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and  the  United  States  of  America ;  concluded  Dec.  31,1 806     -        -     507 
Convention  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  King  of  Sweden; 

Signed  at  Stockholm,  Feb.  18,  1808  - 1054 
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AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST 


OF 


THE   HOUSE   OF  COMMONS; 


JANUARY  1808. 


Abbott,  right  htm,  Oiartes, 

Sruin,  oidhtd  University 
t^enmrnkj,  bOD.  Jas.,  Midhurst 
A<Uir,  Robert,  Camelford 
Adui,  WHIiani,  KiDcardineshirs 
iibns,  Charles,  Weymouth,  Ate. 
Ate,  WtlliftO),  Totoess 
Att^tot,  It.  hon.  J.  H.,  Harwich 
^,  P.  Fdix,  9adbory 
tt«*,  W.  C,  Wexford  oounty 
iHAIeaiider,  Berwick 
Altkof^  vilc  Noithamptoiislure 
Amis,  Miltt  l^ter,  Bewdley 
A«)ii,Oeoige,  Litchfield 
^otn^htXf   right,    hon.    sir  J., 

Aortnither,  &c. 
Aitonie,  W.  Lee,  Bedfbrd 
irchdill,  Mervyn,  Jan.  Ferma- 

ngiioouity 
^diMiam,  hOB.  George,  N6w 

Romaey 
^  Wm.  Bridgewater 
*«%,«rJ.H.  bt.,  Norfolk 
^1^,  sir  Jobft,  bt,  Aldebnrgh 

^oTOii,  TboaiBs,  T^ei^estdr 
Jh^I,  Walter,  Catherlogshire 
%it>  hon.  ChOk,  Castle  Rixing 
■fHI,  Wdfiaa,  Clontnell 
Wfie,  Oeorge,  Berwickshii^ 
Wiie,  Evan,  Bristol 
■Jfc,  P*ter,  Jan.  I^irtrow,  fte. 
}*»,  John,  Canterbory 
J*»,P.W.,CortrCiMlfe 
J»P<y<«e,s!rC  W.  bt,  awtcr 
■«*«,  Henry,  Coc«  Castle 
J;rtuuB,  J.  Potter,  dtoekbridge 
»ng,  Thomas,  GbipfiiN^  Wy- 


Jj«,  Alet.,  TairatM 
■*tew,  Hogb,  Petfibrokc 
g°^  Soowdon,  Dimwich 
JjJ*  Jola,  Cavan 
"<Md,  John  PoUofen,  DeTo». 

JjJH,  Bdmond,  Dartmouth 
J|^«it,Tt  hon.  Chartos,  Bristol 
!^  Michael  Hicks,  Cireeeester 
*«»<»ot,  eof.  T.  R.,  Northnm- 


{2*rd.W»nhwi,Ifi*loa 
**tt|  R.  H.  A.,  Launceston 
i^^^a Charles,  AsMmrtoa 
^Jy,  Mdiaid,  WaHin^ferd 
^<^/.a«  W«t«lbrd4MWity 


Beresford,  loid  O.  T.,  London- 
derry county 
Berkeley,  hon.  George,  Glouces- 
tershire 
Bernard,  Scrope,  St  Mawes 
Bernard,  Thomas,  King's  county 
Bernard,  viscount,  Cork  county 
Bertie,  Albemarle,  Stamford 
Berwicke,  Calverley,  Winchelsea 
Bickbrton,  sir  R.  bak,  Poole  [dble 

ret] 
Biddulph,  Rt  Myddletoo,  Den- 
bigh 
Binning,  lord,  Callington 
Blachford,  B.  P.,  Newtown,  HaUts. 
Rlackbame,  John,  Lancashire 
Blackbiime,  J.  f.,  Newtown,  Lane. 
BiakC, Wm., Chippenham  [d.  ret] 
Biigb,  lliomas,  Meath 
Bonhare,  Henry,  Leominster 
Bootle,  Edward  Wiibr.,  Newcastle 

under  Lyme 
Boscawen,  hon.  K,  Truro 
Bourne,    Wm.    Sturges,    Christ- 
church 
Bouverie,    hon.    Edward,    Nor- 
thampton 
Bouverie,  hon.  Barthol.,  Downtou 
Bowyer,  sir  G.  bt,  Malmsbury 
Boyle,  David,  Airshire 
Bradshaw,  Robert  H.,  Brackley 
Bradshaw,  hon.  A  C,  Honiton 
Brand,  hon.  Thos.,  Hertfordshire 
Brandling,  Ch.  John,  Newcastle 

uponTyne 
Brodriok,  hou.  Wm..  Wbitcbureh 
Brogden,  James,  Launceston 
Brooke,  lord,  Warwick 
Brooke,  Henry  Vaughan,  Donegal 
Browne,  Is.  Hawk.,  Bridgenocih 
Browne,  rt  hon.  D.,  Majro 
Browne,  Anthony,  Heydon 
Brownfow,  Wm.,  Armagh  eeiMt|^ 
Bruce,  lord,  Marlborough 
Bruce,  P.  C,  Dundalk 
Buller,  £dward,  EastLooe 
BuUer,  James,  Eaeter 
BuUer,  James,  West  Looe 
Bullock,  John,  Essex 
Bunbury,  sir  T.  C,  bt,  Suffiilk 
Buniett,  sir  P.,  bt,  WestmiistM- 
Burghersh,  lord.  Lime  Regis 
Burf«ll,  sir  Cbas.  M.,  bt,  Ne«r 

Shoreham 
B«toD^  VnUteis,  Oxfofd  oicy 


Burton,  hon.  P.  N.,  Clare 
Butler,  hon.  J.,  Kilkenny  county 
Butler,  hon.  Charles,  ditto,  city 
Byng,  George,  Middlesex 

CALCEArr,  John,  Rochester 
Calcraft,  sir  O.  T.,  Wareham 
Calvert,  John,  Huntingdon, 
Calvert,  Nicolson,  Hertford 
Campbell,  lord  John,  Argyllshtrt 
Campbell,  J.  jun.,  Rothsay,  ftc. 
Campbell,  George,  CarmartheQ 
Campbell,  Arch.,  Glasgow,  ice 
Campbell,  Alex.,  Dunfennlin 
Canning,  rt.  hon.  Geo.,  Hastingi 
Canning,  George,  Sligo 
Carew,  right  hon.  R.  Pdle,  Fowey 
Carter,  Thomas,  Callington 
Cartwright,  William  Ralph,  Nor* 

thamptonshire 
Castlerea^,  lord,  Plympton 
Cavendish,  lord  G.  A.  H.,  Derby- 

shire 
Cavendish,  G.  H.  C,  Aylesbury 
Cavendish,  William,  Derby 
Chaplin,  Charles,  Lincolnshire 
Cheesement,  John,  Wooton  Basset 
Cholmondeley,  Thomas,  Cheshire 
Chute,  William,  Hampshire 
Clements,  Hen^  John,  Leitrim 
Clephane,  David,  Kinross-shire 
Clmton,  W.  H.,  Boroughbridge 
Clive,  William,  Bishop's  Castle 
Clive,  Henry,  Ludluw 
Clive,  viscount,  Ludlow 
Cionmeil,  earl  of.  New  Romney 
Cochrane,  lord,  Westminster 
Cochrane,  hon.  6.  A.,Grampottad 
Cocks,  hott.  Edw.  Ghas.,  Reygat* 
Codrington,  Christopher,  Tewkei* 

bury 
Coke,  Thamas  William,  Norfolk 
Coke,  Kdward,  Detby 
Coke,  Dam«l  Parker,  Nottingham 
Colbome,  N.  W.  B.,  Appleby 
Cole,  hon.  G.  L.,  Fermanagh 
Colquboun,  Arefaibuld,  Cullen,  <c& 
Combe,  Harvey  Christiatt,  Ijoadoft 
Cooper,  Edward  S.,  Sligo  Coun^ 
Cooper,  hon.  C  A.,  Dorchester 
Cotes,  John,  Shrajpshire 
Cotterell,  sir  J.  G.  bt,  Herefod- 

shire 
Cotton,  maj.  geo.  S.,  Newarit* 
* .  upoo-Trent 
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Cowper,  hon.  E,  Spenoer,  Hettford 
Craig,  James,  Carrickfergus 
Craufurd,  Chas.,  E.  Retford 
Creevey,  Thomas,  Thetford 
Crickett,  R;  Alex.,  Ipswich 
Cripps,  Joseph,  Cirencester 
Croker,  Joha  W.,  Downpatrick 
Curtis,  sir  WllHam,  bart.,  London 
Curweu,  John  Christi^o,  Carlisle 
Curzou,  hon.  Robert,  Clitberow 
Cust,  hon.  John,  Clitberow 
Cuthbert,  J.  R.,  Appleby 

Dalv,  rt.  hon.  D.  Bowes,  Galway 
Daly,  James,  Galway  town 
Daniell,  Ralph  Allen,  West  Looe 
Dashwoocl,  sir  H.  W.,  Woodstock 
Davenport,  Davies,  Cheshire 
Davies,  K.  Hart,  Colchester 
Dawkins,  Henry,  Boroujfhbridge 
Dawkios,    James,     Chippenham 

[double  return.] 
Deedes,  William,  Hythe 
DennisoD,  John,  Minehead 
Dent,  John,  Lancaster 
Dick,  Quintin,  Cashell 
Dickenson,  William,  Somerset 
Dillon,  hon.  Henry  Aug.,  Mayo- 
County 
Disbrowe,  Edward,  Windsor 
Drake,  Th.  Tyrwhitt,  Agmonde^ 

sham 
Drake,    Thomas    D.    Tyrwhitt, 
\      Agmondeshara 

Daekett,  George,  Lymington    ' 
^  Duff^rln,  lord,  Hellestorv 
Dugdale,  Stratf.  Dugdale,  War- 
wickshire •    • 
Duigenan,  Patrick,  Armagh  boro' 
Dundas,  Charles,  Berkshire 
Dundas,hon.  C  H.  L.,  Richmond, 

Yorkshire 
Dundas,  hon.  T^wrence,  Malton 
Dundas,  hon.  Robert,  Edinburgh- 
shire 
Dondas,  right  hon.  Wdb.,  Suther- 

landshire 
Dupre,  James,  Chichester 

Ebringto'n,  lord,  St.  Mawes 
Eden,  hon.  W.  F.  E.,  Woodstock 
Egerton,  John,  Chester 
Elfonl,  sir  W.  bart.,  Rye 
EUice,  William,  Great  Grimsby 
Elliot,  hon.  William,  Liskeard 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  Wm.,  Peterborough 
Ellis,  C.  Rosej  Ea^t  Grinstead 
Ellison,  Richard,  Lincoln 
Estcouit,  Tho.  Grimston,  Devizes 
Everett,  Thomas,  Ludgershall 
Euston^  earl,  Cambridge  ITniver. 
Eyre,  Anthony   Hardolph,   Not- 
tinghamshire 

Fame,  Henry,  Lyme  Regis 

Fane,  John,  Oxfordshire 

Farmer,Wm.  Meeire,  Huntingdon 

Farquhar,  Jas<,  Inverbervie,   &c. 

Featherstone,  dr  T.  bart.,  Long- 
fotd 

Fellowes,  hon,  Newton,  Andover 
'F-ftllowoR,  Wm.  Henry,  Hunting- 
donshire . 
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Ferguson,  James,  Aberdeenshire 
Ferguson,  R.  C,  Kirkaldy,  &c. 
Finch,  hon.  Edward,  Cambridge 
Fitzgerald,  lord  Henry,  Kildare    - 
Fitzgerald,  right  hon.  J.,  Ennis 
Fitzgerald,  right  hon.  M.,  Kerry 
Fitzharris,  viscount,  Heytesbury 
Fitzhugh,  William,  Tiverton 
Fitzpatrick,  right  hon.  R.,  Bed- 
fordshire 
Fitzroy,  lord  C,   St   Edmund's 

Bury 
Fitzroy,  lord  William,  Thetford 
Fleeming,  hob.  C,  Stirlingshire 
Foley,  hon.  Andrew,  Droitwich 
Foley,  Thomas,  Herefordshire 
Folkes,  sir  Martin,  B.  bart ,  Kings- 
Lynn 
Folkestone,  viscount,  New  Sarum 
Forbes,  viscount,  Longford 
Forester,  Cecil,  Wenlock 
Forster,  right  hon.  John,  Lowth 
Foster,  hon.  T.  H.,  Drogheda 
Foster,  J.Leslie,  Dublin  Uoiversity 
Foulkes,  Evan,  Tralee 
Frankland,  William,  Thirsk 
Fraser,  A.  Mackenzie,  Ross-shire 
Fremantle,  Th.  Francis,  Saltash 

[double  return.] 
Fremaotle,  W.  H.,  Saltash  [ditto] 
French,  Arthur,  Roscommon 
Fuller,  John,  Sussex 
Fydell,  Thomas,  Boston 
Fyues,  Henry,  Aldborough 

Gamon,  sir  Richard,  bart..   Win* 

Chester 
Garland,  Jos.,  Poole  [double  ret.] 
Gascoyne,  Isaac,  Liverpool 
Gell,  Philip,  Malmesbury 
Gibbs,siry.  knt,  Cambridge  Univ. 
Giddy,  Davies,  Bodmyn 
Gipps,  Qeorge,  Rippon 
Glassford,Henry,  Dumbartonshire 
Goddard,  Thomas,  Cricklade 
Godfrey,  Thomas,  Hythe 
Goorh,  Thomas  Sherlock,  Suffolk 
Gordon,  William,  Worcester 
Gower,  lord  G.^L.,  Staffordshire 
Graham,  sir  James,  Cockermouth 
Grant,  right  hon.  sir  Wm.   knt, 

Bamffshire 
Grant,  Charles,  Invemesshire 
Grant,  Francis  W.,  Elginshire 
Grattan,  right  hon.  Henry,  Dub- 
lin City  , 
Greenhill,  Robert,  Thirsk 
Greenough,  G.  Bellas,  Gatton 
Grenfoll,    Pascoe,    jun..    Great 

Marlow 
Grenville,     right    hon.   Thomas 

Buckingham 
Grey,  hon.  Booth,  Petersfield 
Grimston,  hon.  J.  W.,  St  Albans 
Grosvenor,  Thomas,  Chester 
Guernsey,  lord,  Weobly 

Hall,  Benjamin,  Tobiess 
Hall,  sir  James,  St  Michael 
Halsey,  Joseph,  St.  Albans 
Hamilton,  lord  Arcb.,Lanerkshire 
Hamilton,  Hans,  Dublin  CouUty 
Hampton,  sirC.  jiart,  HQoitoa 


Hamilton,  viscount,   Oskeard 
Hamilton,  lord  C,  Dungaunor 
Hammet,  John,  Taunton 
Harbord,  hon.  W.  A:,  Plympt^ 
Harbord,     hou.     Edward,    Y 

mouth,  Norfolk 
Harvey,  Eliab,  Essex 
Headley,  lord,  Malton 
Heathcote,  T.,  Blechingly 
Hender^n,  Anthony,  Brackley 
Henniker,  lord,  Rutland 
Herbert,  hon.  C,  Wilton 
Herbert,  H.  A.,  Kerry 
Heron,  Peter,  Newton,  Lancasfa 
Hibbert,  George,  Seaford 
Hill,  hon.  Wm.,  Shrewsbury 
Hill,  sir  O.  F.  bart.,  Londondei 
Hincbingbroke,    viscount,    Hu 

tingdonsbire 
Hippesley,  sir  J.  Cox,  bt,  Sudbu 
Hobhouse,  Beoj.a  Hindoo 
Hodson,  John,  Wigan 
Holdsworth,  Arth.  Howe,   Da 

mouth 
Holford,  George,  Lostwithiel 
Holland,    sir    N.    Dance,   bai 

East-Grinstead 
Honywood,  Wm.,  Kent 
Hood,  sir  Samuel,  Bridport 
Hope,  W.  J«,  Dumfriessliire 
Hope,  hon.  Alexander,  Lmlithgo 

shire 
Hope,  hon.  Charles,  Haddingtu 

shire 
Homer,  Francis,  Wendover 
Horrocks,  Samuel,  Preston 
Howard,  hon.  W.  Morpeth 
Howard,  Henry,  Gloucester 
Howick,  viscount,  Tavistock 
Hughes,  W.  Lewis,  \VallingfoK 
Hume,  Wm.  Hoare,  Wicklow 
Hume,  sir  A.  bart.,  Hastings 
Hunt,  Joseph,  Queenborough 
Huntingfield^  lord,  Dunwich 
Hurst,  Robert,  Steyning 
Huskisson,  William,  Harwich 
Hussdy,  William,  New  Samm 
Hutchinson,  hon.  C.  H.,  Cork  Cit 

IifGiLBY,  William,  East  Retfoi 
Irving,  John,  Bramber 
Jacrsom,  John,  Dover 
Jackson,  Josias,  Southampton 
Jefiery,  John,  Poole  [dble  returi 
Jekyll,  Joseph,  Calne 
Jenkinson,  Charles,  Dover 
Jenkinson,  hon.  C.  C,  Sandwich 
Jephson,  DenlKun,  Mallow 
Jervoise,    Jer^is    Clarke,    Yar 

mouth.  Isle  of  Wight 
Jocelyn,  viscount,  Lowth 
Jodrell,  Heory,  Bramber 
Johnes,  Thomas,  Cardiganshire 
Johnstone,  George,  Heydon 
Johnstone,  hon.  A.C.,  Grampouni 
Jollifie,  Hylton,  Petersfield 
Jones,  Thomas,  Shrewsbury 
Jones,  Gilbert,  Aldborough 
Jones,.  Walter,  Coleraine 

Keahc,  sir  J.  bart.,  Yonghall 
Keck,  G.  A.  Lee,  Leicestershire 
Ke^e,.  Wlv^lb?ad,  AAoDtgomeryj 
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CoDp,  ThocDis,  Lewes 
Korick,  trilliam,  Bletchingley 
itttiogtuo,  lord,  Haverfordwest 
Rmc,  sir  J.  Dashwood,    bart., 
Qj^ppiog  Wycombe 
bpioo,  John,  Lymington 
Snpp,  George,  Abingdon 
Koitcbball,  «r  £d.  bart.,  Kent 
Km,  iKNL  Thomas,  Tyrone 

Itnc,  Malcolm,  Orkney,  &c. 
Linb,  boo.  Wm.,  Portarlington 
Moo,  Ralph  John,  Durhant 
iiittlks,  hoo.  E.,  NorthuUerton 
oictllfi,  hoo.  Henry,  Westbury 
ia^he,  David,  Gatherlogbshire 
JiMcbe,  Robert,  Kildare 
JfMcbe,  J.  juD.,  Leitrion 
uaeoce,  Ht.  French,  Peterbo- 

»^ 

iacb,  John,  Seaford 
■'^,  John,  Stamford 
I'^re,  Charles  Shaw,  Reading 
jj?li,  James  Henry,  Bedwin 
iAik,  Robert  Holt,  Wigan 
l^a,  Chas.,  Penryn 
J««arWm.  bart.,  Cornwall 
-ttm,  John,  Truro 
A*,C.P„Monaghan 
j^Wgc.  T.  Buckler,  Somerset 
>aster,  Hugh,  Milbome  Port 
^^,  sir  £dw.,  bt,  Stafford* 

ttire 

J^,  James  M.,  Steyning 
Jji  Haidress,  King*8  County 
;*khart,  Wm.  Eliot,  Selkirk 
^hart,  sir  A.  M.,  Berwick 
j^kbart,  J  Ingram,  Oxford 
'■f^%  William,  Tamworth 
'^  rt  hon.  Chas.,  Haslemere 
^Richard,  Wiltshire 
l^W,  Montiford,  Cork  city 
^^^pnao,  George,  Maidstone 
'•T«,«irM:  M.  bart.,  Evesham 
-"^aie,  lord,  Beeralston 
^*<^,  Edw.  L.,  Shaftesbury 
!*^,  James,  Westmoreland 
''*^,  John,  Cumberland 
:*^t,  sir  J.  bart,  Leominster 
-■^lon,  Stephen,  Yarmouth, 

Wulit 

-•^"ngtoo,  S.  R.,  Rye 
f^,i.  Pownes,  Minehead 

•Wt  boo.  William    Beauch, 

^wcestersbire 

?^^  bon.  William  Henry, 

'^'*ceitcrshire 

'*»0K4i.D,  James,   Newcastle- 

5wier.Lyme 

'Bdj«all,  Wm.,  Renfrewshire 
J**««ie.  J.  R.,  Domoc,  &c. 
•^^i  R.  B.  JE.,  Cromarty- 

"ture 

.^W.  A.,  Boston 
J»ftt»,Magens  D.,  Ludgershall 
**«o,Tiscount,  Kingston 
.•^,  bon.  S.,  Roscommon 
■,**i>d,  John,  Chippenham 
'*«»ad,  Ebepezer,  Lostwithiel 
'^^  lord  Cha.  Som.,  Cam- 
/^^SfAirc 
^e»,  Robert,  Cambridge 


Manners,  Id.  R.,  LeidKtershire 
Manning,  William,  Evesham 
Markham,  John,  Portsmouth 
Martin,  Richard,  Galway 
Martin,  Henry,  Kinsale 
Mathew,  hon.  Mont.,  Tipperary 
Maule,  hon.  Wm.,  Forfarshire 
Maxwell,   Wm.  jun.,   Wigtown- 
shire 
Maxwell,  sir  J.  S.  A.,  Annan,  &c. 
Maxwell,  William,  Selkirk,  &c. 
May,  Edward,  Belfast 
M'Mahon,  col.  John,  Aldeburgh 
M*Naghten,  E-  A.,  Antrim 
Meade,  hon.  John,  Down 
MelUsh,  William,  Middlesex 
Milbanke,   sir  Ralph,  bt,   Dur- 
ham county 
Mildmay,  sir   H.  P.  St.  J.  bt, 

Hampshire 
Mildmay,  H.  C.  St.  J.,  Winches- 
ter 
Milford,  lord,  Pembrokeshire 
Miller,  sirT.  bart.,  Portsmouth 
Mills,  Charles,  Warwick 
Mills,  William,  Coventry 
Mills,  Geo.  Galway,  St  Michael 
Milner,  sir  Wm.  M.  bt.,  York 
Milnes,  Robt.  P.,  Pontefract 
Milton,  viscount,  Yorkshire 
Monckton,  hon.  Edward,  Stafford 
Monson,  hon.  W.,  Lincoln 
Montague,   Matthew,    St    Ger- 
main's 
Montgomery,  sir  J.  bt,  Peebles 
Moore,  Petet",  Coventry 
Moore,  lord  Henry,  Orford 
Mcx)re,  Charles,  Heyteshury 
Mordaunt,  sir  Chas.  bart,  War- 
wickshire 
Morgan,  sir  Charles,  hart.,  Mon- 
mouthshire 
Morpeth,  lord,  Cumberland 
Morris,  Edward,  Newport 
Morris,  Robt ,  Gloucester,  Comw. 
Mosley,  sir  Oswald  bt,Winohelsea 
Mostyn,  sirThos.  bt.,    Flintshire 
Muncaster,  lord,  Westmoreland 
Mundy,  Ed.  Miller,  Derbyshire 
Murray,  8irPatrick,bt.,Edinbngh 
Murray,  lord  Jame?,  Perthshire 
Murray,  John,  Wootton  Basset 

Needham,  hon.  Francis,  Newry 
Nepean,  rt.  hon.   sir  E.,  bart., 

Bridport 
Nevill,  Richard,  Wexford 
Neville,  hon.  R.,  Buckhfigham 
Newark,  vise.,  Nottin^amshire 
Newboroogh,  lord,  Beaumaris 
Newport,  rt  hon.  sir  Jn.,  bart., 

Waterford 
NichoU,  sir  John,  bt.,  Bedwin 
Noel,  col.  Gerrai-d  Noel,  Rutland 
North,  Dudley,  Newton,  Hants 
Northey,  William,  Newport,  Corn- 
wall 
Norton,  hon.  J.  C.  Guilford 
Nugent,  sir  George,  bt.  Aylesbury 

0*Brien,  sir  Fxlw.  bart.,  Clare 
O'Callagan,  hon.  James,  Tregony 
Odell,  William,  Limerick  County 
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Oglandei^,  sir  Wm.,  Bodmyh 
O'Hara,  Charles,  Sligoe  County 
O'Neill,  hon.  J.  B.  R.,  Antrim 
Onslow,  hon.  T.  Cranley,  GuiM- 

ford 
Ord,  William,  Morpeth 
Orde^  sir  John,  Yarmouth,  Isle  of 

Wight 
Osborne,  John,  Cockermouth 
Ossulston,  viso.  Knaresboroi^h 

Paget,  hon.  B.,  Anglesea 
Pagetj  lord,  Milbome  Port 
Paget,  hon.  Charles,  Carnarvon 
Palk,  Walter,  Ashburtoa 
Paike,  sir  Lawrence,  bart.  Devon- 
shire 
Palmer,  col.  John,  Bath 
Palmerston,  lord,  Newport,  Hants 
Pamell,  Heniy,  Queen's  County 
Parry,  Love  P.  J.,  Horsham 
Patten,  Peter,  I^ncaster 
Patteson,  John,  Norwich 
Pedley,  John,  Saltash  [dble  ret] 
Peel,  sif  Robert,  bart.  Tamworth 
Peirse,  Henry,  Northallerton 
Pelham,  hon.  C.  A.  Lincolnshire 
Perceval,   hon.  'Spencer,  North- 
ampton 
Percy,  hon.  Joceline,  Beeralston 
Percy,  earl,  Noftbumberland 
Petty,  lord  Henry,  Camelford 
Philipps,  Rd.  Mansel,  SuflTord 
Pbipps,  hon.  Edm.  Scarborough 
Piggott,  sir  Arth.  knt,  Ariiudel 
Pitt,  William  Morton,  Dorsetshire 
Plomer,  sirTho.  kt,  Downton 
Prochin,  Charles,  Enniskillen 
Pocock,  George,  Bridgwater 
Pole,  hon.  W.W.,  Queen's  County 
Pole,  sir  Ch.  Morice,  bt.  Plymouth 
Pollington  vise.  Pontefract 
Pousonby,  hon.  G.,  Cork  County 
Ponsonby,  hon.  Fred.,  Kilkenny 
Popham,  sir  Home,  Ipswich 
Porcher,  J.  Dupre,  Old  Sarum 
Porchester,  lord,  Cricklade 
Porter,  George,  Stbckbridge  • 
Portman,  E  B.,  Dorsetshire 
Powell,  J.  Kynaston,  Shropshire 
Power,  Rd.,  Waterford  County 
Praed,  Wm.  Banbury  [dbte  retj 
Price,  sir  Charle",  bart.  London 
Price,  Richard,  New  Radnor 
Prittie,  hon.  F.  R.  Tipperary 
Pultency,  hon.  sir  J.,  VVeymouth, 

&c. 
Pym,  Francis,  Bedfordshire 

QuiN,  hon.  Windham,  LiiAcrick 
County 

Rainier,  Peter,  Sandwich 
Ram,  Abel,  Wexford  County 
Ramsbottom,  Richard,  Windsor 
Rendlesham,  lord,  Bossinoy 
Richardson,  Wm., Armagh  County 
Ridley,  sir  M.  White,  Newcastle 

upon  Tyne 
Roberts,  Abraham,  Worcester 
Robinson,  John,  Bishop's  Castle 
Robinson,  hon.  Fred.,  Rippon 
Rochfbrtj  Gustavus,  Westmeath 


Digitized  by  V:iOOQIC 


XXIT 

Roxnillyy  nr  Sam.,  Itnt.,  Hcir«hiim 
Rose,  rt  hoB.  O.,  Chriatohuroh 
Rose,  O.  Henry,  Soatbamptoii 
Koyston,  vicoant,  Ryegate 
Russell,  lord  William,  Tavistock 
Rassel,  Matt.,  Saltash  [dblft  ret] 
Rutherford,  John,  RoKburghahire 
Ryder,  hon.  Richard,  Tiverton 

Salvsbvry,  sir  Rob.  bart,  Brecon 
St.  Aubyn,  sir  John,  Helleston 
Savage,  Francis,  Down 
Saville,  Albany,  Oakhatapton 
Scott,  rt  hon.  sir  W.  kt,  Oxford 

University 
Scudamore,  Rich.  Phil,  Hereford 
Sebright,  sir  John  S., Hertfordshire 
Seymour,  lord  Robert,  Carmar- 
thenshire 
Shakespeare,  Arthur,  Richmond 
Sharpe,  Richard,  Castle  Rising 
Shaw,  Robert,  Dublin  City 
Shaw,  James^  London 
Shieldon,  Ralph,  Wilton 
Shelley,  Henry,  jun.,  Lewes 
Shelley,  Timothy,  New  Shoreham 
Sheridan,  rt  hon.  R.B.,Ivelchester 
Shipley,  William,  Flint 
Simeon,  John,  Reading 
Sinkpson,  boo.  John,  Wenlock 
Simson,  George,  Maidstone 
Sinclair,  sir  J.  bart,  Buteshire 
Singleton,  Mark,  Eye 
Sloane,  Wm.,  Oribrd 
Smith,  Thomas  Ashton,  Andover 
Smith,  Joshua,  Devizes 
Smith,  Samuel,  Leicester 
Smith,  George,  Wendover 
Smith,  John,  Nottingham 
Snoith,  Henry,  Calne 
Smkh,  William,  Norwich 
Smyth,  William,  Westmeath 
Saeyd,  Nathaniel,  Cavan 
Somerset,  k)rd  A.  MoMnouthshire 
Somerset,  lord  C  Monmouth 
Somerset,  lord  R.  E.  H.  Glouces- 
tershire 
Somerville,  sir  M.  bart,  Meath 
Spencer,  lord  Francis,  Oxfordshire 
Stanhope,  W.  S.,  Carlisle 
Stanifbrth,  J.,  Kkigston-npon  Hull 
Stanley,  Thoinas,  tancashim 
Sunley,  lord,  Preston 
Stephens,  Samuel,  St.  Jves 
Steward,  Gabriel  Tucker,  Wey- 

moBth,  &c. 
Steward,  Richard  Tucker,  Wey- 
mouth, &G. 
Stewart,  sir  James,  bart,  Donegal 
.   County 
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Stewart*  hoo.  C  W*,  Londonderry 

County 
Stewart,  James,  Tyrone 
Stewart,  hon.  £d.  Rich.,.Stanraer 
Stewart,  hon.  M.  G.  J.  Kirkcud* 

bright 
Stirling,  sir  W.  bart,  St  Ives 
Stopford,  vise.,  Marlboroogh 
Strahan,  Andrew,  Catherlogh 
Strutt,  Joseph  Holden,  MaSden 
Stuart,  lord  William,  Chrdiff 
Simmer,  G.  H.>  Surrey 
Sutton,  C  M.,  Scarborough 
Swann,  Henry,  Penryn 
Sykes,  sir  M.  M.  bart,  York 
S]rmonds,  Thomas  P.,  Hereford 

Talbot,  R.  Wogan,Dublin  County 
Tarltoo,  Banastre,  Liverpool 
Taylor,  Charles  William,  Wells 
Taylor,  M.  Angelo,  Ivelchester 
Taylor,  William,  Barnstaple 
Taylor,  Edw.  Canterbury 
Tempest,  sir  H.V.  bart,  Durham 
Temple,  earl,  Buckinghamshire 
Templetown,  vise.,  St  Edmund's 

Bury 
Thellusson,  6.  W.,  Barnstaple 
Thomas,  George,  Chichester 
Thomson,  sirT.  B.  bt,  Rochester 
Thompson,  Tbos.,  Midhurst 
Thornton,  Robert,  Colchester 
Thornton,  Henry,  Southwark 
Thornton,  Samuel,  Surry 
Thornton,  Thortias,  Grantham 
Thynne,  lord  J(An,  Bath 
Thynne,  lord  George,  Weobly 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. ,  Bandon  Bridge 
Tigbe,  William,  Wicklow 
TitchEeld,  marq.  of,  Buckingham- 
shire 
Townshend,lord  J.,Kiiaresborough 
Townshend,  bon.   W.  A.,  Whit- 
church 
Tracy,  C.  H.,  Tewkesbury 
Tremayne,  Jn.  Hearle,  Cornwall 
Tudway,  Clement,  Wells 
Turner,  J.  P.,  Athione 
Turton,  sir  Thomas,  bt  Southwark 
Tyrwhitt,  Thomas,  Plymouth 

Vandbr-Hetdbn,  D.  East  Looe 
Vansittart,  George,  Berkshire 
Vansittart,    rt   hon.   Nich.,  Old 

Sarum 
Vaughan,  hon.  John,  Cardigan 
'Vaughao,  sir  R.  W.  bt,  Merion- 
ethshire 
Vereker,  Charles,  Limerick  City 
Vernon,  George  G.  V.,  Lichfiekl 


Villiers,  right  h(m.  J.  C,  Queei 

borough 
Vyse,  W.  H.,  Beverley 

Wallace,  right  bon.  T.,  Shafte 

bury 
Walpole,  lord.  King's  Lynn 
Walpole,  hon.  George,  Dungarvc 
Ward,  hon.  John  W.,  Wareham 
Ward,  Robert,  Haslemere 
Warden,  G.  Lloyd,  Oakhamptc 
Warrander,  sir  G.,  Jedburgh,  &* 
Wedderbum,  sir  David,  bart.,  S 

Andrews,  &c. 
Welby,  W.  E.,  Grantham 
Wellesley,  right  hon.  sir  A.,Nev 

port,  Hants 
Wellesley,  hon.  H.,  Eye 
Wemyss,  Wm.,  Fifeshire 
Wentworth,  Godfivy,  Tregony 
Western.  C.  C,  Maiden 
Wharton,  John,  Beverley 
Wharton,  Richard,  Durham  Cit 
Whitbread,  Samuel,  Bedford 
Whitmore,  Thomas,  Bridgenort 
Wigram,  Robert,  Fowey 
Wigram,  William,  New  Ross 
Wilberforce,  WilUaiia,  Yorkiiiire 
Wilder,  Francis  John,  Arundel 
Wilkins,  Walter,  Radnorshire 
Williams,  Owen,  Great  Marlow 
Williams,  Robert,  Dorchester 
Williams,  sir  Robert,  bart..  Cat 

narvonshtre 
Willonghby,  Hen.,  Newatk-upot 

Trent 
Windham,  right  hon.  Wm.,  High 

am  Ferrers 
Winnington,  sir  T.  E.,  Droitwich 
Wood,  col.  Mark,  Gatton 
Wood,  Thomas,  jun.,  Breconsbir 
Wortley,  J.  A.  Stuart,  Bossiney 
Wyndham,  H.  Penruddock,  Will 

shire 
Wyndham,  Thomas,  Glamorgan 

shire 
Wyndham,  hon.  C.  W.,  Sussex 
Wynn,  sir  W.    Williams,  bart 

Denbighshire 
Wynn,    Ch.    Watkin    Williams 

Montgomeryshire 
Wynn,  Glynn,  Westbury 

Yarmouth,  earl  of,  Lisburae 
Yorke,  sir  J.  Sydney,  St  Germain' 
Yorke,  right  hon.  Charles,  Cam 
bridgesbire 
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EariCftfflden.      ......-.•        Presidentof  the  Coondl. 

LordEldoa      ......----        Lord  High  Chancellor. 

EariofWestmordaDd    -    - Lord  PnFjr  Seal. 

Doke  of  Portland     •-.-.----         First  Lord  of  the  Treasaiy  (Prime  Minister). 

Lord  Mulgrave     ---------         First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj. 

£ail  of  Chatham  -    ...-.-'-        Master-general  of  the  Ordnance. 

EarJ&ohiust        ...------        President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Loid  Hawkesbarj     ...-I.«-        Secretary  ofStatefbr  the  Home  Department. 

RigbtHon.  George  Canning    -----        Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs. 

Lord  Castiereagh       --------        Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 

War  and  the  Colonies. 

R%ht  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval  •  -  -  -  •  Chancellor  and  Under-Treasnrer  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  also  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 

Ri(]ht  Hon.  Robert  Saunders  Dundas    -    -        President  of  die  Board  of  Contronl  for  the 

Affiurs  of  India. 
Right  Hod.  Geoige  Rose    ------        Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 

Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 
Sir  James  Polteney,  Bart. Secretary  at  War. 

I/>rd  Charles  Somerset 1    j^j^^  p^y^te«eneral.      . 

Right  Hod.  Charles  Long I  -'WW  raymasicr^nenu. 

Eaii  of  Chichester 1    Joint  Postmastcr^neraL 

Earl  of  Sandwich       -    -    -    -         -    -    -  J    JO™  ^o«™»w-8e"«™- 

WiliiamHnskisBOD,esq. 1  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Henry  Wellesley   -------J 

Sir  William  Grant     --------  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Sir  Vicaiy  Gibbs       --------  Attorney-GeneraL 

Sir  Thomas  Plomer  .-.^----  Solidtor-GeneraL 

Pebsons  in  the  Ministry  of  Ireland. 

Doke  of  Richmond  --------  Lord  DentenaDt. 

Loid  Manners      -' Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Sir  Arthur  WeUesley      -------  Chief  SecreUry. 

Right  Hod.  John  Foster Chancellor  of  the  Escheqacr. 
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THE 


ParliamentaryDebates 


During  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Twenty-first,  appointed  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty-first  Day  of  January, 
1808,  in  the  Forty-eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third.  [Sess.  1808. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday^  January  21,  1808. 

[The  Lords  Commissioners'  Speech.] 
The  Second  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parlia- 
meot  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  opened 
this  day,  by  commission  ;  the  commis- 
sioners were,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  the  earls  Camtlen, 
Ajlesford,  and  Dartmouth.  At  three 
o'clock  the  lords  commissioners  took  their 
teats  upoD  the  woolsack  ;  and  the  Com- 
iDOQS,  pursuant  to  message,  having  at- 
tended, with  their  Speaker,  at  the  bar,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  informed  them,  that  his 
Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  direct  his 
commission  to  certain  lords,  therein  named, 
to  open  the  session ;  which  commission 
they  should  hear  read,  and  afterwards  his 
majesty's  most  gracious  Speech.  The  com- 
onission  was  then  read  by  the  clerk  at  the 
table;  after  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
read  the  Speech,  as  it  here  follows : 
«'  Mj'  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

«•  We  have  received  bis  majesty's  com- 
mands to  assure  you,  that  in  calling  you 
together  at  this  important  conjuncture  of 
i&irs,  he  entertains  the  most  perfect  con« 
victtoD,  that  he  shall  find  in  you  the  same 
^termination  with  which  his  majesty  him- 
idf  is  animated,  to  uphold  the  honour  of 
\m  crown,  and  the  just  rights  and  interests 
•f  bi^  people.— We  are  commanded  by 
)m  majesMr  to  inform  you^  that  no  sooner 

Voir,    X. 


had  the  result  of  the  Negotiations  at  Tilsit 
confirmed  the  influence  and  controul  of 
France  over  the  powers  of  th<e  continent, 
than  his  majesty  was  apprized  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  enemy  to  combine  those 
powers  in  one  general  confederacy,  to  be 
directed  either  to  the  entire  subjugation  of 
this  kingdom,  9r  to  ^the  imposing  upon  his 
majesty  an  insecure  and  ignominious  peace. 
—That,  for  this  purpose,  it  was  determined 
to  force  into  hostility  against  his  majesty, 
states  which  had  hitherto  been  allowed  by 
France  to  maintainor  to  purchase  their 
neutrality,  and  to  bring  to  bear  against 
dilTerent  points  of  his  majesty's  dominions 
the  whole  of  the  Naval  Force  of  Europe, 
and  specificalFy  the  Fleets  of  Portugal  and 
Denmark.  To  place  those  fleets  out  of 
the  power  of  such  a  confederacy  became 
therefore  the  indispensable  duly  of  his  ma- 
jesty.—In  the  execution  of  this  duty,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  Danish  Fleet,  his  ma« 
jesty  has  commanded  us  to  assure  you,  that 
it  was  with  the  deepest  reluctance  th^t  his 
majesty  found  himself  compelleil,  after  his 
earnest  endeavours  to  open,  a  Negotiation 
with  the  Danish  government  had  failed,  to 
authorize  his  commanders  to  resort  to  th^ 
extremity  of  force ;  but  that  he  has  the 
greatest  satisfaction  in  congratulating  you 
upon  the  successful  execution  of  this  pain- 
ful but  necessary  servicer— We  are  com- 
manded further  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
course  which  his  majesty  had  to  pursue 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


5]  PARL.  DEBATES,  Jan.  21y  1808 — 7%e  Lords  OmuMmmf  l^eek. 


with  respect  to  Portugal  was  happi]y\of  a 
nature  more  congenial  to  his  majesty's 
feelings :  That  the  timely  and  unreserved 
communication  by  the  Coart  of  Lisbon  of 
the  demands  and  designs  of  France^  while 
it  confirmed  to  his  msgesty  the  authenticity 
6f  ihe  adfices  wbicli  he  had  received  from 
other  quarters,  entitled  that  court  to  his 
majesty's  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
assurances  by  which  that  communication 
was  accompanied.—^The  Fleet  of  Portugal 
was  destined  by  France  to  be  employed  as 
an  instrament  ^f  vengeance  against  Great 
Britain  ;  that  Fleet  bas  been  secured  from 
ihe  grasp  «f  Fraooe^  and  is  now  employed 
in  conveying  to  its  American  dominions 
the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  the  Portuguese 
monarchy.— >His  majesty  implores  tbe  pro- 
tection of  Divine  Providence  upon  that 
enterprize,  rejoicing  in  the  preservation 
of  a  power  so  long  the  friend  and  ally  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  tbe  prospect  of 
its  establisbment  in  the  New  Worlds 
with  augmented  strength  and  splendour.— 
We  have  it  in  command  from  his  majesty 
to  inform  you,  that  the  determination  of 
the  enemy  to  excite  bostilities  between  his 
majesty  and  his  late  allies,  the  emperors  of 
Bussia  and  Austria,  and  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia, has  been  but  too  successful ;  and  that 
the  ministers  from  those  powers  have  de- 
manded and  received  their  passports. — 
This  measure,  on  the  part  of  Russia,  has 
been  attempted  to  be  justified  by  a  state- 
ment of  wrongs  and  grievances  which  have 
no  real  foundation.  The  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia had  indeed  proffered  his  mediation  be- 
tween his  majesty  and  France ;  his  ma- 
jesty did  not  refuse  tliat  mediation ;  but 
he  18  confident  yoti  will  feel  the  propriety 
of  its  not  having  been  accepted,  until  bis. 
majesty  should  have  been  enabled  to  as- 
certain that  Russia  was  in  a  condition  to 
mediate  impartially,  and  until  the  princi- 
ples and  the  basis  on  which  France  was 
ready  In  negotiate  were  made  known  to 
hie  majesty ••vtNo  pretence  of  justification 
bas  been  alleged  for  the  hostile  conduct 
of  the  emperor  ef  Austria,  or  for  that  ef 
his  Prussian  majesty,  (lis  majesty  has 
not  given  the  slightest  ground  of  com- 
plaint to  either  of  thode  sovereigns,  nor 
even  «t  Che  mdneat  when  they  have  re- 
fpectively  withdrawn  their  ministers  have 
they  assigned  to  his  majesty  any  distinct 
cause  for  that  proceeding.— His  majesty 
has  directed,  that  Copies  of  the  Official 
Notes  which  pasted  between  his  majesty's 
ambassador  &nd  the  minister  for  roreign 
affiurs  of  his  imperial  majeaty  the  empe- 


ror of  Russia,  pending  the  Negotiations 
Tilsit,  as  well  as  of  the  Official  Note  oft 
Russian  minister  at  this  court,  which  co 
tain  tbe  offer  of  his  Imperial  majesty's  n 
diation,  and  of  the  Answer  returned 
that  Note  by  his  m^etty's  command  ;  a 
also  Copies  of  the  Official  Notes  of  t 
Austrian  minister  at  this  court,  and  of  t 
Answers  which  his  majesty  commanded 
be  returned  to  them,  shall  be  laid  bef< 
you.-<*It  is  with  concern  that  his  majei 
comi^ands  us  to  inform  you,  that,  n 
withstanding  bis  earnest  wishes  to  ten 
nate  the  war  in  which  he  is  engaged  w 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  his  majesty's  end< 
voors,  unhappily  for  the  Turkish  empi 
have  been  defeated  by  tbe  machinati< 
of  France,  not  less  the  enemy  of  the  Po 
than  of  Great  Britain.— -But  while  the 
fluence  of  France  has  been  thus  snlbr 
nately  successful  in  preventing  the  ten 
nation  of  existing  hostilities,  and  in  exc 
ing  new  wars  against  this  country,  his  c 
jesty  commands  us  to  inform  you,  t 
the  king  of  Sweden  has  resisted  every 
tempt  to  induce  him  to  abandon  his  a 
ance  with  GreBt  Britain ;  and  that  his  o 
jesty  entertains  no  doabt  thai  yon  will  i 
with  him,  the  sacredness  of  the  duty  whi 
the  firmness  and  fidelity'  of  the  king 
Sweden  impose  upon  his  majest}^  and  t 
you  will  concur  in  enabling  his  majesty 
discharge  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  t 
country. — It  remains  for  us,  accord  in| 
his  majesty's  commands,  to  state  to  y 
that  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  a 
Navigation  between  his  majesty  and 
United  States  of  America,  which  was  a 
eluded  and  signed  by  commissioners,  di 
authorized  for  that  purpose,  on  the  31  si 
December  1806,  has  not  taken  e£^ct, 
consequence  of  the  refusal  of  tbe  Presid 
of  the  United  States  to  ratify  that  inst 
ment.-^For  an  unauthorized  act  of  foi 
committed  against  an  American  ship 
war,  his  majesty  did  not  hesitate  to  ol 
immediate  and  spontaneous  reparatia 
but  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  < 
American  government  to  connect  with  i 
question  which  has  arisen  out  of  this  i 
pretensions  inconsistent  with  the  mi 
time  rights  of  Great  Britain :  such  p 
tensions  his  majesty  is  determined  never 
admit.  His  majesty  nevertheless  bop 
that  the  American  government  will  be  \ 
tuated  by  the  same  desire  to  preserve  < 
relations  of  peace  and  iriendship  betwc 
the  two  countries,  which  has  ever  in* 
enced  his  majesty's  conduct,  and  that  a 
difficoltiea  in  the  ditcussion  now  depec 
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removed. — His  ma- 
jesty has  commanded  us  to  state  to  you> 
that,  in  conseouence  of  the  Decree  by 
which  France  aeclared  the  whole  of  his 
majesty's  dominions  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  subjected  to  seizure  and 
confiscation  the  produce  and  manufactures 
of  his  kingdom,  his  majesty  resorted  in  the 
first  instance  to  a  measure  of  mjtigated 
retaliation;  and  that,  this  measure  having 
pTOTed  inefiectual  for  its  object,  his  majes- 
ty has  since  found  it  pecessary  to  adopt 
others  of  greater  rigour,  whicn  he  com- 
mands us  to  state  to  you  will  require  the 
lid  of  parliament  to  give  thein  complete 
and  eflectual  operation.- — ^His  majesty  has 
directed  copies  of  the  Orders  which  he  has 
issued  (with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council) 
npon  this  subject,  to  be  laid  before  you ; 
ind  he  commands  us  to  recommend  them 
to  your  early  attention. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
"  His  majesty  has  directed  the  Estimates 
for  the  year  to  be  laid  before  you,  in  the 
fullest  confidence  that  your  loyalty  and 
public  spirit  will  induce  you  to  malce  such 
prorision  for  the  public  service  as  the  ur- 
gency of  afiairs  may  require. — His  ma- 
jesty has  great  satisfaction  in  kiforming 
yoQ^that  notwithstanding  the  difficulties 
which  the  enemy  has  endeavoured  to  im- 
pose upon  the  Commerce  of  his  subjects, 
and  upon  their  intercourse  with  other  na- 
tions, the  resources  of  the  country  have 
continued  in  the  last  year  to  be  so  abun- 
dant, as  to  have  produced  both  from  the 
permanent  and  temporary  revenue  a  receipt 
considerably  larger  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year — ^The  satisfaction* which  his 
majesty  feels  assured  you  will^  derive,  in 
common  with  his  majesty,  from  this  proof 
of  the  solidity  of  these  resources,  cannot 
but  be  greatly  increased,  if,  as  his  majesty 
confidently  hopes,  it  shall  be  found  pos- 
«ble  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
present  year  without  any  material  addi- 
tions to  the  public  burdens. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  We  are  especially  commanded  to  sav 

*^  you,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  that  if 

«m  there  was  a  just  and  national  war,  it  is 

that  which  his  majesty  is  now  compelled 

to  prosecute.— This  war  is  in  its  principle 

I    PJ"^ly  defensive  :  his  majesty  looks  but  to 

p  ^  attainment  of  a  secure  and  honourable 

*^€ace ;  but  such  a  peace  can  only  be  ne- 

go^npon  a  footing  of  perfect  equality. 

^ine  ^es  of  Europe  and  of  the  world 

»e  fixed  upon  the  British  parliament.    If, 

wiusjuajesty  confidently  trusts,  you  dis- 


play in  this  crisis  of  the  fate  of  the  coun- 
try the  characteristic  spirit  of  the  British  . 
nation,  and  face  unappalled  the  unnatural 
combination  which  is  gathered  around  us, 
his  majesty  bids  us  to  assure  you  of  his 
firm  persuasion,  that,  under  the  blessing 
of  Divine  Providence,  the  struggle  will 
prove  ultimately  successful  and  glorious  to 
Great  Britain. — We  are  lastly  commanded 
to  assure  you,  that  in  this  awful  and  mo- 
mentous contest  you  may  rely  upon  the 
firmness  of  his  majesty,  who  has  no  cause 
but  that  of  his  people,-  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty reciprocally  relies  upon  the  wisdom, 
the  constancy,  and  the  affectionate  sup- 
port of  his  parliament" 

The  commons  having  retired/  the  lords 
commissioners  withdrew  to  unrobe.  Loixi 
viscount  Lake  and  lord  Gambier  were  in- 
troduced with  the  accustomed  formalities, 
and  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats.  The 
archbishop  of  York  and  earl  Grey,  also 
took  the  oaths  and  their  seats.  Their  lord- 
ships then  adjourned  during  pleasure.  At 
five  o'clock  the  house  resumed.  His  ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  was  then  read 
by  the  lord  chancellor  from  the  woolsack, 
and  aBerwards  by  the  clerk  at  the  table, 
after  which 

The  Earl  of  Galiotoay  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed Iheir  lordships  as  follows  : — My 
lords  ;  after  the  Speech  which  your  lord- 
ships have  heard  delivered  by  his  ma- 
jesty's command,  it  is  expected  some 
member  of  this  house  should  present  him- 
self to  your  notice,  to  solicit  that  attention 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  de- 
mands ;  and  by  endeavouring  to  obtain 
your  cordial  concurrence  in  an  Address  of 
thanks  to  his  majesty,  for  his  gracious 
communication,  to  mark  your  approval  of 
the  sentiments  it  contains.  I  can  assure 
your  lordships  I  am  perfectly  aware  of 
the  inadequacy  of  my  abilities  to  open 
subjects  of  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  those  now  offered  for  your  discussion  ; 
but  you  will  separate  the  advocate  from 
the  cause,  and,  I  trust,  be  disposed  to  ex- 
tend to  the  former  that  indulgence,'  which 
it  is  your  lordships  invariable  practice  to 
do,  at  the  same  time  doing  ample  justice 
to  the  serious  import  of  the  other.  I  must 
claim  also  your  lordships  indulgence  in 
consideration  of  my  habits  and  pursuits, 
which  have  dififered  widely  from  those 
which  are  requisite  to  qualify  me  to  make 
an  adequate  appeal  to  an  assembly  like 
this  ;  but  again  I  trust  this  deficiency  on 
my  part  will  in  some  measure  be  .supplied 
by  the  goodness  of  the  cause  I  have  to 
B  2 
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advance.  I  will  not  consume  more  of 
your  lordship's  time  by  a  longer  pre- 
amble, being  sensible  many  noble  lords 
will  be  extremely  anxious  to  deliver  their 
opinions  also  ;  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to 
animadvert  shortly  upon  the  prominent 
features  of  the  Speech,  leaving  to  others 
the  detail,  who  will  be  better  able  to*  do 
justice  to  the  same.  In  the  first  place,  my 
lords,  we  are  informed  in  the  speech,  that 
soon  after  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  had  an- 
nounced the  dereliction  of  Russia  to  the 
cause  she  hail  espoused,  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters received  the  most  clear  and  pasitive 
information,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  enemy  to  compel  the  courts  of  Den- 
mark and  Portugal  to  subscribe  their  na- 
vies to  a  general  confederacy  about  to  be 
formed  against  this  country*  and  with  a 
promptitude  and  decision  that  does  them 
infinite  credit,  they  inimediately  resolved 
to' frustrate  so  formidable  a  combination. 
It  is  known  to  ybuf  lordships  that  this 
has  been  effected,  with  respect  to  Den- 
mark, by  force  of  arYns.  The  hostile  sen- 
timents of  that  court,  evinced  in  many 
Ways  during  some  years,  past,  rendered 
fruitless  every  other  mode  of  proceeding. 
It  was  an  unfortunate  circumstance,  my 
lords,  that  the  Danish  fleet,  the  only  ob- 
ject of  our  solicitude,  should  be  encircled 
by  the  walls  of  the  capital,  thereby  cat^s- 
ing  misfortune,  which  every  humane  mind 
would  wish  to  hav^  avoided  ;  but  it  is 
creditable  to  the  arms  of  this  country,  and 
meritorious  in  the  officers  commanding 
the  expedition,  that  every  attempt  was 
made  to  prevent  a  loss  that  was  inevitable. 
As  soon  as  success,  my  K^rds,  enabled  you 
to  judge  for  yourselves,  you  found  verified 
every  prediction  of  the  government  ;  an 
arsenal  over  supplied  with  every  material 
of  equipment,  magazines  replete  with 
stores,  ascertained  to  have  been  pur- 
chased by  the  agents  of  France,  and 
those  demonstrations  which  could  not  es- 
cape the  eye.  of  seamen,  that  the  fleet  was  on 
the  eve  of  being  fitted  out.  The  result  1 
need  not  add ;  that  fleet  is  now  safe  and 
secure  in  the  harbours  of  England,  ready, 
if  necessary,  to  be  employed  in  her  de- 
fence ;  and  by  so  many  ships  of  the  line 
of  which  it  is  composed,  by  so  many  de- 
grees do  I  consider  the  liberties  of  this 
envied  country  secure. — My  lords,  it  is 
justly  said  in  the  speech,  "  Phat  to  place 
out  of  the  reach  of  this  confederacy  the 
fleets  of  Portugal  and  Denmark  was  the 
indispensable  duty  of  his  majesty."  And 
yet^  my  lords,  I  have  heard  it  rumoured. 


that  a  difierence  of  opinion  exists  upc 
this  subject  (not  in  the  country),  but  w«( 
some  membei*s  of  your  lordships'  hous 
Jf  that  is  the  case,  I  own  I  am  curious  1 
leam  the  argument  that  is  to  be  advance 
Is  it  possible,  my  lords,  that  any  cand 
and  impartial  person  can  doubt  the  par; 
mount  necessity  of  this  expedition  ?  Pe 
mit  nie,  my  lords,  to  put  (he  case  tl 
other  way,  and  to  suppose  that  his  mi 
jesty's  ministers,  confiding  in  what 
termed  the  faith  of  treaties,  anJ  refusir 
all  other  evidence,  had  neglected  to  ava 
themselves  of  the  naval  superiority  of  th 
country  to  secure  the  Danish -fleet,  wh: 
would  have  been  the  result?  WJll  an 
man  doubt  that  the  speech  would,  now  d 
rect  us  to  prepare  against  a  naval  confi 
deracy  composed  of  a  force  equal  to  fort 
sail  of  the  line, '  from  supposing  the  ind< 
pendent  monarch  of  Sweden  had  bei 
able  to  remain  a  quiet  spectatOB,  ahd  th; 
this  force  "was  destined  against  the  mo 
vulnerable  parts  of  our  empire.  My  lord 
would  not  indignation  have  swelled  t\ 
breast  of  every  man  in  this  country  again 
a  government  so  deficient  and  remiss 
Censure  would  then  have  been  appn 
priate ;  and  at  present  I  cannot  admit 
to  be  so ;  if  the  idea  does  exist.  It 
gratifying,  my  lords,  to  refject  upon  tl 
means  employed  to  secure  the  navy  of  Po] 
tugal  from  the  grasp  of  France,  by  recon 
mending  to  that  court  to  transfer  the  sei 
of  their  government  to  the  Brazils  ?  It 
gratifying  to  see  one  govermnent  of  Ei 
rope  prefer  emigration  to  submission  i 
France.  My  lords,  I  consider  that  evei 
(next  to  securing  the  Danish  fleet)  th 
most  consequential  that  has  occurred  sin( 
the  commencement  of  this  eventful  wa 
and  provided  a  strict  friendship  and  liber 
policy  Is  pursued  by  both  nations,  tl 
most  beneficial  result  may  be  seen.  It 
gratifying  also  to  reflect,  my  lords,  th; 
at  the  very  moment  when  our  merchan 
are  deprived  of  their  trade  with  Russia,  j 
large  a  portion  of  the  continent  of  Am< 
rica  is  thrown  open  to  their  enterpris 
Upon  our  late  transactions  with  Russi 
my  lords,  I  do  not  mean  to  dwell ;  ever 
one  of  your  lordships  must  have  read  h 
majesty  s  reply  to  the  aspersions  of  th 
court  of  Petersbiirgh ;  and  every  candi 
and  impartial  mind  must  be  satisfied  th: 
the  conduct  of  England  is  justified  in 
manner  as  honourable  for  the  nation  j 
creditable  to  those  who  framed  that  stal 
paper;  but,  my  lords,  I  am  anxious  t 
extract  sonas  good  out  of  this  «viL  and 
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forebode,  a  beiuefit  to  arise  to  this  countiy 
from  the  dereliction  .of  Russia;  I  liope> 
my  lords,  we  shall  become  independent  of 
her  for  ever.      If  the  legislature  of  these 
kingdoms  will   grant  a  liberal  bounty  to 
encourage  the   cultivation  of  hemp  and 
flaK,  both  at  home  and  in  the  British  colo- 
nies, we  may  yet  live  to  greet  the  day  of 
our  quarrel  with  Itussiay  and  even  hail  with 
satisfaction     the     inauspicious    Treaty   of 
TilsiU     \Vith  respect  to  the  othei*.  powers 
of  Europe,  my  lords,,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  Sweden,  they  are  prostrate  at 
the  feet  of  France, .  and    until    national 
energy  and  spirit  returns,  they  must  obey 
Uie  mandates  of  their  domineering  master. 
But  the  conduct  and  spirit  of  the  inde- 
pendent nionarc:h  of  Sweden  merits  every 
culogium  ;   may  he  be  successful  to  the 
last,  and  may  we  grant  him  all  that  aid  so 
pointedly  recommended  by  his  majesty, 
and  which   such  constancy  and  courage 
desenre !  I  trust,  my  lords,  a  British  force 
will  aid  him  in  the  naltic,  to  defy  his  ene- 
mies, and  that  British. gratitude  will  com- 
pensate, any  loss  that  he  may  be  obliged 
to  sufier,  hy  transferring  to  him  some  of 
those  colonies  we  can  so  well  spare,  and 
must  soon  take  from  our  joint  foes.     My 
lords,  1  wish  it  was  possible  to  animadvert 
with  satisfaction  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States  of  America;  local  know- 
ledge, obtained  by  me  at  the  early  periods 
of  the  Trench  revolution,  enables  me  to 
form  a  veiy  decided  opinion  with  respept 
to  that  country,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  my 
lords,  I  cannot  form  a  flattering  one.    I 
am,  howrever,  happy  to  learn,  by  the  tenor 
of  the  speech,  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  his  msyesty's  government  to  concede 
one  point  more  to  that  illiberal  and  pre- 
judiced people.     My  lords,  we  must  make 
a  stand  somewhere ;  and  where  can  we  do 
it  better  than  in  defence  of  our  seamen 
and  our  trade;  which  they  unequivocally 
demand  ?  If  America  prefers  French  'al- 
liance to  British  connection,  it  is  not  in 
your  lordships    power    to    controul  her 
choice ;  nor  can  you  prevent  that  wai*, 
which  I  do  not  wish  to  see  take  place ; 
but  which,  if  it  does  take  place,^  my  lords, 
I  am  confident,  if  pursued  by  us  with  judg- 
ment and  reference  to  the  American  cha- 
racter and  situation,  no  man  need  fear. 
With  respect  to  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake firigate,  my  lords,  as  a  naval  officer 
I  may  be  permitted  to  be  a  little  preju- 
diced, and  to  hold  ap  opinion  in' some 
small  degree  diflering,  perhaps,  from  his. 
majesty's  goveynment.  It  is'not,  however/ 


my  intention  to  diq)ute  the  accuracy  of 
their  proclamation  lately  issued,  nor  the 
principle  of  respect  which  .is  due  to  na- 
tional ships  of  war,  as  applicable  to  the 
governments  and  nations  of  Europe ;  but 
as  merited  by  America,  if  all  the  detail  of 
that  transaction  was  before  your  lordships, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  you  yourselves 
would  question.  However,  my  lords^  while 
the  American  navy  i^  confined  to  a  few 
frigates,  the  compens^ion  that  has  been 
made  may  not  be  of  material  import; 
how  far  it  may  affect  us  hereafter,  time 
only  can  shew.  But,  my  lords,  our  chief 
concern  is  with  France,  with  whom  some 
individuals  would  make  a  .peace.  I  have 
taken^the  Uberty,  my  lords,  to  wiite  down 
sonae  of  her  sentiments  upon  this  subject, 
as  described,  in  what  we  may  call  her 
official  paper,  and  wherein  she  informs 
you,  conformably  to  her  practice  since  the 
earliest  periods  of  her  revolution,  of  the 
conduct  she  means  to  pursue,  and  from 
which  she  has  never  varied,  but  from  ne- 
cessity alone.  She  proclaims,  my  lords, 
**  That  she  will  not  lay  down  her  arms, 
but  will  augment  her  force,  until  she  has 
conquered  the  liberties  of  the  seas,  the 
first  right  of  all  nations/*  .In  rccom-? 
mending  to  us  an  armed  truce,  which  she 
calls  a  peace,  $he  says,  "  It  shall  endure 
until  she  chuses  to^  proclain^  anew  the 
princi[^es  of  her  armed  neutrality,  when 
she  permits  you  to  proclaim  your  prin- 
ciples of  maritime  law  ?"— Now,  my 
lords,  is  this  that  which  you  are  willing 
to  accept  as  your  peace  ?  Have  we  already 
forgot  the  peace  of  Amiens  ?  Do  we  wish 
to  see  her  seamen  all  restored,  and  the 
pendants  of  her  ships  going  up,  when  ours 
will  necessarily  be  coming  do%vn  ?  Never 
will  I  believe  that  the  good  sense  of  thi^ 
country  will  entertain  the  idea  of  peace, 
until  moderation  marks  the  conduct  of 
,this  enemy,  for  his  professions  are  hot 
worthy  of  reflection.  I  am  glad  to  see  a 
great  commercial  (iity  think  like  me,  and 
1  hope  her  opinions  and  example  will  be 
imitated  by  others.  My  lords,  although 
thQ  arms  of  Europe  may  appear  on  the 
side  of  France,  I  cannot,  believe  their 
hearts  are  against  this  country.  If  we 
.  remain  firm  and  unappalled,  as  recom- 
mended by  his^  majesty  and  exemplified 
by  hipiself,  some  balance  may  yet  be  pre- 
served in  Europe;  if  we.  yield>^  no  man 
can  foresee  the  consequences.  '  Having 
.  now,  my  lords,  though  in  a  very  inade- 
quate manner,  animadverted  upon,  the 
prominent  features  of  the  speech,  I  shall 
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Conclude  my  address  to  your  lordships,  in 
what  may  be  termed  a  trite  and  common 
inanner ;  but  it  is  neither,  on  that  ac- 
count, the  less  appropriate  nor  required. 
I  allude,  my  lords,  to  my  hopes,  that  I 
may  receive  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  your  lordships  to  the  Address  I  am  about 
to  propose.  Parliament  was  neycr  assem- 
bled, my  *16rds,  at  a  period  when  the  ex- 
ample of  unanimity  would  be  so  ^nefi- 
cial :  I  therefore  solicit  it.  To  mark  to 
the  enemy  we  are  unanimous  in  our  oppo- 
«iti<m  to  him ;  to  manifest  to  the  pfjeople 
of  this  country  we  are  unanimous,  when 
their  first  and  most  essential  interests  are 
concej^ied;  and  to  shew  to  his  majesty 
that  undiminished  respect  and  attachment 
so '  much  his  due ;  to  do  our  duty,  my 
lords,  in  imitation  of  him^  who  through  a 
long,  arduous,  but  a  glorious  reign,  has  so 
conspicuously  done  his—The  noble  earl 
contluded  by  moving  an  Address  to  his 
Majesty,  which  Address  was,  as  usual,  an 
echo  of  his  majesty's  speech,  and  nearly 
the  same  as  that  which  we  insert  in  this 
day's  proceedings  of  the  house  of  com- 
mmis. 

Lord  Ka^fm  rose,  and  in  a  speech  of 
tome  length  supported  the  address.  We 
have  to  expi-ess  our  regrpt  that  the  tone  of 
tfoice  was  s*  low  in  which  the  noble  lord 
delivered  himself,  as  to  render  it  inaudible 
below  the  bar.  We  understood  him  to 
applaud  decisively  the  Eatpedition  to  Den- 
mark, as  a  measure  of  wise  and  vigorous 
jK>licy,  and  one  productive  of  the  most 
salutary  consequences  ;  sentiments  which 
he  thought  must  be  felt  by  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  kingdom.  He  also  adverted  to 
the  unprincipled  and  ambitious  projects  of 
the  enemy,  among  which  he  included  the 
iinminent  danger  of  Turkey,  d  consider- 
AtiMi  which  he  seemed  to  thmk  worthy 
of  thev  serious  attention  of  the  British 
government.  He  thought  the  address, 
when  he  recollected  the  language  held  out 
by  certain  noble  brds  at  successive  periods, 
oould  not  consistently .  meet  with  oppo- 
sition from  any  quarter.  He  also  adverted 
to  our  dispute  witii  America,  and  applauded 
the  spirit  with  which  his  majesty's  minis- 
tifg  had  c<>nducted  themselves  in  not  sur- 
rendering the  naval  rights  of  the  country 
iA  the  claims  of  those  people  ;  and  con- 
cluded bv  hoping  that  all  trifling  diffe- 
mees  of  (pinion  would,  on  this  occasion, 
rive  way  to  the  puWic  good,  and  that  all 
.  their  tord^hips  would  be  unanimous  in 
^ff^kig  for  the  address. 
/DftDntnift  NaKMs  &it  $s  much  as 


any  noble  lord  in  the  house  the  vast  im 
poi'tance  oftheir  coming  to  an  unanimou 
vote  upon  the  present  occasion,  and  there 
fore  he  was  soriy  that  not  the  least  tittL 
of  information  had  been  given  to  one  o 
the  most  material  poults  in  his  majesty' 
speech,  as  the  want  of  that  informatioi 
might  render  the  unanimity  extremeli 
doubtful.  The  point  he  alluded  to  wa 
the  e3cpedition  to  Copenhagen,  and  h< 
could  not  enforce  its  importance  in  stronge 
terms  that  those  which  his  majesty  ha< 
been  advised  to  make  use  of  in  his  speech 
for  it  was  therein  stated,  that  it  was  witi 
the  utmost  reluctance  that  the  orders  ha( 
been  given;  but  of  the  nature'  of  th< 
cause  for  surmounting  that  reluctance,  an< 
attacking  even  the  capital  of,  he  migh 
say,  an  ally,  their  lordships  were  left  ii 
perfect  ignorance,  and  to  all  appearance 
were  so  to  remain ;  for  although  it  wa 
noticed  that  orders  had  been  given  fo 
laying  various  other  papers  before  parlia 
ment,  not  a  single  document  relative  t< 
Denmark  was  alluded  to.  The  noble  Ion 
who  moved  the  address  had  said,  he  shouU 
listen  with  curiosity  to  any  argument 
which  might  be  attempted  against  tha 
transaction ;  for  that  noble  lord  he  hac 
the  highest  respect,  and  consequently  couk 
entertain  no  doubt  but  fie  sincerely  ap* 
proved  of  an  action  Which  he  so  much  ex- 
tolled ;  but  then,  he  must  suppose  that 
noble  lord  had  been  made  acquainted  wit! 
those  particulars,  "and  that  information 
which  he  thought  the  whole  house  wa 
entitled  to  have,  nay,  ought  to  have,  be 
fore  they  canie  to  a  resolution  for  th< 
approval  of  such  a  measure.  The  nobh 
duke  said,  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  under* 
stood  that  he  meant  to  condemn  the  expe- 
dition  ;  for,  perhaps,  if  he  was  as  wel 
informed  as  he  presumed  the  noble  lor< 
must  be,  he  might  be  as  great  an  advocat< 
for  it  as  the  noble  lord  himself;  but  unti 
he  had  sufficient  reason,  he  could  not  brin^ 
his  mind  to  approve  of  attacking  a  powei 
with  whom  we  had  been  so  long  in  amity 
and  who  had  given  so  many  instances  of  at 
tachment  to  this  country  ;*ai'id  therefore,  ai 
no  information  was  either  offered  orpromis- 
ed,he  should  move  as  an  Amendment  to  thi 
Address,  **  That  the  whole  paragfaph  ap- 
proving  the  late  expedition  to  Denmarl 
should  be  omitted.  There  were  othei 
parts  that  he  did  not  entin^y  approve,  bu 
he  would  not  detain  their  lordshipis  by  ani- 
madvertin^  upon  them  at  present,  anc 
therefore  concluded  by  moving  the  abov< 
am<^dnieiit» 
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Lord  Sidmouth  began  with  expressing  his 
regretj  that  the  speech  had  not  been  so  con- 
'     structed  as  to  ensure  the  unanimity  of  ail 
parties.     He  lamented  that  ministers  had 
not  abstained  from  introducing  topics  upon 
which  a  difference  of  opinioji  was  likely  to 
prevail.     He  fully  aereed  with  the  noble 
baron,  who   seconded  the  motion,  that  it 
was  desirable  in  the  highest  degree,  that 
all  minor  contests  should  be  abso^rbed  in 
the  great  contest  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged.    He   lamented  exceedingly,  that 
he  found  it  impossible  to  concur,  in  the 
expressions  of  approbation   which  were 
unfortunately  introduced  in  the  address ; 
but  he  coufd  not,  consistently  with  his 
duty  to  his  sovereign,  or  his  respect  for 
his  own  character,  concur  in  approving 
what   had    taken  place    at   Copenhagen, 
without  further  information.     On  that  mo- 
mentous   measure,   he   trusted   ministers 
would  yet  be  able  to  lay  such  documents 
before  the  house  as  would  justify  an  enter- 
prize  deeply  involving  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  the  nation.     The  noble  earl  had 
set  out  with  stating,  that  Denmark,  for 
several  years  past,  had  indicated  an  hostile 
disposition  towards  this  country.     In  what 
were  these  indications  manifested  ?  Were 
they  indicated  in  the  conduct  of  that  power 
when  the  British  fleet  entered  the  Baltic  ^ 
At  that  time  the   Danish   army  was   in 
Holstein,  prepared  to  resist  the  French,  or 
any  other  power  fiiat  should  attempt  to 
violate  ib^r  neutrality.     Was  the  Danii^ 
navy  prepared  either  to  make  or  repel  an 
attack  ?  rle  ^ould  be  told,  that  the  quan- 
tity of  naval  stores  collected  in  theai-senal 
of  Copenhagen  was  a  proof  of  the  hostile 
intaitions  of  that*  court.    These,  it  was 
said,  were  collected  on  aecount  of  France, 
and  for  French  purposes.    But  these  could 
not  have  been  the  motives  of  the  expe- 
dition to  the  Baltic.    When  did  this  per- 
fect understanding  between  Denmark  and 
France  take  place  ?  Was  it  before  or  af^er 
the  peace  of  Tilsit  i>  The  Definitive  Treaty 
between  Aaace  and  Russia  was  signed  on 
the  8th  of  July,  and  lord  Gambier  entered 
the  Baltic  on  the  dd  of  August.    Hiis  cir- 
cuBistance  was  sufficient  to   prove  that 
iDinislerB  did  notacttipon  any  inlbrmation 
they  had  obtained  of  the  secret  engage- 
meals  entered  into  bebween  France  sad 
Snssii^  and  in  which  they  would  have  it 
tobeandentoodDenmaikooiicnnred.   To 
justify*  therefore,  the  attack  i:qf>on  Copen«- 
bagen,  it  oo(^to  have  been  proved  that 
thedttigv  was  a  danger  of  gveat  manu- 
tadQiandaacktas  todU  Bot  h^  mwdoi^ 


by  any  other  means ;  for,  certainly,  the 
calamity  inflicted  was  not  proportioned  to 
the  cammity  apprehended.  He  hoped* 
for  the  honour  of  the  nation,  it  woula  bo 
made  evident  that  the  danger  was  great. 
He  could  not  give  his  assent  to  the  opi« 
nion,  that  if  Holstein  were/ occupied  oy 
the  French,  Zealand  would  be  at  dieir 
mercv.  Nothing 'but  such  a  frost  as 
would  render  the  Great  Belt  passable  bf 
W  army,  could  have  endanger&d  the  safety 
of  that,  island.  He  had  conversed  with 
many  naval  and  m/litary  persons  of  great 
experience,  and  they  fully  acquiesced  in 
this  opinion.  His  lordship  used  many 
other  arguments  to  prove  the  impractica* 
bility  of  the  French  getting  to  Zealand* 
and  thereby  obtaining  possession  of  the 
Danish  fleet ;  but*  supposing  they  had,  he 
would  not  so  derogate  from  the  valour, 
the  activity,  and  the  exalted,  character  of 
the  British  navy,  as  to  admit  for  one  mo* 
ment,  that  any  well-grounded  apprehen- 
ons  was  ^o  be  entertained  from  the  addi- 
tion of  la  sail  of  the  line  lb  the  maritime 
strength  of  the  enemy.  The  ships  were 
much  inferi^or  to  British,  French,  or  Spa* 
liish  r  but  it  was  not  ships,  but  men,  that 
this  country  wanted,  if  our  dangers  were 
not  increased  by  the  attack  upon  Copen- 
hagen, those  of  our  ally  certainly  were. 
Did  ministers  never  contemplate  the  pos- 
sibiUty  of  that  measure  being  retorted 
upon  powers  for  which  they  must  feel  into-' 
rested?  had  they  no  apprehension  that 
Russia,  France  and  Demnark  might  be 
brought  to  coalesce  against  Sweden?— 
Having  briefly  touched  upon  them  in  the 
oommencementof  his  speech,  he  would  not 
lay  any  further  stress  upon  the  contradic-' 
tory  statements  respecting  the  measures 
which  were  adopted  in  consequence  of 
the  result  of  the  negotiations  of  Tilsit.  He 
dhould  have  been  more  disposed  to  ap- 
pove  what  they  had  done  in  the  Baltic, 
if  they  hatl  acted  consistently.  If  they 
had  attacked  Cronstadt,  Yaken  possession 
of  the  Russian  navy^  and  by  such  an  en- 
teiprize  made  'us  the  midisputed  masters 
of  that  sea,  such  an  act  would  have  been 
consistent  with  the  magnanimity  of  juis^ice, 
and  it  was  much  more  pi^icticable  than 
might  be  conoeived.  All  the  wars,  from 
the  accession  of  king  William  to  the  pre* 
sent  hour,  in  which  this  country  was  en- 
gaged, had  been  founded  upon  tkeprincl* 
pie  of  upholding  the  low  of  nations ;  and 
this  was  particularly  the  case  with  re^>ect 
to  the  war  which  commenced  in  1793,  and 
tvhich  had  Ooatinved  inib  little  i^termp^ 
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tion  ever  since.    From  that  great  princi- 

'  pie,  he  could  admit  no  deviation.  On  these 
grounds,  therefore,  he  could  not,  with  the 

^present  means  of  information  which  he  had 
on  the  subject,vote  for  an  unqualified  appro- 
bation of  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen. 
There  was  one  part  of  the  address,  however, 
from  which  he  coi:rfd  not  v«ithhold  his  un- 
,  qualified  approbation.  He  could  not  speak 
in  terms  6f  adequate  applause  of  the'  emi» 
gration  of  the  court  of  Lisbon.  It  was  a 
Iiieasure;which  reflected  immortal  honour 
upon  the  sovereign  of  that  country,  and^ 
which  promised  the  greatest  advantages  to 
England,  not  immediately  indeed,  but  ulti- 
mately. That  measure,  in  every  view  which 
he  had  been  abl^  to  take  of  it,  opened  the 
most  cheering  prospect  to  this  nation. 
With  regard  to  the  dispute  with  America, 
on  the  question  of  our  maritime  rights,  he 
thought  the  government  had  acted  wisely 
in  the  late  Order  issued  by  them,  in  whicn  ( 
they  did  not  insist  on  the  right  to  search 
ships  of  war.  We  should  riot  be  carried 
away  with  an  idea  of  our  power ;  and  our 
restrictive  policy  should  be  commensurate 
to  the  exigency  of  the  case.  He  wished 
it  had  been  long  before  made  known  that  it 
was  not  right  to  search  ships  of  war  on  the 
high  seas.  He  earnestly  recompiended  to 
ministers  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
West  India  colonies ;  and  to  afford  them 
some  relief  in  their  distressed  situation. 
The  noble  viscount,  adverting  to  the  sub- 
ject of  peace,  took  occasion  to  applaud 
theconduct^of  a  noble  loixi  (Milton)  in 
Yorkshire,  who  had  exalted  his  character, 
by  dissuading  the  people  there  from  peti- 
tioniag  for  jpeace.  There  was  no  ground 
for  calling  in  question  the  disposition  of 
ministers  to  make  peace,  when  it  could  be 
done  with  security  and  honour  to  the 
country.  The  way  to  restore  peace  was, 
to  adopt  a  plan  of  expenditure  that  should 
enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  con- 
vince the  enemy  of  the  hopelessness  of  his 
pursuing  it  with  a  view  6f  ruining  our 
finances.     It  was  in  vain  to  look  for  a  se- 

-  cure  peace,  unless  a  military  system  should 
be  adopted,  that  would  be  available  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war.  The  noble  lord 
again  declaured,  that  he  could  not  concur 
in  the  addvess>  unless  the  pairt  alluded  to 
was  omitted. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  defended  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen ;  and  maintained, 
that  self<»protection  wsis  a  leading  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  nations.  There  wanted 
no  greater  proof  of  the  inability  of  the 

'  paiysb  govenuKi^nt  to  r^ist  the  power  of 


France,  and  the  determination  of  the  latte 
power  to  compel  it  to  join  in  hostility 
against  this  country,  than  their  joining  tb 
Northern  confederacy,  in  1801,  and  al 
leging  as  a  reason  for  it,  their  inability  t 
resist  the  power  of  Russia.  It  was  in  vain 
therefore,  to  urge,  that  Denmark  migh 
have  resisted  the  power  of  France,  an< 
thus  draw  an  inferehce  against  the  expe 
dition,  as  it  was  evident  she  could  not 
added  to  which,  she  had  repeatedly  evincei 
hostility,  against  this  country.  Much  ha< 
been  said  against  the  extraordinaiy  ai>< 
unprecedented  nature  of  this  expedition 
but  there  was  a  precedent  of  a  very  recen 
date,  in  the  conduct  of  the  late  adminis 
tfation,  with  respect  to  Turkey;  and  h< 
did  not  conceive  it  more  probable  that  th< 
Turkish  fleet  should  sail  into  the  Engl i si 
channel  than  the  Danish. 

Lord  Grcnville  rose  and  spoke  as  fol 
lows :  — ^There  aVe  so  many  points,  my  lords 
in  the  speceh  which  has  been  this  day  de- 
livered to  the  house,  that  appear  to  m< 
necessary  to  be  adverted  to,  that  I  shouU 
do  injustice  to  my  feelings  if  I  did  not  en 
deavour  to  state  them  to  your  lordships 
No  noble  lord  could  come  into  this  hous< 
with  a  more  anxious  wish  and  expectation 
with  a  more  sincere  desire  than  1  did  thi; 
night,  that'  at  a  period  like  the  present 
every  petty  contest  and  private  diflerenc< 
should  be  sacrificed  to  the  greater  objec 
of  unanimity,*  in  an  address  to  the  throne 
At  a  period  which,  as  the  speech  expresse 
it,  may  be  called  the  crisis  of  our  fate 
when  it  becomes  now  a  questicm,  whethei 
the  British  empii^e,  the  growth  of  so  manj 
ages;  whether  the  British  constitution 
which  has  for  so  long  a  period  promotec 
and  extended  the  interests  and  happines 
of  the  empire,  whether  these  shall  now  b< 
overthrown  and  crumbled  into  ruins.  A 
such  a  period,  I  was  led  anxiously  to  ex- 
pect,  it  was  my  most  earnest  wish  and  de 
sire,  that  every  petty  triumph,  that  ever] 
little  feeling,  would  have  been  given  uj 
and  merged  in  the  great  cause  of  the  coun 
try  ;  that  the  house  would  not  have  beei 
called  upon  to  pledge  itself  upon  dlspute< 
points,  or  to  approve  of  measures  withou 
any  evidence  of  their  necessity  or  utility 
It  was  to  have  been  expected,  particularl] 
from  those  who  were  the  friends  6f  our  il 
Itistrious  statesman,  now  no  more  (Mr 
Pitt),  whose  name  can  never  be  mentioned 
without  that  tribute  which  is  due  to  hi 
great  and  exalted  merits,  tl\at  they  wouh 
have  followed  his  example,  in  abstaining 
from  those  points  which  so  immediately 
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tend  to  prevent  that  ynanimity  so  desirable 
»t  the  present  crisis.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  in  the  year  1793,  do\\^l 
to  the  termination  of  the  administration  of 
that  illustrious  statesman,  in  no  speech  de- 
liTered  to  parliament  at  the  commencement 
of  a  session  were  parliament  called  upon 
to  pledge  themselves  in  support  ,of  mea- 
sures, without  evidence  before  them  of  the 
propriety  or  ntility  of  such  measures  ;  in 
no  case  were  they  called  upon  to  approve 
of  measures,-  before  the  papers  relating  to 
them  were  produced,  whereon  a  judgment 
might  be  formed,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  the  case.     Yet,  in  this  instance  have 
ministers,    departing  from  so  salutary  a 
rule,  and  in   violation  of  every  principle 
that  ought  to  actuate  their  conduct  upon 
such  an   occasion,  not  only  called  upon 
parliament  to  approve  of  measures  which 
nothing  but  absolute  necessity  could  jus- 
tify, and  respecting  the  necessity  of  which 
uot  a  tittle  of  evidence  is  produced,   but 
have   even  called  upon  parliament  to  ap- 
plaud other  measures  now,  respecting  which 
papers  are  hereafter  to  be  produced,  upon 
which  alone  the  propriety  of  such  mea- 
sures can  be  justified.     Thus  have  they 
called  upon  this  house  to   approve  of  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen,  although  not 
the  slightest  evidence  is  before  your  lord- 
ships, to  enable  you  to  judge  of  its  neces- 
sity, and  to  congratulate  his  majesty  on 
the  refosal  of  the  Russian  mediation,  res- 
pecting which*  the  documents,  proving  the 
grounds  of  that  refusal,  and  upon  which 
alone  we  can  form  our  judgment,  are  pro- 
mised to  be  laid  before  the  house.     Even 
were  we  to  give  our  approbation  of  the 
former    measure    without    any  evidence 
before  us,  it  would  be  no  sanction  ;  it 
would  be  no  testimony  of  its  necessity,  or 
its  policy ;  for  even  a  righteous  judgment 
would   DC  an  unrighteous  one,  if  given 
without  evidence  ;  nor  can  I  conceive  any 
thing  more  incongruous,  than  to  call  upon 
your  lordships  already  to  approve   of  a 
measure,  before  the  documents  respecting 
it,  which  are  promised,  are  laid  before  the 
house.    With  respect  to  Denmark,  my 
lords,  I  have  hitherto  refrained,  as  was  my 
duty,  from  expressing  an  opinion  ;  I  have 
refrained  from  even  forming  an  opinion, 
witling  to  believe  that  there  were  cu'cum- 
stances  which  justified  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen,  and  anxiously  expecting,  that 
at  the  meeting  of  parliament,  evidence 
respecting  those  circumstances  would  be 
laid  before  your  lordships'  house ;  or,  at 
least,  that  some  information  would  be  pro- 
Vot^X. 


duced,  enabling  your  lordships  to  judge  of 
the  necessity  or  that  measure.  It  is  truly 
said,  my  lords,  in  the  speech,  that  the  eyes 
of  Europe  and  of  the  world  are  fixed  upon 
the  British  parliament.  There  is  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  a  great  reliance  in  the 
integrity  and  in  the  justice  of  the  British 
parliament ;  they  look  with  anxiety  for  its 
decision  upon  the  motives  and  the  policy 
of  that  expedition.  It  has  already  made 
an  impression  throughout  the  continent 
unfavourable  to  this  country.  How  much 
greater  will  that  impression  be,  if  parlia- 
ment gives  its  decision,  approving  of  that 
expedition ;  and  still  more,  if  it  does  so, 
without  any  evidence  or  information  upon 
the  subject.  What  must  then  be  the  opi- 
nion on  the  continent  of  Europe,  when 
they  find  the  British  parliament  not  only 
approving  of  such  an  expedition,  but  giv- 
ing their  approbation  without  an  iota^  of 
evidence  before  them,  without  the  slightest 
information  that 'could  tend  to  establish 
its  justification  ?  When  I  first  heard  of  the 
expedition,  I  conceived  that  there  might 
exist  circumstances  to  justify  it,  although 
none  but  those  of  the  most  urgent  nature 
could.  I  received,  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  town,  hi^  majesty's  Declaration 
respecting  that  expedition,  and  found  that 
secret  articles  iwere  stated  to  exist  in  the 
Treaty  of  Tilsit,  which  proved  the  deter- 
mination to  form  a  hostile  confederacy 
against  this  country,  of  which  Denmark 
was  to  form  a  part.  Then  came  the  De- 
claration respecting  Russia,  in  which  we 
were  told  not  of  secret  articles,  but  of  ar- 
rangements made  at  Tilsit ;  and  now  the 
speech,  which  we  have  this, day  heard,  says 
not  one  word  about  either.  When  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  is  justified;^  are  thus  shifted,  is 
it  not  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  we 
should  have  some  information  as  to  the 
real  state  of  the  case  ?  We  find  ministers 
making  a  strong  assertion  in  the  outset ; 
that  assertion  is  afterwards  weakened,  and 
now,  is  not  at  all  mentioned  in  the  speech  this 
day  ;  namely,  respecting  the  secret  arti- 
cles or  arrangements  at  Tilsit,  which 
formed  the  ground -work  of  the  justification 
of  the  Copenhagen  expedition,  and  yet  no 
information  upon  the  subject  is  laid  before 
the  house.  Ministers  have  asserted,  that 
there  were  secret  articles  in  the  Treaty  of 
~Tilsit,afiectingthe  interests  of  this  country, 
and  the  French  government  have  asserted 
that  there  were  none.  Here,  then,  was  ^ 
challenge ;  and  it  was  incumbent  upon 
ministers  to  {^rove  their  former  assertion  ; 
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but  thb  they  have  not  attempted  to  do, 
and  have  given  Up  the  assertion  in  the 
speech.  I  an;i  well  aware>  that  there  might 
be  circumstances  which  would   impera- 
tively justify  an  expedition  like  that  to 
Copenhagen  :  it  is  laid  down  by  the  most 
approved  writers  on  tHe,  law  of  nations, 
that  where  you  have  certain  evidence  of 
the  intention  of  an  enemy  to  seize  upon  a 
neutral  territory,  neutral  vessels,  or  pro- 
perty, such  neutral  being   incapable  of 
resisting,  and  thereby  to  place  you  in  im- 
minent danger,  you  have  a  right  to  seize 
such  neutral  territory^  vessels,  or  property, 
in  order  to  insure  your  own  safety.  The  same 
writers,  however,  state  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences which  would  result  from  the  ap- 
plication of  such  a  doctrine,  unless  the  im- 
perative circumstahces  are  clearly  proved 
and  accurately  defined ;  the  danger  ought 
to  be  clearly  established,  and  the  incaupa- 
bility  of  the  neutral  to  defend  itself.    We 
are  told  in  the  speech,  that  his  majesty 
had  information  that  France  intended  to 
collect  a  large  force  to  bear  against  this 
country.     My  lords,  can  any  one  of  us 
doubt  this,  or  that  this  country  would  be 
equally  desirous  to  bring  a  large  force  to 
bear  against  France  ?     But  how  does  this 
bear  upon  the  point  ?  Even  if  Denmark 
'  had  become  a  party  to  a  treaty  against  this 
country,  could  that  be  a  justification  for 
seizing  her  fleet  or  her  territories  ?     We 
know  how  France  has  acted  upon  this 
principle  on  the  case  of  Naples  which  be- 
came a  party  to   the  coalition    against 
France,  which  I  fear  is  lost, to  its  sovereign 
for    ever ;  and   in   the   case   of   Hesse, 
where  there  was   only  a  suspicion  that 
the    sovereign    was  t  lavourdble    to    the 
cause  of   the   coalition  against  France. 
It  is  said,   however,   that   the   hostility 
•f  Denmark   is  clearly  proved ;   and  in 
what  manner  ?  because  her  fleet  was  in  a 
state  of  preparation,  and  because  she  had, 
at  different  times,  evinced  a  hostile  feeling 
towards  this   countiy.    With  respect  to 
her  fleet,  was  it  not  natural,  when  all  the 
powers  around  her  were  at  war,  that  she 
should  be  in  a  state  of  preparation  ?  But, 
my  lords,  if  I  am  not  grossly  misinformed, 
so  far  from  that  being  the  case,  the  greater 
part  of  the  Danish  ships  were   laid  up  m 
ordinary.     Upon  this  part  of  the  subject, 
however,  I  trust  that  parliament  will  call 
for  information,   as  in  this  respect  infor- 
mation may  be  easily  obtained,  and  may 
certainly  be  imparted  without  the  slightest 
danger.    As  to  the  acts  evincing  the  hos- 
tile feeling  of  Denmark^  is  it  to  be  con- 


tended, that  acts,  long  since  buried  in  obi 

vion,  are  now  to  be  raised  up  again 

prove  the  hostility  of  Denmark  ?  Ls  it  b 

cause  she  was  hostile  in   1301,  that  si 

must  be  hostile  in  1807  ?  But,  it  is  sai 

that  Denmark  was  liot  disposed  to  resi 

the  demands,  of  France,  and  yet  it  w 

owing  to  her  sending  her  troops  into  Ho 

stein  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  Franc 

that  our  expedition  conquered  Zealan 

and  seized  tne  Danish  fleet.     It  is  sai 

however,  that,  had  Denmark  been  dispose 

to  resist  France,  she  was  unable ;    and  \ 

inference  of  this  nature  has  been  drav 

from  an  allegation,  stated  to  have  be< 

made  by  that  power  in   1601,  that  s] 

joined  the  coalition  against  thb  countr 

because  she  was  unable  to  resist  the  pow 

of  Russia.    This  statement,  I  am  incline 

to  think,  is  incorrect.  In  those  transactioi 

in  1 801, 1  bore  a  part,  until  about  Februai 

or  March  in  that  year ;  and  I  am  positi' 

that  no  such  Declaration  was  then  made  I: 

Denmark,  nor  do  I  think,  from  the  facts 

the  case,  that  it  could  be  made  aflerwardi 

because   Denmark  was  not  incidental 

drawn  into  the  coalition,  but  was  the  ma 

instrument  in  forming  the  league;  hx 

although  she  might  make  such  an  assertio 

fot  the  purpose  of  softening  her  condu 

towards  England,  yet  it  does  not  at  5 

bear  upon  the  present  case.    It  is  qo\ 

tended,  however,  that  if  the  French  troo; 

occupied   Holstein,  Zealand  must  fall 

course ;  but  diis  is  not  at  all  proved.    C 

the  contrary,  there  are  between  Holste 

and  Zealand  two  passages  of  the  sea,  t] 

one  six  and  the  other  sixteen  miles  wid 

which  a  French  army  must  cross  to  inva( 

Zealand;  and  where  they  migtt  bemet  wi 

effect  by  British  or  Danish  ships.    If  it 

to  be  contended  that  Zealand  must  fall, 

Holstein  were  occupied  by  French  troop 

it  might  as  well  be  said,  that  England  mu 

be  conquered  by  the  French,  because  th< 

occupy  the  contment  of  France,  there  beii 

only  a  channel  21  miles  broad  betwe< 

Dover  and  Calais,  only  five  miles  wid 

than  the  passage  between  Holstein  ai 

Zealand.    I  am  aware  that  the  latter  pa 

sage  is  sometimes  frozen  over  ;  but  still  tl 

difficulties  of  transporting  a  large  army  ov 

such  a  breadth  of  ioe,  and  with  all  the  art 

cles  necessary  for  such  a  force,  would  be 

most  insuperable  obstacle. — Thus,  the  ca 

with   respect  to  Denmark  rests  entire 

upon  assumptions  in  the  first  instanc 

which  are  afterwards  magnified  into  asse 

tions,  and  at  length  introduced,  by  mini 

ters^  as  facts  into  the  speech  delivered  th 
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day  to  parliament ;  a  conduct  iiighly  re- 
prehensible, and   deserving  the  severest 
reprobation.     It  has  been  argued,  how- 
eA'er,   by  the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last, 
that  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen  had  a 
precedent  in  the  expedition  to  Constan- 
tinople.    If  it  is  meant  to  be  contended, 
that  the  expedition  to  Constantinople  was 
an  instance  of  bad  hilh,  how  is  that  to 
justify  another  instance  of  bad  faith  ?    If 
the  late  ministers  were  Wrong  in  advising 
the  expedition  to  Turkey^  let  them  be  con- 
demned ;    but  do  not  let  them  have  the 
mortification  of  having  it  quoted  as  a  jus- 
tification of  an  act  of  bad  faith.    The  fact^, 
however,  are,  that  the  expedition  to  Tur- 
key was  chiefly  in  conformity  with  the 
treaty  with  Rnssia,  and  that  its  object  was, 
not  to  seize  the  Turkish  fleet,  but  to  com- 
pel the  execution  of  treaties. — With  res- 
pect to  the  other  points  of  the  speech,  I 
canuot  help  lamenting,  that,  on  the  subject 
of  peace,  it  should  be  so  worded  as  to  tend  to 
induce  abeliefthatpeace  would  be  rejected. 
Upon  this  subject  the  noble  viscount  (Sid- 
mouth)  has  nearly  anticipated  all  the  argu- 
ments which  I  meant  to  urge.    When  we 
contemplate  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  pla- 
ced, and  the  information  derived  from  the 
speech,  by  which  we  leam,  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  hostility  of  France,  Spain,  Hol- 
land and  Italy,  which  we  knew  before, 
Russia,  Austria  and  Denmark  are  also  hos- 
tile, and  Portugal  lost,  we  sorely  may  be 
excused  tor  considering,  whether  any  means 
exist  of  obtaining  a  just  and  honourable 
peace,     i  agree  perfectly  in  the  praise 
given  by  the  noble  viscount  to  the  noble 
lord  (Milton),  who,  in  spite  of  clamour  and 
dehision,   manfully    declared    sentiments 
which  evinced  a  just  and  magnanimous,  as 
well  as  a  judicious  and  correct  mind.    I 
woakl-be  the  last  man  to  call  in  question 
the  right  of  the  people  to  petition,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  peace  is  to  be  obtained 
by  petitioning  the  throne.     Petitions  of 
suco  a  nature  are  injurious,  not  because 
they  impart  to  .-Bonaparte  any  new  fact 
with  fespect  to  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  because  they  tend  to  convey  to 
tlie  enemy  an  exaggerated  representation 
of  that  situation,  which  rather  tends  to 
retard  than  accelerate  peace.     Anxiety 
mittt,  however,  naturally  be.  produced, 
when  in  addition  to  the  enemies  already 
enmnerated,  when  nearly  the  whole  coast 
of  the  continent  is  a  hostile  shore,  we  find 
that  there  is  a  probability  of  a  war  with 
^  United  States  of  America.    Such  an 
■mampied  criais  calls  for  the  ^ertion  of 


ev^  energy  of  the  country,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  one  cannot  help  looking  for- 
ward with  ffreat  anxiety  to  the  future. — 
With  regard  to  thd  two  propositions  as- 
serted by  ministers ;  first,  that  we  should 
not  enter  into  a  negotiation,  unless  the 
basis  of  that  negotiation  be  previously 
stated  ;  and,  second  lv>  that  we  should  not 
avail  ourselves  of  tKe  mediation  of  any 
power,  not  perfectly  impartial,  or  Sus- 
pected of  partiality  to  the  enemy,  I  can- 
not conceive  any  thing  more  preposterous. 
The  second  proposition  is  peculiarly  ui|ten- 
able,  because  we  do  not  accept  a  media- 
tor as  an  umpire,  but  merely  as  a  medium 
for  facilitating  our  communications  with 
the  enemy.  If  the  mediator  be  partial  to 
the  enemy,  what  injury  can  result  to  us  ? 
we  are  not  bound  by  his  senthnents  ;  and 
we  may  avail  ourselves  of  his  interposi- 
tion, by  rejecting  w)iich  we  may  provoke 
him  to  declare  against  us.  Such,  pre- 
cisely, has  been  the  case  with  respect  to 
Russia.  That  there  might  be  reasons  for 
rejecting  the  mediation  of  Russia,  and  that 
we  had  the  right  to  make  that  rejection,  if 
adequate  reasons  existed,  I  do  not  mean 
to  deny.  But  let  us  not  promulgate  new 
doctrines,  which  are  equally  irreconcile- 
able  with  practi<;e  and  principle.  Now, 
as  to  the  first  proposition,  I  contend,  that 
in  the  whole  history  of  this  country,  or  of 
the  negotiations  of  other  civilized  nations, 
no  precedents  can  be  found  to  sustain  it. 
If  ministers  can  prodluce  me  one  instance 
in  which  the  statement  of  a  basis  has  been 
insisted  up<Mi,  as  a  preliminary  to  negocia- 
tion,  I  pledge  myself  to  produce  ten  in-^ 
stances  of  a  contrary  practice ;  and,  as  to 
the  precedent  of  the  last  ne^ociation,  I 
should  draw  from  it  quite  a  diiierent  con- 
clusion from  that  which  ministers  seem 
disposed  to  press*;  for  I  think  it  must  be 
manifest,  that  the. case  of  that  negociation 
proves  howunimportant  it  is  to  the  object  of 
a  negociation  to  obtain  the  previous  state- 
ment of  a  basis.  In  fact,  such  a  thing  is 
a  matter  of  no  consequence,  and  ought 
not  to  be  insisted*  upon.-^As  to  that- topic 
of  the  speech  which  relates  to  Portugal,  it. 
appears  to  me,  that  ministers  have  appre- 
ciated the  subject  very,  erroneously  indeed. 
The  simple  questions  are,  wha^have  we 
lost,  and  what  have  we  gained  by  the  emi- 
gration of  the  court  to  the  Brazils  ?  We  have 
lost,  as  a  pubhcation  of  the  enemy  recently 
stated,  two  of  ^  the  most  important  port) 
for  us  on  the  whole  coast  of  the  continent 
of  Europe  (Lisbon  and  Oporto).  And 
what  have  we  gained  ?  sir  George  Staunton 
c  2 
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states^  that  when  be  was  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
the  shops  were  glutted  with  English  goods. 
What  then  are  we  to  obtain  in  addition  by 
the  presence  o(  the  prince  of  Brazils  in  that 
settkment  ?  How,  I  would  ask  ministers,  are 
the  Brazils  to  be  made  more  productive  for 
this  country,  than  they  have  been,  by  any 
ethermeansthanthosewhich  would  tend  to 
the  consummate  ruin  of  our  own  colonies? 
I  do  not  mean  to  revive  the  question  of  the 
Slave  Trade  with  this  or  any  other  topic. 
]Put,  I  contend,  that  the  increased  culture 
of  ^e  Brazils,  far  from  being  of  service, 
would  be  injurious  to  you ;  and  I  cannot 
conceive  how  the  emigration  of  the  court 
of  Pertuffal  to  that  territory,  can  extend  the 
Qiarket  for  your  goods,  which  it  had  al- 
ready aflwded  you.  Indeed,,  I  am  rather 
of  opinion,  with  a  late  demi-oiEci'al  decla- 
ration of .  the  enemy,  that  the  transfer  of 
the  IPortuguese  government  to  Ihe  Brasils 
will  turn  out  more  advantageous  for 
f ranee,  thaja  for  this  country.  In  so  far 
as  this  emigration  shews  any  friendship 
for  us,,  or  as  it  presents  a  contrast  to  the 
cpn.ductof  other  powers,  it  certainly  forms 
a  grateful  subject  for  the  contemplatioa 
of  mankind.  But,  as  to  the  commercial  or 
politicfal  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it 
to  this  country,  I  cannot  cioosent  to  delude 
my  country mfen  by  holding  out  s«ch  an 
idea»-r-In  all  that  i  have  said,  my  lords,  I 
have  carefuHy  abstamed  from  any  per- 
sonal reticence  to  the  conduct  of  those  by 
whom  his  majesty's  government  is  at  pre- 
s^n^  directed.  My  object,  is  to  conirader 
their  measures,  and  by  those  measures  to 
appreciate  their  merits.  I  must,  however, 
take  notice  of  setae  at  least  apparent  con- 
tradictions in  the  language  sind  conduct 
of  the  noble  lords  (m  the  other  side.  In 
reviewing  the  dreadful*  catalogue  of. evils 
which  menace  this  country,  I  do  believe 
that  I  speak  the  universal  sentiment  when 
I  gay,  that  the  greatest  additional  eala- 
mity  for  us,  and  the  greatest  advantage  for 
France  that  can.  well  ♦  be.  imagined,  woitkl 
Im  ^  war  with  America.  Suchj  indeed,  is 
the  language,  of  ministers  themselves ; .  and 
ytet  what  has'  been  their  conduct?  Why, 
at  the  very  time  wheait  is  most  material 
toi  avoid  such  a  war,  they,  as  1  am  ready 
to  maintain,  absolutely  aker  thelaw  of  the 
land  to  promote  it.  Ministers  state,  and 
in  that  I  agree  with  them*  that  no  difficulty 
or  danger  can  befal  die'  country  equal  to 
that  of  acquiescing  in  the  surrender  of  our 
maritime  rights.  If  America  were  to  put 
forth  such  a  claim,  then  a  call  upon  par- 
liaiQieat  and  the  country  to  resist  it  w6uld 


be  unanimously  answered  in  the  affirms 
tive.  But  America  has  not  asserted  an 
such  claim.  It  has, .  Indeed,  been  state 
that  she  has,  and  we  have  been  told  b 
some  noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  ths 
too  much .  c(»icession  has  been  alread 
made  to  that  power.  What  do  noble  lore 
mean  by  concession  ?  I  wish  when  sue 
assertions  are  made,  those  who  mak 
them  would  state  some  particulars.  ] 
they  refer  to  the  late  Treaty  with  Am€ 
rica,  which  the  American  government  r< 
fused  to  ratify,  I  contend,  that  so  far  froz 
too  much  concession  being  made  in  ths 
treaty,  it  absolutely  went  to  impose  re 
stricticms  upon  American  commerce  fa 
greater  than  those  mentioned  in  the  De 
claratton  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Bu 
yet,  the  lai£  ministers  felt  the  force,  an 
were  alivft  to  the  importance  of  all  tb 
reasons  vfhich  should  urge  this  country  t 
avoid  a  war  with  America.  Tbe  identiti 
of  language,  the  similarity  of  habits,  tb 
old,  the  commercial)  the  family  connec 
tions,  had  all  their  just  weight  in  our  fon 
sideration  of  thcjulyect.  We,  therefor^ 
determined  to  preserve  tho  old  laws  whic] 
regulated  our  intercourse ;  and  I  entertaii 
not  the  smallest  doubt,  th^  had  the  cours 
we  commence  been  consistently  pursu«(j 
it  would  have  answered  the  end  in  view 
by  pireaerving  the  amicable  relations  a»i 
just  interests  of  both  countries. -«-Thi 
speech,  I  observe,  studiously  separates  th< 
two  questions  involved  in  our  controvers] 
with  America;  namely,  that  of  the  afiaj 
of  the  Chesapeake,  and  that  relating  U 
our  Orders  of  Coun^l.  But,  .docs  anj 
man  suppose,  that  those  questions  will  bi 
separated  in  America  ?  i^o  :  n^  can  tbe^ 
be  separated  in  discussion  here.  In  ex 
amining  the  Orders  of  Council,  they  mus 
be  considered  in  three  points  (rfview;.  first 
as  they  affect  our  commerce;  secondly 
as  they  afifect  the  constitutton;  and  la^ly 
as- they  afiect  our  negociations  with  Ame- 
rica.. When  all  the  papers  relative  to  thii 
important  question  are  laid  before  thi 
house,  it  will  be  focus  particularly  to  in* 
qmre,  whether  his  vugesty's  govermnem 
can  constitutionally  enact  meh  prohibit 
tions,  as  these  Orders  of  Council  contain ; 
next,  whether  4he  time  chosen.  £m:  issuing 
those  orders  was  not  peculiariy  except 
tionable,  as  t^ey  must  serve  so  much  t< 
inflame  the  misads  ;of  the  Amencaos,  ali 
ready  ^  strongly  excited  agaiast  us ;  and 
ako,  whether  we. had  ai»y  jright  thus  U 
"aimifailate  the  whok  tnde  of  America-^ 
thus  to  fifty  to  Ihjit  fonrer^  .as  Jour  Ofden 
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tioBuble.    Our  ««ame  ou^  to  be,  to  ask 


distinctly  exfuressed^  **  Not  a  ship  of  yours 
shall   sail  which  shall  not  be  subject  to 
confiscatiofi  by  us,  or  to  conditions  whicii 
shall  subject  it  to  confiscation  by  the  ene-^ 
aiy  V*  I  repeat,  that  this  is  the  laagut^e 
which    the  decree  of  ministers  proclaims 
to  America,  and  I  would  ask*  whether 
such  language  is  recontileable  with  any 
law,  or  usage,  or  principle  of  equity  ?  Let 
me,  then^  intreat  your  lordships  deeply  to 
coHsider  this  subject ;  to  e)^amine  its  po- 
licy ;  to  interpose  your  authority  and  in- 
fluence for  the  purpose  of  restoring  moder- 
ation and   justice    to  your  government. 
What  the    late  ministers  did   in  conse- 
quence of  Bonaparte's  DecrA  of  block- 
ading of  J;he  British  isles  is  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  bouse.    They  retaliated,  not 
upon  'America  or  the  neutral  powers,  but 
upon   France.     The  Orders  of  Council, 
however,    commence  with  an  assertion, 
which  I  imd  echoed    in    his  majesty's 
speech.     In  that  speech  I  see,  for  the  first 
time,  a  tbing  unparalleled  in  any  produc- 
tion of  this  nature  upon  record ;  namely, 
an  imputation  cast  upon  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  goyernment  for  the  last  1 5 
years.    But,  when  such  an  imputation  is 
cast,  I  would  call  for  proofs  to  sustain  it. 
When  Bonaparte  issued  his  blockading 
Decree,  we  expressed  a  hope  that  such  a 
decree  vrould  not  be  acted  upon.     We 
might  be  thought  too  sanguine  in  that 
hope;   and  yet  we  were  not  altogether 
disappointed.    But,  what  have  the  preset 
ministers  done  by  their  Oiders  of  Council  ? 
Why,  instead  of  urging  Bonaparte  to  re>- 
vokc  his  decree,  they  have  produced  the 
issue  of  other  decrees,  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  that  which,  in  &ct,  could  n^er 
have  been  executed,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
aid  derived  from  our  Orders  of  Council. 
W^hat  did  we  do  ?  We  aidhered  to  the  prin*- 
ciples  of  the  law  of  nations.    It  has  al- 
ways been  a  principle  of  that  law,  that  the 
trade  between  the  enemy's  ports  should 
be  interdicted  during  war,  and  we  extend- 
«1  that  interdict  to  Holland,  Spain,  aj>d  the 
other  nati<ms,  which  we  fotmd  to  be  sub- 
servient to  the  commands  of  the  enemy. 
We  did  not  atteaspt  to  extend  a  system  ^ 
blodcade  for  ail  £ur(^,  b>r  taking  the 
coune  which  the  present  ministers  have 
done  in  their  Orders  of  Council,  and  in 
which  I  maintain  they  have  ftotually  irio* 
lated  an  articltt  of  Magna  Charta.    They 
ooold  not,  I  contend,  i^pon  the  king's  au- 
thority, oonstiiiftiionally  decree  s.«^h  ex* 
titonunanr  prohibitions,  Biit^  their  mode 
of  fmoocwng  has  been  ahogelher  eseq^ 


the  neutral  powers -whether  they  meant  to 
submit  to  Bonaparte's  blockading  decreed 
and  if  soj  that  we  mu&t  act  accordingly. 
Now,  this  oourse  we  dkl  take;  but  the 
present  minisiers  did  not  wait  for  any  re- 
ply to.  this  requisition,  at  least  from  Ame- 
rica, before  they  issued  their  Orders  of 
Council.  Now,  it  turns  out,  as  I  am  in'« 
formed,  that  America  received  the  most 
sati6£(u:tory  assurances  from  the  French 
government,  that  its  blockading  decree 
would  not  be  acted  upon  against  American 
shipping-  In  point  of  fact,  it  appears, 
that  it  never  was  so  acted  upon.  Why, 
then,  the  whote  foundation  upon  which 
our  Orders  of  Council  profess  to  rest,  is 
iom  away,  andministers,  by  their  indis- 
creet precipitancy,  have  put  unnecessary 
fett^s  upon  our  own  commerce,  and  most 
unjust  restrictions,  oi*  rather  a  total  prohi^ 
bition,  upon'  the  commerce  of  America. 
Bi^  what  the  farther  conaequences  of  such 
precipitancy  may  be,  it  is  painfol  to  con* 
'  template.  W  hat  must  be  their  <^;>einition 
in  America  !  How  much  must  this  aid  the 
view4  of  the  French  party,  if  such  a  party 
be  there !  Had  you  waited  for  the  answer 
of  the  American  government,  before  yon 
issued'l^se  Orders  of  Council,  and  nad 
sUch  answer  implied  an  acquiesceoce  tni 
the  French  decree;,  theh  your  friends  in 
America  might  have  maintained  that  atiy 
restrictions  imposed,  through  you  upon 
American  itrade ,  were  attributable  to  the 
hostility  of  Frapfce  and  the  connivance  of 
the  American  government*  This  impres- 
sion would  ha^'e  been  highly  serviceable 
to  yon  in  America,  and  prejudioid  to 
franco.  But,  your  haste  has  rendered  that 
hopek;ss.  France,  however,  never  did,  as 
I  have  already  sa^,  act  under  its  extra- 
vagant decree,  against  any  America  ship. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  it  ever  meant 
to  enforce  such  a  decree,  lliat  and  all- 
the  other  decrees  of  the  same  cbaraeter 
which  have  since  followed,  were,  I  firm)y 
believe,  but  mere  .experiments  li^pon  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  the  British  go- 
vernment; and  these  experiments  have 
unfort^mately  had  but  too  much  success. 
France  iirita^ted  you  to  come  forward  moA 
execute  decrees  which,  if  it  were  not  for 
your  aid,  mMetha^  boon  a  mere  doftd  tot» 
ter,  eaecept  in  her  own  por^ss,  iA  which  yen 
oouM  not  at  any  time  interne  widi  bet 
jurisdictioa.  The  French  decrees  coidd  in 
fact  avati  nothing,  if  yon  had  miti  pm*- 
doftil^.  But>  in  e,gg]9«ration  of  Ae  other 
miichiefe  resdlMBg  Kmnfoar^ftdifi^'yea 
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liave  placed  this  country  in   that  state, 
with  tespect  to  America,  in  which  France 
Would  h^ve  been,  had  yonr  course  been 
dHferent.    Fot,  although  France,  by  its 
decree,  originated  the  system  of  restriction, 
yet  all  the  odium  of  the  system  will  attach 
to  you  in  America,  in  consequence  of  ydur 
inconsiderate  haste.    Your  conduct  must 
be  viewed  with  reference  to  this,  as  well  as 
the  other  topics  I  have  referred  to,  when 
we  come  to  consider  those  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil;   I  hope  I  shall  always  hie  found  to 
stand  up,  and;  I  trust,  firmly,  for  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  my  country ;  but,  yet,  I 
would  ask,  does  any  privilege  belong  to  us, 
is  any  principle  to  be  found  that  can  war- 
rant the  restrictions  which  ministers  hav'e 
imposed  upon  American  cotmnerce  ?  And 
i  would  also  ask,  upon  what  grounds  the 
paragraph  in  the  speech,  which  refers  to 
these  restrictions,  can  be  justified  ?  1  allude 
to  that  paragraph  if^^hich  implies  a  censure 
upon  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  go- 
verrmiientfora  series  6f  years,  by  regretting 
his  adherence  to  justice  and  moderation. 
Such,  I  am  cei'tain,  are  not  the  personal 
^ntiments  of, his  majesty:   no,  they  are 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  his  life ; 
they  are,  indeed,  in  that  proportion,  unfit 
to  be  put  intosuch  a  declaration.  The  plain 
interpretation,  in  fact,  of  this  paragraph 
is  this,  *' thatweliave  been  too  long  car- 
rying on  a  most  unequal  content  of  justice 
against  injustice."     But,  if-  so,  I  maintain, 
diat  all  the  advantage*  of  the  contest  have 
been  on  our  side.  Is  this  the  day,  then,  in 
which  we  are  to  be  told,  that  tor  the  last 
15  years  we  have  suffered  by  following 
the  principles  of  justice?  Could  that  great 
man,  (Mr.  Pitt)  whose  opinion  "has  had 
such  influende  on  our  councils  during  that 
period,  could  he,  my  lords,  look  down  upon 
this  declaration,  how  much  would  he  de- 
'  precate  the.  sentiment,  that  we  ought  to 
terminate  the  "  unequal  contest  in  which 
we  have  been  engaged,  of  justice  against 
injustice  {** — ^The  noble  baron  here  shortly 
reoapitnlated  the  topics  upon  which  he  had 
touched,  and  concluded  with  an  impressive 
appeal  to  the  house,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
an   immediate  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of 
measures,  calculated  to  conciliate  the  po- 
pulation of  that  country.    The  principal 
points  to.  which  he  would  direct  the  atten- 
tkm  of  the  house  npon  this  subject  were 
f<ftmiliar  to  their  lordships,  and  he  con- 
jured hismsyesty^s  ministers  to  use  their 
utoiost:  endeavours  to  remove  every  ob- 
stmfctittaitotheatt^iQamentof  those  objects; 


for,  compared  Uf  the  question  of  Ireland^ 
^ery  other  subject  which  called  fop  their 
attrition— every  topic  that  had  been  al- 
bded  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  was 
trijBing— was,  in  fact,  little  else  than 
driving  nails  into  the  sheathing  of  a  ^hip, 
while  her  main  timbers  wei^^  on  the  point 
of  starting. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  said,  he  should  not 
have  considered  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  justified*,  if  they  had  not  taken 
the  first  opportunity  at  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament, to  ask  for  the  support' and  unani- 
mity of  parliament.  It  had  been  demanded 
by  a  noble  lord  (Grenville),  on  what  prin- 
ciples had  ministers  undertaken  the  attacl^ 
on  Copenhagen  ?  Unless  there  were  cir- 
cumstances to  make  the  noble  lord  disbe- 
lieve what  his  majesty's  speech  contained 
on  that  subject,  the  noble  lord  ought  to  be- 
lieve it ;  but  there  were  facts  and  proofs 
before  the  world  to  justify  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers.  The  noble  ford 
had  misunderstood  the  facts,  when  he 
asserted  that  this  country  did  jiot  acquire 
its  information  by  legitimate  means.  If 
the  government  had  acquired  it  by  illegi- 
timate means,  they  had  done  an  act  which 
merited  reprehension  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  ^^0  sooner  had  Austria  and  Russia 
fallen,  than  France  became  ruler  of  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Our  enemy  had  the 
power  and  the  will  to  injure  us,  and  the 
situation  of  Europe  justified  ministers  in 
adopting  any  offensive  er  defensive  mea- 
sures, necessary  for  the  protection  of  this 
country  against  the  power  of  France. 
When  France  declared  our  ports  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  the  interests  of  iieutrai 
states  were  reciprocal ;  but  neutral  states 
were  bound  to  protect  themselves ;  and  if 
they  did  not  do  so,  England  was  entitled, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  to  adopt  principles 
necessary  to  support  her ,  commerce,  and 
for  her  preservation.  He  would  ask  the 
noble  lord,  wl\ether  there  was  any  state  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  where  justice  was 
to  be  had  on  the  established  law  of  na« 
tions  ?  The  law  was  the  will  of  the  French, 
and  consequently  the  law  of  Great  Britain 
must  be  to  provide  for  her  preservation. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  his  mar 
jesty's  government  did  receive  information 
that  there  were- secret  engagements  in  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit  to  employ,  the  navies  of 
Denmark  and  Portugal  against  thiscountry. 
The  evidence  required  by  the  noble  lord  to  • 
prove  this  fact,  was  of  a  descripticm  which 
could  not  possibly  be  produced.  I^  go- 
vernment were  toconununicate  private  in* 
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farmAtion  there  would  be  an  end  of  all 
confidence,  and  at  this  time,  when  Europe 
was  under  the  controul  of  France,  the  lives 
of  individuals,  friendly   to  this,  country, 
wou  Id  inevitably  fall  a  sacrifice.  There  were, 
however,    facts   in  corroboration,  which 
proved  that  his  majesty's  ministers 'did  re- 
ceive private  information  of  the  nature  al- 
luded to,  and  no  statement  appeared,  even  in 
the  papers  published  by  order  of  the  Firench 
government,  to  contradict  the  assertion. 
That  information  was  corroborated  by  a 
variety  of  other  channels  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  each  other.    It  was  corrobo- 
rated by  the  testimony  of  the  government 
of  Portugal,  to  whom  it  was  proposed  to 
make  common   cause  with  the   continent 
against  England,  and  to  unite  their  fleet 
with  that  of  Spain,  of  France,  and  of  Den- 
mark, to  enable  the  confederacy  to  make 
a  general  attack  upon  these  inlands.     It  was 
corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  differ- 
ent persons  in  Ireland,  where,  strange  to 
say,  all  the  designs  and   projects  of  the 
enemy  were  most  speedily  known^  and 
where  it  was  promised  that  the  combined 
fleets  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Denmark, 
would  make^  a  descent  both  oh  Ireland 
and  this  country.     Nay,  what  wa?  'more, 
not  only  were  these  means  pointed  out  to 
the  disaffected  in  Ireland,  but  they  were, 
moreover,    made    acquainted    with    the 
period  of  time  when  the  design  was  to  be 
carried  into   execution.     As  to  the  inten- 
tions of  Denmark  towards  this  country, 
as  little   doubt  could  be  entertained.    It 
was  now  well  knowa  that  Denmark;  upon 
a  comparison  of  the  inconveniences  that 
would   result  from  a  rupture  with  this 
country  and  with  France,  was  of  opinion 
that  t&Q  disadvantages  of    a  war  with 
France  would  be  less  than  those  of  a  war 
with  England ;   and,  as  to  the  state  of 
forward  preparation  of  her  fleet,  certain 
circumstances  appeared  to  our  naval  offi- 
cers, which  proved  to  them  that  the  fleet 
was  intended  soon  to  put  to  sea. — Now, 
as  to  the  question,  why  we  did  not  also 
attack  the  Kassian  flfet,  there  were  abun- 
dant reasons  for  not  doing  it.     Was  it 
wished  that  we  should  have  proceeded  to 
Cronstadt  and  seize    the  Russian  fleet, 
while  we  lefl  the  Danish  fleet  of  16  sail 
of  the  line  behind  us?  The  Russian  fleet, 
besides,  was  not  so  ready  for  sea,  nor  so 
well  calculated  in  any  respect  as  the  Da- 
nish fleet   to  carry  the  designs  of  the 
enemy  into  execution.     Moreover,  there 
were  many  circumstances  in  the  Treaty 
ofTiUlt  which  indisposed  the  people  of  I 


Russia  against  that  ti'eaty,  and  even  atthe 
time  the  seizure  of  the  I)anish  fleet  was 
known  at  Petersborgh,  the  emperofr  of 
Russia  seemed  more  disposed  than  before 
to  renew  his  relations  with  this  country.-— 
As  to  all  that  had  been  urged  against  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  against  the  dispute 
with  America,  those  were  questions  h^ 
should  not  now  enter  into.  While  nego« 
ciation  with  America  was  pending,  it  was 
doubtless  better  to  abstain  from  toy  dis* 
cussion  that  would  only  tend  more  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  two  countries. — He 
lamented  the  uncalled-for  mention  of  the 
state  of  Ireland.  The  concessions  alluded 
^to  by  the  noble  baron  could  not  now  be 
thought  of.  Indeed,  even  if  those  con- 
cessions were  made,  still  greater  ones 
would  be  ca,lled  for,  and  there  would  be  no 
end  to  such  demands.  He  had  made  it 
his  business  to  trace  the  evil  in  Ireland  to 
its  remotest  source;  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  concessions  alluded  to  would  not 
quiet  the  people  of  that  country  for  one 
single  month. 

The  Earl  o£  Buckinghamshire  said,  he 
gave  the  noble  lord  credit  for  the  truth  of 
the  information  he  had  received,  but  he  had 
not  seen  any  document  to  prove  that  Den- 
mark was  in  league  with  France,  or  that 
the  Danish  fleet  was  to  be  employed  by 
the  enemy.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Pittas 
opinions  respecting  the  rights  of  indepen^ 
dent  states,  and  contended,  that  that  great 
statesman  would  never  have  countenanced 
such  a  proceeding  as  the  attack  upon  Den- 
mark. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  considered  it 
an  extraordinary  mode  of  endeavouring 
to  procure  unanimity,  by  withholding  all 
documents,  if  there  were  any  that  could 
give  authenticity  to  the  statement  of  mi-< 
nisters.  Why  were  not  the  Secret  Arti- 
cles of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  produced  ?  It 
wo^ld  not  be  necessary  to  give  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  communicated  to  mi* 
nisters  their  information ;  but,  if  it  existed, 
surely  they  might  give  the  information 
itself  to  the  house.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  attack  upon  Copenhagen. 
That  treaty  was  concluded  in  July ;  the 
attack  on  Copenhagen  took  place  eai-ly  in 
August,  and  the  Expedition  must  have 
been  at  least  some  weeks  in  preparation. 
With  respect  to  the  stores  said  to  have 
been  collecting  at  Copenhagen,  it  was  well 
known,  that  the  Danish  government  anr 
nually  expended  a  certain  sum  in  laying 
in  naval  stores,  but  not  more  this  year 
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than  usual.  The  Danish  fleet  was  far 
IriDin  being  well  equipped,  even  when 
sent  over  here.>  But  the  Danes  were  said 
to-'be  in  hostility  with  us.  Surely,  when 
we  attacked  a  man's  property,  we  had  no 
right  to  confer  it  as  an  aggression  that 
he  endeavoured  to  repe!^  us.  The  noble 
lord  then  took  a  view  of  the  conduct  of 
ministers  with  regard  to  Portugal.  He 
diought  the  flattering  prospects  held  out 
respecting  the  trade  to  the  Brazils  ex- 
tremely delusive,  and  observed,  that  not- 
withstanding the  secret  understanding 
which  ministers  pretended  they  had  with 
Portugal,  the  Prince  Regent  would  have 
remained  at  lisbon,  had  iiot  an  article 
appeared  in  the  Monitcur  stating  that  the 
House  of  Braganaa  had  "  ceased  to  reign/' 
TTie  late  Orders  of  Council  he  declared  to 
be  highly  unconstitutional,  as  they  con- 
fiscated property,  and  dispensed  with  the 
Navigation  Act,  without  the  authority  of 
parliament. 

Loi'd  Mulgrave  said,  that  ministers  never 
pretended  to  have  possession  of  any  Se- 
cret Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit ;  but 
they  were  possessed  of  secret  projects  and 
agpe^nents  entered  into  at  Tilsit.  With 
regard* to  Portugal,  he  assured  the  noble 
earl,  that  there  was  not  only  an  under- 
standing with  that  power,  but  that  a  se- 
cret treaty  had  been  coficluded  between 
his  ma^sty  and  the  Prince  Regent.  The 
only  reason  why  that  treaty  was  not  laid 
on  the  table  was,  that  it  contained  an  arti- 
t^le,  stipulating  that  it  ^ould  not  be  made 
public  without  the  consent  of  both  the 
contracting  parties.  He  could  not  ccnn- 
municate  it  until  tlwrt  authority  was  ghren. 
•—The  motion  for  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  duke  of  Norfolk  was  then  put  and 
negatived. 

Lord  GrermHe  rose  to  move  another 
amendment.  The  address  implied  an  ap- 
probation of  the  r^ection  of  the  oflered  me- 
diation of  Rus^a.  Instead  of  which  he  pro- 
posed to  insert  words,  which  would  have  the 
«flfeet  of  stating,  that  their  lordships  could 
not  but  feel  that  their  approbation  must  de- 
pend upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case^; 
and  that  they  therefore  could  not  express 
any  opinion  upon  the  subject,  imtil  -the 
necessary  information  Was  submitted  to 
them.— This  amendment  was  put,  and  also 
negatived  without  a  division.  The  origi- 
nal Address  was  then  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  presented  to  hts  mi^^sty  in  the 
usual  form. 

[FaOTlST  AOAHIST  THE  SEIZURE  OF  THE 

ij^M^Ntss  ^BET.]   A  motioQ  wtt  made  to 


omit  the  fourth  paragraph  in  the  motior* 
^ an  Address  to  theTnrone  (viz.  the  para- 
graph respecting  the  Seizure  of  the  DanisH 
Fleet),  and  the  question  being  put,  "  That: 
the  said  paragraph  do  stand  part  of  the  mo- 
tion,'* the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

"  Dissentient, — Because  no  proof  o£ 
hostile  intention  oh  the  part  of  Denmarl^ 
has  been  adduced,  noi*  any  case  of  neces- 
sity ma(k  out,  to  justify  the  attack  upon. 
Copenhagen,  without  which,  the  measure 
is,  in  our  conception,  discreditabfe  to  the 
character  and  injurious  to  the  interests  oF 
this  Country. 

W.  Frederick,    Vassal  Holland, 
Rawdon,  Norfolk, 

Lauderdale,  SiDMOtJTH. 
Grev, 
"Dissentient,  for  the  above  reasons,  and 
for  those  that  follow: — ^Because,  It  has 
only  been  through  the  slow  and  painful 
progression  of  many  ages,  that  civilized 
nations  have  emerged  from  a  state  of  con- 
tinual insecurity  arid  violence,  by  the 
establishment  of  an  universal  public  law, 
whose  maxims  and  precedents  have  been 
long  acknowledged  to  be  of  the  same  force 
and  obligation,  as  the  municipal  consti- 
tutions of  particuter  states.  A  system 
which  has  gradually  ripened  with  the  ad- 
vancement of  learning  and  the  extension 
of  commerce,  and  which  ought  to  be  held 
sacred  and  inviolate  by  all  governments,  as 
binding  the  whole  civilized  world  under 
one  politic  and  moral  dominion. — Because, 
Alleged  departures  from  the  principles 
and  authority  of  this  public  law,  in  the 
eariiest  stages  of  the  French  Revolution, 
were  held  out  by  the  pariiament  of  Great 
Britain,  as  the  origin  and  justification  of 
the  first  war  with  revolutionary  France, 
and  because  in  all  its  subsequent  stages, 
the  continuance  of  hostilities  was  uni- 
formly vindicated  in  various  acts  of  state, 
as  being  neces^ry  for  the  support  of  the 
moral  and  political  order  of  the  world, 
against  the  avowed  disregard  and  subver- 
sion  of  it  by  the  different  governments  of 
France,  in  their  groundless  and  improvoked 
attacks  upon  the  independence  of  unof- 
fending nations.— Because,  The  people  of 
G.  Britain,  on  being  repeatedly  called 
upon  by  the  King  and  Parliament  to  sup- 
port the  public  law,  thus,  alleged  to  have 
been  violated,  and  to  exhibit  an  etcample 
to  the  most  distant  ages,  of  inflexible  na- 
tional virtue, ,  submitted  to  the  heaviest 
burdens,  and  sacrificed  the  most  essential 
advantages,  rather  than  consent  to  any 
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peace,  which  was  considered  by  their  go- 
remment    as    an  abando^meiit  of  their 
allies,  or  as  an  inadequate  security  for  the 
rights  and  {Privileges  of  other  nations :  and 
because  it  appears  in  many  State  Papers, 
dnrtn^  the  progress  of  the  wars  with  the 
different   governments  of  France,  that  it 
was  the  duty  and  the  interest  of  G.  Britain, 
and  her  pledge  to  the  world,  to  maintain 
inviolate  the   acknowledged  principles  of 
public  law,  as  the  only  roundations  upon 
which  the   relations  of  peace   and  amity 
between  nations  could  be  supported. — Be- 
cause, It  is  the  first  and  most  indispensable 
maxim  of  public  law,  founded  indeed  upon 
the  immutable  principles  of  justice,  that 
ao  violence  should  be  offered  by  one  state 
to  anotherr  nor  any  intrusion  made  upop 
the  rights,  property,  independence  or  se- 
curity  of  its  inhabitants,  except  upon  an 
aggression  by  such  state,  and  the  refusal 
of  adequate  satisfaction  ;  or  m  the  rare 
instan<:e  of  indispensable  necessity,  involv- 
ing national  destruction,  such   as  in  the 
case  of  an  mdividual  would  justify  homije 
cide,  or  destruction  of  property  for  self^ 
preservation :    and    because  the  observ- 
ance of  this  rule  should,  if  possible,  be 
hdd  more  sacred  by  great  and  powerful 
nations,  it  being  the  very  end  and  object 
of  universal  law,  to  give  perfect  security 
to  the    weakest  communities   under  the 
rfiadow  of  an  impartial  justice.— >Because, 
Tile  late  attack  upon  Copenhagen,  in  a 
season  of  profound  peace  with  the  crown 
and  people  of  Denmark,  and  immediately 
fbllowif^  the  solemn  Declaration  by  the 
Crown  Prince,  of  his  i^solution  to  main- 
tain his  neatraiity,  and  to  consider  any 
nation  as  an  enemy  which  should  seek  to 
dtstnrb  it,  would,  without  some  just  cause, 
which  in  this  case  is  wholly  unsuppmted 
hrproof,  t>ea  niostfuaitifost  and  unprin- 
cipled dc^artAre  from  the  whole  system  of 
moral  policy  and  justice,  which  the  Bri- 
ti^  Government  had,  as  above,  professed 
lo  act  upon,  inasmuch  as  ^ny  contempt  or 
vioUftion  of  public  law  by  the  Government 
•f  Rsuice,  though  it  might  release  Great 
Britain  from  afi  observance  of  it,  as  far  as 
regarded  such  offending  belHgerent,  could 
not  possible  destroy  or  aHect  its  protective^ 
sanctions  in  her  iniercouTses  with  friendly 
and  peaceable  states.    On  the  contrary, 
it  ought  to  have  invested  the  Law  of  Na- 
tiom  with  a  more  binding  and  sacred  obli- 
f^tion,  since  thle  professed  object  and  jus- 
toiication  6f  our  war  with  Frahce  at  <hat 
very  moment  was  to  restote  to  a  suffering 
world  the  good  fAtth  and  security  which 
VolX 


had  been  lost  by  a  contempt  of  its  domi- 
nion.^-Because,  information  of  a  projected 
confederacy  between  France  and  Den- 
mark, assumed,  without  evidence,  to  have ' 
been  communicated  to  ministers  through 
channels  which  called,  on  their  parts,  lor 
inviolable  secrecy,  might  be  a  foundation 
for  acquitting  them   from  blame,  if  the 
question  before  the  house  had  been  tjie 
propriety  of  their  acquittal  or  condem- 
nation, yet  it  cannot  possibly  justify,  in 
the  absence  of  all  pro6f,  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  pronouncing  their  attack  upon 
Copenhagen  to  be  an  act  of  indispensable 
duty  ;  because,  giving  credit  to  the  decla- 
rations of  ministers,  that  they  had  infor- 
mations of  such  projected  confederacy,  it  is 
impossible  for  this  house  to  know  whether 
they  ought  to  have  been  acted  upon  to  so 
dreadful  an  extent,  without  having  before 
it,  most  precisely  and  distinctly,  the  spe- 
cific nature  of  such  communications,  so  as 
to  be   able  to  e^imate  the  credit  due  to 
them,  not  only  from  the  facts  themselves, 
but  fron^  the  situations  and  characters  of 
the  persons  by  whom  they  were  made. — 
The  condnct,  besides,  of  ministers,  in  the 
whole  transaction,  is  in  manifest  opposi- 
tion to  this  principle  of  the  attack.    They 
made  no  such  charge  upon  Denmark  when 
before  Copenhagen,  ijor  even  pretended  to 
have  invaded  her  with  a  cause  of  war. 
Tlieir  language  upon  the  spot,  and  even  ii| 
the  Address  proposed  to  his  majesty,  is  the 
language   of  regret,  a  language*  utterly 
inconsisterit  with  the  vindication  of  a  pro- 
ceeding, which  would  have  been  as  mild 
and  foi1}earing  against  an  enemy,  as  it  was 
barbarous  and  treacherous  against  a  friend. 
The  position  also  of  Denmark,  when  the 
assault  was  made  upon  her,  is  the  strongest 
evidence  to  resist  the  presumption  of  an 
understanding  with   France.    Her  army- 
was  In  Holstein,  which  France  was  me- 
nacing, whilst  Zealand  was  left  defenceless, 
and  the  ships  dismantled,  at  a  moment 
when  the  consciousness  of  a  treaty  or  con* 
federacy  must  have  suggested  to  all  the 
confederating  parties,  the  necessity  of  con- 
centrating the  whole  force  of  Denmark,  to 
defend  her  capital,  and  to  secure  her  fleet. 
— ^Because,  no  evidence  whatever  has  been 
laid  before  the  house,  to  establish  any  hos-* 
tile   confederacy  between  Denmark  and 
France,  nor  any  design  oh  the  part  of  the 
former  to  depart  from  the  strictest  neu- 
trality ;  on  the  contrary,  the  above-men- 
tioned solemn  declaration  of  the  Crown 
I  Prince  to..the  British  minister  ought  to  have 
been  received  by  his  majest^s  servants  as 
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the  pledge  of  a  firm  resolution  to  maintain 
neutrality  ;  and  because  nothing  short  of 
a    hostile  design  in  the  government   of 
Denmark   could  justify    the   demand'  of 
her  fleet,  or  the  bombardment  of  Copen- 
hagen, to  enforce  the  surrender  of  it. — 
Because,  It  was  completely  in  the  power 
o£  G.  Britain  to  have  protected  the  Danish 
fleet  from  any  hostile  attack  of  France, 
which  destroys  the  pretence  of  such  an 
indispensable  necessity  as  could  alone  jus- 
tify even  the  slightest  trespass  upon   a 
peaceable  and  urioftending  state. — Because, 
Still  assuming,  in  the  absence  of  all  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary,  tjiat  the  government 
of  Denmark  was  faithful  to  her  neutrality, 
no  speculation  of  the  probable  fall  of  her 
iOleet  into  the  possession  or  power  of  France, 
could  possibly  justify  its  hostile  seizure  by 
G.  Britain.    Such  a  principle  would  be 
utterly  subversive  of  the  first  elements  of 
public  law,  as  being  destructive  of  the  in- 
dependence of  weaker  states,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  create  ajurisdictfon  in  the  stronger 
nations  to  substitute  their  own  security  and 
convenience  for  the  general  rule,  and  mvest 
them  also  with  the  sole  privilege  of  deter- 
mining the  occasions  upon  which  they 
misht  consider  theI^  to  be  endangered  ; 
ana  because  to  justify  the  attack  and  plun- 
der of  a  weak  unofiending  power,  upon 
the  assumption  that*  a  stronger  bellige- 
rent might  otherwise  attack  and  plunder 
her,  would  be  to  erect  a  new  public  law 
upon  the   foundations  of  dishonour  and 
violence,  making  the  tyrajmy  of  one  na- 
tion a  warrant  for  substituting  the  domi- 
nion of  oppression  for  the  sacred  obliga- 
tions of  morality,  humanity,  and  justice. — 
Because,  supposing  it  to  have  been  not 
only   probable,    but   even   certain,   that 
France  could  have  succeeded  in  carrying 
away  in  the  winter  the  ships  and  stores 
from  Copenhagen,  but  without  the  consent 
of  Denmark,  laithful  to  her  neutrality,  the 
iniquity  of  that  act,  in  sound  policy,  inde- 
pendently of  all  considerations  ot  justice, 
ought  to  nave  been  left  to  the  French  Go- 
vernment to  perpetrate ;  because  the  car- 
cases of  the  ships  would  have  been  the 
only  fruit  of  an  act  of  the  deepest  atrocity, 
whilst  the  indignation  of  a  brave  and  gene- 
rous people,  now  too  justly  directed  against 
G.  Britain,  would  then  have  been  pointed 
against  JFrance ;  and  Denmark,  with  the 
protection  of  our  fleets,  might  have  kept 
ppen  the  Baltic  to  our  commerce,  and  ex- 
tended our  maritime  means  of  restorinjg 
the  tranquillity  of  the  world.—Because, 
.Until  this  attack  upon  Copenhagen  shal] 


receive  vindication  by  proof  of  its  justice^ 
or  condemnation,  in  the  absence  of  it,  from 
the  parliament  ht  G.  Britain,  she  has  lost 
her  moral  station  in  the  world,  since  the 
very  system  of  wrong  and  violence,  which' 
she  has  so  long  confederated  Europe  to 
destroy,  at  the  expence  of  her  blood  and 
resources,  will  have  b^en  established  and 
confirmed  by  her  own  example. — Because, 
A  whole  nation  ought  not  in  the  mean  time 
to  be  dishonoured,  nor  its  immemorial  cha- 
racteristic brought  into  question  for  the 
acts  of  ministers  ;  and  because  it  is  the 
duty  of  those  subjects,  who,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  government,  h^ve  the  high 
privilege  of  perpetuating  their  sentiments 
upon  the  public  records  of  their  count;y, 
to  vindicate  themselves  from  the  impq- 
tation  of  having  acquiesced  in  acts  of  the 
gi-eatest  injustice.  "  Erskine." 

H0US&   OF   COMMONS. 

Tfiursday^  January  21,  1808. 

The  house  met  this  day  for  the  dispatch 
if  business.  At  three  o'clock,  Mr.  Quarme>  - 
yeoman  usher  of  the  black  rod,  appeared 
within  the  bar,  and  informed  the  house 
that  the  lords,  authorized  by  virtue  of  his 
majesty's  Commission,  desired  the  imme- 
diate attendance  of  the  house,  in  the  house 
of  peers,  to  hear  the  commission  read. 
The  Speaker,  accompanied  by  several 
members,  accordingly  attended.  On  their 
return,  the  Speaker  took  the  chair,  and 
acquainted  the  house,  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  24th  of  his 
present  majesty,  he  had  ordered  writs  ^o 
be  issued  for  the  election  of  members  for 
the  following  places :  Beaumaris,  in  the 
room  of  lord  Newborough,  deceased :  Lin- 
coln, in  the  rpom  of  colonel  Monson,  de- 
ceased :  Tavistock,  in  the  room  of  lord 
viscount  Howick,  now  earl  Grey:  the 
county  of  Monaghan,  in  the  room  of  R. 
Dawson,  esq.  deceased ;  and  the  county 
of  Donnegs^l,  in  the  room  of  H*  V.  Brooke, 
esq.  deceased. — ^The  Clandestine  Outlawry 
bill  was,  according  to  custom,  read  a  fiiist, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2nd  time. — New 
writs  were  ordered  as  follow :  For  the  bo- 
rough of  Mitchel,  in  the  room  of  G.  G. 
Mills,  esq.  who  had  accepted  the  Chiltem. 
Hundreds:  for  Whitchurch,  in  the  room 
<)f  the  hon.  W.  Broderick,  who  had  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  one  of  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury :  for  Stamford, 
in  the  room  of  general  lieland,  deceased  ; 
and  for  Clithero,  in  the  room  of  the  hon. 
J.  Cust,  now  lord  Bro^mlow.  , 
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[The  Lords  Commissioners^  Speech.] 
The  Speaker  acquainted  the  house  that 
that  house  had  been  in  the  house  of 
peers,  where  the  lord  chancellor,  one  of 
the  lords  authorized  by  his  majesty's  com- 
mission, had  read  a  most  gracious  speech 
from  his  majesty,  of  which,  to  prevent 
mistakes,  he  had  obtained  a  copy. — He 
then  proceeded  to  read  the  Speedi  from 
the  chair,  for  which  we  refer  to  our  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  lords,  see  p.  1 . 
After  the  Speaker  had  finished  the  Speech, 

Viscount  Hamilton  (son  of  the  marquis 
of  Abercom)  rose  to  move  the  Address. 
His  lordship  began  by  observing,  that  he 
would  not  waste  the  time  of  the  house,  by 
entering  too  much  into  detail  on  a  subject 
which  tney  understood  a  great  deal  better 
than  he  could  possibly  pretend  to  do.  But 
they  all  knew  the  situation  of  Europe,  and 
the  situation  of  Great  Britain;  they  all 
knew  the  nature  of  the  struggle  in  which 
this  country  was  engaged ;  they  all  knew 
the  inveteracy  of  the  merciless  and  exas- 
perated foe,  who  was  bent  on  their  de- 
struction ;  thev  all  knew  the  value  of  the 
objects  for  wnich  Great  Britain  had  to 
contend  ;  they  all  knew  that  she  stood 
mlone  in  the  contest,  that  on  no  human 
power  <x)uki  she  place  any  reliance,  that 
she  had  to  depend  only  on  her  own  re- 
sources, on  her  own  spirit,  and  on  her  own 
determination.  These  were  facts  that 
were  self-evident,  they  were  subjects  of 
public  notoriety,  and  he,  therefore,  trusted 
that  the  house  would  acquit  him  of  pre- 
sumption in  speaking  of  them.  We  were 
not  only  opposed  as  man  to  man,  or  as 
nation  to  nation,  against  one  of  the  most 
gigantic  powers  that  ever  existed  in  the 
world,  but  to  a  power  whrch,  in  addition 
to  its  own  strength,  had  succeeded  in  ab- 
sorbing into  itself  almost  ^very  other  Eu- 
ropean state.  The  situation  of  the  coun- 
try was,  therefore,  most  critical ;  it  re- 
quired the  most  vigorous  exertions,  it  de- 
manded the  most  liberal  sacrifices.  Faint 
beartedness  would  be  our  destruction. 
There  was  no  mid-way  for  us  bet^veen 
foccess  and  ruin.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, the  contemplation  of  the  resources 
and  spirit  of  the  country,  was  a  subject  of 
consolation  and  pride ;  and,  however  the 
protraction  of  the  war,  with  the  inevitable 
burdens,  and  the  partial  obstiiiction  to 
commerce,  which  that  protraction!  occa- 
maakd,  were  i»  be  lamented,  we  had  only 
t»  look  around  us,  to  be  thankful  for  the 
cowtfast  which  we  presented  to  the  neigh- 
bwnng  natupis;  to  be  thankfiil  for  the 


liberty,  for  the  happiness,  for  the  /pre- 
eminence which  we  enjoyed ;  to  be  thank- 
ful, that  instead  of  our  means  having  been 
impaired  by  our  difliculties,  they  had,  on 
the  contrary,  increased  with  them,  "and 
had  been  cemented  by  the  very  circum- 
stances which  were  projected  for  their  de- 
struction. Great  Britain  at  the  present 
moment  exhibited  the  astonishing  specta- 
cle of  a  country,-  which,  at  the  end  of  15 
years  war  with  ^  most  powerful  antagonist,  - 
had  gained  every  thing,  and  lost  nothing. 
Every  M'^here  we  had  inflicted  blows  on 
our  enemy;  no  where  had  we  received 
a  blow  from  him.  Our  commerce  had 
flourished ;  our  wealth  had  encreased ;  our 
possessions  had  multiplied.  Our  navy, 
always  formidable,  had  swept  every  hos- 
tile fleet  from  the  face  of  the  ocean.  War, 
the  curse  of  every  other  nation,  had  to 
Great  Britain  been  a  comparative  blessing. 
Indeed,  such  was  the  extraordinary  state 
of  Europe,  that  he  apprehended  very 
much  that  war  was  the  only  mode  by 
which  the  advantages  which  we  had  ac- 
quired, could  be  maintained.  Peace,  un- 
der the  present  circumstances,  while  it 
would  be  as  expensive  to  us  as  war,  would 
be  tenfold  more  dangerous.  Successfully, 
however,  as  we  had  resisted  the  machina- 
tions and  the  violence  of  the  foe,  still  the 
house  was  not  less  bound  to  take  care  that 
those  ministers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  di- 
rect the  resources  and  the  energies  of  the 
country,  were  fulfilling  that  duty;^  that 
they  were  competent  to  the  discharge  of 
the  functions  with  which  they  were  in- 
vested ;  and  that  they  deserved  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  confidence  of  the  country. 
This  would  be  best  ascertained  by  a  re- 
trospect of  their  acts,  and  those  acts  were 
so  fully  described  in  his  majesty's  most 
gracious  speech,  *that' it  appearea  to  him 
needless  to  recapitulate  them.  In  the  re- 
^t  which  his  majesty  expressed  at  hav- 
mg  been  compelled  to  adopt  hostile  mea- 
sures against  Denmark,  the  house  would 
undoubtedly  join ;  but  it  would  be  a  regret 
unmixed  with  reproach,  it  would  even  be  a 
regret  overpowered  by  feelings  of  gratitude 
to  his  majesty  for  his  paternal  care  in 
rescuing  the  countiy  from  the  most  for- 
midable danger  to  which  it  had  ever  been 
exposed ;  for,  after  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit, 
after  the  subsequent  conduct  of  Austria 
and  of  Denmark,  it  was  impossible  that 
any  man  could  doubt  of  a  combination  of 
powers  having  been  formed  against  us. 
Perhaps,  among  the  various  causes  which 
had  l^id  the  ccmtinentaV  states  at  the  foot 
D  2 
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of  France,  none  had  contributed  more 
'largely  to  produce  that  disastrous  eiiect, 
than  the  facility  with  which  those  states 
admitted  every  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, of  which  the  enemy  wished  to  avail 
himself.  We  alone  had  avoided  becoming 
the  victiihs  of  the  credulity,  the  irresolu- 
tion, and  the  delay,  that  had  overwhelmed 
all  other  countries.  God  forbid  that  we 
should  ever  degenei*ate  into  an  imitation 
of  them  !  He  trusted  that  at  such  a  crisis, 
encompassed  as  we  were  by  external  pe- 
rils,^  we  should  never  be  cursed  with  the 
greatest  of-  all  evils,  a  timid  and  feeble 
government.  High  as  the  spirit,  and  ex- 
tensive as  the  resources  of  the  country 
were,  its  danger  would  indeed  be  immi- 
nent, were,  the  administration  of  its  affairs 
placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who,  with 
their  eyes  open  to  the  designs  of  the  ene-^ 
my,  would  be  content  to  reply  tp  his  acts 
by  arguments,  or  hesitate  to  act  them- 
selves &om  the  apprehension  of  respon- 
sibility. Too  long,  indeed,  had  that  ene- 
my been  permitted  to  proceed  in  his 
career  of  violence  to  neutral  powers  for 
the  aggrandizement  of  his  own.  That  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen  was.  most  im- 
portant and  most  critical,  every  one  must 
nave  felt  when  its  termination  was  in 
suspense ;  .^very  one  must  now  feel  that  it 
was  most  wise.  Its  criterion  was  its  suc- 
cess. With  respect  to  the  evils  by  which 
it  was  accompanied,  every  effort  had  been 
made  to  avert,  and  subsequently,  to  miti- 
gate them.  He  challenged  the  annals  pf 
Europe  to  produce  an  instance  of  a  war- 
like enterprise,  in  which  so  much  entreaty 
had  been  resorted  to  before  success,  and 
so  much  forbearance  manifested  after  it. 
What  his  majesty's  ministers  had  planned 
with  "decision,  they  carried  into  effect 
with  a  force  which  could"  leave  the  Danes 
no  hope  of  triumphing  in  a  contest ; 
aod  he  confessed,  he  could  no  more  con- 
sider the  Danish  government  as  justified 
in  sacrificing  the  Hves  of  so  many  gal- 
lant men  in  a  hopeless  resistance,  than 
he  could  admire  the  heroism  of  the 
prince,,  who,  himself  escaping  firom  the 
dangers  by  which  he  was  eavircmed, 
coolly  devoted,  his  capital  to  destruction, 
and  its  inhabitants  to  slaughter.— r-Hie 
9onduct  of  the  Russian  government  was 
another  proof,  that  on  ourselves  we  must 
depend  for  our  security,  and  even  for  our 
existence.  This  last  lesson  that  we  had 
received,  Vas,  surely,  the  last  lesseoE  we 
could  require  to  prove  to  us>  that  hew^ 
rw  ready  we  might  foe  to  qo^opetald 


with  the  nations  of  Eufope  in  the  cans^ 
of  Eiirope,  to  our  own  cause,  to  oiHselves 
alone  we  must  look.  Accustomed  as  we 
had  lately  been  to  witness  extraordinary- 
events,  he  could  not  avoid  expressing  th# 
astonishment  which  he  felt  to  see  the  em- 
periM*  of  Russia,  the  champion  of  the  con« 
tinent,  secured  by  his  situation  from  the 
fate  which  had  overtaken  other  countricsi^ 
voluntarily  put  the  last  hand  to  the  deera«> 
dation  of  the  powers  of  Europe ;  to  see  nim. 
descend  from  the  proud  eminence  on  which 
he  had  been  placed,  for  the  purpose  of 
violating  his  engagements,  and  of  crouch^ 
ing  under  the  throne  of  that  usurper  whom 
he  bad  so  recently  insulted  and  defied^ 
That  such  should  have  been  the  conduct 
pursued  by  the  emperor  Alexander,  must 
be  deeply  lamented.  Unsatisfactory  in* 
deed,  was  the  consolation,  that  the  time 
would  soon  come,  when  he  would  have 
infinitely  more  reason'  to  repent  that  con* 
duct,  than  we  had  now  to  lament  it.  The 
contrast  which  the  firmness  and  magna-* 
nimity  of  the  king  of  Sweden  displayed, 
commanded  equally  our  admiration  and 
our  support ;  and  he  was  sure  that  the 
house  would  gladly  etiable  his  mi^e&ty, 
not  only  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with 
that  gallant  prince,  but  also  to  show  the 
world  that  it  was  not  by  the  quantum  of 
immediate  interest  that  we  measured  our 
national  faith  and  friendship.^^Of  th« 
many  important  subjects  of  consideratioii 
suggested  by  his  majesty's  speech,  wm^ 
were  more  importaint  than  the  principles 
adopted,  and  the  steps  taken  by  our  go- 
vernment, to  frustrate  the  enemy's  Be* 
signs  against  our  commerce.  So  import 
tant  and  so  complicated  w^«  these  sub* 
jects,  that  he  felt  he  should^  presume  too 
far,  if  he  troubled  the  house  with  an  opi-r 
juon  upon  them  of  such  little  weight  as 
his  own.  As  far,  however,  as  regarded 
the  principle  of  the  measures  adopted  hf 
his  majesty's  painisters  he  might,  perhaps* 
be  allowed  to  avow  his  sentiments.  It  war 
the  broad  principle  of  retaliation  and 
self-defience.  The  conduct  of  France  had 
annihilated  every  thing  in  the  world  lik« 
neutrality.  There  existed  but  two  powers 
—the  enemy's  and  our  o^vn— fortunately, 
these  powers  were  too  unequal  to  ^^larm 
us  for  the  consequences;  even  should 
America  be  added  to  the  number  of  our 
foes  ;.aii  event  whix^  could  in  bo  wise  b» 
attribi^ed  to  aaisconduot  ov  preoipitaliai 
Qn  tkt,  part  ^i  hb  inajesty^s  ijovenment. 
In  a  Hiooient  of  fipensy  EvaAce  iMid  issued 
edkta  letvoUod  at  wr  qonmwce*    ibd 
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the  object  of  tliese  measured  been  obtain- 
ed ;  liad  they  even  p«irtiaUy  crippled  our 
means,  the  consideration  that  a  temporary 
distress  to  ourselves   vvas  utter  ruin  to  our 
upponeuts,  must  liave  induced  us  to  per- 
severe in  the  contest  with  tranquillity  and 
firmness  :   but,   the    very  reverse  was  the 
fact.    So  far  from,  our  means  having^  di- 
mim&hed,  although  the  different  branches 
of  oui  commerce  might  vary  in  extent, 
the  aggregate  of  it  exceeded  that  ^f  die 
most  prosperous  period  of  our  history ; 
so  much  so  indeed,  that  his  majesty,  in  his 
most  gracious,  speech,  expressed  his  con- 
titience,  that  no    material  increase  to  the 
burdens  of  his  people  would  be  necessary. 
—The  noble  lord    trusted,  that  we  migiit 
look  forward  'with  as  much  hope  and  sa- 
tisfaction as  ^'e  could  look  back  with  con- 
tent and   gratitude.-    There  was  one  sub- 
ject from  the   contemplation  of  which,  in 
every  point  of  view,  unalloyed  pleasure 
raust  be  derived  ;  it  was  the  rescue  from 
tlie  po^er  of  France,  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  faithful  of  our  allies,  transferred 
from  a  country  weak  and  indefensible,  to 
one  secure  and  powerful ;  an  occurrence 
which  aiibrded  a  field  for  brilliant  anti- 
cipations on  our  part,  into  which  he  would 
not  enter,  as  he  felt  that  they  were  of  an 
extent  and  importance  beyond  his  powers 
of  description,   holding    out  commercial 
aud   political    advantages  in  the  highest 
degree  encouraging  to  us.     l|e  was  afraid 
that  he  had  trespassed  too  long  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  house>  and  should  therefore 
only  add,  that  under  the  impression  of  the 
leelings  which  he  experienced,  he  should 
move, 

'*  That  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to. his  majesty,  to  return  his  majesty  the 
4  h^ks  of  this  house,  for  the  gracious  Speech 
which  he  has  directed  to  be  delivered  by 
ibe  lords  commissioners:-  To  assure  his 
majesty,  that,  in  this  important  conjunc- 
ture of  aflairs,  he  will  find  in  us  the  same 
determination  with  which  his  majesty  him- 
helf  is  animated,  t6  support  the  honour  of 
ills  crown,  and  the  just  rights  and  interests 
of  his  people  ;  andv  humbly  to  thank  his 
majesty,  for  having  been  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  mfbrm  us  that  as  «oon  as  the  result 
f »f  the  Negotiation  at  Tilsit  had  confirmed 
the  inHaenceand  controul  of  France  over 
the  poweis  of.  the  continent,  his  majesty 
was  apprized  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  enemy  to  combine  those  powers  in  one 
f;eoerai  confederacy ;  that  such  confede- 
racy was  to  be  directed  either  to  the  latifB 
fuigogatiop  of  his  sM^e^ty's  Ipagdpni^  or 
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to  the  imposing  upon  his  majesty  an  inse- 
cure and  i^ominious  peace ;  and  that,  for 
this  pmrpose,  it  was  determined  to  force 
into  nostilities  against  his  majesty,  states 
.which  had  hitherto  been  allowed  by 
France  to  maintain  or  to  purchase  their 
neutrality,  and-  to  brin^  to  bear  against 
different  parts  of  his  majesty's  dominions, 
*the  whole  naval  fierce  of  Europe,  and  spe- 
cifically the  fleets  of  Portugal  and  Den- 
mark ;  Und  htmibly  to,  assure  his  majesty^ 
that  we  concur  with  his  majesty  in  think- 
ing, that,  under  those  circumstances,  ^he 
placing  of  those  fleets  out  of  the  reach  of 
such  a  confederacy,  became  an  object  of 
essential  and  indispensable  necessity  for 
the  security  of  his  majesty's  dominions  :—- 
lliat  while  we  feel  perfectly  ccmvinced, 
from  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  natu- 
ral generosity  of  his  majesty's  mind,  that 
it  must  have  been  with  die  greatest  reluc- 
tance th^t  his  majesty,  in  pursuing  this  im- 
portant object,  so  far  as  related  to  the  Da- 
nish Fleet,  felt  himself  compelled  (when 
his  majesty's  endeavours  to  open  a  Nego- 
tiation with  the  court  of  Denmark  had 
failed),  to  order  his  commanders  tO' resort 
to  the  eittremity  of  force  ;  we  at  the  same 
time  most  heartily  congratulate  his  ma- 
jesty upon  the  success  which  attended  the 
execution  of  this  most  painful  but  neces- 
sary service : — ^That  we  learn,  with  great 
satisfaction,  that  the  object  which  his  ^ma- 
jesty had  to  accomplid^,  with  respect  to 
the  Fleet  of  Portugal,  was  happily  attain- 
able in  a  manner  more  congenial  to  his 
majesty's  feelings;  and  that  the  timely 
and  unreserved  communication,  by  the 
court  of  Lisbon,  of  the  demands  and  de- 
signs of  France,  confirming  to  his  majes- 
ty the  authenticity  of  the  advices  which 
his  majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  state 
that  he  haci  received  from  other  iquarters, 
naturally  entitled  that  court  to  an  entire 
confidence  on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  in  the ' 
sincerity  of  the  assurances  by  which  that 
communication  was  accompanied,  as  well 
as  to  every  degree  of  forbearance  compa-. 
tible  with  the  ultimate  and  indispensable 
pbject  of  security  to  his  majesty's  domi- 
nions :-^  And  to  offer  to  his  majesty  our 
most  hearty  congi'atulations,  that  this  confi*- 
dence  and  forbearance  of  his  majesty  have 
been  justified  by  the  event;  and  that 
the  ieet  which  had  been  destined  as  t^e 
instrument  of  vengeance  against  Great 
Britain  has  be^fi  preserved  from  the  grasp 
of  France,  and  is  now  employed  in  con« 
veying  to  its  .Ameriean  possessions  the 
h^es  and  fortunes  of  the  Portuguese  mo« 
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narchy ;  joining  with  his  pi^esty  in  im- 
ploring the  blessings  of  D?vine  Provi- 
dence upon  that  great  enterprise,  and 
rejoicing  in  the  presei-vation  of  a  power 
so  long  the  ally  of  Great  feritain,  and  in 
the  prospect  of  its  establishment  in  the 
new  world  in  augmented  strength  and 
splendour : — To  lament,  in  common  with 
his  majesty,  that  the  determinjltion,  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy^  to  excite  hostili- 
ties between  hi^  majesty  and  his  late  al- 
lies, the  emperors  of  Russia  and  of  Austria, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  have  proved  so 
successful ;  and  to  concur  with  his  n^ajesty 
in  the  propriety  of  his  not  having  accepted 
the  proffered  mediation  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  until  his  majesty  might  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  Russia  was  in  a  con- 
dition .to  mediate  impartially^  and  until 
the  principles  and  the  basis  on  which 
France  was  ready  to  negotiate  were  made 
knqwn  to  his  majesty  ;  and  whilst  we  see 
with  regret  the  course  pureued  by  the  em- 
peror of  Austria  aixd  the  king  of  Prussia, 
to  Assure  his  ms^esty,  that  we  are  happy 
in  hearing  that  his  majesty  has  given 
them  no  ground  of  complaint,  and  that 
they  have  not  even  at  the  moment  when 
their  ministers  respectively  demanded  their 
passports,  alledged  any  pretei\ce  to  jus- 
tify, or  any  distinct  cause  to  account  for 
that  proceeding : — To  return  his  majesty 
our  humble  thanks  for  having  been  gra- 
ciously pleaded  to  direct,  that  Copies  of 
the  Official  Notes  which  passed  between 
his  majesty^s  ambassador  and  the  minis- 
ters for  foreign  affairs  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  of  Russia,  pending  the 
Negotiations  at  Tilsit,  as  well  as  of  the 
Official  Note  of  the  Russian  minister  at 
this  court,  which  contained  the  offer  of 
his  Imperial  majesty's  mediation,  and  of 
the  Answer  returned  to  that  Note  by  his 
majesty's  command ;  and  also.  Copies  of 
the  Official  Notes  of  the  Austrian  minister 
at  this  court,  and  of  the  Answers  which 
his  majesty  coininandcd  to  be  returned  to 
iheiTij  should  be  laid  before  us. — That  we 
hear  with  concern  that  his  majesty's  ear- 
nest endeavours  to  tenuinate  the  war  with 
the  Ottoman  Poite  have  been  defeated 
by  the  maL'hi nation.'^  of  France,  not  less, 
the  enemy  of  the  Porte  than  of  Great 
Britain  :  —  That  we  rejoice  to  find,  that 
while  the  influence  of  France  has  unfortu- 
nately proved  too  succesfsFul  in  exiciting 
new  wars,  and  preventing  the  termination 
of  existing  hostjlttt*?H  against  this  country, 
the  king  of  Sweden  has  rt^sisted  every  at- 
tempt to  prevail  upon  liirn  to  abandon  his 


alliance  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  convey 
to  his  'majesty  our  assurance,  that  we  feel 
with  him  the  sacredness  of  the  duty  which 
the,  firmness  and  fidelity  of  his  Swedish 
majesty  impose  upon  Great  Britain  ;  and 
that  we  will  cheerfully  enable  his  majesty 
to  discharge  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this 
country:— To  thank  hjs  majesty  for  in- 
forming us,  that  the  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
Atnity,  and  Navigation,  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  had  been  signed  by  commissioners 
duly  authorized  for  that  purpose,  has  not 
taken  eilect,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ratify'that  instruinent: — To  acknowledge 
with  great  satisfaction,  his  majesty's  just  ice 
in  offering  spontaneous  reparation  for  an 
unauthorized  act  of  force  committed  against 
an  American  ship  of  war,  and  to  lament 
that  an  attempt  has  been  made  on  the  part 
of  the  American  government  to  blend  the 
question  arising  out  of  this  act,  with  pre- 
tensions inconsistent  with  the  Maritime 
Rights  of  Gheat  Britain ;  and,  while  we 
concur  with  his  majesty  in  earnestly 
hoping  that  the  American  government 
may  still  be  actuated,  in  the  discussion 
now  pending  between  the  two  countries, 
by  the  same  desire  to  maintain  peace  and 
friendship  on  which  his  majesty  has  uni- 
formly acted,  at  the  sjime  time  to  offer 
our  humble  and  hearty  acknowledgments 
to  his  majesty  for  the  determination  which 
he  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  express, 
to  maintain  unimpaired  the  Maritime 
Rights  of  Great  Britain : — Humbly  to 
thank  his  majesty,  for  having  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  order  that  Copies  of 
the  Orders  should  be  laid  before  us,  which 
his  majesty  has  issued  with  the  advice  of 
his  privy  council,  in  consequence  of  the 
Decrees  of  the  enemy,  which  declared  his 
majesty's  dominions  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  subjected  to  seizure  and 
confiscation  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  this  kingdom,  and  to  assui'e  his 
majesty,  that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  these 
Orders  into  our  early  consideration : — 
To  return  his  majesty  our  humble  thanks 
for  having  ordered  the  Estimates  of  the 
current  year  to  be  laid  before  us ;  and  to 
assure  his  majesty,  that  he  may  confidently 
rely  upon  our  readiness  to  make  such  pro- 
vision for  the  public  service  as  the  urgency 
of  affairs  may  require  : — ^That  we  hear 
with  great  satisfaction,  that  notwithstanding 
the  difficulties  which  the-  eneniy  has  en- 
deavoured to  impose  upon  the  Commerce 
of  bis  maje^ty'a.  subjects^  and  upon  their 
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iUtercourse  with  other  nations,  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  have  continued  in 
the  last  year  to  he  so  abundant,  as  to  have 
pioduceo,  both  from  the  temporary  and 
icrmanent  revenue,  receipts  considerably 
.jrger  thaii  that  of  the  preceding  year ; 
ma  that  our  satisfaction,  arising  from  this 
.r.'of  of  the  solidity .  of  these  resources, 
^:u  be  greatly  increased,  if,  according  to 
:..t:  hope  which  his  majesty  has  been  gra- 
..oLsly  pleased  tp  express,,  we  shall  be 
^nibled  to  raise  the  necessaiy  supplies  for 
":t  present  year,  without  any  material 
-jJiiions  to  the  public  burdens: — To  as- 
^  ire  his  majesty,  that  we  feel  the  firmest 
.  nriction,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  just  and 
I  ational  war,  it  is  that  which  his  majesty 
15  now  coDDipelled ,  to  prosecute  :  that  this 
.\arinits  principle  is  purely  defensive  ; 
iod  that  much  as  we  should  rejoice,  in 
imnmon  with  his  majesty,  at  the  attain - 
ni«.at  of  a  peace  which  would  secure  to  us 
tne  safety  and  blessings  which  belong  to 
peace,  yet  that  we  are  firmly  persuaded, 
irat  such  a  peace  can  only  be  negotiated 
on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality  :  and  tHat 
iiVe  display,  as  it  is  our  fixed  determi- 
nation to  do,  in  this  crisis  of  the  fate  of  the 
country,  the  characteristic  spirit  of  the 
Bntlsh  nation,  and  face  unappalled  the 
unnatural  combination  which  is  gathered 
iround  us,  the  struggle,  under  the  blessing 
of  Divine  Providence,  will  prove  successful^ 
and  glorious  to  Great  Britain :  — And  finally 
to  assure  his  majesty,  that  in  this  awful 
and  momentous  contest,  we  confidently 
rely  upon  the  firmness  of  his  majesty,  who 
haa  no  cause  but  that  of  his' people  ;  and 
that  his  majesty  may  reciprocally  rely  on 
'lit  constancy  and  the  affectionate  support 
01*  his  faithful  commons/' 

Mr.  Charles  Ellis  rose  to  second  the  ad- 
drtss.  Seldom,  he  said,  had  so  many  im- 
i»ortant  events  been  crowded  together  in 
such  a  short  space  of  time,  as  that  which 
Lad  intervened  since  the  close  of  the  last 
^e^ioD.  These  had  been  stated  so  com- 
prehensively in  the  speech  fi'om  the  throne, 
that  it  was  UHnecessary  for  him  to  enter 
into  any  enumeration  of  them.  The  vigi- 
lance with  which  his  majesty^s  ministers 
bad  watched  the  projects  of  the  enemy^ 
and  the  energy  with  which  they  had  de- 
feated thoseprojects,  had  been  amply  ma- 
nifested. With  respect  to  the  design  en- 
tertained by  France,  of  compelling  Den- 
mark to  join  the  confederacy  against  Great 
Britain,  his  majesty  had  declared,  that  he 
bad  previous  intimation ;  which  subsequent 
fcveats  corroborated.    As  to  the  nature  of 


this  intimation,  it  perhaps  could  not  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  house,  nor  perhaps 
ought  to  be  so.  If  ministers  were  in  pos- 
session in  July  of  the  information  alone, ' 
which  has  since  been  publickly  disclosed, 
they  would  have  failed  in  their  duty  had 
they  not  acted  as  they  had  done.  He 
hoped  that  no  greater  difierence  of  opinion 
would  exist  on  this  subject  in  the  house, 
than  what  existed  throughout  the  country 
at  large.  If,  however,  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters should  be  attacked  upon  it,  they 
would  be  well  able  to  defend  themselves.  . 
Of  this  he  was  convinced,  and  he  was  wil- 
ling to  admit  it,  that  had  the  gentlemen 
opposite  remained  in  power,  they  would 
have  done  no  such  thing.  A  similar  at- 
tempt had  been  made  by  France  on  Portu- 
gal, but  the  frankness  of  the  court  of  Lisbon, 
and  its  determination  neither  to  lend  its 
aid  to  the  confederacy  a^inst  Great  Bri- 
tain, nor  to  abandon  Bntish  persons  and 
property  to  the  possession  of  the  French, 
entitled  it  to  the  confidence  of  his  majesty's 
government,  and  justified  that  government 
in  pursuing  a. different  line  of  conduct 
from  that  adopted  in  the  case  of  Denmark. 
Adverting  to  the  Russian  Declaration, 
the  hon.  gent,  contendeld,  that  a  character 
very  foreign  from  that  of  Russia  marked 
the  composition,  not  only  in  the  s.ort  of 
arguments  adduced,  but  in  the  peculiarities 
of  the  style,  which,  if  not  French  manu- 
facture, was  the  most  happy  imitation  of  it 
that  he  had  ever  seen.  Had  the  Russian 
manifesto  appeared  without  a  title,  no  one 
could  have  hesitated  to  ascribe  it  to  the 
same  pen  as  that  by  which  the  defence  of 
it  in  the  Moniteur  nad  been  produced.— 
The  relative  situation  of  this  country  and 
America  might  afford  ample  room  for 
remark,  but  the  subject  was  of  such  a 
delicate  nature  that  he  should  abstain  from 
enlarging  upon  it  at  present.  The  magna- 
nimity of  his  majesty  in  offering  reparation 
for  injury,  was  most  praise  worthy.  He 
trusted  that  the  Americans  would  see  that- 
it  was  not  their  true  policy  to  unite  them- 
selves to  France.  The  exception  made 
in  their  favour  in  the  British  Orders  of 
Council  would,  he  hoped,  be  felt  by  them ; 
an  exception,  of  the  propriety  cJ  which 
he  somewhat  doubted,  disposed  as  he  was 
to  bestow  on  those  orders  his  general  and 
decided  approbation.  The  project  of  ex- 
cluding us  from  the  continent  was.  now 
trying;  the  trial  would  require  on  our  part 
great  constancy,  great  exertions,  and  great 
sacrifices.  Of  the  result,  there  could  be 
no  apprehension.    They  h^d  enjoyed  the 
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sutisfaction  of  hearing  from  the  throne  of 
the  stability  of  the  resources,  and  the  flou- 
rishing state  of  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  moral  character  of  our  go- 
▼ernifnent  and  of  our  people,  in  the  wisdom 
and  energy  of  the  one,  in  the  brayefy  and 
unanimity  of  the  other,  we  possessed  com- 
plete assurance  of  success  in  the  contest  in 
which  we  were  engaged.  If  he.  dwelt 
more  on  the  necessity  of  war,  than  on  the 
more  popular  topic  of  the  possibility  of 
peace,  it  was  not  because  he  estimated 
too  lightly  the'  blessings  of  peace,  but 
because  he  dreaded  the  effects  of  a  hasty 
and  premature  one.  We  had  ample 
means  of  carrying  on  war.  In  our  nary 
we  had  not  only  the  most  efficient 
defence,  but  a  greater  power  of  active  hos- 
tility than  perhaps  we  were  yet  ourselves 
aware  of.  By  exerting  our  naval  force  in 
^ery  possible  direction,  we  might  show 
the  enemy  that  a  pfedondnant  navy  gives 
a  power  scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  a  con- 
quering army ;  we  might  contnml  the 
htfughty  mind  of  the  ruler  of  France,  and 
inspire  him  with  that  respect  for  this  coun- 
try, which  alone  would  insure  permanent 
tranqviility. 

Lord  Mikon  did  **not  rise  to  ^erppose  the 
address,  but  to  express  his  regret  that 
when  Russia  elfered  her  good  o^ces  as  a 
mediator,  his  rbajesty's  ministers  had  not 
thought  %t  to  accept  them.    He  could  not 

'  be  suspected  of  any  disposition  at  this  mo- 
ment to  encourage  a  .divisitm  of  opinion 

^  o»  the  subject  of  peace  or  war,  after  recent 
occurvences  of  considerabk  publicity,  in 
which  he  had  ta&en  a  decided  part.  To 
the  epiiuon  which  he  then  expressed,  he 
sUU  adhered.  He  conceived  it  much 
bettei'  to  repress  any  clamour  en  the  sub- 
ject tBttil  it  should  be  ascertained  what 
steps  had  been  taken  by  his  tnajesty^s  mi- 
Riisters  for  t^e  restoration  of  peace.  At 
the  same  time,  when  he  h^ard  flourishing 
deBCriptionsof  ihe  state  of  the  country  and 
ol^'its  commerce,  he  cwM  not^voidtemark- 
ing,  that  had  the  persons  who  made  those 
aaise^tiotis  attended  more  to  the  subject, 
they  •would  have  abstained  from  them. 
Locked  up  as  wib  were  from  the<:i>ntinent, 
ciosed  as  every  market  was  to  our  manu- 
fketures,  how  was  it  possible  that  our  com- 
merce eould  thritie  ofr  be  in  a  flcmrishing 
condilffcm  ?  He  owned  that  he  <hi^  iioped 
to  have  heard  some  assurance  from  his 
nltijes^'iministers;  that  they  were  anxious 
for-the-restoration  <yf^aoe ;  and  that  they 
vfere  ready  to  embrace  an  opportunity  m 
aegodwioB,   from  -  ^hatcrer   qtarter  it 


might  proceed.  No  such  assurances  h'<; 
been 'given.  On  the  contrary,  his  majesty 
speecn  breathed  a  warlike  spirit,  deciarii 
tnat  we  were  ready  to  act  with  hostilii 
not  only  aflnainst  France  but  against  t] 
whole  world.  A  great  deal  had  been  sa 
on  the  attack  of  Copenhagen.  It  h; 
beqn  asserted,  that  ttie  house  and  t] 
country  must  give  full  credit  to  his  m 
jesty's  ministers  for  the  motives  by  whi< 
they  had  been  actuated.  He  would  sa 
that  to  attack  a  neutral  country  as  v 
attacked  Copenhagen  was,  prima  facie,  ui 
justifiable.  It  might  be  justifiable  ;  b 
hp  repeated  that,  prima  facie,  it  was  n 
so.  For  his  part,  he  could  not  see  tl 
probability  tnat  Denmark  would  hai 
sided  with  France  had  we  not  attacked  h< 
It  seemed  to  him  more  likely  that  si 
would  have  resisted  France.  Ine  summ 
had  been  an  eventful  one.  We  had  goi 
to  war  with  Denmark ;  we  had  gone 
war  with  Russia  ;  Austria  had  recallc 
her  ambassador ;  the  Orders  of  Coun< 
and  other  transa^ions  would  probab 
produce  a  rupture  with  America  ;  ai 
yet,  under  such  circumstances,  the  hou 
were  to  be  amused  with  fine  declamatio 
CHVthe  extent  of  our  resources,  and  on  tl 
progressive  encrease  of  our  commerc 
Undoubtedly,  after  the  necessary  pape 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  would  be  tl 
more  proper  time  for  discussing  these  sul 
jects  ;  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  th 
publicly  recording  his  regret,  that  his  m 
jesty's  speech  contained  no  assurances  ol 
disposition  to  restore  peace,  at  a  time  wIm 
the  whole  body  of  the  manufacturers 
the  kingdom  wereexperiencing  such  seve 
calamities. 

Mr.  George  Ponsmtby  observed,  that  1: 
majesty's  speech  contained  such  a  varie 
of  topics,  that  it  was  difficult  to  express  i 
opinion  upon  it.  Had  the  usual  cour 
prevailed  in  this  instance ;  had  the  sui 
stance  of  the  speedi  been  known  to  tl 
public  for  two  or  three  days  before  tl 
delivery  trf  tt,  this  difficulty  would  ha 
been  much  lessened.  Not  only  did  tl 
speech  embrace  a  great, variety  of  topi< 
but  it  was  the  longest  speech,  he  believe 
that  was  ever  Tead  from  the  chair.  It  r 
<pxired,  therefore,  the  utmost  circumspe 
tion  in'  speaking  df  it,  to  prevent  the  e: 
presslon  of  ideas  not  exactly  conceive 
The  first  object  of  the  speech  as  it  coi 
cemed  this  country,  related  to  peace 
war  with  f'rancfe,  and  the  other  powers 
tite  continent.  It  was  impossible  for  hi 
to  ^ve  a  direct  opinion  of  tbe  negotiati^ 
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the  dearest  object  of  national  concem-r— 
national  character.  .  He  hoped  he  should 
not  be  charged  rrith  aspen ty  in  the  re- 
marks which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  on  ' 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  mover  of 
the  Address,  and  from  the  Hon.  seconder. 
He  had  hbard  the  noble  lord  with  great 
pleasure,  on  account  of  the  considerable 
ability  which  he  had  displayed :  but,  with 
the  highest  deference  and  respect  towards 
him,  he  was  bound  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  doctrine  he  had  broached. 
Ministers,  in  his  majesty 's  speech,  justified 
the  attack  of  a  country,  neutral,  as  it  yet 
appeared,  and  unbnending,  as  it  yet  ap- 
peared, by  declaring  that  a  determinatioit 
existed  on  the  part  of  France,  to  seize  the 
fleet  of  Denmark,  and  to  convert  k  into 
the  means  of  hostility  against  this  coun- 
try. This  was  the  justification  in  the 
speech.  But  the  noble  lord  and  the  bon. 
seconder  justified  the  step  on  the  ground 
that  his  majesty  Had  too  long  forbx)rn,  and 
had  been  too  long  patient  ot  the  flagitious 
conduct  of  France  to  other  powers,  and 
that  he  was  right  in  departing  from  the 
course  which,  until  that  hour,  he  had  pre- 
scribed to  hiwiself.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  first  ground  of  justification,  how.  the 
determination  of  France  to  endeavour  to 
compel  the  Danes  to  join  the  hostile  con- 
federacy against  this  country,  could  jus- 
tify our  government  in  attacking  the  ca- 
pital, and  seizing  the  fleet  of  lSeimiark,i 
without  knowing  whether  or  not  she  would 
have  agreed  to  join  that  confederacy,  was 
beyond  his  comprehension.  If  compre- 
hensible at  all,  it  must  be  from  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  weakness  of  Demnark  might 
induce  her  to  submit.  Now,  if  he  under- 
stood the  other  ground  of  justification,  ik 
vC'as,  that  our  government  were  not  bound 
to  wait  for  any  indications  from  neutral 
nations ;  but  that,  because  Bonaparte  had 
acted  unjustly  to  such  nations,  our  govern- 
ment were  authorised  in  acting  unjustly 
too.  In  the  whole  course  of  the  present 
war  it  had  been  the  high  boast  of  this 
country,  that  her  conduct  had  been  uni- 
formly fair,  forbearing,  just,  and  mode- 
rate. It  had  been  always  used  as  a  great 
argument  in  that  house,  to  induce  the  peo- 
ple to  support  their  difficulties  with  firm- 
ness, .  that  however  unjust  and  oppressive 
the  acts  of  France  had  been,  England  had 
evinced  an  opposite  disposition,  and  had 
been  as  remarkable  for  her  good  faith  as 
France  had  been  fpr  her  tpe"Schery.  The 
maintenance  of  such  a  character  for  ho- 
nour, dignity,  and  fidelity^  must,  in  a  long 


Of  intercourse,  betw^eea   the  court  of  Lon- 
don and  the    coujrts    of  Petersburgh  and 
\icana.    Were   Ue    to  speak  generally  on 
the  subject  of  peace  or  war,  he  would  say, 
tittt  peace   ipros    l>e3rond  all  question  thie 
fint  interest  of  £ngla,nd,  it  was  our  great- 
est blessings  "but  tHis  was  an  abstract  pro- 
powtioa;  he    <3o«il<l    not  decide  positively 
on  this  particulai.r  subject,  in  the  absence 
•fthepapers»  ^wliich.  would  show,  whether 
or  not  peace    could    have  been  obtained, 
OMnpatibly  with.  tHe  honour  and  interests 
of  the  country.       Of  this  he  was  sure,  that 
tile  iirst  object    of   auy  statesman  in  the 
woatry  ought  to    be  to  procure  a'  peace, 
provided  such.    a.   peace  were  compatible 
^th  that  honour  and  those  interests.     He 
begged  not  to   be  understood,  as  in  the 
»st  degree  advising,  that  in  any  negotia- 
tioa  this  country  should  tamely  listen  to 
the  demands   ot    France.     To  France  he 
hoped  England  would  never  bow  her  head. 
At  this  particular  time  he  was  fully  aware 
how  much  it  became  her,  to  stand  firmly 
on  the  high  ground  to  which  she  was  en- 
titied,  by  her  honour,  by  her  dignity,  by 
her  resources.     He  was  most  ready  to  ad- 
mit, that  his  majesty's  ministers  would  be 
&lly  justified  in  assuming  the  attitude  he 
haci  described.     If  England  stooped  her 
bead  before  France  she  would,  never  raise 
it  again ;  but  to  say,  whether  ministers  had 
acted    right  or  wrong  in    the  particular 
case  to  which  he  alluded,  was  impossible. 
His  majesty  had  declared,  that  all  the 
papers  necessary  to  elucidate  Che  subject, 
ibotiki  he  laid  on  the  table.    'Till  that 
were    done,  any  opinion   must  be  pre- 
■olure.       He    would,   therefore,  abstain 
fipom  any  further  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  government  on  this  subject.     If  it  should 
be    shown  that  that  conduct  had    been 
rigjht^  he  would  approve  it ;  if  wrong,  he 
vonld   not  hesitate  to  express  his  disap- 
|rabation. — ^The    next   subject  of   great 
n^MXtance  in  his  majesty's  Speech  was 
die  conduct  of  government  with  regard  to 
Copenhagen.    If  he  might  describe  what 
JWiimtd  to  bio^  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
J^my^B   ministers  on  this  point,  it  was  to 
iklain  from  parliament  an  unqualified  ap- 
nmhatinn  of  thjsir  conduct,  without  laying 
Wfasekany  evidence  of  the  urgency  of 
Ae  WMireB  by  which  they  had  been  im- 
■flfld^   .^^y  ^^^^  ready  to  submit  to 
W^  CoOie  the  papers  relatms  to  the  inter- 
b^ireen  Petersburgh  and  Vienna, 
.eeemed  desirous  to  abstain  from 
m  of  papers  which  led  to  a 
in  itself  what  ought  to  be 
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contest,  be  the  surest  pledge  of  success. 
Ji,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite 
did  not  mean  to  produce  any  papers,  to 
tiiTOw  a  light  on  the  inducements  for  the 
Copenhagen  expedition,  it  was  impossible 
£e>r  him  to  concur  in  that  part  of  the  ad- 
dress which  pledged  him  to  an  approba- 
tion of  it.     "He  agreed  with^  the   noble 
lord  who  spoke  last,  that  th&  expedition 
ni^t  be  defensible  :;r  he  would  not  say 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  were  in  error. 
They  might  be  justifiable.    The  facts  were 
i||[»known  to  him,  and,  therefore,  he  could 
not  be  expected  to  offer  an  opinion  on 
them  ;    but  should  the  right  hon.  gent^ 
•pposite  persist  in  withholdiiigany  infor- 
.  mation  on  the  subject,  he  pledged  himseflf 
to  move  for  such  papers  as  would  bring 
the  discussion    fairly   before   the  house. 
There  were  two  points  which  demanded 
.attention.;  the  first  was  the  right,  the  se- 
cond was  the  policy  of  the  measure ;   on 
both  these  points  the  house  was  at  present 
without  the  materials  of  judging,  and  the 
most  objectionable  part  of  the  address  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  that  the  house  was 
pledged  to  approve  of  the  measure  with- 
out having  these   materials  before  it, — 
There  was  another  topic  in  the  speech,  re- 
specting a  new  state'  of  hostility,  in  which 
we   had    been  lately   involved  with   tlie 
courts  of  Petersburgh,  Vienna,  and  Berlin, 
on  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  4e- 
.  oidi^  till  the  papers  containing  the  cor- 
respondence were  laid  before  the  house. 
He  should  only  now  observe,  that  nothing 
to  him  appeared  more  surprising  than  the 
circumstance   of  England  being   at  war 
with  Austria.     That  that  power,  which 
had  uniform ry  been  our  prop  and  support, 
0iiX  partner  in  misfortune,  and  oiir  friend 
on  all  occasions,  should  have  been  in- 
lluenced  ^  to  sacrifice   its  ancient  attuch- 
dBent,  and  to  break  the  numerous  ties  by 
whicK  she  was  united  to  uS,  really  seeined 
to  him  almost  incredible — this  was  some- 
thing which    he    could  not   understand. 
But,  if  Austria  had  been  compelled  in  her 
fallen  state  to  acquiesce  in  the  demands^f 
France,  he  hoped  that  on  the  part  of  this 
country  every  degree  of  forbearance  would 
be  exercised  towards  her.     In  regard  to 
her,  burely  no  conduct  could  be  too  mo-r 
derate,  no  language  too  conciliatoiy.     To 
Frarlce  ministers  might  use  as  harsh  lan- 
guage as  they  thought  fit.     She  had  been 
liberal  in  her  abuse  of  us,  and  those,  who 
Judged  it  proper  might  retaliate.     But  a 
difference  should  be  made  between  France 
And  those  powers  who  had  been  induced 


to  take    up'  arms  against  us,   not  from 
choice,  but  necessity ;  and  it  was  besides' 
suitable  to  the  noble  and  generous  feelings 
of  the  English  nation  to  employ  at  all 
times  language  as  healing  and  conciliatory 
as  possible. — Anothei*  topii?  of  the  speech 
on  which  he  had  one  observation  to  make, 
was  contained  in  that  paragraph  which 
related  to  the  kiivg  of  Sweden^  and  where 
his  majesty  is  made  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  house  will  feel  with  him  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  duty  which  the  firmness  and 
fidelity  of  that  monarch  had  imposed  upon 
him,  and  that  it  would  concur  in  enabling 
his  majesty  to  discharge  it  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  "^ this  country.    If  engagements 
had    been  contracted  with  the  king  of 
Sweden,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the'  readiness 
of  the  house  to  enable  his  rasgesty  to  fulfil 
them.     But  if  it  1\as  in  contemplation  to 
grant  pecuniary  subsidies  to  that  monarch, 
he  thought  the  house  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore it  sanctioned  such  an  application  of 
the  public*  money.'     for,  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  months  they  might  see 
gehtleiiien  rising  up  on  the  opposite  side, 
and  speaking  of  hhn  in  terms  similar  to 
those  which  they  had  this  evening  heard 
applied  to  the.  emperor  of  Russia.     It  was 
in  the  recollection  of  every  one  present, 
that  a  very  short  time  ago  panegyricSj 
quite  as  highly  coloured  as  those  now  be- 
stowed on  the  king  of  Sweden,  had  been 
lavished    upon  the  emperor   Alexander^ 
when  he  was  represented  as  magnanimousj 
generous,  disinterested,  in  short, every  thing 
that  was  great  and  good.   Here,  too,  it  was 
possible,  that  he  might  be  wrong,  but  all 
that  he  wished  was  that  the  house  should 
not   give  any  pledge   till  they  were  in 
possession  of  the  information  necessary  to 
regulate  their  judgment. — ^The  house,  he 
asserted,  ^vas  equally  destitute  of  informa- 
tion upon  the  question  relative  to  America 
and  neutral  nations,  and,  till  this  informa- 
tion was  granted,  he  had  no  wish  to  anti- 
cipate their  opinion.     He  should  only  ob- 
serve generally,  that  he  should  be  willing 
and   ready  at  all  times  to  support  any 
measures  which  might  be  found  neces- 
sary for  the  assertion  of  our  honour,  oi 
the  maintenance  of  our  interest.— ^Theri 
was  another  topic  of  much  importance 
which  might  have  been  introduced  intc 
the  speech,  but  respecting  which  it  was 
wholly  silent,  namely,  the  present  state 
of  Ireland.     On  this  subject  not  one  word 
was  said,  l)iougH  there  was  certainly  non^ 
to  which  it  was  more  the  duty  of  minister! 
to  call  the  attention  of  pariiament.    He 
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hoped,  howc^ipr,  that  it  was  their, intention 
to  supply  «thi«  ODitssion,  in  the  course  of 
the  se^ion  of  parliament.     He  wa»  fnlly 
sensible  of  the  importance  which  every 
meastirs  of  a  pabVic  natare  derived  from 
coming  directly  from  the- servants  of  the 
crown;    and   he  hoped  that  much  time 
would  not  elapse  before  they  came  foiward 
^rith  some  proposition  calculated  to  quiet 
these  apprehensions  which  were  at   this 
moment,  he  was  afraid,  equally  ^neral 
and  well  founded. — Having  said  these  few 
words,  he  professed  to  have  n6  intention  of 
taking  the  sense  of  the  house  uppn  the 
address.     Upon  questions  where  they  were 
wholly  without  information,  it  would  be 
absard  to  call  upon  it  to  express  an  opi- 
nion.   And  as  to  the  a^tr  of  Copenhagen, 
he  promised  that  he  would,  dn  a  futw^ 
occasion,  move  for  the  prodnction  of  the 
necessary  documents,  so  that  it  might  at 
least  be  fairly  brought  under  discussion. 
Ail  thai  he  wished  now  was,  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  approving  of  it^    and    the 
remarks  he  had  made  were  intended  chiefly 
to  prevent  his  being  told  afterwards,  that 
by  consenting  to  the  address  he  had  pre- 
chided  himself  from  any  future  inve^ti- 
gatioQ  ef  this-  important  topic.    Certainly, 
no  event  had  occurred  in  the  c6urse  of  the 
list  centnry  thecanroe  of  which  so  loudly 
called  for  inoutry.    He  looped  that  minis- 
ten  had  condoGted  themselves  in  a  manner 
(ieaerving  the  approbation  of  t^e  people  of 
Sagland ;  if  not,  he  was  well  assured  that 
the  count»^  ^^M  not  submit  to  the  oblo^ 
m-  of  a  d^gracefni  transaction. 

Mr.  MUne9  said,  that  in  oAering  his  sen- 
ttmentsdd  llie  j^reMnt  occasion  to  the  Wouse, 
^  dumld  endeavour,  a»  much  as  possible, 
^  eompvess  elosely,  aswell  the  ideas  which 
l^e  conceived  hnnB»elf,  as  those  ^hich  had 
!»««» saggested  to  him  by  others.  Though 
the  gentfemen  on  the  other  side  had  con- 
l^pmncd  nwny  of  the  measures  adverted  to 
'n  the  speech  from  the  throne,  it  had  not 
^  asserted  by  any  one,  that  they  had 
^^  been    completely    successful ;    and, 

I  whatever  they  might  think  of  the  principl^e 
«pon  which  those  measures  were  founded, 
^'  c«ald  not  but  consider  it  fortunate  for 
the  country,  that  they  had,  by  success, 
pww^d  beneficial  to  its  interests.  He  could 
^J^out  diiiiculty,  concur  in  the  address, 
'^caose  he  had  no  hesitation  in^  giving  his 
entire  approbation  to  the  conduct  of  his 
•ajeshr's  government.  If  ministers  had, 
ttnoe  the  lermiHatiea  of  the  ^ast  session  of 
Niameat,  perlbrmed  so  many  essential 
*mic«»tot^mtioii^  if  tbeyhaicmwded^ 


as  had  bf  en  well  and  alJly  stated  by  his 
Hon.  friend,  if  he  would  allow  him  to  call 
him  so,  into  so  short  a  space  of  time,  a 
greater  number  of  important  events  than 
had  ever  in  the  compass  of  a  similar  period 
been  accomplished,  and  certainly  than  had 
been  effected  by  the  administration  which 
preceded  them  m  office,  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly feel  any  difficulty  in  su{)portiiig  the 
address  which  expressed  approbation  of 
their  measures.     He  looked  upon  It  to  be 
no  inconsiderable  test  of  the  unobjection- 
able nature  of  the  address,  that  neither  the 
sagacity  of  the  lion,  member,  who  had  just 
sat  down,  nor  of  the  noble  lord  who  pre- 
ceded him,  could  select  any  one  point  to 
wliich  they  could  seriously  object.     But, 
when  the  speech  comprehended,  as  it  did, 
so  many  and  such  various  topics,  respecting 
Russia,  Austria,  Denmark,  Portugal/  and 
Sweden,  it  was  extremely  easy  for  any 
gentlemen  to  comment  upon  a  separate 
point,  on  which  each  might  leave  that 
house  indulging  the  high  ambition,  that  his 
had  been  the  speech  which  remained  un- 
answered.    And  when  ministers  were  to 
be  called  %o  account  for  what  they  had 
done,    it  must   follow   that    those    who 
should    do    the  most,    would   have    the 
most  to  answeir  for.    He   would   agree 
with    the    right    honourable     gentleman 
opposite,  that   it  would   be  impoFitic  to 
;  adopt  any  measure  by  which  the  charac- 
'  ter  of  the  country  might  be  affected,' if  ther 
powers  of  Europe  retained  their  indepen- 
dence, or  if  the   government  of  Denmark 
!  could  have  been  considered  free  to  follow 
that  course  which  its  houour  and  interest 
dictated.     But  no  gentleman  would  con- 
tend, that  there  wasa  power  on  the  con- 
tinent which  could  have  resisted  the  man- 
dates of  the  enemy.     The  question  res- 
pefcting  the  Danish  expedition  had  beenf 
considered  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  with 
reference  to"  two  genei'al  propositions  ; 
first,  whether   the  necessity  justified  the 
measure ;  and  secondly*  whether  the  con-* 
viction  of  his  majesty'^  ministei-s  respect- 
ing that  necessity,  was  sufficient  to  justify 
them.     The  first  had  been  stated  by  the 
noble  loid  (Milton,)  the  latter  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who-  had  just  sat  down.     It  was 
the  first  duty  of  ministers  to  act  upon  the 
necessity,  and  it  was  equally  their  duty  to 
use  their  discretion  in  judging  of  that  ne- 
cessity, and  if,  in  acting  upon  it,  they  were 
to  err  at  all,  it  was  much  better  that  they 
should  err  upon  the  side  of  public  secu- 
rity.    He  should  not  then  enter  into  an 
argum<«nt  to  shew  that  gbvemment  were 
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iustijfied  in  acting  upon  probabilities,  be- 
cause that  doctrine  was  consonant  with 
the  law  of  nations,  if  any  public  law  had 
^rvived  the  subjugation  of  the  powers  of 
the  continent,  or  if  there  was  now  any 
rule  for  the  conduct  of  nations  to  be  found 
in  Europe  but  that  of  the  Napbleon  code. 
He  had  lately  met  with  a  passage  in  Vattel 
which  fully  justified  that  principle.  The 
passage  he  alluded  to  stated,  *»  that  when 
the  security  of  a  nation  was  threatened, 
its  government  should  act  upon  reasonable 
presumption,'*  and  concluded  with  assert- 
ing, "  that  too  scrupulous  an  attention  to 
justice  in  times  of  danger,  paved  the  way 
to  slaveiy."  So  far  the  authority  of  this 
great  civilian  justified  the  conduct  of  his 
majesty's  ministers.  On  the  ground  of 
confidence  alone  he  should  be  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  address,  though  ministers 
had  not  submitted  the  sources  of  their  se- 
cret infornjation  either  to  the  curiosity  of 
that  house,  or  to  the  vengeance  of  Bona- 
parte. But  though  he  could  give  his  vot,e 
lor  the  address  on  the  ground  of  confi- 
dence as  t(J  their  secret  information,  he 
yet  felt,  that  he  could  justify  the  conduct 
of  ministers  upon  facts  which  were  acces- 
sible to  them  all.  If  Denmark  had  been 
,  really  Averse  disposed  to  this  country  than 
she  wa3s,  would  she  not  have  pursueci  pre- 
<;isely  the  same  course  she  had  followed  ? 
Would  she  not  have  delayed  her  Declara- 
tion till  she  was  fully  prepared,  and  re- 
served some,  causes  of  complaint,  till  she 
might  seasonably  make  them  the  ground 
of  her  hostility  ?  We  w;ere  not  to  expect 
any  explicit  declaration  of  their  motives 
from  powers  under  theinfluence  of  France. 
Dehmark  had  ac^ed  precisely  as  she  would 
have  done  if  she  had  entered  into  the 
views  of  our  enemy,  and  this  was  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  measures  adopted 
by  ministers.  The  extraordinary  concen- 
tration of  French  trurops  on  the  frontiers 
of  HoLstf^n,  iiiid  th*.^  submission  of  Den- 
niark  to  the  dcxnes  at'  France,  and  her 
1-^1  M  oust  ranees  a^am*4t  our  maritime  rights, 
togethf T  w  Ith  hrr  active  and  formidable 
iinval  eqiiipmfnis,  wi-re  suiFicient  evi- 
dences of  htT  siibriiLssJon  to  Bonaparte. 
Another  ground  of  hh  confidence  in  mi- 
ll u*ti:rs  was  ilfrh  *.'tl  from  a  view  of  the 
state  of  Eu^o^lt^  hvi  us  pass  over  every 
othtYr  evidence,  said  the  hon.  gent,  and 
look  only  at  Europe,  f  otifederated  as  she 
1^  agaiiiMt  us;  to  Pi  ussia,  whose  Declara- 
tion against  Eiif^land  France  hardly 
lhou|hi  it  ricccssary  to  conceal  in  the  hard 
joiiditlou^  uf  htu'peuc^;  to  Russia,  who. 


under  great  disguise,  still  found  no  pro- 
tection frqm  French  controul  in  her  un- 
broken strength ;  to  Portugal,  who  equal* 
ly  found  none  in  her  weakr^ess  and  com- 
pliance ;  arid  to  Austria,  who,  without 
any  maritime  interests,  seemed  forced 
into  this  maritime  league  only  to  finish 
and  round  6ff*  this  confederacy,  to  supply 
whatever  was  this  night  wanting  in  argu- 
ing from  the  analogy  of  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope, and  to  shew  Kow  miserable  indeed 
was  the  deception,  if  Denmark  ever 
imagined  that  she  alone  of  every  other 
state  was  to  be  exempted  from  the  inva- 
sion of  hei"  neutrality.  With  a  large  navy, 
with  a  more  extended  commerce,  and 
with  the  keys  of  the  Baltic  in  her  handis^ 
would  Buonaparte  have  allowed  her  to  re- 
main as  a  monument  of  reproach  to  the 
vassalage  of  surrounding  countries,  and  to 
have  broken  tjie  continuity  of  the  chaiin 
which  binds  every  shore  of  Eur6pe  ? — He 
ought  not  to  quit  the  subject  without  be- 
stowing a  remark  on  the  opinion  of  the 
noble  lord  (Milton),"  that  the  expedition 
should  be  condemned,  because  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Denmark  was  in  Holstein,  and 
his  forces  unprepared.  Strange  as  that 
sentiment  might  be,  it  excited  no  surprise 
in  his  mind.  It  was  a  specimen  of  the  poli- 
tics of  the  school  of  which  the  noble  lord 
was  the  disciple,  or  perhaps  leader ;  and 
when  a  noble  lord  (H.retty)  annoiilteed  that 
their  leading  policy  was  "  nos  rebus  ser- 
yamus  secimdis/-  or  that  they  would  never 
assist  a  friend  till  he  was  in  a  condition  not 
want  it,  he  could  not  but  think  the  advice 
of  the  noble  lord  perfectly  natural,  that 
we  should  never  resist  an  enemy  till  he  is 
in  a  condition  to  despise  our  resistance. — 
I'he  hon.  gent,  insisted,  that  the  more 
concealed  the  attempt,  the  greater  neces- 
sity there  was  to  guard  against  its  mis- 
chievous tendency,  by  a  prompt  and  vigo- 
rous defeat  of  it.  The  treaty  of  Tilsit  had 
fixed  and  bound  the  emperor  of  Russia 
fast  to  th-.i  views  and  measures  of  Buo- 
naparte ;  every  act  of  his,  since  the  execu- 
tion of  that  treaty,  had  daily  and  hourly 
evinced  his  increasing  adherence  to  his 
plans  and  designs  against  this  country.  The 
right  hon.  genl,  had  declined  to  enter  into 
any  argument, on  the  subject  of  the  Rut- 
sian  mediation,  because  information  had 
been  promised  to  be  laid  before  the  house; 
and  also  on  the  conduct  of  4he  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin,  because  he  should 
move  for  infonnation  on  those  subjects  on 
a  future  day.  He  would  not,  therefore, 
take  up  the  time  of  the  house,  by  entering 
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further  on  either  of  those  topics  at  present; 
but  he  would   observe,   that  he  had  no 
doubt  on  his  tnind,  but  that  the  conduct 
of  both  those  powers  had  been  actuated 
and  guided  hy  the  predominant  and  over- 
bearing   influence    of   Buonaparte,    who 
would   not  suffer  any  power  on  the  conti- 
nent to  continue  at  peace  and  amity  with 
us ;   and   therefore  he  thought  ministers 
were  no  ways  culpable  on  account  of  the 
recent  conduct  of  those  governments.     He 
tlieii  adverted  to  the  dispute  with  America, 
and  hof^ed  that  the  good  sense  of  the  mo- 
derate and  thinking  people  in  that  coun- 
try w^ould  so  far  influence  its  government, 
as  that  matters  might  still  be  brought  to  a 
fair  and  reasonable  accommodation.     His 
majesty's  present  ministers  had  on  their  part 
shewn  every  desire  to  do  away  every  cause 
of  complaint  as  far  as  they  could,  without 
making  a  Sacrifice  of  our  most  important 
rights.     Mr.  M.  then  went  into  the  various 
questions  of  Russia,  Portugal,  and  Den- 
mark.  These  were  the  various  topics,  which 
arose  out  of  the  Address ;  they  witli  him  be- 
spoke individuallythe  prudence  and  activity 
of  ministers,  and  presented  in  the  aggregate 
a  pr<fopect  the  most  satisfactory.     What 
mi^ht  be  the  issue  of  these  our  endeavours, 
whether-  peace  or  war,  he  could  not  say ; 
if  war,  we  had  the  hope  of  similar  success ; 
if  peace,  the  consciousness  that  we  had 
earned  it.    That  peace,  of  which  they  had 
tliat  night  heard  so  much,  he  would  entrust 
to  th^  hands  of  ministers.    They  would  on 
the  one  band  perceive  and  estimate,  what 
the  sincerest  lover  of  peace  must  admit  to 
be  discouraging ;  that  peace,  in  its .  most 
flattering  aspect,  would  be  little  more  than 
a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  that  no 
formal  act  of  government  could  root  out 
rancour  and  stifle  jealousy  ;  and  if  there- 
fore we  did  return  the  sword,  that  our 
hand  must  never  quit  the  hilt,  and  above 
all,  feeling  that  Bonaparte  would  in  his 
terms  wish  to  question  our  maritime  su- 
premacy, a  patrimony  entailed  upon  us, 
and  tjierefore  not  matter  of  negociation, 
they  would  judge  how  far  a  peace  was 
promising  under  such  appearances.     He 
repeated  it,  that  were  Bonaparte  to  abdi- 
cate his  throne,  and  depose  all  his  minion 
princes,  were  he  to  restore  to  France  her 
legal  government,  and  to  Europe  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  they  would  not  in  his  mind 
be  eouivaieat  for  the  sacrifice  of  our  com- 
mana  at  sea,  or  justify  ministers  in  disho-i 
noaring  this  onattainted  title,  by  which  w^ 
style  ourselves  Enghshmen.     On  the  other 
hand,  be  trusted  tbat-miaisters  were  £ally 


awake  to  the  exigencies,  that  they  required 
no  speeches  or  petitions  to  tell  them  that 
privations  must  be  numerous,  and  the  pres- 
sure deplorably  severe.  He  hoped  mimsterv  ' 
wanted  not  to  be  told  that  peace  had  fewer 
calamities  than* war.'  And,  in  vindication 
of  that  part  of  the  country  with  which  he 
was  locally  connected,  he  would  say,  .that 
if  the  noble  lord  (Milton)  supposed  that 
that  public  voice  was  meant  only  to  ex- 
press the  existence  of  misfortunes  which  all 
in  part  felt,  he  was  sure  he  was  right ;  if  he 
meant  to  say  that  it  was  connected  with 
any  political  opinion  whatever,  as  sure 
was  he  that  he  was  wrong.  Under  these 
impressions,  he  should  give  his  unqualified 
support  to  the  Address. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  whatever  might  have 
been  his  disposition  not  to  trouble  the 
house  with  any  observations  on  the  present 
occasion,  could  not  remain  silent  aiter  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down.  However  he  might  respect  the 
talents  of  that  hon.  member,  and  the  dis- 
cernment with  which  he  applied  those 
talents  in  commenting  on  the  eloquence  of 
those*  who  had  preceded  him,  he  could 
not  agree  with  him  in  his  observation, 
imputing  a  defect  of  sagacity  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pbnsonby),  than  whom 
no  man  possessed  that  faculty  in  a  more 
eminent  degree.  Neither  the  hon.  gent, 
with  all  his  talents,  nor  all  the  concentrated 
talents  of  Europe,  could  overturn  the 
eternal  principles  of  justice  which  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  asserted.  The  hon.  gent, 
had  quoted  a  passage  from  Vattel,  in  jus- 
tification of  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen; 
but  this  passage  would  not  apply  to  the 
defence  of  a  measure  so  cruel  and  unjust 
in  its  principles,  and  which  he  feared 
would  prove  so  baneful  in  its  consequences 
to  this  country.  He  agreed  with  his  right 
hon.  friend,  that  it  was  possible  it  plight 
be  justified,  and  he  hoped  he  would  follow 
up  the  notice  lie  had  given  for  papers  to 
as<iertain  that  point.  The  hon.  member 
who'  had  seconded  the  address,  and  for 
whom  he  entertained  a  high  respect,  had 
talked  of  the  private  morality  of  the 
nation ;  but  he  wondered  that  hon.  gent, 
did  not  blush  for  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
below  him,  when  making  that  observation. 
Had  this  country,  which  had  been  so  long 
calling  upon  the  Living  Gpd  in  defence 
of  morality  and  social  order,  now  at  length 
found  out  that  its  conduct  was  wrong,  and 
that  Bonaparte,  who  had  been  all  that  time, 
worshipping  Baal,  was  right  ?  By  the 
attack  uponPenmark  weiiad  gained  nfteexi 
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or  sixteen  hulks>  but  had  excited  an  inex- 
tiiiguUhaJi)le  hatred  in  the  breasts  of  the 
Danes,  and  given  the  whole  maritime  po- 
j^ulation  of  that  country  to  France.  ,  It  was 
urged,  that  the  attack  was  made  in  order 
to  prevent  Denmark  frpn^  joining  France  ; 
but  had  it  not  shut  us<  out  from  that  coun- 
try, and  thrown  its  whole  resources  into 
the  arms  of  France  ?    Ministers  asserted 
that  they  had  some  information  of  the  de- 
signs of  Denmark,  which  they  kept  back, 
but  which  justified  their  conduct.    From 
his  heart  he  believed  they  bsMl  none,  but 
if  theyliad,  they  owed  it  to  the  house  to 
produce   it.     The  hbn.   gent,  under   the 
gallery  (Mr.  Milnes)  had  asserted,  that  the 
collection   of  t^ie   Danish   army   on  the 
frontiers  of  Holstein  was  a  proof  of  the 
understanding  between  the  court  of  Copen- 
hagen and  the  courts  of  Russia  and  France. 
But  if  Denmark  had  leagued  with  Russia 
aQd  France,  was  it  not  more  likely  that 
she  would  have  collected  her  army  in  Zea- 
lan4  to  resist  the  attack  of  the  power  against 
whom  she  had  formed  2^  connection  ?  Upon 
this  point  they  had  assertion  against  asser- 
tion, and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  he  believed  the  assertion  of  the  prince 
royal  of  Denmark  in  preference  to  that  of 
his  majesty's  ministers ;  and  here  he  must 
express  his  regret,  that  the  noble  lord  who 
had  moved  the  address,  should  hinve  given 
way  to. an  insulting  taunt  upon  that  gallant 
prince.    If  his  courage  had  not  been  al- 
ready tried,  if  he  had  not  steadily  perse- 
vered in  the  principles  upon  wlxich  he  had 
professed  to  act  during  the  present  war, 
and  shewn  that  in  his  country's  defence 
he  was  insensible  to  personal  fear,  such 
observations  might  have  been  well  timed. 
He  could  not  but  remark  here,  upon  the 
language  in  gei^cval  applied  to  powers  who 
bad  boen  m   alhance  with  us,  and  were 
afterwards  conipelled  to  side  with  our  ene- 
my.  The  emperor  of  Russia  had  not  made 
peace  with  France  from  a  feeling  of  des- 
pondency ^^  but  froni  hard  necessity,  simi- 
lar  to    that  which  led   to  the  peace  of 
Pcesburgli.     lie  w«s' sorry  that  the  bon. 
gent.   Jiad   alluded  to   any  consequences 
that  might  result  from  the  etie(5t  of  the 
Treaty  of  TiUlt  upon  the  people  of  Russia. 
He  bad  seen,  with  regret,  similar  allusions 
some  time  sine  id  ui  the  publie  prints,  aftd 
he  jnentioiied  the  circumstance  then,  only 
te  shew  hiij  repr<>batioft  of  that  practke. 
Much  more  might  be  said;  ^athe  subject 
oftheDatu^h  e^cpc^itiion^  but  be  should 
reserve  what  he  had U>  slii^ till  another  €tp 
foituiiity — Tkic  W9H  mud^  poiat  iatte 


speech  which  had  not  been  touched  upon 
by  his  right  hon.  friend,  that  he  thought 
deserving   of  notice,   namely,  the   credit 
taken  by  ministers  for  the  emigration  of 
the  court  of  Lisbon.     This  was  an.  event 
which  he  believed  might  in  time  be  bene^ 
hcial  to  hi.s-country,  but  that  miaistershad 
any  credit  for  the  arrangements  made  tor 
that  purpose,  he  could  not  see  any  ground 
to  admit.     The  hon.  gent,  must  be  aware, 
that  the  prince    />f  Brazils  had   a  short 
time  before  his  departure  from.  Lisbon, 
issued  a  proclamation  for  shutting  his  ports 
against  this  country,  and  uniting  with  the 
ccHQtinent  to  procure  a  maritime  peace. 
It  was  not  until  the  appeajrance  of  an  arti- 
cle in  the   Moniteur,  declaring  that  the 
house  of  Braganza  had  ceased  to  reign,  that 
the  prince  determined  to  emigrate,  Ksid  lord 
Strangfoitl,  after  having  quitted  Lisbon, 
for  the   first  time  met  the  prince  on  his 
voyage.     With  all  his  admiration  of  the 
talents  of  the  noble  mover  of  the.  address, 
and  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  be  could  not  concur  in  the  princi- 
ples they  had  that  night  laid  down.     They 
were  very  young  meh,  and  might  live  to 
witness  the  advantages  this  country,  if  it 
should  sui-vive .  the  vigour  of  the  present 
ministers,  would  derive  from  the  emigra* 
tion  of  that  prince  to  the  Brazils ;  for  his 
part  he  was  satisfied  he  should  never  live 
to  see  it,  for  he  did  not  expect  such  suddeti 
effects  from  the  bare  emigration  of  the 
court.     On  this  score  he  thought  the  mr« 
nisters  had  no  merit,  and  were  intitled  to 
no  approbation.    With  respect  to  the  at- 
tack upon  Denmark,  they  had^  iu  his  o|>i- 
nion,  great  demerit,'  because  that  attack 
was  cnael  and  unjust  without  any  neces- 
sity, and  if  he  thought  that. the  addre^ 
would  pledge -him  to  any  approbation  of 
it,  he  would  not  fear  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  house  upoi^  it.  It  was  with  concern,  he 
observed,  that  there  was  no  allusion  what- 
ever in  the  speech  to  a  prospect  of  peace. 
Gentlemea  were  in  possession  of  bis  senti- 
ments upon  the  subject*  of*  peace,  and  he 
waa  free  to  repeat,  tihat  in  the  negotiation 
which  had  taken  place  lately  with  France, 
that  object  was  lest,  n»t  because  France 
was  always  wroi^,  but  because  England 
was  trcqueatly  vnrong^  and  that  nany  op- 
portiuiiities  ol  effecting  peace  had    been 
lost.  The  time  would  «onie,~when  the  do'  , 
cuments  respecting  the  discussions  with 
the  courts  of  Ruaeia  and  V^eiiiia  wouh*  bo 
produced.  He  she«ld  say,  however,  '«"^^ 
mean  time^  that^  if  rainistepft  woukl  yW* 
to  conman  sense  aod  prudieBi^  ^  P^^^ 
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compatible  Mrith  the  honour  and  interests  of 
this  country  might  be  obtained.     He  knew 
not  whether  the  disposition  of  the  people 
of  this  country  was  for  peace  or  for  war, 
k  he  would  "assert,  that  the  late  Ordeirs 
of  Council  would   be  found   to  produce 
?reat  inconvenience  to  the  great  mass  of 
the  people.  If  any  felt  this  inconvenience, 
it  was  their  birth-right  to  express  their 
lense,  and  th^  'constitutional  course  was 
by  petition.     He  not  only  would  not  re- 
press it,  but,  if  the  disposition  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  should  not  incline  them 
to  peace,  would  think  them  justifiable  in 
petitioning  for  the  removal  of  such  minis- 
ten,  in  order  to  make  way  for  others  more 
disposed  to  peace.     Peace,  in  his  opinion, 
*M  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  the  coun-. 
try;  but  he  would  rather  that  the  country 
^d  perish,  than  submit  to  a  dishonour- 
iWe  peace. — ^As  to  Ireland,  he  regretted, 
^thhis  right  hon.  friend,  that  no  allusion 
^  been  made  to  that  country.      Minis- 
tm>  notwithstanding  all  their  vigour,  must 
^t  been  sufficiently  urged  upon  that  sub- 
ject by  men  acquainted  with  the  country, 
^'ffing  the  retess.     If  something  was  not 
<loDe  for  Ireland,  the  security  oi  the  em- 
pire would  be  put  to  hazard.     At  the  same 
tiiDehe  agreed  with  .his  right  hon.  friend, 
^^  they  should  have  patience,  and  not 
pfw  the  subject  precipitately  forward,  in 
the  hope  that  ministers  would  in  time  take 
it  iato  eonsideration.     On  the  subject  of 
^rica  he  should  not  say  much,  as  his 
Jwjeaty's  ministers  seemed  to  hold  out  a 
iope,  that  our  differences  with  thit  coun- 
^  would  be    amicsibly  accommodated. 
^Hen  gentlemen  talked  of  the  prosperity 
^  the  country,  and  of  the  productiveness 
^  the  income  tax,   and  the  flourishing 
^of  our  resources,  he  would  ask,  whether 
*o  indefinite  war  would  not  be  ruin  ?  We 
'Md  wrt  go  on  in  a  blind  security,  that 
•^  would  never  come.    We  had  fought 
15  years  against  France,  and  reduced  all 
^powers  of  Europe,  except  Sweeden,  to 
1  state  of  subserviency  to  France,   to  a 
P^'war,  the  greatest  the  world  ever  saw, 
*«i|pvemed  by  an  individual,  as  able  to 
*ieiQ  that  power  as  any  person  the  world 
**«  produced.     He  begged  to  deprecate 
^QK  of  acrimonious  language  towards'  a 
P'^wwifilh  which  we  must  sooner  or  later 
^ociiiie.  He  should  not  trespass  longer 
•fctttttitioii  of  the  house,  as  be  should 
"*•  opportunities  «f  delivering .  his  sen- 
J^Bt  length,  w'henthe  separate  points 
"NU  tome  ^mder  discussion. 
%  Itoretary  Gtfmi^  ex^essed  some 


surprize  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  should  have  required  time 
to  marshal  his  arguments,   with  a  view  to  , 
convince  any  small   portion  of  persons 
who  might  be  persuaded  to  agree  with 
him  in  his  opinion  upoh  th^  matter  of  the 
address.     The  intention  of  that  right  hon. 
gent,  to  postpone  delivering  his  sentiments 
upon  that  subject,  was  undoubtedly,  in  • 
some  degree,  embarrassing  to  those  who 
differed  from  him.     But  in  the  state  in 
which  the  fact  then  was,  when  the  debate, 
however  protracted,  could  lead  to  no  deci- 
sion, and  in  the  confidence  of  his  impression, 
that  a  great  majority  of  that  house  thought  ' 
as  he  did  on  this  occasion,  he  should  in- 
deed be  culpable  if  he  went  into  a  great 
length  of  discussion  in  the  present  instance. 
But,  as  the  gentlemen  opposite  had  thought 
proper  to  rtate  to  the  house  the  course 
they  meant  to  pursue,  he  felt  it  a   res- 
pect due  to  the  house,  to  state  the  manner 
in  which,  in  all  probability,  their  argu- 
ments would  be  met,  when  the  discussion 
should  come  on.     He  did  not  mean  to  un- 
dervalue the  talents  of  the  right  hon  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  but  it  would 
be  rather  surprising,  if  he  alone  of  all 
those  who  had  filled    the    place  which 
it  seemed  he  was  now  to  occupy,  should 
require  a  day's  preparation  to  deliver  Jiis 
sentiments  upon    topics    on    which    the 
mind  of  the  public  had  been  long  made 
up.     The  right  hon.  gent,  had  stated  also, 
as  a  ground  of  delay,  that  the  communica- 
tions respecting  the  intercourse  between 
his  majesty's  ministers,  and  the  courts  of 
Austria,  and  Russia,  were  necessary  for 
their  discussion  ;  but  the  right  hon.  gent, 
seemed  to  understand  these  communica- 
tions in  a  larger  sense  than  the  words  of 
the  speech  would    warrant.      By  what 
had  tallen  fwrni  the  right  hon.  gent,  he 
seemed  to  expect  voluminous  documents 
respecting  treaties  with  those  courts ;  but 
on  a  refei'ence  to  the  words  of  the  speech, 
he  would  tind  that  they  referred  only  to 
official  Notes,  which  passed  between  hi* 
majesty's  minister  and  the  Russian  and 
Austrian  nynisters.     If  the  right  hon.  gent, 
should  think  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
were  justified  in  not  accepting  the  media- 
tion oflfered,  until  they  could  ascertain 
whether  the  power  offering  it  was  in  a  si- 
tuation to  mediate  impailially,  and  the 
Notes  to  be  produced  should  prove  that 
feet,  he  hopea  for  his  approbation  of  their 
conduct,  in  not  consenting  to  treat   till 
they  should  know  upon    what  basis — a 
question  tha^  had  occupied  three  months 
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in  the  late  negotiation.    As  to  Austrtaj 
she  had  nerer  assigned  any  cause  for  her 
hostility  to  this    country,  and  this  fact 
would  appear  from  the  documents  to  be 
produced.-T-With  respect  to  the  motion  of 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  given  no- 
tice,  for  papers  relative  to  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen,  it  was  very  possible  he 
might  move  for  some  information  which 
might  safely  be  produced.       But  if  he 
should,  for  tne  purpose  of  removing^as'  he 
represented  it,  the-  foulest  stain  that  ever 
attached  to    the   annals  of  any  nation, 
move  for   the    secret  information   upon 
which  that  expedition  was  undertaken,  as 
far  as  his  judgment  went,  he  believed  he 
would  never  have  ocular  conviction.   The 
right  hon.  gent,  was  at  a  loss  to  ima- 
gine why  this  secret  intelligence  was  not 
jniblished.     But    hie   would  assure   that 
fight  hoir.  gent  tha^  as  the  fact  now  stood, 
ami  as  it  would  be  made  out  in  argument, 
ministers  would  trust  to  it  for ^ their  justifi- 
cation, and  never  expose  the  source  of 
their  secret  intelligence.    If  this  su^ect 
was  again  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
he  begged  to  state,  that  he  would  prove 
the  measure  not  to  have  been  unprece- 
dented, and  though    the  conduct,  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  might  be  held  up  in  a 
few  speeches  in  that  house  to  the  execra- 
tion of  the  country,  they  would  run  than 
risk  and  incur  that  penalty,  rather  than 
suffer  the  secret  to  be  torn  from  their 
bosoms.    But,  was  this  the  moment  when 
such  documents  were  to  be  called  for? 
Was  it  possible,  a(  a  time  when  there  was 
no  capital  on  the  continent  where  the 
power  of  Bonaparte  could  not  drag  the 
offender  against  him  to  execution  ;  when 
there  was  no  British   accredited  agent  in 
any  countiy  of  Europe,  was  it  possible, 
that  such  a  time  should  be  fixed  on  .for  di- 
vulging the  sources  of  secret  intelligence  ? 
Was  this  country  to  say  to  the  agents, 
.  who  served  it  from  fideUtv,  or  from  less 
worthy  motives,  you  shall  serve  us  but 
once,  and  your  life  shall  be  the  forfeit  ? 
He  should  contend,  as  his  hon.  friends  had 
done,  that  the  arrangements  at  Tilsit,  and 
the  measures  which  ensuedj,  without  any 
document,  fully  justified  the  measures  of 
government.       He    should  be    glad    to 
know    what  motives  could   be   ascribed  ^ 
to  his    majesty's    ministers    for  .  acting 
as  they  had  done,  if  not  from  the  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  the  case.     He 
could  easily  conceive  a  factious  motive  for 
imputing  to  them  an  intentional  delusion 
of  the  public,  but  he  was  confident  he 


could  make  out  a  full  justification,- though 
he  thought  it  right  to  state  before  hand 
that  no  force  should  extort  from  them 
the  secret  source  of  their  infelligence.     If 
any  doubts  could  be  entertained  of  the 
designs  of  Bon24parte,  thus  far  he  could  tell 
the  hon.  gentlemen^  that  the  communica- 
tions,from  the  Portuguese  government  re- 
lated as  well  to  the  Danish  as  to  the  Por- 
tuguese navy.      What  had^  happened   in 
Portugal  was  sufficient  to  convince  every 
fair  thinking  man  of  the  truth  of  the  infor- 
mation respecting  DeiiYnark,  and  the  wis- 
dom of  the  steps  taken  upon  that  infor- 
mation.    In  taking  those  steps,  the  present 
ministers  had  the  example  of  their  prede- 
cessors before  them.  It  was  only  necessary 
to  apply  to  Denmark  the  principle  they 
had  applied  to  Portugal,  to  threaten  anii 
coerce  secret  enemies,  or  at  least  suspi- 
cious neutrals,  instead  of  old  and  faithful 
allies.     The  same  cause   that  prevented 
parliament  from  possessing  similar  infor- 
mation respecting  most  of  the  other  projects 
of  the  late  ministers,  prevented  it  from 
possesi^ing  the  documents  respecting  the 
expedition  of  earl  St.  Vincent  to  Lisbon, 
namely  the  failure  of  the  plan.     The  traces 
however  were  to  be  found  in  the  Foreign 
Office.    The  instructions  were  the  same, 
but  the  issue  was  different. — ^With  respect 
to  the  late  proceedings  at  Lisbon,   it  was 
necessai-y  for  the  country  to  know,  that  the 
court  of  Lisbon  always  made  an  unreserved 
communication  to  his  majesty's  represen- 
tatives, of  tl\e  fiill  extent  of  the  demands 
of  France,  as  well  as  of  the   extent  to 
which  it  was  disposed  to  comply  with  those 
demands,  rather  than  proceed  to  the  last 
extremity  ;  and  of  the  point  beyond  which 
it  would  refuse  compliance,  let  the  refusal 
be  accompanied  with  what  risk  it  might. 
These  coqimunications  were  accompanied 
with  an  assurance,  that  in  no  case  should 
the  persons  of  British  subjects,  or  their 
property,  be  injured  or  violated.     Under 
those  circumstances  his  majesty's  goveri>- 
ment  thought  it  right  to  allow  some  Iati<- 
tude  for  obtaining  by  negociation,  and  par- 
ticularly by  shewing  the  vigorous  deter- 
mination of  Great  Britain,  tlie  forbearance 
of  France.     Even    though    some    doubt 
might  have  been  entertained  of  the  sta- 
bility  of  the  good  faith  oC  Portugal,   it 
seemed  better  to  run  all  risks ;  and  the 
issue  had  justified  the  determination.   With 
respect  to  sending  an  army  to  defend  Por- 
tugal, we  had  the  assurance  of  a  most  able 
ofiicer,  that  no  army  'Grekt  Britain  could 
send  would  be  adequate  to  that  object,  and. 
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the  presence  of  such  an  army  was  depre- 
cated by  the  prince  Regent,  as  tending  to 
precipitate  his  ruin.  A  secret  treaty,  signed 
in  Oct-  last,  bound  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment not  to  admit  a  French  garrison  into 
the  Portuguese  forts,  and  to  protect  the 
persons  and  properties  of  English  subjects. 
This  treaty  was  faithfully  executed  on  the 
part  of  Portugal.  It  was  a  fact,  that  a 
French  force  had  entered  Portugal,  and 
had  advanced  some  way  before  the  fact 
was  made  known  to  the  head  of  the  Portu- 
guese goiremment ;  and  this  was  at  the 
moment  virhen  the  known  presence  of  such 
a  force  on  ti^e  frontiers,  and  a  promise  that 
it  would  forbear  to  enter,  had  induced  the 
prince  Begent  to  shut  the  ports  against  the 
Fnglish,  and  to  seize  the  small  remains  of 
British  property  that  were  to  be  found. 
This  procc^itig  called  forth  some  degree 
of  hostile  retaliation  on  our  part,  which 
was  absuidctned  as  soon  as  the  discovery  of 
the  actual  invasion  of  Portugal  by  the 
French  led  the  Portuguese  government  to 
see  that  its  only  chance  of  safety  was  in 
the  alliance  and  under  the  protection  of 
Oreat  Britain.  The  advantage  of  this 
conduct  was  felt  in  the  emigration  of  the 
Portuguese  government,  in  perfect  friend- 
ship and  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  to  the 
Brazils,  and  yesterday,  more  immediately/ 
on  the  arrival  of  the  dispatches  announcing 
the  surrender  of  Madeira  to  this  country. 
There  was,  certainly,  reason  to  believe  that 
there  was  treachery  in  some  part  of  the 
Portueuese  government,  and  to  that  part 
must  be  attributed  the  occasional  preva- 
lence of  French  interest,  and  the  conceal- 
ment jf  the  advance  of  part  of  the  French 
army,  at  a  time  when  assurances  were  given 
that  it  w^ould  not  pass  the  frontiers. — It 
was  remarkable,  that  while  the  application 
of  force  at  Copenhagen  was  condemned  by 
the  gentlemen  opposite,  the  non-appli- 
cation of  it  at  Lisbon  was  censured  no  less 
leverely  ;  but  so  it  would  have  been  if  the 
force  had  been  applied  at  Lisbon,  and  ne- 
gotiation at  Copennagen.  Censure  would 
have  still  followed  the  force  and  the  nego- 
tiation.  Copenhagen,  then,  would  have 
been  lost  by  foolish  confidence,  and  Portu- 
gal outraged  by  unprincipled  and  impolitic 
riolrtice.  A  French  army  could  not  have 
reached  Lisbon  in  less  than  five  jor  six 
treeks  ;  but  a  French  army  was  on  the 
Tery  frontier  of  Holstein,  ready  to  over- 
nm  that  province,  and  to  enter  Zealand 
immediately  after.  The  Danish  army  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  resist ;  the  compro- 
mise of  shutting  the  ports  and  surrendering 


the  fleet  was  of  course  to  be  looked  for, 
and  then 'the  confidence  in  Denmark  would, 
have  been  commented  on  as  weak  and  imbe- 
cile as  the  confidence  in  Portugal  was  said  to 
be  at  present.  It  was  strange  that  this 
proceeding  with  respect  to  Copenhagen 
was  objected  to  by  the  very  men  w^ho  ad- 
vised the  occupation  of  Madeira  without 
the  consent  of  the  Portuguese  governnient 
in  the  year  1801.  "That  measure  was 
viewed  with  as  much  indignation  by  the 
Portuguese  government  then,  as  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  Danish  fleet  was  now  by  the 
court  of  Denmark.  Certainly,  the  repug- 
nance was  as  much  justified  on  principle ; 
but  the  Portuguese  government  itself  had 
since  recognized  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  the  proceeding ;  for  Portugal  herself 
could  not  have  preserved  the  Island  from 
falhnginto  the  hands  of  France — ^With 
respect  to  the  points  of  mediation  and 
peace,  he  had  no  objection  to  discuss  those 
also  at  the  present  moment.  Though 
there  was  reason  after  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit, 
for  this  country  to  entertain  a  more  hos- 
tile -policy  towards  Russia,  every  thing 
that  friendship  and  conciliation  could  dic- 
tate was  done  to  the  last  moment,  when 
the  hostile  Declaration  came  with  as  much 
surprize  upon  Petersburgh  as  it  did  upon 
London.  So  it  was  also  with  respect  tO 
Austria.  No  complaint,  no  remonstrance, 
no  discussion  had  preceded  the  recal  of 
the  ambassador  of  that  power ;  not 
even  so  much  as  a  notice  :  so  it  was  also 
with  respect  to  the  recal  of  the"  Pinissian 
Ambassador  ;  and  here  he  felt  himself  • 
called  upon  to  contradict  an  insinuation 
in  the  Moniteur,  which  charged  baron 
Jacobi  with  giving  to  the  court  of  Lon- 
don the  secret  information  respecting 
the  proceedings  of  the  French  government 
in  Prussia,  when  the  fact  was,  that  this  in- 
formation came  from  a  British  minister. 
With  respect  to  the  late  supposed  negoti- 
ation for  peace,  no  tangible  Overture  had 
been  made  by  the  French,  or  the  Austrian 
government.  Prince  Stahremberg,  with 
that  generosity  of  character  for  which  he 
was  so  distinguished,  had  made  an  offer 
of  his  personal  services  to  institute  and 
establish  a  pacific  intercourse-  But  that 
was  not  the  mode  of  negociation  which 
could  be  -satisfactory  to  a  country  like 
this.  The  gentlemen  at  the  other  side 
sneered,  as  if  they  knew  more  than  he  did 
on  this  subject.  There  had  been  a  period 
within  his  memoiy,  when  the  minister  of 
a  party  had  braved  the  king's  minister  in 
a  foreign  court   [alluding  to  Mr.  Adair's 
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^4»ct  fit  §t.  Petersburgh,  4urin«  Mr. 
;Jr{itt'^  fir$t  adininistralM>nj,  but  he  hope^ 
.9jach  an  p^sta^ce  would  never  occur  again, 
.^pa  he  wouijd  not  advise  any  one  to  try  it. 
tMJe^^peditipn  to  Constantinople  had  been 
fili^tituted  at  the  recommendation  of  Kus- 
jsia,,a8  a  diversion  which,  it  was  said,  must 
.^e  .successful,  if  accompanied  with  troops, 
^o  .troops  were  sent,  and  it  was  unspc- 
yCessful.  There  being  no  object  for  the 
/urther  continuance  or  hostility,  a  fiegoci- 
.^iQn  for  peace  with  the  Porte  was  oom- 
jne^ced^in  conjunction  with  Russia,  and 
the  Trefity  V^  far  advanced  when  Russia 
Aroke  ofrjfrpm  us,  to  negociate  under  the 
kUlHenqe  ojf  France,  and  thxis  induced  the 
Jt^i^r^e  to  :break  off  the  ncgociation  with 
«s. — ^VVith  respect  to  the  only  remaining 
j^qdep^endent  state,  namely,  Sweden,  it  was 
^lir  duty  to  invigorate,  inspire,  and  sup- 
j|9i*t  it,  rfither  than  to  excite  doubt  and  de- 
^ppi^depcy.  He  should  say  more  on  thb 
sulyect  in  a  few  days,  when  he  should  pro- 
bably have  to  bring  .down  a  message  iroqi 
lus  imsyesty,  calling  on  the  house  to  make 
|>^ovisiQn  torsi^bsidiary  en  gagen(^ents  which 
Were  ^ibout  tjp  be  concluded  with  the  ling 
of  Sweden,  and  .which  would  be  co^nmu- 
jUMcatted  tjo  the  home  of  course. — With  re- 
kpqqtfi^o.th^  differences  with  America,  it 
]pjad  been  t)^)ught  right,  frankly  and  volun- 
tfirijly  to  disavQw  t£e  unauthorised  act  of 
hostility  towsurds  ,the  Chesapeake.  The 
jMJQVQcatipn  the  o^cer.wl^o  had  committed 
tl^t  net  had  received,  w^nt  faf  to  excuse 
pixn :  but  the  right  of  searching  ships  of 
^yar  hid  ^ever  been  acted  upon  long  or  to 
any  extent,  and  in  later  times  it  had, not 
J)ee^  acted  upyn  at  all.  It  was,  therefore, 
thought  right  to  abandon  this  unfounded 
jpr^t^ijisig^  unequivQcally ;  but  in  doing 
50,  hism^uestv's  ministers  were  determined 
i^Qt>  t,o  concede  a  point  of  what  the  stri.ct 
and  established  right  of  Great  Britain,  and 
thjCus^ge  of  nations  justified,  and  reqjiired 
f\ffi  British  governoient  to  support.  With 
j^espect  to  the  late  Orders  of  Coup.cil,  re- 
Jaliating  the  restrictions  of  the  French  go- 
;jer^pient  upon  our  commerce,  he  main- 
jtained  our  right  to  go  as  far  as  France, 
|imd  that  it  ,wa*  only  by  making  Franq,e 
feel  jlhe  efFects  of  her  own  injustice,  tljit 
ye  could  hope  to  bri;i^  her  to  more  rea- 
gpnable  c.Quduct.  The  Yigo.ijir.of  the  British 
pavy  wheii  put  forth  with  a  determination 
jjv^hich  the  mode^'ate  spirit  of  th^*g;ovem- 
f^;?nt  had  hitherto  restrained,  wo,uld  .proye 
equal  to  cppe  with  the  power  that  France 
pad  established  on  the  lajjid.  It  w^oj^lcj  ^- 
jpi?ar,  tlut  if  France  gpmbined'  all  ^g 
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powers  of  the  continent  to  oppxess  us,  the 
.eflfect  was  but  to  increase  our  strength  and 
energy,  and  to  make  us  triumph  under 
oppression.  He  had  thought  it  right  to 
say  U^us  much  now,  in  explanation  of  the 
grounds  he  meant  to  go  upon  when  the 
several  questions  should  come  to  be  more 
particularly  discussed  hereafter. 

Lord  J%ftr^  Petttf  ssAd,  that  whatever 
merit  as  to  style,  the  spe.ecb  ^cribed  to 
his  majesty  might  possess,  it  wanted  the 
more  vulgar  but  more  important  merit  of 
a  full  statementof  fact^.  It  was  a  singular 
instance  to  be  in  a  state  of  war  with  a 
power  against  which  there  were  no  docu- 
ments to  prove  an  hostile  act.  The  only 
reason  stated  for  refusing  information  was, 
that  those  who  had  communicated  the  in- 
telligence  might  be  thereby  injured.  But, 
all  the  mischief  that  could  be  occasioned 
by  this  had  been  done  already,  for  mi- 
nisters had  in  a  public  Declaration  stated^ 
that  they  had  intelUg^ce  as  to  the  secret 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit.  It  was 
extraordinary  in  those  who  had>  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,  exposed  ihe  ;cninisters 
of  dififerent  courts  to  animadversion,  by 
their  communications,  to  be  so  scrupulous 
on  this  point.  With  regard  to  the  expe- 
dition to  Lisbon  sent  out  by  the  late  mi- 
nisters, it  wa3  curious  enough  to  heax  it 
.said,  that  it  had  failed,  me^ enr  because  it^ 
object  had  been  attained  without  the  vio- 
lence employed  against  Denmark.  If  lord 
St.  Vincent  Had  proceeded  as  ministers  had 
done,  where  would  now  have  been  their 
golden  dream  as  to  the  Brazils  ?  He  wished 
for  no  better  parallel  than  the  instructions 
whiqh  had  been  given  to  lord  St.  Vincent, 
cojppg^i;^d  with  those  given  to  lord  Cath- 
cart,  and  he  wished  the  right  hon.  secretary 
would  move  for  them.  He  contended  that 
the  principles  of  right  and  wrong  were  to 
be  considered  in  politics  ^s  yreft  as  in  phi- 
losophy, and  on  these  they  must  reason 
generally  till  a  particular  case  was  made 
out.  It  became  those,  who  cliecked  peti- 
tions for  peace,  to  tak/e  care  that  no  oppor- 
tunity ot  negotiation  should  be  liet  slip, 
ijaerely  on  pomts  of  form.  We  ought  to 
examine  with  jealousy  into  the  subsidiary 
coni^ection  with  Sw.eden.  He  agreed  in 
the  propriety  of  ke^jpipg  the  jdlaij:  of  the 
Chesapej^Jc^  distjlnct  from  other  poi|:fts,  and 
in  tlve  pece§sity  pf  maintaining  bur  essen- 
tial rights  J  tut  '|ve  pugljl;,  ^  the  5?im^ 
tijfl.e,  to  guard,  agaipst  unnecessary  irrjta- 
tlon,  and  to  ^^axp  of  bein^  led  away  by 
the  fliam^e  of  vigour,  so  a^  to  in^ct  ^  ^^vere 
blpw  oil  our  pjjrn  p/op«^i;i9gj    'l^^  jaobl^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


693      PARL  DEBATES;  Jast.  21,  l66^.—tlUL&rdiCmm!8kt{mefil'9i^ch.      C70 


l<»rd  expressed  his  regret,  that  there  should 
be  so  little  in  the  speech  respecting  the 
temporary  policy  a^  to  Denmark,  and  no- 
thing at  all  acs'  to'  the  permanent  policy 
intended  to  bfe  pursued  tovvafds  Ireland. 

MV.  Bdt^rst  admitted;  that  if  it  could 
be  proved,  tha:t  there'  were  secret  articles 
in  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  hostile  to  this  coun- 
try, artd  his  majesty  had  infonnation  of 
them,  the  justific^ation  of  ministers  would 
be  complete.  Bijt  it  would  be  too  much 
t6  take  all  this  for  granted  on  the  bare 
asseitioit  of  ministers.  It  was  singular, 
that  \%i]ile  the  arguments  were  suspended, 
we  wiSrie  called' upon  to  come  to  an  imme- 
diate conclusion.  He  contended,  that  all 
the  dangei'  that  could  arise  from  a  com-- 
mtmication  of  thtf  particulars  of  the  iritel- 
ligience,  had  b^n  incurred  already.  He 
was  surprized  that  those  who  had  exa- 
mined whether  Portugal  could  be  defended 
agamst  Fi-aifbe,  had  not  also  inquired  into 
the  prat!ticability  of  defending  Zealand, 
and  whether  the  Danes  were  able  and  dis- 
poted  to  defend  themselves.  He  certainly 
thoadit  that  ministers  were  bound,  in  their 
justincstion,  to  shew  a  good  cause,  or  pro- 
duce some  document  or  information  which 
might  lead  the  house  to  discover  that 
there  was  good'glroUnd  for  the  expedition 
to  Cot>enhage)i. 

Mr.  Dkckett  ipok^  in  favour  of  the  ad- 
dress If  the*  occupltidn  of  Alexaridria 
was  justifiable,  so  W^  th&t  of  Denmark. 
The  only  difference  was,  not  in  the  prin- 
ciple, but  ia  the  is^e.  The  expedition  to 
Aiestandria  h^d  proved  injudicious  and 
disa^tr6ti^  ajfd  thttt  to  Copeuhageii  wise 
and  sac'cete^l. 

'Nlt^mkHfiumcofi^Aeted  the  Address,  in 
th&t  p^iH  which'  related  to  the  Copen- 
hagen exTpeditioh,  without  evidence  to 
suppdH  thfe  necessity  of  the  measure,  as 
one  df  the  mosf^  outrage6us  proceedings 
thst  e'^^f  was  attempted-  in  parliament. 
AbfedKite^nec'esiity  might  justify  any  thing; 
but,  at!' fair' as"' the  evidence  went,  the  effect 
of  if  was  to 'shew,  that'  no  such  necessity 
ejdsted.  There  were  two  points  of  view 
iii  which  this  question'  wds  to  be  consi- 
dctfed':  first,  the  justice  of  it;  and,  se- 
condly,- supposing  the  thing  to  be  just,  the 
policy  of  It.  It  might  be,  that  the  proof 
of  eadi  was  the  same.  £ly  shewing  the 
mea^ui^'to  be  ifecessary,  you  would,  at 
the  sam^  time,  shew  it  to  be  just.  But, 
t!l(e  pt<kifk  required'  might  be  separate. 
ttiere  mighr  be  circumstances,  which 
#(>uldt  sthctiy  speakings  gtvH  you  a  right 
16  ts  lAat  you  hsve  dolae,  which  yet 


would  be  very  far  from  rendering  such  a 
step  either  prudent  or  advisable.  Such, 
he  ^vas  ready  to  maintain,  was  actually  the 
case  here.  Wliatever  became  of  the  ques- 
tion of  righti  on  which  he  would  agree  to 
suspend' his  judgment  till  further  infoilA'a- 
tion,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing 
at  the  preseht  moment,  that  the  nieasure' 
was  wTiolly  unwise  and  impolitic.  He 
would  suppose  that  the  Hon.  gentlemen 
could  make  out  a  case  of  righl ;  he  Would 
suppose  further,  what  was  a  separate  suf^- 
position,  and  still  more  remote  from  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  truth,  that  they 
could  make  dut  a  clear  case  of  right ;  that 
they  could  prove  to  a  certainty,  that  if  the 
fleet  and  stores  had  not  been  seized  as  they 
were,  they  would  inevitably  and  speedily 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Bonaparte : 
still,  he  should  say,  rather  let  him  have 
them  in  the  circumstances  in  which 
he  must  have  taken  them,  than  we  in 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  have 
taken  them.  This  was  his  opinion,  and 
this,  he  was  persuaded,  notwithstand- 
ing the  flattering  hopes  indulged  by  the 
honourable  seconder  of  the  motion,  would 
soon  become  the  opinion  of  the  greater 
part,  if  not  of  the  whole,  of  the  nation. 
They  were  now  running  riot,— those  of 
them  to  whom  the  question  of  right  and 
the  effect  on  the  national  honour  were  ob- 
jects of  no  concern — and  were  indulging 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  plunder  they 
had  acquired ;  but  this  satisfaction  would 
be  of  short  duration ;  the  time  would  soon 
come,  when  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  penalty  of  th6ir  misdeeds  ;  when 
the  stores  would  be  used  up,  the  ships  be 
worn  out  or  lost,  and  new  stored  ana  new 
ships  have  been  supplied  in  their  room  to 
the  arsenals  and  dock-yards  of  Demnark; 
■and  when  they,  the  perpietrators  of  the 
aets  in  question.  Would  be  left  only  with 
the  shame  of  what  they  had  done,  arid  the 
serious  and- lasting  consequences,  which 
that  shame  would  bring  along  with  it : 

"  Then  comes  the  reckdning,  when  the  bAiii)iMt't 

o*er, 
Therdreadftxl  ractotihig,  andmeQ  smit^  no  mdrfe.^ 

We  had  acted  up(m  this  occasion,  from  the 
impulse  of  a  pnnciple,  often  one  of  the 
most  improvident  and  short-sighted,  name- 
ly, that  of  fear;  and  had  looked  only  to 
our  temporary  and  partial,  inst'ead  of  to 
our  general  and  permanent  interest.  No- 
thing could  be  more  transitory  than  the 
advantages  that^  we  had  gained ;  nothing 
more  durable  than  the  evils  at  the  price 
of  which  these  advantages  had  been  pur- 
p  2 
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chased.  The  objects  themselves  were  not 
less  disproportionate.  We  had  got  ships, 
and  we  had  lost  men :  we  had  gained  a 
navy,  but  we  had  lost  a  nation.  Never 
more  were  we  to  look  to  the  Danes  for  any 
thing  but  the  most  deep-rooted  ill-will, 
the  most  inflamed  and  bitter  enmity. 
What  was  of  still  more  consequence  than 
even  the  friendship  or  enmity  of  any  peo- 
ple, however  powerful,  we  should  have  lost 
the  fair  fame  and  character  of  the  coun- 
try.— In  all  this  we  had  been  imitating 
that  very  conduct  of  the  enemy,  which, 
hitherto,  it  had  been  our  constant  and  just 
object  to  expose  and  decry  ;  bur  imita- 
tion, too,  was  just  of  a  sort  to  give  us  a 
fiill  share  in  the  disgrace  without  any  share 
in  the  benefit.  We  were  increasing  the 
power  of  Bonaparte  instead  of  diininishing 
it.  The  course  of  proceeding  in  conduct- 
ing the  present  business  through  the  house 
was  not  less  to  be  remarked  on.  We  were 
to  decide  the  question  to  night  and  argue 
th^  merits  of  it  afterwards. — The  right 
hon.  gent,  ridiculed  the  idea,  that  any 
credit  was  to  be  given  to  the  present  mi- 
nisters for  the  step  taken  by  the  court  of 
Portugal,  when  their  own  narrative  stated 
the  resolution  to  have  been  taken,  and  the 
purpose  executed,  in  the  absence  pf  our 
minister,  and  without  his  knowledge.  He 
should  have  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  so  prone  to  ridicule  others,  would 
have  seen  the  ridicule  that  must  redpund 
upon  himself,  should  he  attempt  to  set  up 
any  such  claim. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  denied 
that  ever  his  majesty's  ministers  had  said 
they  were  in  possession  of  the  secret  arti- 
X  cles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit.  The  expression 
imputed  to  them  was  in  his  majesty's  De- 
claration, in  answer  to  the  Manifesto  of 
Eussia,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  it  was, 
not  unknown  to  his  majesty,  that  secret 
articles  had  been  agreed  on  in  that  Treaty, 
for  either  obliging  this  country  to  accept 
an  ignominious  and  insecure  peace,  or 
forming  a  confederacy  of  all  the  naval 
powers  of  Europe  against  England,  and 
more  especially  those .  of  Denmark  and 
Portugal.  His  majesty's  ministers  had  a 
commimication  of  the  substance  of  those 
secret  articles  from  the  most  unquestion- 
able authority :  and,  assured  as  they  were 
pf  the  truth  of  that  communication,  they 
would  have  incurred  the  deepest  crimi- 
nalitjr  and  disgrace,  had  they  waited  until 
an  evil  had  actually  occurred  so  perilous 
to  our  naval  superiority  and  very  existence 
itself.    In  his  mind  tfie  best  criterion  of 


the  authenticity  of  the  coramunication, 
and  the  conduct  of  government  thereupon, 
was,  to  advert  to  the  antecedent  conduct 
of  the  present  ruler  of  France,  in  seducing 
or  forcing  every  other  power  on  the  con- 
tinent into  a  confederacy  with  him  against 
this  country  ;  and  when  we  then  consi- 
dered his  means  of  attacking  Denmark  with 
a  powerful  army  in  Holstein,  was  it  not 
probable  that  he  would  avail  himself  of 
his  power  of  oppressing  Denmai'k,  and 
possess  himself  of  her  ships,  which,  though 
they  were  now  in  our  hands,  and  might 
decay  in  20  years,  would  not  have  de- 
cayed in  his  hands  before  the  opening  of 
the  spring,  when,  in  all  probability,  they 
would  have  been  employed  in  carrying 
troops  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland.  jBut, 
there  was  another  proof  which  had 
since  occurred  to  support  the  veracity 
of  the  intelligence  respecting  the  secret 
articles  at  Tilsit,  on  which  the  go- 
vernment had  acted  towards  Copenhagen ; 
namely,  the  attack  on  Portugal,  and  the 
march  of  a  French  army  for  the  invasion  of 
that  country,  and  the  seizure  of  its  fortresses 
and  its  fleet.  The  latter,  however,  was 
happily  preserved  by  the  measures  adopted 
by  government,  founded  upon  one  and  the 
same  communication ;  and  would  any 
man  venture  to  say,  that  if  this  commu- 
nication had  not  been  promptly  acted 
upon,  that  both  those  fleets  would  not 
have  been  this  day  in  the .  possession  of 
France  ? 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  and  spoke  as  follows :  . 
— ^I  never  entered  this  house,  sir,  with  so 
little  expectation  of  having  occasion  to  tres- 
pass on  its  attention  as  I  aid  this  day ;  and 
until  I  heard  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  never 
felt  the  least  disposition  to  obtrude  upon 
its  notice.  But,  sir,  I  would  now,  while 
that  speech  is  yet  tingling  in  our  ears,  and 
fresh  in  our  memories,  call  the  observa- 
tion of  this  house  to  the  pitiful,  petty- 
fogging,  quibbling  justification  set  up  by 
his  majesty's  minister,  upon  a  proceeding 
in  which  the  character  and  the  renown  of 
this  countiy  are  so  materially  involved. 
Have  his  msyesty's  ministeris  any  know- 
ledge of  the  fficts  upon  which  they  pre- 
tend to  justify  the  proceedings  against 
Copenhagen?  Have  they  any  authentic 
documents  to  shew  to  the  house  for  their, 
vindication  upon  a  transaction  so  out- 
rageous and  unprecedented  ?  No,  says  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  we  have  not  the 
contents  of  the  secret  articles  at  Tilsit, 
but  we  are  in  poss^ion  of  the  sabstaace«^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


73]       PARL.  D£BATES»  Jan.  Ql,  l808.«-71lf  Lord$  Cammhri&ner^  Speech.      [7« 


Sir,  if  they  have  the  substance,  why  have 
they  not  produced  it  ?  If  you  produce  the 
article  itself,  you  might  certainly  endanger 
your  informant ;  but,  by  giving  in  the 
substance,  you  expose  him  to  no  danger 
whatever,  ^r,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
has  assumed,  this  day,  a  tone  which  ill 
beconies  the  cause  he  has  to  defend :  he 
mocks  our  moderation ;  and  he  asks  my 
^  right  hon.  friend,  '^  why  don't  you  move 
an  amendment  ?''  and  ne  puts  this,  give 
me  leave  to  say,  rather  in  an  insulting 
tone  ;  and  talks  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Ml-.  G.  Ponsonby)  of  what  he  calls  "  the 
commencement  oi  his  career  in  leading  an 
opposition.'^  Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man seems  to  have  forgot  the  short  tiiqe 
that  he  himself  has  been  a  leader  of  the 
administration  he  now  directs,  or  that  he 
is  somewhat  in  his  novitiate  in  a  situation, 
his  fitness  for  which  may  require  the  test 
of  some  probationaiy  years.  It  don't  be- 
come him,  sir,  to  assume  such  a  deport- 
ment towards  my  right  hon.  friend ;  but  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will- take  a  lesson 
from  his  suggestion  and  propose  an  amend- 
ment, for  which  it  is  not  yet  too  late,  and 
the  amendment  I  would  suggest  would  be 
to  leave  out  of  the  address  the  whole  of 
the  paragraph  which  relates  to  Denmark; 
as,  after  what  I  hs^ve  heard  this  night,  I 
have  strong  objections  to  go  to  a  decision 
upon  that  part  of  the  Address  until  I  see 
fimer  information  before  the  house.  I 
do  declare,  sir,  that  I  entered  the  house 
this  night  with  a  strong  disposition  to  sup- 
port his  majesty's  ministers  in  the  specific 
measure  respecting  Copenhagen,  because 
1  took  for  granted  they  were  Yeady  to  l^y 
before  parliament  the  most  irre^agable 
proo6  of  imperious  necessity  to  justify 
the  proceeding.  But,  sir,  from  what  I 
have  heard,  my  disposition  is  materially 
altered.  I  heard  a  young  and  eloquent 
member  (the  mover)  in  his  speech  this 
night,  assert  that  the  mind  of  the  country 
was  made  up  onlhe  subject.  I  own  my  mind 
was  made  up  to  a  certain  degree,  because 
I  hoped  ministers  would  not  have  /suilered 
themselves  to  be-so  critically  involved,  if 
they  could  not  prove  the  absolute  necessity 
under  which  they  felt  themselves  obliged 
to  resort  to  this  strong  measure  for  the 
defence  of  their  country ;  and  therefore, 
sir,  if  they  can  prove  that  necessity,  to 
justify  the  proceeaing  against  Denmark,  I 
shall  be  perfectly  ready  to  give  them  on 
this  occasion  my  most  cordial  support. 
But  how  is  the  house  to  say  the  measure 
was  justifiable?  We  have  it,  indeed,  from 


the  sacred  lips  of  his  majesty,  that  he  was 
in  possession  of  the  proofii  of  a  secret  un- 
derstanding and  collusion  between  Russia 
and  Denmark  to  form  a  confederacy  with 
France  against  this  country.  But  have  his 
msQesty's  ministers  attempted  to  shew  this 
by  any  proof,  not  even  approaching  to 
legal  evidence  ?  It  was  upon  the  reli- 
ance that  they  could  adduce  such  proof 
that  I  was  disposed  to  support  them,  be- 
cause I  really  did  not  imagine,  that  with- 
out the  most  irrefragable  proofs  of  the 
necessity,  they  would  have  proceeded  to 
measures  which  otherwise  must  be  con- 
sidered a  gross  outrage  upon  every  prin- 
ciple and  feeling  held  sacred  amongst, 
mankind  :  for  had  such  proofs  really  ex- 
isted, I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  they  would 
have  been  fully  justified,  in  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, to.  keep  the  fleet  of  D^mtiark 
out  of  the  grasp  of  the  French  ruler.  In 
such  a  case  self  preservation  is  paramount 
to  all  other  considerations.  '  Fiat  justitia 
ruat  caelum,'  sir,  is  a  principle  I  admire 
as  much  as  any  man.  But  if  I  am 
to  maintain  this  principle  towards  a 
power  who  refuses  all  adherence  to  it, . 
and  if  I  am,  in  that  spirit,  to  look  tamely 
on,  while  my  enemy  seizes  from  a  de- 
fenceless power  a  fleet  which  I  am  satis- 
fied he  is  determined  to  employ  in  direct 
hostility  against  me  ;  I  say  that  to  adhere 
to  the  maxim  on  my  part  would  be  '  Fiat . 
stultitia,  ruat  patriam.'  I  say,  prove  such 
an  intention  and  I  am  satisfied.  :  But 
what  is  the  proof  offered  ?  His  majesty's 
minister  says,  no !  you  shall  have  no 
proofs ;  I  can  give  you  none  without  be- 
traying the  confidence  of  my  spy,  and  he 
will  be  exposed  to  sufifer.  But,  sir,  in  such 
a  case,  is  his  majesty's  minister  to  tell 
this  house,  "  though  the  character  of  the 
country  is  staked  upon  this  issue,  I  wiU 
give  you  no  proofs^-^and  you  niust  take  my 
word."  Why,  sir,  is  this  aground  to  jus- 
tify this  house  in  voting  implicit  approba- 
tion to  a  measure  of  such  evidence?  I 
think  not :  and  I  gay  that  I  for  one  will : 
not  now  believe  it ;  although  I  did  not 
suppose  it  possible  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  would  have  ventured  to  prosti- 
tute the  sacred  authority  of  his  majesty's 
name  to  cover  an  assumption  which  they 
could  not  a44uce  one  tittle  of  evidence  to 
substantiate.  I  do  not  want,  sir,  to  annex 
any  authority  to  the  expressio;is  of  the 
French  government  on  this  occasion.  But 
I  find  in  his  majesty's  Declaration  that  he 
is  informed  there  are  Secret  Ai'ticles  in 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  for  forming  a  coafe- 
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dCTUcjr  in  the  North  of  Europe  highly  h6s- 
tileto  this  country,  and  towhich  Denmcirk 
18  a  partr.  Now,  who  made  the  treaty  of 
"inisitwmi France?  N<6tl>eiitoark> buf your 
late  ally  die  emperor  of  Russia.  Db  you- 
attack  Russia  ?  No !  no !  you  pass  by  the 
principal^  and  you  attack  the  supposed 
accessary:  you  bombaiki  hi«  capital,  you 
send  your  bomboatsi  and  rockets  to  fire 
hn  city  and  massacre  its  inhabitants ;  you 
seize  hi»  fleets ;  you*  plunder  his  arsenals  ; 
andfater  you  havecompleated  this^outrage, 
whiieh  nothiHj^  but'  the  most  imperious 
necessity  conid  juBtify,  trhat  do  you  then 
do  ?  Wny,  yoU'  apply  to»  the  empeix)r  of 
Boisia;,  the  principal  m  this' hostile' confe- 
deracy, only  ^  mediate  with  Denmark  (an 
aieeessary  bulfied  and  seduced  by  hisr  influ- 
ence) for  a  peace  with  you*  Why  did  you 
liot  attack  the  principal?  Why  not  proceed 
against  Cron^adl)  and-  sei^e  the  fleet 
and  arwnal  ?  Why  did  you  not  seize  on 
the  Russian  fleet  in  the  Meditp.rraiieaii  ? 
"Why  sufler  thrt^e  Rassian  ships  of  the  line 
to  sail  through  yours(|«adi'oiisvin[rio!e5)l:ctl? 
How  did  you  learn  the  con  I  en  ts  of  the 
Secret  Treaty  at  TIlRJt  ?  Was  the  emperor 
of  Russia  yotir  informant?  For  he  only 
^n^as  privy  to  it>  as  one  of  the  cotifiderating 
parties  ;  and  yet  it  is  this  very  emperor 
of  Russia,  and  no  body  el&Cj  to  whom 
ymi  send  an  ambaRsador  in  order  to 
coax  him  to  an  interference  with  Den- 
mark ibr  the  restoration  of  peace  with 
you,  after  the  outrage  you  have  pi^ci- 
pitated  upon  that  country.  If  your  in- 
ibrmation  was  not  true,  your  attack  on  Co- 
penhagen can  never  be  justified,  and  if  the 
Treaty  of  Tilsit  was  the  source  and  origin 
of  ihtj^  hostile  confederacy,  1  assert  that 
his^  majesty's  mi  meters  deserve  impeach^ 
ment  for  not  ha^-^ing  attacked  the  princi* 
pal  as  well  ag  the  accessary.— I  shulJ  next 
advert  to  another  point  highly  important 
to  the  character  of  this  country,  namely 
the  necessity  for  the  attack  of  our  arms  on 
Copenhagen,  which  I  was  infoitned  his^ 
inajeaty'g  minister's  would  be  fully  able  to 
justity,  but  foT  which  they  certainly  as  yet 
have  offered  nothing  like  justification/  1 
hw«e  heard  from  authority  to  which  I  am 
dispensed  to  attach  strong  credit,  that  the 
emperor  of  Rih«tf*ia  had  taken  every  patna 
m  pen^uade  the  prince  of  Deneiark  to  joiti 
the  contederacy  against  this  totintry,  but 
"'■the  pereinptDriiy  refused,  and  declared 
^nothing  should  indoee  h?tn  to  violate 
ftiify.  I'have  heai'd  a  genilematfi 
mcity  1  can  rely,  say,  that  at 
m  cmr  espedilion  i^aa   pro-^ 


eeeding  against  Copenhagen;  the  crown 
pl»inee  was  in  Holstein  with  thirty  thou- 
sand Danish  troops  and  forty  thousand 
militiia^  I'eddy^  to  defend  Holstehi  against 
Boiittparte ;  slnd  determined'  tb  persevei*e 
to  the  last  man^  rather  than  be  induced' 
to  violate  his  neutrality.  Now,  sir,  it  is 
said  tkat  if  Bdonaparte  was  in  Holsteirt, 
he  mtetf  next,  as  a  thing  of  course,  have 
tiaken'  possession  of  Zealand^  but  if  I  atH' 
rightly  informed,  nothing  was  so  nearly^ 
201  imposiibiltfy  sis  that  the  French 
cduM'  hav«'  takdn  pbssession  of  Zealand^ 
if  the  prince  wste  determined  to  fight  for 
its  sectn'hy,sii«taitted'  by  the  assi^tSiiitee  we 
might  Hdcfe  ailbrded  him:  It  is  next  said, 
that  by  the  aliJack  on  Copenhag^  we  have 
gained*  an  ittipoi'tant  adv^^antage,  inthepos- 
sisssibn' of  d  Fleet,  which  mtist  otherwise 
hare  fellen'intb  tJie  possession  of  thePn^nch. 
Why,  sir,  lanl  read'y  tb  excuse  his  raaj/s 
ministers  mcist  completely  ujion  this  stibject, 
if  they  wiH  prt)Ve  to  me  that  Bitottark  was 
unable  tte  defend  Holstein,  I  say  they 
a^  bound- to  make  out  their  daise  by  some 
such  proof,  or  they  have  no  right  to  call 
on  thi^  house  to  sanction*  their  condbct. — 
But  it  ii*  asked,  wlftit  have  ybU  got?  and 
what  haVe  you  lost?  and  it  has  been 
fairly  stated  m  answer,  that  iVe  Have  got  the 
ships,  but' they  have  got  the  men;  that 
we  have  got  the  Body,  and  our  efneiny 
the  Soul,  of  the  Banish  navy.  Yet  for 
this,  the  honour  of  the  cdUntty  is  tar- 
nished, and  the  cfrime  aggra^ted;  by  the 
refusal  of  ministers  to  Ifty  atiy  itifc^rmation 
before  paHiament  tb  justify  the '  outrage. 
But  it  is  said,  forsuoth,  that  by  this  cap- 
tm%  of  tfe  Binish  Fleet,  you  have  pre- 
vented' the  invasion  of  Ireland!  By  the 
w€iy,  this- is'  the  fitist  notice,  that,  in  the 
c6urse  of  this  discussion,  his  majesty's  mi- 
nistfertfhave  deigned  to  take  of  that  coun- 
try, which,  fi-om  thfeir  prwfessibns'at  the 
cloae  of  t!ie  la^tf  se^siictei;  I  should  ^atve  ex- 
peetfed  td  fltid  a  prbtttincnt  ffeatute-in  the 
speech  fhwrl' the  throne;  But,  instc^l'df 
an  acfof  t^  g««sest  outrftgeartd  injmrtice 
agakist  Benmark,  to^  pfetent' the  danger' 
yowapprehendfThcffnaft  ittva^cw  of^&cfland, 
and^  fer' which  you^atTTsofnitich  alartned; 
w*fy  have 'yt)u  not  taken  the  stronger  and*^ 
more  dbvicJUs  mode  of  securing  ttj  ycrur- 
selves  that  ctJtmtry,  by  reisorthig^tamea. 
sm^sofconciHafrton  and  justice,  rUthferthaff 
by  att*attacl6o«-th^t«rintefyof  a  suspect- 
ed  fde.  In  God^'s  name,  if  yoU* wt)uld  se- 
cure-thte^BritisK^emptre;  if *yit)u would  ntake* 
peacewifh'  Buottaparte,  first  makepeace 
with-Ireland>  by  conciliating'  thr  aflfeci 
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tioDs  of  the  Irish  people,  ^^  yotu  will  ihen 
have  a  security  for  ypur  defence  infi- 
nitely superiouv  to  ^bat  any  of  tjiis  sort 
I  can  aJSbrd  you.  First  protect  and  concilia^, 
and  then  you  may  fipfi\y  conEde  in  the 
population  of  that  covntry  without  .any 
necessity  for  sei^ng  on  the  fleets  of  your 
real  or  supposed  enemies  lo  guard  her 
agjainst  invai^ion. — ^But,  sir,  Reside  the  at- 
tainment of  ships  which  we  did  not  want, 
what  are  the  other  advantages  we  have 
reaped  from  this  expedition  ?  I  understand 
they  consist  of  hemp  and  timber  taken 
from  the  Danish  arsenals,  adequate  to  one 
mouth's  supply  for  the  British  navy ;  and 
for  which,  beside  the  expence  and  the 
odium  of  the  capture,  the  country  wjl  still 
have  to  pay  at  the  highest  rate  of  valu- 
ation according  to  the  market  price  of 
those  commodities.  But,  sir,  is  this  all  ? — 
No:  for  the  country,  I  understand,  has 
paid  still  a  much  dearer  pricey  for  in  coor 
sequence  of  the  avidity  for  conveying 
those  prizes  to  British  ports,  so  com- 
pletely has  our  commercial  marine  in  the 
Baltic  been  abandoned  and  exposed,  that 
the  enemy  has  actually  captured  more  of 
those  very  stores  fi'om  you  than  you  have 
taken  of  him^  and  this  on  boaid  of  five  or 
six  and  fifty  British  vessels  in  the  Baltic 
tiade,  which  h.ave  fallen  into  his  hands 
since  the  depaitui-e  of  the  British  fleet  from 
the  Copenhagen  expedition.  Let  us  there- 
fore, sir,  put  a}l  the  advantages  we  have 
obtained  in  the  scale  against  the  moral  jus* 
tice  we  have  violated,  and  the  dignity  of 
character  \ye  have  lost  by  this  adventure, 
and  ask,  if  it  is  such  a  proceeding  as  (enti- 
tles his  majesty's  niinisters,  who  planned 
the  eoterprize,  to  the  approbation  and 
thanks  of  this  house.  In  the  language  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  and  their  supporters, 
every  hour  teeips  with  abuse  of  the  present 
niler  of  France,  and  every  day  brings  forth 
some  new  accusation  against  Buonaparte, 
^  an  usurper,  a  tyrant,  a  murderer,  ^ 
plunderer,  and  eveiy  thing  atrocious  and 
aboouaable ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  obs«rve# 
^»  this  language  echoed  through  the  pubr 
lie  prints  of  t|u8  conpf ry,  the  editors  of 
which  lire  smi^ible  xa^xh  wJ  woi^d  ^ot,  j 
^«Ve,  pj^r^pveri?  ui  i^uch  abu^,  if  they 
were  not  enpcMf rag^d  to  it-  ft  i^,  howi^ver, 
■jmething  to  fj^  c^^ay^ter  of  ^at  f uler, 
jhat  toiy^^  ^e  enenue^  who  (layKf 
w  the  pow^r  9t  dqi^^  hijn  ii^uify,  \m 
m  acted  with  hmnawty.  :pi^t  Britjsb 
rulers  j^ye  lo^t  all  ^h^acter  for  hun^aajty 
JJf  patowl  honpii^,  ^>jr  th^  i^J^^qk  mpm  ♦ 


1^  no  pow^r  t9  iiyur^  or  ^veiiresist  Aem ; 
and  they  have  thus  put  it  into  the  mouth 
of  every  Frenchman  to  retort  upon  then 
the  charge  of  all  those  enormities  with 
which  *we  have  accused  France.  The 
French  ruler  may  say  to  his  majesty's 
ministers,  "  you  may  talk  about  my  having 
seized  the  dnke  D'£ngbien  on  a  neutral 
frontier  and  put  him  to  death.  But  I  an- 
swer, it  was  an  act  of  violence  Jiecessary 
to  my  own  defence,  surrounded  on  all  sides 
as  I  was,  at  home  and  abroad,  by  nations 
and  partisans  conspiring  for  my  destruo- 
tion.  But  you,  who  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  Denmark,  a  distant,  pea^^Ue,  unof- 
fensive,  neutral  nation ;  you  have  wantonly 
violated  her  neutrality ;  you  have  attacked 
her  unawares ;  you  have  bombarded  her 
capital,  you  have  thrown  bombsi  shells, 
and  rockets  to  set  ^re  to  the  habitations  «f 
her  peaceable  citizens,  and  you  have  de- 
hige4  their  public  streets  with  the  blood  of 
their  murdered  wives  and  childrenj  whose 
mutilated  bodies  have  been  left  unburied, 
on  purpose  to  ^s^cite  new  rage,  hofror,  and 
indignation  against  the  Britbh  nation  and 
name.''  There  is  this  great  difl^ence  be- 
tween the  situation  of  the  heads  of  the  go- 
vernment in  the  British  and  Freneh  na- 
tions :  the  ruler  pf  France  has  been  raised 
by  his  own  efforts  to  the  situation  in  which 
he  is  placed,  and  was  surround^  on  all  sides 
by  enemies  confederated  for  the  subver- 
sion of  his  government^  andthedestructioti 
of  his  life.  But  will  any  man  say  the 
head  of  the  British  government  feeb  any 
apprehensions  of  such  atrocities;  that  our 
^cious  monarch  has  any  thing  to  fear 
from  conspiracy,  against  the  safety  of  his 
sagred  person,  or  the  security  of  his  crown  } 
The  ruler  of  France  may  plead,  in  the 
jealousy,  hatred,  and  assassinating  spirit 
of  his  enemies,  an  excuse  for  his  atrocities, 
which  the  rulers  of  this  country  cannot 
oS&t ;  our  government  has  no  charge  to 
appriehend,  Qur  b^loved  monarch  no  lurking 
dapger  to  fear.  Another  topic,  sir,  to 
which  I  have  to  adyert,  is  that  of  the  lal^ 
petitions  for  peaoe,  brought  forward  in  a 
gres^t.  mafiufacturing  country.  But,  sir,  I 
^W^fiif^  as  soma  geifttlemen  have  done, 
iipp^tjo  thosf  p^tjtion^to  a  faotious  spirii^ 
gar  tP  9^  wish  pf  urgwg  his  n^jeqty's  mi- 
xmt/^n  to  ^  prema^ire,  hunMliatiiig,  w  dis^ 
Wonr^hlepe^ce;^  h^t  merely  to  impress 
th^  with  a  stajbe  of  Ibe  distresses  they 
sustained  u^fickr  the  contvmaiice  of  a  war 
yf\^c\k  ha^  the  etlagt  of  eKcluduEig  their 
i^;V9U^i:^otures  frqm  all  ^  markets  la 
c^iine^tal  Europe*    I  knoyi^  sir,  thU 
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nothing  would  tend  more  to  embarrass  his 
majesty^s  ministers^  or  to  defeat  them  in 
the  object  of  obtaining  kn  advantageous 
peace',  than  urgent  petitions  for  that  pur- 
pose from  any  very  great  portion  of  the 
manufacturing  population  of  this  country, 
and  therefore,  sir,  I  Would  earnestly  depre- 
cate such  petitions.  But  if  every  oppor- 
tunity of  negociation  is  rejected,  and  wars 
■  are  to  be  continued  only  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  those  who  delight  in  carnage  be- 
cause they  batten  upon  the  spoils,  and 
grow  rich  by  the  calamities  of  others, 
then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
petition  for  pefice,  and  of  the  house  to  attend 
to  the  prayers  of  the  industrious  but  starv- 
ing manufacturers,  and  to  urge  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  a  negociation.  By  the 
way,  sir,  I  am  rather  surprised  that  a  right 
hon.  friend  of  mine,  his  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  whose 
place,  so  ably  filled,  is  become  now  al- 
most a  sinecure,  has  not  endeavoured  to 
commence  a  negociation  for  peace  through 
•ome  medium  or  other,  if  it  were  only  to 
find  something  to  do  for  his  amusement. 
What  I  would  now  ask  the  right  hon.  gent. 
18,  whether  there'  has  not  been  lately  a 
very  favourable  opportunity  afibrded  him 
for  that  purpose  ?  I  have  good  authority 
for  stating  that  this  opportunity  was  of- 
fered under  the  mediation  oi  Austria, 
-through  the  medium  of  count  Stahrem- 
berg ;  and  I  must  say,  that  if  any  offer 
was  made  for  negociation  by  Bonapaite, 
and  that  he  did  propose  count  Stahrem- 
berg  as  the  medium,  it  was  the  strongest 
proof  of  his  sincerity  in  that  purpose,  be- 
cause the  known  partiality  ot  count  Stah- 
remberg  for  this  country  was  a  sufficient 
tamest  that  this  nobleman  wotild  not  have 
consented  to  become  the  instrument  of  a 
negociation  founded  on  principles  hostile 
to  the  honour  or  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain.  •  If  this  was  the  case,  however 
averse  I  may  be  to  encourage  premature 
petitions,  urged  as  they  mignt  be  by  the 
temporary  presLiure  of  war  upon  the  ma- 
nufacturing interests  of  the  countiry,  I  could 
not  withhold  the  most  decided  reprehen- 
sion to  those  ministers  who,  rejecting  the 
wlsiies  of  the  country,  prefer  the  advice  of 
thoFe  who  are  friendly  to  the  continuance 
of  a  war  now  wiiliout  any  objects  for  the 
interests  of  this  country.  I  fear,  sir,  this 
fact  can  be  proved  against  his  majesty's 
iBters.  But  if  the  right  hon.  gent,  can 
that  coutit  Stahremberg  ha^  in  this 
^cted  for  himself,  and  not  hi  con- 
e  of  any  authority  from  Bona- 


parte ;  that  he  was  not  authorised  to  sign 
passports,  in  a  regular  way,  between  this 
country  and  France,  as  he  had  repeatedly 
done ;  that  it  was  the  mere  officious  act 
of  an  individual  to  propose  such  a  nego- 
ciation, I  for  one  shall  chearfully  support 
his  majesty's  ministers  in  their  refusal  to 
entertain  such  an  overture.  But  if  it  shall 
appear  that  those  ministers  have  rejected 
a  fair  opportunity  to  negociate,  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  express  my  reprobation  of  their 
conduct.  For,  unless  they  can  make  out 
some  fair  intelligible  cause  to  continue 
the  wa,r,  and  shew  they  have  not  let  slip 
any  fair  opportunity  for  negociation, 
no  human  power  shall  extract  from  me 
the  least  sanction  to  their  conduct.— 
In  every  fonner  period  of  this  contest 
there  was  at  least  some  ostensible  cause, 
some  plausible  pretence  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  for  prolonging  hos- 
tilities. At  one  time  it  was  to  resist  Jacobi- 
nical principles :  at  another  it  was  to  sup* 
port  the  cause  of  religion  and  social  order, 
then  it  was  to  effect  the  opening  of  the 
Scheld,  afterwards,  it  became  a  war  for  the 
defence  of  our  allies ;  a  motive  now  of  little 
import,  as  my  right  hon.  friend,  the  fo- 
reign secretary  will  attest,  since  his  time 
bemns  to  hang  so  heavily  on  his  hands, 
and  all  his  foreign  concerns  and  diplomatic 
missions  are  reduced  to  the  solitary  busi* 
ness  of  sending  his  ambassadors-errant  to 
look  after  the  emigrant  monarchy  of  Por- 
tugal. At  another  time  it  was  a  war  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons;  an  ob- 
ject which  has  ended  in  excluding  theni 
from  every  part  of  continental  Europe  as 
well  as  France,  and  leaving  them  no  other 
asylum  on  earth  but  England :  then  it  be- 
came a  war  to  obtain  indemnity  for  the 
past  and  security  for  the  future,  and  to 
meet  this  object  Ceylon  and  Trinidad 
were  to  be  ceded  to  usbyFrancfe;  and  lastly, 
we  were  at  war  because  we  would  not 
make  peace  separately  from  our  ally  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  a  consideration  from 
which,  whether  fortunately  or  unfortu- 
nately, we  are  at  last  relieved  ;  and, 
I  now  defy  his  majesty's  ministers  to 
name  any  object  for  continuing  the  con- 
test that  would  not  be  just  as  good  an  ar- 
gument for  eternal  w^r. — ^But,  unless  mi- 
nisters can  shew  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try why  the  war  is  contmued,  and  identify 
their  interests  with  the  contest,  you  can- 
not keep,  back  petitioners  from  stating 
their  misfortunes,  and  urging  you  to  over- 
tures for  a  peace. — There  is  another  point| 
sirionwhical^Gflec  fromnoble  and  rt.  bop* 
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friends  of  mine,  whp  now  sit  near  me ;  his 
maje^y's  late  chancellor  of  tho  exchequer 
for  England^  the  late  ohanc^Uor  for  Iceland, 
and  a  nght  ho».  gent,  late  secretary  for 
the  war  department,  who. say  they  wish  to 
give  his  majesty's  ministers  further  time^ 
and  not  to  press  the  matter  forward  too 
early,  in  hopes  of  hearing  something  on 
the  subject  from  those  ministers ;  I  allude, 
sir,  to  the  state  of  Ireland.  On  this  subject, 
sir,  from  what  I  know  of  their  yiews,  their 
habits,  and  inveterate  prejudices,  I  am  not 
di^jposed  to  giv6  his  majesty's  ministers  so 
much  as  a  single  week's  credit  for  their  in- 
tentions, or  to  believe  that  the  subject  has 
given  them  the' trouble  of  a  day's  conside- 
ration. When,  towards  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  I  proposed  to  bring  forward 
this  sul^ect,  and  appoint  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  state  of  Ireland,  if  his 
majesty's  ministers .  did  not,  a  right  hon. 
gent  his  majesty's  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, assumed  me,  that  the  subjec^t  of  Ire- 
land, theproniotion  of  its  interests,  and  the 
amelioratioii  of  its  internal  agairs,  formed 
a  ground  of  anxious  consideration  and 
earnest  solicitude  with  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters; and  that,  in  the  course  of  the  recess,  it 
vouJd  occupy  their  most  earnest  attention. 
Bat  how  have  they  proved  even  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  professions  ?  Is  the  name 
of  Ireland  even  so  much  as  mentioiied*  or 
the  aitaatian  of  &at  country  the  subject 
even  of  the  slightest  allusion  in  the  speech 
horn  the  threns  ?  I  see,  laid  on  your  table, 
a  return  made  of  the  state  of  glebe  lands, 
mined  churches,  and  dilapidated  par- 
wmage  hooMS  in  that  country,  probably 
with  a  view  to  some  improvement  upon 
thott  pdnta :  but  do  his  majesty's  minis- 
ten  think  this  will  do  ?  Is  their  disposition 
to  ameliorate  Ireland  only  to  be  found  in 
plans  fiurthfi  building  glebe  houses^  the 
repairing  of  dilapidated  churehes,  or  the 
increase  of  protostant  charter  schools! 
Means,  which  instead  of  reoaoving,  will  ex- 
ttperatethft  feelings,  and  aggravate  the 
^,  which  it  b  most  desirable  to  obviate. 
But,  sbr,  I  will  keep  my  pledge  with  Ire* 
hod,  and  at  no  distant  day  bring  forward 
^  grievances  of  that  country  to  the 
consideratioQ  of  thi^  house.  I  was  told  at 
the  close  of  last  session  to  demand  no 
pledge,  but  to  tnist  to  ministers  during 
^  recess.  Have  I  any  inducement  now 
to  confide  m  them  further,when  they  have 
M  condescended  even  so  much  as  to  men* 
tioa  Ireland  in  the  speech  from  the  throne, 
^  if  it  wasbeneatli  Itheir  high  and  proud 
iiQtioqs  of  vigoi»u»  policy  ^  Shall  i  post- 
VOL.  i^. 


ponethat  salutary  line  of  conduct,  who,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  look  to  Ire« 
laiid  as  every  thing ;  to  Europe  as  nothing 
to  this  country  ?  A  great  Roman  orator, 
speaking  of  eloquence,  has  said  that  to  the 
perfection  of  that  art,  the  first  considera- 
tion is  action,  the  second,  action,  and  the 
third,  action.  To  hb  majesty's  ministers, 
sir,  I  would  seriously  urge  that  to  the  se- 
curity of  this  empire  amidst  the  perils  that 
surround  us,  their  first  consideration  should 
be  Ireland,  their  second,  Ireland,  and  their 
third,  Ireland ;  for  convinced  I  am,  as 
every  thinking  man  in  the  country  must 
be,  that  the  loss  of  Ireland  would  entail 
irretrievable  perdition  on  the  British  em* 
pire. 

Ml*.  Montague  MtUthew  expressed.  In 
strong  terms,  his  mistrust  of  a  set  of  mi- 
nisters, who  had  come  into  office  with  an 
avowed  hostility  against  five  million  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland;  and  said^ 
that  he  hoped  in  God  he  should  not  see 
them  in  their  situations  that  day  six 
months. — ^The  question  was  then  carried 
without  a  division. 

HOUSE   OF   COfllMONS. 

Friday,  January  22* 

[Minutes.]  Sir  F.  SurdeU  todk  the 
oaths  and  his  seat.— New  Writs  were  or- 
dered for  the  boroughs  of  Castle  Rising, 
Tregony,  Tiverton,  and  Yarmouth,  in  the 
room  of  the  hon.  C.  Ba^ot,  Mr.  G.  Went- 
wortb,  the  hon.  Richard  Ryder,  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Jervoise ;  the  two  former  of  whom  had 
accepted  the  Stewardship  of  the  .Chiltern 
Hundreds  ;  Mr.  Ryder  the  place  of  Com- 
missioner of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  latter 
deceased.-*^Kenewed  petitions  were  pre- 
sent^di  complaining  of  the  returns  for  the 
following  places,  and  ordered  to  he  taketi 
into  consideration  on  the  da3fs  annexed : 
Banbury  and  Saltash,  Peh.  2 ;  Chippeit- 
ham«  Feb«  4 ;  Saltash,  and  Horsham,  Feb. 
9  ;  £ve»ham,  Febw  li ;  county  of  Sussex 
aiidJ>uhUn  Univereity,  Feb.  16 ;  Renfrew- 
shire and  Nottingham,  Feb.  18;  Penrhyn, 
Feb.  23.^Th©  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer  observed,  that  the  house  had  derived 
much  Qonvenience  from  the  limitation 
which  it  fixed  last  session  to  the  time  for 
receiving  Private  Petitions,  and  bringing  in 
Bills  thereon,  as  also  for  receiving  Reports 
of  such.bilis.  He  therefore  proposed,  that 
a  similar  regidation  should  be  made  in  the 
present  sessioov  Ic  was  then  ordered,  that 
no  pnvate  petition  should  be  iteceiyod  after 
the  2&Ax  of  Fob.;  that  no  bill  should  be 
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brought  in  thereon  after  the  28th  of 
^March,  and  that  no  report  of  such  bill 
should  be  received  after  the  16th  of  May. 
[The  Lords  Commismoners'  Speech.] 
Viscount  Hamilton  appeared  at  the  bar, 
and  presented  the  Report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  the  Address  voted  last  night  to 
his  majesty  was  referred.  Upon  the  mo- 
tion that  tne  said  report  be  brought  up, 

Mr.  Mttcdonald  said,  that  he  could  not 
snii^  that  last  stage  of  the  address  to  pass 

t  without  recording  nis  dissent  from  its  sub- 
stance. He  c6uld  not  express  approbation 
of  the  expedition  t6  Copenhagen,  because 
no  grounds  had  been  laid  before  the  house 
to  justify  it.  It  had  been  said  yesterday, 
that  the  eyes  of  Europe  were  upon  the 
British  parliament,  and  it  would  be  unfor- 
tunate, therefore,  if  its  first  act,  by  coming 

.  to  a  blind  decision  upon  this  question, 
should  be  such  as  to  disgrace  it.  lliere 
was  not  time,  he  contended,  between  the 

.  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  and  the  sailing  of  admiral 
Gambier,  for  ministers  to  have  deceived 
intelligence  of  the  engagements  entered 
into  at  that  treaty.  The  armaments  and 
stores  collected  at  Copenhagen,  therefore, 
were  not  provided  in  consequence  of  such 
engagements.  Ministers  ought  to  produce 
to  the  house  the  information  upon  which 
they  had  acted  ;  for  if  they  had  received 
it  from  any  of  our  ministers  at  the  Northern 
courts,  those  eentlemen were  now  in  safety. 
He  regretted  that  his  majesty's  speech 
had  not  held  out  any  prospect  of  peace  j' 
and  he  thought  it  inconsistent  that  minis- 
ters should  adhere  to  forms  which  ob- 
structed peace,  whilst  they  rejected  all 
forms  in  their  attack  upon  a  neutral 
nation. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  he  did  not  think  it  fair 
to  attack  ministers  as  to  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen.  If  the  same*  conduct  had 
been  adopted  towards  the  fleet  of  Spain, 
mpon  a  former  occasion,  this  country 
would  not  have  had  to  fiffht  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar,  where  the  gallant  Nelson  had 
lost  his  life.  He  could  not  blame  minis- 
ters for  having  taken  the  precattti<m  which 
they  had  done,  but,  in  his  opinion,  thjsy 
had  hardly  done  enough  in  not  taking 
advantage  of  their  knowledge  of  the  Tilsit 
negotiations,  t  Call  him  the  Crown  Prince, 
or  the  half-a-crown  Prince,  or  what  you 
would,  it  was  certainly  most  absurd  to 
say,  that  he  and  his  confederates  should 
be  believed  in  eyery  assertion  they  were 
pleased  to  make,  and  that  not  one  word 
cominff  frbm  our  own  government  should 
be  credited.    He  believed  that  the  right 


hon.  th^  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was 
really  amanofhonoup  and  integrity,  and 
that  no  man  could,  with  justice,  venture  to 
dispute  it.  He  was  certainly  convinced, 
that  what  he  had  set  forth  was  the  real  fact, 
and  that  if  he  v^re  to  give  up  his  ofigpnal 
source  of  information,  some  person  or  per- 
sons would  be  sacri^ed.  He  gave  him 
full  credit  for  his  conduct  upon  this  occa- 
sion, and  he  should  conclude  by  saying  to 
him,  as  some  gentlemen/  on  the  opposite 
side,  would  never  cease  to  urge  objections 
against  the  measures  of  the  existing  go* 
vernment,  *  never  mind  them,  parsue  your 
duty,  and  leave  them  where  you  find 
them.* 

Mr.  Hihhert  wished,  that  the  speech  and 
the  sentiments  of  ministers  had  breathed 
more  the  spirit  of  peace.  He  would  neither 
despond  nor  encourage  despondency ;  but 
we  ought  to  look  at  the  situation  of  the 
country.  The  doctrine  of  our  independ- 
ance  on  commerce  was  safe  and  good,  so 
far  as  it  shewed  that  we  had,  besides  com* 
merce,  an  object  worth  defending,  and  the 
means  of  defence ;  but  dangerous  and  to 
be  reprobated  in  that  house,  if  it  taught 
indifference  concerning  the  sources  whence 
experience  proved  us  to  have  derived  much 
of  our  wealth  and  naval  power.  But,  even 
the  converts  to  these  new  theories  ought  to 
look  with  satisfaction  towards  peace,  in* 
asmuch  as  it  would  enable  us  to  transfer  to 
our  rivals  whatever  pbrtion  we  pleased  of 
the  evil  of  our  foreign  commerce. — ^Waa 
it  doubted,  whether  British  comhierce  was 
suffering  }  The  industrious  inhabitants  of 
Yorkshire  would  in  part  answer  the  ques- 
tion. It  had  been  observed,  on  very  suffi- 
cient authority  (Mr.  Milnes),  that  their 
Petition  did  not  originate  in  party  spirit. 
Surely,  it  was  on  that  account  entitled  to 
the  more  consideration  by  ministers ;  it 
was  indeed  the  natural  expression  of  the 
feelings  of  a  laborious  and  loyal  people, 
wrung  from  them  by  distress  which  they 
had  endured  long  and  patiently :  shew' 
them  a  sufficient  cause  and  they  will  en- 
dure still  more  and  longer.*  No  such 
cause  was  explicitly  pointed  out  to  them 
in  his  majesty's  speech.  Let  it  be  con- 
sidered, too,  that  the  virar  was  assuming  a 
new  character  of  furious  inveteracy,  not 
experienced  since  the  times  of  barbarism. 
Was  it  possible  that  any  one  in  that  house 
could  regard  with  complacency  the  priva- 
tions and  the  sacrifices  which  this  new 
mode  of  warfture  must  inflict  upon  all  classes 
of  people,  not  in  these  kingdoms  only,  but  ' 
throughout  all  Europe  ?  aadwas*it  politic 
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to  subject  this  country^,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  the  imputation  of  wantonly  and 
unnecessarily  prolonging    this   universal 
scourge  ?    If  we  could  not  now  clearly 
make  out  our  case  to  be  that  of  defensive 
war,  must  we  not  at  last  admit,  that  we 
continued   tbe   contest    merely   for    ^he 
chance  of  events,  that  might  enable  us  at 
some  time  or  other,  God  knows  how  or 
when,  to  treat  on  terms  of  more  advant- 
age ?  But  the  chances  of  war  shoukl  be 
coupled  with  its  inevitable  evils  in  our 
calculations,  and  it  would  be  politic  also  to 
consider  what  might  be  the  chances  of 
peace.     Did  peace  present  no  probabili- 
ties either  at  home  or  abroad  which  might 
better  our  situation  and  render  us  tjie  fit- 
ter to  cope  with  future  difficulties  ?  Might 
not  peace  loosen  some  of  those  bonds  in 
which  tfaie  states  of  Europe  are  now  en- 
slaved, and  lay  the  foundation  of  new  alli- 
ances against^ new  encroachments  ?   or, 
looking  at  home  to  our  sister  Island,  might 
not  even  a  few  years  of  peace  present  to 
us  the  opportunity  o^  allaying  the  discon- 
tents of  Ireland,  and  (^securing  for  us  her 
£uthful  and  hearty  support  in  any  new 
contest  ?  a  support  which  might  render  us 
fearless  about  the  event — Negotiation  had 
been  spoken  of  as  a  dangerous  experiment, 
a  situation  to  be  shunned ;  and  the  last 
negotiation  bad  been  branded  as  disgrace* 
fol  from  its  length.    Whatever  disgrace 
mif^t  result  from  a  patient  perseverance 
in  the  attempt  to  give  peace  to  Europe, 
this  country,  had  at  least  retired  from  that 
negotiation  with  the  highest  reputation  for 
strict  honour  and  inviolable  fidelity  to  en- 
gagements ;  a  character,  which,  if  it  had 
be^  maintained,  might  have  given  us  the 
best  title    to .  the  confidence  of  foreign 
courts,  and  have  fixed  a  value  upon  our  al- 
liance :  advantages  incalculable  whenever 
the  occasion  may  arise  for  resisting,  under 
better    auspices,   the    encroachments    of 
France,     it  were  well  if  this  character 
had  now  remained  to  us  ;  that  we  had  per- 
severed through  every  stage  of  this  disas- 
trous contest,  taking  for  our  maxUn  **  Malo 
me  fortunae  poeniteat  quam  Victoriae  pu- 
deat,''  so  that  at  the  termination  of  the 
straggle,  if  we  had  neither  extended  our 
territories  nor  our  influence  in  Europe,  we 
might  yet  have  boasted  that  we  had  not 
embraced  the  principles  nor  stooped  to  the 
means  of  our  adversary.  This  boast,he  fear- 
ed, we  now  could  not  make ;  from  all  that 
yet  appeared,  from  all  that  ministers  would 
mxSer  the  house  to  know,  we  had  blemished 
tbe  integrity  of  our  cause  by  w  act;*  which 


neither  in  its  origin  could  plead  that  ne- 
cessity which  is  paramount  to  justification, 
nor  in  its  accomplishment  displayed  ad- 
vantage or  splendor  sufficient  to  veil, 
however  imperfectly,  the  depravity  of  its 
character.  The  hon.  gent,  protested 
against  any  approbation,to  be  implied  from 
the  terms  of  the  address,  by  those  on  that 
side  of  the  house,  of  the  expedition  against 
Copenhagen :  he  considered  them  as  unfet- 
tered, whenever  that  and  other  questions 
connected  with  the  address,  should  come 
under  the  distinct  consideration  of  the 
house.  On  the  subject  of  peace  he  ear- 
nestly besought  ministers  to  reflect  that 
an  industrious  people  could  only  support  a 
war  so  protracted  and  so  arduous,  under 
the  hope  of -peace ;  a  hope  wbich  must  be 
extinguished,  unless  ministers  should  prove 
themselves  disposed  to  peace,  upon  fair 
terms,  and  open  to  negotiation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  it. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  should  take  another 
opportunity  of  stating  his  sentiments  on 
the  Danish  Expedition,  and  should  content 
himself  declaring  them  in  passing,  that 
as  an  Englishman  he  felt  disgraced  by  it. 
He  had  risen  only  to  state  what  he  knew  of 
the  proceedings  in  Yorkshire.  He  had 
^een  applied  to  by  very  respectable  dele* 
gates  from  that  county  to  become  the 
chairman  of  their  meeting,  but  had  de- 
clined, and  endeavoured  to  dissuade  them 
firom  their  purpose  of  petitioning  ibr  peace. 
He  assured  them,  that  such  a  proceeding 
would  do  no  good,  and  might  embarrass 
goverument  in  the  negociation  which  he 
supposed  was  then  carrying  on.  To  his 
arguments  they  had  replied,  that  they 
were  starving,  not  only  from  the  efiects 
of  the  war,  but  of  the  late  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. He  advised  them,  instead  of  petitioning 
against  the  war  and  the  Orders  in  Council^ 
to  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  king's 
ministers.  [Hear!  Hear^.]  He  repeated 
that  he  had  given  this  advice,  and  he  con^ 
tended  that  mere  were  men  to  be  found  ia 
that  house,  who  would  conduct  the  affairs 
of  thecouutry  with  greater  honour  and 
more  prospect  of  peace  than  the  present 
ministers. 

Mr.  Ed€M  rose  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  for  an  explanation  from  minis* 
ers  upon  one  point  in  the  speech,  which» 
according  to  his  construction  of  it,  ap- 
peared utterly  irreconcileable  with  truth. 
They  had  been  told,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Treaty  of  Tilsit  had  been  signed,  his  ma- 
jesty had  been  apprized  of  the  design  of 
the  enemy  to  employ,  the  Danish  fleet 
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agfluoftt  thiscounttj,  and  t^  speech  «Msd, 
thait  it  then  became  the  dviy  of  hismajefily 
to  place  that  fleet  <rat  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy.  The  Treaty  of  Tiisit  had  been 
fligned  on  the  7th  of  Jalyx  and  it  was  not 
till  the  8th  of  August  that  the  intelHg^ice 
of  that  event  "had  reached  this  ooontry. 
Admiral  Gambier  sailed  firom  England  en 
the  26th  of  July,  and  what  he  willed  to 

'  be  informed  <^  was,  whether  ministers  had 
received  the  intelligence  of  the  Treaty  of 
Tilsit  in  sufficient  time  to  allow  ^  the  ne- 
cessary delay  in  moving  troops  to  the 
coasts  providing  transports,  embarking, 
^c.  previous  to  the  sailing  i^  the  expe- 
dition ;  that  he  believed  to  be  impossible  : 
the  speech  fraai  the  ti^tone  was  not  to  be 
discussed  in  that  house  alone,  it  would  go 
forth  to  Europe,  and  be  combated  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  by  men  who  would 

'  not  want  dexterity  in  ekamioing  its  con«- 
tents,  and  it  was  therefore  the  moreneceB'- 
sary  to  corrdct  the  anachronism,  and  tiot 
asnd  the  speech  forth  with  its  own  refla- 
tion. In  philosophy,  the  cause  preceded 
the  effect,  here  the  efiect  preceded  the 
cause.  .He  desired  to  know,  therefore, 
wfaetfacjf  minialers  had  information  o(  the 
secret  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  pm^ 
viiMas  to  the  sculling  of  the  expeditiim,  or 
whether  their  information  related  to  any 
engagements  entered  into  previous  tso  the 
signing  of  that  treaty  ? 

Mr.  Pya  obeervvd,  that  Jt  would  have 
heea  proper,  in^re  ministers  involved 
iM  in  fresh  wars,  for  them  to  oonsider, 
whether  the  cause  of  them  was  juBt.  He 
might  approve  of  their  conduct  as  to  the 
Copenhagen  expedition  completely*  when 
fiuther  information  waft  laid  before  the 
hoQse,  but,  with  only  such  facts  «ls  those 
that  had  hitherto  been  stated,  he  co«ld  not 
possifc^ly  acentesce  in  that  pan  of  the 
address  which  implied  a  tacit  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  propriety  of  their  proceedings, 
asd  on  that  account  he  should  wifehj  that 
^at  part  of  it  should  be  leflb  out^  With 
legard  to  the  question  of  peaoe  or  war,  it 
had  been  said,  that  because  we  had  a  moi^t 
triumphant  navy,  and  were  at  war  with 
all  the  continent,  this  was  not  the  hour  to 
make  peace.  For  his  part,  however,  he 
did  really  believe,  that  this  was  the  very 
moment^  above  all  others,  when.it  was 
both  our  intei-esi  and  our  duty  to  try  to 
plrocure  it ;  it  being  recollected,  that  we 
had  been  no  less  than  15  years  engaged  in 
an  arduous  warfare.  He  was  s^re  that  the 
people  of  this  country  now  ardently  longed 
for  it,  and  he  helieyed^  too,  that  tm  inha- 


bitants of  the  -contiQent  were  also  ccmi* 
pktely  tired  of  war.    He  was  convinced 
that  we  might  have  had  peace  long  ago,- 
had  eflectusd  means  been  adopted  toobtwi 
that  great  and  most  desind>le  object. 

Mr.  Yorkt  had  intended  to  say  but  a 
few  words  on  the  present  oocamon)  but 
from  the  turn  which  the  debate  had  taken, 
and  the  opinions  which  had  been  last  night 
expressed  concerning  the  negotiations  at 
Tilsit,  and  particularly  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  opposite^  (Mr.  Batkunt)  opinions 
which  he  was  surprised  to  hear  from  that 
quarter,  be  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  stato 
his  sentiments  on  this  subject  His  ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  declared,  that  shortly 
after  the  negotiations  took  place  at  Tilsit^ 
his  maje^y  had  been  apprised  of  the  in- 
tention of  th«  enemy  to  torn  the  Baitish 
and  R>rtugue6e  fleets  against  this.coantryi 
and  that  then  it  becam&the  first' duty  of 
his  majesty,  as  protector  of  hit  ku^om,  to 
prevent  those  navies  from  being  employefd 
to  aid  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  His  ma- 
jesty had  told  them,  that  he  had  been  ap- 
prized of  sack  intentions  of  the  enemy  9 
and  what  were  they  to  do,  but,  as  they  ap*- 
proved  of  ins  measi^es,  to  aature  his  ma- 
jesty, that  they  pafticipated  in  his  regf«t 
that  hoBtility  could  not  be  avoided,  whilst 
they  con^atulatedkim  on  thesaeoess  with 
which  that  hottility  kad  bean  attended  ? 
It  had  been  ssdd,  tnat  sufficient  grotindd 
had  not  been-stated  to  justify  tbesneastn'e; 
but  her  would  ask  any  man  swequaititedtvith 
public  business,  whether  tha  kistnre  of  onr 
goverament  was  not  «uch,.  that  tk»gov«tn« 
men^  could  not  proceed  if  it  did  not  aften 
act  upon  grounds  which  e^mld  not,  •oeuist* 
eady  with  the  interests  of  the  coantry,  be 
i^de public^  Upon ^is gtoond kit ttrottki 
give  his  confidence  to  govierMiient,  wtthoiit 
negarrd  to  the  perscma.'^f  whem  it  might  bo 
composed.  Upon  the  same  grounds  he 
•would  have  given  his  con6dence  to  the  late 
government,  though  itwms  known,  that  he 
had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  cencurring  in 
their  measures,  if  they  had  made  his  maj. 
declare  in  his  speech,  that  he  had  sufficient 
groimds  for  the  measuves  they  might  adopt. 
Did  net  every  man  of  common  seMe  know, 
tkaft  measures  of  wiir  were  often  taken, 
when  no  information  couki  be  divulged  or 
was  even  received  to  jasiify  them  ?  llie 
difficulty  of  procuring  intelligewce  in  the 
present  instMce,  rendeced  it  etiil  «iore  m^ 
cessary  n<^  to  expote  ^<Me  Mui«es  which 
yet  remained  to  nsv  Ite  was  oenscienti'. 
ensly  of  efmioii,  l^at  mere  jnoonveni* 
me%  had  «ri«e)t  to  tUs  eoiiM:iy>1roai^  'm* 
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provident  grants  of  mfinmatian^  send  from 
the  goremment  being  so  ur^entiy  pressed 
ibr  tbe  production  iWr  p«pet«>  th«n  from 
any  otiier  cause..   'Hiis  he  Woidd  assert 
without  reference  to    any  0st  of  men: 
*  Nnllxtis  addictuB  jurare  m Verba  ma^istri.' 
He  was  old  encMigh  to  lemendiyer  the  Aine-> 
rican  war,  and  he  coidd  state  from  opipor- 
tanities  ivhtch  he  had  of  penonally  laiow- 
big  the  fact,  that  in  tconsequence  of  the 
prodttction  of  the  papers  relative  to  the 
sailing  of  the  Taulon  fleets  on  the  motion 
of  a  gentleman  of  very  fa^h  talents'^  now 
no  more,  (Mr.  Fox)  tl;^  I*&ndi  had  been 
enabled  to  cut  off  a  soarce  of  intelligence, 
which  ^is  country  had  possessed  'vn  HoU 
land  since  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.     Was 
there  not  enougn  on  the  faee  of  s»ch 
papers^  to  enable  the  enemy  to  trace  the 
flooice  whence  th^y  might  haine  been  re- 
ceived ?  He  would  gave  credit  to  gorem- 
ment  for  having  received  the  intelligence. 
On  that  fact  he  wcmld  t'est  his  foot^  and 
give  his  approbation  to  tlie  measure.    Ad- 
mitting^ then,  the  fact;  that  such  armnge- 
mento  were  formed  as  hid- been  staged,  the 
next  question  was,  whether 'WCiWerejostififa- 
ble  in  ibllemmig  them  up  with  an  attack  apen 
J>emBark  ;  and  this,  he  aiserled,  did  not  ad- 
mit of  doubt.  ^  He  ^lewdly  suspectedj  that 
there  had  been  a  gt^at  4eal  of  eoUusi<yti  fot 
a  considerable' time,  between  the  mitiltilens 
of  Denmai'k,  ibr  of  the  Crown  Pri)[ii?e  he 
wished  to  fspetHn  with  the  respect  due  to 
his  rank,  more  especially  as  ^he  wns  nearly 
allied  tooiirown  most  gracious  soveneign^ 
But  setting  this  presumption  altogether 
aside,  he  contended,  that  the  existence -of 
so  powerfiil  a  fleet  in  the  hands  <df  so 
weak  a  power  was  kself  a  sciffitiedt  jus- 
tification a^  the  measures  of  pt^ecaation 
which  had  been  adopted^     Deprecating 
the  nepeiation  of  sneh  diseuanens  as  they 
had  heard)  of  the  principles  of  abstract 
right,  more  worthy  of  schoolboys  than  of 
statesmen  and  legislators,  and  upon  which 
the  philosophers  of  the  continent  so  much 
insisted,  vdiiie  at  the  same  time  they  shew- 
ed diemselveft  so  insensible  to  the  principles 
of  wrong,  he  dec^sited  that,  as  an  impartial 
man,  sitting  upon  the  great  pfooesft  of  his 
coondry,  he  wouhi  bring  in  his  Verdit;t-^ 
not  gaiity.      The  cir<:\im8tanoe    of  the 
Dai^li  army  being  assembled  in  Hoistem 
at  the  time  the  attack  was  made  on  Zea« 
land,  he  ihought  might  have  beeft  cbtt" 
trit^ed  in  order  to  presSEvfe  appearanc^es, 
and  to  diBgniM  their  ^Mfe  HiteBtlOM>  «Hd 
he  «o«ld  very  well  acee^t  for  the  swrp^i«e 
of  thmv  ig6fmiaaemi  ek  atf^  the  v^nA  of 


EealaM  sarn»unded  ao  rapidly  and  miea:* 
expcctedly  vnlh  a  naval  and  military  ar« 
mament,  from  die  taidiness  vrhich  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  witness  in  our 
former  expeditions.-  At  any  rate,  theit 
avoweii  inability  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  power  of  Russia  some  year^ 
ago,  when  on  that  very  account  they  went 
to  war  with  this  c<mntry,  was  a  satisfec- 
tory  proof  that  they  could  not  do  it  now 
agsainsst  the  oombined  powers  of  Russia  and 
Franoe ;  and  it  would  hardly  be  maintained, 
that  we  ought  to  have  sat  quietly  still  and 
seen  them  marshalled  among  our  enemies* 
I^  was  not  to  be  forgotten  too^  that  a  ne- 
gociation  preceded'hostilities,  and  that  they 
had  the  optionof  delivering  up  their  fleet  in 
deposit,  or  of  going  to  war  with  thiscoun* 
try. '  'Phe  great  moral  maxim  of  **  Do  as 
you  would  be  done  by*'  vras  equally  ap- 
plicable to  nations  afid  to  individualsi  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that^  had 
he  been  a  Dane,  he  wouki  not  have  Mx 
his  honour  compromised  in  acceding  to  the 
ahernsfiive  offered  hy  the  British  go^em- 
mentk-^Upon  the  ^hcr  prominent  t«pic 
in  the  ii^ech,<he  declared  it  as  his  firm 
opinion,  that  them  was  no  probability  of 
obtaining  from  the  present  government  of 
France,  any  terms  of  peace  compatible 
with  the  hbiiour  and  security  of  this  coun- 
try  ;  of  this  he  had  been  convmced  erer 
since  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which  he  had 
supported  merely  ^>y  way  of  experiment. 
ikit  after  l*e  experience  we  had  of  the  dis- 
positions of  the  enemy,  in  the  short  inter- 
val of  hewilities,  he  was  persuaded,  that  oh 
the  day  on  which  peace  should  be  signed, 
ouf  rear  dangers  would  Commence.  At 
the  sftane  time,  he  thought,  that  no  oppor- 
tunity ought  to  be  Omitted  of  hegoctation, 
were  it^nerely  for  the  purpose  of  infortn* 
insr  the  people,  who  knew  but  little  of  the 
politKal  interests  of  the  country,  of  what 
we  were  fighting  for.  He  advised  minis- 
ters, however,  in  any  negociation,  to  take 
a  high  ground,  and  that  of  the  most  perfect 
equality.  At  present,  he  sincerely  depic- 
cated  all  petitioning  oij  the  part  of  thepeo- 
pie,  because  it  co^d  do  no  good,  and  would 
only  tend  to  embarrass  government  and 
embolden  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Windham  expk^kstd  a  wish,  that  he 
c^feuW  agree  with  the  rfght  hon.  gent,  on 
all  the  topics  of  his  speech,  as  much  as  he 
did  (m  that  vrith  whkh  he  conchided.  He 
deprecated  as  much  as  the  tight  hon.  gent. 
^\  peftlti^ns  fer  ^ace,  and  fot  the  same 
teAson,  beesude  th^  eouW  do  no  good, 
and  mighthe  JJfddnetJve  of  mudi  nnschief. 
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Pfeace  no  doubt  was  in  itself  desirable,  and 
it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  govern- 
fneht  could  be  insensible  to  the  motives  of 
those  who  were  most  desirous  of  it,  even 
though  they  were  expressed  much  less 
strongly  than'iii  the  petitions  that  might 
come  before  the  house.  He  was  prepared, 
*  however,  even  to  go  farther  than  the  rieht 
hon.  gent,  and  to  declare  his  opinion,  that 
boiiour  in  an^  peace  which  should  now  be 
concluded,  might  be  considered  as  totally 
put  6f  the  question.  Safety  now  was  all 
that  we  need  look  for,  and  this  was  all  that 
%e  would  ask  :  i 

**  Now  give  kind  dullness,  memory  and  rkjrme, 
We'U  put  off  geaius  till  another  time." 

Could  peace  be  made  on  terms  that  would 
put  the  countnr  into  any  reasonable  state 
of  safety,  he  for  one  was  willing  ''  to  put 
off  honour  till  another  Ume.^'  He  was 
sorry  that  on  the  other  topics  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  introduced  into  his 
speech,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
widely  diijfering  with  him.  Ije  had  laid 
down  certain  -doctrines  of  generality 
which  he  was  persuaded  were  very  difierent 
indeed  from  the  practice  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  and  which,  from  the  industry 
and. eagerness  with  which  they  were  dif- 
fused, tbrmed,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the 
most  alarming  features  of  the  present 
times.  It  really  seemed  as  if  we  had  ar* 
rived  at  a  new  epoch  of  the  world,  and  as 
if  we  were  about  to  adopt  a  system  di- 
,  rectly  the  reverse  of  that  which  had  been 
hitherto  acted  upon.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
M>peared  to  treat  anciently  received  prin- 
ciples with  as  little  ceremony  as  any  revo- 
lutionary French  Conmiittee  had  ever 
done,  and  to  take  leave  of  them  with  tell- 
ing us,  that  all  these  old-fashioned  doctrines 
are  changed  and  exploded.  He  would 
still,  however,  venture  to  profess  an  attach- 
ment to  the  old  maxim,  of  honesty  bein§^ 
the  best  policy ;  a  maxim  which  was  just 
as  true  when  applied  to  the  conduct  of 
nations  as  of  individuals.  Nor  did  he  think 
it  sufficient  merely  to  profess  it ; .  it  was 
equally  essential  to  act  .upon  it.  But  an 
open  and  public  renunciation  of  this  prin- 
ci}>le  was  an  alarming  symptom  indeed, 
and  infinitely  more  fatal  to  the  cause  of 
public  morals  than  many  practical  devia- 
,tions  from  it.  It  was  a  state  of  most  hope- 
less depravity,  when  people  began  to  adapt 
their  theory  to  their  practice.  He  advised 
ministers  to  stop  short  in  this  new  career ; 
for  he  assured  them,  that  they  could  cut 
but  a  poor  figure  when  compared  with  the 
enemy>  who>  from  Jong  picactice^  had  ac- 


(juired  such  a  proficiency  as  to  .make  it 
in  vain  for  us  to  attempt  now  to  contend 
with  him.  Whatever  hopes  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen might  entertain  of  themselves  in 
that  respect,  he  was  afraid  they  would 
find  the  country  very  unhandy  and  indo- 
cile, and  too  stiff  in  its  old  habits  of  ho- 
nesty and  fair  dealing  to  follow  them  with 
any  advantage.  We  were  past  the  age  of 
learning.  It  was  much  better  for  us  to 
stick  to  our  old  principles,  and  to  resolve 
that  if  it  was  our  fate  to  die,  we  should  at 
least  die  with  honQUr.  With  respect  to 
'the  refusal  on  the  part  of  ministers  of  de- 
claring the  grounds  on  which  they  formed 
their  opinion,  it  had  never  been  disputed 
that  government  might  receive  informa- 
tion, which  it  would  be  in  the  highest  de- 
gree improper  for  them  to  publish.  But 
then  a  question  arose,  whether  in  such 
cases  they  ought  or  ought  not  to  act  upon 
their  information?  This  in  some  cases 
might  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and 
in  othe»  not  He  suspected,  however, 
that  in  the  case  in  question,  instead  of 
preparing  troops  for  ah  expedition,  they 
had  prepared  the  expedition  for  the  troops. 
Finding  that  they  had  got  money  in  their 
pockets,  they  resolved  on  spending  it. 
They  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  the 
army  which  they  had  collected,  and  after 
some  reflection,  they  said,  ''  God  bless  us, 
let  us  go  and  attack  the  Danish  ileet.^'  He 
did  not,  however,  mean  now  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question, 
and  his  only  object  ia  rising  was  to  repro- 
bate the  new;  system  of  morality  which 
was  so  assiduously  propagated,  and  which, 
if  propagated  with  success,  would  prove  a 
lasting  injury  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Mstthew  Montague  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  Ministers  in  withholding  the 
information  of  which  they  profossed  to  be 
in  possession,  upon  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision, which,  by  granting  to  the  king  the 
prerogative'  of  declaring  war,  necessarily 
/declared  him  the  sole  judge  of  the  grounds 
on  which  he  ought  to  go  to  war. 

Mr.  H^nt.  Smitht  after  touching!  lightly 
on  the  Copenhagen  business,  commended 
the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  who  was 
member  for  Yorkshire,  in  discountenancing 
petitions  for  peace.  He  would  have  acted 
in  the  same  manner  if  a  petition  had  been 
proposed  in  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to 
represent,  though  the  interests  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  city  suffer^  as  tnuch  as 
the  interests  of  any  other  part  of  the  com*, 
munity,  by  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
This  he  would  do^  m  the  confidence  that 
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his  majesty's  ministers  would  omit  no  op<^ 
portuuity  of  restoring  peace.  If  he  should 
find  that  any  fair  opportunity  was  neg- 
lected, then  he  would  encourage  the  peti- 
tions,  with  a  view  to  compel  ministers  to 
negociate. 

JVIr.  Secretary  Canning,  in  answer  to  a 
qaeslion  put  by  an  hon.  gent,  over  the 
way  (Mr.  Eden)  admitted,  that  though 
Kird  Gambier  had  sailed  from  the  Downs 
on  the  26th  of  July,  ministers  had  not  re- 
ceived the  intelligenc^e  of  the  signing  of 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  before  the  8th  of  Aug. 
following.  Ministers  had  not  said  that 
they  had  in  their  possession  any  one  se- 
cret article  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  but  that 
the  substance  of  such  secret  articles  had 
been  confidentially  communicated  to  his 
majesty's  government,  and  that  such  com- 
munication had  been  made  a  long  time 
grevious  to  the  date  alluded  to  by  the 
on.  gent. :  as  to  the  inference  attempted 
to  be  diawn  from  the  advanced  state  of 
preparation  in  which  the  armament  was 
placed  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  it  was 
notorious,  that  that  armament  was  then 
equipping  for  an  entirely  distinct  object, 
till  the  secret  intelligence  had  been  re- 
ceived, which  made  it  the  duty  of  minis- 
ters to  employ  that  armament  in  the  ser- 
vice in  which  it  had  been  so  successfully 


Ir.  WhiUhrtad  was  sure  that  the  words 
of  the  Declaration  against  Russia  went  to 
rest  the  justification  of  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  on  the  secret  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Tilsit,  though  his  hon.  friend 
had  clearly  made  out  a  ^ross  anachronism 
in  attributing  the  expedition,  that  set  out 
on  the  26th  of  July,  to  the  eflbct  of  a  treaty 
that  was  not  known  in  this  country  till 
the  8th  day  of  the  subsequent  month.  But 
the  right  hon.  secretary  had  now  confessed' 
that  ministers  had  not  in  their  possession 
the  secret  articles,  but  that  they  had  the 
substance  of  those  articles.  Here  he  would 
ask  one  question,  why  not  state  that  sub- 
stance to  the  house  and  to  the  country  ? 
for  the  argument  under  which  ministers 
tried  last  night  to  entrench  themselves, 
namely,  that  the  very  feiet  of  communica- 
tion would  disclose  the  source  of  it,  could 
not  at  all  apply  now ;  for  there  was  no 
necessity  to  give  this  substance  to  the 
house  with  any  reference  whatever  to  the 
source  from  wnence  they  had  derived  it ; 
thqr  could  easily  state  that  substance  ge- 
nerally, without  any  mark  of  designation. 
Aright  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke),  had  thrown 
•at  a  doctrine  on  the  topic  of  public  and 


national  miorality,  from  which  he  entirely 
dissented,  and  he  was  sure,  that  had  that 
right  hon.  ^nt.  been  a  Dane,  he  would 
have  shed  tne  last  drop  of  his  blood  sooner 
than  have  surrendered  the  fa^  end  of  a 
cotton  rope  to  England,  required  in  the 
manner  m  which  the  late  demand  had 
been  made  to  Denmark.  As  to  peace,  he 
wished  that  petitions  would  crowd  from 
all  parts  of  the  empire,  and  multiply  upon 
the  table,  unless  ministers  would  satisfy 
the  country  of  their  willingness  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  on  secure  and  honour-^ 
able  terms ;  which  he  believed  were  to  be 
had  now  as  readily  as  at  any  other  period 
of  the  war.  But  there  was  one  thing  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  which 
he  must  advert ;  with  regard  to  the  tender, 
the  option,  as  it  was  called,  that  was  made 
to  the  Da^es — ^that  if  they  gave  us  their 
fleet,  we  would  defend  them .  from  the 
French  ;  how  1  we  defend  them  ;  who 
were  not  able,  after  seizing  their  fleet,  to 
keep  possession  of  Zealand  for  one  winter ! 
The  Danes  must  now  see,  that  had  they 
been  mean  enough  to  have  acceded  to  our 
proposals,  we  could  not  have  fulfilled  our 
stipulations,  and  that,  therefore,  we  were 
determined  either  to  rob  or.  to  defraud 
them.  He  did  think  that  ministers  were 
boimd,  as  they  regarded  their  own  ho- 
nour, but  much  more  as  they  regarded 
the  honour  of  the  country, .  till  their  time 
unstained,  to  give  to  parliament  and  to  the 
world,  the  fullest  and  the  most  complete 
information  as  to  the  pretended  mystery 
that  led  to  an  attack  on  a  neutral  and  in» 
dependent  people,  unprovoked  (apparently 
at  least),  and  certainly  unprecedented  in 
the  anna^  of  this  country.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  deprecated  this  call  for  papers  and 
information,  and  thought  it  injurious  to  the 
public  service.  He  could  only  say,  that 
he  believed  the  great  cause  of  many  of 
the  evils  with  which  this  country  had  been 
afflicted,  was  owing  to  the  system  that 
had  prevailed  too  generally  for  the  last  15 
years,  of  holding  back  from  the  public  the 
papers  and  documents  which  had  been, 
upon  almost  every  important  occasion, 
vainly  moved  for  in  that  house.  He  should 
conclude  with  repeating  his  conviction, 
that  ministers  had  never  received,  either  in 
substance  or  in  form,  the  secret  informa* 
tion  which  they  alleged  they  had  received, 
and  to  which  they  had  attributed  that  fatal 
and  disgraceful  expedition.-^-iThe  Address 
was  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  presented  to  his  majesty  by  such 
members  as  are  of  the  privy  counciL 
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[MiNVTBft.}  Lord  Sliopferd  reported  to 
the  house^  that  his  majesty,  having  been 
attended  with  their  Address  of  Friday  bst, 
was  pkased  to  receive  the  same  very 
graciossly,  and  to  give  the '  following 
Ai»wer  :  *'  Gentlemen ;  I  return  yon  my 
most  cordial  thanks  for  this  dutiful  Ad* 
4vess.  The  just  sense  you  entertain  of  the 
measures  which  the  extraordinary  and  cri- 
tical state  of  atilurs  compelled  me  to  adopt 
for  averting  from  my  kingdom  the  great 
and  additional  dangers  with  which  it  was 
^reatened^  gives  me  great  satisfaction^  and 
is  a  fresh  proof  of  your  loyal  detenni- 
BAtionto  supp4ort  the  honour  of  my  crown> 
and  the  rights  and  essential  interests  of  my 
people/' — ^The  following  Election  Petitions 
were  presented^  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  the  days  respectively 
annexed  :  Great  Grimsby,  Thursday, 
Peb.  23 ;  Downpatrick,  Feb.  25  ;  New- 
castle under  line,  March  1 ;  Great  Yar- 
mouth; March  I  ;  Gramponnd,  March  9  ; 
Stirling,  March  24*;  Wexf^d,  two  peti- 
tions, March  g ;  New  Malton,  March  8  ; 
Malmsbury,  March  10. — ^Mr.  Sheridan 
gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  Monday 
se'nnight  move  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  State  of  irelanjd.  He  said,  he  did 
not  bring  on  this  measure  with  any  party 
views  w  party  feeltnigs,  nw  with  any  in- 
tention whatever  to  embarrass  his  majesty's 
ministers  :  neither  was  it  his  object,  that 
^e  eommittee  should  take  into  their  con- 
sideration any  thing  respecting  'the  griev- 
ances suffered  by  the  people  of  Ireland  on 
account  of  religious  distinctions,  or,  in 
other  wotxls,  the  Catholic  Claims,  as  he 
understood  that  question  w-as  in  other 
hands.  The  prepositions  he  had  to  luring 
forward  he,  therefore,  hoped  would  meet 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  that  house. 
If  however,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  several  members  belonging  to  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  who  might  wish  to 
declare  their  sentiments  upon  the  subject, 
it  might  bethought  adviseable  to  postpone 
his  notice,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
do  so.— *Mr.  Homer  rose  to  postpone  his 
motion  respecting  the  granting  of  Licences 
to  person  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  until 
Thursday.  Mr.  Rose  begged  to  ask  the 
oife^t  of  the  hon.  gent's  motion.  Mr. 
Horner  replied,  that  his  object  was  to  as- 
certain to  what  extent  the  practice  of 
granting  Licences  by  the  privy  council  to 
persons  engaged  in   foreign  trade  had 


been  carried.  He  understood,  that  in 
granting  such  licences  to  some  particular 
individuals,  and  refusing  them  to  others, 
much  abuse  had  arisen,  contrary  to  the 
true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  legislature  ; 
he  thought,  therefore,  that  inlormation 
upon  this  subject  would  be  necessary  and 
proper  at  any  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
house,  but  more  particularly  at  a  period 
when  such  an  extensive  system  of  blockade 
had  been  adopted,  and  so  many  Orders  of 
Council  issued  upon  this  subject. 

[Oppices'  Kf  Revebsign  Bill.}  Mf. 
Batdua  having  previously  moved>  ''  That 
the  entry  in  ^  Journal  of  the  house  of 
the  10th  of  August,  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  of  the  Address  agreed  to  by 
this  house  to  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
requesting  thatrhis  majesty  Would  be  gra«> 
ciously  pleased  not  to  grant  any  Office,. 
Place,  !&nployment,  or  Sakiy ,  in  any  part 
of  his  majesty's  dominions,  in  reversi<»i, 
or  for  joint  lives,  with  benefit  of  survivor* 
ship,  until  six  weeks  after  the  commencei- 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  parliament,'^ 
might  be  read,  proceeded  to  mofve  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Boll,  to  prevent  the 
granting  of  Offices  m  Reinersion.  He  said, 
that  towards  the  dose  of  the  last  session, 
he  had  had  the  honour  of  proposing  to  the 
house  a  measure  of  this  nature,  which 
then  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of 
the  whole  house ;  and  it  wae  therefore  un- 
necessary for  him  to  take  up  .their  time  in 
making  observations  upon  the  neqesaty  of 
such  a  measure,  as  he  was  confident  th^ 
house  had  no  reason  to  depart  firom  that 
resolution  ;  and  he  trusted,  that  no  obsta*^ 
cles  would  be  tlirown  in  the  way  of  that 
which,  in  the  strictest  sense,  was  tiie  bill 
of  that  house.  Unless  some  unanswerable- 
reasons  could*  be  brought  forward,  he  ' 
hoped  the  house  would  maintain  the  work 
of  their  ovm  hands.  It  might  have  been 
sufficient  for  him  to  put  the  house  in  pos* 
session  of  the  subject,  merely  recom- 
mending it  to  them  to  parBevere  in  what 
they  had  already  consid^ed  a  usefol  mea- 
sure ;  but  lest  there  should  be  any  suspi- 
cion that  it  was  intended  by  this  measure 
to  encroach  upon  the  prerogative  of  the 
crovim,  he  wished  to  show  that  it  did  not 
in  any  manner  trench  upon  that  preroga*. 
tive.  What  was  sought,  was  not  to  restrain 
the  power  of  l^e  crown  in.  the  appoint* 
ment  of  peraons  to  lucrative  offices^  but 
m^ely  to  susp^d  such  appointment  ti)l  t 
vacancy  should  ooc«r,  in  order  that  9n  op*  , 
portunity  might  be  given  of  appointing 
Uie  fittest  person^  as  it  was  a  weU  known 
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fact,  that  by  granting  offices  in  reversion, 
persons  had  been  appointed  wholly  unfit 
tor  such  situations.  On  these  grounds,  he 
thought  this  a  fit  bill  to  pass  at  any  time, 
but  more  particularly  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country.  It  was  well 
known  that  a  committee  of  enquiry  into 
certain  measures  of  economy  had  been 
going  on  during  the  two  last  sessions  of 
parliament,  and  was  still  continuing,  by 
whom  many  offices  of  emolument,  but 
with  no  duty  to  perform,  might  be  entirely 
suppressed  ;  but  the  existence  of  offices 
in  reversion  would,  in  some  cases,  have  the 
efifect  of  putting  off,  to  a  great  length  of 
time,  the  e^tecution  of  any  recommen- 
dation proceeding  from  that  committee. 
This,  which  had  formerly ,  been  urged  as 
an  objection  against  the  present  measure, 
was,  with  them,  a  ground  on  which  he 
might  chiefly  rely  in  urging  its  expe- 
diency. He  did  not  conceive,  however, 
that  there  could  be  any  occasion  to  trouble 
the  house  further  upon  a  motion  which 
formerly  passed  with  its  unanimous  con- 
currence. He  should  only  express  his 
hope  for  the  same  degree  of  unanimity  in 
regard  to  the  bill  he  should  now  propose, 
and  would  conclude  with  moving,  *'  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  granting  of  Offices  in  Reversion, 
or  for  joint  lives,  with  benefit  of  survi- 
Torship.^^ 

Mr.  W,  Dundas  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  state  his  distinct  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure proposed.  It  was  not  the  custom  of 
parliament  to  pass  in  a  subsequent  session 
what  it  had  agreed  to  as  a  matter  of  course 
in  a  preceding  session.  The  discretion  of 
every  member  remained  open  to  correct 
itself  on  reflection.  Much  less  was  it  t;o 
be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the 
house  was  bound  to  agree  in  every  res- 
pect, and  to  coincide  in  every  recommen- 
dation of  the  committees  it  appointed. 
Every  thing  was  to  be  considered  and  re- 
considered as  often  as  it  came  before  the 
house,  upon  the  fair  view  of  the  arguments 
that  should  appear  for  and  against  it.  He 
opposed  the  present  measure  on  the  broad 
ground  of  its  invading  the  inherent  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  not  merely  by  sus- 
pending, but  by  taking  away  and  destroys 
mg  its  right  of  granting  certain  offices 
according  to  established  usage.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  much  solidity  in  the  argu- 
ment, that  grants  in  reversion  were  liable 
to  be  exercised  in  favour  of  improper  per- 
sons. The  advisers  of  the  crown  were  al- 
ww  rwponsibU  for  any  impropriety  of 


this  kind,  whether  the  grant  was  direct  or 
reversionary.  The  line  he  took  on  this  oc- 
casion might  not  be  popular,  but  he  would 
do  his  duty.  When  the  abolition  and  re- 
formation of  offices,  and  the  limitation  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  with  respect 
to  them,  were  talked  of,  he  could  not  help 
recollecting  the  instance  of  a  distinguished 
character  in  that  house,  he  meant  the  late 
Mr.  Burke,  who  had  been  most  active  in 
the  early  part  of  his  political  career  in  re- 
forming and  abolishing  offices,  and  in 
limiting  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
who  lived  to  lament  and  condemn  all  those 
reforms,  abolitions,  and  limitations.  He 
again  insisted  on  the  power  of  the  house 
over  the  acts  of  its  committees,  and  recom- 
mended the  preservation  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown,  which  was  the  founda-' 
tion  of  the  privileges  of  the  house  itself. 

Mr.  Whithread  could  not  sufifer  the  ob- 
servations of  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
just  spoken,  to  pass  without  animadverting 
upon  them.  The  single  reason  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  advanced  for  his  op- 
position to  this  measure  was,  that  it  en- 
croached upon  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown;  but  he  considered  it  one  of  the* 
peculiar  privileges  of  that  house  to  watch 
over  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
to  curb  and  moderate  it,  where  it  ap- 
peared to  overreach  that  power  which 
was  vested  in  it ;  but  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  certainly  right  in  voting  against  this 
bill,  for  if  he  was  not  very  much  mistaken, 
that  right  hon.  gent,  was  himself  in  pos- 
session of  an  office  granted  to  him  in  re- 
version. It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  that 
house,  by  the  address  which  was  voted  in 
the  last  session  of  parlianlent,  to  take  this 
measure  into  their  mo^t  serious  consider- 
ation. The  proposed'  measure  did  not  go 
to  take  away  from  the  crown  the  power  of 
appointing  persons  to  offices  of  emolument, 
but  merely  to  suspend  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  places  which  had  been  im- 
properly exercised*.  In  many  instances, 
appointments  were  granted  to  persons 
while  they  were  mere  infants,  and  wholly 
incapable  of  executing  the  functions  of 
them.  This,  then,  was  certainly  an  im* 
proper  use  of  the  prerogative.  He  ber 
lieved  the  right  hon.  chancellor  of  tlie 
exchequer  himself  was  an  instance  of  this, 
having  been  appointed  to  a  lucrative  office 
while  a  minor;  nay,  even  while  he  was  an 
infant.  The  same  place  was  now  held  in 
reversion  by  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  brother, 
a  member  of  the  upper  house  (lord  Arden) ; 
and  that  grant  was  certainly  made  when 
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it  could  not  have  vbeeti  foreseen  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  turn  out  to  be  a 
person  of  such  transcendent  talents  and 
abilities,  capable  of  holding  the  high  and 
important  situation  which  he  now  filled. 
The  office  he  alluded  to,  however,  did  not 
certainly  require  such  transcendent  talents 
and  abilities  as'  the  right  bon.  gent,  pos- 
sessed ;  for  he  believed  it  required  little 
more  abilities  than  were  sufficient  for  count- 
ing the  money  arising  from  its  emoluments 
into  his  own  pocket,  Ffe  confessed  he 
thought  any  opposition  to  this  bill  was  de- 
rogatory to  the  principles  and  opinions  en- 
tertained by  that  house  upon  the  subject ; 
and  he  trusted  the  house  would  uphold  its 
*own  houour  and  character;  by  again  send* 
ing  the  bill  up  to  the  house  oi  lords. 

Sir  Jvhn  Newport  thought  it  his  duty  to 
state  SI  particular  instance  in  which  the  re- 
form of  an  office  recommended  by  the 
conunittee  of  inquiry,  in  Ireland,  could  not 
be  carried  into  effect,  in  consequence  of  its 
being  granted  in  reversion.  The  office  he 
alluded  to  was  that  of  chstomer  of  the  port 
of  Dublin.  It  had  been  granted  in  rever- 
sion three  deep.  Two  of  the  three  had 
died  while  the  reform  was  in  agitation ;  but 
the  right  of  the  third  barred  the  reform. 

Mr.  Homer  rose  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pelling the  aspersions  which  had  been  thrown 
upon  the  memory  of  one  of  the  proudest 
ornaments  of  this  or  any  other  country,  by 
the  incon»derate  ol>servations  of  the  rigiit 
hon.  gent.  The  hon.  gent,  denied  that  the 
latter  part  df  Mr.  Barke's  life  went  in  any 
way  to  invalidate  or  contradict  the  sincerity 
of  his  earlier  efibrts.  Those  wfao  were 
honoured  with  that  great  man's  (riendship, 
or.  those  who  were  acquainted  with  hn  very 
l&st  work,  knew  that  he  took  honour  and 
credit  to  himself  for  having  pursued  such 
measures  as  tended  to  every  species  of 
economical  reform;  they  kdew  that,  to  the 
latest  hour  of  his  splendid  career,  he  was 
as  zealous  and  as  sincere  an  enemy  to  ra- 
pine and  public  malversation  as  he  was  in 
the  mosf  vigorous  period  of  his  memorable 
life.— He  thought  this  measure  the  more  va- 
luable, not  because  it  bore  upon  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  but  because  it  was  a 
« measure  of  reform ;  and  that  perhaps,  was 
the  very  reason  of  the  right  hon.  gents 
opposition  to  it. — ^The  bill  was  to  be  re- 
spected, because  it  came  from  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  house  to  consider  the 
means  of  reducing  the  public  expenditure, 
and  because  it  was  the  first  step  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  for  the  attain* 


Papers  relating  to  the  [  lOO 

meht  of  that  object ;  and,  whether  it  should 
be  deemed  expedient  as  an  ulterior  mea- 
sure to  purchase  tlte  interests  of  the  present 
reversioners,  or  to  await  the  expiration  of 
their  terms,  it  was  equally  unfit  that  further 
grants  in  reversion  should  be  made. — ^The 
question  being  put,  leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  the  bill,  with  the  single  dissenthig  voice 
of  Mr.  W.  Dundas.  Mr.  Bankes  after- 
wards brought  in  the  bill,  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  January  26. 
.  [Minutes.]  Petitions,  complaining  of 
undue  returns,  were  presented  from  the  fol- 
lowing places,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
juto  consideration  on  the  days  annexed : 
Poole,  Feb.  2;  Maldon,  March  15;  Bever- 
ley, March  15. 

[Papers  relating  to  the  Nego- 
tiation WITH  Austria  and  Russia.] 
Mr,  Secretary  Canning  presented  to  the 
house,  by  his  majesty's  command,  the  Pa- 
pers relative  to  the  Negotiation  with  Aus- 
tria and  Russia,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies : 

PAPERS 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  NEGOTIATION 
WITH  AUSTRIA  AND  RUSSIA ; 
PRESENTED,  BY  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
COMMAND,  TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OF 
PARUAMENT,  JAN.  26,  1808. 

PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  AUSTRIA. 

No  I. — Note  from  the  Count  de  Star- 
hemberg  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cannings 
dated  London,  April  18,  1807* 

His  majesty  the  emperor  pf  Austria, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  having  re-^ 
solved  upon  offering  to  the  principal  powers 
interested  in  the  present  war,  his  amicable 
mediation,  in  order  by  his  intervention  to 
bring  on  a  negotiation  for  peace,  the  count 
de  Starhemberg,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary,  has  received  orders 
to  transmit  to  the  ministry  of.  his  Britan- 
nick  majesty,  the  accompanying  Note,  con- 
taining the  offer  of  mediation  which  his 
imperial  and  royal  majesty  has  caused  to 
be  presented  in  the  same  manner,  and  at 
the  same  time,  \(i  the  cabinets  of  Peters- 
burgh  and  of  the  Thuilleries,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  Berlin.  In  acquitting  himself  of 
this  commission,  the  undersigned  requests 
his  excellency  Mr.  Canning  will  have  ^  the 
goodness  to  lay  this  offer  of  mediation  of  his 
imperial  mi^esty  before  the  king  of  Eng- 
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land,  aud  he  ventures  to  hope  that  bis  ex- 
cellency will  not  refuse  to  inform  him  as 
soon  as  possdble  of  the  resolutions  takeli  by 
his  Britannic  majesty  on  this  subject.— The 
count  de  Starhemberg  embraces  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  to  his  excell/ncy  the  assur- 
ance of  his  high  consideration. 

(Note  referred  to  in  Number  1 .) 
The  emperor  Francis  11.  could  not  he- 
boid, without  the  deepest  concern,  tlie 
rupture  which  took  place  last  autumn, 
between  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  king  of  Italy,  and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Prussia;  and  he  was  shortly  after- 
wards still  more  painfully  aftected,  by  the 
extension  of  hostilities  over  a  considerable 
part  of  Europe.  If  by  observing  a  strict  and 
scrupulous  impartiality  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  war,his  imperial  and  royal 
apostolic  majesty  has  had  the  satisfaction 
to  maintain  bb  system  of  neutrality  in  cir- 
.  cumstances  so  critical,  and  to  preserve  his 
pe<^le  from  the  ravages  of  war,  he  did  not 
enter  the  less  fully  into  the  miseries  which 
were  nmltiplied  around  his  states ;  and  in 
his  just  solicitude  for  the  tranquillity  and 
the  security  of  his  ihonarchy,  he  could  not 
but  be  sensible  to  the  continually  renewed 
alarms  upon  his  frontiers,  or  to  the  fatal 
effects  which  they  inevitably  produced  in 
various  branches  of  his  interior  administra- 
tion. .  The  emperor,  uniformly  animated 
with  the  same  dispositions,  has  had  no  other 
view  from  the  commencement,  and  during 
the  course  of  hostilities,  than  to  endeavour 
to  bring  about  a  reconcilfeition,  and  to  avail 
himself  of  every  proper  opportunity  to  put 
an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war.  He  judged 
he  could  not  better  effect  this  desirable  re- 
sult than  by  constantly  impressing  the  belli- 
gerent powers  with  his  sentiments  of  mo- 
deration i^nd  of  conciliation,  and  in  giving 
his  whole  attention  towards  producing  in 
them  a  similar  disposition.  The  reception 
which  his  first  overtures  to  this  effect  have 
obtaued,  appears  to  announce  that  the  mo- 
ment of  so  desirable  a  reconciliation  is  not 
iar^distant.  In  the  coniidence  inspired  by 
so  consolatory  a  prospect,  the  general  wel- 
fare and  the  interest  of  his  own  dominions 
call  upon  his  imperial  majesty  to  offer  to 
the  belligerent  powers  his  friendly  interven- 
tion ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  he  does 
not  hesitate  to  make  to  his  Britannick  ma- 
jesty, the  offer  of  his  mediation,  and  of  his 
good  offices. — ^But,  in  considering  how  very 
comi^icated  and  extensive  the  present  war 
is  beomne,  the  emperor  would  think  that 
he  bad  b^t  imperfectly  expresaed  his  fer- 


vent desire  for  peace^  and  the  hope  of  its 
compleat  and  speedy  re-establlsbmeut,  if 
he  did  not  at  the  same  time  state  the  entire 
conviction  he  feels,  that  it  is  only  by  the 
united  endeavours  of  the  powers  principally 
concerned  in  the  war,  and  by  a  negotiation 
m  common,  which  should  embrace  the 
whole  of  their  reciprocal  interests,  that  per- 
manent tranquillity  and  a  secure  and  solid 
peace  can  be  attained,  a  peace  which  shonld 
secure  the  future  political  relations  of  Eu- 
rope—His imperial  majesty,  frofu  that  firm 
persuasion  (which  the  frankness  of  his  sen- 
timents will  not  permit  him  to  dissemble) 
conceives  that  this  pacific  overture  should 
be  made  by  him  in  common  to  those  cabi- 
nets which  are,  iu  the  first  instance,  to  take 
a  part  in  the  conferences;  and  it  is  therefore 
with  earnestness  that  he  equally  invites  the 
cabinets  of  Petersburgb,  of  Berlin,  and  of  the 
Thuilleries,  to  adopt  the  same  conciliatory 
views,  and  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  a 
peace,  in  which  the  essential  relations  of  all 
the  parties  interested  should,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  be  combined. — The  emperor 
has  thus  generally  testified  his  wish  for  peace. 
He  will  not  take  upon  himself  to  suggest 
the  particular,  mode  of  negotiation,  and 
still  less  to  anticipate,  the  intentions  of 
other  powers,  or  to  decide  upon  those 
measures  which  it  may  be  thought  necessary 
previously  to  settle,  m  order  to  determiue 
the  principles  of  the  preliminary  overtures 
between  the  belligerent  powers. — Never- 
theless, in  the  hope  that  this  friendly  ofier 
of  his  interposition  will  be  appreciated  in 
such  a  manner  as  the  rectitude  of  his  inten-, 
tions  authorises  him  to  expect,  bis  imperial 
majesty  is  eager  to  propose  (in  order  that 
the  opening  of  negotiations  may  be  facili- 
tated by  his  good  offices)  any  place  in  nis 
dommions,  the  situation  and  locality  of 
which  might  be  reciprocally  convenient,  and 
which,  from  this  consideration,  ought  not 
to  be  too  near  the  theatre  of  war ;  and,  in 
this  respect,  as  in  every  other  point,  the  em- 
peror will  feel  pleasure  in  contributing  to 
accelerate  the  period  of  so  desiral^le  a 
meeting. 

Louis  Count  de  STARUEMnBRQ. 

No.  II.— Note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning to  the  count  .de  Starhemberg; 
dated  April  25,  1807. 

The  undersigned,  his  ms^Jesty's  principal 
secreUry  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has 
laid  before  the  king  his  master,  the  note 
delivered  to  him  by  the  count  de  Starhem- 
berg, envoy  extraordinary,  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  uuperial  majesty  the 
H  2 
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emperor  jof  Auslria,  king  of  Huugary  and 
Bohemia^  in  which  his  imperial  majesty 
-offers  himself  as  the  mediator  of  a  general 
peace,— The  uudersigped  has  received  the 
orders  of  the  king,  to  transmit  to  the  count 
de  Starbembergy  the  inclosed  official  an- 
swer to  the  note  of  his  imperial  msyesty^ 
Rendering  the  fullest  justice  to  the  motives 
which  have  actuated  his  imperial  majesty,  in 
the  proposal  of  such  a  mode  of  negotiation, 
as  can  alone,  by  embracing  the  interests  of 
all  parties,  conduce  to  the  establishment  of 
a  solid  peace,  and  to  the  permanent  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  the  king  accepts,  so  far 
as  his  majesty  is  concerned,  the  offer  of  his 
imperial  majesty's  mediation,  subject  only 
to  the  condition  of  a  like  acceptance  of  it  on 
the  part  of  all  the  other  powers  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  present  war. — In '  executing 
this  duty,  the  undersigned  is  happy  to  seize 
the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  the  count  de 
Starhemberg'the  assurance  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. GfioBGE  Canning. 
(Official  Note,  referred  to  in  No.  2.) 
His  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  has  re- 
ceived, with  a  just  sense  of  the  consideration 
which  is  due  to  every  communication  from 
his  imperial  majesty  the  emperOr  of  Austria, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  of  the 
motives  by  which,  on  this  occasion,  hb  im- 
perial majesty  has  been  actuated,  the  offer 
of  his  imperial  majesty  to  become  the  me- 
diator of  a  general  peace. — ^The  king,  who 
has  never  ceased  to  consider  a  secure  and 
durable  peace,  as  the  only  object  of  the 
War,  in  which  his  majesty  is  engaged,  and 
who  has  never  refused  to  listen  to  any  sug- 
gestions which  appeared  likely  to  conduce 
to  the  attainment  of  that  object,  cannot 
hesitate  to  declare  his -entire  concurrence 
in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  emperor 
and  king,  that  a  peace  of  such  a  description 
is  only  to  be  attained  through  negotiations 
which  shall  be  common  to  all  the  powers 
principally  engaged  in  the  war. — ^To  such 
negotiationSy  whenever  the  consent  of 
the  other  powers  interested  in  them  shall 
be  obtained,  the  king  will  willingly  accede; 
and  his  majesty  will  lose  no  time  in  com- 
municating with  such  of  those  powers  as 
are  connected  with  him  by  the  bonds  of 
amity  and  confidential  intercourse,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  views ;  and  if 
those  views  shall  be  favourable  to  his  im- 
perial majesty's  proposal,  of  concerting  with 
tiiem  the  mode  in  which  such  negotiations 
should  be  opened,  and  of  agreeing  upon  the 
principles  which  (according  to  the  suggestion 


of  his  imperial  majesty)  it  might  be  expe^ 
dient  previously  to  establish  as  the  basis  and 
foundation  of  a  general  discussion  and  ar- 
rangement.—With  respect  to  the  place 
which  should  be  selected  as  the  seat  of  the 
negotiations ;  his  majesty  would  not  object 
to  any  place  which,  in  addition  to  the  indis- 
pensable qualification,  proposed  in  the  note 
of  his  imperial  majesty,  of  being  sufficiently 
remote  from  the  immediate  influence  of  the 
events  of  the  war,  should  have  that  ^f  afford- 
ing to  his  majesty,  in  an  equal  degree  with 
all  the  other  powers  concerned,  the  opportu- 
nity of  a  prompt  and  uninterrupted  com- 
munication wjth  the  plenipotentiaries  who 
should  be  appointed  to  represent  his  majes- 
ty at  the  congress.  Gborgb  Canning. 
Foreign  Office,  April  25,  1807-      / 

No.  III. — Note  from  the  prince  de  Star- 
hemberg  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning, 
dated  Nov.  20,  1807. 

Tbe  undersigned  lias  the  honour  to  in- 
form bis  excellency  Mr.  Canning,  secretary 
of  state  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs, 
that  he  has  received  positive  orders  from 
his  court,  to  make  to  the  British  ministry 
tlie  most  earnest  representations  on  the  im- 
portance.of  putting  an  end  to  the  struggle 
which  still  exists  between  England  and 
France ;  and  the.  effects  of  which  may  pro- 
duce to  the  rest  of  Europe  the  most  ^ital 
consequences.  His  majesty  the  emperor 
and  king,  animated  by  a  constant  desire 
to  effect  the  restoration  of  repose  and  tran- 
quillity, does  not  hesitate  to  request  official*^ 
ly  and  earnestly  his  Britannick  majesty  to 
declare  his  intentions  on  this  point  in  evinc- 
ing to  him  his  disposition  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation  for  a  maritime ,  peace  upon 
a  basis  suitable  to  the  reciprocal  interests 
of  the  powers  who  may  take  a  part  in  it. — 
The  cabinet  of  St.  James's  has  explained  it^ 
self  too  often  respecting  its  desire  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  peace,  for  the  undersigned 
not  to  flatter  himself  Uiat  he  shall  now  ob- 
tain the  formal  assurance  wished  for  by  his 
court,  which  will  completely  prove  to  all 
the  nations  of  Europe,  the  sincerity  of  Uie 
pacifick  views  of  England. — ^The.undersign- 
ed,  &c.    Louis  prince  de  Starhem- 

BEBG. 

No.  IV. — ^Note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning to  the  prince  de  Starhemberg, 
dated  Nov.  23,  1 807- 
The  undersigned,  his  majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affiiirs,  has 
laid  beiore  the  king  his  master  the  official 
note  presented  by  the  pruice  de  Starhem- 
bergs  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  ple- 
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nipotentiary  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  Austria,  in  which  the  prince  de 
Starfaembei^  expresses,  by  order  of  his 
court,  the  earnest  desire  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty for  the  termination  of  the  present 
t»ntest  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  requires  a  sincere  and  formal  declara- 
tion of  his  majesty's  sentiments  upon  that 
subject. — His  majesty  having  repeatedly 
and  recently  dechired' his  disposition  and 
desire  to  enter  into  negotiation  for  a  peace 
on  secure  and  honourable  terms,  and  this 
declaration  having  been  made  in  the  most 
regular  and  authentic  manner  to  the  Austrian 
government,  in  the  answer  which  the  under- 
signed was  commanded  to  return  to  the 
official  off&r  by  the  prince  de  Starhemberg 
(in  the  mouth  of  April  last)  of  his  imperial 
majesty's  mediation  ;  and  in  that  which  his 
majesty  has  since  directed  to  be  returned 
to  a  similar  offer  on  the  part  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  and  which  has  been  communicated 
to  the  court  of  Vienna ;  his  majesty  cannot 
receive  without  surprize  an  application  for 
a  renewal  of  the  declaration  of  sentiments 
of  which  the  court  of  Vienna  has  been  so 
long  and  so  formally  in  possession. — His 
maj€»ty  will  notlielieve  that  any  farther  de- 
claration can  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  to  the  nations  of  Europe  a  sin- 
cerity which  the  nations  of  Europe  cannot 
question.  But  in  compliance  with  the  wish  es' 
of  a  friendly  powerexpressed  with  so  much 
earnestness  and  anxiety,  hisniajesty  is  never- 
theless witling  to  repeat  ouCe  more  the 
assurance,  alr^y  so  often  repeated,  that 
his  majesty  is  now,  as  he  has  at  all  times 
been,  prepared  to  enterinto  negotiation  for 
the  condttsion  of  such  a  peace  as  shall 
settle  on  equal  terms  the  respective  interests 
of  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war,  as  shall 
be  consistent  -with  his  majesty's  fidelity  to 
his  allies,  and  shall  provide  for  the  tranquil- 
lity and  security  of  Europe.  The  undersign- 
ed, &c.  George  Canning. 

No.  V. — Note  from  the  prince  de  Star- 
hemberg to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning, 
dated  Jan.  1,  1808. 

The  undersigned,  obeying  the  orders  of 
his  court,  in  conforming  to  the  desire  of 
that  of  the  Tbuilleries,  has  the  honour  to 
inform  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  state 
for  the  foreign  department,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pacifick  dispositions  of  his 
Britannick  majesty,  announced  in  the  an- 
swer returned  on  the  23d  of  November 
last,  to  his  official  note  of  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  he  is  charged  to  propose  to 
the  fiogUsh  ministry  to  send  immediately 


plenipotentiaries  to  Paris  for  the  purpose 
of  treating  for  the  establishment  of  peace 
between  all  the  powers  at  present  at  war 
with  England.  This  explicit  and  frank 
invitation  must  furnish  a  proof  of  the 
good  faith  and  of  the  sincere  intention  of 
France  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
war;  and  his  imperial  majesty  consents 
with  eagerness  to  be  the  intermediary  of  a 
result  so  desireable.  It  is  hoped,  that  the 
court  of  London  will  not  hesitate  to  recog- ' 
nize  on  this  occasion  the  importance  of  the 
proposal  which  is  made  to  it,  and  that  it  will 
be  disposed  to  give  a  fresh  proof  of  that  de- 
sire which  it  has  so  often  expressed,^  to  re- 
store repose  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  by  naming 
negotiators  to  be  entrusted  with  the  im- 
portant interests  to  be  discussed. — ^To  avoid 
every  species  of  delay,  the  undersigned  is 
authorized  by  France  to  give  passports  to 
the  ministers  whom  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James's  may  appoint  for  this  purpose.  The 
mode  in  which  these  overtures  are  sub-^ 
mitted  to  the  court  of  London,  and  the 
measures  which  are  taken  towards  realizing 
the  execution  of  them  with  the  least  possi- 
ble delay,  will  efiectually  demonstrate  tbe 
spirit  of  conciliation  by  which  they  are  dic- 
tated. The  undersigned,  &c. 

Louis  prince  db  Starhsmberg. 
No.  VL — Note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning to  the  prince  de  Starhemberg, 
dated  Jan.  8,  1808. 
The  undersigned,  his  majesty's  principal 
secrelaiy  of  state  for  foreign  aflairs,  has 
laid  before  the  king  his  master,  the  note 
delivered  to  him  the  second  of  this  month 
by  the  prince  de  Starhemberg,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Austria.— In 
stating  himself  to  be  charged  to  propose  to 
the  British  government  the  immediate  send- 
ing of  plenipotentiaries  to  Paris,  the  prince 
de  Starhemberg  has  omitted  to  explain 
from  whom  he  has  received  that  commission, 
whether  from  his  Imperial  master  or .  from 
the  government  of  France. — If  the  prince 
de  Starhemberg  has,  in  this  instance,  acted 
under  the  specific  and  immediate  orders  of 
his  court,  and  if  the  proposal  to  his  majesty 
to  send  plenipotentiaries  to  Paris  is  to  be 
considered  as  originating  at  Vienna,  the  un- 
dersigned is  commanded  to  express  his  ma- 
jesty's concern  that  so  little  reference  should 
appear  to  have  been  had,  in  framing  the 
proposal  now  offered  for  his  majesty's  con- 
sideration, to  the  correspondence  which 
has  already  taken  place  between  the  courts 
of  London  and  Vienna,  upon  the  subject  of 
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a  negotiation  for  peace. — After  so  long  an 
interval  has  hten  suffered  to  elapse  siiioe 
the  acceptance  by  his  majesty,  in  April  last, 
ofthe  offer  of  big  imperial  maje??ty's  medi- 
tation, his  majesty  could  hardly  have  ex- 
pected that  the  same  offisr  should  now  be 
repeated  (if  indeed  the  prince  de  Starhem- 
berg's  note  is  to  be  construed  as  a  repetition 
of  it)  without  any  notification  of  the  accept- 
ance of  those  conditions  which  were  at  that 
time  stated  by  his  majesty  to  be  indispen- 
sable preUminaries  to  the  opening  of  a  ne- 
gotiation. And  while  the  note  of  the  un- 
dersigned of  the  23d  of  November  last  is 
cited  by  the  prince  de  Stafliemberg  as  the 
foundation  of  the  present  proposal,  his  ma- 
jesty observes  with  surprize,  that  this  pro- 
posal nevertheless  extends  only  to  the 
powers  combined  with  France  in  the  war 
against  Great  Britain,  and  not  to  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  war  with 
France. — ^If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  court 
of  Vienna  is  no  otherwise  concerned  in  the 
step  which  the  prince  de  Starliemberg  has 
taken,  than  as  having  generally  authorized 
that  minister  to  receive  and  to  convey  to 
the  British  government  whatever  communi- 
cations the  government  of  France  might 
think  fit  to  intrust  to  him,  the  undersigned 
is  commanded,  in  that  case,  to  remark  to 
the  prince  de  Starhemberg,  that  although 
the  character  which  the  prince  de  Starhem- 
berg holds  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
the  formalities  by  which  he  is  accredited  to 
his  majesty,  entitle  him  to  immediate  and 
implicit  confidence  in  every  exercise  of  his 
diplomatic  functions,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  imperial  master ;  yet  that 
when  he  professes  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
another  power,  the  statement  of  some  pre- 
cise authority,  and  the  production  of  some 
specifick  and  authenticated  document,  could 
alone  justify  the  court  to  which  he  addresses 
himself,  in  founding  a  publick  and  impor- 
tant measure  upon  such  a  communication. 
From  the  tenour  of  the  prince  de  Starhem- 
berg s  note  it  appears,  that  the  ngle  of  the 
undersigned  of  the  23d  of  November  has 
been  communicated  to  the  government  of 
France. — The  government  of  France  is 
therefore  in  possession  of  a  solemn  and 
authentick  pledge  of  the  paeifick  dispositions 
of  his  majesty.  -  It  follows  that  a  pledge 
equally  solemn  and  authentick  of  the 
reciprocal  dispositions  of  France,  is  reason- 
ably to  be  expected  by  his  majesty,  before 
his  majesty  can  be  called  upon  to  make 
any  further  advance. — The  proposal  to  his 
majesty  to  send  negotiators  to  Paris,  unac- 
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companied  as  it  is  with  any  ostensible  and 
unequivocal  return  on  the  part  of  France 
for  the  declarations  already  made  iu  his 
majesty's  name,  is  so  far  from  being  a  proof 
of  any  such  reciprocal  disposition,  tjiat  it 
can  be  construed  lio  otherwise  by  his  ma- 
jesty than  as  implying  an  unjustifiable 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  his  majesty's  pro- 
fessions.— Nor  is  the  want  of  such  formal 
authority  and  of  such  reciprocal  assurance, 
the  only,  or  the  most  material  defect  in  the 
prince  de  Starhemberg's  communication. — 
His  majesty  is  called  upon  to  send  plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Paris  to  negotiate  for  peace, 
without  the  slightest  intimation  being  given 
to  his  majesty  of  the  ba^is  on  which  it  is 
proposed  that  suclr  negotiation  should  be 
founded. — If  it  could  ever  have  been 
matter  of  doubt  whether  the  previous  settle- 
ment of  a  basis  of  negotiation  were  neces- 
sar^' to  the  hope  of  its  successful  termination, 
the  experience  of  the  last  negotiation  with 
France  would  have  placed  that  question 
beyond  controversy. — The  experience  of 
the  last  negotiation  has  further  demonstra- 
ted the  disadvantage  and  inconveniency  of 
a  negotia[tion  conducted  at  Paris. — His  ma- 
jesty is  willing  to  treat  with  France :  but  he 
will  treat  only  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equa- 
lity. He  is  ready  to  treat  with  the  allies  of 
France;  but  the  negotiation  must  equally 
embrace  the  interests  of  the  allies  of  Great 
Britam.'^As  soon  as  the  basis  of  negotia- 
tion shall  have  been  satisfoctorily  ascer- 
tained, and  an  unexceptionable  place  of  ne- 
gotiation agreed  upon,  his  majesty  will  be 
prepared  to  name  plenipotentiaries  to  meet 
those  of  the  other  powers  engaged  m  the 
war :  but  his  majesty  will  not  again  consent 
to  send  his  plenipotentiaries  to  a  hostile  ca- 
pital.—^But  while  his  majesty  has  permitted 
the  undersigned  to  address  this  frank  and  ' 
unequivocal  exposition  of  his  majesty's  senti- 
ments to  the  minister  of  the  em|)eror  of 
Austria,  the  undersigned  is  at  the  same 
time  charged  to  state  distinctly  to  the 
'prince  de  S.tarhcmberg,  that  not  having  re- 
ceived any  authentic  proof  of  the  prince  de 
Starhemberg^s  cpmmissi6n  to  enter  into  any 
explanations  in  the  name  of  the  French 
government,  or  to  afford  any  assurance 
by  which  that  government  could  be 
bound,  his  majesty  has  not  directed  the 
undersigned  to  give  any  authority  to  the 
prince  de  Starhemberg  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  his  majesty  to  the  government 
of  France.  The  undersigned  has  the  ho- 
nour to  request  the  prince  de  Starhemberg 
to  accept,  &c.  George  Canning. 
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No.  VII. — Note  from  the  prince  dc 
Starbemberg  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canf 
niog,  dated  London,  Jan.  12,  1808, 
Received  the  13th. 

The  undersigned  lias  the  hononr  to  in- 
form his  excellency  the  secretary  of  state 
lor  the  foreign  department,  that  in  conse- 
quence  of  orders  from  his  court,  the  pre* 
sent  circanistances  oblige  him  to  demand 
passports  for  himself  and  all  the  individuals 
of  the  Austrian  mission  at  London.  The 
Qudersigned  purposes  to  make  use  of  them 
as  sobn  as  he  shall  have  received  from  the 
French  government  the  passports  which  he 
demanded  by  the  messenger  whom  he  dis- 
patched yesterday.    The  undersigned,  &c. 

Louis  PRINCE  DB  STARHE>fBERG. 

No.  VIII.— Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Cannrog  to'  the  prince  de  Starhemberg, 
dated  Jan.  IS,  1808. 

Sir,  Having  received  information  that 
Mr.  Adair  has  actually  quitted  Vienna,'  in 
consequence  of  an  intimation  from  the 
Austrian  government;  I  have  the  honour  of 
requestmg  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  acquamt  me  what  is  4he  latest  date, 
at  which  you  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Adair  was  still  at  Vienna.  I  have, 
&c.    George  Canning. 

No.  9. — Note  from  the  prince  de  Star- 
hemberg to  Mr.  Secretary  Camiing, 
dated  London,  Jan.  13,  1808. 

Ib  answer  to  tlie  note  which  the  under- 
signed has  just  received  from  his  excellency 
the  secretary  of  state,  he  has  the  honour 
to  infonn  his  excellency,  that  the  last  dis- 
patches which  he  has  received  from  his 
court,  were  of  the  30th  of  October,  and 
that  no  mention  was  made  in  them  of  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Adair.  The  undersigned 
&c.  Louis  prince  bb  Starhemberg. 

No.  X. — Note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning to  the  prince  de  Starhemberg, 
dated  Jan.  13,  1S08. 

The  undersigned,  his  majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiau*s,  has 
the  honour  to  inclose  to  ti^  prince  de 
Starhemberg,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  Austria,  the  passports  which 
he,  has  demanded  for  himself  and  for  the 
Austrian  mission  at  tliis  court;  having  it  at 
'  the  same  time  m  command  from  the  king 
hit  master,  to  express  his  majesty's  deep 
regret,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  time,, 
aikl  the  orders  of  his  court,  should  have 
imposed  on  the  prince  de  Starhemberg  the 
necessity  of  demandmg  them.— 'The  under- 
s^oed  &c.  Gborgs  Canning, 


PAPERS  relative  TO  RUSSIA. 

No.  I. — Note  from  General  Budberg 
to  his 'excellency  lord  Granville  Leve- 
son  Gower,  dated  Jiine        ,  1807. 

My  Lord,  Accept  my  best  thanks  for 
the  promptitude  with  which  you  had  the 
goodness  to  transmit  to  me  the  dispatches 
which  I  have  received,  together  with  your 
excellency's  letter  of  the  \  lib  (23rd)  instant. 
The  reports  wliich  your  lordship  mentions 
are  well  founded.  On  the  pth  (21st)  in- 
stant, an  armistice  was  concluded,  which  was 
yesterday  ratified  by  both  patties.  The 
two  armies  remain  nearly  in  tlie  same 
positions,  and  hostilities  will  not  recom-' 
meiice  until  a  month  after  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  armistice.  Sensible  that 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  you  to 
transmit  this  intelligence  as  speedily  as 
possible  to  your  court,  I  lose  not  an  in- 
stant in  re-dispatching  the  messenger  whom 
your  excellency  has  sent  to  me. — In  re- 
spect, my  lord,  to  the  interview  Mfhich 
you  request  of  me,  it  would  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  wishes 
if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  foresee  at  what 
place  the  emperor  will  stay  even  for  a  few 
days;  but  as  we  are  still  upon  our  journey, 
I  must  wait  for  the  first  opportunity  of 
taking  his  imperial  majesty's  commands,  in 
order  to  invite  you  to  rejoin  me,  where  I 
may  then  be. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.  DE  BUBBERGv 

No.  II. — Note  from  his  excellency  lord 
Granville  Leveson  Gower,  to  general 
Budberg,  dated  Memel,  l6th  (28th} 
June  1807. 
General, — I  have  to  acknowledge  tiie  re-^ 
ceipt  ai  the  intelligence  of  the  armistice 
which  was  signed  on  the  2 1  st  of  this  month, 
and  although  I  implicitly  confide  iu  your 
excellency's  assurances,  I  cannot  pass  over 
in  silence  the  prospect  of  a  solid  and  per* 
manent  peace,  which,  from  the  tenour  of 
your  publick  letter  to  the  governor  of  Riga^ 
your  excellency  appears  to  believe  will  be 
the  result  of  that  measure. — The  reciprocal 
engagements  between  the  courts  of  London 
and  St.  Petersburgh,  the  known  principles 
and  the  firmness  of  his  imperial  Majesty, 
the  verbal  assurances  of  the  emperor  which  - 
I  have  just  transmitted  to  the  king  my  master, 
were  so  many  pledges,  that  it  is  not  now  a 
question  (according  to  public  rumour)  to 
negotiate  for  a  separate  peace,  but  for  a 
general  one;  and  whatever  doubts  I  may 
have  entertained  on  this  subject,  your  excel- 
lency's letter  to  general  Buxhovdenhas  com- 
pletely done  away.  The  just  and  enlightened 
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manner  in  which  your  excellency  views  the 
atuatkm  of  Europe,  convinces  me  that  yo^ 
could  not  expect  a  peace  would  be  either 
firm  or  lasting,  whidi  did  not  include  every 
power  at  war,and  which  was  not  founded  up- 
on an  equitable  basis.  My  court  will  be  ready 
to  concur  in  negotiations  so  formed,  since  it 
made  war  for  the  sole  puipose  of  obtaining  a 
secure  and  permanent  peace.  But  your  ex- 
cellency will  nevertheless  permit  me  to  ex- 
press all  the  regret  I  feel,  at  being  still 
unable  to  make  known  to  my  government 
the  basis,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to 
ground  negotiations.  At  the  moment  when 
negotiation  is  carrying  on  with  the  enemy,  it 
is  most  essential  that  unlimited  confidence 
should  subsist  between  the  allied  powers. 
Upon  this  principle  it  is  that  the  court  of 
London  has  ever  acted,  and  it  would  be, 
siiperfiupus  to  recall  to  your  excellency  the 
eagerness  testified  by  the  British  ministry 
last  year  to  communicate  to  the  Russian 
ambassador  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence' with  the  French  government.  I  wait 
with  impatience  your  excellency's  summons 
to  repair  to  his  majesty.  Nothing  can 
afibra  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  repeat 
in  person  ue  assurances  of  the  esteem,  and 
high  consideiiation  with  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.    G.  L.  Gowrr. 

No.  III. — Note  from  general  Budberg  to 
his  excellency  lord  Granville  Leveson 
Gower,  dated  Tilsit,  13th  (OOth)  June 
•I8O7. 

Su*,  and  Ambassador,  I  have  received 
the  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honour  of  addressing  to  me  yesterday ;  and, 
having  laid  it  before  the  emperor,  my  au- 
gust master,  I  hasten  to  transmit  to  you  the 
answer  which  his  imperial  majesty  has  com- 
manded me  to  return  to  it. — ^Tbe  firmness 
and  perseverance  with  which  his  majesty 
during  eight  months  maintained  and  de- 
fended a  cause  which  he  had  reason  to 
suppose  common  to  all  sovereigns,  are  the 
most  certain  pledges  of  the  intentions  which 
animated  him,  as  well  as  of  the  loyalty  and 
purity  of  his  principles. — Never  would  his 
imperial  majesty  have  thought  of  deviating 
from  that  systlem  which  he  has  hitherto 
pursued,  if  he  had  been  supported  by 
a  real  assistance  on  the  part  of  his  allies. 
— But  having,  from  the  separation  of  Aus- 
tria and  of  England,  found  himself  re- 
duced to  his  own  forces,  having  to  com- 
bat with  the  forces  of  France  united  to 
the  immense  means  of  which  she  has  the 
disposal,  and  in  the  critical  position  at 
which  affairs  had    arrived,  bis   majesty 


was  authorized  in  believing,  that  by  con- 
tinuing to  sacrifice  himself  for  others,  he 
would  ultimately  incur  a  risk  of  compro- 
mising the  safety  of  his  own  empire,  with- 
out being  enabled  to  hope  that  he  might 
ever  fulfil  the  original  object  of  this  war. — 
The  conduct  which  your  government  has 
held  durmg  these  latter  times  is  moreover 
of  a  nature  completely  to  justify  the  deter- 
mination which  the  emperor  has  now  tdien. 
The  diversion  on  the  continent  which  Eng- 
land has  so  long  smce  promised  has  not 
to  this  day  taken  place ;  and  if  even,  ac- 
cording to  the  latest  advices  from  London,  it 
would  appear  that  the  British  ministry  has 
at  length  decided  on  ordering  the  departure 
of  10,000  men  to  Pomerania,  that  succour 
is  in  nowise  proportioned,  either  to  the  hopes 
which  we  were  authorised  in  entertaining,  or 
to  the  importance  of  the  object  to  which 
these  troops  were  intended  to  be  destined. 
— ^The  pecuniaiy  succours  which  England 
constantly  afibrded  to  the  powers  of  the 
continent  at  war  with  France,  might  in 
some  degree  have  supplied  the  want  of 
Englbh  troops.  Not  only  did  the  British 
government  declme  facilitating  the  loan 
which  the  imperial  court  had  intended  to 
negotiate  at  London;  but  when  it  at  length 
decided  on  offermg  some  subsidy  to  the 
continental  powers,  it  appeared  that  the 
sum  destined  for  this  purpose,  so  far  from 
meeting  the  exigencies  of  the  allies,  would 
not  even  have  covered  the  indispensable  ex- 
pences  of  Prussia. — In  fine,the  use  which  has 
been  made  of  the  British  forces  in  the  Medi- 
terranean has  not  been  more  conformable 
than  the  rest  to  the  unity  and  the  connec-^ 
tion  with  which  it  was  indispensable  to  act 
in  the  operations  of  Russia  and  England. 
In  lieu  of  attempting  an  expedition  on  the 
continent  of  Italy,  v^ith  a  view  of  reconquer- 
ing the  kingdom  of.  Naples,  or  else  in  lieu 
of  uniting  these  forces  to  those  of  Russia 
which  were  designed  to  compel  the  Porte 
to  a  reasonable  peace,  one  part  of  the 
English  troops  ^stationed  in  Sicily  directed 
their  eourse  towards  an  entirely  different  des- 
tination, which  the  British  government  had 
not  even  judged  proper  to  communicate  to 
the  court  of  Russia.  It  is  a  point  not  to 
be  contested,  that,  b^  following  one  or  the 
other  of  the  courses  which  I  have  just  cited, 
the  English  troops  in  the  Mediterranean 
would  have  been  of  an  infinitely*  greater 
utility  to  the  common  cause,  by  compelling 
the  enemy  to  divide  his  forces,  which  would 
have  enabled  Russia  to  have  sent  to  her 
main  army  those  reinforcements,  which  sho 
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was  under  th^  necessity  of  employing  on 
the  Danube,  to  support  her  army  destined 
to  make  head  against  the  Turlash  forces 
wfaidi  might  be  collected  in  that  quarter. — 
From  this  statement,  I  am  willing  to  believe 
that  your  excellency  will  be  persuaded, 
tiiat  in  such  a  conjuncture,  it  only  remained 
for  the  emperor  my  master  to  look  to  the 
glory  and  to  the  security  of  his  empire, 
and  that  if  the  present  crisis  does  not  pro- 
duce every  result  w^ich  niigbt  be  expected, 
if  the  powers  equally  interested  hdd  dis- 
played vigour  in  the  same  proportion  as 
they  have  exhibited  tardiness  and  irresolu- 
tion in  all  their  operations,  no  blame  can  on 
tills  account  be  attached  to  Russia. — But, 
at  the  same  time,  the  emperor  my  master 
oflfers  his  mediation  to  his  Britanuick  ma- 
jesty to  make  hb  peace  with  France,  having 
the  certainty  tliat  it  will  be  accepted  by  the 
latter  power.    I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&C.     A.  DE  BUDBERG. 

No.  IV. — Note  from  M .  Alopeus  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Canning,dated  London,  20th 
July  (1st  August)  1807. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all 
the  Russias  to  his  Britannick  majesty,  has 
received  the  orders  of  his  court  to  notify 
to  the  British  ministry,  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  at  Tilsit  on  the  26th 
June  (7th  July)  between  Russia  and  France. 
— His  imperial  majesty  of  all  the  Russias, 
having  on  this  occasion,  proposed  his  media- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and 
concluding  likewise  a  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tweejQ  England  and  France,  and  the  emperOr 
Napoleon  having,  by  the  13th  article  of  the 
afore-mentioned  treaty  of  peace,  accepted 
that  mediation,  the  object  of  the  present 
note  is  to  offer  it  in  like  manner  to  bis 
majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain.— Long 
since  acquainted  with  the  pacifick  senti- 
ments of  his  Britannick  majesty,  the  emperor 
of  all  the  Russias  flatters  hunself  the  more, 
that  he  will  embrace  thb  opportunity  of  re- 
storing peace  to  all  nations,  and  of  insurmg 
repose  to  the  present  generation ;  since  that, 
in  many  conversations  which  his  imperial 
majesty  has  held  with  the  emperor  of  the 
Frencli^.he  has  had  reason  to  be  convinced, 
that  he  is  sincerely?  desirous  of  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  a  maritime  peace,  upon  equi- 
table and  honourable  principles. — ^The  em- 
peror of  all  the  Russias  not  only  offers  hb 
interposition  for  the  attainment  of  so  desi- 
rable a  result;  but  he  would  even  be  ready 
to  promise  the  support  of  all  the  forces  of 
liis  emphe,  for  insuring  the  performauce  of 
Vou  X.  ^       ^ 


till  the  stipulations  of  peace,  when  once  it 
shall  have  taken  place  between  England  and 
France.    By  this  guarantee,  his  Britannick 
majesty  will  obtain  that  which  he  has  ever 
appeared  to  desire,  and  may  without  dis- 
trust follow  the  bent  of  his  humane  and 
pacifick  sentiments. — The  undersigned,  in 
requesting  Mr.  Canning,  principal  secretary 
of  state  of  foreign  afiairs,  to  apprize  him  as 
soon  as  possible  of  the  determination  which 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  may  judge  ex- 
pedient \o  take  iu  consequence  of  this  offer 
of  mediation  on  the   part  of  his   august 
master,  avails  himself  of  the  opporjtuuity  .of 
renewing  to  his  excellency  the  assurances  of 
his  highest  consideration.     M.  Alopbus* 
No.  V. — Note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning to  M.  Alopeus,  dated  6tii  Au- 
gust 1 807. 
The  undersigned,  his  Britannick  majesty's 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has 
lost  no  time  in  laying  before  the  king  his 
master  the  official  note  presented  to  him 
by  M.  Alopeus,   minister  plenipotentiary 
of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Rus- 
sias; in  which  M,  Alopeus,  by  order  of  his 
court,  notifies  to  the  British  government 
the  conclusion  at  Tilsit,  on  the  25tli  June 
(7th  July)  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Rus- 
sia and  France,  and  announces  at  the  same 
time,  the  offer  of  the  mediation  of  his  im- 
perial majesty,  for  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  the  acceptance  of  that  offer  by  the 
French  government — ^The  undersigned  has 
it  in  command  from  the  king  his  master 
to  declare,  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  does 
justice  to  the  sentiments  of  the  king,  when 
his  imperial  majesty  expresses  his  reliance 
on  the  king's  disposition  to  contribute  to 
the  restoration  of  a  general  peace,  such  as 
may  ensure  the  repose  of  Europe.    Ample 
proofs  of  that  disposition  have  recently  been 
afforded  by  his  majesty,  as  well  in  th|e  an- 
swer returned,  in  his  majesty's  name,  to 
the  offer  of  the  mediation  of  the  emperor 
of  Austria,  as  in  the  willingness  expressed 
by  his  majesty  to  accede  to  the  convention 
concluded  at  Bartenlem,  on  the   23d  of 
April,  between  the  emperor  of  Russia  and 
the  king  of  Prussia,  and  in  the  instructions 
which  the  undersigned  transmitted  by  his 
majesty's  command,  upon  the  first  intelli- 
geuce  of  the  late  disastrous  events  in  Po- 
land, to  his  majesty's  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburgh,  by  which  instruc- 
tions that  ambassador  was  directed  to  sig- 
nify to  the  minister^  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  his  majestv's  perfect  readiness  to 
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enter  in  concert  with  bis  august  ally,  into 
anj  negotiation  which  the  emperor  of  Russia 
might  think  it  expedient  to  open  for  the 
restoration  of  a  general  peace. — ^These  sen- 
timents and  this  disposition  hismajelty  con- 
tinues invariably  to  maintain. — The  under- 
sized is,  therefore,  commanded  by  his 
majesty,  to  assure  M.  Alopeur,  tliat  his 
majesty  wails  with  the  utmost  solicitude 
for  the  communication  of  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  concluded  at  Tilsit,  and  for  the 
slatement  of  those  equitable  and  honoura- 
ble principles,  upon  which  his  imperial  ma- 
j,esty  expresses  his  belief  that  France  is 
desirous  of  concluding  a  peace  with  Great 
Britain. — tils  majesty  trusts  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Ulsit,  and  of  the  principles  upon  which 
France  is  .represented  as  being  ready  to 
negotiate,  may  be  found  to  be  such  as  to 
afford  to  6is  nlajesty  a  just  hope  of  the  at- 
tainment of  a  secure  and  honourable  peace. 
tn  that,  case  his  majesty  will  readily  avail 
himself  of  the  offer  of  the  .emperor  of  Rus- 
sia's mediation. — ^fiut  \mtil  his  majesty  shall 
Have  received  these  important  and  necessary 
communications,  it  is  obviously  impossible 
tlbat  the  undersigned  should  be  authorized 
to  return  a  more  specific  answer  to  the 
note  presented  by  M.  Alopeus. — The  un- 
dersigned, &c  GkoROE  Canning. 

DECLARATION  OF  THE    KING    OF    GREAT  BRI- 
TAIN, RELATIVE  TO  THE  WAR  WITH  DEN- 
,MARK,  .DATED  SEPT.  25,  J  807. 

.  Hi^  ra^esly  owes  to  himself  and  to 
£urope  a  frank  exposition  of  the  motives 
which  have  dictated  his  late  measures  in 
the  Iffafticli.  His  majesty  has  delayed  this 
exposition  only  in  the  hope  of  that  more 
mnicable  arrangement  with  'the  court  of 
Detnmark,  which  it  was  his  majesty's  first 
wish  and  endieavour  (o  obtain  ;  for  which 
Jbe  was  ready  to  make  great  efforh  and 
great  sacrifices  ;  and  of  which  he  never 
lost  slgh^  even  in  the  moment  of  the  most 
decisive  hostility,  beeply  as  the  disap- 
poiutment  of  this  hope  has  been  felt  bv  his 
ipsye^ty,  iie  has  the  consolation  of  renect- 
)i)gthati;io  exertion  was  left  untried  on  his 
part  to  .produce  a  different  result.  And 
Vhilo  he  Wients  the  cruel  necessity  which 
Las  obliged  him  to  have  recourse  to  acts  of 
JaoslUily  against  a  nation,  with  which  it  was 
i^is  m?gesty!s  most  earnest  desire  to  have 
estiiblished  the  relations  of  common  inter- 
est and  alliance  ;  his  majesty  feels  ,confi- 
.3ent  that,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and  of  the 
worW,'the  justification  of  his  conduct  will 
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be  found  in  the  commandiiig  iind  indispen- 
sable duty,  paramount  to  all  others  amongst 
the  obligations  of  a  sovereign,  of  providing, 
while  there  wds  yet  time,  for  the  immediate 
security  of  his  people — His  majesty  had 
received  the  most  positive  information  of 
the  determination  of  the  present  ruler-  df 
France  to  occupy,  with  a  military  force, 
the  territory  of  Holstein: — for  the  purpose 
of  excluding  Great  Britain  from  all  her  ac- 
customed channels  of  communication  witFr 
the  continent ;  of  inducing  or  conlpelling^ 
the  court  of  Denmark  to  close  the  passage 
of  the  Sound  against  the  British  commerce 
and  navigation ;  and  oT  availing  himself  of 
the  aid  of  the  Danish  marine  for  the  in- 
vasion of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland.^ — 
Confident  as  .his  majesty  was  of  the  au* 
thenlicity  of  the  sources  from  whi.ch  thi* 
intelligence  was  derived,  and  confirmed  in 
the  credit,  which  he  gave  to  it,  as  well  by 
the  notorious  and  repeated  declaratiotis  of 
the  enemy,  and  by  his  recent  occupation 
of  the  towns  and  territories  of  other  neu- 
tral states,  as  by  the  preparations  actually 
!made  for  collecting  a  hostile  force  upon  the 
frontiers  of  his  Danish  majestyjS  continental 
dominions,  his  majesty  would  yet  willingly 
have  fort>prne  to  act  upon  this  itoteltigence, 
until  the  complete  and  practical  disclosure 
of  the,  plan  had  made  manifest  ^o  all  the 
world  the  absolute  necessity  of  resisting  it. 
His  majesty  did  f6rbear,  as  long  as  there 
could  be  a  doubt  of  the  urgency  of  the 
danger,  or  a  hope  of  an  effectual  couiileWic- 
tion  to  it,  in  the  means  or  in  the  dispositions 
of  Denmark. — But  his  majesty  could  not 
but  recollect  (hat  when,  at  the  close  of  the 
former  war,  the  court  of  Denmark  engaged 
in  a  hostile  confederacy  against  Great  Bri* 
tain,  the  apology  offered  by  that  coulrt  for 
so  unjustifiable  an  abandonment  of  a  neu- 
trally which  hb  majesty  had  never  ceased 
to  respect,  was  founded  on  its  avowed  ina- 
bility to. resist  the  operation  of  external  in- 
fluence^ and  the  'threats  of  a  formidable 
neighbouring  pdwer.  His  majesty  could 
not  but 'compare  the,  degree  of  influence, 
which  ^t  that  time  determined  the  decision 
of  the  court  of  Denmark,  in  violation  of 
positive  engagements,  solemnly  contracted 
but  six  months  befdre ;  witli  the  increased 
operation  which  Frdnce'had  now  the  means 
of  giyiqg'to  tbe  saine  principle  of  intimida^ 
tion,  wim  kingdoms  prostrate  at  hei*  feet, 
and  with^fhe  population  of  nations  under 
her  fiaim^rs. — Nor  was  the  danger  less  im- 
minent Ih'ari  certain.— Already  the  army 
destifiied  for  the  invasion  of  Holstein  was 
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assembling  on  the  violated  territory  of  neu- 
tral Hamburgh.     And,  Holsleiu  once  occu- 
pied, the  isi'Awd   of  Zealand   was  at  the 
mercy  of  France,  and  the  navy  of  Denmark 
at  lier  disposal. — It  »  true,  a  British  force 
might  have  found  its  way  into  the  Baltick, 
and  checked  f(5r  a  time  the  moveraenls  of 
the  Danish  marine.     But  the  season   was 
approaching  wiien  that  precaution  would 
jiu  longer  have  availed;  and  when  his  ma- 
jesty's  fleet  must  have  retired  from  that 
sea,  and  permitted  France,  in  undisturbed 
security,  to  accumulate  the  means  of  offence 
against  his  majesty's  dominions. — Yet,  even 
under  these  circumstances,  in  calling  upon 
Dejjmark  for  the  satisfaction  and  S(ecurity 
<which  his  majesty  was  compelled  to  require, 
and  in  demanding  the  only  pledge  by  which 
that  security  could  be  rendered  effectual — 
the   tepiporary  possession  of  that    fleet, 
which  was  the  chief  inducement  to  Frjance 
for  forcing  Denmark  into  hostilities  with 
Great  Britain ; — His  majesty  accorapauied 
4bb  demand  with  the  ofler  of  every  condi- 
tion which  could  tend  to  reconcile  it  to  the 
interests  and  to  the  feelings  of  the  court  of 
Denmark. — It  was  for  Denmark  herself  to 
state  the  tenns  and  stipulations  which  she 
might  require. — If  Denmark  was  apprehen- 
sive that  the  surrender  of  her  fleet  would 
be  resented  by  France  as  an  act  of  conni- 
vance ;   his  majesty  had  prepared  a  force 
of  such  formidable  magnitude,  as  must 
have  made  concession  justifiable  even  in 
the  estimation  of  France,  by  rendering  re- 
sistance altogether    unavailing — If  Den- 
mark was  really  prepared  to  resist  the  de- 
mands of  France,  and  to  maintain  her  inde- 
pendence; his  majesty  proQered  his  co^ 
operation  for  her  defence  -naval,  nJlitary 
and  pecuniary  aid ;    the  guarantee  of  her 
European  territories,  and  the  security  and 
extension  of  her  colonial  possessions. — That 
the  sword  has  been  drawn  in  the  execution 
of  a  service  indispensable  to  the  safety  of 
his  majesty's  dominions,  is  matter  of  sincere 
and  painful  regret  to  his  m^esty.      I'hat 
the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  world 
are  s|icb  as  to  have  required  and  justified 
the  measures  of  self-preservation,  to  which 
Iiis  majesty  has  found  himself  under   the 
necessity  of  resorting,  is  a  truth  which  .his  i 
Hiajestj  deeply  depkres,  but  for  which  he . 
is  in  no ' deg;ree  responsible. — Qis  majesty; 
has  lopg  carried  on  a  most  unequal  cpqte^t'. 
.of  scrupulous  forbearance  a.gainist  unrelent- , 
IQg  viQ^pce  smd  oppression.    But  that  for-  > 
beaianee  has  its  bounds,     lyhen  the  de-| 
mffi  yf9»,€J^}y  avoyved,  ai)d  ijlre^dy  but] 


too  far  advanced  towards  its  accomplish- 
ment, of  subjecting  the  powers  of  Europe 
to  one  universal  usurpation,  and  of  combin- 
ing them  by  terror  or  by  force  in  a  con- 
federacy against  the  marilime  rights  and 
political  existence  of  this  kingdom,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  bis  majesty  to  anticipate  ^ 
the  success  of  a  system,  not  more  fatal  to 
his  uterests  tlian  to  tiiose  of  the  powers  who 
were  destined  to  be  the  instruments  of  its 
execution. — It  was  time  that  the  eftects  of 
that  dread  which  France  has  inspired  into 
the  nations  of  xht  world,  should  be  coun- 
teracted by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of 
Great  Britain,  called  for  by  the  exigency  of 
the  crisis,  and  proportioned  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  danger. — Notwithstanding  the 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  Da- 
nish Government,  it  still  remains  for  Den- 
mark to  determine,  whether  war  shall  con- 
tinue between  the  two  nations.  His  ma- 
jesty still  profters  an  amicable  arrangement 
He  b  anxious  to  sheathe  the  sword  which 
he  has  been  most  reluctantly  compelled  to 
draw.  And  he  is  ready  to  demonstrate  to 
Denmark  and  to  the  worlds  that  having 
acted  solely  upon  the  sense  of  wh4t  was 
due  to  the  security  of  his  own  dominions, 
he  is  not  desirous,  from  any  other  motive, 
or  for  any  object  of  advantage  or  aggrau- 
disement,  to  carry  measures  of  hostility  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  necessity  which  has 
produced  them. 


DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING  OF  GREAT  BRI- 
TAIN AGAINST  RUSSIA,  DATED  DECEMBER 
18,  1807. 

The  declaration  issued  at  St.  Petersburgh 
by  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Rus- 
sias,  has  excited  in  his  msgesty's  mind  the 
strongest  sensations  of  astonishment  and 
regret. — His  majesty  was  not  unaware  of 
the .  nature  of  those  secret  engagements 
which  had  been  imposed  upon  Russia  in 
the  conferences  of  Tilsit.  But  his  majesty 
had  entertained  the  hope,  that  a  review  of 
the  transactions  of  that  unfortunate  nego- 
tiation, and  a  just  estimate  of  its  effects 
upon  the  glory  of  the  Russian  name,  and 
upon  the  interests  of  the  Russian  empire, 
would  have  induced  his  imperial  majesty 
to  extricate  himself  froiA  the  embarrass- 
ment of  those  new  counsels  and  connec- 
tions which  he  had  adopted  in  a  moment 
of  despondency  and  alarm  ;  and  to  return 
to  apolicy  more  congenial  to  the  principles, 
which  he  has  so  invariably  professed,  and 
more  conducive  to  the  honour  of  his  crown» 
and  to  the  prosperity  of  his  dominions. — 
•    I  2       - 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lid]        PARL.  DEBATES,  Jak.  a6,  ISOn.—DeclaraiUn against  Russid.        [120 


This  hope  has  dictated  to  hi?  majesty  the 
utmost  forbearance  and  moderation  in  all 
his  diplomatic  iutercoXirse  with  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburgh  since  the  peace  of  Til- 
sit His  majesty  had  much  cause  for  sus- 
picion, sfnd  just  ground  of  complaint.  But 
he  abstained  from  the  language  of  reproach. 
His  majesty  deemed  it  necessary  to  require 
specifick' explanation  with  respect  to  those 
arrangements  with  France,  the  concealment 
of  which  from  his  majesty  could  not  but 
confirm  the  impression  already  received 
of  their  character  and  tendency.  But  his 
majesty,  nevertheless,  directed  the  demand 
of  that  explanation  to  be  made,  not  only 
without  asperity  or  the  indication  of  any 
hostile  disposition,  but  with  that  considerate 
regard  to  the  feelings  and  situation  of  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  which  resulted  from  the 
recollection  of  former  friendship,  and  from 
confidence  interrupted  but  not  destroyed. — 
The  declaration  of  the  emperor  of  Russia 
proves  that  the  object  of  his  majesty's  for- 
bearance and  moderation  has  not  been  at- 
tained. It  proves,  unhappily,  that  the  in-« 
fiuence  of  that  power^  which  is  equally  and 
essentially  the  enemy  both  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  Russia,  has  acquired  a  decided  as- 
cendency in  the  counsels  of  the  cabinet  of 
St.  Petersburgh;  and  has  been  able  to  ex- 
.cite  a  causeless  enmity  between  two  nations, 
whose  long-established  connection,  and 
whose  mutual  interests  prescribed  the  most 
intimate  union  and  co-operation. — His  ma- 
jesty deeply  laments  the  extension  of  the 
calamities  of  war.  But  called  upon,  as  he 
is,  to  defend  himself  against  an  act  of  un- 
provoked hostility,  hb  majesty  is  anxious 
to  refiite,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  the  pre- 
texts by  which  that  act  is  attempted  to  be 
justified. — ^The  declaration  asserts  that  his 
majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia  has  twice 
taken  up  arms  in  a  cause,  in  which  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain  was  more  direct 
than  his  own ;  and  founds  upon  this  asser- 
tion the  charge  against  Great  Britain  of 
having  neglected  to  second  and  support 
the  military  operations  of  Russia. — His  ma- 
'jesty  willingly  does  justice  tp  the  motives 
which  originally  engaged  Russia  in  the 
great  8truggl<;  against  France.  His  majesty 
avows  with  equal  readiness  the  interest 
which  Great  Britain  has  uniformly  taken 
in  the  fates  dnd  fortunes  of  the  powers  of 
the  continent.  But  it  would  surely  be  dif- 
iicult  to  prove  that  Great  Britain,  who  was 
herself  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  Prussia, 
when  the  >  war  broke  out  between  Prussia 
and  France^  had  an  interest  ai^d  a  duty 


more  direct  in  espousing  the  Prussian  quar- 
rel, than  the  emperor  of  Russia  ;  the  ally 
of  his  Prussian  majesty,  the  protector  ai 
the  north  of  Europe,  and  the  guarantee  of 
the  Germanick  constitution.  It  is  not  in  a 
publick  declaration  that  his  majesty  can 
discuss  the  policy  of  having,  at  any  parti* 
cular  period  of  the  war,  efiected,  or  omit- 
ted to  effect,  disembarkations  of  troops  on 
the  coasts  of  Naples.  But  the  instance  of 
the  war  with  the  Porte,  is  still  more  singu- 
larly chosen  to  illustrate  the  charge  against 
Great  Britain  of  indifference  to  the  interests 
of  her  ally  :  a  war  undertaken  by  Great 
Britain  at  the  instigation  of  Russia,  and 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  Rus- 
sian interests  against  the  influence  of 
France. — If,  however,  the  peace  of  Tilsit 
is,  indeed^  to  be  considered  as  the  conse- 
quence and  the  punishment  of  the  imputed 
inactivity  of  Great  Britain,  his  majesty  can- 
not but  regret  that  the  emperor  of  Russia 
should  have  resorted  to  so  precipitate  and 
fatal  a  measure,  at  the  moment,  when  he 
had  received  distinct  assurances  that  his 
msyesty  was  makhig  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  to  fulfil  the  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  his  ally  (assurances  which  his  im- 
perial majesty  received  and  acknowledged 
with  apparent  confidence  and  satisfaction); 
and  when  his  majesty  was,  in  fact,  prepared 
to  employ ,  for  the  advancement  of  the 
common  objects  of  the  war,  those  forces 
which,  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  employing  to  discon- 
cert a  combination  directed  against  his  own 
immediate  interests  and  security. — ^The 
vexation  of  Russian  commerce  by  Great 
Britain  is,  m  truth,  little  more  than  an 
imaginary  grievance.  Upon  a  diligent  ex- 
amination, made  by  his  majesty's  command, 
of  the  records  of  the  British  court^  of  ad- 
miralty, there  has  been  discovered  only  a 
solitary  instance  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  of  the  condemnation  of  a  vessel 
really  Russian :  a  vessel  which  had  carried 
naval  stores  to  a  port  of  the  common  ene- 
my. There  are  but  few  instances  of  Rus- 
sian vessels  detained  :  and  none  in  which 
justice  has  been  refused  to  a  party  regular«- 
ly  complaining  of  such  detention.  It  is 
therefore  matter  of  surprize  as  well  as  of 
concern  to  his  majesty  that  the  emperor  of 
Russia  should  have  condescended  to  bring 
forward  a  complaint  which,  as  it  cannot  be 
seriously  felt  by  those  in  whose  behalf  it  is 
urged,  might  appear  to  be  intended  to 
countenance  those  exaggerated  declama* 
tionS|  by  i0vbich  France  perseveringly  en- 
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deavoun  to  inflame  the  jealousy  of  other 
countries^  and  to  justify  her  own  inveterate 
animosibry  against  Great  Britain. — The 
peace  of  Tilsit  was  followed  hy  an  offer  of 
mediation  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  for  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France;  which 
it  is  asserted  that  his  majesty  refused. — 
His  majesty  did  not  refuse  the  mediation 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia  :  altliough .  the 
offer  of  it  was  accompanied  by  circumstan- 
ces of  concealment  which  might  well  have 
justified  his  refusal.  The  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit  were  not  communicated  to 
his  majesty  :  and  specifically  that  article  of 
the  treaty,  in  virtue  of  which  the  mediation 
H-as  proposed,  and  which  prescribed  a  li- 
mited time  for  the  return  of  his  majesty's 
answer  to  that  proposal.  And  his  majesty 
was  thus  led  into  an  apparent  compliance 
with  a  limitation  ^  offensive  to  the  dignity 
of  an  independent  sovereign.  But  the 
answer  so  returned  by  his  majesty  was  not 
a  refusal.  It  was  a  conditional  acceptance. 
The  conditions  required  by  his  majesty  were, 
—a  statement  of  the  basis  upon  which  the 
enemy  was  disposed  to  treat ;  and  a  com- 
munication of  the  articles  of  the  peace  of 
Tibit.  The  first  of  these  conditions  was 
precisely  the  same  which  the  emperor  of 
Russia  had  himself  annexed  not  four  months 
before  to  his  own  acceptance  of  the  proffer- 
ed mediation  of  the  emperor  of  Austria. 
The  secoad  was  one  which  his  majesty 
would  have  had  a  right  to  require  even 
as  the  ally  of  his  imperial  majesty ;  but 
which  it  would  have  been  highly  improvi- 
dent to  omit,  when  he  was  invited  to  con- 
fide to  his  imperial  m^esty  the  care  of  his 
honour  and  of  his  interests. — But  even  if 
these  conditions  (neither  of  which  has  been 
fulfilled,  although  the  fulfilment  of  them 
faasheen  repeatedly  required  by  his  msyesty's 
ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh)  had  not 
been  m  themselves  perfectly  natural  and 
necessary  ;  there  were  not  wanting  consi- 
derations which  might  have  warranted  his 
inajesty  in  endeavouring,  with  more  than 
oidinary  anxiety,  to  ascertain  the  views  and 
intentions  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and 
tile  precise  nature  and  efiect  of  the'new  re- 
lations which  his  imperial  majesty  had  con- 
tacted.— ^The  complete  abandonment  of 
the  uiterests  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  (who 
had  twice  rejected  proposals  of  separate 
peace,  from  a  strict  adherence  to  his  en- 
gagements with  his  imperial  ally  J  and  the 
clarBcter  of  those  provisions  which  the 
emperor  of  Russia  was  contented  to  make 


for  his  own  interests  in  the  negothitions  of 
Tilsit,  presented  no  encouraging  prospect 
of  the  result  of  any  exertions  which  his 
imperial  majesty  might  be  disposed  to  em- 
ploy in  favour  of  Great  Britam. — It  is  not, 
whue  a  French  army  stfll  occupies  and  lays 
waste  the  remaining  dommions  of  the  kin^ 
of  Prussia,  in  spite  of  the  stipulations  of 
the  Prussian  treaty  of  Tilsit ;  while  contri^ 
butions  are  arbitrarily  exacted  by  France 
from  that  remnant  of  the  Prussian  monar- 
chy, such  as,  in  its  entire  and  most  flou- 
rishing state,  the  Prussian  monarchy  would 
have  been  unable  to  discharge  ;  while  the 
surrender  is  demanded,  in  time  of  peace, 
of  Prussian  fortresses,  which  had  not  been 
reduced  during  the  war;  and  while  the 
power  of  France  is  exercised  over  Prussia 
with  such  shameless  tyranny,  as  to  designate 
and  demand  for  instant  death,  individuals, 
subjects  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  and  resi- 
dent in  his  dominions,  upon  a  charge  of 
disrespect  towards  the  French  government; 
-T-it  is  not  while  all  these  things  are  done 
and  suffered,  under  the  eyes  of  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  and  without  his  interferenpe 
on  behalf  of  his  ally,  that  his  majesty  can 
feel  himself  called  upon  to  account  to 
Europe,  for  having  hesitated  to  repose  an 
unconditional  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of 
his  imperial  majesty's  mediation. — Nor; 
even  if  that  mediation  had  taken  full  effect, 
if  a  peace  had  been  concluded  under  it,  and 
that  peace  guaranteed  by  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty, could  liis  majesty  have  placed  hnpli- 
cit  reliance  fon  the  stability  of  any  such  ar- 
rangement, after  having  seen  the 'emperor 
of  Russia  openly  transfer  to  France  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Ionian  republic,  the  in- 
dependence of  which  his  imperial  majesty 
had  recently  and  solemnly  guarauteed.— - 
But  while  the  alledged  rejection  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia's  mediation,  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  is  stated  as  a  just 
ground  of  his  imperial  majesty's  resent- 
ment ;  his  majesty's  request*  of  that  media- 
tion, for  the  re-establishment  of  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Denmark,  is  re- 
presented as  an  insult  which  it  was  beyond 
the  bounds  of  his  imperial  majesty's  mo- 
deration to  endure. — His  majesty  feels 
himself  under  no  obligation  to  offer  any 
atonement  or  apology  to  tlie  emperor  of 
Russia  for  the  expedition  agamst  Copenha. 
gen.  It  is  not  for  those  who  were  parties 
to  the'secret  arrangements  of  Tilnt,  to  de- 
mand satisfaction  for  a  measure  to  which 
those  arrangements  gave  rise,  and  by  which 
one  of  the  objects  of  theni  has  been  hap- 
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pily  defeated. — ^His  majesty's  jostifiQaitioQ 
of  the  expedition  against  Copenhagen  13 
before  the  world,  l^e  t)eclaration  of  the 
emperor  of  Russia  would  supply  whatever 
was  wanting  in  it ;  if  any  thmg  could  be 
wanting  to  convince  the  most  incredulous  of 
the  urgency  of  that  necessity  under  whi^h 
his  majesty  acted. — But  until  the  Itu^iaa 
declaration  was  published,  his  majesty  had 
no  reason  to  suspect  that  any  opinions 
which  the  emperor  of  Russia  might  enter- 
tain of  the  transactions  at  Copenhagen 
could  be  such  as  to  preclude  his  imperial 
majesty  from  undertaking,  at  the  request 
of  Great  Britain,  that  same  office  of  me- 
diator, which  he  had  assumed  with  so 
much  alacrity  on  the  behalf  of  France, 
nor  can  his  majesty  forget  that  the  first 
symptoms  of  reviving  confidence,  since 
the  peace  of  Tilsit,  the  only  prospect  of 
«uccess  in  the  endeavours  of^^his  majesty's 
ambassador  to  restore  the  ancient  good 
widerstanding  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia,  appeared  when  the  intelligence  of 
the  siege  of  Copenhagen  had  been  recently 
received  at  St.  Petersburg. — The  invio- 
li^ility  of  the  Baltick  sea,  and  the  reci- 
procal guaranties  of  the  powers  that  border 
npon  it,  guaranties  said  to  have  been  c<m- 
tracted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  British 
government,  are  stated  as  aggravation  of 
nis  majesty's  proceedings  in  the  Baltick. 
It  cannot  be  intended  to  lepreseat  his  ma- 
J08ty  as  hajiriiig  bA,  any  time  acquiesced  in 
the  principles  upon  which  the  inviolability 
of  the  Baltick  is  maintained  ;  however  his 
majesity  may  at  particular  periods  have 
lbrborne>  for  special  reasons  influencing 
his  conduct  aJb  the  tinpke,  to  act  in  contra- 
dicti«A  to  the^i.  Such  forbearance  never 
could  haye  applied  b\it  to  a  state  of  peace 
and  real  neutrality  in  the  north ;  and  his 
majesty  B3L08t  assuredly  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  recur  to  it,  after  France  has  been 
sufl^red  ,to  establish  herself  in  undisputed 
sovereignty  along  the  whole  coast  of  the 
Baltick  sea  from  Dantzig  to  Lubeck.-^- 
But  the  higher  the  value  which  the  em- 
peror of  Russia  places  on  the  engagements 
i?especting  the  tranquillity  of  the  Baltick, 
which  he.  des<v'ibes  himself  as  inheriting 
from  his  immediate  predecessors,  the  em- 
press Catherine  and  the  emperor  Paul,  the 
less  justly  can  his  imperial  majesty  resent 
the  appeal  made  to  him  by  his  majesty  as 
the  guarantee  of  the  peace  to  be  concluded 
between  Oies^t  Britain  and  Denmark.  In 
makitig  that  appeal,  w^th  the  utmost  con- 
fidence and  sincerity,  his  majesty  neither 
intended^  nor  can  ne  imagine  that  he  of- 


fered, any  insult  to  the  emperor  of  Russia. 
Nor  can  his  msyesty  conceive  that,  in  pro- 
po^g  to  the  Prince  Royal  terms  of  peace, 
such  as  the  most  successful  war  on  the 
part  of  Denmark  could  hardly  have  been 
exjjected  to  extort  from  Great  Britain,  his 
maj.  rendered  ^limself  liable  to  the  imputa- 
tion, either  of  exaspers^ting  the  resentment, 
or  of  outraging  the  dignity,  of  Denmark. — 
His  majesty  nas  thus  replied  to  all  the 
different  accusations  by  which  the  Russian 
government  labours  to  justify  the  rupture 
of  a  connection  which  has  subsisted  for 
ages,  with  reciprocal  advantage  to  Great 
Britain  and  Russia ;  and  attempts  to  dis- 
guise the  operation  of  that  external  influ- 
ence by  which  Russia  is  driven  into  unjust 
hostilities  for  interests  not  her  own. — 
The  Russian  declaration  proceeds  to  an- 
nounce the  several  conditions  on  which 
alone  these  hostilities  can  be  terminated, 
and  the  intercourse  of*  the  two  countries 
renewed. — His  majesty  has  already  had 
occasion  to  assert  that  justice  has  in  no 
instance  been  denied  to  the  claims  of  his 
imperial  majesty's  subjects. — ^The  termi- 
nation of  the  war  with  Denmark  has  been 
so  anxiously  sought  by  his  mstjesty,  that 
it  cannot  be  necessary  for  his  majesty  to 
renew  any  professions  upon  that  subject: 
But  his  m^esty  is  at  a  loss  to  recpncile  th^ 
emperor  of  &issia's  present  anxiety  for 
the  complejbion  of  such  an  arrangement, 
with  his  imperial  majesty's  reciMit  refusal 
to  contribute  his  good  .o*&;es  /[or  efjLecting 
it. — 'The  requisition  of  his  imperial  maie.sty 
for  the  immediate  conclusion,  by  his  ma- 
jesty, of  a  peace  with  France,  is  as  extra- 
ot*dinary  in  the  substance,  as  it  is  oftensive 
in  the  manner.  His  majesty  has  at  no 
time  declined  to  treat  with  !« ranee,  when 
Franoe  has  piofessed  a  willingness  to  ti^at 
on  an  admissible  basis,  j^d  the  e^jcnperor 
of  Russia  cannot  fail  to  remem^ber  that  the 
last  negociation  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  was  broken  off)  upon  points  imme-r 
diately  affecting,  not  his  majesty's  own 
interests,  but  those  of  his  imperial  ally. 
But  his  majesty  neither  understands  nor 
will  headinit  the  pretension  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia  to  dictate  the  time,  or  the  mode, 
of  his  niajesty's  pacific  negociations  with 
other  powers.  It  never  will  be  eijdured  by 
his  majesty  that  any  government  shall 
indemnify  itself  for  the  humiliation  of 
subserviency  to  France,.by  the  adoption  of 
an  insulting  and  perenaptory  tone  towards 
Great  Britain. — His  majesty  proclaims  . 
anew  it^se  pirinciples  of  maritime  law, 
against  whieh  the  armed  neutrality,  under 
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the  atiiplces  df  the  empress  ^afbenne,  was 
origfnally  directed ;  and  against  Irhich 
the  present  hostilities  of  Russia  aie  de- 
nounced. Those  principles  have  bfeeh 
recognized  and  acted  upon  in  the  best 
periods  of  the  history  of  Enrofje  :  ahd 
acted  upon  by  ho  power  with  more  strict- 
ness and  severity  than  by  Russia  herself 
in  the  reign  of  \he  empress  Catherine,^ — 
Those  principles  it  is  the  right  and  the 
duty  of  'his  majesty  to  maintain  :  and 
against  every  confederacy  his  mdjesty  is 
determined,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  to  maintain  them.  ITiey  have 
it  all  times  contributed  essentially  to  the 
support  of  the  maritime  pbwer  of  Great 
Britain ;  but  they  are  become  incalculably 
more  valuable  and  important  at  a'period 
when  the  ni^ritime  pow6r  of  Great  Bri- 
tain constitutes  the  sole  remaining  bul- 
wark against  the  ovenvhelming  usurpations 
of  France  ;  the  only  refuge  to  which  other 
nations  may  yet  resort,  in  happier  times, 
fbr  assistance  and  protection. — ^When  the 
opportunity  for  peace  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Rus^a  shall  arrive,  his  majesty 
will  embrace  it  ^-ith  eagerness.  The  ar- 
rangements of  such  a  negociatioh  ^vill  not 
be  difficult  or  complicated.  His  majesty, 
as  he  has  nothring' to  Concede,  so  lie  lias 
noAtbg  to  refqttire :  satined,  if  Rus^ 
rfiall  tfiaiAfifest  a  disposition  to  i*et<im  to' 
her  ancient  feelings  of  friend^ip  totrai»ds 
Great  Britain  ;  'to  a  just  t^ottfeidferaJtiin  '6f 
her'o'wn  true  ihtfetests  ;  and  to  a  sense"  of 
her  owl:i  dignity  fcs  'an  ind^^rendtfftt  Utfticfe.' 

Mr.  WhiiWedd  irtqtiir^;  Whcft*ter  if  li^s' 
the  initenticfn  dfhh  Wkjeisk/s  ministc*rs  to 
submit  to  the  house  shniy  ^ropo^ldn, 
foand<5d  ujjon  the  abore  Papers  ? 

Mr.  'SecVctary  Cknhmg  V^Wfed,  thfet  Tie^^ 
was  not  aware  of  any  such  intention. 

Mr.  \ffiHhtad  then  gave  "n*^^,  ^at 
after  a  sufficient  thfte  Md'^l^psed  to  ^ive 
thetneinbers  an  dppot*tunity  of  duly4nV6s- 
ngatmg  the  contests  -of  thtsfse  Php^,  "he 
should  move  sdfhe  proposition,  Whidh 
wooMlttiiig  th^hottte'dir^tly  to  ^e  tioJht 
of  ihc  prypriety,  flft  *the  p*r^rit'time,yff  #ft-^^ 
tering  idto  a  ite^oci^itibn  VHh  •R'an^ce, 

wished  to  laicitv^  "whether  his  maj^stj^ 
ministefrs  'had  itty  objectibns "to  ^he  imme- 
diate j}toduction  of  the  ptdgdsition'th'ade 
by  'this  cotiritiy,  for  the  Medfetidn  of 
Barisia, 'between  Ore^t  Britain 'and  Beti- 
mark;  ^d  of  the  ^Ans^er  ift^de  'hereto. 

Sfr:  Secretary  Cahnikjg  ^replied,  'th\t 
mKjnesthJn^b'ly   bfis   ihajesty's  'initiiiftei's 


d6uld  have  no  ^jectioh  to  liiftitsh  the 
house  with  whatcfver  information  actually' 
existed  on  the  subject  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.  For  this  purpose  he  wa* 
desirous  that  the  right  hon.  gent.  <s1ioUk! 
shape  his  motion  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
might  apply  to  papers  actually  in  exist- 
ence. If  the  right  hon.  gent,  meant  t<y 
move  for  any  official  instruction  cw  the 
subject,  he  could  inform '  him  that  no  such 
existed  5  but  if  he  confined  his  motion, 
sitnply  for  the  proposal  that  had  been 
made  to  the  court  of  Russia  on  the  subject 
of  mediation  with  Denmark,  with  the 
result  of  that  proposal,  to  such  a  motion 
there  could  be  no  possible  objection. 
Mr.  Ponstmh^  expressed   his  wish  fo 

*  shA^e  his  ihbl^on,  so  as  to  attaih  the  object 
he  idesired.    The  rigfct  hon,  gent,  must 

.  certainly  be  bett^er  informed  6n  the  ob- 
ject   mn  'he  Vras ;    but    he    confessed 
he  could  Yidt  tmderstand  how  any  propo- 
:  sitioh  <;ottM  be^ade  to  the  coArt-ofPeters- 
byirgh,  without  official  instructions  to  our 
'ambassador.    The  answer,  tooy  must  be 
'  official,  'And  assuredly  *ll  Ifiete   paper*' 
I  might  be=  forth  c^Mning.— -After'^me  fur- 
'  ther  conversation,  it  was  agreed  to  draw 
u^'a  mdtion  ih  concert,  Vhich  wasdoAe, 
'  asf)n6^s :  "That  an  hum  We  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  be  will  be 

•  gt^cioudy  pleased  to  give  d^recti^ns,  that 
'  Siere  be  laid  before  "^is  bctase.  Copies  or 

Ex^tfacfts  of  sudh  parts  of  t%e  Correspon- 
dence 'b^^efen  bis  majesfy^s  secretary  of 
state  ^ehd  his  majesty's  minister  at  the 
'  cotrt  of  St.  PeleWburgb,'as  telsfte  to  the 
'  request,  <!m  the  part  of  Ms  majesty,  of  his 
'  iwfpferial  m^Qe^'s  Mediation  fbr  the  Res- 
^  toritten  of  Peace  between  his  majesty  and 
the  ^owtt  of  D^ntnark/' 

'OftbEas'VNfCoiTNdlL   RELATIVE   TO  Neu- 

TRkt.VfessBls,«cc.]  The  HhaneeUor  of  ^ke 
J?A'(*e|jTM'er  presented  to  the  house,  by  his 
majesty's  command,  the  foll<f<Ving  Papers, 
viz. 

<5R!**IS  IN  COITOCIL, 

PRESENTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS,  BY  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
•     COMMAND,  JAN.  26,  1808. 

OiiwSR  'in  Council ;  prohibiting  IVade 
to 'be  carried  on  between  Port  and 
Pmt'of  Coontries  under  the  domini^mi 
or'usiiepedcontroul'tif  France  and  her 
'AHieB. 

Ai  the  Court  i^t  the  Queen^s  Palace,  ^ 
7tb*of  Jttttuafy  1^07  ;  Present,  The  King's 
AMst  fexceHent  Majesty  in  cO\Jih(*ii.-i- 
Wh^^fete  'the  -Frtneh   gbvefwneht   Iftts 
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iflAied  certain  Orders,  which,  in  violation 
oCthe  usages  of  war,  purport  to  prohibit 
the  Commerce  of  all  Neutral  Nations  with 
liis  majest3r's  dominicms,  and  also  to  pre- 
vent such  nations  from  trading  with  any- 
other  country,  in  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produ(;;e,  or  manufacture  of  his  majesty^s 
dominions  :  and  whereas  the  said  govern- 
ment has  also  taken  upon  itself  to  declare 
all  his  majesty's  dominions  to  be  in  a  st^ite 
of  blockade,  at  a  time  when  the  fleets  of 
France  and  her  allies  ar^  themselves  con- 
fined within  their  own  ports  by  the  supe- 
rior valour  and  dlsciphne  of  the  British 
navy  :  and  whereas  such  attempts  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  would  give  to  his  ma- 
jesty an  unquestionable  right  of  retaliation, 
and  would  warrant  his  majesty  in  enforcing 
the  same  prohibition  of  all  cotnmerce  with 
France,  which  that  power  vainly  hopes  to 
effect  against  the  commerce  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  ;  a  prohibition  which  the 
superiority  of  his  majesty's  naval  forces 
might  enable  him  to  support,  by  actually 
investing  the  ports  and  coasts  of  the  enemy 
with  numerous  squadrons  and  cruisers^  so 
as  to  make  the  entrance  or  approach 
thereto  manifestly  dangerous:  and  whereas 
his  majeisty,  though  unwilling  to  follow 
the  example  of  his  enemies,  by  proceeding 
to  an  extremity  so  distressing  to  all  nations 
not  engaged  in  the  war,  and  carrying  on 
their  accustomed  trade,  yet  feels  himself 
bound  by  a  due  regard  to  the  just  defence 
of  the  rights  and  interests  of  his  people, 
not  to  sufler  such  measures  to  be  taken  by 
the  enemy,  without  taking  some  steps  on 
his  part  to  restrain  this  violence,  and  to 
retort  upon  them  the  evils  of  their  own 
injustice :  his  majesty  is  thereupon  pleased, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered. 
That  no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  trade 
from  one  port  to  another,  both  which  ports 
shall  belong  to  or  be  in  the  possession  of 
France  or  her  allies,  or  shall  be  so  far 
under  their  controul,  as  that  British  vessels 
may  not  freely  trade  thereat :  and  the 
commanders  of  his  majesty's  ships  of  war 
and  privateers  shall  be,  and  are  hereby 
instructed  to  warn  every  neutral  vessel 
coming  from  any  such  port,  and  destined 
to  another  such  port,  to  discontinue  her 
voyage,  and  not  to  proceed  to  any  such 
port ;  and  any  vessel  after  being  so  warned, 
or  any  vessel  coming  from  any  such  port, 
after  a  reasonable  time  shall  haire  been 
afforded  for  receiving  information  of  this 
jiis  majesty's  Order,  which  sjiall  be  found 
prpdeeding  to  another  such  port,  shall  be 


csiptursd  and  brought  in,  and,  together: 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  condemned  as 
lawful  prize  :  and  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  statCi  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the 
high.court  of  admiralty,  and  courts  of  vice 
admiralty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures herein  as  to  them  shall  respectively 
appertain.'     .     (Signed)      Wm.  Fawkner. 
Order  in  Council ;  approving  Draught 
of  an  additional  Instruction  to  the 
Commanders  of  His  Majesty's  Ships 
of  War  and  Privateers,  directing  that 
Neutral  Vessels,  laden  with  Cargoes 
consisting  of  the  Articles  therein  enu- 
merated, coming  for  importation  to 
any  Port  of  the   United   Kingdom 
(provided  they  shall  not  be  coming 
from  any  Port  in  a  state  of  strict  and 
rigorous  Blockade),  shall  not  be  in- 
terrupted ;  and  that  in  case  any  such 
Articles  shall  be  brought  for  Adjudi- 
cation before  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, or  any  C/»urt  of  Vice  Admi- 
ralty, the  same  shall  be  forthwith 
liberated,  upon  a  Claim  being  given 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Merchant  or 
Merchants  to  whom   such   Articles 
shall  be  coming  for  Importation. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
4th  of  Feb.   1807;  present,  the  King's 
most   excellent    Majesty    in    Council. — 
Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the 
Board,  the  annexed  Draught  of  an  Addi- 
tional Instruction  to  the  commanders  of 
his  majesty's  ships  of  war  and  privateers, 
directing  that  they  do  not  interhipt  Neu- 
tral Vessels  laden  with  Cargoes  consisting 
of  the  Articles  thereinafter  enumerated, 
coming  for  importation  to  any  port  of  the 
united  kingdom  (provided  tney  are  not 
coming  from  any  port  in  a  state  of  strict 
and  rigorous  Blockade)  ;  and  in  case  any 
such  vessel,  so  coming  with  such  articles, 
shall  be  brought  for  adjudication  before 
the  high  court  of  admiralty,  or  any  court 
of  vice  admiralty,  that  the  same  shall  be 
forthwith  liberated,  upon  a  claim  being 
given  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  merchant  or 
merchants  to  whom    such    Articles   are 
coming  for  Importation :  his  majesty  tak- 
ing the  said  Draught  of  Additional   In- 
struction into  consideration,  was  pleased, 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to 
approve   thereof;  and   to  order,  as  it  is 
hereby  ordered.  That  the  right  hon.    earl 
Spencer,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  do  cause  the  said   In- 
struction to  be  prepared   for  his  majesty's 
royal  signature.       (Signed)  W,  FAWKNERic 
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DfiAUdirr  of  aoi  Additional  iastructictti 
to  the  Commaaders  of  oiir  Skips  of 
War  and  Privateers. 
Our  will  and  pkasare  is.  That  yov  do 
1M»t  intemipt  Neutral  Veisels  iadeowith 
cargoes  contistin^  of  the  Articles  herein* 
after  enamerated,  coming  for  Importation 
to  anv  port  of  our  united  kingdom  (pro* 
▼idea  they  are  not  coming  from  any  port 
in  a  state  of  itrict  &nd  rigorous  blockade) ; 
mnd  in  case  anv  such  vessel  ua  coming 
frith  such  Articles,  shall  be  brousht  for 
adjudteatimi  before  our  high  court  <»  admi- 
ralty, or  any  court  of  rice  admiralty,  we 
liereby  direct  that  the  same  shall  be  forth- 
with liberated/  upon  a  claim  being  gi^en 
by  ^  on'  behalf  of  the  merchant  or  mer- 
chants to  whom.sach  j\rticles  are  comii^ 
for  Importation.  ^ 

£nunieratioa  of  Articles. 
'  Grain,  vis.  com,  meal,  and  flour,  (if 
infiortable  according  to  the  provisions  of 
tho  com  laws) ;  ricti,  Spanish  wool,  Mo- 
4iair  yam,  madder  and  madder  roots, 
smalts,  shumack,  argd,  galls,  cream  of 
tartar,  safflower,  valone,.  brimstone,  Span- 
ish wine,  indigo,  saffiron,  verdigrease, 
cochiueal,  orchella  weed,  coik,  olive  oil, 
fitnt,  aahes^  juniper  berries,  barilla ; 
organs'uied,  thrown^  and  raw  silk  (not 
ben^  of  the  production  of  t^  East  Indies 
or  China)  ;  quicksilver,  bullion  coined 
a«d  uncoined ;~  goat,  kid,  and  lamb 
skhM ;  rags,  oak  bark,  fiax,  seeds,  oil  of 
tnrpendQe,  pitch,  hemp>  timber,  fir,  oak, 
«ak  plank,  masts,  andyards. 

OaDKE  in  Council;  i^roving  Drauglit 
of  Additional  Instructions  directing 
U^at  the  Ships  and  Goods  belonging 
.  to  the  Inhabttonts  of  Hamburjgh,  Bre- 
meii^  and  other  places  and  cnrntries 
im  tbe  north  of  Germany,  which  Ves- 
sels and  Goods  shall  be  mg^ged  in 
the  TtzAi  to  or  from  the  Ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  shall,  until  further 
Older,  be  nrored  to  pass  free  and  un- 
molested, kc, 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
1 9th  of  Feb.  1S07 ;   present,  the  King's 
most   excellent  Majesty   in   Councii.^ — 
Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the 
booffd  the  annexod  dranght  of  Additional 
instracttons  to  the  commanders  of  ships  of 
war  p»A  privateers,  and  to  the  judge  of 
ike  high  court  of  admiralty,  and  the  judges 
of  the  eourts  of  vice-admiralty,  directing, 
that  the  ships  and  goods  belonging  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and 
ociMr  places  and  countnes  in  the  north 
.  rfflsamany,  wkick  vessels  and,  wo^  shall 
.    VouX. 


be  employed  in  a  trade  to  or  from  th# 
ports  of  the  unite^4  kingdom,  shs^U  until 
farther  order,  be  suffered  to  pass  fte^ 
and  immolested,  oc^withsl;anjing  that  thst 
said  couiitries  are  or  may  be  in  the  pos^ 
session  of  under  the  controul  of  Franc« 
and  her  allies;  and  that  all  such  ships  a^ 
goods  so  trading,  which  may  have  been 
already  detained,  shall  be  forthwith  Hbo- 
rated,  ^nd  restored:  his  rasyesty,  taking 
the  said  draught  of  .additional  instructions 
ii^  consideration,  was  pleased,  withi  tl^a 
advice  of  his  privy  council,  to  approve 
ther^  5  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  or-* 
dered.  That  the  right  hoaaourabk  eacj 
Speticer,  one  of  his  majesty's  pripcipal 
secretaries  of  gtate,  do  cause, the  said  ad- 
ditional ia<$truetions  .to  be  prepared  for 
his  majesty's  royal  sigimture. 

(Signed)      W.  Fawkeheh. 
Additiomal  InsTaucTioNs  to  the  Com* 
manders  of  Ships  of  War  and  PrivS'- 
teers,  to  the  Judge  of  the  High  Court 
of  Admiralty,  and  the  Judgfes  of  the 
courts  of  Vice  Admiralty.  Given,  &cu 
Our  will  and  pleasure  is.  That  the  ships 
and  goods  beloia^iog  to  the  inhabitants^ 
Hamburgh,  Bremen*  and  pther  plac?es  and 
countries  in  the  north  of  Germany,  which 
vessels  and  goods  shall  be  ^wployed  in  a  . 
trade  to  <»:  from  the  ports  of  oor  united 
kingdom,  shall,  until  further  order,  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  &€e  and  unmolested,  notr 
withstanding  that  the  said  countries  are  or 
may  be  in  the  posses^o^  or  under  the  c<^- 
troul  of  France  and  her  allies;  and  all 
such  sh^M  imd  goods  so  trading  which 
may  have  been  already  detained,  shall 
be  fortiiwith  liberated  and  restored. 
(^DES  in  Council ;  directing,  that  all 
Vessels  under  ^  flag  of  Meeklen- 
burgh,  Ohienburgh,  Fapenburgb,  or 
Kniphausen,  shall  be  forthwith  warned 
not  to  trade  in  future  at  any  hostile 
Port,  unless  such  vessels  shall  be  going 
from  or  coming  toa  Port  of  the  Unit^id  . 
Kingdom,  &c. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace*  the 
.19th  of  August  1807 ;  present,  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty  in  Council. — His 
mi^esty,  tsdciinginto  consideration  the  mea- 
sures recently  resorted  to  by  the  enemy 
for  distressing  the  commerce  of  the  united 
kingdom,  is  pleased,  by  and  with  advice 
of  his  privy  council,  to  order,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordered.  That  all  vessel  under  the 
flag  of  MockIenburgb>  Oldenburgh,  Pa- 
penbur^,  or  Kniphausen,  shall  be  forth- 
with warned  not  to  trade  in  future  at  any. 
hostijn  port,  iml^as  suf  h  vesaels  sh»y  be 
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going  from  or  coming  to  a  port  of  the 
united  kingdom ;  an4  in  case-  any  such 
vessel,  after  having  been  so  warned,  shall 
be  found  trading,  or  to  have  traded  after 
such  warning  \  ^or  in  case  any  vessel  or 
goods;  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  such 
countries,  after  the  expiration  of  6  weeks 
from  the  date  of  this  order,  shall  be  found 
trading,  or  to  have  traded  after  such  6 
Weeks  have  expired,  at  any  hostilie  pcMrt, 
such  vessel  and  goods,  ijnless  going  from 
or  coming  to  a  port  of  the  united  king- 
dom, shall  be  seized  and  brought  in  for 
legal  adjudication,  and  shall  be  condemned 
a^  lawful  prize  to  his  majesty :  and  his  ma- 
jesty's principal  secretaries  of  state,  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  and 
the  judge  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty, 
and  judges  of  the  courts  of  vice  admiralty, 
are  to  take  the  necessary  measures  herem 
as  to  them  may  respectively  appertain. 
(Signed)  Steph.  Cottrell. 

OftDEft  in  Council ;  containing  certain 
Regulations  under  which  the  Trade 
to  and  from  the  enemies  Country  shall 
be  carried  on. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen^s  Palace,  the 
11th  Nov.  1807  :  present,  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty  in  Council. — ^Whereas 
articles  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of 
foreign  countries  carmot  by  law  be  im- 
ported into  this  country,  except  in  British 
ships,  or  in  ships  belonging  to  the  coun- 
tries of  which  such  articles  are  the  growth 
aiid  manufacture,  without  an  Oraer  in 
council  specially  authorizing  the  same  : — 
His  majesty,  taking  into  ccmsideration  the 
Order  of  this  day's  date,  respecting  the 
trade  to  be  carried  on  to  and  frxjm  the 
ports  of  the  enemy,  and  deeming  it  expe- 
dient that  any  vessel,  belonging  to  any 
country  in  alliance  ■  or  at  amity  with  his 
majesty,  may  be  permitted  to  import  into 
thia  country  articles  of  the  produce  or 
maiiufacture  of  countries  at  war  with  his 
majesty : — His  majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  privy  council,  is  therefore* 

? leased  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
'hat  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes, 
specified  and  included  in  the  schedule  of 
an  act,  passed  in  the  43rd  year  of  hisi  pre- 
sent majesty's  reign,f intituled,  '*  an  act  to 
repeal  the  duties  of  customs  payable  in 
Great  Britain,  and  to  grant  other  duties  in 
lieu  thereof,"  may  be  imported  from  ahy 
port  or  place  belonging  to  any  state  not 
at  amity  with  his  majesty,  in  ship?  bel^g- 
irig  to  any^tate  at  amity  with  his  i^esty 
subject  to  ll|ft  payment  of  such  duties,  and 
\  to  sucfr  djrawbaoks,  as  arc  ^w  esta- 
'^4'  • 


liable  1 


blished  by  law  upon  thfe  importation  of 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or'  merchandize, 
in  ships  navigated  accwding  to  laV:  and 
with  respect  to  such  of  the  said  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  as  are  authorized 
to  be  warehoused  under  the  provisions  of 
an  act,  passed  in  the  43rd  year  of  his  pre- 
sent majesty's  reign,  intituled,  "  an  act 
for  permitting  certain  goods  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  to  be  secured  in  warehouses 
without  payment  of  duty,"  subject  to  all 
the  regulations  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
act;  and  with  respect  to  all^articles  which 
are  prohibited  by  law  from  being  imparted 
into  this  country,  it  is  ordered.  That  the 
same  shall  be  reported  for  exportation  to 
any  country  in  amity  or  alliance  with  his 
majesty. — ^And  his  majesty  is  frirther 
pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered.  That  all,  vessels  which  shall  ar- 
rive at  any  port  of  the  United  kingdom, 
or  at  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  or  Malta,  in 
consequence  of  having  been  warned  pur- 
suant to  the  aforesaid  Order,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  receiving  information  in  any 
othermanner  ^f  the  said  Order,  subsequent 
to  their  having  taken  on  board  any  part  of 
their  cargoes,  whether  previous^  or  8\;ibse- 
quent  to  their  sailing,  shall  be  permitted 
to  report  their  cargoes  for  exportajtion,  and 
shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  upon  their 
voyages  to  their  original  ports  of  destina- 
tion (if  not  unlavirful  before  the  issuing;  of 
the  order)  or  to  any  port  at  amity  withhis 
majesty,  upon  receivmg  a  certificate  frt>m 
the  collector  or  comptroller  of  the^ust<mis 
at  the  port  at  which  they  shall  so  enter 
(which  certificate  the  said  collectors  s^d 
comptrollers  of  the.cust(»ns  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  give)  set- 
tmg  forth,  that  such  vessels  came  into 
such  port  in  consequence  of  being  so 
warned,  or  of  receiving  such  information 
as  aforesaid,  and  that  they  were  permitted 
to  sail  from  such  port  imder  the  regula- 
tions which  his  majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  establish  in  respect  to  such  vessels :  but 
in  case  any  vessel  so  arriving  shall  prefer 
to  import  her  cargo,  then  such  vessel  shall 
be  allowed  to  enter  and  import  the  same, 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  said 
cargo  might  have  been  imported  upon,  ac- 
cording to  law,  in  case  the  sa^d  vessel  had 
sailed  after  havi^g  received  notice  of  the 
said  Order,  and  m  conformity  thereto.-*- 
And  it  is  further  ordered.  That  all  vessels 
ich  shall  arrive  at  any  port  of  the  united 
igdom,  or  at  Gibraltar,  or  Malta,  in  con- 
iiity  and  obedience  to  the  said  Ordefj 
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rimll  be  allowed,  in  respect  to  all  articles 
which  may  be  on  board  the  same,  except 
sugar,  coffee,  wine,  brandy,  snufi^  and  to- 
bacco, to  clear  out  to  any  port  whatever, 
to  be  specified  in  such  clearance ;  and, 
with  res^)ect  to  the  last  mentioned  articles, 
to  export  the  same  to  such  ports  and  under 
such  conditions  and  regulations  only  as 
his  msyesty,  by  any  licence  to  be  granted 
for  that  purpose,  may  direct. — ^And  the 
right  hon.  the  lords  commissioners  of  his 
majesty's  treasury,  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  the  lords  commission* 
erv  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the 
high  court  of  admiralty  and  courts  of  vice-^ 
admiralty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures herein,  as  to  them  shall  respectively 
appertain.  (Signed)  W.  Fawkener. 

Order  in  Council ;  declaring  the  future 
Sale  and  Transfer  of  enemies  Vessels 
to  the  Subjects  of  a  Neutral  Country, 
to  be  invalid. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
1 1th  Nov.  1807 ;  present,  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty  in  Council. — ^Whereas 
the  sale  of  ships  by  a  belligerent  to  a  neu- 
tral, is  considered  by  France  to  be  illegal : 
— And  whereas  a  great  part  of  the  ship- 
ping  of  France  and  her  allies  has  been 
protected  from  capture  during  the  present 
nosdlities  by  transfers,  or  pretended  trans- 
fer^ to  neutrals : — ^And  whereas  it  is  fiilly 
justifiable  to  adopt  the  same"  rule,  in  this 
respect,  towards  the  enemy,  which  is  ap- 
plied by  the  enemy  to  this  country : — ^His 
majesty  is  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  privy  council,  to  order,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordered.  That  in  future  the  sale  to 
a  neutral  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  his 
majesCy's  enemies  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
be  legal,  nor  in  any  manner  to  transfer  the 
property,  nor  to  alter  the  character  of  such 
vessel :  and  all  vessels  now  belonging,  or 
which  shall  hereafter  belong  to  any  enemy 
of  his  majesty,  notwithstanding  any  sale 
or  pretended  sale  to  a  neutral,  after  a  rea- 
sonable time  shall  have  elapsed  for  re- 
ceiving information  of  this  his  majesty's 
Order  at  the  plac^e  where  such  sale  or  pre- 
tended sale  wasefFected>  shall  be  captured 
and  brought  in,  and  shall  be  adjudged  as 
lawful  prize  to  the  captors. — ^And  the  right 
hon.  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  ma- 
jcsty^s  treasury,  his  majesty  prmcipal 
secretaries  of  state,  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the 

S^  court  of  admiralty  and  courts  of  vice 
miralty,  are  to  take  thei  ne<!;cs8ary  mea- 
iores  herehit  as  to  them  shall  respectively 
^>pertaiii«      '    (Signed)    W.Favvksngr. 


Order  in  Council ;  declaring  the  Do- 
*  minions  of  his  Majesty's  Enemies,, 
and  of  Countries  under  their  Controul, 
in  a  state  of  Blockade,  under  the  Ex- 
ceptions specified  in  the  said  Order. . 
At  the  Co\irt  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  tha 
1  Ith  Nov.  1807  ;  prespnt,  the  King's  rapst 
excellent  Majesty  in  Council. — ^Whereas 
certain  Orders,  establishing  an  unprece- 
dented system  of  warfare    against  thi^ 
kingdom,  and  aimed  especially  ^t  the  de- 
struction of  its  commerce  and  resources, 
were  some  time  since  issued  by  the  go* 
vernment  of  France,  by  which  "the  British 
islands  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade,"  thereby  aubjecting  to  capture 
and  condemnation  all  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes,  which  should  continue  to  trade 
with    his    majesty's    dominions  : — 'And 
whereas  by  the  same  Ordere,  "  all  trading 
in  English    merchandize    is    prohibited; 
and    every   article  of  merchandize  be- 
longing to  England,  or  coming  from  her 
colonies,  or  of  her  manufacture,  is  declared 
lawful  prize :" — ^And  whereas  the  nations 
in  alliance  with  France,  and  under  her 
controul,  were  required  to  give,  and  have 
given,  and  do  give,  eiFect  to  such  Orders : 
— ^And  whereas  his  majesty's  Order  of  the 
7th  of  January  last,  has  not  answered  the 
desired  purpose,  either  of  compelling  the 
enemy  to  recall  those  Ordei*s,  or  of  in- 
ducing neutral  natioiis  to  interpose,  with  . 
effect,  to  obtain  their  revocation ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  same  have  been  recently 
enforced   with    increased   rigour  : — ^And 
whereas  his  majesty,  under  these  circum- 
stances, finds  himself  compelled  to  take 
further  measures  for  asserting  and  vindi-* 
eating  his  just  rights,  and  for  supporting 
that  marifime  power  which  the  exertions 
and  valour  of  his  people  have,  under  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  enabled  him  to 
establish  and  maintain ;  and  the  mainte-, 
nance  of  which  is  not  more  essential  to  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  his  majesty's  do- 
minions, than  it  is  to  the  protection  of  such 
states  as  still  retain  their  independence, 
and  to  the  general  intercourse  and  happi- 
ness of  mankind : — His  majesty  is  there- 
fore pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
his  privy  council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered.  That  all  the  ports  and  places  of 
France   and  her  allies,  or  of  any  other 
country  at  war  with  his  majesty,  and  air 
other  ports  or  places  in  Europe,  from  which, 
although  not  at  war  with  his  majesty,  the 
British  flag  is  excluded,  and  all  ports  or 
places  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  his 
majesty's  eoemies^  #hall  from  henceforth 
K  2 
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he  Subject  to  the  same  redtiictions,'  m  point 
of  trade  and  navigation^  witk  the  excep- 
tions hereinaf^r  mentioneil,  as  if  the  same 
were  actually  bfeockaded  by  his  majesty's 
BQfral  fbrces^  in  the  most  strict  and  rigor- 
iHis  manner :  and  it  is  hereby  fardier  or- 
dered and  declared,  that  all  trade  in  nr- 
UplM  which  are  of  the  produce  or  manu- 
ftvctnre  of  tftie  said  conntri^iS  or  colonies, 
shall  be  deemed  and  considered  to  be  un- 
laMrful ;  and  that  every  vessel  tradn^  irom 
w  to  the  said  countries  or  colonies,  toge- 
ther with  all  goods  and  merchandize  on 
board>  and  all  articles  of  the  produce  or 
manu^M^ture  of  the  said  countries  or  colo- 
nies, ^ifaH  be  captured  and  condemned  as 
pr'ae  to  the  captors. — But,  although  his 
majesty  would  be.  fully  justified,  by  the 
circumstances  and  emuickrations  above 
fecited,  in  establishing  suck  system  of  re- 
•trictions  with  respect  to  M  the  countries 
and  eelMiies  of  his  e^tenies,  withomt  ex- 
(e^tion  ori)ualificatioA ;  yet  his  majesty, 
bemg  nevertheless  desirous  not  to  subject 
neutrtds  teany  grea|ter  inconvenience  ^an 
is  absolutely  mseparable  from  the  carrying 
kite  'efiect  Iris  msfesty's  just  idetermmation 
to  counteract  t^e  designs  •f  his  enemies, 
imi  to  rtffeort  upon  his  enemies  ^lemselves 
Ibe  ectisequences  >of  Uieir  "Ofm  violence 
an^  ii^ustice;  and  being  yet  willmg  to 
hope  thttt  it  may  be  possible,  (cofffiistentiy 
tv^ith  that  object)  still  to  allow  to  neutrals 
Ihe  opportunity  of  furnishing  ^emsdves 
with  colonial  produce  for  dieir  own  -con- 
sumption  and  supply ;  and  even  to  le»f« 
open,  ^liie  present,  such  trade  with  liis 
majesty's  enemies  as  i^H  be  Carried  on 
directly  with  the  ports  of  his  inajflsty's 
domifticois,  or  of  his  allies^-in  the  manner 
hermnafbr  mentioned  :-^Hm  ^majesty  is 
t$herefore  pleased  further  to  order,  and  it 
is  hereby  ordered,  lliat  nothing  herem 
contained  shall  exStewid  to  subject  to  csp^ 
tore  or  condemnation  any  Wssel,  or  ^ 
cargo  of  airV'  vessel,  belonging  to  any 
eotmtry  not  declared  by  this  Oraer  to  l»e 
siibjected  to  the  restrictions  incident  ite  a 
gtat^  of  blockade.  Which  shall  have  cleared 
out  with  such  cargo  from  some  port  or 
place  of  the  country  to  which  she  belongs, 
either  in  Europe  or  America,  or  from  some 
S^e  port  in  his  majesty's  colonies,  under 
circum^ances.  in  which  such  trade  ir^n 
such  firee  port  is  permitted,  direct  to  s^me 
port  or  place  m  the  colonies  of  his  majesty's 
enemies,  or  from  those  colonies  direct  to 
the  country  to- which  such  vess«l  belongs, 
dr  to  some' free  port  in  his  majesty's  colo- , 
nies,  in  such  cases,  and  with:  such  articles. 


as  it  may  be  lawful  to  import  uMfan  audi 
free  port; — >nor  to  any  vessel^  ot  th* 
cargo  of  any  vessel,  beUngimg  to  anir 
country  not  at  war  with  his  majesty,  which 
shall  have  cleared  out  from  some  port  or 
place  in  this  kingdom,  «r  from  G^Mraitalr 
or  Malta,  under  such  regirii^oas  as  hi« 
majesty  mav  think  frt  to  prescribe^  or  fpom 
any  port  belongiiig  to  his  nuyesty^s  aUises^ 
and  shah  be  prooeedittg  direct  to  the  poit 
specified  in  her  clearance ;— nor  to  any 
vessel,  or  the  cargo  of  any  vessel,  belong- 
ing  to  any  country  not  at  war  with  has 
majesty,  which  shall  be  coming  from  any 
port  or  place  in  Europe  which  is  declared 
by  this  Order  to  be  wbject  to  the  restric- 
tions incident  to  a  atatte  ^i  blockade,  de»» 
tined  to  some  port  er  place  in  Europe  be* 
longing  to  his  m^esty,  tad  which  sball 
be  on  her  voyaigQ  direct  thereto:  birt^hese 
exceptions  are  not  to  beunderst9od  as  ex- 
empting from  capture  orcoaafisoatioA  any 
vessel  or  goods  which  shall  be  Halble  there- 
to ia  respect  of  havmgentered  or  fleparted 
from  ai^  port  or  place  actually  blockaded 
by  his  majesty's  ^uadrons  or  wi^  tif  war» 
or  for  being  enemies'  property,  or  for  anj^ 
other  cause  than  the  contraventicm  of  this 
present  Order.— And  the  cwnmanders -of 
his  mnesty^  flhips  of  wur  and  prvratoer^* 
and  ether  vessels  acting  nsder  iiis  BHyes- 
ty's  cammisston,  shall  be,  and  .are  herebr 
instructed 'to  vram  every  vessel  which  shall 
have  commenced  her  voyage  prior  «o  any 
aotiee  of  this  Order,  and  skill  he  destineMi 
to  any  pMt  of  France,  or  -of  her  allien,  tNr 
of  any  other  country  at  war  wil^  his  «aa* 
jesty,  or  to  «ny  port  xxr  place  from  wluch 
tbe  British  flag  as  aferesaid  is  exolnd^ 
«r  to  any  colony  beloi^i^  to  his  mmsCy 's 
^»mies,  and  which  shall  net.  have  •cleared 
out  as  is  hereinbelei^  atiowed,  to  discon* 
^ue  her  voyage,  and  to  proceed  to  Mme 
port  or  place  m  this  kmgdom,  or  to 
Gibraltar  or  Maha  ;'  and  any  vessel  which, 
a^T  having  been  so  warned,  «r  after « 
reasoiiable  time  shall  have  been  afiorded 
for  ^e  arrival  of  ii^rmaetion  of  this  kis 
nu^sty's  Order  at  any  port  or  place  from 
which  she  sailed,  or  which*  aner  having 
notice  of  this  Order,  shall  be  found  in  the 
prosecnIioD  of  any^  voyage  coM^rary  to  the 
restrictions  oontamed  in  ^is  Order,  shall 
be  captured,  and,  toeetber  ynHk  her  oargt^ 
candemiBed  as  lawful  prise  to  the  captws. 
— ^And  idiereas  countries,  not  engaaed  im 
the  war,  have  acquiesced  in  the  OratTB  i^ 
Isrance,  .proliibiting  all  trade  m  any  arti- 
cles the  produce  or  ^akaanfrkctttre  -ef  4iis 
majeaty^s  4amini<y«s  aii^  the  ipffldiMits. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4S71 


PAIL.  DEBATES,  Jaii.  26;  l«».— Order*  il^CmulL 


Dw, 


of  those  coontries  have  giv^  countenance 
and  effect  to  those  prohibitiona>  by  ac* 
cepiing  from  persons  styUng  themselves 
commercial  agents  of  the  enemy,  resident 
at  neutral  ports^  certain  docwnents,  teroied 
"  Cmtifioates  of  ^  Origin,"   being  certifi- 
cates obtained  at  the  ports  of  shipment, 
declaring  that  the  articles  of  the  cargo  are 
not  of  the  produce  or  manuiieicture  of  his 
ma^sty^s  dominions ;  or  tb  that  eAect : — 
Aiul  wkereas  this  expedient  has  been  di- 
l^cted  by  France,  and  subnutted  to  by 
such  merchants,  as  part  of  the  new  system 
of  warfare  directed  against  the  triMle  of 
this  kingdom,  and  as  the  meste&ctual  in- 
strument of  accomplishing  the  same,  and 
it  is  therefore  essentially  necessary  to  re^ 
sist  it :— 4ii8  majesty  is  ^lerefore  pleased^ 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  ffirivy  coun- 
cU,  to  Older,  and  it  ts  hereby  ordered. 
That  if  any  vessel,  after  reasonable  time 
shall  have  been   afforded  Sot  receiving 
notice  of  this  his  naajeaty's  Order  at  the 
port  or  place  from  which  such  vessel  shall 
have  cleared  out,  shall  be  fewid  carrving 
l»y  such  certificate  or  document  as  afore" 
saiid^  or  any  document  referring  to  or  au- 
thenticating^ the  same,  such  ve-ssel  shall  be 
adjudged  lawftd  pdoe  to  the  captor,  to- 
pther  with  the  ^aods  laden  therein,  be- 
kngic^  to  the  person  or  perseos  by  whom, 
or  on  whose  behalf,  any  such  document 
was  put  on  board. — And  the  rif^  hon. 
the  lords  ^^mnissimiers  of  bis  ma^aty's 
treasury,  his  majesty's  principal  secreta- 
ries of  stniiey  the  lords  commissioners  of  th« 
adjuirahf ,  and  the  judges  of  the  h^h 
court  of  admiralty  and  courts   of  vice- 
admiralty,  are  to  take  l^e  neceasaiy  mea- 
sores  herein  as  to  them  shall  reapeoti^ely 
appertain.         (^gned)      W.-Fawkeker. 
OipEE  in  Coun^  ;  approving  Draught 
«f  Instructions  to  the  Commanders  of 
bis  UtQea/^a  SWps  ^  War^aad  Pri- 
▼ateeta,  ^c.  to  act  in  due  eefiformity 
to  aad  eixecution  of  the  Order  in 
€«me^  ^  die  ilth  of  No«««ber, 
46cknriM  the  DominieAs  of  his  Ma- 

a^s  finemies,  and  of  Countries 
er4heir  Controul,  ia  a  stale  of 
Blockade. 
At  theConitat  tbt  QueenS  Ftibict,  the 
|8th  Nor.  1607 ;  present,  the  Kiiw'smost 
esoellent  M^ty  in  ConnciL-^Whereas 
there  was  thisday  Head  at  the  Boards  the 
annexed  Dnwht  of  fostmcttons  to  the 
GoBunendeis  (tf  aHahips  ofwmr  aadpri- 
rateen,  and  >to  the  judge  of  ^  hi^  court 
of  admindt]^,  mA  ike  jud^  of  the  courts 
of  vioe  mimaity^  mktiy  chirgiBg  nnd 


enjoining  them  to  act  in  due  conftNrmity 
to  and  execution  of  bis  ms^esty's  Order  in 
Council  of  the  1 1th  of  this  instant,  de- 
claring the  dominions  of  his  majesty's 
enemies,  and  of  countries  under  their  con* 
troul,  in  a  state  of  blockade,  under  the 
exceptions  specified  in  the  said  Order : 
his  majesty,  taking  the  said  draught  of  in- 
structions into  consideration,  was  pleased, 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  tm 
approve  thereof,  and  to  order,  as  it  is 
hereby  <Mrdered,  That  the  right  hon.  lord  , 
Hawkesbury,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  do  cause  the  said  in- 
structions (a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto 
annexed)  to  be  prepared  for  his  mo^sty's 
royal  signature.  (Signed)  W.  Fawxcneb. 
*Dx4VGBT  of  Instructions  to  the  Com- 
manders of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of 
War  and  Privateers,  and  to  the  judge 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Vice  Admi- 
ralty. Given,  &c. 
Whereas  by  our  Order  in  Council  of 
the  11th  Nov.  instant,  k  is  recited  and 
ordered  as  follows  ;  to  wit,  &c.  [Here 
the  said  Order  -is  recited,  as  in  p*  1 34.] 
Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby 
direct,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our 
privy  council,  that  the  commauiders  of 
our  ships  of  war  and  privateers  do  act  in 
due  conformity  to  and  executicm  of  our 
aforesaid  Order  in  Council :  and  we  do 
fiirtber  order  and  declare,  Tkat  nothing  in 
the  said  Order  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  prevent  any  vesseUnot 
belonging  to  a  conntry  declared  to  be 
under  the  restrictions  of  blockade  as 
aforesaid,  from  carryui^  fiwn  any  port  of 
place  of  the  country  to  which  such  vessel 
belongs,  any  articles  of  manu&cture  or 
produce  whatever,  not  being  enemies  pi^- 
perty,  to  any  port  or  place  in  this  king- 
dom.-:—And  we  db  farther  direct.  That  all 
articles  of  British  manufacture,  upon  due 
proof  thereof,  (not  being  naval  or  militluy 
stores)  shaU  be  restored  by  our  oeurts  of 
admiralty  or  vice  admiralty,  on  whatever 
voyage  wy  may  haiw  been  captured^  to 
whonsoevier  the  sane  shaH  appear  to  be- 
long :  and  we  do  further  direct,  with  res- 
pect to  neasels  subject  only  to  be  warned* 
that  tmy  vcBsel  which  shaU  belong  to  any 
eoontry  not  declared  by  the  saki  Order  to 
be  under  the  resferktions  <£  blockade,  and 
which  shall  foe  proceeding  on  her  voya^ 
direct  to  some  port  or  (^ace  of  the  cpuntry 
to  whidi  ia<^  vessel  bdoi^B,  9hall  fae  per- 
mitled  to  proceed  on  her  said  w»yage  ; 
siid -any  vmel  bound  to  an|r  port  isAme-^ 
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rictt  or  the  West  Indies^  to  which  port  or 
place  such  vessel  does  not  belong,  and 
which  is  met  near  to  America  or  the  West 
Indies,  shall  be  permitted,  at  the  choice 
of  the  maiSter  oi  such  vessel,  to  proceed 
either  to  Halifax,  or  to  one  of  our  free 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  at  the  option  of 
such  master,  which  choice  of  the  master, 
and  the  port  chosen  by  and  assigned  to 
him,  shall  be  written  on  one  or  more  of 
die  principal  ship's  papers;  and  aAy 
vessel  subject  to  warning,  met  beyond  the 
equator,  shall  in  like  manner  be  permitted 
to*  proceed,  at  the  choice  of  the  master  of 
such  vessel,  either  to  St.  Helena,  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  the  island  of  Ceylon  ; 
and  any  such  vessel  which  shall  be  bound 
to  any  port  or  place  in  Europe,  shall  be 
permitted,  at  the  choice  of  the  master  of 
such  vessel,  to  proceed  either  to  Gibraltar 
or  Malta,  or  to  any  port  in  this  kingdom, 
at  the  option  of  such  master,  which  request 
of  the  master,  as  well  as  the  port  chosen 
by  and  assigned  to  him,  shall  be  in  like 
manner  written  upon  one  or  more  of  the 
principal  ship's  papers :  and  we  do  fur- 
ther direct,  that  nothing  in  the  above 
Order  contained^  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
.  strued  to  extend  to  repeal  -  or  vacate  the 
*  additional  instructions  of  the  4th  day  of 
February  last,  directing  that  neutral  ves- 
sles  laden  with  cargoes  consisting  of  the 
articles  therein  enumerated,  coming  for 
importation  to  any  port  of  our  united 
kingdom  (provided  they  are  not  coming 
from  any  port  in  a  state  of  strict  and 
rigorous  blockade)  shall  not  be  inter- 
rupted; 

Order  in  Council ;  approving  Draught 
of  Additional  Instructions  to  the  Com- 
manders of  Ships  of  War  and  Priva- 
teers, &c.  for  protecting  Goods  going 
,  from  and  coming  to  any  Port  of  the 

United  Kingdom,  to  whomsoever  the 
Property  may  appear  to  belong. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
25th  Nov.  1807 ;  present,  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty  in  Council.- — ^Whereas 
there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board,  the 
annexed  Draught  of  Additional  Instructions 
to  the  commanders  of  all  ships  of  war  and 
privateers;  and  to  the  judge  of  the  high 
court  of  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  vice  admiralty,  for  protecting 
goods  going  from  and  cpming  to  any  port 
of  the  united  kingdom,  to  whomsoever  the 
property  may  appear  to  belong  :  his  ma- 
jesty, taking  the  said  Draught  of  Instruc- 
tion into  consideration,  was  pleased,  with 
-   title  advice  of  his  privy  council^  to  approve 


thereof,  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  or- 
dered. That  the  right  hon.  lord   Hawkes- 
bury,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  secre- 
taries of  state,  do  cause  the   said  instruc- 
tion (a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed) 
to  be  prepared  for  his  majesty's  royal  sig- 
nature. (Signed)     W.  Fawkener. 
Draught  of  an  Additional  Instruction 
to  the  Commanders  of  Our  Ships  of 
War  and  Privateers,  and  to  the  Judge 
of  Our  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
the  Judges  of  Our  Courts  of  Vice 
Admiralty.     Given,  &c. 
Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  vesselg 
belonging  to  any  state  ndt  at  war  with  us, 
laden  with  cargoes  in  any  ports  of  the 
united  kingdom^  and  clearing  out  accord-^ 
ingto  law,  shall  not  be  interrupted  or     ^ 
molested  in  proceeding  to  any  port  in 
Europe  (except  ports  specially  notified  to 
be  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous  block- 
ade before  our  order  of  the    11th  Nov. 
instant)   or  which  shall  hereafter  be  so 
notified,  to  whomsoever  the  goods  laden 
on  board  such   vessels  may  appear  to 
belong  :  and  we  do  further  direct,  that 
vessels  belonging   as  -aforesaid,  coming 
from  any  port  in  Europe  (except  as  before 
excepted)  direct  to  any  port  of  the  united 
kingdom  with  goods  for  importation,  shall 
not  be  inten-upted  in  the  said  voyages,  to 
whomsoever  the  goods  laden  on  board  the 
said  vessels  may  appear  to  belong :  and 
in  case  any  vessel  which  shall  be  met  with, 
and  asserted  by  her  master  to  be  so  com- 
ing, shall  be  detained,  on  suspicion  of  not 
being  really  destined  to  this  kingdom, 
such  vessel  shall  be  brought  to  the  most 
convenient   port    in  the  course    of  her 
asserted  destination,  and  the  captors  are 
hereby  required  to  fenquire,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  into  the  alledged  desti- 
nation ;  and  in  case  any  vessel  and  goods 
so  brought  in  and  detained  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against  in  our  high  court  of  admi- 
ralty, or  m  any  courts  of  vice  admiralty, 
we  hereby  direct  that  the  same  shall  be 
forthwith  restored,  upon  satisfactory  proof 
being  hiade  that   the  cargo  was  coming 
for  importation  to  a  port  of  this  kingdom. 
Order  in  Council ;  appointing  Times  at 
which   Notice  shall  be  presumed  to 
have  been  received  pf  the  Order  of 
the  1  Ith  instant  at  the  different  places 
specified  in  the  said  Order. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the' 
25th  Nov.  1807  ;  present,  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty  in  Council. — ^Whereas 
it  has  been  represented  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  fix  certain  periods,  at  which 
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it  shall  be  deemed  that  a  reasonable  time 
shall  have  elapsed  for  receiving  informa- 
tion, at  'different  places^  of  his  majesty's 
Order  in  council  of  the  .11  th  Nov.  instant, 
respecting  the  trade  with  his  mjgesty's 
enemies,  and  in  their  produce  ^nd  manu- 
factures :  his  majesty,  ^taking  the  sam^ 
into  consideration,  and  being  desirousto 
obviate  any  difficulties  that  may  arise  in 
respect  thereto,  and  also  to  allow  ample 
time  €>r  the  said  Order  being  known  to  all 
persons  who  may  be  aflected  thereby,  is 
pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  to  order  and  declare,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordered  and  declared.  That  infor- 
mation of  the  said  Order  of  the  11th  Nov. 
instant,  shall  be  taken  and  beld  to  have 
been  received  in  the  places  hereinafter 
mentioned,  at  the  perioas  respectively  as* 
signed  to  them  ;  namely,  ports  and  places 
within  the  Baltic,  Dec.  2l8t  1807  ;  other 
ports  and  places  to  the  northward  of  Am- 
sterdam, Dec.  llUi  1807;  from  Amster- 
dam to  Ushant>  Dec.  4th  1807  ;  from 
Ushant  to  Cape  Finisterre,  Dec.  8th  1807; 
from  Cape  Finisterre  to  Gibraltar,  inclu- 
sive, Dec.  13th  1807  ;  Madeira,  Dec.  13th 
1807 ;  ports  andplaceswithin  the  Streights 
of  Gibraltar,  to  bicily  and  Malta,  and  the 
west  coast  of  Italy,  inclusive,  Jan.  1st 
1 808 ;  all  other  ports  and  places  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, beyond  Sicily  and  Malta,  Jan. 
20th  1808  ;  ports,  and  places  beyond  the 
Dardanelles,  Feb.  1st  1808;  any  part  of 
the  north  and  western  coast  of  Africa,  or 
the  islands  adjacent,  except  ^ladeira,  Jan. 
1 1th  1808  ;  the  United  States,  and  British 
possessions  in  North  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  Jan.  20th  1808;  Cdpe  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  east  coast  of  South, 
America,  March  1st  1808;  India,  May  1st 
1 808  ;  Chma,  and  the  coast  of  South  Ame- 
rica, June  Ist  1808;  and  every  vessel 
sailing  on  or  after  those  days  from  those 
places  respectively,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  have  received  notice  of  the  afore- 
said Order:  and  it  is  further  ordered. 
That  if  any  vessel  shall  sail  within  twwity 
days  after  the  periods  above  assigned  res- 
pectively, from  any  of  the  said  places,  in 
contravention  of  the  said  Order  of  the  1 1th 
Nov.  instant,  and  shall  be  detained  as 
prize  on  account  thereof,  or  shall  arrive  at 
any  port  in  this  kingdom,  destined  to  some 
port  or  place  within  the  restriction  of  the 
said  Order,  and  proof  shall  be  made  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  in 
which  such  vessel  shall  be  proceeded 
against,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  brought 
was  prize^that  the  loading  of  the  said 


vessel  had  commenced  before  the  said  pe- 
riods, and  before  information  .of  tiie  said 
Order  liad  actually  been  received  at  the 
port  of  shipitnent,  the  said  vessel,  together 
with  the  go<)ds  so  laden,  shall  be  restored 
to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  shall 
be  permitted  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  in 
such  manner  as  if  such  vessel  had  sailed 
before  the  day  so  specified  as  aforesaid  : 
and  it  is  further  ordered.  That  no  proof 
shall  be  admitted,  or  be  gone  into,  for  the 
puraose  of  shewing  that  information  of  the 
said  Order  of  the  11th  Nov.  instant  had 
not  been  received  at  the  said  places  res- 
pectively, at  the  several  periods  before  as- 
signed. And  the  right  hon.  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  his  majesty's  treasury,  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  and 
the  judges  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty, 
and  courts  of  vice  admiralty,  are  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  herein  as  to  them 
shall  respectively  appertain. 

(Signed)      W.  Fawkeneb. 
Order  in  Council ;  establishing  certain 
Regulations,  as  to  Vessels  clearing  out 
from  this  Kingdom,  with  reference  to 
the  Order  of  the,  11th  of  November 
instant. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
25th  Nov.  1 807  ;  present,  the  King's  most 
excellentMajesty  in  Council. — ^Whereas  his 
majesty,  by  his  Order  in  council,  dated 
1 1  th  of  Nov.  instant,  respecting  the  trade 
to  be  carried  on  with  his  majesty's  enemies, 
was  pleased  to  exempt  from  the  restrictions 
.of  the  said  Order  sdl  vessels  which  shall 
have  cleared  out  from  any  port  or  place  in 
this  kingdom,  under  such  regulations  as 
his  majesty  may  think  fit  to  prescribe,  and 
shall  be  proceeding  direct  to  the  ports  spe- 
cified in  the  respective  clearances :   his 
majesty,  taking  into  consideration  the  ez« 
pediency  of  making  such  regulations,  is 
pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
*  privy  pouncil,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered.    That   all  vessels  belonging  tof , 
.countries  not  at  war  with  his  majesty,  shall 
be  permitted  to  lade  in  any  port  of  the 
united  kingdom  any  goods,  being  the  pi*o- 
duce  or  manufacture  of  his  majesty's  do- 
minions, or  East-India   goods  or    prize 
goods  (all  such  goods  having  been  law- 
fully imported)  and  to  clear  out  with,  and  . 
freely  to  convey  the  same  to  any  port  .or 
place  in  any  colony  in  the  West  Indies  or 
America,  belonging  to  his  majesty's  ene- 
mies, such  port  or.  place  not  being  in  a 
state  of  actual  blockade,  subject'  to  the 
payment  of  such  duties  as  may^  at  the  time 
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when  any  such  vessels  may  be  cleasred . 
out;  be  due  by  law  on  the  exportation  of 
any  such  gooas,  or  in  respect  of  the  game 
bemg  destined  to  the  ports  of  the  colonies 
belonging  to  his  majesty's  enemies ;  and 
likewise  to  lade^  clear  out  with,  and  con- 
vey as  aforesmd,  any  articles  of  foreign 
piroduce  or  manufacture  wtiich  shall  hava 
been  lawfully  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
provided  his  majesty's  licence  shall  have 
been  previously  obtained  for  so  conveying 
wach  foreign  produce  or  manufactures :' 
and  it  4s  furUier  ordei^ed,  That  any  vessel, 
belonging  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  permitted 
to  lade  in  any  port  of  the  united  kingdom 
any  goods,  not  being  naval  or  military 
Mores,  which  shall  be  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  this  kingdom,  or 
which  shall  have  been  lawfully  imported, 
(save  and  except  foreign  sugar,  coffee, 
wine,  bnmdy,  snuff,  and  cotton)  and  to 
clear  out  with,  and  fireely  to  convey  the 
same  to  any  port,  to  be  specified  in  the 
clearance,  not  <being  in  a  state  of  actual 
blockade,  although  the  same  shall  be  un- 
der the  restrictions  of  the  said  Order ;  and 
likewise  to  lade,  clear  out,  and  convey 
^)reign  sugar,  cc^e,  wine,  brandy,  snuff, 
and  cotton,  which  shall  have  been  law- 
fully  imported,  provided    his  majesty's 
licence  slmll  have  been  previously  obtained 
for  the  exportati<m  and  conveyance  there- 
of: and  it  is  hereby  further  ordered.  That 
no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out 
from  any  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom, 
to  any  port  or  place  of  any  country  sub- 
jected ^the  restrictions  of  the  said  .Order, 
with  any  goods  which  shall  have  been 
4aden,  after  notice  of  the  said  Order,  on 
board  the  vessel  which  shall  have  imported 
the  same  into  this  kingdom,  without  hav- 
ing first  duly   entered    and  l^ed  the 
aaxne  in  some  port  or  place  in  this  king- 
dom ;  and  that  no  vessel  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  clear  out  from  any  port  or  place  in 
this  kingdom  to  any  port  or  place  what- 
ever, with  afiy  goods,  Uie  proauce  or  ma- 
nufocture  of  any  country  subjected  to  the 
ipestrictioni  of  the  said  6rder,  which  shall 
have  been  laden,  afier  notice  as  aforesaid, 
on  board  the  vessel  importing  the  same, 
withoiA  having  so  duly  entered  and  landed 
^le  same,  or  with  any  goods  whatever 
which  f^aX\  have  been  laden  aliter  such 
notice  in  the  vessel  importing  A^  same, 
in  any  pc^  or  place  of  any  cootitry'snb- 
jocteo  to  the  restrictions  of  the  said  urder, 
without  having  so  duly  entered  wad  landed 
the  same  in  aome  port,  or  place  in  this 
Idagdiftin^  except  the  cargo  riiaH  consist 


wholly  of  flour,  meal,  gram,  or  any  arti- 
cle or  articles  the  produce  of  the  soil  of 
some  country  tvhich  is  not  subjected  to 
the  restrictions  of  the  said  Order,  except 
cotton,  and  which  shall  haVe  been  im-  • 
ported  in  an  unmanufactured  state  direct 
maa  such  country  into  this  kingdom,  in  ft 
vessel  belonging  to  the  country  from 
which  such  goods  have  "been  brought, 
and  in  which  the  same  were  grown  and 
produced :  and  it  is  further  ordered.  That 
any  vessd  belonging  to  any  country 
not  at  war  with  his  majesty,  may  clear 
out  from  Guernsey,  Jersey,  or  Man,  to 
any  port  or  place  under  the  restrictions  of 
the  said  Order,  which  shall  be  specified  in 
the  clearance,  not  beingin  a  state  of  actual 
blockade,  wiUi  such  articles  only,  not  be- 
ing naval  or  military  stores,  as  shall  have 
been  legally  imported  into  toch  islands 
respectively,  from  any  port  or  place  in. this 
king(k>m  direct ;  and  with  respect  to  all 
such  articles  as  may  have  been  imported 
into  the  said  islands  respectively,  from  any 
port  or  place  under  the  restrictions  of  the 
said  Order,  it  shall  not  ba  permitted  to 
any  vessel  to  clear  out  with  the  same  from 
any  of  the  said  islands,  except  to  some 
port  or  place  in  this  kingdom.  And  the 
right  hoh.  the  lords  commissionehr  of  his 
majesty's  treasury,  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the 
high  court  of  admiralty  and  courts  of  vice- 
admiralty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures herein  as  to  them  shall  respectively 
appertain.  (Signed)    W.  Fawkewer. 

Ordsr  in  Council ;  establishing  certain 
Regulations  as  to  Vessets  clearing  out 
from    the    Ports   of  Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  with  reference  to  the  Order  of 
,  the  llth  Nov.  instant. 
At  Ae  Court  at  the  Queen^s  Palace,  the 
25th  N<w.  1807 ;  present  the  Khitf^s  most 
excellent  Majesty  in  Council — ^Whereas 
his  majesty,  by  his   Order  in  Council, 
dated  the    lltli  Nov.  instant,  respecting 
the  trade  to  be  carried  on  with  his.  ma- 
jesty's enemios,  was  pleased  to  exempt 
from  the  restrictioiM  pf  the  said  Order  all 
yeasc^  belonging  to  any  country  not  at 
war  with  his  majesty,  together  with  their 
cargo,  winch  ^all  becoming  fiwm  any 
port  or  place  in  Europe  which  is  declared 
in  tbe  said  Order  to  be  subject  to  the  re- 
strictions incident  to  a  state  <^  blockade, 
direct  to  some  port  or  place  InEurope  bo- 
longiBg  to  his  majesty ;  and  also  a)l  ves- 
•efo  which  shall  be   cleared  out  front 
Gibnkltar  or  Malta  under  e«ch  fagulattent 
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the  chief  -Giyil  command  shall  think  fit, 
allowing  soch  person  or  persona  to  export 


u  hU  inajesCy  may  think  fit  to  prescribQ> 
and  which  shall  be  proce^ing  direct  to 
the  ports  specified  in  their  respective 
clearances :  and  whereas  it  is  expedient 
to  encourage  the  Jtrade  fi'om  Gibraltar  and 
Malta  to  countries  under  the  restrictions  of 
the  said  Qrd^r,  subject  to  regulations  to  be 
made  in  respect  thereto  :  his  majesty  is 
therefore  pleased  to  prescribe  the  following 
regulations  in  regard  to  such  trade  accord- 
ingly, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  to  orden  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered.  That  all  sorts  of  Ckmr  and  meaJj» 
and  all  sorts  of  grain,  tobacco,  aaid  any 
other  article  in  an  unmanufactured  state, 
being  tiie^ growth  .and  produce  of  any 
cowitry  net  being  sul^ected  by  the  said 
Order  lo  the  restrictions  incident  to  a 
state  of  blockade  (except  cotton,  and 
Q»¥al  and  vnlitaiy  stores)  which  shall 
bave  been  imported  into  Gibraltar  or 
Malta,  diract  from  the  country  where  the 
same  were  grown  and  produced,  shall, 
withovit  any  licence,  be  permitted  t^  be 
(ileared  out  to  any  port  of  place,  not  being 
in  a  state  of  actual  blockade,  without  the 
fi»ae  bei»g  congq^elled  to  be  landed  :  bat 
peitbMr  tim  said  article  of  cotton,  however 
inpoiifciL  n<Hr  ■  any  article  which  is  not 
the  ijQowth,  produce,,  or  manufactuire  of 
thin  kingdom,  or  which  has  not  been  im« 
peffteiii'iia.  ik  Biritiah  9hip,  or  from  this  king* 
dem<Ur«c^  (^cept  fish),  and  which  sbsdl 
haxfi  been  ladctt  at  the  port'  o£  oi^iginal 
shipment, after  thA  pevioddirectef^'byan 
Order  oS  thia  date  to  be  takca:  aa  tbe»  time 
at  wbicfai  notice  of  the  said  Ord^r  of  tM 
Utk  Um^  sbaJll  be  C0nsidered  as  having 
i^an.  if^ttm^eA  at  such  port  c£  9hinmeni, 
dvdyi  be  formiittad  to.be  axpartea  fi«mi 
GthraUar  ov  Otalta^exoepif  to  somo  poirtor 
fiace  'm  tto  kingdom ;  anft^l  othei;af;U- 
cki  of  th^  anm^  produ^ei  ai|d  manu- 
btsbiw  ^f  this  hJAf^dom,  9r  which  s.haU 
bupa  haaniis^p^r^  uup  Gibraltar  or  MaUa 
in  a  Britisk  shipj  or  from  some  port  Qr 
ybkfioia  thia  kiogdaii^  togetlier  with,  the 
«twkio£fidi,  h^eviev  ij^apovt^,  m^  be 
^spaitf^  tiot  a«gf  ports  or  places  m  the 
Mediterranean  or  Portugal,  und^  .auch 
lioenee  ^5  as  is  heiseinalter  directed 
to  he  granted  by  the  ^TCinor  of  Gibraltar 
9aA  Malta  respectively  :  and  it  is  hereby 
farther  ordered;  That  licen(!es  be  granted 
by  the  goveriio«ii>  Itantananfe  gavcirnors,  or 
mev  |NiiBon&  having  tk^  chief  Qivil,  copqi- 
laand  at  Gibnaltftr  or  at  Malta  casp^e- 
<«%,  bat  in  Ua  aiNiietty^a  n»me,ito  snch: 
in«an.«rpocaDiB$  m  iba  stad'yov^cnonu 
wMHMnt  gfmtmm,  or  ^miM  kfmf^ 
VouX 


from  Gibraltar  direct,  to  any  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  or  to  any  port  01  Portugal, 
or  to  any  port  of  Spain  without  the  Medi- 
terranean, not  further  north  than  Cape 
^  Finisterre,  and  firom  Malta  direct  to  any 
'  port  being  within  the  Mediterranean,  with 
any  articles  of  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  his  majesty's  dominions;  and  any  arti-^ 
cles  which  shall  have  been  imported  into 
GilMraltar  or  Malta  from  this  lungdom,  to 
whomsoever  such  article^  sha}l  appear  to 
belong  (not  being  naval  or  military  stores) 
in  any  vessel  belonging  to  any  country  not 
at  war  with  his  majesty,  or  in  any  vessel 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  tons  burthetu 
and  being  unarmed^  belonging  to  the 
country  to  which  such  vessel  shall  be 
cleared  out  and  going;  and  also  to  import 
in  anv  such  vessel  of  .vessels  as  aforesaid,* 
from  any  port  within  the  Mediterranean, 
to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  or  from  any  port 
in  Portugal  or  Spain  as  aforesaid^  to 
Gibraltar,  such  port  and  such  destination 
respeclfively  to  be  specified  in  such  licence« 
any  articles  of  merchandize  whatsoever 
and  to  whomsoever  the  same  may  appear 
to  belong,  such  articled  to  be  specifidl  in 
the.  bill  of  lading  of  9uch  vessel,  subject 
however  to  such  further  regulations  and^ 
restrictions  with  respect  to  aU  ot  any  of 
the  said  articles  so  to  be  in^orted  or  ex« 
ported,  as  may  be  inserted  in  the  saicl 
U(;enQe^  by  the  governors,  lieutenant  go-* 
yei'nora^  or  other  persons  having  the  cmel* 
civil  command  at  Gibraltar  or  Malta  for 
the  time  being  respectively,  as  to  theni 
sh^  firoia  time  to  time  se^m  fit  and  expe-» 
'  di^liT^And  it  is*  further  ordered.  That  in 
a;v^9ry>sucb.  lii^ence  shall,  be  inserted  th^ 
Qfliaves  an4  residence  of  the  person  ,or  per-r 
I Qi>a  to  wham  it  shall  be  granted,  the 
i  articles  and  their  quantities  permitted  to 
I  be  e:i^poi^,  thename  and  description  of 
I  the  ve«^L  and  of  the  masten  thereof,  the 
port  to  wbicb  the  vessel  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  go,  which  shall  be  some,  port 
nc»t  under  actual  blockade  ;  aad  that  no 
>  licence  so  to  bef  granted,  shall  continue 
in  fin^ce  for  longer  than  two  months  froxn 
it|9  dat^,  nqr  for  more  than  one  voyage^ 
^  any  such  licence  be  granted^  or  ac* 
knowledg^d  to  be  valid,  if  granted,  to  per-* 
o^t  the  clearance  of  any  vessel  to  any 

Eor^  whiqh  shall  be  actually  block%de(l 
yan^  naval  force  of  his^ms^esty,  or  of 
hisalUe9«^-^And  it  is  fiirther  ordered.  That 
U3#  commandera  of  his  n^uesty's  ships  of 
war  ai>4  privateers^  and  m  oSbera  whoxvi 
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k  tnay  concern,  shall  suffer  every  such 
ressel  sailing  conformably  to  the  permis- 
sion giv^n  by  this  Order,  or  hairing  any 
licence  ^  aforesaid,  to  pass  and  repass 
direct  between  Gibraltar  or  Malta  and 
such  port  as  shall  be  specified  in  th6  li- 
cence, in  'such  manner,  and  under  such 
terms,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as 
shall  be  expressed  therein. — ^And  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered.  That  in  case  any  vessel  so 
filing  as  aforesaid,  for  which  any  such 
licence  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been  granted. 
tnd  which  shall  be  proceeding  direct  upon 
her  said  voyage,  shall  be  detained  and 
brought  m  §oi  legal  adjudication,  such 
vessel,  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  forthwith 
released  by  the  court  of  admiralty  or  vice 
Admiralty,  in  which  proceedings  shall  be 
commenced,  upon  proof  being  made  that 
the  parties  .had  duly  conformed  to  the 
terms,  regulations,  and  restrictions  of  the 
said  licence ;  the  proof  of  such  conformity 
to  lie  upon  the  person  or  pei*sons  claiming 
the  benefit  of  tnis  Order,  or  obtaining  or 
using  such  licence,  or  claiming  the  benefit 
thereof. — ^And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered. 
That  ho  vessel  belonging  to  any  state  on 
rhe  coast  of  Barbary,  shall  be  prevented 
•from  sailing  with  any  articles  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  such  state,  from  any 
fort  or  place  in  such  state  to  any  port  or 
place  in  Ihe  Mediterranean  or  Fortugal, 
si^ch  port  or  place  not  being  actually 
olockaded  by  some  naval  force  belonging 
to  his  majesty,  or  his  allies,  without  being 
obliged  to  touch  at  Gibraltar  or  Malta.— 
And  the  right  hon.  the  lords  commissioners 
6f  his  majesty's  treasury,  his  majesty's 
principal,  secretaries  of  state,  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  and  the 
jlidges  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  arid 
courts  of  vice  admiralty,  are  to  take  the 
<  necessary  measures  herein  as  to  them  shall 
respectively  appertain. 

(Signed)  W.  Faw*ener. 
OilDER  m  Council ;  respecting  Enemies 
]  Produce  and  Manufacture  on  board 
British  Ships. 
At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
55th  Nov.  ^807  ;  present,  the  King's  iiiost 
rsrcellent  Majesty  in  Council. — ^Whereas 
his  majesty,  by  hfs  Order  in  Council  of  the 
1  tth  Nov.  inst.  was  pleased  to  order  and 
declare  that  all  trade  in  articles  which  are 
of  the  produce  or  manulacture  6f  the  conn*- 
tries  and  colonies  mentioned  m  the  said 
order,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  to 
he  unlawful  (except  as  is  therein  excepted): 
his  inajesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  i^  pleased  to  order  and  de- 


dare,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered  and  dc-# 
clared.  That  nothipg  m  the  said  Order 
contained  shall  extend  to  subject  to  cap- 
ture and  confiscation  any  articles  of  the? 
produce  and  manufacture  of  the  said  coun-^ 
tries  and  colonies,  laden  on  board  British 
ships,  which  would  not  have  been  subject 
to  capture  and  confiscation  if  such  Order 
had  not  been  made..  ^  And  the  right  hon. 
the  lords  commissioner  of  his  majesty' »> 
treasury;  his  majesty's  principal  secretary' 
of  state,  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  acT^ 
miralty,  and  the  judges  of  the  high  court  of 
adniiralty  and  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  are 
to  iBke  the  necessary  measures  herein  an 
to  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 

(Signed)        W.  Fawkener. 
OnDER  in  Council ;  declaring  that  hiir 
Majesty's  Orders  of  the  1 1th  of  Nor. 
shall  not  extend  to-  permit  the  Pro- 
duce of  enemies  Colonies  ih  th0  West 
Ii;idies  to  be  brought  direct  to  any 
British  Port  in  Europe. 
At  the  Court  at  Windsor,  the  1 8th  Dec.  ' 
1 807 ;  present,  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty  in  Council. — His  majesty  is  pleas- 
ed,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered* 
That  nothing  in  his  majiesty's  Order  iir 
Council  of  the  1 1  th  of  Nov.  fast,  shall  ex- 
tend or  be  construed  to  extend;  to  permit 
any  vessel  to  import  any  articles  of  tfce 
produce  or  manufacture'  of  the  enemy's 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  direct  from 
such  colonies  to  any  port  of  •this  kingdom : 
and  it  is  further  ordered.  That  all  vessek 
which  may  arrive  in  the  ports  of  this  kin^^ 
dom  direct  fh>m  the  colonies  atfbresaid, 
shall  nevertheless  be  released,  viponr  proof 
being  made  that  the  dharter-parly  <f^  other 
agreement  for  the  Voyage  was  entered  inter 
before  notice  of  this  Order.  And  the  right 
hon.  the  lords  commissioiters  of  his  ma- 
jesty's treasury,   his  majesty's  prineipliF 
secretaries' of  st^te,  the  lords  commissioner* 
of  the  admiralty,  and^  the  judges  of  the 
hlgh'eotni;  of  admiralty  and  the  cirarts  6f 
vice-admhralty*  are  to  take  the  necessary* 
measures  herein  as  to*  thedi  shall  respec- 
tively appertain. 

(Signed)      Wm,  Fawkemeb. 

»  .     ■  I  r* 

•  HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

fVeiite$day,  Amuanf  27*  i 

ECeiiAtBs'SysPEHsiONBiLt.l  TheBishep 
of  Ojpf$rd  wish^  !•  call  their  lordshij^ 
altenfelton  to  an  aet>  that  passed  llie,legp»-i 
Uture,  at  the  close  of  Ae  last  sessien,  iithw 
opinieft  mA  to©  |p;eat.iMrry  and  fttt^ 
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tfttioii. '  The  act  to  ^liich  he  alluded  was 
th«  one  which  snppended  the  S6th  of 
Geo.  UL  By  the  law,  as  it  previously 
stood, aagmented  cures,  under  queenAniie  s 
bounty,  were  considered  as  benetices,  and 
therefore  subject  to  the  same  restrictions. 
The  act  of  the  last  session  went  to  repeal 
this  clause.  Much  inconTenienee  and  in- 
jury to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  church 
had  followed^  Many  persons  continued 
to  possess  thempelTes  of  the  emoluments  of 
those  benefice^,  who  were  legally  ousted  ;. 
whilst  others,  properly  presented  and  duly 
inducted,  were  prevented  from  the  exer- 
cise of  their  professional  functions,  and 
deprived  of  those  profits  to  which  they 
were  entitled  in  right  of  their  appoint- 
ment. The  right  reverend  prelate,  then 
moved.  That  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Carates'*  Suspension  bill  be  then  read  a 
first  time. 

The  Ldrd  ChgncMw  observed,  that  it 
n'as  not  his  intention  to  oppose  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill-,  proposed  by  the  right 
rev.  prelate.  He  wished  to  remind  him 
of  the  peculiar  way  in  which  the  house 
stood,  with  respect  to  this  act  of  Suspen- 
sion. At  the  close  of  the  last  session  it 
was  sent  up  from  the  house  of  commons, 
merely  as  a  measure  of  temporary  relief 
to  the  persons  supposed  to  be  aggrieved. 
It  H'as  then  recommended  to  pass  the  pre- 
sent act,  confining  its  operation  to  40  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament.  In  that  situation  the 
house  stood,  as  to  the  present  bill,  and  he 
was  only  anxious  to  ascertain,  whether  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  and  of  the  relief 
sought,  would  better  be  discussed  upon  the 
BQpond  reading  of  the  bill,  proposed  by 
the  right  rev.  prelate,  or  upon  any  new 
question  to  be  brought  forward  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  40  days  ? 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  it 
lughly  proper  that  the  fullest  time  should 
be  given  to  the  persons  standing  in  the 
tmfortunate  predic^nent  which  the  act  ^ 
the  last  session  went  to  relieve. 

The  Duke  of  Abf/ott  expressed  his  in- 
clination  rather  to  support  a  farther  sus- 
pen^<m  for  40  days,  than  that  the  persons 
seeking  relief  should  be  surprised  by  any 

K nature  hurrying  of  the  present  bill 
bill  was  then  read  a  first  time. 
[OiDBEs  IN  Council  ]  Lord  Hawkei- 
*i»3f  laid  upon  the  table  the  various  Or- 
^tn  in  Council  with  respect  to  the  new 
commercial  regndati^ns,  which,  during  the 
Rcess,  hi«  majesty's  ministers  had  judged 
^proper  to  adyiiie  his  ipajesty  to  put  in 


force.    [Copies  of  the  said  Orders  will  be 
found  at  p.  126.] 

Lord  Auckland  declared  himself  in  no 
ordinary  degree  anxious  to  learn  from  his 
majesty's  ministers,  their  intentions  with  ^ 
respect  to  the  very  serious  and  unprece- 
dented importance  of  these  Orders.  He 
wished  first  to  ascertain,  whether  it  was 
their  intention  to  make  any  motion,  or 
institute  any  proceeding,  tending  to  ex- 
plain to  that  house,  and  to  the  public,  the 
meaning  and  object  of  the  measures  de*  . 
termined  by  these  Oi:ders  to  be  pursued  ? 
He  felt  solicitous  to  obtain  this  preliminary- 
information,  before  he  made  a  motion  for 
some  other  documents,  in  his  opinion,  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  the  full  explana- 
tion of  these  Orders  in  Council.  It  was 
impossible  for  him,  or  any  man,  when 
they  contemplated  the  nature  of  the  inno- 
vation made  by  these  documents,  oa  the 
political  and  commercial  interests  of  this 
country,  and  of  the  whole  world,  not  to 
wish  to  hear  from  their  framersthe  fullest, 
most  perspicuous,  and  most  speedy  ex- 
planation of  their  meaning,  import,  object, 
and  presumed  effoct.  In  seeking  that  ex- 
planation, any  wish  to  embarrass  his  ma* 
jesty's  government  was  most  foreign  from 
his  mind.  He  had  given  this  subject  a' 
great  deal  of  attention,  he  had  bestowed 
much  time  on  it,  and  called  to  his  assist- 
ance persons  experienced  in  the  knowledge 
of  that  department  to  which  these  Orders 
referred,  yet  he  professed  to  God,  that  he 
was  still  totally  unable  to  ascertain  their 
nature  or  drift,  much  less  to  divine  the 
remotest  possibility  of  interest  or  advan- 
tage likely  to  accrue  to  this  country  from 
their  adoption.  Notwithstanding  the  un- 
intelligible manner  in  which  these  Orders 
appeared  to  him,  he  was  still  unable  to 
suppress  great  and  powerhil  feelings  ot" 
alarm.  He  shuddered  at  the  state  of  po- 
licy upon  which  this  country  was  proceed^ 
ing  to  act.  Neither  could  he  hide  from 
his  contemplation  the  danger  of  that  pre- 
cipice, to  the  verge  of  which  it  was  so 
lamentably  and  so  rapidly  advancing. 
What  was  the  ultimate  object  of  the  new 
commercial  code,  seemingly  established 
by.  the  joint  consent  of  the  governments 
oi  France  and  Great  Britain  ?  It  was  mu- 
tual destruction.  It  resembled  the  efforts 
of  a  set  of  persons,  whose  chief  object  was 
to  starve  each  other,  and  who,  to  obtain 
their  respective  gratification,  were  all  pur- 
suing the  m^ans  of  insuring  the  inevitable 
starvation,  of  themselves.  Such  conduct 
could  only  be  compared  to  the  insanity  of 

L  2 


Digitized  by  Vj'OOQIC 


t5l] 


PAfiL.  DEBATES,  Jah.  21,  l%0%.^-^4>rienin  C^mdL 


[15a 


maniac8«  who  cutting  each  other   with 
knives  across  the  veins,  disregarded  the 
positif  e  injury  that  each  individuaUy  re- 
ceived, and  were  only  satisfied  in  consum- 
mating  the  destruction  of  them  all.    This 
was  a  dpeadiui  state  of  things,  and  required 
on  the  part  of  their  lordships,  the  utmost 
tircumspection,  before  they  ^ve  their 
ooncurrence  to  the  measures  which  tended, 
to  promote  it.    For  his  part,  although  the 
encouragement  came  from  the  tiiost  dig- 
nified and  exalted  source,  he  could  not  so 
fitr,  in  compliance  with  it»  look  upoli  the 
dangers  of  the  country,  either  unappalled 
or  undismayed.    The  news  of  that  day, 
as  eonnected  with  our  relations  with  Ame- 
rica, was  replete  with  melancholy  reflec- 
tions. .  It  was  to  him  the  source  of  very 
.  deep  regret,  stronger  than  he  had,  in  the 
course  of  his  political  life,  on  any  previous 
evei^t,  ever  felt.    He  had  still  the  personal 
gratification  to  revie^^  the  line  of  conduct 
which  he,  and  those  with  whom  he  had 
acted,  had  made  it  their  duty  to  adopt  to- 
wards America  :  conduct,  that  if  persisted 
in,  would  have  produced  between  those 
two  countries  the  strongest  bonds  of  friend- 
ship and  alliance,  w;ithout  any  surrender 
of  the  rights  or  any  compromise  of  the 
honour  and  character  of  Great   Britain. 
He  again  impressed  upon  ministers  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  explicit  and  prompt  avowal 
of  the  objects  and  meaning  of.  these  do- 
cuments.   In  order  to  understand  them, 
.  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  absolutely  necessary 
that  a  copy  of  the  'Declaration,  signed  by 
himself,  and  a  noble  firiend  of  his  (lord 
Holland)  as  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  on  the  21st  of  Dec.  1806, 
and  banded  b^r  them  to  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  United  States,  should  be  pro-' 
duced  for  the  consideration  of  that  house. 
These  Orders  in  Council  arose  from',  and 
were  actually  founded  upon,  that  Declar- 
ation.   Indeed,  there  was  another  docu- 
ment; the  source  and  origin  of  all  the  sub- 
sequent regulations ;'  but  he  was  at  pre- 
sent at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  way  or 
form  such  a  paper  could  be  introduced 
before  their  lordships,  he  meant  the  De- 
cree of  the  French  Government,  dated  the 
7th  of  Nov.  1 806.     Previous  to  his  offering 
any  motiqn  for  those  papers,  particularly 
for  the  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  the  2l8t 
of  Dec!  1306,  he  wished  to  hear  from  the 
noble  secretary  of  ktate,  whether*  he  had 
any  objections  to  their  production,  and  if 
so,  what  they  were  ? 

Lord  Hawkeshwry  assured  his    nobfe 
firiendi  i\isX  H  was  the  wish  of  hisjiu^esty's 


eovemment  to  aflbrd  to  parliament  the 
follest  uiformalion,  cdnsistent  with  their 
public  duties,  and  to  submit  the  whole  of 
those  Orders  and  regulations  to  the  most 
ample  and  accurate  dilcussioa.     In  what 
way,  or  hy  the  adoption  of  what  proceed* 
ing,  in  the  present  stage  of  that  subject, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  pro[>ote.     It  had 
occurred  to  him,  that  as  those  papers  were 
presented  in  another  place,  and  were  likely  s 
to  be  put  in  s6ch  a  train  of  procedure  as 
mu^  in  due  time  be  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  their  lordships,  the  most 
desirable  mode  was,  to  await  that  period, 
under  the  probable  hope,  that  the  most 
benefici^  effects  would  arise  from  sus- 
pending the  discussion  until  l»ought  for- 
ward in  that  shape,  when  if  approved, 
their  passing  into  la,w  would  immediately 
follow  the  discussion.     However,   it  was 
competent  for  the  noble  lords  on  the-  op- 
posite side  to  institute  any  other  proceeding 
more  compatible  ^  with  their  view  of  the. 
case,  and  calculated  to  produce  that  inves- 
tigation from  which  neither  he  nor  his  col- 
leagues wefct  in  any  degvee  inclined  to 
shrink.    With  respect  to  the  question  put 
to  him  by  his  noble  firiend,  he  could  only 
say,  that  the  objection  he  felt  t«>  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  alluded   to,  arose 
solely  out  of  considerations  of  form.     The 
Declaration  of  the  21st  Dec.  had  been  the 
subject  of  much  observation.    It  was  much 
spoken  of  in  public,  and  had  experienced  a 
good  deal  of  notoriety,  but  as  it  was  an 
appendix  to  a  treaty  never  laid   before 
that  house,  it  was,  fai  his  view,  out  of  the 
course  of  all  form  to  produce  it  in  a  sepa- 
rate character.    -Not  less  so  was  the  French 
Decree  :  government  had  got  it,  in  a  way 
which  all  late  administrations  had  consi- 
dered official.     It  was  received  by  them, 
inserted  in  a  paper  which  stated  itself  to 
be  the  official  register  of  the  edicts  of  that 
govei?nment,  namely,  the  Moniteur.    At 
the  same  time,  he  could  not  see  ki  what 
manner  such  a  document  could  be  brought 
before  parliament.    At  all  events,  he  was 
willing,  with  the  consent  of  the  noble 
brd,  to  suspend  his  ultimate  answer  for  a 
short  period,  until   he  considered  more 
maturely  the  grounds  of  the  objections 
which  then  4)resented  themselves  to  his 
mind. 

Lord  BoHand  thought,  that  though 
there  was  no  official  copy  of  the  French 
Decree,  yet  that  there  might  be  some 
docume»t  received  officially  ficom  the  mi- 
nister of  a  neQ(^  power  eontainifig^  an 
«spbtt8tioa  gtrea  by  tlte  Freneb  ^rem* 
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meat,  as  to  the  objects  of  its  Decree,  and 
die  intended  mod)&  of  cflnying  it  into 
effect.  He  wished  to  kmw  wheSier  there 
existed  sach  a  document  ?  . 

Earl  Btikmrtt  said,  there  was  no  dficial 
cofBmiunication  upon  this  subject.  He 
denied  that  the  Orders  in  Council  wo«itd 
have  the  efiect  inferred  by  the  noble  Ifxrd 
(Auckland),  or  had  any  such  tendency. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  what  had  been 
urged  by  the  noble  earl  was  an  additional 
reason  why  further  iaformation  should  be 
laid  before  the  house.     He  was  not  wholly 
unversed  m  such  subjects,  but  with  all  the 
attention  he  could  give  themj  he  could  not 
thoroughly  understand,  their  meaning  or 
object.     It  could  not  be  supposed  that  it 
was  the  object  of  those  who  framed  them 
totally  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  this 
connfry,  and   yet,  on  reading  over  the 
Orders  it  would  be  difficult  to  discover 
that  any  other  effect  could  be  produced 
firom  them  than  the  total  destruction  of 
that  commerce.    Were  they  to  understand 
that,  with  a  subje%:t  of  this  immense  mag- 
nitude before  them,  they  were  to  wait  for 
three  or  four  weeks  until  they  received 
their  lesson  from  the  other  house,  before 
€bey  obtained  any  further  information,  and 
befoi^e  ministers  explained  to  that  house 
what  their  intentions  and  views  were  in 
advising  the  issuing  of  such  orders  ?  Were 
they  to  understand  that  ministers,  after 
advising  Orders  in  Council,  which  were  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  after 
giving  advice  to  the  crown,  which  no  mi- 
nisters had  ventured  to  give  since  the  reign 
of  James  II. ;  when  that  monarch  was  ad- 
vised that  he  had  a  pmver  te-dispense  with 
the  laws  of  the  country ;  after  doing  what 
was  a  gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  of  the  municipal  law ; 
were  they  to  miderstand  that  ministers  did 
not  intend  to  come  to  parliament  for  in- 
demnity, or  to  explain  the  motives  and 
reasons  of  their  conduct  ?    He  thought  that 
not  an  mstant  should  be  lost  in  obtaining 
fttIF  inforaiation,  and  coming  to  the  discus- 
sion of  ^e  measure. 

Lord  Hawknhtry  said,  that  there  might 
Jiave  been>  in  some  instances,  connected 
wiA  the  Otders  'ta  Council,  a  literal  viola- 
tion of  law,  but  the  Orders  themselves 
in  their  great  object  »id  views,  were  nei- 
ther a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  nor 
the  monicipal  law  of  the  land.  As  to  any 
question  of  indenmtty,  if  any  sshould  be 
nought  necessary,  the  reasons  for  askhig 
It  wmM  be  statea  at  the  titne  of  proposing 
"i*.   It  w*»#  ho^evtrv  competent  ti^  aoy 


noble  lofd  to  bring  inrwtird  a  qpie^Gn  uJMm 
the  subject,  which  would  be  met  by  hss 
maj^ty's  minii^rs. 

Lord  H^hmd  thought  ^e  nol)1e  lord 
had  treated  very  lightly  the  idea  of  a  vio*- 
lation  of  the  law.  He'  repeated  his  ques- 
tion with  respect  to  the  existence  of  any 
document  of  the  nature  he  before  alluded 
to,  observing  that  it  was  understood  some 
explanation  of  the  French  decree  had  been 
given  to  general  Armstrong,  the  American 
minister  at  Paris. — No  answer  being  given. 

Lord  GrtntUle  urged  the  same  question, 
and  asked  whether  it  was  to  bcunderstood 
that  ministers  refused  to  give  any  infor- 
mation upon  this  point  ? 

Lord  Hawkenhury  said,  that  no  ^fficial 
communication  had  been  received  in  the 
shape  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord.— The 
intended  motion  of  lord  Auckland,  for 
papers,  was  then  withdrawn. 

HOVSE   or   COMMOJJS. 

Wednetday,  Januanf  27. 

[Minutes.]  Several  Election  petitions 
were  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  Consideration  on  the  following  days 
respectively :  Saltash,  on  the  right,  and 
Saltash  double  return,  on  the  same  days  as 
former  petitions  of  a  similar  description 
from  that  borough.  Bridgewater,  March  17. 
Westminster,  March  22.  Christchurch ;  and 
Dungarvan,  March  2D.  Newry,  March  31. 

[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  H.  Petty 
rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  That 
right  hon.  gent,  had  fixed  a  day  for 
referring  the  Oi-ders  in  Council  presented 
yesterday  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  but  he  had  not  stated  on  what 
day  he  proposed  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill  of  Indemnity,  which 
he  had  stated  his  intention  to  bring  for- 
ward ,for  certain  acts-  done  by  ministers 
under  these  Oi-ders  in  Council.  It  was 
desirable  that  the  house  should  be  ap- 
prised of  the  day  on  which  this  question 
would  be  brought  forward,  because,  when- 
ever it  should  be  under  discussion,  the 
house  would  have  to  consider  it  in  twx> 
points  of  view;  first,  whether  the  im- 
mediate necessity  was  such  as  to  intitte 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  the  indemnity 
they  claimed,  and,  in  the  event  of  its 
being  so  considered,  whether  thai:  neces- 
sity was  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  viola- 
tions of  law  committed  by  litem,  in  and 
under  the  Orders  in  Council } 

The  OhriMdfor  pf  the  Exckejuet  did 
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not  know  what  omwer  to  give  to  the 
.^oble.lord,  because  he  could  not  collect 
what'  was  the  object  of  his  inquiry.  He 
had  undoubtedly  given  notice,  that  he 
.should,  on .  Wednesday,  mov«  to  refer 
.the  Orders  in  Council  to  a  committee  of 
ways  and  means;  he  had  certainly  de- 
clared, that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
propose  any  bill  of  Indemnity  for  is., 
suing  the  Orders  in  Council,  because  he 
was  persuaded  there  was  no  illegality  in 
the  transaction.  .  But  there  bad  been  some 
measures  resorted  to  in  consequence  -of 
these  Orders  in  Council,  which  required 
indemnity  from  parliament  for  those  who 
had  been  concerned  in  advising  and 
acting  upon  them.  It  was  not  an  unusual 
proceeding  to.issue  Orders  in  Council  con- 
cerning matters,  and  he  would  beg  of  the 
noble  lordxto  restrain  his  judgment  till 
he'  should  loiow  more  fully  the  nature 
of  those  proceedings  for  which  it  was 
proposed  to  apply  for  a  bill  of  Indemnity. 
One  of  those  was  a  measure  adopted  re- 
specting goods  imported  on  the  occasion 
from  Portugal.  From  the  hurry  in  which 
British  subjects  had  brought  themselves 
and  their  goods,  away  from  Portugal,  it 
was  found  impossible  to  provide  native 
shipping.  They  took  advantage  of  neu- 
trals to  convey  themselves  and  their  pro- 
perty to  Great  Britain.  It  was  thought 
OQt  just  to  issue  orders  to  the  officers 
of  the  customs  to  permit  those  goods-to 
be  landed,  and,  as  by  the  navigation 
laws  they  could  not  be  legally  imported, 
except  in  British  ships  or  Portuguese  ves- 
sels, it  became  therefore  necessary  to  get 
an  ipaemnrty  for  the  transaction.  This  was 
one  of  the  measures  which  required  that 
an  act  of  indemnity  should  be  applied 
for,  and  he  trusted  the  house  would  be  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  a  case  which  intitled 
the  persons  concerned  to  protection;  Again 
he  had  to  repeat|  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  not  contrary  to  law,  and  did 
not  consequently  require  any  bill  of  In- 
demnity. 

Lcfrd*  H.  Petty  apologized  to  the  right 
hpn..  gent,  for  not  having  more  distinctly 
put  his  question.  He  however  did  learn 
from  the  explanation  given  by  that  right 
hon.  gent,,  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  move  for  an  act  of  Indemnity  to  co- 
ver the.  illegality  of  any  of  the  Orders  in 
Coiihcit  '. 

The  ChaMellar  of  the  ExcJuquer  again 
repeated,  ihiat  he  had  never  stated  any 
iiitehtion  to  prin^  in^  a  bill,  of  Indemnity 
^  the.  Qrdef  s  v^  Council,  bec^ui^  they 
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involved  no  violation  of  law,  and  could 
not  consequently  require  any  indemni- 
fication for  the  parties  who  had  advised 
them*  What  he  had  stated  was,  that 
certdn  measures  had  been  adopted  under 
these  Orders  in  Council  which  required 
indemnity,  and  it  was  forthos^  measures 
that  the  bill  he  proposed  to  bring  in 
wasi  to  indemnify  the  persons  who  had 
any  share  in  them. 


HOUSE   or  LORDS. 

Thursday,  January  28. 
{Vote  of  Thanks — ^Ejcpedit^on  to  Co- 
penhagen.] Lord  Hau^xsbury  said,  he 
rose  in  pursitence  of  notice,  to  niove  a 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Officers  employed 
in  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  and 
in  doing  so  he  thought  it  would  be* only 
necessary  to  detain  their  lordships  for 
a  shor^  time.  .  This  motion,  he  would  pre- 
mise, had  no  rielation  to  the  policy  of 
that  attack,  it  merely  related  to  the  exe« 
cution  of  the  service  Qpon  which  that 
expedition  was  sent ;  and,  were  that  ex« 
pedition  .as  unjust  and  unnecessary^  as 
n^^.  thought  it  just  and  necessary,  or  as 
impolitic  and  unwise,  as  he  thought  h 
politic  and  wise,  still  he  would  contend 
that  that. would  be  no  ground  of  oppo- 
sition to  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  those  who 
had  so  ably  and  skilfully  executed  the 
services  winch  that  expedition  required. 
In  this  case,  he  would  put  out  of  consi- 
deration the  policy  of  the  expedition, 
and  confine  himself  to  the  manner  in 
which  its  purpose  had  been  carried  into 
eiFect.  llie  object  of  that  eJcpedition  was 
undoubtedly  ot  great  magnitude  and  im- 
portance; that  object  was  obtained  by 
the  skill  and  ability  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed. The  circumstances  attending  it 
were  shortly  these :  In  April  last  a  large 
force  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  war,  a  part  of 
which  was  subsequently  sent  to  co-operate 
with  the  troops  in  Swedish  Pomerania, 
When  his  majesty's  government-  after^ 
wards  received  intelligence  of  the  circum^  . 
stances  attending  the  Treaty  of  Tilset^ 
it  was  deemed  adviseable  to  send  a  large 
force  to  Copenhagen,  for  the  purpose  ot 
securmg  the  Danish  fleet,  and  preventing 
it  from  being  used  against  this  country. 
This  force  was  got  re^dy  and  sailed  with 
the  utmost  prcmiptitude,  with  a  minister 
on  board  to  nesociate  with  the  Danish 
court,  and  thereby  prevent,,  if  possible, 
the  psmbl  nei;€^s8ity  o^  lesorting  to  arms. 
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A  janctioa  was  to  be  formed  with  the^ 
troops  in  Pomerania,  the  comm^der  of 
whioh  was  to  take  the  command  of  the 
whole.  This  necessarily  took  tip  much 
'  time,  notwithstanding  which,  the  fleet  was 
off'  Copenhagen  on  the  8th  of  Aogost. 
llie  attempts  to  indace  the  Danes  peacea- 
bly to  deliver  up  their  fleet,  having  failed, 
the-  disembarkation  of  the  troops  com^ 
menced  on  the  Idth.  This  necessarily 
took  np  some  time,  and  was  not  com- 
pleted till  the  22ttd  or  23rd.  -It  was  ejected 
without  opposition,  but  when  disembark- 
ed, our  troops  had  to  contend  with  be- 
tween 30  and  40,000  men  in  arms,  besides 
the  peasantry.  Even  then,  another  at- 
tempt was  made  to  prevent  an  appeal 
to  arms,  but  thib  also  having  failed,  ap- 
proaches were  made  against  Copenha- 
gen. The  command  of  the  army  in  the 
field  was  given  to  an  hon.  friend  oi  his, 
major-general  sir  Arthi^r  Wellesley,  who 
upon  that  occasion  displayed  all .  that 
energy,  zea^,  and  ability,  wnich  so  con- 
spicuously marked  his  conduct  upon  every 
occasion.  On  the  1st  of  Sept.  the  bom- 
bardment commenced,  and  on  the  7th  a 
capitulation  was  signed ;  thus,  in  a  period 
of  14  or  15  days  the  whole  object  of  the 
expedition  was  completed.  It  was  under 
these  circumstances  that  he  called  upon 
the  house  for  a  Vote  of  Thanks.  He  was 
jpevfecdy  ready  to  admit  that  so  exalted 
aa  honour  as  tiie  thanks  of  Parliament, 
ought  not  to  be  made  too  common,  but 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  great  occasions. 
He  contended,  however,  that  if  in  this 
ease  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
the  objeet  attained  was  considered,  and 
the  skill  and  ability  displayed  in  the  means 
by  which  it  was  attained,  it  must  be 
deemed  one  of  those  instances  which  high- 
h  deserred  the  thanks  of  that  house,  nor 
dki  he  see  on  what  ground  it  could  be 
opposed.  He  did  ^t  think  it  would  be 
contended,  that  it  was  only  the  greater 
^naniitv  of  Wood  shed  in  an  action,  that 
•Btatled  the  commander  to  thanks,  as,  on 
the  contrarv,  thanks  were  rather  due  to 
a  commandfcr  who,  by  skilful  and  judi^ 
dnm  4iispositioiis,  prevented  the  efiusion 
4f  blood.  .  He,  therefore,  relied  confident- 
ly on  the  disposition  of  the  house  to  a^ee 
lo  a  Vofto  of  Thanks  in  this  instance.. 
He  &KAd  not  conclude  without  adverting 
lo  the  promptitude  and  rapidity  with 
wUch  Ibe-ftmish  ships  were  fitted  and 
bvonght  awa^^  and  the  stores  put  on  board. 
Hb  lordship  coofcluded  by  moving  the 
Tkmta  of  the  house  to  liei^  gen.  lord 
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viscount  Cathcart,  knight  of  the  thistle, 
for  the  judicious  and  decisive  measures, 
which,  after  exhausting  every  means  of 
negociation,  were  employed  by^  him  for 
effectuating  the  surrender  of  tne  Danish 
Navy  and  Arsenal  of  Copenhagen. 

Lord  Hollmtd  rose  to  perform,  what  he- 
felt  to  be  a  most  painful  duty,  for  painful 
certainly  it  was  to  him  to  remse  his  aiisent 
to  a  motion  of  the  nature  of  that  madeby^ 
the  noble  secretary  of  state.  But  as  a 
member  of  that  house  he  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  support  its  dignity,  and  not 
to  allow  the  highest  honour  it  could  confer 
on  distinguished  merit,  to  become  a  matter 
of  course,  and  to  sink  into  a  mere  compli- 
ment These  were  his  grounds  for  his  op-*  • 
position  to  the  motion,  and  he  did  not 
imagine  that  any  man  would  think  so 
meanly  of  him  as  to  soppose  that  his^vote 
on  such  an  occasion  could  be  prompted  by 
any  personal  dislike  to  the  officers  in, 
whose  favour  the  motion  had  been  made. 
Far  was  any  such  feeling  from  his  breast; 
what  acquaintance  he  had  with  these 
noble  officers  was,  indeed,  but  slender^ 
but  it  was  enough  to  fill  him  with  esteem 
for  their  private  character  and  professional 
merits.^  .  He  perfectly  agre^  with  the 
noble  secretary  in  .the  propriety  of  sepa-* 
rating  the  merits  of  the  present  motion 
from  the  qu^tion  of  the  political  princi- 
ples upon  which  die  expedition  had  beea 
undertaken,  and  he  wotild  endeavour  ta 
observe  that  distinction*  What  he>sh9uld 
oiler  was  on  the  nature  of  the  service  it- 
self, and  oii'  the  claim  it  had  to  the  dis* 
tinction  which  it  was  proposed  to  bestow 
upon  it.  The  noble  secretary  of  state  had 
dwelt  much  on  the  importance  of  the 
service,  and  on  the  skill,  judgment,  and 
promptitude,  with  which  it  was  performed. 
As  to.  the  importance  of  the  expedition^ 
another  opportunity  would  occur  to  de- 
liver his  opinion  of  it ;  but,  in  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  the  execution  of  it, 
he  could  see  nothing  that  was  entitled  to 
the  honour  of  the  thanks  of  that  house^ 
Granting  that  service  was  ij^portant; 
granting  that  it  had  .been  performed  with, 
the  utmost  ability,  yet  these  cireiimstancea. 
alone  were  not  ot  a  nature  to  challe^e 
and  justify  so* high  a  distinction*.  Where 
was  thtf  d[anger,  where  the  difficult^^  that 
were  U>  be  encountered,  and  overcome  in  . 
the  perfoimajdce  of  that  service  ?  Had  it 
in  itiiny  of  those  brilliant  ti^ts  that  ex- 
cite, admiration  and  command  respect ' 
Had  it  in  it  any  thing  that  r^edounded  tqr 
the  glory  of  tne  country,  or  to  render  its- 
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bftinft  and  ek&ractev  more  respected  and 
xnemorsble  }  in  better  times,  many  ol  the 
impovtaot  victones  gained  by  the  duke  of 
Marlborottgh^  during  tlie  wars  <rf  the  soe- 
oession,  were  passed  over  without  such  a 
distinction,  which  was  only  bestowed  upon 
lltt  nunre  splendid  achievenents  of  that 
great  general  y  and  latterly,  the  taking  of 
the  litttk  town  of  Bastia  procured  for 
.  lord  Hood  the  thanks  of  that  houae>althoi;^ 
•  the  same  honour  was  not  paid  him  for  the 
oiapture  of  Toulon,  and  of  the  French  fleet 
in  that  port.  It  was  not,  therefore,  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  service 
that  ahvaya  justifi^  the  granting  of  this 
honour,  bub  rather  the  citcumstancea  of 
^  difficuftly'  and  danger  thvouj^  which  it  waa 
aeeomplished.  It  was  in  this  point  of  view 
4iat  he  objected  to  a  vote  of  thanks  in^  the 
pi«fleat  instance.  Had  it  been  proposed 
oidy  totbafldc  the  amy,  he  might,  altbeuak 
Wb  some  weasnre  ofajiecting  to  it  on  the 
gfounda  before  stated,  have  been  induced 
to  grre  it  no  opposition  ;  but  when  it  was 
jMToposed  also  to  thank  tbe  navy  employed 
m  thiK  expecKtion,  he  felt  himself  compelled 
ioep^se  it,  because  there  was  no  oppor- 
IMmty  for  the  display  of  naval  skill.  He 
could  not  sufficiently  impress  upon  the 
h#a3e  the  great  importance  of  not  fender- 
ing  the  high-  and  peculiar  honour  of  the 
thanks  of  parliament  toa  common  :  in 
order  to  preserve  its  value  it  ought  Uy  be 
reeerfed  for  great  occasions,  for  brilliaitt 
exploits  and  splended  victories,  as  in  the 
Roman  republic  triumipha  were  never 
granted  but  for  the  most  ^lendid  achieve* 
ments.  hi  the  present  instance,  he  thought 
tlMVevrerenot  opportonities  given  for  the 
display  of  t&ose  qualities,  the  exercise  of 
^rfaich  flight  to  entitle  officers  to  the  thanks 
of  parliament^  and  therefore,,  viewing  the 
^•stiofi  as  he  did,  entirelv  upon  publio 
pmcfple^  he  feh  himself  pamfulfy  and 
relnetaatly  oempelled  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion* 

l^ie  Earl  of  Mohna  said,  that  it  v(ra»  with 
great  regret  he  folt  himself  under  the  ne- 
oesnty  of  dififeriuff  from  his  noble  friend. 
He  approved  of  the  mamier  in  which  the 
noble  secretary  had  tntr<Miuced  the  mo^ 
tlion.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  im* 
pvopfir  than  to  have  ooimected  it  with  the 
pohtical  expediency  of  the  attack  upon 
Copenhagen.  It  would  haye  been  highly 
improper,  if  the  troops  employ/sd  on  any 
occasion  should  exercise  their  judgment 
as  te^  the  propriety  of  the  object;  The 
Iroops  which  were  sent  to  Copenhagen 
went  Antc,  tmderthe impression  that  they 


were  gotn^  to  combat  for  the  hoifour  and 
interests  M  their  country.  Tihe  only  ques- 
tion, therefoteb  which  could  properly  be 
lak«a  into  oMttsdnralion  by  the  house  was^ 
whether  thev  had  w^ll  ^rformed  the 
duty  assigned  to  them.  .  It  that  duty  wa» 
well  performed,  it  would  .not  become  the 
bowse  to  refoae  their  thanks.  His  lordship 
was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind,  that  every  - 
person  engaged  in  that  expedition  had 
done  his  duty,  and  therefore  he  would 
^Ve  his  cordial  support  to  the  motion. 

Lord  Auckland,  although  no  man  more 
deprecated  the  deviation  of  this  country 
from  the  saoctianed  principles  of  moral 
and  national  ju8lace>  was  still  willing  to 
give  his  vote  of  approbati<mfor  the  energy/ 
promptitude,  zeal,  and  humanity,  with 
which  the  officers,  who  commanded^  had 
exei-uted  that  sad  and  melancholy  service* 
^  The  Earl  of  Mmlerave  contended,  that 
tho  manner  in  which  the  service  was  exe* 
cuted  amply  deserved  the  thanks  of  par«* 
Uament  With  respect  to  thaaiks  not  be- 
ing voted  to  lord  Hood,  for  obtainiM  pos- 
session of  Toulon  and  the  French  fleet  ia 
that  hariiour,  there  was  in  .that  instance 
no  opportunity  for  the  display  of  naval  od 
'  military  fdeill,  the  town  having  been  de-' 
'  livered  up  to  that  nofcile  lord  whilM  ho 
was  blockading  the  port,  by  one  of  ther 
contending  foctions  m  that  place  whicli 
had  obtamed  the  ascendancy.  He  couM 
not  admit  that  valour  aloae  was  a  ground 
for  voting  the  thanka  of  parliament;  were 
that  the  cajie,  not  a  week  vwjold  pass  over 
his  head  in  the  situation  wluch  he  had 
the  honour  to  hold»  but  he  dxould  hav« 
to  call  for  the  thanks  of  parliament  for 
exploits  of  the  greatest  bravery.  It  was,  ^ 
he  contended,  the  eminent  display  of  skill 
and  science,  combined  wkh  4ie  magni*' 
tuda  and  importance  of  the  o4)ject,  thai 
more  peculiarly '  deserved  that  high  hoi 
nolir;  In  the  attack  upon  Copenhaaept 
skill  and  scfieace  had  eminently  been  dis* 
played  in  the  dispositions  made  for  tht 
attainment  of  the  4esii«d  object.  The 
noble  lord  (HollaiKi)  seemed  lo  «hink  il 
possible,  that  he  might  have  be«n  Mhiced 
to  consent  to  avoteof  thanks  to  t;he  armr^ 
but  objejcted  to  one  to  the  navy.  Hm 
could  not,  however,  see  npon  what  ^p[iouif() 
any  snch  distinction  could  be  made.  The 
most  skilful  dfspositiohs  were  made  by 
lord  Gambier  in  ^e  distributicm  of  th0 
fleet  under  hk  command  ;  that  part  of  il 
entrusted  to  rear-admn*al  Keatir^  was  ex^ 
tended  fet  900  miles^  and  had  for  its  ob- 
ject to  cat  e^the  eommttttToatloftbotwiieii 
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Zealand  and  the  continent.  By  this  means 
the  Danish  army  in  Holstein  were  prevented 
Irom  passing  into  Zealand,  which,  had 
they  been  enabled  to  do,  the  great  object 
of  the  expedition  might  have  been  of 
doubtful  attainment ;  at  all  events,  it  must 
have  been  rendered  a. service  of  difficulty 
and  danger.  The  skill,  therefore,  he  con- 
tended, of  admiral  lord  Gambler,  had 
been  conspicuously  manifested ;  but  in  any 
case,  when  the  army  and  navy  were  con- 
jointly employed,  to  vote  thanks  to  one 
and  not  to  the  other,  could  tend  to  no 
possible  good;  on  the  contrary,  it  must 
tend  to  excite  a  jealousy  between  the  two 
branches  of  oiir  forces.  It  had,  besides, 
always  been  the  practice  to  unite  them  in 
votes  of  thanks,  where  they  were  jointly 
employed. 

Earl  Grry  (late  lord  Howick)  rose  and 
addressed  the  house  for  the  first  time." 
Ke  observed,*  that  no  one  felt  more 
strongly  than  he  did  the  propriety  of 
abstaining  from  any  discussion  of  the  ge- 
neral measure  on  this  occasion.  Nothmg 
could  be  more  unbecoming  a  man  than  to 
mix  any  party  feelings  with  the  question. 
The  manner  in  which  the  debate  had 
been  conducted  afforded  an  example,  that 
it  was  possible  to  discuss  a  subject  arising 
out  of  a  great  political  question,  without 
introducing  invidious  or  personal  obser- 
vation. He  rose  for  the  purpose  rather 
of  expressing  his  approbation  of  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  his  noble  friend 
(lord  Holland),  than  in  the  hope  of  add- 
ing any  thing  to  the  arguments  by  which 
they  were  supported.  They,  as  his  ar- 
guments in  general  were,  were  unan- 
swerable. To  the  conduct  of  the  expe- 
dition, or  to  the  merits  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed, he  had  nothing  to  object.  They 
nad  done  all  that  was  expected  or  re- 
quired of  them,  and  they  would  have  done 
more  if  more  had  been  required.  What 
he,  as  well  as  his  noble  friend,  contended 
for  was,  that  the  object  of  the  expedition 
to  the  Baltic  was  neither  of  sufficient 
magnitude,  nor  attended  with  sufficient 
difficulty,  to  entitle  those  engaged  in  it 
to  the  thanks  of  that  house.  He  could  by 
no  means  accede  to  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  noblesecretary  of  state,  that 
the  magnitude  of  an  object  was  of  itself 
sufficient  grounds  for  the  approbation  of 
parliament.  Suppose  a  Russian  fleet, 
greater  than  that  of  Denmark,  in  a  British 
port,  and  that  orders  were  sent  down  to 
the  port  admiral  to  take  possession  of  it, 
was  he  to  deceive  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
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ment  because  he  had  so  disposed  the  men 
of  war  under  his  command,  as  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  getting  out,  and  conse- 
quently surrendering  ?  This  no  man  would 
say  was  an  occasion  worthy  of  such  a 
high  honour.  When  the  two  cases  united ; 
when  magnitude  of  object  was  combined 
with  difficulty  of  enterprise — these,  in- 
deed, were  fit  subjects  for  parliamentary 
honours.  It  was  far  from  his  intention  to 
detract  in  the  smallest  degree  from  the 
merits  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen.  They  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  justice  or  injustice 
of  the  service?  in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed. The  only  question  was,  whether 
they  had  done  their  duty,  and  whether 
that  duty  was  a  fit  object,  for  the  thanks 
of  that  house.  But,  would  it  be  said,  that 
the  sei-vices  performed,  and  particularly 
by  the  navy,  were  of  that  character  ? 
There  were  frequent  instances  of  large 
fleets  unclergoing  great  privations  for 
weeks,  nay  for  months,  and  yet  he  never 
heard  that  such  services  obtained  the 
thanks  of  parliament.  As  to  any  difficulty 
in  the  enterprise,  the  house  had  the  au- 
thority of  ministers  that  there  was  none. 
Had  they  not  said,  in  one  of  their  decla- 
rations, or  proclamations,  that  they  sent 
such  a  force  into  the  Baltic  as  rendered 
any  resistance  impossible?  It  was  most 
pamful  for  him,  rising  as  he  did  for  the 
first  time  in  ^hat  house,  to  oppose  the 
motion.  He  did  it,  however,  on  public 
grounds.  He  would  again  repeat,  that 
he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  conduct 
of  the  expedition;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  it  was  of  that  importance,  or  that  it 
was  attended  with  that  danger  or  diffi- 
culty, wliich  entitled  those  who  were  em- 
ployed in  it  to  the  thanks  of  that  house. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried. After  which,  a  discussion  took  place 
on  that  part  of  the  Resolution,  which  thank- 
ed adm.  Gambier  for  fitting  out  the  Danish 
navy.  It  was  opposed  by  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  earls  Grey  and  Lauderdale,  and 
lord  Holland;  and  supported  by  lords 
Mul grave  and  Hawkesbury ;  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative.  Resolutions  to  the 
subordinate  officers,  and  to  the  troops  and 
sailors  employed,  similar  to  those  passed 
this-day  in  the  house  of  commons,  were 
also  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  Januaiy  28. 
[American  Treaty  Bill.]     Mr.    Rose 
moved   the  order  of  the  day,  for  g6iiig 
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into  a  committee  on  the  Act  of  last  session 
regulating  the  Trade  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Eden   regarded  this  motion  with 
pleasure,  so  far  as  it  went  to  prove  a  dis- 
position to  conciliate  und  maintain  good 
^will  and  amity  with  the  American  States; 
and  it  gave  Ibim  still  farther  satisfaction, 
,  inasmuch  ^s  it  seemed  to  indicate  a  "hope 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  that 
the  existing  differences  would  be  recon-. 
ciled  and  done  away.     He  was  however, 
surprised,  under  the  circums.tances  now  ex- 
isting in  America,  to  find   the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1797,  made  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  Treaty  of  commerce  and  amity 
with  the   United  States,  now  proposed  for 
renewal^  without  any  reserve  or  modifi- 
cation.     If  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
look  to  the  preamble  of  the  act,  he  would 
find  that  it  was  framed  on  the  principle  of 
a  reciprocal  freedom  of  commerce  betweei^ 
the  two  countries.     But  now,  when  the 
non-importation  act  was  renewed  by  the 
American  legislature  in  all  its  strict;iess, 
and  when  an  embargo  was  laid  in  the 
Arnerican  ports,  was  it  a  time  for  Gi-eat 
Britain  to  renew  without  reserve,^  all  the 
indulgences  of  the  periods  of  most  amica- 
ble relation.    The  act  now  in  existence 
had  five  weeks  of  its  period  still  to  run  ; 
was  it  not  proper  to  pause,  at  least  for  a 
part  of  that  time,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  arrival  of  our  envoy  extraor- 
dinary in  America,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
intelligence,  that  must  have  neSirly  at  the 
same  time  been  received,  of  the  unjust 
proceedings  of  France,  might  not,  on  more 
mature  consideration,    have   taught   the 
American  government  to  adopt  a  more 
wise  and  moderate  system  of  conduct  ?    If 
the  embargo  should  be  taken  off,  and  the 
Non- importation  act  i^epealed,  his  objec- 
tions would  no  longer  exist.     But  if  the 
American  government  should  be  so  unrea- 
st)nable  as  to  overlook  the  outrages  of 
France,  and  to  |-equire  from  us  conces- 
sions beyond  all  reason,  a  very  different 
course  would  become  us.    Another  reason 
why  he  was  averse  to  the  renewal  of  the 
act,  was  the  refusal  of  the  American  go* 
vernment  to  ratify  the  treaty  concluded 
last  year*    Many  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  were  incorporated  in  that  treaty,  and 
\yhen  the  American  government  refiised 
to  accept  them  in  the  shape  of  a  national 
covenant,  why  should  we  grant  them,  with- 
out any   reciprocal  consideration,  in  the 
^hape  of  an  act  of  parliament? 

Mr.  Ro8€  said,  the  object  of  the  m&BL^ 


sure  he.proposed  to  renew,  was  to  continue 
the  pi-ovisiwis  of  the  act  of  1794,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  £ailure  or  omission  or 
making  an  arrangement  under  the  12tk 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1797,  in  the  time 
stipulated.  In  consequence  of  that  omis*- 
sion,  it  became  necessary  to  pass  the  In- 
tercourse act  of  last  session,  to  prevent  the 
trade  with  the  United  States  from  falling 
.to  the  ground.  That  act  would  expire  in 
about  four  weeks.  It  would  take  three 
weeks  to  pass  a  bill  to  renew  it,  ami  thei-e- 
fore  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  If  America- 
had  precipitately  taken  measures  hostile 
to  this  country,  it  became  us  to  show  an 
example  of  the  dignity  and  moderation> 
that  became  a  great  and  upright  nation^ 
He  hoped  America  would  profit  by  so  in-- 
structive  an  example,  and  if  she  should  not> 
he  should  still  find  a  satisfaction  in  think- 
ing, that  this  country  had  erred  rather  oi^ 
the  side  of  forbearance  and  deliberation 
than  of  anger  and  precipitancy.  His  hon. 
friend  should  be  aware,  that  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Navigation  act  no  Ame- 
rican vessel  CQuld  enter  the  ports  of  thitf 
country,  unless  special  provision  were 
made  by  act  of  parliament  to  that  effect. 
To  make  that  provision  was  one  of  th(r 
objects  of  the  measure  now  propoded^ 
There  ws^  no  reason  why  American  ships 
should  be  excluded  from  bringing  the  pro*- 
duce  of  their  country  to  our  ports,  any 
more  than  the  ships  of  any  other  nation. 
As  te  giving  a  power  to  the  king  and 
council,  why  should  that  be  done  by  the 
king  and  council^  which  could  be  done  by 
the  legislatare,  particularly  at  a  time  when 
parliament  was  sitting  ?  He  proposed  to 
limit  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  the  period 
of  the  present  sessioiv  of  parliament,  with 
,  a. power  to  repeal  or  alter  it  at  any  time 
that  it  might  be  thought  necessary.  Some 
regulation  was  indispensably  necessary, 
and  this  measure  was  the  most  reasonable 
that  he  could  think  of. — The  house  then 
went  into  the  committee.  After  which,  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue 
the  acts  passed  for  carrying  into  efifect  the 
Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Amity  between 
his  majesty  and  the  Ututed  States  of  Ame^ 
rica. 

[VoTi  OP  Thanks. — ^Exi^EnmoN  to 
CoPENHAGfiN.}  Lord  Castkreagh' TO»t, 
pursuant  to  notice^  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  late  services  of  his  ma- 
ty's  army  and  navy  in  the  Baltic.  What- 
ever  difference  of  opinion  there  might  be 
as  to  the  political  character  of  the  ]|^pedi- 
tion  in  tjiis  houses  he  flattered  himselt  t)iai 
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BO  diSerence  wpuld  exist  on  tke  proposi- 
iion  he  was  about  to  gubmit.    It  had  al- 
ivays  be^n   the   custom  to  consider  the 
ierviqes  rendered  by  bw  majesty's  army 
and  navy  in  cwrrying  into  eflfect  the  orders 
4^ith  which  they  were  entrusted,  distinctly 
and    separately   from  the  merits  of  the 
poHcy  by  which  his  majesty's  niinLiters  ^ 
were  actuated  in  issuing  those  orders.  This 
being  the  established  custom,  he  should 
certainly  not  be  th^  first  to  deviate  from 
so  wise  andj>roper  a  priietice.     It  was  a 
justice  due  to  the  army  and  the  navy,  who 
were  never  called  upon  to  decide  as  to 
the  propriety  or  impropriety,  nor  to  mix 
their  conduct  with  that  of -those  by  whose 
Impulse  they  acted,  and  who  alone  were 
responsible  for  the  prudence,  justice,  wis- 
dom, aind  policy  of  the  plans  they  directed 
to  be    carried   into   execution.     It  was, 
therefore,  flue  to  the  army  and  navy  to 
look  <mly  to  the  execution,  which  was 
the  distinctservice  that  fell  to  their  charge. 
But  it  was  not  to  the  army  and  navy  alone 
that  this  distinct  considei'aticn  now  was 
a  point  of  justice,  but  also  to  the  gentlemen 
in  the  house  who  might  differ  from  his 
majesty's  ministers  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  plans  that  might  be  carried  into  effect. 
Those  gentlemen  would  naturally  wish  to 
bear  testimony,  as  warmly  as  any  others, 
to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
army  and  navy  ;  but  they  would  find  dif: 
ficulty  in  doing  so  with  satisfaction,  if  the 
merits  of  the  army  and  the  navy  were 
not  submitted  in  a  shape  wholly  distinct 
firom  the  conduct  of  ministers.    The  only 
question  that  could  be  entertf^ined  on  the 
particular  service  for  which  he  proposed 
to  ask  tbe  thanks  of  the  house  was,  whe- 
ther, taking  the  whole  character  of  the 
achievement^    the   difficulties  that  were 
overcome,  and  the  manner  of  surmounting 
them*  the  conduct  of  the  army  and  navy 
in  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  was  such, 
as  to  call  for  the  greatest  reward  a  grateful 
nation  could  bestow — ^the  thanks  of  the 
country  by  the  organ  of  its  representative 
body.     He  submitted  this  motion,  with  a 
&11  consideration  of  the  jealousy  wUh 
which  parliament  ought  always  to  guard 
asaiost  giving  the  distinguisned  sanction 
4M  its  approbation  to  services,  not  of  an 
amount  sufficient  to.  entitle  them  to  this 
high  reward.    With  req)ect  to  t^e  nature 
and  amount  of  the  servioe  peribrmed  at 
Copenhagen,  there  could  be  bui  one  opi- 
nion aa^to  its  being  of  the  highest  impor- 
lanee.    Wbethw   the  magnkude  of  the 
•Igeotthat  c^Jfedfortli  tb»«xer4i9n»  the 


extent  of  the  means  employed,  or  the  re- 
sult of  the    enterprise    Was    considered, 
there  would  hardly  be  found  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  an  enterprise  in  which  the 
exertion  of  naval  and  military  skill  and 
power  had 'been  put  forth  with  so  much 
energy  and  effect.     He  allowecl  the  ex- 
ceptions which  the  hon.  gentlemen  op- 
posite had  to  the  expedition,  in  a  moral 
and*  political   point  of   viewy  might    in 
their  eyes  take  from*  the   value   of  the 
service  rendered  to  the  country.     But,  so 
large  a  naval  force  not  only  rescued  from 
the  hs^ds  of  the  enemy,  but  added  to  our* 
own  naval  power,  could  not  surely  be 
considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  an 
accession  of  strength  that   called  for  a 
just  tribute  of  approbation  and  acknow- 
ledgment to  those  by  whom  it  was  ob- 
tained.    It  was  a  more  natural  question 
to  examine  whether  the  difficulties  opposed 
to  our  force  were  of  such  a  nature  and 
amount  as  to  constitute  a  claim  to  a  very 
high  degree  of  credit  for  having  over- 
come them,  and  on  this  head  he  conceived 
that  he  observed  a  sort  of  scepticism  on 
the  other  side,  and  to  some,  though  not 
any  considerable  extent,  out    of   doors. 
It  was  argued  by  those  persons,  that  the 
operation  had  been  so  easy,  so  simple,  so 
little  attended  with  opposition  or  difficul- 
ty, that  the  army  and  navy  were  not 
entitled  for  its  accomplishment,  to  that 
mode  of  thtoks  which,  on  other  occasions^ 
it  was'  usual  to  bestow  on  them.    He, 
however,  knew  well,  that  there  had  been 
diffictUties  of  very  serious,  maffnitude  to 
overcome.     It  was  certain,  that  nis  majes- 
ty's ministers,  when  they  had  been  de- 
termined on  the  painful  duty  of  under- 
taking this  expedition,  at  a  Very  critical 
conjuncture,  had  at  the  same  time,  felt  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  prepare  such  a 
force,  as,  by  taking  away  all  hope  of 
effectual  resistance,  woukl  force  Denmark 
to  a  quiet  submission  to  the  demands 
made  in  his  majesty's  name,  or  enforce 
compliance,  with  the  least  possible  loss 
to  his  majesty^s  forces  and  to  the  Danes, 
whose  blood  it  was  equally  a  matter  of 
desire  and  of  feeling  to  spare.    On  this 
principle,  the.  force  that  was  already  in 
the  Baltic  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  king  of  Sweden,  was  Ordered 
to  meet  the  force  that  v^ras  sent  directly 
from  this  country,  and  never,  certainly, 
did  a  more  efficient  army  appear  in  any 
part  of  the  world 'to 'assert  the  cause 
of  this  country.    Now,  as  to  the  opposi- 
tion ;this  army  had  to  encounth-,  U  was 
I      m2 
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a  false  notion  that  Denmark  was  wholly 
unprepared  to  resist  on  the  side  of  Zea- 
land.    It  was  not  the  fact,  that  the  whole, 
military  force  of  Denmark  was  collected 
in  Holstein.     From  the  best  inquiry,   it 
had   been  ascertained,  that  exclusive   of 
the    citizens    and   peasants  vi^ho    formed 
irregular  corps,  there  were  not  less  than 
35,000  men  who  had  been  trained  and 
accustomed  to  bear  arms  in  the  seiVice 
of  the  king  of  Denmark,  including  regu- 
lar and  militia  forces,  seamen  and  marines. 
The  garrison  of  Copenhagen  was  15,000, 
that  of  Cronenburg  4,000,  and  the  force 
in   the   country,  attacked  and   disJDersed 
by    sir  Arthur   Wellesley,  was   16,000, 
making   altogether  35,000.      This  force 
was  always  open  to  increase  by  rein- 
forcements from  the  other  islands.    The 
'  Belt    could  not    be    always  sufficiently 
guarded  to  prevent  such  reinforcements 
from  being  thrown  in,  and  they  had,  in 
fa,ct,   been  thrown  in  ,to  some  amount. 
The  town  of  Copenhagen,  so  far  as  its 
extent  admitted,  was  equal  to  any  for- 
tress, and  from  the  nature  of  the  works 
bv  which  it  was  surrounded  was  incapa- 
ble of  surprise.     The  works  towards  the 
sea  were,  in  fact,  invulnerable;  and  on 
the  land  side,   the   nature   of  the  ditch 
rendered  it  extremely  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, if  not   impossible    to  approach. 
These  difficulties  were  not  to  be  estimated 
at  nought,  though  they  ultimately  gave 
way  to   a  bombardment,  against  which 
it  was  impossible  to  hold  out.     With  re- 
spect to  the  time   in  which  the  service 
was  accomplished,  it  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  every  expedition  should 
be   used  ;    and    when   gentlemen  consi- 
dered the  difficulty  of  landing  and  bring- 
ing up  heavy  ordnance  to  the  extremity 
of  a  line  which  extended  four  miles  from 
the  landing  place,  and  when  it  was  consi- 
dered, that  the  whole  of  this  difficult  and 
arduous,  and  important  preparation  was 
completed  between   the   18th  of  August 
and  the  2d  of  Sept.  when  the  town  was 
summoned  to  surrender,  the  zeal  and  dili- 

fence  with  which  this  part  of  the  service 
ad  been  executed  would  be  found  deserv- 
ing of  the  highest  commendation.  Thedis- 
positionon  which  the  British  commanders 
had  acted,  was  evinced  in  the  summons 
sent  when  they  were  ready  to  commence 
the  bombardment.  It  was  certainly  right, 
that  no  desultory  attacks  shpuld  be  allow- 
ed, till  the  great  operations,  which  could 
not  be  resisted,were  arranged:  except  mere 
l^ngagements  of  defenije,  no  other  actions 


had  taken  place  before  the  grand  attacks 
The  most  favourable  conditions  were  oSet" 
ed,  and  it  was  not  till  the  Danes  rei^sed  to 
come  to  any  terms,  that  a  single  gun  wa» 
fired.     No  one  lamented  more  than  he  did 
the  fatal  effects  of  the  attack;  but  if  the  place 
was  to  be  reducedat  all,  the  mode  of  etect- 
ing  that  object  that  had  been  resorted  to  was 
certainly  the  best.    A  regular  siege  would 
have  been  attended  with  more  loss  on  the 
part  of  the  British,  as  well  as  of  the  Danes* 
Nothing  but  the  smallness  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  British  could  be  pleaded  in 
diminution  of  the  success  obtained  by  the 
British.    This  arose,  not  from  any  want  of 
means  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  do  in- 
jury.   The  killed  and  wounded  on  our  part 
were  no  more  than  300  men.     But  the 
small  loss  sustained  was  a  circumstance  to 
add  to,  rather  than  to  take  from,  the  me- 
rit of  our  commanders.    When  the  whole 
character  of  the  transaction,  the  number 
of  men  the  eneriiy  had  in  arms,  their  faci- 
lities of  receiving  reinforcements,  the  diffi- 
culty of  reducing  so  large  a  place  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  year,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  effecting  the  reduction  by  any 
other  sort  of  attack  than  that  described ; 
when  all  these  things  were  considered,  he 
had  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  the  army  and 
navy  had  atchi^ved  a  service  as  great  as 
any  that  had  ever  been  performed  by  a 
British  force  ;  they  had  atchieved  that  ser- 
vice in  the  most  effectual  manner,  and  the 
humanity  and   eenerosit3r  which  distin- 
guished the  whole  of  their  conduct,  both 
in  hostility  and  in  victory,  shed  a  fresh 
lustre  over  their  glory.     On  this  last  point 
certainly  there  could  be  but  one  opinion, 
both  within  doors  and  without— Having 
thus  far  endeavoured  to  do  justice  to  the 
merits  of  the  anny,  he  should  not  satisfy 
his  feelings  if  he  did  not  do  a  similar  justice 
to  the   other  departments.     It  wai  not' 
usual  for  parliament  to  take  notice  of  the 
merits  of  the  departments  that  were*  con- 
cerned in  the*  outfit  of  expeditions ;   and 
the  persons'emplpyed  in  those  departments 
were  as  little  disposed  to  take  merit  to 
themselves.    The  time  at  which  the  ex- 
pedition was  sent  out,  and  the  effectual 
manner  in  which  every  part  of  the  prepa- 
ration, naval  and  military,  was  brought  in 
aid  of  the  object,  called  for  a  share  of  ac- 
knowledgment to  all  the  co-operators.    If 
•  it  was  wise  to  undertake  the  expedition  at 
all,  it  was  doubly  incumbent  to  lose  no  . 
time.  Delaywould  have  increased  the  diffi-  . 
culty  and  the  eventual  lods  to  this  country 
and  to  the  Danes.   Hiere  was  not  only  the 
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risque  of  the  Danes  drawing  their  army  from 
Holstein  to  Zealand;  but  the  French  army 
of  40,000  men,  under  theVommand  of  mar- 
shal Bernadotte^  then  on  the  frontiers  of  that 
province,  made  no-  secret  of  its  destina- 
tion.— A  considerable  British  force  was 
already  prepared  for  service  on  theconti- 
uent;  .b\it  it  was  necessary,  in  altering  the 
destination,  to  make  a  material  change  in 
the  equipment  of  this  force,  by  furnishing 
it  ydA  the  means  of  carrying  on  a  siege. 
A  larire  number  of  transports  were  col- 
lected, but  their  destination  was  to  be  al- 
tered. An  ordnance  train,  the  largest 
ever  sent  from  this  country,  was  to  be 
prepared  and  embarked.  All  these  pre- 
parations were  made  between  the  19th 
July,  when  his  majesty's  ministers,  having 
shortly  before  received  the  information 
which  determined  them,  took  his  majes- 
ty^s  pleasure  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
expecition  and  issued  their  orders  accord- 
ingly, to  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  when 
the  expedition  sailed,  completely  prepared 
and  equipped  in  every  matter  essential  to 
a  fleet  and  army.  It  was  certainly  in  a 
great  measure  owing  to  the  exertions  of 
the  Transport  and  Victualling  Boards,  and 
the  Board  of  Ordnance,  that  a  British 
force  of  25,000  men  was  assembled  ready 
to  act  in  the  Baltic  before  the  middle  of 
August. — ^Having  thus  pointed  out  the  mi- 
litary merits  of  the  enterprise,  and  the 
useful  co-operajion  of  the  public  boards, 
he  submitted  to  the  house,  whether  a  great 
injustice  would  not  be  done  if  those  merits 
were  not  acknowledged,  whatever  doubts 
seme  might  entertain  of  the  moral  justice 
and  good  policy  of  the  enterprise.  He 
could  not  think  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
result  without  being  satisfied,  that  the 
service  called  for  the  acknowledgment  of 
parliament.  If  the  navy  had  not  don6  so 
much  as  the  army,  yet  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to^ay,  that  though  it  was  not  prudent 
to  bring  the  men  of  war  to  act  directly 
against  the  formidable  defences  of  Copen- 
hagen towards  the  sea,  they  had  rendered 
the  most  important  service  in  checking 
the  small  craft,  that  would  otherwise  have 
annoyed  the  flank  of  the  British  army, 
impeded  its  operations,  and  added  much 
to  the  loss  of  men.  Certainly,  never  was 
greater  exertion  displayed  in  th^  equip- 
ment of  a  navy,  than  was  exhibited  ^y  the 
British  seamen  at  Copenhagen,  in  fitting 
out  18  sail  of  the  line,  besides  frigates  and 
smaller  vessels,  in  six  weeks.  It  was  true, 
these  ships  were  in  a  higher  state  of  pre- 
servation than  was  usual  for  ships  lying 


in  x>rdinary,  and  such  as  to  indicate  an  ap** 
pearance  of  preparation,  for  active  Wf-^ 
vice,  but  there  was  yet  much  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  equip'm^t.  The  noble  Idrd 
concluded  with  moviii^^  '^'■That  the  thanks 
of  the  house  be  given  t6  lieut.  general  the 
right  hon.  lord  viscount  Cathcart,  knight 
of  the  most  ancient  order  of  the  Thistle, 
commander  of  his  majesty's  forces  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  for  the  judicious  and  de- 
cisive measures,  which,  af^er  exhausting 
evfery  means  of  negotiation,  were  employ- 
ed by  him  for  etfectuatnig  the  surrencfer 
of  the  Danish  Navy  and  Arsenal  of  Copen- 
hagen." The  Resolution  being  read  from 
the  chair, 

Mr.  Windham,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
tinction taken  by  the  noble  lord,  felt  him- 
self under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  op- 
posing the  present  motion ;  and  if  such 
had  been  his  opinion  before,  certainly  no- 
thing that  had  been  said  by  the  noble  lord 
could  have  the  effect  of  alt;ering  his  deter^ 
miration.  It  was  unpleasant  to  object  to 
a  motion  of  this  kind,  because  the  party, 
principally  interested  was  brought  before 
the  house  by  no  fault  of  its  own.  It  was 
unpleasant  to  object  to  what  was  asked  in 
their  name,  though  not  by  them.  It  was 
unpleasant  also,  because  there  was  an  ide^ 
that  where  praise  was  withheld  there  was 
an  intention  to  cast  blame.  Certainl};^ 
here  there  iiras  no  room  for  any  such  con- 
struction as  that,  for  he  subscribed  most 
heartily  and  chearfully  to  all  that  had  been  • 
said  of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  army 
and  navy  in  all  that  had  been  done;  they 
had  done  all  that  men  ought  to  do.  The 
moderation  and  temper  with  which  they 
had  conducted  themselves,  served  to  miti- 
gate the  harshness  of  the  enterprise  on 
which  they  were  employed.  It  was  cer- 
tainly right  to  keep  the  merits  of  the  army 
and  navy  distinct  from  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  ministers ;  and  to  separate  the 
consideration  of  the  orders  from  that  of  the 
execution.  But  it  was  not  so  easy  to 
separate  and  keep  distinct  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  service.  The  nature  of 
the  service  was  always  one  of  the  indispen- 
sable rules  by  which  public  gratitude  was 
measured.  In  all  military  annals,  there 
were  instances  of  as  great  personal  merit  in 
the  minutest  actions,  as  in  operations  on 
the  largest  scale;  in  single  ships,  in  luggers 
and  schooners,  in  packets  even,-  as  there 
was  lately  a  brilliant  example,  above  all,  in 
actions'of  boats.  In  all  these  cases  ther^ 
was  as  much  courage^  as  much  2eal,  as 
much  heroism^  as  much  true  contempt  of 
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4eath  as  in  the  engagements  of  great  fleets 
and  armies;  yet  these  cases  were  not  con- 
sidered of  sumcient  magnitude  to  call  for 
ihe  thanks  of  parliament.  It  was  also 
beyond  a  question,  that  there  was  greater 
merit  in  effectuag  a  judicious  retreat  be- 
fore a  superior  enemy,  than  in  hasardinga 
battle  under  every  prospect  of  defeat. 
The  sanction  of  the  approbation  of  parlia- 
ment would  be  particularly  called  for  in 
such  a  case  to  rescue  merit  from  ignorant 
censure.  Success  was  no  criterion  in  point 
of  justice,  but  in  point  of  practice  it  was ; 
.and  it  was  only  as  the  emanation  of  national 
exultation,  upon  great  success  and  great 
public  servi9e,  that  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment ought  properly  to  be  regarded.  We 
sbouki  be  able  to  say,  'this  is  a  subject  on 
which  every  heart  gives  a  loose  to  joy;  this 
is  the  expression  of  the  general  feeling, 
and  the  triumph  is  made  manifest  by  the 
gratei^l  acknowledgments  of  the  legisla- 
ture.' But  who  could  say  that  th#  present 
was  a  case  in  which  every  heart  exulted  ? 
This  was  not  a  case  similar  to  that  in  which 
British  troops  had  conquered  the  con- 
querors of  the  world ;  where  those  who  had 
assumed  the  title  of  invincible  were  met 
without  any  advantage  of  numbers,  man 
to'  man,  and  yielded  to  the  superiority 
of  British  prowess.'  Thatj  indeed,  was 
a  triumph  on  which  every  British  bosom 
exulted  ;  diat  was  a  triumph  worth  fifty 
navies  of  Denmark.  But  this  .was  not 
.the  feeling  on  which  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters'acted,  any  more  than  those  self- 
erected  tribunals,  formed  probably  at 
first  upon  good  intentions,  but  threatening 
to  become  in  the  end  a  most  serious  mis- 
chief to  the  country, — ^who  while  they 
think  but  little  of  Battles  of  Maida,  the 
sources  only  of  national  glory,  know  no 
bounds  to  their  exultation  on  any  mea- 
sures which  promise  to  open  a  source  of 
commercial  speculation;  Who  set  them- 
selves up,  not  merely  as  the  rivals,  but  as 
the  opponents,  of  the  king's  tribunals; 
who  acquit  where  those  condemn;  who  cry 
up^  to  the  skies  those  whom  tht  others  have 
pronounced  to  be  offenders;  who  set  at 
nought  the  rules  by  which  his  majesty 
means  his  service  to  be  governed ;  who 
teach  an  officer  to  say,  '  no  matter  what 
'  my  profession  thinks  jor  what  the  king's 
*  courts  decide,  I  have  other  resources  to 
'  trust  to,  I  have  other  cards  in  hand ; 
* '  King  loses.  Knave  wins ;'  If  I  am  a  culprit 

<  8^  Portsmouth,  I  may  still  be  what  is  much 

<  fetter,  a  hero  at  XJoyds.'    The  noble 
lord  was,  BO  doubt,  thoroughly  satisfied  of 


the  general  exultation  of  the  country,  at 
the  success  of  the  expedition;  but  the 
pain  he  afterwards  expressed  himself  to 
have  felt  arrested  his  assertion,  and  did 
more  justice  to  his  disposition  aitd  prin* 
ciples.  If  pain  was  to  make  part  of  the 
sensations  excited*  the  joy  could  not  be 
very  complete.  It  was  not  in  fact,  nor 
OQght  to  be,  that  unmixed  effusion  which 
we  w;itnes8  in  the  country  pn  any  of  those 
occasi(ms  which  really  and  truly  and  as 
it  were  by  acclamation,  call  forth  the 
thanks  of  this  house,  but  that  sort  of 
sober,  chastised,  subdued  joy,  if  joy  was 
to  be  felt  at  all,  which  a  father  would 
feel  on  hearing  that  his  son's  life  was  safe, 
but  saved  by  an  operation  which  was  to 
leave  him  a  sufferer  and  a  cripple  all  the 
rest  of  his  days.  It  was  not  ih  this  state 
of  m'md,  nor  for  successes  of  this  descrip- 
tion, that  a  nation  indulged  in  public  re- 
joicings, or  poured  forth  its  acknowledg- 
ments to  those  by  whom  these  successes 
had  been  obtained,  however  meritorious, 
individually,  their  conduct  might  have 
been.  National  thanks  implied  national 
rejoicing ;  and  national  rejoicing  did  not 
belong  to  the  present  occasion.  It  was 
on  this  principle  that  he  heard  with  pain 
and  disgust  the  firing  of  the  Park  and 
Tower  guns,  pn  the  day  when  the  news 
arrived.  It  was  a  call  for  exultation  on 
an  occasion,  where  sorrow  for  the  necessity 
of  using  force,  and  sympathy  for  the  sut- 
ferings  brought  \i\)on  the  Danes,  was  in 
the  mouths  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  and 
in  the  hearts  of  the  British  people.  It 
was  not  merely  a  want  of  propriety  that 
was  to  be  complained  of  in  such  an  inju- 
dicious demonstration,  but  want  of  policy, 
as  we  might  yet  have  to  suffer  a  severe 
penalty  from  the  wrath  of  an  exasperated 
people.  However  strikingly  meritorious, 
therefore,  the  conduct  of  the  army  and 
navy  might  have  been,  they  must  have 
been  content,  on  this  as  on  so  many  other 
occasions,  to  remain  without  that  last  and 
highest  reward,  the  thanks  of  this  house. 
If  neither  the  practice  nor  policy  of  the 
country  would  admit  of  such  reward  be- 
ing given  in  the  present  instance,  if  ac- 
cording to  the  practice,  generally,  if  not 
invariably  observed>  such  an  expression 
of  the  public  gratitude  would  imply  sen- 
timents, which  the  country  neither  did 
nor  ought  to  feel,  and  which  it  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  injurious  both  to  its 
character  and  to  its  interests,  to  be  sup- 
posed to  feel,  the  army  and  navy  could 
not  complain,  though  a  reward  was  witfa- 
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heid^  which  they  themselves  must  be  con- 
scious of  haying  equally  deserved,  as  far 
as  their  own  merit  was  concerned,  ^  a 
thousand  iastances  where  yet  it  was  never 
at  all  in  their  contemplation.    AH  this, 
supposing  the  service  to  be  of  as  hieh  a 
character  as  he  had  been  hitherto  wilting 
to  take  for  granted  ;  but  he  was  prepared 
to  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  as  a  mere 
military  and  naval  proceeding,  the  ser- 
vice was  not  one  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  house.    The  army  and  navy  did  all 
they  could ;  but  what  was  done  did  not 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  house.     The 
noble  lord  was  checked  at  times  in  the 
merit  he  was  dealing  out  to  the  army  and 
navy,  lest  he  should  taW  too  much  from 
himself  and  his  colleagues :  on*  the  other 
hand,  he  did  not  well  know  how  td  praise 
himself  and  them,  without  cutting  up  the 
foundation  of  what  he  was  to  say  of  the 
t\^'o  services.     He  was  at  a  loss  whether 
to  take  it  in  meal  or  in  malt.     Then  the 
noble  loixi  seemed  to  think  the  glory  be- 
longed to  the  transport  and  victualling 
boards,  and  thus  while  these  boards  did  the 
service  the  army  and  navy  were  thanked. 
The  fitting  out  and  bringing  away  ships 
was  certainly  a  service,  but  it  was  a  service 
of  labour,  such  as  might  be  performed  at 
Portsmouth  or  Plymouth,  as  well  as  at 
Copenhagen.     At  this  rate,  public  thanks 
and  rewards  might  be  given  at  one  end 
of  an  expedition  as  well  as  at  the  other,  at 
the  OQt-nt  not  less  than  at  the  conclusion. 
Yet  he  had  never  heard  of  a  commissioner 
of  a  dock-yard  who  had  been  made  a 
peer ;  nor  of  a  master  attendant  who  had 
a  red  ribband.    In  other  cases,  the  titles 
of  the   honoured  commanders  had  been 
taken  from  the  .scene  of  action;  such  were 
the  titles  of  earl  St.  Vincent,  lord  Nelson 
of  the  Nile,  and  lord  Duncan  of  Camper- 
down.      Was  a  similar  reference  to  be 
made  in  the  case  in  question,  the  title 
might  perhaps  be  appropriate  enough,  Co- 
penhagen seeming  to  signify,  according 
to  its  etymology,  "  the  harbour  of  mer- 
chants and  traders,'*  but  lie  did  not  con- 
ceive that  any  one  would  be  much  dis- 
posed to  contend,  that  t4ie   assumption 
would   be  very  desirable  in  the  present 
instance.    A  yet  stronger  criterion  was 
the  omission  of  what  had  been  usual  on 
all  occasions  to  which  this  pretended  to 
be  similar,  the  striking  a  medal  to  com- 
memorate the  service.    In  the  name  of 
ridicule  and  common  sense,  what  would 
have  been  the  emblems  that  such  a  medal 
must  have  centained  ?  Instead  of  masts 


falling,  ships  exploding,  actions  yaid-arm 
and  yard-arm,  we  must  have  had  nothing 
but  men  employed  in  rolling  tar  barrels, 
or  working  cranes,  packages  of  hemp, 
lighters  and  wherries  with- spars  in  tow;  a 
scene,  inshort,  for  Tower  wharf  or  the  West 
India  docks.— The  noble  lord  said,  ithad  not 
been  judged  prudent  to  bring  the  British 
fleet  to  act  against  the  batteries  of  Copen- 
hagen, and  that  was  "the  reason  why  the 
ships  were  not  more  actively  employed ; 
then  came  the  commissioners  of  victualling, 
then  the  extraordinary  preparation  to  pre- 
vent the  Danes  from  being  prepared  to  meet 
us  with  adequate  resistance>then  the  great 
amount  of  the  Danish  preparations,  and 
then  the  merit  of  the  Transport  Board. 
Thus,  what  the  noble  lord  gave  with  one 
hand  he  took  away  with  the  other.  Govern- < 
ment  sent  a  force  suiBcient  to  render  re- 
sistance imavailing  ;  and  in  this  principle 
they  were  right ;  then  came  the  ditficnl- 
ties  to  be  conquered  and  the  resistance 
which  it  was  such  a  merit  to -have  over- 
came. Then  the  noble  lord  said  a  force 
had  been  collected  which  was  sufficient  to 
render  success  difficult  and  doubtful,  and 
this  laid  the  foundation  for  a  compliment 
to  the  skill  of  the  commander.  It  was  not 
to  be  doubted,  that  the  zeal  of  the  Da- 
nish inhabitants  led  them  to  do  every 
thing  that  oould  be  expected  from  them  : 
but  they  were  not  a  force  of  such  a  de- 
scription, as  an  officer  bred  to  regular 
warfare  would  take  credit  to  himi9elf  for 
having  overcome.  He  thought  it  a  thing 
to  be  deprecated  that  in  the  midst  of  ^e 
services  every  day  passing,  any  glory 
should  be  taken  from  the  reduction  of  Co- 
penhagen. The  fact  was,  the  city  was 
reduced  by  the  distress  brought  on  it  by 
the  bombardment.  He  did  not  condemn 
the  bombardment  as  a  means  of  reducing 
the  town,  if  the  town  was  to  be  reduced, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  a  foundation  on 
which  to  build  a  structure  of  glory. — On 
these  grounds,  considering  the  question 
as  entirely  distinct  from  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  he  did  not  think 
the  service  deserving  the  thanks  of  the 
house.  To  bestow  such  a  reward  where  it 
was  not  deserved,  was  to  undervalue  and 
degi-ade  the  reward  itself.  It  would  haye 
the  effect  of  diminishing  the  estimation 
of  it,  where  it  had  been  already  given, 
and  to  sink  the  ambition  to  seek  it  in  fu- 
ture. He  again  lamented  the  mariks  of 
exultation  so  improperly  displayed,  by* 
Way  of  contrast,  he  supposed,  to  the  actual 
sorrow  that  prevailed.    He  alto  lamented, 
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however  high  his  personal  respect  for  the 
individuals,  the  grant  of  the  peerage  to 
lord  Cathcart  and  lord  Gamhier.    He  had 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  and  living  in  some 
degree  on  terms  of  n'iendly  intercourse 
with  both,  and  had  a  high  esteem  for  their 
characters,  botK  in  their  profession  and 
out  of  it.     Lord  Cathcart  was  s(  soldier, 
the  son  of  a  soldier,  and  the  father  of 
soldiers,  and  had  served  meritoriously  in 
the  army  ever  since  the  American  war ;, 
and  lord  Gambler,  though  but  little  em- 
ployed for  many  years  in  active  service  at 
sea,  was  remembered  as  a  sharer  in  the 
memorable  victory  of  lord  Howe  on  the 
1st  of  June,  and  as  having  contrived  to 
distinguish  himself,  so  far, as  a  single  cap- 
tain could,'  in  that  distinguished  action. 
Still  he  thought  the  services  performed  by 
theni  on  this  occasion  did  not  warrant 
that  exertion  of  the  prerogative  in  their 
favour,  and  he  highly  blam^  his  majesty's 
ministers  for  advising  their  sovereign  to 
grant  these  honours,  and  for  proposing 
these  thanks.     If  any  thing  should  be  kept 
distinct  from   party  feeling,  it  was  the 
granting  of  these  naval  and  military  re- 
wards>  without  any  other  motive  than  the 
consideration    of   mere    military    merit. 
Would  the  honours  bestowed  on  these  offi- 
cers Acquit  the  noble  )ord  of  the  censure 
that  would  attach  to  the  nature  of  the  expe- 
dition ?  Would  it  not  rather  be  concluded, 
that  being  granted  with  that  vie%v,  they 
only  served  to  aggravate  the  greater  and 
weightier  offence  which  had  been  already 
committed  ?     This  sort  of  grant  was  an 
instance  of  the  worst  species  of  minis- 
terial corruption,  in  as  much  as  it  went  to 
.the  destruction  of  that  fund  of  honorary 
xetirards,  in  which  the  poorest  nian  in  the 
country,  if  the  case  were  properly  explain- 
ed to  him,  or  even  without  any  explana- 
tion, on  the  pure  impulse  of  feeling,  would 
be  sensible  that  his  interest  was  more  ma- 
terially involved  and  affected,  than  in  the 
most  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  produce 
of  tne  taxes.     A  pension  if  unworthily 
bestowed  on  one,  would  remain  a  recom- 
pence  of  no  less  value  for  another ;  but  a 
title  of  honour,  or  a  vote  of  thanks,  would 
sink  in  value,  both  as  to  the  ,past  and  the 
future,  upon  every  misapplication  that  the 
granting  of  either  was  subjected  to.    The 
house  was  now  called  upon  by  lavishing 
rewards  to  cast  a  false  lustre  on  an  act  of 
doubtful  justice  and  policy ;  it  was  hoped 
that  this  vote  would  have  an  effect,  not 
unlike,  in  its  principle  thoush  opposite  in 
its  operation^  to  thos^  forfeitures  of  ho- 


nours, and  apparently  increased  severity 
in  punishmenty  which,  in  former  times, 
w^  devised  to  cast  an  additional  horror 
on  crimes.  But  the  nature  of  the  strata- 
gem  would  be  canvassed  and  exposed,  and 
tne  public  would  join  him  in  thinking  such 
distinction  a  shame  rather  than  an  honour. 
It  would  be  like  the  case  of  a  worthy  ba- 
ronet (sir  Brooke  Watson)  late  a  member 
of  that  house,  who  having  to  go  in  the  city- 
pageant  6n  lord  mayor's  day,  and  being 
asked  what  he  intended  to  do  with  his 
wooden  leg,  answered,  with  ^reat  good  hu- 
mour, that  he  meant  to  gild  it.  While 
there  seemed,  in  fact,  a  sort  of  propriety, 
that  in  the  midst  of  so  much' splendour 
nothing  so  plain  should  appear  as  an  or- 
dinary wooden  leg,  it  would  on  the  other 
hand  have  been  supremely  ludicrous,  to 
set  off  ostentatiously  what  it  must  be 
wished  to  conceal,  to  decorate  a  defect, 
to  attract  attention  and  notice  to  what  could 
be  regarded  only  with  regret  and  pain. 
This  was  exactly,  however,  what  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  were  doing  ?  Tliey  were 
gilding  their  wooden  leg,  and  exposing  it 
to  public  mockery,  by  endeavourinff  to  get 
a  false  honour  for  themselves,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  thQ  hon.  commanders.  The  ser- 
vice performed  was  not  such  as  to  merit 
the  honour  or  the  thanks :  and  therefore, 
he,  acting  on  the  same  principle  on  which 
he  declined  moving  a >  vote  of  thanks  for 
the  capture  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
protested  against  the  misapplication  of  a 
most  sacred  trust,  which  ought  never  to 
be  exercised  without  the  greatest  circum- 
spection, and  which  would  be  soon  de- 
stroyed if  exercised  inconsiderately  or  im- 
properly. 

Mr.  Brand  declined  entering  at  all  up- 
on the  merits  of  the  service,  in  which  that 
part  of  the  army  and  navy  had  been  em- 
ployed, to  which  it  was  proposed  to  vote 
the  thanks  of  the  house,  but.he  deprecated 
the  coming  to  a  resolution,  which  would 
preclude  the  house  from  afterwards  oom- 
ingto  a  decision  upon  the  policy  of  the 
expedition.  One  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  expedition  was  justified,  was  the  alleg- 
ed weakness  of  Denmark  to  defend  herself 
had  she  been  attacked  by  France^  and  he 
conceived,  that  it  would  be  altogether  in- 
consistent to  pass  a  vote  of  thanks  for  a 
service  which  derived  its  principal  impor- 
tance from  the  degree  of  resistance  which 
those  employed  in  it  had  to  encounter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  motion  now  before  the  house, 
would  by  i^o  means  have  the  eflfect  pre««^ 
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tended  by  the  hoti.  gent.,  and  that  it  nei- 
ther entered  into  the  contemplation  of  his 
noble  friend,  who  proposed,  nor  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion, that  it  in  any  way  pledged  the  house 
to  an  opinion  upon  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
those  who  planned  the  expedition.  He 
wished  that  that  right  hon.  gent,  had  so 
discussed  the  question  immediately  before 
the  house,  as  not  at  least  to  afford  strong 
grouncis  of  suspicion,  that  his  mind  was 
▼cry  much  prejudiced  upon  tl^e  question 
not  now  before  them.  He  would  not  how- 
ever, be  tempted  by  ariy  thing  that  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  trans^ 
gress  the  limits  of  the  present  question, 
not  even  to  reply  to  the  cnarge,  that  mini- 
sters had  planned  the  expedition  from  no 
other  than  the  paltry,  motive  of  keeping 
their  places ;  the  solidity  and  justice  of 
Which  he  should  leave  with  the  coo)  judg- 
ment of  the  house,  and  the  cool  judgment 
bf  the  right  hon.  gent  himself.  What  he 
meant  now  to  observe  was,  that  the.  rea- 
k>ningof  the  rt.  hon.  gent.,  if  corroborated 
by  the  decision  of  the  house,  would  be 
extremely  prejudicial  to  the  public  ser- 
Irite.  He  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  no 
tervice  was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment, except  it  was  the  cause  of  a  gene- 
ral and  triumphant  feeling,  compleatly' 
mmiixed  with  any  regret,  and  that  there 
Could  be  no  merit,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, either  in  a  tetreat  or  defeat,  to  entitle 
it  to  such  an  honour.  He  begged  leave, 
ill  opposition  to  this  doctrine,  to  remind 
Uie  right  hon.  gent,  that  adm.  Cornwallis 
lepeited  the  thanks  of  the  house  for  the 
Jtldgment  and  bravery  which  he  displayed 
in  presence  of  a  superior  force,  when  no 
eti^skgement,  and  consequently  no  victory, 
look  place.  The  thanks  of  the  house  had 
'ftlso  been  voted  to  the  governors  of  Ma- 
dras and  Bombay,  for  their  activity  in 
ferwarditig  the  views  of  the  governor  gene- 
ial  of  Bengal.  When  lord  Hood  took 
possession  of  Corsica,  unaccompanied  with 
luly  of  the  circumstances  which  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  contended  were  necessary 
to  the  establishment  of  such  a  claim,  he 
had  received  the  same  mafk  of  approba- 
tion. The  vety  circumstatice  of  the  ser; 
^ce  ill  question  being  painful  to  the  feel- 
ihgs  of  those  employed  in  it,"  he  considered 
as  an  additional  reason  why  it  should  not 
pass  ut^fewafded,  and  if  any  thing  more 
.  than  another  could  add  to  the  merit  of  the 
officers  employed  in  the  expedition  against 
Copenhagen^  it  was  their  having  obtained 
^  cheap  knd  bloodless  victory,  in  com- 
Vou  X» 


parison  of  what  it  would  have  beeO  had 
they  battered  and  stormed  the  tovm,  in 
which  case,  perhaps  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  have  had  no  objection  to  their  re- 
ceiving the  thanks  of  parliament.  For 
his  part,  he  conceived  that,  their  conduct 
was  highly  meritorious  for  its  temper  and 
moderation.  At  the  same  time,  they  had 
taken  care  not  to  hazard  the  object  they 
had  in  view.  The  right  hon.  gent,  ap-  • 
peared  also  to  think,  that  nothing  had 
oeen  done  by  the  navy,  and  that  if  the 
thanks  of  the  house  were  voted  to  the 
army,  at  least  they  ought  not  to  be  voted 
to  the  navy.  Could  a  single  ihstance  be 
found  of  a  conjunct  expedition,  in  which 
because  one  description  of  force  did  only 
all  that  it  could  do,  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment where  withheld  from  it  f  Even  when 
the  navy  had  only  landed  the  troops  in 
Egypt,  for  instance,  in  which  Although  the 
navy  certainly  made  excellent  arrange- 
ments for  the  disembarkation  of  the  army, 
yet  by  the  latter  the  victory  was  won,  for 
which  the  thanks  of  parliament  were  voted 
to  both.  He  hoped  the  house  would  make 
no  distinction  between  the  services.  He 
hoped  the  house  would  separate  the  pre- 
sent question  from  the  question  of  the 
policy  of  the  measuf-e.  He  hoped  the 
house  would  not  refose  their  thanks  to  the 
officers  engaged  in  this  expedition,  because 
they  had  executed  a  painfol  and  heart- 
breaking duty.  (A  cry  of  hear !  hear !) 
He  repeated,  that  it  certainly  was  a  pain- 
ful and  heart-breaking  duty.  He  had  never , 
contemplated  the  subject,  either  before  or 
since  the  expedition  had  taken  effect,  but 
as  a  most  painful  duty.  Still,  however,  it 
was  a  duty.  It  had  been  performed  with 
as  little  injury  to  the  power  attacked 
as  possible.  The  questicil  was,  whether 
the  house  would  remse  their  approbation 
to  officers,  who  had  rendered  a  most  im- 
portant service  to  the  nation,  by  diminish- 
ing that  force,  which,  but  for  their  ex- 
ertion^, would  probably,  ere  this,  have 
been  joined  with  the  enemy  in  the  inva- 
sion of  this  country. 

Mr.  Tiemey  saidf  the  only  distinct 
ground  which  had  been  stated,  which  he 
could  understand,  was,  that  our  army  and 
navy  had  been  sent  on  a  most  painfiil  duty, 
and  had  conducted  themselves  with  all 
possible  moderation.  He  was  not  at  all 
inclined  to  dispute  this  statement;  but  he 
did  notlhink  this  was  exactly  that  sort  of 
merit  which  M^as  to  be  rewarded  by  peer- 
ages, and  the  highest  honours  which  the 
state  had  to  bestow.     Was  it  supposed  that 
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humanity  was  a. quality  so  rare  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  feelings  of  our  officers 
by  land  and  by  sea  were  so  diflerent  from 
the  general  feelings  of  the  English  nation, 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  give 
them  the  thanks  of  parliament  for  not  act- 
ing in  ^  manner  unworthy  of  the  British 
character  ?  In  considering  the  speeches  of 
the  noble  lord  (CastlereaghJ  and  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, it  appeared  to  him  that  the  latter 
had  spoken  with  much  greater  advantage 
than  the  noble   mover.     The  right  hon. 

fent.  had  heard  a  speech  from  his  right 
on.  friend  (Mr.  Windham,}  and  that 
furnished  him  with  something  to  say  by 
way  of  reply.  The  noble  lord,  however, 
had  no  such  advantage  ;  he  was  to  make 
out  a  case,  or  rather  to  make  a  long 
ingenious  speech  when  l^e  had  no  case 
at  all.  In  this  kind  of  eflbrt,  the  noble 
lord  was  generally  very  successful ;  for 
he  certainly  possessed  the  dexterity  and 
ingenuity  of  making  as  much  out  of  little 
as  any  member  in  that  house.  ITie  right 
hon.  gent,  had  supposed  his  right  hon. 
friend  to  have  said,  that  ministers  had  ad- 
vised the  expedition  merely  for  their  own 
private  views.  /  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
said  no  such  thing ;  but  merely,  that  mi- 
nisters having  done  something,  wished  to 
make  the  most  of  it.  They  had  attacked 
the  city  of  Coipenhagen  by  surprise,  or,  as 
some  would  call  it,  by  treachery,  and 
having  succeeded,  they  wished  to  give  the 
iltmost  possible  importance  to  the  trans- 
'  action,  and  celebrated  it  by  firing  of  guns 
and  granting  of  peerages.  They  had  been 
extremely  lavish  in  the  distribution  of 
honours  of  that  description.  He  believed 
that  there  tVbs  no  instance  in  the  annals  of 
this  country  of  the  honour  of  the  peerage 
having  before  been  conferred  for  military 
services  of  this  description.  It  appeared 
to  him,  however,  that  those  persons^  upon 
whom  those  honours  had  been  lavished,nad 
no  great-reason  to  be  proud  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  obtained.^  As  to 
admiral  Gambler,  he  believed  that  no  man 
could  have  been  more  surprized  than  he 
was  on  finding  his  name  in  the  gazbtte  as 
baron  Gambler.  It  was  an  honour  that  he 
could  not  have  expected.  As  to  the  other 
vnaval  officers  employed  in  this  expedition, 
they  never  suspected  they  had  performed 
any  achievement  that  entitled  them  to 
the  high  reward  of  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment. Tlie  fleet  in  fact,  had  nothing  to 
do,  and  consequently  did  nothing.  Every 
thing  that  was  done  was  by  the  army,  and 


all  the  duty  that  fell  upon  the  fleet  was  td 
stand  by  and  see  fair  play.  It  was  lik«^ 
the  duty  of  keeping  the  lines  (ma  field-day, 
or  of  keeping  a  rmg  at  a  boxing  match, 
but  certafinly  nothing  that  a  British  fleet 
could  take  pride  in.  Altliough  he  qonsi"  . 
dered  that  what  they  did  was  next  to  no- 
thing, he  %vou Id  still  give  them  credit  for 
doing  more  than  the  noble  lord  had  stated 
them  to  have  done.  The  noble  lord,  inmag^ 
nifylngthedifiicuUies  which  our  troops  had 
to  encounter,  stated  the  number  of  the 
Danes  to  be  35,000,  and  to  have  been  col- 
lected from  the  difierent  islands.  As^o  their 
numbers,  he  did  not  suppose  amy  human  be- 
ing besides  his  lordship  could  credit  that 
statement ;  but  as  to  their  being  collected 
from  the  different  islands,  he  must,  in  justice 
to  the  fleet,  deny  that  assertion*  As  to  the 
opersKtions  of  the  army,  he  did  not  suppose 
that  they  had  any  opportunity  of  signalize 
ing  themselves  by  any  military  exploits 
There  was  no  man  Respected  more  than  h© 
'did  the  character  of  sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
and  he  did  not  know  any  general  to  whom 
the  country  might  look  in  future  with 
greater  hope ;  but  he  was  convinced,  that 
gallant  general  must  have  beeti  as  much 
surprized  as  admiral  Gambler  was,  when 
he  found  himself  made  a  peer,  to  hear  that 
this  affair  in  the  island  of  Zealand  was 
magnified  into  a  great  victory.  Sir  Ar- 
thur ,Wellesley  was  a  general  who  had 
often  been  in  real  battles,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  victory,  and,  therefore,, 
he  must  have  been  surprized  at  finding; 
thi^  victory  so  celebrated.  The  real  truth 
was,  that  there  was  little  or  no  fighting  in 
the  case.  The  corps  that  opposed  sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley  was  a  very  inferior  force, 
consisting  principally  of  undisciplined  and 
unarmed  people,  who  took  to  their  heels 
as  soon  as  they  were  attacked.  He  believ- 
ed that  all  the  regular  troops  in  the  island 
did  not  exceed  2,700  men^  and  as  to 
what  the  noble  lord  called  the  regimented 
militia,he  believed  there  was  nothmg  like  a 
regular  organized  militia  in  the  island  ^ 
but  that  wbajt  was  trailed  the  militia, 
consisted  merely  of  the,  inhabitants  ca- 
pable of  bearing  arms,  who,  although  un- 
disciplined, were  in  some  manner  attach* 
ed  to  the  different  regiments.  He  believ- 
ed that  the  organization  of  what  the  noble 
lord  called  the  regimented  militia  of  Zea- 
land, differed  but  very  little  from  what  was 
formerly  known  in  London,  by  the  des- 
cription of  the  Lumber  Troop.  If  there 
had  been  such  an  armed  force  in  Zealand 
as  had  been  ^vtated^by  the  noble  lord^  could 
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It  be  believed  that  it  would  have  been 
possible  to  effect  a  landine  without  oppo- 
sition,  within  a  few  iniles  of  Copen- 
hagen ?  He  should  conterai,  that  in  all  the 
operations  .previous  to  the  suri'ender,  there 
H'as  not  a  single  oppor|;anitv  afforded  to 
any  one  officer  of  distinguiishing  himself 
in  any 'remarkable  mariner.  There  had 
been  nothing  to  call  lighting  in  the  field  ; 
there  had  been  no  eqcounteifs  with  the 
garrison  ;  there  had  been  no  attacks  of 
the  works  of  the  fortress ;  but  whatever 
was  done,  was  done  cKclusively  by  the 
artillery,  assisted  by  the  marines,  in  bom- 
barding the  city.  4s  to  the  precedents 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  did  not 
think  they  had  roujch  bearing  on  the  case. 
The  thanks  to  adn^iral  Cornwallis  was  for 
having,  with  a  v^ry  inferior  force,  saved 
the  fleet  under  his  command  by  the  skil- 
fulness  of  his  manoeuvres,  and  the  courage 
he  displayed.  This  was  clearly  a  service 
entitled  to  thanks ;  but  if  his  fleet  had  been 
so  vastly  superior  as  not  to  have  given  him 
an  opportunity  of  displaying  that  profes- 
sional skill,  there  would  have  been  no 
grounds  for  the  vote.  In  one  part  of  the 
noble  lord's  speech,  he  described  the 
force  sent  to  Copenhagen  as  so  decidedly 
superior  as/ to  be  absolutely  irresistible, 
although  in  another  part  he  conjured  up 
a  force  of  35,000  regulars  and  militia,  in 
order  to  give  spleiidour  to  the  success.  As 
to  the  votes  of  thanks  to  the  governors  of 
Bombay  and  Madras,  he  should  nM  have 
concurred  in  thera,  if  he  had  been  in  the 
bouse  :  but  the  cause  for  which  they  had 
been  given  was  expressly  stated,  and  cer- 
tainly the  exertions  of  the  diliferent  go- 
vernments had  been  productive  of  the 
most  important  results.  He  disapproved 
of  the  peerage  being  given  as  the  reward  pf 
any  military  services,  but  those  of  the 
highest  rank;  but  as  to  pecuniary  grants, 
ke  thought  the  country  often  too  niggardly 
in  their  i-emuneration,  and  that  a  pension 
of  2000/.  per  annum  was  not  a  sufficient 
reward  for  services  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. There  was  one  reason  which  he 
thou^t  might  incline  some  persons  to 
think  that  rewards  and  thanks  ought  not 
to  \h  given  in  this  instance.  The  Com- 
mittee at  Llbyd's,  who  generally  ran  be- 
^re  the  decision  of  parliament,  had  not 
yet  voted  their  thanks  and  rewards.  He 
believed,  however,  that  he  could  account 
for  the  tardiness  of  thos^  gentlemen  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  believed  that 
one  of  the  great  inducements  of  that  body 


to  hail  their  Captain  of  the  Fleet  (sir 
Home  Popham)  was  that  they  considered 
him  as  a  man  who  would  be  most  extremely 
attentive  to  the  interests  of  their  tcade ; 
but  it  turned  out,  that  after  the  surrender, 
he  was  so  completely  occupied  in  packing 
up  the  stores  taken,  that  he  forgot  to  ap- 
prize the  merchant  vessels  in  the  trade,  of 
the  war  with  Denmark,  and  many  ships 
were  taken  in  consequence  of  this  want  of 
information.  Probably  the  gentlemen  at 
Lloyd's  felt  a  little  sore  upon  this  point. 
It  must  be  recollected  also,  that  great 
coDiiplaints  had  been  made  by  the  Rus- 
sian merchants  of  the  neglect  which  their 
trade  had  experienced.  The  Captain  of 
the  Fleet  was,  however,  employed  in  a 
different  manner.  He  was  packing  up 
e? ery  thing  which  could  be  carried  away, 
and  collecting  every  old  hammer  which 
he  could  find.  As  to  the  promotion  of 
admiral  Gambier  to  the  peerage,  every 
one  who  was  personally  acquainted  with 
the  gallant  admiral,  who  knew  the  excel- 
lence of ,  his  character ^nd  the  puavity  of 
his  manners,  might  be  pleased  at  any 
good  fortune  he  might  meet  with  ;  but  the 
general  feeling  of  those  who  happened  not 
to  be  acquainted  with  him,  was  a  feeling 
of  disgust  at  seeing  the  peerage  given  as  a 
reward  for  such  service,  or  such  no-ser- 
vice, as  he  bad  performed.  When,he  said 
'  ho-service,'  he  only  meant  to  say  that 
there  was  nothing  for  admiral  Gambier  to 
do.  The  hon.  member,  after  contrasting 
the  late  expedition  with  the  advantages 
gained  at  Copenhagen  by  lord  Nelson, 
where  the  gallantry  and  humanity  of  the 
English  character  were  admired  by  the 
Danes  themselves,  concluded  by  declaring, 
that  he  thoueht  the  thanks  of  partiament 
would  be  of  Tittle  value  in  future,  if  they 
were  now  given. 

After  the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a  di- 
vision, J^r.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  aiid  sir  F.  Burdett  spoke  against  the 
motion ;  and  at  the  instance  of  sir  F.  Bur* 
dett,  the  house  divided,  when  there  ap- 
peared. For  the  Vote  of  thanks  1 00,  against 
it  19.  Majority  81. 

Uk  qfthe  Minority, 

Brand,  T.  Matthew,  M. 

Burdett,  sir  F.  Martin,  H. 

Combe,  H.  C.  Ossulston,  lord. 

Creevey,  T.  Parnell,  H. 

Folkestone,  lord.  Pierce,  H. 

Honeywood,  W.  Smith,  W. 

Hibbert,  G.  Smith,  J. 

Hurst,  R.  Sharp,  R. 

Homer,  F.  Tracey,  H. 

Howard,  W. 
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The  following  Resolutions  were  then 
moved  by  lord  Castlereagh,  and  agreed 
to ;  "\.  That  the  thanks  of  this  house  be 
avento  lieut.  gen.  sir  Harry  Burrard^  hart, 
fieut.  gen.  the  earl  of  Rosslyn,  lieut.  gen. 
sir  George  Ludlow,  lieut.  gen.  sir  David 
Baird,  majs.  gen.  the  hon.  Edw.  Finch,  Tho. 
Grosvenor,  the  right- hon.  sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley,  sir  Tho.  Blomefield,  hart.  Dreschell, 
baron  Linsingen,  Brent  Spencer,  brigadiers 
general  Robert  M'Farlane,  and  Henry 
Warde,  and  to  the  several  officers  who 
served  in  the  army  commanded  by  lieut. 
general  the  right  hon.  lord  viscount  Catfa- 
cart,  for  the  zeal,  intrepidity,  and  exertion 
which  they  displayed  m  the  various  oper- 
ations which  were  necessay  for  conducting 
the  siege,  and  effecting  the  surrender  of 
the  Navy  and  Arsenal,  of  Copenhagen. 
2.  That  Uiis  house  doth  highly  approve  of 
and  acknowledge  the  distinguished  regu- 
Ivitv,  disciplinci  valour,  and  exeftiens, 
dispbyed  by  the  Non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  said  army  in  all  the 
operations  attending  the  reduction  of  the 
Fteet  afid  Arsenal  of  Copenhagen ;  and 
that  the  aam'e  be,  signified  to  them  by  the 
coBamaaders  cf  the  several  corps,  who  are 
desired  to  thank  them  for  their  distinguish- 
ed and  exemph^  conduct.  3.  That  the 
Thanks  of  this  honse  be  given  to  admiral 
the  righjt  kon.  lord  Gambier,  for  the  dis- 
tinguished ability  and  promptitude  dis- 
played in  the  judick)us  distributien  of  his 
majesty's  Fleet  under  his  command  in  the 
Baltic,  by  which  all  succours  were  cut  off 
fVom  the  island  of  Zealand,  and  the  unin- 
tenrupted  operations  of  the  army  at  the 
siege  of  Copenhagen  were  secared,  and 
for  his  zealous  and  cordial  co^openition  with 
the  land  forces  during  that  important  ser- 
viite^  after  every  mea^  of  negotiation  had 
been  exhaasted ;  and  also  for  the  judg- 
ment and  iildefeaigable  activity  manifested 
by  him  in  equipping  the  Dani«h  Navy  for 
sea,  ania  ^fecting  t^ie  embarkation  and  re- 
moval of  the  naval  stores  ftwn  theavsenal 
of  CopenJhagen.  4.  That  l^e  Thanks  of 
this  house  be  given  to  vice  admiral  sir 
Henry  Edwin  Stanhope,  hart,  to  rear  ad- 
miral Essingtctti,  to  rear  admiral  sir  Samuel 
Hood,  t©  rear  admiral  Keats,  to  cap^n 
sir  Home-Pbpham,  first  captain  to  the  right 
hon.  admiral  brd  Gambier,  and  to  the  se- 
veral captains  and  officers  in  the  Heet 
wider  the  command  of  the  said  admir«il, 
for  their  cordial  and  effectual  co-opejr^n 
with  the  land  forces  during  the  siege  of 
Copenhag^»»  and  for  their  ind^fakgable 
activity  and  exertions  in  equipping  tfae 
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Danish  Navy  for  sea,  and  efl^ctmg  the 
embarkation  and  removal  of  the  naval 
stores  fVom  the  arsenal  at  that  place.  5. 
That  this  house  doth  highly  approve  of 
and  acknowledge  the  services  of  the  Sea- 
men ^d  Marines  on  board  the  ships  nndev 
the  command  of  admiral  ion)  Gambier,  in 
their  cordial  and  e0ectual  co-operation 
with  the  land  forces  during  the  sie^  of 
Copenhag^i,  in  their  indefatigable  activity 
and  exertions  in  equipping  the  Danisk 
navy  for  sea,  and  in  effecting  the  embai:k-F 
ation  and  removal  of  the  naval  stores  firom 
the  arsenal  at  that  place ;  and  that  the  cap- 
tains of  the  several  ships  do  signify  the^ 
same  to  their  respective  crews,  and  do 
thank  them  for  their  distinguished  and  ex* 
emplary  conduct." 

[Committee  OF  Finance.]  ThttChtm* 
cellar  qf  the  E^cAe^^ner  rose>  to  move  for  M 
revival  of  ihe  Committee  of  Finance.  It 
was  not  necessary,  he  said,  for  him  to 
trespass*  at  any  length  upon  the  attention 
of  the  house,  by  detailing  the  advantages 
the  country  and  the  public  servicft  had 
derived  fretn  the  arduous  labours  of  that 
oommittee  »nce  its  first  appointment :  or 
the  g^eat  savings  and  valuable  regula- 
tions which  had  been  effected  in  various 
departments  and  blanches  of  the  pubho 
service,  from  their  suggestions.  He  par-r 
ticularly  instanced  in  the  departanent  ci 
tbe  ^rmy,  the  Pay-office ;  and  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  add,  that  government  had 
been  fortunate  in  an  opportunity  of  com'** 
mitting'the  duty  of  carrying  those  cega« 
lationa  into'  effect,  to  the  gentleman  who 
originally  suggested  thein>and  qnder  whose 
cAre  he  was  confident  they  would  be  ren* 
dered  efficient  to  the  puluic  service.  He 
had  also  to  state  to  the  house,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  suggestions  of  the  com« 
mittee,  an  application  had  been  made  to 
the  Bank  of  England,  under  the  exigencies 
of  the  country,  for  the  aid  of  a  loan,  free 
of  interest,  to  the  public;  and  he  must  de 
justice  to  the  dii^eotors  by  declaring  th^ 
the  Bsnk  of  England,  vnth  its  won^  li* 
berelity,  had  most  chearfidly  acceded* 
He  should  cpiiohide  by  moving  for  the  fe«. 
vival  of  the  said  comautteo,  prOf^osilEig  iM> 
alteration  of  the  names^  in^iich  compose^ 
the.bst  of  last  year,  save  only  the  oAust 
sion  of  Mr.  Richard  Rk!er>  not  now  a 
membep  of  the  hoeae,  in  vrhese  stead  he 
should  pro|MMt  te  insert  the  neme  of  Mr. 
Charles  £HtSw — He  then  mewd  accotding^' 
)y,  and  the  motion  passed  without  opposi* 
tion. 
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HOUSE  <>P   COMHONS. 

Fridcnf,  January  29. 


[Co9ftMfiRciAi«  Lic«NCB».]  Mr.  H^ner 
jfQm,  pursaant  to  bis  notice,  »nd  saidj  that 
it  would  aot  be  neceassury  for  \am  to  detain 
the  house  at  any  length,  as  the  object  of 
bis  motion  could  be  stated  in  a  very  few 
wofda.  He  felt  it,  however,  in  the  firat 
place,  necessary  to  observe^  that  it  was  not 
his  intention,  in  making  the  motion  he 
was  about  to  make,  to  anticipate,  in  any 
respect,  the  discussion  that  might  here- 
after arise  upon  the  legality  or  policy  of 
the  Orders  in  Council;  his  object  way 
merely  to  put  the  house  in  possession  of 
such  inibrmation  as  might  enable  them  to 
form  an  adequate  judgment  of  the  extent 
to  which  a  practice  unquestionably  within 
the  act  and  in  its  origin,,  legal,  had  been 
carried  ;  whether  with  regard  to  safe  con- 
duct, or  the  commercial  intercourse  in 
transports  conreyinjg  foreign  commodities 
from  one  country  to  another.  He  was  aware . 
that  never  was  there  a  pejriod  in  which  it 
was  more  hazardous  to  attempt  to  trade 
without  those  licences  than  the  present, 
«nd  that,  by  consequence,  never  was  there 
a  time  in  which  the  granting  of  licences  by 
the  privy  council  was  carried  to  .such  a 
^rious  extent  ;  but  he  contended,  that 
this  very  consideration  was  the  strongest 
argument  why  it  was  necessary  for  the 
legislature  of  the  country  to  ascertain  its 
limits,  and,  if  that  was  not  possible,  to 
prescribe  such  as  both  the  principles  of 
commercial  policy  and  constitutional  law, 
rendered  necessary.  When  it  was  consi- 
dered how  largely. the  field  of  licences 
was  opened  by  tiit  present  extensive,  al- 
most lurversal,  system  of  blockade,  the 
present  would  not  be  thought  an  unseason- 
able opportunity  for  ascertaining  the  ex- 
tent of  Uie  persons  to  which  the  grant  of 
those  licences  was  enti*usted.  He  had  said 
that  this  mirestrained  power  wtis  injurious 
upon  two  considerations ;  first  upon  that 
of  commercial  policy ;  and,  secondly, 
upon  that  of  constitutional  Jaw  ;  with 
legaixl  to  the  first,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  it  was  not  politic  to  throw  mto  the 
hands  of  his  majesty^s  executive  govern-, 
meht  the  entire  controul  of  the  commer* 
caal  intercourse  of  the  country :  upon 
inch  an  uncertain  pvi]iciple»  commercial 
men  could  not  be  expected  to  engage  in 
any  speculation,  because  there  was  no  one 
tm[fi>rm  ground  upon  which  to  claim  such 
licences,  nor  was  there  any  recognized 
principle  by  which  the  p^rsoiia  exempled 


could  ascenain  whedier  they  laboured 
under  any  partial  ^iev^ce,  or  whether 
they  were,  for  sufficient  reason,  exempted 
from  the  benefits  of  such  licence  ;  sm({ 
here  he  could  not  help  observing,  th»t 
certainly  it  did  a|)pear  that  those  ^3(emp« 
tions  ha4  been  ^anried  to  a  most  serious 
extent.  But  he  had  said,  that  this  power 
of  granting  licences  so  una8certainec|>  was 
also  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  con* 
stituuonal  law ;  he  meant  those  principle^ 
by 'which  it  was  regulated,  that  no  money 
could  .  be  taken  fi-om  the  subject,  but  by 
the  legislative  power.  According  to  tb^ 
true  principles  of  the  constitution,  nothing 
but  thQ  parliament  could  levy  mopey  of 
the  people,  and  yet,  what  was  the  imme^ 
diate  effect  of  this  system  of  granting 
licences  with  a  discretionary  power  I 
Nothing  less  than  that  of  establishing  an 
iiSpost,  a  system  of  ^taxation  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  contradiction  of  the  very  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  and  in  open  violation  of 
the  law  of  the  land.  By  this  system  the 
entire  foreign  trade  was  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  .the  executive,  and  thus  the 
foreign  trade  was  exclusively  submitted  to 
the  controul  6f  the  licences  of  the  executive, 
which  licences  were  not  authorized  by  act 
of  parliament.  He  understood  that  th^ 
yearly  amount  of  fees  ^  received  at  the 
Vrivy  Council  Office  for  these  licences 
was  very  considerable.  By  what  rule,  or 
at  what  rate  they  were  impfosed,  be  knew 
not.  He  was  not  even  aware  of  any 
approximation  to  their  amounts ;  but  it 
was  sufficient  for  the  house  to  know,  that 
almost  the  whole  ef  the  foreign  trade  was 
carried  on  by  these  licenses,  and  that  in 
them  fees  originated  which  were  unautbo* 
rized  by  parliament,  and  which  amounted 
to  a  direct  impost  and  taxation  on  foreign 
commerce.  The  hon.  gent,  concluded 
with  moving,  "  That  an  bumble  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  dijt^ 
rectloas  that  there  be  laid  befi)re  the  house 
a  List  of  all  the  Licences  granted  by  his 
majesty's  privy  council  to  private  persons, 
in  a  manner  that  would  have  h^tt  illegal, 
unless  under  the  authority  of  said  licence, 
from  the  month  of  Ma/l$03,  to  the  1st 
day  of  November  last  inclusive,  di$ti««r 
guishing  the  number  m  each  miointh  end 
year.'* 

Mr.  Itoas  said  Utat  there  could  be  b«t  one 
wish  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  minister, 
with  reelect  te  the  principle  of  the  motion 
now  hetore  the  house.  The  hon.  gecU. 
had  prefab  Im  motioo  with  t  spiiech  th«l 
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did  him  great  credit,  and  shewed  at  once 
hifl  candour  and  perspicuity  ;  in  the  same 
spirit  of  candour  Jhe  would  suggest  to  that 
hon.  gent,  an  amendment  in  the  wording 
of  the  motion  now  before  the  house.  The 
motion  went  to  require  a  list  of  the  Li- 
cences, &c.  and  there  was  annexed  the 
distinction  of  legality,  and  illegality,  a 
distinction  that,  perhaps,  it  would  not  be 
.  80  easy  to  ascertain  as  might' at  firg;  be 
imagined.  As  to  the  first  objection,  it 
would  be  scarcely  possible  to  supply  a  list 
of  all  the  Licences  granted  within  the  five 
years,  specifying  each,  and  severally  dis- 
tinguishing them. 

Mr.  Homtr  begged  •  pardon  for  inter- 
rupting the  right  hon.  gent,  but  he  thought 
he  could  save  the  house  and  the  right  hon. 
gent,  much  unnecessary  trouble,  by  stat- 
^  m^  l;hat  the  wording  of  the  present  motion, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  list  of  licences, 
specifying  each,  was  a  mistake  to  be  at- 
tributed to  his  inadvertency  ;  as  his  inten- 
tion was  to  have  moved  rather  for  the 
number  of  Hcences  so  granted,  which 
would  as  fiilly  answer  the  ultimate  object 
of  his  motion.  It  was  then  agreed  upon, 
that  the  papera  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
should  be  an  account  of  the  number  of 
licences  so  granted,  &c. 

Mr.  Rase  could  not  avoid  pressing  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  hon.  gent,  the  pro- 
priety of  another  alteration  in  the  wording 
of  his  motion.  The  distinction  that  was 
attempted  to  be  laid  down  as  to  what 
orders  were  legal  or  illegal,  would  be 
necessarily  productive  of  delay,  if  not 
difficulty.  Perhaps  it  was  not  going  too 
far  to  say,  that  all  such  orders  were  in  a 
manner  illegal ;  but  yet,  if  such  were  not 
allowed,  and  to  a  certain  extent,  it  would 
be  impossible  in  such  times  to  carry  on  a 
foreiffn  trade  at  all.  But  even  admitting 
this,  he  would  yet  say,  that  when  the  hon. 
gent,  had  complainecl  of  such  licences,  as 
being  unconstitutional,  he  should  have  acj- 
vertedtothe  circumstance  of  an  act  having 
bieen  passed  in  the  43d  of  the  king,  autho- 
rising  such  grants  of  licences.  As  art 
illustrationof  the  difficulty  arising  out  of 
this  distinction  of  legality  or  illegality,  he 
would  adduce  an  instance  of  300  licences 
being  granted  within  a  certain  period  of 
time.  Now,  according  to  the  present 
wording  of  the  motion,  those  300  could 
not  be  laid  before  the  house  till  they  had 
been  submitted  to  the  revision  of  the  privy 
council,  and  till  the  privy  council  had 
decided  which  were  jn  theiV  opinioif  legal 
or  illegal. .  He  wished,  therefore,  to  obvi- 


ate this  difficulty  by  omitting  this  distinc- 
tion, and  moving  tor  the  production  of 
licences  granted  within  stated  times.  As 
to  what  the  hon.  member  had  said  he 
should  make  the  subject  of  his- second 
motion,  namely,  the  fees  granted  to  the 
officers  of  the  privy  council,  he  thought^ 
that  in  general  stated  fees  were  much  less 
liable  to  abuse  than  gratuities,  which 
he  should  in  every  department  whatever 
be  prepared  to  set  his  face  against.  As  to 
the  precise  nature  of  the  fees  of  office  on 
the  granting  of  licences,  the  fees  amounted, 
for  a  whole  cargo,  to  merely  14/.  including 
the  stamp  duty,  which  amounted  to  l/« 
lOs.  ;  of  which  14  pounds,  9/.  4«.  .6d,  was 
paid  for  the  sign  manual,  21.  to  the  prin- 
cipal clerk,  and  1/.  lO*.  distributed  among 
the  other  inferior  officers,  and  2«.  6d.  to 
the  office-keeper,  hk  stating  this  he  would 
repeat,  that  mere  was  nothing  which  he 
was  more  anxious  to  put  a  check  to  than 
the  system  of  gratuities.  He  would  join 
with  any  gentleman  in  annexing  to  it 
any  ptmishment.  seasonably  rigorous.  He 
would  go  so  far  as  to  subject  it  to  the 
penalties  of  a  simple  felony.  For  there 
was  no  one  existing  abuse  he  was  so 
anxious  to  put  a  stop  to.  He  had  no  other 
.  motive  in  suggesting  these  alterations  to 
the  hon.  gent,  than  to  put  him  in  the  best 
way  of  coming  at  the  information  he  sought 
for,  which  he  believed  could  not  be  so  rea- 
dily obtained  by  the  motion  as  it  originally 
stood  ;  for  the  very  merchants  who  soH-» 
cited  for  licences  were  in  many  instances 
totally  independent  of  those  licences, 
though,  for  a  very  justifiable  caution,  tkey 
had  applied  for  such  licences. 

Mt.  Homer  replied  to  the  general  ob- 
servations of  the  right  hon.  gent,  asafiect.- 
ing  the  distinctfon  of  the.  legality  or  ille- 
gality of  the  licences,  and  denied  that  the 
43d  of  the  king,  as  cited  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  applied,  because  the  object  of  that 
act  relatied  merely  to  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  the  navigation  act.  .     ^ 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  defended 
the  necessity  of  this  discretionary  power 
being  vested  in  the  privy  council,  and  said 
that  the  object  of  all  such  orders  was  to 
ease  the  subject  under  the  operation  of  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law.  He  took  this  op- 
portunity of  repeating  his  doubts  of  the< 
propriety  or  necessity  of  asking  parliament 
for  an  indemnity,  with  respect  to  the  or- 
ders in  council,  in  as  much  as  it  did  not 
appear  that  in  this  instance  more  had  been 
done  than  had  been  done  before^  and  in  a 
manner  legalized 'by  the  act  already  al*. 
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luded  to.-— After  some  further  conversation 
it  was  finally  agreed,  that  the  two  motions 
^ould  be  to  the  following  purport:   1. 
"  That,  an  humble  address  be  pifeserlted 
po  his  majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  there  be 
laid  before  this  house,  an  Account  of  the 
number  of  Licences  which  have  been  re- 
commended by  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  to  be  granted  by  his  majesty, 
under  his  sign  manual,  to  persoKi  applying 
for  the  same,  for  commercial  objects,  from 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  May 
1 803  to  the  first  of  Nov.  last;  distinguishing 
the  number  in  each  month  or  year.  2.That 
there  be  laid  before  this  house,an  Account 
of  the  whole  amount  of  Fees  or  Gratuities 
which  have  been  yearly  paid  and  received 
at  the  Office  of  his  majesty's  most  honour^ 
able  privy  council,  or  at  any  other  of  the 
public  offices,  by  or  on  account  of  persons 
who  have  obtained  or  have  applied  for 
licences  permitting  them  to  navigate  or 
trade,  from  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties in  May  1803  to  the  3 1st  of  Dec.  last, 
specifying  by  what  persons  in  the  said 
offices  respectively  such  Fees,  or  any  pro- 
portion of  them,  have  been  ultimately  re- 
ceived, or  in  what  other  manner  the  whole 
amount  of  such  Fees  has  been  disposed  of; 
and  stating  by  what  regulation,  or  accord- 
ing to  what  rate,  such  Fees  are  required/' 
[Navy  Esthetes.]  The  house  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,   Mr* 
Wharton  in  the  chair.     On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  R.  Ward,  the  following  resolutions 
were  agreed  to,  viz.     1;  "That  the  num- 
ber of  13^000  men  should  be  employed 
for  the  sea  service  of  the  present  year,  in- 
cluding 14,000  royal  marines.     2.  That  a 
sum  not  exceeding  3,126,500/.  be  granted 
to  his  majesty  for  the  wages  of  the  above 
men  for  13  months,  at  the  rate  1/.  11  s»  per 
man  per  month.     3.  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 3,211,000/.  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty for  victualling  the  above  men  for  1 3 
months,  at  the  rate  of  1/.  18^  per  man  per 
month.    4.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
5,070,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  Navy,  for  1 3 
months,  at  the  rate  of  3/.  per  man  per 
month*     5.  That  a  sum  not    exceeding 
521,500/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  Ordnance  for  sea 
service,  for  13  months,  at  the  rate  of  7». 
per  man  per .  month."    In  answer  to  a 

Question  from  Mf .  Tiemey,  whether  any 
iminution  was  made  in  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates, in  considerationof  the  stores  brought 
from  Copenhagen,  it  was  stated  by  Mr. 
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Ward  that  there  was  no  diminution  in  the 


estimates ;  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  money  voted  would  be 
matter  of  suhi^equent  consideration  ;  and 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
it  was  certainly  intended  to  reward  the 
captors  out  of  the  stores,  or  the  value  of 
them. 

H0V»£   OF   LORDS. 

Mmiday,  Vehruary  1. 
{Minutes.]  Viscount  Carthcart  was 
introduced  by  lords  Wentworth  and  Lake^ 
His  patent  of  creation  having' been  read  at 
the  table,  his  lordship  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat.  The  Lord  Chancellor  communi- 
cated the  thanks  of  the  house  severally  to 
viscount  Carthcart  and  lord  Gambier, 
each  noble  lord  standing  in  his  place  whilst 
the  thanks  were  delivered.  Viscount 
Cathcart  and  lord  Gambier  severally  ad- 
dressed the  house,  expressing  their  thanks 
for  the  high  honour  conferred  upon  them, 
and  speaking  in  thq  warmest  terms  of  ap- 
probation of  the  ability,  skill,  discipline, 
and  valour  displayed  by  the  Army  and 
Navy  employed  in  the  Expedition  to  Co- 
penhagen. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  Febriuuy  1. 

[Vote  of  Thanks — ^Expedition  to  Co- 
penhagen.] The  Speaker  acquainted  the 
house,  that  he  had  received  from  admiral 
the  right  hon.  lord  Gambier,  the  follow- 
ing Letter,  in  return  to  the  Thanks  of  thi 
house,  signified,  to  him,  in  obedience  to 
their  commands  of  Thursday  last : 

"  Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  acknow<« 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the 
29th  inst.  in  which  you  inform  me,  that 
you  are  -  commanded  by  the  house  of 
commons  to  communicate  to  me  their 
Resolutions  of  Thanks  for  the  services 
performed  by  me,  and  the  Fleet  un- 
der my  command,  on  the  late  Expedition 
to  Copenhagen,  transmitting  to  me  at  the 
same  time,  authenticated  copies  of  those 
Resolutions,  and  requesting  of  me  to  sig- 
nify the  same^  to  vice  admiral  sir  Henry 
]^win  Stanhope,  rear  admiral  Essington, 
rear  admiral  Keats,  and  the  several  cap- 
tains and  other  officers  referred  to  therein. 
— ^In  answer  thereto,  I  beg  leave  to  assura 
you,  that  this  signal  mark  of  approbation 
which  the  house  of  commons  has  been 
pleased  to  confer  upon  the  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  late  under  my  com- 
mand, and  upon  myself,  has  impressed 
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my  mind  wilh  a  deep  and  lasting  seme  o^ 
so  highly  distingaished  an  honour;  and  t 
ttfli  at  a  loss  for  terms  to  express  how 
highlv  gratifying  it  is  to  my  leeliiigs. — 
I  shall  lose  no  time  in  communicat'mg  the 
Resolutions  oi  the  iiouse  of  commons  to 
the  admirals^  captains^  and  other  officers 
referred  to  therein,  and  shall  desire  the 
captains  and  commanders  to  make  the 
same  known  to  the  officers,  ileamen,  and 
marines  under  their  command.  I  must 
beg  of  you,  sir,  to  accept  my  most  cor- 
dial thanks  for  the  honour  of  your  Letter, 
^d  the  obliging  terms  in  which  you  are 
so  good  to  express  yourself  towards  me 
therein.  .  I  have  the  honour  to  be, .  &c. 
Gambier.  '  Admiralty,.  SOth  Jan.  1808/' 

Major  general  the  hon.  Edward  Finch, 
major  general  Thomas  (kosFenor,  and 
major  general  the  right  hon.  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  being  come  to  the  house,  the 
Speaker  acquainted  them,  that  the  house 
hkd,  upon  Thursday  last,  resolved.  That 
Che  Thanks  of  this  house  be  given  to  them 
for  the  zeal,  intrepidity  and  exertion  which 
they  displayed  in  the  various  operations 
which  were  necessary  for  conducting  the 
siege,  and  effecting  the  surrender  of  the 
Navy  and  Arsenal,  of  Copenhagen.  The 
Speaker  gave  them  the  Thanks  of  the 
house  accordingly,  as  follows : 

"  Major-general  Finch,  major  general 
Grosvenor,  and  major  general  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley ;  This  house,  contemplating  the 
BervicH  performed  by  his  majesty's  Army 
on  the  lata  Danish  expedition,  and  ap- 
plauding the  zeal,  intrepidity,  atid  exer- 
tion displayed  by  the  general  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  reduction  of  Copenhagen, 
)uM  conferred  upon  them  the  high  honour 
of  its  approbation  and  thanks ;  a  higher 
regard  tnis  house  has  not  to  bestow.  In 
distributihg  these  honours,  it  is  at  M 
timMs  matter  of  just  pride  and  Satiidfaction 
to  this  house,  to  behold  within  its  owti  Walls 
any  of  those  distinguished  persons  whose 
merit  has  raised  them  to  this  eminetttie.-^ 
But  I  ^Kmld  indeed  be  wanting  to  the 
Ml  ei^pression  of  those  setitimetils  which 
animate  this  housd  and  th6  Whold  country, 
if  t  forbore  to  notice,  that  we  ate  ofi  this 
day  crownihg  with  dur  Thfiikil  me  g^lltmt 
officer,  long  sin<^e  known  to  the  gratitude 
of  thishovfi^,  who  has  long  troddeh  the 
paths  of  giory^  whose  genius  etjfid  valour 
have  already  extended  our  fame  tlpd  etti* 
|Tirei  whose  sword  has  been  thef  t^ror  of 
our  distant  enemies,  »id  Will  not  now  be 
di«wn  in  vai|a  to  defend  th«  de&t  c^etxplre 
limAf,  mi  tba  throoe  of  hvi  Aovmreigti.^ 


I  am  charged  to  deliver  th«  Thanks  of 
this  house  to  you  all,  and  I  do  accordingly 
thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  "  far  your  zeal, 
intrepidity,  and  exertion,  displayed  in  the 
various  operations  which  were  necessary 
for  conducting  the  siege,  and  effecting  the 
surrender  of  the  Navy  and  Arsenal,  of 
Copenhagen.^^ — Upon  which. 

Major  general  Finc/isaid,  ''Mr.  Speaker, 
I  beg  leate  most  respectfully  to  return 
you  my  thanks  for  the  obliging  and  very 
flattering  terms  in  which  you  have  com- 
municated a  resolution  of  the  house,  which 
reflects  such  high  and  distinguished  honour 
on  every  individual  included  in  it ;  allow 
me,  sir,  (if  I  may  judge  from  my  own 
feelings)  to  assure  you  and  the  house,  that 
nothing  can  make  a  stronger  impression 
on  the  mind  of  any  one  devoted  to  the 
service  of*  his  country,  than  to  know  that 
any  act  of  duty,  in  which  he  may  hav^ 
had  even  an  humble  part,  has  been  thought 
worthy  of  the  notice  and  approbation  of 
this  house.*' 

Major  general  Gtontenor  then  said, 
"  Mr.  Speaker.;  It  is  impossible  io  have 
communicated  to  me,  in  my  place  in  this 
house,  the  high  and  distinguished  honour, 
such  as  I  hold  the  thanks  of  parliament  to 
be,  without  exciting  in  my  breast  feelings 
and  sensations  such  as  1  am  unable  to 
suppress.  Sir,  the  proudest  recompence, 
the  most  valuable  remuneration,  a  soldier 
can  look  to  as  a  reward  for  public  service, 
is  the  thanks  of  his  country.  When  I 
consider  my  own  humble  services,  I  feel 
oppressed  and  overcome  as  it  vftre  by  the 
value  I  cannot  but  attach  to  the  commu- 
nication you  make  me  ;  and  t^e  more 
open,  sir,  to  this  feeling,  impressed  as  I  am 
with  the  handsome  and  flattering  manner 
in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  convey 
the  vote  of  the  house  to  my  brother  officers 
and  myself.'^ 

Ms^or  general  sir  Atthbet  WeU^ln  said ; 
"Mr.  SpeAke^;  I  consider  myself  fortu- 
nate that  I  Was  employed  bjr  his  majesty 
on  a  service  Which  this'  house  has  con-^ 
sidered  of  stic|i  imporfcAnce,  as  to  have 
marked  wilih  its  apptdbatiott  the  conduct 
df  those  officeri  a«id  troopr  Who  have  per- 
formed it.  The  hottOttf  Witiih  thisi  hotise 
h*s  conferred  upon  my  honourable  friends 
and  myself,  is  justly  cotisidered  by  the 
Officers  of  the  navy  and  array  as  th<* 
highest  which  this  country  can  tonfcr  ;  it 
is  the  object  of  the  ambition  of  tW  who 
are  employed  in  his  majesty^s  iterVice,  and 
td  obt«^  (t  bad  dotibika*  be«li  the  i6oaiWt 
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^f  knai^  of  tbose  acts  of  valour  and  good 
conduct  which  have  tended  so  eminently 
lo  th^  glory>  and  have  advanGed  the  pros^ 
penty  and  advantage  of,  this  country.  I 
can  assure  the  house,  that  I  am  iuost  sen^'. 
^ble  of  the  great  honour  which  the^  have 
done  me,  and  I  heg  leave  to  take  this  op* 
portunity  of  returning  you,  sir,  itiy  th^kf 
for  the  handsome  t^rms,  respecting  myself, 
in  which  your  kindness  to  me  has  induced 
^ou  to  convey  theresolution  of  the  house." 

Captain  sir  Homk  Pophaxn  being  come 
to  the  house,  the -Speaker  acquainted  hiniy 
that  the  house  had,  upon  Thursday  l«»ti 
resolved^  That^the  Thanks  of  this  hous^ 
be.given  to.  him  fovlu^  cordial  and  eflec* 
tual  co-operation  WHh  the  land  fordes 
during  the  ^iege  of  Cdp^hagen,  and  ibi( 
his  inde£fttigabid  activity  and  exerti<ais.in 
equipping '  the -iQani^  navy  for  sea,  and 
ejecting  the  emhutkation  and  rmo^  of 
the  naval  stories  firom  the  arsenal  at  that 
place.  The.  Speakei^  theik  gave  him  the 
thanks  of  the  hoiise  accordingly,  as  follows: 

"  Captain  sir.  Home  Popham  5 .  The 
prompt  and' able  distribution  of  ^is  ma- 
jesty's lle^>  during  the  late  ioiportant  ex- 
pedition to  the.B^tk* ;  the  zeal  aud  in- 
telligehce  displayed  by  his-majesty's  naval 
forces  in  iupportkA^  the  operations  of  the 
besieging  army*  $  and  their  subsequent  ex- 
ertions on  compleating  the  service  upon 
which  they  «i?ere  employed ;  have  obtain^ 
the  approbation  land  thanks  of  this  house. 
Amongst  the  galls^t  officers  of  that  fleet, 
whose  names  h^ve  »been  honoured  with 
this  high  distinction,  1  iiave  to  congra- 
tttbte  yom  that  yours  also  stands  re- 
corded. And  1  do  now  accordingly,  by 
the  conunand  of  this  house,  give  their 
Thanks  to  you>  /'  for  your  cordial  and  ef- 
fectual co-'Operation  with  his  majesty's 
land  fofces  daring  the  siege  of  Copen-* 
hagen ;  and  for  your  indefatigable  activity 
and  exertions  m  equipping  the  DanisK 
Navy  for  sea,  and  etfeoting  the  embark- 
ation and  removal  of  the  naval  stored  from 
the  arsenal  at  that  place/*— s-Upon  which 

Sir  HiMne  Fophm  said ;  "  Mr.  Speaker ; 
I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  express  through  you  to 
this  honourable  house,  my  most  profound 
sense  of  the  aotifse  it  has  been  pleased  to 
take  of  my  humble  participation  in  the 
operations  of  the  late  expeaition  to  Co- 
penhagen. No  man,  sir,  can  be  insensi- 
ble to  the  distinction  which  this  house  has 
conferred  upon  the  Anny  and  Navy  on 
the  present  occasion ;  i}lo  man  prizes  that 
distinction  higher  than  the  value  I  set 
npon,  its;  hnd  I  bog^  leave  to  Assure  the 


house,  as  the  only  tribute  of  gratitude 
which  I  can  ofier,  that  ft  shall  be  the  iilst. 
principle  of  my  life,  regardless  of  all  con^ 
sequencei  to  myself,  to  promote,  by  the 
full  exorcise  of  my  poor  faculties,  thSe  ser-. 
vice  of  our  muoh  esteemed  country,  and 
the  glory  of  our  virtuous  sovereign.  With 
the  manner  which  yoti  have  conveyed 
this  hoWourable  testimony' of  approbation 
I  am  most  deeply  impressed  ;  and  I  bfeg 
leave  to  oftcr  you  my  sincere  and  very 
grateful 'acknowledgments." 

[Offices  in  Rbversiok  Bill.]  The  Of- 
fices in  Reversion  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
On  the  motion  that  it  do  pass, 

l^ir  Samuel  Romilfy  expressed  his  regret, 
that  the  bill  had  reached  this  stage  with- 
out the  house  knowing  what  was*  the^ 
opinion  of  his,tm^iesty'^"minister$^>as  to' 
its  meritS4  He  supposed^  that  they  ij^erotj 
not  hostile  to  it  /beoause  l^ey  had  not  op- 
posed idU  but  it  Was  of  no  ^all  importance  i 
for  the;  house  to  know,  wh^her  it  had 
their  suppfurt  or  notb  He  remembered*, 
that  on  a  ibrmer  occasion  when  a  bill  simi* 
larto  the  present  had  been  brought  into- 
partiamentv  a  right  hon.  gent«  had  said,, 
tliajt  in  his  opinion  it  was  a.  matter  of  very/ 
great  indifference>  whether ' it. passed^  or. 
not,  that  on  the  one  hand  it  was  no  inva«* 
sion  of  the  king's  prerogative,  and  that  on 
the  other  little  pradtieal  good  could  result 
from  it  He.  was  of  a. different  opmion 
fi*om  that  right  hon.  ,gent.  for  he  thought, 
that  if  no  practical  good  could  be  derived 
from  it,  the  bill  oughtnot  to  pass,  but  he 
was  convinced  that  much  good  would  re- 
sult from  it,  and  therefore  it  had  his  hearty 
support. 

The  Ckancdior  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  did  not  know  what '  right  his  honour- 
able and  learned  friend  had  to  call  upon 
him,  or  any  of  his  colleagues,  to  give 
his  or  their  sentiments  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  had  never  seen  any  rea-> 
son  to-expect  much  benefit  from  the  pass** 
ing  of  this  bill,  however  much  some 
persons  might  think  it  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  advantages.  It  had  come  ori^ 
ginally  recommended  by  a  committee,  a.<i 
being  calculated  to  diminish  the  public 
expenditure ;  and,  therefore,  it  appeared 
to  nim.not  to  be  a  subject  that  ought  to 
meet  with  opposiUon.  As  it  had  passed 
this  house  formerly,  and  had  aft^- 
wards  been  thrown  out  in  another  place, 
rather  by  surprise,  he  thought  it  but  rea- 
sonable to.  allow  it  to  be  restored  to. a 
similar  stage  with  the  former  one.  These 
were  themotiive^  thatJnduced  him  to  vote 
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for  its  third  i^eading^  and  for  i\s  pasang  / 
timt  house^^^The  bill  was  then  pa.^iied. 
-  [Papers  rklatote  to  Rus^ia^  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Owoninj^  presented  to  tbe  boase, 
pimniaiit  t»  their  address  to  his  majesty,  the 
following  papers  2 

PAPERS  RII^TIKG  TO  RUSSIA, . 

PAJBjS£NTED   BY  filS  M AJESTY's   COSftMAKJP  TO 
'  BOTH   HOUS;&S  OF  PABLIAMfiVT^  r£BAUARY 

No.  I* — ^Dispatch  from  the  right  hon* 

.    lord  Granvilki  Leveson  Gower  t6  Mr. 

JSecretaary  Canning,  date^i  Sti  Pinters* 

burg,  Sept.  l^d,  1 807  ^--Received  Sept. 

-ioth. 

Sir^  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yoo, 
that  on  Sa^turday  evening,  20th  August,  I 
veceiFed  by  m  Stephen  Shairp,.  who  left 
the  fleet  oft' Copenhagen  upon  the  a4th  of 
Aifgust,  y«o^  difipatehes,  Mosi  92  «id.  3S^ 
and  on  &mday^tfae  messenger  Ruff  ddi« 
viered  to  me  those  from  No.  26  to  31  incln* 
8i^e<-*~Being  thus  completely  put  in  pos- 
session of  the  sentiments  of  his  nu^esty's 
goyernment  'upon  aU  the  points' which 
conid  come  into  discussion  between' this 
country  and  Great  Britain,  I  lost  no  time 
in  nequesting  a  cAnferencewith  general 
JBttdbevg,  who,  thouf^  extremely  uiiwell, 
invited  me  to  -call  upon  him  last  night.^ 
began  the  conference  by  observing  that 
his  excellency  being  already  apprised  by 
the  answer  given  by  his  majesty's  se* 
dretary  of  state,  to  M.  Akpeus,  of  the 
conditional  acceptance  by  the  court  of 
London,  of  the  proferred  mediation  o^ 
liussia,  Ihad  to  state  to  him,  that  I  wa»  in^ 
structedin  the  first  instance  to  request  the 
communicatiofi  of  the  secret  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit,  and  a  frank  disclosure  of 
the  .general  .vifews  and  intentions  of  the 
court  of  St  Peterabur^h.  That  impartial- 
ity was  the  first  requisite  in  the  character 
of  a.  mediator,  and  thftt  before  the  British 
government  agreed  to  avail  itself  of  the 
mediation,  of  tiiis.couit,  it  was  essentially 
necessary  that  England  daould  be  placed, 
with  regard  to  the  ^m«diating  power,  on 
a^i  equal  footing  with  France;  that  the 
confidential  intercourse  which  had  taken 
place  b^tt^nreen  the  emperor  Stqd  Bonapa^ 
>  at  Tilsit>  and  by  which  his  imperial  ma- 
'  jesty  because  acquainted  with  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  French  government 
Droposed  negociating  with  the  court  o^ 
LondoD,  had  naturally  excited  im  uneasi* 
iiess  in  England,  iii'htch  could  t>nly  be  re» 
moved  by  an  unreserved  commanication; 
that  I  could  not  conceal  fron  hm,  that 


the  period  peremptorily  prescribed  to  hia 
majesty,  for  the  acceptance  «af  the  Rnssianr 
mediatioti,  had  cf  eated  iti  London  a  very 
xinfavoorable  impi^ssion  i^tost  the  inter* 
vention  of  his  imperial  majesty ;  that  iir««^* 
ever,  notwithstanding  his  majesty  had  jusi 
reason  to  be  ofietided  wtlh  the  terms  ef  the 
ISth  article,  auch  was  his  desire  to  embrace 
any  opening  which  aflbrded  the  proepect 
of  the  conehision  of  an  konoarable  peace> 
that  he  woufd  not  retract  the  cendiciotial 
acceptance  of  the  mediation,  whMi  had 
already  been  conveyed  to  the  RusalaB  go- 
vernment, in  the  note  addressed  by  you  to' 
M.  Alopeus ;  that  his  maj^ty  at  the  same 
tune,  looked  for  som^mark  of  the  good 
w^l  of  the  emperorof  Russia  towards  great' 
Britain;  that  M,  Alopeus  had  belbre  the 
late  unfortonale  events  of  Friedland  and 
Tilsit,  raquested  of  you  a\^ro)^ct  of  a  new 
treaty  ofoonNaeroe,asidtod  giv«A  the  as- 
^ratice  of  the  disposition  of  iiis  couvt  to' 
psoceed  to  the  definitive  'COitchiBion  of  a 
commisrcial  arrangemoit  bei^veenthe  two 
countries;  that  a  project  had  iff  coibf^li- 
sHlce  wsth  his  wish  been  comn^nicated 
and  transmitted  to  St.  *Pcrt»tiib«rgk ;  $nd 
that  if  the  good-will  of  hiailnperial  Aft'* 
jesty  towarw  Ei^land    cohlsinned  U{)al<> 
tared,  I   tnvted    no  detay    would   take 
place  in  proceeding  to  die  negocialioii 
of  this  treaty ;  that  tbe  existence*  of  ^y- 
stipulaftioh  in'this  project,  which^was  notF 
approved  of  by  this  government,  w^s  no 
I  obstacle  to  our  entering  into  negociatton- 
I  upon  it,  because  I  shouki  take  upon  my- 
Iselftoagwe  to  any  wodilkaitiow-^ich' 
did'  not  appeal  to  change  the  b^sis  and' 
'  prihciplea  upon  wUch  it  had  been  framed;' 
that  as  France  had,  by  the  27th  article  of 
the  Tilsit  Treaty,  secured  the  ve-eHtablkh- 
ment  of  her  fi>rmer  cemmercial  relaticips 
with  Russia,  a^Atural  and  obvious  mod^  of 
proving  the  impartiality  of  the  emperor 
would  be  the  rental  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  Great  Britain^ — ^GeneMil  Bud- 
berg  began  his  reply  by  acknowledging  . 
the  existence  of  secret  articlea  belonging 
to  tbe  treaty  of  Tilsit.    There  were  some, 
he  said,  which  in  n<>  way  concenied  the 
interests  of  England;  that  he  could  assure 
me,  and  as  an  honest  man,  he  would  not 
say  it  if  it  were  not  truth,  there  existedno 
secret  article  whatever,  wl^ch  stijfralated' 
the  shutting  the  Russian  ports  agamat  the 
British  commence;  that^  with  respect  to 
the  project  to  the  treaty  of  comnierce,  he 
had  to  eoisf«Bs»  that,  from  the  press  of 
other  business,  an^  the  bad  state  of  his 
health,  he  had  nethad  ^e  to  l«y  it  before 
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iim  eiafenur;  <  that  ;^  must  iif<;(B${^rjl)^  l)e 
coiuulered  li^  tibe  ^ifjlnister  jof  c^fmaerGe^ 
be£br^  be  could  covi^  wi^  xie  .^ppa  it ; 
apd  that,  s^  to  t^he  27th  ai*tl|;le  of  the  Tilsit 
treaty,  it/miy  jplao^  the  cyaxpfn^l^l  re 
lations  of  the  two  QMii^tf^.jupt^  the  same 
fpqftiog  that  tfai^y  had  been bffore  the  Gi<^- 
ipencement  of .bo^tilities ;  l<bat.thecor«^. 
cdercial  txf^^^  France  waa  nipt  r^^lM^- 
ed^  aad  would!  ^^ygpiiure  .  in ,  two  years ;  and 
tjdat  it, by  no  me^fipB  £^il$;L\i^ because .Bo-^ 
i^aparte had coimnvHfu^a^d  to the^mperor 
oi*  jKfu^sif^  the  -ba^  ^^  lyhich  he  ws^s 
r^i^y  to.  co<KdMd^,,peaic/9  with  Englaad* 
<ha|.  his  ijpp^cial  makstyhad  Jwade  any 
Cipmm^icils^ns  jat  Tilsit  of  the  int^j^, 
Tiew^  aii4  system  9[f  ^b^fConrt  q£  j^etersr 
h^g,  Thegeo^i^j^appesifed  ^  Jwj^h  tha^ 
I  should  <^KImer  |^i^,^a4SkWer  as^^fl^^^i^ntly 
^iiatisf^ctory  to^utt^cMri;6e  aaeto^cept  the 
nvedjatioa  of  1^  ic^i^xt  1  ob^fiervfld  ii* 
Kf^y,  th9i.t  it  ;h^  <jWBcult  to  coiiG«ive  any! 
9|t4ciesof  a.pea^:e  b/e^e^  ,B^iis»ja,  a^ 
^r94K:e.wh^ch  did  iwtdirw?tly  or  Jndiri^tjy 
concern  Gr^^t  ?rit^in;  but  tl^at  X  asked 
tb^  conuauoication  of  the  secrf t  j^ticla^ 
not  xmly  as,  ai^  object  which  m^t  aflfeqt 
the  iotef^^^J^gland^  but  as  a  ^a^  pf 
the  cofttiouanoB  of  that  friendship.^ 
confidence^m  th^  nart  of  tl^s  ppurt^  which 
^ttld  akme  sJj^ord  any  prospect  of  $<^ 
from  the  ^cepta^oe  of  the  mediation  of 
the  emperoir  of  Russia ;.  tliat  wftl^  the 
^une  view,  I  bad  p^;opp^  .pontinuij^g^thke 
^e^ciaticftis  begun  by ,  Mons*.  AlypeiM^ 
and  that  if  his  excellency  h^  ji^o  autho* 
rity  at  present  to  say  any  thing  wo^i^^tis- 
fiu:torv  than.what  1  had  asyet  hearfi/rom 
hinijr  I  must  rei|uest  him  to ,  ask  <^  pec* 
noussion  of  the  emperor  to  communi|;at«  to 
ne  without  ^eservfs  the^  secret  ar^l^  o^ 
tiie  treaty  hetweeaBussia  and  Fr^^e>;and 
to  empower  him  to  contijiue  the,;i;iegocia- 
tions,  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  comm^Qr^ 
with  Great'  Britain.  General  .Budber.g 
promised  me,  that  he  would  lose  jpyo  ^ime 
ia  bringing  these  two  requests  under  the 
consideration  of  his  imperial  ma^es^y.  ,  I 
luve  the  honour,  Slc, 

G1UMVU4.E  Leveson  Gowvr^ 

No»  DL^-Extr^ct  of  a  di:^atch  fpom  the 

right' hon.    lord    Granville  Le^eaon 

Gower  to    Mr.  Secretary  Cannings 

dated  S^tPetersburtfh,Sept.2, 1807. 

-^Keceiyed  Sept.  19th. 

.(  bad  the  satisfaction  of  finding  last  night, 

that  a  considerable  change  had  taken  place 

iu  the  tone  and  temper  of  seneral  Bud- 

b^g's  conyeoation.    instead  of  tM  icoid-^ 

aesa  uid^iuBs^irTe  wbi<^  <;ha^teni^  the 


repU^  of  the  Russiaitmii^i^tec  to  ibe^qu/isr* 
tio^s  ^bich^  had  thougb<^.  ^t  my  d^y  tO; 
put  to  him  in  previoi^  conference^  1  foun<d, 
a  very  ^  mild  and  ceinciUiitt,i^  nmM^ef >  aoidf 
an  .apparent,  anxiety  to  ropove  eveiy  di^ 
cui^  in  the, wa[y  of  a^p^r^^y  Jff^  ^>PVr^ 
derstariding  betweei^  the,two  countries,  t: 
regretted  the  reserve  >yh)ch  had  marked 
the  cpnduct  of  the  Bufl^aiji  government  t<^, 
wards.  Eng^nd  ;  he,  ans^ved  th^at  B^ssia 
had  juf^t  gr«MU(ids  of  compl^njb  against  £ng* 
la^.;  jt^e  -jj^eiftt  into  a  Ipng  ^detail  pf  th^ 
littlejat^itiont^hfid  be^  given  (;<»  the) 
repeated  repreaentatioji^sof  the  emperor  of 
Rus^,  ^^  1  could  not  be  surprised,  he 
.  ^i4»  th^t^m  the  first  m9ment  ofm^fiH*^ 
b^ne  ,ari4^  fromt.tbe  wantof  ^o-operation, 
he  shoii^d  ^stify  some  degree  of  discon« 
t^nt*  ,  X>replie4>  tbat  w^  could  w>^ better 
senff^^he  p^use  of  Bon^arte»  than  by  in^v 
dalgusg.  in  mutual  recrimination^  on  the 
past  conduct  .of  each  government;  that  X 
lyisHed  our  ^hoH;atteijitioa  should  be  tum«v 
eid  jto  the,  fyif^f*  «od  that  I  was  persuaded, 
if  the  eipi^peror  of  Russia  still  entertained 
jhi^formei;  opinions  of  the-da^ger  to  he^ 
\  app^p^end^  ^^m  the  preponderance  of 
Fraope«t^e,  cause  of  t^e  independance  oj^ 
£u^qpe,wa(|  by  fio,  means  desperate. 

"No.  IILr-"£xtr^t  of  a  dispatch  from 
^  rig^t  ,h,on.  lord  Qi^anville  Levesoif 
power  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  da- 
ted St.  Petersburgh,.^  Sept.  1807. — 
.^ppely^Sept.  19lh. 

A&g^p^^l  Budberg  carefully  avoided 
livery t^ilrusion  to  the  le^  transaptions  at 
Cope^a^^^  during  the  interview  which 
tpok  pk^e  between  us  on  Tuesday,  I  was 
^Q^ew])at)iVHfprised  on  the  following  morn- 
ing to,  receive  the  note  0/  which  I  have  the 
l|onoi^.  ip  eviclose  a  copy.  In  my  answer, 
also  ipcl»osea>  Ihave  endeavoured,  to  follow 
closely  those  among  the  reasons  stated  in 
your  ^spatches,  which  I  conceive  likely 
to  prf^ve  the  least  ot£^nsive  to  this  govern- 
n^l^ty  i^eserying  other  arguments .  for  my 
first  futufe  conference  with  the  minister.    . 

,  (First  inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  3.)    ^ 

HU  majesty  the  emperor  has  just  learu-s 
ed  y^th^  the  utmost  surprise  by  accocints 
fye^  bis  minister  at  Copenljagen,  as  well 
^  by  a  dispatch  .from  his  Banish  qu^ 
iestjrs  minister  at  this  court,  that  Mr* 
JecJ^on,  his  Britannick  maj^ty's  Pleni- 
potentiiary>has  piade  propositions  as  dero«* 
gat^ry rtpas  incpmpatible  vviththe  dignity 
of  every  independent  power,  and  that,  up- 
on the  refiisal  of  the  prince  royal  of  Den- 
mark to  accede  to  a  pretension  so  extraor- 
dinary, the  English  fleet  has  taken  a  posi- 
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tioh  which  evideWly  announces  hlten-- 
tibnaf  hostile  tWsfrthi  Dennlai^.  The  ties 
dt"  corisangtiiriity  and  friendship  which 
littite  his  itepeHil  mAjesty  with  the  king  of 
D^hmari^  not '  strfKririg  iiim  to  tI^w  with 
i|KHf]ference  satny  dfthgefr  which  niight  me- 
nace the  dortiiiiiotisor  the  indepettdertce  of 
that!  ^ovet^igni  the  tlndersigned  has  receiv- 
ed fcotferiiands  to' invite  his  excellency 
Iferd'  OrdnVllle  LeVeson  GowSer,  to  acquaint 
hiiw  with  the  rtiotivefe  which  have  i^dliced' 
l^e  dabinet  of  St.  James's  to  stdofit  pr6- 
<J«edihgs  so  extriEtotdihary'  agaitist  Den- 
mark.   ThB  nndfetsigiledi' &c.   ' 

^'^'^         •  JSigned)     ••  A.  De  6**b«:rg. 

{8^orid  Inclostire,'  rtfe^red  to  m* No.  3.) 

t^ '-  •  •    •      St.  Petersbiirgh,  ^^  Aligust 

-r  »>   :      .       .  rsd  Septemb6i')  I'k)7. 

■^'Agrdeiblyio  the  desire  of  hi^  eJccelletticy 
g^eral  'Budhey'g,  the  undersigned/ inibas 
satfor  oF^ttirf  fifitantiiQ  riisHestV/los^if  n< 
tiniem  coVnintrnicating  to  tnfe  ftassilah  feo 
v&ritnent  the 'motives 'which  led 'tOf?he 
step^  taken  by  th6  king's  mim^t<?r»^k^the 
^rourt  of -Denrmai-k,  and  to  the^tiBs^qtie'irt 
operAtiotis'ttf  the  British  fbt'ce^  agaiftstthe 
island  of  ^^land:— The  British"  mi!rf«(trjr 
had  b«en  alon^  Vrme  ih  possess^ionr  of  po- 
sitive data'  which  left;  ho'  doubt' -astd^  the 
Wt^htions  of  tke  French  'govfemm'^nt'^es- 
Jiectihg  the  maritime  mcfan's  6f'DeiiiTiark; 
and  the  projects  agamst  England  frbhl  that 
quarter,  which  were  matured  bj^  the;con- 
tinental  peace,  certainly  cannot  hdve  es- 
caped the  penetration  of  his  m^^sty  *the 
emperor  of  Russia^.  The  Danish  fle^t^des-' 
tined  to  Cover  a  descferit  '6n'th«  BHt^h' 
coasts  being  therefore  an  object  essentia] 
for  the  acc^mrplishment  'of  'the  viiivs  of 
France,  the  king  fouiidbimself  und6r  the 
necessity  of  securing  himself  from'  ^o  im- 
minent a  dangfei^,  by  thosie  'prfec^^H^iis 
which  were  adopted  with  regret,  however 
indispensable  fot'  the  security,  of  Ws 
empire.  The  '  ties  of  relationship  which 
unite  the  two  courts  of  London  and  of  Co- 
penhageti  would  have  inspired  th^'kihg 
with  the  desire  of  avoiding  su6h  a  painful 
extremity,  and  of  respecting,  as  far  zs  de- 
pended upon  himself,  the  interests  of  Den- 
rSark ;  but  his  duty  called  equally  ibr 
measures  adaipted  to  ward  off  a  dinger 
T^^hich  threatenc?d  not  only  the'  welfiire  of 
his  people  but  the' existence  of  his  cro\^. 
The  undersighed;  having  thus  frartkly  re- 
plied to  general  Budber^'s  note,  will  with 
pleasure  furnish  a  more  detailed  Vferbal 
explanation,  shouid  his  excellency  de^if6 
it  ■;  and  he  avails  himself  of  the  opportu- 
nfty  to  repeat  the  tissurances*  of-  ni!|  high 


consideiutlbtf.  (Sighed) ' '  G.  II.**©6iVbk 
Hi*  0xceHcncy  ^eher^l  d^Budberg,  &c. 
No.  IV.^E3itract  of  k'di^tch  frbm  Mr 
Secretary  CannSpg  to  this  Hght*hori 
lord  Granville  lievesdn  GtrHrerg  date< 
September  27th' 1807/ 
Sir  Robett  Wilson  afrriyed  here  on  Sa 
ttfrdaythe  lOth  with  yoiir  e^ccllency^ 
dispatches  of  the  2d  iii8t^ti(t,>4iich  I  hav< 
laid  before  the  king,-T^WKatever'  may  hav< 
been  the  motives  oi*  -rtfe'  cattSies  of  th< 
change  ^hich  ybiif  ekbellcncy  Tepres<ent 
to  have  taifcen  place  in  the  tione  of  ^e  Ru^ 
sian  councils,  or  what^vi^may  be  the  pro 
bability  of  the  continuaiice  of  the  systcn 
now  apparently  adOptfed  ;  hb  majestj 
hails  with  th6'  liibst  'Miifcerfe  saitiiWkctioi 
the  return  Of  ^thos^  <  leiltiin^nts  of  friend 
ship  ^d- (Confidence  oti  tti^  pari  Of  Ws  ati 
gust  klly,'fh)m  ^hkh'his  'p^ajesty  on  hi 
part'haji  never*  deVi^t^^/attd^he  ciiltiva 
tiortof  trhith'is  rhortft' thatt'i^er  tiecessar 
fer'thfeirC6mmon  int!er^sfe:-A-Your  exceff 
Icury  will  lose  no  oppoi*ttihity  of  express 
ing  these  sentiments  to  his  imperial  ma 
jesty  and  his  minister.— 'For  forbearance 
Ami  mnderatlnn  which  yov^*>*ceHcnc] 
i  has  hf  en  all  along  instmctfed  td  eteplo', 
in  all  your  remonstrances  with  r^ipccit  t 
;  traiij^actlon^  in  whirh  the  pfers<mal  charac 
;  ter  of  hjs  imperial  majesty 'Was  s<>  imme 
diatelycoitcerhied,  and  the  reliancte  whicl 
you  haVfe  nbt  feiled  to  express  oti  the  re 
ttirhing  sense  of  what  wa.4  due  to  his  ma 
jestys  long  ^JfperienCed  "friendship  an< 
fidelity,  "accord'  perfectly  tirith  the  Ian 
guagetdrich  you  are  now  mstructed  to  use 
and  n^ke  the  whole  of  ^his  majesty's  con 
duct  tkiwards  his-  imperial '  majc^y  uni 
foVm  ahd  consistent.  And  your  excel 
IfencV  cannot  too  constantly  ^impress'apoi 
tbe  Ku^an  ihiriister  the  topic  which  yoi 
have  so  Judiciously  employed  in  your  lat 
conferences,  that  in  the  present  state  c 
the  world,  retroj^pect  and  recriminatioi 
are  wbrse  than  useless;  and  that  the  es 
ta'blishment  of  future  good  undcrstandinj 
and  the  concert  of  measures  to  be  takei 
with  a  view  to  future  exertioh,  are  alon( 
the  proper  subjects  cf  discussion  betweei 
the  two  govemments.-^Your  excellency 
did  perfectly  right  in  declining  to  con 
slder  the  communication  of  general  Bud 
berg  as  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  autho 
rise  your  acceptance,  on  the  part  of  hi 
majesty,  of  the  mediation  of  the  empero 
of  Russia.— ^The  points  upon  which  th 
question  of  this  acceptance  tana,  arc 
1st,  The  frank  Vommunftcation  of  the  aa^l 
eies  of  the  Treaty  of  'RhrtyTfecret  as  wel 
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as  avow^.  2dfy,  A  distinct  expl^tial^oii 
6f  the  basis  ihpon  \rhich  France  proposes 
to  treat,  and  which  appeared'to  his  impe- 
rial majesty  tit  Tilsit  so  j«st  and  honoar- 
able: — These  are  the  coiiditions  directly; 
stipulated  in  my  note  to  M.  Alope«ts>  and 
Without  which  an  acceptance  of  soiy  me- 
diation by  hi»  majt^sty  coald  be  nothing 
^Ise  than  a  complete  Surrender  of  his  ho- 
nonr  and  his  interest  into  the  hands  pf  the 
mcfdiator,  rf  ncrt-  of  the  enemy.— *-But  to 
these  are  reasbnably  to  be  added,  if  not 
as  conditions  without  which  it  \yonld  be 
impossible  to  consent  ta  treat  under  the 
anspices  of  Russia,  at  least  as  those  which 
his  majesty  has  a  right  to  ref|uire  from  a 
friendly  power,  before  he  commits  him- 
ielf  to  its  guidance  in  a  question  affecting 
•he  immediate  safety  and  the  future  wel- 
fare of  his  domini(^tis;  1st,  A  disclosure 
of  the  general  views  of  policy  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia ;  and  of  any  engagiemerits 
into  which  he  may  have  entered  with  res- 
re  ct  to  the-  difterent  powers -in  whose  for- 
tunes his  maj.esty  takes  an  interest ;  and 
2dly',  Some  pjain  and  decisive  proof  of 
the  good  nndei-^tanding  subsisting  between 
^18  majesty  and  his  august  ally  ;  ^ch  as 
^hall  satisfy,  not  his  majesty  only,  but 
Europe  and  the  world,  of  the  impartiality 
with  which  iiis  imperial  majesty  has  un- 
dertaken^ «md  proposes  to  administer,  the 
duties  of  his  office  as  mediator. — ^With  res- 

rjct  to  the  first  of '  the  two  points  which 
have  stated  as  absolutely' indispensable, 
general  Bud  berg  appears  i^  yet  to  have 
gone  no  farther  than  to  give  a  verbal  as- 
surance that  there  is  not  any  article, 
among  the  secret  articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Tilsit,  stipulating  tor  the  shutting  -  of  the 
Rmsian  ports  against  Great  Britain*— But 
it  will  immediately  have  occurred  to  your 
excellency  tMit  a  di8tincti<m  might  pro- 
bably be  taken  in  M.  de  Budberg's  mind 
between  a  stipulation  for  the  immediate 
and  unconditional  execution,  of  a  purpose, 
and  the  agreement  to  resort  to  it  eventu- 
atly>  under  circumstances  which  may  not 
yet  have  occurred ;  and  that,  supposing 
the  fbrmer  only  to  be  the  sense  of  M.  de 
Bodberg's  assurance,  that  assurance  might 
be  literally  true,  without  in  feet  convey- 
iDff  any  thing  essentially  satisfactory. — ^Ine 
in^rence  te  be  drawn  from  this  circum- 
stance is,  that  the  Russian  minister  shonld 
be  called  upon  by  your  excellency  m  an 
official  note,  not  for  a  ample  disavowal 
only  of  any  single  article,  but  for  the  com- 
munication of  the  secret  articles  them- 
aelves,  or  at  least  of  any  agreement  actual 


or  eventual,  in. which  the  interests  of  this 
country  or  its  allies  are  in  any  degree  c<m- 
cerned. — In  the  same  formal  manner  a 
communication  should  be  required  of  the 
basis  of  peace  proposed  by  France ;  upon 
whicb  the  Russian  Minister  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  offered  any  explanation. — ^ 
The  other  two  points  are  not  so  strictly 
connected  with  the  question  of  mediation. 
But  it  is  nevertheless  perfectly  reasonable 
that  his  majesty  should  require  some  os- 
tensible proof  of  the  goodwill  of  his  au- 
gust ally,"  to  counteract  the  general  im- 
pression which  must  have  been  created  by 
late  events,  of  a. difference  and  disunion 
between  them ;  before  his  majesty  can 
with  a  good  grace  accept  those  offices  at 
the  emperor  of  Russia's  hands,  of  which 
impartially  should  be  the  essential  charac- 
ter. No  proof  could  be  selected,  at  once  so 
easy  for  his  imperial  majesty  to  give,  so 
grateful  to  Iris  majesty  to '  receive,  so  na- 
tural  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  iatid  so  lit* 
tie  liable  to  eiCception  on  the  part  of  France^ 
as  the  renewal  oi  the  Treaty  of  Commerce. 
—With  respect  to  the  remaining  point, 
which  your  excellency  is  instructed  to 
urge — a  commimication  on  the  part  of 
the  Russian  government  of  its  general 
views  and  policy  fer  the  future, — ^you  will 
observe,  that  his  imperial  majesty  himself 
annexed  to  his  conditional  acceptance  of 
the  mediation  of  the  emperor  ot  Austria, 
a  similar  demand  of  the  communication 
of  the  general  views  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
respecting  the  future  state  of  £urope.-<^ 
In  the  treaty  of  Bartenstein,  concluded  be- 
tween his  imperial  majesty  and  the  king 
of  Prussia,  and  offered  by  them  to  the  ac« 
ceptance  of  other  powers  as  the  basis  of  a 
co-operation  fer  the  purpose  of  producing 
a  general  pacific  arrangement,  a  distinct 
and  detailed  exposition  was  entered  into 
with  respect  not  only  to 'the 'powers  in** 
tended  to  be  comprehended  as  parties  to 
the  treaty,  but  to  all  the  other  powers  of 
Europe  in  whose  fate  any  one  of  the  prin- . 
cipal  powers  could  be  supposed  to  be  in- 
terested.-^These  examples  of  what  his  im- 
perial majesty  has  done,  and  what  he  has 
required,  would  sufficiently  authorize  his 
majesty's  solicitude  to  obtam  a  similar  ex- 
planation on  the  present  occasion. — ^But 
there  are  other  grounds  fer  it  in  the  very 
state  and  circumstances  of  £urope>  a«  aris- 
ing out  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  and  the 
stipulations  annexed  to  it;  some  of  which 
fttipulations  are  already  carrying  into  exe- 
cution in  a  way  to  excite  his  majesty's 
apprehendons,  if  not  fer  his  own  interests^ 
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for  those ,of  his  allies* — ^Js  it.poftitble  Uiat 
his  majesty  should  not  ihii^Jc  it  esaeatial  to 
be  informed  whether  the  public  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  which  recognizes  the 
French  kuo^  of  Naples^  only  as  king  of 
Naples,  is.,  m  efibct,  contradicted  by  a  ae* 
cret  article,  which  adds  to  this  title  that  of 
tbetwo  Sicilies  ?  The  movements  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  the  surrender  of  Corfb, 
naturally  give  rise  to  a  variety  of  Appre- 
hensions, which  it  would  be  for  the  inte- 
rest of  bodi  countries  to  quiet,  or  at  least, 
to  reduce  Within  the  bounds  of  truth. — 
Has  not  his  majesty  the  right  to  require 
some  explanation  of  the  intentions  of 
Eussia  with  respect  to  Turkey  ;  a  power 
.with  whom  his  ms^esty  finds  himself  at 
War,  and  left  alone  in  the  war,  for  no  other 
than  ]^ussian  interests^  and  from  a  quarrel 
espoused  by  his  majesty  for  the  sake  of  his 
ally  ? — ^These  topics  your  excellency  will 
lurge  in  your  conferences  with  M.  de  Bud- 
berg  with  all  the  earnestness  which  their 
ijuportance  re<niires,  but  at  the  same  time- 
carefully  avoiding  a  strain  of  r^>roach  ; 
and  even  when  you  are  obliged  to  confess 
the  si|Spicion  of  engagements  Jiaving  been 
entered  into  such  as  his  majesty  cannot 
but  disapprove,  conducting  your  inquiry  in 
mich  a  manner  as  shall  le^  M.  de  Budberg 
to  believe  that  his,  majesty  is  anxious  ra- 
ther to  find  the  means  of  preveming  or 
remedying  the  evil,  than  to  discover  the 
grounas  of  complaint  againt  Russia.  Upon 
Uie  whole>  your  excellency  will  collect 
from  these  mstructions,  that  his  majesty 
is  as  much  desirous,  as  ever,  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  and  alliance  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia  ;  that  he  conceives  the  only 
ohsmce  of  safety  for  what  remains  of  Eu- 
rope to  depend  upon  the  renewal  of  a  good 
nnderstanoing  between  them;  that. his 
maje^y  has  never,  even  under  appear- 
ances the  most  unfavourable,  altogether 
despaired  of  such  a  recurrence,  on  the 
part  of  the  emperor,  to  the  counsels  which 
are  best  calculated  for  his  own  glory,  and 
for  the  security  of  hie  own  dominions,  as 
it  is  now  hoped  has  tak^n  place  ;  at^d  that 
his  majesty/  upon  such  a  change,  is  eager 
to  forget  all  that  has  passed  of  a  nature 
contradictory  to  those  counsels,  or  incon- 
sistent with  them. 
No.  V^-*-*£xtEact  of  a  Diapateh .  from 
Mr.  Secretaiy  Cauning  to'  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Granville  Levespn 
Gower,  dated  Sept  28,  1807.  . 

Foseign  Office,  Sept.  28, 1807. 

His  majesty  entirely  approves  of  the 

lUiswer  returned  by  your  excellency  to 


jeneral  Budberg's  note  on  the  suliject  of 
the  operations  .at  Cq>enhagen.  I  enclose 
to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  the  Declara* 
tion  which  his  majesty  has  ca^used  to  be 
published  on  that  subject,  in  which  your 
excellency  will  find  the  principles  upon 
which  his  majesty  has  acted,  clearly  laid 
down ;  and  in  which  the  disposition  of  hit 
majesty  to  limit  the  measures  of  hostility 
to  which  he  has  unfortunately  found  him** 
self  compelled  to  have  recourse^  is  an- 
nounced with  Uiat  frankness  and  modera- 
tion which  characterize  his  majesty's  con- 
duct.' In  conversing  upon  this  subject 
with  the  Russian  minister,  your  excellency, 
in  addition  to  the  arguments  so  correctly 
stated  in  your  note,  and  to  those,  witA 
which  his  majesty's  Declaration  will  fur- 
nish you,  will  not  hesitate  to  appeal  to 
the  Russian  government  itself  for  rea-. 
sons  in  justification  of  the  measures  tfi^ 
which  his  majesty  Has  been  undpr  the  i|e- 
.  cessity  of  resorting. — ^You  will  remind  ge- 
neral Budberg,  not.  as  matter  of  reproach, 
but  as  matter  of  fact  nierely,  that  fifom  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Tilsit  down  to 
the  hour  at  which  your  excelleacy's  di9- 
patches  by  sjr  Robert  Wilson  were  received 
here,  the  British  government  were  without 
one  word  of  assurance  as  to  the  amicable 
intentions  of  Russia  towards  Great  Britain. 
The  o&r  of  mediation,  under  all  jthe  cir** 
cumstances  which  belong^  to  it,  was  calcu- 
lated to  excite  any  other  feeling  rather  than 
that  of  confidence  in  the  eusiperor's  good- 
will ;  and  every  account  that  was  received 
here  of  the  temper  in  which  that  proposal 
was  made,  and  of  the  lig^t  in  which  it 
was  viewed  by  the  enemy,  justified  the  be- 
lief that  it  was  intended  hy  Russia  rather 
as  preparatory  to  hostility  consequent  upon 
i  his  majesty's  refusal,  than  as  likely  to  lead 
to  a  pacific  result  through  his  acceptance* 
In  the  mean  time,  the  publication  of  the 
Prussian  peace,  and  the  concealment  of  the 
Russian,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  plan 
brought  forward  in  the  conferences  of 
Tilsit  for  a  genei  al  confederacy  ?igaint  this 
country,  in  which  the  navies  of  Denmark 
and  Portugal  were  destined  to  co-operate 
(intelligence  since  confirmed  by  a  frank 
and  friendly  communication  n'om  Por- 
tugal herself  of  such  a  proposal  having 
been  actually  made  to  her  by  France,  ana 
enforced  with  threats  of  instant  and  de- 
structive ho^ility  in  case' of  her  declining 
to  coqnply  with  it),  these  circumstances^ 
couplea  with  tbe  actual  preparation  for 
the  reception  of  a  large.  French  force  at 
Hamburgh,  formed  together  such  a  body 
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of  evidence  not  only  of  the  designs  of  Bo* 
naparte,  but  of  the  connivaace,  if  not  of 
the  participation,  of  Rusi^a,  that  his  ma- 
jesty would  have  been  wanting  alike  in 
what  he  owed  to  his  own  dignity  And  to 
the  security  of  his  dominions,  if  he  had 
not  taken  *the  most  efiectual  steps  for 
breaking  through  the  combination  that 
was  cotle^ng  round  him:  and  it  would 
bavet>een  idle,  under  such  circttmstances> 
to  have  waited  the  consent  of  Russia  to 
measures  calculated  to  repel  a  danger,  of 
which  Russia  herself  formed  so  lai-ge  a 
part.  It  cannot  be  disguised, '  therefore, 
that  the  >vant  of  communication  on  the 
part  of  the  Russian  government  has  been 
in  no  smill  degree  thfe  cause  of  the  very- 
mischief  which  that  government  now  la- 
ments. Coniirdent  as  his  majesty  is  in  the 
jiistifieation  of  the  vigorous  and  decisive 
steps  to  which  the  necessity  of  self-pre- 
servation obliged  him  to  resort,  he  would 
yet  more  willingly  have  been  spared  the 

C'nful  task  of  acting  upon  that  necessity; 
i  Russia  been  in  a  state  to  offer  her 
guarantee  of  the  neutrality 'of-  Denmark, 
instead  of  afford  Ing  such  strong  ground  of 
suspicion  that  she.  was  prepared  to  coun- 
tenance, if  not  to  instigate,  her  hostility. 
But  it  is  useless  as  well  as  painful  to  dwell 
upon  what  might  hare  been  the  course  of 
events,  if  the  emperor  of  Russia  had  not 
unwaringly  delivered  himself  over  to  the 
counsels  oj.  France,  at  a  moment  when  it 
was  of  all  others  the  n^ost  essential  that  a 
good  undei'standing  should  be  kept  up  be- 
tween Russia  and  Great  Britain.  Your 
excellency  will  thereft>re^  dwell  on  the^e 
toptcks  no  longer  than  may  be  necessary 
to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  Russian 
ministeil,  the  conviction  that  the  supposed 
unfiiendliness  of  Ruissia  must  of  itself  have 
prevented  his  majesty  from  communicat- 
ing with-  his  imperial  majesty  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Denmark,  before  he  proceeded  to 
those  strong  but  necessary  measures,  the 
result  of  wnich  has  dispelled  all  appre- 
hei^ion  of  danger  from  that  quarter.  It 
rmainsy  bow,  according  to  the  principle 
wisely  established  in  your  excellency's 
late  amfefences  with  general  Budberg,  to 
look  forward  to  the  probablo  c<MiBequences 
of  what  has  taken  place,  and  to  Endeavour 
to  tttsm  tbom  fo  such  account  as  may  be 
most  bene4k:ial  both  to  Riussia  and  Great 
IMfain^  and  to  that  ca^nse  which  their  re- 
ittion  mlghl  ye«  a£Smi  a  hope  qt  eonduct- 
mg  to  a  ih^iirftble  issufe.  After  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  papers  which  I  inclose,  your 
escoMency  witt  bo  Mly  infeitoed  of  the 


whole  situation  of  affiirs  with  respect  ta 
Denmark.  His  majesty  is  perfectly  wil« 
ling  that  the  pacification  with  the  court  of 
Denmark  should  he  wholly  the  work  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia :  that  it  s^hould  ori* 
gihate  in  his  imperial  majesty's  counsels, 
be  conducted  under  his  auspices,  and  con*  • 
eluded  under  his' guarantee.  The  situation 
of  his  imperial  nugesty,  as  the  natural  pro- 
tector of  the  .north,  obviously  points  him 
out  for  such  a  task ;  which  even  France 
could  not  refuse  to.  assign  him^  unless 
France  were  ripe  for  breaking  with  the 
court  of  Petersburgh-  Denmark  has  uxi«> 
questionably  applied  to  the  emperor  of 
Kussia  for  protection.  How  can  that  ap- 
plication be  better  answered  than  b;^  the 
.emperor  of  Russia's  engaging  to  brine 
Great  Britain  to  an  arrangement  upon  such 
terms  as  are  stated  in  the  inclosed  papers  ? 
And  to  such  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  the  emperor  is  be- 
forehand assured  of  the  consent  of  his  ma- 
jesty. 

No.  VI. — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Granville 
Leveson  Gower  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning,  dated  St.  Petersburgh,  Sept. 
19,  1807.  Received  Oct.  7. 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform'  you,  that 
on  Tuesday  last  general  Budberg  jgave  up 
the  portfeuille  of  the  foreign  affairs  to 
count  Soltykoffw  J  took  an  early  oppor-^ 
Unity  afi;er  this  notification  of  seeing 
count  Soltykofi^  and  recapitulated  to  him 
what  had  passed  in  my  last  conference- 
with  general  Budberg;  I  reminded  him 
the  promise  made  by  his  predecessor  to. 
bring  under  the  immediate  consideration 
of  the.  empefor  the  points  upon  which  I 
had  beeii  instructed  to  detain  an  answer 
from  tills  court,  before  I  could  signify  the 
acceptance  of  his  mijesty  to  the  proposed 
oSkr  of  mediation.  I  observed  that  the 
tardiness  of  this  government  upon  this 
suhject  ill  accorded  with  the  anxiety  ex- 
pressed by  his  imperial  majesty  for  the 
conclusion  of  peace  between  England  and 
France.  Count  Soltykoff*  answered  that 
'he  would  on  the  following  day  take  the 
emperor's  orders  with  respect  to  the.  com- 
munication of  the  secret  articlea  of  the 
t]?eatyt)f  Tilsit;  that  without  seeing  his 
imperial jnajesty  ho  could  take updnnim- 
self  to  say  that  the  Russian  government 
was  well  disposed  to  enter  into  a  negotia- 
tion upon  the  treaty  of  commerce^  and. 
he  repeated  #hat  I  mid  heard  before  from 
general  Budberg^  that  the  Projet  do  Trait4 
transmitted. by  M.  Alopcm  nwist^  in  tha. 
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first  instance  be  submitted  to  the  consider 
ration  of  the  department  which  it  pecu- 
liarly concerned.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation  he  gave  me  many  general  as- 
surances of  the  amicable  disposition  of  this 
court  towards  England^  ftnd  of  the  satis- 
i&ction  he  should  feel  in  contributirtg  to 
the  establishment  of  a  footing  of  friendly 
snd  confidential  intercourse  betwe.en  our 
two  governments.  Count  Sol  tykofT  being 
in  the  country  yesterday,  my  endeavours  to 
see  him  were* unavailing;  but  I  this  morn- 
ing obtained  a  conference,  when,  after 
some  expressions  of  regi*et,  at  his  first 
communication  with  me  being  of  an  im- 
pleasant  nature,  he  told  me,  that  he  was 
authorized  by  the  emperor  to  ii^form  me, 
that  his  imperial  majesty  did  not  think 
proper  to  comtnunicate  the  secret  articles. 
it  is  not,  he  saicl>  on  account  of  ^heir  con« 
tabling  any  stipulations  prejudical  to  Eng- 
land ;  but  having  once  determined  that 
these  articles  should  not  be  made  public, 
the  emperor  sees  no  reason  for  receding 
firom  his  determination* 

No.  VIL-^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Granville 
Leveson    Gower  to    Mr.    Secretary 
Canning,  dated    Saint  Petersburgh, 
9  Sept.  1807.  Received  Oct.  7. 
My  last  dispatches  to  you  had  scarcely 
left  Petersburgh,  when  I  received  informa- 
tion that  the  emperor  had  named  count 
Romanzow,   minister  for  foreign  affairs*. 
This    appointment    was    officially  made 
known  three  days  afterwards  to  the  corps 
diplomatique .  by    a    circular    note.      I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  see- 
«ing  count  Romanzow ;  and  the  state  of  sus- 
pence  in  which  I  have  been  so  long  kept 
with  respect  to  the  negotiation  of  the  re- . 
newal  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  justified 
me  in  requesting  an  immediate  conference 
with  the  new  minister.'  After  the  usual 
•compliments  upon  his  appointment,  I  ex- 
pressed to  him  the  regret  I  felt  at  the  ex- 
traordinary reserve  of  his  court  towards 
that  of  London,  and  my  extreme  disap- 
pointment at  the  refusal  which  had  been 
signified  tome  by  count  SoltykofFto  com- 
municate to  me  the  secret  an-angemehts 
concluded  at  Tilsit.    I  observed  that  this 
refUsal  made  it  impossible  for  the  king  my 
master  to  avail  himself  of  his  imperial 
inajesty^s  offer  of  mediation;    for  how> 
said  I,  could  it  be  expected  that  his  ma- 
jesty would  accept  the  mediation  of  a  so- 
vereign^  between  whom  and  Bonaparte 
there  was  every  appearance  of  intimate 
union  tixsi  secret  understand|ngi^  and  from 
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whom  his  ta^jesty  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  mark  whatever  of  friendship 
and  confidence^  1  added>  that  I  was  the 
more  surprised  at  this  conduct*  because^ 
not\^ithstanding  the  grounds  of!  dissatisfac- 
tion which  the  published  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit  afforded,  to  his  majesty, 
such  was  his  partiality  towards  his  august 
ally,  that  he  had  been  disposed-  to  look 
upon  them  as  forced  upon  Ms  ip^perial 
majesty  by  the  unfortunate  circumstances 
of  the  moment ;  and  I  had,  eten  since  thcT 
knowledge  of  these  public  articles,  beed 
authorized  to  give  fresh  assurances  of  the 
desire  of  his  majesty  to  renew  th(^  inti- 
macy and  confidence  Which  had  before 
subsisted  between  the  two  courts:     Count 
Romanzow  answered,  that  the  emperor'» 
friendship  for  his. majesty  had  been  proved 
by  his  anxiety  that  peace  should  be  con-* 
eluded  between  England  and  Frilicc,  and 
that  his  impartiality  had  been  manifested 
by  his  offer  of  mediation  j    impartiality 
being  the  necessary  attribute  of  a  media<^ 
tor.    After  giting  the  obvious  answer  to 
his  novel  mode  of  reasoning,  I  expressed 
my  hope  that  the  union  of  the  two  depart- . 
ments  of  commerce  and  foreign- affairs  iA 
the  same  person  would  accelerate  the  ne- 
gotiation .  of    the    treaty   of '  commerce*- 
Nearly  a  month  had  elapsed  mnce  the  ar« 
rival  here  oi  a  projet  of  a  treaty  transmit- 
ted by  M.  Alopeus,  ind  yet  I  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  an  answer  whether  the 
stipulations  of  that  projet  of  a  treaty  tvete 
approved  of  here,  or  even  whether  the 
Russian  government  were  disposed  to  en« 
ter  at  all  into  negotiations  upon  tlH»  sirb-> 
ject.    Count  Romanzow  assured  m^  that, 
he  never  heard  of  this  pfoj^t  but  from  sir 
Stephen  Shairp;  that  since  he  had  receiv-^ 
ed  the  portefeuille  of  the  foreign .  aflairS/ 
he  had  enquired  for  it,  but  it  could  not  be 
foundy  and  that  he  supposed  it  mtfat  be 
among  tho  papers  of  the  emperor.     I  pro^ 
posed  to  send  him  a  copy ;  which  he  de-* 
dined  to  accept,  saying,  that  he  would^  in 
the  first  instance,  acquaint  the  emiperor 
that  I  had  requested  an  answer  from  thi» 
government  upon  the  question  of  the  re^^ 
newal  of  the  treaty  of  commerce.     I  tookr 
this  opportunity  of  observing  to  him  that 
M.  Alopeus  had  asked  for  this  project ; , 
and  that  therefore,  unless  a  perfect  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  friendly  dispoa^tiona 
of  this  court,  the  emperor  wojuld  certainly 
approve  of  our  entering  into  n^gQciatioai 
upon  it,  though  it  might  happen  .£at  some 
of  the .  pitivisions  of  it  might  poasibly  be 
col^idered  here  s^  9Pt  who^  ir^  from  • 
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objection.     He  said,  that  he  was  happy 
to  hear  fcom  sir   Stephen  Shairp,    that 
the  pTojet  contained  nothing  contrary  to 
the  regulations  prescribed  in  the  manifesto 
of  the  1st  January,  for  that  was  a  funda- 
mental law  of  the  ceuntry  :    and   after 
boasting  of  the  indulgence  he  had  shewn 
to  the  English  merchants  in  the  execution 
of  this  act,  he  shewed  a  wish  to  end  our 
conference,  by  beginning  a  conversation 
OB  dilierent  subjects. 
Na  VIIL— Dispatch  from  the    Right 
Hon.  Lord  Granville  Lereson  Gower 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Canninj^,  dated  St. 
Petersburgh,  IdthSept.  (Oct.  1 .)  1 807. 
.  — Received  Oct.  28th. 
Sir,  I  had  the  honour,  by  the  last  mes- 
senger, to  inform  you  Of  my  having  com- 
municated f»  coimtRomanzow  acopyof  the 
capttulatioa  of  Copenhagen,  accompanied 
by  a  short  note,  in  which  I  expressed  my 
hope  that  this  capitulation  might  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  re-estabhshment  of  Peace 
between  &reat  Britain  and  Denmark.     Six 
days  after  I  received  tlie  encldsed  note 
fiom  the  Russian  minister.    The  preten- 
sions set  forth  in  this  paper,  and  tne  tone 
in  which  they  are  urged,  appear  to  me  to 
be  of  a  nature  to  call  fbr  an  immediate  an- 
swer.    Jbi  roy  reply  (of  which  I  enclose  a 
cejp]f)  I  endeavoured  to  satisfy  the  Russian 
minister  that  his  laajesty's  government 
had,  in  the  communications  whicb  I  had 
been  authorized  to  make,  shewn  every 
reasonable  mark  of  respect  and  considera- 
tion for  his  imperial .  majesty,  notwith- 
standing his  change  of  system  and  princi- 
ples ;  but  I  thought  it  no  less  necessary  to 
let  the  Russian  mmister  clearly  understand, 
that  his  majesty  vras  not  to-  be  ^ghtened 
out  of  the  pursuit  of  such  measures  as  he 
might  judge  expedient  for  the  security  of 
his  empire,  by  any  indirect  menace  or  in- 
timation of  the  displeasure  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia.     At  the  same  time  that  I  sent 
this  answer,  I  requested  a  conference  with 
count  Roroanzow,with  the  view  of  extract- 
ing from  him  some  explanation  of  the  ex- 
pression, *'  que  r  empereur  se  doit  k  lui- 
mtaie  comme  aux  inter^tsdesonempii^de 
ne  |Mts  s'v'  montrer  insensible.'^  Two.  days 
and  a  half  {lassed  without  any  notice  being 
taken  of  this  request  of  a  conference.    I 
renewed*  my  demand  ;  when  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  count  Romanxow  wrote  that 
he  intended  paBsins^  two  d^s  at  Gats- 
china»  the' palace  of  the  empress  mother, 
but  that  on  his  ratum  on  Wednesday  he 
would  reoei^w  mew    I  accoPoHngly  called 
upon  him  t^sday;     Upen-BQr  entrance 


he  made  many  apologies  for  not   naving 
appointed  an  earlier  day  for  our  confe- 
rence.    I  told  him  that  my  impatience 
proceeded  from  my  wish  to  avoid  all  pos- 
sible miftunderstanding'  between  oar  two 
courts ;  that  I  was  sorry  to  observe,  that 
in  the' note,  which  he  addressed  to  me,  he 
had  made  use  of  certain  expressions  which 
would  with  great  reason  create  consider- 
able uheassiess  in  England  ;  that  he  must 
be  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the 
British  government  to  know  that  whatever 
might  be  the  wishes  and  views  of  this 
couH,  no  more  ef&ctual  mode  cbuld  have 
been  adopted  to  prevent  their  receiving 
that  attention  which  had  uniformly  been 
given  to  the  representations  of  this  coun- 
try, than  the  use  of  language  which  im<- 
plied  menace.     I  acknowledged  that  ihe 
very  current  reports  of  an  embargo  being 
about  to  be  laid  upon  English  ships  in 
Russian  ports,  (which  reports,  I  was  sorry  to 
observe,  had  originated  with  a  person  em-  , 
ployed  in  the  office  tor  foreign  sAairs,)  had 
perhaps  the  eflfect  of  making  me  attribute 
a  more  hostile  sense  to  some  parts  of  the 
note  than  what  was  really  intended  by  his 
•excellency ;  but  that  the  knowledge  of 
these  reports  would  certaiidy  reach  Eng- 
land, and  that  it  was  now  therefore,  in  the 
highest  degree  essential,  that  I  should  re- 
ceive from  him  assurances  that  the  emperor 
entertained  no  hostile  intentions  towards 
Great  Britain.     Count  Romanzow  answer- 
ed, that  I  must  be  aware,  how  little  worthy 
of  credit  wet%  the  frequent  reports  that  had 
been  raised  at  St.  Petersburgh,  ofanembar- 
go  being  to  be  laidvpon  English  ships;  and  ^ 
tKiat  he  could  assure  me  that  the  Russian 
government  had  iu>t  even  thought  of  such 
a  measure.     But  upon  my  construing  his 
words  into  an  assurance,  that  no  embargo 
would  take  place,  and  expressing  the  sar 
tiitfaction  I  should  feel  in  transmitting  such 
an  assurance  to  my  court,  he  replied,  that 
he  was  not  authorised  to  say  any  thing,  to 
me  of  the  future  intentions  of  his  sove- 
reign ;  that  neither  he  nor  the  Danish 
minister  had  received'  any  accounts  fi*om 
Kiel  since  the  capture  of  Copenhagen, 
that  the  emperor,  therefore,  being  as  yet 
unacquainted  with  the  sentinients  or  v iews- 
of  the  prince  royal  of  Denmark  since  that 
event,  naturally  waited  for  the  communi- 
cation of  them  before  his  imperial  majesty 
could  make  up  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
question.     Count  Romanzow  then  asked 
me,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  hU  ma- 
jesty's goyemment  ta  restore  the  ships  to 
the  king  of  Denmark  in  the  case  of  peace 
P  , 
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htmg  concluded  with' France.  I  observed, 
that  hostilities  hfiLvingr  commenced,  the 
possession  of  the  Danish  fieet  had  been  ob- 
tained by  forces  and  not  by  negociation  ; 
and  that  he  would  see,  by  the  termsof  the 
capitalation,  that  no  such  condition  .had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  commanders  of  his 
majesty's  forces;  but  that  I  had  received 
no  dispatches  whatever  from  you  since  the 
news  of  the  capture  of  Copenhagen  had 
reached  London.    I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

GttANVILLE  LeVESO]S|  GoWER. 

(First  iiiclosure  referred  to  in  No.  8.) 
The  undersigned  has  had  the  honour  to 
lay  before  the  emperor,  the  note  and  the 
copy  of  the  capitulation  of  Copenhagen, 
transmitted  to  him  by  his  excellency  lord 
G.  L.  Gower.    His  imperial  majesty  has 
viewed  with  infinite  concern  all  the  mis- 
fortunes which  have  overwhelmed  a  mo- 
narch, to  whom  he  u  attached  by  the  ties 
of  blood,  and  of  those  of  a  long  firiend- 
shq).  When  the  British  ministry  conceiv- 
ed the  design  of  despoiling  Denmark  of 
her  fleet :  when  they  dispatched  for  that 
])urpoBe  to  'the  Baltic,  a  numerous  land 
force  and  a  considerable  fleet:  they  gave 
no  intimation  of  it  to  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty.     This   silence,    this  extreme  re- 
serve, may  serve   as  a  proof,  that  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's  were  themselves 
persuaded,  that  what  they  were  under- 
taking was  directly  contrary  tothe'iate- 
Vests  of  Russia.    So  in  fact  it  is;  and  the 
emperor  owes  it  two  himself,  and  to  the 
interests  of  his  empire,  not  to  shew  himself 
insensible  to  it     His  majesty  considers 
hsmseif  as  guarantee  of  the  security  and  of 
the  tranquillity  of  nhe  Baltic  Sea;  at  what 
period  have  the  tranquillity  and  the  secu- 
rity of  that  sea  been  so  molested  as  in 
this  instance  ?    The  undersigned,  having 
apprized  his  Britannic  majesty's  ambassa- 
dor of  the  sentiments  of  the  emperor  his. 
master,  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity,. 
8tc.      {Signed}    Count  NiciTolas  de  Ro- 
MAXZOFF.     St.  Peterrt)urgh,  Sept.  1,  1807. 
{Second  inclosure,  referred  to  in  No.  8.) 
l^e  undersigned,  his  Brhannic  majesty's 
embassador,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  recdptdf  the  note  of  yesterday's  date, 
'which  the  count  de  Rom anzofl*  addressed 
to  him.     Be  will  lose  no  time  in  trans- 
mitting it  to  his  court,  but  the  charges 
which  it  contains  against  the  British  go- 
vernment, impose  von  jthe  undersigned  the 
duty  of  requesting  his  excellency  to  sub- 
mit without  delay  to  his  imperial  majesty 
sdme  observations,  which  Aiay  place  in 
Cbeir  true  light  the  reciprocal  proceedings 
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ofboth  powers.    Although  the  celerity  in- 
dispensible  to  the  execution  of  the  mea- 
sure of  precaution  adopted  with  regard  to 
Denmark,  did  not  allow  of  any  anterior 
communications,  the  note  of  the  under- 
signed, dated  the  2d  September,  so  far 
from  concealing  the  re^UKms  which  pro- 
duced that  expedition,  declared  them  with 
frankness,  and  the  explanation  of  them 
was  repeated  and  accompanied  with  de- 
tails in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory,  at 
the  first  coutiBrence  of  the  undersigned 
with  the  ministry  of  that  day.    Tlie  se- 
cret articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  are 
moreover  still  unknown'  to  the  court  of 
London ;  and  the  undersigned  has  vainly 
required  a  communication  of  those  ar- 
rangements, the  execution  of  which  daily 
developes  objects  in  noway  conformable 
to  the  spirit  of  the  ancient  alliance^  and 
absolutely  prejudicial  ,to  those  interests, 
the  maintenance  of  w'hich  foimerly  con- 
stituted an  essential  part  of  the  Russian 
system.     Is  it,  then,  tor  Russia  to  com- 
piai«  of  secrecy,  whilst  that  court  abso- 
lutely refuses  the  only  explanation  which 
could  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  court 
of  London,  as  to  the  intentions  and  the 
projects  meditated  with  regard  to  her? 
This  silence,  this  extreme  reserve,  may 
serve  as  proof  that  the.  cabinet  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh  were  themselves  persuaded  that 
their  secret  arrangements  were  directly 
contrary  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain. 
As  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  Baltic,  Eng- 
land has  never  recognized  any  exclusive 
rights,  and  whatever  may  have  been  the 
pretensions  of  Russia  to  the  title  of  gua- 
rantee of  the  security  of  that  iea,  her  si- 
lence at  the  period  when  every  port  firom 
Lubeck  to  Memel  was  shut  agajpst  the 
British  flag,  appears  an  open   abandon- 
ment of  those  pretension^.  (Signed)  Gran- 
ville Leveson  Gower,  12  (24)  September, 
1807.      . 
Ko.  IX.«— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Lord  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  to  • 
Mr.   Secretary  Canning,    dated   St. 
Petcrsburgh,  October  2&th,  1807. 
Sir  Robert  Wilson  arrived  here  on  Sa- 
turday the  17  th,  and  delivered  to  me  your 
dispatches.    The  emperor  Jiavinff  reiiimed 
from  the  inspection  of  his  army  m  Poland, 
only  on  Thursday  last,  and  count  Roman- 
zow  having  for  some  days  previous  to  that 
time  been  waiting  at  Gatscnina  the  arrival 
of  his  imperial  majesty,  it  was  not  till 
Saturday  night  that  I  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  conference  with  the  Russian  minis- 
ter.    My  reports  of  the  change  of  minis-  - 
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try  here,  and  of  the  unfriendly  tone  which 
has  marked  the  communication  I  have  re- 
ceived from  this  government  since  that 
change,  will  have  dissipated  the  hopes 
which  the  accovint  of  my  last  conversation 
with  general  Bndberg  and  other  repre- 
sentations had  led  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment to  entertain  of  the  future  conduct  of 
thb  court.  I  began  my  conference  with 
count  Rotnanzow,  by  saying,  that  I  had 
•received  instructions  which  were  written 
under  an  impression  that  there  existed  in 
this  cubinet  a  disposition-  to  renew  its 
fi>rmer  footing  of  confidence  with  the  Eng- 
lish government ;  I  explained  tp  him 
fairly  what  had  caused  this  impression,  and 
added  that  though  his  majesty  could  re- 
g^  the  energy  and  resources  of  his  own 
people  as  the  only  sure  foundation  of  the 
safety  and  prosperit]^  of  his  kingdom,  yet 
that  he  was  always  inclined  to  avail  him- 
self of  any  opportunity  which  this  court 
miffht  afford  for  re-establishing  that  union 
and  confidence  which  appeared  advan- 
tageous to  the  mutual  interests  of  both 
countries,  and  almost  essential  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  independence  of  Europe, 
that  the  communications  I  had  received 
from  his  excellency,  and  the  conduct  of 
this  government  since  the  portefeutlle  of 
foreign  afTairs  had  been  committed  to  his 
hands,  had  so  changed  the  state  of  things, 
that  I  almost  doubted  whether  I  should 
be  justified  in  executing  the  instructions  I 
had  received  ;  but  that  trusting  that  he 
would  do  justice  to  the  persevering  mode- 
ration of  his  majesty,  I  would  state  to  him 
with  frankness  what  was  the  nature  of 
these  instructions.  His  majesty's  decla- 
ration, I  observed,  sufficiently  explained 
to  Europe,  that  the  court  of  London  had 
no  views  of  aggrandizing  or  enriching 
itself  at  the  expence  of  Denmark.  For 
the  secarity  of  the  British  dominions,  his 
majesty  had  been  forced  to  remove  out  of 
the  reach  of  France  the  naval  means  of 
Denmark ;  but  the  object  being  accom- 
plished, the  English  government  were 
ready  to  forego  any  advantage  that  might 
be  derived  to  Great  Britain  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  war ;  and  his  majesty  was 
ready  to  concert  with  Russia  the  means  of 
re-establishing  the  tranquillity  of  the  north 
of  Enrope.  That  object  could  be  obtained 
only  by  the  restoration  of  the  neutrality 
of  Denmark,  and  that  neutrality  could  be 
rendered  real  and  permanent  only  through 
the  means  of  Russia.  The  court  of  Pe- 
tersburgh,  I  said,  were  even  more  interest- 
ed thsok  the  court  of  London  in  the  sue-' 


cess  of  this  negociation.  Count  Roman* 
zow  answered,  **  How  can  Russia  recom- 
mend to  Denmark  to  submit  to  the  affiront 
she  had  received,  and  ta^endure  witfi  pa* 
tiencc  all  her  losses  ?"  I  replied,  *'  If  by 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  Denmark  could  , 
hope  to  recover  her  fleet,  she  might  with 
reason  be  indisposed  to  listen  to  such  ad* 
vice  ;  but  when  it  was  evident  to  every 
person  who  reflected  for  a  moment  on  the 
actual  state  of  things,  that  the  court  of 
Copenhagen,  by  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  could  gain  nothing  but  the  entrance 
of  a  French  army  into  the  body  of  its  ter- 
ritory, I  could  not  but  think  that  a  friendly 
representation  from  a  neutral  power,  of  a 
danger  which  threatened  the  very  exist- 
ence of  Denmark,  might  recall  the  Prince 
Royal  to  a  more  dispassionate  considera- 
tion of  the  real  interests  of  his  country.'* 
Count  Romanzow  repeated  to  me,  tnat 
he  did  not  see  how  the  court  of  Peters- 
burgh  could  interfere,  but  added,  he 
could  give  me  no  positive  answer  to 
what  I  had  represented  to  him,  till  he 
had  made  his  reporVof  my  communication 
'to  his  imperial  majesty. 

No.  X. — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 

the' Right  Honourable  Lord  Granville 

Leveson    Gower    to  Mr.  Secretary 

Canning,  dated    Saint  Petersbui-gh, 

Oct.  29.— Received  Nov.  28th. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy  of 

an  official  note,  which,  in  consequence  of 

the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch 

of  the  27  th  Sept.  I  immediately  addressed 

to  count  Romanzow,  upon  the   question 

of  the  profiered  mediation  of  Russia.    It 

is  now  nearly  ten  days  since  I  sent  it,  and 

have  as  yet  received  no  answer. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  10.) 
Notwithstanding  his  excellency  the  mi'* 
nister  for  foreign  affairs  has  anounced  his 
imperial  majesty's  determination  not  to 
make  any  confidential  communication  of 
the  secret  articles  contained  in  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  Russia  and  France,  a 
determination  which  the  Russian  minis- 
ter has  been  apprised  must  render  fruit- 
less the  ofter  of  mediation'  proposed  by 
the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh;  the  under- 
signed, his  Britannic  majesty's  ambassa- 
dor, cannot  nevertheless  entirely  abandon 
his  solicitations  without  requesting  his  ex- 
cellency count  Romanzow  to  furnish  him 
with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  which  may 
have  produced  this  reserve.  His  excel- 
lency will  see  moreover,  that  discussion 
in  which  the  destiriies  of  so  many  nation<? 
arc  involved,  and  which  have  had' for  their 
p2 
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object  the  re -establishment  of  general 
tranquillity,  cannot  with  propriety  be  ter- 
minated by  «n  avowal  purely  verbal. 
Thep  undersigned  therefore  hastens  to  com- 
municate in  an  ofiicial  shape  to  the  impe- 
rial ministry,  the  wishes  of  his  sovereign, 
and  he  cherishes  the  hope  that  the  Rus- 
sian government,  affreeably  to  the  dei^ire 
uniformly  testified  by  the  ^British  ministry 
to  preserve  thfe.  ancient  relation  of  confi- 
dence between  the  courts  of  London  and 
iSaint  Petersburgh,  will  no  longer  hesitate 
to  furnish  him  with  the  communication  he 
xequires,  accompanied  by  the  specifica- 
tion of  the  principles  of  honour  and  equity 
which  his  imperis^l  majesty  had  reason  to 
be  convinced  the  French  government  was 
(desirous  of  establishing  as  the  basis  of  a 
negociation  of  peace  betvveen  England  and 
France.  (Signed)     G.  ll  Lower. 

Oct.  11,(23)  1807. 
No.  XI. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
the  Honourable  Lord  Granville  Leve- 
son  Gower,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning, dated  Saint  Petersburgh,  Nov. 
4th,  1807.— Received  Dec.  2. 

St.  Pfetersburgh,  Nov.  4,  1807. 
On  Saturday  morning,  the  31st  ultimo, 
BO  notice  haying  been  taken  by  count 
Eomanzow,  either  of  my  note  of  the  23d, 
or  of  my  verbal  overtures  respecting  Den- 
mark, t  requested  of  his  excellency  an 
€arly  conference.  On  Monday  1  wrote  a 
second  note  to  the  Russian  minister,  in 
which  I  expressed  my  regret  at  being 
under  the  necessity  of  reminding  him  that 
1  had  two  days  before  requested  a  confer- 
ence. I  yesterday  afternoon  received  an 
answer,Hn  which  he  informs  me,  that  he  is 
by  order  of  the  emperor  going  to  Gats- 
china/  and  that  he  cannot,  till  his  return  to 
St.  Petersburgh,  mention  the  time  when 
lie  can  receive  me.  This  detail  of  the 
,  d^culties  I  have  experienced  in  obtaining 
an  interview  with  count  ^manzow  wUl,  I 
trust,  acquit  me  in  the  opinion  of  his  ma- 
jesty of  any  dilatoriness  in  the  execution 
of  your  instructions.  I  confess  than  I  tm 
at  a  loss  to  find  any  satisfactory  expla- 
][iati(Xi  of  this  wish  to  avoid  communication 
with  me.  I  have  been  informed  that 
some  members  of  the  council,  who  have 
been  consulted  in  the  .present  very  critical 
atate  of  afiairs,  had  advised  the  emperor 
BOt  to  reject  the  present  opportunity  of 
fe-establishing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
North^  of  Europe ;  that  their  opinion  has 
Been  adopted  ;  and  that  sC  note  has  been 
written  togeaeral  Savary,  with  a  view  of 
«figag[ing"th^  French  gorernmexit  to  con- 


sent to  the  restoration  of  the  neutrality  of 
Denmark.  The  French  general  has  re- 
monstrated violently  against  this  mea- 
sure ;  and  tbe  Russian  cabinet  alarmed  by 
tlie  violence  of  hh  language,  is  undecided 
whkt  answer  to  return  to  the  overture 
received  from  England.  But  the  fear  of 
Bonaparte's  displeasure  will  no  doubt 
prevail. 

No. XII.— Extract  of  aDisjpatch  from  the 
right  honourable  lord  Granville  Leve* 
ston  Gower  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning, 
dated  Saint  Petersburgh,  8th  No* 
vember,  1807. — Receiveid  Dec.  2. 

I  had  the  honour  of  apprizing  you  by 
the  last  messenger,  of  the  difficulty  I  had 
experienced  in  obtaining  a  conference 
with  count  Romanzow.  I  yesterday  W2t>te 
a  letter  to  him,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a 
copy,  and  I  this  morning  received  the  in- 
closed note.  The  contents  of  this  paper 
are  so  extremely  important,  that  I  will  not 
detain  sir  Robert  Wilson,  by  making  any 
observations  upon  the  unfounded  assei-tions 
and  misrepresentations  with  which  it 
abounds.  This  viotent  measure  has  beea 
produced  by  a  peremptory  demand 
(brought  by  thelastmessenger  from  Paris) 
of  the  immediate  execution  of  all  the  se« 
cret  articles  of  Tilsit :  and  the  French 
mission  have  boasted*  that,afUr  some  diffi- 
culties, they  have  gained  a  complete  tri* 
umph,  and  have  carried  not  only  this  act 
of  hostility  against  England,  but  also  every 
other  point  essential  to  the  success  of  Bo- 
naparte's views.  I  intend  asking  for  pass^ 
ports  to-morrow,  and  shall  set  out  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days^  P.  S. — ^I  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  printed  declaration,,  which  has 
been  sent  by  the  Russian  gpvenunent  to 
all  the  foreign  ministerg  residing  at  this 
court. 
•(First  Inclosure,  referred  to  in  No.  12.) 

The  ambassador  of  his  Britanmc  ma- 
jesty has  repeatedly  signified  for  more 
than  a  week  his  desire  to  converse  with 
hi^  excellency  the  count  Romanzow  :  his 
solUcitatiotts  have  been  hitherto  fruitless, 
but  the  ambassador  deems  it  his  duty  to 
renew  once  more  his  application,  pre-^ 
vious  to  announcing  to  his.coiurt  the  ap- 
parent determination  of  his  excellency  to* 
avoid  the  customary  communications*  Oct* 
26,  (Nov.  7),  1807. 
(Second  Inclosure,  referred  to  in  No.  12.) 

llie  enaperor,  who  in  the  course  of 
the  war  which  he  has  just  terminated^ 
had  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  Eng^t 
land  towards  him*  suppressed  his  just  re- 
sentment in  the  coomng;  hope  that  thf 
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peace  he  had  ao  kttely  concluded  would 
jead  to  a  general  p^ace.  He  had  consti- 
tuted himself  mediator^  he  had  subsequent]^ 
offer^  his  mediation  in  acauainting  his 
Britaniiic  majesty  that  his  desire  was  to 
obtain  for  him  a»  hdnoarable  peace. — 
England  rejected  his  offices,  it  seemed 
as  if  her  views  were  hot  to  suffer  the 
flames  of  war  not  to  be  extinguished,  but 
to  kindle  them  anew  in  the  North  by  an 
event  sudden  and  novel.  The  fleets  and 
armies  of  his  Brit^nnip  majesty  came  to 
perpetrate  against  Denmark,  an  act  of 
which  history  furnishes  no  example.  The 
emperovf  who,  to  the  knowledge  of  Eng- 
land was  a  guarantee  of  the  tranquillity 
of  the  Baltic,  whith  is  a  close  sea ;  the 
emperor,  who  had  been  forewarned  of 
nothing,  did  not  .conceal  his  resentment ; 
aad>  ia  a  second  note  delivered  to  lord 
Gower,  informed  England,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  remain  a  quiet  spectator  of 
what  had  befallen  a  king,  his  relation  and 
his  firiend.  The  emperor  confesses,  he  did 
not  foresee,  that,  afker  this  declaration, 
England  would  make  him  the  proposal  of 
unoertaking  to  convince  Denmark,  that  it 
was  her  interest  to  submit  to  what  had 
recently  befallen  her,  and  to  render  Rus- 
sia guarantecj  that  Great  Britain  should 
possess  in  perfect  security  that  which  she 
had  so  lately  wrested  from  Denmark.  The 
Prince  Royal  of  Denmark  had  not  ratified 
the  convention  of  Copenhagen.  As  to 
the  second- proposals  which  were  made  to 
him  he  has  again  represented  to  his  im- 
perial majesty  how  greatly  he  was  irritated 
by  this  new  procedure  of  the  British  mi- 
nistry towards  him.  The  emperor,  pene- 
trated with  the  ccmfidence  which  the 
Prince  Royal  reposed  in  his  friendship, 
having  considered  his  own  wrongs  against 
England;  having  maturely  examined  his 
engi^ements  with  the  powers  of  the  North, 
engagements  entered  mto  by  the  empress 
Catharine  and  his  majesty  the  late  em- 
peror, both  of  glorious  memory,  has  re- 
solved to  fulfil  them.  His  majesty  has 
therefore  ordered  the  undersigned  to  de- 
clare to  his  exoellencyi  lord  G,  L.  Gower, 
his  Britannic  majesty's  ambassador,  that 
his  imperial  majesty  breaks  off  all  Com- 
munication with  England.  His  imperial 
majesty  recalls  the  whole  of  his  mission 
in  that  country,  and  will  not  allowthat  of 
his  Britannic  majesty  to  remain  at  his 
court.  There  shall  nenceforward  be  no 
relaticms  between  the  two  countries.  The 
emperor  declares  that  he  annuls  for  ever 
every  act  heretofore  concluded  between 


Great  Britain  afid  Russia,  and  especially 
the  convention  of  5-17  June  1801.  He 
proclaims  anevr  the  principles  of  the 
Armed  Neutrality,  that  monument  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  empress  Catharine,  and 
pre-engages  neteir  to  'depart  from  that 
system.  He  demands  from  En^ltitnd  com- 
piete  satisfaction  for  hid  subjects  on  all 
their  just  claims  for  ships  and  merchandise 
seized  pr^  detained  against  the  express 
tenor  of  the  treaties  concluded  during  hia 
own  reign.  The  emperor  declares,  that 
no  arrangements  shall  take  place  between 
Russia  and  England  until  the  latter  shall 
hate  given  satisfaction  to  Denmark.  The 
emperor  expe^«  that  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, instead  of  permitting  his  ministers, 
as  has  lately  been  the  casoj  to  scatter 
anew  the  seeds  of  war,  listening.  Only  to 
the  dtct^esof  his  own  feelings>  would  lend 
his  assistance  to  the  concision  of  a  peace 
with  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
winch  would  extend  the  incalculable  bless-* 
i^figs  of  peace  ovet  the  whole  world.  When 
the  emperor  shall  be  satTisfied  upon  all 
the  preceding  points,  and  espeedally  as  to 
ihe  peace  between  France  and  England, 
without  which  no  part  of  Europe  can  pro- 
mise itself  real  tranfjuillityj  his  imperial 
majesty  will  then  readilv  tenew  with  Great 
Britain  the  relations  of  friendship,  which 
considering  the  dissatisfaction  which  the 
emperor  so  justly  feels^  he  has,  perhaps, 
already  preserved  tcio  long.  The  under- 
signed, having  thus  fulfilled  the  orders  of 
the  emperor  his  master,  reque^  his  excel- 
lency the  ambassador  to  lay  t^ie  contents 
of  this  note,  without  delay,  before  the  king 
his  sovereign.  (Signed)  The  Count  Ni- 
colas RoMANZQw.  St.  Peter^burgh,  27th 
Oct.  (9th  Nov.)  1807. 

DECLAIUTION  OF  THE  EMPEROB  OP  RUSSIA. 

The  great  value  the  Emperor  attached 
to  the  nrienddiiip  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  greater  was  his  regret  at  perceiving 
that  that  moharch  altogether  separated 
himself  from  him.  Twice  has  the  emperor 
taken  up  arms,  in  which  his  cause  was 
most  directly  that  Of  England ;  and  he 
solicited  in  vain  firom  England  a  co-opera*- 
tion  which  her  interest  required.  He  did 
not  demand  that  her  troops  should  be 
united  with  his;  he  desired  only  that 
th^  should  ef&ct  a  diversion.  He  wa^ 
astonished  that  in  her  cause  she  did  not 
act  in  union  with  him ;  but  coolly  con- 
templating a  bloody  spectacle,  in  a  war 
which  had  been  kindled  at  her  will,  she 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


219] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  1,  1808 — Tapers-relating  to  Ibmid. 


[1^' 


sent  troops  to  attack  Buenos  Ayres.  One 
part  of  her  armies^  which  appeared  destin- 
ed to  make  a  diversion  in  Italy,  quitted  at 
length  Sicily  where  it  was  assembled. 
There  was  reason  to  believe  that  this  was 
done  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  coasts  of 
Naples,  when  it  was  understood  that  it  was 
occupied  in  attempting  to  seize-  and  ap- 
propriate to  itself  Egypt.*— -But  what  sen- 
sibly touched  the  heart  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty was,  to  perceive  that  England,  con- 
trary to  her  good  faith  and  the  express 
and  precise  t^rms  of  treaties^  troubled  at 
sea  the  commerce  of  his  subjects.  And 
;at  what  an  epoch !  When  the  blood  of 
the  Russians  was  shedding  in  the  most  glo- 
rious warfares;  which  drew  down,  and 
fixed  against  the  armies  of  his  imperial 
majesty,  all  the  military  force  of  his  majes- 
ty the  emperor  of  the  French,  with  whom 
England  was,  and  is  now  at  war.  When 
the  two  emperors  made  peace,  his  majesty, 
in  spite  of  his  just  resentments  against 
England^  did  not  refrain  from  rendering 
her  service.  His  nuyesty  stipulated,  even 
in  the  very  treaty,  that  he  would  become 
mediator  between  her  and  France;  and 
finally  he  offered  his  mediation  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain.  His  majesty  announced  to 
the  king,  that  it  was  xwith  a  view  to  obtain 
for  him  honourable  conditions.  But  the 
British  ministry,  apparently  faithful  to 
that  plan  w'hich  was  to  loosen  and  break 
the  bonds  which  had  connected  Russia 
and  England,  rejeicted  the  mediation.  The 
peace  between  Russia  and  France  was  to 
prepare  a  general  peace.  Then  it  was 
that  England  suddenly  quitted  that  ap- 
parent lethargy  to  which  she  had  aban- 
doned herself;  but  it  was  to  cast  upon  the 
,JIorth  of  Europe  new  firebrands,  which 
were  to  enkindle  and  nourish  the  flames 
of  war,  which  she  did  not  wish  to  see  ex- 
tinguished. Her  fleets  and  her  troops 
appeared  upon  the  coasts  of  Denmark,  to 
execute  there  an  act  of  violence  of  which 
history,  so  fertile  in  examples,  does  not 
furnish  a  single  parallel.  A  tianqwl  and 
moderate  power,  which  by  long  and  un- 
changing wisdom  had  obtained  in  the 
circle  of  monarchies  a  moral  dignity,  sees 
itself  assaulted  and  treated  as  if  it  had 
been  forging  plots,and  meditating  the  rnin 
of  England  ;  and  all  to  justify  its  prompt 
and  total'  spoliation.  The  emperor, 
wounded  in  his  dignity,  in  the  interests  of 
his  people,  in*  his  engagements  with  the 
courts  of  the  North,  by  this  act  of  violence 
committed  in  the  Baltic,  which  is  an  en- 
closed ^ea^whose  tranquillity  had  beeiifcr 


a  long  period,  and  with  the  privity  of  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's,  the  subject  of  re«- 
ciprocal  guarantee,  did  not  dissemble  hrs 
resentment  against  England,  and  announc- 
ed to  her  that  he  could  not  remain  insen- 
sible to  it.  His  majesty  did  not  foresee 
that  when  England,  havmg  employed  her 
force  successfully,  was  about  to  bear  away 
her  prey,  she  would  commit  anew  outrage 
against  Denmark,  and  that  his  majesty 
was  to  share  in  it.  New  proposals  were 
made,  each  more  insidious  than  the  fore- 
going, which  were  to  connect  with  the 
British  power,  Denmark  subjected,  dis- 
graced, and  affecting  to  applaud  what  had 
been  wrought  against  her.  The  emperor 
still  less  foresaw  that  it  would  be  propo;sed 
to  him  that  he  should  guarantee  this  sub- 
mission, and  that  he  should  pledge  him- 
self that  this  act  of  violence  should  have  no 
impleasant  consequences  to  England.  Her 
ambassador  believed  that  it  was  possible 
to  propose  to  his  majesty's  ministry,  that 
his  majesty  should  become  the  apologist 
and  the  protector  of  what  he  had  so  loudly 
blamed.  To  this  proceeding  of  the  cabi- 
net of  St.  James's,  the  emfperor  paid  no 
otherattention^an  it  deserved.  He  thought 
it  time  to  put  limits  to  his  moderation. 
The  prince  royal  of  Denmark,  endowed 
with  a  character  fiill  of  energy  and  noble* 
ness,  and  possessing  from  providence  a 
dignity  equal  to  his  high  rank,  had  in- 
formed the  emperor,  that  justly  incenseci 
at  what  had  taken  place .  at  Copenhagen, 
he  had  not  ratified  the  convention,  and 
considered  it  as  of  no  effect.  At  this  mo- 
ment he  has  just  communicsited  to  his  im- 
perial majesty  new  proposals  which  have 
oeenmade  to  him,  which  serve  only  to  in* 
flame  his  resistance  instead  of  appeasing  it ; 
because  they  tend  to  impress  upon  his  ac* 
tions  the  seal  of  degradation,  the  impres- 
sion of  which  they  hare  never  borne.  The 
emperor,  touched  with  the  confidence 
which  the  prince  royal  placed  in  him, 
and  having  considered  his  own  peci^liar 
complaints  aipinst  England ;  having  ma- 
turely exammed,  too,  the  engagements 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  pcWers 
of  the  North — engagements  formed  by  the 
empress  Catharine,  and  by  his  late  ma- 
jesty the  emperor,  both  of  glorious  me- 
mory— has  resolved  to  fulfil  them.  His' 
imperial  majesty,  therefore,  breaks  off  all 
communication  with  England ;  he  recals 
the  whole  of  the  mission  which  he  has 
sent  thither ;  and  no  longer  chuses  to  keep 
with  liim  that  of  his  Britannic  majesty. 
There  shall  from  henceforth  be  no  con* 
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nection  between  the  .two  countries.  The 
emperor  declares,  that  he  annals,  and  for 
ever,  every  preceding  convention  between 
England  and  Russia,- and  particularly  that 
entered  into  in  1801,  the  5th  (17th)  of  the 
month  of  June.  He  proclaims  anew  the 
principles  of  the  armed  neutratity,  that  mo- 
nument of  the  wisdom  of  the  empress  Ca- 
tharine, and  engages  never  to  recede  from 
that  system.  He  demands  of  England 
complete  satisfaction  to  all  his  subjects, 
for  their  just  reclamations  of  vessels  and 
merchandia^e,  detained  against  the  express 
tenor  of  treaties  concluded  in  his  own 
reiga  The  emperor  engages,  there  shall 
be  no  re-establishment  of  concord  between 
Russia  and  England,  till  satisfaction  shall 
have  been  given  to  Denmark.  The  em- 
peror expects  that  his  Britannic  majesty, 
instead  of  suifering  his  ministers,  as  he 
does,  to  scatter  the  speds  of  fresh  war,  lis- 
tening only  to  his  own  feelings,  will  he 
dbposed  to  conclude  such  treaty,  with  his 
majesty  the  emperor  of  France,  as  shall 
prolong  (to  use  the  expression)  intermi- 
nably {k  toute  la  terme),  the  invaluable 
blessings  of  peace. — ^When  the  emperor 
shall  be  satisfied,  upon  all  the  preceding 
points,  and  especially  upon  that  of  peace 
between  France  and  England,  without 
which.no  part  of  Europe  can  promise  it- 
self real  tranquillity,  his  imperial  majesty 
wilithen  gladly  resume  with  Great.Britain 
those  relations  of  amity,  which,  under  the 
just  disccmtent  which  he  could  not  but 
feel,  he  has,  perhaps,  preserved  too  long. — 
Given  at  St.  Petersburgh  20th  (31st)  t)c* 
tober. 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  TliE  EXPE- 
DITION TO  COPENHAGEN. 

I. — Proclamation. — ^Bv  the  Comman- 
ders in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces 
by  Sea  and  by  Land. 

Whereas  tba  present  treaties  of  peace, 
and  the  changes  of  government,  and  of 
territory  acceded  to,  and  by  so  many 
powers,  have  so  far  increased  the  influ- 
ence of  France  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for]>BDmark, 
though .  it  desires  to  be  neutral,  to  pre- 
serve its  neutrality;  and  absoltttely  ne- 
cessary for  those  who  continue  to  resist 
the  French  aggression,  to  take  measures 
to  prevent  the  arms  of  a  neutral  power 
from  beine  turned  against  them. — In  this 
view,  the  king  cannot  regard  the  present 
position  of  Denniark  with  indiifeience ; 
<^  his  miyesty  has  sent  negotiator^  with 
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ample  powers,  to  his  Danish  majesty,  to 
request,  in  the  most  amicable  manner, 
such  explanations  as  the  times  require, ' 
and  a  concurrence  in  such  measures,  as 
can  alone  give,  security  against  the  fur- 
ther mischiefs  which  the  French  meditate 
through  the  acquisition  of  the  Danish 
navy.-^The  king,  our  royal  and  most  gra- ' 
cious  master,  has  therefore  judged  it  ex- 
pedient to  desire  the  temporary  deposit  of 
the  Danish  ships  of  the  line  in  one  of  his 
majesty's  ports.-— This  deposit  seems  to  be 
so  just,  and  so  indispensabty  necessary,  un- 
der the  relative  circumstances  of  the  neu- 
tral and  '  belligerent  powers,  that  his  ma- 
jesty has  further  deeqied  it  a  duty  to  him-  * 
self;  and  to  his  people,  to  support  bis  de- 
mand, by  a  powerful  fleet,  and  by  an  army 
amply  supplied  with  every  preparation  ' 
i^ecessary  for  the  most  active  and  deter-  • 
mined  enterprise. — We  coine  therefore  to 
your  shores,  inhabitants  of  Zealand!  not 
as  enemies,  but  in  self-defedce,  to  prevent  ^ 
tht>se  who  have  so  long  disturbed  the  peace 
of  Europe,  from  compelling  the  force  of 
your  navy  to  be  turned  against  us. — We 
ask  deposit ;  <we  have  not  looked  to  cap- 
ture ;  so  far  from  it,  the  most  solemn 
pledge  has  been  offered  to  your  govern- 
ment/and it  is  hereby  renewed,  in  the 
name  and  at  the  esqpress  command  of  the 
king  our  master,  that  if  our  demand  is  ami- 
cably acceded  to,  every  ship  belonging  to 
Denmark  shall,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  ge- 
neral peace;  be  restored  to  •  her,  in  the 
same  condition  and  state  of  equipment,  as 
when  received  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag. — ^It  is  in  the  power  of  your  • 
government,  by  a  word,  to  sheath  our 
swords,  most  reluctantly  drawn  against 
you;  but  if,  on  the  dther  hand;  the  ma-  ' 
chinations  of  France  render  you  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  reason,  and  to  the  call  of 
friendship,  the  innocent  blood  that  will  be 
spilt,  and  the  horrors  of  a  beueged  and 
bombarded  capital,  must  fall  on  your  own 
heads,  and  on  those  of  your  cruel  advisers. 
— ^His  majesl^'s  seamen  and  soldiers,  when 
on  shore,  will  treat  Zealand,  as  long  as 
your  conduct  to  them  permits  it,  on  the 
footing  of  a  province  of  the  most  friendly 
power  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain, 
whose  territory  has  the  misfortune  to  be 
the  theatre  of  war. — ^The  persons  of  all 
those  who  remain  at  home,  and  who  do 
not  take  an  hostile  part,  will  be  held  sa- 
cred.—Property  will  be  respected  and 
preserved,  and  the  ittosttevere  discipline 
will  be  enfoTced.*»Every  article  of  sup-  . 
ply  furnished  at  brougMto  marioet  wiU, 
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be  p^id  for  at  a  iiur  and  settled  price ;  but 
ag  immediate  and  constant  suppliesji  espe- 
tially  of  proYisioQ^  fpra^e»  fuel,  and  trans- 
port, are  necessary  to  all  armies,  it  is  well 
knQwn  that  requisitions  are  unaToidable, 
and  muat  be  enforced. — ^Muck  conveni-- 
ence  must  arise  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
much  qcmfosion  and  loto  to  them  will  be 
preyented,  if  persona  in  authority  are  found 
m  the  several  diafericts,  to  whom  requisi- 
tions maybe  addressed,  and  through  whcun 
claims  for  payment  may  be  settled  and 
liquidatedo^4f  such  persons  are  appointed, 
and  discharge  their  duty  without  meddling 
in  matters  which  do  not  concern  them, 
they  shi^r  be  respected,  acnd  i^l  requisi- 
tions shall  be  addressed  to-  them  through 
the  proper  chaianeb  and  departments  of 
tbe  navy  and  army ;  but  a$  forbearance 
on  the  pait  of  the  inhahitai^  is  essential 
to  the  pdnciple  of  these  arrangements,  it 

.  is  necessary  Chat  all  manner  of  civil  per* 
sons  should  reinain  at  their  respective  ha- 
bitations ;  and  any  peasants  or  other  pei^ 

'  sons  foxxad  m  arms  singly  or  in  small 
troops,  or  wha  may  be  guilty  of  any  act 
of  violence,  must,  expect  to  be  treated 
V«lh  r»gour.^T«The  ^ovemm^it  of  his  Da* 
niak  miy|esiy  hiving  hitherto  refused  to 
treat  thi»  mattei  in  an  amicable  way, 
part  ai  the  army  haa  been  disembarked, 
and  the  whole  force  has  assumed  a  war- 
like attitude  *y  Imt  it  is,  as  yet,  not  too  late 
for  the  voice  of  reason  and  i^oderation  to 
be  heard..  Given,  in  theBoeund,  under  our 
hands  and  seals,  this  Iditk  day  of  Aug. 
1SQ7.     (^ned)  James  Gambier.    Cath- 

CAaT. 

IL^*-in  Adm.  Gambier'si  Aug.  20,  taOT. 

Hostilities  kavijng  commenced  on  the 
part  o^the  En^Hsl^l  heceby  declare,  in 
virtue  of  the  highest  authority,  that  all 
English  property  be  laid  under  sequestra- 
tion ;  indiich  eacB  and  every  one  is  accord- 
ingly enjpioed,  to  report  the  English  pro- 
perty of  what  kind  or  nature  soever  to  the 
police,  who  will  make  the'  farther  neces- 
sary arrangements :  any  one  who  poneeak 
or  does  not  fulfil  this.  OkI»,  will  be  cen^ 
8ideBedas,atraitortotbe  country;  (l^igned) 
^PsYMAN.  Ospenha^en,  Aug.  Id,  1807. 
'   iH^Ta  his  Excettency  General  9tey- 
man,  ComaiaAd^  ia  Chief  o£  tte  l4- 
liish  .luid^  Forces.      Dated,  Bntish 
Head  Quarters  before  Copenhagien, 
Sept.  1,  IBO*.. 
% ;  WiB,  the  c(»nmanders'  i^  ckie£  of 
his  maje^'»  sea  an^  land  forces  now  be« 
fore  Cojpcmiagai,  ^ge- i4f  expedient,  at^ 
thJf^  tfaxiM»  BuinaoQ  y m  to^surrender  th^ 
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place,  for  the  purpose.ofavoiding  the  ftMi>-> 
ther  e&sicm  of  blood,  by  giving  up  a  de- 
fence, which  it  is  evident  cannot  long  be 
continued. — ^The  kii^,  our  giacious  mas- 
ter, used  every  endeavour  to  settle  the 
matter  now  in  dispute,  in  the  most  ccm- 
ciHating  manner,  through  his  diplomatic 
servants.*-TTe  convince  his  Danish  ma- 
jesty and  all  the  world,  of  the  reluctance 
with  ^hich  his  majesty  finds  himself  com- 
pelled to  have  recourse  to  arms,  we,  thp 
utiderngned,  at  this  moment,  when  our 
troops  are  before  jonr  gates,  and  out  batv 
teries  ready  to  open,  do  renew  to  you  the 
offer  of  the  same  adyantageous  and  con- 
ciliating   termd,    whiek    were    proposed 
tkipugh  his  majesty's  ministers  to  your 
court.-^If  you  will  consent  to  deliver  up 
the  Danish  fleet,  and  to  our  carrying  it 
away,  it  shall  be  held  in  deposit  for  his 
Damsk  majesty,  ^  and  shall   be  restored, 
with  all  its  equipments,  in  as  good  state  a» 
it  is  received!,  as  soon  as  the  provisions  of 
a  general  peace  shall  remove  the  neces- 
sity whidi  has  occasioned  this  demand.-^ 
The  propeirty,  of  all  sorts.  Which  has  been 
captuiea  since  the  commencement  of^hos- 
tibties,  will  be  restored  to  its  owners ;  and 
the  union  between  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  Denmark, 
may  be  renewed.-— But,  if  this  ofier  is  re- 
jected now,  it  cannot  be  repeated.     The 
caf)tured  property,  public    and  private, 
must  then  belong  to  the  captcnrs  ;  and  the 
city,  when  taken,  must  share  the  fate  of 
conquered  places. — ^We  must  request  an 
early  decision ;   because,  in  the  present 
advanced  position  of  ^he  troops,  so  nes^r 
your  glacis,  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous 
attack  is  indispensablis,  and  delay  wouhi 
be  im.proper.     We  tberofore .  expect  to 
receive   your  decision  by   this  evening. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.    (Signed) 
James  Gamsier,  a^dtniral  of  the  blue,  and" 
com.  in  chief  of  hi»  majest3r'^  ships  and 
vessehkCATHCAmT,  lieut., general,  &c. 
.IV^--To.,his  Excellency  Adm.  Jame% 
Gambier,  Lord  Cathcart,  Gomrs.  in 
Chki  of  the  British  Sea  and  Laad 
Forces;    Dated  Copeidiagen,  Sept.  l, 

lfykrd$  Our  fleet,  o«ir  ofwn  incKspu- 
tabk  property,  we  ai^  oonvincedi  is  as 
^a€sr  in  kife  Danidi  majesty^s  hands  as  ever 
it  can  be  in  Ulese  of  the  king  of  Ekigland, 
as  our  master  never  intended  hostilities 
againtft-yours. — ^If  you>  are  cmel  enough 
to-endeavour  t<o  destroy  dr  Gity>  that  has 
pot  ^iten  any  the  least  cause  to  such  a 
tmatmentat  ypur'haacte,  it. mU0t  submit- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Mi) 


PABL  DEBATES,  Feb,  I, 


to  its  fote  ;  but  honour  and  duty  bid  us 
reject  a  proposal  unbecoming  an  inde- 
pendent power ;  and  we  are  resolved  to 
repel  every  attack,  and  defend  to  the  ut- 
m6st  the  city,  and  6ur  good  cause ;  for 
which  we  are  r^ady  to  lay  down  our  lives. 
—The  only  proposal  in  my  power  to  make. 
In  order  to  prevent  further  effusion  of 
blood,  is,  to  send  to  my  royal  master,  for 
learning  his  final  resolution  with  respect 
to  the  contents  of  your  letter,  if  you  will 
grant  a  passport  for  this  purpose. — ^I  am, 
Itc.  PeimanW. 

V.-^To  his  Excellency  General  Peimann, 
&c.  Dated  Head  Quarters  before 
Copenhagen,  Sep.  2,  1 807. 

Sir  J  It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  ac- 
quaint you,  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
ftuspend  our  combined  operations,  during 
the  time  necessary  fo^  coosulting  your 
government :  we  having  done  the  utmost 
within  the  limits  of  our  authority,  in  of- 
fering to  you  at  this  moment  terms  as  ad- 
vantageous as  those  which  were  proposed 
to  prevent  a  rupture. — ^We  shall  deeply 
lament  the  destruction  of  the  city,  if  it  is 
injured  ;  but  we  have  the  satisfaction  to 
reflect  that  in  having  renewed  to  you,  for 
the  last  time,  the  oflter  of  the  most  advan- 
tageous and  conciliating  terms,  we  have 
done  our  utmost  to  save  the  effusion  of 
blood,  and  prevent  the  horrors  of  war. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  James 
Gambier,  admirali  .  &c.  Cathcart,  h, 
gen.  &c. 

A. — To  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of 
the  British  Sea  and  Land  Forces. 
D^ted  Copen<kagen,  Sept.  5,  1807. 

My  lords;  For*  preventing  further  ef- 
fitsion  of  blood,  and  not  exposing  the 
city  to  the  sad  consequences  of  a  longer 
bombardment,  I  propose  an  Armistice  of 
four-aod-twenty  hours ;  in  order  to  come 
to  an  Agreement  that  may  lead  to  the 
tcttKng  of  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  a 
Capituiationi  It  is  with  the  highest  per- 
•onal   consideration,   I  have,   &c.    Pei- 

MA!i!«. 

To  his  Excellency. Major  Gen.  Peinrann. 
IXi«ed  Head  Quarters  before  Copen- 
hagen, Sept.  5,  1807. 
_^8tt;  The  same  necessity  wluch  has  ob- 
ngtd  us  to  have  recourse  to  arms  in  the 
present  occasion,  compels  me  to  decline 
any  overtnrc  which  might  be  productive 
•f  deilay  only.  Bat  to  prove  to  you 'my 
•rdent  desire  to  put  an  end  to  scenes, 
irhich  I  behold  with  the  greatest  grief,  I 
•end  an  officer,  who  is  aumorized  to  re- 
ceive any  Propoial  you  may  bQ  iaclkied 
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to  make,  relative  to  the  Articles  of  Capi- 
tulation, and  upon  which  it  may  be  pos- 
sible fbr  me  to  agree  to  any,  even  the 
shortest  Armistice.     I  have,  &c.  Cath* 
CART,  lieut.  general. 
B. — ^To  Lord  Cathcart,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  British  Forces.    Dated 
Copcnhaajen,  Sept.  5, 1807. 
My  lord ;  The  Proposal  has  been  made 
without  any  the  least  dilatory  intention  J 
but  the  night  being  too  far  advanced  for 
deliberating  upon  a  matter  of  such  very 
high  importancci  with  the  respective  de- 
partments, a  measurte  necessary  on  ac- 
count of  his*  majesty's  absence,  and  that 
of  the  Prince;  and  my  state  of  health  not 
permitting  me  to  proceed  as  expeditiously 
as  I  wish,  I  engage  to  send  to-morroW  be- 
fore 12  o'clock,  the  Articles  relative  to  the 
Capitulation  :  and  have  in  the  mean  time 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Peimann. 
To  hi*  Excellency  Maj.  General  Pei-* 
mann,  &c.  Dated  Head  Quarters  be- 
fore Copenhagen,  Sept.  6, 1 807. 
Sir ;  having  communicated  to  admiral 
Gambler  your  letter  received  this  morn- 
ing, together  with  thoSe  of  last  night,  I 
have  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  will  con- 
sent to  treating  with  you  for  the  Capitu- 
lation of  Copenhagen ,  on  the  basis  of 
your  delivering  up  the  Danish  Fleet.  But 
as  you  have  not  forwarded  Articles  of  Ca- 
pitulation, officers  of  rank  in  the  sea  and 
land  service  of  his  majesty  shall  be  sent 
forthwith,  to  prepare  Articles  with  you  or 
with  the  officers  you  may  appoint,  and 
which  may,  if  possible,  unite  the  objecta 
you  have  in  view,  in  regard  to  the  occu- 
pation of  Copenhagen,  with  the  perfoim- 
ance  of  the  service  mf  rusted  to  us.     I  have 
&c.  CATHCAftT,  lieut.  gen. 
C. — ^To  Lord  Cathcart,  Cotamandcr  in 
Chief  of  the  British  Trodps.    Dated 
Copenhagen,  Sept.  6, 1807. 
My  lord ;  I  accept  of  yoiir  Proposal, 
with  respect  to  the  delivering  up  of  his 
majesty's  Fleet,  as  the  ftmdamental  basis 
of  negotiations;    but  with  this  proviso, 
that  no  other  English  troops  enter  the  city, 
than  ihose  commissaries,  oflfk^rs,  and  mi- 
litary men,  who  shall  be  stipulated  and 
agi'eed  on,  in  the  course  of  the  satdnego^ 
tiations.     I  have  &c.  Peiman?!. 

D. — ^To  Lord  Cathcart,  Commander  in 

Chief  of  the  British  Troops.     Dated 

Copcithageh,  Sept.  6,  1807. 

My  lord  5  As  soon  as  you  shaJl   be 

pleased  to  appoint  a  neutVal  place  out  of 

the  town  where  to  meet  on  both  sides,  for 

regulating  thi?  Articlw  of  Caphttlatioi^ 

a  • 
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officers  provided  with  full  powfjrs  for  ne- 
gociating,  shall  be  sent ;  and  in'  th©  in- 
terim, the  Armistice  is  considered  as  sub- 
sisting, till  contrary  orders  shall  be  given. 
IJiave,  &c.Peimann. 

To  his  Excellency  Major  General  Pei- 
mann.     Dated  Head  Quarters  before 
Copenhagen,  Sept.  6,  1807. 
'   Sir ;  llie  officers  appointed  to  treat  with 
you,  are  major  general  the  right  hon.  sir  A. 
Wellesley,  k.'b.  sir  Home  Popham,  captain 
of  the  fleet,  and  lieut.  col.  Murray,  deputy 
quarter   master    general  of    the    army. 
These  officers  are  waiting  at  the  barrier, 
and  will  meet  the  officers  named  by  you, 
at  any  place  you  may  appoint  for*  imme- 
diate discussion,  between  our  advanced 
posts  and  your  lines.     Orders  were  given 
to  desist  from  the  bombardment,  and  to 
eisaae  firing,  the  moment  your  first  letter 
was  received  ;  but  there  has  been.no  Ar^ 
xnistice  concluded  ;  a  proof  of  which  is, 
that  a  house  in  the  suburbs  has  been  set  on 
fire  within  these  few  minutes,  by  your 
people,  close  to  our  centinels. .  As  we  have 
already  stated,  more  than  once,  we  can  ad- 
mit of  no  delay  in  this  business,  and  there- 
fore it  will  immediately  appear  whether 
the  Articles  proposed,  are  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  warrant  an  Armistice.     I  have  the 
honour  to  be,&c.  Cat^cart,  lieut.  general. 
Capitulation. — Articles  df  capitulation 
for  the  town  and  citadel  of  Copenha- 
gen;   agreed  upon   between  major 
general  the  right  hon.  sjr  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley, k.b.  sir  Home  Popham,  knight 
of  Malta}  and  captain  of  the  fleet ; 
and  lieut,  col.  George  Murray,  depu- 
/   ty  quartef-master  general  of  the  Bri- 
tish Forces  ;  being  thereto  duly  au- 
thorized by  James  Gambier,  esq.  ad- 
^     .  miral  of  the  blue,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  shfps 
and  vessels  in  the  Baltic;  and   by 
lieut.  general  the    right  hon.    lord 
Cathcart,  knight  of  the  thistle,  com- 
t        mander  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's Forces  in   Zealand,  and  the 
north  of  the  continent  of  Euroj^e,  on 
the  one  part :  And  by  major  general 
Waltasdorff,  knight  of  the  oixler  of 
^Danebroze,  chamberlain  to  the  king, 
and  col.  of  the  North  Zealand   regi- 
*  , ..  ment  of  infantry  ;  rear  admiral  Liet- 
.  ken,  and  J.H.  Kirkhofti  aid-de-camp - 
.  to  his  Danish  majesty ;  being  duly 
^ ',     'authorised  by  his  excellency  major  ; 
general  Peimann,  knight  of  the  order 
:iif   Danebrozc,    and  comihander  in 
; ,  chief  of  his  Danish  majesty's  Forces  in 


the.  island  of  Zealand,  on  'the  other 

part. 
Article  I.  When  this  Capitulation  shall 
be  signed  and  ratified,  the  troops  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  are  to  be  put  in  posses- 
sion of  the  citadel. — ^11.  A  guard  of  his 
Britannic  majesty's  troops  shall  likewise 
be  placed  in  the  Dock  Yard.— III.  The 
Ships  and  Vessels  of  war  of  every  descrip- 
tion, with  all  the  Naval  Stores  belonging 
to  his  Danish  majesty,  shall  be  delivered 
into  the  fcharge  of  such  persons  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  commanders  in  chief  of 
his  Britannic  majesty's  forces,  and  they 
are  to  be  put  in  immediate  possession  of 
the  Dock  Yards,  and  all  the  buildings  and 
storehouses  belonging  thereto. — ^IV.  The 
Store  Ships  and  Transports  in  the  service  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  are-  to  \>e  allowed  if 
necessary  to  come  into  the  harbour,  for  • 
the  purpose  of  embarking  such  stores  and 
troops  as  they  have  brought  in  to  this  is- 
land.—V.  As  soon  as  the  ships  have  been 
removed  froiji  the  Dock  Yards,  or  within . 
six  weeks  from  the  date  of  this  Capitula- 
tion, or  sooner  if  possible,  the  troops  of  hit 
Britannic  majesty  shall  d^iverup  the  ci- 
tadel to  the  troops  of  his  Danish  majesty, 
in  the  state  in  which  it  will  be  found  when 
they  shalloccupy^it ;  his' Britannic  majes- 
ty's troops shal [likewise within  the  before- 
mentioned  time^  or  sooner  if  possible,  bf 
•einbarked  from  the  island  of  Zealand. — 
VI.  From  the  date  of  this  Capitulation;  hos- 
tilities shall  cease  throughout  the  island  of 
Zealand. — VII.No  person  whatsoever  shall 
be  molested,  and'  all  property  public  or 
private,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ships 
and  Vessels  of  War,  and  the  Naval  Stores 
before-mentioned  belonging  to  his  Danish 
majesty,  shall  be  respected  ;  and  all  civil 
and  military  officers  in  the  service  of  his 
Danish  majesty,  shall  continue  in  the  full 
exercise  of  their  authority  throughout  the 
island  of  Zealand  c  and  every  thing  shall 
be  4one  which  can  tend  to  produce  union 
and  harmony  between  the  two  nations. — 
VIII.  All  Prisoners  taken  on  both  sides, 
shall  be  unconditionally  restored  ;  and 
those  officers  who  are.  prisoners  on  parole, 
shall  be  released  from  Its .  effects. — IX. 
Any  English  Property  that  may-  have 
been  sequestered  in  consequ(Bi>ce  pf  tlh 
existing  nosttli ties,  shall  be  restored. to  the 
owners.  This  Capitulation  shall  be  rati- 
fied by  the  respective  commanders  in  chiefs 
and'  tne  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged 
before  1 2  o'clock  at  noon  thb  day.  I^ne, 
at  Copenhagen,  this  7th  day  of  Sept.  1807.. 
.  (Signed)  AnTHUa  WfiLL£$L£T#  HoMS  Por^ 
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HAM,  Geobge  Murray. — (Sign6)    Ernst 
Frederick  Waltasdorff,  O.  Ltetke.v,  ), 
H.  KirchhoUff,  Ratified  by  me  Peimann. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners 6f  tlie  Admiralty  to  the 
Viscount  Castlereagh.     Dated  Ad- 
miraltv  Office,  30th  January,  1 808. 
My  lord;  Haring  in  compliance  with 
the   desire    expressed  in   your  lordships 
letter  of  the  28th  instant,  called  upon  ad- 
miral lord  Gambier,  to  repbrt  in  writing 
the   information  which   his  lordship  had 
given  verbally  to  hisimajest/s  ministers, 
with  Inspect  to  the  state  of  preparation 
and  equipment  in  w;hich  the  Danish  Navy 
was  found  on  thesurrend^i*  of  Copenhagen; 
we  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  the 
Report  we  have  revceived  from  the  admiral 
on  the  subject.  And  we  are  &c.R.  BicKfeR- 

TON,  W.  J.  f  loPE,  JaS.  BuLLER. 

.  To  the  Hon.  W.W.  Pole,&c.  dated  Ad- 
miralty Office,  28th  Jan.  1808. 
Sir  ^  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day*s 
date,  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  that  upon 
taking  possession  of  the  Arsenal  at  Copen- 
hagen, the  Fleet  was  found  in  such  a  state, 
that  it  could  be  equipped  and  sent  to  sea  in 
a  very  sjiort  time  ;  most  of  the  ships  were 
in  condition  for  service,  their  lower  tnasts 
were  in,  the  top-masts,  yards,  rigging, 
sails,  guns,  and  stores  of  every  description, 
were  so  arranged  in  the  arsenal,  and  in 
compartments  in  the  store- houses,  that 
they  could  be  put  onboard  on  the  shortest 
notice ;  there  was  no  one  article  wanting 
which  was  necessary  for  their  equipment, 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  Fleet  could  have 
been  completely  ready  for  sea  in  three 
weeks,  or  a  month  at  most,  as  ii\  a  shorter 
space  of  time  16  sail  of  Ihe  line,  14-  frigates 
of  different  (Classes,  8  sloops,  and  2  smaller 
vessels,  were  fitted  ready  to  be  navigated 
to  £ngland,  by  tiie  seamen  of  the  Fleet 
under  nSy  comm^d,  with  the  assistance  of 
some  troops.  There  cannot  be  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  good  condition  of  the  Danish 
ships,  than  their  having  been  brought  to 
England,  through  much  tempestuous  wea- 
ther, without  sifiering  in  their  hulks  in  the 
least  degree.     I  am  &c.  Gambier, 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Februajy  2. 
[Vote  op  Thanks — Expedition  to  Co- 
fenhagem;]  The  Speaker  acquainted  the 
house,  that  he  had  received  from  lieut. 
general  the  right  hon.  lord  viscount  Cath- 
cart,  the  following  Letter,  in  return  to  the 
Thanks  of  this  house^  signified  to  him,  in 


obedience  to  their  commands  of  Thursday 
last :  viz.  . ' 

"  Gloucester  Place,  Jan.  30,  1808. 
"Sir;  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  your  letter  of  the  2i>th  inst. 
transmitting  authenticated  copies  of  the* 
Resolutions  of  the  28th  inst.  by  which  the 
house  of  commons  have  been  pleased  to 
vote  their  Thanks  to  the  commandei)  of 
the  forces,  to  the  general  officers,  and,  l» 
the  several  officers  of  the  army  under  his 
command,  during  the  siege  of  Copenhagen, 
and  to  approve  'and  acknowledge  the  re- 
gularity, discipline,  valour,  and  exertions, 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  employed  on  that  service ;  the 
house  being  further  pleased  to  appoint, 
that  these  Resolutions  shall  be  communi- 
cated by  me  to  the  generals  and  other 
officers  who  served  in  that  army. — I  have 
to  Inquest  that  you  will  ^ave  the  goodness 
to  state  for  me  to  the  house,  that  it  afiords 
me  great  gratification  to  have  the  honour 
of  communicating  these  Resolutiops  re-^ 
spectively,  and  without  delay,  to  the  se- 
veral general  officers  named  in  your  let- 
ter, and  to  the  other  officers  of  the  arnjy 
lately  under  my  command.  *  Several  of 
these  distinguished  officers,  and  many  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private 
soldiers,  have  already  received  the  thanks 
of  parliament,  or  the  notification  of  the 
recorded  approval  of  their  services  on 
former  occasions;  and  I  am  confident 
that  all  of  them  will  feel  as  they  otight  to 
do,  the  high  distinction  now  conterred 
upon  them ;  and  that  they  will  do  credit 
to  their  country  and  to  themselves  where- , 
ever  they  may  be  employed — ^For  my 
own  part,  sir,  I  find  it  impossible  to  ex- 
press the  sentiments  which  arise  in  my 
mind,  on  learning  that  any  endeavours  of 
mine,  faithfully  and  conscientiously  to^ 
discharge  the  duties  of  n^y  profession  as  a 
British  officer,  entrusted  with  command  on 
an  important  service,  should  have  procured 
for  n3e  the  Thanks  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons.— Suffice  it  therefore  to  say,  that  I 
most  gratefully  receive  this  distmguished 
honour,  with  the  most  exalted  jespect  for 
the  house  of  parliament  from  whence*  it 
flows,  and  the  greatest  hu^nility  in  regard 
to  my  own  desert. — I  beg  to  offer  my  best 
acknowledgements  to  you,  sir,  for  the  per- 
sonal civilities  with  which  you  have  heen 
pleased  to  accompany  the  transmission  of- 
this  signal  mark  of  the  approbation  of  the 
house  of  Commons ;  and  1  have  the  ho- 
tiour  to  b^,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  &c. 

^*  Cathcart.*' 
I       q2 
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[CoR&E$PON]>£NCB     WITH     THB     BaNK.], 

Mr.  Titmey,  as  the  propriety'  of  the  late 
bargain  between  the  Bank  of  England  and 
t^e  government,  with  a  view  to  the  public 
Service,  was  to  be  discussed  on  Monday, 
thought  it  right  to  move  that  copies  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  governor  and 
deputy  governor  of  the  bank  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  since  the 
1st  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  manage- 
ment of  tbe  public  debt,  the  applica- 
tion 6f  uMclaimed  dividends,  and  loans 
i^om  the  bank  to  the  public,  be  laid 
before  the  house.  The.  propriety  of  hav- 
ing these  written  documents  was  sug- 
gested by  the  recollection  of  the  failure  of 
rae  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  governor 
of  the  bank  for  the  time,  as  to  the  parti- 
culars of  a  conversation  relative  to  a  mat- 
ter of  this  nature,  which  had  passed  be- 
tween them  not  a  month  before  they  were 
called  to  speak  to  it;  a  matter  which  after- 
wards turned  out  to  be  a  very  profitable 
q>eculation  for  the  bank. 

.  Th^  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  the 
present  case  was  very  different  from  that 
alluded  to  by  th^  right  hon.  gent. ;  there 
was  no  extensicHi  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  in  this  case ;  the  advantage  of  the  ar- 
vailgement  was  all  on  the  side  of  the  pub- 
Vc.  The  arrangement  arose  from  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
0f  Finance,  submitted  to  the  bank  by  his 
majesty's  minist^srs,  an4  acceded  to  with 
the  usual  liberality  of  that  institution.  In 
consenting  to  the  motion^  he  acknowledged 
he  saw  no  parliamentary  ground  lor  pro- 
ducing all  theiDorrespondence;  many  of 
the  letters  referred  to  conferences  managed 
on  the  one  part  by  himself,  $md  on  the  other 
part  by  the  governor  and  deputy  governor. 
Tbe  substance  of  these  conversations  could 
not  be  stated. 

.  Mr.  JlionUon  «Qid  the  negotiation  had 
.  proceeded  p^tly  by  means  of  letters,  and 
partly  by  means  of  conferences  managed 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  by  the  gpvemor 
and  deputy  governor,  the  substance  of 
which  was  reduced  into  a  connected  form, 
smd  submitted  by  the  governed  arid  de- 
puty governor  to  the  court  of  proprietors, 
then  the  whole  was  made  the  subject  of. 
an  ultimate  letter.  He  supposed  the  in- 
formation contained  in  this  letter  would 
be  sufficient,  as  it  contained  in  a  substan- 
tial and  connected  form,  the  essence  of 
all  that  passed  verbally  in  conference 
and  in  notes,  nefenrins  ^^  ^hose  confer- 
ences.— ^Thc  papess  were  then  ordered^ 
of  whidi  tbe  following  are  copies : 


1  ^OS^^Paperi  rehik^  id  the  [239 

PAPERS 

RELATING  TO  THE  BANK  OF  EXGLAMD* 

No.  I— Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chan- 
cellor ot  the  Exchequer  to  the  Gover- 

.    nor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank. 
Downing-s'treet,  Dec:  23,  1807. 

Gentlemen;. The  Paper,  which  I  have 
herewith  the  honour  to  transmit,  contams 
the  Outlines  of  such  an  Arrangement  as  it 
appears  to  me,  upon  the  most  deliberate 
consideration  of  tne  Second  Beport  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditure,  it 
would  be  my  duty  to  propose  to  the  Bank 
of  England.  The  principles  referred  to 
in  this  Paper,  the  fac^  stated,  and  the 
proposals  deduced  fi'om  them,  are,  as  you 
will  perceive  upon  its  perusal,  in  substance 
the  same  as  those  which  I  have  stated,  and 
endeavoured  to  impress  upon  you,  in  the 
several  conferences  with  which  you  have 
already  honoured  me  upon  this  very  im-  * 
portant  subject.*  My  object,  in  making 
this  written  communication,  is,  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  consider  at  your  leisure, 
the  expectations,  which,  in  my  present 
view  ot  the  case,  it  appears  to  me  I  am 
entitled  to  maintain^  and  bo^nd  to  uphold 
on  the  part  of  the  public ;  and  the  grounds 
on  which  these  expectations  rest.  At  the 
same  time,  it  Lb  my  wish  to  have  it  dis* 
tinqtly  understood  at  this  early  sta^  of 
the  business,  that,  sanguine  as  the  expec- 
tation of  the  public  may  be  with  respect 
to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  ^  new 
arrangement  with  the  Bank,  and  however 
satisfied  his  majest/s  government  may 
feel  that,  to  the  extent  stated  in  my  pro- 
posal, such  expectations  ai-e  not  unrea- 
sonable in  the  present  state  of  a&irs ; 
and,  consideriiig  the  present  profits  oi  the 
Bank,  nothing  can  be  more  remote  from 
the  intentions  of  government  than  to  press 
these  expectations  to  the  infringement  of, 
any  existing  contract  or  engagcmeot,  or 
beyond  what  a  fair  interpretation  of  those 
engagements  might  a,ppear  to  them  to  jus- 
tify  Your  own-  discretion  will  point  oijt 

to  you  to  what  extent  you  may  feel  »t 
necessary,  in  the  present  stage  of  the  dis-? 
cussion,  to  consult  with  other  gentleme^ 
in  the  Direction  upon  the  subject  of  this 
Paper,  and  to  impart  its  contente  to  them. 
It  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  add,  at  pre^ 
sent,  that  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to 
receive,  with  theutnaost  attention,  »y  ^^' 
servatioos  which  you  or  they  may  h>»»  ^ 
offer  on  the  subject,  and  that  Ishall  ab8t«« 
from  requesting  of  you  to  s^ibmit  any  *^ 
gular  proposal  to  the  Court  of  Bifectn**. 
or  to  the  Coivt  ^f  PcopcietOBlk  at  ta>^^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


«3] 


PAIUU  DEBATES,  Tm.a,  ISQS^Bmii qf  Enghnd. 


in* 


until  I  shall  haviS  received,  ^d  maturely 
considered,  whatever  reniarks  and  sug- 
gestions may  occur  to  you^  or  th^  gentle- 
men with  whom  you  may  advise,  in  con^ 
sequence  of  the  present  comn^unication^ 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  S.  Percevau 
No.  Il.T-Copy  of  a  Paper  inclosed  and 
referred  4o  in  the  liOtter  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  E^hequer  to  the 
Bank ;  of  the  23d  Dec.  1^07- 
The  Proposals  founded  on  the  Enquiries 
and  Report,  of  the  Committee  .of  Public 
Expenditure,  and  which  are  now  made  to 
the  JBank,  m^ty  be  classed  under  three 
h«ads  :  1st.  Unclaimed  .Dividends. — 2d. 
Charges  of  Management  of  the  Public 
Debt. — ;Sd.  Balances  arising  from  Deposits 
of  Public  Money  in  the  hamls  of  the  Bank* 
•  1st.  Unclaimed  DrvinsNOs.— As  it  ap- 
pears by  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
that  the  Unclaimed  Dividends  amounted 
at  that  period  of  the  year  1806  at  which 
they  were  at  the  lowest^  namely,  on  the 
8th  Jalyi  to  986,573/.;  and  that  at  the 
lowest  period  of  some  antecedent  years 
-they  had  not  fallen  below  900,000/,  it  is 
proposed  to  appropriate  to  the  service  of 
the  ensuing  year,  under  which  similar  pro- 
visions to  those  of  the  act^f  1791,  c.  33, 
the  sum  of  500,000/.  in  addition  to  that  of 
376,739/.  advanced  under  that  act ;  pro- 
vided the  balance  shall  not  be  reduced 
below  100,0001. ;  and  this  will  be  merely 
carrying  into  e£fect  the  ^  principle  which 
was  acted  upon  in  1791.  No  reasonable 
objection  seems  likely  to  occur  to  this 
proposal,  aad  it  therefore  appears  unne- 
cessary to  jgo  more  at  large  into  this  part 
of  the  subject  at  present. 

2d.  Charges  or  Management  of  the 
Public  Debt. — ^Referring  upon  this  part 
of  the  sutject,  on  the  one  h^OEid,  to  ^o/e 
f^cts  stated  in  the  Beport^  ^nd  on  the  other 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1791,  c  33. 
and  of  1800,  c.  28,  without  ieeling  it 
iieoes80iry  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  and 
in  this  proposal,  to  advert  in  detail  lo  the 
Qi^e  or  to  discuss  the  othjer,  it  is  conceived 
that  tiie  folloiving  scale  and  plan  of  aliow- 
anoe  for  the  Management  of  the  Public 
Debt,  would  le#d  lo  an  ar^-aug^ment  under 
all  cipcuiiistanc«»s  liberal  towainls  the^ank, 
and  equit^bk  towvdsfibe  public — ^TsJung 
the  Debi  Uwredeemed,  as  it  stood  qn 
the  5th  of  January  last,  ^t  upwards  of 
550^)04000/.  i^  13  proposed  to  reduoe  the 
Charge  of  j^anagennrnt  upon  it  from  450/. 
to  340/.  pier  miilion  ;  aad  that  ^11  addi- 
tkcm  made  to  tbo  idebt  aba«re'550,000,000/. 
nb^U  he  m$WBfiA  ^  ^$m^  9001  feat 


million*  Oa  the  other  hand,  it  is  proposed, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  Unredaemeq  Debt 
being  at^any  time  reduced  to  400,000,()00/. 
ihe  rs^e  of  allowance  shs^U  then  be  raised 
to  400/.  per  million:  and  at  or  below 
300,000,000/.  to  4^0/.  its  present  rate,  per 
million'-^Wben  it  is  considered  that  ia 
the  year  1786  it  was  proposed  to  reduce 
the  M^agement  upon  a  debt  of  22^  miU 
lions  onl)r,  from  560  t^  360  per  million, 
and  that  it  was  actually  reduced  to  450/. ; 
and  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  applv-  thin 
last  rate  of  allowance  tQ  a  debt  of  300 
millions  instead  of  9^4,  it  will  hardly  be 
contended  that  with  reference  to  the  prin- 
ciple only  of  the  projected  scale,  the  pro- 
posal contains  9liy  tbin^  unfeir  towards 
the  Bank,  while  it  is  evident  that  it  in  no 
degree  depaits  &om  the  liberal  principle 
upon  which  govenmient  was  at  that  time 
disposed  to  act.  It  must  also  be  recoU 
lected  that  in  the  year  1786,  when  the  re* 
duction  in  the  Management  took  place 
from  560/.  to  450/.  per  million*  the  country 
was  in  profound  peace,  with  every  pros* 
pect  of  its  long  continuance,  and  with  a 
Sinking  Fund  established  for  the  gradual 
extinction  of  the  then  debt,  consequently 
that  the  prospect  of  the  yearly  dimmutioii 
of  the  debt  was  probably  taken  into  con* 
sideratic^n  wl^n  the  aUowanee  was  fixed 
at  450/. ;  and  though  we  have  no  records 
upon  the  subject,  it  appears  net  unlikely 
that  it  was  the  prospect  of  this  diminu- 
tion which  iuduqBd  the  minister  to  allow 
450/.  per  millioo,  instead  of  360/,  which 
had  been  computed  to  be  fully  sufficient 
upon  a  debt  of  that  magnitude,  smdstirengly 
recommended  by  the  Commissioners  for 
Auditing  the  Public  Accounts*  upon  whose 
report  of  the  1 8th  February  ni^0,  the  jre- 
dqotioa  appears  to  have  be^  proposed. 
In  point  ot*  f^ct,  a  considerable  reduction, 
in  the  allowance  for  Management  must 
have  taken  place  between  1786  and  1793, 
since  which  last  period  the  pressure  of  war 
upon  the  countiy  has  increaaed  thp  debt 
in  a  proportion  exceeding  that  of  five  te 
twi9,  without  any  diminution  being  efieoted 
in  the  rate  of  ManagemeAt.  To  this  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  add,  d^at  if  a  decrease 
ing  debt  of  224  millions  in  1786  (X)nld 
b^r  a  pedue4»ia  of  liof.  per  million,  it 
canscareely  be  conaidepeioi  a  hardship  if  a 
further  reduction  to  the  same  amount  is 
made  io  1808,  upon  a  debt  of  550  mil^ 
lions,  still  annually  increasing  in  Amount 
with  the  protracted  difficulties  of  tbo 
country;  e$pecially  as  the  reduction  is  / 
accomiianied  with  »  ^eairity  to  the  Bank 
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^gainst  the  contingent^  but  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed^ distant  prospect  of  its  reduction  below 
certain  stated  amounts.  To  this  view  of 
the  subject  must  be  added  the  sum  of 
805/.  15*.  lOrf.  per  million,  for  receiving 
the  subscriptions  to  the  Loan,  a  source  of 
considerable  annual  ad,vantage  in  time  of 
war,  and  always  in  proportion  to  the  an- 
nual increase  of  debt  by  such  Loan  ;  by^ 
which  increase  the  more  permanent  allo^'- 
ande  for  Management  is  also  so  much  aug- 
mented* Upon  the  supposition  of  the 
above  scale  being. adopted,  no  alteration 
is  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  above  al- 
lowance.. 

Sdly.  Balances  arising  from  Deposits 
OP  RuBLic  Money  in  the  hands  op  the 
BANK.r— The  facts  as  to  the  amount  of  these 
Balances,  as  stated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  can  admit  of  no  diflerence  of 
opinion;  and  it  appears  not  impossible 
that  the  Bank  may,  upon  further  consi- 
deration, be  induced  to  concur  in  the  in- 
ferences drawn  from  those  facts  with  re- 
spect 'to  the  profit  arising  from  such  ba- 
lances, unless,  whilst  it  is  candidly  ad- 
mitted on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  "  That  the 
amount  of  Public  Balances  deposited  at 
the  Bank,  is  always  followed  by  a  corres- 
ponding issue  of  its  Paper ;  and  that  the 
Bank  derives  an  interest  or  profit  from 
every  issue  of  such  Paper."  The  Bank 
should  at  the  same  time,  be  prepared  to 
shew  that  gratuitous  deposit  of  public 
Balances,  or,  in  other  words.  Bank  Notes 
wfthdrawn  from  circulation  and  returned 
"the  Bank,  without,  at  the  same  time,  with- 
drawing from  thence,  the  security,  or  ter- 
minating the  interest  upon  which  they 
were  originally  issued  ;  and  Which  notes 
so  withdrawn,  are  replaced  in  the  circula- 
tion by^a  corresponding  issue  of  new  notes 
upon  new  securities  bearing  new  interests, 
do  not  aiford  profit  in  an  exact  proportion 
to  the  combined  amount  of  these  new 
issues,  and  of  the  rate  of  interest  on  these 
new  securities.  The  following  plan,  there- 
fore, of  a  direct  and  proportionate  parti- 
cipation in  those  profits  so  derived,  is  pro- 
posed as  more  simple ;  and  likely,  from  its 
not  interfering  with  the  established  course 
of  'business  either  at  the  Bank  or  at  the 
Exchequer,  to  be  more  satisfactory .  than 
the  other  arrangement,  which  will  be  here- 
after detailed,  as  the  alternative  to  which 
recourse  might  be  had  for  rendering  the 
profit  of  vthose  balances  available  to  the 
,  public,  in  case  this  proposal  should  not  be 
preferred  by- the  Bank.  The  Proposal  is,' 
that  the  Bank  shouldi  on  or  after-the  5l^ 


April  next,  advance  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1808,  and  without  interest,  a  sum 
.equal  to  one  half  of  the  average  amount  of 
the  public  balances  whiclf  shall  then  ap- 
pear to  have  been  deposited  in  the  Bank 
in  the  course  of  the  year  terminating  upon 
that  day ;  subject,  however,  to  the  fol- 
lowing understanding  and  conditions: — 
1st.  That  for  the  object  of  this  arrange- 
ment, the  whole  amount  of  Unclaimed 
Dividends  should  be  considered  as  forming 
part  of  the  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank :  2d.  That,  from  the  half  of 
this  balance  to  be  lent  to  the  public, 
the  following  deductions  should  be  made : 
1st.  Tl'ie  whole  sum  actually  lent  to 
the  public. on  account  of  Unclaimed  Di- 
vidends; and,  2dly>  1,|200,000/.  being  the 
value  in  capital  of  the  difference  between 
the  interest  now  paid  for  the  3,000,000/. 
advanced  in  1800,  and  the  interest  at  5  per 
cent,  on  thie  same. — Sdly,  That  an  average 
of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
in  like  manner,  be  taken  on  the  5th  of 
April  1809;  and,  in  case  such  average 
amount  shall  be  less  than  it  had  been  for 
the  preceding  year,  the  Bank  shall  be  en- 
titled to  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent, 
per  annum,  pn  the  moiety  of  the  difference 
between  the  balances  of  the  two  years : 
on  the  other  hand,  should  it  be  greater, 
the  Bank  shall  advance,  without  interest, 
one  half  of  the  excess  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1809,  and  so  on  for  future  years 
during  the  war. — 4.thly,  That  this  arrange- 
ment should  continue  upon  the  scale  and 
principle  now  proposed,  only  during  the 
war,  and  for  one  year  after  tne  conclusion 
of  a  peace  ;  within  Which  period  it  is  con- 
ceived it  would  be  just  to  the  Bank  as 
well  as  proper  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
to  haVe  this  part  of  the  plan  again  under 
consideration,  and*  to  modify  it  according 
to  the  change  of  circumstances  which 
would  follow  from  the  restoration  of  peace. 
— ^At  the  same  time  the  principle  of  the 
arrangement  appears  so  equitable  and  un- 
objectionable, as  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent wise  system  of  keeping  public  money 
of  every  description  in  the  Bank,  that  the 
only  modification  which  now  occurs,  as 
likely  to  be  necessary  on  the  return  of 
peace,  is,  that,  if  the  average  amount  of 
these  balances  should  be  then  much  dimi- 
nished, the  Jjublic  ought  to  be  contented 
with  a  less  proportion  of  the  advantage 
derived  froni  them  ;  and,  perhaps,  if  one 
hs^f  appears  reasonable  Upon  so  large  a 
sum  as  10  millions  or  upwanis,  twp-fifths 
might  bo  deemed  an  aaequate  proporfciorii 
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upon  a  balajice  not  more  than  8,  nor  less 
than  6,  and  one-^hitd  upon  a  balance  fluc- 
tuating between  6  and  4  millions  ;  below 
which  it  is  conceived  there  is  no»  prospect 
of  its  being  at  any. time  reduced. — If,  how- 
ever^  the  Bank  should  ndt^.upon  reconsi- 
deration^ feel  tlie  truth  and  accuracy  pf  the 
conclusions  ^rawn  by  the  committee,  re- 
specting the  advantages  derived  from  the 
use  of  the  public  balances,  and  shquld 
continue  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  pro- 
ductive of  profit  to  them,  up^n  which  sup- 
position, the  Bank  can  have  no  objection 
to  a  plan  .which  would  giv.e  to  the  public 
the  skdvantage  of  making  use  of  those  ba- 
lances without  interest,  instead  of  paying 
interest  for  money  to  a  similar  amount; 
it  is  then  proposed,  that,  instqadi  of  the 
growing  receipt  of  the  exchequer  in  bank 
notes  bemg  daily  withdrawn  by 'the  Bank, 
or  remaining  deposited  in  the  exchequer, 
it  should  be  rendered  available  to  the  daily 
wants  of  the  public  in  the  following  man- 
ner ;  namely,  that  the  proper  officers  for 
the  issue  of  exchequer  bills  should,  out  of 
any  bills  in  their  hands  granted  by  par- 
liament &r  the  public  service,  deposit  daily 
in  the  tellers  chest  at  the  excliequei>  a  sum 
of  the  said  bills  equal  to  the  sum  in  notes 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  *  according  to  the 
same  form  and  usages  (as  nearly  as  cirr 
cumstances  will  permit)  as  now  prevail  in 
the  daily  deposits,  made  by  the  Bank,  of 
exchequer  bills  belonging  to  them,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  withdraw  the  notes  fivom 
the  chests  of  the  tellers.  The .  notes  so 
withdrawn  to  be  applicable  to  the  public 
service,  whilst  the  exchequer  bills  depo- 
sited would  be  security  to  the  tellers  and 
to  the  public.  Such  exchequer  bills,  so 
deposited,  would  not,  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinued in  the  tellers  chests,  bear  interest, 
and  this  saving  of  interest  upon  these  bills, 
is  what  would  constitute  the  principal  ad- 
vantage to  the  public.  It  is  intended  that 
the  deposit.  Qf  exchequer  bills  by  govern- 
ment should  not,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  exchequer  on  account  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  in  any  onie  quarter, 
amount  to  more  than  ;5,000,000l.  nor  in- 
terfere with  the  existing .  practice  of  the 
Bank  to  deposit  exchequer  bills  of  their  own 
bearing  interest  for  any  sum  which  may  be 
in  the  exchequer  beyond  that  amount.-— 
Under  ^6  operation  of  this  plan,  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  exchequer  will,  oni  the  quar-. 
ter  day,  consist  of  5  millions  of  exchequer 
bilk  deposited  by  the  proper  offipers.of 
the  exchequer,  and  bearing  no  interest, 
«ttd  th«  remaij[ider  either  in  h^iik  notes  or 


ill  exchequer  bills,  belonging  to  the  Bank, 
and  bearing  interest-  for  their  benefit, 
which  may  (should  they  think  proper)  be 
deposited  by  them  under  the  present  re- 
gulations,<  as  soon  as  the  other,  deposit 
had  amounted  to  the  sum  of  5,000,000/. 
Out  of  this  sum,  or  whatever  sum  short  of 
it  may  have  been  so  deposited  i)y  the 
proper  officers  of  the  exchequer,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  set  aside,,  first,  the  quarterly 
charge  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the 
Civil  List ;  such  bills  to  be  issuable  under 
the  direction  o'f  the  lords  cconmissioners 
of  the  treasury,  at  such  times  as  it  may  be 
necessary  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  quarterly  demands  on 
the  Civil  List ;  and  to  bear  interest  only 
from  the  d^te  of  their  actual  issue.  2dly, 
The  quarterly  sun^  issuable  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  as  well  on -account;  of  the  original 
million  and  200,000/.  as  on  account  of  the 
Sinking  Funds  attached  to  the  several 
loans  since  179Uand{Of  the  dividends 
upon  the  debt  redeemed  up  to  that  quar* 
ter,  the  whole  being  a  charge  upon  the 
Consolidated  Eijnd ;  such  exchequer  bills 
to  be  issued  by  the  said  commissioners  in 
the  course  of  u»  ensuing  quarter,  in  such 
manner  a^i  to  provide  them  wnth  the  means 
of  making  their  daily  purchases,  and  to 
bear  interest  from  the  date  of  their  issue 
only.  3dly.  The  surplus,-  if  any,  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  for  the  quarter  appli- 
cable to  the  sorvioe  iof  the  year,  to*  be  is- 
sued, as  wanted  for  the  public,  servit^e,  in 
like  manner  under  the  sanction  of  the 
(commissioners  of  the  treasury.  For  the 
conversion  into  cash  of  auy  part  of  the  5 
millions  of-  exchequer  bills,  which  would 
still  remain  unappropriated,  it-  would  ba 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  Bank ; 
but,  considering  that  the  amount  of  this 
remainder  could  in  no  case  much  exceed 
two  millions,  and  thatjt  would  generally 
be  iQuch  less.;  that  the  total  amount  of 
exchequer  bills  to  be  issued  by  the  trea- 
sury within  the. yearcannot  be  increased ; 
and  that  the  average  amount'  outstanding 
must  be  diminished  by  this  arrangement, 
there  seems  no  possible  -reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  granting  ^f  this  accom.mos* 
dation  .(independently  of  their  general 
disposition  .to  accommodate  the  public 
interest)  can  be  attended  with  any  incon- 
venience to  the  Bank,  or  that  it  can  ever 
leiad  to  their  being  pressed  to  hold  a  greater 
amount  of  these  securities  than  will  suit 
their  own  interest.  In  point  of  fact,  it  must 
be  obvious^  that  the  only  necessary  ten- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


:tSd] 


PARL  DEBAtKS,  IfeB.  1,  1«08*— 1^^  fdaimg  to  the 


tlM^ 


dency  of  thtsphm  wifl  be,  to  dhnitiish  the 
total  dmount  of  eseheqo^r  biils  dt  any 
given  time  jointly  in  the  handt  of  the 
Bank,  and  in  the  market  If  the  Bank  con« 
tinne  desirous,  of  holding  the  same  amount 
which  it  now  fkids  c<nlve^ient  to  t^,  the 
period  at  which  it  will  be  etiabled  to  pro^ 
cure  them  in  exchange  for  fts  olvn  notes, 
will  be  retarded,  and,  on  the  sopposition  of 
the  Bank  holding  exchequer  bills  to  the 
tame  amount  ai  it  now  does,  ihe  quantity 
ettculating  tn  the  market  will  be  i^ecedsa^ 
rily  rediiced.— ^puW  this  arrangement 
be  preferred,  it  is  proposed  that  it  should 
be  equally  liable  to  be  reconsidered  with- 
in one  year  after  the  termination  of  the 
war^-^  is  only  here  necessary  fiirther  to 
dbsttye,  that  exchequer  bills,  exceeding 
what  would  be  required  upon  tk^s  plan, 
to  be  depoaitcld  in  any  quarter,  ^te,  as  the 
low  now  atmids,  ptiyable  into  the  receipt 
of  the  rerenue,  and  consequently  that^ 
Withoot  any  fresh  legislative  enactment^ 
or  withoat  laying  itself  open,  by  any  pos-^ 
sible  construction,  to  the  imputation  of 
trenching  on  the  privileges  of  the  Bank, 
goreroment  might,  in  tra^itu>  exchange 
the  bank  notes  received  in  the  difi^rent 
departments  of  the  revenue  for  exchequer 
bills,  which  woahi  then  be  paid  by  the 
dif^rent  receiv«ri  general  into  the  ex- 
chequer. But  the  mode  now  proposed 
would  be  more  simple  ifi  its  execution, 
.  atnd  less  liable  to  int)errt[fit  that  good  un« 
^  derstandinff,  ibuitded  oft  liberal  principles, 
which  ougnt  ai  all  times  to  exist  between 
the  govemmeitt  and  the  Bank,  and  which 
it  is  certainly  not  less  the  intensst,  than  it 
will  xiftdotdbtedly  be  ^t  to  be  the  duty,  of 
both  parties  to  maintain  in  the  discussion 
of  the  Dissent  arr«ngeiaeiits« 

No.  iIL— Copy  of  a  separate  Paper, 
enclosed  in  the  Letter  of  the  Chan-' 
ctllor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Badk, 
dated  Dec.  23,  1807. 

It  being  underM^od  to  be  the  wish  of 
the  gerernor  and  deputy  governor  ef  the 
Banfc,aiwellasoftbio8e  in  ti^  direction  with 
wbom  they  h«f e  consnlted,  that  whate^ver 
fffoposai  is  made  by  j^temiioent,  itsheeld, 
at  least  in  the  ttrsi  instance,  be  founded 
«pon  a  fasr  and  equitable  retii^w  of  exists 
ing  arrangeinenls;  takhig  into  considera- 
tion the  services  diwived  to  the  public  on 
the  one  hand;  and  MFthe  c^ry  tha  tidvan- 
ta^  aocraing  to  tke  lasik,  kmead  of 
web  pmposttl  benrf  ttmited  by  A  swkt 
fdertnee  «0  the  lettier  nf  any  aotuM  con- 
tanvets  or  engagements ;— Jthfi»  wish>  which 
18  ottctaoily  tspVQ  HbMil/  Mid  more  be- 


coming to  the  character  both  of  the  go** 
vernment  and  of  the  Bank,  has  been  care-* 
fiilly  attended  to  in  what  has  been  pro-* 
posed  m  the  accompanying  Paper  under 
the  head  of  Reduction  in  the  Chai^ges  of 
Management.  But  as  some  conversation 
has  already  taken  place  respecting  the 
arrangements  made  tn  this  respect,  as  well 
by  the  Act  of  1791>  cap.  3S,  as  by  the  Act 
of  1800,  cap*  28,  and  as  they  are  also  re- 
jferred  to  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditure,  it  may  be  neees* 
sary,  perhaps,  thus  separately  to  oflfer  a 
few  short  observations  upon  these  engage* 
ments. — ^It  cannot  be  disputed  that  by  the 
Act  of  1791,  cap.  33,  the  Bank  acquired  n 
title  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  450/.  per  mil* 
lion  for  the  management  of  the  then  debt  ; 
and  that  this  title  remains  to  this  day  en* 
tire  and  unquestionable,  with  respect  to 
So  much  of  that  debt  as  is  not  yet  paid 
otf.-^The  amount  of  debt  existing  on 
Aprils  of  that  year,  was  21 9,685, 195.f. 
the  amount  of  debt  redeemed  by  the  ope* 
ration  of  the  then  Sinking  Puml,  and  its 
accumulation,  and  by  the  redemption  of 
the  Land  Tax,  up  to  the  1  st  of  Feb.  1 808,  is 
78,9S9,6©9/. ;  leaving  unredeemed  on 
Feb.  1  next,  140,74-5,526/.  For  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  debt,  subject  to  the  fur* 
ther  reduction  which  will  be  daily  effected 
by  the  above-mentioned  Sinking  Fund 
and  its  accumulation,  and  by  the  further 
redemption  of  Land  Ta3t  the  Bank  would 
hav«  a  clear  right,  under  contract,  to  an 
allowamie  for  Management  at  the  rate  of 
450/.  per  million  ;  unless  it  should  appear 
upon  further  investigation  that  the  public 
hate  n  right  tq  deduct  from  the  total 
amount  of  debt,  as  it  stood  in  1791,  the 
total  amount  of  debt  since  paid  offand  can*^ 
celled  by  all  6r  any  of  the  sinking  funds,  or 
other  means  the  public  has  appropriated  to 
that  ptnT»ose  : — a  question  which,  when  i* 
is  considered  thart,  with  a  reference  to  any 
augmentation  or  diminution,  the  debt 
is  considered  as  one  account,  and  that^ 
in  point  of  fact,  both  the  several  debts  and 
seteral  siftking  funds  were  consolidated  in 
1802;  may,  it  is  conceived,  feirly  admil 
of  an  arguffient ;  and  in  this-  case,  the? 
tottd  of  iMiredmned  debt  to  which  iibi» 
cewtracft  would  apply,  would  be  abou« 
90  millions.-^By  the  Act  of  igOD,  cap. 
28.  it  is  enacted  (inter  aba)  •*  That  during 
tl»e  continuanc*?  of  tb^fe  charter,  ihw 
Bank  ^rtitt  enjey  all  profits,  emdluments, 
benefits  and  adtantages  wbatsoever/^^hfeli' 
they  now  have,  possess,  or  enjoy  by 
virtttc  of  any  empwytnent  by  &t  onrbehwf 
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of  the  pubKc/?  but  with  the  foUowiiiff 
^roriao,  "  sabject  nerertheless  to  such 
restrictions,  rules  and  directions,  and  also 
to  such  other  agreements,  matters,  and 
things,  as  in  the  said  dtts  and  charters 
(i.  e.  all  former  acts  and  charters)  or  any  of 
them  now  in  force,  are  coiitained  or  pre- 
8cribed/'-^It  is  remarkable  that  the  Act 
of  1791  is  not  specifically  adverted  to{^  it 
is  only  by  the  general  words  of  reference 
to  all  other  acts  arid  charters,  that  Jt  can 
be  comprehended,  and  therefore  4t  may 
be  fairly  argued,  that  the  specific  rate  of 
allowance  tor  Management  granted  by 
that  act.  Was  not  particularly  under  atten- 
tion, for  if  it  had  beeui  ii'  can  hardly  be 
conceived  th&t  it  would  no^  have  been 
ipecially  adverted  to  ^  and  it  is  unques- 
tionable t^at  the  proviso  last^  nientioned, 
^s  much  refers  to  thexiirections  and  rules 
fliid  powers  of  iigreement  granted  to  the 
treasury,  with  respect  to  the  allowan<^e  for 
management  in  the  Annual  Loan  Bill-,  as 
to  the  Act  <^  1791.  Hieir  charter,  there- 
fore, reserving  to  them  all  the  benefits 
which  they  then  hadW  virtue  of  any  em- 
ployment for  the  public,  subject  to  this 
proviso,  most  be  understood  to  reserve  to 
them  the  right  of  Mana^emeiit,  but  sub- 
ject as  to  the  amount  of  Management,  to 
vHmt  the  treasury  may  think  reasonable. — 
If,  however,  notwithstanding  this  view  of 
the  case,  ahd  contrary  to  every  expecta- 
tion, the  Bank  were  now  to  assert,  and 
were  enabled  to  make  good  a  claim  to  be 
allowed  at  the  rate  of  450/.  per  million  on 
such  portion  of  the  debt,  as  it  stood  on 
April  5,  1800,  as  has  n6t  nnce  been 
redeemed,  there  would  remain  ^t  this 
moment  about  250  millions  only  (the 
whole  debt  being  6]$  milbons)  to  which 
any  new  scale  of  allowance  could  be  ap- 
plied. But  if  such  a  claim  Were  insisted 
upon,  and  if  the  Bank  were  advised  to 
stand  upon  the  strict  and  literal  execution 
of  a  contradt,  which,  as  far  as  it  rests  upon  , 
the  act-^f  1800,  is  only  to  be  maintained 
(if  tenable  at  all)  by  general  implication 
and  reference,  whilkitmust  be  obvious, 
that  this  same  contract,  by  the* continued 
and  unforeseen  operation  of  those  very 
circumstances  which  create  pressure  aim 
diificiilty  in  the  country,  is  become  impro- 
vident and  disadvantageous  to  the  public, 
and,  in  the  same  proportion,  over-pro- 
ductive to  the  Bank ;  and  that  their  profits 
pn  in  like  manner  greatly  increased  by 
many  other  transactions,  necessarily  in- 
cident to  and  crowing  out  of  thai  pres- 
jRire  and  those  oifficulues ;  I  should  cer* 
Vot-X.  ^      ^ 


tainly,  under  such  a  contingency,  feel  it 
to  be  no  unreasonable  expectation,  and 
should  be  callisd  upon  by  my  duty  to 
urge  it  to  the  utmost,  on  the  part  pf  th# 
public,  that  for  the  aboVe  Q50  millionsi 
that  part  of  the  debt  with  respect  to  the 
allowance  for  the  Management  of  which  no 
speicific  co/itracts  can  be  said  to  exists  such 
allowanced  should  be  confined  as  nearly  aa 
possible  to  the  increased  charg^  which  may 
be  supposed  to  be  actually  incurred  by 
the  Bank,  in  consequence  of  this  addition 
to  the  debt  of  180O;  so  asto  pbtain,  if  not 
immediately,  at  least  within  a  short  .pe^ 
riod,  by  the  rapid  diminution  o^  the  latter^ 
an  abatement  equal  to  a  fair  Und  immedi- 
ate average  abatement  upon  the  whole. — ^It 
is  unnecessary  to  go  into  particular  calcu- 
lations lipon  such  a  subject ;  but  it  must 
be  obvious  that  supposing  the  rate  of  al- 
lowance for  the  portion  of  the  debt  not 
subject  to  the  supposed  contract  of  1800^ 
to  be  mto^ged  at  a  rate  as  high  as  SOOl* 
per  uiillion  (a  rate,  which  under  the  cir* 
cumstatices  here  stated,  and  with  a  view 
to  an  average,  it  would  not  be  reasonable 
to  expect),  a  very  few  years  would  elapse 
(probably  not  more  than  ten  years)  before 
the  whole  allowance  ^or  management 
would  be  less,  under  any  given  circum- 
stimces,  than  is  now  proposed,  whilst  the 
reduction  of  allowance  would  be  still  go- 
ing on,  so  long  as  any  of  the  debt  of  1800 
should  remain,  without. any  security  to 
the  Bank  for  anencreased  rate,  should  the 
whde  debt  at  any  future  period  be  redu- 
ced below  certain  stated  amounts.  . 
No.  IV.— Copy  of  a  Paper  cominuni'^ 
cated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-^ 
diequer  by  the  Governor  and  De- 
puty Governor  of  the  Bank)  in  reply 
to  his  Letter  ;uid  Pi'opo^  of  the 
23d  Dec.  1807. 
The  Committee  having  taken  into  con' 
sideration  the  Proposals  suggested  by  the 
Chancellor  of -the  Exchequer ;  beg  leave 
to  return  tl^e  following  Answer,  and  Ob- 
servations: They  ai«  of  opinion,  that  a 
farther  advance,  to  the  .extent  of  500,000/. 
on  account  of  the' Unclaimed  Dividends, 
may  be  lu^ceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  Bank ; 
on  similisur  conditions  witn  the  former  ad- 
vance.— ^The  Conunittee,  ever  anxious  to 
promote  the  interest  of  the  public^  as  well 
as  of  their  proprietors,  are  of  opinion,  that 
a  reduction  on  the  rate  of  management  of 
the  national  debt,  as  propose  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  may,  with 
some  modifications  of  no  very  great  mo- 
ment, be  consenud  to  on  the  part  gf  the 
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Btt^.— '-In  regard  to -the  large  stiins  at 
piil>li€  mofiev  of  tbe  ^xekeqiter,  and  the' 
balanoes  of  the  public  drawing  accounts 
ill' Ihe  hands  of  %n^' Bank ;  tbese^  however 
eonsideraMe  at  particular  periods;  must 
'  Itecesdarily.aiways  be  of  am  uncertain  and 
fluctuating  arnooht ;  for  which  reason/ 
and  Ibv  others  continually  operating  in 
fbegre^  scale  of  their  business  of  bank- 
ihg>  the  committee  deem  it  imposnble  to 
ascertain,  whh  any  degree  of  precision, 
fhe  profits  that  may  be  made,  arising 
from  the  employment  of  tho:^  balances. 
Bat,  on  all'  accounts  they'  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  wouM  be  highly  imprudent  for  the 
Bulk'  to  make  ait  advance  to  government 
in  the  way  of  loan  of  a  Capital  sum  of 
money  equal  to  dnci-half  of  their  presumed 
amount,  even  with  the  deductions  pro- 
pc«ed.-^Theythferefoi!e  cannot  recommend 
to  their  c^urt,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
brof^ht  before  the  court  of  proprietors, 
the  nrst  motioned  plan  or  proposal,  in 
respect  to-  those  balances.-— But,  a?  the 
P^er  'Suggests  another  mode,  by  which 
^e  exchequer  itself  may  make  advantage 
#f  the  public  money  paid  ihto  the  exche- 
quer;  the  Bank  neither  can,  nor  ought  to 
make  an  objection  thereto,  br  to  any  plan 
obviously  intented  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  On  the  "contrary,  any  facilities 
c6nvenient1y  in  their  poM^er,  the  committee 
have  no  hesitation  to  say,  the  Bank  will 
ulways  with  alacrity  aJFord. — ^It*  should, 
however,  be  understood,  that  if  this  plan 
be  adopted,  the  Bank  should  not  be  obliged 
at-  the  end  of  every  quarter  to  purch^e, 
or  take,  on  that  accouYit,  exchequer  bills 
to  a  larger  amount  than  two  millions.-T- 
Thecoihmittee,  however,  are  aware,  that 
f>0SBib]y  it  may  not  be  altogether  a  de- 
sirable cincumstance,  in  the  mtoag^ment 
of  this  business  in  the  Exchequer,  to  ov^r^ 
tUnvthe  forms  of  office,  and  a  system,  that 
baa  been  established  and  acted  upon  fbr  a 
very  ^great  nUmber  of  years ;  and  that 
sometimes,  what  seems  tolerably  easy  in 
prospect>  may  not  always  be  found  per- 
fectly so  in  practice.  They,  therefore,  on 
theiy-part,  begleav^to  suggest  a  proposal, 
which  possibly  may  deserve  the  consider- 
ittion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  be  more  acceptable,  and  eventually 
even  more  profitable  to  government,  than 
the  mode  just  mentioned.  It  is  much  less 
complex  in  its  nature,  and  demands  no 
aJievation  nor  iimovation  on  the  present 
practice^  which  is  perfectly  well  under- 
stood. It  consists  onhr  in  the  Bank  pay-i 
kig  a  certain  sum  -or  money^  annually. 


into  the  Exchequer,  -for  the  use  of  i\ifi 
public,  onf  the  condition,'  that  the-pubUc 
ntoney  shall  continue  to  be  kept  in  tlref 
hands  of  the  Bank,  and  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  Exchequer  and- the  Bank  con- 
tinued according  to  the  present  practice. 
In  that  case,  and  oiithat  cohditiqn,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion;  they  might  con- 
scientiously propose  to  tliifeir  codrt  to  Re- 
commend the  court  of  proprietors  to  pay 
into  the  exchequer,  for  tne*  use  of  the 
public,  the  sum  of  £.  annually, 

during  the*  continuance  of  the  war  ;  aiid 
whenever  the  period  of  peace  arrives,  this 
subject,  and  others  of  great  mopient,  will 
probably  require  farther  consideration.— 
The  chancellbr  of  the  exchequer  will  6c 
pleased  to  turn  this  ii^gestion  in  hW 
mind,  and  determine  wmch  ef  fhe-two 
plans  he  shall  prefer  to'  propose  fe  the 
Bank.— i^With  respect  to  life  qdartetly  issue 
fbr  the  Redemption  of  the  ^fctional  I)ebt; 
the  committee  are  unanimous  in  most  so^ 
lemnly  deprecating  any  akeralion  in  thlK 
present  mode  of  cOTBducting  that  Tery  im- 
portant branch  of  the  prublic  business,  or 
diveVtmg  any'  part  of  its  .funds,  to  any 
other  purpose,  than  that  to  whidi'bylaV? 
they  Krp'  appropriated,  and  which  has  sb 
happily  been  enacted  by  the  legialatture. 
The  system  Mtherto  pursued  has  given 
universal  satisfiaiction  to  the  public,  as  wcjl 
as  to  the  stockholders,  and  ha^  evidently 
been  attended  with  'the  most  beneficial 
effects  on  the  public  credit  of  the  nation. 
— Ihe  committee  have  no  object  of  p^cffit 
in  view  from  the  quarterly  issue  of  r^is 
money,  which,  t)iey  -flatter  thelittselves, 
can  be  no  where  safer  than  ki  the  custody 
of  the  Bank.  They  look  on  this  money 
as  a  sacred  deposit,  to  be  applied  ana 
paid  only,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
acts  of  parliament  in  the  dally  purchasi?s 
of  stock  by  the  cpmmissionecs,  and  to  be 
employed  or  used  in  no  other  manner. 
NoM. — Copy  ofa^Letter'from,tbeChan- 
-  cellor  of^the  Exchequer  to  th6  Go- 
vernor and  Deputy  Governor  df  the 
Bank. 

Downing-street,  Jan.  '1.1,  }  8p8. 
Gentlemen ;  fci  the  several  conference 
and  communications  which  1  have  lately 
had  the  honour  of  holding  with  you  re- 
spectirig  the  expectation  fbrmcdT)y  me, 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  of  an.  advance 
by  the  "Bank  fotihe  public  service^  the 
liarticular  grounds  of  that  expectation  have 

been  discussed  under  three  heads,  namely : 
Vst;  Undlaimed'  Dividends.-^^dly;  'Hjft 
Charge  f or  the  'fSa^agement  of  the  Public 
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Debt, — 3dl wl3ti1ances  aristog  from  Depo- 
sits pf!  Public  Money  in  theiiands  ol*  tlxe 

Bunk.  .... 

.  Having:most  maturely  cons'nlejred  every 

tbi.ngjthat  'has  passed  be^ivedh  us,  in.  these 

4iiC)is&ion»i  i  now  feel  inyself  enabled  and 

called  upon  to  make,  to  you  the  followiiig^ 

grof>osaU»  under. each  ofthe.abaye  heads; 

and  I  ieijuest  that  ypu-  will ;  submit  them. 

to  thel  Court. of  Efirectors,  for  their  copsi- 

derati^on  and  concurrence.     ls(.  That  oi|t 

of  th&  Unclaimed  Divideiids  a    sum  of 

500/000/,  shall  be  advanced  for  the  ser- 
vice of.  the  pjresent  year,  under,  similar 

provisions  to  those  contained  in  the  Act  of 

i  791,  cap,  ^3,  and  in  addition  to  the  sum 
'  of '3.7  6^7  3b /.already  advanced  upon  that 

account;    Hut.  so., as  to  secure   that  the 

amount  of^uch  diyidends  remaining  in  the 

Bank  shaU  never  be  (ess  than  100,Q06/. 
'2dly4  That  the  sums  to  be  ^allowed  to  the 

Batik  for- the-  Mai)agement  ^of  the  pub  tic 

debt>«shall,  JPrqm  and  .after  the  &th  of  Aprii 

next,  bic  regimled  by  the  folloyving  scale  ; 

— ^Wlien  the  total  amount  of,  deb). ,  unrer. 

decined  sh^,!!  exceed  400  millions;,  and  not 

e2;£^ed  <5t30.n^illipns,  the. Bank  shall  re ^ 

ceive  an.  allowauce  for  management  .at 

the  rate  of  .34oA  per  million  per^annum 

upon  •the  whole  of  such  debt :  and  when 

the  total' ampuiU  ^  such  debt  shall  ex- 
ceed 550  millions,  .the  Bapk  shall  receive 

ther  allowance  of.  S.^O/.   per  million  for 

such  530  millions.;  and  for, any  excess  of 

deKt  which*  may  now  exi^st,  or  may  here- 
after be  creat^.^*  beyond  550  millions,  the 

rate  of  allowance   for  inanagement.  shall 

be  300/.  per  milUon  for  the  whole  of  such 

^xcess.^-1  hs^ve  oply  farther  to  propose  on 

this  part  of  the  subject  that  the  4,000/. 

paid  to  the  Bank  by  the  Exchequer,  nndft 

the  denomination  of   "House   Money,'^ 

should  be  dis^ojotiQued  ;  but  it  is  not  my 

intention,  if  the  above  proposals  are  ac- 
ceded, to,  to  suggest  any  alteration  in  the 

established  rate  of  allowance  for  receiving 

contributiojti^  to  ,the  loaii  or  to  the  lottery. 

— ^The  consideration  of  what  may  be  the 

|yrcn»er  rate ^f  management  in  thi&. event' 

of  the  debt  unredeemed  being   reduced 

below  40Ol  millions,  may  ber^  reserved   for 

>.ubseq\)ent  arrangement  when  such    an: 

eveot  may.talse  .piacei---5dly..  With  re- 
spect to  tn^  Pubkc  Balances ;  although  I 

have  not  been  so  fortunate  in  the  several 

jcpnieAeiuaes  -  whichi  w^  have-  had  upon  the 

subject,  as  wholly  to  convince  you,  that 

the  advs^ntages  derived  to  the  Baxik  iiom 
the  de^wt  o£  those  badanoes,  mu^t  be>  in 

prqpf^moBitotiMUaYenis^aoMiufl^j  lam 


not  (he- less  firmly,  con-vinccd  in  my.  own' 

judgment  of  the'  truth  and  accuracy  of 
this  position  ;  and  having*  I , think,  suc- 
ceeded in  fully  satisfy ingk  you,  that  aglauj^ 
the  outlines  of  which  X  have  had  the  ho-^ 
nour  of  stating  to  you^  might  easily  be 
devised,  and  with  the  sanction  of  parlia^^ 
meat  carried  into  efieet,  by  iwhich,  ihese^ 
balances  migbt,  to  a  v^ry  great  extentir 
be. rendered  productive  of  profit  to  the 
public  ;  you  must  be  sensible,  that,  hpw-» 
ever  desurous  1  may  be  of  avoiding,  to 
trouble  YOU  with  any  futher  discussion  of 

,  the  mode  in  which,  according  to  my  judg^ 
ment,  advantage  is  derived  to  the  Bank 
froin.  the  public  balances,  or  of  the  precise 

>  extent  to  which  those  advantages  are  car-; 

',  ried,  it  would  be  altogether  inconsisftent  with 
my  duty  to  the  public,  in  the  view  which  J 
have  now  shortly  stated,  to  avoid  pressing 

;  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Bank,  the 
expediency  of  eiisuring  to  the  pubJic,  in 

.  some  shape^  or  other,  that  reaspnable  de-» 
gree  of  pjrofit  which  they  are  entitled  I9 
expect,  and  which,,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
served, it  is  within  the  competency .  of 
parliament, to  secure, to  them,  from  the  use 
of  thos^  balances.    As,  however,  any  plan 
for  this  purpose  to  which  the  Bank  might 
not  be^  party,  thoi^gh  free  from  objectioa 
in  its  principle,  cpuld  not  be  carried,  into 
execution,  without  a  departure  from  thf 
course  of  business  which  has  so  long,  sub* 
sisted  ]\et ween  the ,  Bank  a|id  the  Exche- 
quer, I  sbpujbion  that  account  prefer  aa 
arrangj^ment  ..promising  even  soinetihing 
jess  of.adyaniage  tp  the  public,  which 
would  leave  this  course  pf  business-in  its 
pccustomed « channel ;    and,  as  I  cannot 
doubt  but  that  the  Bank  will  concur  with . 
me  in  pireferring  to  avoid  any  deviation 
from  a  long  established  system,  .it  appeans 
probable,  that,  from  this  and  other  consi- 
derations,; it  may  be  more  satis^sictory  tp 
them,>a9  it'w^ll  certainly  be  to  me,  that 
the  one  or  the  ptherof  the  following  pro- 
positions, (unquestionably  not  formed  upon 
any  too,  sai^^mne  view  01  the  comparative 
profit  which  in  another  mo4e  might  be 
.obtained  fpr   the  jiub lie),  should  be   ac- 
.ceded  toby.the  Bank:  viz.  That  the  Bank 
shall,, -on  or  before  the  5th  of  April  next, 
advance  to  the  public  fpr  the  service  of 
the  year,  a  loan  of  3,000,000,  without  io- 
terest,  but  the  principal  to  be^  secured  by 
exchequer  bills  payable  twelve    months 
.  after  the  ratification  of  a  defiaitive  treaty  of 
^peace  :  or,  that  the  Bsink  shal},  on  or  be- 
fore the  5th  April  in  the  present  and  eac^h 
succeeding  year  durin^^  the  contiAua^ce 
k2 
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of  the  war,  and  within  tv^i^elre  months  afier 
the  termination  thereof  by  a  deQnitive 
Irea^  of  peace,  pay  into  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  there  to  be  held  at  the  dis- 
posal of  parliament,  the  sum  of  150,000/. 
sterhng^. — ^In  proposing  this  alternative  in 
the  mode  of  fording  to  the  public  that 
degree  of  aid  which,  upon  the  most  mode- 
rate principle,  and  with.a  reference  to  the 
advantage  that  might  otherwise  l>e  ob- 
tained, it  appears  reasonable  to  expect  on 
account  of  the  deposit  of  public  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  JBank,  I  feel  it  a  duty  at 
the  same  time  to  urge,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  the  superior  convenience  and  ad- 
vantage which  would  accrue  tp  the  public 
service  from  the  adoption  by  the  Bank  of 
the  proposed  loan,  instead  of  an  equivalent 
annual  payment  into  the  Bxcheqtier.  In 
stating  this  comparative  view  of  the  two 
proposals,  and  my  decided  opinion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  advance  by  way  of  loan,'  I 
cannot  doubt,  from  the  general  disposition 
of  the  Bank,  that  it  will  be  a  most  pow- 
jerful  motive  with  the  court  to  give  a  pre- 
ference to  that  proposal ;  unless,  from 
some  reason  of  which  I  am  not  aware,  it 
should  appear  to  them  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  interests  of  the  Bank  .to  con- 
fine themselves  to  an  annual  payment.—^ 
in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any 
future  misunderstanding  of  the  principles 
and  gi*ounds  on  which  the  present  arrange- 
ment, as  far  as  relates  to  the  deposits  of 
public  balances,  is  brought  forward,  I 
think  it  necessary  to  observe,  that  the 
proposal  to  confine  the  duration  of  the  ad- 
vance by  way  of  loan,  or  of  the  annual 
payment  into  the  Exchequer,  to  the  period 
of  the  present  war,  and  twelve  months 
after  the  termination  of  it,  is  by  no  means 
to  be  understood  as  an  admission  on  my 
part,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  such. period, 
the  public  will  no  longer  be  entitled  to 
look  to  any  advantage  from  the  continu- 
ance of  si;ch  deposk$;  but  simply  as  a 
provision,  by  which  the  government  and 
the  Bank  may  be  respectively  enabled, 
under  the  change  in  the  state  of  affairs 
which.will  then  have  taken  place,  (pro- 
bably affecting  the  amount  of  pubKc  ba- 
lances in  the  hands  of  the  latter,)  to  con- 
sider of  a  new  arrangement.  And  I  have 
further  to  add,  that,  as  the  proposal  I  have 
now  made  is  founded  on  tne  view  I  have 
taken  of  the  present  annual  average  amount 
of  those  balances,  assuming  that  amount 
^  be  not  less  than  ten  millions  sterling,  I 
wi^h  it  to  be  understood  that  the  present 
f^ftn^eiiieiit^  it  carried  into  efibct^  should 
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not  be  construed  to  preclude  his  m^jestVi 
government  (with  the  sanction  of  Parha 
ment  if  necessary)  from  using  in  sucl 
manner  as  they  might  think  proper  for  th< 
public  interest,  and  consistent,  with  an] 
existing  engagement  with  the  Bank,  an] 
excess  of  balance  over  and  above  the  saic 
•teh  milHons,  if  it  should  appear  that  sue! 
excess  were  likely  to  be  permanent  anc 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  call  tor  some  ap 
plication  of  it,  by  which*  without  inter 
fering  with  the  arrangement  now  proposes 
to  the  Bank,  it  might  be  rendered  pro< 
ductiye  of  advantage  to  the  public ;  bu 
without  calling  upon  the  Bank  for  an] 
direct  assistance  beyond  the  amount  nov 
proposed ;  an  assistance  which,  whateve 
difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  th< 
circumstanced  by  the  operatioft^  of  whicl 
they  are  enabled  to  grant  it;  will,  I'cannp 
doubt,  upon  a  fair  consideration  of  th 
whole  case,  appear  to  be  entirely  consist 
ent  with  those  principles  qf  equity  am 
mutual  liberality,  which  ought  to  prevail  ii 
the  adjustment  of  so  important  an  arrange 
ment,  growing  out  of  the  extensive  trans 
actions  existing  between  the  public  an< 
the  Bank.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 
Sp.  Per'cevai.. 

No.   Ili— Copy  of  a  Paper    intituled 
"  Resolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors.^ 

Uth  Jan.  1808.  Resolved,  That  th 
proposal  of  the .  Chancellor  of  the  Ex 
chequer,  to  take  500,000/.  from  the  Un 
claimed  Dividends,  in  addition  to  the  form 
er  sum  of  376,739/.  be  acceded  to  by  thi 
court. 

Resolved,  That  in  respect  to  the  rate  o 
Managemei^  the  following  scale  be  pro 
posed ; 
On    600  millions  at    340/.  per  million 

—  is        Do.  -     -   300     -     Do. 

—  40a        Do.  -     -  450    -    Do. 

—  300         Do.  -     -   500     -     Up. 
Resolved,  That  in  respect  to  the  4,000i 

for  management,  allowed  by  the'  firs 
charter,  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  an^ 
alteration  in  that  allowance^  being  part  o 
the  100,000/.  per  annum  continued  iron 
the  foundation  of  the  Bank. 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  of  Pirector 
do  accede  to  the  proposal  of  the  Chan 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  lend,  for  th 
use  of  government,  3,000,000/.  on  exche 
quer  bills^  Without  interest,  during  th( 
war;  provided  it  is  sti{>ulated'to  be  return 
ed  within  six  months  afiter  the  ratificatioi 
of  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  under  the  torn 

glete  understandmg,  thiit  ail  transaction 
etween  the  piAlic  asld  dwBank  aball  b< 
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continued  in  the  acchistomed  manner,  eren 
though  the  amount  of  public  balances 
should  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  millions. 

No,  III, — Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Chiin- 
Ceilor  of  tiuB  Exchequer,  to  the  Go- 
Ternor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
Bank. 

Downing^iBtreet,  Jan.  15th,  1808.. 

Gentlemen;  The  liberal  disposition 
which  has  been  manifested  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  to  concur  in  the  principal  ar- 
rangements which  I  haye  thought  it  my 
duty  to  suggest  for  their  consideration, 
has  afforded  me  great  satisfaction. — ^While 
I  feel  convinced  that  my  proposal  has  not 
lost  sight  of  the  public  interest,  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  received  by  the  Bank 
confirms  me  in  thinking  that  it  has  not 
proceeded  without  a  due  consideration  also 
of  the  fair  and  reasonable  interests  and  ex- 

?ectation  of  that  respectable  corporation. 
Fnder  this  impression,  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  give  way  to  the  suggestions  of 
the  Bank  in  the  minor  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment, and  will  therefore  accede  to  the 
scale  of  allowances  therein  proposed  for 
the  management  of  the  public  debt,  so 
far  as  it  applies  to  present  circumstances, 
or  to  such  as  can  be  expected  to  occur 
within  any  short  period.— -In  this  view, 
therefore,  I  shall  not  object  to  the  altern- 
ation by  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  al- 
lowance to  be  paid  by  the  public  for  ma- 
nagement, shall  be  at  the  rate  of  340/.  per 
million  upon  any  amount  of  debt  between 
400  and  600  millions  inclusive,  instead  of 
limiting  that  rate  of  allowance  to  any  a- 
mount  between  400  and  550  millions,  as  I 
had  intended ;  and  according  to  this  ar- 
rangement, the  reduced  rate  of '300/.  per 
million  will  be  allowed  upon  any  excess 
of  debt  now  existing,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  created,  wove  600  millions,  in- 
stead of  commencing  from  the  amount  of 
550  millions. — ^But  with  respect  to  the 
proposal  for  increasing  the  rate  of  allow- 
ance for  management  to  500/*  per  million, 
in  case  the  unredeemed  debt  should  be 
reduced  to  300  millions  I  am  persuaded 
that  upon  reconsideration  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors \irill  a^pree  with  me  in  the  difficulty 
or  rather  the  impossibility,  of  my  propos- 
ing to  parliament,  at  this  moment,  to 
grant  a  higher  rate  of  allowance .  upon  a 
debt  of  300  milli<ms,  than  was  granted  by 
law  in  I7dl  upon  a  decreasing  debt  of  220 
millions ;  ana  I  trus|:  that  they  will  consent 
to  withdraw  this  part  of  their  resolution. 
Instating  this,  Iby  no  means  intend  to  un- 
dervalue the  reasons  which  umy  be  urged 
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to  shew  that  circimistances  may  perhaps 
have  occurred  to  render  some  encrease  not 
unreasonable ;  but  the  event  which  wonld 
bring  these  circumsta^es  most  properly 
under  consideration,  is,  I  am  afraid,  re- 
moved to  such  a  distance,  that  the  court 
of  Directors  will,  I  hope,  find  no  difficulty 
in  agreeing  with  me  to  wave  the  discussioii 
of  this  point  for  the  present. — ^With  respect 
to  that  part  of  their  Resolutions,  by  which 
the  Court  of  Directors  agree  to  advance 
'*  3/XX),000/.  on  exchequer  bills,  without 
interest,  during  the  war,  provided  it  is 
stipulated  to  be  returned  within  six 
months  after  the  ratification  of  a  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace,  and  under  the 
complete  understanding  that  all  trans- 
actions between  the  public  and  the  Bank 
shall  be  continued  in  the  accustomed  man- 
ner, even  though  the  amount  of  public  ba- 
lances should  exceed  the  sum  often  mil- 
lions ;'^  the  proposal  to  limit  the  repay- 
ment to  six  months  instead  of  twelve,  after 
the  ratification  of  a -definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  is  an  alteration  in  the  arran^ment 
from  which  I  do  not  feel  myself  disposed 
to  dissent,  as  this  abridgment  of  the  term 
has  probably  appeared  of  importance  to 
the  Court  of  Directors. — With  respect  to 
the  understanding  under  which  the  court 
is  willing  to  lend  the  sum  of  3  millions, 
I  have  only  to  observe,  that,  subject  to 
this  advance,  it  never  was  my  intention  to 
atteitipt,  during  its  continuance,  any  aU 
teration  in  the  course  of  business  between 
the  Bank  and  the  Exchequer,  or  to  propose 
to  withdraw  from  the  Bank  any  account 
now  by  law  directed  to  be  kept  there. 
This  explanation  will,  I  trust,  be  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  Court  of  Directors*: 
and  I  have  only  to  add,  that  subject  to  the 
modification  now  proposed  respecting  the 
management,  I  shall  be  "ready  to  submit 
to  parliament,  to  sanction  an  agreement* 
founded  in  every  respect  upon  those  reso- 
lutions. I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Sr.  Percsval. 
No.  IV.— Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  £xche({uer  to  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  Bank* 

Downing^street,  Jail.  19,  H08. 
Gentlemen;  Bieferrinff  to  the  several 
communications  which  I  pare  had  the  ho- 
nour of  holding  with  you,  and  to  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  passed  between  us, 
on  the  subject  «f  an  arrangement  to  be 
fotmisd  between  the  pnblic  uid  the  Bank; 
and  dipecially  to  the  proposals  which  I 
traosniitted  to  yoo <m the  llthinstsint;  to 
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the  reeokitloa  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of 
tkw^  l4Uiin8taiit>«ugg!e8tiiig.  certain  alter* 
atkHis  in  ^  those .  proposals  ;  and  to  my 
lettar  of  the  lith  instant,  consenting,  in. 
pav|  to  those  alterations ; — I  think  it  pro-- 
piBr>ij^  opder  .toremovie  every  possibility. 
oi  misunderstanding.'  between  us>  briefly 
to  recapitulate  the  terms  of  the  arrange* 
ipent,  which  I  bav«  expressed  my  readi- 
ness to  submit  to  parliament,  in  case  it 
shcKild  meet  with  t^O'  final  concurrence 
a^  assent  of  the  Bank. — Under  tlie  thr^e> 
firflowing  heads ;-  viz. 

1st.  Unclaimed  Dividends.  2d.  Allow- 
ance for  Charges  of  managing  the  Public 
D4bt<  3dft  Public  Balances  kept  at  this 
Bank. 

I  have  proposed ; — 1st.  That  the  Bank 
shall  now  advance  out  of  the  Unclaimed 
Dividends  in  their  hands^  the  ^  sum  of 
500^000^  for  the  use  of  the  poblic,  in  ad- 
dition io  the  sum  already  advanced  ou|;  of 
thatiuad  pursuant  to  the  Act  31  Geo.  III. 
cap.  33>  and  uttder  /similar,  conditions ; 
pilM>vided  always^  tha6  the  amount,  of  such 
dividends  Tematning  in  the  Bank  shall  not 
.be  reduced  below  •  1 00/)OOL  2dly.  Tha^ 
for- the  .management  of  the  public  de^^ 
Ihe.B^nkjshall  henceforward  be  allowed 
a*  follows :  '340/.  per  million  per  annum^ 
i]eKm.the«whole  ot  the  unredeemed  debt, 
vmenever  it  may  amount  to  400  millions, 
•ad  not  .exceed  600  millions. — 300Z.  pev 
million -pec  annum,  upon  the^hole.  amount 
of.any  excess  of  Debt  unredeemed  above 
eOOmillidmr;  the  said  600  millioits  con- 
t'muing  in^such  case  to  be  managed  at  the 
aforesaid  cate  of  <340?.  per  million  per  an*- 
nmn.^ — 4&0/.  per  million  per  annuro>  upon 
the  whole  unredeemed  debt,  whenever  it 
may.exccfed^OO  millions,  and  not  amount 
to  >100  millions.  And  that  with  respect  to 
the  rate  of  allomrance  (which  it- may  be 
proper  to  fix  ibr  the  management  ot  ,any 
debt:  less  than  300  millions,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  defer  the  conaiderr 
ation  of  that  subject  until  the  actual  dimi- 
nution of  the 'd6lbt  may -be  such  as  to  re- 
awretsome -determination  upon  it.  3dly. 
Uliat^the  Bank  shall,,  onrjor  beft»re  the  5th 
of  April  next,  advance  for  the  public  ser- 
vice bfx the fpfesent' year,. 3,000,000/.  by 
Ifray^ofLoan/twitkont  intef^st;  theprinci- 
pal  to  be  secured :  bgrv  exchequer'  biHs> 
to-be.^posked  in  the.hands.of  ihe  -Baalc^ 
payaUe  at  the :  expiratina .  of*  siv«  months 
aftorrtke^rat^ottionfof  aidefinttiYe'tteaty 
<«P  peaoei-i— 'And  -l  it  is-nnderstoodithat  du- 
ris4((the  fcnftuniaaceof  fthig  advance Y*l];y 
the  Badk^mj  altacatiQnjdsr  to'ba  pnqpoud 
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in  the  geaeral  course  of  business  betweeil 
the  Bank  and  the  Exchequer,  nor.  any  re-^- 
gulation  introduced  by  which  the  accounts ; 
•now  by  l^w  directed. to  be^keptat  the    ^ 
Banki  sl^stll  be-withdrawn  ffo^  thenc^.     I 
haD:e  tb&  hoii^our  to  be^icc^.S^.  P^r<;bval. 
No.  V. — <)opy  of   a  Paper,   intituled, 
*'  Resolulionof  the  Court  of  Direc* 
.  .,  tors^  pn  Mr.  Perceval's  Letter  of  the 
IQth  Jan.  1808,  and  Recommenda* 
^on  thereof  .to  the  General  Court.^'.. 
At.ia  Court  of  i)irectors>  at  the  Bank,  on 
Thursday  the  21st  Jan.  1808,  the  fol-^ 
*  lowing  ^.Letters,  from  the  Chancellor 

of  the  Exehequer  being  read,  viz. 
'f  Downing-street,  Jan.  1 5, 1 808.    Gen-^ 
tlem^ny.'Fhe.  liberal  disposition,''  &e- — : 
"  Dowiiii^-Mreet,  Janw*l9,  1808.    Gen-. 
tlemen>  Referring  to  the  several,"  &f:< 

The  goVernoracqijuunted  the  court,  thai 

the  cQHimittoe  <>f  treasury  having  .censi- 

.dered  the- saidl  letters,  recommend,  that 

!  th&  terms  proposed  in  the  letter  of  the  IQtIi 

inst.  br complied  with. — ^I'he  court  agreed 

*  thereto.— Resolved,  That  the  cli^ancclloir 

;  of  Jthe  exchequer/s  letter,  of  the  19th  inst. 

be  laid .be|ovethe<  general, court;  and  that 

the  governor  %q  authorized  to  inform  the 

proprietors,  that  this  court  is  of  opimon^ 

that  the  prcfposals  contained  in  the  said 

letter  be  acceded  to. 

No.  VI. — ^Copy  of  a-Paper,.intiti51ed^ 
' "  Resolution  of  the  General  Court 
on  Mr.  Perceval's  Letter  of  the  19th 
Jan.  1808/'  ,  ..     *    ^     , 

At  a  General  Court  of  the  Governor 
;  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England* 
held  at  th^ir  pidblic  Office  in  Threads* 
needle  'street>  on  Thursdaythe  2l8t 
J^..  1808,  the  following  letter  fnwa 
the'Chancellor  of  the  ^ch^uer  be^ 
ing  jead>  viz. 
"  Downing-8tfect>  Jan^lQ,  1808.  Geo* 
tlemeui  Referring;"  &e.     . 

The  governor  1  further  *  acquainted  the 
court,  tbit  the  court  of .  directors,  having 
taken  the^said'  letter  into  consideration,  are 
opinio  to  recommend ^  to. thb  court  ta 
comply  with  the  propRMals-^  contained  ia 
the  said  letter; — ^The- question /was  thcai 
pat^'  That'! the  rpmposals  oanteunad  in  the 
ttboVer  letter,'  be  ^oinpliftdi  with,  oa^he  part 
of  the  Bank?  And:  earned  in- the  aJkr^ 
malm. . 


,        Widmaday,  Fehruairifi.  - 

.[EXBBDlTXOir '  TO  -GOFEHHACEK^        Mt* 

^PoamrA^  tmt  nto.  make  .the  motioa.^ 
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which  he  had  p^fetk  notice  to  the  house. 
The  object  hehad  in  view  was,  principally, 
to  ascertain  how'  lar  his -msgesty's  minis- 
ters bad- been- justified  in  advising  his  ma- 
jesty to  employ  his  -iiayal  and  m^Ulary 
forces  in  the  Expedition  against  Copenha- 
gen.    That  this  was  a  subject  which  pe- 
culiarly  demanded  the  enquiry  of   the 
house/ he  was^  fully  tiuthorized  to  state  on 
the  Declaration  issued  by  his  majesty  him- 
self, in  the  first  clause  of  which,  his  majesty 
declares  that-  he  owes  to  himself  arid  to  Eu- 
rope' a  '^nk  exposition  of  the  motives 
which  had  dictated  his- conduct  -with  re- 
gard to  Denmark.     It  wa^  scarcely  heces- 
sary'for   him  to  say,  that  in  speaking  of 
the  Declaration  by  his  majesty  and  of  the 
speech*  from  the  throne,  he  meant  to  direct 
his  observations  solely  against  his  majes- 
ty's-ministers  ;   and  he  must  also  be  un- 
derstood  in  speaking  of  the   subject  to 
which  ho  was  about  to  call  the  attention 
of  the' house,  to  refer  to  his  majesty's 
ministers,  and  liot  to  his  majesty  himself, 
to  whose,  native  rectitude  and  honour,  he 
was  convinced  that'  the  transaction  was 
as  opposite,  as  it  had  -been  disgraceful  to 
the  projectors  .pf  it,  and  disadvantageous 
to  the  country, '  -In  order  to  consider  the 
kibjeet  maturely,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
cnififre ;  4ir8t,  what  the  disposition  of  Xfen- 
maHc  had  been ;   liext,  #hat  the  conduct 
of  KusHia  had  been;  "and,  lastly,  what 
means  "France  possessed  of  executing  any 
project  hostile  to  ^is  country'  in  the  Baltic. ' 
It  wouM  be  ilife 'to  enquire  into  the  dispo- 
silaoii  ofFraaice,  with -respect  to  thiscoun- 
try,-Tor,it  was  well  knmvnthat  the  ruler  of 
tiuKt  nation  was  well  disposed  to  unite  sill 
the  force  that^he  ^6uld  against  Great  Bri- 
tain.    But,  to  justify^  his  majesty '«  hijnis- 
ters  ibrthe  iteps  thajt  they  hcd  tafen/  it  was 
necessary  to  ascertain,  not  thie  disposition  of 
France,  but 'the  meaiis  Which  France  ;^pDs- 
sessed/  of  manifestihgthat  disposition  in  a 
maimer  dapgerous  to  this  eoi|ptry.     In 
drawing  up  me  Resolutions  on- which  he 
ftliould'found  his  motion  for 'ant /Address  to 
his  -majesty,  requettii^  the  communic«r- 
ttOn  of  suth  papers,  as,  in  his  opinion, 
wocdtt  eludidate  the  subject/ he  had  gofie 
pteitty  far  back.    In'his  majesty's  Decki- 
ration  of  the  25th  of  -Sept.  1807  (p.  115), 
an  allusion  was  m^de'to  i^n  apology  stated 
to  'hitve  been  received  from  Denmark  at 
jbe  dose  of  h'former  war>  ifor  having  eiv 
tered  into  a  hostile  confederacy  against 
Great  Britain,  ^hich  apology  "  was  found- 
ed on  the  •  avowed  inabili^  of  Denmark 
to^resiit  'the  operation  of  external  influ- 


ence, and'  the  threats  6f  a  'formMibld 
neighbouriag    power,**    He    had  ^  there* 
fore   framed  a  Resolution  ibr  the  p^r^ 
pose  6f  procuring 'the  substance  or  copies 
of  any  communication  receive*!  from  th^ 
court,  of  Denmark  towards  the  dose  of  the 
last'war^  containing  the  apology  above  al- 
luded to.    He  was  desirous'to  propose- this 
Resolution,  because  his  majesty's'  Dedara- 
tiou charged  Denmark  with  havingentered 
into  an  hotile^  confederacy  agahist  this 
country,  ^ndwith  having  defended  that 
hostility  by  declaring  that  she  was  com^ 
polled  to  do  so  by-  the  threats  of  a  gpe^ 
neighbouring  power.      He  had  inquired 
into  this  subject,  and 'he  had  been  told, 
perhaps  ttrroneouSly,  that  '.the  eoiirt  6f 
Dtsnmkrk  never  did  send  nwich -apology  for 
the' abandonment  of -its  neutrality.    Jfc^ 
was  desirous  to  know  the  truth  ofthe/fect^ 
and  he  could  not  conceive  what  objection 
could' be mAde  to  the  production  of  these 
papers,  if  they-  actually  existed.     The 
transaction' had  t^ken  place  -about 'Six  or 
7  year's  ago ;  there'could  be  no  apprehen-- 
sidn  of  disclosing  any  source  of  -secret  ih- 
telligehce ;  nor  any^ thing  could 'be-disco- 
v^ed  which  the  Declaraliohhad  no* as- 
serted— ^that*  assertion  he  did  not' believe 
to  be  founded  on  fact,    ^e  had  shaped 
another  Resolution,  for.the;purpose'of  as- 
certaining ^hat  information  had  been  re- 
ceived by' his  majesty's  ministers  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  Denmark,  with  respect 
to  its  naval  force.    He  wa^  desirous^  that 
all  the  reports  made  tluringthe'  last  year 
by  the  king*s  resident  at  Copenhagen,  as 
to  the  steps  taken  by  ihe  Danes  for  aug- 
menthig'tneh'  marine,  manning  their  fleet, 
^&c.  should  be  laid  beforfe  the  house ;  be- 
cause, if  Denmark  were  resllly  hostile  to  this 
country,  and  -were  disposed  to-uriite  with 
France  and. Russia  against  us,  she  •tv'OuW 
unquestionably  have   exerted  herself  to 
put  her  naval' tbrce  in  a -state  of  respecta- 
bility.   The  practice  in  ^Denmark  virith 
regai*d  to  the  if  marine,  he  understood  to 
bethis :   the  *Dani$h  sailors  were  obliged 
to  inscribe  'their  names  in  certain  offices', 
so  that  the  'Danish  .government  'knew  at 
All  times,  pretty  nearlji^,  the  amount  of 
sailors  in  tfieir  dominions,  as,  if  the  sailors 
quitted  Denmark,  they  wet'e   obliged  to 
state  in  what  ship  they  went,  and  bythese 
means,  the  goverhnient  knew  the  number 
of  their  sailors  and  their  distribution  in 
the  different  parts  df  the  world,  to  v^^hidh 
they  were  carried  by  the  mercantile  ma- 
rine of  Denmatt.   iTHe  extent  of  Danish 
commerce^  and  ihe  distant  voyages  nn- 
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dertakanby  the.  Danish  sailorsj  rendered 
.  it,  impqasible  for  the  Danish  goTemment 
to  man  a  considerable  fleet  at  a  short  no- 
tice.   It'  was  not  as  ia  England^  where^ 
owing  to  the  immense  number  of  our  sai* 
Jorsy  and  the  extent  of  our  eommerce,  we 
were  enabled  by  impressment  and  other 
peans,  to  fit  out  and  man  a  powexiul  fleet 
in  a  few  weeks.    Denmark  to  do  this  must 
await  the  ariyal  of  her  merchant  fleets* 
I^  therefore,  Denmark  had  actually  me- 
ditated hostility  against  Great  Britain,  it 
wa&  impossible  to  conceive  that  she  would 
not  have  demonstrated  that  lurking  inten- 
tion before  the  period  of  loi;d  Gambler's 
arrival  in  the  Sound.     He  asked  therefore, 
if  his  majesty's  resident  at  Copenhagen 
had  sent  any  advices  to  this  eftect  ?     His 
pajesty's  ministers  had  told  him,  that 
they  meant  to  refuse  an  answer ;  he  hoped 
the  house  would  not  k^ee  with  them.  He 
^Iso  wished  to  know,  if  reports  had  been 
received  by  his  majesty's  ministe»  from 
any  naval  officer  employed  in  the  Baltic 
during  the  last  year,  relative  to  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  naval  force,  of  Denmark. 
It  was  matter  of  public  notoriety,  that 
duripg  the  last  year  scarcely  a  week  elaps- 
ed in  which  some  naval  officer  of  skill 
and  reputation  had  not  passed  the  Sound, 
in  coiuequence  of  our  intercourse  with 
Sweden^  with  Russia,  and  even  witl\^  Prus- 
sia, until  the  power  of  tha^  country  had 
been  demolished.    It  was  hardly  possible 
that  any.  extraordinary  naval  preparations 
could  o^ve  been  made  at  Copenhagen, 
without  their  having  been  notice^  by  the 
expert  ai^  ^experienced  officers  to  whom 
he  alluded.    If  this  information  were  de- 
nied, why  was  it  denied  ?  because  it  did 
pot  exist ;  because  his  majesty's  ministev 
at  Copenhagen  did  not  send  home  any 
information  of  a  preparation  for  hostility 
in  Denmark,  for  he  could  not  have  done  so 
ivith  ti'uth ;  because  his  majesty's  naval 
officers  had  not  noticed  any  naval  exer- 
tions^ in  the  ports  of  Denmark,  for  no  such 
exertions    had  been   manifested.      The 
house  would  therefore  be  justified  in  con* 
eluding  that  no  steps  had  been  taken  by 
penxnark,  which  had  awakened  jealousv 
or  roi^d  suspicion.    He  had  made,  it  his 
business  to  enquire  what  had  been  the 
conduct  of  Denmark  with  regard  to  their  ^ 
own  ships,  and  their  valuable  cargoes, 
which  were  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
'  at  the  very  time  that   the    Expedition 
^^nst  Copenhagen  was  fitting  out.  When 
mmiral  Gambier  was  preparing  to  sail, 
^jmy  of  the  Danish  captains  hearinjg^^ 


amonnt  other  rumours^  that  it  was  as  like  I 

that  the  British  forc^  was  destined  again 

Denmark  as  against  an^  other  place,  cot 

suited  the  Danish  consul  on  the  subjec 

The  consul  applied  to  th^  Chamber  < 

Commerce    in    Copenhagen,    a    bi-anc 

of  th^  public  admmistration  of  govcn 

mentf      He   received    for  answer,   th; 

there  was  not  the  siqallest  ground  fi 

anxiety  or  alarm  on  the  part  of  the  Dariij 

mercantile  interestj  for  that  ho  such  cii 

cumstances  existed^  which  tended  to  d 

sturb  the  neutrality  of  Denmark,  or  t 

place  her  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  Grei 

Britain.    At  the  time  that  this  an<^w< 

was  repeived,  there  were  350  Danish  shij 

in  British  ports,  with  cargoes  amounting 

two  millions  sterling.     Was  it  po&sible  1 

suppose^  that  under  these  circumstance 

\irhen  the  Danish  government  declared  I 

her  commercial  interest  that  they  need  n 

hurry  themselves-^-^that  there  was  no  fei 

of  an  interruption  of  the  good  understanc 

ing  with  Great  Britain ; — ^was  it  possib 

to  suppose,  that  when  a  third  of  the  con 

mercial  property-  of  Denmark  was  in  01 

handsj  the  I>amsh  government  meditate 

hostility  against  us  ?  Such  a  thing  was  ii 

credible.     But  it '  was  said,  that  ^tlious 

Denmark  herself  might  entertain  no  hosti 

disposition  against  Great  ISritain,  she  w 

likely  soon  to  be  forced  into  a  state 

hostility,  and  that,<therefore,  we  were  just 

fied  in  seizing  her  marine^  without  any  pn 

yious  notice  to  Denmark,  and  without  ai 

previous  behaviour  on  her  part  to  provo] 

us  to  that  seizure.    If  our  conduct  ecu 

be  at  all  justified  on  this  ground,  it  mxi 

be  on  the  necessity  of  anticipating  tl 

views  of  the  enemy  with  regard  to  tl 

Danish  fleet.   No  writer  on  the'  law  of  ni 

tionsy  or  on  any  other  law,  or  on  comin( 

justice,   had  ever  maintained  that    oi 

power  could  be  justified  in  taking  fro 

another  pov^rer  what  belonged  to  it,  u; 

less  a  third  power  meant,  and  was  abi 

to  take  tht  same  thing.    The  ji^tificatii 

of  this  step,  therefore,,  must  r^t  on  tj 

necessity  of  it,  which  would  depend  i 

these   circumstances :    the    weakness 

Denmark,  or  heir  indisposition  to    resi 

compulsion ;...  the  strength  of  her  enem 

and  the  certainty  (hat  she  must  yield 

its  force.     Every  shadow  of  proof  th 

Denmark  must  have  yielded  to  a  hosti 

confederacy  was  out  of  the  case.     It  w 

necjBssary  to  enquire  what  were  the mea 

which  France  possessed  of  accomplishi] 

her  object.     One  of  his  Resolutions  we 

to  ascertain  what  information  his  oxaje^^ 
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miaisten  had  received  respecting  the 
power  that  France  pooseflsed  of  seizing 
the  Danish  navy.  If  his  majesty'5  mi« 
nisters'knew  Ae  intentions  of  France  on 
this  subject,  surely  they  were  not  so  neg- 
ligent as  to  omit  informing  themsehres  of 
her  power  to  carry  those  intentions  into 
execution.  What  was  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  the  tiVo  countries  ?  At  the  time 
that  admiral  Gamhier  sailed,  a  great  part 
of  the  Danish  army  was  encamped  in  Hoi^ 
stein;  a  considerable  French  force  was 
also  in  the  same  place*  This  disposition 
of  the  two  armies  shewed  no  intention  in 
Denmark  to  yield  to  France.  Had  she 
entertained  such  an  intention  she  would 
not  advance  a  force  against  a  French 
force.  The  question  then  came  to  be. 
Was  the  French  force  sufficient  **  to  in- 
duce or  compel''  (such  were  the  terms  of. 
his  majesty's  Declaration)  Denmark  to 
yield  to  the  views  of  prance  ?  In  his  opi- 
nion it  was  utterly  insu^ient  Let  the 
house  consider  the  situation  of  Denmark. 
She  possessed  considerable  countries  on 
the  main  continent  of  Europe :  but  she 
had  still  more  valuable  posi^ssions  in 
Norway,  the  Danish  islands,  (on  one  of 
which  her  capital  was  situated),  and  con- 
siderable forei^  colonies.  Had  France, 
therefore,  required  Denmark  to  give  up 
her  fleet  that  it  might  be  employed  against 
Great  Ikitain,  what  would  Denmark  have 
answered  ?  "  No,  you  have  no  right  to 
nake  such  a  demand;  it  is  a  manifest 
usurpation  on  your  part ;  if  you  make  me 
choose  between  hostility  with  England 
and  hostility  with  France,  I  prefer  the  lat- 
ter;  for,  if  I  quarrel  with  England,  Eng- 
land can  take  from  me  all  my  foreign 
possessions;  she  can  injure  my  marine, 
and  employ  Sweden  to  attack  me  in  Nor- 
way. It  is,  therefore,  bettec  for  me  to 
keep  that  which  you  cannot  take  from 
me,  than  to  sacrifice  it  by  a  war  with 
England/'  This  would  have  been  the 
conduct  of  Denmark,  if  the  rashness  and 
precipitation  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
nad  not  forced  her  into  hostility  against 
Great  Britain.  Were  it  asked,  when  we 
proposed  to  her  to  surrender  her  fleet  to  us 
and  to  maintain  her  alliance  with  us,  why 
she  did  not  accede  to  that  proposal,  fa^ 
would  answer,  that  we  had  never  made 
any  proposal  to  Denmark  which  it  was 
poesible  for  an  independent  state  to  ac- 
cept. If,  in  private  life,  a  similar  pro- 
Sisal  had  been  made  to  any  gentleman  of 
at  house,-  would  it  not  hove  been  coas- 
•idered  im  insulti  What  did  we  fay  to 


the  Dianes  ?,  '^  Enter  into  an  alliance  with 
us,  declare  yourselves  against  France,  and 
remain  united  to  England ;  but  first  we 
must  deprive  you  of  your  power ;.  for  we 
have  so  little  confidence  in  your  good 
faith,  rtiat  we  will  conclude  no  treaty 
with  you  until  you  are  dispossessed  of  thie 
means  of  infringing  it.  Say  you  are  not 
worthy  of  credence ;  ratify  yoar  own  re*- 
proach,  and  we  will  allow  you  to  be  our 
friends."  To  such  a  proposition,  nothing 
but  absolute  conquest  could  ever  make  a 
nation  submit.  But  what  means  did  France  ^ 
possess  of  compelling  Deiimark  to  join  the 
hostile  confederacy  against  England,  if 
she  were  not  inclmed  to  do  so  ?  It  had 
been  said,  that  France,  having  taken  Jut* 
land  and  Holstein,  might  have  marched 
an  army  across  the  Great  Belt,  when  frozen, 
and  have  seized  the  Dani^  fleet.  He 
had  consulted  books,  and  other  authentic 
sources  of  information  on  the  subject, 
and  he  did  not  find  that  any  considerable 
force  had  passed  the  Great  Belt  on  the 
ice  for  above  150  years.  It  had  rarely' 
happened  that  even  individuals  had  been 
enabled  to  cross  in  that  manner.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  cold  in  most  of 
the  European  states  was  not  now  what 
it  had  been.  The  draining  of  morasses, 
the  cutting  of  forests^  and  the  general 
cultivation  and-  improvement  of  coun- 
tries, had  made  great  alterations  in  their 
climatesj  so  that  not  only  had  no  troops 
passed  the  Great  Belt  on  the  ice  during 
the  last  150  years,  but  during  the  last 
60  years  no  imtance  had  occurred  in 
which  that  ami  of  the  sea  had  been  so 
bound  up  by  frost,  that  a  general  would 
have  ventured  to  march  an  army  across  it. 
But  even  had  it  so  (Chanced  that  a  very 
hard  ffost  should  have  suggested  to  the 
French,  the  idea  of  marching  across  the 
Belt,  what  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence ?  A  noble  lord  had  stated  the  other 
evening  that  there  were  35,000  troops  in 
Zealand,  certainly  there  were  30,000 
in  Holstein :  this  amounted  to  65,000 
Danes.  The  Swedes  were  their  allies, 
and  so  were  we;  and  was  it  possible 
that  France  could  have  got  a  force  over 
the  Great  Belt,  in  spite  of  the  Danidb  force, 
and  the  Swedish  force,  and  the  Brittsl\ 
force  united  ?  Had  the-  Belt  not  been 
frozen  oyer,  the  French  would  have  no 
chanpe  whatever  of  getting  into  Zea- 
land. The  Danes  themselves  could  have 
kep^  them  out ;  and  therefore  to  imagine 
that  the  conjunct  Danish,  Swedish,  and 
British  marine  could  not  have  prevented 
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•  turd.  As  it  was  material  to  know  what 
were  the  means  which  France  possessed  ^f 
carrying  her  plans .  into  efi^cti  he  had 
framed,  a  Resolution  for  that  purpose,  al- 
t|iough  he  was  convinced  she  possessed  no 

-such  means. — ^The  next  consideration  m^s, 
pow  far  France  was  to  receive  a^i^ance  in 
the  execution  of  her  projects  from  Russia  ? 
Immediately  afler  the  conclusion  of  peace 
at  Tilsit,  it  had  beeii  argued  b^  many> 
^lat  Russia  had  thrown  herself  into  the 
ai^ns  of  France,  and  thereby  had  giveii 
preponderance  to  that  power  in  the  >^orth 
of  Europe.  To  those  who  believed  this  it 
must  have  been  straiige  to  see  the  I>anish 
marine  taken  possession  of  by  this  country, 
and  the  Russian  marine  permitted  to  roVe 
about  at  pleasure.  In  one  of  lord  Leyeson 
bowtrS  dispatjches,  dated  the  2d  of  Sept. 
(p.  1^1.)  his  lordship  stated  that  in  a  con- 
ference with  general  Budberg,  the  general 
allowed  the  existence  of  secret  articles  in 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  but  declared  that 
those  articles  had  no  reference  to  England. 
]^ow,  it  had  been  insisted  in  his  majesty's 
Declaration  I'elative  to  Russia  and  Den- 
mark, that  it  was  a  knowledge  of  those  se- 
ctet  .articles  that  had  induced  his  majesty 
to  take  the  steps  that  he  had  done  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  Danish  fleet.  It 
therefore  became  material  to  know  when 
his  majesty's  ministers  became  acquainted 
^th  those  secret  articles;  how  iar  they 
rcJated  to  Denmark ;  and  how  farl)yiho8e 
articles  France  approached  her  purpose, 
with  regard  to  the  marinc/of  that  country. 
In  another  dispatch  lord  Gower  said,  that 
m  a  cpnversationiwith  the  Russian  minister, 
l^e  latter  had  not  alluded  to  the  transac- 
tion at  Copenhagen,  and  added,  that  he 
vTas  4iurprised  next  morning  to  receive  a 
Note  (p.  194)  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
the  eniperor  experienced  great  pain  and 
anxiety  inconsequence  of  an  intimation 
of  this  transaction,  which  he  had  received 

.  front  his  ovnn  minister,  and  from  the  court 
^f  Denmark.  The  English  ambassador 
was  instructed  to  give  an  account  to  the 
court  of  St.  Petersbufgh  of  the  motives 
by  which  the  British  Ininistry  had  been 
actuated^  He  was  instmcted  to  declare,' 
tbat  they  had  been  long  in  possession  of. 
data,  which  left  no  doubt  of  the  Intention 
of  the -French  government  relative  to  the 
marine  of  Denmark.  Why  this  they 
mighit  have  known  ever  since  the  .War 
broke  out  1  He  was.  still  fiirther  uistkiicted 
to  9f^Yf  that  .the  Dani^  fleet  had  been  in- 
tended  to  aid  in  a  descent  gsl  the^coftst  of 


the  British  empire,  and,  therefore,,  tliat 
the  security  of  his  dominionB  had  oMiged 
his  majesty  to  deprive  France  of  so  pow- 
.  erful  an  assistance  (p.  205*)  This  was  the 
ex{^anatioB  given  by  his  majesty's  naim»% 
ters  to  the  eniperor  of  RuiBsia — to  that 
very  emperor  \>f  Russia,  who  was  mom 
represented  by  them  as  the  chief  insti-» 
gator  to  the  hostile  confederacy  a^aiast 
us !  Was  it  possible  that  any  person  re* 

Presenting  his  maje8ty>  and  satisfied  Uiat 
lussia  was  what  she  was  now -described 
to  be,  when  he  was  asked  by  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburgh  what  .was  the  cause  of 
our  conduct  at  Copenhagen>  contd  have 
replied,  that  his  majesty's  ministers  pos- 
sessed data  which  left  no  doubt  of  the 
intentions  of  the  French  govemiAent'  re- 
lative to  the  marine  of  Denmark  ?  Wonld 
Jie  have  duly  maintained  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  and  the  digmty  and  interests 
of  Britam,  -if. he  had  tamely  said  ^at 
we  had  such  data  ?  He  was  <xHivinced 
that  our  government  had  .at*  that  time, 
no  settled  belief,  that  Russia  was  ei^aged^ 
or  disposed  to  engage,  to  •act  with  hostility 
against  us.  The  British  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  St  Petersburg,  of  whose  honour  and 
ii^enuousness  there  could  be  but  one  opi- 
nion, would  otherwise  have  answered  ^  te 
the  demand  of  Russia,  "  Why  do  you^iak 
me  this  question,  wh^i  you  yourselves  have 
created  the  necessity;  when  yon  your* 
selves  have  been  the  chief  instigators  and 
promoters  of  the  project,  whi(m  myj^o- 
vemment  havertaken  these  steps  for  the 
purpose  of  defeating  V*^^\n  another  dis- 
patch from  this  country  to  lord  Gower^ 
dated  the  27th  of  September  1807,  when 
Russia  had  ofiered  to  mediate  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  right  hen. 
secretary  (Mr.  Canning)  writes,  Uiat  the 
terms  on  which  that  mediation  could  be  «c* 
cepted.  Were  1st,  *  the  firank  eonnnnnica* 
tion  of  the  articles  of  the  TreaUr  of  Tilsit, 
secret  as  well  as  avowed.'  Now,  he  thought 
that  at  that  time  the  right  hon.  secretary 
knew  thenb  and  yet  a  Imowledge  of  them 
from  Russia  was  insisted  upon  as  the  sine 
quanon  of  ui  acceptance  ofherdffbr  of 
mediation.  Instead  of  grounding  the  fdl>« 
jectiens  of  oar  government  to  aceept  the 
mediatiim  of  Russia,  on  the  con<Hict  df 
that  popper  with  regard  to  Denmark,^ 
the  di^atch  proceeds  to  state  the  anxiet^ 
of  his  majesty  on  a  variety  of  other  topics 
— on  the  movements  in  the  mediterranean 
—on  the  surrender  of  Corfiir— on  the  in-*, 
tendons  of  Russia  withTespect  toTurkey— 
onthepublicaclid^  of  thetkesty  of  Tntit^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


aftlj         PARL.  1>£BAT1%  F«»;  5,  1808.-^  Sxptdhim  to  Ccpenhagm.         [2W 


which  recogoused  the  French  kiago?Ndples 
only:4lil-4uBg^of  Naples^  although  that  ar- 
ticlf  n^ht  in  eifect  be  cpntnidic^ted  by  a 
ftcret  ai;Ucle«  adding  to  that  title  tha^i  of 
the  Two  SLciOes.  '  These  were  the  consi- 
derations which  the  right  hon.  secretary 
urged  the  British  minister  to  press,  as  rea- 
sons for  desiring  the  disclosure  of.  the  Se- 
^cret  Articles  of  tli|^  Treaty  .of  Tilsit ;  but 
on  any  confederacy  existing  between 
Rusi^ia  and  France  to  force  the  Danes  to 
jai%  against  .Great  Britain,  th^  dispatch 
wa^rii^lectly  silent  How  was'  it  possi- 
bly theja^  that  the  right  hdn.  secretat y,  or 
the  British  ambassadi^r,  could  at  that  time 
really  belieye  that  Russia  was  the  chief  in- 
sti^tor  of  the  project  by  wluch  France 
was  to  l^Mve  been  put  in  possession  of  the 
Danish  mapne  ?  J^  another  dispatch  from 
the  right  hoa..  secrjstary,  of  the  28th  Sept.. 
(p.  204)  he  signffies  to  lord  Leveson  Gow- 
er  his  majesty's  entire  approbatioi^  of  the 
answer  returned  by  hisj^xcellency  to  gen.- 
Budberg's  Note  on  the  subject  of  the  ope- 
rations at  Copenhagen ;  which  answer  con- 
tained not  the  fnpst  distajtt  allusiea  to  Ros- 
siai^  interference^  as  l^ing  a  motive.. to 
those  operations.  Th^dispatch  then  goes 
oB»  and  for  the  first,  timej  j^ussia  is  menti- 
oned by  the  right  hon*  se<U'etary,  asconsti- 
ttijling'a  great  partof <>i|r  dai^g«r.  Ht^^ays, 
that  cerl<ain  enumejmt^d  •  circun^tances 
"  formed  sucl^  .a  bqdy  of  evidence,  not 
only  of  thedesi^ls  of '  Bonaparte^  but  of 
.theeonniv^ce,  if  not  of':the  participation, 
of  Russia,  that  his  majesty  would-  have 
beeji  wanting  alike  in  what  ae  owed  to  his 
owB  dignity  andr  to  the  secuf  ity  of  his  do^* 
minions,  if  he  had.  not  takeii  the  most  ef- 
fectual steps  for .  breaking  through  the 
cooi^ina^oift  that  was, coilecti]|g  round  him; 
and  it  \^u24  have  be^n  idle,  innder  sach 
circttp^tAAces,  to  hav§  waited  the  consent 
of  Russia^  to.  uMlf^pres  calculated  to  repel 
a  danger  rof  whieh  Russia  herself  foroMd. 
SQ  lai:g8  .a  par^'^  But  there  were  no 
iostructioiis  to  our  embassador  ,to  repre? 
sfnlt  to  Russia  herself  the  consequences 
of  hfir  own  conduct,  or  the  mischieC. 
whi«b-  bis  majesty  apprehended  to  his 
ofim  dominions,  from,  her  submitting  to 
th^  gttidan6e4)f  ]fr^iic€i*  The  dispatch 
proceeded  to  state,  <'  that  hid  majesty  is 
porfisctiy  willing  tha^  the  pacification 
with  tM  ^wuNi^of  D^MBillQarisi  should  be 
wholly  ti^^  ,work.of  the  emperor  of  Rus*- 
ua*'^  Tliff  emperor  of  RasBia»  who»-bat 
two  or  UiiW  paragrap]|8  before*  had<be«n 
described  as  the  chief  insti^tor  of  tht^ 
dMpn  t^iasik  fy^  Brit^  juid  the. 


great  troubler  of  the  repose  of  the  North 
of  Europe!  At,  this  time  a  change  took  * 
place  in  die  Rnssiaaadmtnistration.    Gen.'  ' 
Budberg  gave  up  the  portfeuille  of  tha  ' 
Foreign  Affairs  to  count  Soltykofie.    In  * 
the  firstv  interview  that  our  ambassador  ' 
had  with  count  Soltykofi;  he  complaiined 
to  him  oT  not  having  received  any  com- 
munication of  the  secret  articles  of  the  ' 
Treaty,  of  Tiisit.     Then  in  a*  dispatch,  ' 
dated  St,  Petersburg,.  Oct.  7  (p.  207.)  lord 
Leresoa  Gower^tates,  that  he  had  com-  ^ 
nuuiicated  to  count   Romurizow  a  copy  ' 
of  the  Capitulation  of  Copenhagen;  ac-  » 
companied  by  a  short  note  (which  note 
had  tk<ot  been  laid  on'the  table  of  the  house.)  ' 
In  this  dispatch  the  noble  lord  says,  that 
/'  he  thougbtitnecessary  to  let  tbe  Russia 
ministry  clearly  understand  that  his  ma- 
jesty was  not  to  be  firightened  out  of  the 
pursuit  of  such  measures  as  he  might  judge  ■ 
expedient  for  the  sebiirity  of  his  empire,  ' 
by  any  indirect  menace  or  intimation  of 
the  displeasure  of  the  emperor  of  Russia.'* 
(All  this  wbile  not  one  word  is  said  of  the 
conduct  of  Russia,  With  respect,  to  Den- 
mark).   In  reply,  tidunt  Roman^w  ob- 
served, '^  That  neitl^er  he  iK>r  the  Danish 
minister  had  received  any  accounts  firom 
Kiel  since  the  capture  of  Copenhagen;  ■. 
that  the  emperor,  therefore,- being  as  yet, 
unacquainted  with  the  sentiments  or  views 
of  the  Prince  Royal  of  Denmark  since  that 
event,  naturally  waited-  for   the    com-  * 
munication  of  them,  before  his  ImpeHal ' 
majesty  could  make  up  his  own  opinion 
upon  the  cfnestion.'^     Count  Romanzow 
then  asked  hk  Lordship,    *'  Whether  it ' 
was  the  intention  of  his  majesty's  govern-  ' 
ment    to  restore  the  ships  to  the  king 
of  I)eamark,  in  the  case  of  peace  being ' 
concluded  with  Trance  ?'*   To  which'  lord  ' 
Leveson    Gowd:   answered,    that,   «  the ' 
possession  of  the  Danish  fleet  had  been  ob- 
tained by  force,  and  not  by  negociation.^'  - 
In  one  of  the  dispatches  from  lord  Leveson 
Gower,  dated  2nd  of  Sept.  our  minister  ex- 
presses satisfaction  in  finding  that  *'  a  cpn-  ' 
siderable  change  had  taken  place   in  the  * 
tone  and  temper  of  general  Bud  berg's 
conversation/^     Hie  hwi  become  *'mtld' 
aiKl    conciliating,'^     he    had    ^xpi'essed  * 
"  great  anxiety  to  remove  every  difficulty  ' 
in  the  way  ofa  perfectly  good  tinderstiind. 
ing  between  the  two  countries ;''  -arid  in  a 
subsequent  dispatch  lord  Leveson  Gower 
declares  his  sarpvise  ta  have  received  on 
the  following  morning'  a  Note  from  gene-  ' 
ral  Budbevg  efxpressive  of  the  ejmpciror'i 
astonishoaieBl  atth^  infdrmatioxi  ho -hail' 
i^    s2 
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receiTed  ftoiki  his  minister  at  Copenhagen, 
of  the  propositions  made  by  Mr.  Jackson 
to  that    court; — ^propositions  which  he 
terms  "  as  derogatory  to,  as  incompati- 
ble with,  the  dienity  of  every  indepen- 
dent power/'    Tbe%fact  was,  that  when 
lord  Lev^scm  Gower  had  an   interTiew 
with  general  Budberg,  the  emperor  was 
at  Gatschina,  where  he  had  been  for  seve^ 
ral  days.    On  his  return,  the  Russian  mi- 
nuter did  certainly  communicate  to  our 
ambassador  a  note  not  of  a  very  fdendly 
tencR'.     There  were  two  or  three  other 
most  material  paragraphs  in  these  dis- 
patches, which  he  should  notice.    The 
case  which  his  majesty's  ministers  wished 
to  make  out  was,  that  Russia  had  been  all 
this  while  secretly  instigating  Denmaric  to 
join  the  confederacy  against  us.;  and  yet 
on  the  4th. of  Not.  his  majesty's  minister 
at  Str  Petersburgh,  after  detailing  the  diffi- 
culties which  he  liad  experienced  in  ob- 
taining an  interview  with  count  Boman- 
zow,  says  that  <«'he  had  been  informed 
that  some  members  of  the  council,  who 
bad  been  consulted  in  the  present  very 
critical  state  of  affairs,  had  advised  the  em- 
peror not  to  reject  the  present  opportunity 
of  re-establishing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
North  of  Europe,  and  that  their  opinion 
had  been  adopted."     So  then,  down  to 
the  4th  of  Nov.  the  emperor  of  Russia  en- 
tertained this  favourable  disposition  to- 
wards England  !  In  the  next  dispatch,  in- 
closing the  Russian  Declaration,  lord  Gow- 
er observes,  that  eeneral  Savary  and  the 
other  members  of  the  French  mission, 
''  boasted,  that  they  had  gained  a  com- 
'  plete  triumph,  and  had  carried  not  only 
this  act  of  hostility  against  Eogland,  but 
also  every  other  point  essential  to  the  suc- 
cess of  Bonaparte's  views."    What!   had 
they  been  labouring  from  the  conclusion 
of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  down  to  the  begin- 
ning of  Nov.  before  they  could  succeed 
in  carrying  these  '*  points  so  essential  to 
the  success  of  Bonaparte's  views,"  and 
^as  that  conduct  of  Russia  to  be  assigned 
as  a  reason  for  our  breaking  in  upon  a  neu- 
tral nation  and  robbing  her  of  her  fleet? 
In  no  period  of  the  hist^Hry  of  any  country 
crould  a  similar  transaction  be  found.  But, 
suppose  he  were  to  concede  in  argument 
that  which  was  completely  contradicted 
by  the    (tispatches   on. the  table,   that 
Russia  had  been  active  in  Ibrming  ja  con- 
federacy against  G.  Britain,  was  there  the 
small^t  proof  that  lienmark  would  have 
,    b^een  disposed  to  join  it  ?  And  what  means 
bad  Russia  to  compel  her?  She  could  not 


march  an  army  down  the  Baltic,  and  what 
fleet  had  she  to  oppose  against  the  united 
fleets  of  England,  benmark  and  Sweden  ^ 
The  power  of  protecting  the  neutrality  of 
Denmark  was  all  on  the   side  of  Bsiff- 
land,   not  on  France.    Was  it  probable 
that    Denmark    would    have    sacrificed 
her  East    and  West  India   possessions, 
her  own  Islands,  and  Norway,  because 
France  might  have  threatene<i  her   with 
the  lossof  ^land  and  Hobteih  ?  He  defied 
the  right  hon«  secretary  to  -shew  on  the 
table  one  syllable  of  evidence,  that  Den* 
mark  entertained  such  an  intention.    He 
had  shaped  other  Resolutions  for  the  pur-* 
pose  of  enquiring  what  had  been  the  con- 
duct of  his  majesty's  ministers  with  re- 
spect to  Denmark  herself ;  and  whether, ' 
having  determined  to  pursue  a  course  hos- 
tile to  her  interests,  they  had  pursued  a 
course  advantageous  to  ours.     He    had 
a^d  for  the  Instructions  to  Mr.  JackBon 
on  this  subject,  which  were  not  refused  ; 
but  he  had  also  asked  for  the  correspon* 
dence  between  Mr.  Jackson  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Denmark,  which  was  demed 
him.     He  had  asked  for  these  communi- 
cations^ because  he  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther they  had  been  of  a  nature  calculated 
to  prevent  a  continuance  of  hostility,  or 
to  procure  a  restoration  of  peace.    He 
had  been  informed,  that  instead  of  making* 
any  proposal  consistent  with  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  Uie  Danish  crown,  no  pro- 
posal mA  *been  made  by  the  Britbh  go- 
vernment, in  which  tfie  continued  pes-* 
session  of  the  Danish  fleet  did  not  form  a 
part.    Why  be  at  the  ezpence  of  sendinj^  . 
special  missions  to  Copenhagen,  wheii  it 
was  determined  to  adhere  to  terms  so 
odious  and  so  inadmiosible  on  the  part 
of  Denmark?  He  had  been  told  that  it 
was  proposed  to  Denmark,  that  her  fleet 
in  vrhatsoever  condition  it  #iiffht  be  at  the 
time,  should  be  restored  to  her ;  not  on 
the  conclusion  of  a  Definitive  TVeaty  of 
peace  with  France,  but  3  years  alter  the 
conclusion  of  such  a  treaty !  A  prq>osaI 
that  could  have  been  made  only  fbr  the 
purpose  of  insulting  the  Duiish   odurt. 
How  had  his  majesty's  miidsters  acted 
with  regard  to  Zealand  ?  They  stated  the 
necessity   of  anticipating  the   views   of 
France  asthe  justificatian  of  their  c<mduct. 
They   had   attacked   Denmtfk   because 
France'  entertained  three  prq^ects  r  the 
Ist  of  shutting  the  Sound  against  Great 
Britain;  the  second  of  excluding  her  ma-' 
mifiM^tures  from  the^  Centinent';  «id  tbe 
3rd,  of  taUng^  possesrion  of  iA»DmA 
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fleet.  Now,  unless  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters had  redaced  the  power  of  Denmark 
so  low,  that  she  was  not  able  to  assist 
France,  they  had  secured  to  France  the 
attainment  of  two  of  her  objects ;  forcer- 
tainly  after  our  entering  Zealand,  Den- 
mark would  shut  the  Sounds  and  exclude 
our  manufactures  from  that  part  of  the 
continent.  By  wiiat  ministers  had  done, 
they  had  provoked  hostility  irithout  de- 
priving of  the  power  of  revenge.  If  our 
army  had  been  able  to  beat  the  Danes,  as 
asserted  the  othei*  evening  by  a  noble 
lord,  might  we  not  have  keipt  Zealand  ? 
With  the  assistance  of  Sweden  and  of 
our  own  reinforcements,  what  chi^nee 
would  France  and  Denmark,  united,  have 
had,  to  get  back  this  important  possession? 
To  abandon  it  was  the  height  of  weakness. 
But  even  if  we  had  not  kept  'Zealand,* 
could  we  not  have  dismantled  the  ar- 
senal and  destroyed  the  docks  ?  could  we 
not  have  blo^vn  up  the  Crown  Batteries 
and  Cronenberg  Castle,  and  secure  to  our- 
selves the  quiet  passage  of  the  Sound  ? 
Wliy  so  shabby  in  our  iniquities  }  When 
we  imitated  the  atrocities  of  the  ruler  of 
France,  why  not  imitate  the  srandeur  and 
magnitude  of  his  designs  ?  Would  Bona- 
parte, undei'  similar  circumstances,  have 
given  up  Zealand  ?  The  conduct  of  minis- 
ters showed  how  weak  it  was  to  do  ill  by 
halves.  If  it  was  necessary  to  attack  Den- 
mark at  all,  then  it  was  their  duty  to 
render  her  as  inefficient  as  possible.  The 
same  motives  that  justified  the  one  would 
justify  the  other.  He  presumed  it  was' 
.^t  want  of  will  in  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite,  but  want  of  knowledge. 
He  trusted  at  least  that  they  would  dot 
talk  of  scruples,  or  morality,  or  law; 
these  according  to  the  modem  tenets, 
were  considerations  fit  only  for  fools  and 
philosophers,  not  for  statesmen.  Would 
they  venture  to  contend,  that  it  was  nodi»* 
advantage  to  6.  Britain  to  have  the  Sound 
dint  against  her  commerce,  to  have  Zea- 
hmd  (seated,  what  it  certainty  would  be,  a 
atrpii#  depository  of  force  against  ha 
anna/  Having  Mguii  the  work  of  destruc- 
tioii,  they  neglect^  their  duty  by  not 
completiiu^  it  Let  them  not  aay  that  he 
gave  coQtisel  so  atrocious,  so  monstrous, 
that  their  delicacy  and  sensibili^  woold 
BOI  aUow  them  to'  accept  it.  They  luid 
aftcted  to  look  with  gmat  anxiety  to  the 
next  spring,  and  had  oongratulatea  them- 
selvMthal  by  the  seisore  of  the 'Danish 
fleet,  that  anxiety  waa  relieved.  But  what 
wookl  they  di^iaaU  sacseedingtptingk? 


Were  they  disposed  to  put  Ireland  in  a 
state  of  greater  contentment  than  that  in 
which  sli^  was  at  present  ?  If  not,  why 
leave  Denmark  so  much  power?  Having 
alienated  Denmark  from  England,  France' 
would  construct  in  'Copenh^en  fleets 
much  faster,  better  and  cneaper,  than  inr 
any  other  port  of  Europe.  His  nu^sty'a 
ministers  had  expressed  great  solicitnde 
for  Sweden.  A  subsidiary  treaty  with 
Sweden  was  soon  to  be  laid  oa  the  table 
of  the  house*  France  had  IcMg  been  the 
en^my  of  Sweden  ;  Russia  probably  had 
become  so.  Denmark  was  rendered  the 
ally  of  France,  and  thus  by  retraining 
from  dismantling  Zealand,  Sweden  was 
exposed  to  the  greatest  danger.  All  these 
considerations  pressed  with  the  greatest 
urgency  for  the  fullest  information  oh  the 
subject.  There  did  not  appear  to  him  thia 
slightest  justification  of  the  conduct 
of  ministers  with  regard  to  Penmaik* 
If  they  could  justify  themselves  for  the 
acts  that  they  had  committed,  then,  they 
could  not  justify  themselves  for  the  acts 
that  they  had  not  committed,  bi  com* 
mencing  the  war,  in  carrying  on  the  ww, 
in  the  mode  of  seeking  for  peace,  in  all, 
he  thought  them'  completely  wrong, .  and 
on  all,  he  deman^d  the  fullest  inlbrma- 
tion.  .  Above  all,  he  trusted  that  he  should 
never  hear  such  transactions  as  the  Expe- 
dition to  Copenhagen  justified,  on  the^ 
ground  that  statesmen  and  nations  were 
absolved  from  an  observance  of  the  laws  • 
of  morality.  On  what  principle  were  they 
so  absolved  ?  Did  not  the  same  Divine 
Providence  which  watched  the  conduct  of 
individuals,  watch  ^Iso  that  of  States  ? 
Look,"  said  the  right  hon.  gent,  «  at  your 
conduct  with  respect  to  America.  When 
you  departed  from  the  rules  >of  justice  and 
morality,  you  lost  America*  France  m» 
terfered,  and  she  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere. She  interfered  not  for  the  purpose 
of  emancipating  America,  but  of  weak- 
ening England,  and  thereby  strengthen* 
ing  and  aggrandising  herself.  But  the 
government  which  thus  interfered;  Ins 
been  punished  for  it  The  principies 
which  the  French  airmiet  laaint  in  that 
country,  became  the  seeds  of  that  Sevola- 
tion  which  overwhelmed  the  gevemment^ 
scattered  the  royal  family  winch  sent  theaa 
across  Ae  Atlaiittc,  and  coa^elled  them 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  Mb  oomUxjr-  W«ra 
there  no  other  instances  I  He  wodM  bw 
these  philosophers  of  tha  modem  eehoel 
to  study  in  Uie  book  he  should  o(Mh|.  to 
theni:   Let  them  look  at  tbe  pMitim  ef- 
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of  «a  eminent  Mnrice  «icpes8ii)Uy  per- . 
tormed*  WhaVM^  might  be  the  decision, 
of  the  fapiifie«:  be,  feroae>  ^ould  alvrayt 
feei  the  highest  satifl&ctioi^  in  having*  been . 
so  accuwd..  It  3waa  ako  a  to^rce  of  pequ- 
mbberyv  and'reduced  to  the  mosi  abject    liar  gratification/  that  no  iraputaticm  could 


tfi  4lMre  they  wool4.i«ad  thai  Pros- 
•ia»  •  tlfe  prine  i^i^eal  ior  that  detestable 
oeofederacy  to -de^y  not  only  the  power, 
bat  dm  very  name  of  an  iadependent.statef 
had  baeatdcprired-'of  iiei  share  of  the 


and  dqplqpible  state.  There'  they  would 
see  AiBtaria  and-  Rassia  8crambI^^'  for 
their*^pfDrt.of  the  apoiU  and  crouchmg-at 
the  feet  of  Buonaparte.  Who  could  eay^' 
that  the  jiistice,  of  Proridende  was-  bo^ 
ttndent  id  aU  this  ?  The  chief  •.obj;iErctT>f< 
tbct  Resolusions  he  had  to  propose  waay:  if 
possible*  to  obtain  such  mfprmation  as 
must  satisfy  him  that  ministers  were  ju8ti«c 
fiable  in  what  they  had  done.  He  wa« 
anxious  the  character  of  the  country  should: 
stand  aa  fair  a&  it  alwaye  had  done»  and 
thai  it  should  not  be  made  a  reproach  to- 
ua»  tliat  ati  tlie-  very  time  we  were  most  ye-  < 
baaeUt  in  condemning  the  atrocity  of 
France,  we  went,  far  beyond  it.  The  right 
hmy.  gent^-condttdedl  wiihtnoTing  his  Sni 
Hcaiomtion :  Yks. ''  That  a*  luHnble  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
he  wQiuULbe  graciously  pl^aaed  to  give  di- 
rections that  there  be  laid  before  the  house, 
the  substance  and  dates  of  all  information 
transmitted  by  his  majesty^sr  minister  at  the 
court  of  Copenhagen,  during  the  last  year, 
respecting  the  Naval  Force  of  Denmark^ 
ana  portidularly  respecting  any  measures 
tai^n  iof  stugmenting  the  same,  or  putting 
it  in  a  state  of  better  preparation,  or  for 
<pUiBC^fig  seamen  for  the.  purpose  of  nlan- 
n&i^he  s^^  or  any  part  thereof." 

SS:  Secretary  Caming  then  rose.  He 
eommenced  his  reply  by  observing,  that 
the  moment  was  at  l^gth  arrived,  wheft 
the  ffeotlemaii  opposite,  so  peculiarly  qua- 
lififlid  b^  iheir  0Wn  splendid  achievement/ 
tocnifuiriei,  iako  the  conduct  ci" tbeh^ sue* 
€eflM>i;s,  had,  by  a  worthy  selediou  of  the 

*  right  hom  getit.  who*  had  just/ sat  down,' 
put  )ms  majesty's  ministers  on  their  trial 
for  that,  ivbicb  until  queslib^ed-  by  .^em, 
had  bf3^  considered'  a»  the  ^salvation  of 
tlicrcQyi|fry^7  In  the  greatikees  of  Us  apprQ-* 
haidHpni  lest  ail  moral  impressions,  should 
be.^6^edifrom  .the.  miiids  of  the  ho^se,^hc 
rkdit  hbh.:  gent,  had  taken  a  cc^upse  which 
amdeSamJUiflini  example  of  a  moralityi 
not  •Bl3r  Mt'O^e  &e6miuy  t«acki  butmore 
aaa^re  :«wiii  than-  that  *  Koman  morality, 
wlikdi  UaiJbiear  had  its-  irinkeni  on;4he' 
dp^rie  bya|Bb. :  lUt  ooniiiasfey'f  miidMers 
wjiia^dSb^'  td^Iap^ount^-Hiot  fbr  di$astar 
attMiigila[^^--Tbcnr  had  Wea^ciklledto 
ttmuBMHH  hh.aiffU9«tii0B'Of  iwecMBf -t&ex-r. 

pWiHUifUbn^^       jtislii^  tbajmotives' 


rest  oa  those  gentleman  by  whom  this 
motion  was.  brought  forward,  of  being  ac* . 
j:ua^A  by  party  feelings*  9»u  hakd:  seme-* . 
times ' happened,  when,  the  successors  of 
i^  ^admijHstration  .had.  beeqt  lefiinpos« 
session  of  .a.glory,  which  they  had  diiapl-.. 
dated.    <He  was:  not ,awar^  that  any  envi-. 
ous  feelingH  of' comparison  could  have  ii)« . 
stigated  the  -present  motion  ;  when  .no- 
.thing  had  been  done  by  oue  set  .of  men,  it  ^ 
was  impossible  to  compare  their  actions 
with  wnat  had.  been  done  i>y  another. 
There  w«a  another  feature  in  this  trance- 
Itienhmiourable  to  the  chai:acte];  of  the. 
houfe;  they  were' not  then  debating  how 
to  ward  m  iHapendiag  dan^r,  .bui,,  in 
comparative  setfulitjii,  were  discussing  by 
what- mode  that  eecurity  ooold  be  conti- 
nued^   According  to '  the  sentimenta  of 
the  gentlemen^  opposite,  the  restpratjooof 
the  Danish  fleet  would  be  the  beet  mode 
of  continuing  that  security  ;•  fer,  certainly, 
if  it  .were  decijded,  that  the^  taking  of^ 
them  was  unjust,  the  justice  of  retaining 
them  could  not  possibly  be  asserted.  The. 
house  would  net  blame  the  spoilers  and. 
yet  keep  the  spoiL    Though  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  right  h^n.  gent,  in  his  con- 
clusion, he  a^eed   with  him  in  .hi»  pre-  < 
mises,  that  if.  injustice  had  been  done^  it 
should  be  not  only  marked  but  repaired. 
Tlie  right  hon.  gent  had  fairiy  ^tated^^ 
that  the  d  isposition -of  Denmark  Wi  Russia, 
an^the  means  of  France,  constituted  the 
question .  before  the  hou»e«     He  had  ad*^  - 
fitted  tlve  desif^of  France  without  any 
other  evident  Ulan  that  con^tamed  in  hia/ 
majesty's  sneiech.    With  ^  respect  to  the 
disposition '.  of 'Dnufeiark,  he  begged  tlio 
right  hon.  genti  te^  reCoUfct,.  at  the  outset^  ; 
iMtAi  was«ot  maintained  by  hism^^^ty't.  i 
tninifitdrs,  that  wil&ljy,  kaoiwingl^^  and  of 
thoice,  D^amark  had  been  desiipus  of  < 
^tr  with  G.  .Britain 'rather  than'of'pe'aoe*  - 
ThiA  had  neilber-betfn  maintainedx  nor  waa 
itsoecesaavy  to  ber«a.'  A  cisht  hon^  frieiid » 
pf  hisi  on  the  opposite  sine  of  the  honisf  > 
(Mr.  iSheridan),  had   «aid»  on    a  ^  lata 
ev0ninJ^•  that  a  caoa  ^  waidisess  on  the-r 

tai« oaI)efimarkj«and •^of .a  deteimioatioQ^ 
varaQ  herself  of  that w^slkile9S>  on  tt^  f 
pait  of.  France,  woidd  akme  be  a  jus^-  • 
tatkmef  ihe^cQihduGt^ofthe  Britwh  go- 
Tho^gk  iitiAiA  Mt  Hnpulo  to  ^ 
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Denmark  s^  disposition  to 'go  la  wajr,  .witb 
this  cQttQtiy,  he  protested  aeaanst  the- ad- 
vanlai^  ^ieh  wastakeaof  wis  «dinissioii> 
.when  it  was  asserted^  that  we  had  hadtiie 
hearts  of  the  Dtnes^and  that  we  hgid  fofr 
teit4&d  them.  He  did  not  like  talking  of 
national  dislikes,  but  such  un  observation 
evinced  a  most  .complete  blindness  to  the 
fact,whJcK  was^  that-jrom  the  moment  of 
the  Armed  Neutrality^  in  1760.  there  had 
been  a  feeling  towards  this  country  on  the 
part  oCDenmark,  not  of  direct  hostility^ 
but  certainly  not  of  very  oprdiaL  friend- 
ship. Every  body  knew  what  had  been 
the  conduct  of  Denmark  «^t  the  end  of 
two  former  wars.  In  inciting  the  Armed 
Neutrality  of  1780>.  Denmark  had  been  an 
active  agent ;  and  at  the  end  of  18Q0,  hut 
a  few  months  after  Denmark  had  declared 
her  abandonment  of  the  pritn.ciples  on 
which-  the- anned  neutrality  was  fo'raned, 
she  agai^'entered  into  a  league  confeder- 
ated agai\)st  G.  Britain.  Did  this  testify 
the  good  intentions  of  Denmark  ?  Or«  on 
the  other  hand,  did  it  testify  her  means  of 
resisting  l^e  influence  of  superior  powers? 
Let  whichever  part  of  the  alternative  the 
house  chose  be  adopted,  he-,  would  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  any  government  would 
be  lost  to  a  due  sense  of  the  interests  of 
the  country,  if,  with  a  recollection  of 
former  occurrences,  they  had;  not  looked 
with  vigilance  and  {suspicion  to  see  how 
Denmai^k  would  conductherselfat  a  period 
•f  SO'  much  greater  danger  to  G.  Briliain. 
Was  it  not  probable,  that-a  league  4)f^«ch 
more  force,  and  knit  with  much  greater 
vigour  than  any  preceding  one,  would  be 
^rmed  against  ttris  country  ?  Was  it  not 
probable^  from  the  e^^perience  of  the  past, 
that  Denmark  would  be  .induced  by  iacli- 
nation,  or  compelled,  by  force  to  join  that 
ka^  ?  The  favourite  project  of  Bona- 
parte, since  he  had^lesiated  from  his  threat 
of  immediate  invasion,  v^s  to  destoy  our 
commerce,  and  to  collect-^  naval  force 
which  ^ottld  i:un  down  the  navy  of  G.. Bri- 
tain. Not  :a  treaty  did  he  conclude  in 
which  the  exclusion  of  British  merchan- 
4isa  and  shipping  did  .not 'form  a  leading 
article.  In  terms  too  plain  4o  be  mis- 
taken, he  had  avowed  his  intention  to 
bring  cvety  power  of  the  continent  to  bear 

•  vpon  G,  Britain.  Was  there  any  thing  in 
the  .situation  of  Denmark  which  rendered 
it  probabje,  that  she  was^out  of  his 
fiew  in  this  avowal  ?  To  all  these  pre- 
iomptioDs  4he    right   hon.   ^ent.    had 

:  thoujght  it  •  sufficient  •  to  answer,  that 
(Nomaik  had    prepared    against    any 


jittjMnpt  pn-die:p>lirf;  ^  France^  to  eentrol 
her  oondtiet,  by  stationing  a  military  fore* 
lAHplstein,  What.  was..tbe.hi8tory  of  thai 
fopoe?  "Die  greatest  daj9gertQ  which  Dta-^ 
mark  was  exposed  from  France,  was  ia 
1803,  when  France  occupied  Hanover 
with  a  large  force.  Tlien  not  a  man  was 
in  IJolstein  beyond  the  peace  gmrrison. 
In  this  state. th&  boasted  cordon  of  Hoi*, 
stein  remained  till  the  period  that  France 
seemed  di^sed  to  molest  Denmark  }^^ 
No-^iiU  the  army  of  England  and  Swe- 
den were  in  force  in  Hanonrer ;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  the  Danes  increased  their 
military  power  in  Holstein.  He  must  be 
an  ingenious  arguer  who  could  deduce 
^om  this  circumstajice  that  England  had 
been  the  oliyect  of  the  jiy^athy  of  Den* 
mark,  and  France  of  hsF  apprehension* 
After  the  battle  of  Jena,  the  territory  of 
Denmark  had  been  violated  by  it  French 
detachment  in  pi^rsuit  of  a  Prussian  corps^ 
and  a  slight  skirmish  took  place  with  toe 
Danish  troqsts,  in  which  a  Danish  general 
was  taken,  and  conveyed  to  the  head** 
quarters  <^  th^  J^rench  general,  where,  in 
place  of  being  treated  widi  the  distinctioii 
to  be  expected  from  an  officer  of  » 
friendly,  power,  he  met  i^rith  no.  very  '^at* 
tering  reception;  and  was  sent  back*  afiter 
bis  horse  had  been  stolen,  and  his  pock* 
ets  picked,  under  ^very  species  of  injury 
y^ich  a  licentious-  soldiisry  <;ould  inflict* 
'JThis  had  been>  done,  whilst  the  Danidi 
s^my  collected  to  coiver  the  neuta-ality  of 
Hoktein.  was  stationed  in  the  neigh* 
hpi)rhood.  Was  this  ,event  followed 
by  the  advance  of  that  anny?  No  suck 
thing ;  •  the  insult  was  immediately  sue-* 
ceecied  by  the  retreat  ^f  the  Danish  army; 
^nd  this  circumstance. produced  an^mon-* 
stirance,  oa  the.  part  of  theSritish  governs 
ment»  against  the  conduct  of  the  Danish 
government,  in  neglecting  to  vindicate  its 
neutrality.  The  mention  of  this  circum* 
stance  led  him  to  contradict  a  misrepre-^ 
sentation*  which  had  been  charged  against 
the  British  government,  namely,  that  th<i 
Danish  army  had  been  stationed  in  Hol- 
stein at  its  d!e8ire,in  orderthat  its  designs 
against  Copenhagen  might  be  more  easily 
accomplished..  -This  statement  was  so 
wholly  unfoimdedy-  that  it  was  not  till 
the  retreat  of  the  Danish  army,  belbre  a 
handful  of  French  troops,  that  the  British 
government  had  made  a  representation, 
complaining,  that  that  was  not  the  way  £br 
Denmark  to  enforce .  its  ^neutrality. .  The 
,:^ndu(H:  of  France :  to  Sweden  was  Tery. 
different.     When,  ttu^  Fcench  ^iTitioo» 
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commanded  by  i^eneral  Mont,  entered 
Xabeckv  2000  Swedish  troops  were  made 
priaonen,  after  the  storming  of  the  town, 
and  the  general  who  commanded  them 
was  not  only  treated  with  every  distinc- 
tion due  to  his  rank  and  character,  but 
sent  back  with  a  message  to  the  king  of 
Sweden  from    the    French  general,  the 
brother  in  law  of  Buonaparte,  mviting  him 
to  make  common  cause  with  France,  inti* 
mating  that  i^  would  be  for  his  advantage 
to  do  so,  and  hinting  that  it  was  unnatural 
for  Denmark  to  possess  Norway,  which 
ought  to  be  annexed  to  Sweden.    This  had 
been  the  conduct  of  France  towards  Swe* 
den,  at  a  period  contemporary  with  the 
assertion  of  the  Banish  neutrality ;  and 
when  afterwards  a  negotiation  was  en- 
tered into  at  Hamburgh,  (or  the  release  of 
the  Swedish  prisoners,  the. same  commu- 
nication was  made  to  the  Swedish  charge 
d'affaires  there.  What  was  the  conduct  of 
the  king  of  Sweden  upon  this  occasion  ? 
He    sent   immediately  to    acquaint  the 
Crown  Prince  with  the  oflfer  that  had 
been  made  to  him,  and  proffered  the  as- 
sistance of  20,000  Swedish  troops  for  the 
defence  of  Denmai^,  an  assistance  which 
the  British  government  also  had  strongly 
recommended  to  the  acceptance  of  tKe 
government  of  Denmark.    This  offer,  thus 
recommended  on  our  part,  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  Danish  government,  which, 
in  communicating  the  terms  of  the  offer, 
concealed  entirely  the  proposal  of  France 
respecting  Norway.    Could  the  right  hon. 
gent,  then  contend,  that  after  such  conduct, 
we  had  a  ri^ht  to  rely  on  the  frank  aUd 
full  declaration  of  Denmark  ?  Shortly  af- 
ter, Hamburgh   was    evacuated  by  the 
French,  but  re-occupied  on  the  19th  Nov. 
only  two  days  before  the  fiimotis  Decree 
of  the  21st  Nov.    This  Decree  was  com- 
municated to  the  Danish  government,  and 
no  remonstrance  was  made  against  it,  yet, 
when  the  mitigated  measure  of  retalia- 
tion was  afterwards  resorted'  to  by  the 
British  government,  then  the  rage  of  the 
Danish    government  was  excited,  and  a 
determination  to  resist  its  execution  de- 
clared.   It  was  due,  however,  in  justice 
to  the  noble  lord  who  preceded  him  in 
office,  (lord  Howick)  to  state,  that  this 
determination   had  beens  manfully  met ; 
which  led  to  its  abandonment.    He  did 
n6t  niean  to  insist  on  this  as  conclusive, 
though  it  amounted  to  a  strong  presump- 
tion, that,  whethlsr  from  predilection  or 
necessity,  thrDaniiBh  government  had  no 
^wer  of  election  bftween  England  and 


Fhince ;  there  was  no  choice,  tio  di:icus- 
sion,  no  reasoning  upon  the  subject  The 
magistrates  of  Hamburgh  had  remonstra- 
ted against  the  Decree  of  the  21st  of  Nov. 
and  lent  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  Buo- 
naparte with  it.  In  the  conference  which 
the  deputies  had  with  Buonaparte,  they 
represented  to  him  the  ruin  of  commerce 
that  would  be  the  consequence  of  pursu- 
ing his  wild  plan  of  restrictions,  to  which 
his  answer  was,  "  that  he  would  annihi- 
late all  commerce  ;  for,  as  commerce  and 
England  were  identified,  and  he  was  de* 
termined  that  England  should  fall,  it  was 
necessary  that  commerce  should  fall  also.'' 
But,  he  did  not  stop  there;  he  added, 
"  that  he  would  make  others  co-operate 
with  him,^'  and  then  adverting  to  thb 
mighty  neutral,  this  powerful  indepen^ 
dent  (itate,  he  said,  <'  let  that  little  Prince 
take  care,  or  I  shall  teach  him  how  to  act.'' 
This  was  not  a  private  communication, 
bat  a  statement  m  a  conference  which 
had  since  been  published.  What  was  it 
tha.t  Buonaparte  was  to  teach  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Uenmark,  to  whom  he  directed 
such  an  insulting  observatibn  as  no  one 
individual  could  address  to  another  with- 
out offence,  except  the  manner  of  making 
his  means  subservient  to  the  yiews  of  the 
French  ^vernment  ?  When  the  French 
shut  the  £lbe  and  the  Weser,  the  Danisli 
government  consented  to  the  measure 
without  a  murmur,  but  remonstrated 
strongly  against  our  blockade  of  those 
rivers,  though  the  remonstrance  was  af- 
terwards given  up,  when  it  was  found  that 
it  would  be  injurious  to  their  own  com- 
merce to  press  their  objections  to  the  mea- 
sure. That  it  was  not  the  determination 
of  the  Danish  governnnent  to  defend  Hol- 
stein  against  the  Freiich,  appeared  evi- 
dent from  a  variety  of  opinions,  which  he 
fomid  recorded  in  his  office.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  called  for  Copies  of  Cor- 
respondence to  shew  what  was  the  imme- 
diate intention  of  Denmark,  but  he  must 
contend,  that  the  concurrent  opinions  of 
several  ministers  at  different  times,  and 
under  similar  circumstances,  were  more 
to  be  depended  upon  as  a  ground  of  de- 
cision, than  the  opinioii  of  any  individual, 
however  qualified  he  inig[ht  be  to  form  a 
correct  judgment. — ^The  right  hon.  secre- 
tary here  read  extracts  fr<»n  several  dis* 
patches  from  Mr.  Garlicke,  dated  Copen- 
hagen, Dec.  1806,  sUting,  that,  after  the 
French  Decree  of  the  2l8t  Nov.  had  be^ 
communicated  to  the  Danish  government, 
a  demand  was  made  that  the  J^isb  army 
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should  be  withdrawn  from  Holstein,  that 
DO  English  or  Swedish  troops  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  Danish  territory,  nor 
any  measures  taken  clemonstrative  of  dis- 
trust of  France :  that  on  receipt  of  this 
intelligence  at  Kiel,  relays  of  horses  had 
been  provided,  not  for  the  advance,  but  to 
secure  the  retreat  of  the  Crown  Prince. 
He  also  read  from  a  subsequent  dispatch, 
dated  28th  Dec.  1806,  that  no  preparations 
for  defence  had  been  made,  nor  any  in- 
clination shewn  to  resort  to  the  aid  oif  the 
natural  allies  of  Denmark;  that  several 
persons  employed  in  the  offices  of  state, 
though  not  in  the  highest  department, 
acted  in  collusion  with  France,  and  were 
attached  to  the  French  interests;  that 
these  persons  would  have  considerable  in- 
fluence on  the  opinions  respecting  the  de- 
fence of  the  country ;  and  that  viewing  the 
indolence  of  some,  and  the  activity  of 
others,  at  the  Danish  court,  he  (Mr.  Gar- 
licke)  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  the 
Ihith,  that  there  was  reason  to  conclude, 
that  when  France  was  in  an  attitude  to  in- 
force  her  demand,  she  would  insist  upon 
the  exclusion  of  British  vessels  ii-om  the 
ports  of  Denmark,  and  probably  after- 
wards upon  the  surrender  of  the  Dock 
Yards  of  Copenhagen;  and  that  it  was 
therefore  the  more  necessary  for  the  British 
government  to  use  every  means  of  vigi- 
lance and  precaution,  to  defeat  the  designs 
of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  These  had 
been  the  opinions  of  that  minister  upon 
the  policy  and  temper  of  the  Danish  go- 
vernment, and  yet  that  was  the  power 
upon  whose  determination  they  were  re- 
quired implicity  to  rely.  It  would  not  be 
just  for  him  in  stating  these  facts,  to  with* 
hold  his  tribute  of  applause  from  those 
who  had  preceded  him  in  the  office  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  fill,  and  who  had  met 
with  firmness  the  remonstrances  and  de- 
mcmstrations  of  the  Danish  eovehiment. 
The  noble  lord  who  immediately  preceded 
him  had  instructed  Mr.  Garlicke  to  declare 
to  the  Danish  government,  that  his  majesty 
eould  never,  in  the  event  of  that  power 
submitting  to  Uie  controul  of  France,  suffer 
either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  its  navy  to 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  France.  [Loud 
cries  of  hear!  hear!]  The  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite  might  continue  their"  accla- 
mations, but  the  opinion  was  entitled  to 
respect.  Perhaps,  however,  the  noble 
lord  had  not  considered  the  means  ade- 

aoale  to  the  end,  and  did  not  lodk  upon 
tie  captute  of  Holstein  as  more  likely  to 
secure  the  possession  of  the  Danish  fleets 
Voi^X. 


than  the  conquest  of  Alexandria  that  o  f 
the  Turks.    But  the  instructions  of  the 
noble  lord  went  on  to  say,  that  if  the 
Danes  should  suffer  the  French  to  occupy 
Holstein,   his  majesty  could  not  abstain 
from  those  measures  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary to   maintain  the  honour  of  his 
crown  and  assert  the  interest  of  his  sub- 
jects.    [Loud  .cries  of  hear,  hear !  from 
the  opposition.]     He  presumed,  from  their 
acclamation,  that  the  gentlemen  opposite 
inferred,  that  these  measures  should  not 
be  resorted  to  until  the  Danish  navy  should 
be  actually  taken,  or  until  the  agreement 
should  be  entered  into  for  its  ^urr^nder,  or 
until  a  communication  of  such  agreement 
should  be  made  by  a  government,  which 
had  entered  into  a  convention  with  this 
country  in  August,  and  in  the  December 
following  had  violated  that  convention.  The 
whole  conduct  of  that  court  shewed,  that, 
either  from  necessity  or  inclination, .  it 
would  have  taken    a  part   against    this 
country,  and  it  was  no  weak  presumption 
of  such  an  event,  that  all  the  offers  of 
France  had  been  kept  back  from   this 
country,  whilst  they  were  amusing  us  with 
the  assurance,  that  they  placed  an  impli- 
cit  reliance    upon    the    Declarations  of 
France.    He  had  been  hitherto  speaking 
of  the  state  of  Denmark  in  Dec.   1807, 
and  Jan.  1 808,  when  Buonaparte  was  em- 
ployed at  a  distance  in  Poland  against 
anpies,  certainly  not  equal  to  his  own,  but 
which  kept  him  at  bay,  and  by  a  small 
assistance  might  have  been  rendered  equal 
to  his    armies.    By  whajt  means   could 
Denmark    defend    herself    against    the 
French,  when  Buonaparte  should  return 
with   his  whole  force    triumphant  from 
Poland,  after  she  had  refused  the  assist- 
ance that  had  been  offered  to  her?    Of 
all  persons   he  did   not  think   that  his 
majesty's  ministers  should  be  accused  of 
injustice  by  the  captors  of  Alexandria ; 
of  mismanagement  by  the  attackers  of  the 
Dardanelles;  as  inglorious  by  the  con- 
querors of  Constantinople  ? — But  though  he 
diould  adnut  that  the  demand  of  the  Danish 
navy  was  a  strong  measure,  yet  there  was 
some  extenuation  in  that  case,  which  did 
not  apply  to  the  demand  of  the  Turkish 
fleet.     He  did  not  mean  to  argue  here 
the .  difference  of  the  necessity  in  either 
instance.    TTiere  was  this   circumstance 
which  bore  upon  the  case  of  the  Danish 
navy,  that  the  Danish  government,  con* 
templating  the  dangers  that  were  gather- 
ing round  it,  had  entertained  the  project 
of  reducing  its  navy  by  sale,  and  he  had  it 
I     T 
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Opon  authority  to  state,  that  the  Kussian 
minister  had  actually  entered  into  a  treaty 
for  the  purchase  of  part  of  the  Banish 
navy. — As  to  the  influence  of  national 
pride,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  very  ac- 
tive, for  he  could  not  conceive  any  situa- 
tion that  this  country  could  be  placed  in, 
in  which  she  could  entertain  a  proposal 
for  the  disposal,  by  sale,  of  any  part  of 
the  British  navy.  This  would  iiot  cer- 
tainly justify  the  demand  of  the  Danish 
Heet,  but  it  certainly  did  strip  the  right 
hon.  gent.'s  s[)€ech  of  part  of  its  gorgeous 
eloquence.  The  e3q>erience  of  the  past 
had  enabled  his  majesty's  ministers  to 
judge  of  the  conduct  that  would  be  pur- 
sued by  Denmark.  Had  she  not  received 
intimation  of  the  dangers  that  impended 
over  her  ?  Had  not  the  Bulletin  published 
by  Buonapai^te  after  the  battle  of  Fried - 
land  given  her  notice  of  her  approaching 
fate,  whenf  it  stated,  "  that  the  blockade 
of  the  British  islands  would  then  cease  to 
be  a  vain  word.'*  What  ports  but  those 
of  Denmark  could  this  prospective  threat 
apply  to,  for  what  others  were  neutral  ? 
The  conferences  too,  at  Tilsit,  and  the 
immediate  execution  of  some  of  the  ar- 
irangements  entered  into  there,  by  the 
restoration  of  the  dukes  of  Mecklenburg 
and  Oldenburg,  {or  wh(»n  the  emperor  of 
Russia  had  particularly '  interested  him- 
self, on  the  condition  of  shutting  their 
Sorts  against  Great  Britain,  shew^ed  the 
esigns  of  Buonaparte,  and  pointed'  to 
Denmark  as  the  next  state  that  would  be 
called  upon  to  submit  to  his  laws  of  block- 
^ide.—To  Denmark  alone  this  intimation 
of  the  Bulletin  referred,  and  accordingly 
$he  was  found  shrinking  into  her  shell  as 
France  approached,  and  neglecting  to 
make  any  addition  to  her  means  of  de- 
fence. She  had  declared  the  French  De- 
cree of  the  2 1  St  Nov.  innocent,  whilst  she 
remonstrated  strongly  against  the  British 
mild  retaliation  in  the  Order  of  the  7th  of 
Jan.  as  unjust;  and  yet  this  was  the  power 
which  they  were  told  was  capable  of  de- 
fending itself  against  France!  The  pro- 
position was  not  maintainable,  and  if  his 
majesty's  ministers  had  not  acted  upon 
the  impressions  they  received  from  the 
experience  of  the  past,  and  their  know- 
ledge of  the  state  and  sejitiments  of  the 
court  of  Denmark,  they  would  not  have 
done  their  duty.  If  they  had  not  taken 
the  very  steps  which  were  now  censured, 
the  eloquence  of  the  right  hon.  cent,  was 
.  cold  and  dead,  compared  with  the  thmi* 
jer  tliat  would  have  then  rolled  over  their 


heads.  But  these  were  distant  warnings. 
Had  not  Denmark  more  immcjdiate  intima- 
tion of  its  danger }  General  Bernadotte, 
on  coming  to  t^e  the  commapd  at  Ham- 
burgh, directed  the  assembled  burghers  to 
prepare  quarten  for  15,000  men,  which 
he  Represented  as  only  the  advanced  guard 
of  a  much  greater  force,  that  was  to  be 
employed  on  aa  expedition  which  would 
not  require  him  to  be  long  absent  from 
Hamburgh.  Whither  could  thiscxpedi-. 
tion  be  directed  but  against  Holstein^ 
Bernadotte  had  also  been  charged  with  a 
mission  to  the  Crown  Prince  at  Kiel; 
and,  though  he  should  state  as  a  fact, 
a  thing  which  he  did  not  know  upon  offi- 
cial authority,  that  officer,  he  was  assured, 
had  had  an  interview  with  the  Crown  Prince 
at  Kiel,  on  the  night  of  the  21  st  of  July. 
He  believed  the  fact,  though  he  could  not 
state  it  positively,  and  he  knew  also,  that 
it  was  believed  at  Kiel,  in  Holstem,  at 
Hamburgh,  and  at  St.  Petersburgh,  ^^  the 
time.  &rnadotte,  too,  had  made  no  se- 
cret of  the  object  of  his  mission,  being  to 
procure  the  exclusion  of  the  Ensliflh  from 
the;  ports  of  Denmark.  •  Was  this  a  state 
of  things,  in  which  his  miyesty's  ministers 
were  to  go  on  confiding  in  the  sincerity 
and  means  of  the  Danish  government, 
till  they  should  be  called  on  for  assist- 
ance ?  He  wished  to  know,  why  they 
should  have  waited  for  the  Declaration  of 
Denmark,  when  fully  i^riscd.  of  the  dis- 
pos/tion  of  France  towards  that  poiWer,  of ' 
the  inability  of  Russia  to  contaxMul  that 
disposition,  and  of  the  want  of  means,  or 
of  inclination,  on  the  part  of  Denmark, 
to  resist  th^.  force  of  France  ?  But  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  argued  that 
though  there  had  been  enough  m  Che  cir- 
cumstances aad  conduct  of  Denmark  to 
excite  suspicion,  or  call  for  measuf es  of 
precaution,  yet  th^e  was  not  sufficient  to 
justify  the  length  to  which  the  measures  of 
his  msyesty's  govenimienthad-been  carried. 
For  himself,  he  did  not  know  what  other 
measui^es  could  have  Ixaen  resorted  to; 
aad  he  would  defy  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  to  shew  what  others 
could  have  been  adopted,  that  would  have 
insured  the  accomplishment  of  the  object* 
It  was  not  necessary  for  him,  in  this  in- 
'  stance,  to  say  that  the  whole  of  the  force 
employed  on  this  occasion,  had  npt  been 
provided  for  this  expedition  originally.  A 
very  large  part  of  it  had  been  emplb^red 
to  assist  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  remain** 
der  had  been  provided  on  principles  of 
preoautioii^  and«  as  the  iafliuL  of  mtrili* 
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gence  demonstrated  the  critical  natare  of 
the  emergency,  or,  as  the  views  of  France 
developed  themsehres,  it  became  the  more 
necessary  to  employ  the  whole  upon  this 
important  service. — ^As  to  the  demand  of 
the  fleet,  he  was  at  issue  with  the  right 
hon.  gent. ;  bat  as  he  meant  to  object  to 
the  production  of  the  Papers  he  called  for, 
he  thought  it  right  to  state,  that  the  pro- 
position intended  to  have  been  made  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  court  of  Denmark, 
vras  to  surrender  its  fleet  in  deposit,  to  be 
returned  on  the  conclusion  of  peace.  This 
proposition  had  not  been  submitted  to  the 
Danish  government,  because  the  gentle- 
man who  was  the  bearer  of  it,  on  his  arri- 
val at  Kiel,  felt  confident  that  he  should 
,  see  the  Prince  on  the  following  morning, 
but  foond  in  the  morning  that  the  Prince 
had  set  out  for  Copenhagen ;  on  follow- 
ing the  Prince  to  Copeimagen  he  found 
he  had  returned  to  Kiel.  The  Danish  mi- 
nister whom  he  met  at  Copenhagen,  had 
orders  not  to  treat  upon  the  terms  he  was 
authorized  to  propose :  the  minister  at 
Kiel  could  not  treat  till  the  return  of  a 
courier  from  Copenhagen;  the  minister 
at  Copeohagen  could  not  open  a  negoci- 
ation  till  the  return  of  a  messenger  from 
Kiel.  .  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was' 
impossible  to  «iter  into  any  negociation 
that  could  hold  put  any  prospect  of  a 
speedy  or  satisi&ctory  result,  and  thus  it 
was  that  the  original  proposition  had 
never  been  submitted  to  the  Danish  go- 
vernment. A  suflicient  force  had  been 
sent  to  justify  the  court  of  Denmark  to 
France  in  conceding  to  our  demand,  or,  if 
It  did  not  concede,  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject £br  which  it  had  been  dispatched. — ^As 
to  the  violated  dignity  of  the  Danish  na- 
ticm,  the  very  display  of  our  force  before 
Copenhagen  might  be  considered  a  viola- 
tion of  t^  dignity.  If  one  of  our  cruizers 
had  searched  a  single  Danish  ship,or  stop- 
p^  a  GOffpond's  guard  going  to  Zealand, 
this  migki  abo  be  called  an  attack  upon 
that  natipn;  and  upon  this  subject  he 
^uld  quote  a  great  authority  upon  the 
law  of  nationa,  which  he  held  m  his  hand. 
That  great  modem  expositor  of  the  law  of 
natiims*  whom  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  the 
religious  part  of  his  speech,  seemed  to  con- 
sider as  a  special  iastrument  in  the  hands 
of  providence,  Buonaparte,  who,  in  bis 
teoaer  concom  fpt  the  interests  of  this 
eoontry,  almys  took  cave  to  give  an  ex* 
{KMiMon  of  hk  sentiments  at  a  time  when 
It  voiitd  bear  on  a  parliamentary  debate, 
haA  gitiei^  in  a  Moniteur  wliicb  arrived 


this  very  day,  a  sufficient  proof  of  what 
would  have  made  htm  consider  Denmark 
as  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  France. 
When  the  Austrian  miiitster,  Starhemberg, 
was  recalled,  he  was  particularly  ordered 
to  leave  London  by  t6e  20th,  as  parlia- 
ment were  to  meet  on  the  2 1st:  and  a 
Moniteur  which  had  arrived  this  very 
day/ had  given  an  exposition  of  Buona^^ 
parte's  sentiments  with  respect  to  neutrals. 
In  the  justification  of  the  conduct  of  France 
towards  Portugal,  one  of  Buonaparte's 
ministers  says  in  his  official  report,  **  If 
any  sovereign  in  Europe  should  allow  his 
territory  to  be  violated  by  the  English, 
the  act  would  clearly  "place  that  sovereigil 
in  hostility  with  your  majesty,  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  Portuguese  have  suffered  their 
vessels  to  be  violated  by  the  cruizers  of 
that  power,  they,  too,  were  in  hostility 
with  your  majesty."  Now,  those  who 
thought  so  much  of  the  wounded  pride  of 
Denmark,  should  consider,  that  upon  this 
principle,  the  search  of  the  smallest 
vessel,  in  crossing  the  Belt,  would  be 
sufficient  to  place  Denmark  in  a  state  of 
war  with  France.  With  a  FVench  army 
on  the  frontiers  of  Holstein,  and  i^  Eng- 
lish fleet  or  force  off  Copenhagen,  it  would 
be  an  idle  waste  of  words,  a  mere  mockery 
of  negociation,  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sions. Humanity  as  well  as  policy  re- 
quired a  ferce  large  enough  for  the  ultimate  • 
accomplishment  of  the  object  under  anv 
circumstances.  No  man  could  blame  his 
majesty's  ministers  for  having  made  the 
force  much  larger  than  was  necessary  for 
either  object,  in  order  to  invite  the 
surrender  of  the  fleet  which  was  re- 
quired ;  but,  when  no  proposition  would 
be  listened  to,  it  was  satisfactory  that 
the  means  employed  were  sufficient  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  object  with 
the  least  possible  loss.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said  that  the  ease  could  only  be 
justified  by  necessity,  but  he  was  sure  the 
right  hon.  gent,  must '  carry  his  principle 
further,  and,  admit  that  the  measure  ought 
not  to  be  carried  beyond  the  necessity  of 
the  case.  He  was  therefore  surprised  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  gent,  say,  at  the  con* 
elusion  of  his  speech,  that  the  measure 
ought  to  have  been  pushed  to  extremity* 
By  other  premises  he  might  arrive  at  that 
conclusion,  but  certainly  not  from  those  he 
had  that  night  stated.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  iuui  said,  that  the  Danish  govern- 
ment  could  defend  the  islands  against 
France,  thou^  France  should  be  in  pos- 
of  Holstein.  But«  if  the  Danisji 
T  2 
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navy  was  not  prepared  against  England, 
neither  could  it  be  prepared  againstFrance. 
However,  the  fact  was,  and  it  was  notorious, 
that  after  Zealand  i  had  surrendered,  many 
Danish  troops  had  succeeded  in  gettjng 
into  that  islauid,  notivithstanding  the  judi- 
cious distribution  of  the  British  naval  force 
in  the  Belts,  by  the  very  able  officer  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter.  On  the  au- 
thority of  his  predecessor  he  could  state, 
that  the  pressure  in  Holstein  was  consider- 
ed as  likely  to  lead  to  the  surrender  of  Zea- 
land. The  right  hon.  gent,  had  asked,why 
they  had  not  put  their  questions  directly 
to  Russia,  respecting  her  conduct  ?  -  he 
would  answer,that  they  had  flattered  them- 
selves^ that  by  pursuing  a  course  rather 
conciliatory,  they  might  bring  back  Rus- 
sia to  the  line  of  her  true  policy,  and 
therefore  they  abstained  from  any  con- 
duct, that  might  drive  her  irrecoverably 
into  the  arms  of  France.  But  the  right 
hon.  g&t.  asked  why,  if  Russia  were  a 
party  against  us,  we  ought  not  to  have 
selected  Russia  for  our  attack?  To  this 
question  which  had  been  so  often  put,  the 
answer  was  so  obvious,  that  he  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  it  repeated.  If  they  had 
had  certain  information  of  the  hostile  in- 
tentions of  Russia,  and  the  object  which 
they  had  in  view,  were  not  attainable  by 
any  other  means,  •  he  agreed  that  Russia 
should  have  been.attacked.  It  had  been 
shewn,  that  the  object  sought  from  Den- 
mark could  not  have  been  obtained  with- 
out a  prompt  and  peremptory  force,  and ' 
that  that  object  was  of  the  highest  moment 
to  the  security  of  this  country.  An  at- 
tack upon  Cronstadt  might  have  been 
productive  of  glory,  but  would  not  have 
diminished  the  maritime  means  that  could 
be  employed  against  us,  and  which  con- 
stituted our  danger.  Would  it  then  have 
been  wise,  or  politic,  or  safe,  to  have 
passed  the  harbour  of  Copenhagen,  which 
contained  20  sail  of  the  line,  that  would . 
instantly  become  the  instruments  of  the 
enemy's  vengeance  against  us,  in  order  to 
execute  a  barren  bravado  against  Cron- 
stadt^ where  we  could  obtain  but  three  or 
four  rotten  hulks.  It  was  true,  he  admit- 
ted, that  Russian  ships  of  the  line  had  pass- 
ed through  our  fleets,  and  we  had  the 
choice  of  attacking  them  ;  but,  awai^  of 
the  circumstances  by  which  the  emperor 
had  been  rendered  the  friend  of  France,  of 
the  disgusting  humiliations  to  which  he 
had  been  subjected  at  the  conferences  of 
Tilsit,  and  hoping  that  his  magnanimous 
spirit  jmight  still  Be  drivea  to  resistance 


and  aggression,  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
still  cherished  the  hope  that  the  emperor 
Alexaudier  would  retrace  his  steps,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  a  renewal  of  war  with 
France,  Goid  forbid !  but  in  order  to  con- 
sult the  true  interests  of  his  empire..  In 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  world,  a 
war  with  France  would  be  hopeless ;  but 
it  was  not  hopeless  that  the  spirit  and  dis- 
position of  his  people  might  bring  him 
bsick  to  better  councils.  They  had  strong 
^rounds  to  know  that  the  mtentions  of 
Russia  were  hostile,  but,  in  the  most  inau- 
spicious moment,  they  were  not  without 
expectations  of  altering  them.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  contended  that  this  pros- 
pect was  not  improved  by  calling  upon 
Russia  to  sanction  the  business  of  Copen- 
hagen ;  but  it  was  somewhat  strange,  that 
such  an  opinion  should  be  entertained,  by 
those  who  held  that  it  was  of  no  consequence 
whether  a  mediator  was  friendly  or  not. 
He  could  assure  ihe  right  hon.  gent,  that 
the  note  of  baron  Budberg,  which  he  im- 
puted to' some  French  intelligence  respect^ 
ing  the  tranactions  at  Copenhagen,  was 
not  produced  by  any  such  cause.  The 
business  at  Copenhagen  had  been  known 
at  St.  Petersburgh  on  the  22d  July,  a  week 
before  that  note  was  written ;  znd  if  gen- 
tlemen reflected,  that  general  Savary  dic- 
tated to  the  emperor  of  Russia  in  his  ca- 
pital, they  might  easily  account  for  the 
asperity  of  any  Note  which  might  have 
been  submitted  to  his  inspection.  All  ac- 
counts agreed  in  representing,  that  the 
mind  of  the  court  of  Russia  was  alienated 
from  this  country,  and  one  might  easily 
conceive  a  reason  for  that  alienation.  The 
expectation  of  assistance  from  this  coun- 
try, no  matter  whether  well  or  ill  founded, 
was  the  cause,  not  of  the  peace  of  Tilsit, 
but  of  the  temper  in  which  it  was  conclud- 
ed, when  the  military  disasters  had  render- 
ed that  peace  necessary.  Out  of  twenty 
di^atches  received  from  our  ambassador 
with  the  emperor,  there  was  not  one  in 
which  he  did  not  say,  ^'  Send  assistance, 
or  Russia  will  fail  you ;  make  a  diversion, 
which  will  take  part  of  the  weight  of  war 
off  Russia,  or  she  will  withdraw  from  it.'' 
As  to  the  charge,  that  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  was  the  cause  of  the  hosti- 
lity of  Russia,  he  contended  on  the  au- 
thority of  our  ambassador  at  Petersburgh, 
that  the  fact  was  not  so ;  but  he  could  al- 
so refer  to  the  authority  of  another  noble 
pierson,  who  had  an  ample  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  truth  of  what  ne  here  ad- 
vanced, and  he  should  do  this  with  the 
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more  satisfaction,  because  of  some  ru- 
mours he  had  heard,  that  that  noble  per- 
son (lord  Hutchinson)  had  declared  an 
opinion  since  his  return  to  this  country, 
that  the  Expedition  to  Copenhagen  was 
the  causti  of  the  hostility  of  Russia.  The 
right  honi  secretary  here  read  an  extract 
from  a  dispatch  from  lord  Hutchinson, 
dated  Memel,  20th  of  July,  and  stating, 
that  there  were  many  Secret  Articles  in 
the  treaty  of  Tilsit ;  that  the  predominant 
party  in  the  Russian  court  was  French, 
but  that  the  rational  part  of  the  nation  was 
against  a  war  with  England — that  it  was 
probable  the  Secret  Articles  related  to 
Turkey,  and  to  the  shutting  of  the  Russian 
ports  against  England,  in  the  event  of  the 
failure  of  a  negociation  within  a  limited 
time.  This  extract  would  be  sufficient 
to  do  away  any  impression  that  the 
rumours  to  which  he  alluded  might 
have  made,  as  if  the  noble  writer  of  the 
dispatch  really  attributed  the  hostility 
of  kufisia  to  the  business  at  Copenhagen. 
Hoping  for  a  change  of  circumstances, 
they  had  thought  it  better  to  afford  tb  the 
Russian  government  an  opportunity  of  re- 
leasing itself  from  the  embarrassing  engage- 
ments into  which  it  had  unfortunately  enter- 
ed at  Tilsit ;  and  when  he  considered  the 
nature  of  the  policy  and  practice  of  that 
court,  when  he  contemplated  the  anxiety 
which  it  had  always  manifested  to  main- 
tain its  rank  as  Protector  of  the  North  of 
Europe,  and  the  tenacity  with  which  it 
fitili  fondly  wished  to  cling  to  that  cha-^ 
racter,  he  could  not  suppose  a  case  in 
which  every  feeling  of  its  pride  and  am- 
bition could  be  so  completely  gratified  as 
in  the  submission  of-  our  difierences  with 
Denmark  to  the  mediation  of  Russia  as 
Arbitress  of  the  North.  She  could  thus 
say  to  herself,  the  sea  of  which  I  am  Pro- 
tectress has  been  violated  ;  but  those  who 
have  violated  it  are  placed  in  my  hands, 
subject  to  my  mediation.  This  was  the 
light  in  which  he  was  confident  the 
application  to  Russia  to  mediate,  would 
be  considered  by  every  person  who 
was  a  friend  to  the  true  interests  of 
Russia,  and  it  was  so  considered,  until 
the  overbearing  influence  of  gen.  Savary 
altered  the  tone  of  the  Ru^ian  cabinet. 
But  it  had  been  said,  why  not  attack  Cron- 
stadt,  and  insult  the  emperor  in  his  own 
capital  ?  There  was  a  great  party,  or 
rather  the  majority  of  the  bettermost  peo- 
ple in  Bossia  who  were  anxious  for  British 
connection ;  but  whatever  might  be  the 
partiaUtiet  of  such  persons,  they  nust  all 


feel  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  their  coun« 
try,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  desir- 
able to  destroy,  by  ah  unprofitable  attack 
upon  the  national  feelings,  the  nascent  po« 
pularity  of  this  country.  We  had  the 
right  unquestionably,  but  it  was  a  different 
question,  whether  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  we  ought  to  exercise  it ;  be- 
sides, the  object  was  not  worth  the  cost  and 
pain  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  it  would  have  infallibly  disgusted 
those  who  would  be  likely  to  bring  back 
Russia  to  her  real  interests.  Those  gen- 
tlemen who  admitted  that  a  knowledge  of 
the  designs  of  France,  and  of  the  weak- 
ness of  Denmark,  would  justify  the  expe-  * 
dition,  seemed  to  forget  the  admission,  and 
to  urge  the  broad  principles.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly just,  that  if  there  were  a  com- 
munity of  states  in  Europe,  the  weaker 
states  ought  to  be  as  secure  from  aggres- 
sion, as  the  more  powerful  ones..  This 
was  a  principle  which  had  never  been 
denied.  But  gentlemen  applied  this 
principle  which  properly  belonged  to 
that  state  of  Europe,  in  which  the  rights 
of  all  were  secured  by  the  sanctity  of  pub- 
lic law ;  and  even  the  weakest  were  pre- 
served from  aggression  or  insult,  if  not  by- 
immediate  protection,  at  least  by  con- 
flicting interests.  But,  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  morality,  it  was 
rather  strange,  that  he  should  have  for- 
gotten the  moralities  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. In  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
whatever  miseries  might  be  produced, 
whatever  calamities  endured,  whatever 
atrocities  committed,  by  the  permission  of 
that  Providence  in  whom  we  live,  breathe, 
and  have  otir  being,  the  whole  responsibi- 
lity must  rest  upon  him,  who  is  the  sole 
author  of  them.  Ther^  was  not  now  a 
community  of  states  in  Europe,  connect- 
ed by  the  solemnity  and  sanction  of  pub- 
lic law,  protecting  and  protected  by  the 
influence  of  the  principles  of  equal  justice, 
and  a  mutual  sense  of  reciprocal  rights  ; 
there  was  but  one  devouring  state,  that 
swallowed  up  every  one  that  it  could 
bring  within  its  grasp,  and  that  so  far 
from  respecting  the  rights  and  indepen- 
dence of  other  nations,  reduced  all  to  in- 
discriminate subjection,  rendering  them 
alike  subservient  to  its  designs  against  thit 
country.  Buonaparte  now  dictated  to  all 
the  nations  of  the  continent,  and  had 
erased  every  vestige  of  public  law  in  Eiv 
n^e.  He  could  not  but  be  surprised 
then,  to  find  gentlemei^  when  censurinf^  a 
measure  which  had  proved  the  salvation 
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of  tbe  Gountiy,  [hear^  hear  !] — ^he  should 
repeat,  that  it  had  saved  us  from  the  im- 
xament  dangers  that  menaced  iis,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  gientlemen  compare  such  a  measure 
with  antiquated  crimes  in  which  we  had 
noshare^  for  which  we  had  incurred  no 
responsibility.  Was  it  to  be  contended,  that 
in  a  mom^ent  of  imminent  danger  and  im- 
pending neces8ity>we  should  have  abstained 
fr<Mn  that  course  which  prudence  and  po- 
licy dictated,  in  order  to  meet  and  avert 
those  calamities  that  threatened  our  secu- 
rity and  existence,  because  if  we  sunk 
under  the  pressure,  we  should  have  the 
consolation  of  having  the  authority  of 
Pufl»ndorf  to  plead  ?  But  the  conduct  that 
had  been  adopted  on  this  occasion,  was 
not  without  precedent  or  example.  In 
the  yeai'  1801,  the  island  of  Maaeira  had 
been  taken  possesion  of  by  our  govern- 
ment f^r  fear  it  should  fall  into  the  hand^ 
of  the  French.  Yet  Portugal  was  a  neutral 
nation,  and  had  always,  by  way  of  pre-emi- 
nence, been  slyled  the  old  and  ancient 
ally  df  EnglancU  The  capture  of  Madeira 
had  beien  effected  without  any  previous 
comrouxiication  to  the  court  of  Lisbon. 
Undoubtedly,  instructions  had  been  sent 
to  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Lisbon,  to 
request  that  an  order  should  be  sent  to  the 
governor  to  surrender  the  island  in  good 
will.  The  instructions  arrived  at  Lisbon 
about  th6  time  that  the  troops  arrived  at 
Madeira,  and  the  island  was  consequently 
taken  by  force,  before  any  orders  could 
have  b«>en  sent  out  to  surrender  it.  Where 
had  Portugal  at  that  time  a  fleet  that 
couk}  convey  troops  for  the  invasion  of 
these  islands,  or  if  she  had  that  fleet,  what 
expedition  could  be  sent  by  her  that 
would  ;not  (be  defeated  by  the  valour  and . 
intrepidity  of  ou^  seamen?  He  did  not 
mean  to  condemn  the  capture  of  that  is- 
land, because  h^  knew  that  it  might  be> 
lU^d  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  was,  justifiable 
iq>jon  the  grounds  of  probable  necessity  ; 
h«  adverted  to  the  transaction  only  as  a 
defence  against  the  |;enerality  of  the 
charge*  6ut  this  was  not  the  only  instance 
in  which,  mih  COiadnct  had  been  iprac- 
ti^ejA  jt9  neutral  f tates,  m.  which  it  had 
hfi^.  US$4  toward* ,  noutral  and  friendly 
powfers .;  n*y.  even,  there  was  an  instance 
ip  which  it  bad  .be^n  adopted  by  morality 
i|sejf  tpw/ards  a  friwdly  stat^,  fc  the  year 
lBO^,:i|h«qe  W  :be^  reports  of  its  being 
tb^'int^n^oppf  tbie  Fi^iigh  g9varament  to 
iliivad^.PAr^ugfdr  ^9,had  hio^olf no^dwitht 
of  4h^  l^rpfiiu^  liil^tiiaLQf  the  Fjr^ttoh 


government  to  prosecute  that  purpose,  and 
he  did  not  ^uesti<m  that  the  desisn  might 
have  been  in  contemplation  at  Uiat  time, 
but  it  did  not  appear  that  any  army  was 
assembled  for  the  purpose  at  Bayonne. 
He  admired  the  conduct  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  late  ministers  oh  the  oc- 
casion, he  apf^auded  their  spirit,  and  he 
felt  gratitude  for  the  manner  in  which 
their  proc^ieding  enabled  him  to  meet  the 
general  question  on  this  charge.  Here 
the  right  hon.  secretary  read  an  extract 
from  the  Instructions  given  by  the  late 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  earl  St.  Vincent, 
when  dispatched  to  Lisbon.  The  Listruc- 
tions  directed  the  noble  admiral's  atten- 
tion to  three  objects;  1st,  if  the  Portuguese 
government  should,  by  itself,  or  in  con- 
junction with  Spain,  be  disposed  to  de-* 
fend  the  country  against  the  French,  to 
promise  all  the  assistance  that  G.  Britain 
could  afford,  and  the  presence  of  a  re-^ 
spectable' naval  force  in  the  Tagus  would 
contribute  to  that  object ;  2dly,  if  that 
should  not  be  the  determination  of  the 
court,  and  the  government  should  embrace 
the  resolution  of  emigrating  to  the  Brazils, 
as  it  had  once  proposed  during  the  late 
war,  to  ofifer  them  the  assistance  of  a  Bri- 
tish naval  force,  under  the  protection  of 
which  alone  that  determination  could  be 
carried  into  efiect;  and,  lastly,  if  there 
should  not  be  vigour  enough  in  the  go- 
yemment,  to  adopt  either  of  these  resolu- 
tions, he  was  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
poi*t  of  Lisbon  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  French,  and  at  all  events  the  Portu- 
guese navy  was  to  be  secured ;  every  ves- 
sel of  which  that  was  serviceable,  was  to 
be  brought  off^  together  with  the  ships, 
goods,  and  persons  of  the  British  &ctory  at 
Lisbon,  and  also  the  court,  if  it  shoulcl  be 
so  disposed  :  for  the  execution  of  these  In- 
structions, the  troops  that  were  then  em- 
barking were  to  be  sent  to  him  with  all 
convenient  expedition,  but  he  was  not  to 
give  any  intimation  of  the  circumstance 
to  tjie  Portuguese  government,  nor  to  hold 
any  language  that  might  excite  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  French  minister,  or  lead  to  any 
measures  of  precaution ;  and,  as  it  might 
be  mecessary  to  employ  the  troops  imme- 
diately ou  their  arrival  in  order  to  secure 
a  strong  position^  he  was  to  have  the  ma- 
rines and  boats  of  the  fleet  constantly  in. 
readiness  for  that  service*  These  Instruc- 
tions wei^e  clear  in  their  tenor,  precise  in 
theitir  object,  imd  conclusive  as  to  the  ques- 
tion th^  under  cQQsideocatiQn.  If  an^ 
geutieman  vi^d  for  the  dooumeat  it 
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would  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  only 
sh3rnessthat  had  been  felt  in  producing  it 
before  was,  that  it  would  place  him  and 
his  colleagues  in  the  situation  of  convicted 
plagiarists,     [Hear I  hear!]    TTiesewere 
the  Instructions  that  had  been  given  by 
morality  itself,  and  the  only  diflference 
between  them  and  the  instructions  that 
had  been  given  by  the  present  government 
was,  that  the  latter  did  not  desire  that  the 
Brmy  should  be  introduced  in'  disguise. 
But  there  might  yet  be  one  qualification 
that  the  right  hon.  gent.  Iii^ould  apply  to 
Denmark,  namely,  that  her  conduct,  when 
she  M'aa  relatively  strong  to  weaker  neutral 
states,  did  not  merit  such  a  measure  against 
her.     What  had    that  conduct    been  ? 
When,  in  1801,  the  maritime  confederacy 
held  out    a  prospect  that  this   coimtry 
would  not  be  able  to  protect  its  allies, 
Denmark  treated  the  unprotected  neutral 
state  of  Hamburgh  with  the  most  violent 
oppression,  and  for  the  purpose  of  exclud- 
ing the  English  from  that  port.   The  same 
conduct  had  been  pursued  towards  Ratz- 
burg.   This  conduct  proved  that  Denmark 
had  no  very  strong  claims  for  forbear- 
ance.— ^But,  It  was  rather  strange,  that  those 
gentleoien,  who  blamed  government  for  not 
having  accepted  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
should  now  impute  it  as  a  ground  of  charge 
that  they  had  not  passed  by  Copenhagen 
in  order  to  attack  Cronstadt.    We  had 
the  right  to  attack  Russia,  but  had  we  no 
interest  in  forbearing  to    exercise  that 
right  ?    There  v^^re,  at  tlie  time,  in  the 
ports  of  Russia,  500  British  ships,  and 
6000    British    seamen,    and    gentlemen 
would  perceive,  that  these  formed  too  im- 
portant an  object  to  be  hazarded  for  the 
sake  of  the  few  hulks  that  might  be  obtain- 
ed at  Cronstadt :   besides,  the  fleet  which 
Russia  had  m  the  Mediterranean  was  a 
security  to  us  for  her  good   behaviour. 
And  here  he  would  take  occasion  to  con- 
tradict a  misrepresentation  th^t  had  taken, 
place  upon  the  subject  of  this  fleet.    The 
Russian  squadron  did  not  enter  the  Tagus 
by  order  from  the  govemmeftt,  biit  from 
sheer  distress,  and  becfeuse  all  the  ports  of 
the  enemy  were  so  closely  blockaded  by 
our  squadrons,  that  they  could  not  enter 
any  one  of  them.    This  squadron  was  first 
directed  to  touch  at  a  British  port,  and 
even  the  Rassito  ambassador  was  so  de- 
ceived with  respect  to  it,  that  he  had  kept 
here  a  frigat«  with  specie  on  board  for  the 
payment  of  that  very  fleet.    But,  if  that 
fleet  had  been  attacked,  what  aft  argu- 
flttat  might  yet  be  drawn  against  the  pre- 


cipitancy of  such  a  measure,  irom  the  cir«- 
cumstance  of  the  squadron  having  been 
directed  to  touch  at  a  British  port,  and  the 
Russian  ambassador  having  detained  the 
frigate  with  the  specie  for  the  pay  of  the 
crews !  He  had  intentionally  avoided  re- 
ferring to  any  thing  in  this  debate  but  what 
was  notorious ;  and  if  they  were  to  ask  why 
they  had  rested  their  defence  upon  precise 
information,  when  the   events  and  facts 
that  had  since  t!aken  place  had   amply 
justified  their  measure,  he  would  answer, 
that  they  had  stated  that  precise  ground 
because  it  was  true,  and  not  because  they 
thought  it  necessary  to  their  justification 
in  judging  of  the  case  before  the  house. 
If  any  more  evidence  should  be  thought 
necessary,  let  them  be  condemned,  for 
nothing  should  ever  extort  from  them  the 
source  whence  they  had  derived  their  in- 
formation.    If  gentlemen  should  say,  that 
this  course  was  contrary  to  the  {^^actice 
of  parliament,  he  would   go  to  the  Jour<-* 
nals,  to  prove  that  it  was  not  out  of  the 
usual  course  of  parliamentary  proceedings. 
Having  rescued  the  country  from  a  gi*eat 
and  imminent  danger,  he  would  trust  to 
the  (iase  as  it  stood,  and  he  had  no  doubt, 
but  that  the  condiict  of  ministers  would 
be  judged  deserving  of  approbation.     The 
house  ro  ight  j udge  of  the  extent  of  the  ser- 
vice  performed  by  contemplating  the  dis- 
tribution of  our  naval  force,  that  Qiight  be 
necessary  if  the  Danish  fleet  were  not  now 
in  our  possession. — ^As  to  what  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  said  of  the  increase  of  the 
danger  of  Sweden  by  the  Expedition,  he 
could  assure  him,  that  that  danger  was 
greatly  diminished  by  that  event>  and  so 
the  government  of  Sweden  felt  it.— -As 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  alluded  to  a  com- 
niunicatien  made  by  hint  to  Mr.  Rist,  the 
Danish  charg6  d'  afiaires>  he  would  briefly 
state  the  fiaict  to  the  house.    He  had  been 
commanded  by  his  majesty,  after  the  Da- 
nish fleet  had  been  surrendered,  to  make 
an  official  communication  to  that  gent)e^ 
many  desiring  that  he  might  procure  pow- 
ers iVom  the  Crown  Prince  to  negociate  an 
accommodation,  or  to  procure  passports 
for  a -minister  to  go  to  Kiel  for  that  pur- 
pose.    This  was  all  the  official  communi- 
cation ;  he  had,  however,  thought  it  right 
to  inform  Mr.  Rist  of  the  terms  upon 
which  the  accommodation  might  be  effect- 
ed. He  had  mentioned  then  the  period  of  S 
years>  as  that  which  might,  after  the  con- 
clusion "of  peacei    enable  ns   to  form  a 
judgment  of  the  stabiHty  4f  the  peace ; 
and  cortainly»  tlicfae  whe  had  witnessed 
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the  last  peace  must  be  sensible,  that  the 
period  was  not  too  long ;  for  in  18  months 
after  that  peace,  we  were  as  much  at  war 
as  before.  Considering  that  we  had  gained 
possession  of  the  fleet  by  force,  he  did 
not  think  the  stipulation  of  such  a  term 
any  insult,  and  he  had  proposed  either  to 
keep  the  fleet  in  deposit,  or  to  take  it  in 
purchase.  When  he  communicated  this 
fact  to  the  house,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  state  why  he  did  not  produce 
the  Papers!  As  all  negociations  were  re- 
sumed on  the  terms  upon  which  they  had 
been  last  broken  oil,  and  though  he  and 
bis  colleagues  had  thought  it  right  to  make 
such  offers  in  that  instance,  it  would  not 
follow,  that  they  should  be  disposed  to 
grant  the  same  conditions  at  a  ftiture 
period.  In  the  hope  of  some  such  ac- 
commodation his  majesty  had  even  been 
induced  to  delay  directmg  the  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  shipping,  as  well  as 
his  Declaration  of  war.  He  had  no  hesi- 
tation to  add,  that  eyery  stipulation  had 
been  required  that  could  be  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  Swedbh  territory.  But 
now  that  war  had  taken  place,  it  could 
not  be  contended  that  the  capture  of  the 
Danish  navy,  did  not,  pro  tanto,  diminish 
the  means  of  the  enemy,  whilst  it  added , 
to  our  means  of  security.  Buonaparte  well 
knew,  that  the  maritime  power  of  Great 
Britain  was  the  only  impediment  to  his 
uniyersal  aggrandisement.  He  would  not 
cfease,  therefore,  to  exhaust  all  the  means 
he  possessed  to  accomplish  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  his  ambition.  The  trial  he  would 
make,  and  it  was  only  by  making  it  and 
its  failure,  that  he  was  to  be  convinced  of 
the  inefficiency  and  fruitlessness  of  all  his 
designs.  He  would  destroy  all  commerce 
in  order  to  injure  this  country,  which  he 
identified  with  it :  * 

*^  Cedetetipse  man  vector:  nee  nautica  pinus 
Motabit  mercGs.'' — 
But  though  he  should  direct  the  whole 
accupiulated  force  of  his  vast  territories  to 
^is  purpose,  he  would  find  all  his  pro- 
jects frustrated,  until  he  could  make  all 
nations  independent  of  commerce,  in 
consequence  of  their  own  productions : 

**  Omnis  feret  omnia  tellus.'^ 
By  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  the 
means  of  the  enemy  had  been  reduced, 
'  and  the  security  of  the  country  augment- 
ed. Those  who  thought  the  policy  of 
that  measure  weak,  and  its  execution  un- 
just, .w)6uld  certainly  vote  against,  him.* 
But  he  could  not  consider  it  a  manly  \tray 
io  take  the  divunon  upon  the  motion  for 


Papers,  and  not  on  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion, merely  because  some  few  would  vote 
for  the  Papers  who  would  not  support  a 
motion  for  censure.  Conscious  of  the 
principles  upon  which  he  and  his  col- 
leagues had  acted,  and  of  the  advantages 
resulting  to  the  country  therefrom,  trusting 
to  the  justice  and  the  good  sense  of  the 
house,  for  a  confirmation  of  the  universal 
sentiment  of  the  country  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers  upon  the 
present  transaction,  he  should  submit  to 
Its  decision,  a«d  meet  the  motion  with  a 
direct  negative. 

Mr.  Wmdiiam  rose  to  make  some  obser- 
vations on  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary.  He  was  astonished  beyond 
measure  at  some  parts  of  that  speech ; 
even  though  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  to 
it  m  general  that  sort  of  merit — ^the  only 
species  it  could  pretend  to— -which  was  ne- 
cessary to  cover  a  total  want  of  just  infer-r 
ence  or  correct  statement.  The  right  hon. 
secretary  had  alluded  to  certain  transac- 
tions of  the  late  administration.  He  said, 
^ote  sent  a  fleet  to  Portugal  to  prevent  the 
Portuguese  navy  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  tse  sent  a  fleet  to 
the  Sound  to  prevent  the  Dani^  fleet 
from  being  appropriated  to  the  same  ser- 
vice. The  tact  was  so.  But  the  differ- 
ence was,  that  we,  having  it  equally  in  our 
power,  did  not  persist  in  the  intention,  and 
that  they  did.  Tliis  the  right  hon.  gent, 
called  a  failure.  A  failure  with  him  was, 
a  refusal  to  do,  what,  however  easy  in  the 
execution,  you  did  not  consider  as  right ; 
and  an  inconsistency  was,  the  blaming 
others  for  doing  that,  which,  in  precisely 
similar  .circumstances,  you  had  refused  to 
do  yourselves.  We  had  heard  of  the  de- 
signs of  France  on  the  fleet  of  Portugal, 
just  as  the  hon.  gent,  had  of  her  designs 
on  the  fleet  of  Copenhagen.  We  had  it 
moreover  on  the  declaration  of  Buona- 
parte himself,  who  was  pretty  apt  to  keep 
nis  word  in  these  matters.  But  as  we 
were  folly  determined  not  to  proceed  to 
an  extremity  of  this  sort,  but  upon  the 
clearest  as  well  as  most  certain  necessity, 
we  confined  ourselves,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  measures  of  proper  precaution ;  and,  the 
necessity  not  appearmg,  withdrew  from 
the  intention  altogethet* — ^But  would  there 
have  been  no  difference  in  the  measures 
themselves?  Besides  that  the  presumption 
of  danger  was  greater  firom  a  French  army 
at  Bayonne  than  from  the  French  army  in 
Holst^in^  there  was  a  difference  betweea 
the  two  measures  that  was  vital.    The 
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right  hoa.  gent,  therefore,  had  no  reason 
to  exult  in  a  comparison  which  made 
against  him,  and  he  might  address  him  in 
the  words  of  the  poet— 

'*  Can  nothing  but  thine  own  reproach, 
"  Serve  for  a  motto  for  thy  coach.*' 
The  Portuguese  fleet  was    not  to  have 
been  seized  by  earl  St.  Vincent,  till  Por- 
tugal had  refused  our  assistance  to  defend 
her  territory  ;  till  advices  should   have 
been  received  of  the  actual  entrance  of  a 
French  army  into  Portugal,   and  till  it 
should  be  manifest  to  all  ^he  world,  and 
particularly  to  the  Portuguese  themselves, 
th?it  if  we  did  not  take  possession  of  the 
dhips,  they  would  be  seized   by  France. 
Ite  allowed  that  the  collusion  of  the  neu- 
tral state,  or  the  inability  to  resist  appre- 
hended force,  was  a  sulhcient  reason  for 
securing  the  means  of  that  neutral  from 
the  grasp  of  the  enemy.    But  the  neces- 
sity should  be  evident.     Because  the  ne- 
cessity was  not  evident,  the  late  ministers 
had  not  acted  at  Lisbon.     The  necessity 
was  as  little  evident  when  the  present  mi- 
nisters acted   at  Copenhagen.     The  new 
system  of  morality  was,  it  seemed,  to  be 
acted  upon  by  bis  majesty's  ministers  in 
eveiy  instance,  not  only  in  their  public 
acts  and  papers,  but  in  their  statements  in 
that   house.    The    scholars  'of   the    old 
school  stated  as  fact,  only  what  they  knew 
to  be  true.     The  present  ministers  stated, 
as  fact,  not  only  what  they  knew  to   be 
false,  but  what  they  knew  must  be  stated 
and  proved  to  be  so  in  five  minutes  after 
their  assertion. — ^The  right  hon.  gent,  asked 
in  very  big  terms,  why  those  who  attacked 
Alexandria  ^d  Constantinople  opposed 
the  expedition  to  Co4)enhagen  ?  But  he 
should  ask,  who  attacked  a  neutral  and 
unoffending  nation?  Now,  had  the  right 
hon.  gent,  adhered  to  fact,  he  woiild  have 
been  deprived  of  nine  tenths  of  his  argu- 
ment.    The  troops  .that  were   to   go  to 
Egypt  from  Sicily  were  to  wait  for  orders 
from  Constantinople,  announcing  to  them 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  before 
they  made  any  hostile  attack.     It  might 
be  part  of  the  new  morality*  to  make  state- 
ments of  thb  inconsiderate    kind.     He 
might   go  to  the  long,    animated,   and 
lively  speech  he  had  heard,  in  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  travelled  over  so 
much  ground  without  coming  to  the  point, 
amusing  himself  in  his  progress  with  accu- 
sations Qiat  were  unfounded,  and  epigrams 
that  were  nothing  to  the  purpose ;  but  if 
the  matter  were  considered,  his  three  hours 
might  be  well  reduced  to  a  quarter  of  an 
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hour,  and  his  immense  folio  to  a  dc 
sexto.  But,  after  all  the  graces  of  motioj 
gesture,  and  all  the  extreme  labour  in 
storm,  the  sort  of  beating  against  a  h< 
sea  to  prove  the  necessity  of  his  case, 
fortunately  for  hira,  the  right  hon.  ^ 
arguments  would  not  tell  against  the 
ter  of  fact.     He  said,  and  so  might  he, 
France  intended  to  get  the  Danish  na^ 
but  still  th^  argument  was  notsatisfact 
All  he  attempted  to  prove  against 
mark  was  a  terror   of  Buonaparte — i 
which  many  great  powers  had  felt,  and 
yet  feel.     But  he  could  not  say  the  Cr< 
Prince  -would  have  been  a  willing 
fice  ;  that  he  wished  to  shut  his  ports,! 
was  disposed  to  give  his  fleet  to  Fran| 
The  construction  to  be  put  on  his  cond 
was  the  contrary.     He  did  what  he  coi 
and  was  with  his  army  in  Holstein ; 
was  there  up  to  the  period   of  our  ex[ 
dition.     The  right  hon.   gent,  argued  tl 
point  at  some   length,  and  then  came 
the  supposition  that   he  might  have  sul 
mitted  to  France,  though  we  see  no  gol 
reason  why  he  might  not  have  defend! 
his  independence,  and  have  died   in  t] 
last  dyke,  and  found  Danes  to  die  wi| 
him  in  their  country's  defence.     Weli 
but  if  he  had  submitted  ?  To  that  he  h 
one  general  answer :  better  let  Buonapar] 
take  the  fleet  than  we.     Even  if  he  had 
greater  certauity  of  that  matter,  he  shoul 
say  so  still.     Let  them  go.     Had  wetak< 
the  Portuguese  fleet,  it  would  not  Jia^ 
been  under  the  same  circumstances,  ai 
the  transaction  must  haVe  assumed  a  ver, 
different  character.     But  gentlemen  opp< 
site  could  not  understand  this  sort  of  prini 
ciple.    No  wonder ;  because  they  seeme 
to  have  no  feeling  for  national  honour,  no 
regard  for  the  rights  and  laws  of  natiori> 
If  the  late  ministers  had  taken  the  fleet  i\ 
Lisbon,  we  should  have  lost  no   honoui 
Yet  he   (Mr.  W.),  though  acting  in  th( 
cabinet  at  that  time,  never  acceded   Xa 
any  measure  with  more  doubt  and  reluc 
taiice  than  he  did,  even  to  that,  guarded  ai 
it  was! — He  again  declared  that  he  vvoulii 
sooner  have  seen  the  Danish  fleet  in  Buo- 
naparte's hands  than  in  ours,  under  all  th( 
circumstances    in  which,  we  had   seizec 
upon  it.  He  then  entered  into  the  questioi 
of  right,  and  contended  that  we  had  none 
except  on  a  presumption  that  would  justify 
us  in  the  seizure  of  any  neutral  whatsoevei 
Then>  what  was  the  policy  ?  But  we  mns 
discuss  the  right,  and  then  go  to  the  polic; 
as"  a  separate  ground  of  argument.     Th 
right'in  this  case  blended  itself  with  th 
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policy,  since  in  fact  Recessity  was  only  a 
superior  ground  of  policy.     Now,  in  this 
case,   there  was  no  right  distinct  from 
policy.     If  collusioji  could  be  made  out,  if 
it  could  be.  proved  that  Denmark  only  wore 
a  mask,   then    a    belligerent  would    be 
al^le   to    manifest  and    establish  a  right. 
But  the  question   stood '  upon  an  expe- 
diency, amounting,  as  it  certainly  must, 
to  a  necessity,  and  we  must  try  that  ques- 
tion before  a  jury  of  the  country.     Was 
it  politic  to  a  degree  of  necessity  ?  The 
character   of   this  important  transaction 
must  stand  upon  its  necessity.    What  was 
that  necessity,  that  could  justify  our  go- 
vernment  in  inflicting  upon   the  Danes 
such  severe  calamities — the  destruction  of 
a  great  part  of  their  city — the  loss  of  so 
many  lives  of  unoffending  individuals,  of 
all  d#scriptious — the  variety  and  pressure 
of  miseries  ?  If  it  did  not  stand  on  neces- 
sity, how  criminal  was .  it  to  violate  the 
law  of  nations,  and  to  commit  such  offences 
against  the  whole  civilized  world  ?  What 
was  it  but  an  attack  on  the  whole  co^e  of 
roles,  laws,  and   usages,    by  which   the 
civilized  world  was  governea — a  code*  ad-r 
verse  indeed,  often,  to  the  interfests  of  pow- 
erful and  ambitious  states,   but  therefore 
the  more  necessary  to  be  maintained  with 
as  strict  an   adherence  as  possible — the 
defence  and  the  only  defence  of  the  fee- 
ble against  the  powerful  (often  infringed 
upon,  it  was  true),  but,  upon  the  whole,' 
greatly*  conducive  to   the  interests  and 
to  the  happiness  of  mankind  at  large.     It 
was  peculiarly  becoming  this  country  to 
hold  it  sacred.     Before  we  proceeded  to^ 
this  desperate  step,  could  "we  prove  our 
right  upon  necessity  ?  Think  of  our  re- 
putation.    As  far  as  reputation  was  con- 
cerned, and  that  was  a  great  matter,  re- 
putation was  all  in  all,  and  that  depended 
on  what  people  would  think  and  say  .of  us 
all  over  Europe.     So  great  was  reputation, 
that  we  had  better,  in  a  view  of  policy,  do 
Clie  worst  thing  in  the  world,  than  the 
best,    if  appearances   would  be    in  our 
favour :  though  he  was  no  advocate  for 
such  morals.     The  law.  of  nations  existed, 
however,  upon  the  agreement  of  common 
sense,  and  the  approbation  of  a*  general 
wisdom  and   general  feeling.     It  was  a 
joint  stock  concern  for  the  benefit  .of  all. 
its  support  was  a  sort  of  voluntary  contri- 
bution from  all  nations.     When  a  great 
nation  like  this  acted,  contrary  to  it,  it 
acted  under  the  awful,  the  ten- fold  respon- 
sibility of  acting  for  its  own.  selfish  inter- 
ests against  the-  feelings,  and  the  interesti 


of  all  mankind.     He  was  convinced  that 
all  discerning  people  roust  see  that  at  the 
best  we  had  acted  on  doubtful  grounds  : 
he  should  rather  say  on  none  at  all.     Mi" 
nisters  had  now  abandoned  the  pretext 
of  the  seci-et  articles  of  Tilsit.     He  was 
very  sorry  to  go  farther,  and  to  say  that  he 
could  not  give  that  degree  of  credit  to  our 
official  and  public  declarations  which  he 
was  wont  to  do,  and  which  he  earnestly 
desired  to  do.     But  this  he  supposed,  was 
the  consequence  of  our  new  morality.  This 
was  a  fair  sample  of  the  new  mode  of  fight- 
ing Buonaparte  with  his  own  weapons. 
Did  this  tell  any  thing  in  our  favour  for 
violating  a  neutral  nation  ?  The  question 
of  policy  involved  the  right,  and  oo  neces- 
sity alone  the  question  must  rest.     Other 
arguments  vi-ere  used ;  so  low  and  so  mean, 
but  unfortunately  so  successful  as  to  gain 
the  favour  of  the  small  vulgar,  and  the 
great  vulgar.     It  was  interest.     The  prin- 
ciple of  action  was  fear  :  not  arising  from 
prudence,  fore-thought,  and  self-posses- 
sion :  not  from  the  notionof  him  who  braves 
a  present  danger,  to  atvoid  a  future  and 
contingent  .one.     When  he  mentioned  the 
poor   fleeting    transitory    gain,    he    was 
sharply  told  that  it  was  not  the  actual  value 
of  the  acquisition ;  but  the  probability  of 
its  being  turned  against  us  for  our  de- 
struction next  season.     What  I  should  we 
be  told  that  we  were  to  give  ourselves  up 
to  hatred,  and  dishonour,  and  reproach,  in 
perpetuity,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  the 
comparatively  little  contingencies  of  the 
next  summer  ?  These  dangers  would  con- 
tinue, or  be  par-tially  lulled,  till  new  dan- 
gers ripened  and  burst  upon  us.    The 'rou- 
tine of  aftairs  might  ^em  to  go  on  as 
before,  but  not  so  the  policy  ;  not  so  the 
character   of  the   country !    What  shall 
we  think  when   we  find   that  we   have 
created   the   hatred  of  nations   for  ge- 
nerations to  come,   who  will  constantly 
remember  our  misdeeds  when  they  be- 
hold   the   monuments  of  our  ravages — 
when  they  point  at  the  sad   memorials 
of  their  destruction — ^when  they  see  the 
remains  of  their  public  edifices  ;  of  that 
beautiful  church,  which  was  the  pride  of 
their  capital,  an  awful  ruin — when  the 
recollection    of  our   bombardment    was 
rendered  perpetual  by  the  melancholy  sen- 
timent inspired   by  the  eternity  of  the 
tomb  ?  llie  church  might  fall,,  but  the 
ruins  would  remain,  to  he  viewed  by  all 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  be  exhibtted  by 
them  as  a  spectacle  to  travellers  and  nayir* 
gaters^for  th^ir  exeoration^of-tliQie  wh^ 
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committed  .the ^  ravage,   their  scdm   of 
their  proiiered  alliance,  and  their  pity  for 
the    unfortunate    sufferers  !     A   patriotic 
Ihuie  might  leave  his  money,  not  to  build, 
but  to  keep  in  repair  the  ruins  we  had 
made — to  excite  a  recollection  of  the  trans- 
action, and  the  abhorrence  of  this  country 
for  the  injury  done  to  Denmark  by  its  go- 
vernment.    In  this  policy  he  feared  we 
had   been  playing  a  losing  game.     If  it 
was  illiberal,  low,    and  degi-ading,  what 
could   be  said  in  its  justification?  Some 
might  be  enamoured  •  of  it  by  the  love  of 
plunder,  and  some  might  weakly  cry  out, 
'  O  !  give  us  safety,  give  us  safety,  at  all 
events  r  The  value  of  our  gain  would  be 
•soon  gone  ;  but  our  loss,  he  feared,  was 
perpetual :  time  would  teach  some  of  the 
young  members  of  this  house,  by  her  awful 
lessons,  the  importance  of  justice,  and  the 
.punishments    that   awaited  its   violation. 
He  would  recommend  to  them  to  recollect 
the  lines  they  had  read  iA  their  spelling- 
books,  which  were  homely,  but  well  cal- 
culated to  shew  the  value  of  experience, 
*'  When  hoQse  and  land  are  gone  and  spent, 
''  Then  learning  is  most  excellent/' 
When    experience   and    reflection    shall 
have  taught  them  the  bad  eflects  of  injus- 
tice, they  would,  perhaps,  recollect  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  the 
hard  lessons  they  ai*e  to  be  taught.  He  was 
amazed  to  hear    the   acclamations  with 
.  which  the  declaration  had  been  received, 
and  shocked  to  hear  the  loud  support  given 
to  the  right  hon.  gent,  by  his  friends  for 
the  act  he  had  justified  and  assumed  merit 
to  himself  for  performing.     There  was,  in 
the  estimation  of  some,  a  sort  of  spirit  and' 
genius  in  going  out- of  the  usual  track,  and 
in*  breaking  through  all  those  rules  ivhich 
were  established  and  recognized,  because 
they  were  materi^ly  usenil  to  the  world. 
He  recollected  a  sentiment  in  the  letters 
of  Junius  that  was  somewhat  applicable  ;. 
'  Good  faith  and  folly  had  been  so  long  in 
opposition,  that  the  reverse  was  now  in 
iasnion;  and  the  man  without  principle 
was  considered  as  a  man  of  ability.'  There 
Was  ao  victory  so  easy,  as  a  victory  over  ] 
morality.     It  was  open  to  every  invader. ' 
It  made  little  w  no  resistance.     Obliga- 
tions and  restrictions  were  as  easy  to  op- 
pose as  air  to  those  who  were  resolved  to 
encooDter  theih^  But  he  feiired  the  power 
of  their  re-acti6n  upon  the  long  run.    Ge- 
nerally, the  anthers  might  esc^e,  nobody 
loiew  how,  or  perhaps  enquired  where : 
bm  the  country  might  be  lost  What  they 
«aUed  a  nbble  sally  of  cidventutrous  mmdi 


mi^t  cost  others  tears  of  wlood.  Such 
systems  he  detested.  He  never  could  en- 
dure that  shocking,  disgraceful,  Spanish 
war,  with  all  its  plunder :  the  ships  were 
kuQwn  to  be  at  sea  richly  laden,  and  we 
attacked  them  for  the  plunder.^  He  would 
grant  that  we  had  got  an  'abundance  of  ' 
dollars ;  but  the  consequences  might  come 
years  afterwards ;  and  the  misfortune  was, 
that  people  did  not  always  trace  therti  back 
to  their  true  causes.  How  did  we  know 
•  that  the  present  degraded  state  of  Spain 
was  not  owing  to  that  piratical  transaction  ? 
The  right  hon.  secretary  vapoured  and 
bragged  of  what  he  had  done,  and  some 
others  had  been  found  to  add  their  boast- 
ings. They  talked  flippantly  about  former 
losses— battles  of  Jena  and  Friedland ;  and 
mentioned  recent  exploits,  such  as  that  of 
Copenhagen !  This  was  all  very  pretty ; 
but  we  were  suffering  the  shame.  He 
had,  indeed,  hoped,  that  the  character  of 
this  country  would  have  been  maint^iined 
for  strict  adherence  to  justice,  and  that  it 
might  be  always  ^id  with  truth — • 

'*  Semper  honos  nomenque  tuom  laudesque 
manebant/' 
Though  the  name  may  remain  to  us,  and 
great  power  too,  yet  we  may  have  lost  our 
reputation,  our  honour,  and  our  glory. 
These  may  be  gone ;  and  we  may  become 
by  such  councils  '  a  reproach  and  a  bye- 
word  to  the  nations.'  Buonaparte  might 
say  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  "  I  have 
been  loudly  and  incessantly  accused.  But 
lyho  did  this  ?  It  is  England,  the  preacher 
up  of  public  law,  and  public  morals  and 
social  order?"  See  what  morality  has 
done  !  Foreign  nations  might  answer,  '^  Is 
that  indeed  England,  who  valued  herself 
upon  her  character  ?  Why,  "  old  Cato  is, 
as  great  a  rogue  as  you.'*  He  wanted  to 
hear  from  some  of  the  learned  doct6|:s  and 
sages  of  the  law  on  the  other  side  of  tho 
house — our  wise  men  who  had  studied  long 
and  deeply,  and  had  preached,  expounded, 
and  enforced  the  general  duties  of  law 
and.  public  morals ;— -he  wanted  to  hear 
from  them,  whether  all  that  had  been  hi- 
therto received  and  acknowledged  was  to 
be  considered  as  foolishness*  He  should 
like  to  know  what  they  thougli^  bf  the  new 
doctrines  of  their  associates.  Were  they 
prepared,  like  Prospera  in  the  play,  to 
break  their  wands,  to  tliro w.  off  their  wigs 
and  gowns,  and  to  baiy  ih^'ir  books  ?'  or 
^ere  they  prepared  to  follov^1;he  example 
of  the  lady,  so  much  talked  c^f  aitayy  years 
ago,  who  threw  aVray  her  camphor,, bag, 
and  exclaimed,  ''^  Adieu,  virtue  I,  welcome 
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pleasure  !"  He  wanted  to  hear  them  de- 
liver their  opinions  in  this  house  on  a  sub- 
ject of  such  great  and  paramount  im- 
portance.— ^Tlie  right  hon.  gent,  then  pro- 
ceeded in  his  argument  to  shew  that  no 
honourable  acciuittai  could  be  •given  to 
ministers  *for  tne  seizure  of  the  Danish 
fleet,  without  fuller  information,  and  that 
it  was  not  a  want  of  information,  but  some- 
thing "worse,  that  he  chietly  complained 
of.  He  condemned  severely  the  conduct  of 
the  right  hon.  seer,  of  state  in  withholding 
that  sort  of  infovmation  which  the  house 
ought  to  have,  and  which  was  absolutely 
necessary.  He  never  knew  the  house  so 
contumaciously  treated.  Ministers  put  cri- 
minal intentions  into  their  bill,  but  they 
could  not  and  would  not  stand  to  that 
charge,  neither  could  they  charge  collu- 
sion. He  again  condemned  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen,  as  a  war  of  plunder,  and 
declared^  that  the  only  way  left  for  him, 
in  his  individual  capacity  to  act,  towards 
wiping  out  the  stain  inflicted  on  the  coun- 
try, was  to  avow  publicly  his  sincere  and 
pointed  condemnation,  and  to  express  his 
heartfelt  regret,  at  the  measure  that  night 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Milnes  said,  that  after  the  discussion 
which  took  place  on  the  subject  on  a 
former  occasion,  he  had  waited  with  some 
degree  of  curiosity  to  hear  what  line  of 
argument  would  be  adopted  by  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  on  the  present  even- 
ing. He  was  not  a  little  mortified,  how- 
ever, to  find  that  they  had  advanced  scarce- 
ly any- thing  new ;  that  they  were  still  at- 
tempting .  to  assert  the  interests  of  every 
country  in  preference  to  those  of  England, 
and  to'  give  credit  to  the  assurances  of 
Buonaparte,  while  they  omitted  no  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  in  question  the  Declara- 
tions of  their  own,  sovereign,  or  his  mi- 
nisters. There  were,  to  be  sure,  some 
novel  points;  the  vight  hon.  gent,  who 
brought  forward  the  motion,  had  main- 
tained that' Denmark  alone 'was  able  to 
resist  the  whole  force  of  that  pow^r  which 
had,  with  very  few  exceptions,  laid  every 
nation  in  Europe  prostrate  at  its  feet. 
One  right  hon.  gentleman  had  reproached 
ministers  for  their  shabby  policy  in  not 
farther  extending  the  calamities  of  war : 
and-  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
had  told  the  house  that  he  would  rather 
have  seen  the  Danish  lleet  in  the  hands  of 
-Buonaparte  than  moored  in  an£Jnglish  port, 
lliese  were  a  few  of  the  novel^es  with 
which  the  house  were  to  be  compensated 
for  the  other  stale  topics  that  the  hon. 


gentlemen  had  urged  in  the  course  of  their 
speeches.    They  had  not,  however,  pro- 
duced the  effect  of  altering  his  opinion  in 
the  smallest  degree.   Much  had  been  said 
upon  the  abstract  principles  of  right  and 
wrong ;  but  those  principles,  it  ought  to 
be  considered,  were  eternal  and  immut- 
able, nor  could  any  information  render  an 
act  just  which  was  essentially  unjust.     It 
had  been  contended,  that  the  measure  now 
before  the  house,  was  wrong  upon  the  fece 
of  it.     But  he  would  ask,  if  there  was  not 
something  wrong  <fc  the  face  of  a  motion 
which  required  a  disclosure  of  information 
confidentially  communicated  ?  He  was  as 
great  an  advocate  for  tlie  correct  political 
morality  of  this  country  as  any  man  ;  but 
if  a  thing  was  wrong  in  itself,  no  disclosure 
could  make   it  right,  however  injurious 
that  disclosure  might  be  to  the  public 
service.  The  approbationof  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen would,  at  all  events,  be  extremely 
difficult  to  be  obtained ;  and  certainly  the 
risk  of  doing  injury  to  the  public  interests 
should  not  be  hazarded,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure so  precarious  a  benefit.     Unanimity, 
however  desirable,  would  be  dearly  pur- 
chased by  public  mischief.    The  present 
ministers  had  exalted  themselves  and  the 
country;    the    late    ministers    had  sunk 
themselves  and  the  country.    Was  this 
a  reason  why  the  present  ministers  should 
be  deprived  of  ^he  confidence  of  parlia- 
ment ?  He  maintained,  that  no  law  of  na- 
ture could  be  violated  by  the  measures 
taken  by  us  to  ensure  our  own  safety.    It 
was  the  most  flagitious  of  all  descriptions 
of  morality,  that  would  allow  the  oppor- 
tunity of  self-preservation  to  pass  by  un- 
improved.   He  could  not  countenance  the 
feelifigs  that  would  spare  Denmark  to  the 
destruction  of  Britain.     He  advised  the 
hon.  gentlemen,  instead  of  bringing  for- 
ward motions  of  this  description,  at  once 
to  propose  a  resolution  that  ministers  had 
lost  the  confidence  of  parliament.    In  this 
opinion,  he  believed,  they.w6uld  find  but 
a  small  proportion,  either  in  the  house  or 
out  of  the  house,  to  join  them.     They 
might,  indeed,  on  the  present  question,  find 
a  few  adherents  from  amongst  sotoe  gen- 
tlemen who  were  geaerally  supposed  to 
think  for  themselves,  or  to  have  entrusted 
their  opinions  to  a  certain  viscount,  no 
longer  a  member  of  that  house.    [Here 
the  hon.  member  was  called  to  order.] 
But  he  had  the  satisfiaiction  of  thinking, 
that   there  would   be   a  great  majoritv 
against  them,  equally  independent  witk 
those  to  whom  he  had  now  alluded. 
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country  into  an  approbation  of  their  mea- 
sures by  flattering  its  cupidity.  Thc^  lan- 
guage of  ministers  was,  that  they  had  at- 
chieved  a  splendid  enterprize,  and  there- 
fore that  every  thing  was  right.  He  did 
not  think  that  there  could  be  the  least  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  any  of  the 
documents  that  had  been  moved  for;  and  in 
bis  opinion  the  letters,  ej^tracts  from  which 
had  been  read,  ought  to  be  added  to  the 
number.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Garlicke,  lor 
instance,  stating  the  hostile  mind  of  Den-^ 
mark,  was  very  important.  It  was  impor- 
tant ialso  for' the  house  to  know,  upon 
what  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman  was 
founded,  that^  if  the  French  were  once  in 
possession  of  Holstein,  the  island  of  Zea- 
land must  necessarily  fall  into  their  power ; 
for  a  single  transport  with  a  few  Danish 
troops  escaping  the  vigilance  of  our 
cruisers,  and  passing  from  Jutland  to  Zea- 
land, was  no  more  an  argument  that  a 
French  army  could  pass,  than  a  French 
privateer  crossing  imobserred  froln  Bou- 
logne to  Dover,  would  be  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  shew  the  practicability  of  an  in- 
vasion of  this  country.  The  expedition  to 
the  Island  of  Madeira  some  years  ago,  had 
been  cited  as  a  case  siftiilar  to  the  present, 
but  he  utterly  denied  that  there  was  the 
smallest  analogy  between  them.  Portpgal, 
said  the  right  hon.  secretary,  was  not  then 
your  enemy,  but  your  ally,  and  if  you 
could  attack  your  ally,  surely  we  might 
attack  a  power  which  we  had  every  reason 
to  suspect  of  entertaining  hostile  inten- 
tions against  us.  But  the  right  hon.  se- 
cretary seemed  not  to  know,  or  at  least  to 
forget,  that  the  expedition  alluded  to,  was 
sent,  not  to  attack,  but  to  protect  an  ally 
at  a  time  when  there  were  British  troops 
in  Portugal,  to  repel  an  actual  invasion  of 
French  and  Spanish  troops.  He  could 
not  help  remarking  however,  that  it  was 
not  a  little  singular,  that  ministers,  while 
they  withheld  all  information  respecting 
the  late  expedition,  had  not  the  smallest 
scruple  in  disclosing  all  the  secrets  of  go- 
vernment for  the  last  seven  years. 

Mr.  John  Leslie  Foster  differed  from 
those  gentlemen  who  seemed  inclined  to 
confine  the  question  to  the  narrow  grounds 
of  any  private  information  v«^hich  ministers 
might  have  obtained,  respecting  the  views 
of  Denmark.  Much  stress  had  been 
laid  by  the  gentlemen  opposite,  on  the 
circumstance  of  ministers  not  having  com- 
plied vjrith  the  wish  expressed  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  whole  of  the  information 
which  led  th^m  to  undertake  the  late  expe- 


Mr.  Bathurst  reminded  the  hon.  gent. 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  it  would  have 
been  more  regular  in  him  to  have  waited 
till  the  members,  to  whom  he  had  just 
alluded,  had  stated  their  sentiments  upon 
the  present  question,  and  given  him  an 
opportunity  of  replying  to  what  they  ad- 
vanced. Upon  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  secretary  he  had  to  observe,  that  he 
had  endeavoured  to  draw  the  attention  of 
th«  house  from  the  question  how  before 
them,  and  to  bring  them  back  to  one  on 
which  they  had  already  come  to  a  deci- 
sionk  The  house,  in  its  address  to  the 
king,  had  co;icurred  in  congratfilating  his 
majesty  upon  the  success  of  the  expe- 
dition, arid  this  concurrence  was  obtained 
in  an  irregular  way,  and,  as  it  were,  by 
surprise.  The  question  now  before  the 
house  was  altogether  different,  nor  was  he 
t^  be  led  away  from  it  by  all  the  arts  of 
the  right  hon.  secretary.  Was  it  a  light 
matter,  that,  after  it  had  been  stated  in  a 
Declaration  given  in  the  name  of  the  king, 
that  the  secret  arrangements  at  Tilsit  had 
giveik  rise  to  the  attack  upon  Denmark, 
and  that  it  was  by  sacking,  the  port  and 
arsenal  of  Copenhagen,  that  government 
had  prevented  the  Danish  fleet  frcMn 
falling  into  the  power  of  Buonaparte,  that 
no  proofs  should  be.  given  of  the  truth  of 
these  allegations  ?  He  contended,  that 
if  parliament  failed  to  institute  an  enquiry 
into  such  circumstances,  it  would  be  want- 
ing in  its  duty.  It  was  pleaded,'  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  disclose  the  proofs  ;  but 
let  not  this  argument  of  danger  be  pleaded 
generally ;  let  ministers  tell  us  why  this 
or  that  specific  paper  cannot  be  granted. 
It  was  not  necessary  in  granting  any 
paper,  that  they  should  acquaint  the  house 
how  they  came  by  it.  Parliament,  he 
asserted,  never  had"  been  placed  in  such  a 
situation  before.  We  were  now  at  war 
with  Denmark,  and  no  communication  had 
yet  been  made  to  that  house  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  majesty  had  gone  to  war. 
The  right  hon.  secretary  would  not  surely 
plead,  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
greater  danger,  regularly  to  lay  the  docu- 
ments before  the  house,  thaii  to  stand  up 
and  read  them  in  his  place  as  he  had  done 
to  night ;  and  there  was  not  a  doubt  that  it 
was  much  more  parliamentary  that '  the 
hou9e  should  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
Papers  themselves.  If  he  was  convinced 
that  ministers  had  acted  upon  proper 
ffromids,  he  should  be  the  first  to  give 
ttiem  credit  for  what  they  had  done  ;  but 
he  did  not  think  it   fair  to  entrap  the 
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ditton  against  Cppenha^iea;  but'wbatever 
might  be  tiie  opinion  ot  certain  igentlemen 
as  to  the  propriety  of  having  more  docu- 
ments before  the  house  on  this  subjeet, 
he  certainly  thought  enough  was4nown  to 
justify  the  conduct  of  mmisters.  From! 
the  relative  situation  of  France  and  Den- 
mark, it  must  be  evident  to  any  person 
who  looked  at  the  question  without  pre- 
judice>  that  Denmark  could  not  resist  the 
power  and  influence  of  Buonaparte,  even  if 
she  were  seriously  disposed  to  preserve  her 
neutrality  ;  but  he  did  not  admit  that 
Denmark  was  at  the  time  firm  in  her 
resolution  to  oppose  France,  rather  than 
depart  from  the  line  of  policy  which  she 
had  observed.  Her  disposition  to  hostility 
was  manifested,  according  to  his  .infer- 
mation>  more  than  once  or  twice  against 
us.  In  the  very  streets  of  Copenhagen, 
a  short  time  before  our  attack,  an  ]£ig- 
lishman^could  not  walk  without  -the  risk 
of  -being  insulted,  and  told>  that  the  policy 
of  ISngland  had  always  been  to  shed  .the 
blood  .of  others,  ih  furtherance  of  her  own 
interest  exclusively.  Combining  this  evi- 
dence of  the  .public  mind,  obviously  under 
Fcench  influence,  with  the  conduct  of 
Bussia,  what  dottbt  could  be  entertained 
of  can  intention  to  form  a  hostile  xonfe- 
decac^^against  the  .naval  power  and  the 
indqiendeiice  of  this  country  ?  Under 
such  circumstances,  and  in  the  present 
degraded  state  of  Europe,  who  that  felt 
£br  the  wj&lfaie  and  glory  of  the  empire, 
but  .jnust  acknowledge  that  ministers 
o^ght  to  have  been  impeached  if  they 
had  suffered  the  enemy  to^plan  and  mature 
an. hostile  'combination,  which  they  had 
ihe  means  of  iiissipating.  SureW  it  ill 
became  Jrhose^hos&supineness  had  proved 
nearly. ruinous  to^us,;  who  had  done:no- 
&ing  for  the  como^on  oause,  except 
sendixug  a  miserable  ^subsidy  to  Prussia; 
-^. ill . became  such  men  to  be  the  ac- 
cuasES  oT  the  presejiit  administration,  it 
ill  became  th^se,  whq,  by  »their  .spiritlete 
inactivi^.,'had^iv»n4:i8e  to  the  fatal  ne- 
cessity, to  £ai^  at  ^.measore^iwhich  was 
absolutely  .tieceuaij^  to  <repair  the  mis-, 
chioifii  .icsttltdi^g  .fi«>m  4heir  jnisconduct. 
How4:umld  the  Jnose  .reconcile  ihe  con- 
duct ^ofcthasechaiqpions'Df  mondity  and 
^  justice,  .and  :their  j^rofessions-of  re^ct  for 
the  law  of  nations,  fwlth. their  attaok  on 
Alexandria  ?  £ut  thejyr  oould  not  bear  the 
contrast,  and  dierefiirie. they  naturally  at- 
ten^ted  to  question  .and  vilifv  the  bril- 
liancy of  on  aohievamtlU  which  ^reflected 
di^gra^xmlbairttiiiaiiiedile  ^KpeditioHs. 


It  had  been  stated  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  both  expeditions  had  been 
undertaken  on  the  same  ground  ;  but  if 
so,  which  he  did  not  admit,  certainly  there 
was  a  wide  difierence  as  to  the  result,  and 
therefore  the  present  ministers  gamed  by 
the  comparison.  On  the  whole,  he  was 
firmly  of  opinion^  that  administration  was 
entitled  to  the  support  and  gratitude  of  the 
cifcntry- 

Lord  Paltnenton  said,  that  af^er  the  very 
brilliant  and  -unanswered  speech  of  the 
right  hon,  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the 
insufficiency  of  the  reply  from  the  other 
side,  it  would  not  be  necessarj'-  for  him  to 
trouble  the  house  at  any  great  length  oti  the 
subject  then  under  discussion.  He  should 
set  out  with  stating,  that  he  conceived  it 
improper  to  disclose  the  information  which 
ministers  had  received  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause their  honour  was  pledged  to  pre- 
serve secrecy.  In  another  point  of  view 
also,  he  conceived  it  improper  to  make 
the  disclosure  required,  because  it  would, 
in  all  probability,  destroy  the  future 
sources  of  information.  But  beaked 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  what"eces- 
sity  exited  for  producing  such  documents 
and  information  as  had  been  called  for 
on  that  and  on  former  nights  ?  It  might, 
perhaps,  be  necessary  to  exhibit  them>  if 
there  was  no  other  ground  for  justifying 
the  attack  on  Denmark ;  but  unquestiona- 
bly, the  present  situation  of  Europe  and  the 
degradation  or  vassalage  of  its  sovereigns, 
ofl^cd,  most  unfortunately,  too  ready  and 
soHd  a  reason  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure.  Muoh  had  been  said  by  a  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  on  the  law  of 
nations,  on  right  and  policy;  he  was  as 
ready  and  willing  as  iay  man  to  pay  his 
tribute  of  respect  to  them,  and  to  recom- 
mend their  application  whenever  circum- 
stances would  permit  it ;  he  was  afraid, 
however,  that  although  much  talked  of, 
they  were  little  understood ;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was,  that  many  persons 
abused  the  terms,  ^d  took  one  for  the 
other.  In  the  present  instance^,  he  was 
glad  to  obseire,  that  we  did  not  ^u^end 
Ihem  without  necessity,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  we  4ised  them  in  c«aformity  to  the 
law  of  nature,  which  dictated  and  com- 
manded self  |>reservation.  This  was  pre- 
cisely a  oase  in  point  4  for,  as  was  con- 
ceded by  the  right  hton.  mover,  if  Denmait 
had  Ihewn  or  given  any  proof  of  hostility, 
directly  or  indiawctly,  against  tiiis  coun- 
tiry,  then  ^wnisters  wonki  *e  justified  ia 
iolUctiBg4inber4Sie  beaviefil|)iiBislu»nW 
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but  surely,  if-  the  house  just  considered 
that  Denmark  was  weak  and  France  power- 
ful, and  in  .possession  of  the  means  of 
forcing  her  into  a  confederacy -against  us, 
under  such  circumstances  covld  a  shadow 
of-  doubt  remain  as  to^  the  object  of  the 
enemy  being  accomplished'?  Wheft  the 
conduct  of  France  to  other  powers  v^^es 
considered,  and  the  ineapaeity  of  Den- 
mark to  reshsther,  our  success  must  be 
matter -of  exultation  to  every  one  who  re- 
garded the  Wessings  of  a  free  constktrtion. 
Did  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house  mean  tosay>  that  Buonaparte  would, 
in  the  instance  of  Denmark,  be  restrained 
by  a  sense  of  justice  and  morality  from 
perpetrating  against  her  those  aggres- 
sions and  spoliations  which  had-marked 
his  character  on  the  continent  ?  Was  it 
at  the  very  time  that  his  triumphant  le- 
gions were  returning  to  France,  that  Den- 
mark was  to  hope  for  an  exen»ption  .from 
the  calamities  of  waj*,  if-  she  refused  to 
comply  with  the  hostile  intentions  of  Buo- 
naparte ;  or  could  it  be  thought  that  such 
a  season  was  the  most  unfi-t  for  carrying 
his  rancorous  designs  into  effect  against 
us  ?  But  gentlemen  would  say,  that  as 
there  was  no  official  proof  of  such  hostility 
on  the  table,  therefore  the  assumption  was 
too  bold.  Without,  however,  entering 
into  the  ^question  of  positive  information, 
he  would  ask,  whether  it  was  not  evidence 
against  the  Crown  Rrince,  that  he  did  not 
attach  himself  to  England,  as  he  could  not 
maintain  his  neutrality  ?  He  must  be  aware 
that  the  power  of  Fl-ance  would  be  ex- 
erted, if  necessary,  to  compel  him  to  en- 
ter into  a  confederacy  against  us,  and  yet 
he  would  not  listen  to  any  overture  from- 
this  country  for  his  security  and  protection. 
On  this  ground,  therefore,  namely,  the 
weakness  of  Dermiark,  and  the  power  of 
France  to  force  her  to  become  instrumen- 
tal ag£iinst  Great  Britain,  he  should  give 
his  vote  and  support  to  ministers  on  the 
present  question. 

Mr*  Morris  felt  great  pain  in  differing 
fi^om  genttemen,  with  whom  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  voting  and  acting ;  but  he  could 
not  refrain  from  declaring  his  conviction 
of  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  which  mi- 
nisters had  pursued  with  respect  to  Den- 
mark. He  -looked  not  for  any  justification 
of  the  measure,  but  the  weakness  of  Den- 
mark and  the  determination  of  France  to 
force  her  out  of  her  neutral  ity .  If  he  were 
ask^d,  what  evidence  existed  of  such  being 
the  intention  of  the  French  government, 
he  shvald  reply,  by  referring  to  the^  con- 


duct of  Buonaparte  towards  all  other  coim* 
tries.  In  tracing  him  he-  could'  discovt^r 
nothing  but -the.  violatioft  of  J  the  neutrality 
of  all  nations,  and  a  system:  of -oppression 
and  plunder.  The  manifest  interest  of 
France  in>en^agitig  Demnark  against-  us, 
left  no  room  to  doubt-that  she  would  exert 
^11  her  power  to  effect  ♦her  purpose;  and 
for  his  part,  he  had  no  doubt  ot*her  prov* 
ing  successful,  had  not  our  expedition  * 
taken  from  the  Danes  the  instruments  with 
whiclr  he.  had  resolved  to  strike  the  blow 
so  long  meditated.  France  never  missed' 
an  opportunity  of  confederating  against 
this  country,  whenever-  an  opportunity 
offered  of  pushing  her  views  either  by 
force  or  influence.  He  could  not,  then, 
bring  himself  to  believe,  that  France  would 
forego  the  advantage  of  having  the  Danish 
marine  to  act  against  us.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  house  must  feel  that  a 
paramount  necessity  existed  to  induce  us 
to  attack.  Denmark,  which  must  inevitably 
have  been  leagued  to  extinguish  our  li- 
berty and  independence. 

Mr.  Lyttkton  regretted  extremely  tho 
necessity  he  was  under  of  withdrawing  his 
support  from  those  with  whom  he  was  ge- 
nerally in  the  habit  of  voting ;  but  in 
obedience  to  his  feelings,  and  the  dictates 
of  his  conscience,  he  was  compelled  to 
acknowledge,  that,  in  his  opinion,  there 
was  enough  before  the  house  to  justify  the 
conduct  of  ministers  in  the  attack  on  Co- 
penhagen. He  concurred  with  the  pre- 
ceding speakers,  that  the  weakness  of  Den- 
mark, and  the  great  power  of  France,  must 
remove  all  doubt  respecting  the  speedy 
submission  and  co-operation  of  the  former 
against  us.  Hard,  however,  as  the  mea- 
sure was,  and  greatly  as  he  lamented  it, 
yet  he  deemed  it  one  of  precaution  and 
necessity,  which  he  should  vote  for, 

Mr.  Whithread  was  sorry  to  differ  from 
his  hon.  friends  who  had  just  sat  down,  as 
he  certainly  saw  as  little  reason  to  vote 
with  ministers  on  any  other  grounds  as  on 
those  which  they  themselves  had  brought 
forward ;  particularly  as  those  grounds 
consisted  in  garbled  extracts  of  letters, 
which«were  neither  fair  to  the  writers  nor 
the  public.  He  wished  to  retal  the  at- 
tention of  the  house'to  the  real  subject  of  ^ 
debate,  which  was  not  whether  ministers 
were  right  or  wrong  in  sending  the  expe- 
dition against  Copenhagen,,  but  whether 
they  ought  to  produce  letters,  which  they 
pretended  they  possessed,  but  which  he 
did  not  believe  ever  existed.  He.  would ' 
not  give  credit  to  such  extracts  produced 
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by  a  secretary  of  state,  or  regard  thein  as 
authentic  documents.  Not  that  he  accu- 
sed them  of  forgery  ;  but  by  the  mode  of 
giving  a  passage  here  and  there,  and  one 
letter  in  three,  the  text  might  be  as  differ- 
ent firom  the  context  as  hght  from  dark- 
ness. With  a^  th/e  art  of  speaking, 
which  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  to  the 
right  hon.  secretary,  and  with  which  he 
had,  in  an  able  manner,  managed  the 
cause  entrusted  to  him,  and  all  the  art 
with  which  he  had  used  the  papers  un- 
happily entrusted  to  him,  he  had  not  made 
out  the  case  of  the  necessity  of  an  attack 
on  Denmark,  or  that  a  single  plank  had 
been  added  to  our  security.  He  denied  the 
position  with  which  the  right  hon.  secre- 
tary had  set  out,  namely,  that  the  people 
of  England  entertained  but  one  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  this  expedition,  till  an 
indication  of  its  being  wrong  was  broach- 
ed in  parliament ;  but,  if  it  were  so,  it 
Was  now  full  time  they  should  be  a- 
wakened  from  their  delusion,  and  shewn 
that  they  had  gained  absolutely  nothing 
by  the  shameful  compromise  of  national 
honour.  He  really  wished  to  know  on 
what  ground  ministers  were  to  be  met ; 
they  shifted  so  there  was  no  following 
•them.  They  had  fled  fi-om  what  they 
stated  in  the  king's  speech  and  declaration, 
and  told  us  now, '  do  not  talk  to  us  of  the 
treaty  of. Tilsit ;. we  knew  the  hostile  mind 
of  Denmark  long  before  that.*  He  would 
shew  that  Denmark  wished  to  preserve  the 
strictest  neutrality,  and  recommended  to 
the  house,  if  they  wished  to  investigate  the 
matter  fully,  to  fet^  Mr.  Garlicke  be  called 
to  the  bar  of  the  house,  and  say  what  he 
knew  of  the  disposition  of  the  Danish 
court.  He  surely  was  in  no  danger  of 
being  seized  by  Buonaparte.  Let  the 
whole  of  loi'd  Hutchinson's  letters  be  laid 
before  the  house:  Let  lord  Granville 
Leveson  Gower  state  what  he  knew  of  the 
disposition  of  Russia.  It  would  be  easy  to 
prove  that  the  words  put  into  the  sacred 
jnouth  of  his  majesty,  were  not  only  mo- 
rally, but  physically  impossible ;  for  he 
was  made  to  say,  that  the  treaty  of  Tilsit 
was  the  cause,  and  that  there  was  none 
anterior.  [No !  No !  from  ministers.]  He 
frould  not  argue  with  the  learned  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  on  words.  Did  he 
mean  to  apply  to  this  case  his  technical 
terms  and  special  pleading  ?  Did  he  mean 
to  address  the  house  as  a  lawyer,  or  as  a 
statesman,  in  which  character  he  now  ap- 
peared ?  Could  he  shew  that  his  participa- 
tion in  this  business  became  the  Christian 


defender  of  the  Church :  lie  doubted  it 
much. — ^The  hon.  gent,  then  contended, 
that  there  could  be  no  occasion  for  con- 
cealment, as  France  made  every  thing 
public,  and  that  the  expedition  was  not 
conceived  prior  to  the  battle  of  Friedland, 
fi'om  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been 
acknowledged  that  part  of  that  expedition 
was  previously  fitted  out  for  anotner  des- 
tination. He  observed,  that  the  armistice 
between  France  and  Russia  was  only  rati- 
fied on  the  24th  of  June,  and  the  two  em- 
perors met  for  the  first  time  on  th&Niemen, 
on  the  25th.  On  the  7th  of  July  the 
treaty  was  sisned.  How  was  it  possible, 
then,  that  the  king's  pleasure,  as  it  is 
technically  called,  could  have  been  taken 
on  the  expedition  to  Copenhageii  on  the 
19th  of  July?  Certainly,  this  could  not 
have  been  done  in  consequence  of  any 
knowledge  ministers  could  have  had  of 
the  conferences  at  Tilsit.  A  noble  lord, 
indeed,  was  represented  to  have  stated 
in  another  place,  that  information  had  been 
received  through  Portugal  and  Ireland,  of 
the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  this  infor- 
mation, too,  was  received  in  time  to  take 
the  king's  pleasure  on  the  19th  of  July  ! 
Surely,  when  the  noble  lord  said  this,  he 
entertained  a  sovereign  contempt  of  time, 
space,  and  geography  of  every  kind.  A 
heavy  charge  had  been  made  by  Russia 
against  this  country,  for  not  afibrding  her 
any  co-operation  during  the  campaign  in 
Poland.  Now,  was  there  any  foundation 
for  the  reproaches  of  baron  Budburg  ? 
Every  body  knew  that  a  force  of  10  or 
20,000  men,  exposed  as  they  must  be  to 
Certain  desti-uction,  could  never  have 
averted  the  fatal  battle  of  Friedland.  But, 
if  ministers  were  in  possession  of  the  secret 
articles  in  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  why  did 
they  not  produce  them  I  It  had  been  said, 
that  a  nostile  mind  existed  in  Russia 
against  this  couAtry.  The  hoii.  gent,  asked 
ministers^whether  it  was  known  to  them 
thfit  Russia  was  hcfetile  to  this  country  pre- 
vious to  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  ?  [Mr. 
Canning  answered  across  the  table,  "Yes.''] 
I  am  not,  replied  Mr.  Whitbread,  dis- 
posed to  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
thinks  what  he  says  is  frue  :  but  let  that 
be  proved.  Frequent  mention  had  been 
made  of  the  inveterate  hostility  of  France : 
but  what  else  could  be  expected  from 
France  except  hostility  ?  The  endeavour 
on  the  part  of  France  to  combine  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  against  us  was  no  more 
unjustifiable,  than  the  attempt  of  this 
country   to   form  combinations   against 
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Fraaee.    It  was,  however,  evident,   that 
Russia  waa  hostile  to  this  country  after 
the  attack  on  Copenhagen  ;  and,  on  that 
account,  he  contended  it  was  a  meanness 
in  this  country  to  ask  a  power  so  hostile  to 
us  to  inter  fere  for  the  purpose  of  making 
up  the  quarrel  between  us  and  Denmark. 
He  was  ready  to  admH  the   right  hon. 
gent,  had  that  night  advanced  strong  rea- 
sons why  an  attack  should  not  be  made 
on  Cronsjtadt.     With  respect  to  the  value 
of  the  Danish  ships,  it  was  stated,  in  some 
accounts,  that  they  were  very  good  ships, 
because  they  stood  the  weather  so  well  in 
coming  home.     But  it  appeared,  from  ad- 
miral Gambier's  account,  it  was  necessary 
to  repair  some  of  them  before  they  were 
jMrt  to  sea.     From  the  regularity  and  pre- 
paration in  the  Danish  navy>  an  inference 
was  drawn,  that  they  were  mtended  to  be 
made  use  of  against  us.     But  it  must  ap- 
pear, to  any  person  who  ever  visited  Co- 
penhagen, that,  for  fifty  years  past,  it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  I)anes,  a  practice 
IB  which  they  prided  themselves,  to  have 
their  ships  laid  up  in  ordinary,  in  so  com- 
plete a  state  of  repair,  that  they  could  be 
fitted  out  in  a.  very  short  time.     But  when 
we  took  the  ships,  we  took  the  least  effi- 
cient part  of  the  Danish  navy.     We  left 
behind    18,000    seamen,  who  would    be 
ready  to  enter  into  the  service  of  France  ; 
and  France  had  ships  enough  for  herself. 
*nie  English  had  acted  like  shabby  thieves. 
They  took  only  one  half  of  their  booty. 
Why  was  not  the  French  property  at  Co- 
penhagen seized  also?  The  only  effect  of 
the  estpedition  was  to  arm  the  people  of 
Denmark  .  against  us,  and.  to  shut  us  out 
from  the  Baltic  ;  while  Holland  was  en- 
tirelv  under  tiie  power  of  France,  without 
the  latter  being  at  the  expence  of  sending 
troops  to  conquer  it.     If  the  act  in  ques- 
tion was  justitied  by  necessity,  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  it  was  justified  in  mo- 
rality and  in  the  sight  of  God.     But  it 
coald  not  be  justified.     Ministers  wanted 
to   imitate  the   energy  of  France.     But 
how  did  they   do  that  ?  France  had  slain 
a  giant,  and  then  England  must  go  and 
embrue  her  hands  in  the  blood  of  an  in- 
fettt.     T&e  question  now  was,  not  whether 
the  expedition  was  justifiable,  but  whether 
ikkvt  house  was  bound  to  give  credit  to  the 
Assertions  of  his  majesty^s  ministers,  and 
whether  it  ought  not  to  require  further 
information  ? 

Xiord  6.  L.  Grower,  as  he  had  been  So 
particularly  alluded  to,  felt  himself  called 
<«  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  to 

Vol. 


the  house.     He  begged  leave  totally  to 
diflfer  from  those  hon.  members  who  had 
asserted,  that  the   hostile  spirit  of  Russia 
arose  in  consequence  of  the  attack  on  Co- 
penhagen, but  said,  that  it  was  a  conse- 
quence of  the  pressure  of  the  French,  afler 
the  defeat  at  Friedland  ;  for  if  his  Impe- 
rial  majesty   could   be  i  obliged  by  that 
defeat  to  abandon  Prussia,  which,   four 
days  before,  he  had  pledged  himself  never 
to  do,  it  was  hardly   to  be   expected  he 
would  continue  very  friendly  to  the  in- 
terests of  England.     In  six  hours  after  His 
imperial  majesty's  return  to  Petersburgh, 
the  very  first  person  to  whom  he  gave  au- 
dience was  his   Minister  of  Marine  :  the 
very  first  place  he  visited,  was  Cronstadt, 
and  the  first  directions  he  gave,  were  for 
the  equipment  of  the  fleet,  and  the  repair 
of  the  fortifications  in  that  place,  and  this 
some  time  before   the  attack  on  Copen- 
hagen took  place.     The   noble  lord  re- 
marked, that  many  persons  in  this  country 
deemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the   expe- 
dition to  Copenhagen  was  generally  exe- 
crated on  the  continent.     He  could  assure 
them,  however,  in  so  for  as  his  experience 
went,   that   the    contrary   was  the  case, 
particularly  in  Russia.     A  great  majority 
of  the    persons   of  consequence  in  that 
country  rejoiced  at  the  event  which  took 
place  at  Copenhagen,  and  those  consisted 
not  merely  of  what  was  called  the  English 
party,  but  others>  who  thought  that  Russia 
ought  not  to  have  entered  into  a  war  with 
France,  and  seemed  to  wish  to  insulate, 
their   country  from  the  rest  of  Europe. 
These  persons   saw  with  alarm  a  French 
army  in  Poland,  and  another  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Turkey,  and  they  were  happy  at 
the  check  which  the  expedition  to  the 
Baltic   gavp  to  the  views   of  Buonaparte, 
for  they  dreaded   his   hostility  through 
Denmark.    The   noble  lord  also  pointed 
out  the   inconvenience  arising  from  the 
publication  of  what  passed  between  his 
majesty's  ministers  and  the   governments 
of  other  countries.     Foreign  ministers  had 
frequently  expressed  an  unwillingness  to 
communicate    freely  with   him,  because 
they  did  not  know  but  that  what  they, 
stated  might,  perhaps,  in  the  course  of  a 
year,  be  made  public.  ^ 

Lord  Castkreagh  contended,  that  minis* 
ters  were  not  bound  to  lay  before  parlia- 
ment all  the  information  on  which  his 
majesty's  Declaration  had  been  founded. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  dwelt  |nuch  upon  the 
circumstance  of  his  mpjesty's  pleasure 
being  taken  on  the  expedition  to  Copen* 
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hagen  on.  the  1 9th  of  July.  The  fact, 
however,  was,  that  what  passed  on  that 
day  related  only  to  sending  a  force  to  the 
Baltic,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  disposition 
of  Denmark;  the  final  instructions  to 
attack  were  sent  out  afterwards.  The  hon. 
gent,  admitted  that  France  had  the  dispo- 
sition to  seize  the  Danish  navy,  and  the 
only  question  was  the  disposition  of  Den^ 
mark,  which  must  be  judged  of  from  cir- 
cumstances. The  Court  of  Portugal  had 
given  repeated  information,  that  the  de- 
mand of  France  was,  that  the  Portuguese 
navy  should  be  joined  to  the  other  navies 
of  the  coi^inent  by  the  1st  of  September. 
Besides  this  fact,  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  what  had  passed 
at  one  of  Buonaparte's  levees  :  in  one  of 
those  extraordinary  conversations  in  which 
that  person  was  accustomed  to  indulge 
bimself  with  foreign  ambassadors,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  Portuguese  minister, 
tod  asked  him,  whether  he  had  trans- 
mitted to  his  court  the  demand  that  the 
navy  of  Portugal  should  be  ready  to  unite 
with  the  other  navies  of  Europe  against 
£ngland  on  the  1st  of  September.  Hav- 
ing said  this,  he  immediately  turned,  round 
to  the  Danish  minister,  and  asked  him 
whether  he  had  made  the  same  commu- 
nication to  his  court. — The  noble  Iprd,  in 
answer  to  the  charge  that  ministers  had 
not  gone  far  enough,  observed,  that  after 
it  was  found  that  Denmark  could  not  be 
brought  to  any  amicable  arrangement,  the 
practicability  of  holding  Zealand  as  a  mi- 
litary station  was  taken  into  consideration. 
But  the  reports  of  the  officers,  wha  had 
been  desired  to  direct  their  attention  to 
this  subject,  proved  that  the  force  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  that  island  was  far 
greater  than  this  country  could  spare  in , 
the  state  of  military  poverty  in  which  the 
former  administration  had  left  us. '  It  was 

.  also  thought  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
proper to  advise  his  Swedish  majesty  to 
furnish  for  this  purpose  a  detachment  from 
his  army,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
purs,  as  the  removal  of  that  force  would 
have  weaketied  Sweden  too  much,  in  the 
event  of  an  attack  from  Russia.     It  was 

*  al&o  proved  from  the  report  of  admiral 
Keats,  on  the  probability  of  the  enemy 
transporting  a  furye  from  flolstein  to  Zea- 
land, that  ii  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
up  a  blockade  in  the  winter  months  suffi- 
ciently close  to,  prtvent  that  commu- 
nication. The  noble  lord  then  proceeded 
to  shew  that  the  designs  of  the  Jate  admi- 
nistration against  Portugal  w^re  of  a  nature 


perfectly  similar  to  the  Copenha^n  expe- 
dition, and  had  infinitely  less^oi  the  plea 
of  necessity  to  justify  them* 

Mr.  T.  GretwUk  complained  of  the  con- 
stant practice  of  introducing,  collaterally, 
charges  against  the  late  administration. 
He  thought,  after  what  had  passed  the 
other  day,  that  this  practice  would  have 
been  refrained  from.  The  attack  upon 
Turkey,,  in  a  period  of  peace,  had  been 
alluded  to,  though  the  secretary  of  state 
must  have  known  that  the  orders  given  by 
the  last  administration  i^ere  precisely  the 
contrary  of  attacking  the  Porte  during 
peace.  On  this  subject,  and  on  the  Lisbon 
expedition,  which  had  been  also-  alluded 
to,  there  was  nothing  which  the  late  ad- 
ministration 80  much  desired  as  uives- 
tigation. 

Mr.  S,  R,  LuMhington  took  a  view  of  the 
whole  of  the  transactions  relative  to  Rus* 
sia  and  Denmark,  and  then  proceeded 
thus : — In  applying,  sir,  the  laws  of  nations 
to  the  conduct  of  G.  Britain  towards  Den- 
mark, the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  house  seem  desirous  of  establishing 
a  code  of  their  own,  separate  from  that 
law  of  nature>  which,  according  to  the 
best  writers,  is  the  very  foundation  of  all 
the  laws  of  nations.  Their  sentimental 
system  would  embrace  all  nations  but. 
their  ovvn.  Tliese  ingenious  disquisitions 
may  be  well  calculated  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  schools,  but  they  are  not  fitted 
for  the  events  of  real  life,  or  a  state  of 
ferocious  war.  Sir,  the  fii*st  law  of  na* 
ture,  the  tbundation  of  the.  law  of  nations, 
is  the  preservation  of  man."  It  is  on  the 
kno\i'ledge  of  his  nature,  that  the  science 
of  his  duty  must  be  founded.  When  the 
feelings  point  ,out  to  him  a  mighty  dan- 
ger, and  his  reason  suggests  the  means  of 
avoiding  it,  he  must  despise  the  sophisti- 
cal trifler,  who  tells  him  it  is  a  moral  duty 
he  owes  to  others  to  wait  till  the  danger 
break  upon  his  foolish  head,  lest  be  should 
hurt  the  meditated  instrument  of  his  de- 
struction. Upon  this  general  principle  of 
the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  I  main- 
tain the''  morality,  and  certainly  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  l^pedition  against  Copen- 
hagen.. In  applying  this  general  prin- 
ciple to  the  state  of  Denmark,  we  shall 
find  that  it  derives  particular  force  from 
her  past  conduct.  It  may  suit  the  purpose 
the  Moniteur  to  represent  Denmark  as  en- 
joying a  moral  dignity  in  the  circle  of  na- 
tions, and  to  insist  that  G.  Britain  had  asuffi- 
cient  guarantee  in  the  sincere  neutrality 
ofI>en|nark»  and  in  the  cordiality  of  her 
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attachment  to  England.  I  would  ask,  sir, 
whether  it  was  a  proof  of  the  moral  dig- 
nity of  Denmark  to  attack  the  neutral  state 
of  Hamburgh,  pr  of  her  neutrality  to  shut 
that  port  against  the  .  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  or  a  token  of  her  attachment  to 
us  to  originate  and  support  a  confederacy, 
having  for  its  avowed  object,  the  destruction 
of  that  maritime  law  which  fi'e  conceive 
mdispensable  to  our  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation  ?  All  these  circumstances, 
and  those  stated  with  such  unanswerable 
truth,  and  matchless  eloquence,  by  the 
right  hon.  the  secretary  for  foreign  afBiirs, 
justified  his  majesty's  ministers  in  expect- 
ing similar  dem'onsti*ations  of  the  will  and 
the  power  of  Denmark,  whenever  the 
mandate  and  the  alliance  of  France  should 
promise  her  protection  in  them.  I  re- 
joice, sir,  in  the  wisdom  of  those  councils 
which  has  anticipated  and  has  averted  this 
danger.  Bat  I  am  astonished  that  any 
man  in  this  house,  or  in  any  other, 
should  doubt  the  reality  of  that  danger, 
when  he  recollects,  that  in  confirmation 
of  all  the  other  evidence  I  have  stated,  the 
Prince  of  Portugal  has  been  driven  from 
his  dominions,  because  he  would  not  join 
in  that  confederacy  with  France,  Russia, 
and  Denmark.  With  this  impression,  sir, 
of  the  conduct  of  ministers,  I  am  thankful 
to  them  for  the  great  service  they  have 
rendered  to  the  state,  and  they  may  be  as- 
sured that  this  feeling  is  general  tnrough- 
out  the  country.  Let  them  proceed  in 
the  course  they  have  already  pursued,  let 
them  face  unappalled  the  unnatural  com- 
bination which  is  gathered  around  us,  re- 
lyine  that  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
will  Keep  pace  with  the  energy  of  the  go- 
yemment. 

Sir'C.  Price  regarded  the  Copenhagen 
expedition  not  only  as  just  and  necessary, 
but  as  wisely  plannedf,  and  gloriously  ex- 
ecuted. ♦ 

Mr.  Dames  Giddy  was  sorry  the  infor- 
mation on  which  ministers  had  acted 
could  not  be  laid  before  the  house.  How- 
ever, as  that  wadthe  case,  he  thought  him- 
self bound  to  acquiesce  in  the  concealment 
which  the  government  thought  necessary. 

Mr.  Fonsonby  rose  to  reply.  He  remark- 
ed, that  all  he  had  asked  for  was  information, 
and  that  all  the  answer  he  got  to  that  re- 
quest, was  details  respecting  .expeditions 
to  Alexandria,  the  Dardanelles,  and  '^Lis- 
bon,  in  order  to  prove  some  supposed  mis- 
conduct in  a  former  administration.  The 
right  hbn.  secretaiy  had  rea4  extracts  to 
prore  the  hostility  of  Denmark^  but  to  this 


he  objected,  on  the  wholesome  principle, 
sanctioned  by  courts  of  justice,  which  was, 
that  when  you  propose  to  re^d  a  document 
in  your  defence,  you  must  read  the  whole 
of  it,  for  if  you  were  permitted  to  read 
extracts  only,  it  was  probable  that  you 
would  read  nothing  but  what  was  favour- 
able to  yourself,  and  that  you  would  omit 
all  that  was  against  you. — He  complained 
that  the  right  hon.  secretary  had  accused 
him  of  justifying  Buonaparte.  All  the 
compliment  he  paid  to  France  was  xo  com- 
pare her  conduct  with  that  of  the  servants 
of  the  crown  in  this  expedition.  While 
the  right  hon.  secretary  talked  so  much 
of  the  morality  of  others,  he  ought  to 
take  care  of  his  own.  He  had  said  that 
his  majesty  was  disposed  to  wait  for  the 
operation  of  the  thinking  part  of  the  Rus- 
sian community,  rather  than,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  resort  to  measures  which 
might  have  a  result  more  disagreeable  to 
that  monarch.  This  looked  like  intimat- 
ing, that  he  was,  from  his  discontented 
subjects,  to  meet  the  fate  of  his  father, 
[a  cry  of  no !  no !  ]  If  such  were  not  the 
meaning  of  the  right  hon.  secretary,  he 
hoped  that  more  care  would  in  future  be 
taken  in  the  words  employed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  &aid,  he  was  mis- 
interpreted, and  disdained  the  implication 
assigned  to  him. 

At  half  past  five  (on  Thursday  morn- 
ing) the  house  divided,  when  the  numbers 
were, 

For  Mr.  Ponsonby's  Motion  -     108 

Against  it -     253 

Majority  -     - 145 


List  qf  the 
Abercromby,  hon.J« 
Adam,  W. 
Agar,  E.  A. 
Althorpe,  viscount 
Antonie,  W.  L. 
Anson,  G. 
Bathurst,  €. 
Brand,  T.   . 
Bradshaw,  C. 
Bruce,  P.  C. 
Burdett,  sir  F« 
Byng,  O. 
Calcraft,  sir  G. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Campbell,  J. 
Cavendish,  W, 
Cavendish^  G. 
C'olbournc,  Sedley 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Creevy,  T. 
Cuthberty  J.  R. 
x2 


Minority, 
Diuidas,  W. 
Dundas,  C 
Dundas,  —  '        • 
Ebrington,  lord 
Eden,  W. 
Elliot,  W. 
FiStcourt,  T. 
Ferguson,  general 
Fitzgerald,  lord  H. 
Fitzpatrick,  R. 
Frankland,  W. 
Grattan,  H. 
GrenvHle,  '1\ 
Greenhill,  Robert 
Grenfell,  Fascoe 
Halsey,  J. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Herbert,  H.  A. 
Hibbert,  G. 
Horner,  F.    ' 
Howard,  H. 
Howard,  W. 
Hunt,  Robert 
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Jekyl I,  Joseph 
Knapp,  Geo. 
Knox,  The. 
Laing,  Malcolm 
Lambe,  W. 
Lefnibton,  Ralph 
Lawrence,  French 
Leach,  John 
jLefevre,  C.  Shaw 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Macdonald,  James 
Mriddocks,  W.  A.    . 
Mahon,  viscount 
Markham,  admiral 
•  Martin,  Henry 
Mathew,  M. 
Mule,  VVm. 
Milbank,  sir  Ralph 
Miller,  sir  Tho. 
Milton,  viscount 
Moore,  Peter 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Moseley,  sir  O. 
Mostyn,  sir  Tlmmas 
Neville,  P. 
Newport,  sir  John 
North,  Dudley 
Ord,  William 
Ossulston,  lord 
Parnell,  Henry 
Peirse,  henry 
Pelbam,  C.  A. 


Pett^,  lordH.. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Poole,  sirC.  M. 
Pollihgton,  vise. 
Ponsonby,  G. 
Ponsonby,  H.  G. 
Prittie,  F.  A. 
Pym,  Francis     • 
Romiily,  sir  S, 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
Sharp,  Richard 
Shelley,  Timothy 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Smith,  John 
.  Smith,  W. 
Stanley,  lord 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Temple,  earl 
Templeton,  vis. 
Thompson,  Thomas 
Thornton,  Henry 
Tierney,  G. 
Vernor,  G.  G.  V. 
Walpole,  G. 
Ward,  J.  W. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbread,  Sam. 
Wilder,  Fr.  John 
Williams,  Owen 
Windham,  W. 


HOUSE   OF   lords; 

Thursday,  February  4. 

[Dispute  with  America.].  Lord  Greri' 
ville  said,  he  had  a  paper  to  move  for, 
which  might  tend  to  enlighten  and  guide 
the  conduct  and  the  discussions  of  that 
hous^,  on  that  most  important  topic,  our 
relations  with  America.  It  was  with  much 
anxiety  and  regret,,  he  continued  to  look 
back  at  those  expressions  in  his  majesty^s 
speech,  where  it  was  stated,  that  the  pre- 
sicknt  of  the  United  States  had  refused  to 
ratify  the  Treaty  which  had  been  sept  out 
from, this  country  to  America.  He  was  in- 
clined to  believe  there  was  some  inaccu- 
racy in  these  expressions,  which  might 
lead  to  mischievous  misconceptions.  Their 
lordships  were  well  aware,  that  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  could  not,  of 
his  own  authority,  refuse  to  ratify  a  treaty 
of  that  kind  ;  and  that  such  a  refusal  must 
previously  have  the  sanction  of  the  Senate, 
&c.  The  principal  paper  he  should  now 
have  the  honour  of  moAnng  for  would  be, 
the  Message  of  the  President*  of  the  28th 
of  Oct.  last  to  the  Houses  of  Congress.  It 
was  not  in  his  power  to  contemplate  the 
issue  of  our  present  discussions  with  Ame- 
rica without  uneasiness  and  apprehension. 
.Much  had  been  said  of  the  eompajative 


distress  which  either  country  must'ex^ 
rience  from  a  rupture ;  some  contendin 
that  America  would  suffer  most;  other 
that  England. would  be  the  greater  lose 
He  should  not  attempt  to  appreciate  tli 
comparative  evils  of  either  as  resultk] 
from  a  state  of  hostility ;  but  be  laboure 
under  the  melancholy  conviction  that  th 
consequences  of  hostility  would  be  es 
tremely  detrimental  to  both ;  and  the  xe 
flection  that  the  one  must  suffer  a  grez 
deal,  by  no  means  mitigated,  in  his  mine 
the  har.dships  witli  which,  from  the  sam 
cause,  the  other  must  be  afflicted.  ]VI.ucl: 
.  however,,  as  he  %vas  disposed  to  deprecat 
a  war^with  America,  he  should  nevei*  thini 
of  averting  that  evil  by  the  surrender  c 
any  oi  the  just  rights  of  England^  mor^ 
especially  of  her  maritime  rights^  to  whicj 
she  owed  almost  every  thing.  Soone 
would  he  consent  to  perish  in  a  struggle 
for  their  assertion  and  conservation,  thai 
think  of  surreiidering  them  in  order  U 
prevent  that  struggle-  Much  better  wa 
it  to  fall  in  the  endeavour  to  maintaii 
them,  than  tamely  and  deUberately  tt 
surrender  that,  from  which  sprung  oui 
proudest  glory,  from  which  chiefly  ^awec 
our  strength  and  prosperity.  He  should 
still,  notwithstanding,  cherish  the  idea  that 
the  good  sense  and  moderation  of  the  twc 
countries  would  obviate  the  necessity  ol 
an  appeal  to  arms,  and  that  their  mutual 
interests'would  point  out  a  safer  and  wiser 
conduct  to  pursue.  Such  wer^  his  feelings 
respecting  the  relative  situation  of  the  two 
countries.  We  had  already  all  Europe 
against  us:  we  should  not  be  too  eager  to 
add  America  to  the  loiig  aiid  formidable 
catalogue  of  our  enemies.  The  noble  Iwxl 
concluded  with  moving.  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  pray- 
ing, that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions  that  ihere  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  copy  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  Uiiiteji  States  of  America 
of  the  28th  of  Oct.  last,  to  the  Houses  of 
Congress. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  he  would  not  be 
led  into  ^y  discussion  of  the  points  nxm 
at  issue  between  the  two  governments,  by 
any  observaitions  in  which  it  hadfileased 
the  noble  bkron  to  indulge.  He  was  as 
sensible  as  that  noble  lord  cavid  be,  of 
the  great  im^portance  of  contkiuiag  on  a 
footing  of  friendship  with  Amerioa;  but, 
highly  as  he  valued  the  continuance  of 
tho^e  relafions  of  amity  and^^ood  under^ 
standings  he  could  never  tbuik^f  pur- 
chasing it  by  4he  «in:e»cler  of  any  «f  ^r 
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rights^  muck  less  of  smy  of  <nu*  maritime 
rights^  upon  which  eur  v«ry  exJsBt£>tu^ 
might  i>e  said  to'  depend.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  that  he  insisted  on  that 
resolution,  be  did  not  hesitale  to  say^  that 
every  thing  wakAd  be  done  on  the  fiartof 
his  majesty's  govemmeot  to  manifest  a 
disposition  to  peace  and  moderation ;  in 
a  word,  eveiy  thing  that  could  tend,  short 
of  the  sacrinces  he .  had  already  aUuded 
to,  to  maintain  uninterrupted  a  good  un- 
derstanding with  the  United  States  bi' 
America.  He  had  no  ob^tion  to  the 
production  of  the  .paper  moved  for  by  the 
noble  baron.— The  •question  ^as  then  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Lord  Auckland  ne^t  rose,  to  move  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  a.  copy  of 
the  Declaration  delivered  to  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  by  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  his  majesty,  in  the  month  of  Dec.  1 806. 
When  that  document  was  before  the  house, 
an  opportunity  wouki  arise  of  justifying 
the  Orders  in  Council  issued  by  his  ma- 
jesty's late  government,  and  whioh  bis 
ml^esty  had  been  advised  to  represait  as 
inadequate  to  their  .purpose  in  the  s^peech 
with  which,  in  his  majesty's  name,  the 
commissioners  had  opened  the  present 
session  of  parliamient.  He  concluded  with 
moving  for  the  production  of  that  docu- 
ment. 

Lord  Hawkeukwpy  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity ofproducing  this  paper..  It  was  already 
before  the  world,  and  eVery  advantage 
might  be  derived  from  it  in  argument 
which  the  noble  lord  could,  wish  for.  His 
objection  to  the  production  of  it  was  chiefly 
an  objection  of  form ;  for  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  see  with  what  propriety  a  paper  so  in- 
timately connected  with'  the  Treaty  itself 
could  be  produced,  while  it  was  not 
thought  proper  or  necessary  to  produce 
the  Treaty  itsc^lf. 

Lord  Holland  was  surprized  to  see  the 
noble  secretary  stop  short  so  suddenly  in 
his  career  of  concession  ;  and  his  surprize 
was  still  greater  at  the  reruns  assigned 
for  it.  The  noble  secretary  refused  to 
produce  the  instrument  moved  for  by  his 
noble  firiend  ;  and  why  ?  because  it  had 
had  a  close  connection  with  the  Treaty, 
which  it  was  not  thought  proper  at  pi^- 
swit  to  produee.  Yet,  but  a  moment  ago,t 
he  rande  no  o^ecticm  to  the  production  of) 
a  paper  moved  R>r  by<  another  noble  friend 
of  his ;  vAikk  paper,' however,  had  a  much 
closer  comiectioD  wi^  the  Treaty  thanl 
that  to  Mrhtehbe  now  objected*  However 
public-tfie<f«|)eriBig|it  be,  it  was  for  the 


dignity  of  tliat  ^Ousc^  «iHld  ftr  the  *con^ 
nience  of  discu&sion,  to  have  it  laid 
their  lord^if^'s  €(id>k  by  aa^rderof 
own. — The  question  was   ^n  put 
nega^iv^. 


HOUfi£  jOF  commons. 

Fridmfi  February  £?. 

[Expedition  to  CoPENHkoBN.} 
Whithrsad  wisfced  to  know  'from  the  Yi 
hon.  secretary  to  foreign  afiairs,  wbetJ 
he  ihad  any  objection  to  lay  before 
honise  copies  of  the  Letters  from  winch  1 
had  read  extracts  in  a  late  debate.  He 
desirous  to  know  particularly  wbelihl 
there  was  any  objection  to  the  producti 
of  the  Letter  from  lord  Howick  to 
Garlicke,  and  the  letter  from  Mr.  ilist, 
the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  "wii 
lord  Howick's  answer.  It  was  due  in  fai; 
ness  to  ihat  noble  lord,  as  this  last  hi 
been  much  •dwelt  upon,  to  place  it  ^befoi 
the  house  in  a  iaW  and  unreserved  form. 

Mr.  Secretary  Coaming  wished  the  hoi 
gent,  either  to  make  a  motion,  or  «give  n 
ttoe  of  one;  he  should  then  'knowwJ" 
answer  to  give.  It  wa^  usual  either 
make^  a  communication  on  these  subject 
in  private  conversation^  or  to  give  a  previ 
ouB  notice  publicly. — ^Mr.  W.  then  gay^ 
notice  for  Monday ;  he  did  not.  want  an; 
private  conversation. 

[Orders  in  Council.]  The  ChancellQi 
of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  house  d< 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  ant 
means,  and  that  the  OrdenJ  in  Council 
presented  to  the  house  on  the  26th  of  Jan 
(see  p.  126.)  be  referred  to  the  said  com 
mittee. 

Lord  Henry  Petiy. hiid  hoped,  that  before 
this  motion  should  be  brought  forward, 
some  explanatory  papfers  would  have  been 
produced,and  s6me  explanatory  statements 
made,  to  remove  the  doubts  which  existed 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  Orders  themselves. 
Certainly,  if  there  were  doubts  as  to  the 
legality,  those  doubts  ought  to  be  remov- 
ed, before  the  sanction  of  parliament  wm 
asked  for  the  Orders.  His  arguments  in 
the  present  stage,  would  be  directed 
solely  to  the  legality ;  for  die  poHey  of  the 
Orders  could  be  more  conveniently  can- 
vassed in  the  onnmittee.  He  certainly 
felt  great  difficulty  m  entejring  into  an  ^r-* 
gument  on  this  head.  Unlearned  as  he 
was  in  the  law,  like  the  majority  of  the 
<  members  df  that  house,  he  was  perhaps 
'unfit  to  form  an  opinion  on  die  «tricl 
legal  right.  But  since  the  majority  ol 
'the  bouse  must  i»e  made  to^l  and  to 
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understand  the  legal  right  before  they 
would  consent  to  give  their  sanction,  he, 
as  well  as  any  other  might  venture  to  state 
Ihow  far,  according  to  his  opinion,  that  le- 
calit;y  might  be  doubted.  Jle  certainly 
felt  how  inadequate  he  was  to  oppose  the 
right  hon.  gent,  on  a  question  ot  law,  and 
particularly  when  supported  by  all  the 
other  high  legal  authorities,  who  must 
necessarily  have  been  consulted. on  the 
drawing  up  of  these  Orders.  But,  no  re^ 
spect  for  any  authority  should  deter  him 
from  opposing  what  he  conceived  ta  be 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  law 
of  the  land.  The  privy  council  was  limit- 
ed in  respect  to  the  Orders  it  might  issue 
by  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  the  Prize 
courts  and  the  court  of  Admiralty  ;  and 
there  as  well  as  every  where  else,the  exer- 
cise of  the  prerogative  was  limited  by  fixed 
rules.  This  doctrine  was  sanctioned  by 
the  highest  legal  opinicms.  It  would  be 
found  in  the  celebrated  letter  referred  to 
in  the  duke  of  Newcastle's  Paper  respect- 
ing the  Prussian  ships,  and  signed  by  sir 
Dudley  Ryder,  and  Mr.  Murray  the  then 
attorney  and  solicitor  general.  It  was  ex- 
pressly laid  down  by  these  great  autho- 
rities, that  the  court  of  privy  council  was 
subject  to  the  law  of  nations  as  well  as  the 
Prize  court  and  the  court  of  Admiralty. 
There  was,  besides,  the  principle,  that  go- 
vernment was  never  to  interfere  in  such 
cases,  and  that  no  instructions  were  given 
to  Judges.  It  was  the  opinion  of  lord 
Eldon,  expressed  on  an  appeal  in  the  last 
war,  that  the  Orders  of  Council  were  no- 
thing but  a  definition  of  what  was  at  that 
time  held  to  be  the  law  of  nations.  It  was 
therefore  now  a  fair  matter  of  inquiry,  how 
far  the  provisions  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
now  before  the  house  were  consistent  with 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  law  of  the  land. 
Whatever  extraordinary  doctrines  might 
arise  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times, 
and  whatever  extraordinary  acts  might 
arise  out  of  those  doctrines,  it  could  never 
be  allowed  that  the  privy  council  should 
arrogate  to  itself  what  was  the  business  of 
parliament.  It  was  not  consistent  with 
the  law  of  nations  to  seize  the  ships  of 
neutrals,  nor  could  a  mere  principle  of 
retaliation  upon  a  third  party  justify  such 
a  seizure.  The  Order  in  Council  o(  the 
7th  Jan.  last  year,  (p.  126)  was  in  retsdi- 
ation  for  a  Decree  of  the  French  govem- 
Qient.  That  decree  consisted  of  two  parts, 
pne  of  which  went  to  prevent  the  con- 
sumption or  admission  of  English  goods, 
and  the  other  to  place  th£  British  Islands 


in  a  state  of  blockade.  This  last  w; 
indeed  a  vain,  boast:  it  was  incapab 
of  execution,  and  no  attempt  bad^  bee 
ever  made  to  execute  it.  He  unde 
stood  it  to  be  a  doctrine"  held  by  tl 
best  writers  on  jurisprudence,  that  whc 
a  principle  was  laid  down,  and  not  actc 
upon,  that,  as  to  all  practical  effect, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  null  and  voii 
For  this  maxim  he  had  the  highest  auth( 
rity,  that  of  sir  William  Scott,  the  Judg 
of  the  Admiralty  court,  who,  if  he  migl 
trust  to  Robinson's  Reports  (which  froi 
their  accuracy  were  no  less  valuable  to  th 
students  of  laHr,lhantothe  classical  rea^le 
by  perpetuatmg  the  perspicuous,  chasi 
and  elegant  style  in  which  the  judgmeni 
in  that  court  were  delivered),  had  laid 
down  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  tha 
a  simple  declaration  of  placing  a  port  i 
a  state  of  blockade,  did  not  constitute 
blockade  without  some  fact  to  support  i 
He  wished  to  know  therefore,  whethc 
Buonaparte's  declaration  had  been  sup 
ported  by  any  l^ct  between  the  time  it  wa 
issued  and  the  1 1th  of  Nov.  the  date  of  A 
Orders  in  Council ;  and  in  patrticular,  whe 
thcr  its  operation  had  ever  been  extended  t 
America,  the  power  which  was  more  im 
mediately  affected,  both  by  his  decre< 
and  the  measures  by  which  4t  had  bee 
combated  on  the  part  of  the  governmen 
of  this  cotmtry.  As  far  as  his  infornia 
tion  went,  it  neVcr  had  been  acted  «por 
and  that,  in  an  explanation  given  by  M 
Decres  to  general  Armstrong,  the  Ameri 
can  minister  at  Paris,  the  latter  had  re 
ceived  an  assurance,  that  it  never  was  tb 
intention  of  the  French  government  t( 
extend  its  operation  to  American  ships 
At  any  rate,  it  would  not  only  have  beei 
wise  in  the  government  of  this  country 
but  it  was  absolutely  incumbent  on  it  t< 
wait  till  it  saw  the  event ;  and  such  was  th< 
spirit  with  which  the  Order  in  Council  o 
the  7th  of  Jah.  1807,  was  dictated.  I 
was  impossible  for  neutrals  to  complain  o 
this  Order,  because  it  was  only  car- 
rying into  rigorous  effect  the  rule  of  wai 
of  1756,  which  had  been  since  relaxed 
and  it  was  at  the  saihe  time,  that  kind  o 
retaliation  from  which  the  enemy  sufferec 
the  most,  because  it  put  an  effectual  sto[ 
to  the  whole  of  his  coasting  trade 
Government,  too,  then  reserved  to  itsel 
the  power  of  recurring  to  measures  oi 
still  greater  severity,  should  they  be  found 
to  be  necessary.  But  ministers  thoughl 
it  wise  at  that  time,  and  he  wished  those 
now  in  power  had  followed  their  example 
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to  wait  till  the  intentions  of  the  enemy 
were  still  further  developed,  till  the  eflect 
of  the  measure  then  adopted  was  fully 
tried,  and  till  a'  case,  not  merely  of  right, 
but  of  expediency,  was  made  out,  for 
having  recourse  to  others  of  a  more  ex- 
tended and  vigorous  nature  .•  For,  even 
supposing  that  France  had  attempted  to 
give  eilect  to  her  decree,  it  did  not  follow 
that  it  would  have  been  wise  and  proper 
to  issue  the  Orders  of  the  1 1  th  ol  Nov. 
We  had  our  interests  as  well  as  our  pas- 
sions to  consult ;  and  he  was  afraid  that 
on  the  score  of  policy  it  would  be  as  diffi- 
cult to  vindicate  them  as  on  the  grounds 
of  legality.  But  this  was  matter  of  after 
consideration.  The  question  to  which  he 
now  called  the  attention  of  the  house^  was 
simply  whether  they  were  lawful  or  not, 
and  he  contended,  upon  the  doctrine  he 
had  laid  down,  and  the  authorities  he  had 
quoted  in  support  of  them,  as  long  as  Buo- 
naparte did  not  carry  his  Decree  into 
execution,  they  were  not  only  not  lawful 
but  unnecessary.  If  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed, the  Decree  never  had  been  exe- 
cuted, but  in  as  far  as  related  to  the  inte- 
rior of  France  and  those  countries  imme- 
diately imder  her  dominion  and  influence. 
In  those  countries  all  English  property 
had  been  confiscated,  but  he  did  not  even 
know  that  the  measure  of  confiscation  had 
been  extended  to  the  vessels  in  which  it 
was  imported.  Now,  a  confiscation  of 
enemies  property  was  a  measure  which 
had  been  resorted  to  in  other  wars,  and 
though  it  was  a  strong  indication  of  a  hos- 
tile mind  in  the  party  who  resorted  to  it, 
he  did  not  think  that  we  had  any  great 
reason  to  complain  of  it,  much  less  did  it 
give  us  a  right  to  call  upon  neutrals  to  in- 
terfere between  us  and  the  enemy.  All 
that  we  could  expect  of  America  was,  that 
she  should  resist  the  capture  of  American 
ships  at  seal,  and  this  pretension  was  en- 
tirely renounced  by  M.  Decres,  in  his  ex- 
planation to  general  Armstrong.  For  as 
to  the  Decreee  of  the  18th  of  Sept,  pub- 
lished under  the  authority  of  the  chief 
judge  Regnier,  it  certainly  never  had 
been  acted  upon;  as%  la  proof  of  it^  the 
noble  lord  quoted  Buonaparte's  last  De- 
cree, issued  at  Milan,  in  consequence  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council,  where  he 
denationalizes,  as  he  calls  it,  all  ships  that 
have  touched  at  a  British  port ;  which  he 
would  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  done,  had  this  been  the  intention  and 
effect  of  his  former  Decree.  Nothing  there- 
fore, he  contendf&d,  could  justify  us  in  re-* 


taliattng  upon  America  an  act  of  hosti 
which  was  directed  by  our  enemy; 
against  neutrals,  but  against  us — his 
ponents  in  the  contest.     Nor  was  the 
sure  more  illegal  in  principle,  than  i 
veral  of  its  details.     In  looking  into 
Order,  he  found  that  neutrals  were  n< 
be  permitted  to  re-export  particular  C( 
modities    therein    enumerated,    none 
which  were  contraband  of  war,  withoi 
licence,  which  licence  was  to  be  gri 
by  ministers,  and  paid  for  of  course, 
which  was  a  more  extraordinary  re 
tion  still,  that  every  ship  carrying  a 
tificate   that  the   cargo  was  not  Brii 
produce  or  manufacture,  though  accoi 
ing  to  the  existing  law  of  nations  th< 
might  be  no  objection  either  to  cargo! 
the  place  of  her  destination,  was  to 
seized  and  brought  into  an  English  p< 
The  government  of  France  had  decr< 
that  every  ship  coming  into  a  French  p 
should  bring  a  certificate  attesting  that  I 
cargo  was  not  the4)roduce  either  of  t 
British  soil  or  of  British  industry  : 
what  was  our  measure  of  retaliation  ?  O 
would  expect,  that  no  ship  should  entei 
British  poirt  without  a  certificate  that  h 
cargo  was  not  French  produce  or  man 
facture.    Instead  of  this,    however,  m 
nisters  had  declared  every  ship  carryir 
a  certificate   liable  to  capture ;  and  th 
they  termed   a  measure  of  retaliatior 
They  would  not  surely  assert  that  sue 
a  regulation  was   conformable   to  law 
so  far   from  it,    that  he    was   prepare 
to  maintain,  that  it  was  not  only  con 
trary  to  many  old  existing  statutes,  bi 
was  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  th 
constitution.     It  was'  part  of  the  libert 
of  the  subject  that  he  should  have  free  ac 
cess  to  strangers,  and  the  better  to  secur 
this,  that  strangers  should  have  free  acces 
to  him.     It  was  one  of  the  express  provi 
sions  of  Magna  Charta,  that  merchant 
should  not  be  obstructed  on  the  high  seas 
and  sir  Edward  Coke,  in  his  commentary 
on  this  clause,  expressly  stated,  that  i 
their  entry  into  our  ports  was  not   prohi* 
bited  by  act  of  parliament,  it  was  uncon- 
stitutional to  prevent  them  from  entering 
In  many  subsequent  laws,,  the  same  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  security  of  fo- 
reigners, a  security  which  did  not  extenc 
merely  to  their  persons,  but  to  their  bodj 
and  goods.  In  support  of  this  doctrine,  th< 
noble  lord  quoted  the  Qth,  14th  and  18th  o 
Edw.  m.  and  likewise  the28tli  of  the  sam< 
reign,  where  it  was  positively  enacted 
that  no  ship  shall  be  arrested  on  the  higl 
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aeas,  or  compelled  to  come  to  England, 
wi^boqt  the  consent  of  the  master  of  Ike 
sh^  oF^^ar^.  He  would  ask,  then,  if  all 
HiMO  statutes,  with  many  of  a  later  date, 
kad  been  repeated,  or  if  they  had  not 
bo^n  infringed  upon  by  the  Orders  in 
Council  now  before  the  house  ?  There  ways 
another  circumstance  which  lie  could  not 
allow  to  pass  unnoticed ;  viz.  the  time  at 
which  these  Orders  were  issued.  It  would 
surely  haTe  been  prudent,  while  a  delicate 
and  important  negociation  was  pending 
with  America,  to  have  abstained  from  any 
proceedings  which  might  tend  to  frustrate 
its  object.  It  would  have  been  prudent  to 
have  seen  what  efiect  might  be  produced 
by  the  reparation  oBered  for  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake,  before  they  excited  firesh 
animosity  by  an  act,  inconsistent,  not  only 
with  the  law  of  nations,  but  with  an  ex- 
istii^  *^®®*y  '^c^^n  this  country  and 
America.  The  treaty  lately  negociated 
in  this  country,  and  which  had  not  been 
ratified  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  was  not  before  the  house,  and 
therefore  he  should  ijot  quote  it.  He  would 
only  remark,  in  passing,  that  the  refasal 
of  the  president  to  ratify  it.  was  no  proof- 

•  that  it  had  not  been  ratified,  because  this 
depended,  by  the  forms  of  the  American 
Constitution,  upon  the  Senate,  and  not 
upon  the  President.  But  without  entering 
upon  that  subject  now,  he  asserted  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  a  positive  in- 
fraction of  the  treaty  concluded  between 
lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Jay,  in  which  it 
was  expressly  stipulated,  that  firom  the  cir- 
cumstances of  American  ships  not  being 
supposed  to  know  what  ports  were  block- 
aded, and  what  not,  they  were  to  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  and 
wore  not  to  be  brought  into  English  ports ; 
whereas  by  the   Orders  in  Council  they 

^  were  to  be  detained  and  brought  in.  There 
Was  only  one  more  high  legal  authority 
With  which  he  would  at  present  trouble 
the  house  by  referring  to,  and  that  was 
the  opinion  of  lord  chief  justice  Hale,  who 
was  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  moat  learned 
and  enlightened  judges  that  ever  graced 
the  annus  of  this  country.  On  Uiis  sub- 
ject, that  learned  judge  observed,  that  se- 
veral acts  of  parliament  having  provided 
for  and  made  n  not  only  lawful,  but  ad- 
vantageoosA  for  foreigners  to  bring  their 
dhips  and  ^oods  into  the  ports  of  thia  kmg- 
dom,  unless  an  act  of  parliament  should 

.  tfterwards  be  made  to  shut  them  out,  no 
•ther  power  in  the  country  can  do  it ;  and 
iHurkig  under  sucii  sanction  and  authority 


entered  into  the  ports  of  this  kingdom, : 
power  exists  in  it  of  preventing  their  goii 
out  of  port  again,  but  an  act  of  parliamei 
In  the  present  measures,  the  privy  coun« 
had  ^st  done  an  act  which  nothing  b 
parliament  could  do,  and  then  bylicenc 
they  had  given  a  power  to  dispense  wi 
that  which  their  own  order  was  meant 
effect.  £n  the  event  of  any  such  cases, 
was  allowed,  that  it  could  only  be  suttere 
in  particular .  points,  ,such  a&  the  irnpo 
tatton  of  provisions,  and  similar  acts 
great  necessity  ;  but  by  no  means  d 
the  law  even  countenance,  much,  less  to! 
rate,  the  receiving  of  money  for  the  ol 
taii^ing  of  licences.  How  coul(jl  mini 
ters  expect  their  conduct  to  be  sarictione 
by  referring  their  acts  to  a  committee 
ways  and  means,  when  those  acts  we 
in  opposition  to  the  law  of  natio 
and  the  law  of  the  land,  to  good  polic 
and  the  express  stipulations  of  treat ie 
to  the  e;Kpress  rules  of  the  prize  couri 
and  th^e  courts  of  admiralty  ?  It  w 
ext^eniely  improper,  to  bring  forw^] 
a  motion  of  the  nature  of  that  no 
before  the  house,  till  his  majesty^ s  mini 
ters  had  obtained  a  Bill  of  Indemnit 
and  till  the  Orders  in  Council  had  then 
selves  been  sanctioned.  Sir  James  Ma 
riott,  who  had  so  long  presided  in  tl 
Admiralty  Court,  had  declared,  that  tl 
justice  of  that  court  was  to  be  admini 
tered  like  all  others,  without  reference 
any  orders  or  instructions  from  the  crow 
or  to  any  limitations,  except  those  impose 
by  act  of  parliament.  U^n  these  estal 
lished  principles  of  public  law,  acknov 
lodged  as  the  standard  of  the  conduct 
the  British  courts  of  public  administratio 
upon  the  acts  and  statutes,  and  authoriti 
he  had  cited,  h'e  felt  it  his  duty,  leavii 
the  policy  of  the  measure  out  or  the  que 
tion,  and  reserving  it  for  the  commute 
where  it  might  be  more  conveni«atl 
brought  forward,  to  declare  against  tl 
Orders  in  Council.  He  considered 
highly  derogatory  to  the  character  of  tl 
country  to  see  such  things  with  indiffe 
ence  ;  things  contrary  to  all  law,  and  n 
t6  be  justified  by  any  principle  of  retali; 
tion  upon  enemies.  Till  the  right  ho 
gent,  should  convince  the  house  of  tl 
propriety  of  these  acts,  by  reference  i 
books  01  public  law  and  the  statute  boo 
till  he  and  his  colleagues  should  have  sul 
mitted  reasons  to  justify  a  Bill  of  Inden 
nity,  and  till  such  a  bill  should  have  bee 
passed^  the  motion  now  offered  was  bighl 
improper. 
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The  CSumcdlor  qf  the  Exchequer  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  in  the  view  the  noble 
lord  had  taken,  and  conceiving  as  the  no- 
ble lord  did,  that  the  law  of  "nations  and 
the  municipal  law  of  the  land  had  been 
violated,  the  noble  loM  was  right  in  re- 
-quiring  explanation  on  these  heads,  before 
he  agreed  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair.  The  noble  lord  wished  now  to  ar- 
gue the  legality  of  these  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  to  resei*ve  the  question  of  policy 
to  another  stage  of  the  business.  But  as 
the  legality  was  so  far  from  being  decisive 
as  to  the  policy/  in  the  noble  lord's  opi- 
nion, the  policy  might  as  well  be  discussed 
first,  and  the  leeality  after.  The  objec- 
tions in  point  of  law  would  not  be  found 
so  strong  as  the  noble  lord  had  stated 
them.'  With  respect  to  the  principle  that 
the  law  of  nations  did  not  admit  of  any 
variation,  not  by  the  privy  council,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  by  mistake  stated,  but 
by  the  king  in  council,  he  was  ready  to 
allow  that  the  prerogative  was  in  that 
case  limited  and  regulated  by  the  same 
rules  of  public  law  as  in  every  other. 
It  was  the  exercise  of  the  king's  preroga- 
tive of  war.  He  was  free  to  admit,  that 
neither  the  prerogative  of  the  king  in 
council,  nor  yet  an  act  of  parliament,  nor 
any  other  act  of  any  individual  nation, 
could  change  the  general  law  of  nations, 
established  and  acted  upon  by  general 
consent.  Thus,  if  the  thing  could  be 
legally  done  at  all,  it  was  as  legally  done 
now  as  it  could  .be  with  the  consent  of 
parliament.  Whatever  right  there  was, 
might  be  as  fairly  exercised  by  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  the  nation  being  at  war, 
as  enforced  by  the  legislative  authority. 
The  measures  that  were  now  in  force  were 
suggested  by  the  propriety  of  retaliating 
the  aggressions  of  the  enemy.  It  was  ex- 
traordinary, after  the  example  set  by  the 
late  administration,  that  the  noble  lord 
condemned  in  opposition  what  he  had  as  a 
minister  sanctioned  and  approved.  The 
noble  lord  said,  that  what  was  done  by 
the  French  Decree  of  Nov.  was  mere  mat- 
ter of  regulation,  affecting  only  the  inter- 
nal regulations  with  respect  to  British 
merchandize.  If  the  noble  lord  thought 
really  so,  he  was  right  in  maintaining  and 
defending  his  opinion.  But,  what  was.  to 
be  lamented  was,  that  the  noble  lord  was 
not  of  the  same  opinion  now  and  when  in 
office.  The  Order  in  Council,  restricting 
the  coasting  trade  of  France  by  means  of 
neutrals,  was  a  proof  that  the  late  minis- 
tors  conceived  the  Order  to  be  executed 

Vol.  X, 


beyond  the  bounds  of  mere  internal  regu- 
lation. If  this  was  the  sentiment  of  the 
late  ministers,  then  what  had  happened 
since  to  make  them  think  differently  ? 
Was  it  the  late  decree  ?  It  was  hard,  in- 
deed, that  having  the  authority  of  those 
who  professed  mildness  in  justificatioti  of 
this  rigour,  those  who  had  avowed  the  ne- 
cessity of  more  active  measures,  should 
now  be  condemned  for  having  followed 
up  what  that  authority  sanctioned.  He 
referred  to  former  times  thus  far,  only  to 
shew  that  the  policy  now  enforced  had 
been  recognised  and  acted  upon  by  the 
late  ministers.  The  decree  x)f  Buonaparte 
declared  the  British  islands  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  subjected  British  property 
to  confiscation.  This  was  certainly,  as 
far  as  regarded  the  blockade,  a  vain  and 
empty  boast.  The  noble  lord  stated,  on 
the  misconceived  authority  of  his  learn- 
ed friend  (sir  Wm.  Scott),  that  a  declara- 
tion of  blockade,  if  not  followed  up  by  an 
actual  blockade,  was  of  no  force  in  law. 
That  might  be  the  case  with  respTect  to  a 
single  port ;  but  when  a  whole  country 
was  declared  in  a  state  of  blockade,  the 
inability  to  enforce  that  blockade  in  its 
full  extent,  proved  that  the  declaration 
was  intended  to  lay  a  ground  for  the  in- 
fliction of  the  consequent  penalties.  The 
French  decrees  alledged  as  the  ground  on 
which  they  proceeded,  the  fact  of  our  de- 
claring and  considering  as  blockaded, 
ports  before  which  there  was  not  a  single 
.Birtish  ship  of  war,  and. on  the  extension 
of  that  principle  they  declared  Our  whole 
empire  to  be  blockaded.  Not  a  step  was 
taken  on  our  part  to  counteract  this  prin- 
ciple, till  it  was  acted  up®n  and  enforced 
by  the  enemy.  The  noble  lord  had  no 
authority  to  bear  him  out.  If  the  noble 
lord  was  prepared  to  contend,  that  the 
enemy's  decree  did  not  admit  the  meaning 
his  majesty's  ministers  affixed  to  it,  what 
did  it  mean  ?  But  when  they  saw  how  it 
was  worded  and  executed,  it  was  too  much 
to  contend,  that  unless  the  decree  for 
blockading  the  British  islands  was  sup- 
ported by  a  blockading  force,  encircling 
these  islands,  so  as  to  make  the  approach 
to  any  port  of  them  hazardous,  it  was  not 
to  be  regarded  as  of  forpe.  France  assert- 
ing, that  we  put  ports  in  a  state  of  block«> 
ade  lyithout  a  blockading  force,  and  as- 
suming the  right  of  opposing  an  enemy 
with  every  art  and  every  weapon  he  used> 
published  the  blockade  of  the  whole  Bri- 
tish islands.  What  was  to  be  inferred 
from  this,  but  that,  without  ships  to  render 
Y  ■  . 
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the  approach  to  our  coa«ts  hazardous,  the 
enemy  would  assume  the  right  to  detain 
vessels  approaching  them,  whenever  he 
Could  catch  them.  All  trade  in  English 
goods  was  prohibited,  and  all  such  goods, 
wherever  found,  were  declared  lawful 
•  prize.  But  the  noble  lord  said,  this  was  of 
no  moment,  as  thcintemal  execution  of  the 
Decree  in  France,  was  all  that  was  intend- 
ed. It  was  rather  singular,  however,  that 
liie  first  news  of  the  publication  of  the 
Decree  at  Berlin,  reached  this  country 
with  an  account  of  its  having  been  rigor- 
ously enforced  at  Hamburgh — Hamburgh 
then,  as  the  noble  lord  hinted  across  the 
table,  under  the  power  of  France,  but  re- 
duced under  that  power  for  the  express 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  extreme  rigour 
of  this  Decree  against  British  c<Mnmerce 
and  British  goods.  The  sanctity  of  every 
neutcal  flag  was,  forsooth,  to  be  most  cere- 
moniously respected  at  sea;  and  every 
right  and  every  principle  of  neutral  ter- 
ritory was  to  be  mvaded  and  violated  by 
htnd.  The 'distinction  of  the  noble  lord 
was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  Uie  rigour 
of  the  terms  of  the  Decree  seemed  to  ap- 
ply more  to  property  at  sea;  aiul  the 
execution  waa  so  rigorously  enforced  on 
land,  where  it  might  have  been  supposed 
not  intended  to  be  enforced  at  all.  Let 
the  house  recollect  the  French  minister 
Bourienne's  declaration  at  Hamburgh, 
that  all  who  carried  on  trade  with  Eng- 
land supported  England ;  that  it  was  on 
that  account  the  I^nch  were  compelled, 
however  reluctantly,  to  take  possession  of 
Hamburgh  ;  that  all  English  goods  must 
be  produced  by  the  Hamburghers  for  the 
purpose  of  being  confiscated,  and  that  in 
48  hours,  domiciliary  visits  would  be  paid, 
and  military  punishments  inflicted  on  the 
disobedient.  Was  this  confining  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Decree  to  French  territory  ? 
In  what  manner  did  Buonaparte  himself 
explain  the  Decree  in  answer  to  the  re- 
monstrance ^m  the  merchants  of  Ham- 
burgh, who  stated,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  goods  seized,  actually  belonged  to 
them,  and  that  the  measures  he  was  pur- 
suing were  pregnant  with  greater  ruin  to 
himself  than  to  his  enemy  ?  "  To  destroy 
the  commerce  of  the  vile  English,'*  said 
he,  "  in  every  possible  way,  is  my  object. 
I  have  it  in  my  power ;  I  wish  to  ruin 
Hamburgh  ;  for  that  would  promote  the 
destruction  of  English  commerce.'*  The 
construction  put  upon  this  Decree  by 
other  countries,  by  Spain  for  instance^  in 
the  manner  iu  which  she  adopted  the  pro- 


visiotis  of  it,  sufficiently  proved  that  r 
doubt  was  entertained  by  them  on  tl 
subject.  But  it  was '  contended  that  tl 
whole  of  the  reasoning  deduced  from  thei 
facts  was  done  away  by  the  representatic 
made  by  the  French  minister  of  Marin 
Decres,  to  general  Armstrong.  This  wj 
the  revocation  with  which  neutrals  ougl 
to  have  been  satisfied ;  which  should  ha^ 
induced  this  country  to  refrain  fi*om  an 
measure  of  retaliation !  Decres  state 
it  as  his  opinion  (his  opinion  merely^,  m 
his  knowledge),  that  the  Decree  did  n< 
alter  the  practise  of  neutral  navigation 
that  it  did  not  affect  the  American  cor 
vention  with  France,  nor  alter  the  exisi 
ing  mode  of  maritime  ,  capture.  Afl< 
having  stated  this  as  his  opinion,  his  ur 
authorized  opinion,  he  proceeded  to  ea 
plain  some  oi  the  secondary  articles  of  tV 
Decree,  but  on  the  most  material  poii 
referred  gen.  Armstrong  to  the  minist 
of  external  relations !  It  being  eviden 
therefore,  that  the  tendency  of  this  Frenc 
Decree  was  such  as  he  had  stated  it,  h 
maintained  that  we  had  a  complete  rigl 
to  retaliate  upon  the  enemy  their  ow 
measures ;  thatif  the  enemy  declared  w 
should  have  no  trade ;  we  had  a  right  t 
declare  that  they  should  have  no  trade 
that  if  the  enemy  proclaimed  British  ma 
nufactufes  good  prize,  we  had  a  right  t 
declare  French  manufactures  and  j^roduc 
good  prize.  Who  were  interested  in  thi 
subject  and  capable  of  appreciating  it 
In  the  first  place,  the  enemy;  secondly 
the  gentlemen  opposite  who  formed  th 
last  administration;  thirdly,  the  eoun 
try  at  large,  as  existing  in  their  represen 
tatives  in  that  Hbuse  ;  and  fourthly,  neu 
tral  nations.  The  opinion  of  the  first  wa 
the  least  material,  but  still  when  it  wa 
considered  how  large  a  portion  of  the  con 
tinent  of  Europe  was  under  the  dominion 
of  the  enemy,  it  became  of  some  conse 
quence  to  know  what  he  had  professed  t 
be  a  principle  of  the  law  of  nations.  H 
had  professed  that  by  the  law  of  nations  ; 
country  had  a  right  to  oppose  its  enem] 
with  his  own  weapons.  As  far,  therefbw 
as  Buonaparte  was  concerned,  his  raajes 
ty's  government  were  warranted  in  thei 
proceedings  on  the  principles  which  h- 
himself  had  professed ;  unless  he  founder 
his  argument  on  the  assertion  that  we  ha< 
first  infringed  the  law,  by  imposing 
blockade.  What  he  meant  by  that  wa 
not  very  evident ;  probably  the  blockadj 
of  unexampled  extent,  formed,  and  meii 
toriously  fi>rmedj  by  the  adminiftra^on  h 
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which  the  nohle  lord  opposite  bore  so  dis- 
tinguished a  part^  irom  the  Elbe  to  Brest.' — 
He  came  now  to  the  second  opinion,  that 
of  the  last  administraHon.  He  was  de- 
siroos  to  shew  the  house,  that  if  there  was 
meaning  in  words,  or  consistency  in  men, 
vuiiess  the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  could 
be  interpreted  away,  as  it  had  been  at- 
tempted to  interpret  away  the  French  De- 
cree, his  majesty's  prevent  government, 
in  issuing  the  Orders  under  discussion, 
had  a  right  to  be  perfectly  satisfied,  that 
however  the  policy  of  them  might  be 
questioned  by  those  who  were  parties  to 
the  former  Order,  to  the  principle  they 
could  have  no  objection.  He  could  also 
adduce  the  authority  of  that  house  in  con- 
firmation of  his  opinion.  On  his  own 
motion  for  the  formal  production  of  the 
Order  of  the  7  th  of  Jan.  a  long  discussion 
had  taken  place.  Not  one  w(»rd  did  he 
or  any  ether  member  urge  against  the  jus- 
tice or  the  legality  of  that  Order.  It  was 
distinctly  argued  as  a  question  of  policy  ; 
and  it  was  contended  by  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite, that  the  principle  on  which  it  pro- 
ceeded was  not  further  extended,  because 
at  that  time  a  further  extension  was  un- 
necessary, but  that  nothing  would  pre- 
vent such  an  extension  should  it  become 
requisite.  He  read  the  preamble  of  the 
Order,  which  asserted  precisely  the  right 
which  his  msyesty's  present  ministers  now 
Bsserted,  the  right  of  retaliation.  Indeed, 
what  else  could  it  be  ?  For  all  that  reci- 
tal could  never  have  been  made^  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a  right,  which 
the  ordinary  usage  of  war  enabled  us  to 
exercise.  The  arguments,  therefore,  of 
the  noble  lord,  bore  as  strongly  against 
the  Order  of  the  late  administration  as 
against  the  Orders  of  the  present.  Ad- 
verting to  the  noble  lord's  reference  to. 
the  CNrder  of  1756,  he  contended,  that  he 
was  completely  mistaken  in  that  reference. 
The  coasting  trade  of  France  was  prohi- 
bited in  1756,  on  this  distinct  ground, 
that  neutrals  had  no  right  to  carry  on 
that  coasting  trade  for  France  in  war, 
which  France  would  have  carried  on  her- 
self in  peace.  With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  retaliation,  was  it  to  be  confined 
exactly  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  ene- 
my ?  If  the  principle  of  right  to  retaliate 
were  admitted,  it  must  also  be  admitted 
that  we  had  a  right  to  chuse  our  mode  of 
retaliation;  otherwise^  in  many  instances,, 
retaliation  would  only  enforce  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  power  retaliating.  Suppose  a 
futnm  wa»  bctlegedy  thia  fortress  stipplied 


with  water  by  two  streams  proceeding 
from  a  neutral  country  ;  and  suppose  that 
the  besiegers  entered  the  neutral  country, 
and  diverted  the  channel  of  one  of  these 
streams,  would  it  be  advisable  retaliation 
for  the  besieged  to  enter  the  neuti-al  coun- 
tiy,  and  divert  the  chamiel  ot*  the  other 
stream  ?  The  French  had  declared  Eng- 
land should  have  no  trade  with  them ;  we 
declared  that  then  they  should  have  no 
trade  at  all. — ^With  regard  to  neutrals,  it 
was  an  unfpunded  assertion;  that  though 
we  had  a  right  to  injure  the  enemy^  we 
had  no  rieht  to  injure  the  enemy  by  means 
that  would  be  prejudicial  to  neutral  pow-  - 
ers.  The  last  administration  by  their  own 
Order  acknowledged  this  assertion  to  be 
unfounded  ;  that  order  was  prejudicial  to 
neutrals,  but  were  t^ey  culpable  for  that  ? 
Certainly  not.  The  question  in  a  case  of 
this  kind  was,  is  the  injury  to  neutral 
Powers  only  consequential  on  measures 
directed  against  the  enemy,  or  is  the  mea^ 
sure  originally  directed  against  neutral 
powers  ?  The  conduct  of  the  last  admi- 
nistration, in  blocking  up  a  whole  river, 
one  side  of  which  was  occupied  by  neu- 
tral powers,  proved  that  they  admitted 
the  justice  of  this  doctrine. — It  had  been 
contended,  that  we  should  have  waited  to 
see  the  efiect  of  the  French  Decree  on . 
neutral  ptowers;  or  whether  Firance  in- 
tended to  put  it  in  force.  The  last  admi- 
nistration had  not  done  so.  Denmark  had 
remonstrated  against  the  Order  of  the  7  th 
of  Jan.  as  injurious  to*  her  trade,  and  went 
so  far  as  to  say  she  would  resist  it^  In 
the  speech  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  described  as  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations.  If,  therefore, 
the  gentlemen  opposite  did  not  abandon 
their  own  principles,  or  say  that  they  did 
not  mean  to  put  in  force  the  measure 
which  they  had  promulgated,  they  bad 
no  right  to  accuse  his  majesty's  present 
ministers  of  precipitation. — He  trusted  he 
had  satisfied  the  house,  that  the  principle 
of  these  Orders  in  Council  was  completely 
justified  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that, 
as  measures  of  war,  they  were  also  consti- 
tutionally justifiable,  having  been  taken  by 
the  head  of  the  executive  government  in 
the  due  exercise  of  his  royal  prerogative. 
— But  the  noble  lord  also  contended,  that 
these  Orders  were  illegal,  and  a  violation 
of  Magna  Charta,  and  the  statutes  of  Ed- 
ward III.  His  answer  rested  on  the  same 
grounds  as  to  the  former  objections; — 
they  were  measures  of  war  which  the  king 
was  entitled  by  prerogative  to  take,  and 
Y2 
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with  which  it  was  never  intended  that 
those  statutes  should  interfere.  The  king 
would  not  be  justifiable  in  taking  such 
measures  for  financial,  for  commercial,  or 
for  political  expediency  only.  This  inter- 
ference with  neutral  property,  had  neces> 
sarily  been  the  practice  of  all  former  wars, 
or  how  could  any  blockade  have  been 
effected  ?  By  every  blockade  we  had  in- 
terfered with  neutral  powers,  since  we 
had  threatened  the  ships  of  neutral  na- 
tions in  the  port  blockaded  with  confisca- 
tion,  if  they  attempted  to  q\ih  it.  If  his 
Majesty's  present  ministers  had  violated 
the  statutes  of  Edw.  III.  and  particu- 
larly the  28th  of  Edw.  III.  to  which  the 
Aoble  lord  called  his  attention  with  so 
much  emphasis,  no  less  had  they  been  vio- 
lated by  the  noble  lord  and  his- friends. 
But,  the  fact  was,  by  neither  party  had 
they  been  violated;  for  they  related  to  a 
state  of  peace  and  not  of  war.  With  res- 
pect to  the  steps  taken  in  consequence  of 
the»French  Certificates  of  Origin,  signed 
by  a  French  consul,  and  givfen  to.  neutral 
vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their 
seizure  by  French  cruisers;  if  by  accept- 
ing these  certificates  neutrals  gave  effect 
to  the  measures  of  France,  we  had  un- 
doubtedly a  right  to  retaliate.  As  to  any 
interference  which  the  Orders  in  Council 
might  have  wjth  the  navigation  laws,  he 
wished  that  subject  to  be  distinctly  ar- 
gued ;  but  not  on  that  night.  Consider- 
ing the  extent  of  those  laws,  it  was  not 
impossible  but  some  part  of  them  might 
haVe  been  infringed.  But  if  they  were 
interfered  with,  it  was  only,  as  they  fre- 
quently had  been  before,  in  instances  in 
which  parliament  sometimes  thought  in- 
demnity necessary  for  the  measures  that 
had  been  adopted,  and  sometimes  recog- 
nized the  legality  of  those  measures. 
Even  h^d  he  been  aware,  when  those  Orders 
were  originally  issued,  that  they  violated 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  navigation 
laws,  that  would  not  have  withheld  him 
from  their  adoption. — ^Another  topic  on 
which  the  noble  lord  had  declaimed  wag, 
that  by  these  Orders  we  had  violated  our 
Treaty  with  America.     Was  that  to  be 

called   a  treaty  which  was  not  ratified 

which  was  returned  to  this  country,  with 
a  declaration  that,  unless  additional  con- 
cessions on  our  part  were  introduced  into 
it,  it  would  not  be  ratified  ?  Were  we 
bound  to  adhere  tathe  stipulations  of  this 
Treaty  ere  it  was  concluded,  and  while  it 
was  sailing  backwards  and  forwards,  from 
one  quarter  of  the  globe  tathe  other  ?.— In 


[3 


imitation  of  the  noble  lord,  he  would  sa^ 
few  words,  at  present,  on  the  policy  oft 
Orders:  What  was  the  state  of  the  t\ 
countries  of  G.  Britain  and  France  wi 
respect  to  trade  ?  Previous  to  the  iss 
ing  of  Orders  in  Council,  France  enjoyi 
by  the  assistance  of  neutrals,  as  great  a 
vantages  of  trade  as  we  possessed  wi 
our  triumphant  navy.  Our  navy,  inde€ 
as  belligerent,  was  neutralized,  and  re 
dered  useless  by  neutral  ships  carrying 
France  all  that  it  was  important  for  Fran 
to  obtain.  This  had  been  the  case  for 
long  a  period,  that  even  prior  to  the  D 
cree,  of  the  21st  of  Nov.  it  might  ha 
been  matter  of  delicate  inquiry,  wheth 
this  country  ought  not  to  have  resorted 
the  measure  of  1756.  But  surely  ti 
noble  lord  mui^  see,  that  aiier  the  issuij 
of  the  Decree  of  the  21st  of  Nov.  a  mu< 
stronger  measure  was  necessary.  Othe 
wise  French  property  conveyed  in  neuti 
bottoms,  would  have  been  safe;  Briti 
property  in  danger. — ^It  had  beendeclare 
that  the  French  Decree  was  a  dead  letti 
and  that  it  was  easi  ly  evaded.  He  was  w< 
aware,  that  the  certificates  of  origin  ga^ 
opportunities,  by  the  assistance  of  forge  i 
and  perjury,  for  the  introduction  of  oi 
goods  OQ  the  continent.  Such  practice 
however,  were  not  to  be  encouraged 
and  do  far  from  its  being  a  dead  lette 
France  was,  from  time  to  time,  supplic 
by  new  provisions  for  the  deficiencies  of  tl 
Decree.  The  different  coasts  had  bee 
lined  with  troops^  and  other  means  < 
improvemeift  from  time  to  time  recurrc 
to. — ^Among  the  arguments  which  ha 
been  urged  against  the  Orders  in  Counci 
it  had  been  contended,  that  they  wei 
the  cause  of  the  distress  which  our  mani: 
facturers  experienced.  It  had  been  sai< 
that  France  had  shut  the  door  against  oi 
commerce,  and  that  we  had  bolted  i 
But  every  one  who  was  at  all  acquainte 
with  the  subject/  must  know  that  the  pres 
sure  which  our  manufactures  sustainec 
was  antecedent  to  the  promulgation  of  th 
Orders,  and  that  it  originated  in  th 
French  Decree.  If  we  entertained  a  hopi 
that  the  great  inconvenience  sustained  b 
the  continent  for  want  of  British  manu 
factures,  might  produce  a  resistance  t 
those  measures  of  the  French  governmen 
by  which  they  were  excluded,  our  polic 
evidently  was  by  increasing  that  incbn 
venience,  to  endeavcmr  to  force  a  markei 
It  was  impossible  to  say  to  what  exten 
the  arbitrary  power  of  France  might  com 
pel  the  countries  under  her  dominicm  t 
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consent  to  their  own  ruin,      if  France 
coald  exclude  our  goods  from  the  cotiti- 
neut,  they  would  have  been  excluded  had 
our  Orders  never  appeared.     If  they  were 
excluded^  we  njust  look,  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  for  the  trade  with  which  by  those 
very  Orders^  we  had  secured  a  monopoly. 
By  that  trade  we  must  endeavour  to  com- 
pensate ourselves  for  the  loss  of  conti- 
nental commerce. — ^With  regard,  to  the 
effect  which  these  Orders  might  have  on 
our  relations^  with  America,  that  was  a 
most  important  subject.      Some  persons 
apprehended,   that    they    might    induce 
America  to  ^o  to  war  with  us.     He  trusted 
not ;  he  believed  not :  no  one  would  re- 
gret such   an  event  more  than  himself. 
He  was  far  from  entertaining  the  mistaken 
idea,  that  we  might  redeem  our  own  losses 
by  the  sufferings  of  America.      Loss  to 
America  was  loss  to  G.  Britain.     He  wish- 
ed to    prevent  war  with  America,  for 
although   the  mischiefe  which   America 
would  suffer  by  x  war,  must  first  be  felt  by 
her,  they  would  eventually  be  felt  by  us. 
The  prosperity  of  America  was  the  pros- 
perity ot   Great  Britain,  and  he  was  as 
anxious  to  preserve  peace  with  America, 
consistently  with  the  rights  and  interests 
of  this  country,  as  any  man.     As  he  hoped 
that  peace»might  be  preserved,  so  he  be- 
lieved that  it  would   be  preserved;    for, 
if  any  ealightened  view  existed  in  Ame- 
rica of  the  principle  of  the    measures 
which  we  had  adopted,  it  was  impossible 
that  they   could  be  the  cause  of  war.     It 
was  impossible  that  the  Americans  could 
look  at  the  Orders  in  Council  without  per- 
ceiving in  them  many  instances  of  caution 
not  to  injure  America.    There  were  vari- 
ous exceptions  in  diminution  of  the  effect 
of  those   Orders,  which  showed  that  we 
were  desirous  of  doing  as  little  injury  to 
America  as  possible.    If  the  noble  lord, 
on  a  review  of  the  arguments  that  had 
just  been  urged,  or  on  a  recollection  of  his 
former  impressions  on  the  subject,  came 
to  doubt    whether  he  was  justified    in 
charging  the  British    Qovemment  with 
acts  of  violence  towards  neutral  nations, 
it  would  be  for  him  to  consider,  what  kind 
of  impression  might  be  made  on  Ame- 
rica, by  the  notion  that  a  great  part  of 
the  deliberative  council  of  England  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  act  now  under  discus- 
sion was  one   against  which,  on^  every 
principle  of  honour  and  dignity,  the  Ame- 
ricans ought  to  take  exception.     If  such 
an  impression,  under  such  an  authority, 
were    to   go    to  Ameriea,   the    conse- 


quences mi^ht  be  highly  injurious  to 
both  countries.  He  recommended  these 
considerations  to  the  attention  of  any  hon. 
gent,  who  might  be  preparing  tg  support 
the  noble  lord's  arguments.  The  British 
government  had  been  actuated  by  no 
spirit  of  jealousy  or  hostility  against  neu- 
tral powers,  more  particularly  against 
America.  They  had  merely  done  that 
which  it  was  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  in 
consequence  of  the  measures  that  had 
been- adopted  by  the  enemy  for  the  des- 
truction of  the  country. 

Dr.  Laurence  eontended,  that  all  the  ar- 
guments which  had  been  used  by  his  right 
hon.  friend,  made  in  favour  of  the  princi- 
ples maintained  by  his  noble  friend.  If 
ever  there  was  a  crisis,  when  no  measure 
of  magnitude,  that  might  ajQfect  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  ought  to  pass  with- 
out the  sedulous  attention  of  parliament, 
it  was  the  present.  The  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil should  be  considered  in  three  points 
of.  view:  1st.  As  to  their  simplicity  or 
complexity;  2dly,  As  to  their  legality 
according  to  the  municipal  law  of  the 
country ;  and  3dly,  As  to  their  legality 
according  to  the  law  of  nations.  The 
number  and  variety,  of  the  orders  and 
explanatory  orders  created  much  com- 
plexity and  confusion,  and  there  were 
many  objections  to  different  parts  of  them, 
some  of  which  even  went  to  their  legality. 
Their  interference  with  the  fi'eedom  and 
security  of  foreign  merchants  wa^  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  Magna 
Charta,  which  ordained,  that  every  faci- 
lity should  be  given  to  alien  merchants 
trading  in  merchandise, '  nisi  publico  pro- 
hibit!, that  is,  by  positive  law.  But  the 
illegality  of  the  Oraers  in  his  mind,  arose 
principally  from  the  gross  abuse  of  the 
Act  of  the  43d  of  his  majesty :  that  pro- 
ceeding on  a  precedent  in  the  late  war,which 
authorised  the  admission  of  certain  articles, 
indispensable  to  us,  direct  from  enemies 
ports,  which  articles  were  to  be  specified 
m  the  king's  license.  The  spec'^cation 
under  the  late  Orders  was  not  confined  to 
a  few  articles,  but  comprehended  the  whole 
book  ef  rates,  and  thereby  suspended  all 
the  navigation  laws,  which  in  the  former 
case  were  but  partially  affected,  and  this 
under  the  shadow  of  an  act,  which  let  in 
but  three  or  four — ^In  the  arguments  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  use,  he  was  not 
very  solicitous  about  the  defence  of  any 
administration ;  but  yet  he  must  think 
meanly  of  himself,  if 'he  could  hesitate  to 
declare,  that  he  felt  a  fixed  and  rooted  aver- 
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9ion  to  a  power  which  game  in  imconstitu- 
tionally,  and  which  he  thought  was  not 
exerted  for  the  benefit  or  honour  of  the 
country.  As  to  the  system  of  moraKty 
which  was  to  be  adopted  in  the  war  with 
Buonaparte,  instead  of  conjuring  up  from 
^  the  infernal  regions  wicked  spirit  to  con- 
tend against  wicked  spirit,  he  would  rather 
that  we  should  draw  down  from  heaven 
the  principles  of  virtue,  justice,  and  true 
fortitude,  to  connect  the  wickedness  of 
others.  There  was  a  species  of  courage 
which  was  as  eminently  displayed  in  the 
cabinet  as  in  the  field  ;  but  the  present 
ministers,  in  their  agonies  and  convulsive 
eflbrts,  seemed  to  wi^  to  prove  that  they 
had  as  much  energy  as  Buonaparte.  He 
was  no  defender  of  Buonaparte,  but  still, 
if  he  did  any  thing  that  was  good,he  was  not 
ashamed  to  say  that  it  was  good.  He  was 
not  ashamed  to  say,  that  some  of  the  best 
laws  in  our  Statute  Book  were  enacted 
during  the  tyrannical  reign  of  Richard 
ihe  3rd,  He  did  not  well  know  how  neu- 
trals could  relish  our  law  of  retaliation.  It 
•eemed  to  be  upoii  this  principle :  '  Buo- 
naparte has  flead  you,  and  therefore  we 
will  cut  you  to  the  bone.*  It  behoved  the 
iegislaturei  before  tjie  Orders  could  have 
any  effect  upon  foreign  nations,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  tbey  were  right.  His  right 
bon,  friend  had  stated,  that  these  Orders 
were  in  retaliation  of  liie  measures  of  the 
enemy,  upon  the  same  principle  as  the  Or- 
der ot  the  7th  of  Jan.  1 807.  But  he  con- 
tended, that  thej  could  not  be  considered 
as  measures  of  retaliation,  because  the 
French  Decree  of  the  2 1st  of  Nov.  1806, 
had  never  been  acted  upon,  so  as  to  require 
such  a  retaliation.  In  proof  of  this  he 
quoted  the  answer  of  the  French  minister 
of  marine  to  the  application  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister  for  an  explanation  of  that 
Decree,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  the 
Decree  did  iK>t  alter  the  maritime  law  of 
France  with  respect  to  cliptures ;  that 
American  ships  would  not  bie  captured 
when  passing  between  the  ports  of  America 
and  Enffland,  and  that  tt  was  only  the  en- 
trance of suchvessels  into  the  ports  of  France 
with  English  goods,  w;hich  amounted  to 
a  breach  o^the  blockade,  fbait  wcndd  sub- 
ject them  to  capture.  Another  comiBii' 
nication,  oa  the  same  subject  dated  the 
24th  of  Dee.  gar^  a  positive  explanatson, 
aB  the  previous  one  had  a  negative  esqila- 
netioii,  that  neatrsd  tessds,  coining  mm 
Soglanilev  1m#  cd€fnia8!^woidd  not  be  re- 
ceived in  the  ports  of  France ;  and,  if 
detected  is.  mAttmnmfi  to  «nute  tbli 


decree  by  false  papers,  would  be  coni 
cated  ;  so  that  the  decree  of  the  21st 
Nov.  had  not  been  acted  upon  in  Fran" 
from  the  time  of  its  publication  up  to  Se 
tember  last,  in  any  manner  to  call  for  t 
retaliation  by  her  Orders  in  Colincil.  T 
Decree  had  been  adopted  in  Spain,  and 
that  country  too,  it  had  not  been  execute 
any  more  tliian  in  France,  in  any  way, 
as  to  authorize  the  measures  that  had  be 
resorted  to  by  this  government.  T 
case  of  the  vessel,  the  Shepherdess, 
American,  with  a  car^o  of  English  mc 
chandize,  which  after  an  appeal  to  t 
Admiralty  Court  at  Madrid,  had  been  i 
leased  from  a  Spanish  port,  he  stated 
demonstrate  that  fact.  There  was  no  ju 
tification  of  the  Orders  in  Council  thei 
fore,  in  the  conduct  of  the  enemy.  As 
the  case  of  America,  it  was  his  wish  th 
we  should  relax  in  our  rights  in  her  favo 
as  much  as  our  circumstapces  would  adu 
of ;  and  here  he  was  ready  to  deny  tj 
application  of  the  principle,  that  we  hi 
no  right  to  search  neutral  merchant  vessi 
for  any  thing  but  contraband  of  war.  Tl 
insult  to  a  state  could  only  be  offered  I 
searching  a  vessel  pf  the  state  ;  the  sear< 
of  a  private  vessel  might  amount  to  a  pi 
vate  injury,  but  xiould  not  be  considered 
public  insult.  As  to  the  ceiftificates 
origin,  his  right  hon.  friend  must  kno^ 
that  until  lord  Auckland's  treaty,  the 
we're  uniformly  required  in  the  ports 
France,  and  in  time  of  peace.  On  all  the 

f  rounds  he  should  agree  with  his  nob 
iend  in  opposing  the  Speaker's  leavir 
the  chair,  because  he  thought  that  this  w 
a  question  upon  which  his  majesty's  m 
nisters  ought  to  fortify  themselves  with  tl 
strength  of  parliament  and  the  sense,  of  tl 
nation,  at  a  time  when  the  eyes  of  tl 
world  were  upon  their  proceedings. 

Hie  Master  oftJte  Rolls  said,  he  had  li 
tened  with  great  attention  to  the  argi 
ments  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  wl 
had  just  sat  down,  and  before  he  proceedi 
specifically  to  observe  on  them,  he  wouj 
beg  leave  to<iRake  one  general  ob'servatic 
in  answer  to  a  principle  that  appeared  i 
him  to  be  hastily  adopted  and  applied  i 
the  reasoning  of  his  hon.  Ukd  learned  frien 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  argued  i 
frtveur  of  the  necessity  of  delay  ;  but 
did  appear  to  him,  that  no  farther  \wi 
of  thnewas  at  all  necessary  to  the  on 
consideration  of  the  subject  now  before  tli 
house.  Ceneiderable  stress  was  laid  b 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  en  tl»  rarioi 
incon^tcMieawlMi^iabis  apiniODi  wei 
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to  be  discovered  in  those  orders ;  but  before 
he  went  into  that  part  of  the  argument  he  , 
must  take  leave  to  say  that,  even  admitting 
those  inconsbtencies  in  their  1^11  force, 
he  could  not  see  how  that  could  be  a  ground 
tor  deferring  their  consideration.  His  hon« 
and  learned  friend  had  said,  that  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  ought  to  go  forth  on  this 
occasion  with  the  whole 'Strength  of  the 
house  of  commons.  It  was  about  a  twelve- 
month since,  that  a  measure  of  this  sort 
had  been  refused  even  to  the  inspection  of 
the  house  of  commons,  and  It  had  then 
been  said,  that  to  call  for  such  a  paper 
would  be  to  interfere  with  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  and  a  denial  of  that  just  confi- 
dence which  was  due  to  ministers ;  that 
no  ground  could  be  laid  for  its  production, 
and  that  parliament  ought  riot  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  it  in  a  shape  that  Could  make  it 
the  subject  of  discussion.  He  was  sur- 
prized, therefore,  to  find  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  refrained  from  giving 
his  advice  till  this  day  upon  the  subject, 
and  that,  entertaining  the  opinions  he  did, 
he  had  not  endeavoured  to  recal  the  late 
ministers  from  an  act  which  he  considered 
unjustifiable.  His  hon.  and  learned  fi'iend 
had  admitted,  that  on  a  principle  of  reta- 
liation, measures  of  this  kind  were  justi- 
fiable, and  he  agreed  with  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  that  when  such  measures 
were  to  operate  upon  innocent  neutrals,  it 
ought  to  be  grave  matter  of  consideration 
wl^ther  they  should  be  resorted  to.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  stated,  that 
mch  measures  ought  to  follow  the  acts  of 
liie  enemy,  or  otherwise  they  would  not 
be  acts  or  retaliation.  With  this  doctrine 
Tic  agreed  in  part ;  but  when  the  enemy 
departed  firom  justice,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  we  were  justified  in  retaliating  in  sub- 
stance, and  not  bound  to  adhere  to  the 
form.  And  he  was  surprized,  indeed,  to 
hear  the  noble  lord  who  opened  this  de- 
bate, put  th€  construction  he  had  done 
upon  the  French  decree  of  1806,  because 
that  construction  took  away  all  justifica- 
tion firom  the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan. 
1807.  It  was  matter  of  astonishment  to 
him  to  hear  any  one  who  had  uttered  a 
syllable  in  support  of  the  Ord«r  of  the  7th 
of  Jan.  ]  807,  objecting  to  the  orders  then 
under  consideration.  The  very  preamble 
of  the  former  order  was  a  refiitation  of  the 
■oble  lord's  arguments.  That  preamble 
Mted  the  gross  injustice  of  the  French 
decree  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  order. 
The  noble  lord  and  his  learned  firiend  con- 
tended^ not  tbat  France  did  not  undemtastd 


the  decree,  according  to  the  construction 
upon  which  the  orders  proceeded;  but 
that  no  person  reading  the  decree  could 
understand  it  so.  For  his  part,  he  could 
not  see  what  other  construction  could  be 
put  upon  it  ;  and  certainly  the  govern- 
ment of  France  was*  not  in  the  habit  of 
making  silly  or  inconsequential  decrees-- 
France  had  stated,  that  our  'departure 
ftom  the  maritime  law,  in  declaring  four 
kingdoms  in  a  state  of  blockade,  was  the 
cause  of  their  declaring  this  kingdom  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  though  without  any  act 
of  blockade.  The  confiscation  was  a  con- 
sequence of  blockade,  and  therefore  not 
necessary  to  be  notified  to  neutrals.  He 
would  not  deny  that  there  were  ambiguous 
expressions  in  the  French  decree ;  but 
these  ambiguities  enabled  them  to  put 
their  own  construction  upon  the  decree,  as 
it  might  suit  the  occasion,  either  to  relax 
in  its  execution,  if  neutral  nations  should 
make  a  spirited  resistance,  or  to  inforce  itj» 
if  they  submitted.  Accordingly,  notwith* 
sta^dmg  the  explanation  given  to  the 
Aiherican  minister,  afi;er  the  lapse  of  some 
time,  when  the  neutrals  had  been  deceived^ 
the  interpretation  that  had  since  been 
published  of  the  decree  declared,  that  all 
vessels  coming  froin  English  ports  should 
be  captured.  He  was  surprized  that  this: 
interpretation,  more  sophistical  than  any 
other  official  paper,  except  the  decree 
itself,  had  satined  the  Americans.  But  it 
had  not,  he  was  convinced,  satisfied  them  ; 
though  here,  where  their  interests  were 
better  argued  than  by  themselves,  that 
impression  might  be  entertained.  During 
the  French  revolution,  he  remembered, 
that  the  c(Miduct  of  the  revolutionists  was 
defended  in  this  country,  upon  grounds 
which  they  never  thought  of  themselves* 
until  they  saw  them  in  the  accoimts  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  British  parliament, 
He  had  seen  an  act  of  the  American  Con- 
gress, which  did  not  refer  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  that  satisfaction.  The  French 
minister  had  said,  that  the  Decree  of  the 
21st  of  Nov.  did  not  alter  the  maritime 
law  of  France.  He  did  not  know  what 
law  was  meant  here.  There  had  befen 
many  such  laws  against  neutrals  during 
the  revolution,  and  if  the  explanation  re- 
ferred to  them,  the  decree  did  not  alter 
them.  The  explanation,  however,  did 
give  every  satisfaction  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Testriction,  or  the  extension  of 
the  decree,  which  was  the  most  important 
information  for  America  to  receive.  Thct 
single  case  that .  favd  been  stated  by  hif 
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learned  friend^  as  it  took  place  in  Spain, 
went  to  the  whole  case,  and  shewed,  that 
not  even  was  the  decree  executed  to  the 
confiscation  of  British  goods,  which  his 
learned  friend. had  admitted  to  be  within 
the  provisions  of  the  decree.  It  was  upon 
that  ground,  that  the  late  ministers  nad 
founded  their  Order,  which  in  the  debate 
this  time  twelvemonth  they  declared  not 
to  be  a  limited  measure,  but  intended  to 
be  followed  up  by  more  vigorous  measures, 
if  France  should  persevere  in  her  injustice. 
What  was  the  Note  delivered  with  the 
treaty  to  the  American  minister,  but  a 
declaration  that  we  should  retaliate  to  any 
extent  which  the  conduct  of  France  and 
the  submission  of  Neutrals  might  render 
necessary  ?  These  Orders  only  declared 
the  ports  of  France  and  her  allies  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  and  their  produce  con« 
traband  of  war  ;  and  France  had  done 
the  same  by  this  country,  llie  excep- 
tions were  so  many  mitigations,  which, 
perhaps,  rendered  the  Orders  more  excep- 
tionable. When  the  coast  from  Brest  to 
the  Elbe  was  declared  last  war  in  a  state 
of  blockade,  commercial  regulations  were 
first  connected  with  the  blockade.  From 
Brest  to  Ostend  could  be  justly  blockaded, 
but  not  the  coast  from  Ostend  to  the  Elbe. 
All  vessels,  therefore,  not  comine  from  or 
going  to  France,  were  permitted  to  pass 
unmolested  to  and  from  theports  between 
Ostend  and  the  Elbe.  The  Orders  in 
Council  did  not,  could  not,  alter  the  law 
of  nations.  The  king  might  issue  iiis  de- 
claration, because  he  was  not  to  leave  his 
courts  to  infer  what  was  the  law  of  nations, 
but  the  king's  declaration  did  not  alter  the 
law  of  nations,  but  was  to  be  justified  by 
that  law.  He  had  never  heard  nor  ever 
read  in  any  book  upon  the  subject,  that 
the  parliament  had  ever  enacted  any  thing 
upon  the  law  of  nations,  or  had  ever  com- 
plained of  the  king's  right  to  declare  war 
or  contraband  of  war.  Municipal  law. 
could  never  regulate  upon  this  point. 
When  the  crown  was  intrusted  with  the 
power  of  making  war,  it  should  not  be  de- 
prived of  the  -means  of  carrying  it  on  with 
vigour  and  efifect.  The  question  respecting 
the  law  of  nations  was  out  of  the  juris- 
diction and  competence  of  parliament, 
and  much  more  now  than  last  year,  when 
the  noble  lord  said  that  \i  would  not  be 
safe  to  lay  papers  of  this  kind  before  par- 
liament. The  words  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment might  unintentionally. trench  upon 
the  prerogative,  so  might  the  words  or  an 
Order  of  Conncil  upon  an  act  of  parlia- 


ment. Hie  question  therefore^  was,  not 
whether  an  mdemnity  was  necessary, 
but  whether  the  law  of  nations  had 
been  violated — ^An  allusion  had  been  par- 
ticularly made  to  one  of  the  Orders,  that 
respectmg  Certificates  of  Origin.  The 
Decree  requiring  these  certificates  had 
been  said  by  his  learned  firiend  to  be  a 
mere  municipal  regulation.  He  consi- 
dered these  certificates  of  origin  as  a  pro- 
hibition of  neutrals  from  carrying  British 
goods,  and  contended  that  this  was  a 
breach  of  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  that 
neutrals,  by  thus  admittinff  that  France 
had  the  power  to  legislate  tor  them,  made 
themselves  her  instruments  against  us. 
Persons  entertained  strange  notions  of  the 
law  of  nations,  when  they  supposed  that  a 
nation  could  not  perform  an*  act  of  vigour 
for  its  own  preservation,  without  violatinff 
the  rule  ot  its  conduct.  But  this  could 
not  be  a  violation  of  the  rule,  for  the  case 
was  out  of  the  rule.  When  the  enemy 
abandoned  the  rule,  it  was  our  duty  not 
to  be  bound  by  it,  but  to  inflict  that  injury 
upon  him  which  he  intended  for  us,  tinttl 
we  forced  him  to  peace.  If  France  could 
continue  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
commerce  through  neutral  trade,  whilst 
we  were  suffering  every  injury  that  could 
result  fi'om  her  decrees,  she  would  have  no 
motive  to  peace,  and  this  country  would 
soon  be  reduced  to  the  alternative,  either 
of  submitting  to  peace  upon  any  terms,  or 
of  continuing  the  war  to  an  endless  period. 
He  thought  that  Europe  might  be  made  to 
feel,  that  a  maritime  power  was  much  less 
dependant  upon  Europe  than  the  continent 
was  upon  the  maritime  power.  He  would 
not  suffer  his  country  to  perish,  merely 
because  the  measures  which  were  neces- 
sary for  its  preservation  might  press  upon 
neutral  commerce,  which  Buonaparte  "had 
before  violated.  There  was  no  contract 
without  a  reciprocal  obligation,  and  if 
tieutrals  did  not  oblige  the  other  party  to 
adhere  to  the  law  of  nations,  they  could 
not  complain  of  us  for  not  adhering  to  it. 
Upon  these,  grounds,  he  saw  no  reason  to 
question  the  propriety  of  these  Orders  in 
Council,  which  would  not  impeach  the 
Order  of  Jan.  1807,  issued  by  an  adminis- 
tration which  certainly  claimed  to  possess 
a  great  portion  of  all  the  talents,  wisdom, 
and  consideration,  of  the  country.  Such 
an  administration .  could  not  have  taken 
such  a  measure,  without  due  deliberation. 
They  could  certainly  not  say  now,  if  they 
had  altered  their  opinion  upon  the  ques- 
tion, that  it  was  lawful  for  tneiu  alone  to 
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▼iolate  the  law  qf  nations^  and  that  the 
door  was  shut  against  all  infraction  of  that 
law  from  the  moment  when  they  retired 
from  office.  It  was  now  a  time  for  indem- 
nity for  the  Order ,of  1807,  because  upon 
that  principle  they  should  make  repa- 
ration for  all  the  measures  that  had  been 
taken  under  that  Order,  restore  all  the 
ships  captured,  and  repair  all  the  losses 
sustained  thereby.  The  noble  lord  had 
said,  that  the  Order  of  1807  was  only  a 
slight  departure  from  th€  rule  of  1756. 
But  if  ever  so  trifling,  it.  was  still  a  depar- 
ture, and  an  alteration  of  the  law.  It  was 
not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  late  ministers 
had  adopted  their  measure  in  the  dark. 
Theirs  was  the  departure  from  the  law  of 
nations ;  the  late  Orders  were  only  in 
conformity  with  that  law,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  retaliation;  and  upon  these 
pounds,  he  should  support  the  motion  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  for  referring  the 
Ordei's  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Windham  could  not  bring  himself 
to  think  that  the  argumentum  ad  homi- 
nem,  the  continual  allusion  to,  and  compa- 
rison with,  the  measures  of  the  late  admi- 
nistration, as  a  justification  of  those  pur- 
sued by  the  present,  was  a  mode  of  argu- 
ment consistent  either  with  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  under  consideration, 
or  the  gravity  of  the  person  by  whom  it 
was  urged.  Still  more  was .  he  surprised 
at  the  extent  to  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  seemed  disposed  to  carry 
the  new  doctrines  which  he  had  broached 
that  night.  Much  stress  had  been  laid  by 
both  sides  of  the  house  on  the  due  observ- 
ance of  the  law  of  nations.  It  would  how- 
ever now  appear,  that,  though  the  law  of 
nations' might  be  extremely  valuable,  yet 
it  were  absurd  to  be  bound  by  them,  when 
it  was  found  convenient  and  useful  to  in- 
fringe them.  But  if  that  were  the  ca$e, ' 
of  what  value  could  they  be  considered  ? 
Who  could  force  naticfts  to  respect  them, 
when  they  should  appear  contrary  to  the 
mterests  of  nations  ?  The  same  might  be 
said  of  moral  law.  By  what  ties  or  re- 
straints would  the  society  of  men  be  then 
regulated  and  bound  ?  Must  not  such  doc- 
trine drive  at  the  abrogation  of  all  law ; 
what  would  laws  be  ^more  than  those  in- 
sututed  at  Highgate ;  laws  which  only 
enjoined  a  conditional  observance?  As 
absurd  and  ridiculous  was  the  idea  set 
op  of  retaliation.  It  would  lead  to  the 
most  strange  and  ludicrous  effects,  if  car- 
lied  to    the    extreme  which  was    insi- 
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nuated,  and  which  seemed  to  be  intended. 
What!  if  a  blind  man  chanced  to  thrust 
out  your  eye,  would  you  in  this  spirit  of 
retaliation,  thrust  out  the  eyes  of  the  blind 
man  ?  Such  however,  were  the  absurdities 
in  which  such  doctrines  were  entangled ; 
such  the  insane  consequences  to  wUch 
we  must  be  driven,  if  any  utility,  how- 
ever slight,  were  to  justify  the  jntringe- 
ment  of  the  laws  of  nations.  If  Buona- 
parte enforced,  for  example,  one  .  of 
his  mad  decrees  at  Hamburgh,  were  we 
therefore  justified  in  extending  the  same 
severity  to.  the  rest  of  the  world  ?  Was  his 
conduct  iirthat  particular  to  be  a  rule  for 
others  to  authorize  them  in  adopting  simi* 
lar  measures  to  an  unlimited  extent  ?  It 
surely  was  not  enough  to  consider  how 
such  measures  of  retaliation  miffht  operate 
on  the  two  powers  more  immediately  con- 
cerned. It  should  also  be  considered  how 
they  might  affect  a  third  party ;  and  above 
all,  how  they  might  affect  America.  But 
hopes  seemed  somewhere  to  be  entertained, 
that  those  rpeasures  might  produce  most 
distressing  effects  on  the  continent.  We 
might^it  seems,  be  able  to  starve  the  con- 
tinent, and  still  be  not  affected  our- 
selves. What  1  starve  the  continent 
and  not  be  affected  ourselves!  was  this 
then  the  manner  in  which  these  vigo- 
rous measures  were  to  effectuate  the  sal- 
vation of  the  country  ?  But  it  was  likewise 
insisted,  that  such  proceedings  belonged  to 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  that 
therefore  parliament  should  have  no  con-  • 
troul  over  them.  If  that  were  true,  why, 
make  them  a  subject  of  parliamentary 
discussion  ?  Why  not  continue  to  enforce 
them,  without  question  or  inquiry  ?  It  was 
unquestionably  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  to  make  war  or  peace.  No  man 
would  dispute  it ;  yet  had  it  not  been  the 
practice  of  parliament,  and  was  it  not  in 
the  nature  of  things,  to  inquire  into  the 
principle  and  justice  of  those  wars,  or  the 
policy  of  the  treaties  by  which  they  had 
been  terminated  ?  Upon  old  principles  it 
was  impossible  to  reason  upon  these  new 
doctrines.  His  chief  object  in  rising,  was 
to  express  his  entire  disapprobation  of 
such  doctrines,  and  to  entreat  ministers  to 
re-consider  and  revise  these  measures. 
They  must  own  that  they  were  exceedingly 
complicated,  and  he  cpvld  not  but  think 
that  a  re- consideration  and  revision  of 
them  was  the  more  necessary,  when  it  ap- 
peared, that  not  only  we  did  not  under- 
stand our  own  measures,  but  that  we  were 
still  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and  ex- 
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tent  of  the  French  Decree  upon  which 
they  were  founded,  and  which  they  were 
intended  to  counteract. 

Sir  Arthur  Piggoit  said,  that  more  pains 
had  been  taken  to  shew,  that  the  Order  in 
Council,  issued  by  the  late  administration 
wife  wrong,  than  to  prove  that  the  Orders 
since  issued  by  the  present  ministers  were 
right.  He  was  much  deceived,  or  his 
majesty's  government  would  in  a  month, 
perhaps  in  a  week,  regret  the  conse- 
quences to  which  these  measures  would 
give  rise.  He  must  therefore  unite  in 
the  wish  and  advice  of  his  right  hon- 
ourable friend,  that  before  it  was  too 
late,  ministers  would  consent  to  reconsider 
and  revise  them,  and  seriously  examine 
how  far,  under  the  circumstances  that 
were  ftkely  to  arise,  they  should  adopt  or 
reject  them.  At  all  events,  they  ought  not 
not  be  pressed  now.  The  house  should 
pause  and  reflect  how  ruinous  their  effects 
might  prove  to  our  trade ;  more  especi- 
ally how  they  might  affbct  our  intercourse 
I  with  America,  almost  the  only  powet  with 
which  we  now  had  to  remain  m  amity.  If 
they,  or  any  neutrals,  could  carry  on  any 
trade  at  all,  the  whole  of  that  trade  must 
be  carried  on  thrpugh  this  country,  and 
under  such  regulations  as  we  might  chuse 
to  impose  upon  iu  Why,  then,  hazard 
'  cutting  up  our  trade  altogether  ?  As  to  the 
Order  m  Council  of  Jan.  1807,  it  never  was 
intended  to  justify  it  on  the  principle  of  re- 
taliation. It  never  was  conceived  m  that 
spirit,  or  intended  to  be  enforced  on  that 
principle.  It  was,  therefore,  with  infinite' 
surprize,  that  he  had  heard  it  compared  with 
the  measures  that  had  since  been  adopted, 
and  in  support  of  which  such  monstrous 
doctrines  had  been  broached  and  insisted 
on ;  and  his  surprize  was  further  increased, 
when  he'  found  it  asserted,  that  the  said 
Order  even  went  to  a  greater  extent  than 
the  present  Oi'ders,  and  that  their  spirit 
and  principle  were  deduced  from  it.  No- 
thing could  be  more  unfounded,  and  no- 
thing could  he  depreoate  more  than  a  blind 
and  hasty  decision  upon  such  important 
^  and  critical  points.  » 

Mr.  Eden  declared,  that  reaMy  he  did 
expect  that  som^  case  would  ^e  made 
out  against  America,  before  such  a  mea- 
sure as  the  present  would  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  house  for  its  adoption.  As 
no  such  case  was  attempted  to  be  shewn, 
.  '  he  found  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  motion. 
--^The  question  was  then  put  and  carried.: — 
The  house  then  went  into  a  committee, 
in  which t  h»  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


proposed  ciertain  duties  on  foreign  prod 
exported  fi'oiii  England.    The  resolut 
were  then  agreed  to  pro  fonna,  and 
report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monc 

4  ==      ' 

House  of  Lords, 
Monday,  February  8. 
Expedition  to  Copenhagen.]  ' 
Duke  of  Norfolk  rose,  agreeably  to  not 
to  move  for  certain  Papers  which  m 
tend  to  throw  more  light  on  the  mot 
which  had  induced  his  Majesty's  minis 
to  propose  and  undertake  the  Expedi 
to  Denmark.  As  he  Understood  that 
production  of  some  of  the  papers  for  wl: 
he  should  move,  would  not  be  obje^ 
to,  he  should  begin  by  moving  for  tl: 
papers,  that  the  observations  which  rels 
to  one  set  of  the  papers,  might  not 
entangled  with  those  which  referrec 
another  set;  he  should  now  theref 
move,  an  humble  address  to  his  majei 
praying  he  would  be  graciously  plea 
to  direct,  that  there  be  laid  before 
house,  such  Proclamations  as  had  b 
issued  by  our  naval  and  military  comm 
ders,  before  Copenhagen,  previous  to  tl 
attack  upon  that  city.  This  motion  be 
agreed  to,  the  noble  duke  proceeded 
move  for  papers  of  a  more  specific  nati 
which  related  to  the  hostile  intentions 
Denmark,  and  the  secret  arrangements  < 
tercd  into  at  Tilsit  between  the  empei 
Alexander  and  Napoleon,  and  which 
rangements  were  said  to  be  hostile  to  i 
interests  of  this  country.  Without 
production  of  documents  of  this  descr 
tion,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  min 
ters  to  make  out  a  case  that  should  app> 
justified  by  the  necessity  underwhich  tl 
pi-etehded  to  have  acted,  and  which  for 
ed  the  chief  apology  for  their  condu 
He  was  aware  that  a  necessity  might  ej 
that  would  supply  a  complete  vindicati 
but  the  difiiculty^fvas  to  draw  the  1 
where  that  imperious  necessitjr  comtnei 
ed  ;  sliid  this  view  of  the  afrnir  led  hi 
fi>r  a  moment,  to  notice  the  Declarati 
subscribed  with  his  m^esty's  name,  whi 
had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Brit 
government,  and  which  must  be  att 
buted  to  the  advice  of  the  servants  of  t 
crown.  After  an  attentive  perusal  of  tl 
instrument,  he  could  discover  no  such  i 
cessity  as  had  been  pretended  ;  that  J 
tempt  at  justification  which  had  been  su 
mitted  to  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  had  fa 
ed,  and  we  were  exposed  to  the  disgn 
consequent  on  tins  ^lure.     Admitti 
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'  di«re  was  such  a  necessity,  the  difficulty 
of  our  situation  was  to  be  met  w^ih  wis- 
dom and  policy.  It  was  not  enough  that 
by  the  effort  we  gained  something ;  we 
must  compare  the  losses  with  the  acqui- 
sitions^ and  determine  which  preponde- 
rated. True  it  was,  that  we  had  gained 
possession  of  the  Banish  Navy ;  but  by  that 
possession  we  had  thrown  Denmark  into  the 
arms  of  France,  and  encreased  the  num- 
ber of  our  enemies  by  the  addition  of 
this  neatral  and  hidependent  kingdom. 
He  did  expect  that  some  pain^  would  have 
been  taken  to  satisfy  the  house  on  this 
questionable  transaction  :  that  the  Decia- 
Tation  being  incompetent,  the  deficiency 
would  have  been  supplied  by  document 
tary  evidence,  showing,  that  had  the  Da- 
nish fleet  not  been  captured  by  our  Navy, 
it  mast  inevitably  have  fallen  within  the 
grasp  of  the  enemy.  It  was  said,  that 
the  danger  was  imminent,  because  Holstein 
was  in  the  power  of  France.  This  asser- 
tion was  incorrect ;  but  were  the  ^t 
otherwise,  until  the  whole  of  Jutland 
shoald  have  been  occupied  by  the  troops 
of  the  foe,  no  such  peril  was  to  be  appre- 
hended 'y  but,  after  we  had  committed  this 

*  act  of  injustice  and  violence,  every  thing- 
was  to  be  feared,  because  we  had,  by  our 
•wn  misconduct,  alienated  the  affections 
of  a  friendly  state  ;  yet,  if  the  French 
army  were  in  Jutland,  was  the  conquest 
of  Zealand  secure  ?  While  the  Danes 
possessed  a  fleet  to  defend  themselves,  the 
enterprize  would  have  been  hazardous  and 
difficult,  and  might  have  ultimately  ter- 
minated in  the  triumph  of  navad  over 
military  tactics.  But  the  utility  of  the 
Danish  marine  was  not  confined  to  her- 
self; it  was  the  constant  object  of  jea- 
lousy to  Russia,  and  contributed  to  con- 
troul  the  operations  of  that  power,  which 
was  now  inimical  to  this  country,  and 
had  the  complete  dominion  of  the^altic 
Sea.  Was  it  intended  by  ministersTo  as- 
sert that  no  nation  on  ear^h  had  a  right 
to  naval  poweV  except  Britain?  The 
saoie  policy  which  led  them  to  capture 
the  Danish  fleet  should  have  urged  them 
on  to  Cronstadt,  to  seize  the  navy  of  Alex- 
ander ;  and  the  marine  of  Portugal  should, 
on  the  like  principle,  have  been  forced 
into  our  harbours.  To  the  application  of 
such  a  rale  of  conduct,  the  globe  itself 
could  assign  no  limit :  from  the  British 
Channef  to  the  confines  of  China  it  was 
to  be  extended.  Nat  Denmark  only,  but 
Hosaia  also,  by  such  an  aggression,,  was 
eonyorted  into  an   inveterate   enemy* — 


Russia,  from  whence  our  arsenals  wejre 
supplied  with  the  most  valuable  articles 
for  the  maintenance  of  our  iparitime  . 
strength. — Russia,  who  herself  possessed  a 
powerful  navy,  which  would  become  a 
most  important  accession  to  the  naval  re- 
sources of  France.  Miivisters,  surely,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  would  be  dis- 
posed, for  their  own  credit,  to  lay  be- 
fore the  house  all  possible  information,  to 
silence  the  tongue  of  calumny,  which  had 
been  so  loud  upon  the  occasion.  His 
principal  motive  in  applying  for  these  do- 
cuments was,  certainly,  the  preservation 
of  the  honour  of  the  country,  which  so 
long  had  maintained  its  character  and  dig- 
nity amongst  the  nations  of  Europe.  He 
did  not  thiitk  it  necessary  to  detain  their 
Ibrdships  any  longer,  on  a  question  .to 
which  he  could  not  conceive  that  there 
existed  any  well-grounded  pbjection,  but 
slKMild  content  himself  with  moving  an 
humble  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  for 
t^e  production  of  the  substance  and  dates 
of  all  information  transmitted  by  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  at  the  court  of  Denmark, 
during  the  last  year,  respecting  the  na- 
val force  of  that  country  ;  and  more  par- 
ticularly respecting  the  measures  that  had 
been  adopted  for  augmenting  the  same, 
or  for  putting  it  in  a  state  of  forward  pre- 
paration for  sea. — On  the  question  being 
put. 

Marquis  Wellesl^  rose.  He  said  he  had 
listened  with  the  greatest  attention  to  the 
speech  of  the  noble  mover,  but  must  cer- 
tainly differ  from  him  as  to  the  necessity 
of  having  before  their  lordships  the  mass 
of  documents,  v^hich  had  been  called  for. 
What !  could  their  lordships  doubt  for  a 
moment,  that  they  had  not  sufficient  proof 
before  them  to  justify  the  conduct  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  in  having  undertaken 
that  great  and  saving  measure,  the  Expe- 
dition to  Copenhagen  ?  He  thought  that 
without  any  further  proof  than  what  was 
already  before  their  lordships,  the  ques- 
tion was  now^  ripe  for  discussion.  On 
stating  this,  he  rested  on  the  proofs  before 
their  lordships  and  the  country,  he  meant 
the  various,  circumstances  and  facts  which 
could  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  most 
common  observer.  Why  ask  for  official 
documents,  when  ^eir  lordships  njiglit. 
adduce  the  progress  of  events,  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  Denmark  and  France,  and 
then  again  the  relative  situation  of  Eng- 
land with  either,  or  with  both  ?  To  ask 
for  further  propfe  than  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  exhibited,  wuiild  be  to  slur 
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and  insult  the  national  character.  In  iisict, 
such  a  •  parliamenbrv  proceeding  would 
be  to  cast  a  i^proach  on  the  country  for 
having  defeated  the  enemy,  and  frustrated 
his  designs  by  anticipation.  With  a  view, 
liowcver,  of  going  as  largely  into  the  sub- 
ject as  some  noble  lotds  seemed  to  wish, 
ne  should  consider,  first,  the  necessity  of 
the  case;  next,  the  designs  of  France, 
and  her  means  to  accomplish  them ; 
thirdly,  the  means  of  Denmark  to  resist 
France ;  and,  lastly,  the  law  of  nations, 
as  involved  in  the  question^  He  should, 
in  taking  his  view  of  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  France,  not  carry  their  lordships 
attention  farther,  back  than  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar,  that  proud  and  gloi*ious  event 
for  the  honour  and  >  independence  of  this 
country.  At  that  period  there  was  a  hos- 
tile disposition  against  France  on  the  con- 
tinent; even  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Prussians^  there  existed  an  enmity  and 
disposition  on  the  continent  against  her 
influence  and  dominion ;  in  fact,  as  long 
as  the  continent  saw  any  hope  of  resisting 
the  French  with  success,  a  rancorous 
feeling  and  disposition  to  manifest  resist- 
ance, appeared,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, ill  most  places  which  could  bid  defiance 
lor  the  moment  to  the  power  of  France  ; 
but  he  was  sorry  to  add,  that  the  feelings 
and  disposition  which  had  thus  distinguished 
the  continent,  while  the  fete  of  France 
wars  questionable,  immediately  changed 
after  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Friedland. 
From  that  time  the  hope  of  the  continent 
%vas  turned  into  despair,  the  face  of  things 
was  altered,  and  instead  of  resistance  be- 
ing thought  of,  every  thing  fell  before 
the  sword  of  the  triumphant  armies  of 
franco.  Taking  up  the  situation  of  Buo- 
naparte at  this  period,  how  different  was 
it  from  his  condition  at  the  period  when 
\  we  gained  the  victory  of  Trafalgar !  Though 
a  short  time  had  elapsed  from  the  achieve- 
ment of  that  memorable  event  to  the 
success  of  the  French  at  Friedland,  yet 
such  a  sudden  change  had  ^aken  place  on 
the  continent,  that  the  hopes  of  further 
resistance  to  them  seemed  wholly  aban- 
doned. This,  then,  being  the  relative  si- 
tuation of  France  and  this  country  at  the 
time,  it  must  be  obvious  to.  every  thinking 
mind  that  Buonaparte*  would,  immediately 
turn  his  views  and  power  against  the  re- 
sources and  ascendancy  of  the  British  em*' 
pi  re.  Did  their  lordships  want  any'  proof 
of  his  intention  to  destroy  and  annihrlate 
our  independence,  nay,  our  very  exist- 
ence a^  a  nation?  Could  a  doubt  remain 


in  the  breast  of  their  lordships  of  his  ha- 
tred, and  of  disposition  to  try  all  means  by 
which  he  might' accomplish  our  ruin  and 
overthrow  ;  and  how  could  he  expect  to 
promote  his  designs  so  efiectually  as  by 
the  complete  ruin  of  our  commerce  and 
naval  superiority?  He  had  asked  their 
lordships,  whether  they  could  hesitate  for 
a  moment  to  decide  that  such  was  the  in- 
tention of  Buonaparte;  but  if  doubt« 
could  be  still  entertained  on  a  subject, 
which  to  him  appeared  as  clear  as  possi- 
ble, surely  they  must  be  removed  by  the 
declaration  of  the  enemy  himself,  who 
vaunted,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Friedland, 
that  he  had  conquered  the  peace  of  the 
continent.  And  how  did  he  gain  his  ob- 
ject even  on  the  continent.?  By  compel- 
ling the  powers  whom  he  conquered,  or 
whom  he  intimidated  into  an  alliance,  to 
yield  to  his  wishes,  and  co-operate  with 
nim  in  his  fixed,  his  determined,  hostility 
against  the  existence  of  this  great  enipire. 
Having  thus  forced,  directly  or  indirectly, 
all  the  powers  which  he  was  able  to  con- 
trottl,  in  the  first  instance,  against  Eng- 
land ;  having,  as  he  stated,  conquered  a 
peace  on  the  continent,  in  order  to  com- 
mence a  terrible  war  against  our  naval 
superiority,  could  it  be  supposed  4)y  any 
reflecting  man  in  the  country,  with  such 
evidence  before  him,  of  a  determined 
and  fixed  resolution  to  try  all  means  for 
the  accompltshmen]t  of  our  downfall — 
could  it,  he  would  again  ask,  be  supposed 
that  our  active,  desperate,  and  powerful 
enemy,  would  have  neglected  to  avail 
himself  of  the  means  and  resources  which 
Denmark  presented  for  the  fiirtherance  of 
his  projects  ?  Was  it  to  be  imagined  that 
the  consummate  general  and  able  states- 
man who  was  at  the  head  of  afiairs  in 
France,  entertaining  such  views,  would 
neglect  the  desirable  expedient  of  adding 
the  nasy  of  Denmark  to  his  resources.  If 
we  sh^ld  not  be  satisfied  with  this  pre- 
sumptive proof,  we  might  bring  the  testi- 
mony still  nearer;  for  he 'announced  this 
intention  almost  in  direct  terms,  after  the 
fetal  battle  of  Friedland ;  and  the  whole 
of  his  subsequent  conduct  had  been  illus- 
trative of  it.  The  movement  of  the  French 
armies,  the  appointment  of  a  distinguished 
offiicer  in  Hamburgh,  close  to  the  scene  of  ' 
action,  and  the  collection  of  a  vast  military 
force  in  that  neighbourhood,  all  conduced 
to  shew  that  he  meant  to-  overawe^  if  not 
to  conquer,  Denmairk;  and,  either  by  fif«ud 
or  force,  to  render  her  subservient  to  his 
grand  project  fin:  4he  humiliation  of  Great 
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Britain.  This  plan  was  not  confined  to 
I>enmark ;  it  was  to  be  extended  to  Por- 
tugal ;  and  iii  both  ^countries  all  British 
subjects  were  to  be  seized,  every  means 
of  oppression  was  to  be  employed,  the 
combined  forces  of  these  kingdoms  were 
to  be  directed  to  complete  the  punish-* 
ment  of  the  oppressors  of  the  seas,  the 
enemies  to  the  freedom  of  navigation 
throughout  the  world.  This  was  not 
vague  conjecture  i  the  purpose  was  dis- 
,  closed  at  the  court  of  France  by  her  mili- 
tary ruler  to  the  ambassadors  of  Portugal 
and  of  Denmark,  in  immediate  success 
sion.  The  communication  was  not  made 
in  the  moment  of  haste,  or  under  the 
ebullition  of  passion :  it  was  imparted 
during  the  frigid  formalities  of  state  cere* 
mony.  It  was  well  known,  that  before 
the  1st  of  September,  he  publicly  de- 
manded of  the  minister  of  the  court  of 
Portugal,  in  the  presence  of  the  ministers 
of  all  the  courts  who  had  envoys  in  his 
presence,  whether  he  had  transmitted  his 
order  to  the  court  of  Portugal  to  join  their 
fleet  to  the  maritime  confederacy  against 
England,  to  shut  their  ports  against 
its  trade,  and  to  confiscate  the  property 
of  its  subjects  within  the  Portuguese  terri- 
tory ?  and  having  said  this  he  turned 
round  to  the  Danish  minister  and  asked 
him,  whether  he  hadiransmitted  the  same 
order  to  his  court?.  The  design  of  the 
emperor  of  the  Frei^ch,  therefore,  to  draw 
the  fleet  of  Denmar^  into  his  power,  was 
manifest,  and  no  docuniients  were  required 
to  make  it  more  clear.  That  he  had  the 
power  to  carry  his  designs  intp  execution 
was  to  him  equally  clear. — It  had  been 
asserted  by  the  noble  duke,  that  many 
difficulties  would  remain  to  be  encounter- 
ed, even  afler  the  enemy  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  peninsula  of  Jufl^d. 
The  noble  marquis  said  he  had  himself 
taken  some  pains  to  collect  information  as 
to  the  maritime  obstructions  and  facilities 
on  the  coast  of  Zealand,  which  he  would 
submit  to  the  notice  of  their  lordships, 
in  answer  to  the  opinions  to  which  he  had 
just  adverted.  The  ordmary  state  of  the 
Belt  in  the  winter  season  was  to  have 
the  passage  intercepted  by.  floating  ice, 
which  was  carried  off^  by  the  current,  and 
dispersed  by  the  wind^  or  occasionally 
melted  during  a  warm  interval,  so  as  en- 
tirely to  disappear.  There  were  no  tides 
in  the  Belt ;  and  the  oourae  of  the  stream 
accompanying  the  wind,  nothing  was  more 
frequent  than  for  vessels  in  that  channel 
to  be  driven  off  from  tbeir  station,    fa 


this  situation  of  things,  the  enemy  might 
with  fecility  efifect  his  purpose  of  transport 
from  the  adjacent  territory.  The  large 
extent  of  coast  was  another  circumstance 
to  be  considered ;  so  that,  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  supposing  any  ^vourable  state 
of  the  elements,  it  could  be  readily  ima- 
gined, that  the  occupation  of  the  conti- 
nental dependencies  of  Denmark  would 
be  soon  followed  by  the  conquest  of  her 
insular  possessions.  It  might  be  inquired, 
if  the  Danish  ai)my  would  be  inactive  du- 
ring these  hostile  proceedings  ?  What  was 
its  strength }  It  was  stated  at  25,000 
men,  on  paper ;  but  he  believed,  in  ef- 
fective force,  it  did  not  exceed  18^000. 
How  could  this  irregular  leVy  encounter 
the  victorious  troops  of  France,  poured 
into  the  country  in  numbers,  at  pleasure, 
proportioned  to  the  degree  of  resistance 
'  to  be  expected  ?  It  perhaps  would  also  be 
asked,  on  what  principle  of  policy  it  was 
that  we  offered  to  guarantee  to  Denmark 
the  security  of  her  dominions,  when  so 
nrnch  difficulty  must  attend  their  preser-, 
vation }  He  would  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine what .  might  have  been  the  result^ 
had  the  Danish  army  been  supported  by 
British  valour,  and  had  their  combined 
exertions  being  aided  by  the  organization 
of  a  patriotic  people,  in  def<^.nce  of  their 
hearths  and  their  altars;  but,  in  any  view 
he  could  take  of  the  subject,  it  woiild 
have  been  an  arduous  and  difficult  enter- 
prize.  Some  inconvenience  would  have 
arisen  from  other  causes.  Zealand  did 
not  affi)rd  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provi- 
sions for  the  maintenance  of  its  own  inha- 
bitants ;  and  hence,  even  for  the  ordinary 
demand,  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  obtain 
her  principal  articles  of  subsistence  from 
Holstein  and  Jutland^  If  numerous  forces 
were  collected  in  the  island,  much  larger 
demands  would  be  made  upon  the  con-, 
tinent  than  could  be  answered,  because 
the  French  would  be  in  possession  of  those 
dependencies,  and  thus  the  apparent  means 
of  security  would  increase  their  danger, 
and  they  would  ultimately  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  their  own  necessities.  Whatever  might 
be  the  disposition  of  England  to  assist  tUem 
in  this  emergency,  it  might  be  physically 
impossible;  the  inclemency  of  the  season 
would,  probably,  pfevent  access  at  the 
time  when  communication  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  their  support.  Reflecting, 
then,  on  all  these  circumstances,  it  was 
bis  firm  conviction,  th,at  whenever  the 
Fpench  thought  it  necessary  to  their 
sclMHnes  of  aggrandisement  or  power,  Zea-* 
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l«nd  would  have  become  an  easy  victim  to 
their  ambition.  The  policy  of  Buonaparte 
might,  perhaps,  have  dictated  less  violent 
means;  he  might  have  contented  himself 

.  with  threats, "  I  will  spare  you/'  he  might 
have  said  ''  your  blands  ;  1  will  even  re- 
sign to  you  your  continental  possessions, 
on  the  condition  that  you  Unite  your  naval 
and  military  forces  with  the  rest  of  Europe 
against  the  conunon  enemy.  If  you  ob- 
stinately persevere  in  maintaining  your 
relations  of  amity  with  the  despot  of  the 
ocean,  your  German  provinces  shall  be 
partitioned  by  new  claimants,  and  your 
islands  shall  become  dependencies  on  the 
adjacent  shores.'^  It  was  hot  difficult  to 
discern,  that  Denmark  had  no  strong  bias 
in  favour  of  this  country :  her  disposition 

'  was  manifestly  shewn  on  the  memorable 
occasion  of  the  armed  neutrality.  But 
nice  inquiries  into  her  political  attach- 
i^eiits  were  not,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, necessary;  it  was  sufficient  to 
shew,  that  she  was  absolutely  dependent 
upon  France ;  and  the  unavoidable  con- 
clusion was,  that  she  would  be  subservi-* 
^it  to  the  purposes  of  France.  Thcr  state 
of  the  continent  necessarily  assimilated 
ker  interest  to  th^t  government ;  and,  in 
Uuth,  she  held  her  most  productive  terri- 
tories only  by  its  permission.  Not  only 
her  dominions,  but  the '  chief  support  of 
her  importance-^her  commerce,  was  at 
the  disposal  of  the  same  power ;  for,  in 
time  of  war  especially,  she  must  be  de- 
prived oi  her  intercourse  with  the  most 

'  opulent  states,  unless  the  concurrence  of 
France  should  sanction  her  proceedings. 
From'  all  that  had  been  urged  on  these 
various  departments  of  the  subject,  he 
would  draw  three  natural  inferences.  Is^. 
It  was  the  purpose  of  France  to  seize  the 
Danish  Fleet.  2d.  It  was  ii\  the  power  of 
France  to  seize  it.  3d.  Denmark  had  no 
adequate  means  of  resistance — .He  would 
consider  these  positions  now  as  sufficiently 
established,  and  would  proceed  to  some 
other  matters  of  great  weight  in  his  view 
of  the  subject.  What  would  have  been 
the  consequence,  had  France  obtained  the 
co-operation  of  this  powerful  marine? 
Tlieir  lordships  would  immediately  per- 
ceive, that  it  would  not  have  been  a  soli^ 
tary  acquisition.  It  would  have  he&x  ad- 
ded to  the  navy  of  Russia*  and  the  sub- 
jection of  the  Swedish  fleet  would  have 
precipitately  followed;  and  thus,  the  whole 
of  the  floating  stren^h  of  these  three 
powers  would  have  been  under  the  con- 
trottl  of  our  enemy*    It  would  have  b^n 


no  trifling  accession ;  40  sail  of  the  line 
would  have  been  placed  in  a  commanding 
situation  for  the  attack  of  the  vulnerable 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  tor  a  descent  upon 
the  coasts  of  England  or  Scotland ;  and  in 
opposition  to  this  formidable  navy  the  ad- 
miralty could  not  have  assigned  any  rom« 
petent  force,  without  weakening  our  sta« 
tions  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  in  the  Indian  seas,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  most  necessary  to  maintain  our  supe- 
riority in  all  these  situations.  Such  being  ^ 
the  character  and  power  of  the  enemy, 
and  such  the  condition  of  Denniark,  was 
it  possible  that  any  one  of  their  lordshipa 
could  assert  that  the  danger  was  not  immi- 
nent ?  The  case  of  danger,  made  out,  even 
in  the  imperfect  manner  he  had  stated  it, 
was  so  great,  that  it  concerned  the  very 
existence  of  the  country,  as  an  independent 
power.  Had  ministers  not  acted  as  they 
had  done,  they  would  have  fatally  aban- 
doned their  highest  duties ;  and  he  hoped 
in  God,  that!  if  ever  similar  circuihstances 
should  occur,  the  same  wisdom  wbuld  be 
found  at  the  helm,  to  coiiduct  the  vessel 
of  the  state  in  security,  amid  the  ^oals 
and  rocks  that  threatened  its  destruction  ? 
The  moment  was  precious:  a  few  weeks, 
perhaps,  the  progress  of  a  single  week, 
would  have  rendered  the  attempt  unsuc- 
cessful, and  we  should  have  Weu  exposed 
to  all  the  dreadful  consequences  he  had 
detailed.  Addressing  a  British  audjf«nce# 
he  could  scarcely  justify  arguing  the  sub- 
ject ;  the  peril  to  which  the  nation  was 
liable  called  up  every  sentiment  of  affec- 
tion -to  oyr  constitution,  to  our  liberties, 
and  our  laws,  and,  in  terms  mandatory 
and  irresistible,  dictated  the  course  which 
must  be  pursued.  The  violence  which 
had  been  attributed  to  this  measure^  was 
unavoidable  ;  every  attempt  at  negocia- 
tion  was  unsuccessfully  made ;  every  ofier 
of  ren^uneration  was  insultingly  rejected. 
It  would  have  been  useless  to  have  extorted 
promises  irom  a  people  wholly- at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  enemy ;  nothing  less  than  the 
resignation  of  the*  fleet  was  sufficient,  and 
the  means  by  which  it  was  obtained  was 
justified  on  every  principle  of  truth,  of 
equity,  and  of  honour.  The  great  max- 
ims of  the  law  of  nations  were  founded  on 
the  law  of  nature ;  and  the  law  of  security 
or  self-preservation  was,  among  these,  the 
most  important  and  sacred.  It  w«s  a 
law.  equally  to  be  obeyed  by  individuals 
and  communities.  The  king,  placed  at 
the  bead  of  the  great  society  subsisting  oit 
these  islahds,  had  no  duty  paramount  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


349]        PAUL  DEBATES,  F)eb.  9,  1808 — to  the  Expeditim  to  Ccpmhagen.        [350 


the  protection  of  bis  people,  and  by  the 
servants  of  tbe  crown  this  imperious  duty- 
had  been,  on  this  momentous  occasion^ 
vigilantly  and  ably  discharged.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  great  law  of  nature  and  nations 
was  clearly  applicable  to  the  case  before 
their  lordships.  Here  was  an  instrument 
of  war  within  the  grasp  of  our  inveterate 
enemy :  we  interposed  ^and  seized  it ;  and 
this  act  of  energy  arid  wisdom  was  to 
have  the  hard  epithets  of  rapine  and  im- 
.  piety  ascribed  ^to  it !  To  shew  that  injury 
had  been  done  to  an  innocent  party  in  a 
t;'ansaction,  was  not  to  prove  its  iniquity. 
All  war  had  the  effect  to  involve  in  its 
horrors  the  helpless  and  the  innocent ;  but 
it  was  not  on'that  account^  necessarily  un- 
just. Let  any  man  say  how  war  could 
be  conducted  without  it.  As  neutral  in- 
dividuals might  be  sacrificed  in  the  com- 
mon calamity,  so  also  might  neutral  na- 
tions. In  cases  of  this  kind,  tbe  party 
committing  the  injury  was  frequently  mis- 
taken ;  it  was  often  not  done  by  the  os- 
tensible instrument,  but  by  the  silent  agent, 
which  by  previous  misconduct  had  ex- 
posed the  soiferer  to  such  an  unfortunate 
situation.  Were  not  such  principles  fairly 
referable  to  every  part  of  this  extraordi- 
nary case  ?  If  he  had  accurately  stated 
the  relative  rights  of  communities  as 
founded  on  the  laws  of  nature,  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  had  only  put  in  ex- 
ercise that  law  of  self-preservation  that 
needed  no  learned  and  intricate  disquisi- 
tions to  justify.  What  signified  reasoning 
on  abstract  rights,  it  might  be  said,  when 
the  general  voice  of  Europe  proclaimed 
the  criminality  of  our  conduct  ?  But,  was 
the  tongue  of  £urope  free  as.  to  the  great 
principles  of  public  law,  afifectini"  the  in- 
terests of  Great  Britain,  especially  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  our  maritime  claims  ? 
Could  their  lordships  point  out  any  place 
on  the  map  of  Europe  where  any  one 
dared  to  breathe  a  sentiment  adverse'  to 
the  ruler  of  France  ?  What  flag  was  free  ? 
What  ship  navigated  the  ocean  but  under 
his  orders  ?  What  commerce  was  there  in 
Europe,  bat  under  his  appointment  and 
controal?  What  soldier,  what  lawyer, 
what  churchman,  what  layman,  dared  to 
ttter  an  opinion  inimical  to  him?  Was 
not  the  sabjoeation,  not  only  of  the  con- 
tinent, but  of  the  body  and  mind  of  every 
individual  on  its  surface  complete  ?  It  re- 
minded him  of  the  condition  of  humiliated 
Greece,  when  the  arms  of  Philip  of  Mace- 
don  were  triumphant,  and  the  Delphic 
Apollo  was  taid^  by  a  distinguished  orator 


of  that  time,  to  speak  only  in  the  Macedo- 
nian dialect.  Every  where  throughout 
Europe  the  oracular  decisions  by  which 
she  was  governed  were  Frenc^h,  and  to 
them  obedience  was  "paid,  due  only  ta 
divine  authority.  From  these  consider- 
ations, he  hoped  that  the  conduct  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  \yould  be  respected 
and  approved  ;  that  no  proceeding  in  par- 
liament would  tend  to  sully  the  glory  of 
this  most  distinguished  achievement ;  and 
that  nothing  would  lead  the  world  to  sup- 
pose that  the  councils  of  the  nation  sus- 
pected the  purity  and  honour  of  this 
great  and  saving  measure.  It  would  be 
a  source  of  gtatification  to^  the  enemy,  if 
he  saw  that  the  senate  of  the  land  joined 
in  the  condemnation  he  had  so  hastily  de- 
teimined.  This  was  the  severest  blow  he 
had  felt  since  he  had  commenced  his 
reign;  on  one  occasion  at  least,  fortune 
had  not  attended  his  chariot  wheals,  and 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  most  favourite 
project  he  had  been  humbled  and  disap- 
pointed. •  The  noble  marquis  repeated  his 
conviction  that  his  ms^esty's  n^inisters 
had,  in  the  case  before  the  house,  rendered 
a  great  and  essential  service  to  the  coun- 
try ;  and  feeling  as  he  did  upon  the  occa- 
sion, he  must  decide  against  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  noble  duke. 

Lord  Hiachmson, — ^My  lords;  I  have 
listened  with  the  greatest  attention  to 
the  very  able  and  eloquent  speech  of  the 
noble  marquis,  but  have  been  unable  to 
extract  firom  it  any  justification  satisfac- 
tory to  my  mind  of  the  expedition  to  Co- 
penhagen. According  to  my  opinion, 
the  noble  marquis  has  completely  failed 
in  proving  that  Zealand  could  not  have 
been  effectually  defended,  even  if  the 
Fr^ch  were  in  possession  of  Holstein  and 
Jutland.  I  am  of  opiniod,  that,  even  sup- 
posing the  French  to  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  Holstein  and  Jutland,  still 
Zealand  might  have  been  defended  with 
efifect  against  the  French  arms.  My  lords, 
it  was  my  lot  to  be  employed  on  a  very 
important  mission,  and  I  think  it  the 
more  necessary  to  say  a  *  few  words  res- 
pecting that  mission  in  consequence  of 
partial  extracts  from  my  letters  having 
been  communicated  in  another  place,  by 
which  I  haye  been  held  out  as  giving  opi- 
nions which  were  never  delivered  by  me. 
The  Russian  army  in  Poland  never  amount- 
ed to  more  than  70,000  men,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  detached  divisions,  amount- 
ing to  about  50,000.  The  French  troops 
were  estimated  at  150,000.     From  the 
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disasters  sustained  by  the  former,  and  after 
the  unfortunate  battle  of  Friedland,  the  loss 
of  the  Russians  amounted  to  40«000  men : 
they  lost  also  1898  officers,  and  29  gene- 
rals. I  was  then  perfectly  conyinced  that 
Russia  must  make  peace  with  France.  I 
believe  also  that  the  emperor  of  Russia 
was  sincere  in  his  desire  to  mediate,  if 
possible,  a  peace  between  this  country 
and  France ;  but,  at  all  events,  I  then  be- 
lieved that  the  relations  of,  peace  and 
amity  might  have  been  preserved  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Russia.  The 
Treaty  of  Tilsit  was  signed  on  the  7th  of 
July.  On  the  23d  of  August,  my  lords, 
I  had  a  conversation  with  the  emperor  of 
Russia  at  Kamincostroff.  His  imperial 
majesty  asked  me  whether  I  had  not  ad- 
mitted to  count  Strogon<^  three  days 
after  the  battle  of  Friedland,  that  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  make  peace  ?  I  told 
him  that  I  had  done  so,  that  I  was  of  that; 
opinion  then,  which  subsequent  events 
had  confirmed  ;  that  I  thought  myself 
bound  in  justice  to  him,  and  to  myself, 
publicly  to  avow  it,  which  I  should  con- 
tinue to  do  as  long  as  I  lived.  His  impe- 
rial majesty  said,  we  are,  then,  both  agreed 
on' the  necessity  there  was  to  make  peace. 
I  answered  in  the  affirmative.  His  im- 
perial majesty  proceeded  to  state,  that  he 
had  offered  his  mediatipn  to  England; 
that  he  attached  no  false  vanity  (ghriok 
was  the  French  word)  to  the  acceptance 
or  rejection  of  his  mediation  ;  but  that  it 
was  his  most  sincere  and  anxious  wish  that 
England  should  make  peace^  as  he  was- 
sure  that  it  was  his  interest,  and  also  that 
of  Europe,  and  ours,  that  we  should  re- 
store tranquillity  to  the  world. — I  said  to 
his  Imperial  majesty,  that  he  had  not  given 
AU&cient  time  for  England  to  accept  or 
reject  his  mediation,  because  a  much 
longer  period  than  a  month  must  elapse 
before,  any  answer  could  be  received  ;; 
aiid  though  the  disposition  of  my  mind 
inclined  towards  peace,  I,  nor  no  other 
man  in  England  would  accept  it,  but  on 
conditions  the  most  reasonable  and.  ho- 
nourable ;  that  as  far  as  we  were  concern- 
ed,, the  events  of  the  war  had  been  highly 
favourable. — I'o  which  his  Imperial  ma- 
jesty replied,  that  the  time  allowed  was  4>f 
no  importance,  because  we  might  take  three 
or  four  months,  if  we  pleased,  to  accept  or 
reject  his  mediation  t  but  his  anxious  wish 
ft&d  desire  vvas,  that  we  should  make 
p«ace.  That  he  had  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  feelings  and  character  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Eiigl»iid^  thfit  he  had  been  made 


acquainted  by  Buonaparte  with  the  con- 
ditions of  peace  proposed  to  be  offered, 
and  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  even  I  my- 
self would  consider,  them  to  be  highly 
reasonable  and  honourable. — Some  confi- 
dential conversation  followed,  which  I 
do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  disclose, 
but  from  what  then  passed,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  I  was  justified  in  believing, 
that  tne  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
might  have  been  preserved  between  the 
two  countries.  It  has  been  stated  in  an- 
other place,  that  I  had  given  an  opinion, 
that  if  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  had  not 
taken  place,  Russia  would  not  have  gone 
to  war  with  this  country.  My  lu'rds,  I 
never  gave  any  such  opinion,  nor  do  I  mean 
now  to  say,  that  if  that  attack  had  not 
been  made,  there  Would  have'  been  no 
war  with  Russia,  but  I  mean  to  say,  that 
the  result  of  that  expedition  did  materially 
change  the  relations  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Russia,  and  give  rise  to  senti- 
ments of  a  very  hostUe  nature  at.  the 
Court  of  Petersburgh.  Intelligence  of 
the  result  of  the  attack  on  Copenhagen 
arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh  on  the  27th  or 
28th  of  August  On  the  4th  of  ^pt.  I 
saw  the  emperor  a  second  time  at  Kamin- 
costroff. His  Imperial  majesty  began  the 
conversation  by  asking  me,  "  what  I 
thought  of  our  attack  upon  Copenhagen  ?*' 
I  replied,  that  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  circumstances  which  had  occasioned 
that  attack,  but  that  I  hoped  the  adminis- 
tration in  England  could  justify  them- 
selves, and  prove  to  the  world  that  the 
Danes  were  on  the  eve  of  joining  all  their 
forces  to  the  French,  to  make  common 
cause  against  England. — His  Imperial 
majesty  told  me  in  reply,  that  it  was  im- 
possibl  Abr  me  to  be  of  that  opinion,  if  I 
would  recollect  the  repeated  conversations 
which  had  taken  place  between  us,  on  the 
subject  of  Denmark,  at  Bartenstein,  in 
which  he  told  me  that  he  had  used  every 
effort  in  his  power  to  bring  forward  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,  and  to  induce 
him  to  join  the  coalition  against  France  ; 
the  answers  of  the  prince  had  railways  bee^ 
explicit  and  uniform,  that  he  had  main^ 
tained  for  many  years  a  system  of  neu-  v 
trality,  in  which  he  was  determined  to 
persevere,  as  the  people  whom  he  govern- 
ed had  flourished  and  prospered  under  it; 
and  that  no  c<»isiderati(Hi  should  ever  in- 
duce him  to  depart  from  it.  His  Impe* 
rial  majesty  added,  that  I  must  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  decision  of  character 
which  belonged  to  the  Crown  Priacej 
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dMEt  nothing  was  do  diffictiH  ss  to  shake 
his  determinations,  or  to  induce  him  to 
change  any  line  of  conduct  which  he  had 
once  adopted ;  and*  that  he  was  sure  no 
connection  existed  between  the  French 
and  Danish  goyermnent  previous  to  our 
attack  on  Copenhagen. — ^I  then  said,  that 
I  believed  lord  G.  L.  Gower  had  delivered 
to  his  Imperial  majesty^s  minister  a  Note 
on  the  subject^  to  which  his  Imperial 
majesty  answered  that  he  had,  but  that 
the  contents  of  it  were  nugatory,  £fs  it 
contained  no  sufficient  explanation,  or 
offer  of  satisfectioi^.  His  Imperial  ma- 
jesty then  proceeded  to  state  the  great 
concern  which  our  unjustifiable  aggression 
had  given  him  ;  that  the  French  govern- 
ment nevee  hasd  done  any  thiVig  so  strong 
— that  it  justified  every  thing  they  had 
done  or  might  do  hereafter.  If  such  pro- 
ceedings were  admissible,  there  was'  an 
end  of  ail  diose  relations  which  had  usually 
ii^aeneedthe  conduct  of  nations  towarc(j 
each  other ;  that  every  body  was  at  liberty 
tfy  dx)  just  what  they  pleased,  and  that  he 
might  attack  Sweden  to-morrow.  His- 
Imperial  majesty  then  told  me  in  the 
most  peremptory  language,  tone,  and 
maltnery  that  he  would  hare  satis^c-> 
tioiv,  coniplete  satisfaction,  fbr  this  uil- 
proToksd'  aggressioni  That  it  vrasy  hig 
'duty  as  emperor  oi  Russia  tO'  demand  it, 
and*  diat  he  would  have  it ;.  and  he  asked 
Be,- whether  even  I  mys<*lf  would  venture 
to  ASdt  with  hitfi  on'  that  subject  ?  Me 
then  said,  that  he  was  bound  to  DenYtoarU 
by  the  most  solemn*^  treaties  and  engage- 
BietitB,  which  treaties  sad  engagements  he 
wa»  determined  to  adhere  to  and  fulfil. 
His  hnperial  majesty  then  added,  that  he' 
scq^pos^d^  WB  nieant  to  makb  an' attack  on 
Cronstadt;  h^  did  not  know  What  the 
event  of  that  attack  might  hh,  but  this  he 
kiuew,  that  he  was  determined  to  resist  to 
the  last  man,  and  to  prt)t^  himself  not 
entirely  unworthy  of  filling  that  high 
station  to  which  it  had  pleased  Providence 
to  call  him.  I  told  his  Imperial  majesty 
that  I  had  strong  ri$ason  to  hope  and  be- 
Ueve,  that  no  attack  wonld  be  made  on 
Cronstddt.  His  Imperial  majesty  said  he 
was  pnspared  fbr  stichf  an  event,  afid  had 
taken  his  determination  ttpori  it,  which  was 
that  which  he  had  before?  stated  to  me.  He 
Iheni  closed  the  conversation,  by  repeating 
wiA  itach  emphasis  tiirat  *^  h&imiM  have 
tittirfiatcbioti  for  DmmttrL^'-^My  lords: 
after  such* declaration;  ^thwe  a^  man 
trho  caa  say  that  the  attttek  upon  Uopteh- 
Wen  has  not  Md  a  o9nsid!GV»bl6  c^eot 


upon  the  disposition  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia  ?  I  must  even  think  that  it  formed 
a  principal  part  of  the  immediate  cause  of 
war  with  Russia ;  and  I  will  ask  if  this'was 
not  a  good  cause  ?  The  reason  it  was  not 
iinmediately  declared,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, was  that  Russia  had  .two  fleets  at 
sea,  and  in  some  measure  in  our  pftwer. — 
My  lords;  I  cannot  sit  down  without  com- 
plaining of  the  liberties  that  have  beeri 
taken  by  the  English  newspapers,  with  the 
character  of  the  emperor  of  Russia.  While 
in  his  dominions  I  repeatedly  experienced 
the  most  unpleajsant  sensations,  on  perus- 
ing the  false  a\id  scandalous  animadver- 
sions of  our  public  prints.  There  was  si 
time,  when  such  unjustifiable  attacks  would 
not  have  been  permitted",  or  would  hav6 
been  punished.  To  the  good  faith,  mag- 
nanimity, and  pei'severance,  of  the  em- 
peror Alexander,  I  wish  to  bear  my  tes- 
timony. I  am  perauaded  that  there  wa* 
not-  a  soldier  nor  a.  cannon  in,  all  his 
dominions,  thatwasf  not  called  fbrth  in' 
the  war.  I  cannot  sit  down  without  so-  , 
lemnly  deelaring;  that  our  conduct  toWatxfe 
Ifenmark  isi  generally  disatpprovcfd  of  on 
the  cotttineint.  I  deda?re  it  in  the  face  of 
this  house  and  of  stll  England,  and  undei* 
this  cottvictiow  I  shall  certainly  give  my 
cordial'  vote  foi^  the  motion  or  the  nobl^ 
duke. 

Lord  JBr.s^mc  contended,  that  nor  only  the 
papers  moved'  for  by  his  noble*  frien'd  ought 
to  bie  produced,  but  alio  t^hatevei*  informa- 
tion had  been  received  respecting  the  naval 
preparatioifs  of  Denmark,  or  the  intention^ 
of  that  power  to  join  in  a  maritime  confer 
deVacy  against  this  country.    This  was 
information  ^Wch,  hie  concluded,  would 
not  be  produced*,  because  nb  such  infer- 
matioii^  had  been  received,  and  thus  the 
house  v^s  to  be  left  without  a  single  do-» 
curtient  to  support  the  extraordinary,  un- 
ptecedented,   and  unjustifiable  measured 
against  Copenhagen.    The  constderationi 
of  the  hostility   of  Denmark    was  no# 
wht)lly  put  out  of  the  question,  and  thd 
act  wasr- defended  on  the  ground  of  the  lavs' 
of  nations;    But  he  womld  ccyntend,  that 
ncf  precedent  for  such  a  liiealsurte  was  to  be 
found  in  the  history  of  Europe.     It  W^  by 
thig  principles  of  the  law  of  natioiis'  tha^ 
thef^  conduct  of  ministers  >vas  to  be  judged  ; 
they  were  not  then  called  upon  to  approve 
or  condemn  the  thing,  or  it^  authors ;  they 
wanted  information  metely  to  enable  them 
to  foriti  ajud^^ht.     If  atfy  things  could 
gite'delf^  iAJ  retidingthfc  history  of  civil- 
ii^  rfeifion^,  it?  v^  thfe'  .p«>gre$slv<^  im-* 
I      2  A 
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provement  that  was  to  be  traced  in  law 
and  civilization  :»Diong8t  the  nations  of  the 
world.  This  was  the  firdt  instance  in 
which  the  principles  of  that  ionelioration 
had  been  trampled  upon  by  us.  Revolu- 
tionary France  was  the  firbt  to  violate 
those  principles,  and  in  support  of  them 
and  for  our  security,  we  had  carried  on  a 
war  against  that  country  at  the  expence 
of  200  millions  of  bioney.  France  then 
made  the  Treaty  of  PilnitsE  her  pretext,  as 
this  country  now  did  that  of  Tilsit.  France 
gave  then  no  evidence  of  such  a  treaty, 
neither  did  ministers  now.  He  had  op- 
posed ihe  government  in  the  late  war,  not 
because  he  condemned  the  principle,  but 
because  he  did  not  think  that  the  war 
would  £iccomplish  its  professed  object^  He 
opposed  the  war  upon  that  ground,  though 
it  was  supported  by  the  matchless  elo- 
quence of  the  minister  who  then  presided 
over  his  majesty's  council — an  eloquence 
which  far  exceeded  any  thing  that  had 
ever  been  exhibited  in  any  assembly  of  a 
civilized  nation.  This  country  had  always 
put  itself  forth  as  the  conservator  of  the 
peace  of  the  world  ;  and  well  she  might, 
standing  as  she  did  upon  a  rock,  inacces- 
sible to  the  common  enemy.  If  she  had 
persevered  in  her  honourable  career,  the 
tyranny  of  the  continent  would  go  when 
the  tyrant  was  gone.  What  would  have 
been  the  opinion  of  other  nations  of  this 
illastrious  country,  if  she  had  made  sacri- 
fices and  encountered  risks  in  adhering  to 
her  old  principles  ?  So  far  from  gaining 
security  by  abandoning  them,  she  exposed 
herself^  ruin.  In  his  opinion,  the  law  of 
nations  had  been  violated,  and  he^should 
explain  his  ndtion  of  the  matter  by  a  very 
simple  illustration.  If  a  fire  were  to  break 
out  in  the  Haymarket,  it  would  be  justi- 
fiable to  pull  down  an  adjoining  house  to 
prevent  the  spreading  of  the  flames ;  but 
a  inan  would  be  by  no  means  justified  in 
pulling  down  his  neighbour's  house,  at 
Hyde  Park  Corner,  lest  the  conflagration 
should  reach  his  house;  still  less  on  a 
rumour  of  such  a  fi^,  when  no  fire  had 
taken  place  in  the  naymarket,  or  on  a 
report  alone  that  some  malicious  person 
intended  to  set  the  house  there  on  fire. 
He  would  prefer  that  France  had  the 
Danish  fleet,  rather  than  we  the  enmity  of 
the  Danish  people.  Ministers  thought 
they  had  got  rid  of  danger,  but  they  had 
got  into  the  midst  of  it.  The .  conduct  of 
the  English  in  the-  massacre  of  all  tbe 
Danes  on  the  report  of  an  invasion  by 
'  Swein,  recorded  in  the  first  volume  of  Mr. 


Hume's  history,  was  an  analogous  case. 
The  invasion  did  take  place  which  had  not 
been  before  in  contemplation,  and  a 
dreadfiil  retaliation  was  the  consequence. 
If  the  fact  was  that  Denmark  was  hostile, 
we  should  have  encountered  and  beat  her 
manfully.  He  ridiculed  t«he  idea  of  mi- 
nisters takine  away  so  many  useless  ships, 
and  christemng  them  anew,  as  the  Gypsies 
did  children  whom  they  had  purloined.  If 
we  had  carefully  avoided  imitating  France, 
if  we  had  observed  principles  pure  and  un- 
contaminated,  England  would  be  now 
looked  up  to  as  the  shield,  the  disinterested 
protector,  and  the  saviour  of  Europe ;  and 
the  nations  of  the  earth  might  expect  to 
have  their  chains  broken.  But  ministers 
had  no  rules  of  right  but  their  own  opinion. 
They  did  not  even  deign  to<;onsult  parlia- 
ment. He  compared  them  to  an  unfor- 
tunate party  in  a  court  of  law,  who,  from 
the  total  want  of  papers,  'documents,  and 
proofs,  by  which  he  had  hoped  to  have 
established  his  point,  finds  himself  in  the 
disagreeable  predicament  of  being  non- 
suited. He  considered  this  as  the  greatest 
cause  that  ever  was*,  or  could  be,  agitatfed 
in  an  assembly  of  the  civilized  world. 
From  the  unfortunate  proceedings  that 
were  had  recourse  to,  we  could  neither 
derive  security,  satis&ction,  nor  honour. 

Lord  Boringdon  defended  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen,  on  the  grounds  of  the  evi* 
dent  intention  of  France  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  Ihinish  fleet,  and  the  ina<' 
bility  of  Denmark,  as  well  as  her  disin- 
clination, to  resist  ;  nor  did  he  see  on 
what  grounds  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side  could  condemn  the  expedition,  to  Co- 
penhagen, without  also  condemning  the 
expedition  to  Constantinople,  and  the  In- 
structions alleged  to  have  been  issued  to 
a  squadron  sent  to  the  Tagus.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  who  spoke  last  had  com-* 
pared  together  the  Treaty  of  Pibiitz  and 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit ;  the  former,  it  had 
been  formerly  leftated  by  a  noble  lord 
(Grenville)  on  the  other  side,  then  in  office, 
had  no  existence  ;  could  it  for  a  moment 
be  contended  that  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  had 
no  existence  ?  [Lord  Erskine  said  across 
the  house,  he  meant  the  secret  articles.]* 
The  secret  articles  were  also  clearly  esta- 
blished. With  respect  to  the  ofier  of 
Russia  to  mediate,  it  had  been  said  by  a 
noble  lord  on  a  former  evening,  that  a  me- 
diator was  not  an  umpire.  Upon  this 
subject,  however,  he  would  quote  the  au- 
thority of  an  able  diplomatist,  he  meant 
M.Talleyrand,  who,  in  a  report  to  tha 
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French  Senate,  expre^ly  states,  that  the 
ground  of  refusing  the  offer  of  Russia  to 
mediate  between  France  and  Austria  was, 
that  she  was  too  much  a  party  in  the  cause 
to  be  an  impartial  mediator.  He  was  so 
fully  convinced  from  the  information  which 
had  been  communicated,  and  from  the 
evident  state  of  Europe,  of  the  wisdom  arid 
policy  of  securing  the  Danish  fleet,  that 
he  thought  ministers,  if  they  had  not 
resorted  to  that  measure,  ought  to  have 
been  arraigned  as  criminals  at  their  lord- 
ships' bar. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  rose  to  give 
his  support  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
duke,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
predicament  in  which  parliament  was 
placed.  He  conceived,  that  it  never  be- 
fore had  h^pened,  that  the  nation  had 
been  engaged  in  a  new  war,  without  the 
precise  ground  upon  which  hostilities  had 
commenced  being  stated  to  parliament : 
whereas,  upon  the  present  occasion,  the 
house  was  not  merely  without  information 
as  to  the  specific  cause  of  the  war ;  but 
his  majesty  had  been  advised,  both  in  the 
Declaration  in  Answer  to  the  Russian  Ma- 
nifesto,' and  in  the  Speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  to  declare  a  cause  for  the 
war  with  Denmark,  which  his  ministers 
upon  their  legs  in  parliament  had  been 
obliged  to  relinquish. — ^In  the  answer  to 
the  Russian  Manifesto,  the  expression 
made  use  of  by  bis  majesty  was  as  fol- 
lows: ^^  His  majesty  feels  himself  under 
no  obligation  to  offer  any  atonement,  or 
apolog}r,  to  the  emperor  of  Russia,  for  the 
expedition  against  Copenhagen.  It  is  not 
for  those  who  were  parties  to  the  secret  ar- 
rangements of  Tilsit,  to  demand  satisfac- 
tion for  a  measure  to  which  those  arrange- 
ments gave  rise ;  and  by  which  one  of  the 
objects  of  them  has  been  happily  defeat- 
ed.'' And  again,  in  the  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  it  was  stated  by  his 
majesty's  commissioners,  that  "  they  are 
commanded  by  his  majesty  to  infornl  you, 
that  no  sooner  had  the  result  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Tilsit  <  confirmed  the  influence 
and  controul  of  France  over  the  powers 
ef  the  continent,  than  his  majesty  was  ap- 
prized of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
combine  those  powers  in  a  general  con- 
federacy-, tor  be  directed,  either  to  the  en- 
tire subjugation  of  this  kingdom,  or  to  im- 
posing upon  his  majesty  an  insecure  and 
Ignominious  p€ace.'^ — ^The  noble  earl  then 
proceeded  to  shew  by  dates,  the  accuracy 
of  which,  he  said,  could  not  be  qhestioned, 
that  the  expedition  against  Copenlutgen 


had  actually  sailed  before  there  was  a 
possibility  of  any  account,  even  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  being  re- 
ceived in  this  country  ;-^that  it  was  not  a 
question  as  to  what  the  articles  might 
have  contained,  whether  they  were  more 
OF  less  hostile  to  our  interests;  but,  thfe 
actual  conclusion  of  any  Treaty  could  not 
have  been  known. — Under  these  circum- 
stances his  majesty's  ministers  had  been 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  finding  out  other 
reasons  for  having  commenced  hostilities ; 
involving  themselves  in  the  strange  incon- 
sistency of  advising  his  majesty  to  assign 
to  Europe  and  to  his  parliament  a  cause 
of  yrar,  which  they  had  totally  abandoned 
in  their  attempt  to  justify  the  measure.—^ 
7he  noble  earl  said,  that  even  if  the  con- 
stant practice  of  parliament  did  not  war- 
rant the  expectation  of  official  documents 
being  laid  upon  the  table,  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  the  ground  upon  which  the 
country  was  plunged  into  a  new  war^  the 
circumstances  he  had  stated  rendered  it 
indispensibly  necessary,  in  this  instance. 
He  considered  it  the  more  requisite  to 
furnish  the  fullest  information,  because 
the  honour  of  the  country  was  deeply  in- 
volved in  the  transaction.  The  attack  of 
a  power,  in  perfect  amity  with  us,  against 
whom  no  act  of  hostility  had  been  alleged^ 
was  in  itself  so  questionable  a  proceeding, 
that  it  called  for  every  explanation  that 
it  was  possible  to  produce  in  its  justifica- 
tion.— Under  circumstances  somewhat  si- 
milar, what  was  the  conduct  of  the  great 
king  of  Prussia?  Their  lordships  would 
recollect,  that  during  the  seven  years  war 
he  had  suddenly  marched  an  army  iiUo 
Saxony,  and  taken  possesion  of  Dresden, 
the  capital  of  the  elector : — ^but  he  had 
not  felt  that  he  had  done  enough  to  satisfy 
the  world  by  declaring  that  he  had  pro- 
cured copies  of  the  treaty  actually  entered 
into  by  the  king  of  Poland,  then  elector 
of  Saxony,  for  th^  partition  of  his  domi- 
nions; tor,  having  afterwards  obtained 
p68session  of  the  original  treaty,  he  pub- 
lished it  at  every  court  in  Europe,  in  or- 
der to  render  his  justification  complete. — 
The  noble  earl  said,  he  had  understood, 
that  it  was  *  intended  to  adduce  this  pre- 
cedent in  favour  of  the  attack  upon  Co- 
penhagen, but  it  was  now  sufficiently  evi- 
dent, that  it  would  not  have  answered  the 
purpose,  as  iti  the  one  case  there  was  a 
positive  act  of  aggression  on  the  pdrt  of 
the  power  attacked,  and  in  the  other,  no 
alleged  ground  of  complaint — ^He  had 
listened  to  the  noble  marquis  (Wellesley) 
2k  2 
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f^kh  the  utmost  ^^teiUioQ.    Hfe  b^ul.tb^ 
l^eatest  admiration  of  his  talents^  and 
3Ji^ctio&  for  his  person ;  a^d  if  the  elo- 
quent speech  he  had  delivered  bad  failed 
U>  carry  conviction  to  his  mind^  he  must 
))!eiieve  that  the  opinioii  he  had  formed 
was  not  to  be  shaiken.     There  was  one 
part,  however,  of  his  noble  friend's  state- 
ment, >vhich  he  must  acknowledge  was 
jcalculated  to  make   a  considerable  im- 
pression ;  but  which>  upon  examination, 
yirould  be  found  uatenabU.  Having  nearly 
abandoned  the  idea,  entertained  by  many 
persons  who  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to 
inquire  into  the  subject,  of  the  pr^tica- 
bilUy  of  an  army  with  stores;  ammunition, 
and  canttoo>  equal  to  the  capture  of  such 
a  place  as  Copenhagen,  passing  upon  the 
ioe  ^om  Holsteie  to  Zealand^    he  had 
stated,  ^that  boa^  nught  easily  be  obtained 
by  the  French,  and  the  passage  oi  the 
Belt  .efi^ted,  in  ordinary  seasons;   for 
that,  in  the  straits  which  separated  Zea- 
land from  the  continent,  there  were  no 
tides ;  and  that  the  floating  masses  oi  ice, 
when  driven  by  the  wind,  bad  such  an 
effect,  that  no  cruizers  could  keep  their 
staitions ;  and  that  it  frequently  happened^ 
that  when  driven  ofl,  they  were  not  able 
to  regain  them  for  many  w^eeks.     To  this 
statement,  the  noble  earl  said,  he  would 
oppose  the  opinion  of  the  highesi;  nava^ 
authority  (lord  St  Vincent's)  'm  this,  or 
in  any  other  couAtry ;  ami  upon  that  au- 
thority he  would  venture  to  assert,  that, 
so  iar  from  cruizers  not  being  able  to 
keep  their  station  in  the  Belt  in  ordinary 
seasons,  the  anchorage  was  so  gocA  as  bo 
render  it  perfectly  practicable ;  and,  by 
placing  gun-boats  upon  the  coast  ready 
to  put  o^\  any  armament  unsupported  by 
a  superior  naval  force  might  be  effbctaoally 
resisted.-^The  noble  earl  said,    he  was 
aware,  that  during  the  late  attack  upon 
the  island  of  Zealand,  some  few  ressels 
had  got  over,  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  cruizers ;  but  the  number  was 
so  small,  as  rather  to  fiimish  an  arguaien^ 
in  favour  of  his  ^atemeot  than  agaiaat  it. 
— I  lis  lord«hip  declared,  that  no  man  en- 
tertained a  higher  opinion  of  the  oftcerf 
employed  upon  the  expedition  than  he 
did.     He  knew  their  merits,   and  with 
many  of  them  had  lived  mi  habits  «f  friend" 
•ship  and  intimacy ;  but,  if  with  such  a 
force  as  was  then  sent,  both  naval  pad 
military,  considering  the  unprepared  state 
of  the  Banish  government  to  meet  it,  th^re 
had  been  so  much  difficulty  to  suraumiity 
fts  was  represented  upcm  the  motbn  &i  the 


Thanks  of  Parliamef»t  ,to  those  oficxej 

what  must  be  thou^tof  the  pow^r  of  tl 

Daises  to  defend  ilealand,  with  sui&cie 

time  for   pi^a^tion — the    2^,000   um 

withdrawp  from  Holstein,  in  ^ditiou 

the  3^>000  which,  by  the  report  made 

his  majesty's  ministers,  were  actually 

anns  upon   the   island?    Whatever    ze 

forthe|>ublic  iut^re^ts,  professional  kno^ 

ledge,  and  a  gallant  ^)irit  could  efiec 

he   was  persuaded  those   officers  wou 

Jiave   accomplished;   but  their   servic 

must  have  been  greatly  exaggerated 

the    Danes   xuMild  not  prevent  Ze^ar 

from  falling  into  the  hands  <>f  France,  wii 

all  their  resonrces  applied  to  that  purpose- 

6O,0OQ  men  in  arms*  and  a  naval  fore 

with  which  France  could  not  provide  tl 

means  of  cocitending.     His  noble  frien 

had  stated,  that  Buonaparte  had  declare 

at  his  levee,  that  the  fleets  both  of  Portt 

gal  and  Denmark  should  be  united  agaim 

this  country ;  and  that  he  seldom  taile 

to  ei^ecute  h«s-  purposes,  so  publicly  aj^ 

nounped.    That  such  a  decimation  mi^l 

be  consider^  ^  a^  i^odipation  of  the  re; 

designs  of  Buoaapar^j  he  was  ready  to  acj 

mit  ;«--but,  hgd  t#  siiCG^eded  ia  the  cas 

of  Portugal?  and  he  was  nersuaded  b 

w<Mild   equally   hojire  failed    in  that  c 

Denmark*  though  tbe  custody  of  tbei 

own  ships  had  beenlefr  to  the  D^es  them 

selves,.-^Upoli  aa  attentive  cpnsiderati<^ 

of  the  whole  of  this  ^u^ct,  he  was  decid 

edly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  only  th 

interest  of  the  court  of  Copenhagen*  bii 

its  settled  policy,  to  maii^in  a  sjFstem  c 

neutrahiv.    But  it  waiSn^t  surprismg*  that 

with  such  a  government  as  th^  of  Fra«ic« 

to  d.%zl  with«  the  necessity  of  tejwporizins 

to  an  extent  that  might  sometiwes  9ppea 

unfriendly  to  this  country*  shpuld  ncca^ 

sionaUy  ^rise  ; — and  the  mo^  e^^eei^ly 

when  it  wfmld  be  recollected,  that  the  con 

tineotal  ^potmamm  of  Denmark  wei^  ii 

the  power  of  Buoae^rte  wbepever  hi 

mi^ht  be  deposed  to  take  me»sus?fi  6m 

their  subjugation.     It   did  90t  hewevei 

folloHT,  that  becaxifie  it  might  have  beer 

expedient  for  the  Cwwn  Prinee  te  pumuf 

that  policy,  in  the  hope  of  petAumg  likosi 

posseauoBs^  that  he  would  h»!fe  c^nrjied  it 

to  the  extent   of  rnvmo^em^  \»\^  thfi 

hands  of  die  Frepeh  empeir^r  hU  )»9^¥; 

the  real  flmmsi^  el  hit  f  tiKe»gth#  4iii4  inde- 

p«»djince :  a  flumendcMr*  tha^  jmoijt  m^i- 

tably  hare  led*  in  a  veiy  flhprft  im^  to 

the  ruin  of  die  eommtroci*  wul  the  lo«s  of 

the  colonic  efDttnmank.  Jbitviitb*theho^ 

nour^the  j^^isil^  aifid  ftfd^ie^  it«uiiii6flS» 
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all  Wtp^  di^^e£entvCPi9^cbis^on;  ^Mwlhi^ 
}or4«iuf>^aAd^  h^  wa«  jth^rov^ghly  co^viac- 
ed  that  his  royai  highness  had  Uie  ^^^ans^ 
iw»  wdj  a4»  cthe  disposUiom/rtQ  «d^&nd  his 
markiiae  independkic^^evi^ifik^^vaBAQl: 
^lloxved  (o  H>aiiUaiM  ^iM  system  f4  ^leU" 
trality,  in  4rh»ch  it  oeftaioly  wa^  bi^  inter- 
est to  persj&vepe.  \t  thiad  noit  bee;a  pre- 
tended that  X)^ip«irk  had  iDjaniiiQ&tei4  ^ 
ho&tile  d^spositioKA  towards  this  ccwintry : 
on  .the  CQ^trary^  hi$. majesty  "  had  lament- 
ed the  .cruel  necessity  which  had  obliged 
him  to  h^kve  recourse  to  94^  of  hostility 
against  th^t  nation  ;''• — attributing  w 
measures  l^e  had  reluctantly  taken  to  th£ 
designs  of  France^  u|Kier  ^  ideft^  »s  ex- 
pressed in  his  majesty^s  DQclafation^,the 
23  of  Sept.  (p.  U^O^M^ ''  lioUteJA  onc9 
occupied^  the  hland  of  Zealand  svas^ 
the  mercy  of  F^ani:2e>and  the  navy  of  Pen* 
mark  at  his  dispgsal/'-^TjQ  this  propp&i- 
tion  th^  noble  ea^l  said^  h^  must  dis^ent^ 
for  th^  fea&co:^  aire^y  ^ia^i^  After  the 
able  ^p^ph  of  the  learned  ^(U'd  (Erakine) 
he  £^lt  00  inclination  \f>  £ater  kito  the  dis- 
cussion iof  the  law  of  n^^^ions,  as  connected 
with  this  ^yesition.  H^  wouJid  bowev<er 
i^bserre^  that  he  thought  the  re^oning  in- 
cowclusave,  which  attempted  io  bi-ing  the 
aeij^Ure  of  the  Danish  Fleet  wit^n  the 
principle  of  «elf-preservation.  The  idea 
of  a  nortliern  confederacy^  combining  all 
the  naval  force  of  the  Baltic^  had  ind^d 
been  held  out  to  alftrm  llie  cauntry,  and 
to  swell  the  danger  which  the  measures 
that  had  been  adopted  were  intended  to 
avert ;  whilst  the  real  fact  was,  as  it  would 
api^e^r  upon  a  close  view  of  tbe  case^  that 
pf  this  8i^p|>oaed  combinsvtion  of  nav^al 
force>  Sweden  was  with  u«^  d%e  Baltic 
fleet  b«^k>nging  to  Russia  ccnnpletely  in 
our  p^wer>  and  therefore  the  Danish  fleet 
(even  if  at  the  disposal  of  France^  which 
^t  lea^  w?^  questionable^)  the  only  dsua^ger 
against  which  'w«  bad  to  provide ;  and. 
this,  his  majesty's  ministers  would  repre- 
sejQit  tp  the  country  to  be  so  imminent^  as 
to  justify  measures  which«  but  if^v  the 
Fr?#ch  revolution^  would  be  without  pre- 
^»dm^,  and  which  his  lordahip  said>  he 
eonjki  fiie^ver  admit  t<^  be  of  a  magnitude  to 
wa^ffiant  tk»  application  of  the  principle  of 
&9tf-^fen^>  a«  laid  )dowa  by  a^y  svMtbor 
V|pii6#  lJb«  law  of  9^1)ioiis.-^Wilil^iU;  ii^iuxy 
inlio^  f^mxIfic^lAiiis  of  the  secret  4krrai^«- 
laeci^  entered  j#to  U  Tilsit^w^r  w4t)i  ftufr- 
m  b«€ia«i«pn^tiaU<9  fnewi^  vnpn^mit  thajt 


ms^i^^9  ministers-  of  a  jaoisthec^  ^^^n&d^'- 
racy,  at  the  head  iof  which  the  «;mperor  of 
Sussi»  hftd  a<gr^d  40  ^laoe  JUmselfj  rei^ 
dered  it  thcur  duty  0  jtake  precautionary- 
measures  a^^insttbat  power.  It  had  heea 
said  iiowever,  that  the  Russian  people 
were  friendly  to  this  country,  ^oxd  that  an 
attack  'Upon  Cronstadt  would  h-^xQ  iiad  an 
injurious  effect,  upon  their  fe.diin^  ^  and 
this  was  an  argument  brought  ^nw^  ]$y 
thiose  who  ^ould  xe^olire  ip  zki^ck  thf 
uuot&nding  ^anes^  and  '*  inflkst  »U  the 
hoirrorji  of  a  besie^ge^  and  bombarded 
capital  upon  the  innocent  injbAbitaats." 
But^e^B  supposii^  ihJii  it  wa^  not  adyi«-» 
able  «to  meddW  with  the  few  ^ulks  \%%  M 
CiXMistadt  .(4L9d  k  h^  j^een  stated  ^y  Jb^gl^ 
official  authority  that  ther^  w^  mthing 
else  there),  why,  under  the  circumstances 
of  4aAger^  npoopi  which  alone  our  conduct 
was  defended,  we^e  X\m  Russian  ships  of 
war  th»t  passed  tbxoi:^  ^auf  fiee^  in  the 
Bajtk,  wd  the  Russian  s^uadiKm  m  th^ 
Mediterrafi^U)^  suffered  to  eacape  I  By 
taking  possession  of  the  latter^  we  shotuld 
have  facilitated  the  negoUalMn  ^bea  de^ 
pending  with  the  Turks  ;  aiid  with  such 
an  instrument  in  our  haods^  w^  c^i^ht 
safely  have  trusted  to  the  mediation  of 
t^e  oourt  of  Betersburg;  whUst  at  the 
same  time,  by  a  ^ong  naval  forc«  m  the 
BaJtic,  we  should  have  protected  Swede^i^ 
hav<e  enabled  DejF^ark  to  maint^kiu  her 
aentralitVj  kept  open  the  Sound,  and  tdiuf 
eSectualiy  have  disappointed  the  eicpec- 
tations  Buonapai'te  h»d  formed  irom  4^he 
influence  he  had  acquired  j^ver  the  cw 
peror  of  Russia.  By  such  a  course,  we 
should  have  commanded  the  respect^ 
instead  of  drawing  up4Ma  us  the  ^enn^ty^  of 
all  Europe.  But  above  all^  we  should 
have  avoided  the  abandonment  lOf  those 
sacred  principles  of  justice  and  honour^ 
by  which  the  conduct  of  our  gov;ermnent 
had  been  so  advantargeously  contrasted 
with  that  of  France  ;  we  should  have  kept 
aUve  that  hope,  which,  under  all  i^e  pi^es- 
sure  of  the  times^  had  aniu^ated  ^d  encou* 
rs^eda  large  piK>portion  of  the  community 
of  this  country  ; — that  the  atiiocious  and 
profligate  •principles  of  the  Fr^kch  govern** 
i^eat  must  l?ad  ^  its  destruction,  and  thsit 
to  whaleJi^er  diJUculties  and  dangers  we 
W^t  be  exposed,  by  the  vicissitudes  of 
war,  the  h»nd  of  Providence  wou^  ultl« 
«»9tely  ibe  stretched  forth  for  the  pzotec" 
(Ifioa  aja4  security  of  th^  Brijtiab  nation.--^ 
Hiftloi\dship  ooipicluded  by  sayinig,  that  in 
iUf*  TiWw'«f  this  tf ^i89^ti<^  we  had  oom- 
^xaAjifAy  gM^d  liilto  ia  point  aimfsf^ 
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|>ut  lost  every  thing  in  point  of  character ; 
and  he  was  apprehensive  we  should 
deeply  lament  the  day,  when  the  people 
of  England  had  been  taught  to  receive  the 
spoils  of  Copenhagen  as  naval  trophies, 

*'  Turnd  tempus  erit,  magno  cum  optaverit 

emptum 
**  Intactom    Pallanta;    et  cum   tpolia    i%tM, 

diemque, 
<«Oderit!'' 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  noble 
earl  considered  it  bis  duty  to  support  the 
motion  of  the  noble  duke;  not  only, 
because  an  adequate  justification  of  the 
attack  upon  Copenhagen  did  not  appear 
.  to  have  been  made  out ;  but,  because  the 
house  was  not  in  possession  of  sufficient 
documents  to  give  authority  and  effect  to 
,  its  proceedings. 

Lord  Harrowby  feared,  if  the  noble  earl 
had  not  been  convinced  by  the  arguments 
urged  with  so  much  force  and  eloauence 
by  the  noble  marquis,  that  Jie  should  fail 
to  convince  him  :  he  thought  it  his  duty, 
however,  shortly  to  state  the  grounds  of 
his  own  opinion.  The  intentions  of  France, 
with  respect  to  Denmark,  and  the  ability 
of  the  latter  power  to  resist,  appeared  to 
him  so' evident,  that  he  thought  minister^ 
would  have  been  highly  culpable,  if  they 
had  not  resorted  to  measures  to  secure 
the  Danish  fleet  from  the  grasp  of  the 
enemy.  A  learned  and  noble  lord  (Erskine) 
had  rested  great  part  of  his  arguments 
against  this  measure  on  the  law  of  nations ; 
but  if  one  belligerent  power  set  aside  the 
law  of  nations,  and  substituted  its  own  law 
to  which  neutrals  chose  to  conform,  another 
belligerent  power  bad  a  right  to  treat  those 
neutrals  in  the  same  manner  as  they  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  dealt  with.  If  one 
power  acted  in  defiance  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and.  could  not  be  coerced  into  an 
observance  of  it,  that  law  which  had  been 
established  by  common  consent,  was  for 
the  time  abrogated,  and  another  power 
,ought  not  to  be  bound  by  it  to  its  own 
detriment.  In  this  point  of  view,  and  with 
the  situation  of  Europe  before  our  eyes,  he 
considered  the  justification  of  the  attack 
en  Copenhagen  complete,  nor  did  he  want 
further  documents  to  prove  its  necessity. 
It  required  a  much  broader  principle  to 
support  the  expedition  to  Constantinople, 
which  was  undertaken  solely  for  Russian 
interests.  The  object  of  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  was  fp  avert  a  danger  from 
this  country.  He  could  readily  conceive 
that  many  of  those  who  supported  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen,  might  object  to 


the  expedition  to  Constantinople,  but  he 
could  not  conceive  upon  what  around  those 
who  supported  the  latter  could  object  to 
the  former. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  said,  that  he  had 
some  difficulty  in  persuading  himself, 
when  the  nobfe  lord  was  spe&in^  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  be  was  in  a  British 
house  of  parliament.  All  excuses  he  found 
were  now  given  up,  for  a  dereliction  of 
thos6  high  principles  of  national  honour 
which  it  had  long  oeen  our  boast  and  our 
glory  to  maintain' inviolate,  and  the  only 
apology  that  was  pleaded  for  the  coni- 
miaaion  of  an  act  which  had  \eh  an  inde« 
lible  stain  opon  our  character,  was,  that  it 
was  matter  of  mere  speculative  conve- 
nience. Much  had  been  said,  though  in 
his  opinion  but  little  to  the  purpose,  of  the 
hostile  intentions  of  the  present  ruler  of 
France.  J^o  one  doubted  of  those  inten- 
tions; but  where  was  the  evidence -that 
there  was  any  collusion  on  the  part  of 
Denmark;  aira  onless  such colkwion was 
proved,  how  were  we  to  be  justified  for 
venting  upon'Denmark  the  hostility  which 
we  owed  to  France  ?  Putting  this  consi- 
deration, however,  wholly  aside,  it  had 
been  said  that  it  was  merely  possible  that 
the  Danish  fleet  would  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  Buonaparte,  had  not  we  inter- 
cepted her  views.  It  appeared  likewise  to 
him,  that  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
supposition  rested  were  altogether  impro- 
bable. Denmark  had  uniformly  preserved 
a  strict  neutrality  between  the  belligerent 
powers  ;  and  there  was  no  reason  to  think 
that,  on  the  present  occasion,  she  would 
deviate  from  it.  Her  army  had  taken  a 
strong  position  in  Holstein,  the  moment 
the  l^ench  troops  entered  Hanover  ;  and 
he  had  not  the  smallest  doubt  that,  had 
she  been  attacked,  she  would  have  de- 
fended herself  with  gallantry  and  .perse- 
verance. He  never  could  bring  himself 
to  adopt,  or  in  any  way  to  countenance, 
the  cold-blooded  speculation  of  those  who 
inferred,  from  the  inferiority  of  the  Danish 
force  in  point  of  numbers,  that  therefore 
she  must  havts  been  conquered  ;  as  if  bra- 
very wqis  not  paramount  in  every  contest 
to  mere  numerical  strength.  Those  who 
reasoned  in  thb  way  would  have  consi- 
dered our  ancestors  who  fought  and  con- 
quered at  Poictiers  and  Ag^incourt  as  fb<^s 
and  ideots.  The  Danes  might  not  indeed 
have  been  able  to  save  the  provinces  of 
Holstein  and  Jutland,  but  had  they  not  the 
island  of  Zealand  to  which  to  retire,  and 
whither  it  was  impossible  fi>r  thair  enemy 
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to  follow  them  ?  No  inference,  he   con- 
tended^  could  be  drawn  from  the  passage 
of  a  few  individuals,  in  favour. of  the  pos- 
sibility of  conveying  an  army  across  the 
JBelt,  particularly  when  it  was  considered 
that  they  would  have  had  the  assistance 
both  of  a  British  and  a  Swedish  naval  force 
to  guard  the  passage.     But  even  supposing 
that  Buonaparte  had  acquired   by  some 
means  or  other  the  Danish  fleet  as  an  ac- 
cession to  his   strength,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation whatever  in  declaring,  that,  he  would 
rather  have  seen  double  the  number  of 
ships  that  their  fleet  consisted  of  in   his 
power,  than  that  we  should  have  obtained 
it  by  the  meaiis  by  which.it  had  come  into 
our  possession.    As  long  as  there  was  a 
power  in  Europe  which,  from  its  regard  to 
justice  and  to  the  rights  of  other  states^ 
could  form  a  sort  of  rallying  point  to  the 
oppressed,  there  was    some   probability 
that  the  nations  who  were  groaning  under 
the   yoke  of   a  pitiless  and   inexorable 
tyrant,  would  have  watched  for  some  op- 
portunity,  and  made  some   exertion  in 
common  to  throw  it  oiF.    Such  a  power 
was  this  country,  previous  to  the  late  most 
unjustifiable  and  unfortunate  attack  upon 
Denmark  ;  but  by  this  attack  that  hope 
had  been  compleatly  extinguished.      A 
noble  lord  had  said  that  war  was  always  a 
scourge,  meaning  by  this  to  class  the  pre- 
sent among  the  ordinary  measures  of  hos- 
tility, whereas  he  assejled,  that  this  was 
hardly  to  be  compared  with  any  other 
aggression,  because  it  poured  destruction 
upon   the    innocent  as   inevitable   as   it 
had    been    unprovoked.      The    minister 
who  signed  the  order  for  the  expedition 
should,  before  affixing  his  name  to  the 
iatal  instrument,   have  reflected  on  the 
distraction  of  mothers  on  seeing.tJieir  man- 
gled infismts,  and  the  distress  in  which,  it 
was  to  involve  thousands  who  were  guilty 
of  no  offence.  -  It  had  been  said,  indeed, 
that  these  calamities  were  the  effect  of 
resistance,  but  who  could  blame  this  re- 
sistance, or  did  not  the  Danes,  from,  this 
very  circumstance,    particularly  recom- 
mend themselves  to  the  respect  of  a  ge- 
nerous enemy  ? — It  was  attemptedi  too,  to 
justify  the    expedition   fi'om  the  hostile 
^irit  which  actuated  both  the  government 
and  people  of  Denmark  against  this  coun- 
try.    But  if  this. hostile  spirit  was  not  to 
be  cured  by  other  means  than  by  bom- 
barding their  capital,  why  did  they  not 
also  demolish  those  fortifications  which 
enabled  them    still    to    shut  the  Baltic 
agaiittt  our  lUtTigation?   Why  did  they 


leave  their  batteries  and  the  castle  of 
Cronstadt  standuig  ?  Why  did  they  thus 
forget  their  object,  and  leave  their  busi- 
ness half  finished  ?  Again,  they  pleaded 
necessity  as  an  apology.  If  necessity  here 
meant  any  thing  at  all,  it  was  a  strict. ne- 
cessity which  never  had  been  proved: 
and  if  by  'necessity  was  intended  to  be 
denominated  only  a  higher  sort  of  expe- 
diency, the  same  plea  might  be  urged  in 
excuse  of  any  expedition,  however  rash, 
however  cruel,  however  brutal ;  for  who 
was  to  draw  the  line  between  what  really 
came  under  this  description,  and  what  did 
noit  ?  A  noble  mai'quis  had  talked  iii  high 
t^rms  of  .the  fortitude  of  the  nation,  and 
of  the  importance  of  its  shewing  itself  firm 
and  determined  in  the  present  crisis ;  but 
where  was  the  fortitude  of  the  government 
when  it  could  be  frightened  into  an  act 
equally  incompatible  with  its  honour  and 
interests  by  the  existence  of  sixteen  mi- 
serable, paltry  ships  in  the  port  of  a  neutral 
power  ?  The  nation  had  long  been  distin- 
guished by  its  fortitude  and  magnanimity 
in  the  miost  of  danger^  and  in  those  qua- 
lities it  was  no  more  deficient  now  than  at 
any  former  period,  but  it  was  not  by  such 
a  pitiful  resource  as  that  which  had  been 
resorted  to  in  the  present  instance,  that 
this  spirit  was  to  be  kept  alive.  If  we  had 
any  thing  to. fear  from  Denmark,  was  it 
enough  to  have  warded  off  the  danger  for 
one  year  ?  he  said  for  one  year,  for  had 
we  not  left  them  in  possession  of  their 
docks,  in  ivhich  they  might  soon  builj 
other  ships,  and  had  they  not  the  same 
number  of  seamen  they  ever  had,  with 
which  to  man  them  ?.  He  solemnly  as^ 
sured  their  lordships  of  his  firm  convic- 
tipn,  that  the  present  measure  had  brought 
us  nearer  to  ruin  than  any,  of  which  any 
administration,  however  marked  either 
by  temerity  or  improvidence,  had  ever 
been  guilty,  because  it  had  disaffected 
every  power  in  Europe  to  our  cause.  Its 
effects  were  soon  visible  in-- the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Russia,  and  in  the 
minds  of  the  Danish  people  it  had  planted 
the  seeds  of  irreconcilable  enmity.  .  He 
concluded  with  conjuring  the  house  ta 
vindicate  its  own  character  and  that  of 
the  country,  from  the  reproach  that  had 
been  cast  upon  it.  The  silence  of  the  na- 
tion, he  assured  their  lordships,  did  not 
proceed  from  apathy;  they  looked  to  par- 
liament fpr  their  justification,  and  if  par-r 
liament  suffered  the  business  to  pass  with- 
out investigation,  it  would  give  riM  to  se- 
rious and  general  discontent. 
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The  Earl  of  iiMTMsi  WSrif  w^H  pleased 
titer  ttfiUfistleKs  hfftd  not  rd^d  tbeir  otffence 
vpttW  |^>^at«  ittfbrm8Etio!i>  lest  eftey  mighi; 
i^nr  gowtod  in  dehide,  or  «Eiumtdd<  by 
Mroaam,  be  tompted  to  imitate  a  [H^ce- 
d«ftt^  wllick  Was  moi^o  honoufied  m  di« 
H^ofldhfhattiil  tlto  obser^aticer.  H^  hdd 
Msteiifed  Willi  gteat  atCSBittion  to  f^  speech 
oftke  nbbte  k>A}>  ow  t^«  other  M^  (lovd 
lAiCOtliiteOil),  ftiF  in^tDft  M^ntM  tto  {^MSdA 
eilt^rt'aiied  a*  higheii  i^ect  thati^ke  dki, 
tetf  did  not^  feel^  feas  opimoir  iu^  the  Warn 
di»gl«e^  altetedi  Ho^^^ef  it  mij^v  grai^ 
^5^  thie  oiiFio^1?jr  of  the  public  to  ha«e 
gfXftk  pot)9i^ta^»  introdueed  into  Uiese  dis- 
<mMion9>  and  f»rivate  com^eratft^oHs  with 
^^h  eminent  personages  deffoiled^  he  Would 
^peal  to  theiF  Ibid^ips,  Whether  such  ^ 
eoHt^e  Was  mtm  ?  What  diffiicuUieS  might 
i^  ne^  impose  upon  §aiS^^  A^^oCiiXotSi 
With  whoD^fonsigii'pi^nceswouficI  noe  be 
inoliiled  to  cottimunicat^;  lest  ihelf  con^ 
t^«Miofis  should  be  ^milad^  iMde 
pttl^  ?'  Thia;  Was'  m^^fy  «o  iMe  M^  iti 
^ISy'f&mfe'  ritego^ation,  fbr  weT  w^ef^  noS 
c^Be  ibr  e^^  af  ws^  wlt^  ikVi^  woi>ld. 
A^to^theeitpeditidn  ttyCdpenhttgieii,  ^ftt 
Wdff*  Mly  jtHrtifiaible,  l^enise  he  do\ild 
i^9^,  ^Stft  »0M  the  comntteneeifienic^the 
IM"  Wtfi«,  ffate»  Dtoe^  had  been  hostiklv 
^d8Bdtow«rd#  this  country.  'flieyhaS 
eneeufaged  aMd  allowed  priVa«eet^  and 
«netSkesiv<esMls'to  oaiiythefir  prizes*  inte 
]6%tigen\  iif  Norway,  a(nd«o  sell  thetttt  the^«, 
iumdefflftied  in  a  courtr  formed  by  the 
ft^Bnch  cons^  a^  that  pdri.  In  ttie  yeai* 
1^799  his  me^t^t's  ihki»rtets-felttthe  in^' 
turMtsvof  this"  cottmry  S6I  at^cted  by  the 
eORd^m-ef  DeitAai^ki  th^t^  t^y  sent'  in^ 
sinwtiotis  tb  o«ir  niiiils«)^  sn  Fet^etsbu^, 
t»  iiitmai  ol  ^«  eouit  to"  jolH  its'  jf^fts^nv 
sef»iitee#  with  thei^  of  c^i^inhttster  arCot- 
MAhag^rt«^ro€ftitie^^alt«fttfki/ik  i«  the 
AOSl^l^behaT^i^  of  B^tinaMc.  Stcfr  alito 
baid  Nten'  tte  opinKm  ^  the  Russian 
court  i^elJB^^h^fb  the  ^li^haa^ts  <rf^th&t  of 
Ciopefi^gi&iir  thtte  wlieii*  sending  ^  f^^ 
anid  arnsyto  c»!hOperAte^  with  the*  allies; 
it^  w^'  appi«eh€jMed  that  tffe  Dtoe^  would 
hsire  attetfipte^  t<^  prev^t'  tlmen  frbm 
Ms^#g  the^^  ScfMtf ;  in  v^cll  ev^t^  this 
i^is^an  e^Hnlttkk^  by  secret  ordb<$^  WA^ 
dhi6ct^'  ^  lind  the  ti^s*  aMd'  M^U 
6<^p«»i^age^  The*  condbct^  of  Bl^in«krk 
Ml  been  equdl(y^uMpidoii9dMng:t!ie']a(st 
2©  y«Art^  If)  tHe^  19  sWjW  of  tife  Hne^ 
^*lfith  heiiAidfttttbodweire  i«  tB^^pktftt*  of 
HtesSai  wen^ada<5d  to  die  ^  b^ldngifif^  f^ 
Bttfttd)^)  ttleve  woo4d*bif  xio^dbcrttf  ttHit 
the  56^  whatetiritt^  be  thi^  goMslMffy 


of  the  Idng  of  SWe(feir>  would  hfa^«  for< 
hitf  twelve  sanl  of  thtt  line  to  co-oper; 
with  ^m.  IM  noble  earl'  oonld  i 
h$Ok  upon  a(  fleet  like  thtfC  as  an  incc 
sideitKbte'  forccy  especially  in  a  port 
convenient  for  the  invmion  of  Ireland, 
the  pas8a*ge  itorth  about.  As>  l?o  t^e  st 
of  IndaiMl,- he  could  assure  their  lordshi 
chat  thd  pK»^eof  duyt  couHtr3rwere 
\cit9gm  div^d  by  religious'  prejudices^  a 
woulB'be  ready  to  defend  their  count 
against  any  invader.  They  understc 
too  W0lt^  wh^  a  c(»iquei«d  people  had 
expect  frortt-  the  French  despot,  not  to 
prepared  to  risk  eveiy  thing  in  the  defer 
of  their  country,  "ftierewere  still  af 
of  the  Jacobin  faction  in.  the  country,  w 
were  ready  tO'  do  any  mischief,  and  it  v 
nottttbewonderedatiftheyhad  succeed 
in  seducnig  a  few  deluded  peasants  to  jc 
them  in>  their  riotous  course.  The  gr< 
body^^f  the  nation  was  sound  and  loy 
sKid  ^  French*  invading  force  %vould  in 
part  of  the  empire  meet  with  a  mc 
gen^iad^or  determined  resistance. 

Itbsi  Earl  ofJerseif  contended,  that  the 
w«r  rt«  reiBisbn^  whatever  to  believe  tl 
Benmark  l^d  entered  into  any.  alliance, 
Hiat'  she  ePven  had  any  secret  undierstan 
ing  witb  fVance,  pi?evious  to  our  atta 
ipton  her  capital*  Nd  such  ini^rdnce  cot 
be*  dnuwn:  from'  tihe  quantity  of  stoi 
ftfund  in  her  atfs«nuil6>  because  there  h 
not  beeii  tin^e  ttf>  collect  those  stores  b 
twecn  Ife^  period  at  which  the  tt-eaty 
Tilsit  Wasf  concluded  and  the  date  of  o 
ittvasion*  ^Ad  it  was  worthy  of  itemai 
that^no'm^r^eut^  hostiirto.us  had  be 
obsorv^  d}sAt\g  that  intervsd.  It  was  t 
th«r  e*tiWttl4iftii»yr  <^t  ^  many  scrup] 
itouldbe  AMniftlto'  did  production  of  t 
papew  nowifti[$v«d  for^  in  a  qtwirter  wh^e 
no'  gt«at  delk^m^y  had  Mmti  observed 
odlor  ooca»loiis,  in  t^  publication  of  of 
dial  p^ei^i  and  tJiat  those  mtnisteps<w 
had  SO'  imptud^iVtly  discldsed  t^d  d! 
patched  ol  sir  Ai^huf  Paj^t;  from- Viem 
and  who  haddWinnefleedtheh-  career wi 
divnlghig^  thd  seorets  of  cabinets^  shon 
n«^  wtthilold  ifffdrthtflftonp  ^ich  Wals  ( 
sentiftl  ridt^oniy  to^thfei*  own-ju^iftcati* 
b^  t^  tlie  sftrtsfa<?tid«r  of  the*  eoofttr 
upofl'^  (juditl^fn  in  whielt  the^n^onal  h 
rtou^'w^  so  det^ly  iwfsrest^d. 

Lord  JfoiftMlks^  seiid,  ther«  ne^r  vi 
a*d^a(Std  i«t:  whlcll  hfe  WOtfld  haver  Wish 
iftOrir  to^hite  htattd  eWry  thhig  thtfC  cm 
littve^be^rsrtdron  thtf  oiNer  side,  heft 
h^dMii^ed4atf>o^>vi#sen«kne«ir,  bdih^f 
ir  fliec^Haiay  ftir  hiasM9^'Wst$m  m  re 
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sons  MFbich  induced  him  to  a^ee  with  his 
noble  friend  in  rejecting  the  motion  which 
had  been  made.     He  was  called  upon,  to 
state  those  reasons  by  every  principle  and 
feeling  which  he  held  dear — by  the  share 
which  he  had  taken^  in  conjunction  with- 
his  colleagues^  in  advising  the  measure —  | 
and  particularly    from    the    ground    on ' 
which  he  had  heard  it  attacked.     He  had 
heard  it  called  an  abandonment  of  every 
principle  of  mco^lity   and  justice.      He ' 
•would  willingly  spill  the  last  drop  of  his 


bloody  rather  than  advise  the  counti*y  to 
abandon  those  sacred  principles ;  but  he 
was  prepared  to  shew  that  they  had  not 
been  abandoned  or  violated.  He  felt  a 
very  considerable  difficulty  taken  off 
Irom  him  by  the  able  manner  in  which 
the  cause^  not  so  much  of  ministers  as  of 
the  country^  had  been  already  maintained 
by  different  noble  lords^  but  particularly 
by  the  very  eloquent^  argumentative^  and 
impressive  speech  of  his  i\oble  ^-iend' 
(marquis  Wellesley).  The  noble  baron 
(lord  Hutchinson)  had  compleatly  mis- 
taken his  noble  friend^  when  he  supposed 
him  to  have  contended  that  it  was  justifi- 
able to  depart  from  the  general  pinciples 
of  morality.  He  thought  that  it  was  the 
best  way  to  make  some  observations  on 
&ese  general  principles^,  before  he  spoke 
of  the  facts  of  this  case ;  and  he  believed, 
that  if  they  clearly  understood  each  other, 
it  would  be  found>  that  there  would  be  no 
great  difference  wit^  respect  to  the  princi- 
ples themselves^  but  that  the  doubts  would 
be  merely  upon  the  6cts,  and  their  appli- 
cation to  those  principles.  He  should 
contend/ in  the  first  place,  that  in  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen,  th^e  hadibeen 
no  violation  whatever  of  the  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations.  The  best  writers  who 
had  written  on  tilie  subject  of  the  law  of 
nations,  defined  it  as  arising  from  the  law 
oi  natnre,  and  it  was  allowed,  that  what- 
ever would  be  justifiable  among  indivi- 
duals, if  they  had  no  superior  tribunal  or 
jmisdiction  to  appeal  to,  was  justifiable. 
between  nation  and  nation.  This  law  of 
nations^  fcunded  directly  on  the  law  o( 
nature,  had  been  in  some  respects  modifi- 
ed by  piffticular  treaties  or  b^  the  habits 
and  usages  of  mankind  in  civilized  society. 
The  medificationSi  however,  arising  from 
treaties,  as  from  customs,  must  be  go- 
verned by  the  consideration,  whether  the 
etiber  pcuties  adhered  to  those  treaties  or 
usages.  If  they  did  not  adhere  to  them, 
Ibe  question  must  be  referred  back  again> 
not  lo  the  law  of  force,  God  forbid !  but  to 


the  natural  law.  The  first  principle 
which  the  law  of  nations  inculcated  was 
self-preservation,  combined  with  benevo- 
lence and  good-will  to  our  fellow-crea- 
tures. '  Self-preservatioi),  which  was  the- 
strongest  of  all  ptinciples,  justified  an  in- 
dividual in  cd^using  the  death  of  another, 
and  that  not  only  li^on  general  principles, 
but  even  by  the  municipal  law.  If,  then, 
we  were  to  compare  this  act  with  what 
i  the  law  of  nature  would  justify  among,  in- 
!  dividuals,  we  might  suppose  an  individual, 
•j  who  had  waged  a  general  war  against  the 
I  human  race,  who  had  broken  down  every 
thing  which  ^-as  most  honoured  amon^ 
manSkind,  who  had  subdued  whatever  wag 
most  strong,  who  had  vowed  our  destruc* 
tion,  and  to  effect  it  only  wanted  those 
arms  which  were  in  the  hand  of  a  weak 
man,  who,  if  he  had  the  disposition, 
had  not  the~  ability  to  prevent  him  from 
seizing  them :  suppose  this  powerful  indi- 
vidual declaring  his  intention  to  get  those 
arms>  and  taking  measures,  was  there  any 
thing  in  the  law  of*  nature  or  reason  to 
prevent  our  depriving  l^is  weak  man  of 
a  weapon,  which  the  powerfiil  man  would 
have  wi*ested  from  him  to  use  it  to  our 
destruction  ?  If  no  man  could  dieny  tha^ 
an  individual  would  in  such  a  case  have  a 
right  to  act  in  that  manner,  why  had  not  a. 
nation  ?  The  law  of  nations  was  nothing 
different  in  this  respect  from  what  would 
be  the  law  of  nature  among  individuals, 
who  had  no  common  judge,  or  no  superior 
tribunal  to  appeal  to.  If  he  should  be 
able  to  prove,  that  there  was  such  a  mea- 
sure of  self-preservation  and  urgency  as 
to  justify  the  measure,  it  would  be  conf^ss*- 
ed  that  it  was  executed  in  the  mildest 
manner  possible ;  and  that  this  country 
had  put  forward  no  greater  degree  oC 
force  and  violence,  than  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  accomplish  those  objects, 
which  appeared  to '  his  majesty's  advisers, 
to  be  of  the  most  urgent  and  indispensable 
necessity. — In  stating  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  considered  the  measure  to  be 
strictlyjustifiable,  he  should  resolve  them 
into  the  following  heads  :  1.  Whether  the 
house  believed  that  there  was  a  design  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  to  foriA  a  great 
maritime  confedei-acy  against  this  country,. 
and  to  lay  hold  of  the  fleet  of  Denmark  to. 
effect  this  purpose;  2.  Whether  it  was 
practicable  for  him  to  carry  this  design 
into  execution,  either  by  absolute  force  or 
intimidaftion;  and,  Sdfly,  Whether  tho 
object  was^^'of  suf!^dieM<  magnitude  and 
importaitce  io  justify  a  deviation  from  th« 
9^  ' 
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ordinary  rules  of  proceeding.  On  the 
fitst  point,  as  to  the  intention  of  Buo" 
naparte,  there  oould  be  little  or  ho 
doubt.  At  the  time  of  the  signing  of 
the  Treaty  of  Tihit,  no  one  enter taint^  a 
doubt  but  that  it  was  his  object  to  oblige 
airthe  maritime  powers  to  join  in  a  great 
confederacjr  against  our  commerce  and 
our  very  existence  as  a  nation.  He  never 
conc^led  that  such  was  his  intention.  It 
was  expressly  stated  in  the  French  bulle- 
tins, and  in  many  of  the  official  papers. 
It  appeared  not  only  from  these  written 
documents,  but  from  his  practice.  In  his 
treaties  with  Mecklenburgh  and  Olden- 
burgh,  as  well  as  wi.tH  Prussia,  the  exclu- 
sion of  'the  British  ns^vy  and  commerce 
irom  all  their  ports  was  expressly  stipu- 
'  lated.  The  justification  of  Prussia  upou 
'  the  subject,  was,  that  it  was  not  a  particu- 
lar measure  with  respect  to  her,  but  that 
it  was  a  part  of  the  general  system  of  the 
continent,  to  which  4ihey  were  obliged  to 
cqnform.  Besides  these  general  grounds 
which  wfere,  however,  sufficient  to  remove 
every  possibility  of  doubt,  his  majesty's 
ministers  acted  from  positive  information 
w^ich  they  had  received,  of  the  designs  of 
France  to  force  the  navies  of  Denmark  and 
Portugal  to  act  hostilely  against  this  coun- 
try,- Very  shortly  after  his  majesty's 
present  ministers  came  into  office,  they  sent 
10,000  men  to  Pomerania,  to  assist  the 
king  of  Sweden,  and  had  a  fleet  and  con- 
siderable body  of  ti-opps  to  send  .afierwards 
to  the  Baltic,  as  reinforcements  to  the  qause 
of  their  ally.  Before  the  sailing  of  this  fleet, 
ibat  information  arrived  which  determined 
them  to  direct  this  force  against  Copenha- 
gen. It  was  not  unusual  for  parliiaiment  to 
act  upon  a  fact  distinctly  stated  to  them  by 
his  majesty's  ministers ;  but,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  all  the  confidence  which  minis- 
ters required  was,  that  parliament  would 
believe  them  when  they  stated,  that  they 
at  that  time  knew  the  fact,  which  every 
body  knows  at  present,  and  gf  which  there 
could  not  be  a  doubt.  They  had  receiv- 
ed the  most  authentic  information  from 
Portugal,  that  thjat  country  had  been  in- 
vited inta  a  general  confederacy  against 
us,  and  to  join  her  navy  t\}  thai  of  l!>en- 
mark  and  the  other  continental  nations. 
A  short  time  afterwards,  the  French  minis- 
ter, at  Lisbon,  by  a  note  dated  the  12th  of 
Augttst,  positively  required  that  Portugal 
should  make  war  against  Englsuikl ;  that 
she  should  seize  the  perscms  and  properties 
of  all  Epglishmea  in  Portugal;  and  that 
they  should  joinjheir  fleet  to  jthatof  Den- 


mark and  the  other  continental  pow< 
Was  there  any  body  who  could  beli 
that  Denmark  alone  was  to  be  excep 
from  the  nations  of  the  continent,  wh 
the  French  emperor  wished  to  force  i 
this  general  confederacy? — ^The  next  pc 
was,  the  practicability  of  acconnp fishing 
object.  In  considering  this,  it  -was  nee 
sary  to  consider  the  situation 'of  Fran 
after  the  battle  of  Friedland  and  the  trej 
of  Tilsit.  An  the  great  continental  i 
tions  then  lay  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  Fran 
She  had  conquered,  separately,  Austi 
Prussia,  and  Russia>  and  there  was  nothi 
existing  on  the  continent  to  which  De 
mark  could  look  for  the  slightest  suppo 
This  was  a  situation  of  things  which  ne\ 
before  existed  on  the  continent.  Wh 
Austria  was  in  its  greatest  prosperity, vvb 
Lewis  XIV.  wa^  in  the  full  tide  of  his  su 
cess,  still  there  were  strong  po\^er»  left 
Europe  to  which  a. weaker  nation mig 
look  for  support ;  but  after  the  treaty  of  Ti 
sit  there  was  nothing  of  that  sort.  This  w 
a  situation  of  things  which  the  most  em 
nent  men  who  wrote  in  former  times  up< 
the  law  of  nations,  never  did,  nor  ev< 
could  h^ve  taken  into  their  contemplatioi 
As  to  the  power  of  Denmark  to  resist  tl 
attempts  of  France,  it  was. evident  that  a 
attack  upon  Zealand  was  not  necessary,  i 
order  to  induce  her  to  join  with  France 
especially  when  that  power  was  in  goo 
imderstanding  with  Russia.  The  Crow 
Prince  himself  confessed,  that  in  180] 
Denmark  had  no  alternative  but  to  yiel 
to  the  demands  of  Russia ;  how,  ther 
could  it  be  supposed  that  she  would  no^ 
be  able  to  oppose  not  only  Russia,  bv 
France?  It  had  been  argued,  that  even  i 
the  French  armies  had  occupied  Holsteii 
and  Jutland,  they  could,  not  have  crosses 
the  Belt,  or  invaded  Zealand.  To  this  h* 
must  answer,  that  he  had  the  highest  mi 
litary  authorities  for  supposuig  that  the  in 
vasion  of  Zealand  from  Holstein  was  verj 
practicable.  His  majesty's  ministers  hac 
put  it  specifically  to  several  military  ai 
well  as  naval  authorities,  whether,  it  th< 
French  were  determined  on  tlie  invasion 
of  Zealand,  they  could  find  small  crafi 
chough  in  Holstein  to  convey  a  sufficieni 
number  of  troops ;  or  whether,  if  they 
were  to  divide  their  army  into  four  orfiV€ 
divisions  of  5  or  6000  men  each>  one  oi 
those  bodies  at  least  might  not  cross  th« 
Belt,  and  effect  a  lodgment  in  that  island? 
The  answer  was,  that  they  could  get  craft, 
and  probably  cross  the  Belt  in  the  manneir 
mei^ioJEijsd*    At  th^  late  siege  of  C(^n- 
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hagen,  government  employed  an  admiral 
as  high  in  professional  character  as  any 
man  in  the  service  (admiral  Keats)  ;  and 
yet  with  aii  his  activity  and  skill,  he  could 
not  prevent  a  considerable  nuihber  of  Da- 
nish troops  fromactaally  coming  over  from 
Holstein.  The  Belt  being  but  16  miles 
tride  in  the  broadest  place,  and  much  nar- 
rower in  others,  it  became  very  difficult 
for  the  squadron  to  remain  there  in  safety 
in  the  lonjsf  dark  nights,  A  noble  barpn 
had,  on  a  former  night,  stated  the  passage 
of  the  Belt  as  equally  difficult  with  that 
of  the  passage  fi*om  France  to  England  ; 
but  besides  that  it  was  considerably  nar- 
rower; there  was  another  most  material 
circumstance,which  the  noble  lord  appear- 
ed to  have  entirely  lost  sight  of.  He  had 
forgot  to  compare  the  I'esourow  of  Eng- 
land with  those  of  Zealand.  For  his  part,  he 
had  never  heard  a  doubt  among  naval  men, 
that  if  the  object  of  France  was  merely  to 
push  over  a  body  of  10,  15,  or  20,000  men 
into  this  country,  it  might  be  done  ;  but 
when  the  question  was  of  landing  such 
a  body  of  men  as  would  be  capable 
of  making  a  serious  impression  upon  this 
country,  then  it  was  very  seriously  doubt- 
ed, whether  from  -  tides  or  other  cinjum- 
stances,  it  would  be  possible  to  land  such 
a  body -as  would  have  the  slightest  chance 
of  success  in  England.  In  Zealand,  how- 
ever; the  case  was  very  di^rent.  If  the 
French  could  push  over  10,  15,  or  20,000 
men  into  Zealand,  they  would  probably 
be  masters  of  the  island ;  for  although  the 
Danes  would  iieht  with  great  courage  at 
sea,  their  army  had  the  character  of  being 
one  of  the  worst  in  the  North  of  Europe. 
The  analogy^  therefore,  of  the  noble  lord 
completely  failed,  unless  he  could  make  out 
some  resemblance  between  the  resources 
of  Zealand  and  those  of  England.  The 
Danish  resources  alone  could  not  defend 
Zealand  from  France,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  would  have  called 
for  a  foitish  force  to- protect  them.  It 
wonld  not  have  been  necessary  foi*  France 
to  have  invaded  Holstein  :  her  bare  me- 
nace would  have  been  sufficient  to  influ- 
ence the  determination  of  Denmark.  If, 
then,  there  was  a  danger  of  France  pos- 
sessing itself  of  the  maritime  resources  of 
Denmark,  this  was  a  danger  which  ought 
to  ha.we  been  immediately  counteracted, 
or  it  would  have  been  too  late.  If  mi- 
nisters had  delayed  a  fortnight,  or  per- 
haps a  single  week>  the  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition might  have  failed.— As^  to  the 
third  pointy  the  magnitude  of  the  object 


for  which'  the  expedition  was  ordered,  he 
muftt  consider  16  sail  of  the  line,  in  so  ad« 
vanced  a. state  of  preparation,  as  a  most 
important  object.  His  majesty's  minivers 
had  received,  from  time  to  time,  the  most 
distinct  inforrautiqiA  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  equipment^  and  af^er  the  capture 
of  Copenhagen  it  was  found  that  six 
weeks  were  sufficient  to  prepare  £hem  tor 
sea,  and  Embark  all  their  stores.  He  had 
heard  those  ships  called  old  hulks ;  and  it 
had  been  stated,  that  they  never  could 
have  been  brought  to  sea  for  the  purpose 
of  invading  this  country.  The  answer, 
however,  to  this  was,  the  fact  that  they 
did  put  to  sea  in  a  very  tempestuous  hour, 
and  did  arrive  in  the  ports  of  England 
with  very  'little  damage,  and  therefore 
they  might  have  reached  the  shores  of 
England  equally  if  they  had  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy.  As  to  their  qua- 
lity, whether  they  were  a  little  better  or 
a  little  worse,  they  would  have  employed 
at  least  an  equal  number  in  blockading 
them,  if  they  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy :  or  rather,  they  would  have  re- 
quired many  more  than  an  equal  number, 
according  to  the  system  of  continued  block- 
ade. When  the  invasion  of  this  country 
was  talked  of^  there  were  two  modes 
usually  pointed  out — an  invasion  by  ships 
and  by  a  flotilla ;  and  it  was  now  generally 
supposed  that  a  flotilla  could  not  effect  its 
purpose,  unl^s^  convoyed  by  a  strong  fleet 
of  ships  of  the  line.  The  taking  of  the  Danish 
fleet  added  security  to  the  country  in  two 
ways.  It  first  prevented  them  from  being 
applied  to  ,the  purposes  of  invasion ;  and, 
2dly,  it  prevented  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing a  considerable  number  of  ships  to 
watch  th^m,  which  could  only  be  had  by 
withdrawing  them  from  other  services,  and 
thereby  weakening  our  security  soniewhere 
else,  either  in  our  colonies  or  our  com- 
merce. A  noble  lord  (Hutchiason),  had 
stated,  that  our  attack  on  Copenhagen  had 
excited  a  general  feeling  pf  odium  and 
disgust  all  over  Europe.  He  was  sure 
that  the  general  and  prevailing  feeling  on 
the  continent  was  the  dread  of  France, 
although  they  did  not  every  where  clajx; 
to  express  it;  He  should  ask,  however,  in 
what  part  of  Europe  that  was  free  from  the 
power  of  France,  was  this  odium  and  dis- 
gust manifested  ?  Was  it  in  Sweden,  where, 
the  king  still  preferred  the  alliance  of 
England?.  Was  it  in  Portugal  that  this 
odium  was  excited,  whose  court  continued 
its  confidential  intercourse  with  us  afler 
that  period  ?  Or,  he  might  even  venture 
.     2b2 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


^       375]    PARL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  8,  1808— 7%f  Duke  qf  Noffolk's  Motion  relaOve      [3 


to  ask>  was  it  in  Russia  ?  for  there  he  was 
informed,  that  much  the  greater  number 
of  people  considered  the  expedition  as  a 
necessary  measure  of  self-defence  on  the 
piart  of  this  country.  Those  nations  who 
were  under  the  doniina^n  of  France  were 
obliged  to  express  whatever  sentiments 
were  prescribed  Tor  thfem ;  but  if  one  was 
to  take  the  public  feeling  of  Europe  from 
those  nations  that  were  not  yet  entirely 
Ti^thin  the  tyranny  of  France,  he  believed 
it  would  be  found  that  the  Expedition  had 
not  produced  that  odium  and  disgust 
which  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord. 
As  to  the  conversation  which  the  noble 
lord  had  mentioned,  of  the  4th  of  Sept. 
he  had  never  heard  of  that  conversation 
before,  nor  were  ministers  at  all  awar^  of 
it.  The  common  safety  of  the  globe  re- 
quired the  measure  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed. Nothing  prevented  France  from  ac- 
quiring universal  dominion  but  the  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain.  It  alone  foriped 
the  security  of  America,  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Afi*ica.  His  majesty  felt  that  he  owed  to 
his  subjects  the  step  he  had  taken.  It 
was,  indeed,  no  ordinary  step  ;  but  was  it 
an  ordinary  situation  of  affairs,  when  we 
ourselves  wore  the  only  independent  power 
iti  Europe  ?  Two  sources  of  the  power  of 
our  enemy  were  to  be  the  navy  of  Den- 
;nark  ana  the  navy  of  Portugal.  They 
were  both  happily  removed  out  of  his 
grasp.  He  had  told  us  that  he  was  re- 
solved to  have  '  ships,  colonies,  and  com- 
merce.' And  to  effect  this  end  no  power 
in  Europe  was  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
neutial.  Those  who  contemplated,  as 
they  ought,  the  power  of  France,  and  con- 
sidered, at  the  same  time,  that  personal 
^safety  was  the  first  law  of  nature,  must 
agree  that  his  majesty^s  ministers  had 
avei-ted  the  danger  which  seemed  to 
threaten  the  country,  with  as  much  mild- 
ness as  the  case  would  admit  of. 

Earl  St,  Vincent  declared,  supposittg 
for  an  instant,  Zealand  and  the  Danish  navy 
to  be  in  the  possession  of  Denmark,  and 
the  French  to  be  in  possession  of  Ho]8tein> 
that  he  should  think  it  more  practicable  to 
invade  this  country  from  Boulogne,  than 
Zealand  from  Holstein.  As  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Danish  fleet,  it  seemed  to  his 
lordship  to  be  exactly  what  it  was  when 
he  first  knew  it  about  eight  and  forty 
years  ago. '  Having  been  employed  W' 
the  late  government  in  the  expedition  w* 
the  Tagus,  he  was  prcipared  to  say,  that 
there  was  no  resemblance  whatever  be- 
tween the  conduct  that  would  have  been 


pursued  in  that  case,  and  what  had  be 
followed  in  the  presiBirt. 

Ead  Grey  said,  there  never  was  a  qu< 
tion  in  this  or  the  other  house  of  parli 
ment,  of  ntore  interest  to  the  *  count 
than  the  present;  nor  one-which  mc 
strongly  affected  the  honour  of  the  nati 
in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world.  So  i 
from  thinking  the  measure  justified  I 
what  had  fallen  firom  the  noble  lord  o 
posite  (Hawkesbury)  in  the  .latter  part 
his  speech,  in  which  he  had  held  it  out' 
something  which  bad  saved  the  counti 
from  ruin,  he  remained  satisfied,  after  tl 
most  deliberate  consideration  he.  cou 
give  the  subject,  that  so  far  from  addti 
to  the  safety  of  the  country,  that  point  c 
which  its  safety  most  particularly  depenc 
ed,  he  mea|§  its  honour,  had  not  only  bee 
greatly  weakened,  but  had  in  fact  receive 
a  mortal  stab.  The  noble  lord  had  treatc 
it  as  a  question  of  necessity,  arising  out  < 
that  first  of  all  duties>  self-preserratioi 
In  that  view  of  the  subject,  his/lordshi 
should  attempt  to  follow  him.  He  had  en 
deavoured  to  make  out  three  propositions 
1st,  that  the  object  of  France  was  to  col 
lect  as  great  a  force  as  possible  for  the  an 
noyance  of  this  country;  and  that  th 
navy  of  Denmaric  was  part  of  the  force,  s< 
destined  against  us ;  2d,  that  it  was  prac 
ticable  for  the  French  government  /  ti 
force  Denmark  into  this  measure  ;  and 
5rd,  that  it  vroa,  a  scheme  of  so  mucl 
danger  to  us,  as  warranted  us  in  adc^ting 
nay,  as  rendered  it  absolutely  nece^sar^ 
for  us  to  adopt,  the  meastire  in  question 
As  to  the  first,  his  lordship  was  free  to  ad- 
mit that  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  th< 
anxiety  of  France  to  unite  every  powei 
she  couki  to  carry  on  the  war  against  m 
with  as  much  success  as  possible.  This 
he  was  far  firom  disputing ;  but  still  the 
noble  lord  could  not  allege,  that  it  wai 
of  itself  any  thing  like  a  siifficient  Tindi- 
cation  of  the  act  which  had  beisn  resorted 
to.  It  might  be  the  policy  of  France  to 
take  the  most  immediate  measuires  for  ac- 
complishing her  eilds ;  but  it  was  far 
from  likely  that  Denmark  would  also  see 
it  to  be  her  true  line  of  policy  to  grant  a 
ready  compliance  vrith  the  demand  of  the 
French  government.  It  was  utkdoubtedly 
her  interest  to  keep  out  of  the  contest, 
and,  if  she  wasdeshrotB  of  doing  so  she 
-Ited  a  threat  to  hbld  out  to  Buonaparte,  as 
poweirful  as  any  he  htid  to  drive  her  to 
compliatice  with  his  liHshes.  She  had  thef 
British  navy  to  apt)ly  to  fin*  protection, 
and  it  woilld  fawre  been  absdtute  ifih  to 
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Buonaparte's  own  schemes  to -have  driven 
her  to  such  a  resource.  This  would  at ' 
onee  be  putting  it  out  of  his  power,  either 
then,  or  at  any  future  pieriod,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  he  was  represented  to 
have  had  in  view.  To  make  out  the  pro- 
position of  the  noble  lord  however,  it  must 
be  incumbent  on  him  to  shew,  either  that 
Denmark  was  not  willing  to  resist,  or  that 
she  was  not  able,  His  noble  iiriend  (earl 
St.  Vincent),  had  just  declared  that  the 
Danes  in  Zealand  were  as  secure  against 
au  attack  from  Holstein,  as  we  were  against 
an  attack  from  Boulogne.  The  noble  lord 
(Hawkesbury)had  read  an  opinion  of  a  mili- 
tary person,  from  which  it  would  seem,  he 
wished  to  have  the  contrary  inferred ;  but 
it  did  not  seem  to  him  (lord  Grey),  to  be  at 
all  a  case  in  point.  It  was  an  answer  to  a 
question,  as  to  the  chance  of  some  one  of 
five  or  six  divisions,  or  5000  out  of'35,000 
men,  succeeding  in  efiectin^  a  landing. 
This  was  merely  an  hypothetical  question, 
the  answer  to  which  proved  nothing,  for 
it  did  not  say,  that  supposing  any  one  di- 
vision of  5000  men  making  good  their 
landing,  that  the  Island  of  Zealand  must 
fall  as  a  necessary  consequence.  His 
lordship  felt  himself  entitled  to  complain, 
that,  though  this  was  a  motion  for  the  pro- 
duction of  papers,  the  noble  lord  opposite 
should  come  forward  and  read  extracts 
from  this  very  information,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  was  refused  to  be  presented  to 
the  house.  His  lordship  did  not  think  it 
could  be  pretended  that  the  French  could 
have  made  any  successful  attempt  on 
Zealand  when  protected  by  the  Swedish 
and  Danish  flotillas,  and  by  the  vast  naval 
force  of  G.  Britain.  There  was  not,  there- 
fore, such  a  probability,  if  the  Danes  had 
been  determined  to  resist  Buonaparte, 
that  he  could  have  compelled  them,  as 
warranted  us  in  having  recourse  to  the 
extraordinary  step  we  had  taken.  But  it 
was  said,  the  Danes  were  hostilely  dis- 
posed towards  us,  and  in  proof  of  this  were 
cited  the  American  War,  the  Armed  Neu- 
trality, and  the  Confederacy  of  1801, 
From  these  however,  particularly  the  last, 
his  lordship  tvas  inclined  to  form  a  directly 
opposite  opinion.  They  might  be  induced 
to  reflect  what  had  been  the  efiect  of  that 
confederacy.  An  attack  on  their  capital, 
and  the  loss  of  a  considerable  part  of  their 
fleet.  He^  oovld  not  believe  tbat,  with 
this  in  their  recollection,  they  would  be 
very  ready  to  joja  in  any  sucfi  confedera- 
cy. A  noMe  friend  of  his,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  bad  oomplamed  of  the  mu- 


tilation of  his  dispatches,  and  had  stated, 
that  if  given  entire,  tlie  effect  would  have ' 
been  different.  The  noble  lord  would  ad- 
mit the  writers  of  dispatches  to  be  judges 
at  least  of  their  own  meaning.  His  lord* 
ship  and  the  other  noble  lord  alluded  to 
were  in  that  house  able  to  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  to  vindicate  their  character9 
against  the  improper  libeities  so  taken 
with  them.  But,  what  was  the  fate  of  a 
foreign  minister  in  this  situation,  lefit  to 
have  his  conduct  and  character  misrepre- 
sented, and  judged  of  through  an  impro- 
per medium,  both  at  home,  and  in  the 
countries  where  his  mission  lay  ?  For  Mr. 
Garlicke,  he  could  say,  that  he  was  a 
most  meritorious  and  deserving  gentlemaa, 
and  had  conducted  himself  with  great 
credit  at  Copenhagen,  where  he  left  a 
most  respectable  character  behind  him. 
Though  he  did  ample  justice  to  the  mis- 
sion on  which  he  was  employed,  he  had 
also  done  justice  to  the  Crown  Prince,  and 
so  far  from  representing  him  as  under  the 
dominion  of  France,  he  had  uniformly 
described  him  as  of  a  disposition  and 
spirit  to  resist  evjery  idea  of  compulsion, 
and  every  attempt  to  induce  him  to  devi- 
ate from  his  neutrality.  .  This  was  the 
character  of  all  Mr.  Garlicke' s  dispatches, 
so  long  as  he  had  any  opportunity  of  know* 
ing  their  contents,  and  he  challenged  the 
noble  lord  to  produce  his  (earl  Grey's)  db- 
patches,  if  he  should  presume  to  insinuate 
that  they  breathed  any  different  language. 
He  did  in  one  of  his  letters  figure  a  possible 
case,  and  give  directions  accordingly,  but 
in  the  very  next  sentence  he  expressed  his 
conviction  that  such  directions  were  onne-. 
cessary.  .He  was  particularly  anxious  that 
his  conduct  and  character  should  be 
fully  examined  in  this  and  in  every  other 
part  of  his  official  duty,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose should  be  happy  to  see  every  dispatch 
which  he  had  written  on  the  subject  laid 
before  the  "house.  It  would  have  been  wrong 
in'  this  coimtry  not  to  have  been  prepared 
for  what  might  happen  ;  but  in  the  pre- 
sent measures  there  had  been  nothing  but 
vain  surmise  and  conjecture,  nothing  of 
thiat  grave  necessity  which  could  justify 
so  monstrous  a  step. — ^It  had  been  said  on 
a  former  night  that  some  secret  article  ih 
the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  which  had  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  majesty,  had  occa- 
sioned the  attack  on- Cdpenhagen  ;  and, 
what  was  still  more  solemn,  such  was  the 
reason  assigned  by  his  majesty,  both  hi 
tte  Deckratibn  as  to  the  conduct  of 
fiiitiia>  and  ia  te  Speech  on  ike  tpening 
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of  parliament.  The  noble  lord,  however, 
had  passed  over  this  to-night  in  somewhat 
of  a  shuffling  manner.  The  Treaty  of 
Tilsit  ii^as  signed  on  the  7th  of  July,  and 
the  order  against  Copenhagen,  it  ap- 
peared, was  given  on  the  19th  of  Jdy,  so 
that  it  was  morally  and  physicalty  impos- 
sibly that  the  sacred  Declaration  put  into 
the  mouth  of  his  majesty  could  be  true. 
And  was  not  that  a  ground  for  enquiry  ? 
Was  that  not  a  case  in  which  the  honour 
ef  the  house  was  concerned,  and  in  which 
their  duty  called  on  them  to  interfere,  and 
set  matters  to  rights  ?  It  was  said  ministers 
,  had  information^  from  Portugal  of  the  de- 
mand for  giving  up  the  navy  of  that 
country  into  the  hands  of  France  :  but 
what  did  .this  government  do  on  that 
occasion  I  Did  they  send  to  bring  their 
navy  away  ?  No ;  the  noble  lord  believed 
ministers  had  no  merit  whatever  in  the 
departure  of  that  Court.  It  was  entirely 
to  be  attributed  to  the  severe  terms  im- 
posed by  Buonaparte  himself,  and  his  po- 
sitive refusal  to  allow  the  royal  family  any 
longer  to  reign. — His  lordship  was  anxious 
to  know,  why  Russia  had  been  passed  by, 
^he  being  a  party  to  the  confederacy, 
while  poor  defenceless  Denmark  was  made 
to  sufier  ?  If  matters  might  be  supposed 
capable  of  being  reconciled,  why  not  give 
Denmark  that  opportunity,  and  punish  the 
actual  party  in  tne  offence  ?  The  doctrines 
now  introduced  exploded  every  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  introduced 
a  new  system  of 'spoliation.  The  scoff 
of  dying  with  our  hands  on  Puffendorf, 
did  away  all  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  con- 
tending for  with  the  thunder  of  his  elo- 
quence for  so  many  years,  and  all  that 
had  been  struck  with  the  keen  arrows  of 
the  Anti-jacobin.  Here  the  noble  lord  en- , 
tered  into  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  Danish  ships,  which  he  considered 
hardly  fit  for  our  service  ;  the  ships  were 
small  of  their  class  ;  they  were  iron  fas- 
tened, and  not  coppered.  They  would 
require,  some  of  them,  six  gangs  of  ship- 
wrights to  fit  them  out  in  six  weeks. 
Some  of  them  would  take  six  months.  The 
same  number  of  men  would  build  a  74  in 
a  year  ;  so  that  the  repairs  of  these  would 
cost  half  of  the  expence  of  a  new  ship  of  a 
superior  kind.  On  this  view,  little  advan- 
tage was  to  be  gained  from  the  Danish 
^eet. — As  Ireland  had  been  mentioned  by 
a  noble  baron,  he  would  avail  himself  of 
the  present  opportimity,  strenuously  to 
Recommend  to  his  majesty^s  ministers,  to 
take  into  their  most  serious  consideration 


the  state  of  that  generous,  that  heroic, 
though  unfortunately  oppressed,  people, 
and  by  every  means  in  toetr  power  to  en- 
deavour to  amelioriate  their  condition,  and 
thereby  to  risnder  them  the  ti'ann  and 
steady  partisans  of  the  cause  of  G.  Britain. 
He  advised  this  the  more  earnestly,  be- 
cause he  was  convinced  that  this  country 
would  need  every  assistantfe  that  she  could 
possibly  obtain ;  because  he  knew,  that 
by  the  recent  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  every  power  of  the  continent 
had  become  hostile  to  us.  Even  in  Swe- 
den, notwithstanding  the  steady  adherence 
of  the  Swedish  monarch  to  his  alliance 
with  this  country,  he  was  well  informed 
that  the  Danish  expedition  had  created 
considerable  disgust ;  and  in  Russia,  after 
all  that  had  been  said  on  the  subject,  by 
a  noble  lord  (6.  L.  Gower)  in  another 
place,  he  could  positively  assert,  on  au- 
thority that  could  not  be  contradicted, 
that  the  general  feeling  towards  England 
was  in  the  highest  degree  inimical.  It 
was  the  first  instance  in  which  our  cha* 
racter  as  a  nation  had  been  so  deeply 
committed.  Why  the  necessary  infor- 
mation was  refused  he  could  not  conceive. 
It  could  only  be  because  ministers  felt  the 
weakness  oif  their  case  ;  because  they  felt 
that  they  had  immolated  the  honour  of 
the  country,  and  by  that  sacrifice  had 
forwarded,  rather  than  retarded,  the  ob- 
jects of  the  enemy.  We  had  enabled 
France  to  shut  the  Sound  against  us,  and 
to  exclude  our  commerce  from  the  con- 
tinent. We  had  also  given  her  a  port,  in 
which  she  would  have  the  power  of  con- 
structing a  marine,  with  much  more  rapi- 
dity, and  at  infinitely  less  expence,  than  in 
any  other  port  of  Europe.  Feeling  most 
strongly  the  necessity  of  ample  infor- 
mation on  these  and  every  other  point 
connected  with  the  subject,  he  should  give 
his  most  cordial  assent  to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Mulgraoe  entered  into  an 
examination  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration with  respect  to  Portugal ; 
and  contended,  that  afler  the  orders  which 
had  been  given  by  them  on  that  subject, 
they  came  forward  with  a  very  bad  grace 
to  censure  his  majesty's  present  govern- 
ment for  what  had  been  done  by  them  at 
Copenhagen.  The  noble  lord  had  ex- 
pressed bis  confidence,  that  Denmark 
would  not  have  forsaken  her  neutMity, 
and  that  she  would  have  been  neither  ca- 
joled by  the  persuasion,  nor  influenced  by 
the  menaces  of  France,  to  have  made 
common  cause  with  her  against  6.  Britain^ 
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had  it  not  been  for  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  British  government.  What  ground 
had  the  noble  lord  for  this  conviction  ? 
Let  the  house  recollect  the  fDrmf^r  conduct 
of  Denmark,  when,  in  two  instances,  in  the 
armed  neutrality  of  1780,  and^in  the  con- 
federation of  1801,  she  opposed  herself  to 
the  maritime  rights  of  this  country;  and 
in  the  latter  instance  in  particular,  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  the  most  solemn  en- 
gagements, recently  concluded;  and  let 
them  then  lay  their  hands  on  their  hearts, 
and  say,  whether  a  difierent  course  was  to 
be  expected,  from  the  Danish  court  on  this 
occasion,  or  whether  there  was  not  on  the 
contrary,  infinitely  greater  reason  than 
ever  to  believe  that  the  Danes  would  unite 
with  the  enemy  against  us.  A  noble  lord 
had  said  that  the  Danish  ships  were  not 
worth  having.  The  last  administration, 
however,  would  ha^  been  very  glad  to 
have  got  the  Turkish  ships  if  they  could 
have  seized  them,  which  were  certainly 
not  half  so  good;  but  by  no  very  singular 
tortuity  of  reason  in  the  noble  lords  op- 
posite, every  measure  was  laudable  which 
they  endeavoured  to  effect,  and  every 
measure  was  culpable  which  his  majesty  s 
present  government  had  succeeded  in  ef- 
fecting. But  the  noble  lord  was  in  error, 
the  Danish  fleet  was  well  worth  bringing 
away.  It  consisted  of  16  sail  of  the  line, 
which  united  to  the  IS  JElussian  ships, 
would  have  formed  a  fleet  of  near  40 
ships — a  formidable  navy,  aiyl  one  that 
might  have  involved  this  country  in  evils 
of  considerable  magnitude.  Could  such 
means  of  annoyance  have  been  looked 
at  without  apprehension?  Would  it  not 
have  been  necessary  for  us  to  relax  the 
blockade  of  several  of  the  enemy's  ports; 
and  would  not  such  a  relaxation  have 
enabled  the  enemy's  squadrons  to  escape 
for  the  purpose  ot  attacking  our  colonial 
possesions,  and  doing  us  other  irreparable 
jnischief?  There  mi^ht.  be  a  great  deal 
of  magnanimity  in  the  power  of  contem- 
plating so  much  danger  without  inquie- 
tude :  but,  for  his  part,  he  preferred  the 
prudence  which  prevented  us  from  incur- 
ring  it  .  A  great  deal  had  been  said  on 
the  absurdity  of  allowing  the  Russian  fleet 
to  navigate  the  seas  at.  pleasure,  at  the 
time  that  this  serious  attack  had  been 
made  upon  the  .Danish  marine.  Now, 
the  fact,  was,  that  orders  had  been  dis- 
patched to  our  officers,  not  to  permit  a 
Knssian  fleet  to  go  into  an  enemy's  port. 
It  was  not  want  of  caution  that  had  ad- 
mitted the  entrance  into  the  Tagus  of  .a 
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Russian  squadron*  but  want  of  wind  and 
favourable  weather,  by  which  sir  S.  Smith 
was  prevented  fin>m  reaching  th^  Tagus 
until  two  days  after  that  squadron  had  got 
in.  It  was  ludicrous  to  hear  a  noble  earl 
talk  of  the  Danish  fleet  as  being  the  same 
that  it  was.  eight  and  forty  years  aeo  ; 
this  assertion  reminded  him  of  the  sailor, 
who,  passing  the  Horse  Guards  in  his  way 
from  the  Admiralty  down  to  Portsmouth, 
saw  one  of  the  dragoons  mounted  at  his 
post ;  on  his  return  after  a  ten  years  ab- 
sence, he  observed  another  dragoon  iii  the 
same  place.  Conceiving  it  to  be  the 
same  man,  he  whimsically  exclaimed, 
'  Ah  I  damn  you,  are  you  there  yet  I' 
He  supposed  the  Danish  fleet  was  like  the 
Sleeping  Beauty,  who  awoke  after  a  nap 
of  a  century,  in  full  possession  of  her 
pristine  youth  and  charms. — ^The  noble 
lord  opposite  had  said,  that  to  be  sure  we 
had  got.  16  ships  of  the  line,  but  that,  by 
so  doing,  we  had  excited  the  anger  and 
resentment  of  the  Danes.  This  was  a 
cause  of  considerable  regret ;'  but  he  con- 
tended, that  his  majesty  s  ministers  would 
have  shewn  a  contemptible  pusillanimity, 
and  would  have  acted  most  unworthily,  if 
they  had  been  deterred  from  doing  that 
which  they  conceived  to  be  their  duty, 
by  any  apprehension  of  Danish  anger  and 
resentment.  If  they  had  refrained  from 
wresting  from  the  approaching  grasp  of  a 
formidable  enemy,  an  engine  which  would 
have  given  him  a  very  considerable  addi- 
tion of  power,  they  would  indeed  have 
deserved  the  most  severe  reprehension ; 
they  would  have  merited  all  the  reproba- 
tion that  had  that  night  been  bestowed 
upon  them,  for  having  pursued  an  opposite 
line  of  conduct.  He  regretted  that  the 
house  was  not  unanimous  on  the  present 
question  ;  but  he  trusted  that  a  very  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  noble  lords 
would,  by  their  vote  of  that  night,  testify 
their  approbation  of  the  steps  that  had 
been  taken  by  his  majesty's  sovernment. 

Earl  Daml^,  rebutted  all  the  arguments 
advanced  by  the  noble  earl  who  preceded 
him.  He  contended,  that  no. case  what- 
ever had  been  made  out  to  justify  the  harsh 
measures  resorted  to  by  ministers,  in  at- 
tacking a  defenceless  people  in  a  state  of 
avowed  neutrality. 

Lord  Sidmouik  rose  at  a  late  hour,  and 
supported  the  motion  in  a  speech  of  consi- 
derable animation.  The  noble  viscount 
began  with  strongly  urgipg,  that  it  was 
the  paramount  duty  of  ministers,  at  all 
times,  to  furnish  parliament  with  formal 
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and  authentic  kibrinatioa,  as  to  the  groaada 
and  nature  of  anj  new  contestj  in  wkicfa, 
by  their  Gounseliy  whether  wise  pr  iinpni>- 
deaty  they  had  involved  the  country.  The 
war  with  Denmark  waa  a  new  war,  and 
upon  what  pret^ice  could  ministers  ask 
for  the*  support  of  tliat  house  while  they 
re&sed  it  that  information  whicfaj  upon  all 
QceasienB  of  war,  had  never  been  denied  ? 
The  noble  viscount  then  proceeded  to 
consider  the  question  in  reference  to  the 
disposition  of  the  Danes  towards  this  coun- 
try, and  contended,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  was  no  one  reason  to  suppose  the 
Danes  were  hostilely  inclined  towards  us, 
and  in  the  next,  even  admitting  that  they 
were,  that  this  would  not  in  itself  justify 
the  measure  of  Ihe  expedition^ — ^He  next 
adverted  to  Russia,  and  Commented  with 
much  force  on  the  glaring  anachronism 
in  imputing  the  expedition  which  sailed 
in  July  to  intelligence  not  known  here  till 
the  8th  of  the  following  month.  He  dwelt 
up^  the  indecency  of  putting  such  an  as- 
sertion into  the  sacred  mouth  of  his  ma- 
jes4y.  As  to  the  designs  of  the  French  in 
the  Baltic,  he  thought  the  best  guarantee 
this  country  could  have  had  in  that  res- 
pect, was  the  pow^  most  interested  in 
such  interference;  and  it  was  his  firm 
pensuaji^on,  that  Russia  would  never  have 
safiered  France  to  have  established  any 
serious  influence  in  that  sea.  The  noble 
viscount  then  proceeded  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion on  the  groimd  of  danger  to  this 
country.  He  considered  this  danger,  first 
W4^«''especM;to  its  certainty — t^ai  ceit^nty 
had  not  been  at  all  made  out.  He  consi- 
dered it  next  in  reference  to  its  magnitude, 
and  d^ied  that  any  proof  had  been  ad- 
duced to  convince  any  impartial  man  that 
it  was  greater  in  point  of  magnitude  than 
eejQtaii^ty.  He  lastly  ccmsidered  it  with 
fespect  to  its  ui^eney,  in  vv4iich  he  thou^t 
it  faHed  as  much  as  in  either  of  the  two 
lonner  considerations.  Hie  noble  viscount 
concladod  an  iinpi^essive  speech,  with  a 
solemn  .appeal  to  their  lordships  to  pause 
helbr«  they  decided  upon  a  question  in- 
,  v<4ving  so  deeply  the  national  character ; 
and  to  hear  in  mind,  that  if,  as  bad  been 
said,  the  expedition  was  generally  ap- 
pro^ of  hitherto  by  the  counti^,  it  was 
because  that  country  looked  with  confi- 
dence to  his  majes^s  mkiisters  for  the 
fullest  and  most  satisfactory  informaitioB. — 
The  house  t&en  divided. 
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HOUSE  OF  COmiONS. 

MontU^t  Februaiy  8. 
[Expedition  to  thsDakdaneixes.]  Mr. 
T.  Gremnlk  hegged  the  attention  of  the 
'^ntlemen  opposite  for  a  few  moments. 
The  house  would  recollect,  that  as  the  late 
administration  quitted  office  before  the 
result  of  the  Expedition  to  Ccmstanthiople 
was  known,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
judge  what  Papers  had  or  had  not  been 
received- on  the  subjeet  by  the  admiralty. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  greater  part  of 
communications  firom  the  admiralty  origi- 
nated in  letters  to  and  firom  the, first  lord, 
vidio  caused  all  such  Itstters  to  him,  and  du- 
plicates of  all  such  letters  from  him,  as  he 
eonceived  tobefit  subjects  of  official  resort, 
to  be  laid  before  the  board  of  Admiralty. 
He  had  not  now  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing whether  seyeral  papers  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  ehicidaticm  of  this  sub- 
ject, had  been  laid  before  the  board.  One 
was  a  Letter  from  lord .  Collingwood  to 
the  ^rst  lord  of  the  admiralty,  containing 
sir  T.  Louies  report  of  the  state  of  the 
Dardanelles,  and  of  tte  Turkish  fleet  and 
batteries  Mi  the  5tk  <^Dec.  Two  others 
were  Letters  from  himself  to  Itord  Colling- 
wood, on  the  subject  of  Alexandria  ^d 
C^astantinof]4e,  of  which  he  had  thought 
proper  tx)  lay  before  the  admiralty  certir 
fied  copies,  that  they  might  become  the 
subjects  of  officied  rescvt.  Hdving^so  done, 
he4ho«ght  it  his  duly  to  cali^lbe  attentiw. 
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his  majesty's  ministers,  before  they  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  Papers  to  be  produ- 
ced, and  to  express  his  hope,  that  when 
those  papers  were  produced,  a  sufficient 
time  would  be  allowed  for  the  discovery 
of  any  deficiencies  that  it  might  be  found 
necessary  to  supply. 

^  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  obsjerved,  that 
he  had  on  a  former  occasion  sufficiently 
evinced  his  wish,  that  all  the  information 
on  the  subject,  which  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site were  desirous  of  havmg,  should  be  pro- 
duced, although  the  expression  of  that 
wish  had  been  so  ungraciously  treated, 
that  he  should  feel  much  disinclined  again 
to  enter  into .  a  private  communication  on 
that  or  any  other  subject  with  the  gentle- 
men opposite. 

Mr.r.  Grenville,  in  explanation,  declared 
that  the  first  intima^on  which  he  had  had 
of  the  private  communication  to  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  alluded,  was  when  on  his 
legs  in  that  house. 

[Expedition  to  Copenhagen.]  Mr. 
Wintbread  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion 
for  the  production  of  certain  Papers-,  ex- 
tracts from  which  had  been  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  secretary,  in  his  speech,  in  de- 
fence of  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen. 
(p.  272.)  The  hon.  member  observed,  that 
the  subject  was  of  the  highest  importance 
in  itselt.  The  right  hon.  secretaiy  in  his 
speech,  had  carried  the  practice  of  making 

Sartial  extracts  firom  papers  not  before^  the 
ouse,  to  an  extent  to  which  it  had  never 
been  pushed  before.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech,  which  certainly  none  but  ah  able 
man  could  have  spoken,  he  had  resorted 
to  a  practice  of  partial  extract  and  com- 
ment which  probably  no  other  man  be- 
sides himself  would  have  had  recourse  to. 
In  the  course  of  the  last  war,  lord  Mel- 
ville, then  a  member  of  that  house,  and 
high  in  office,  had  set  the  example  of  a 
similar  practice ;  but  he  well  remembeiied 
that  the  practice  had  then  been  reprobat- 
ed as  unfair,  as  derogating  from  the  dig- 
nity of  the  house,  and  as  calculated  to 
produce  an  impression,  in  most  cases,  to- 
tally different  from'  that  which  the  papers 
giTen  at  full  length  would  bear.  He 
would  do  Mr.  Pitt  the  justice  to  say/  that 
he  had  never  descended  to  such  a  prac- 
tice. The  ri^ht  hon.  gent,  should  recol- 
l^t  the  situation  of  hign  trust  and  respon- 
sibility which  be  held,  and  that  it  was 
most  unbecoming  that  situation  to  put  any 
thing  like  a  false  gloss  on  the  written  opi- 
nions of  his  predecessors  in  office.  He  had 
the  authority  of  his  noble  firiend  Cearl  Grey} 
Vbt.  X.     , 


to  declare,  that  he  felt  injured  by  the  par- 
tial extracts  and  comments  which  he  had 
made  from  the  dispatches  which-  he  had ' 
sent  to  our  envoy  at  the  Danish  Court. 
These  extracts,  Se  was  cbnvincedi  would 
not  have  been  read,  had  that  noble  lord 
continued  a  member  of  that  house ;  or,  if 
they  liad,  the  meaning  affixed  to  them 
would  have  been  flatly  contradicted.  There 
were  gestures  which  would  throw  an  air 
of  ridicule  on  the  most  serious  matters,  and 
what  was  stated  only  hypothetically  might 
be  so  read  as  if  absolutely  true^  thus  giv- 
ing a  totally  different  complection  tp  what 
would  result  from  the  perusal  of  the  whole. 
These  were  the  acts  which  the  right  hon. . 
secretary  had  had  recourse  to.  He  had 
also  followed  a  similar  method  with  regard 
to  some  dispatches  of  lord  Hutchinson,  and 
of  Mr.  Gariicke,  the  British  envoy  at  the 
court  of  Denmark,  selecting  detached  pas- 
sages from  their  correspondence,  and 
making  them  say,  in  fact,  what  he  pleased. 
These  two  noble  lords,  however/  had  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  their  own  mean- 
ing, and  of  refuting  that  interpretation 
which  was  put  upon  their  words,  while 
Mr.  Gariicke  was  so  situated,  that  it  was 
not  possible  he  could  obtain  that  redress 
to  which  he  was  justly  entitled.  He  also 
conceived  that  the  partial  extracts  w^hich 
had  been  made  tended  to  calumniate  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,  in  as  far  as 
they  represented  him  as  desirous  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  his  neutrality  ^  for,  from 
all  that  he  had  heard  and  kn6wn  of  the 
conduct  of  that  prince,  he  believed  it  to 
be  his  wish  to  refnain  perfectly  neutral. 
On  some  occasions,  when  it  served  his 
purpose,  the  right,  hon.  secretary  had 
urg^d  the  great  inconvenience  of  pro- 
ducing diplomatic  papers ;  but  he  dad  not 
found  it  inconvenient  to  make  such  partial 
extracts  from  papers  ih  his  possession,  as 
might  enable  him  to  attain  his  purpose, 
of  gaining  a  vote  of  the  house,  even  though 
such  extracts  gave  a  totally  different  co- 
lour to  that  which  the  papers  not  thus  gar- 
bled would  have  had.  If  the  right  hon. 
secretary  had  given  a  false  impression,  as 
he  contended  that  he  had,  by  his  partial 
quotations,  he  had  neither  done  his  duty 
to  the  public,  to  those  persons  connected 
Mfith  the  late  administration,  nor  to  the 
much-injured  Danes ;  for  he  should  always 
view  them  in  that  light.  There  was  oqe 
way  of  doing  justice^  however,  and  only 
one,  and  that  was,  to  lay  before  the  pub- 
lic the  dispatches  frpm  which  he  had  made 
such  garbled  quotations.     At  th^  sam^ 
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time,  while  he  demanded  this  act  of  jus- 
tice, he  was  authorized  by  his  noble  rehi- 
tive  to  declare,  that  he  would  rather  be 
conb^nted  to  suffer  in  his  character  and 
feelings  than  that  the  public  service  should 
be  injured  by  any  disclosure ;  but  he  yvas 
at  the  same  time  authorized  to  say,  that 
his  noble  relative  was  of  opinion,  that  no 
inconvenience  would  arise  from  laying  the 
papers  before  the  house. — ^1^  hon.  gent, 
concluded  with  moving  for  the  following 
papers :  1 .  Copy  of  the  Dispatch  from  lord 
Howick  to  Mr.  Gailicke,  dated  London, 
Dec.  3,  1806,  an  extract  from  which  was 
read  by  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  in  his 
place  in  this  house  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
the  Answer  of  Mr.  Garlicke  thereto :  2. 
Copy  of  the  Note  delivered  by  Mr.  Rist  to 
lord  Howick,  relative  to  the  Order  in 
Council  of  Jan.  7,  1807,  and  the  Answer 
thereto,  extracts  fix)m  which  were  read 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  in  his  place  in 
this  house  on  Wednesday  last.*' 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  contended,  that 
whefi  in  the  course  of  his  speech  on 
Wednesday  last  he  was  led  to  consider  the 
disposition  of  the  Danes  towards  this  coun- 
try, and  the  -means  which  they  had,  whe- 
ther of  offence  or  defence,  about  the  latter 
end  of  1*806,  he  availed  himself  of  that 
information  of  -unquestionable  authority 
on  these  subjects,  which  had  been  left  by 
his  predecessor  in  office.  The  circumstance 
of  the  continuity  of  the  government  being 
disturbed,  did  not  detract  from  the  value 
of  that  information.  Jt  should  be  recol- 
lected what  it  was  that  gave  occasion  for 
the  extracts  which  he  had  made.  He  had 
contendied,  that  the  seizure  of  Holstein  by 
the  French  would  have  a  dangerous  influ- 
ence upon  Zealand  ;  frrst,  by  the  possi- 
tiility  of  an  actual  tran^r  of  French  troops 
to  that  island  ;  and,^  2dly,  because  it  would 
have  been  difficult,  if  hot  impossible,  for 
the  I^nish  army  to  retreat  in  the  face  of 
a  victorious  French  force.  But  the  seiz- 
ure of  Holstein  woidd  have  also  had  a 
xhoral  influence  upon  the  Dahes,  in  dis- 
pt)sing  them  to  join  that  power  by  which 
ihey  were  overawed.  To  illustrate  this, 
he  had  made  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  of 
liis  noble  predecessor,  in  which  the  con- 
tingency of  this  event  was  foreseen,  and  in 
which  our  envoy  was  ordered  to  notify  to 
die  Danish  government,  that  if  any  pro- 
mise was  made  to  surrender  their  fleet  to 
the  French,  his  m^sty  would  resent  it 
This  extract  was  not  made,  however,  by 
way  of  recrimination  or  imputation  upon 
the  noble  lord ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 


certainly  the  opinion  and  advice  which  h 
should  have  suggested  in  the  same  cir 
cumstances. — ^There  was  another  subjec 
on  which  he  had  quoted  lord  Howick,  witi 
regard  to  the  offer  of  25,000  Swedes  fo 
the.  defence  of  Denmark ;  and  that  wa 
the  advice  which  he  himself  ^ould  havi 
offered.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceiv< 
how  that  noble  lord  could  feel  hinisel 
hurt  by  the  extracts  which  he  had  made 
and  he  was  equally  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  he  could  have  altered  that  optniol 
with  regard  to  the  dispositions  and  powe 
of  Denmark  to  maintain  her  neutrality,  i 
he  ever  entertained  it. — He  had  also  said 
that  the  mode  in  which  the  Danisfa  go< 
v?mment  had  remonstrated  with  tfai; 
country  on  the  subject  of  the  Order  ii 
Council,  which  was  a  measure  of  partia 
retaliation  for  the  Frfench  decree,  disco- 
vered any  thing  else  rather  than  a  dispo- 
sition to  cultivate  impartiality,  and  that  ii 
appeared  in  the  same  li^^t  to  the  late. ad- 
ministration. He  therefore  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  production  of  the  Note  of  Mr. 
Rist,  since  it  would  tend  to  throw  light  on 
^e  nature  and  propriety  of  the  late  Ordei*a 
in  Cotmcil.  But,  in  his  opinion,  no  ease 
whatever  was  made  out  fer  the  production 
of  the  other  papers,  since  he  had  only 
quoted  them  as  a  confirmation  of  those 
suspicions  which  were  so  reasonably  en- 
tertained with  regard  to  the  condrct  oi 
the  Danes.  The  extracts  which  he  fcad 
made  from  Mr.  Garlicke's  dispatches  re- 
lated to  that  particular  period  of  time 
after  the  fatal  battle  of  Jena,  and  the  vio^ 
lation  of  tfhe  Danish  territory  by  France  ; 
and  were  principally  made  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  that  many  persons  in  x>fficial 
situations  in  Denmark,  had  that  bias  to- 
wards the  interests  of  France,  which  rt^as 
the  business  of  the  British  goremment  to 
counteract,  if  possible.  He  was  confident 
that  no  person  could  chaise  him  with  having 
made  any  frilse  statement  of  what  was  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Garlicke's  dispatches.  But  his 
chief  objection  to  the  present  motion  arose 
from  this  principle,  that,  it  would  go  to 
establish  a  precedent  for  publishing  all 
papers  and  fbreign  dispatches  whatever. 
The  depositaries  of  the  public  confidence 
must  judge  in  every  uistance,  whether 
they  ought  to  be  produced  or  not.  There 
would  be  no  end  to  distrust,  and  from  the 
sample  which  was  now  eidiibited,  ihett 
would  be  no  end  to  the  demand  and  pro- 
duction of  psqpers.  To  tlie  jealousy  which 
the  hon.  gent,  discovered,  no  other  expo- 
sition of  papers  woiddi^e  satisfiictoiy*  bctt 
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that  of  putting  bind  into  the  Foreign  Office, 
and  letting  him  rummage  at  pleasure. 
With  re^r4  to  the  dispatches  of  lord 
Howick,  It  ^as  highly  probable  that  the 
noble  lord  had  copies  ot  them  in  his  own 
possession :  but  if  not,  he  should  be  happy 
to  furnish  nim  with  copies  from  the  Fq- 
reiga  Office.  In  observing  upon  the  state 
of  Denmark  at  a  particular  period,  he  had 
taken  the  opportunity  to  state  that  the  pos- 
sibility of  ^.  junction  between  France  and 
Denmark  had  been  contemplated  by  his 
noble  predecessor,  and  that  orders  had 
been,  in  consequence,  communicated,  how 
to  act,  in  the  case  of  such  an  event.  It 
appeared  that  the  house  was  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
government^  from  tvhat  had  been  already 
produced ;  and  it  was  for  those  members 
who  thought  otherwise  to  bring  the  same 
question  a^in  before  the  house,  if  they 
thought  6t. 

Earl  Temple  was  astonished  at  the 
q>eechof  the  right  hon.  secretary  the  other 
night  in  n^any  paits  of  it,  and  stiU  more 
so,  at  the  manner  in  which  he  attempted 
to  defend  himself  to-night,  by  denying  the 
in&rmatioa  which  the  motion  before  the. 
house  was  calculated  to  convey.  He  had 
.referred  to  extracts  from  the  disp.a^cl;iues  of 
lurd  Hpwick  in  his  own  defence  the  other 
ni^b«(^  and  m  support  of  his  own  argument. 
He  must  be  excused  when  he  called  these 
extracts^  garbled  extracts  of  document^  tp 
which  he  nad  access  from  his  oQicial  siti^- 
ation.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  the 
right  hon.  secretary  gave  ^  part  which 
siMted  the  purpose  of  his  own  ars^u^ment, 
and  concealed  the  rest.  He  should  have 
expected,  that  a  m^ui  of  the  talents  and 
station  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  secretary  would 
not  h^ve.  stooped  to  |iie  artifice  of  garbling 
scraps  of  paper,  to  give  a&lse  colouring  to 
a  transaction  of  such  importance  as  that  of 
which  be  was  treating  the  other  mght ; 
£>r  oiost  indisputable  it  was,  that  the  whole 
mfiXt^r  would  have  appeared  in  a  very 
diilterent  li^ht  firo^l  that  in  which  the 
j{)eecli  of  the  right  hon*  secretary  placed 
It.  My  lord  Grey  felt  lumself  aggrieved 
ty  this  proceeding,  and  declarejthat  if: 
the  di^patqh  sent  oy  him  to  fdx.  Garlicke 
had  been  all  read,  instead  of  the  partial 
extract  which  the  right  hon.  secretary 
Ijave  to  .the  house,  the  whole  transaction 
^puld  have  a  different  colonr  fromtli^t 
which  the  leiuUng  of  th^t  parti^  e^^tract 
gac(e  it.  What  w^s  the  ,pou\^  in  de))a|£  } 
xi^^  had  been  w  inquiry  jr€;3pecting 


hagen  had  been  attempted  to  be  justified 
from  certain  circumstances.  Gei^t lemon 
on  one  side  of  the  house  contended,  that 
the  account  w^ich  ministers  had  given  of 
that  matter  was  not  satisfactory.  Upon  ^ 
that  occasion,  the  right  hon.  secretary 
read  part  of  a  letter  firom  lord  Grey  to  w. 
Garlicke,  and  in  that  extract  he  left  off  at 
the  end  of  a  paiagraph  which  suited  his 
own  purpose,  and  the  very  next  would 
have  explained  the  whole  context,  and 
given  an  entirely  different  colour  to  the 
matter.  This  was  grievous  tp  my  lord 
Grey,  who  wa»  a  public  man,  who  had 
held  an  high  official  situation,  and  in 
whose  character  the  public  had  st  great 
interest.  He  conceived  this  to  be  a^  per- 
fectly fail*  an4  sufficient  ground  for  calling 
Tor  the  production  of  public  documents  ; 
and  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  referring  to 
the  estimation  in  which  he  had  hitherto 
held  the  righ^  hon.  secretary  for  candour, 
in  that  part  of  his  character  he  had  been 
greatly  deceived. 

Mr.  Herbert  took  a  general  view  of  the 
expedition  to  Copenhagen,  which  he  con- 
sidjered  as  setting  an  example,  which 
would  in  future  Have  the  effect  of  involving 
neutral  powers  in  war,  whatever  might  bo 
their  interest  or  inclination. 

■  The  SecreUtry  at  Wor  defended  the 
measure,  and  conceived  it  plain  to  the 
common  sense  of  every  man,  that  from 
the  power  of  France  and  the  wealjaiess  of 
Demaaark,  the  iattex*  power  would  not  have 
been  permitted  to  remain  neutral. 

IVIr.  Tiemey  alluded  to  the  speech  of 
the  right  tionoui-able  the  secretary  of 
state  o^  a  former  night,  tlie  eloquence  of 
which  he  admired,  but  he  could  not  help 
saying,  it  was  a  speech  most  of  the  force 
of  wmoh  was  derived  from  the  extracts 
wjpiich  he  took  from  certain  documents  to 
which  h^  referred.  And  here  he  must 
t£^e  leave  to  lament  that  a  secretary  of 
state  should  avail  himself  of  the  command 
he  had  of  the  documents  of  office,  and 
which, none  but  a  secretary  of  state  could 
have  taken ;  and  here  he  must  also  declare, 
that  the  extracts  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  read,  were  garbled  extracts.  Lord 
Grey  was  well  known  to  be  hostile  to  the 
Expedition  to  Copenhagen,  and  by  the 
extract  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  gave  of 
the  dispatch  of  lord  G^-ey  (then  lord 
Howick)  to  Mr.  Garlicke,  it  would  appear 
as  if  lord  Howick  had  recommended  that 
expedition.  I{^  really  did  not  see  .what 
his  hon.  friend  (]\Ir.  Whitbread)  could  do 
less  than  hrlpg .  %>yard  the  pr^se(it  ^no- 
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lion ;  he  ought  to  do  it  for  the  sake  of  the 
loose  of  commons,  he  oaght  to  do  it  ibr  the 
sake  of  the  public,  vnYio  had  a  right  ta  be 
iairly  infonned  upon  this  matter  ;  be 
6ugDt,  lastly,  to  do  it  for  the  sake  of  the  cha- 
jracter  of  lord  Ho^i'ick ;  for  every  public 
man  was  entitled  to  a  fair  consideration  by 
the  public.  The  right  bon.  secretary 
consented  to  lay  before  the  house  the  cor- 
respondence of  INIr.  Hist,  because  that  ap- 
peared to  answer  the  party  motives  of  the 
right  hon.  cent.  He  made  a  partial  extract 
from'the  dispatch  of  lord  Howick  for  the 
same  reason,  but  he  repressed  the  rest  of 
lord  Howick's  dispatch,  because  it  would 
put  an  end  to  those  pjirty  motives  by 
placing  the  subject  in  another  light,  and 
explaining  the  whole  matter  to  the  publip. 
The  general  objection  to  the  proauction 
of  papers,  was' the  inconvenience  to  the 
public  service  by  producing  them ;  but 
here  it  was  not  contended  that  any  such 
would  be  the  case  if  the  whole  dispatch  of 
my  lord  Howick  was  produced.  Here  the 
house  was  called  upon  to  recognize  a  right  , 
in  the  secretary  of  state  to  read  what  part 
he  pleased  of  any  document  in  his  office, 
just  as  it  might  suit  hinriself,  and  that  out 
of  pure  confidence  in  the  secretaiy  of 
state.  No  man  admired  more  than  he  did 
the  talents  of  the  right  hbn.  gent,  but  he 
did  not  choose  to  put  that  sort  of  confi- 
dence in  any  man,  as  to  allow  him  to  make 
partial  extracts  out  of  documents  as  they 
might  suit  his  purpose.  Indeed,  he  had 
refused  it  to  a  person  more  considerable 
than  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  he  meant  the 
late  Mr.  Pitt.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
right  hon.  gent,  taking  to  himself  the  tem- 
porary triumph  of  a  debate  by  a  little 
tricking,  or  perhaps  to  continue  that  tri- 
umph for  the  day  after  the  debate,  but  it 
was  too  much  that  he  should  claim  the 
continuance  of'  the  triumph  for  a  week 
together  ;  when  the  whole .  of  it  was 
founded  upon  a  fallacy^  it  was  too  much  to 
endeavour  to  keep  the  country  in  a  state  of 
delusion.  There  was  this  diflference  be- 
t>;i'een  ministers  and  their  opponents  :  the 
opponents  of  ministers  had  done  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  make  the  case 
clear  to  the  public  view — ministers  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  keep  matters  in  the 
dark.  They  now  talked  of  the  thanks  of 
the  house  and  of  the  public,  and  indeed 
they  were  perhaps  nearly  as  well  entitled 
to  them  as  some  who  had  them.  He  would 
put  them  to  the  test.  Would  they  desire 
any  young  man  of  warm  wishes  for  them, 
to  move  the  approbation  of  the  house  to  I 


them  for  their  conduct  rni  the  Copenhagen 
Expedition  ?  He  ventured  to  say  they 
dared  not  But  ministers  said,  *  Why  do 
not  you  move  a  vote  of  censure  against  us  }' 
Such  as  challenge,  said  the  hoii.  gent,  comes 
with  a  bad  face  firom  men  who  have  the 
evidence  of  their  conviction  in  their 
pockets,  but  will  not  produce  it.  If  the 
right  hon.  gent  will  give  me  the  evidence 
upon  which  he  founded  his  proceedings 
against  Copenhagen,  I  pledge  myself  to 
bring  forward  the  motion  of  censure  ;  but 
he  knows  in  his  heart  he  has  no  sach  evi- 
dence to  produce. — He  wished  to  pat  the 
house  upon  its  guard  against  being  cajoled 
into  a  belief  that  ministers  had  a  tittle  of 
proof  for  their  justification.  There  was 
no  such  thing  in  existence,  and  he  dared 
them  to  the  production  of  any  thing  that 
could  warrant  the  bombarding  a  neutral 
toi^'n,and  murderin^innocent  men,  women, 
and  children.  But  if  the  fuH  documents 
were  to  be  withheld  upon  this  subject, 
what  an  idea  would  go  down  to  posterity, 
when  such  a  motion  should  appear  on  the 
journals  to  have  been  opposed  by  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers ! 

mr.  Lockhart  observed,  that  the  vote  of 
the  former  night  must  have  proceeded 
upon  one  of  t^o  grounds.  It  must  either 
have  proceeded  from  a  conviction  of  the 
satisfactoriness  of  the  extracts  of  the  pa- 
pers produced,  or  from  a  general  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  tne  measure. 
The  nature  of  the  war  was  now  greatly 
altered  from  what  it  was.  We  were  now 
fighting  for  nothing  less  than  self-defence, 
and  our  existence  as  a  nation.  France 
had  subjugated  nearly  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  and  it  did  not  b^ove 
this  country  to  remain  inactive,  till  she 
had  collected  means  to  form  an  attack 
against  us.  Ministers,  he  conceived,  had 
acted  wisely  in  anticipating  the  steps 
which  France  was  known  to  have  in  con- 
templation. If  we  had  the  fiillest  proof  of 
the  good  inclinations  of  Denmark  to  this 
country,  but  were  at  the  same  time  con- 
vinced that  she  was  unable  to  resist  the 
confederacy  formed  against  her,  ministers^ 
in  his  opinion,  were  justified  in  having 
acted  as  they  had  done.  He  should  there- 
fore oppose  the  production  of  the  papers 
moved  lor. 

Mr.  Jfomer- begged  leave  to  recall  to 
the  attention  of  the.  house  what  was  the 
real  motion  they  were  then  debating.  His 
hon.  friend  had  moved  for  two  papers,  one 
of  which  had  been  granted,  but  as  to  the 
other  it  was  to  be  refiised,  which  was  the 
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occasion  of  the  present  discu39ion.  The 
right  hon.  gentlemen,  however,  who  were 
thus  pleased  to  refuse  the  production  of 
this  paper,  had  not  attempted  to  say  there 
was  any  parliamentary 'ground  for  their 
refiisal :  on  that  head,  or  that  it  would  be 
betraying  any  secret  intelligence,  or  that 
it  would  be  dangerous,  or  produce  any 
public  inconvenience,  the  house  had  not 
heard  any  thing.  Now,  the  parliamen- 
tary ground  for  producing  it  was;  that 
it  was  intimately  connected  with  a  very 
important  measui'e,  with  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances of  which  that  house  ought 
and  was  desirous  to  be  acquainted  ;  and 
therefore  he  was  surprised  beyond  ex- 
pression that  it  should  be  attempted  to  be 
refused.  If  the  right  hon.  secretary  could 
shew  that  its  production  would  cause  any 
public  inconvenience,  he  would  do  well. to 
state  it ;  but  till  he  did,  he  hoped  the  house 
would  incline  towards  tf>e  motion,  and  insist 
on  its  being  given.  What  was  the  course 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  pursued  ?  In  jus- 
tifying a  great  and  important  measure  to 
the  house,  he  had  read  part  of  this  docu- 
ment to  the  house,  which  part  had  induced 
many  to  suppose  that  the  opinion  of  the 
noble  lord  who  wrote  the  letter  was  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  by  holding  forth 
the  same  opinion  of  the  Danish  govern- 
ment as  the  present  ministers  had  formed, 
whereas  the  reverse  would  have  proved  to 
be  the  case,  had  the  whole  of  that  docu- 
ment been  read,  and  would  be  still  proved 
if  the  whole  paper,  then  the  subject  of  de- 
bate, were  to  be  produced. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  main- 
tained, that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
supposition  that  the  extracts  made  by  his 
right  hon.  firiend  out  of  the  /lispatch  of 
lord  Howick  to  Mr.  Garlicke  at  Copenha- 
gen, made  the  unfavourable  impression 
against  that  noble  lord  which  some  gen- 
tlemen apprehended  ;  for  they  seemed  to 
think  that  the  object  of  making  these  ab- 
stracts was  merely  to  impress  the  house 
with  the  idea  that  lord  Howick  was  now  com- 
plaining against  this  expedition,  only  be- 
cause he  was  in  opposition,  but  that  if  he 
were  in  poweV,  he  would  have  done  as 
ministers  did.  But  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  to  produce  any 
such  impression.  There  was  no  such  in- 
terference warranted  by  the  extracts  of 
the  dispatch  of  the  noble  lord.  It  was  not 
denied  that  the  noble  lord  was  agaiiist  the 
expedition.  But  the  opinion  of  lord  How- 
ick was,  .that  if  Denmark  gave  up  her 
fleet  to  secure  Holstein  from  the  seiaare 


and  gripe  of  France,  that  such  a  submis- 
sion would  not  be  assented  to  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  ;  that  was  the  sentiment  of 
lord  Howick  in  the  Dispatch  alluded  to, 
and  that  was  all  that  his  right  hoQ.  friend 
meant  to  impress  upon  the  house  the  othec 
night.  As  to  the  challenge  thrown  out  by 
a  right  hon.  gent,  he  had  only  to  say,  that 
ministers  were  satisfied  with  the  vote  upon 
the  king's  speech.  They. thought  their 
defence  sufficient  as  it  stood  ;  nor  did  he 
believe  they  should  owe  much  to  the  for- 
bearance of  the  right  hon.  gent,  either  in 
the  house,  or  out  of  it,  if  he  thought  be 
could  attack  them  with  success,  notwith- 
standing his  apparent  magnanimity,  in 
saying  that  he  should  not  attack  them  un- 
til they  were  prepared  with  their  defence. 

Mr.  Windham  complained  that  ministers 
had  swindled  the  house  put  of  an  s^pear- 
ance  of  approbation  of  the  Danish  expedi- 
tion, in  the  Address  to  his  majesty,  although 
it  was  then  understood,  that  that  Address 
was  a  mere  matter  of  form,  not  conveying 
any  actual  opinion.  The  grand  ground 
for  the  production  of  the  papers  moved 
for  by  his  hon,  friend,  was  that  the  house 
having,  irregularly  in  his  opinion,  allowed 
a  flagrant  injustice  to  be  done  to  an  indi- 
vidual, were  bound,  to  repair  it  as  far  as 
lay  in  their  power. 

Sir  John  Orde  was  .desirous  that  minis* 
ters  should  not  be  fettered.  The  gentle- 
men opposite  seemed  to  wish  that  we  should 
give  the  sword  to  our  enemy,  and  content 
ourselves  with  the  scabbard. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  did  not  thirfk  that'  the  re- 
sistance to  the  present  motion  rested  on 
the  same  grounds  as  the  resistance  to  the 
motion  of  Wednesday  last.  Although  he 
voted  for  ministers  on  that  day,  common 
justice  would  compel  him  to  vote  for  the 
hon.  gent,  on  the  present  occasioni. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  glad  to  hear  the  chal- 
lenge thrown  out  by  the  other  side.  As 
to  a  vote  of  censure,  he  should  be  happy 
to  vote  two  censures ;  the  one  on  the  dis- 
respectful manner  in  which  all  information 
relative  to  the  Danish  expedition  had  been 
'  withheld  from  the  house  ;  the  other  on  the 
expedition  itself.  He  contended  strenu- 
ously for  the  production  of  the  papers 
moved  for  by  his  hon.  friend.  Before  the 
meeting  of  parliament  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  support  his  majesty's  ministers  on 
the  subject  of  the  expedition  to  Copenha- 
gen ;  fully  expecting  that  they  would  be 
able  to  prove,  either  that  a  collusion  ex- 
isrted  between  l>enroark  and  France,  or 
that  Denmark  could  not  have  resisted  the 
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compulsion  of  France.  Neither  of  these 
points  had  been  established ;  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  first  particularly,  he  pledged 
himself,  when  the  subject  was  resumed,  to 
make  it  incontrovertibly  manli'^st,  that 
there. never  had  been  any  collusion  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  Sliarpc  said,  he  thought  the  mo- 
tion ought  to  be  acceded  to  on  every 
principle  of  fairness  and  justice;  and 
80  convinced  was  he  of  the  partiality  and 
ii\justice  of  reading  garbled  papers,  that  if 
.  no  other  person  accepted  the  challenge 
given  to  that  side  of  the  house,  he  would 
himself  bring  forward  a  motion,  for  a  vote 
of  censure;  though  from  the  slight  connec- 
tion he  ha^l  in  the  house,  and  the  short 
time  he  had  been  a  member  of  it/he  could 
not  boast  even  so  much  parliamentary 
courage  as  to  flatter  himseli  with  si^ccess, 
and  could  wish  it  to  fall  into  abler  hands. 

Mr.  ff%i^*e£ui  Congratulated  the  house 
on  the  idea*  that  whether  they  lost  the  mo- 
tion or  not,  it  would  hav^e  the  good  efiect 
of  preventing  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
from  again  making  use  of  garbled  letters. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
clearly  shewn»  that  he  had  never  had  a 
caufie  in  a  court  of  justice  in  which  lie 
found  it  so  dilBcult  to  defend  his  client  ; 
tor  all  he  could  say  in  his  t>ehalf  was,  that 
be  did  not  mean  to  draw  that  inference 
which  others  had  done  for  him.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  said, '  does  the  noble 
lord  mean  to  say,  that  I  have  cast  any  im- 
putation on  him,  by  reading  his  letter  ?' 
He  would  answer  for  the  noble  lord,  yes, 
—-the  imputation  of  holding  one  language 
while  in  office,  atid  another  when  out  of 
it,  and  in  so  doing  palming  an  imposition 
on  that  house  and  the  public.  Ministers 
and  the  noble  lord  were,  then,  at  issue : 

f>roduce  the  paper.  Was  there  any  pub- 
ic inconvenience  arising  from  it  ?  He 
would  answer  boldly,  no  ; .  it;  had  not  even 
been  pretended  that  there  was  the  most 
distant  ri^  of  it.  Ministei*s  were  willing 
4o  give  Mr.  Rist's  letter,  because  it  might 
aerve  their  purpose  on  another  occasion^ 
but  that  which  made  against  them  they 
withheld.  The  right  hon.  secretary  had 
«aid  on  Wednesday  last,  that  whenever  he  ' 
s^w  the  footsteps  of  those  incapable  sej:- 
vants  he  turned  round  to  avoid  them,  aa  a 
path  to  be  shunsed  y  he  wished,  however^ 
the  riAht  bpn.  gent  would  iipitate  them  in 
4h^r  oai>dovur  and  fairness.  He  had  seemed 
to  t\»B\i  he  was  dealt  hardly  by,  in  its  be- 
ing insinnat^  thait,  1^  ,h9d  r^prese^ed  the 
Diuiea  oa  buiniU^ted  aioid  treated  G<)q^eni^ 


tuously  by  France  ;  but  he  appealed 
the  recollection  of  the  house,  that  he  tri 
to  give  every  appearance  of  ridicule  in  t 
story  he  had  told  of  the  Danish  officer  w 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  French,  aj 
treated  \iith  so  much  contumely  ;  and  sto 
ped  short  there  to  make  the  house  belie 
that  no  satisfaction  had  been  demand  c 
But  the  fact  was  otherwise  ;  the  Cro\ 
Prince  had  made  a  demand  of  satisfactio 
and  obtained  it  from  prince  Murat.  If  t] 
right  hon.  gent,  had  gone  on  and  told  tl 
house  that  fact,  it  would  have  taken  awj 
all  the  force  of  his  story ;  so,  when  he  rej 
the  passage  he  had  selected  from  the  ii< 
ble  lord's  letter,  and  at  the  <?nd  of  whi< 
he  was  so  heartily  cheered,  if  he  had  b 
given  one  single  word  more — the  \voi 
out — ^with  the  same  emphasis  that  he  coi 
eluded  the  .sentence  preceding  it,  thi 
word  but  would  .  have  effectually  knockc 
down  all  those  cheers,  by  shewing  tk 
the  opinion  conveyed  was  directly  coi 
trary  to  that  he  wished  to  have  believe- 
If  no  other  man  in  the  house  would  brin 
it  forward,  he  would  himself  move  for 
vote  of  censure  ;  for  never  was  censure  s 
abundantly  merited. 

Mr.  Montague  was  proceeding,  but  tl 
house  became  so.  clamorous,  that  he  ws 
obliged  to  sit  down.  On  a  division,  thei 
appeared — ^For  the  motion  73  :  Against 
157.  Majority  84-. — On  our  return  to  th 
g-allery, 

Mr.  Shdrpe  gave  notice  of  hb  intentio 
of  submitting  to  the  house  certain  Resolu 
tions  relative  to  the  Expedition  to  Copen 
hagen,  and  the  Conduct  of  Minister 
therein  ;  but  refused  to  name  the  day. 

Uit  fif  the  Minoritjf. 

Abercn>oriby,JaiB6S  Greenliill,  Robert 

Baring,  ALexarvder  Oriiinboofe,  B. 

Baring,  Thomas  Herbert,  H.  A. 

Bathurst,  rt.  h.C.B,  Hibbcrt,  G, 

Bernard,  Scrope  Horner,  F. 

Bi-adshaw^  A.  C.  Howard,  col. 

Bruce,  P.  C.  Howard,  W. 

Bmrdett,  sir  F.  ,  Knapp,  G. 

Byng,  6.  Knox,  Tho. 

Calowft,  sir  G.  Xambe,  W. 

Cavendish,  lord  G.  Lambcoi^  A.  J. 

Cavendish,  W.  Xaurence.  ^renqh 
Cavendish,  G.  hJUu,    XJcnrd,  colonel 

Cocks,  hon.  £.  S.  Loftus,  general 

Colbdurne,  N.  R.  Lyttleton,  W.  FT. 

Craig,  J.'  Macdonald,  James 

Cr^ey,  Thonms  Mnckenae,  gen. 

Cifthbert,  J.  R.  ffarein,  Heniy 

£bmgian,viBc.  MmImw,  II. 

ikfeo,  W.  Made,  W.  R. 

jmm,  W.  ymhrnfA^  sir  Ral^ii^ 

„  |«%u890«,jei|fr^  .IfiUpr^ttrTho^ 
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Milton,  viscount 
Moore,  Peter 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Mosley,  sir  O. 
Neville,  R, 
Newport,'  sir  John 
Ord,  William 
Ossubton,  lord 
Parry,  Love 
Peirse,  Henry 
Petty,  lord  H. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Ponsonby,  F. 
Prittie,  F.  A. 
Quin,  W.  H. 
Roinilly,  sir  S. 

[Papeks  belating 


Ruasell,  lord  W. 
Scudamore,  R. 
Sbarpe,  Richard 
Sheridan,  R.  K 
Smith,  G. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tetnple,  earl 
Tierney,  G. 
Tracy,  H. 
Vansittart,  N. 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 
Ward,  J.  W. 
Wardel,  col. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  Sam. 
Windham,  W. 

TO    Denmark 


ANI> 

THE  Order  in  Council  of  Jan.  7,  1 807.] 
The  following  are  copies  of  the  Papers 
relative  to  Denmark  and  the  Order  in 
Council  of  the  7th  Jan.  IS07,  moved  for 
this  day,  by  Mr.  Whitbread. 
PAPERS 

PBESSNTBD  BY  HIS  MAJESTY^S  COMMAND  TO 
BOTH  HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT,  FEB.  15, 
1808. 

No.  I. — ^Note  from  M.  Rist  to  Lord  Vis- 
count Howick,  dated  London,  March 
9,  1807. 

The  undersigned.  Charge  d*AjfFaires  of 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Denmark,  in  tranr- 
mitting  in  due  time  to  his  court  by  the 
Note,  by  which  his  excellency  viscount 
Howick  acquainted  him,  on  the  10th  of 
Jan.  with  the  Order  in  Council,  (p.  126.), 
issued  by  his  Britannic  majesty,  prohibit- 
ing all  commerce  between  the  different 
ports  of  the  enemy  and  those  subject  to 
the  influence  of  the  French  government, 
foresaw  at  that  time  the  deep  and  painful 
impression  which  th^t  Order  could  not 
fail  to  produce  upon  the  court  of  Den-^ 
mark. — He  has  this  moment  received  its 
orders  to  express  to  the  ministers  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  the  surprise  and  grief 
which  the  court  of  the  undersigned  has 
felt  in  taking  notice  of  a  resolution,  which, 
founded  upon  a  principle  in  itself  inad- 
missible, attacks  one  of  the  chief  sources 
of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Denmark, 
and  seems  to  give  a  blow,  as  direct  as  it 
is  unprovoked,  to  her  mo^t  sacred  rights, 
and  to  the  treaties  which  connect  her  with 
G.  Britain.  He  has  received  the  orders 
of  his  court,  to  detail  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's government  the  fatal  consequences 
of  diis  measure,  and  finally  to  require  its 
suppre8sion.'--^The  undermgned,  inquittuig 
himself  of  theise  order*  of  hie  excellency 
viBC.  Howick,  tddces  the  liberty  of  de* 
maadkig  from  kiln  «U  the  tieriom  attention 


w^hich  the  importance  of  the  object  re- 
quires, for  this  exposition;  which  will  bo 
dictated  by  that  frankness  and  moderation 
(worthy  of  an  independent  government, 
and  one  friendly  to  G.  Britain,)  by  which 
the  court  of  Denmark  has  been  constantly 
actuated  in  her  proceedings  and  disoussions 
with  that  of  London. — Of  all  courts,  whose 
duty  and  interest  it  is  to  defend  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  that  of  the  undersigned  is 
called  upoA  to  do  so  on  this  occasion  more 
particularly,  as  well  by  its  situation,  as  by 
the  nature  of  the  Order  in  Council  in  ques- 
tion :  It  is  against  her  interests  principally 
that  it  is  directed ;   her  subjects  chiefly 
will  suffer  by  its  consequences.     Almost 
exclusively  m  possession  of  the  advan- 
tageous coasting  trade  between  the  dif- 
ferent ports  which  will  henceforward  be- 
come inaccessible  to  them,  they  are  me- 
naced with  the  deprivation  of  a  branch  of 
their  navigation,  which  has  occupied  until 
the  present  time  hundreds  of  vessels,  thou- 
sands of  sailors  and  industrious  workmen, 
and    considerable   capitals.      Henceforthi 
the  Mediterranean  will,  for  the  most  part, 
be  shut  against  their  enterprises :  a  voyage 
from  Holland  to  France,  from  Italy  to 
Spain,  from  the  Hanse  towns  to  the  ports 
of  the  Mediterranean,  will  render  their 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  subject  to  confis- 
cation.    Excluded  from  th^  greatest  part 
of  the  ports  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  it 
is  wished  that  they  should  renounce,  not 
only  the  considerable  advantages  which 
the' neutrality  of  their  flag  insures  them  in 
carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  but  also 
the  fcontinuance  of  an  essential  part  of 
their  direct  and  legitimate  commerce  with 
the  ports  above-mentioned.     After  having 
sold  the  produce  of  their  country,  planks, 
fish,  or  corn,  in  one  of.  the  Northern  ports 
of  Holland,  France,  or  Spain,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  return  in  ballast,  because  they 
will  not  be  allowed  to  seek,  in  the  Southern 
ports  of  those  countries,  and  of  Italy,  such 
merchandise  as  the  countries  of  the  North 
have'  occasion  for,  and  which  can  alone 
produce  returns  sufficiently  advantageous 
to  reimburse  the  expences  of  their  voyages. 
In  order  to  procure  salt,  wines,  brandy, 
and  oil,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to 
sail  from  Danish  ports  for  the  most  part 
in  ballast,  ia  order  to  fetch  them  from  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean;  if  they  do 
not  prefer,  which,  according  to  all  ap- 
pearance will  be  the  case,  to  renounce  al- 
together a  traffic,  which  would  hencefor- 
ward become  a  ruinoUs  speculation. — ^And 
how  cauMthe  subjects  of  his  Danish  majesty 
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be  deprived  of  their  legitimate  traffic,  of 
one  of  the  principal  branches  ^f  their  in- 
dustry ?  Bv  what  right  can  they  be 
stopped  in  the  pursuit  of  a  peaceable  oc- 
cupation, the  exercise  of  which  is  guaran- 
teed to  them  by  the  public  law  of  nations, 
and  by  the  sacred  faith  of  treaties ;  which 
insure  to  Denmark,  on  tbe  part  of  G.  Bri- 
tain, the  unlimited  liberty  of  the  seas  in 
all  cases  in  which  Denmark  has  not  her- 
self consented,  by  express  stipulations,  to 
renounce  the  exercisif  of  a  part  of  her 
rights? — They  will  be  so  deprived,  ac- 
cording to  a  principle  of  retaliation,  not 
against  Denmark,  for  she  has  nerer  swerved 
from  the  strict  execution  of  her  treaties, 
or  from  her  duties  towards  England ;  but 
•gainst  a  third  power,  whose  example  G. 
Britain  seems  but  too  ready  to  follow,  in 
order  to  render  the  stipulations  of  treaties, 
and  the  pacific  relations  between  states, 
subordinate  to  a  right  of  war,  indefinite  in 
its  principle,  unlimited  in  its  extent,  in- 
calculable in  its  consequences,  but  com- 
pletely foreign  to,  and  by  no  means  bind- 
ing on,  a  neutral  power,  independent,  and 
protected  by  solemn  and  recent  treaties. — 
The  undersigned  has  received  express,  or- 
ders from  his  court,  to  declare,  in  its  name, 
•that  it  recard^  the  right  of  retaliation, 
in)on  which  the  Order  in  Council  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  is  founded,  as  absolutely 
•inadmissible,  in  its  principle  and  in  its 
consequences.  To  establish  this  right,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  begin  by  destroy- 
ing the  first  liotions  of  general  and  pubUc 
law.  It  must  be  intended  to  lay  down  as 
a  principle,  that  every  power  has  a  right 
arbitrarily  to  renounce  engagements,  and 
to  derogate  from  solemn  stipulations  with 
another  power,  for  np  other  reason  than 
that  its  relations  with  a  third  power  have 
changed  their  character. — ^It  must  be  in- 
tended to  insist  that  the  privileges,  in- 
terests, and  property,  of  a  neutral  nation, 
are  at  the  disposition  of  every  other  power, 
although  connected  with  it  by  treaties,  as 
soon  as  the  course  of  events,  or  the  incli- 
nations of  that  power  should  engage  her 
in  a  war  entirely  foreign  to  the  neutral 
nation. — ^The  palpable  inconsbtency  and 
falsehood  of  sucn  reasoning  cannot  be 
ccjualled  but  by  its  fatal  consequences 
with  respect  to  society.  It  cannot  escape 
the  penetration  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 
ministers,  that  a  principle,  which  would 
render  the  relations  and  mutual  obliga- 
tions between  two  countries  dependent 
tipon  any  acts  whatsoever  of  a  third  power, 
•r  rather  which  would  constitute  a  state 


of  war,  the  supreme  regulator  of  all  I 
relations  of  human  society,  would  destr 
the  very  basis  of  that  society,  in  ort 
openly  to  sanction  the  right  of  streng 
and,  in  the  end,  to  pave  the  way  for  tl 
of  universal  anarchy. — ^This  (the  und< 
signed  regrets  to  avow  it)  is  neverthci 
the  tendency  of  the  principle  upon  whi 
the  resolotioiK  adopted  by  the  Fren 
government  against  the  'commerce  of 
Britain  are  cited,  as  motives  to  induce  1 
Britannic  majesty  to  set  aside  the  treati 
subsisting  between  England  and  Denmai 
and  especially  that  of  the  17th  June,  1 8( 
which  guarantees  to  the  latter  power, 
the  case  expressly  foreseen,  of  any  mai 
time  war  whatever,  the  entire  liberty 
its  commerce,  with  the  exception  only 
those  restrictions  mentioned  in  the  tni 
article.  This  is  the  spirit  of  a  measui 
which  inflicts  upon  the  commerce 
Danish  subjects  the  most  severe  wound 
which  the  history  of  neutrality  offers  ; 
example. — ^The  undersigned  does  not  a] 
prehend  that  he  has  said  too  much  in  a< 
vancing  this  assertion :  he  has  done 
purposely,  and  entirely  foreseeing  that  tl 
French  Decree  of  the  21st  Nov.  1806,  t 
gether  with  all  its  pernicious  consequenc 
to  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  will  be  citi 
to  invalidate  it.  The  undersigned  won 
have  esteemed  himself  fortunate,  if  1 
could  have  avoided  the  necessity  of  mal 
ing  a  comparison  between  the  two  mej 
sures,  or  of  drawing  a  parallel  betwec 
their  effects,  more  or  less  pernicious  to  tl 
commerce  of  Denmark  ;  but  the  weight 
and  important  nature  of  the  task  which  I 
has  to  fulfil,  imposes  this  duty  upon  hin 
He  will,  however,  in  order  to  make  tl 
ministers  of  his  Britannic  majesty  at 
quainted  with  the  measure  of  the  imprej 
sion  which  these  two  Decrees,  in  oppos 
tion  to  each  other,  must  have  produced  i 
Denmark,  content  himself  with  statin] 
that,  according  to  the  official  explanatior 
which  the  undersigned  has  just  receive 
firom  his  court,  the  French  Decree  doc 
not,  as  we  were  led  to  suppose  from  it 
expressions,  bear  upon  all  vessels  carryin 
on  commerce  with  England,  but  onl 
upon  those  which,  coming  from  an  Eng 
lish  port,  are  desirous  of  entering  a  poj 
of  France ;  that  it  enacts  the  confiscatio 
of  those  vessels  only  which  refuse  to  sub 
mit  to  the  notification  of  the  Decree  z 
their  entry  uito  one  of  the  said  ports,  c 
which  are  desirous  of  concealing  thei 
having  lately  put  into  a  port  of  0.  Britain 
that  therefore  the  proviaions  of  the  Frenc 
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Decree,  a  great  p^rt  of  which  cannot, 
from  their  nature,  be  carried  into  effect, 
have  not  as  yet  caused  any  sensible  inter- 
ruption to  the  commerce  of  Denmark  with 
G4  Britain. — ^The  imdersigned  must  also 
observe,  that  the  Decree  of  the  21st  of 
Nov.  limited  as  it  is  in  its  application, 
turns  evidently  against  Prance  herself  and 
her  allies ;  or  at  least  obliges  them  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  greatest  part  of  the  evils 
and  annoyance  directed  against  the  com- 
merce of  neutrals :  That  it  therefore  seems 
to  carry  with  "it  the  guarantee  of  its  lenient 
execution,  and  probably  of  its  short  dura- 
tion.-^The  undersigned  feels  it  his  duty  to 
add,  that  his  court  has  nevertheless  made 
42rgent  representations  to  the^  French  go- 
vernment against  a  measure,  the  principle 
of  which  it  cannot  but  consider  to  a  direct- 
and  manifest  violation  of  its  rights :  That,* 
far  from  being  willing  or  able  to  acquiesce 
in  it,  his  court  thought  that  it  employed 
the  best  weapons  which  its  situation  and 
the  justice  of  its  cause  afl^brded,  when  it 
protested  solemnly  against  the  subversion 
of  principle,  and  the  contempt  of  the  law 
of  nations,  of  which  this  Decree  gives  so 
.  fatal  an  example. — But  the  greater  the. 
disgust  of  the  court  of  the  undersigned  at 
the  spirit  of  the  Decree  of  the  21st  Nov. 
and  particularly  at  the  motive  alleged  for 
its  justification,  namely,  that  of  retaliation, 
the  more  profound  was  its  regret  on  seeing 
G.  Briton,  in  her  late  measures,  follow 
the  footsteps  of  her  enemy,  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  example,  to  sanction  a  doc*- 
trine,  the  principle  of  which  seems  more 
to  be  feared  in  itself,  than  the  more  or  less 
enlarged  scale  of  the  regulations  which 
determine  its  effect  and  extent.  —  The 
court  of  Denmark  cannot  dissemble  her 
apprehensions,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment will  reckon  among  its  trmmphs,  the 
having  engaged  England  in  measures 
which,  while  they  justified  its  own  pro- 
ceeding, necessarily  weakened  the  ties  of 
friendsnip  which  attached  the  neutral  na- 
tions to  6.  Britain,  and  that  it  will  find  in 
the  Order  in  Council  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, a  new  motive,  or  at  least  a  pretext, 
not  only  for  persisting  in'its  fetal  measures, 
and  for  enforcing  their  dormant  rigour, 
bat  also  for  augmenting,  if  possible,  its 
original  violence,  and  completing  the  ruin 
of^nations,  which,  until  the  present  time, 
liad 'preserved  the  blessings  and  the  pros- 
''pcrity  of  peace.  The  undersigned  ab- 
stains, but  too  willingly,  from  completii^ 
the  terrible  picture  which  the  perspective 
of.  such  a  contest  appears  to  vx^si^t-^ 


Authorised  to  declare,  in  the  most  precise 
maimer,  that  the  court  of  Denmark  can 
never  acouiesce  in  any  degree  in  the  Order 
in  Council  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  which 
has  been  communicated  to  the  undersigned 
x)n  the.  10th  of  Jan.  nor  consent  that  her 
vessels  should  be  treated  in  conformity  to 
it,  and  to  protest  formally  against  its  prin^ 
cipie  and  its  consequences ;  the  under- 
signed, however,  feels  pleasure^  in  trans- 
mitting to  his  excellency  vise.  Qowick, 
and  in  partaking,  the  hopes  of  his  court, 
that  his  Britannic  majesty,  will  not  give 
effect  to  the  resolution  in  question  ;  l)ttt 
that,  by  suppressing  it,  he  will  continue 
and  cement  the  relations  of  amity  and 
good  understanding  w^hich  attach  to  his . 
interests  the  court  of  Denmark,  whos« 
constant  efforts  have  been  directed  to  the 
observance- of  her  engagements,  and  to  the 
preservation  of  her  relations  with  G.  Bri- 
tain.— ^This hope  receives  additional  vigour 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  liberal  way  of 
thinking  and  acting  of  the  enlightened 
minister  to  whom  the  imdersigned  has  the 
honour  to  address  the  representations  in 
favour  of  neutral  eights,  which  have  al- 
iready  more  than  once  found  in  him  their 
advocate — ^The  Undersigned  has  the  ho- 
nour, &c.     J.  ElST. 

No.  U. — ^Note  from  iord  Vise.  Howick 
to  Mr.  Ri&t,  dated  Foreign-Office, 
J  7th  March,  1807. 

The  undersigned,  his  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  state  for  Foreign  affairs, 
has  the  honour  of  informing  Mr.  Rist,  that 
he  has  lost  no  time  in  submitting  to  his 
maj^ty's  government  his  Note  of  the  9th 
inst.  ^  and  that  it  has  received  all  the  at- 
tention which  the  magnitude  of  the  sub* 
ject,  and  the  various  and  important  con^ 
siderations  which  it  mvolves,  certainly  re- 
quired.— ^It  is  much  to  be  wished  that 
the  Danish  government,  before  it  had 
su£Pered  itself  to  indulge  in  the  represen- 
tations contained  in  the  above  official 
paper,  had  considered  with  more  calm- 
ness the  nature  and  objects  of  the  Decree 
of  the  French  government  of  the  21st  of 
Nov.  last,  and  the  Order  iii  Council  which, 
in  consequence  of  that  Decree,  has  been 
issued  by  his  majesty. — ^The  undersigned 
is  under  the  necessity  of  thus  calling,  in 
the  outset,  the  attention  of  the  Danish  mi<^ 
nister  to  the  original  state  of  the  question ; 
because  M,  Rist,  in  his  reference  both' to 
the  Decree  of  the  21st  Nov.  1806,  and  to 
his  majesty's  Order  4n ;  Council,  seems  to 
have  misconceived  the  tenor  aad  effect  of 
both ;  uQiformly  e^pu^^ig  andt  paUiatiiig 
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the  one,  and  in  no  less  a  degree  heigh- 
tening and  aggrayating  the  supposed  ten- 
dency and  consequences  of  the  other. — 
By  the  Decree  of  the  2 1st  Nov.  which 
upon  the  falsest  allegations  is  justified  hy 
the  principle  of  retaliation,  the  enemy  has 
presumed  to  declare  the  British  isles  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  prohibiting  at  the  same 
time  all  commerce  with  them,  and  all 
trading  in  English  merchandise  ;  and  by 
the  same  instrument,  the  Prize  Courts  of 
France  are  directed  to  enforce  these  regu- 
lations. Neutrals  are  consequently  inter- 
dicted from  all  commercial  intercourse  with 
G.  Britain,  and  all  trading  in  her  commo- 
dities.— ^The  French  government,  in  adopt- 
ing a  measure  at  once  so  violent  in  itself 
and  of  such  injustice  with  respect  to  the 
copsequences  which  must  necessarily  have 
•been  expected  to  result  from  it,  com- 
mitted a  manifest  act  of  hostile  aggreission 
(though  immediately  directed  against  G. 
Britain)  against  the  rights  of  every  state 
not  engaged  in  the  war,  which,  if  not 
resisted  on  their  part;  musC  unavoidably 
fieprive  them  of  the  privileges  of  a  fair 
•neutrality,  and  must  suspend  the  operation 
of  treaties  formed  for  the  protection  of 
neutral  rights,  thus  fundaTuentally  violated 
in  their  first  and  roost  essential  principles. 
*-The  injury  which  would  be  sustained,  by 
G,  Britain,  if  she  suffered  her  commerce 
with  foreign  nations  to  be  thus  interdicted, 
•whilst  that  of  the  enemy  with  them  should 
remain  unmolested,  is  so  manifest,  that  it 
,  can  require  no  illustration.  It  neyer  could 
have  been  presumed  that  his  majesty 
would  submit  to  such  an  injury,  waiting 
m  patient  acquiescence  till  France  might 
•think  proper  to  attend  to  the  slow  and  fee- 
hle  remonstrances  of  states  not  engaged  in 
the  war,  or  that  he  should  forbear  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  check  the  violence  of 
the.  enemy,  and  to  retort  upon  him  the 
evils  of  his  own  injustice. — Had  his  ma- 
jesty at  once  determined  to  exact  the  full 
measure,  of  vetaliation  to  .which  he  was 
justly  entitkd,  (and  which  nothing  but 
the  most  generous  regard  for  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  neutral  powers  could  have 
induced  him  to  forgo]  let  Denmark  reflect 
upon  the  efifect  \vhich  such  a  determination 
would  have  had  upon  her  commerce,  tak- 
ing into  her  consideration  at  the  same  time, 
the  means  which  G.  Britain  possesses  of 
enforcing  it ;  and  then  let  her  compare  it 
with  the  measure  of  forbearance  and  lenity 
whigh  has  been  adopted — His  ruaj,  woulid 
.unquestionably  have  been  justified  in  isc- 
sorting  tathe  fullest  measures  of  retaliation,  j 


in  consequence  of  this  nnparalleled  aggr< 
sion ;  and  other  povi'vra  would  have 
right  to  complain,'  if  the  king  had  immei 
ately  proceeded  to  declare  all  the  con 
tries  occupied  by  the  enemy  to  be  it 
state  of  blockade,  and  to  prohibit  all  tra 
in  the  produce  of  those  countries ;  for, 
the  French  decree  itself  expresses  it,  t 
law  of  nature  justifies  the  eroployi 
against  the  enemy  the  same  arms  whi 
he  makes  use  of.  If  third  parties  suf 
from  these  measures,  their  demand  of  i 
paration  must  be  made  to  that  count 
which  first  violates  the  established  usa| 
of  war,  and  the  rights  of  neutral  states^ 
The  British  government,  however,  v 
neither  hasty  nor  rigorous  in  its  measur 
His  majesty  waited  nearly  two  months  I 
fore  he  had  recourse  even  to  .the  mitigat 
measure  of  retaliation,  which  a  due  i 
gard  for  the  dignity  of  his  crown  and  t 
interests  of  his  subjects  has  at  len| 
exacted  from  him. — Whether  in  the  me 
time  any  such  steps  were  taken. by  Dc 
mark  as  were  required  by  the  insult  whi 
had  been  ofiered  by  the  enemy  to  her  i 
vereignty  and  independence,  and  the  i 
jury  done  to  her  neutral  rights,  this  £ 
vemment  is  altogether  ignorant.  All  tl 
is  known  here  is,  that  a  formal  commw 
cation  of  the  Decree  of  the  21st  of  Ni 
was  made  by  the  French  ininister  at  1 
court  of  Kiel ;  the  answer  of  the  Dan 
government  has  not  transpired ;  but 
intention  of  resistance  has  appeared  in  a 
public  document,  or  in  any  steps  taken  i 
the  Danish  governm^it :  whilst,  on  t 
other  haiHl,  it  has  observed  a  conduct  i 
apparently  calculated  to  enforce  the  r< 
pect  due  to  the  rights  of  a  neutral  aatit 
nor  in  consistency  with  the  character 
a  power  determined  equally  to  resist  a 
measures  sfifecting  those  rights,  fr< 
whatever  quarter  they  might  proceed. 
The  troops  which  were  stationed  in  H< 
stein,  whilst  lliose  of  the  allies  were  n< 
that  frontier,  have  been  immediate 
withdrawn  on  the  approach  of  the  Fren 
army ;  and.  the  general  intercourse  li 
tween  this  country  and  Husum,  never  i 
fused  in  any  former  war,  has  been  t 
subject  of  continual  complaint  and  r&ac 
strance  on  the  part  of  the  Danish  min 
try. — Having  made  these  preliminary  o 
servations,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ent 
into  a  candid  and  dispassionate  investig 
tion.  of  the  general  nature  and  efiect 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  Jan. 
the  causes  which  produced  iti  and  of  soi 
of  the  principal  objects  which  it  had 
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▼tew.  In  doing  this^  the  undersigned  is 
first  led  to  consider  the  probable  extent  of 
its  operation^- as  it  afleets  the  carrying  and 
direct  trade,  to,  Denmark,  and  of  other 
neutral  Powers;  and  this  will  be  the 
Bfiol*e  necessary  with  regard  to  the  latter 
and  more  important  description  of  com- 
merce, inasD^uch.  as  impedimenta  are  sup- 
posed to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  it  by 
the  Danish  ^miAister,  which  have  no  real 
existence,  and-  which  the  cases  assumed 
by  him  in  his  official  note,  are  very  far 
from  establishing.  From  the  natural,  ob- 
vious, and  equitable  construction  of  the 
instrument  in  question,  it  will  be  seen  that 
these  cases  are  altogether  exempted  from 
its  operation.  For  wherever  it  can  be 
shewn  that  a  Danish- or  other  neutral  ves- 
sel, after  having  delivered  her  outward 
cargo,  or  any  part  of  it,  at  one  of  the  ports 
in  possession  of  France  or  her  allies,  or 
occupied  by  that  powfsr,  shall  honaJidQ 
propose  to  proceed  to  another,  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  shipping  a  cargo,  consist- 
ing of  such  articles  as  siie  may  require  for 
her  homeward  voyage,  it  is  clear  thatsuch 
vessel  would  not  be  considered  in  our 
Courts  of  prize  as  liable  to  the  jpenal  con- 
sequences of  the  ordier.  In  framing  the 
Oitier  in  Council  of  the  7th  Jaimary^ 
his  majesty's  government  has  indeed  stu- 
diously endeavoured  to  avoid  distress- 
ing nations  not  engaged  in  the  .war.  The 
neatoal  is  still  at  liberty  to  carry  his 
own  products  to  a  market  in  hostile  coun- 
tries, to  procure  from  thence  articles  for 
his  own  consumption,  and  to  engage  in 
mercantile  s|)eculations,from  hostile  coun- 
tries to  other  neutral  countries,  or  to  the 
British  islands. — :The  object  of  the  Order 
in  Council  was,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
carrying  oa  his  coasting  trade  through 
the  means  of  neiitral  bottomsy  at  a  time 
when  the  naval  superiority  of  G.  Britain 
precluded  him  from  effecting  it  in  vessels 
navigated  under  his  own  flag,  and  belongs 
ing  to  his  own  subjects.  But  the  trading 
iwOL  hostile  port  to  hostile  port,  at  the 
same-  time  that  it  was  so  beneficial  and 
even  necessary  to  th^  iBAemy^  was-  com- 
pacatively  of  little  benefit  to  the  neutral 
aod-  hardly  entitled  to  the  character  of  neu- 
tral commerce. — ^The  coasting  ti«de  of  tho 
eaeny  in  time  of  peace  is  carried  on  by 
his  own  navigation.  Even  the  other 
Iwanches  oC  trade  refened  to,  viz.  from 
HoUand  to  France*  to  Spain,  and  the  kofr- 
tile  pooto  io  the  Mediterranean,  in  time 
of  peace,  chiefly  pass'  by  the  pavigation 
aftbosecanntrieareapecti'nri^ — ^Itia*  prin- 


cipally from  the  success  of  the  British 
maritime  force,  which  has  almost  annihi- 
lated the  navigation  of  the  enemy,  that  the 
ships  of  Denmark  and  other  neutral  states 
are  employed  as  canriers  from,  hostile 
port  to  hostile  port,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
enemy  from  his  distress ;  and  it  is  noto- 
rious that  the  trade  thus  carried  on,  is  sup- 
ported by  the  shameful  misconduct  of  neu- 
tral merchants,  who  lend  their  names  for 
a  small  per  centslge,  not  only  to  cover  the 
goods,  but  in  numberless  instances  to  mask; 
the  ships  of  the  enemy. — ^The  Danish  mi- 
nister, in  his  note,  seems,  indeed,  so  intent 
upon  asserting  neutral  rights,  as  apparent- 
ly to  forget  that' there  Jso  exist  corres- 
ponding neutral  duties. — ^Neutrality,  pro- 
perly considered,  does  not  consist  in  tak-^ 
ing  advantage  of  eyery  situation-,  be- 
tween-belligerent  states,  by  which  emo- 
lument may  accrue  to  the  neutral,  what- 
ever may  be  the  consequences  to  either 
belligerent  party;  but  in  observing  a 
strict  and  honest  impartiality,  so  as  not 
to  aflbrd  advantage  in  the  war  to  either ; 
and  particularly  in  so  far  restraining  its 
trade  to  the  accustomed  course  which  it 
held  in  time  of  peace,  as  not  to  render 
assistance  to  one  belligerent  in  escaping 
the  effect  of  the  other^s  hostilities.  The 
duty  ofaneuti*al  is — '' non  interponere  se 
hello,  nbn  hoste  imminente  hostem  eri- 
pere  '^'*  abd  yet  it  is  manifest,  that  lending 
a  neutral  navigation  to  carry  oa  the  coast- 
ing trade  of  the  enemy,  is  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  this  definition  of  neutral  ob- 
ligations, as  it  is>  in  eflect,  to  rescue  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy  from  the  distress  te 
which  it  is  reduced  by  the  superiority  of 
the  British  navy,  to  assist-  his  resources, 
and  to  prevent  G.  Britain  from  bringing 
him  to  reasonable  terms  of  peace. — ^To  put 
a  stop  therefore  to  this  species  of  trade,  is 
a  measure  which  might  easily  have  been 
justified  without  reference  to  the  late  con- 
duct of  France  ;  and  even  if  the  Danish 
navigation  were  likely  to  suffer  sohie  in- 
convenience from  it,  there  would  not  exist 
any  just  ground  of  complaint :  but  when  it 
'  is  the  only  step  in  the  way  of  retaliation 
which  has  hitherto  been  adopted  on  the 
part  of  the  British  governinent,  his  ma- 
jesty's forbearance  and  magnanimity  must 
appear  eminently  conspicuous. — If,  after 
all,  the  probable  consequences  of  this  mear 
sure  are  contempla:ted  witl|  any  degree  of 
temper,  they,  will  appear  rather  likely  to 
prove  beneficial  than  othej^ise  to  the. 
banish  nation.  The  products  of  the  hos- 
tile countries  will  of  necessity^find  their 
S  D  2 
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way  into  Neutral  countries,  .not  only  for 
consumption  but  for  re-exportation :  l>en- 
mark  will  then  become  a  great  entrepot ; 
her  navigation  will  not  have  the  less  em* 
ployment  ;  the  real  .bona  fide  commerce 
of  her  subjects  will  be  extended j  and  her 
revenue  at  the  same  time  will  be  consi- 
derably beneiited. — ^The  enemy,  it  is  true, 
will  suffer  by  the  enhanced  price  which  he 
must  pay  for  the  articles  which  he  imports, 
when  obtained  in  this  circuitous  mod^, 
«nd  by  the  reduced  price  at  which  he  will 
b^  obliged  to  dispose  of  his  exports,  as 
well  as  by  the  increased  difficlilty  of  co- 
vering his  commerce  under  a  neutral  flag. 
But  it  is  presumed  that  these  considera- 
tions cannot  furnish  any  just  cause  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  Denmark,  the 
real  trade  of  which  country  will,  in  all 
probabifity,  be  eventually  rather  benefited 
than  exposed  to  any  injury  from  the  mea- 
sure in  question. — Upon  the  whole,  the 
undersigned  is  instructed  to  declare  to  ]V1. 
Rist,  that  his  majesty  cannot  be  induced 
'  to  revoke  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th 
Jan,  till  France  shall  not  only  hare  de- 
sisted from  acting  on  the  Decree  of  the 
21^t  Nov.  but  shall  have  publicly  and  for- 
mally repealed  it.  Should  Denmark  ad- 
here to  the  resolution  she  has  expressed, 
of  resisting  the  unjust  pretensions  of  the 
enemy,  and  manifest  a  sincere  disposition 
to  maintain  a  real  and  honourable  neu- 
trality, it  is  very  far.  from  his  majesty's 
wish  or  intention  to  depi'ivc  her  of  any  of 
the  ad  vantages  which  fairly  belong  to  that 
relation  ;  but  if  unfortunately  it  shall 
appear  that  this  neutrality  consists*  in  mere 
assertion,  and  displays  itself  only  in  remon- 
strances 6n  her  part,  against  tuchnrneasures 
as  his  majesty  is  justly  authorized  to 
adopt,  in  support  of*  the  dignity  of  his 
crown,  and  the  interests  of  his  subjects, 
and  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  most  com- 
plete and  unqualified  acquiescence  in 
every  demand  which  the  enemy  may 
think  proper  to  advance,  *  the  king  would 
consider  himself  as  wanting  in  the  regard 
which  he  owes  to  his  oVn  honour  and  the 
welfare  of  his  dominions,  were  he  to  omit 
taking,  on^  his  part,  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  to  secure  both,  against  the 
injury  which  must  necessarily  arise  from 
a  continuance  of  such  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Danish  government.    Howick. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February  9. 
[Petition  against  the  Curates  Sus- 
pension Bepeal'  Bill.]     Mr.  WMtbread 


.—Curdta  Stt^tauum  Repeal  BUi.         [405 

presentetjf  a  Petition  from  the  rev.  James 
Scott,  rector  of  Brampton  Bryan,  in  the 
county  of  Uerelbrd;  taking  notice  of 
the  ingrossed  bill  Irom  the  lords,  intituled. 
An  At  t  for  repealing  an  Act  roadc^  in  the 
47th  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  '  An 
'  Act  for  suspending  the  operation  of  an 
'  act  of  the  36th  of  bis  present  majesty  for 
*  the  further  support  and  maintenance  of 
'  Curates  within  the  Church  of  England, 
*.  and  for  otherpurposes  in  the  said  act  men- 
'  tipned,  so  far  a»  relates  to  the  avoidance 
'  of  Benefices  by  the  Incumbents  thereof 
'  having  accepted  augmented  Curacies  ;' 
and  setting  forth,  '<  that  if  the  «ame  should 
pass  into  a  law,  it  will  operate  in  a  man- 
ner extremely  injurious  to  the  petitioner, 
whose  title  to  the  rectory  of  Brampton 
Bryan  aforesaid  cannot  be  disputed,  aj 
long  as  the  said  act  of  the  47  th  of  his  pre- 
sent majesty  shall  continue  to  be  the  law  ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  was  presented  and 
duly  instituted  to  the  Rectory  of  Bramp- 
ton Bryan  aforesaid  in  1801  ^  and  in  1805 
he  was  nominated  to  the  perpetual  curacy 
of  Titley,  in  the  county  aforesaid ;  and 
that  in  1 806,  the  petitioner  was  appointed 
chaplain  to  his  majesty's  ship  Lion,  which 
by  the  Residence  Act  is  a  legal  cause  of 
absence  ;  and  the  petitioner  went  in  the 
said  ship  to  China ;  and  that  at  the'  time  of 
the  petitioner's  accepting  the  perpetual 
curacy  aforesaid,  he  was  in  total  ignorance 
of  a  section  in  an  act  of  36  Geo.  3.  com- 
monly ca\led  the  Curates  Act,  which 
makes  a  former  Benefice  voidable  by  the 
subsequent  acceptance  of  a  perpetual  cu- 
racy augmented  by  Clueen  Anne  s  Bounty; 
and  that,  if  the  petitioner  had  been  in  the 
least  aware  of  the  said  clause,  he  would 
have  applied  for  a  dispensation  te  hold 
two  benefices,  he  being  a  batchelor  of  laws 
of  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  as  such 
in  a  situation  to  obtain  such  dispensatiqi^ ; 
and,  that,  during  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, and  whilst  the  petitioner  was  absent 
in  China  as  aforesaid,  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  confirming  clergymen  who  had 
acted  in  ignorance  of  the  aforesaid  clause 
in  possesion  of  their  former  Benefices,  v^as, 
from  the  very  commencement  of  th^  said 
session  in  the  Hands  of  several  members  of 
both  houses  of  parliament,  of  some  of  the 
most  eminent  lawyers  at  the  bar,  and  of 
many  respectable  clergymen ;  and  that 
several  weeks  after  the  said  bill  had  been 
in  such  extensive  discussion,  liamely  on 
the  27th  of  July  1807,  the  pation  of  the 
said  rectory  of  Brampton  Bryan  presented 
another  gentleman  uereto;  and  that,  by 
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the  said  act  of  the  47th  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, it  was  enacted,  that  all  persons  who, 
upon  or  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of 
the  said  last  session  of  parliament,  were  or 
had  been  the  lawful  incumbent  of  any  be- 
nefice, should,  notwithstanding  they  have 
er  had  accepted  any  such  augmented 
cures,  remain  and.be  the  incumbents  of 
such  benefices  until  the  fortieth  day  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament ;  and  that  the 
petitioner  was  on  the  said  first  day  of  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  the  lawful  in- 
cumbent of  the  said  rectory  of  Brampton 
Bryart,  and  was  nominated  to  .  the  said 
curacy  n«w  above  3  years  ago,  and  ac- 
cepted the  same,  with  the  perfect  appro- 
bation of  the  said  patron  of  Brampton 
Bryan,  who  immediately  upon  thepetition- 
cr's  acceptance  of  the  said  curacy,  be- 
came the  petitioner's  tenant  of  certain 
tythes  belonging  to  the  said  curacy,  and 
has  so  continued  to  the  present  time ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  the  said  bill  may 
not  pass  into  a  law,  or  that  the  petitioner 
may  have  such  other  relief  in  the  premises 
as  to  the  house  shall  seem  meet/' — ^The 
Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[Droits  of  Admiralty.]  Sir  F,  Bur- 
dett,  seeing  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
ouer  in  his  place,  wished  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  him,  in  *ordei*  that  he  might  be 
satisfied,  upon  atlthority,  of  the  truth  of 
certain  rumours  which  were  in  circulation. 
It  had  been  stated  in  the  public  prints, 
that  his  majesty  had  granted  large  sums, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  property  belonginz 
to  nations  not  at  war  with  this  country, 
to  several  branches  of  the  royal  family, 
and  particularly  to  the  duke  of  York. 
What  he  wished  to  know  was,  whether 
this  statement  was  correct;  and  if  so, 
npon  what  ground  it  was  that  his  majesty 
could  seize  the  property  of  nations  not  at 
war  with  thi«  country  ? 

^\iG  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  yr^  wil- 
ling to  give  the  hon,  baronet  every  infor- 
mation he  required  on  the  subject.  But 
first  he  must  ^^pprise  the  hon.  baronet  of  a 
misapprehension  which  he  seemed  to  la- 
bour under,  with  respect  to  the  principle 
upon  which  his  majesty^s  right  to  the  pro- 
perty in  question  was  founded.  It  was' 
true  that  the  property  had  been  seized 
previous  to  bis  majesty's  formal  declara- 
tion of  war,  but  war  had  since  been  de- 
clared, and  the  question  respecting  the 
property  had  been  referred  to  the  com- 
petent tribunal  and  condemned.  The  right 
ef  his  majesty,  therefore,  grounded  upon 
•ttch  a  decision^  was  incontrovertible.    It 


was  true  that  his.  majesty  had  granted  a 
certain  sum  out  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
properly  to  each  of  the  junior  male 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  the 
duke  of  York  amongst  the  rest. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  thanked  the  right  hon. 
gent,  for  the  frankness  of  his  answer,  and 
intimated  his  intention  to  bring  the  subject 
before  parliament  on  a  future  day. 

[Conduct  of  Marquis  Wellbsl«y,J 
Lord  Folkestone  moved.  That  the  several 
Papers  presented  to  the  house  in  January, 
Feb.  March,  June  and  July,  1 806,  and  in 
Feb.  1807,  relative  to  the  Alikirs  of  the 
Province  of  Oude,  be  taken  into  cpnsSler* 
ation  on  Monday  the  22d  inst. 

Mr.  Creeoeif  took  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing his  opinion,  that  the  best  mode 
of  proceeding  would  not  be  that  which 
the  noble  lord  had  stated^  but  that  it 
would  be  better  to  refer  the  papers  to  a 
committee,  to  arrange  and  make  their  re- 
port. The  papers  already  printed  were 
so  voluminous,  that  it  was  difficult  indeed 
for  the  house  to  understand  the  subject, 
unless  the  necessary  papers  were  selected 
in  this  manner.  The  subject  was  very  , 
comprehensive,  extending  to  the  whole 
system  of  policy  in  India  for  a  consider- 
able time.  It  would  be  recoUefcted,  that 
with  respect  to  the  policy  of  the  marquis 
Wellesley's  government,  the  East  India 
directors  had,  with  an  unanimity  unpre- 
cedented against  the  opinion  ot  govern- 
ment, decided  by  a  majority  of  23  di- 
rectors out  of  24,  agahist  the  noble  mar- 
quis. When  government  afterwards  sent 
marquis  Cornwallis  to  succeed  him,  they 
evidently  disapproved  of  his  administra- 
tion. He  thought  it  was  necessary  that 
the  dispatches  of  marquis  Cornwallis,  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  his 
predecessor,  should  be  before  the  house. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  thought  it  was  unusual 
to  interfere  with  any  hon.  member  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  might  think  proper, 
to  bring  forward  any  business  before  that 
house.  When  the  noble  lord  should  bring 
forward  his  Resolutions,  that  would  be  the 
proper  time  for  offering  such  observations 
as  occurred  to  any  hon.  gent,  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  appeared  to  him,  that  as  those 
papers  had  been  already  nearly  four  yean 
before  the  house,  it  would  be  the  best  way 
to  proceed  to  a  vot6  upon  th6se  papqrs. 
The  general  policy  of  the  system  of  go- 
;vemment  in  India  would  be  brought  be- 
fore the  discussion  of  the  house  in  another 


Sir  A.  WcUesUymA,  that  it  had  alirayi 
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been  his  wish,  and  that  of  all  the  frienda 
of  the  noble  inarquis,  that  the  house  should 
come  to  a  decision  with  as  much  speed  as 
was  consistent  with  due  consideration. 
His  noble  relation  was  in  a  most  un- 
pleasant situation.  Four  years  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  subject  was  first  Intro-* 
duced,  and  it  was  nearly  two  years  since  the 
noble  lord  had  moved  for  papers.  It  must 
be  painful  to  the  feelings  of  any  individuai 
to  haTe  such  charges  hanging  over  his 
head  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time ;  and 
the  consequence  which  he  thought  would 
be  likely  to  proceed  from  appointing  a 
committee  would  be,  that  the  house  would 
be  four  years  longer  before  it  came  to  a 
decision. 

Mr.  LushingtmohseTYei,  that  the  right 
Hon.  general  was  under  a  mistake,  in  say- 
ing the  business  had  been  four  years  be- 
fore the  house,  as  it  had  been  introduced 
in  May,  1806. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  admitted,  that  he  had 
not  been  exactly  correct,  but  the  hon. 
meraiber  was  less  so ;  for  instead  •f  May, 
1806,  it  was  May,  1805. 

Earl  Temple  s^id,  he  felt  still  the  anxiety 
tl\^t  he  had  always  expressed,  that  this 
business  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
Tote.  He  thought  it  injustice  to  the  feel- 
ings of  any  individual  to  have  such  charges 
hanging  over  his  head  for  a  great  length 
of  time ;  and  therefore  he  wished  that  the 
question  should  be  put  to  rest,  and  that 
lord  Wellesley's  character  should  be  set- 
tled one  way  or  the  other.  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  he  formerly  pressed  anx- 
iously Tor  a  decision,  but  was  at  that  time 
<  opposed  by  the  friends  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  • 

Mr.  Windham  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  best  way  of  understanding  the 
whole  of  the  subject,  was  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee,  to  select  out  of  the  volumin- 
^  ous  papers  Vhich  had  been  printed,  those 
,which  were  most  necessary  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house. 

Mr.  Welled^  Pole  expressed  smpe  sur- 
prise, that  gentlemen  opposite  ^uld  now 
propose  to  go  into  a  committee  upcrn  this 
subject,  as  if  the  tepie  never  had  been 
before  the  house :  was  it  fargotten  that  it 
h«hd  been  in  discussion  repeatedhr,  ever 
since  1805  ?.He  heartily  apprevedof  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  noble  lordy  and 
concurred  in  his  motion  for  the  papers  he 
had  moved  for ;  but  he  was  averse  to  tha 
mode  of  proceeding  by  a  CMyMBittee. 

Lbrd  A.  BamiUcn  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
«eiiimittee. 


liord  Folhatone  lamented  the  unfortunate 
predicament  in  which  he  stood,  in  having 
those  only  to  approve  of  his  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding who,  he  knew,  were  against  him 
on  the  merits,  while,  again,  those  who  were 
with  him  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  ob- 
jected to  his  mode  of  bringing  it  forward. 
He  must,  however,  adhere  to  the  mode  he 
had  laid  down  for  himself* — ^The  motion 
was  then  pu^  and  carried. 

Mr.  Creevof,  with  a  view  to  the  general 
discussion  of  the.  afiairs  of  India,  knoved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  copies 
of  all  letters  sent  by  the  late  marquis 
Comwallis  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  subpequent  to  his  arri* 
val  in  India  in  1805.  Tnese  letters  con- 
tained the  opinion  of  the  noble  marquis  on 
every  prominent  part  of  the  admitoistra- 
tion  of  our  Indian  empire,  a^d  the  infor- 
mation they  would  give  would  be  most 
important  in  directing  the  judgment  of 
the  house  on  a  subject-  that  every  day 
called  more  loudly  for  a  general  and  par^ 
ticular  investigation.    .. 

Mr.  JR.  Dmdas  consented  to  the  pro* 
duction  of  all  the  letters  but  the  last,  which 
was  not  signed  by  the  marquis,  and  firmn 
that  and  some  other  deficiencies,  snch  as 
want  of  date^  unfilled  blanks,  &c.  could 
not  be  considered  as  a  fit  document  to  be 
laid  before  parliament.  •  The  committee 
which  he  meant  to  move  for  shortly,  was 
merely  to  consider  the  Financial  A£^ra 
of  the  East  India  Company .-^-AfUr  some  • 
conversatioti,  it  was  agrieed  that  the  Papers 
should  be  produced,  with  the  exception 
of  the  unfinished  letter. 

Mr.  Creev&f  then  gave  notice,  that  as  the 
right  hon.  gent,  meant  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  house  to  the  Financial  affairs 
of  the  East  India  Compuiy  only,  he  would, 
move  for  a  general  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  our  Indian  empire,  territorial  and  poliv 
tical. 


'   HOVSE   OP  COMMONS. 

Wednesdiof,  February  10. 

[Deoits  07  Admibaltt.]  Sir  F.  Burden 
rose  to  move  fov  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
praying  liiai  he  would  be  gvaciousfy 
pleased  ta  erder  that  there  be  laid  befora 
the  house  an  account  of  all  captures  made 
at  sea,  which  remained  ai  the  disposal  ol 
the.  crowBr  iirom  the  commencement  of  the 
late  wax  in  119Q,  to  the  present  time,  toge- 
thierwibhan  s^omit  of  the  produce  of 
the  same>  and  the  n^mner  in  wuich  it  had 
been  disposed  of. 
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The  ChamxUoT  qf  the  Exchi^quer  nirished 
Ihe  hon*.  baronet  to  give  a  notice  rather 
than,  to  make  his  motion  new.  This  was 
more  consonant  to  the  practice  of  the 
house  The  motion  would  famish  an  op- 
portunity, for  discussing,  the  doctrines  that 
were  afloat  on  thii^  subject.  A  notice  was 
the  best  mode  of  proceeding,  as  it  would 
cause  the  persons  concerned  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  matter,  and  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  motion  could,,  with  propriety, 
be  complied  with.  If  the.  hon.  baronet 
woi^ild  give  a  notice,  he  would  com^  pre- 
pared either  to  aid  in  forming  the  motion 
m  the  most  convenient  shape,  or  to  give' 
reasons  why  it  should  not  pass. 

Sir  JF*.  Burdett  had  no  difficulty  in  con- 
sulting the  convenience  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  by  giving  the  notice  for  to-morrow. 

[Curates  Suspension  Repeal  Bill.] 
Mf.  Dickauon  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  fi>r 
the  repeal  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
suspending  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
afiecting  persons  accepting  augmented 
Curacies.  He  stated,  that  the  penalty  of 
forfeiture  attached  by  law  to  persons  .not 
resident  accepting  augmented  curacies,  if 
these  persons  were  not  resident  or  had  no 
dispensation.  The  case  of  Mr.  Scott, 
which  was  the  sole  one  on  which  the  Sus* 
pension  act  of  last  session  was  grounded, 
was  exactly  under  the  circumstances  that 
worked  this  forfeiture.  It  was  not  enough 
that  Mr.  Scott  pleaded  ignorance  of  the 
law.  That  ignorance  was  no  excuse  for 
the  breach  of  the  law,  was  one  of  the  fun- 
damental maxims  of  British  justice.  Mr. 
SoQtt,  holding  the  rectory  of  Brampton 
Brjran,  had  accepted  the  augmented  cu- 
racy of  Titley ;  and  his  rectory  being 
thereby  forfeited,  the  patron  had  granted 
it  to  Mr.  Graham,  who  had  been  inducted 
with  all  the  proper  forms.  Mr.  Graham 
had  given  notice  not  to  pay  tithes  under 
the  act  of  last  session.  That  act  had  pas- 
sed by  surprise. 

Mr.  Lockhart  defended  the  Suspension 
act  of  the  last  session,  which  was  brought 
forward,  not  from  reference  to  any  private 
case,  but  from*  a  regard  to  the  general  state 
of  the  clergy,  whoae  titles  were  very  ge- 
nerally threafteaed  by  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  m^uardedly  incurred  under  the 
act  of  1796.  That  act  had  received  in  its 
last  staae  a  clause  and  a  title,  which  en- 
tirely i^ianged  its  effect,  without  giving 
saffidentnottee  to  ihose  interested.  These 
curacies  bad  always  b^ve  been  consider^ 
•d  as  tenable,  with  beneficesy  aod^the  act 


of  that  date  confirmed  all  tenures  of  that 
nature  then  existing.  The  subsequent  for- 
feiture was  not  sufficiently  published,  and 
remained  unknowp  and  unnoticed  till 
now  brought  forth  to  inflict  unreasofiabl^ 
hardship.  Mr^  Scottmight  have  obtained 
a  dispensation  if  he  had  had  notice.  But 
the  case  was  not  Mr.  Scott's  alone,  othert 
had  equally  suffered ;  and  the  hardship 
would  oe  general  if  parliament  did  not  in- 
terferje.  It  was  certainly  but  little  to  ask, 
that  the  short  period  of  the  Suspension  act 
which  was  to  run,  should  be  allowed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  means  of  remedy- 
ing a  grievance  of  so  serious  a.  pature. 

Mr.  laushvagton  argued  against  the  Sus* 
pension  act  on  all  the  form^er  grounds, 
and  contended,  that  it  would  be  an  unwar« 
rantable  exercise  of  the  power  of  parlia-. 
ment.to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
patron  (lord  Oxford)  to  whom  the  rectory 
lapsed  by  the  default  of  Mr.  Scott,  and 
Mr.  Graham,  who  legally  enjoyed  it  under 
the  presentation  of  that  patron^  confirmed 
by  all  due  forms. 

Mr.  WhkbreadAmi^^  that  the  Suspension 
act  of  last  session,  had  been,  passed  by 
surprise.  That  was  impossible  while  the 
chair  was  filled  as  it  was  now.  Was  it 
possible  that  it  could. have  passed  the 
bench  of.  bishops  also,  in  the  upper  house, 
by  surprise.  The  hon.  gent,  then  went 
over  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Scott's 
case,  which  he  contended  called  for  relief 
from,  parliament,  and  for.  the  continuance  ' 
of  the  Suspension  bill,  the  means  of  that 
relief  could  be  prepared  and  considered. 

Dr.  Laurence  argued  for  the  repeal.  He 
repeated  that  the  Suspension  bill  had  passed 
tl^  house  in  a  great  hurry  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session.  He  had  made  some  ob- 
jections to  it,  on  first  discovering  it  by 
accident  in  its  passage;  but  before  ho 
could  be  prepared  to  deliver  his  senti 
ments  properly  it  was  gone  tp  the  lords. 

Mx.  Skeridm  finding  the  bill  before  the 
house,  regarded  it  as  a  sort  of  reprimand 
firpm  the  lords,  and  a  sort  of  episcopal 
repai'tee  from  the  ^bidhop^,  .for  having 
passed  the  Suspension  act,  and  thought 
the  house  ought  'to  receive  it  somewhai 
indignantly.  If  the  bishops  and  the  lords 
wished  to  stultify  the  house  by  making  i^ 
indecorously  undo  its  own  act,  the  house 
ought  not  to  shew 'any  desijre  to  mako 
itself  a  party  to  that  stultifiijation.  .But  it 
happened  alsb,  that  the  lords  and  the 
bishops  could  not  stuUifv"  the  house  of 
commons,  without  stultify tng  themselves, 
who  had  joined  in  .'the  Siispeasioar.     H% 
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entered  into  the  circumstances  of  Mr. 
Scott's  case>  and  insisted  on  the  propriety 
of  continuing  the  Suspension^  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  devising  some  relief.  The 
case  was  genc^l>  and  one  noble  lord  had 
declared,  that  if  he  chose  to  act  on  the 
same  principle,  he  could  vacate  upwards  of 
200  livine^s. 

The  Chancellor  qf  tlie  Exchequer  thought 
that  parliament  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  discretion  of  the  patron  of  the 
rectory  of  Brampton  Bryan,  even  though 
he  should  exercise  his  right  in  a  manner 
that  might  not  be  agreeable  to  many.  But 
it  was  not  the  right  of  lord  Oxford  and 
Mr.  Scott  alone^  but  the  right  of  jNIr. 
Graham,  the  present  incumbent  also,  that 
was  to  be  considered  in  this  case.  What 
appeared  to  be  hardship  in  the  exercise  of 
discretionary  right,  would  often  appear  to 
be  no  hardship,  if  it  were  necessary  or  con- 
venient to  give  the  grounds  of  the  exer- 
cise of  discretionary  and  absolute  right. 
The  lords  by  passingthis  bill  acknowledged 
their  share  ot  the  error  in  passuig  the  Sus- 
pension act,  and  called  upon  this  house 
for  a  like  recantation.  He  should  vote 
for  the .  repeal. — ^The  bill  was  then  read  a 
second  time. 

-  [Arrangement  with  the  Bank.]  Mr. 
Huskisson  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
going  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  Y^hich  the  Correspondence  between  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Go- 
'  vernor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
relative  to  the  late  Arrangement  between 
the  Bank  and  the  public,  was  to  be  refer- 
red,    (see  p.  282.) 

.  Lord  H.  Petty  wished  for  some  expla- 
nation on,a  point  which  was  not  sufficient- 
ly clear  upon  the  face  of  the  Papers  before 
the  house.  The  Resolution  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  on  which  the  resolution  of  the 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England  was 
founded,  agreed  to  lend  to  the  public 
3,000,000/.  without  interest,  during  the 
war,  on  condition  that  the  balances  of  the 
public  money  should  be  continued  in  tbe 
Bank  in  the  usual  manner,  though  they 
should  even  exceed  10,000,000/.  He 
wished  to  know,  whether  this  condition 
tiad  been  acceded  to.  The  answer  to  the 
letter  in  which  the  condition  was  specified, 
stated  that  it  was  not  intended  to  alter  the 
Course  of  proceedings  between  the  Bank 
and  the  Exchequer,  or  to  take  from  the 
Bank  any  advantage  that  it  now  enjoyed 
by  lam  He  wished  to  know,  whether  by 
this  it  was  meant  thai  the  government  ac- 
H^d  fuIljT  tP  tbt  cfnditioDi  proposed  by 


the  Bank.  In  another  leUer  it  was  stated, 
that  the  arrangement  now  entered  into 
would  not  preclude  a  difierent  appropria- 
tion of  the  balances  above  10,000,000/. 
and  a  discretion  was  reserved  to  parlia- 
ment to  that  effect.  These  statements 
were  not  easily  reconcileable,  and  there- 
fore he  wished  for  some  explanations  with 
a  view  to  a  right  understanding. 

llic  C/utnceuor  qftbe  ExchetfUtr  said,  the 
noble  lord  would  find  that  what  had  pass- 
ed between  him  and  the  Bank  was  all  re- 
capitulated in  the  note  of  the  19th  Jan.  (p. 
250.)  The  words  on  the  particular  point 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  were,  that  the 
Bank  shoulc),  on  the  5th  of  April  next, 
advance  3,000,000/.  for  the  public  service, 
free  of  interest,  the  principal  to  be  secured 
by  exchequer  bills,  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Bank,  payable  in  si?t  months  after  a  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace.  It  was  certainly 
not  intended  that  any  part  of  the  advan- 
tages the  Banknow'enjoyed  by  law,  should 
be  withdrawn  during  the  present  wac  nor 
that  any  alteration  should  be  made  in  the 
general  course  of  proceedings  between  the 
Bank  and  the  Exchequer.  But  it  was  pos- 
sible, that  some  reduction  might  be  made 
in  the  an^ouut  of  balances,  by  other  ar- 
rangements pointed  out.  by  the  committee 
of  Finance,  without  violatmg  thetenour  of 
the  agreement  now  made  between  the 
Bank  and  the  public.  The  principal  point 
on  which  this  part  of  the  subject  turned, 
was  a  direct  application  of  some  monies 
from  the  exchequer  itself  to  the  •  public 
service.^  This,  though  withholding  the 
money,  pro  tanto,  from  ttie  Bank,  would 
not  alter  the  course  of  proceedings  be- 
tween the  Exchequer  and  the  Bank — The 
house  having  resolved  itself  into  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  ExcJiequer  rose 
again.  He  had  the  satisfaction,  he  said, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
an  Arrangement,  w^hich  it  had  Jbeen  his 
good  fortune  to  make,  under  circumstances 
so  advantageous  to  the  public,  and  at  the 
same  time  so  fair  towards  the  Bank,  thaC 
he  was  confident  on  explaining  them  to 
the  committee  he  should  have  its  full  ap- 
probation. The  Papers  before  the  com- 
mittee contained  the  details  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  him  and '  the  gover- 
nor and  deputy  goyernor  of  the  Bank. 
It  was  therefore  only  necessary  for  hint  to 
state  the .  origin  and  conclusion  of  the 
arrangement  which  he  had  now  to  submit. 
The  committee  would  be  aware,  that  this 
arrangement  was  first  suggested  by  th» 
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Committee  appointed  last  year,  to  enquire 
into  the  means  of  reducing  the  public  ex- 
penditure. The  Second  Report  ot*  that 
Committee  turned  upon  the  management 
of  the  public  debt  by  the  bank,  and  the 
manner  iu  which  the  bank  was  connected 
with  the  public  revenue  and  the  public 
expenditure.*  This  subject  resolved  it- 
,self  into  three  heads;  1st,  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Public  Debt;  2dly,  tile  Ba- 
lances of  the  Public  Money  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank;  and  3dly,  the  Unclaimed 
Dividends.  On  ail  these  heads  the  com- 
mittee had  presented  such  facts  as  aftbrd- 
ed  opportunities  of  considering  how,  those 
matters  might  be  conducted  with  a  saving 
to  the  public.  The  allowance  that  had 
been  first  made  for  the  management  of 
the  public  debt,  the  times  and  degrees  in 
which  that  allowance  had  been  altered, 
and  the  causes  of  the  alteration,  were  all 
specified.  The  great  increase  of  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt  since  the  last 
alteration,  was  mentioned  as  a  proper 
ground  for  revising  the  last  arrangement, 
with  a  view  to  a  saving  to  the  public.  On 
this  point  the  agreement  between  the  bank 
and  himself  rested.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  allowance  for  management  should  be 
340/.  per  million  when  the  debt  should 
amount  to  400  millions,  and  from  that  to 
600  millions  inclusive  ;  300/.  per  million 
for  all  debt  above  600  millions,  the  600 
millions  continuing  at  340/.  ;  and  450/. 
per  million  between  300  and  400  millions, 
in  the  event  of  the  public  debt  being  redu- 
ced so  low  as  that  amount.  Under  this 
head  alone  the  saving  to  the  public  by  the 
present  arrangement  would  be  from  62  to 
65,000/-  a  year.  He  trusted  the  commit- 
tee would  see  the  propriety  of  the  arrange- 
ment on  this  head ;  and  as  from  a  bare 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  public  debt 
at  the  present  time,  better  terms  of  ma- 
nagement might  be  expected  by  some,  he 
wished  gentlemen  to  bear  in  mind  the  dif- 
ferent engagements  and  contracts  with  the 
bank  prior  to  this,  which  could  not  possi- 
bly be  got  rid  of  without  the  consent  of 
the  bank  to  a  new  arrangement.  In  1791, 
an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  for 
the  management  of  all  the  public  debt  at 
450/.  per  million,  and  neither  the  public, 
nor  the  house  of  commons,  would  be  dis- 
posed to  force  a  supposed  advantage  by 
bringing  down  the  bank  from  the  rate  of 
this  contract,  othei'wise  than  by  its  own 
free  will.    T^e  appearance  of  a  breach  of 


*  See  vol.  ix.  Appendix^  p.  Ixxxyii. 
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faith  in  such  compulsory  reductioil,  would 
be  an  injury  to  the  public  far  more  than « 
sufficient  to  outAveigh  the  benefit  by  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  management. 
■Whatever  allowance  the  bank  was  enti- 
tled to  under  any  act  of  parliament,  could 
not  be  taken  from  it,  otherwise  than  by 
the  consent  o^  its  own  body.  The  consent 
was  given  in  this  case,  with  as  large  aii 
abatement  as  could  be  expected  under 
the  consideration  of  all  circumstances. 
The  next  head  of  the  arrangement,  was 
the  advance  of  3,000,000/.  by  way  of  loan 
to  government  without  interest,  till  six 
months  after  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive 
treaty,  in  consideration  of  the  advantages 
of  management,  and  in  participation  of  the 
benefit  of  the  balances.  The  Committee, 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  being  ena- 
bled to  bring  this  subject  distinctly  before 
the  bank  and  the  house,  had  stated  tbat 
the  average  amount  of  balances  of  the 
public  money  in  the  bank  was  about 
11,104,919/.  But  the  committee  was  in 
error  in  including  in  this  475,000/.  part  of 
600,000/.  placed  in  the  bank,  in  virtue  of 
an  arrangement  with  the  United  States  of 
America.  Though  the  claimants  on  this 
fund  might  not  have  been  as  prompt  in 
coming  forwai'd  with  demands  as  before, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  trustees  to  vest 
the  money  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  claimants,  whenever  they  should 
come  forward.  The  fair  sum  at  which 
the  amount  of  balances  might  be  taken 
was  about  10,600,000/.  or  10,500,000/. 
From  the  economic  attention  that  had  of 
late  been  put  in  force,  these  balances 
would  not  ri^e  above  10,000,000/.  from 
year  to  year  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  The  committee  that  had  sug- 
gested these  improvements  that  were  now 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  had  shewn  one 
principle  on  which  advantage  may  be  rea- 
sonably claimed  tot  the  public.  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  his  arrangement  with  the  bank,- had  as- 
serted the  right  of  the  public  to  partici- 
pate in  the' advantages  derived  by  the 
bank  from  the  management  and  balances; 
and  that  whether  this  participation  should 
be  in  the  proportion  of  one-third,  one- 
fourth,  or  one -half,  it  would  be  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  public.  This  shewed 
that  not  more  than  a  participation  was 
intended,  and  therefore,  as  the  proportion 
of  one-third,  being  the  middle  rate,  was 
what  was  most  looked  to,  and  probably 
considered  as  most  equitable,  that  propor- 
tion was  agreed  to.  Calculating  that  pro- 
portion of  advantage,  he  would  now  state 
2E 
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how    it    operated    upon    a    balance    of 
10,000,000/.      By  the  former  advance  of 
3,000,000/.,  at  3  per  cent,  when  the  legal 
interest  was  5  per  cent,  the  public  gained 
an  advantage  of  60,000/.  a  year,  which* 
was  equivalent  to  a  capital  ot  1,200,000/. 
which  ^as  to  be  computed  towards  the 
amount  of  the  total .  benefits  realized  at 
present.     In  addition  to  that  ought  to  be 
taken  also  the  amount  of  balances  then  in 
contemplation,  according  to  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton's evidence,   which    was    2,500,000/. 
Uhh  amount  of  balances  was  to'be  deduct- 
ed from  10,000,000/.  ahd  left  7,500,000/., 
which  was  .the  amount  upon  which  the 
present  arrangement  was  tabe  calculated. 
The  arrangement  now  entered  into,  gave 
to  the  public,  besides  the  500,000/.  of  un- 
claimed-dividends, one-half  of  the  redu- 
ced balance  after  the  arrangements  made 
by  Mr.  Pitt.    Then  there  was  to  be  added 
the  1,200,000/.  in  consequence  of  the  ar- 
rangement entered  into  by  the  noble  lord 
c^posite,  which   made  the  advantage  to 
the  public  considerably  more  than  a  moiety 
of  the  benefit  derived  by  the  bank.    If 
some  would  say  that  the  2,500,000/.  ar- 
ranged for  by  Mr.  Pitt,  according  to  Mr. 
Thornton's  evidence,  should  not  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  total  balances  of  10,000,000/. 
he  submitted,  that  on  the  full  considera- 
tion of  all  the  circumstances,  the  agree- 
nient  now  proposed  was  as  fair  a  partici- 
pation of  the  profits  of  the  bank,  as  the 
public  c^uld  expect,  under  the  lieport  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance. — Having  sta- 
tied  these  circumstances,  as  to  the  manner 
of  reforming  the  allowances  of  malnage- 
ment,  it  remained  for  him  only  to  say, 
that  the  precise  benefit  to  be  given  to 
the    public    was   an  advance  of    three 
millions    without    interest,    during    the 
war,  and  till  six  monthg  after  a  definitive 
treaty.     Thus  far  the  bank  had  given  its 
full  sanction  to  the  arrangement.     On  the 
next  head,  the  bank  had  acceded  so  com- 
pletely, that  what  he«had  to  submit  wpuld 
be  found  so  fair  and  equitable  between  the 
public  and  its  creditors,  and  so  perfectly 
competent  to  the  right  and  powers  of  the 
-  house,  that  there  could  be  mfaifficulty  of 
arranging  ^nd  agreeing  toTit  without  the 
consent  of  the  bank.     He  ftlluded  here  to 
the  unclaimed  dividends,    ^is^  like  the 
other  parts  of  the  present  arrangement, 
originated  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance.     But  the  manner  in  which 
the  account  of  unclaimed  dividends  had 
been  called  for  by  that  committee,  had 
rather  produced  ati  increase  in  the  calcu- 


lation upon  which  the  loan  was  grounded. 
The  unclaimed  dividends,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  committee,  amounted  on  the 
8th  of  July  to  986,573/.  and  at  the  lowest 
period  of  some  antecedent  years  they  had 
not  fallen  below  900,000/.    This  calcula- 
tion had  been  taken  on  the  day  before  pay- 
ment, whereas  it  ought  to  have  been  taken 
on  the  day  after.     In  demanding  500,000/. 
for  the  public  in  addition  to  376,739/.  ad- 
vanced under  the  act  of  1791,  provision 
was  to  be  made  that  the  balance  ready 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  creditor 
should  not  be  reduced  below  -100,000/.  and 
according  as   any  reduction  below  that 
sum  should  take  place,  a  prc^portion  of 
the  500,000/.  should  be  refunded  from  the 
exchequer  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
The  definition  of  an  unclaimed  dividend 
was  one  that  had  lain  in  the  bank  unde- 
manded  from  the  day  of  payment  of  divi- 
dends before  the  last.    The  bank  in  agree- 
ing to  pay  500,000/.  out  of  the  surplus  of 
this  species  of  dividend  would  have  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  the  precise  fund  ; 
and  therefore  the  governor  and  directors 
would  not  undertake  to  go  so  far  without 
the  consent  of  the  proprietors  of  bank 
stock  in  >genei'al  courts.     It  was  impos- 
sible to  ask  the  bank  to  make  the  advance 
out  of  such  a  fund  on  its  own  authority.. 
But  when  the  power  of  the  public  came  to 
be  considered,  with  respect  to  the  money 
due  to  its  creditor^,  it  appeared  that  the 
public  provided  sufficiently  for  the  secu- 
rity of  all  demands,  when  a  constant  ba-' 
lance  of  100,000/.  was  reserved,  never  to  be 
reduced  below  that  amoutit,  without  a  con- 
stant reparation  of  the  deficiency. — ^These 
were  two  of  the  three  heads  of  arrange- 
ment completely  sanctioned  by  the  baenk ; 
the  third  was  sanctioned   in  principle  ; 
and  though  the  house  had  to  make  the 
arrangement  betw^eeh  the  public  atid  the 
public  creditor,  without  the  intervention  of 
the  bank,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  equity 
of  the  arrangement,  and,  therefore,   the 
house  could  have  no  difficulty  in  acceding 
to  and  confirming  it.     On  the  first  head, 
the  public  would  have  an  advantage  of 
3,000,000/.  on   account  of  management, 
which    would    be    an   annual   saving  of 
05,000/.     This  was  so  obviously  beneficial, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  to  expatiate 
on  it.      The  public,  hewas'surfe,  would 
receive  this,  as  well  as  the  other  parts  of 
the  arrangement,  with  satisfaction.     He 
was  sure  the  more  the  vvhole  was  consi- 
dered, the  more  it  would  .be  found  just 
and  advantageous.    There  was  no  room 
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for  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  bank  stock,  as  if  the  governors  and 
directors  favoured  government,  nor  any 
ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  as  if  the  government  shewed  fa- 
vour to  the  bank.     It  was  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed, that   in    taking  this   money   the 
country  took  the  profits  and  savings  of  the 
bank,  which  the  bank  alone  was  entitled 
'to  touch.     The  money  taken  wa?  a  por- 
tion of  the  profits  of  the  public  money, 
which  the  public  might  dispose  of  other- 
wise, if  it  suited  its  convenience  or  its  in- 
terest.    Many  modes  had  been  shewn  to 
the  managers  of  the  bank,  by  which  the 
public  money  might  be  economically  em- 
ployed  for  the  public  out  of  the  bank. 
It  was  on  a  mutual  consideration  of  the 
convenience   and  advantage   derived   on 
both  sides    that    the    an^angement    was 
firamed.     The  public  w^s  at   liberty  to 
take  advantage  of  the  deposits  to  save  in- 
terest incurred  in  other  quarters ;  but  from 
motives  of  regard  to  general  convenience, 
this  arra/igement  was  mutually  agreed  to. 
He  now  submitted  it  in  the  Kope  of  ob- 
taining the  full   sanction  of  the   house. 
The  agreement  whiFe  advantageous  to  the 
public  was  fair  and  equitable  to  the  bank. 
Others  might  look  to  greater  advantage 
to  the  public  ;  but  he  was  sure  the  public 
interest  would  be  found  to  be  fuUy  at  tend- 
ed-to  on  a  fair  consideration  of  the  whole 
of  the   circmnstanoes.      The   right   hon. 
gent,  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the 
sum  of  500,000/.  being   part  of  the  ba-" 
lances  arising  at  the  bank  of  England  fi-om 
the  dividends  of  the  public  debt  due  and 
not  demanded,  and  of  the  balances  of  un- 
claimed lottery  prizes,  be  paid  into  the 
exchequer,  provided  that  if  at  any  time 
the  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  oF  the 
cashier  of  the  bank   on  both  these  ac- 
counts, shall  be  reduced  to  a  less  sum  than 
100,000/.   exclusive   of  the  said  sum   of 
500,000/,   and  of  376,739/.  to  wfitch  the 
sum  of  ^00,000/.  paid  into  the  exchequer 
by  the  said  governor  and  company,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  31st  of 
his  present  majesty,  bath  been  reduced, 
then  and  in  such  case  so  much  of  the  said 
first-mentioned  sum  of  500,000/.  shall  be 
repaid  to  the  said  governor  and  company 
as  ^all  be  equal  to  the  sum  by  which  the 
said  balance  shall  be  less  than  the  sum  of 

iQo,ooe//'  ^  /.  " 

Mr.  BatUies  agreA  Vf^  the  right  hon. 
ipentleman,  that  it  was  most  just  that  the 
country  shottld  avail  itself  of  the  profits 
mmng  from  its  omi  money,  without  in- 


fringing the  faith  due  to  the  public  credi- 
tor.    He  applauded   him  for  his   perse- 
verance  in  that   point,-  upon  whic  h  the 
bank  seemed  *tp  be  somewhat  perverse ; 
namely,  to  take  such  a  part  of  the  unclaim- 
ed dividends  as  would  never  leave  the  ba- 
lance left  at  the  bank  lower  than  what  had 
been  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1791.     He 
wished  to  know,  whether  the  unclaimed 
lottery   prizes  were  included  in  the  pa- 
pers.   These  advances  on  the  dividends 
ought  unquestionably  to  be  made,  and  he 
did  not  see  that  they  depended  on  the 
consent  of  the  bank,  rather  than  the  rea- 
sonableness of  the  thing,  any  more  than 
the  rest  of  the  agreement.     The  large  rate 
of  allowance  which  the  bank  enjoyed  for 
the  management  of  the  national  debt,  he 
strongly  condemned.     Even  in  1786,  the 
report  of  the  auditors  of  public  accounts 
stated,  that  the  business  could  be  done, 
for  200/.  in  the  million,  and  this  at  a  pe- 
riod  when  the   debt  avss  comparatively 
small.     Great  as  was  his  respect  for  the 
illustrious  man,  who  at  that  time  presided 
over  the  finances  of  the  country,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  he  had  made  an 
improvident  bargain  on  the  subject.     He 
conceived  it  would  have   been  infinite- 
ly better  in  the  present    instance,  had  ^ 
a  larger  reduction  been  made  in  the  rate ' 
of  allowance,  even  if  that  reduction  had' 
been  effected   by  reducing  the  amount  of 
the  loan ;  for  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of 
allowance  would  be  a  permanent  advan- 
tage to  the  country,  while  the  advantage 
derived   from  the   loan  was  contingent ; 
although  he  feared  that  that  contingency 
would  be   of  long  duration.     At  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  the  benefits  resulting 
from  the  loan  would  cease ;  aiid  by  fix- 
ing the  rate  of  allowance  by  a  legislative 
admission,  it  would  be  rendered  difficult 
again  to   open  the  subject.      There  was 
another    point  which  must  be   contem- 
plated with  some  jealousy.      The  bank 
had  in  their  hands  the  complete  coinage 
of  the  circulation  of  the  country,  without 
an  equivalent  paid.     It  wouid  be  ^s  easy 
for  them  to  coin  the  sums  advanced  to 
government,  as  to  coin  the  amount  of  their 
notes  cancelled  yesterday.     He  was  aware 
that  this  colild  not  be  done  indefmitely, 
but  it  might  be  done  to  a  great  extent. 
The  country  "had  certainly  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the   prudence  with  which 
that  branch  of  the  public  econotny,  the 
mauBgement  of  the  national  debt,  had 
been  conducted  by  the  bank ;  but  it  wSis 
evident,  that  in  retura,  they  derived  con- 
2£  2 
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siderabie  benefit  from  the  public  balances 
remaining  in  their  hands.  To  suppose 
other f¥ise,  would  be  to  suppose  that  the 
bank  were  ignorant  ofthat  with  which  every 
common  banker  was  conversant.  He  did 
not  like  any  thing  that  drew  the  band;  into 
too  close  a  connection  with  the  ministry. 
He  wished  them  to  feel  mutual  good  wHI, 
but  to  be  perfectly  independent  of  each 
other.  Were  he  asked,  however,  would 
he  adopt  the  bargain  such  as  it  Mras,x>r 
change  the  mode  of  managing  the  debt, 
he  would  answer,  that  so  many  difficul- 
ties and  inconveniences  must  result  from 
such  a  change,  that  inadequate  and  disad- 
vantageous as  the  terms  were,  if  they  were 
the  best  that  could  be  obtained,  he  would 
acquiesce  in  them  rather  Chan  set  the 
whole  business  afloat. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  the  right  hon. 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  seemed  to 
think  it  a  matter  of  course,  that  provided 
the  nature  ol'the  bargain,  as  to  the  public 
gain  derived  from  it,  were  approved,  no 
other  objection  could  arise  to  it.  In  the 
outset  he  would  state  this  vital  objection, 
which  he  confessed  was  not  new ;  that 
while  the  public  restricted  the  bank  from 
paying  in  specie,  it  was  at  least  highly  in- 
delicate that  the  public  should  derive  be- 
nefit from  that  cestrlction.  But  could  the 
right  hon.  gent,  have  asked  for  a  loan  of  3 
millions  had  it  not  been  for  that  restric- 
tion i  Would  any  bank  directors  tell  him, 
that  the  loan  would  have  been  granted 
with  so  much  composure,  had  it  not  been 
for  that  restriction  ?  The  right  hon.  gent, 
concluded  that  this  was  no  advance  trom 
the  bank,  but  from  the  public  money. 
How  ?  There  were  certainly  large  public 
balances  in  the  bank,  but  they  were  all 
appropriated  to  specific  purposes.  The 
bank  lent  this  money  for  what  purpose 
government  pleased.  If  that  were  not  a 
loan  from  the  bank,  what  was  it  ?  He  al- 
owed  that  the  public  ought  to  derive 
«ome  advantage  from  the  bank,  but  he 
differed  from  the  right  hon.  gent,  with  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  those  advan- 
tages should  be  derived.  He  would  agree 
with  hhn,  that  in  consideration  of  the  large 
public  balances  held  by  the  bank,  the 
bank  should  furnish  the  public  with  the  in- 
terest of  3  millions ;  or  instead  of  a  loan  of 
3  millions,  that  they  should  pay  an  ammal 
sum  df  150,000/.  With  regard  to  the  rate 
of  allowance  charged  by  the  bank  for  the 
management  of  the  national  debt,  in  his 
opinion  the  bank  ought  to  do  that  business 
without  any  allowance   whatever.    The 


right  hon.  gent,  might  smile,  but  he  con- 
tended that  they  would  then  be  on  the 
footing  of  every  private  banker.  We  led 
ten  millions  in  their  hands,  and  we  wished 
them  to  do  that  which  would  cost  them 
100,000/.  What  private  banker  was  there 
that  would  not  be  very  happy  to  have  a 
customer  on  similar  terns  ?  The  right  hon. 
gent,  seemed  particularly  desirous  to  have 
a  capital  advanced  by  the  bank  ;  a  thing 
in  his  opinion  unjustifiable,  except  by  the 
strongest  necessity.  There  ougnt  not  to 
be  the  most  distant  implication  that  the 
public  gained  by  the  restriction  on  the 
payment  of  specie.  By  a  participation  of 
profit  between  a  government  ana  a  bank, 
other  countries  had  at  various  times  been 
most  deeply  injured.  In  the  present  state 
of  Europe,  it  was  most  desireable  to  shew 
the  enemy  that  our  resourses  were  such  a» 
enabled  us  to  meet  him  with  confidence. 
It  was  on  this  principle  that  he  admired 
the  plan  of  his  noble  firieud  near  him  (lord 
H.  Petty),  which  professed  to  put  the 
finances  of  the  country  upon  a  footing  that 
would  allow  of  a  continuance  ot  war  for 
many  years.  Could  an  advocate  of  Buo* 
naparte's  have  better  materials  for  depre- 
ciating the  means  of  England,  than  by  a 
reference  to  the  bargain  made  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.  ?  Desirous  of  avoiding  a  public 
loan,the  influence  of  government  had  been 
exerted  on  the  bank  to  procure  a  loaii  of 
3  millions  without  interest.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  after  this  step,  would  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  convince  a  Frenchman  that  we  were 
not  driven  to  shifts  and  subterfuges.  In 
recent  times  similar  expedients  had  been 
resorted  to  in  France,  which  at  the  period 
of  theii*  occurrence  had  met  with  the  re- 
prehension of  this  country.  The  Caisse 
des  Comptes,in  particular,  had  furnished  a 
similar  loan  to  the  French  government, 
the  principle  of  which  transaction  had  been 
here  very  generally  condemned.  Besides, 
never  was  there  a  period  so  advantageous 
for  the  negociation  of  a  public  loan  as  the 
present,  owing  to  the  great  stagnation  of 
trade,  and  the  great  quantity  of  money 
necessarily  afloat,  and  for  which  no  em- 
ployment could  be  discovered.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  seemed  to  think,  that  the  bank 
agreed  very  cordially  to  this  loan  of  3 
millions.  By  a  reference  to  the  Papers, 
it  would  appear  that, this  was  not  the  case. 
It  was  said  by  them,  that  it  would  be  high- 
ly imprudent  in  the  bank  to  make  to  the 
public  an  advance,  amounting  to.  half  the 
public  .balances  in  their  hands.  He  agreed 
with  the  bank  la  this  respect  ^  it  was  ver^ 
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.imprudent,  and  it  was  very  extraordinary 
that  the  bank  should  have  put  out  of  their 
own  reach  such  a  sum  as  $  millions  of 
money.  Whence  did  this  sum  proceed  ? 
Parliament  oiight  to  know;  for  if  they 
took  it,  they  would  subject  themselves  to 
be  responsible  for  any  inconveniences 
that  the  bank  might  sustain  inconsequence. 
In  9  years  the  bank  had  advanced  six 
nyllions  to  the  public.  Since  the  restric- 
tion upon  the  payment  of  specie,  they  had 
shared  no  less  than  4  millions  in  bonuses 
among  themselves  :  they  had  increased 
the  dividends  on  their  capital  from  7  to  10 
per  cent.  If  their  profits  had  been  exten- 
sive enough  to  justify  all  this,  then  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  Jiot  made  half  so  good 
a  bargain  as .  he  ought  to  have  made.  At 
any  rate,  it  was  material  to  the  honour  and 
the  interests  of  the  country, that  parliament 
should  ascertain  the  truth.  It  was  wrong 
to  take  this  loan  from  the  bank  while  the 
restriction  on  the  payment  of  specie  exist- 
ed ;  it  would  be  worse  to  take  it,  if  by 
doing  so  the  taking  off  of  the  restriction 
would  be  retarded.  Would  the  right  hon. 
gent,  say  that  the  bank  had  communicated 
to  him  their  situation,  and  that  the  step 
proposed  to  be  adopted  would  not  retard 
.the  taking  ofi^  of  the  restriction?  Let  the 
house  know  this  then — let  the  subject  be 
referred  to  a  committee — the  Committee  of 
Finance  for  instance,  by  which  such  an 
able  report  had  been  already  presented 
upon  it/  What  would  the  world  say  to  a 
merchant,  who,after  a  stoppage,  should  set 
up  his  carriage,  and  extend  his  expences 
before  his  creditors  were  satisfied  ?  The 
bank  ought  to  have  secured  their  profits 
for  the  period  when  they  should  again 
open,  and  not  have  been  so  eager  to  divide 
them  among  themselves.  He  generally 
observed,  that  in  transactions  between  the 
directors  of  the  bank  and  chancellors  of 
the  exchequer,  the  one  party  or  the  other 
got  a  mauling.  He  could  remember  the 
period  when  even  Mr.  Pitt  came  off  but 
second  best  in  the  conflict.  In  the  3rear 
1795,  the  bank  took  panic,  and  wished 
their  money  to  be  instantly  repaid  them. 
They  talked  very  much  of  the  terrible 
advances  they  had  made,  and  of  the  im- 
possibility of  continuing  to  make  such  ad- 
vances ;  and  yet  those  advances  were  no- 
thing to  the  advances  which  they  now 
agreed  to  make  with  the  utmost  tranquil- 
lity. The  bank  directors  consented  to  lend 
the  country  3  millions,  which  in  his  ap- 
prehension would  not  cost  them  threepence. 
J)id  they  pean  to  encrease  their  niotes 


for  .this  purpose  ?  If  so,  it  was  a  strong  ar 
gument  against  the  step ;  and  he  certainl) 
did  recollect,  although  he  would  not  draw 
any  inference  &om  the  circumstance,  thai 
about  the  time  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter,  a  report  was  prevalent  tW  above 
a. million  of  small  notes  had  been  issued 
from  the  bank  beyond  the  oi-dinary  cir- 
culation. If  they  did  not  mean  to  en- 
crease  their  notes,  did  they  mean  to  dis- 
tress the  trade  of  the  country,  by  refusing 
to  discount  the  bills  of  the  merchants  ? 
This  would  dso  be  a  strong  argument 
against  the  step.  On  the  face  of  the  afiair, 
there  appeared  a  clear  profit  resulting  to 
the  bank  on  the  management  of  the  na« 
tlonal  debt  of  about  100,000/.  Why 
this,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  they 
derive  from  the  use  of  the  public  h^* 
lances  ?  He  knew  that  the  bank  was  at  a 
great  expence  for  clerks,  for  buildings, 
&c.  but  this  expence  ought  to  be  defrayed 
from  the  last  mentioned  profits.  He  re- 
peated, his  wish  tjbat  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee.  He  believed  no 
committee  could  be  found  which  would 
not  tell  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  he  had 
not  taken  half  enough  in  interest,  and  that 
he  had  taken  too  much  in  principal.  With 
respect  to  the  unclaimed  dividends,  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  truth  and  justice  in 
what  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  stated. 
Perhaps  it  was  politic  that  the  bank  direc- 
tors should  make  a  show  of  resistance  on 
this  point,  lest  the  public  should  suspect 
that  they  had  got  too  good  a  bargain  on 
the  other  points.  He  thought  they  owed 
great  obligation^  to  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  had  certainly  gi*anted  them  what  no 
other  man  would  have  done ;  but  he  would 
take  another  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  sentiments  on  this  business,  not  having 
yet  ha(l  time  duly  to  examine  the  papers 
on  the  table.  It  was  a  most  important  sub- 
ject, and  deserved  the  serious  attention  of 
parliament. 

B^Jr.  S.  Thornton  declared,  that  whether 
they  gave  a  loan  of  3  millions,  or  an  an- 
nual sum  of  150,000/.  to  the  public,  would 
be  immaterial  to  the  bank,  but,  in  his 
opinion,  from'the  former,  the  public  would 
derive  the  greater  advantage.  He  denied  ' 
the  possibility  of  supplying  the  loan  by 
an  issue  of  notes.  Let  the  right  hon. 
gent,  look  at  the  quantity  of  notes  at 
present  issued,  and  then  let  him  look 
to  the  quantity  issued  subsequent  to 
the  payment  of  the  loan.  The  conjec- 
tural opinion  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Financial  Committee  on  the  expences 
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«tieiidiilg4he  manaffement  of  the  national 
debt  tvte  unfounded.  Tke  rate  of  allow- 
ance now  fixed,  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  decide  m  between  man  and  man,  he 
would  say  was  fair  and  reasonable.  Much 
faad^been  said  of  the  profits  of  the  bank ;  he 
would  say  something  of  the  profits  which 
the  public  derived  from  the  bank.  In 
the  first  place,  the  capital  of  the  bank 
was  lent  to  the  public  at  3  per  cent,  by 
which  the  public  gained  2  per  cent.  On 
the  3  millions  paid  on  the  renewal  of 
the  bank  charter,  the  public  gained  2  per 
rent.  The  bank  advanced  the  annual' 
malt  duties,  amounting  to  2  millions,  at 
4  per  cent,  by  which  the  public  gained 
1  per  cent.  For  the  last  two  years  the 
bank  had  collected  the  property  tax,  by 
which  the  public  gained  47,000/.  B^ 
adding  these  various  sums  together,  it 
would  appear  that  the  public  derived  a 
profit  of  595,000/.  per  annum  from  the 
bank,  exclusive  of  what  they  paid  for 
tke  'property  tax  on  their  own  capital. 
The  ground  on  which  the  bank  declined 
to  consent  to  the  arrangement  proposed 
with  respect  to  unclaimed  dividends  had 
been  mistaken.  As  the  trustees  for  the 
public  creditors,  they  did  not  believe  that 
the  balance  of  unclaimed  dividends  would 
admit  of  having  such  a  sum  withdrawn 
firbm  them  as  that  proposed :  and  with- 
out having  previously  ascertained  the  opi- 
nion of  those  public  creditors,  they  could 
not  consent  to  it.  It  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  in  1791,  it  was  determined 
that  500,000/.  should  be  drawn  from  tho^ 
dividends,  upon  the  express  condition  thut 
600,000/.  were  in  the  hands  of  the  bank 
at  the  end  of  the  penultimate  quarter, 
it  was  now  proposed  to  extend  this  to  the 
last  quarter,  although  since  1791,  the  debt 
had  very  much  encreased,  and  ajarger 
balance  of  unclaimed  dividends  was  there- 
by rendered  necessary  to  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank.  Until  dividends  re- 
mained for  half  a  year,  they  had  never 
been  considered  by  the  bank  as  unclaim- 
ed :  it  was  running  them  much  too  close. , 
Mr.  Muakmon  defended  the  proposition 
of  his  right  hon.  friend.  The  hon.  gent. 
q>posite  had  maintained,  that  an  amiual 
payment  would  be  a  pennanent  advan- 
tage, a  loan  only  a  contingent  one.  A 
loan,  however,  would  «Bot  be  rendered 
contingent  even  by  peaee,  were  large 
balances  still  to  remain  in  die  hands  of 
the  bank;  ifor,  by  the  transaction  now 
mder  discussion,  a  principle  had  been 
establkhedy  wbich  would  be  acted  on  in 


future,  that  in  proportion  to  the  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  must  be  the  ad- 
vances made  by  the  bank  to  the  public. 
As  to  the  rate  ot  allowance  for  managing 
the  debt,  (he  bank  had  repeatedly  de- 
clared, that  they  were  not  disposed  to 
admit  the  truth  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  on  this  subject.  He 
had  been  an  humble  assistant  at  the  con- 
ferences between  his  right  hon.  friend 
and  the  directors  of  the  bank,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  if  a  less  sum  had  been  of- 
fered for  the  management,  the  bank  would 
have  said,  *  take  the  conduct  of  the  debt 
upon  yourselves.'  The  inconvenience  of 
the  expence  arising  fi*om  such  a  change 
in  the  management  would  have  been  in- 
finite. It  was  a  mistake  that  the  ten  mil- 
lions of  public  balances  were  lefi  in  the 
hands  ot  the  bank  to  remunerate  them 
for  the  management  of  (he  debt,  lliey 
were  left  there  for  security ;  they  would 
still  be  lefi;  there,  were  tfaie  management 
of  the  debt  removed  to  another  quarter. 
The  only  balances  remaining  in  the  Kands 
of  the  bank  consequent  on  their  manage- 
ment of  the  national  debt,were  the  un- 
claimed dividends. 

Mr.  It.  Ihomton  expressed  himself  tole- 
rably satisfied  with  the  bargain,  that  had 
in  this  instance  been  made  for  the  public. 
He  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Bankes),  that  the  rate  of  allowance  for 
management  might  have  been  reduced 
farther,  had  it  not  been  for  thc^  acts  of 
parliahient  that  stood  in  the  "way.  But 
taking  these  into  consideration,  he  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  Jiad  reduced  it  nearly  as 
much  as  the  law  allowed  him.  With  re- 
gard to  the  3  millions,  he  thought,  that 
the  public  would  derive  a  greater  advan- 
tage from  them  than  from  the'  allowance 
of  the  interest  recommended  by  some. 
The  inconvenience  to  the  bank  would  not 
be  much.  They  would  merely  lose  the 
interest  of  3  millions  of  exchequer  bills. 
All  this,  he  said,  did  not  diminish  the 
duty  of  parliament  to  look  with  jealousy 
to  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion. It  might  happen  too,  that  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund  might  find 
it  convenient  t6  become  subsciibers  to 
the  loans ;  and  the  balance  in  the  bank 
would,  by  this  means,  be  diminished.  He 
wished  it,  therefore,  to  be  -clearly  under- 
stood, that  the  commissioners  might  be  at 
liberty  to  become  subscribers  to  the  loan 
if  convenient,  without  its  being  consider:4r 
ed  as  any  infringement  of  this  agreement. 
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Mr.  Huskisson,  m  answer,  stated^  that 
express  care  bad  been  taken  to  provide  that 
government  should  not  be  precluded  from 
resorting  .to  any  means  for  reducing  the 
balances. 

Mr.  J).  Giddy  observed,  that  though 
the  i.'^^sues  of  the  bank  might  be  enlarged 
\^y  the  restriction,  their  capital  was  still 
limited,  and  unless  they  had  so  much  car 
pital  that  they  did  not" know  what  to  do 
with  it,  th^ey  must  be  losers  by  lending 
these  3  millions. 

Lord  H.  P^j^;y.said,  that  on  two  branches 
of  this  transaction  he  hardly  thought,  it 
necessary  to  trouble  the  hou$e  with  any 
observations  at   all.     On  the  subject  of 
the   unclaimed   dividends  he    felt  much 
inclined  to  concur  in  the  view  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite.     The  bank  directors 
in  the  course  of  the  conferences  on  this 
subject  naturally  resorted  to  the  defioi-. 
tion  of  an  unclaimed  dividend,  which  had 
been  allowed  by. certain  a.cts  of  ps^rlia- 
ment:  yet  the  natural  definition  he  should 
take  to  be,  a  dividend  that  was  not  claim- 
ed in  the  quarter  when  due,  without  re- 
ference to  the  next  quarter.     Of  these 
dividends  all  that  could  be  taken,  ought 
undoubtedly  to  be  applied  to  the  public 
service,  and   100,000/.  h^  in  the  bank, 
was  an  ample  sum  to  meet  any  unexpected 
demand. — On  another  branch  of  the  trans- 
action, namely^  the  management  of  the 
public  debt,  he  would,  also  say  but  little ; 
ibr  though  he  thought  that  this  might  be 
conducted  with  more,  economy,  yet  ajs  the 
bank  act^  in  this  as  agents,  and  not  ex- 
actly in  their  ordinaiy  line  of  duty,  they 
certainly  had  a  right  to  bc^paid  as  agents, 
and  nbt  merely  as  bankers.  .  Though  the 
remuneration  was  large,  yet  the  public 
derived  a  great  advantage  from  their  un- 
dertaking the  management  of  the  debt, 
since  it  could  not  be  managed  in  a  differ- 
ent manner  without  a  much  larger  ex- 
pence,  than  the  compensation  to  the  bank. 
He  agreed  that  the  subject  ought  to  be 
viewed  with  a  reference  to  this  circum-; 
stance,  and  therefore  he  concurred  in  the. 
general  propriety  of  this  part  of  the  ar- 
rangement.— ^With  regard  to    the   third 
part  of  the  arrangement,  the  'loan  of  3. 
millions,  he  concurred  with  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.   Bankes),  and  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Tiemey),  in  expressing  the  strongest 
objection  to .  the  mode  which  had  been 
resorted  to  in  this  instance.     His  right 
hon.  friend  had  said,  that  the  loan  would 
not  have  been  advanced,  had  it  not  been 
for  thei^triction.    Whether  he  was  right 


or  wrong  in  that,  he  did  not  know;  but 
of  this-  be  was  sure,  that  the  house  ought 
to  take  care,  that  the  bank  restriction 
should  not  be  considered  in  the  slightest 
degree  in  this  transactlbn.,    The  restric- 
tion was  only  justified  by  its  necessity 
at'the  time  it  was  imposed,  and  it  was  due 
to  the  public,  that  nothing  should  be  done 
which  should  in  the  least  retard  the  pe- 
riod at  which  it  might  be  taken  off.     If 
any  accommodation  was  given  or  accept- 
ed^ with  a  reference  to  this  restriction,  it 
would  be  s^ttended  with  endless  mischief, 
both  to' the  public  and  the  bank.     He 
thought  it  the  more  necessary  to  advert 
to  this,  because  in  the  *  correspondence 
there  was  no. .  direct  recognition  of  the 
exclusion    of    all    consideration    of   the 
re&triction;    and  if  what   the    directors 
said  was  correct,  that  they  did  not  derive 
a  profit   from    the  balances  up  to    the 
amount  assumed  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
.exchequer,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  on 
what  other  ground  they  could  agree  to 
advance  this  sum,  except  that  of  the  re- 
striction.    He  could  not  agree  that  we 
v\rere\here  only  taking  the  public  money : 
our  right  was  to  derive  some  profit  from 
the  additional  notes  issued  from  the  bank, 
in  consequence  of  the  balances  in  their 
hands.    If  the  bank  should  issue  an  addi- 
tion£^  3  millions  on  account  of  this  loan, 
they   would  not  be  losers  but  gainers. 
Perhaps  they  did  not  intend  it;  but  he 
wished  to  have  some  security  on  the  sub- 
ject.     But  if  they   did  not  issue,  they 
must  draw  3  millions  from  some  source  ; 
and  they  must  afford  less  accommodation 
to  the  public  in  discounting,  by  3  mil* 
lions,  than  before.    The  noble  lord  then 
proceeded    to    the  superior    advantages 
which  would  be  derived  from  having  a 
regular  and  permanent  allowance  of  pro-v 
fits  on  which  a  loan  might  be  raised  in 
another  manner.     He  objected  also  that 
the  right  hon.   gent,  precluded  himself 
from  taking  any  farther    advantage    in 
case  of  increase  of  the  balances  beyond 
10  millions,  which  was  very  probable. 
He  was   glad,  however,,  that  the  matter 
had  been  brought  so  far  to  an  issue  fa-» 
vourable  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Manning  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  and  contended  that  the  charges 
of  management  of  the  public  debt  were 
much  greater  than  gentlemen  supposed. 
Of  800  clerks  employed  in  the  bank  400 
were  engaged  in  the  business  arising  from 
the  public  debt.  All  the  issues  of  the  bank 
would  «till  continue  to  be  subject  to  par* 
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Itamentauy  inspection ;  and  he  could  as- 
sure the  house,  that  the  bank  looked  for- 
ward  with  anxiety  to  the  period  when  it 
wouM  resume  its  issues  of  specie,  and 
cease  to  issue  its  one  or  two  pound  notes. 

Mr.  Brqgdm  thought  that  Uie  arrange- 
ment with  the  bank  was  not  so  adyan* 
tageous  to  the  public  as  it  oueht  to  be, 
but  thought  it  better  to  agree  to  it  than  to 
riiew  any  appearance  of  hostility. 

Mr.  biddulph  considered  the  bargain  of 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
.  quer,  to  be  extremely  disadvantageous  to 
nie  interests  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Croker  defended  the  arrangement, 
as  did  also  Mr.  Carew,  who  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  expressed 
his  satisfaction  that  its  suegestions  for  the 
public  service  had  been  thus  attended  to. 
— ^The  different  resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to. 

House  of  Lords. 
TJuwrsdoyt  Febnuay  II. 
Dispute  with  America.]     Lord  Gftn- 
vUk  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  more  for 
certain  papers,  which  would  tend  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  nature  of  the  relations, 
as  they  now  existed,  between  this  country 
and  Ajnerica,  and  on  the  terms  and  ten- 
dency of  the  treaty  which,  in  Dec.  1806, 
was  concluded  between  the  two  nations. 
It  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  be  engaged  more 
than  once  in  discussions  with  the  ministers 
of  the  united  states,  and,  he  had  bestowed 
on  what  regarded  the  connection  and  mu- 
tual interests  of  the  two  states,  all  the  at- 
tention, labour,  and  diligence,  of  which 
he  was  master,  and  which  the  high  im- 
portance of  the  subject  so  seriously  im- 
posed on  him.     Indeed,  the  cultivating 
and  maintaining  of  a  eood  understanding 
with  America,  an  understanding  that  in- 
eluded  and  promoted  the  reciprocal  inte- 
rests of  the  two  countries,  was,  in  his 
mind,  the  most  material  and  important 
consideration  that  could  possibly  engage 
thQ  attention  of  the  British  government 
and  parliament,  next  to  the  care  of  conci- 
liating and  uniting,  in  one  bond  of  union, 
all  descriptions  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in 
these  kingdoms.     He  had  of  late  taken 
occasion,  more  than  once,  to  express  this 
opinion,  and  he  now  wished  to  repeat  it  in 
the  most    serious    and  solemn    manner. 
This  diq>osition  powerfully  animated  his 
views  and   his  conduct,   whenever    any 
thing  occurred  that  threatened  to  embar- 
rass or  interrupt  the  friendly  intercourse 
and  connection  of  the  two  countries.    In 


the  year  1794,  in  consequence  of  events 
to  which  the  War  that  broke  out  in  the 
preceding  year  gave  rise,  he  had  to  dis- 
cuss and  adjust  some  differences  which  then 
occurred  with  the  united  states.     It  was 
his  good  fortune  to  have  to  deal  in  that 
transaction  with  a  man  (Mr.  Jay)*  whose 
talents  and  disposition  eminently  qualified 
him  for  the  office  he  had    undertaken. 
Never  in  the  course  of  his  public  life  had 
he  met  with  a  person  on  whose  piobitv, 
candour,  and  sincerity,  he  could  so  confi- 
dently rely.    Mr.  Jay  felt  the  value  and 
the  necessity  of   a  close  and  amicable 
colmection  between  the  two  nations,  and 
he  laboured    most   impartially   duly  to 
weigh,  and  to  ascertain  the  real  interests 
of  both.    These  unquestionably  were  qua- 
lifications indispensably  necessary  to  a 
negotiator ;  and  no  negotiation  could  be 
fiiirly  darned  on  except  in  a  mutual  spirit 
of  justice  and  impartiality.  -  He  trusted, 
that  such  was  the  spirit  wmch  actuated  the 
negotiation    at    that    time,    and    which 
brought  it'  to  a  successful  termination : 
sure  he  was,  that  Mr.  Jay  acted  on  these 
principles;  yet  when  he  returned  to  his 
own  country*  he  was  accused,  very  un- 
justly indeed,  of  having  sacrificed  her  inte- 
rests, or  yielded  too  far  in  favour  of  those 
of  England.    Mr.  Jay  had  long  since  re- 
tired nom  public  life  ;  but  he  felt  happy 
in  having  this  opportunity  of  paying  a  due 
tribute  of  praise  to  his  character.     Under 
the  influence  of  this  disposition  were  the 
late  discussions  with  America  carried  on, 
and  brought  to  what  was  expected  to  be, 
a  happy  termination,  when  circumstances 
arose,  tnat  might  put  to  hazard  the  final 
issue  of  that  negotiation.     He  had  much^ 
to  complain  of  the  false  liffht  in  which  ig- 
norance or  malice  had  endeavoured  to  re- 
present it     His  noble  friends  who  con- 
ducted that  negotiation,  with  talents  of 
which  he  could  not  now  speak  as  he  ought, 
because  they  were  present,  had  been  re- 
proached as  having  made  unwarrantable 
and  dangerous  concessions  to  America — 
concessions  which  had  been  causelessly 
and  mischievously  held  out  to  the  public 
as  the  bane  of  the  interests    of   Great 
Britain;  yet,  while  these  reproaches  were 
vented  against  the  administration  at  home, 
no  sooner  had  the  treaty  reached  America, 
than  the  government  of  the  united  states 
were  accused  of  having  yielded  too  much 
to   the  British  plenipotentiaries.      Even 
the   speech  by  which    the  session  was 
opened,  contained   assertions    respecting 
this  treaty,  which  were  not  correct..  R 
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said  the  treaty  had  not  taken  efi^ct  by  the 
refusal  of  the  president  to  ratify  it.  Wow, 
the  president  had  not  refused  to  ratify  it ; 
but  deferred  the  ratification,  as  far  as  the 
ratification  depended  upon  him,  because 
the  treaty  contained  certain  articles,  which, 
though  they  were  agreed  upon  between 
the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  were  not 
however  signed  by  them,  because  some 
further  explanation  upon  the  points  they 
contained,  was  to  be  previously  had  with 
the  American  government.  As  to  the 
concessions  that  were  said  to  be  made  to 
America,  in  essential  points,  and  which 
were  reprobated  as  the  bane  of  the  inte- 
rests of  England,  no  assertion  could  be 
more  unfounded.  It  n'as  no  doubt  diffi- 
cult to  say,  what  were  or  were  not  the 
|K>ints  which  might  be  conceded,  in  ba- 
lancing the  interests  of  the  two  countries. 
Since  America  was  declared  an  indepen- 
dent state  in  1782,  many  points  had  arisen 
m  discussions,  which  had  never  before 
been  brought  into  agitation.  Most  of 
them  might  easily  be  adjusted  by  taking 
for  rule,  the  mutual  advantages  resulting 
irom  an  amicable  convention  between  the 
two  countries :  but  in  points  that  could  be 
fairly  considered  as  essential,  never  had 
he,  nor  those  with  whom  he  was  connect- 
ed, consented  to  make  any  concession. 
He  considered  as  essential,  what  was  con- 
nected with  the  preservation  of  the  naval 
power  and  pre-eminence  of  this  country, 
and  sooner  would  he  see  England  perish 
in  a  contest  for  the  assertion  of  her  mari* 
.  time  rights,  than  that  she  should  yield  a 
tittle  of  them  :  for  these  rights  once  given 
up,  what  contest  would  she  be  afterwards 
aole  to  carry  on  ?  They  were  connected 
not  only  with  her  power,  but  with  her 
very  existence  as  an  independent  nation ; 
and  therefore  no  man  could  ever  think  of 
sacrificing  them.  This  was  his  firm  reso- 
lution, and  nothing  could  bring  him  to 
depart  from  it.  No  dangerous  concessions 
had  therefore  been  made  to  America  in 
the  late  treaty ;  and  when  the  two  go- 
vernments came  coolly  to  consider  its  na- 
ture and  tendency,  they  would  discover 
that  it  equally  consulted  the  interests  of 
both  countries;  and  that,  he  would  re- 
peat, was  the  only  basis  upon  which  any 
treaty  could  be  solidly  and  permanently 
built. — Hie  noble  lord  then  entered  into 
a  minute  examination  of  the  difficulties 
that  resulted  to  both  countries  firom  the 
practice  of  searching  merchantmen.  From 
a  thousand  circumstances,  it  must  be  ob- 
■vious  that  it  was  attended  with  more  diffi- 
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culties  between  American  andBritish 
cers,  than  between  the  officers  of  any  « 
nation  :  but  a  spirit  of  candour^  mod 
tion,  and  mutual  regard,  which  he  c 
not  too  forcibly  inculcate,  would  lev 
compose  every  difterence  upon  that  h 
As  to  the  right  of  searching  national  s 
of  war,  it  had  never  been  assumed, 
should  not  be  practised.  The  noble 
again  implored  the  house  seriously  to 
pieciate  th^  value  of  an  uninterru] 
amity  and  intercourse  with  America, 
expressed  his  anxious  expectation  thai 
mind  of  the.  Americans  would  bee 
cooler  and  more  considerate,  and  that 
country  wo^ld  meet  them  with  coi 
pending  sentiments.  •  His  lordship  * 
eluded  with  moving  for  copies  or  exti 
of  the  Dispatches  which  passed  bet\> 
his  majesty's  government  and  the  gov 
ment  of  the  United  States,  respecting 
Treaty  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaric 
both  governments. 

Lord  Hmjokesbury  most  perfectly  c 
cided  in  opinion  with  the  noble  ba 
that  an  impartial  regard  to  the  interes 
the  two  countries  was  an  essential  bas 
this,  or  any  other  negotiation  ;  and  u 
that  impression  he  trusted  that  he  am 
colleagues  were  disposed  to  act.  No 
could  be  more  impressed  than  he 
with  the  necessity  of  cultivating  a  | 
understanding  with  America,  and  ma 
her  feel  how  indispensable  was  such  a  i 
nexion  to  the  reciprocal  interests  of 
two  countries.  After  having  acquai 
the  noble  bai'on  that  he  did  not  inten 
oppose  his  motion,  he  did  not  expec 
would  have  gone  so  largely  into  the  q 
tion :  but  he  should  not  imitate  his  ex 
pie,  as  he  would  .now,  and  as  he  ha 
fonner  occasions,  abstain  from  agita 
any  question  respecting  America ;  as 
relations  with  the  united  states  must ! 
come,  in  all  their  bearings,  imder  the  < 
sideration  of  the  house. — ^After  a  s 
conversation  the  motion  w<as  agreed  t< 

[Mediation  of  Russu  and  Austi 
Earl  Ch'cy  said,  he  had  to  apologis 
their  lordships,  for  postponing  that  pa 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no 
which  related  to  the  Expedition  to  i 
stantinople.  .  He  found  himself  oblig< 
do  this  from  having  been  unable  to 
mine  the  dates  of  certain  papers,  whi 
was  necessary  to  investigate.  Wit) 
spect  to  the  other  points  of  his  motioi 
thought  it  of  great-  importance  that 
house  should  be  put  in  possesion  of  \ 
additional  information  relative  to  the 
'2  F 
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diation  offered  by  Russia  and  Austria.  At  a 
crisis  like  the  present,  it  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  know,  whether  ministers  had 
taken  advantage  of  any  opportunity  that 
offered  for  pacific  negociation,  nvith  a  dis- 
position favourable  to  the  attainment  of 
peace.  With  respect  to  the  qualities  of  a 
mediator,  he  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary that  a  mediating  power  should  be 
totally  unconnected  with  both  the  bellige- 
rents :  it  was  scarcely  possit>le  in  human 
affairs  to  meet  with  perfect  impartiality, 
at  the  same  time  he  admitted  that  where 
there  was  a  close  connection  between  the 
power  offering  to  mediate  and  one  of  the 
belligerents,  that  the  other  belligerent  was 
justified  in  refusing  a  mediation  under 
i^uch  circumstances.  With  respect  to 
Russia,  much  had  he«n  said  about  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit :  he  did  not  believe  that  at 
the  time  of  concluding  that  treaty,  there 
was  any  dereliction  of  our  interest  on  the 
part  of  Russia,  but  that  that  measure  was 
the  offspring  of  necessity.  His  noble  friend 
(lord  Hutchinson)  had  stated  on  a  former 
evening  the  vast  losses  sustained  by  the 
Russi'an  army ;  and,  after  hearing  that 
statement,  could  there  be  a  doubt  of  the 
necessity  under  which  Russia  must  find 
herselfof  making  peace?  It  had  been  said, 
that  theie  was  a  secret  article  in  the  Treaty 
of  Tilsit,  in  which  Russia  pledged  herself 
that  tlie  Danish  fleet  should  be  at  the  dis- 
posal  of  France  ;  but  he  did  not  believe 
the  existence  of  any  such  article.  Was  it 
possible  to  suppose  that  Russia,  even  pros- 
trate as  she  was  at  the  feet  of  France, 
would  have  agreed  to  an  article  which 
would  have  rendered  France  mistress  of 
the  Baltic,  and  placed  the  Russian  empire 
completely  in  her  power  ?  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  Russia  was  really  hostile  to  this 
<!0unt|-y  until  the  event  of  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen ;  a  measure  which  he  fear- 
ed we  should  repent  to  the  latest  hour  of 
our  existence.  The  Russian  offer  of  me- 
diation, limited  as  it  was  in  point  of  time 
with  respect  to  our  acceptance  of  it,  and 
communicated  as  it  was,  might  be  consi- 
dered grating  to  the  feelings  of  this  coun- 
try ;  bxA  from  the  statement  of  his  noble 
Iriend  (lord  Hutchinson)  on  a  former  even- 
ing, it  was  proved  that  the  emperor  did 
not  wish  to  limit  the»time  of  our  accept- 
ance. If,  however,^  he  was  not  disposed, 
«uder  all  the  circumstances,  to  find  niuch 
'fault  wi(^  the  rejection  of  the  Russian  me- 
diation, he  saw  muchto  blame  in  the  re- 
jection of  the  Austrian  offer  of  mediation. 
He  thought  the  answer  to  prince  Starhem- 


berg  was  petulant,  and  did  not  evince  any 
disposition  on  the  part  of  ministers  favour- 
able to  peace.  Whatever  were  the  objec- 
tions to  the  mediation  of  Russia,  they  did 
not  apply  to  that  of  Austria.  The  note  of 
Prince  de  Starhemberg  on  this  subject 
was  dated  the  23th  of  April,  and  nothing 
appeared  about  it  in  the  Jrapers  before  the 
house  until  the  20th  Oct.  During  this 
long  interval,  he  had  conceived  that  there 
would  be  some  further  correspondence  on 
the  subject ;  he  had  been,  nowever,  in- 
formed by  the  noble  secretary  of  state, 
that  in  point  of  fact  there  were  no  official 
notes :  there  had  been  some  conversations, 
which,  however,  were  not  in  a  shape  to  be 
laid  before  parliament.  It  was  important, 
however,  that'  their  lordships  should 
be  in  possession  of  all  the  information 
that  could  be  had,  and  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  we  had  at  that  time  two  mi- 
nisters at  Vienna,  one  of  whom  was  there 
on  a  special  mission.  He  therefore  intend- 
ed to  move  for  copies,  or  extracts,  of  Dis- 
patches which  passed  between  his  majesty's 
government  and  the  Austrian  minister, 
and  from  the  British  minister  at  Vienna. — 
The  next  point  on  which  he  i^ished  for 
further  information  related  to  the  note  of 
baron  Budberg,  of  the  50th  of  June.  In 
that  note,  some  charges  affecting  the  ho- 
nour and  character  of  this  country  were 
preferred,  charges  which  it  was  the  duty 
of  his  majesty  s  minister  at  the  court  of 
Russia  to  repel.  These  charges  were 
afterwards  repeated  in  the  note  of  count 
Romanzow,  and  more  spccificalhr  set  forth 
in  the  Russian  Declaration.  They  were 
contained  under  three  heads  :  the  refusal 
to  lend  any  military  assistance  to'  Russia, 
the  refusal  to  facilitate  the  negociation  of 
a  loan  in  this  country,  and  the  vexations 
suffered  by  the  commerce  of  Russia.  Of 
these  three  heads  of  accusation  the  last 
only  was  repelled  in  his  majesty's  Decla- 
ration. The  two  first  were  passed  over  in 
that  perfect  silence,  which  implied  an  ac- 
quiescence in  the  truth  of  the  charges. 
The  first  was  by  far  the  most  serious,  and 
upon  that  he  must  claim  their  lordships  in- 
dulgence 'for  some  time.  The  refusal  to 
make  any  military  diversion  in  favour  of 
the  continent,  was  one  of  the  chief  accusa- 
tions against  that  administration,  of  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  form  a  part.  It  was 
.  a  charge  which  had  been  pressed  against 
them  by  their  opponents  m  all  possible 
shapes.  This  calumny  had  been  indus- 
triously circulated  among  the  public,  and 
much  relied  upon  in  another  place ;  but 
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he  trusted  before  he  sat  down  he  should 
satisfy  their  lordships  that  it  was  whoUy 
unfounded.  His  lordship  here  went  into 
a  detail  of  the  military  operations  upon 
the  continent  during  the  time  the  late  ad- 
ministration were  in  powcf,  ahd  maintain- 
ed that  at  no  time  was  the  course  of  eVents 
such,  as  to  justify. them  in  sending  a  large 
army  to  the  continent.  There  were  only 
three  points  at  which  a  diversion,  or  co-ope- 
ration, could  be  effected.  It « must  have 
been  attempted  either  in  France,  Holland, 
oir  within  the  Baltic.  What  would  25  or 
S0,000  men,  the  most  which  could  have 
been  spared  by  this  country,  effect  against 
the  population  of  France  ?  It  would  be  to 
send  them  to  certain  captivity  or  destruc- 
tion, for  within  three  days,three  times  their 
number  might  be  collected  against  them. 
Was  it  in  Holland  that  this  diversion  wa» 
to  be  attempted-  ?  Independant  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  establishing'magazines,  there  were 
other  obstacles  to  the  effecting  a  descent  in 
that  country.  The  season  rendered  access 
to  the  coast  almost  impossible,  and  there 
was  no  stroug  place  under  cover  of  which 
the  army  couM  take  post.  Was  it  within 
the  Baltic  that  this  diversion  was  to  take 
place  ?  He  would  put  it  to  the  noble 
lord  (Mulgrave,)  both  in  his  military  and 
nautical  .capacity,  to  declare,  whether, 
after  the  Russians  had  been  driven  across 
the  Vistula,  any  descent  could  have  been 
attempted  with  the  smallest  chance  of  suc- 
cess, on  the  coast  of  Denmark.  Stralsiind 
was  the  only  place  where  a  landing  could 
have  been  safely  effected,  and  Swedish 
Pomerania  was  observed  by  a  French  army, 
loo  powerful  for  any  force  that  this  coun- 
try or  Sweden  could  have  collected  in  that 
quarter.  Wherei  then,  was  this  military 
assistance  to  be  given?  Did  the  noble 
lords  opposite  suppose,  that  the  landing  of 
20  or  30,000  men  at  Memel  could  have 
changed  the  fortune  of  the  war  ?  His  no- 
ble friend  behind  him  (lord  Hutchinson) 
could  bear  testimony  that  it  would  not. 
The  Russians  were  so  deficient  in  arrange- 
ments, that  they  were  often  in  want  of 
provisions.  They  had  neglected  to  estab- 
lish magazines  ;  and  the  accession  of  ^uch 
a  force,  instead  of  being  an  advantage, 
would  have  only  added  to  their  ertibarrass- 
ments.  He  trusted  that  he  had  fully  re- 
plied to  this  charge  ;  the  next,  respecting 
the  refusal  to  facilitate  a  loan,  would  be 
more  easily  disposed  of.  Russia,  it  was 
true,  had  proposed  to  make  a  loan  of  six 
millions  in  this  country  ;  but  it  was  found 
upon  consulting  with  some  of  the  fitst  mer- 


chants, that  it  would  be  impossible, 
the    repayment    was  guaranteed  b; 
British  government.  Russia  offered 
cies  of  security,  to  be  sure  ;  namelyj 
the  duties  levied  in  that  country,  upoi 
importation  of  British  goods,  shoul< 
made  payable  here  as  an  export  d 
but  this  being  a  duty  of  a  precariousl 
uncei*tain  nature,  was  not  accepted 
lenders  would  accept  of  nothing  short! 
guarantee  of  the  government ;  and 
for  many  reasons,  could  not  be  gn 
The    negociation,  therefore,  fell   to 
ground. — The  only  charge  remaining 
the  injury  sustained  by  the  Russian  cl 
merce.     It  was  true,  a  number  of  Rui 
vessels  bound  to  the  ports  of  France 
heen  detained  ;  but  they  were  afterw 
released,  and  ample  compensation 
to  those  who  suffered  by  their  detentl 
They  were  released  in  consequence 
representation  from  the  Russian  mini; 
that,  though  France  and  Russia  wen 
war,  there  was  no  interruption  to  the  c< 
mercial  relations  between  the  two  co| 
tries.      In   proof  of  this   he  mention 
that  the  Russian  consuls  remained  at 
the  French  ports,  in  the  full  exercise 
their  functions.  To  this  representation  i 
nrsters  listened,   and  the  detained  sh 
ware  released, and  an  assurance  giyen,uf 
an  understanding  that  they  should  c( 
vey  no  contraband  of  war,  that  they  shoJ 
meet  with  no  interruption  for  the  futu 
The  noble  lord  expressed  his  hopes,  tl 
he  had  in  some  measure  satisfied  their  loi 
ships  as  to  the  injustice  of  some  of  t 
charges  preferred  against  him  and  his  c< 
leagues,  and  the  propriety  of  their  refusi 
to  accede  to  the  proposals  which  made  ti 
subject  of  another ;  and  concluded  wi 
moving  for  the  several  Papers  to  which  i 
had  referred  in  the  course  of  his  speech. 
Lord  Hawkesbwy  felt  it  necessary  i 
him  to  make  some  observations  on  ti 
speech  which  the  noble  lord  had  just  de 
vered.     That  speech  was  principally  di\ 
ded  into  two  heads :  first,  respecting  tl 
Russian  meiliation,  and  the  conduct  of  t 
present  ministers  upon  the  subject ;  s 
condly,   the  noble   lord  had   thought 
necessary  to  go  at  considerable  length  ir 
an  apology  or  defence  of  the  late  minist< 
ft'om  the  charges  which  h^d  been  ma 
against  them  by  persons  in  this  coutiti 
and  by  the  Russian  Declaration,  whi 
charged- the  government  of  this  count 
with  neglecting  to  co-operate  with  th 
allies  on  the  continent.    As  to  the  li 
point,  namely,  the  Rus^daa  mediation, 
'      2  f2         ' 
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must  state  that  .his  majesty's  present  mini- 
sters never  disguised  or  concealed  the  de-  - 
sire  they  had  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
France,  if  such  a  peace  could  be  concluded 
on  fair  and  honourable  terms,  and  sliould 
extend  to  his  majesty's  allies,  as  well  as 
to  his  own  territories.  If  they  bad  thought 
such  a  peace  could  have  been  obtained 
through  ^e  Russian  mediation,  they  would 
have  gladly  embraced  it ;  but  it  was  well 
known  that  Russia  had,  at  the  treaty  of 
Tilsit,  entered  into  secret  articles,  which 
they  could  not  doubt  were  directed  against 
the  interests  of  this  country,  or  perhaps 
against  the  existence  of  some  of  the  powers 
who  were  allies  of  his  majesty.  The  Rus- 
sian minister  the  baron  de  Budberg  him- 
self did  not  deny  that  theVe  were  secret 
articles  prejudicial  to  this  country.  He 
would  not,  however,  state  what  those  arti- 
cles were,  but  only  said, '  that,  upon  his 
>  honour,  the  shutting  of  the  Russian  ports 
.  against  the  English  trade  was  not  one.' 
Under  these  circumstances,  his  majesty's 
ministers  thought  it  necessary  to  ask  what 
was  the  basis  on  which  it  was  proposed  to 
make  peace,,  and  what  were  these  secret 
articles  in  the  treaty  of  Tilsit?  They 
thouglit  that  if  either  the  basis  was  inad- 
missible, or  that  these  secret  articles  went 
directly  to  the  prejudice  of  his  majesty,  or 
'  his  allies,  in  such  case  it  would  be  idle 
and  dangerous  to  carry  on  a  mock  nego- 
ciation  for  peace,  which  could  not  pro- 
duce any  beneficial  effect,  but  which 
would  prove  delusive  to  the  hopes,  and 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  this  country. 
If  a9  honourable  peace  could  be  made, 
his  majesty's  ministers  would  be  glad  to 
conclude  it,  but  if  the  thing  was  impossi- 
ble, they  thought  it  dangerous  to  hold  out 
false  hopes  to  the  country.  No  peace 
could  be  honourable  to  this  country  which 
would  surrender  its  allies  to  the  enemy  ; 
and  as  the  secret  articles  of  the  treaty 
must  be  supposed  to  be  directed  either 
against  his  majesty,  or  his  allies,  it  appear- 
ed to  his  majesty's  ministers,  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  they  should  have 
some  information  on  that  subject  before 
they  could  consent  to  have  the  country 
lulled  into  the  idea  that  they  were  to  ex- 
pect peac^e. — ^As  to  the  second  point  in 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  the  apology 
that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  make  tor 
theiate  ministers  from  the  charges  in  the 
Ilussian  Declaration,  v<4iich  appeared"  to 
him  to  be  countenanced  bv  his  majesty's 
present  ministers ;  he  should  first  observe, 
that  there  was  no  public  document  or  offi- 


cial paper  to  be  found,  in  which  his  mc^es^ 
ty's  ministers  had  countenanced  or  sup- 
ported those  charges.  If,  however,  he  . 
was  called  .upon  to  pronounce  an  opinion, 
it  would  be  hypocritical  in  him  to  deny, 
that  he  thought  the  late  ministers  acted 
in  many  points  from  a  very  different  view 
of  the  subject  from  that  ^hich  was  enter- 
tained by  the  present  mmisters.  lliere 
were  many  points  in  which  he  agreed 
with  what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  some  in  which  he  differed.  He 
agreed  with  him  in  thinking  that  the  late 
ministers  could  not  have  prevented  the 
quarrel  between  France  and  Prussia,  nor 
that  defeat  which  was  so  disaiitroas  to  the 
Prutsian  nation ;  but  although  it  was  out 
of  their  power  to  give  any  effectual  suc- 
cour to  Prussia,  yet  in  tlie  next  campaign, 
which  ended  so  unfortunately,  but  which 
began  so  fortunately — [Here  lord  Grey^ 
asked  across  the  house,  when  or  where  it 
was  fortunate-^]  He  meant  when  the ' 
power  of  Russia  had  been  brought  into 
the  field  to  support  Prussia,  Uien  the 
cause  of  the  continent  appeared  to  be  by 
no  means  in  so  desperate  a  state  as  the 
late  ministers  seemed  to  consider  it.'  If  it 
were  allowed  that  the  French  succeeded 
principally  by  superiority  of  numbers, 
then  it  might  be  supposed  that  a  great 
part  of  that  superiority  might  have  been 
taken. off  by  proper  co-operation,  especi« 
ally  as  it  was  allowed  that  Sweden  was 
ready  to  co-operate  with  its  whole  strength. 
He  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  also  in  the 
principle  he  laid  down,  that  he  would  not 
grant  a  larger  loan  to  any  foreign  power 
than  he  would  a  subsidy,  as  it  might  be 
expected  that  such  loan  would  fall'ulti- 
piately  upon  this  country,  and  that  a  larg*^ 
er  sum  would  be  ask^d  in  the  way  of 
loan  than  would  be  demanded  as  a  subsi- 
dy. He  thought  the  sum  of  six  millions 
was  too  gi'eat  to  give  to  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  either  as  subsidy  or  loan  ;  but  it 
did  not  follow  that  because  that  sum  was 
too  large,  ministers  should  have  drily  re- 
fused him  and  not  given  any  thing.  It 
was  natural  for  the  power  who  asked  as- 
sistance to  name  the  highest  sum,  but  it 
did  not  follow  that  if  that  was  too  great, 
no  assistance  at  all  should  be  given.  Al- 
though he  should  have  objected  to  6  mil* 
lions,  yet,  when  he  considered  that  it  was 
a  campaign  upon  which  the  last  stake  of 
Europe  was  aepending,  he  should  not 
have  objected  to  three  millions,  either  as 
a  subsidy,  or,  if  it  was  more  gratifying  to 
the  pride  of  Russia,  as  a  loan.  He  though^ 
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then,  the  late  ministers  were  wrong  in  not 
giving,  at  least,  that  pecuniary  assistance 
which '  the  circumstances  required,   and 
which  our  allies  had  a  right  to  expect. 
He  thought  also,  that,  although  he  did  not 
charge  S^em  with  any  positive  breach  of 
promise  or  violation  of  any  express  as- 
surance of  co-qpei^ation,  yet  that  they  had 
by  their  expressions.held  out  a  hope,  and 
induced  a  belief  in  the  allies  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  co-operate.    Those  hopes 
and  expectations  had  been  deceived,  and 
the  continent  were  now  taught  to  look 
npon  this  country  as  a  nation  that  goaded 
others,  but  which  avoided  partaking  in  the 
dangers  and  losses  of  a  continent  war. 
He  thought  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  run  the  risk  of  a  loss  of  troops,  than 
to  lose  our  national  honour,  and  be  con- 
sidered a  country  which  would  involve 
others  in  dangers  which  we  oui*selves  would 
decline.     He  also  ithought  that  the  late 
ministers  had  been  wrong  in  talking  of  co- 
operations, when  they  made  ho  prepara- 
tions tor  that  purpose.    So  far  from  having 
a  proper  number  of  transports  ready,  they 
actually  discharged  in  the  month  of  March 
many  transports,  which  had  before  been 
in  the  service  of  government.     After  a 
variety  of  observations  on  the  other  parts 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  his  lord- 
ship concluded  with  expressing  a  readiness 
to  grant  many  of  the  papers  moved  for  ; 
but  there  were  some  which  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  produce. 

Earl  Moira  conceived  that  his  majesty's 
present  ministers  had  no  right  to  ask  Rus- 
sia to  communicate  the  secret  articles  of 
the  treaty  she  had  been -forced  to  sign  at 
Tilsit,  if  the  emperor  of  Russia  signed 
secret  articles,  he  had  pledged  his  honour 
that  they  should  be  secret,  and  we  could 
not  reasonably  expect  him  to  violate  that 
pledge.  At  the  sam^  moment,  however, 
and  in  the  same  breath,  that  we  denied 
the  power  of  Russia  to  be  a  fair  guarantee 
between  us  and  France,  and  rejected  that 
mediation,  we  solicited  it  as  between  us 
and  Denmark,  and  thought  that,  in  that 
case,  her  guarantee  was  quite  sufficient. 
If  the  late  ministers,  however,  did  not  send . 
an  army  to  the  assistance  of  Russia,  it 
was  because  no  army  which  this  country 
could  send  had  the  smallest  chance  of 
turning  the  &te  of  the  last  unfortunate 
campaign.  .The  greatest  force  that  was 
ever  spoken  of  as  possible  to  attempt  a 
diversion  with,  was  80,000  British  troops 
and  15,000  Swedes.  This  force,  collected 
at  Stralsuad^  could  haye  had  but  yery  little 


effect  on  the  campaign.     It  would  not*  have 
prevented  the  defeat  of  .the  Russians,  and 
if  the  event  of  the  battle  had  even  turned 
out  the  other  way;  and  that  the  French 
had  been  defeated,  still  that  force  would 
have  been  too  small  to  throw  in  th«  rear 
of  such  an  immense  army  on  its  retreat. 
It.  was  impossible  that  this  force  could 
have  acted  upon  the  flank  of  th«  enemy, 
for  they  were  covered  by  great  vivers,  the 
Oder  and  the  Vistula.     In  sucVi  an  expe- 
dition, our  risk  would  not  be  merely  an 
army,  but  it  would  be  the  army  of  G. 
Britain.      This  certainly  should  not  be 
risked,  unless  there  was  a  probability  of 
gaining  some  most  important  advantage. 
The  fact  was,  that  the;  late  ministers  were 
conmced  upon  the  fullest' consideration, 
that  the  troops  whic:h  they  could  send 
were  not  Kkely  to  jiroduce  any  import- 
ant effect,  and  that    there  was  only  one 
chance  remaining  fjr  Europe.    To  that 
one  chance  they  paii  i  the  utmost  attention. 
That  chance  was  tbiat  Austria  might  be 
brought  to  move,  ar  id  that  if  the  Austrian 
army  marched  dow  n  to  the  Lower  Elbe, 
behind  the  qommuni  ications  of  the  French 
army,   in  that  caset  Europe  would  have 
had  a  fair  chance  <  >f  its  deliverance.     If 
that  chance  tad  occurred,,  the  circum- 
stances would  have  arrived  in  whidi  the 
late  ministers  woul  d  have  been  prepared 
to  co-operate  with  1 1  military  force.  Com- 
bined with  the  A  nstrians,    every  thmg 
might  be  hoped  for  ;  but  if  merely  com- 
bined with  the  Sv  redes,  the  danger  that 
our  army  would  imn  was  much  greater 
than  any  chance  th  ley  could  have  of  alter- 
ing the  fate  of  the  c  .*ampaign.     It^appeared 
firom  all  accounts,    that  the  French  army 
had  a  superiority  over  the  Russians  of  at 
least  60,000  men ;    and  when  it  was  con- 
sidered in  how  dif  ferent  a  manner  the  two# 
armies  were  conmaanded;  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  any  reinforcement  we  con  id 
have  sent  would  have  out-balanced  t  his 
disproportion  in  numbers.     He  utterly  de- 
nied that  the  Russians  had  ever  any  ?  jros- 
pect   of  sTiccess,  although  their  sr  ^uliers 
gained  immortal  honour  at  Eylau.      It  was 
a  military  policy  in  all  countries  to   endea- 
your  to  keep  the  people  in  good  hu  jnour  by 
giving  very  favourable  account'  ^  of  their 
military  successes ;  but  the  fact  ,was,  that 
in   the  battle  of  Pultusk,   (w  ixich    they 
claimed  as  a  victory,)  they  w  gre  defeated 
with  the   loss  of  80  pieces      of  caimon, 
and  the  Russtaa  army  wou^  id  have  been 
utterly  annihilated,  if  the  b  ladness  of  the 
roads. had  apt  prevented  a  t    lirision  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


443]        PAUL.  DEBATES,  ?£».  1 1,  1808.— £ar/  Grey's  Motion  relatwe  io        [444 


the  French   artoy   firom  coming   up    in 
time. 

Lord  Hutchinson  hoped  the  house  would 
sdlow  him  to  state  some  matters  which, 
from  the  situation  he  had  held,  were  within 
his  own  personal  knowledge.  The  Russian 
army  never  had  any  chance  of  succeeding 
in  the  campaign,  or  even  in  the  battle  of 

Slau,  where  they  fought  so  bravely, 
e  French  had  certainly  the  victory. 
They  remained  for  ten  days  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  immediately  after  made  them- 
selves masters  of  the  magazines  at  Elbing, 
and  returned  to  their  cantonments,  where 
they  efiectually  covered  the  blockade  of 
several  strong  towns,  which  afterwards 
surrendered  to  them.  At  that  time  the 
king  of  Prussia  retired  from  Konigsbergto 
Memel,  and  not  thinking  himself  quite 
safe  there,  had  even  engaged  a  house  at 
Riga.  On  the  23d  of  Feb.  he  wrote  to 
ministers,  menticmin:^  that  a  French  gene- 
ral had  arrived  at  Memel  to  propose  a  se- 
parate peace ;  and  if  the  count  de  Zastrow 
supported  the  idea  of  a  separate  peace,  it 
was  not  because  he  vras  less  attacned  than 
aiiy  other  man  to  the  cause  of  Prussia  and 
the  continent,  but  because  he  knew  the 
situation  of  Russia*  smd  Prussia,  and  was 
convinced  that  they^  had  jao  chance  by 
continuing  the  contefst.  In  the  beginning 
of  April  he  had  had  a  long  conversation 
with  the  emperor  of  Russia,  who  after- 
wards referred  him  to  one  of  his  ministers, 
who  told. him,  that  as  soon  as  the  Russian 
guards  came  up  they  would  be  superior  in 
number  to  the  French,  and  were  deter- 
mined to  attack  them.  The  Russians  nei- 
ther knew  the  force  that  opposed  them, 
nor  how  much  their  own  numbers  in  the 
field  were  inferior  to  their  armies  upon 
paper. — ^The  noble  loni  was  then  proceed- 
ing to  state  the  iiature  of  different  dis- 
patches between  him  and  the  present  mi- 
nisters, when 

Ear]  Batkurst  rose  to  order.  He  thought  it 
w.%s  completely  out  of  order  for  any  noble 
lord  to  state,  at  his  own  pleasure,  all  the 
conversations  between  kings  atid  emperors, 
'which,  from  his  official  situation,  he  might 
have  heard,  or  to  divulge  the  confidential 
communications  which  took  place  between 
him  an  d  his  government ;  and  if  it  was 
competent  for  any  one  individual  to  do  so, 
it  was  enually  competent  for  any  other 
individual  in  his  majesty's  service. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  that  whether 
the  noble  1  ord  acted  right  or  not  in  enter- 
ing into  th/$se  details,  they  were  com- 
pletely rele\fant  to  the  question  under  dis- 


cussion, and  therefore  that  he  could  not  be 
said  to  be  out  of  order.  ^ 

Lord  Grtnville  wished  to  know  whether 
their  lordships  would  submit  to  the  doc- 
trine, that  it  was  quite  regular,  as  had  been 
done  in  another  place,  to  read  partial  ex- 
tracts from  corrospondence,  where,  by 
stopping  short  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence, 
the  meaning  was  altogether  perverted,  and 
'  that  they,  should  be  debarred  from  the 
privilege  of  rectifying  the  false  impressions 
to  which  this  conduct  had  given  rise? 
And  he  would  ask,  whether  it  was  for  those 
who  had  themselves  set  the  exam{)le  of 
publishing  garbled  extracts  from  official 
papers,  which  of  all  others  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  most  secret  aiid  confi- 
dential, to  complain  of  his  noble  friend, 
particularly  when  it  was  recollected  that 
lie  deemed  it  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
justification  of  his  own  character,  which 
had  been  most  wantonly  and  falsely  as- 
persed ? 

The  Lor^C7//ifM;e//or  reminded  the  noble 
lord  that  it  was  a  great  breach  of  order  in 
that  house  to  refer  or  allude  to  any  thing 
which  had  -  passed  in  another  house  of 
parliament.  And  if  a  breach  of  order  had 
been  committed  and  permitted  in  another 
place,  that  was  surely  no  reason  why  a  si- 
milar breach  of  order  should  be  tolerated 
by  their  lordships.  He  was  clearly-  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  disorderly  in  any  per- 
son who  had  been  employed  in  a  public 
capacity  to  read  a  part,  or  to  disclose  the 
contents  of  a  public  dispatch,  without  the 
leave  of  his  majesty,  to  whom  that  dis- 
patch was  supposed  to  belong ;  and  he 
thought  that  they  had  already  gone  a 
very  dangerous  length  in  allowing  a  mi- 
nute of  a  conversation,  supposed  to  have 
passed  between  an  acci*edited  minister  and 
a  foreign  sovereign,  without  his  majesty's 
permission  to  that  effect. 

Earl  Grey  contended  that  his  noble 
friend  was  not  reading  a  dispatch,  and 
much  less  a  partial  and  garbled  extract 
from  such  dispatch,  when  he  had,  in  his 
opinion,  been  most  improperly  called  to 
order  by  a  noble  earl.  He  had  been 
merely  giving  an. account  of  his  public 
conduct,  in  perfect  consistency  with  his 
duty,  and,  as  he  conceived,  within  the 
rules  of  order  by  which  discussions  in 
that  house  werA  regulated.  He  was  hap- 
py, however,  to  hear  from  so  high  an  au-^ 
thority  as  the  noble  lord  upon  the  wool- 
sack, an  admission  of  the  impropriety  and 
indecency  of  reading  extracts  from  dis- 
patches, which  he  asserted  to  be  the  pro^ 
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perty  of  his  miyesty,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  animadyersions  of  the  noble  lord  upon 
this  novel  and*  dangerous  practice,  would 
operate  as  a  useful  lesson  to  those  by 
whom  it  had  been  introduced.  With  ail 
due  deference,  however,  to  the'  opinion  of 
the  learned  and  iloble  lord,  he  submitted 
it  to  the  house,  whether,  after  so  foul  a 
use  (for  foul,  he  must  call  it)  as  had  been 
made  of  the  letters  of  his  noble  friend,  he 
was  not  to  be  permitted  to  state  the  facts 
as  they  really  stood  in  his  own  vindica- 
tion, and  whether,  after  his  conduct  and 
character  had  been  arraigned,  he  was  not 
to  be  suffered  to  wipe  off  the  aspersions' 
which  had  been  cast  upon  him  by  declaring 
the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth  of  the  case. 
He  must  suppo§e,  however,  from  what  had 
just  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  upon  the 
woolsack,  that  had  an  attempt  been  made 
to  do  a  thing  so  irregular,  and  fraught 
with  so  much  danger,  as  to  read,  in  his 
hearing;  extracts  from  any  public  and 
official  communications  unauthorized  and 
uncalled  upon,  he  would  immediately  have 
interrupted  the  person  by  whom  the  at- 
tetitpt  was  made.  He  would  not  allude 
to  any  thing  that  had  passed  in  another 
place,  but  it  was  rather  surprising,  that 
the  noble  lord  upon  the  woolsack,  with 
these  rigorous  sentiments  respecting  duty 
and  oi*der,  did  not  on  this  very  evening 
admonish  the  noble  secretary  of  state  of 
his  irregularity,  in  reading  a  part  of  a 
public  dispatch,  to  which  their  lordships' 
attention  had  been  called  in  the  course  of 
his  speech.  At  any  rate,  after  the  reproof 
which  had  now  been  administered,  he 
hoped  that  the  noble  secretary  would  kiss 
the  I'od  with  meekness,  and  receive  the 
chastiseniient  with  humble  submission. 

Lord  Howhesbury  said,  that  it  certainly 
was  highly  irregular  to  refer  to  any  thing 
which  had  passed  in  another  place,  and  he 
conceived  it  to  be  very  improper  for  any 
noble  lord,  who  had  been  employed  in  a 
public  capacity,  to  disclose  the  secrets  of 
his  mission ;  .  particularly  without  any 
previous  communication  with  those  to 
whom  his  dispatches  were  .addressed.  He 
knew  of  no  charge  or  imputation  that  had 
been  brougfht  against  the  noble  lord,  and 
therefore  he  considered  such  a  disclosure, 
in  the  present  instance,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  altogether  unnecessary. 

lord  Grenmlle  insisted  that  his  noble 
friend  had  said  nothing  which  was  not 
necessary  for  his  own  vindication  from 
a  charge  which  was  brought  against  him 
in  the  Morning  Post,  and  which  was  there 


imputed  to  his  majesty's  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs* 

Lord  Midgrave  reminded  the  noble  lord, 
that  if  the  Morning  Post  contained  any 
thing  improper,  there  was  an  authority  in 
another  place  quite  competent  to  set  it  to 
rights. 

Lord  Hutchinson  continued :  As  soon 
as  he  found  that  the  Russians  were  not 
likely  to  advance,  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  send  $i  sin* 
gle  man  to  the  continent..  He  gave  every 
degree  of  credit  to  the  bravery  of  the  Rus- 
sian troops,  but  the  French  had  every 
kind  of  advantage  over  them  ;  and  in  no 
mission  on  which  he  might  be  sent  would 
he  ever  deceive  th«  country,  by  represent* 
ing  things  in  a  different  point  of  view 
from  that  in  which  he  saw  them.  In  the 
month  of  June,  Buonaparte,  a  greater 
master  of  the  art  of  military  movements 
than  any  man  who  perhaps  ever  existed, 
had  assembled  a  corps  of  40,000  men 
upon  the  Elbe,  upon  which;  in  case  of 
sustaining  any  misfortune,  he  (!:ould  have 
fallen  back,  so  that  though  at  that  time 
there  had  been  30,000  English  and  Swedes 
at  Stralsund/  they  might  have  met  .with 
some  disaster,  but  coi&d  have  done  na 
good. 

LoTd  GrenviUe  had  looked  forward  with 
considerable  anxiety  to  this  night's  dis- 
cussion, to  which  he  trusted  for  the  vin- 
dication of  his  own  character,  and  that 
of  his  colleagues,  from  several  charges 
which  had  been  brought  against  their 
conduct  while  in  administration.  His 
anxiety  had  been  much  relieved  by  the 
candid  admission  of  the  noble  secreta- 
ry of  state,  who  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  had  deserted  several  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  charge  which  had  been  thrown 
oujt  on  other  occasions,  but  which  he  was 
happy  to  find  were  now  done  away.  If 
any  person  had  ever  been  so  silly  and  so 
little  of  a  statesman  as  to  suppose  .that 
any  provision  could  have  been  made  for 
the  rupture  between  Prussia  arid  France, 
their  opinion  would  probably  be  correct- 
ed by  the  admission  of  the  noble  secre- 
tary on  this  evening,  that  no  such  pro- 
vision was  to  be  expected.  In  addition 
to  what  his  noble  friend  (earl  Grey)  had 
said  on  this  subject,  he  had  only  one  par- 
ticular to  subjoin,  viz.'  that  the  Prussian 
minister  was  recalled  from  this  country, 
where  he  had  been  invited  to  stay,  as 
an  organ  of  amicable  communication,  in 
the  .middle  of  August,  and  so  rapid  were 
the  decisions  of  the-  court  of  Berlin,  that 
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he  was  apprized  of  the  change  of  system 
on  his  arrival  at  Hamburgh.     In  the  Rus- 
sian Declaration  it  had  been  stated,  that 
this  government  had  not  acted  upon  as- 
surances which  had  been  given  of  send- 
ing a  military  force  to  the  continent,  in 
order  to  create  a  diversion  in  favour  of 
the  allies,     "the  noble  secretary  had  ad- 
mitted  in  his  speech  that  no  such  as- 
surances had  ever  been  given;    but  he 
considered  his  majesty's  Declaration  as 
extremely  defective,  m  not  replying  to 
the  aliegation  of  our  not  acting  upon  those 
assurances,  by  the  assertion,  the  truth  of 
which  th^  noble  secretary  had  admitted 
in  debate,  and  which  was  necessary  to 
the  exculpation  of  the  present  ministers, 
their  predecessors,  and  the  country.     He 
had  been  a  good  deal  surprised  to  find  no 
Note  upon  this  subject  in  the  Correspon- 
dence which  had  taken  place  between  his 
majesty's  ambassador  and  the  ministers  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia.     He  was  satisfied 
with  the  assurance  of  the  noble  secretary, 
that  no  opportunity  had  occurred  of  pre- 
senting such  a  note ;  still  however,  this 
circumstance  rendered  it  more  necessary 
that  the  calumny  should  be  refiited  in 
the  counter-declaration.    But,  instead  of 
.  this,  ministers  had  left  the  cause  of  the 
country  to  shift  for  itself,  because  they 
could  not  do  justice  to  the  country  with- 
out likewise  doing  justice  to  their  prede- 
cessors.   There  was  another  charge  from 
which  he  had  been  relieved — not,  indeed, 
by  the  admission  of  the  noble  secretary, 
but  by  something  still  more  eloquent — his 
silence.     His  noble  friend  had  called  upon 
ministers  when  they  talked  of  diversions, 
fo  specify  the  time,  place,  and'mod^,  m 
which  those  diyersions  ought  to  have  been 
made  ;  but  the  noble  secretary  could  nei- 
ther name  a  moment  for  such  an  attempt, 
nor  put  his  finger  upon  a  point  of  land  to 
which  an  expedition  could  have  been  sent 
with  advantage.    So  that  this  point,  like 
the  others,  when  it  was  touched,  crumbled 
into  dust.  *  But,  said  the  noble  secretary, 
if  we  could  not  make  diyersions  we  should 
at  least  have  made  ^preparations.     If  a 
case  did  not  occur,  a  case  might  occur. 
To  this  he  thought  it  no  bad  answer  for  a 
statesman  to  say,  that  in  fact  no  such  case 
ever  had  occurred.     He  confessed,  that 
iirom  the  first  opening  of  the  campaign, 
neither  he  nor  his  colleagues  were  sanguine 
in  their  hopes  of  success,  and  while  they 
were  endeavouring  to  counteract  the  fiai- 
tal  delusion,  in  which  the  country  fix>m 
long  habits  was  too  pvose  to  indulge,  he  had 


not  forgotten  the  pains  which  were  taken 
lo  represent  them  as  gloomy,  spiritless, 
and  apprehensive,  because  they  would  not 
condescend,  by  an  empty  shew  of  prepa- 
ration, to  court  a  reputation  for  vigour. 
There  was  only  on6  case,  in  which  be 
thought  that  great  and  ample  sacrifices 
ought  to  have  been  made,  in  the  event  of 
procuring  the  co-operation  of  Austria. — 
But  the  noble  lord  had  said,  th^  pecuniary 
aid  might  have  been  afforded;  that  the 
late  ministers  refiised  even  to  sanction  a 
Russian  loan  in  this  country  of  six  millions. 
To  this  he  would  answer,  tlHtt  unde^r  the 
state  of  affairs  on  the  continent,  wh«n  faci- 
lities of  raising  money  were  required  of 
this  country,  the  money  could  not  be  ob- 
tained here  without  the  guar&ntee  of  go- 
vernment ;  and,  taugiit  by  the  experience 
of  a  former  guarantee  for  an  Austrian  loan, 
it    behoved  the  late  government  to  act 
with  some  caution  before  die  gave  ano- 
ther guarantee  for  such  a  sum  as  6  mil- 
lions, which  might  ultimately  fall  as  a 
burthen  on    the  people  of  this  co)imtry.  , 
But,  said  the  noble  lord,  yon  might  have 
granted  a  subsidy  of  3  millions,  and  you 
would  then  at  least  have  shewn  yoor  zeal 
to  assist  Russia,  and  secured  her  good  opi- 
nion, by  shewing  her,  that  yoo  felt  for  her 
distresses.     He  would  answer,  that  they 
were  ready  to  subsidize,  if  it  could  have 
been  shewn  that  any  good  was  to  be  gained 
by  it.     Noble  lords  said,  but  why  did  you 
not  at  least  make  a  shew  of  diversiim,  by 
collecting  a  large  fleet  of  transports,  aiui 
a  march  of  troops  to  your  coasts,  in  order 
to  excite  alarm  in  the  enemy  and  divide 
his  attention?  To  this  he  would  answer, 
that  the  enemy  knew  as  well  as' we  that 
we  could  not  be  serious  in  such  an  enter- 
prize,  which  served  only  Jo  delude  our 
ally,  and  encourage  him  to  continue  a 
fruitless  contest.    Still,  his  lordslup  said, 
the  country  was  not  with6ut  resources, 
and  could  have  gone  very  great  lengths 
both  in  military  and  pecuniary  aids,  had 
there  been  a  probability  of  such  aid  being 
in  any  way  useful ;  and  as  to  an  observa- 
tion made  that  the  late  ministry  should 
have  advised  Rus^a  to  make  peace  witt 
France,  he  would  not  transgress  the  point 
of  order  so  recently  discussed,  by  stating 
the   contents  of  dispatches;  but  if  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  would '  read  the 
Rusdan  dispatches  of  the  last  three  months, 
he  was  confident  he  would  never  again 
comenlown  to  that  house,  and  rebuke  him 
on  the  same  ground. — The  noble  lord  next 
adyertsd  to  the  disastrous  issue  of  the  wao 
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and  the  final  loss  of  Europe — a  consequence 
which  he  did  not  hesitate  to  impute  to  a 
measure  from  which  he  was  always  strongly 
averse,  and  which,  had  not  the  country 
and  the  world  sustained  the  calamitous  loss 
of  a  great  statesman  now  no  more,  proba- 
bly might  not  have  happened,  namely, 
the  last  continental  coalition  of  the  powers 
of  Europe  in  1 805,  stirred  up  by  this  coun- 
try to  a  renewal  of  the  war  against  France, 
at  a  time  when  they  were  actually  unpre- 
pared for  such  a  contest.  The  utter  defeat 
of  Austria  was  one  of  the  first  fruits  of 
that  conflict,  which  was  commenced  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  opinion  and  advice 
of  the  ablest  authority  in  the  German 
empire,  and  that  defeat  had  been  followed 
by  the  complete  subjugation  of  the  conti- 
nent to  the  power  of  France.  He  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  confidence,  that 
the  house  and  the  country  were  now  satis- 
fied ;  and  that  he  should  never  hear  it 
urged  again,  that  any  thing  done^  or  omit- 
ted to  be  done,  by  nis  majesty's  late  mi- 
nisters, had  any  thkig  to  do  in  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  subjugation  of  Europe. 

Lord  Mulgrave  replied  briefly,  and  con- 
tended that  a  successfiil  diversion  might 
have  been  effected  by  a  timely  supply  of 
troops  fiwm  this  country. — ^The  question 
was  then  put^  and  agreed  to  without  a 
^  division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  February  1 1 . 

Droits  of.  Admiralty.]  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  said  he  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  house  by  any  prefatory  remarks  to 
^e  motion  which  he  was  about  to  submit ; 
hr  that  motion  being  the  ground  of  a 
paiiiamentary  proceeding,  he  conceived 
that  it  would  be  consented  to  without  op- 
pontioii.  He  should  therefore  content 
liiiiiself  with  simply  moving,  '*  That  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  an  account  of  ail 
captures  made  at  sea  by  the  naval  forces 
of  this  country*  which  were  claimed  to 
remain,  and  which  did  remain,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Crown  since  the  year  1792, 
specifying  each  capture  and  its  amount, 
with  the  particular  appropriation  of  the 
proceeds  thereof 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  doubted 
whether  the  specification  of  every  indivi- 
dual capture  could  be  obtained.  At  any 
rate,  such  a  specification  would  require 
considerable  time  to  prepare.  He  entered 
into  an  explanation  of  the  right  of  his  ma- 
juty  to  these  Droits^  which  resolved  itself 

Vol.  X. 


into  tWQ  distinct  parts:  the  right'  of 
crown,  and  the  right  as  lord  high  adm 
If  any  complaint  were  made  with  res 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  fund  had  I 
appropriated  by  the   crown,  that  m 
form  the  ground  of  parliamentary  enq 
and  reprehension ;  but  with  regard  to 
fimd  itself,  the  right  of  the  crown  to 
appropriation  of  it  was  unquestionable 
considerable  proportion  or  this  fund 
been  granted  to  captors  under  various 
cumstances ;  many  grants  had  been  m 
for  the  public  service ;  and,  it  being  C( 
pletely  under  his  majesty's  controul,  gn 
had  also  been  occasionally  made  for 
benefit  of  the  younger  branches  of 
royal  family.     None  of  these  approp 
tions  could  be  characterized  as  misap] 
cations.     The  hon.  baronet  had  an 
doubted  right  to  know  what  was  the  gi 
amount  of  that  fund,  and  what  part 
mained  undisposed.     If,  on  the  product 
of  those  accounts,  the  hon.  baronet  sho 
require  an  account  of  the  mode  in  wh 
the  fund  had  been  appropriated,  the  hoi 
would  doubtless  expect  some  strong  al 
gations  before  they  would  consent  to 
request.     For  these  reasons,  and  to  faci 
tate  the  attainment  of  the  hon.  barone 
object,  he  submitted  to  him  the  proprie 
of  confining  his  motion  to  the  total  amou 
of  the  captures  from  the  period  mention 
by  him,  and  of  that  part  of  the  proced 
of  those  captures  which  remained  undi 
posed  of  at  the  present  time. 

Sir  F,  Burdett  had  no  objection  to  fc 
low  the  line  chalked  out  by  the  right  ho 
gent. ;  for  the  great  object  he  had  in  vie 
at  this  time  was  to  have  the  amount  befo 
the  house.  He  had  not,  indeed,  as  y 
stated  any  facts  of  misapplication ;  yet  1 
apprehended  the  house  would  not  endu 
that  so  large  a  sum  should  be  at  the  di 
posal  of  the  crown,  without  any  inquir 
even  although  it  should  be  admitted  th 
the  crown  had  the  legal  right,  of  whic 
however,  considerable  doubts  were  ente 
tained. 

Sir  C  Pole  expressed  his  approbation 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet,  for  all  I 
reflections  on  the  subject  convinced  hi 
that  the  admiralty  court  ought  to  be  up< 
a  new  footing. 

The  Advocate  General  observed,  that  t] 
admiralty  court  had  nothing  to  do  wJ 
the  subject  of  this  motion.  Before  d 
house  proceeded  any  further  in  it,  it  vi 
proper  that  it  should  know  what  grpun 
could  be  made  out  for  an  inquiry.  T 
captured  property  came  to  the  king  in 
2G 
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double  capacity.    That  which  was  seized 
before  the  declaration  of  war,  and  the  is- 
suing of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals, 
belonged  to  him  jirr^  corotut.    That  which 
was  captured  afterwards,  was  his  as  lord 
high  admiral,  whose  rights  accrued  to  the 
crown  when  the  office  was  put  ioto  com- 
mission.   But  it  was  the  custom  to  give 
up  what  part  belonged  to  him  in  this  ca- 
pacity, or,  afler  the  issuing  of  reprisals,  to 
the  captors.    Another  species  ot  property 
was  that  which  was  captured  in  port,  or 
by  such  as  were  not  licensed  captors, 
liiis  was  properly  the  Droits  of  Admi- 
ralty, and  beioBgine  to  the  king  in  vir- 
tue of  the  office  of  high  admiral.     In 
1795,  when  the  French  made  an  irruption 
into  Holland,  encouragement  was  held  out 
to  the  inhabitants  to  remove  to  a  neutral 
country,  and  if  they  did  this,  the  property 
detained  here  on  that  occasion  was  to  be 
restoi'ed  to  them.    But  as  they  had  not 
done  this,  it  was  condemned  to  the  crown 
as  taken  befove  reprisals.     The  Spanish 
property  seized  before  reprisals  in  1796, 
was  also  condemned  as  the  Droits  of  the 
Admiralty.     On  the  breaking  oat  of  the 
war  in  May,  1803,  hostilities  were  not 
commenced  a^inst  Holland  till  the  16th 
of  June  following;  Dutch  property,  how* 
ever,  was  detained  in  the  m«an  time,  and 
afterwards  condemned  as  priz^  to  the  crown. 
Spanish,  Prussian,  and  Danish  property 
was  condemned  under    similar    circupi- 
staoces,  the  captors  having  no  claim ;  and. 
in  case  of  a  convention  to  restore  it  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  the  crown  would  be  bound 
to  do  so.    But  no  convention  of  that  sort 
existed,  and  consequently  the  property  re- 
mained at  the  disposal  of  the  crown.  Then 
how  was  it  applied  ?  A  moiety,  or  perhaps 
two-thirds  was  granted  as  a  reward  to  the 
captors  —  a  circumstance  that  must  be 
pleasing  to  the  hon.*baronet  (Pole)  who 
was  so  anxious  for  the  interests  of  the  naval 
service.     Another  part  had  been  applied 
to  the  relief  of  the  public  exigencies  of 
the  state,  to  the  extent  of  two  millions — 
one  having  been  granted  some  time  ago, 
and  another  lately.   Part  had  been  applied 
to  the  relief  of  those  who  had  sunered 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.    The 
Spanish  government  had  sequestrated  pro- 
perty belonging  to  this  country,  which,  hf 
a  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  they 
had  engaged  to  restore.     This  was  not 
done,  and  some  of  the  captured  property 
belonging  to  the  crown,  was  applied  to 
the  relief  of  the  suflferers.    Another  part 
<^had  been,  granted  to,  captors  who  had  not 


been  allowed  to  act  under  the  ordinary 
discretionary  powers;  and  another  to  those 
who  had  sufibred  ft-om  the  insolvency  of 
captors*     These  had  been  the  different 
modes  in  which  this  property  had  been 
disposed  of.    But  he  did  not  by  any  mean» 
wish  to  keep  out  of  view,  that  a  very  small 
part  of  it  had,  out  of  his  majesty's  grace 
and   liberality,    been  conferred    on    the 
younger  branches  of  his  family.    Was  he 
the  only  father  in  the  kingdom  who  was 
not  to  be  allowed  to  make  grants  out  of 
funds,  appertaining  to  him  by  law,  to  his 
own  children  ?     If  any  thought  so,  he  was> 
^  not  ashamed  to  say  that  he  differed  froin< 
them.    The  house  would  dispose  of  the 
motion  as  it  pleased,  but  no  instance  of 
misapplication  had  been  stated ;  no  grounds 
of  inquiry  had  been  laid.    The  house  wa» 
competent,  certainly,  to  go  into  such  aa 
inquiry,  but  in  his  opinion  no  reason  had 
been  assigned  for  the  exercise  of  its  righl 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Lu$hington  perfectly  agreed  witb^ 
the  last  speaker,  that  this  motion  had  no 
reference  to  the  Admiralty  Court.     He 
also  agreed  with  him  in  *  the  greater  part 
of  what  he  said  relative  to  the  right  of  the 
crown  to  this  property ;  but  differed  fironi' 
him  materially  as  to  the  constant  propriety 
of  the  implication.    One  instance  of  mis-^ 
application  he  would  state  to  the  house.. 
An  hon.  baronet  (sir  H»  Popham)  whom 
he  saw  in  his  place,  had,  in  the  year  1787, 
obtained  leave  of  absence  on  half  pay  firom 
the  naval  service,  in  which  he  was  then  a 
lieutenant    He  went  to  Ostend,  and  Uiere 
procured  a  ship^  U:^  Etrusco,  bearing  the 
imperisd  flag,  in  which  he  freighted  « 
cargo  for  the  East  Indies.    He  there  ex* 
changed  his  vessel  for  an  American  ship, 
^and.  carried  a  cargo  to  Canton  in  China; 
having  taken  in  a  fresh  cargo  there,  of 
which  a  Freach  supercargo  at  Cantoa  had 
a  share,  he  sailed  finst  for  Ireland,  and 
from  that  to  Dungeness,  where  he  landed 
goods,    or,  in  plain  English,    smuggled 
them.    Lieut.  Bowen  of  &e  Brilliant  firi* 
^te,  capt.  Bobinson,  seized  the  ship  in 
Ostend  Roads,  after  a  person  had  escaped 
on  shore  with  part  of  the  goods.    This 
vessel  was  brought  to  judgment  in  the 
Admiralty  Court    During  the  proceed- 
ings, the  hon.  baronet  claimed  his  shsure  of 
the  cargo  and .  freight ;  but  when  it  be- 
came necessary  to  serve  a  process  of  the 
court  upon  him,  he  was  not  to  be  found, 
and,  in  ^ort,  had  absconded.    The  ship 
was  condemned;  but  for  all  the  tvooble^ 
the  incQiiveaieiiyce«  and  lo»  of  Ihbo  occa** 
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«ioned  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business, 
capt.  Robinson  did  not  receive  one  shil- 
ling. Yet  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  a 
treasury  warrant,  signed  by  the  marquis  of 
Blandfocd  and  Mr^  Long,  founded  upon  a 
report  for  that  purpose,  reluctantly  signed, 
as  he  understood,  by  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(the  Advocate^eneral)  25,000/.  was  re- 
stored to  the  hon.,  baronet;  being  the 
amount  of  his  claim,  and  that  too  without 
deducting  from  it  any  of  the  expences  of 
the  process.  It  was  some  time,  indeed, 
before  the  right  hon.  gent,  (the  Advocate- 
General)  could  be  induced  to  give  a  re- 
commendation to  this  effect,  and  his  scru- 
ples were  highly  to  his  credit.  These 
circumstances  formed  part  of  the  Records 
of  the  Admiralty  Court,  but  he  had  only 
seen  the  papers  that  morning.  Here,  then, 
was  an  application  of  a  Jar^e  sum  as  a  re- 
ward for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
country.  He  was  dad,  therefore,  that  a 
4isp96ition  appeiu«a  to  •examine  this  sub- 
ject, but  he  thought  the  business  would  be 
very  imperfectly  done  unless  the  house 
attended  to  the  application  of  the  money, 
which  was,  perhaps,  the  most  material 
point  of  the  whole« 

Sir  H&me  PopAoaa  observed,  that  having 
be«a  thus  personally  attacked,  he  could 
not  but  offer  a  few  observations  in  his  own 
vindication.  Although,  if  the  hon.  gent. 
wko  had  thrown  out  such  aspersions  as 
had  never  been  used  in  that  house,  had 
given  him  any  previous  intimation  of  his 
intention  to  bring  forward  circumstances 
in  which  he  was  particularly  concerned, 
he  would  have  been  better  prepared  to 
meet  his  statement*  He  would,  however, 
now  advert^o  a  plain  and  well  known  fact. 
Tlie  house  would  recollect  he  went  to  the 
East  Indies  at  a  period  of  profound  peace, 
and  had  been  there  employed  in  the  ser- 
▼ice  of  the  East  India  Company.  If  the 
hon.  gent,  would  consult  the  records  of  the 
kidia  House,  he  would  find  that  lord 
Comwallis,  the  Governor  General,  and  the 
Council,  had  recommended  him  strongly 
to  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  said  Uiat  he 
had  deserved  that  die  directors  should 
apply  to  the  Admiralty'  to  promote  him. 
He  had  besides  received  acknowledgments 
and  presents  for  his  services.  If,  from  his 
anxiety  to  be  actively  employed,  and  to 
j^ain  experience  in  his  profession,  he  had 
m  a  moment  of  irritation  gone  out  to  India 
onder  u  neutral  flag  (which  perhaps  he 
now  regretted),  he  had  only  fdllowed  the 
example  of  many  other  naval  officers,  and 
be  could  net  )xt\f  thifiking  it  straflge,  iStxsit 


after  the  lapse  of  more  than  20  years,  he 
should  thus  be  singled  outfor  peculiar  ani- 
madversion. He  trusted  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  say,  that  his  Exertions  in  India 
must  have  been  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature  to  induce  the  Governor-General  in 
Council  to  recommend  him  at  home  as  he 
had  done.  By  the  tenn  '  extraordinary,' 
he  meant  only  that  those  services  had  been 
of  a  ^description  which  were  deemed  de- 
serving of  marked  approbation.  He  trusted 
also,  that  in  no  action  of  his,  had  he  had  any 
sort  of  connection  with  smugglers,  as  stated 
by  the  hon.  gent,  or  that  he  had  even 
violated  the  laws  of  the  country,  without 
having  at  the  same  time  done  something, 
which  more  than  compensated  for  the  in- 
jury sustained. 

Mr.  Sheridan  folly  agreed  with  fiie  hon. 
captain,  thkt  after  the  attack  which  had 
been  made  upon  him,  the  matter  ought 
not  to  rest  there.  It  was  due  both  to  the 
house  and  himself,  that  the  matter  should 
be  investigated.  He  also  agreed,  that  his 
hon.  friend  behind  him  might  have  given 
some  notice  of  his  intention  ;  but  then  it 
was  to  be  observed,  that  he  had  only  read 
the  papers  that  morning,  and  had  stated 
the  facts  upon  an  occasion  which  had  sud- 
denly arisen.  But  if  it  was  necessary  to 
have  this  affair  inquired  into,  upon  the 
statement  of  his  hon.  firiend,  it  was  much 
more  so  after  the  defence  of  the  hon.  cap- 
tain. The  hon.  captain  stated,  that '  he 
had  done  as  many  other  officers  had  done, 
sailed  under  a  neutral  flag,  in  a  moment 
of  irritation,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
professional  knowledge  and  experience. 
He  had  heard  of  other  officers  who  had 
done  so,  but  then  they  had  engaged  m 
the  wars  of  foreign  powers  ;  how  the  hon. 
captain  could  increase  his  professional 
knowledge  by   landing   teas  at  Dunge- 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  called 
the  right  hon.  ^nt.  to  order  ;  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  sit  still  and  hear  an 
attack  upon  any  member  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ;  it  was  not  consonant  to  the 
rules  of  justice  which  ought  to  be  observ- 
ed to  every  man,  that  a  conversation  aris-> 
ing  collaterally  should  be  brought  for- 
ward, and  carried  on  by  remarks  uttered 
in  the  tone  and  manner  used  by  the  right 
hon.  gent«  To  what  purpose  was  this 
done?  Was  there  a  motion  before  the 
house,  the  event  of  which  would  be  to  cen- 
sure or  acquit  the  hon.  captain  ?  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  ri^ht  hon.  cent's  own  can* 
dour  oh  the  subject ;  fer  ne  was  sure  that 
I     2c  2 
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)ie  was  the  last  man  who,  on  cool  reflec- 
tion, would  persevere  in  any  .unfair  or 
illibelral  line  of  conduct. 

The  Speaker  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
by  abstaining  from  any  further  remarks 
on  this  part  of  the  debate,  the  house  would 
best  consult  its  own  dignity. 

Mr.  Sheridcaiy  though  he  did  not  cojn- 
plain  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  having 
interrupted  him,  must  contend  that  he 
was  strictly  in  order.  The  learned'  gent, 
opposite  having  asserted  that  there  was 
not  a  single  instance  of  misappropriation 
of  the  fund  under  discussion,  his  hon. 
friend  who  was  in  possession  of  a  flag- 
rant instance  of  misappropriation,  and  who 
knew  that  the  hon.  knight  was  in  his 
place  to  defend  himself^  had  stated  that 
instance.  Having  heard  the  hon.  cap- 
tain's answer,  in  which  he  did  not  deny 
the  accusation,  an  accusation  founded  not 
loosely,  but  on  recorded  facts,  it  appeared 
to  him^  and  he  was  justified  in  arguing 
that  the  subject  ought  to  be  most  narrowly 
investigated.  With  regard  to  the  subject 
more  immediately  before  the  house,  if  the 
Proits  were  originally  his  majesty's  un- 
doubted right,  still  in  progress  oi  many 
wars,  they. might  have  amounted  to  such 
a  sum,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
vise the  right,  and  to  say  whether  or  not 
it  was  safe  to  trust  the  disposal  of  so  much 
money  out  of  the  controul  of  parliament. 
He  should  add  only  a  few  words  on  that 
part  of  the  question  which  related  to  the 
application  of  the  money  arising  from 
these  Droits.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  he  not  only  did  not  censure, 
but  he  cordially  concurred  in,  and  ap- 
proved of  that  part  of  the  application  this 
day  avowed  by  his  majesty's  Judge  Advo- 
cate, namely,  his  majesty's  gracious  gifts 
to  the  younger  branches  of  his  illustrious 
family.  So  far  was  he  from  objecting  to 
these  acts  of  his  majesty's  paternal  gene- 
rosity, that  he  lamented  that  his  majesty's 
royal  munificence  had  been  confined  to 
the  younger  branches  of  his  august  family. 
Had  the  heir  apparent  participated  in  it,- 
he  believed  the  house  and  the  country 
would  have  not  merely  been  satisfied,  but 
g)*atified ;  for  never  must  it  be  forgotten^ 
that  the  prince  had  an  unliquidated  claim, 
which,  greatly  to  his  honour,  feeling  for 
the  public  burthen  and  the  difficulty  of 
the  times,  had  been,  by  his  royal  high- 
ness's  express  desire,  suspended,  but  not 
abandoned  ;  he  meant  the  arrears  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall':  that  debt  still  re- 
m^in^d  indisputably  due>  either  from  the 


sovereign  or  the  public  ;  and,  towards  the 
discharge  of  that  debt,  h^  could  not  con- 
ceive an  application  of  the  funds  now  un- 
der discussion,  more  giatefulto  the  people, 
than  in  part  directing  them  towards  that 
object.  His  majesty's  munificence  to- 
wards the  younger  branches  of  his  august 
family,  was  an  act  of  bounty,  in  the  latter 
case  it  would  be  an  act,  not  of  bounty 
merely,  but  of  justice.' 

The  Advocau  Gaural  said,  that  this 
property  was  not  property  condemned  to 
the  crown,  but  came  by  a  forfeiture,  which 
on  good  grounds  might  justly  be  remitted. 
The  ground  on  which  he  recommended 
the  grant  to  the  hon.  captain,  was  this. 
He  had  gone  to  Ostend,  and  from  tbat 
sailed  under  a  foreign  flag  io  India.  If 
he  was  restrained  as  a  British  subject  fW>m 
doing  so  by  the  law  of  his  coi^ntry,  un- 
questionably this  was  a  violation  of  it. 
But  it  was  perfectly  well  known  to  the 
Indian  government,  that  he  wa^  there,  and 
it  was  the  policy  at  that  time  to  encou- 
rage exportation  from  India  in  foreign  ves- 
sels. Whatever  oflence  had  been  commit- 
ted, was  against  the  East  India  Company, 
and  as  they  had  by  implication  remitted 
it,  he  thought  himself  justified  in  recom- 
mendmg  the  remission  of  the  forfeiture.  - 

Mr.  Ticrney  called  the  right  hon.  gent, 
to  order,  as  he  was  entering  upon  a  de- 
fence of  the  hon.  captain,  instead  of  c<»i- 
fining  himself  to  the  facts  for  his  own  jus- 
tification.— Some  discussion  arose  here 
about  the  question  under  discussion,  whe- 
ther it  was  the  original  motion  or  the 
amendment  suggested  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  in  some  measure 
assented  to, 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  he  thought  the  de- 
bate should  proceed  on  the  original  mo- 
tion ;  for  he  was  sure  the  hon.  baronet 
who  made  it,  wished  to  have  a  fiiU  and 
complete  account  of  those  Droits,  and  also 
of  the  application  of  the  m6ney  arising 
from  theip.  The  original  motion  would, 
in  his  opinion,  effect  wis ;  but  he  did  not 
think  the  amendment  would,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  the  original  motion  should 
be  persisted  m. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  that  in  making 
the  motion,  he  certainly  wished  for  the 
fullest  discovery  as  to  the  Droits,  and 
also  the'  application  of  the  money  arising 
from  them :  it  was  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  and  which  he,  as  a  member 
of  parliament,  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
demand.  From  the  candid  and  liberal 
manner  in  which  the  the  right  hon*  the 
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chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  expressed 
himself,  iu  introducing  his  amendment,  he 
felt  extremely  inclined  to  accede  to  it ; 
but  from  the  unexpected  turn  which  the 
debate  had  taken,  and  the  disclosure  of  s6 
extravagant  and  flagrant  a  misapplication 
of  a  certain  part  of  the  money  arising 
from  the  proceeds,  his  opinion  was  greatly 
altered,  and  he  thought  his  duty  required 
that  he  should  persist  in  his  motion  as  it 
had  been  originally  introduced. 

The  Advocate  General  proceeded  to 
sta^,  that  the  hon.  captain,  when  in  India, 
was  known  to  persons  in  the  highest  offices 
there  to  be  a  British  subject ;  that  he  was 
very  much  countenanced  by  them,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  services  he  had  ren- 
dered the  East  India  Company,  by  taking 
the  soundings  of  Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 
and  other  parts  in  those  seas,  he  had  re- 
ceived such  recommendations  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  as  had  procured  him  some 
very  valuable  presents  from  them.  From 
India  he  had,  however,  sailed  to  China, 
and  at  Canton  had  taken  in  a  cargo  of  tea 
without  any  licence  from  the  India  Com- 
pany, which  rendered  the  transaction  a 
breach  o{  the  law,  and  as  such  the  cargo 
was  liable  to  forfeiture  ;  but  it  was  not  a 
Droit  of  the  Admiralty  ;  it  was  not  what 
bad  fallen  to  the  kin^  as  a  capture  in  time 
of  war,  but  was  merely  what  became  vest- 
ed in  his  majesty  as  a  forfeiture,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cargo  being  illegal,  for  want 
of  a  licence  from  the  East  India  Company. 
With  this  cargo  of  tea,  the  hon.  baronet 
was  proceeding  to  Ostend,  in  the  ship 
Etrusco,  when  she  was  met  with  and 
seized; by  his  majesty's  ship  the  Brilliant; 
and  the  ship  and  part  of  the  cargo  were 
condemned,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors; 
but  this  part  of  the  cargo,  which  was  the 
property  of  the  hon.  captain,  became  vest- 
ed in  the  king  as  a  forfeit ;  and  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  be- 
came a  question  whether  it  was  a  fit  for- 
feiture for  the  crown  to  take  advantage 
of.  On  a  mature  and  deliberate  conside- 
ration of  the  case,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
It  was  not ;  and  ijierefore  he  advised  the 
remission  of  it,  which  accordingly  took 
place.  As  he  had  before  stated,  this  fund 
was  given  to  the  i^ing  for  his  sole  use ; 
and  he  had  out  of  it  made  *  several  grants 
for  public  and  national  purposes.  He  had 
also  granted  several  sums  out  of  it  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  younger  branches 
of  the  royal  family  ;  -and  he  thought  his 
majesty  nad  most  undoubted  right  to  do 
this,  unless  it  shooid  be  expected  that  he 


should  be  the  6nly  father  of  a  family  in 
this  country  who  was  not  at  liberty  to 
shew  pecuniary  favours  to  his  ofi&pring.* 
There  might  be  those  who  thought  other- 
wise ;  but  he  was  not  ashamed  •  to  say, 
that  he  difiered  entirely  with  them  on 
that  head.  He  begged  pardon  for  so  long 
a  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  house ;  but 
thought  it  necessary  to  state  these  cir- 
cumstances, as  it  had  been  said,  that  he 
felt  a  reluctance  to  sign  the  warrant  of 
remission. 

Mr.  Lushington,\n  explanation,  said,  that 
he  had  heard  it  was  with  reluctance  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last  had  signed 
the  warrant  for  the  restitution  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  hon.  captain,  and  he  had 
stated  it  as  a  fact  which  he  thought  highly 
honourable  to  the  character  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  sent.  With  respect  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  captain,  as 
to  his  having  brought  forward  this  subject 
thus  suddenly,  without  having  given  him 
any  intimation  of  it,  the  fact  was,  that  he 
had  heard  of  this  transaction  some  time 
ago,  and  finding  the  motion  which  had 
been  made  was  to  come'  on  that  evening, 
he  had  purposely  gone  to  the  Admiralty 
to  look  into  the  records  of  this  transaction ; 
that  this  had  taken  up  so  much  time,  . 
he  was  not  able  to  get  down  to  the  house 
till  the  motion  was  made,  and  then,  not 
knowing  the  hon;  capt.  by  sight,  he  had 
even  asked  one  or  two  of  his  friends  if  ho- 
was  in  the  house,  who  told  him  that  he 
was.  Had  the  hon.  captain  been,  absent, 
it  was  his  intention  to  have  stated  the  trans- 
action without  mentioning  names,  and  have 
left  that  to  some  future  occasion.  As  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gent,  had  however 
expressly  stated,  that  no  misapplication  of 
the  money  arising  from  this  fund  had  taken 
place,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  mention  it 
in  the  way  he  had  done,  as  he  thought  it  a 
most  glaring  and  flagrant  misapplication, 
and  what  ought  to  be  .more  particularly 
enquired  into. 

Mr.  Brand  said,  he  thought  this  motion 
was  intended  to  come  at  a  very  important 
fact,  viz.  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  aris- 
ing from  these  Droits ;  and,  as  such,  he 
would  vote  in  favour  of  it :  the  amend- 
ment being,  in  his  opinion,  a  colourable 
pretence  for  weakening  and  curtailing  the 
e£fect  of  it. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  his  amendment ; 
but 

The  S^)eaherU>\d  him  he  could  not  speak 
to  the  whole  motion,  having  spoken  be- 
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lore,  and  must  therefore  confine  himself  to 
explanation. 

mr.  Huskisson  then  rose,  and  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  following  purport,"  That 
there  he  laid  before  this  house,  an  Ac- 
tount  of  the  nett  proceeds  paid  into  the 
Registry  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  to 
the  Receiver  General  of  Droits,  of  all  pro- 
perty condemned  to  his  majesty  as  Droits, 
either  in  right  of  his  crown  or  in  right  of 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  since  the 
1st  of  Jan.  1793,  and  of  the  balance  now 
remaining  therein." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  ex- 
planation, said,  that  so  far  from  the  amend- 
ment beinga  colourable  pretence  to  weaken 
or  curtail  the  effect  of  the  original  motion, 
it  would  have  the  direct  contrary  tendency; 
for  the  hon.  baronet's  intention  would  be 
more  fully  answered  by  it,  than  by  the 
original  motion.  The  hon.  baronet  want- 
ed to  obtain  the  fullest  discovery  of  the 
amount  of  droits,  and  this  the  amendment 
would  procure  most  effectually ;  and  it 
would  be  only  to  wait  a  few  days,  and 
then  he  might,  when  he  was  in  possession 
of  the  amount  of  this  lund,  move  for  an 
account  of  the  application  of  it.  He  had 
before  stated,  that  this  fund,  whether  wise- 
ly or  unwisely,  was  not  then  the  question, 
had  been  leil  to  the  sole  disposal  of  the 
crown.  If,  however,  that  house  or  any 
member  of  it  was  of  opinion  that  this  fund 
amounted  to  such  an  enormous  sum  as  ought 
not  to  be  vested  in  any  one  without  the 
Gontroul  of  parliament,  and  wished  to  bring 
the  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  such  member  had  a  right  to  move 
for' such  accounts  as  would  be  necessary 
to  bring  the  question  properly  before  the 
liouse.  If  the  question  arose  out  of  the 
amount  of  the  sums  of  which  this  fund 
consisted,  then  it  was  necessary  to  know 
what  those  sums  were,  and  when  that 
was  once  given,  the  next  question  would 
naturally  arise,  as  to  its  application.  As 
to  the  instance  which  had  been  men- 
tioned of  thehon.captain  behind  him,  part 
of  the  cargo,  which  was  his  own  property, 
became  forfeited  to  the  crown  from  a 
breach  of  the  law  in  a  case  which  the 
East  India  Company  might  have  licenced, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  services  which 
the  hon.  baronet  had  rendered  the  crown 
and  his  country,  also  from  his  services 
while  he  was  in  India,  it  had  been  thought 
fit,  under  all  the  circomstanoes  of  the 
case,  to  remit  the  forfeiture;  but  the 
remission  of  a  forfeit  was  nothing  like 
a  grant  of  dr<Mt»,  «nd  thettfero  he  thoagbt 


not  at  all  applicable  to  the  present  de« 
bate. 

Mr.  Adam  said,  he  wished  as  much 
as  any  one  that  this  question  should  come 
to  a  full  and  complete  isf^uc,  and  this  could 
only  be  attained  by  procuring  an  ample 
and  perfect  account  of  the  amount  of  those 
droits  ;  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  hon.  baronet  could  not 
attain  that  object.  He  thought  at  the 
same  time  that  the  amendment  was  capa- 
ble of' effecting  it;  but  still  he  thought 
that  was  in  itself  defective,  inasmuch  as  it 
did  not  so  to  the  application  of  the  money 
arising  from  those  droits.  Would  that  be 
proper  at  the  present  moment  ?  He  thought 
not,  but  that  it  would  come  with  better 
effect  after  the  house  had  obtained  the 
amount  of  the  fund  in  question*  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  transaction  which  had 
been  mentioned  by  his  hon.  friend  near 
him  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  but  not  in 
this  way.  The  droits  of  the  Admiralty 
had  been  left  at  the  sole  disposal  of  the 
king ;  and  in  1795,  his  majesty  gave  for 
public  purposes  the  money  arising  from 
several  Dutch  prizes,  which  amounted  to  « 
million  ;  and  the  house  by  their  accept- 
ance, had  sanctioned  the  right  of  the  king's 
disposing  of  those  droits  which  way  he 
thought  proper.  Still,  however,  this  fund 
appeared  to  be  too  great  to  be  possess- 
ed by  any  one  without  being  subjected 
to  the  controul  of  parliament,  especi- 
ally if  it  could  be  shewn  that  there  had 
been  any  instances  of  a  misapplication 
of  the  money  arising  from  it.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  hon.  baronet  might  be  in- 
duced to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  let 
the  amendment  be  adopted,  which  in 
his  mind  would  more  completely  answer 
Uie  purposes  he  wished  to  attain. 

Sir  C.  Pole  disapproved  of  both  the 
original  motion  ana  the  amendment,  and 
proposed  a  motion  of  his  own,  by  which 
the  gross  proceeds  and  net  proceeds  were 
required  to  be  stated  in  distinct  columns. 
Sec.  Alluding  to  the  delay  in  the  distri- 
bution of  prise-money,  ha  instanced  an 
officer  who  had  received,  only  last  May, 
his  share  of  prize-money,  for  a  vessel  cap- 
tured twenty  yean  ago. — ^The  house  then 
divided,  when  there  appeared  for  the  Ori- 
ginal Motion  57.  For  the  Amendment 
82.    Majority  for  die  Amendment  25. 

IAh  (fihe  dUnoriiy. 
Abercrombj,  J.  Baring,  A. 

Agar,  E.  F.  Booverie,  £. 

Anstruther,  sir  J.  Bmdshaw,  A,  C. 

BuiagrT.  Bmnd^T. 
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Exchequer  Bills  Regulation  Bill.] 
Mr.  Huskisson  moved  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  issuing  and 
payment  of  Exchequer  Bills.  The  bill 
was  read  a  third  time^  afler  which> 

Mr-  Homer,  adverting  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  creation  of  a  new  place,  that 
of  paymaster  of  exchequer  bills  by  this 
bill,  and  the  establishment  of  new  modes  of 
contracting  for  the  circulation  of  exche- 
quer billsy  said^  he  did  not  mean  to  object 
to  either  in  that  stage  of  the  bill,  but  felt 
it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  one  clause  in  the  bill,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  of  much  more  serious  con- 
sequence. The  clause  he  alluded  to  was 
that  which  exempted  persons  who  might 
contract  under  the  bill,  for  the  circulation 
of  exchequer  bills,  from  the  operation  of 
the  22d  of  the  king,  which  disqualified  all 
contractors  from  seats  in  that  house.  He 
therefore  should  move  to  have  that  clause 
lea  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Huskisson  shewed  that  the  clause 
alluded  to,  had  been  copied  verbatim  from 
the  annual  bill,  authorising  the  issue  of 
cxdiequer  bills  upon  the  land  and  malt 
taxes.  The  clause  extended  only  to  pro- 
tect the  directors  of  the  bank,  with  which 
corporation  alone  it  was  proposed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  circulation  of  exche- 

rr  bills.  No  new  office  was  created  by 
bUl,  that  of  paymaster  of  exchequer 
bills  having  been  in  existence  under  the 
former  bills.  The  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  flKike  genoaofint  regulations  for  the 


issue  and  payment  of  exchequer  bills, 
to  correct  the  inconsistencies,  whici 
many  instances  existed  between  the 
visions  of  the  old  bills  and  the  mo< 
practice  respecting  exchequer  bills, 
sides,  the  22d  of  the  king  could  noi 
construed  to  extend  to  persons  who  ^ 
not  contractors  for  procuring  somet 
for  the  public  service,  but  merely  ag 
for  circulating  excheqjuer  bills ;  other 
every  holder  of  an  exchequer  bill  W( 
be  disqualified  for  a  seat  in  that  house. 

The  Clumcellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
clause  objected  to  was  a  verbatim  cop; 
the  clause  inserted  in  every  bill,  since' 
first  adoption  of  exchequer  bills  ;  and  th; 
merely  meant  to  protect  the  bank, 
agents  for  the  lending  of  money  upon 
chequer  bills.  No  objection  to  this  cla{ 
had  ever  been  made  before;  no  act 
abuse  of  it  had  ever  yet  been  imput 
during  60  years  ;  and  therefore  he  saw 
ground  for  the  present  apprehensiol 
Ministers  would  not  probably  bring  ii 
that  house  the  brokers  employed  to  circ 
late  exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  Sheridq^  said,  the  enormous  ext( 
to  which  thos^  bills  were  issued  of  h 
years,  was  a  groiwd  of  apprehension,  frc 
the  increased  pov^r  this  would   give 
ministers.     He  stated  that,  to  many 
the  public  offices,  viz..  to  the'Treasurer 
the  Navy,  instead  of  cash,  the  sums  to 
disbursed  for  the  payment  of  seamen 
wages,  naval  expenditures,  &c.  were  se 
down  in  exchequer  bills,  with  directioi 
that  they  should  be  converted  into  mone 
by  the  regular  treasury  broker,  Mr.  Golc 
smid.      Mr.  Goldsmicrs  profits,    by  th 
species  of  brokerage,  were  enormous  i 
the  course  of  the  year;  and  though  h 
might  have  no  objection  to  see  a  man  < 
his  respectable  character  a  member  < 
that  house,  yet  he  did  not  wish  to  hav 
the  field  opened  for  others.  He  considere 
the  clause  as  a  virtual  violation  of  th 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  22d  of  the  kin^ 
which  excluded  from  the  house  all  pub.li 
contractors.    Ministers  avowed,  that  thi 
dause  was  merely  to  protect  the  Ban 
from  ^e  operation  of  that  statute.     The 
were  already  protected  by  another  law 
it  was,  therefore,  superfluous. 

Mr.  Rose  defended  the  clause  as  beini 
precisely  the  same  as  had  been  alway 
adopted  in  bills  of  this  natore.  The  ide 
of  influence  such  as  rendered  men  incapa 
ble  of  sitting  in  the  ^ouse  of  commons  oi 
account  of  contracts,  could  not  apply  t 
the  purchasers  of  exchequer  biUs^  vsphi 
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they  w^e  what  might  be  called  brokers 
of  them. 

Lord  H,  Pstty  apposed  the  clause,  and 
said  that  the  house  should  be  jealous  of  all 
possible  encroachments  upon  its  purity 
and  constitutional  independence ;  and  in 
compliance  with  the  spirit  of  that  act 
which  excluded  from  parliament  all  public 
contractors,  ministers  •  were  called  on  in 
proof  of  their  sincerity,  not  to  insist  on 
retaining  a  nugatory  clause  for  a  purpose 
already  provided  for  by  another  law. 

Mr.  Adam  was  of  the  same  opinion.  He 
gave  a  history  of  the  act  of  1782  by  which 
contractors  were  disabled  from  sitting  in 
parliament  The  part  of  the  bill  which 
made  excepticms  in  favour  of  the  directors 
of  the  bank  and  other  public  bodies,  was 
adopted  on  his  suggestion.  He  thought 
the  clause  in  question  an  unnecessary  act 
of  power^  which  would  create  jealousy  in 
the  public,  and  produce  no  good  whatever, 
for  the  bill  would  be  complete  without  it ; 
and  therefore  he  recommended  it  to  be 
kft  out. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  admitted, 
that  he  saw  at  present  no  strong  reason  for 
retaining  the  clause,  nor  was  he  aware, 
until  this  night,  that  it  was  liable  to  any 
strong  objections.  However,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  adjourn  the  further  proceedings 
until  to-mori'ow.  He  should,  in  the  mean 
time,  re-consider  the  subject,  and  if  he  saw 
no  sufficient  reason  for  retaining  the  clause, 
he  should  not  then  oppose  its  expunction. 
— ^The  third  reading  was  accordingly  post- 
poned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  February  12. 
Account  of  Sums  issued  out  op  the 
Exchequer.]  Mr.  Henry  Martin,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  rose  to  move,  "  That  tnere 
be  laid  before  the  house,  an  Account  of 
all  sums 'of  money  which  have  been  issued 
to  any  persons  between  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1793,  and  5th  of  Jan,  1802,  out  of  his  ma- 
jesty's Exchequer,  or  by  the  Paymaster 
of  the  Forces,  without  other  account  than 
such  as  should  be  rendered  thereof  to  his 
majesty,  or  to  the  lords  commissioners  of 
his  majesty's  Treasury  for  the  time  being, 
specifying  the  peraons  to  whom,  the  times 
when,  ana  the  services  for  .which  all  such 
sums  have  been  issued ;  together  with  a 
list  of  the.  persons  who  have  rendered  ac- 
counts of  any  of  the  said  sums  to  the  lords 
of  the  treasury,  specifying  the  times  when 
0ttph  accQunts  were  respectively  delivered, 


and  the  times  when  any,  and  which  of 
such  accounts,  have  been  passed."  This 
was  part  of  a  motion  which  he'  had  made 
in  the  last  session,  though  he  had,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  difficulty  of  making  out 
the  account  in  its  more  extended  torm, 
consented  to  narrow  his  mbtion  in  that 
instance.  As  it  was  material  that  the 
house  should  be  in  possession  of  every  in- 
formation respecting  that  part  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure  to  which  his  motion  re- 
ferred, he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  it 
forward  at  this  early  period  of  the  session 
in  the  whole  extent  of  his  original  propo- 
sition. As  he  was  not  aware  of  any  ob- 
jection that  could  be  made  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers  he  called  for,  he  should 
barely  submit  his  motion  to  the  house. 

A  conversation  of  some  length  took 
place  on  the  question  being  put,  in  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Huskisson,  Mr.  Rose,  and  Mr.  Long, 
though  they  had  no  objection  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  motion,  yet  put  it  to  the  hon. 
gent,  whether,  as  this  object  was  to  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  he  would  not  delay 
pressing  any  motion  upon  it,  till  that  com- 
mittee should  have  reported  thereon.  They 
likewise  stated,  that  to  call  for  these  papers, 
in  this  instance,  when  the  different  offices  ^ 
were  engaged  in  complying  with  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  would 
be  productive  of  much  inconvenience,  and 
even  if  they  did  order  them,  it  would  take 
a  year  at  least  to  make  the  return  to  the 
oraer ;  that  it  was  impossible,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
motion,  particularly  as  to  the  dates  at 
which  the  accourits  had  been  separately 
examined,  there  being  no  entrj'  in  the 
minutes  to  that  effect,  and  the  practice 
having  been,  before  the  adoption  of  the 
existing  regulations,  for  either  of  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  as  the  oc- 
casion might  serve,  to^  examine  any  of  the 
accoiints  given  in  to  the  treasury.  They 
observed,  too,  that  the  order  of  last  session 
had  been  complied  with  in  34  days  after 
it  was  made,  because  by  the  regulations 
acted  upon  since  the  year  1802,  the  ac- 
counts were  filed  in  the  offices,  and  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  taking  them  off  the 
file  to  return  to  the  order  of  the  house  ^ 
but  as  no  such  regulation  existed  previous' 
to  that  period,  there  would  be  much  dif- 
ficulty, inconvenience,  and  delay,  in  rum- 
maging the  offices. in  order  to  comply 
with  the  order  of  the  house.  Upon  these 
grounds,  they  put  it  to  the  hon.  gent  whe« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46b} 


PARL  DEBATES,  Ftij.  15,  lS0B.^Ordm  in  Council. 


[465 


ther  he  would  still  ][kersist  in  pressing  his 
motion  at  present. 

Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Calcraft,  Mr.  Tiemey, 
and  sir  John  Newport,  considering  the  im- 
portance of  having  these  accounts  brought 
under  the  notice  of  parliament,  thought 
that  the  motion  ought  to  be  complied  with, 
as  any  trouble  that  might  be  occasioned 
by  a  compliance  with  the  order  of  that 
house,  would  fall  upon  the  servants  of  the 
public,  in  the  discharge  of  their  regular 
duty,  and  certainly  such  inconvenience 
was  not  to  be  considered  in  the  exercise 
of  the  constitutional  control  of  that  house, 
upon  all  matters  of  account  touching  the 
public  expenditure.  If  the  return  could 
not  be  made  till  after  a  long  interval,  then 
it  was  the  more  necessary  that  the  order 
should  be  made  to  call  for  it  so  much  the 
earlier.  As  to  the  investigation  of  the 
subject  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  they 
had  reason  to  think,  that  none  of  the  ac- 
counts referred  to  in  this  motion,  were  laid 
before  that  committee;  and  though  the 
papers  could  not  be  produced  during  the 
present  session,  that  was  not  a  reason  why 
the  motion  should  not  be  complied  with. 
If  the  return  should  not  be  made  this  ses- 
sion, or  according  to  the  terms  of  the  mp- 
tion,  it  would  next  session,  and  conforma- 
bly to  such  documents  as  might  be  found 
in  the  offices,  and  the  hon.  mover  might  in 
the  next  session,  bring  forward  any  pro- 
position which  it  might  be  his  intention  to 
ground  upon  the  return. — Upon  an  under- 
standing to  the  efiect  of  the  latter  state- 
ment, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
acceded  to  the  motion,  and  an  order  was 
made  for  the  production  of  the  Account. 

[Exchequer  Bills  Regulation  Bill.] 
On  the  house  proceeding  to  the  order  of 
the  day  for  resuming  the  adjourned  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  third  reading  of  the 
£xche<}uer  Bills  Regulation  bill,  a  short 
discussion  took  place  between  the  Solicitor 
general,  Mr.  S.  Thornton,  Mr.  Huskisson, 
sir  A.  Piggott,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Hor- 
ner, which  terminated  in  the  erasure  of 
the  clause  objected  to,  and  the  adoption  of 
an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Homer,  for 
confining  the  protection  from  the  disabi- 
lities imposed  by  the  22d  of  the  king,  so 
far  as  the  contracts  under  this  bill  might 
subject  thereto  the  governor,  &c.  of  the  bank 
of  England. — ^The  bill  was  then  passed. 

HOUSE    OF   lords. 

Monday,  Pebntaty  15. 
Orders  in  Council.]      Lord  Auckland 
rose,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  atten- 
Vol.  X. 


tion  of  their  lordships  to  a  subject,  per- 
haps of  as  much  importance  as  any  that 
ever  came  before  them.  It  must,  he  said, 
have  occurred  to  every  noble  lord,  that 
the  issuing  of  these  Orders  in  Council  had 
set  up  a  new  and  unprecedented  system 
of  warfare,  which,  from  the  immense 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  subject^ 
required  the  most  mature  deliberation. 
In  calling  their  lordships'  attention  to  this 
subject^  he  wished  them  to  bear  in  mind 
five  points.  He  must  suppose,  in  the 
first  place,  that  ministers  previous  to  issu- 
ing these  Orders,  had  satisfied  themselves 
with  respect  to  their  legal fty,  both  as  re- 
lating to  the  law  of  nations  and  to  the 
statute  law;  he  must  also  suppose,  se- 
condly, that  they  were  satisfied  that  there 
was  a  justifiable  ground  for  issuing  these 
Orders ;  thirdly,  that  they  were  also  satis- 
fied that  it  was  expedient  to  apply  that 
gi*ound*;  fourthly,  that  the  manner  and 
time  of  issuing  them  were  precisely  those 
which  were  proper :  the  fiflh  point  was  of 
a  more  trifling  nature,  but  upon  which 
their  lordships,  perhaps,  might  have  a 
great  deal  of  trouble ;  he  meant  the  intelli- 
gibility of  the  Orders.  Before,  however, 
going  into  a  discussion  on  these  points,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  state  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  subject.  On 
the  21st  of  Nov^  1806,  the  French  Decree 
of  Blockade  was  issued  at  Berlin.  It  was 
soon  found,  that  however  boasting  the 
terms  of  this  decree  were,'it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  executed.  The  American 
minister  at  Paris,  general  Armstrong, 
having  made  an  application  to  the  minis- 
ter of  marine,  in  tlie  absence  of  the  minis- 
ter for  foreign  affairs,  received  for  answer, 
on  the  26th  of  Dec.  that  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  be  applied  to  American  vessels,  nor 
to  interfere  with  the  TYeaty  of  1800  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States.  On 
the  ^3 1st  of  Dec.  the  Treaty  was  signed 
between  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  previous  to  which,  however,  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Holland)  and  himself, 
received  his  majesty's  commands  to  sign 
a  declaration  relative  to  the  French  de- 
cree, which  was  delivered  to  the  American 
plenipotentiaries,  and  which  was  perfectly 
well  known.  Then  came  the  Order^  in 
Council  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  1807.  It  had 
been,  said,  that  this  Order  contained  ex- 
pressions which  recognised  the  principle 
assumed  in  the  orders  of  the  UthNov.; 
he  contended,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
principle  of  the  former  order  was  merely 
the  rule  of  1756i  according  to  which  the 
2H 
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enemy  was  not  to  be  allowed  1q  time  of 
war  the  benefit  of  trade  which  had  no 
existence  In  time  of  peace ;  ihus,  the  ob- 
ject of  that  Order  was  to  prevent  neutrals 
from  carrying  on  a  trade  between'  the 
porta  of  the  euemy^  including  under  the 
term  enemy,  those  countries  under  his  in- 
fhience.    This  Was  the  principle  of  that 
Oi'der,  and  no  abstract  expressions  in  it 
ought  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing it   appear  to  have  any  other  object 
w&ch  it  had  not.     On  the  17  th  of  Feb.  a 
messasre  was  sent  by  the  President  of  the 
Visited  States  to  the  Congress,  stating  the 
satisfactory  explanatioi^  with  respect  to 
American  vessels,  which  had  been  given 
of  the  French  decree  by  the  French  go- 
v.eroment.    In  July  a   bill    passed  their 
lordships  house  ibr  continuing  the  eflect 
of  the  provisions  of  the  former  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  wi.thout  comment  or 
observation.      On  the  26th  of  Oct.  the. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress  again  stated  the  satis- 
factory explanation^f  the  French  govem- 
laent  respecting  the  Decree,  as  aiHfecting 
American  vessel^;  but  8  days  before  that, 
the  ISth,  there  was  a  Note  itom  Messes. 
Monro  and  Pinckney  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  which  was  before  the  house,  ami 
ti^bich  purported  that  they  were  satisfied 
with  respect  to  the  explanation  given  of 
t^  French  Decree.   Notwithstanding  this, 
however,  the  Order  iaCounjcil  of  the  1 1th 
of  November  was  issued,  and  upon  what 
grounds  ?— it  w^^  said  as  a  measure  of  le- 
taliatioi^ :  but  the  justification  failed,  ior 
asmuch  as  the  firench  Decree  had  not  been 
execi^ted.    With  respect  however,  in  the 
i^st  instance,  to  the  legality,  he  appre- 
•  bended  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
in  violation'  of  the  laW  of  nations,  'Which 
clearly  prescribed   that    neutral   vessels- 
4^uld  n<^  be  iffplest^ed  in.  entei^g  the 
ports  of  an  enei^ay,. unless,  those  ports  weiie 
actually  blockaded,  of  nnl^S;  such,  vessels 
were  ciarrying  coD^rabandt  of  war.     He 
apprehended^  also,  that  they  contained  a 
Vreach  of  the  statute  law  in  the  trade 
which  was  allowed  to  the  islands  of  Guern- 
sey and  Jersey,  and  the  Isle  of  Man. 
As  to  the  grounds  which  be  had  heard 
^leged  as  the  justification^  or  aa  proiting 
the  e3q)ediency  of  these  Orders,  he  did  not 
think  that  any  one  of  them  at  all  support- 
ed the  measure.     To  ta}k    of   starving 
France,  who  was  in  possession  of  a  conti- 
nent producing  every  thing,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  most  absurd    proposition. 
How  were  we^  to  effect  it^  i^tid  was  it  not 


to  be  apprehended  that  by  attempting  to 
starve  France  we  might  at  length  teach  hetf 
to  make  those  articles  which  she  had  pre- 
viously bought  of  US }    There  could  not, 
in  his  opinion,  be  a  worse  argument  used 
than,  that,  because  France  had  issued  a 
decree  against  neutral  commerce,  there* 
tore  we  were  to  do  the  same  by  way  of 
retaliation.    The  French  decree  again^ 
neutrals  could  not  be  executed  for  want  of 
power,  i^nd  it  seemed  as  if  theefiectof  our 
Orders  in  Council  would  be  to  carry  that 
decree  into  execution  by  destroying  the 
trade  of  neutrals.    Was  it  expected  to 
de^'ive  any  revenue  from  this  measure  ? 
he  did  not  think  the  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  ijt  would  be  worth  500/.    We  placed 
n<?utrals  between  confiscation  and  confis- 
cation ;  if  they  went  to  an  enemy^s  port' 
without  first  paying  duty  here,  they  were 
to  be  captured  by  ourcruizers,  and  if  they 
came  here  and  paid   duty,'  then    they 
would  be'  confiscated  if  they  went  to  tlie 
ports  of  the  enemy.     How,  then,  was  it 
to  be  expected  that  any  revenue  coiild  he 
derived  to  this  country  firom  such  a  mea- 
sure, under  aash  circumstances?    There 
was  something  absurd  in  the  very  titles 
used  with  respect  to  this  subject ;  tkos,*in 
the  copy  sent  to  him  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  they  were  stated  to  be  the  Orders 
for  re^dalins  the  navigation  of  the  seas, 
and  now  he  had  heard  of  the  Continental 
Blockade  bilL    These  were  high  sounding 
titles,  but   how   would    these    measures 
really  aiiifect  our  commerce  ?  He  observed, 
from  the  returns  on  the  table,  that  ihe 
exports  firoBL  the  United  Kingdom,  include 
ing  Ireland,  had,  fi>r  the   last  3  years, 
amounted  to  126  millions.     What  th^y 
might  amount  to  by  the .  same  period  itt 
1^808,  under  the  influence  of  l^ese  Orders^ 
was  a  subject  to  him  of  anxious  comidisra^ 
tion.    In  what  manner  did  these  Otder» 
alfect  the  West  Indies  ?  He  thought  that 
tit^  obvious  policy  would  have^  been  to 
have  precluded  neutrals  fi*om  tradmg  iik^ 
the  produce  of  the  enemy's  colonies ;  and 
this  upon  the  just  principle,  that  a-  neu- 
tral had  no  right  to  a  trade  during  war  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled  during  peace. 
Ministers  had,  however,  adopted  a  direct^ 
ly  contrary  principle,  and  '  had  expressly 
allowed  neutrals  to  ^ade  with  tile  ene- 
my^s  colonies.    An  opposite  policy  would, 
he    conceived,   have    tended    to  relieve 
the  West  India  interest  firom  that  pres- 
sure which  now  affected  them,  in  con- 
;  sequence  of  the  superabundance  of  pro* 
dufie  beyond  the   demand.    The   pro« 
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vision-  ia  the  Or^rs  respecting  the  warn- 
ing^ to  be  given  to  neutral  vessels,  he 
considered  as  tending  to  harass  them, 
as  well  as  that  relative  to  certificatea  of 
origiDy  rendering  vessels  having  them 
liable  to  capture,  which  he  considered  a 
peculiar  hardship.  The  whole  of  this 
measure  reminded  him  strongly  of  what 
was  said  several  years  ago  respecting 
Frederic  of  Prussia,  that  it  would  not  be 
surprising  if,  in  the  extravagance  of  his 
projects,  he  should  issue  an  order  directing 
all  English  vessels  to  come  to  Memel  and 
pay  duty,  before  they  went  any  where 
else.  His  lordship  instanced  the  supposed 
cases  of  six  Apierican  vessels,  under'di£fe- 
rent  circumstanoes,  which  would  all,  under 
the  operation  of  these  Orders,  bq  liable  to 
capture,  detention>  or  the  interruption  of 
their  voyages  ;  and  concluded  by  moving, 
*'  That  the  house  should  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee,  to  consider  of  the  Orders  in 
Council." 

Earl  Baihurst  requested  the  indulgence 
of  their  lordships,  whilst  he  endeavoured 
to  explain  the  reasons  and  motives  on  which 
the  Oi-ders  in  Council  were  founded.  With 
respect  to  the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  he 
contended  that  it  did  distinctly  assert- the 
riffht  of  his  maj.  to  adopt  further  measures 
of  retaliation,  if  France  did  not  in  the 
mean  time  recede  from  the  violent  preten- 
sions on  which  the  Decree  of  the  21st  of 
Nov.  was  founded.  France  had  not  rt^ 
ceded  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  head  of 
the  French  government  had  ordered  a 
more  rigorous  execution  of  the  Decree, 
and  therefore  the  Order  of  the  1 1th  of 
Nov.  and  the  subsequent  Orders,  became 
necessary.  If  the  principle  stated  by  the 
noble  lord  was  to  be  taken  as  that  of  the 
Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  then  it  went  much 
farther  than  the  Order  of  the  1 1  tl^  of  Nov. ; 
because  the  former  asserted  a  permanent 
right  of  preventing,  during  war,  all  trade 
between  one  port  of  the  enemy  and 
another,  whilst  the  latter  measure  arose 
out  of  the  violence  of  the  ruler  of  France, 
and  with  that  would  cease.  The  noble  lord 
had  quoted^,  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Monro 
and  rinckney,  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
that  thev  were  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion of  the  French  Decree ;  but  that  satis- 
faction arose  out  of  the  explanation  given 
in  Dec.  and  which  was  given  without  any 
author!^,  smd  was  merely  the  opinion  of 
the  minister  who  gave  it.  Subsequently, 
upon  an  application  made  to  the  Grand 
Judge  in  August,  it  was  stated^  that  the 
Dome  appU^l  equally  to  all  neutrals^  uid 


that  one  neutral  could  not  be  distinguished  ' 
from  another.  From  this,  and  from  other 
parts  of  the  conduct  of  the  French  go- 
vernment it  became  manifest,  that  the 
Deci-ee  was  to  be  rigorously  executed. 
Under  these  circumstances  his  majesty's 
government  thought  it  their  duty  to  adopt 
a  measure  of  retaliation,  upon  what  he 
conceived  to  be  a  clear  principle  of  right, 
that  when  one  belligerent  adopted « mea- 
sures for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing 
the  commerce  of  another  belligerent, 
the  latter  had  manifestly  the  right  of  re- 
taliating by  embarrassing  the  commerce 
of  the  former.  It  must  have  been  in  this 
principle  th^t  the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan. 
was  issued,  and  that  Order  affected  neutrals 
in  a  much  greater  degree  than  that  stated 
by  the  noble  lord,  because  under  that  Order, 
which  prohibited  a  trade  between  one  of 
the  enemy's  ports  and  another,  a  neutral 
vessel  trading,  as  was  generally  the  case, 
with  part  of  her  cargo  to  one  of  these 
ports,  and  part  to  another,  or  taking  in  part 
of  a  cargo  at  one  port,  and  intending  to 
take  the  remainder  at  another,  was  liable 
to  capture  in  thus  going  from  port  to  port,  ^ 
or  at  least  to  be  brought  into  one  of  our 
ports,  and  subjected  to  great  dehty  and 
expence ;  and  in  most  instances  of  this  na- 
ture, which  had  come  before  the  Board  of 
Trade,  it  had  been  found  expedient 'not 
to  break  in  upon  the  -general  principle 
adopted  in  that  Order,  and  therefore  not  to 
grant  licences  for  any  voyages  of  that  de- 
scription. The  Order  was  besides  evaded, 
and  turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  enemy 
in  t:arrying  on  a  circuitous  trade  through 
this  country,  as  hi  the  instance  of  a  cargT> 
of  wine  from  Bourdeaux  destined  through 
this  country  for  Amsterdam,  the  insurance 
was  effected  at  30  per  cent,  and  the  trade 
could  be  carried  on  through  this  country 
at  6  per  cent.  To  prevent  this,  one  mea- 
sure might  be  adopted,  which  was  to  pre- 
vent there-exportation;  but  great  injury 
would  result  to  commerce  (he  did  not  allude 
particularly  to  wine)  if  the  merchant  was 
not  allowed  to  re-export  on  finding  the 
market  overstocked .  It  was  therefore  1  dund 
expedient  to  regulate  that  tra'dewhich  could 
not  be  prohibited,  and  with  this  view  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  issued,  which  were, 
in  fact,  a  cothpromise  betweeti  bellige- 
rent rights  and  commercial  interests.  In 
the  exercise  of  belligerent  rights  for 
the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  com- 
merce of  the  enenny,  and  making-  him. 
feel  the  effects  of  nis  own  acts  of  vio« 
lence,  every  possible  attention  \»A,  fit  the 
2  H  2 
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same  time,  been  paid  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country.  The  noble  lord 
had  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  trade 
with  the  enemy's  colonies  which  was 
granted  to  the  Americans ;  but  it  was,  in 
fact,  intended  as  a  boon  to  the  Americans, 
and  must  be  to  them  of  great  value ;  be- 
cause, when  the  intelligence  arrived  in 
America  of  the  intention  of  the  French 
government  rigorously  to  execute  the  de- 
cree, and  the  embargo  was  in  consequence 
resorted  to,  the  general  impression  there 
was,  that  we  should  resort  to  measures  by 
way  of  retaliation,  which  would  amount  to 
^  prohibition  of  their  trade  with  these 
colonies.  It  was  intended  that  all  Ameri- 
can domestic  produce  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  through  this  country,  without  the 
payment  of  any  duty,  except  the  article 
of  cotton.  The  importance'  of  this  trade 
to  them  would  be  evident  from  a  state- 
ment of  their  exports,  which  according  to 
the  last  return  amounted  to  104,000^000 
dollars,  43>000;000  of  which  was  domestic 
produce,  and  of  which  8,000,000  was  ex- 
ported to  the  enemy's  colonies,from  whence 
they  derived  a  re-'export  of  30,000,000.  It 
was  found  that  the  surplus  of  the  produce  of 
our  own  colt)nies  beyoiM  our.  consumption, 
was  not  above  a  third  of  what  was  wanted 
for  the  supply  of  the  continent,  it  was 
therefore  thought  expedient  to  admit  of  the 
trade  with  the  eneiny's  colonies,  with  the 
intention,  however,  that  the  produce  of 
such  colonies,  should,  in  the  circuitous 
trade  through  this  country,  be  subjected 
to  a  duty,  sufficiently  high,  to  prevent  its 
having  the  advantages  over  our  own  colo- 
nial produce;  and  also,  that  the  commerce  of 
the  enemy  slvould  be  embarrassed.  With  re- 
spect to  the  vfrarning,  that  was  in  conformity 
with  the  rules  of  blockade,  and  was  merely 
applied  in  a  more  enlarged 'sense.  As  to 
the  certificates  of  origin,  they  were  docu- 
ments prescnbed  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, to  shew  that  the  property  they 
covered  was  not  of  the  manufacture  or 
produce  of  G.  Britain ;  they  were  there- 
fore belligerent  instruments,  and  shewed 
that  the -neutrals  using  them,  acquiesced  in 
the  Decree,  and  confederated  with  the 
enemy,  and  were  therefore  good  grounds 
of  capture.  The  noble  earl  repeated,  that 
the  object  of  these  Orders  was  to  regulate 
that  which  could  not  be  prohibited,  the 
circuitous  trade  through  this  country. 

Lord  Erakine  concluded,  that  the  Orders 
were  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
that  we  had  no  right  to  molest  a  neutral 
goiog  to  an  jenemy's  portsj  unless  in  the 


cases  mentioned  by  bis  noble  friend.  The 
violent  Decree  of  the  French  government, 
undoubtedly  gave  us  a  right  to  retaliate ; 
but  to  retaliate  upon  the  enemy  and  not 
upon  neutrals.  He  denied  the  construction 
put  by  the  noble  earl,  upon  the  Order  of 
the  7th  of  Jan.«;  and  contended  that  prin- 
ciples had  been  now  attached  to  it,  which 
were  never  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
who  framed  it.  The  noble  earl  had  spoken 
of  an  impression  in  the  United  States  ;  but 
upon  whom,  or  upon  what  part  of  the 
people,  was  the  impression?  What  was 
called  a  retaliation  of  the  threatened 
blockade  of  France,  he  contended  was 
much  more  than  a  blockade  ;  and  he  would 
ask  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack,  whether  this  was  not  so  ?  The 
principle  of  a  blockade  was  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  vessels  into  the  blockaded 
ports — ^it  went  no  further :  vessels  having 
notice  not  to  enter  the  blockaded  ports, 
might  proceed  to  any  other  port  what- 
ever that  was  not  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade. But  here  we  not  only  extended  the 
principle  of  blockade  to  ports  not  ac- 
tually blockaded,  which  was  all  that 
was  on  any  side  contended  France  had 
done,  but  we  would  not  permit  the  vessels 
thus  excluded,  to  proceed  to  any  other 
ports  they  pleased.  We  forced  them  to 
come  in  nere.  They  might  chooselo  make 
for  Sweden  or  any.other  neutral  countrv; 
but  even  this  they  were  not  allowed  to  cio. 
And,  therefore,  these  Orders  in  Council 
were  not  only  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions; but  exceeded  any  thing  that  it  was 
pretended  France  had  done. — His  lordship 
then  went-  on  to  observe,  that  we  had  no 
right  to  alter  the  law  of  nations  of  our  own 
authority.  It  was  a  question. in  which 
other  nations  were  concerned,  and  they 
ought  therefore  to  be  consulted.  We  had 
no  more  right  to  alter  it  for  our  own  con- 
venience, than  a  judge  here  had  to  alter 
the  law  of  the  land  without  the  authority 
of  parliament. '  Supposq  the  lord  chief 
baron,  for  whom  he  expressed  a  high  res- 
pect, ^oiild  take  it  into  his  head  to  say  that 
smuggling  had  grown  to  such  an  extent, 
that  hfi  would  permit  no  goods  to  be  car- 
ried from  one  place  to  another  without  be- 
ing first  brought  to  Lonilon ;  and  that  to 
prevent  all  fraud,  they  must  come  in  by 
Westminster- bridge  and  go  out  by  I/)n« 
don-bridge.  He  might  be  told,  that  the 
common  law  of  the  land  did  not  permit 
such  a^  regulation;  and  that  parliament 
must  be  applied  to  before  it  could  be  al* 
tered.   Upon  the  authority  of  the  principle 
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which  we  were  now  setting  up,  that  we 
had  a, right  to  alter  the  law  of  nations,  so 
as  to  suit  our  own  conyenience,  he  might 
reply,  that  the  evil  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  apply 
the  remedy  immediately,  arid  that  it  would 
be  very  inconvenient  to  wait  for  parlia- 
mentary proceedings.    But  after  all,  what 
was  the  value  of  this  decree,  which  Buona- 
parte, drunk  with  his  victories,  had  i3sued? 
It  was  woith  no  more  than  the  paper  on 
which  it  was  written.     What  was  the  use 
of  talking  of  blockading  G.  Britain,  when 
he  had  scarcely  a  ship  on  the  ocean  to  en- 
force his  Orders  ?  He  might  as  well  have 
talked  of  blockading  the  moon  [a  laugh], 
and  possessing  himself  of  all  the  lunar  in- 
fluence.     And  then  the  Royal  Society 
might  imitate  the  example  of  ministers, 
and  say,  *  Good  God,  what  a  number  of 
wrecks  we  shall  have ;  let  us  think  of  some 
•means  of  retaliating  this  dreadful  blockade.' 
Their  lordships  laughed  at  this^buthe  de- 
clared he  thought  it  the  dullest  thing  on 
earth.      Buonaparte  Inight  equally  well 
have  pretended  to  blockade  the  moon  as 
to  blockade  this  country,  for  he  was  as 
competent  to  do  the  one  as  the  other. — 
His  lordship  then   particularly  directed 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  ihe  injustice 
and  the  impolicy  of  inflicting  a  great  in- 
jury on  neutrals,  in  order  to  do  a  trifling 
one  to    out  enemies.     He  felt  a  sort  of 
enthusiasm   in  favour  of  America;    not 
only  on  account  of  the  origin  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  also  on  account  of  the  noble  stand 
they  had  made  for  their  independence. 
How  could  they  endure  an  act,  now  they 
were  independent,  which  they  could  not 
have  borne  if  they  were  still  a  colony  ?  It 
was  of  the  last  importance,  that  both  coun- 
tries should  continue  in  peace  and  amity  with 
each  other,  and  every  thing  ought  carefully 
to   be  guarded   against  which  disturbed 
their  harmony.    He  was  far  from  saying, 
that  every  thing  'should  be  given  up  to 
America ;  but  he'  did  say,  that  notning 
bat  the  last  necessity  could  justify  our 
engaging  in  hostilities  with  that  country. 
The  Lord   Chancellor  agreed  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  could  not  be  defended, 
if  they  were  a  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  and  if  their  lordships  could  be  per- 
suaded that  such  was  their  character,  there 
could  be  no  occasion  to  urge  their  going 
into  a  committee,  to  consider  of  the  proprie- 
ty of  addressing  his  majesty  to  check  the 
operation  of  regulations  which  were  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations — ^that  is^  the 
aatural  justice  which  ought  to  be  held  sa^ 


cred  between  nation  and  nation,  as  well 
as.  between  one  individual  and  another. 
Whatever  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  law  of  nations,  he  allowed  could  not 
be  justly  altered,  ^ven  by  parliament ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  to  be  observ- 
ed, that  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  there 
must  necessarily  be  variations  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principle  to  different  cir- 
cumstances. This  was  all  that  had  been 
done  by  these  Orders ;  nor  did  they  trench 
more  upon  the  municipal  law  than  they  did 
upon  the  law  of  nations.  That  the  crown 
had  a'  right,  of  its  own  authority  to  make 
regulations  foi^  the  internal  trade  of  the 
country,  to  intermeddle  with  the  finances, 
&c.  &c.  would  not  be  contended;  hut 
certainly  it  had  been  the  practice  for  the 
crown,  when  the  nation  was  at  war,  to 
affect  the  trade  of  neutrals,  as  far  as  that 
might  be  called  for  by  the*  conduct  of  our 
enemies. — ^As  it  had  been  argued,  that  the 
previous  measures  of  the  enemy  were  only 
npiatters  of  internal  regulation,  or  a  farther 
extension  of  a  navigation  law,  which  they 
had  a  right  to  resort  to  if  they  pleased,  his 
lordship  proceeded  to  state  his  reasons 
why  they  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  direct 
violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals  and  the 
law  of  nations.  For  this  purpose?  he  be- 
gan with  the  preamble  of  the  Decree  of 
Sie  21st  'of  Nov.;  the  preamble,  as  he, 
said,  being  considered  by  lawyers  as  a  key 
to  the  body  of  the  enactment.  From  the 
words  of  this  recital,  and  the  nature  of  the 
complaints  against  G.  Britain,  which  was 
charged  with  having  put  whole  coasts  and 
empires  in  a  state  of  blockade,  without 
having  the  power  actually  to  execute  that 
blockade,  in  the  established  form  and 
manner,  he  contended  that  Buonaparte 
must  have  meant  not  only  to  exclude  British 
produce  and  manufactures  from  his  ports, 
but  also  to  prevent  all  trade  whatever  in 
British  commodities.  This  was  a  flamnt 
violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals ;  for  it 
was  as  much  as  to  say,  that  whoever  traded 
with  G.  Britain  would  be  considered  as  an 
enemy  by  France.  Coupling  the  pream- 
ble with  the  enactment,  this  was  the  ob- 
vious sense  of  the  Decree.  His  lordship 
then  adverted  to  the  Order  in  Council  of 
the  7th  of  Jan.  last  year ;  and  argued  also, 
from  the  plain  construction  of  this  Oi*der» 
that  the  Decree  must  have  been  under- 
stood by  the  late  ministers  as  extending  far- 
ther than  mere  internal  regulation  which 
France  had  a  right  to  adopt.  It  had  been 
sM  that  the  present  ministers  were  more 
ready  to  argue  that  their  predecessors 
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were  in  the  wrong  than  that  they  them- 
selves were  in  the  right.  This  could  not 
be  imputed. to  him  on  the  present  occa- 
sion ;  for,  as  far  as  the  Order  of  the  7  th 
of  Jan.  went,  it  had  his  approbation.  At 
least  there  was  here  a  recognition  of  the 
injustice  of  France  to  neutrals,  if  not  an 
approval  of  the  principle  of  retaliation, 
by' establishing  a  similiar  system  of  nomi- 
nal blockade.  But  the  Order  at  all  events 
extended  further  than  the  old  mode  of  ap- 
plying the  law  of  nations.  It  miffht  be 
said,  that,  according  to  the  rule  ot  1756, 
we  had  a  right  to  interrupt  tl^e  coasting 
trade  of  France  ;  but  this  interrupted  the 
trade  of  Spain,  &c.  with  France,  and  in- 
cluded those  nations  where  France  had 
such  a  controul  as  to  enable  her  to  enforce 
;  the  exclusion  of  our  ships.  Any  nation 
bad  a  right  to  exclude  our  ships ;  but  the 
Order  proceeded  on  the  sound  principle, 
that  in  fact  the  exclusion  was -owing  not  to 
the  nation  itself,  bat  to  France.  To  sup- 
port this  constiiiction  of  the  Order,  his 
lordship  cited  the  speech  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who,  he  observed, 
understood  it  in  the  same  way ;  and  for 
the  justness  of.  his  construction  of  the 
French  Decree,  he  cited  the  Spanish  De- 
cree. He  also  cited  the  pretensions  and 
complaints  of  the  Danes  to  the  same  effect. 
With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  M.  Decr^s, 
in  reply  to  gen.  Armstrong,  who  consult- 
ed him  about  the  application  of  the  De- 
crees to  America,  he  considered  that  as 
worth  npthing.  The  whole  answer  evi- 
dently amounted  to  this,  that  Decr^s 
knew  very  little  about  the  matter.  This 
appeared  from  a  -  sentence  in  the  answer 
which  he  oDserved  in  a  very  excellent 
pamphlet  on  this  subject,  which,  he  knew 
not  for  what  reason,  was  not  published  in 
the  official  letter.  There  Decr^s  dis- 
tinctly stated,  that  he  had  much  less  posi- 
tive information  on  the  point  than  the 
prince  of  Benevento,  whom  he  advised 
gen.  Armstrong  to  consult.  The  Court  of 
Admiralty  also  had  certainly  adopted  his 
construction  of  the  French  Decree.  When 
^  neutral  was  captured  by  an  enemy,  it 
V^as  not  the  practice  to  grant  salvage  for 
Releasing  the  vessel  because  she  was  in  no 
ganger  of  confiscation ;  but  on  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  b^ng  seised  for  trading  with  this 
country,  and  released  by  one  of  our  ships, 
one<-eighth  of  the  whole  was  granted  as  sal- 
vage. M  to  the  question  of  the  right  of 
retaliation,  his  lordship  contended,  that 
when  our  own  preseryation  required  that 
frj»  tbi^d  take  meaa^rea  ^^iost  our  tae- 


my,  the  neutral  had  no  right  to  complain  ; 
for  the  inJ!:My  to  her  was  consequential. 
He  stated  a  yariety  of  instances  to  prove 
the  correctness  of  this  position,  and  cited 
cases  of  blockades,  embargoes,  &c.  as 
illustrations  of  the  doctrine.  As  to  the 
mode  of  the  retaliation,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  say  a  word  on  that  subject. — 
With  respect  to  the  policy  of  the  measure, 
he  maintained  that  a  false  view  of  it  had 
been  taken,  particularly  with  regard  to 
America.  We  were  not  to  consider 
merely  the  greatness  of  the  advantages 
which  we  derived  from  an  intercourse 
with  America,  but  also  what  would  be  our 
situation  if  America  ^hould  submit  to  the 
decrees  of  Buonaparte.  To  preserve  peace 
with  America  no  one  could  be  more  anxi- 
ous than  he  was.  He  wished  well  to 
America,  first,  because  it  was  his  duty  as 
a  man  to  wish  well  to  every  nation ;  and 
next,  because  the  welfare  of  America  was 
materially  connected  with  the  interests  of 
G.  Britain.  But  he  could  not  sufier  the 
enemy  both  of  G^  Brits^in  and  America  to 
make  use  of  the  one  to  destroy  the  other  ^ 
and  his  duty  to  his  own  country  was  clearly 
paramount  to  his  regard  for  any  other. 
He  hoped  these  orders  would  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  war  with  America.  Do 
not,  my  lords,  he  said  with .  earnestness^ 
bring  on  such  an  event,  by  arguing  the 
case  upon  any  such  supposition.  America, 
I  trust,  will  still  listen  to  the  voice  of  truth  ; 
she  will  see  that  the  whole  of  this  is  ow- 
ing to  France.;  and  perhaps  she  may  be 
at  last  Sensible  of  the  policy  of  Joining 
with  us  in  opposition  to  the  wild  and  ex- 
travagant pretensions  of  a  power  whose 
object  is  to  crush  us  both. 

Lord  King  contended,  that  France  had 
not  put  her  decrees  into  execution*  and 
that  we  had  no  proof  that  neutrals  would 
submit  to  them.  As  to  the  argument, 
that'  we  had  a  right  to  hur|:  our  enemy 
though  a  neutral  might  be  ii\jured  conse- 
quently, he  denied  that  we  ought  to  do  a 
great  injury  to  a  neutral  in  order  to  hurt 
our  .enemy  a  little.  Buonaparte  could 
never  have  put  his  decrees  in  execution  if 
we  had  not  assisted  him,  and  stopped  our 
own.  goods  while  finding  their  way  to  the 
continental  nrarkets.  Commerce  was  much 
more  necessary  to  us  than  to  France,  and 
therefore  it  was  folly  in  us  to  lact  upon 
these  Orders,  which  only  secured  the  at<* 
tainment  of  the  objects  of  France.  He 
also  strongly  insisted  upon  the  inconsis- 
tency of  Uie  conduct  of  ministers,  who. 
while  ihey  were  the  loudest  in  extolling 
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ttie  advantages  of  a  commercial  inter- 
course with  South  America^  both  in  Jbhe 
case  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  Brazils^ 
Were  so  ready  to  put  an  end  to  our  com- 
merce with  the  continent,  which  was  so 
much  rapre  vahiable.  H«  hoped  the  Or- 
ders would  not  be  productive  of  a  war 
with  America,  but  even  if  they  stopt  short 
of  this,  they  would  be  attended  with  most 
pernicious  consequences. 

Lord  Grmvilk  began  with  observing, 
that  it  was  common  for  speakers,  in  order 
to  arrest  the  attention  of  their  audience, 
to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  their  sub- 
ject ;  but,  of  the  magnitude  of  the  present 
subject,  so  far  from  its  admitting  of  ex- 
aggeration, it  was  impossible  for  any  elo- 
quence to  convey  an  adequate  idea.  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  at  last  the  public 
were  becoming  alive  to  its  importiance, 
and  he  ventured  to  predict,  that  the  anx- 
iety which  was  now  felt  concerning  it 
Would  daily  increase,  as  there  was  too 
much  reason  to  dread  that  misfortune 
would  be  accumulated  upon  misfortune, 
should  the  measures  be  persevered  in 
which  gav6  rise  to  this  eVening^s  discus- 
sion. He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  house  ought  to  go  into  -  a  committee 
upon  the  Orders  in  Council,  because  of 
the  variety  of  questions  which  grew  out  of 
them,  involving  their  legality  or  illegality, 
their  constitutional  or  unconstitutional  ten- 
dency, their  policy  or  impolicy — in  a 
word,  their  bearings  upon  the  prosperity 
and  the  very  existence  of  the  country. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  house,  and  he  con- 
jured them  not  to  lose  sight  of  it  at  a 
moment  so  critical  and  perilous,  to  inter- 
Tene  between  the  country  and  the  ruin  by 
which  it  was  threatened,  by  the  rashness,, 
improvidence  and  folly  of  the  governments 
So  pressing  was  the  emergency,  that  the 
smallest  delay  might  be  attended  with  the 
most  dfestructive  consequences,  and  the 
most  irremecliable  evils  ;  he  hoped  there- 
fbre,  that  their  intervjention  would  take 
place  before  things  arrived  at  a  state  in 
which  it  might  no  longer  be  effectual. 
Nothing  to  him  was  personally  more  pain- 
ful, than  being  obliged  to  cpmbat  the  sen- 
timents of  the  nobl^  lord  opposite  to  him 
(earl  Bathurst),  for  whom  he  entertained 
the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  but  the 
task-  was  imposed  upon  hjm  by  an  imperi- 
ous sense  Qt  public  duty,  ana  he  trusted 
that  if  any  expression  should  escape  him 
of  a  nature  to  give^any  unpleasant  feelings 
to  the  noble  lord,  that  he  would  believe 
tbat  it  would  giv«  him  Jlord  G.}  greater 


pain  in  uttering,  than  it  could  possibly 
give  the  noble,  lord  in  hearing  it.  He 
should  begin  however,  with  what  had 
fallen  froni  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Eldon),  who,  he  was  happy  to  find,  had 
abstained  on  this  evening  from  justifying 
his  own  conduct,  by  attempting  to  crimi- 
nate that  of  his  predecessors,  a  very  un- 
satisfectory  mode  of  defence,  which  of 
late  had  been  too  much  practised.  Still, 
however,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
not  defended  the  Orders  in  Council  upon 
their  own  merits  ;  but,  by  way  of  calling 
off  the  attention  of  the  house  from  the 
measure  now  before  them,  he  had  directed 
it  to  a  measure  of  the  late  administration/ 
for  which  he  was  disposed  to  give  them 
credit,  but  between  which  and  the  present 
there  was  no  analogy  whatever,  and^whichi 
if  it  was  defensible,  it  Was  precisely  be- 
cause it  rested  bn  principles  directly  ad- 
verse to  those  by  which  the  Orders  in 
Council,  dated  last  Nov.  were  dictated. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  dwelt 
much  upon  the  blockade  of  thef  French 
ports  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  that  had 
been  proclaimed  in  the  decree  issued  by 
the  late  ministers;  but  all  the  conclusions 
which  he  attempted  to  deduce  from  it  fell 
to  the  ground,  when  the  single  fact  was 
stated,  that  this  was  not  a  fictitious,  but  % 
real  blockade,  perfectly  conformable  to 
the  understood  and  acknowledged  laws  of 
war,  and  that  the  publication  of  the  pro* 
clamation  was  accompanied  with  direc- 
tions to  the  admiralty  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  The  late  ministers  in  this  case 
therefore,  inste'ad  of  violating  the  law  of 
nations,  upon  any  plea  of  necessity  or 
convenience,  or  temporary  expediency, 
had  done  nothing  more  than  apply  the 
principles  of  this  law  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  called  to  act. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  farther  con- 
tended, that  in  the  preamble  of  this  De- 
cree of  blockade  the  principlfe  of  retalia- 
tion was  set  forth :  he  reminded,  however, 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  that  this  prin- 
ciple was  not  acted  upon;  they  had  merely 
asserted,  that  they  would  have  been  jus- 
tified in  recurring  to  it,  always  understood, 
that  it  should"  be  exercised  within  the  law 
of  nations,  and  instead  of  recurring  to  it 
they  adopted  a  measure  of  quite  a  different 
nature.  He  intreated>  however,  their  lord- 
ships to  get  out  of  the  eternal-  circle  of 
justifying  one  act  by  comparing  it  with, 
another ;  to  abstain  from  the  petty  warn 
fare  of  crimination,  and  re-crimmation, 
I  and  to  cianvass  the  measure^  n<^  beforo 
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them>  on  its  own- individual  merits.  In 
this  view  it  was  important  lo  inquire  how 
far  it  was  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
national  law ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  how 
far  it  was  consonant  with  the  maxims  of 
sound  policy.  In  the  first  place,  he  ex- 
amined it  ;n  reference  to  national  law, 
and  here  it  was  extremely  important  not 
to  confound  the  law  of  retaliation  with  the 
law  of  self-preservation.  The  latter  was 
paramount ,  to  all  laws,  and  might  justify 
even  such  a  horrihle  act  as  me  attacK 
upon  Copenhagen,  provided  the  case  was 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  made  out.  The 
right  of  retaliation  on  the  other  hand, 
could  only  with  justice  be  exercised  upon 
an  enemy,  and  could  not  be  extehded  to 
the  detriment  of  a  neutral  power.  If  a 
neutral  power  granted  certain  advantages 
to  the  enemy,  then  we  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  insist  upon  being  admitted  to  the 
same  advantages ;  or  if  a  neutral  power 
acquiesced,  from  weakness,  in  the  demands 
of  the  enemy,  all  that  we  could  in  justice 
require  was,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
demand  the  enemy  should  not  be  placed 
in  a  better  situation  in  regard  to  her  than 
we  were.  But  we  had  no  right,  because 
the  enemy  violated  the  rights  of  one  neu- 
tral, to  violate  the  rights  of  all  neutrals ; 
for  if  this  principle  were  once  admitted, 
it  would  lead  to  an  extensioh  of  hostilities 
over  the  whole  civilized  world.  He  then 
applied  these  general  principles  to  the 
present  case.  The  meaning  of  the  French 
becree  was,  he  allowed,  to  put  the  ports 
of  G.  Britain  in  a  state  of  blockade ;  but  if 
a  measure  was  to  be  founded  upon  it  by 
Ihe  government  of  this  country,  it  ought 
to  be  directed  to  its  effects,  not  to  the 
form  in  which  it  was  expressed.  The  first 
question,  then,  which  arose  was,  whether 
it  had  ever  been  executed  against  America, 
or  acquiesced  in  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  ?  for  if  it  should  turn  out 
that  it  never  had  been  applied  to  the  com- 
merce of  America,  and  that  it  never  had 
been  submitted  to  by  that  power,  the 
framers  of  the  Orders  in  Council  had  not  a 
foot  of  ground  on  which  to  stand.  Now,  his 
.  lordship  asserted,  that  Denmark,  immedi- 
ately after  the  Decree  was  published,  re- 
ceived explicit  assurances  from  the  French 
government  that  it  did  not  go  to  capture  the 
ships  of  neutrals  trading  upon  the  high  seas, 
but  that  its  object  was  merely  to  prescribe 
the  terms  on  which  the  ships  of  foreign  na- 
tions were  to  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
France.  The  same  explanation  of  the 
^nature  and  tenclency  of^the  Decree  was 


given  to  America,  and  as  a  proof  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  explanation,  an  American 
vessel,  which  was  carried  into  a  French 
port,  was  released  by  order  of  their  court 
of  admiralty.  It  was  understood  in  the 
same  manner  in  Spain,  and  a  ship,  whiclv 
was  earned  into  a  port  of  that'  kinsdom; 
under  similar. circumstances,  was  rejeasecl 
by  order  of  their  court  of  prizes.  But 
even  supposing  that  the  Frencn  decree  did 
not  admit  of  this  mitigated  construction, 
it  would  by  no  means  follow  that  we  had 
a  right  to  publish  orders  which  amounted 
to  a  total  prohibition  of  American  com- 
merce, till  we  saw  what  steps  America 
would  take  in  consequence  of  it.  The 
government  of  Denmark  had  submitted  to 
the  decree,  which  accounted  for  the  spi- 
rited note  written  by  his  noble  friend  (earl 
Grey)  on  the  occasion,  in  reply  to  a 
very  insolent  one  that  had  been  received 
(p.  402).  But,  a  different  language  hid 
been  held  to  America,  because  her  con- 
duct was  the  reverse  of  that  of  Dennlark  ; 
and  because  at  that  time  a  negotiation  was 
then  depending  between  this  country  and 
the  United  States  by  which  all  their  dif- 
ferences were  likely  to  be  adjusted. — Here 
the  noble  lord  repelled  the  accusation 
which  had  been  brought  against  his  two 
noble  friends  who  negociated  the  treaty, 
of  their  having  made  ^  any  unbecoming 
concessions  in  the  course  or  that  negocia- 
tion.  He  ventured  also  to  predict,  that  if 
there  were  any  persons  mad  enough  to  be 
induced  by  the  motive  of  obtaining  a  little 
temporary  popularity  to  adopt  a  different 
tone  from  what  at  that  time  animated  his 
majesty's  councils,  that  they  would  find 
such  popularity  to  be  of  very  short  dura- 
tion.— But  to  return  to  the  subject  iiKnne- 
diately  before  the  house,  not  only  had 
M.  Decr^s,  the  minister  of  the  French 
Marine,  assured  gen.  Armstrong  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  execute  t^ie  decree 
against  America*  than  this  assurance  wa» 
fortified  by  the  fact  that  it  had  never  been 
executed.  This  matter,  however,  dM'not 
rest  wholly  either  upon  the  assurance  or 
the  fact,  or  upon  both  together.  In  the 
President's  speech  at  the  opening  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  19th  of  Feb.  1807,  a  document 
which  had  not  reached  the  late  ministers 
previous  to  their  dismissal  firom  office,  ,but 
which  must  have  been  received  by  their 
successors  about  the  end  of  last  March,  he 
had  avowed  his  determination,  to  demand 
an  explanation  from  tKa  French  govern- 
ment of  the  Decree,  and  aa  assurance  that 
it  was  not  intended  by  any  of  its  provi-* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


481] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  15,  ISOS.— Orders  in  Council 


sions  to  break  in  upon  the  existing  treaty 
between  France  and  America.     \Vas  it  to 
be   argued,  then,  that    we    were   better 
judges  than  Mr.  Jefferson  of  what  trenched 
upon  American  rights  or   American  in- 
terests?    Or  were  we  to  set  ourselves' up 
and  to  say  to  the  government  of  that  couii- 
trv,  that  we  did  not  like  the  terms  on 
which  the  ruler  of  France  had  explained 
'   his  intentions  in  regard  to  her  ?     His  lord- 
ship particularly  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  preamble  of  the  Orders, 
and  to  a  document  which  had  this  day 
been  laid  upon  the  talkie.     In  this  pream- 
ble the  foundation  of  the  Orders  was  stated 
to  be,  neutral  states  not  having  obtained 
Ihe  revocation  of  the  French  Decree,  a 
circumstance,  which,  he  contended,  was 
of  no  importance  whatever ;  for,  if  it'  was 
not  executed,  it  was  the  same  as  if  it  had 
never  been  published.     They  did  not  dare 
to  assert  that  America  had  acquiesced  in 
it;    and,   indeed,  how  could  they,  since 
it  appeared  that,  as  late  as  the  1 8th  of  Oct. 
last,  they  had  received  a  Note  from  the 
two  American  Ministers,  then  in  London, 
assuring  them  that  France  had  uniformly 
conformed  to  the  articles  of  the  Ti-eaty  be- 
tAveen  that  country  and  America,  in  the 
execution  of  the  decree?  And,  notwih- 
standing  this  assurance,    in  three  weeks 
after  the  date  of  this  note,  these  Orders  in 
Comicil  we^e  issued,  by  vvhi.h  the  whole 
commerce  of  America  was  to  be  annihi- 
lated ;  because,  forsooth,  she  had  not  ob- 
tained the  revocation  of  a  decree,  whieK 
in  regard  to  her  was  the  same  as  if  it  never 
had  been  passed.     Perhaps  he  should  be 
told,  that  the  fact  as  stated  by  theAmerican 
ministers,  \i'as  not  true.     But  in  the  first 
place,  he  could  scarcely  believe  that  they 
would  have  hazarded  a  false  assertion,  and 
in  the  next  place,  if  ministers  did  not  be- 
lieve them,  why  did  they  not  contradict 
them,  or  at  least  call  upon  them  for  proofs 
of  the  truth.of  their  declaration.     It  was 
remarkable,  too,  that  this  Note  was  written 
in  answer  to  a  question,  as  if  ministers  had 
been  determined  to  leave  the  injustice  of 
theiV   country  on  record.     If  any  thing, 
after  all  the  circumstances  which  he  had 
enumerated,  was  necessary  to  evince  the 
determination  of  America  nut  to  submit  to 
any  invasion  of  her  rights  on  the  part  of 
France,  the  embargo  lately  laid  upon  her 
shipping,  not  after  receiving  the  British 
Orders  in  Council,  but  after  the  receipt  of 
advices  from  France,    would  be    amply 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.     In  short,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  a  more  complcat 


case  of  non-acquiescence  in  the 
could  be  made  out  than  the  Americ 
vernn^ent  had  to  lay  before  the 
The  late  .administration  had  request 
formation  from  the  government  of 
rica  of  its  intentions  in  consequence 
French  Decree  ;  but  before  anansw 
be^n  returned  to  this  demand,  the 
sures  in  question  were  adopted,  in  wh 
gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  public 
had    been  committed. — The   noble 
next  considered  the  Orders  in  Counc 
a  violation  of  the  municipal  law  of 
country.     He  contended  that  they 
violations  of  eight  or  ten  positive  sta 
of  the  realm  ;  of  the  Navigation  Ac 
the  act  for  regulating  the  commerce  of 
Isle  of  Man  ;  of  the  act  for  regulating 
commerce  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey'; 
of  the  act  for  regulating  the  commerc 
hostile   (not    of   neutral)  ports.       If 
lords  of  the  privy  council,  at  any  fut 
time,  thought  the  laws  not  so  good  as  tl 
could  make  them,  they  had  nothing  to 
but  to  foilow  the  example  set  them  in 
present  instance,  and  alter  and  suspc 
them    at    pleasure.     The   old  argume 
which  were  used  in  favoiir  of  the  dispej 
i»ig  power,  of  raising  ship-money,    S 
were,  like  the  present,  justified  upon   t 
plea  of  necessity.    He  had  always  thougi 
however,  that  our  ancestors  bad  set  the 
questions,  and  all  of  a  similar  nature., 
rest  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  when 
was  stipulated  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  that 
every  emergencywhich  might  render»an  a 
teration  necessary  in  the  established  laws 
the  country,  that  alteration  should  be  mac 
by  the  king,  lofds,  and  commons  in  pa 
liament  assembled.     In  all  cases  in  whic 
this  constitutional  principle  had  been  de 
parted  from,  there  had   been  three  poini 
required  to  be  proved,  I*  The  existence  c 
an  urgent  necessity  ;  2.  The  impossibility 
of  assembling  parliament  in  time  to  pro 
vide  f..r  it ;  and,  3.  That  the  remedy  dii 
not  overstep  the  demands  of  the  necessity 
In  the  present  case,  since  the  French  De 
cree,  there  had  been  two  sessions  of  paV 
liament,  an.i  since  the  Orders  in  Counci 
were    published,    parliament    had    beei 
twice   pmrogued. — ^The  noble  lord    nex 
pointed  out  the  unintelligibleness  of  th 
Orders.     He  would  take  upon  himself  t 
prove  that  in  four  clauses  ol  the  same  pa 
raqfraph  they  contained  four  direct  contra 
dictions.     After  much  study,  however,  h 
believed  that  he  had  at  last    found   on 
what  they  meant  to  express,  and  he  wn 
not  a  little  proud  of  the  solution  of  such 
21 
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problem,  particiriarly  as  an  eminent  tivi-^ 
iian  (Mr.  Robinson,)   had  declitied   alto- 
gether to  interpret  them,  and  they   had 
beeniTiisundcrstood  by  the  raostcmimnt 
writer  upon  political  economy  now  in  the 
country,  ani|  by  Mr.  Barincj,  in  the  pam- 
phlet which  he   had  published   upon   the 
;nibject,  and  upon  ^Yhich  his  lordship  be- 
stowed the  most  unqualiiied  praise.     The 
noble  lord   proceeded  to  shew  their  ex- 
treme hnpolicy .     Tbey  went  to  effect  a 
radical   and  fundamental   change  in  the 
whole  commercial  lelations  of  the  country, 
both  with  belligerent  and  neutral  powers. 
'    They  tended  to  subject  this  country  to  a 
los§  in  the  same  proportion  that  they  dis- 
tressed the  enemy,  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  we  gained  from  them,  they 
ailbrded  )*elief  to  the  enpmy.     This  prin- 
ciple of  forcing  trade   into  our  markets, 
would  have  disgraced  the  darkest  ages  of 
monopoly.     The   impediments  which    it 
was  intended  to  throw  in  the  way  of  the 
importation  of  cotton  [nto  France,  would 
have  the  effects  of  stimulating  that  go- 
vernment to  encourage  its  cultivation  in 
quarters  where  it  did  not  grow,  of  produc- 
ing a  redundance  of  the  article  in  the  fo- 
feigu  market,   of  lowering  its  price,  and 
consequently  of  diminishing  the  cultiva- 
tion.— He  then  shewed  that  the  order^s  de- 
feated their  own  object,  because  by  mak- 
ing it  necessary  for  every  foreign  ship  to 
touch  at  a  British  port,  to  pay  a  ccrtiun 
tribute,  and  this   circumstance  exposing 
every  such  ship  to  capture  and  confiscation 
'  by  the  French  decree,  it  was  obvious  that 
,no   ship  would  submit  to  the  ignominy, 
merely  for  the  purpose  oi'  exposing  itself  to 
the  subsequent  danger.     It    was    surely 
better  then  for  ministers  to   retract  wliat 
they  had  done,  than  to  persist  in  an  error 
to  avoid  the  shame  of  retraction. 

Lord  Hawkesbuiy  vindicated  the  line  of 
argument  pursued  by  his  noble  and  learned 
friend.  If  ever  there  had  been  a  time,  or 
,a  question,  upon  which  it  was  |>roper  to 
refer  to  past  measures,  to  the  persons  by 
whom  such  measures  had  been  adopted, 
and  to  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
had  taken  place,  it  was  the  present  mo- 
ment, and  the  question  thenunder  the  con- 
sideration of  their  lordships.  The  prtJ;- 
amble  of  the  Orders  in  Council  shewed 
that  they  were  not  founded  upon  any  re- 
cent act,  that  they  only  were  to  carry  into 
cftect  the  principle  laid  down  in  a  former 
act,  which  had  been  insufficient  to  its  j)ro- 
^  fessed  object.  However  he  might  diller 
'as  to  the  policy  of  the  precise  ^  act  which* 


had  in  the  former  ca.<lj  been  resorted  to,  he 
approved  of  •  the  pVinciple  upon  which  it 
rested.     When   t)ic  French   Decree    \\as 
published    there    appeared   to    him    two 
causes,   one  of  which  might  have  been 
taken,  either  to  coasider  that  Decree  as 
idle  words  and  to  treat  it  with  contempt, 
or  to  look  upon  it  as  a  substantial  measure, 
calculated  to  injure  the  interests  of  this  , 
country,  and  justifying  measures  of  retalia- 
tion.    The  laic  niuiisters  did  not  consider 
that  Decree  in  the  former  light,  or.  pass  it 
over    in   silence    and   contempt,   Uiough 
they  noticed  it  only  by  an  abortive   at- 
tempt at  retaliation.    The  arguments  that 
had  been  urged  by  the  noble  lords  opposite 
in   this  instance,  would  apply  with  more 
force  against  their  own  measure.      The 
learned  lord  (Erskine)  had  said,  that  the 
Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  was  only  a  trifling 
enlargement  of  the  principle  of  the  war 
of  175G.   But  the  principle  of  that  war  was 
founded  upon  this,   that  neutrals  should 
not  be  allowed,  during  war,  to  possess  a 
trade  which  they  had  not  enjoyed  during 
peace,    ^'cither  France  nor  Spain  allowed 
neutrals  to  carry  on  their  coasting  trade 
during  peace,  and  the  principle  of  the  war 
of  1756  was  that  they  should  not  carry  it 
on  in  time  of  war.     This,  a  belligerent 
had  a  right,  upon  the  broad  principle,  to 
resist'  and  refuse.      But  though   nputrals 
were  not  allowed  to  trade  between   Brest 
and  Bourdeaux,  in  time   of  peace   they 
were  not  prohibited  from  trading  between 
Ferrol  and  Brest,  and  between  the  ports  of 
France  and  Spain.     Thi^  trade  therefore 
allowed  during  peace,  they  had  a  right  to 
possess  during  war,  and  upon  the  general 
principle  no  belligerent  had  a  right  consist- 
ently with  the  law  of  nations  to  take  it  from 
them.    This,  however,  the  Order  of  the  7th 
of  Jan.  did  take  from  them,  and  unless  that 
Order  could  be  defended,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  of  nations,  it  was  not  to 
be  justified  at  all.     By  the  copy  of  an 
official  dispatch  foimdhy  his  majesty^s  pre- 
sent ministers  on  their  coming  into  office, 
it  was  evident  that  their  predecessors  en- 
tertained opinions  similar  to  their  own,  on 
the  justice  of  retaliating  upon  the  enemy 
the  measures  of  hostility  which  he  might 
choose  to  adopt  towards  this  country.    We 
had  a  right  to  retaliate,  we  did  retaliate. 
The  extent  of  the  powers  with  which  t^c 
were  at  war,  had  tio  effect  in  depriving  us 
of  that  right.  If  by  that  retaliation  neutrals 
were  incidentally  injured,, it  was  to  be  la- 
mented, but  could  not  tend  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  that, right,    la  the  last  war,  th« 
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.Elbe  and  the  Weser  were  blockaded,  al- 
though one  side  was  occupied  by  neutrals, 
who  must  consequently  have  sustained 
material  injury.  The  tenor  ot  the  French 
Decree  had  been  admitted  by  the  noble 
lordsopposite  themselves.  As tothe attempt 
made  to  insinuate,  that  its  virulence  had 
been  abated  by  the  explanation  given  by 
Decr^s,  the  minister  of  marine,  to  general 
Armstrong,  nothing  could  be  more  futile. 
How  could  any  renunciation,  but  pne  as 
public  and  as  formal  as  the  Decree  itself, 
be  said  to  do  away  its  eflect  ?  Was  France 
to  be  left  to  blow  hot  and  cold  at  plea- 
sure ?  In  cases  tried  in  the  admiralty 
court  in  England, the  eminent  person  who 
presided  in  that  court,  declared  that  De- 
crees explanation  was  nugatory.  Sq  much 
for  the  justice  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
With  respect  to  their  policy,  the  noble 
lord  entered  into  an  exposition  of  the  ad- 
vantages derivable  from  them.  lie  com- 
pared the  measure  with  that  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration, and  contended  that  while  by 
the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  the  ordinary 
law  of  nations  had  been  just  as  much  vio- 
lated as  by  the  Orders  of  the  1 1  th  Nov. 
the  latter  secured  to  the  country  benefits 
which  the  former  was  not  calculatetf  to 
obtain.  It  was  intolerable  that  England 
had  enjoyed  little  advantage  from  her 
maritime  superiority ;  and  that  France, 
who  did  not  dare  show  a  flag  on  the  ocean, 
had  carried  on  such  a  trj^de  by  neutral 
bottoms,  that  the  people  of  that  country 
consumed  colonial  produce  at  a  much  less 
rate  than  the  English.  To  prevent  this 
was  the  great  object  of  the  Orders  in 
Council ;  and  in  doing  this,  so  far  was 
the  trade  of  G.  Britain  from  being  injured, 
that  the  exports  of  the  months  of  Dec.  and 
Jan.  last,  had  exceeded  the  exports  of 
the  cotresponding  months  of  the  preced- 
ing year. 

The  Earl  oi  Lauder  dale  whhaik  the  Orders 
to  be  discussed  on  their  own  positive 
merits,  and  not  on  their  comparative 
merits.  He  believed  that  they  had  been 
infinitely  niischlevoiis.  llicv  injured  neu- 
Imis  much  mart'  tlum  iiie^y  did  the  enemy; 
2ind  were,  in  hi^  opinioji,  t;tntamount  to  a 
decltiratton  of  war  ag^iiiist  Anicrica. 

J^ord  Sidinoulk  wi^s  desimus  that  the 
Ord<?r»  might  be  referred  to  i  committee, 
in  9rti<7r  to  give  hi(u  an  c^pportunity  of 
fitlly  iiiir*?sfrt.":-t^itv.;,  ami  making  up  his 
Hiilid  Ht'porUt^t   subject    on 

iflii^'  -    t  betn  abl^  to  form  a 

rf  f  houjit.*  I  hen  divided, 

ijroxksj  18 —  48 


I 


Non-Contcnts,   61.... Proxies,  4*5- 
'Majority  against  the  motion,  .5jf 
Adjourned    at  tour   o'clock  ou  Tu| 
morning. 

List  of  tJie  Minority, 


Gl<juccster, 

Ellenborough, 

Norfolk, 

Ponsonby, 

DeUtord, 

Carrington, 

Argvle, 

Lauderdale, 

Strttford, 

Uutchiusuiif 

Derby, 

Cassillis. 

Jersey, 

'  Froxist, 

Cowper, 

Bnie, 

Ehsex, 

Tlianet,     . 

Albeiiiurfe, 

Shaftesbury, 

Spencer, 

Bulkfcley, 

Bristol, 

Lucan, 

Breadaibane, 

Ossory, 

Grey, 

Carnarvon, 

Sidinouth, 

Blandford, 

St.  Jolni, 

llosslyn. 

Darn  ley. 

Guilford, 

Kinjr, 

Buckin«;liamshir< 

Be>>borough, 

Suiwell, 

Moira, 

Mendip, 

Grenville, 

St.  Vincent, 

So  mens, 

Braybrooke, 

Auckland, 

YarborougU,    • 

Erbkiiie, 

Holland. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  February  15. 

MiNyTEs.]     Sir  James  Pulteney,  U 
the  select  committee  appointed  to  try  j 
determine   the  merits  of  the  petition 
Joseph   Garland,  esq. ;    and  also  of 
petition  of  sir  Rd.  Bickerton,  bart. ;  se-^ 
rally   complaining  of  an  undue  eletti 
and  double  return  for  the  town  and  couri 
of  the  town  of  Poole ;  informed  the  houJ 
that  the  said  committee  had  deterraind 
That  Joseph  Garland*  esq.  and  sir  Richa 
Bickerton,  bart.  were"  not  duly  electee 
that  John  JefFery,  esq.  was  duly  elected 
and  that  the  lasl  election  for  the  said  tou 
and   county,  so  far  as  respects  the  sa< 
Joseph   Garland   and  sir  Rd.  Bickertoi 
was  a  void   election :    also,  that  the  sai 
petitions  did  not,  either  of  them,  appej 
to  the  said  committee  to  be  frivolous  d 
vexatious. — ^Col.  Strutt  presented  a  Decla| 
ration  from  Mr.  Fuller,  one  of  the  mem 
bers  for  Sussex,  declaring  that  it  was  no 
his  intention  to  defend  his  election  agains 
the  petitions  of  col.  Sergison,  and  certaii 
Freeholders.  The  consideration  of  the  peti 
tions  ^'as  adjourned  to  the  24th^of  Marct 
— ^In  consecjuence  of  the  ill  health  of  Si 
Home   Popnam,   leave  of  absence    wa 
given  to  him  for  a  month.     Mr.  Lushing 
ton,  on  the  same  ground,  postponed  tS 
motion  of  whict  he  had  given  notice  lli 
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to-morrow,  respecting  advances  from  the  ' 
Droits  of  Admiralty  fund  to  sir  Home 
Pophara,        ' 

Expedition  to  Constantinople.]  Mr. 
Toy/or  rose  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  papers  necessary  to  give  a  proper  un- 
derstanding of  the  particulars  connected 
with  the-  Expedition  to  .  Constantinople. 
The  frequent  references  that  had  been 
made  to  this  transaction,  in  the  discussions 
on  the  affair  of  Copenhagen,  to  which  it 
had  been  assimilated  in  principle,  render- 
ed a  more  particular  investigation  neces- 
sary. It  was  contended,  that  whatever 
difference  there  might  be  in  appearance, 
and  certainly  there  was  great  difference  in 
po'mt  of  execution  and  event,  the  principle 
of  the  right  of  attacking  a  neutral  power  was 
exactly  the  same.  But  it  was  not  merely 
to  estimate  the  comparative  right  and  pro- 
priety of  these  attacks  on  neutral  powers, 
that  the  papers  he  was  about  to  move  for, 
ought  to  be  before  the  house.  It  was 
nsual,  when  it  had  been  thought  right  to 
go  to  war  with  a  power  before  friendly,  to 
make  some  communication  to  parliament 
with  respect  to  the  fact  atid  the  motives. 
Now,  we  were  involved  in  a  war  with 
Turkey,  brought  on  by  that  attack,  and 
no  communication  whatever  had  been 
made  to  parliament  on  the  subject.  It 
was  no  private  nor  party  motive  that  had 
induced  him  to  bring  forward  this  motion, 
lie  was  not  connected  with  any  party,  and 
he  h^d  communicated  only  with  one  or 
two  members  on  the  subjec^  Having  a 
short  time  been  resident  in  Turkey,  and 
oonversant  with  the  manners  of  the  people 
Gud  their  political  attachments,  his  atten- 
tion, was  naturally  engaged  by  the  dis- 
patches frpm  his  majesty's  ambassador 
'end'  commanders  in  the  fiardanelles,  and 
ivith  every  attention  that  he  was  able  to 
give,-  he  could  neither  discover  why  the 
armament  %vent,  nor  why  if  came  away. 
Whatever  might  be  the  policy  df  the  Co- 
penhagen Expedition,  it  at  least  afforded 
an  eminent  example  of  judicious  manuge- 
ment  and  able  execution.  When  a  trans- 
action of  that  kind  was  thought  by  some 
to  call  for  enquiry,  he  could  not  bring 
hirtiself  to  think  that  a  transaction  ip 
which  the  character  of  the  navy,  the  fa- 
vourite service  of  the  country,  was  brought 
in  .question  by  ill -success,  ought  to  be 
suffered  to  pass  without  an  investigation, 
which  would  fix  the  blame  of  the  tailure 
where  it  ought  justly  to  fall.  These  were 
the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to 
bring  this  subject  before  the  houoc.     He 


would  abstain  from  pronouncing  any  opi- 
nion till  the  papers  which  were  to  guide 
his  judgment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  hoose, 
should  be  propecly  considered.  He  would 
enumerate  shortly  the  circumstances  of  the 
transaction.  The  British  fleet  appeared 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Dardanelles  on  the 
2dth  of  Jan.  1307,  while  the  British  am- 
bassador ivas  still  at  Constantinople.  The 
British  fleet  attacked  the  castles,  and  forc- 
ed its  passage,  burning  a  Turkish  frigate. 
The  British  fleet  remained  12  days  before 
Constantinople,  and  then  came  back  the 
same  way  without  doing  any  thing  far- 
ther. This  situation  was  one  in  which  no 
British  officer  would  wish  to  remain,  or 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  remain,  without 
inquiry.  The  papers  which  he  would 
move  for  would  go  to  shew  why  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  had  gone  to  the  Dardanelles, 
why  it  had  come  away,  and  what  had 
been  done  there*  He  concluded  with 
moving,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance, 
ofleusivc  and  defensive,  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  signed  at 
Constantinople,  January  5,  1799,  by  sir 
Sidney  Smith,  and  Mr.  Spencer  Smith; 
also  a  Copy  of  any  Secret  Articles  of  the 
said  Treaty  regulating  the  passage  of 
the  Dardanelles  by  British  ships  of  war; 
a  copy  of  a  Dispatch  of  lord  Elgin,  notify- 
ing the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
said  Treaty  ;  a  copy  of  any  Treaty  exist- 
ing between  the  Porte  and  Russia  on  the 
19th  of  Jan.  1807  ;  copies  of  the  Letters 
of  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Arbuthr 
not,  his  majesty's'ambassadoi-  at  Constan- 
tinople, at  the  time  of  the  British  squad- 
ron proceeding  to  that  place;  and  of  Mr. 
Arbuthnot's  Dispatches  after  the  arrival  of 
the  squadron;  copies  of  the  Instructions  is- 
sued to  lord  Collingwood,  and  of  those  issued 
by  him  to  sir  John  Duckworth ;  a  cop}*-  of 
a  Letter  from  sir  Sidney  Smith  to  sir  John 
Duckworth,  relating  to  the  burning  a 
Danish  ship  in  the  Dardanelles  ;  and  co- 
pics,  generally,  of  all  the  Correspondence 
of  lord  Collingwood,  and  the  oflicers  sent 
by  him  on  this  service." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  after  waiting  a 
few  moments  to  see  if  any  one, would  rise 
on 'the  other  side — the  gentlemen  there 
being  particularly  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject, and  therefore  naturally  supposed  to 
be  anxious  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  delivering  their  sentiments — fell  him- 
self how  called  upon,  in  consequence -of 
their  silence,  to  state  what  his  sense  of  his 
duty  suggested  to  him  with  respect  to  the 
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motion  now  oflered.  He  had  said»  on  a 
former  night,  that  the  motion  was  brought 
forward  without  his  knowledge  or  concur- 
rence! the  hon.  mover  had  stated  the 
same  thing  this  night.  Not  having  the 
honour  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  hon. 
^ent.,  he  had  had  no  means  of  ascertain- 
mg  the  nature  of  the  intbrraation  he  meant 
to  call  for,  till  the  hon.  gent,  did  him  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  him,  this  morning,  a 
Ii3t  of  the  Papers  he  meant  to  move  for. 
Since  that  time,  he  had  considered 'and  in- 
vestigated all  the  circumstances  as  much 
as  the  time  allowed,  and  he  would  now 
state,  how  far  it  was  possible  and  proper 
to  comply  with  the  motions.  The  first 
motion,  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Alliance 
with  the  Porte,  there  could  be  no  difficulty 
of  acceding  lo.  The  treaty  was  matter  of 
public  record  and  notoriety,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  reserve  with  respect  to 
it.  As  to  any  Secret  Articles  regulating 
the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  by  British 
ships  of  war,  he  could  find  no  traces  of 
such  articles.  On  reference  to  the  books 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  it  was  found  that 
the  Treaty  had  been  for  a  time  taken  away 
by  a  person  connected  with  the  office, 
and  not  returned  to  the  custody  of  the 
librarian  to  whom  it  properly  belonged. 
Till  the  treaty  was  got  back,  it  could  not 
be  ascertained  whether  there  was  or  was 
not  any  secret  articles  of  Hie  nature  alluded 
to.  There  could  be  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
ducing a  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  lord 
Elgin,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  Treaty.  With  respect 
to  any  Treaty  between  Russia  and  the 
Porte,  in  Jan.  19,  1807,  he  did  not  con- 
ceive how  that  could  be  laid  before  the 
house.  His  majesty's  government  was 
seldom  in  possession  of  such  copies  of  the 
treaties  of  foreign  powers  as  could  be  laid 
before  parliament,  unless  when  such  trea- 
ties were  to  be  made  the  basis  of  any  ar- 
rangement here.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  say,  whether  the  treaty  between  Russia 
and  ihe  Porte  contained  any  stipulation  to 
\vl*it  h  G-  BiiUuri  was  ravited  to  accede, 
iitii  tlic  ireyty  wus  niiitter  of  notoriety,  to 
he  found  ia  ali  tht-  Inmks  of  public  papers, 
antt  of  cour^  might  be  referred  to  with- 
out difficulty  in  rlebaie.  The  copies  of 
tile  Coi  responilence  between  the  Secretary 
*>f  titafe  and  Mr.  Aibuthnot  were  in  the 
olEce,  as  n*ell  as  tiie  Official  Notes  during 
the  ti^iisactions  in  the  Dardanelles,  and 
I  U»cyui»gbt  be  produced  if  the  house  should 

^.      ihmk  proper.     Cojiu^s  ot  the  Orders  to 
^ft    tmd  ColliJig%vood,  aud  from  him  to  admi- 


rals Duckworth  and  Louis,  might  a1 
produced.  The  Letter  of  sir^dney 
he  had  i^ot  been  able  to  f)nd ;  but 
it  should  be  found,  it  .might  be  pro< 
as  well  as  the  rest.     He  had  thus  far 
over  the  list  for  the  satisfaction  o 
hon.  gent,  who  had  made  the  motion, 
himself,  he  saw  no  ground  for  institi 
an  inquiry  under  present  circumstai 
But  he  was  persuaded,  the  house  w 
feel  that  his  majesty';^  ministers  were  ci 
upon  to  give  every  information,  when 
production  of  all  that  could  be  given 
called   for   by  the  lion,  gentlemen 
composed  the  administration  under  w: 
this  transaction  had  taken  place.     He 
followed  literally  the  order  of  the  moti 
made  by  the  hon.  gent.     It  was  impel 
ble  for  him  to /be  aware  what  view 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  took  of  the 
tion.     They  would  themselves  state  hi 
they  wished  to  arrange  and  modify 
production  of  the  documents.    He  was 
aware  of  any  practical  benefit  that  co 
arise  to  the  country  firom  the  investi^ 
tion  proposed ;  but,  after  what  had  be 
said  on  the  other  side,  he  did  not  feel  hii 
self  at  liberty  to  dissuade  the  house  frol 
going  into  it. 

Mr.  T.   Grenvillc  waited  for  the  rig] 
hon.  secretary  to  state  how  far  his  sense 
public  duty  would  allow  him«tocompll 
with  the  motions  offered.     Till  he  ha] 
heard  the  right  hon.  secretary's  sentiment 
on  this  head,  he  could  not  know  what  fu 
ther  information  it  would  be  necessary  fol 
him  to  call  for  by  a  supplementary  mo 
tion.     The  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ar 
buthnot  was  extremely  voluminous,  muc' 
of  it  not  bearing  on  the  question  the  hon 
gent.'s  speech  referred  to.     He  could  noi 
say   how  much   of  that   corresponilenc 
might  be  necessary  to  give  the  house  just 
grounds  to  form  its  judgment.     When  the 
right  hon.  gent,  should  have  produced  all 
he  intended   to  give  under  the  motions 
now  made,  he  should  consider  what  fur- 
ther information  it  would   be  necessary 
for  him  to  call  for. .  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  mover,  that  no  opinion  ought  to  be 
expressed  till  the  hous^  should  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  proper  documents.     But  he 
thought  the  hon.  gent,  differed   from  his 
own  rule,  and  expressed  upon  some  points 
stronger  opinions  than  were  warranted  in 
the  first  stage  of  ah  enquiry.     From  the 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  his  ma- 
jesty's councils^  the  late  ministers  had  not 
the  advantage  of  b^ing  in  possession  of 
the    papers  principally  relating   to  the 
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transactions  in  the  Dardanelles,  and  there -^ 
fpre  they  could  not  know  what  those 
papers  contained  material  or  immaterial 
to  thieir  cause.  In  the  admiralty,  from 
the  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  business 
was  carried  on  fonnaily  by  the  Board  in 
general,  but  often  confidentially  by  the 
first  lord  alone,  who  was  generally  a 
member  .of  the  cabinet,  and  who  often 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  communicate 
to  the  Board  what  he  did  ;  a  correspond- 
ence frequently  passed  between  the  First 
Lord  and  the  commander  of  an  Expedi- 
tion,' which  was  not  communicated  to  the 
Board.  Having  been  himself  in  the  situa- 
tion of  first  lord  of  the  jVdmiralty  at 
the  time  of  the  transactions  which  were 
referi'ed  to  in  the  hon.  gent/s  mo|iuns,  he 
could  not  ascertain  whether  all  that  had 
passed  through  his  bands  was  to  be  had-  in 
the  office.  But  a  great  part  of  the  dis- 
patches had  arrived  after,  and  of  this  he 
could  know  nothing  whatever.  It  would 
appear  by  the  report  of  sir  T.  Louis,  -who 
was  sent  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
Turkish  fleet,  the  arsenals  and  castles  of 
the  Dai^danelles,  on  the  5th  of  Dec.  that 
the  hon.  admiral  thought  the  force  sent 
amply  sufScient.  This  was  six  weeks  be- 
fore the  expedition.  He  was  anxious  to 
have  before  ihe  house  the  dispatch  of  lord 
ColUngwood  respecting  thi^  report,  •  He 
bad  in  this  vieyir  written  to  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  to  ascertaiin  whether  the  paper 
was  m  their  office.  The  Board  returned 
for  answer  that  no  ^uch  paper  was  to  be 
found  in  their  office,  and  that  they  doubted 
whether  it  existed.  He  then  sent  them 
his  own  CQpy,  which,  after  pressing  it  as 
strongly  as  he  could  upon  them  on  public 
<grouimjs,  they  twice  returned  as  not  essen- 
tial tb  any  public  service, "  and  relating  to 
a  transaction  wholly  gone  by :- — a  transr 
action  in  which  lord  CoUingwood's  con- 
duct might  possibly  be  implicated,  on  the 
ground  of  sending  an  insufficient  force  to 
the  Dardanelles,  could  not  be  {properly 
looked  upon  with  ;6uch  indi^rence ;  for 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  throw  ai)y 
part  of  the  responsibility  off  himself  on 
any  -body,  yet  certainly  lord  Collingwood 
might  be  supposed  to  have  most  to  do 
Wtth  the  appomtment  of  the  rate  of  fprce 
sent.  Neither  was  it  r€^spectfial  to  parlia- 
infint  to  resist  a  document  so  proper  to 
throw  light  on  a  mat^r,  about  whrch  an 
inquiry  was  to  be  instituted  in  the  house 
of  commons.  With  VQsqp^ct  bo  the  a^gra- 
valed  statement  of  attacking  aneutcal  and 
«aa  aUy  in  time  of  |)eac€b  it  would  appear 


by  the  Instructions  to  lord  ColUngwood, 
that  the  attack  was  not  to  be  made,  nor 
any  hostile  step  taken,  till  our  ambassador 
should  have  iiiiurnied  the  admiral  tl^at  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  had  ceased  to 
exist.  Xord  CoUing^^'ood  being  absent  in 
the  Mediterranean,  he  knew  not  how  the 
bouse  could  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
important  papers  he  had  referred  to,  ex- 
cept in  the  manner  he  had  proposed,  and 
he  left  it  to  the  house  to  judge  of  the' fair- 
ness with  which  he  had  been  treated  by 
the  board  of  Admiralty.  He  hoped  the 
house  would  give  him  at  least  the  relief  of 
considering  the  paper  in  his  hands  as  au- 
thentic. He  hoped  the  fullest  information 
would  be  gi'anted,  and  he  challenged  the 
fullest  inquiry  upon  that  information. 

Mr.  Wdkdeif  Vole  explained  the  grounds 
on  which  the  board  of  admiralty  had  c5on- 
ceivcd  it  impossible  to  retain  the  papers 
sent  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  The  office 
of  lord  high  suamiral  -being  executed  by 
commissioners,  it  was  necessary  that  all 
orders  should  be  signed  by  three  of  those 
cemmissioners.  The  first  lord  was  un- 
questionably in  the  habit  of  private  cor- 
respondence wi^h  officers  on  service ;  but 
no  officer  would  be  justified  in  acting  o\\ 
such  private  communication.  Even  in  the 
right  hon.  gent's,  letter  to  lord  ColUng- 
wood, he  had  admitted  this,  by  stating, 
that  his  lordship  would  receive  official  in- 
structions on  the  subject.  Those  iustruc- 
tions  were  sent ;  duplicates  of  them  were 
now  in  the  admiralty  office,  and  might  be 
produced  if  required.  He  begged  to  call 
to  the  recollection  of  the  right  hon.  gient., 
tbe  practice  of  the  admiralty  when  a  pri- 
vate communication  to  or  from  the  first 
lord  was  made  official.  The  first  lord 
brought  it  to  the  board.  It  was  read  by 
the  secretaiy;  a  minute  wSis  made  of  the 
transaction  ;  an  order  proceeded  upon  it, 
and  that  document  remained  in  the  office. 
Surely  then,  the  right  hon.  gent,  could 
neyer  contend,,  that  letters  of  so  old  a 
date,  which  he  had  communicated  to  the 
board  while  in  office,  afld  which  he  had 
never  communicated  at  all  to  the  board 
untill  the  last  4  or  5  days,  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived as  official.  It  was  impossible  to  find 
a  precedent  for  such  a  proceeding  cm  the 
records  of  the  admiralty  office ;  and  he 
had  searched  narrowly  for  that  purpose. 
If  the  principle  was  admitted,^  what, would 
prevent  any  private  person,  who  had  be- 
loneed  to  any  board  at  any  period,  from 
sendjng  to  that  board  any  private  papers, 
and  insisting  upon  tlieir  bem^xeceired  as 
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official  documents  ?  On  this  subject  he 
could  appeal  with  confidence  to  any  gentle- 
man who  had  sat  at  the  admiralty  board. 
There  was  no  disposition  to  prevent  the 
right  hon.  gent,  from  obtaining  his  object. 
He  would  tell  him  how  he  could  perhaps 
get  at  it. .  Probably  lord  Collingwood  had 
sent  sir  T.  Liouis's  report  to  the  admiralty, 
in  which  case  it  could  certainly  be  pro- 
duced. If  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  the  ple- 
nitude of -his  power,  fancied  that  he  was 
lord  Jiigh  admiral, 'and  that  he  could  act  as 
such  without  assistance,  he  was  very  much 
mistaken, 

Mr.  Grencille  explained,  and  defended 
himself  from  the  imputation  of  baring  ar- 
rogated a  consequence  that  did  not  belong 
to  him. 

Mr.  G.  /oAw5/<>wf  thought,  that,  there  was 
a  very  striking  difference  berween  the  Co- 
penhagen 'expedition  and  the  Turkish  in 
this  respect.  If  ministers  had  been  wrong 
in  the  Copenhagen  expedition,  there  might 
be  some  practical  effect  in  taking  the  opi- 
nion of  the  house  upon  it,  as  in  such  case 
the  house  might  address  his  majesty  to  re- 
move his  ministers.  He  did  not  see,  how- 
ever, any  practical  result  from  enquiring 
into  the  expedition  to  the  Dardanelles,  as 
the  advisers  of  it  were  not  now  in  office. 
H«  presumed,  that  nobody  wished  to  move 
an  impeachment  against  them,  or  to  ad- 
dress his  majesty  that  they  should  never 
again  be  taken  into  his  service. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  the  hon.  gent. 
was  nnich  mistaken,  in  supposing  that  the 
only  practical  effect  in  taking  the  opinion 
of  the  house,  could  be  to  remove  one  set  of 
ministers  from  their  places.  There  was 
a  consideration  still  more  important  than 
places,  and  that  was  character.  The 
practical  result  which  other  gentlemen  who 
sat  near  him  wished,  was  to  vindicate  their 
characters  against  tinauthorized  and  un- 
founded misrepresentations  and  calumnies. 
Some  of  their  opponents  seemed  to  wish, 
that  this  subject  should  lie  open  as  a  per- 
petual fund  for  insinuations ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  they  shrunk  from  bringhig  it 
fairly  to  a  trial.  He  and  his  former  col- 
leagues in  office  wished  that  it  ishould  be 
brought  to  a  trial,  and  that  insinuation  and 
misrepresentation  upon  this  subject  should 
be  at  an  end.  He  could. not  conceive  on 
^  what  priciple  the  board  of  admiralty  could 
refuse  to  keep  in  their  house,  documents  so 
important  as  those  which  had  been  offered 
by  his  right  hon.  friend.  He  thought  the 
public  offices  ought  to  be  full  of  such  re- 
cords, which  might  be  useful  in  future 


wars.  A  board  of  admiralty  might  as 
well  say  they  did  not  want  maps  or  charts 
as  to  say  that  such  papers  as  admiral  Louis's 
report  of  the  strength  of  the- Dardanelles 
was  unimportant.  He  thought  that  if  they 
could  not  see  any  other  way  iti  which  they 
might  be  useful,  they  might,  at  least,  have 
seen  that,  in  justice  to  the  ministers  who 
advised  those  measures,  these  papers  ought 
to  have  been  preserved. 

Lord  Castlereagh  could  not  perceive  any 
necessity  for  entering  into  any  enquiries 
on  this  subject,  nor  that  it  could  lead  to 
any  benefi  cial  result.  He  thougfetJiowever 
that  the  board  of  admiralty  were' quite 
right  in  refusing  to  make  this  private  let- 
ter  an  official  document.  Without  mean- 
ing the  slightest  imputation  on  the  right 
hon.  gent,  if  he  could  make  his  private 
letter  considered  as  an  official  document, 
any  other  gentleman  who  had  been  in 
office,  might  come  at  any  time  with  gar- 
bled communications,  and  insist  upon  their 
being  received  as  official.  The  gentlemen  ' 
who  pleased  to  make  those  communications 
to  the  admiralty,  might  give  what  they 
pleased,  and  withhold  what  they  pleased. 
Although  he  had  the  firmest  reliance  on 
the  honour  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  yet  it 
ought  not-  to  be  left  entirely  to  individual 
integrity  and  honoui",  to  say  what  papers 
should  be  presented  for  the  purpose  of  b,eing 
made  official.  He  could  not  avoid  noticing 
the  laxity  of  public  morals  that  was  some- 
times manifest  in  the  conduct  of  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side.  They  condemned 
most  loudly  the  practice  of  reading  par- 
tial extracts  from  dispatches,. and  yet  it 
was  what  they  proposed  in  the  present'in- 
stance.  A  noble  lord  also  in  another  place 
(earl  Grey),  who  had  appeared  to  feel 
most  sorely  upon  an  extract  of  a  dispatch 
of  his  being  read,  had  yet  shewn  no  sci-u- 
ple,  at  the  time  he  was  in  office,  to  reJd 
extracts  from  other  people's  dispatches, 
and  had'  read  in  that  house  extracts  from 
his  (lord  C.'s)  dispatches.  In  fact,  it  was 
well  known,  that  when  ministers  laid  any 
particular  information  before  the  house,  it 
was  from  extracts  ;  and  they  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  recite  all  the  voluminous 
matter  connected  \vith  the  subject.  As 
to  the  importance  of  these  papers,  he  con- 
ceived that  the  report  of  admiral  Louis 
was  only  introduced  as  a  convoy  to  get  in 
the  private  letter  Vhich  the  right  hon. 
gent,  wished  to  have  entered  as  an  official 
document.  He  could  take  upon  himself 
to  say  confidently,  that  this  report  was 
either   at  the  admiralty  or  at  his.  office. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ-IC 


495]        PARL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  13,  1808— iWr.  Taylor* s  Motion  relative  to        [m 


ilo  "i-ejnembered  perfectly  that  he  had  read 
it,  without  being  indebted  to  the  right 
hon.  geht/s  store  of  private  information. 
The  admiralty-,  theretbre,  co^Ul  have  no 
use  in  duplicates  of  dispatches  which  wen) 
already  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  Tiemey  defended  the  conduct  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  £Lnd  denied  that  there 
was  the  smallest  ground  for  the  analogy 
the  noble  lord  attempted  to  deduce  be- 
tween the  case  of  this  letter,  and  the 
garbled  extracts  to  which  the  noble  lord 
had  'alluded.  But,  .to  prove  any  sort  of 
similitude  between  this  transaction  and  the 
other,  the  noble  lord  must  shew  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  attempted  to  produce 

f>artial  and  mutilated  eijctracts  from  the 
etters  in  question,  instead  of  the  complete 
documents.  He  did  not  wish  to  enlarge 
further  on  this  topic  of  garbled  extracts, 
in  charity  to  the  feelings  of  a  right  hon, 
gent,  opposite  him,  after  the  seyore  re- 
proach he  had  received  upon  that  head 
from  tlie  highest  authority  in  this  country. 
Another  hon.  gent,  was  averse  to  tlic  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  moved  for,  because 
he  said,  it  was  of  no  use  to  defend  men 
out  of  office.  But  the  hon.  gent,  sreraed 
to  be  quite  of  the  contrary  opinion  as  to 
the  necessity  of  adducing  documents  for 
defending  men  iit  ofllce,  from  the  loudness 
q(  his  cheering,  on  a  former  night,  when 
partial  extracts  from  dispatches  were  read 
to  vindicate  their  conduct;  but  the  pub- 
lic, who  felt  that  in  the  persons  of  his 
hon.  friends  on  that  side  of  the  house  the 
country  had  its  best  frienfi^,  felt  anx'cty 
for  their  vindication  ;  and  it  was  a  duty 
the  house  owed  to  th^ir  characters  to 
allow  them  the  investigation  they  so 
earnestly xlesired.,  Tliere  appeared,  how- 
ever, an  extraordinary  decree  of  reluct- 
ance and  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  the 
^ight  hon.  secretary,  in  acceding  to  the 
inotion  before  the  house ;  his  language 
was—'  You  may  hnve  this,  aiid  perhaps 
you  might  have  that ;  but  investigation 
is  not  necessary,  because  no  charire's  are 
brought  against  you.'  He  denied  the 
assertion :  ciiarges  were  brought,  and  those 
of  the  most  serious  nature ;  no  less  than 
those  of  having  brought  disgrace  upon  his 
majesty's  character,  and  tarnished  the 
•plendour  of  his  arms,  by  seizing  upon 
Alexandria  from  a  power  with  whom  we 
were  on  terms  of  amity,  without  any  decla- 
ration of  hostility,  and  sending  an  expedi- 
tion against  Constantinople  without  a  mili- 
tary force  to  support  it.  It  was  Uiiaiusl 
those  charges  that  his  right  hon.   iimrl 


wished  to  vindicate  their  characters,  by  a 
full  investig-ation  of  their  conduct;  and  it, 
might  as  well  be  said,  that  courts-martial, 
such  as  that  now  going  on  at  Chelsea,  were 
vain  and  use  I  ess,,  as  an  investigation  of  the 
conduct  of  publk  minister?,  whose  honour 
and  characters  were  implicated,  and  who 
had  a  right  to  demand  a  fair  trial,  and  be 
either  acquitted  or  condemned  in  the  face 
of  their  country.  He  hoped,  not  only 
that  the  papers  moved  for  would  be  grant- 
ed, but  even  others  which .  his  hon.  friends 
might  deem  necessary,  to  the  fullest  in- 
formation of  parliament  and  their  own 
vindication. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  in  cxjjlanation,  denied 
that  he  felt  any  pleasure,  or  expressed  any 
applause  when  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Canning)  was  reading  the  extracts  from 
official  dispatches,  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  On  the  con- 
trary, much  as  he  admired  the  speech  of 
h/s  right  hon.  friend,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  sayinc,  that  he  highly  disapproved  of . 
the  introduction  of  the  extracts  referred  to, 
because  such  a  practice  appeared  to  him 
quite  inconsistent  with  fairness  in  de- 
bate. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
the  papers  should  be  produced.  An  hon. 
gent,  had  made  a  motion,  accompanied 
with  ob.se rvations,  pointedly  criminating 
the  gentlemen  opposite,  who  wished  for 
the  papers  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  ac- 
cusation. Unless,  therefore,  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers  would  bo  attended 
with  public  inconvenience,  which  did  not 
appear  lo  l;c  tlie  ca^^e,  he  could  see  no 
ground  for  withholding  them.  He  de- 
fended the  Adauralty  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  having  acted  in  an  unmanly  and 
uncandid  manner  to  the  right  hon.  gent. 
If  they  had  suppressed,  er  if  they  had 
burned,  his  communications,  they  mi^dii 
have  justly  been  so  accused  ;  but  by  re- 
turning them,  they  gave  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  th^Mn  before  the  pub- 
lic in  any  other  siiape  which  he  chose. 

IVIr.  Croker  would  have  been  better 
pleased,  if  papers  had  been  called  for 
which  would  have  thrown  a  light  on  thfe 
planning  of  the  expedition,  i*aflicr  llian  on 
the  execution  of  it ;  he  thought  that  the 
admiralty  were  bound  to  refuse  the  right 
hon,  gent.'s  letters  as  they  hard  done. 

Mr.  Taylor  made  a  short  reply. — The 
question  was  tlien  put  on  the  first  motion, 
whi*:h  was  carried,  with  the  omission  of 
that  part  \\hich  related  to  the  JSecret  Ar- 
ticles in   the   ticaty   with  the   Ottomau 
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Porte,  and  the  regulations  for  British  ships 
passing  the  Dardanelles. 

Mr.  Johnstone,  consistently  with  his  de- 
clared opinion  that  investigation  was  not 
necessary,  moved  an  amendment  in  the 
motion  respecting  the  correspondence  be- 
tween his  majesty's  secretary  of  state  and 
Mr.  Arbuthnot,  resident  at  Constantinople, 
relative  to  and  connected  with  the  causes 
of  hostilities  with  Turkey,  by  omitting 
every  thing  after  the  word  •  relative,'  and 
inserting,  <  the  causes  of  hostilities  now 
existing  with  the  Ottoman  Porte.' — ^The 
motion,  as  amended,  was  then  put  and 
carried.  The  following  are  copies  of  the 
papers  moved  for. 

[Papers  relating  to  the  Expe- 
dition TO  Constantinople.]  The 
following  are  copies  of  the  Papers  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons  in  pur- 
suance of  the  above  motious :  viz. 

PAPERS. 
Presented  by  His  majesty's  com- 
mand TO  the  house  of  commons, 

PURSUANT    TO   THEIR   ADDRESS    OF 
FEB.    15,    1808. 

No.  I.— TREATY  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

In  the  name  of  God  Almighty. — The 
uninterrupted  good  understanding  which 
has  always  subsisted  between  the  august 
Court  of  London  and  the  Sublime  Otto- 
man Porte,  and  the  circumstances  of  that 
state  of  waf  in  which  the  two  sovereigns 
of  the  Briti^i  and  Ottoman  empires  are 
engaged,  in  consequence  of  the  perfidious 
and  multiplied  aggressions  of  the  French, 
have  created  in  them  a  mutual  desire  to 
cement  the  ties  of  their  ancient  friendship ; 
aud  a  defensive  alliance  having  just  been 
concluded  between  the  Sublime  Porte  and 
his  maj.  the  ediperor  of  all  the  Russias,  the 
friend  and  2Xff  of  his  Britannic  maj.;  in 
which  alliance,  founded  upon  the  basis  of 
a  mutual  guarantee  of  their  empires,  of  the 
rc-estabtisfanienl  and  rrHjtim^iince  of  tran- 
qiiillityj  and  of  the  prcservjitiou  of  other 
powers,  it  h  agreed  ihat  his  Britunnic  miy. 
fiball  be  invited  lt>  arcrdL*  to  \i  :  their  said 
m»Jestie!s^  uamelv,  his  nmj,  Geo*  3.  king  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  uud  his  Imperial  maj. 
iullmi  St^lim  the  3rd  Ibe  niir^l  mighty  Olto- 
nuui  t!mptror.  being  equally  dcarous  of 
cvnlrihiiut^i;  to  thi?  H^fety  nntl  interests  of 
tildf  f^j-M'Ctiif^  ^  '  to  I  he  restora- 

tlofl  of  gcncn?  1  Europe,  have 

lo  Hhh  cffc-xrt .  ^heir  Plenipo- 

U»tiack3tt  vis,  >.  Britain  on 


his  part,  sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  knight, 
mander  and  grand  cross  of  the  roya 
tary  order  of  the  sword,  and  comni 
of  his  squadron  at   present  in  the 
and  John  Spencer  Smith,  esq.  his  m 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Sublime   Oti 
Porte;  and  his   Iraperial   mvtjesty 
part,  the  right  exc.  and  right  bon.  I? 
Ibraham  Isinet  Bey,  with   the  title  of 
Asker  of  Roumili  and  formerly  of  Ci 
Constantinople,  and  Ahmed  Aalif,  Re 
fendi ;  who  having  reciprocally  comn 
cated  their  full  powers,  proved  to 
good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upot 
following  Articles:— Article  I.    His  Bri 
nic  maj.  already  connected  with  his 
the  empert)r  of  Russia  by  the  ties  of 
strictest  alliance,   accedes  by  the  pre 
treaty  to  the  defensive  alliance  which 
just  been  concluded  between  his  maj 
the  Ottoman  emperor  and  the  empero 
Russia,  in  as  far  as  its  stipulations  are 
plicable  to  the  local  circumstances  of 
empire  and  of  that  of  the  Sublime  Poi 
and  reciprocally,  his  maj.  the  Ottoman  c 
peror.  concludts  by  tliis  treaty  the  su 
engagements  with   his   Britannic   maj. 
that   by  virtue   of  the  present  defens 
treaty,   and  of  the  alliances^  and  treaJ 
which  already  exist,  there  shall  be  es 
blished  for  ever  between  the  three  empir 
peace,  good    understanding,   and   perfa 
friendship  by  sea  and  by  land,  so  that  i 
the  future  the  friends  of  one  of  the  parll 
shall  be  the  friends  of  the  other,  and  the  er 
mies  of  the  one  shall  be  equally  regarded 
the  enemies  of  the  others:  it  is  for  this  reas( 
that  the  two  high  contracting  parties  pr 
mise   and   engage  to  communicate  free 
with  each  other  in  all  affairs  which  may  ii 
terest  their  tranquillity  and  reciprocal  sc 
curity,  and  to  take  with  one  accord  the  m 
cessary  measures  to  oppose  all  projects  bos 
tile  to  themselves,  and  to  bring  about  gen€ 
rdl  tranquillity. — Art.  II.  In  order  to  giv 
full  and  iutire  effect  to  this  alliance,  th 
high  contracting  parties  mutually  guarante 
their  possessions  to  each  other:  his  Bri 
tannic  majesty  guarantees  to  the  Otlomai 
Porte  all  the  possessions  without  exceptior 
which  it  held  immediately  before  the  inva 
sion  of  Egypt  by  the  French ;  and  recipro 
cally  his  maj.  the  Ottoman  emperor  gua 
rantees  to  G.   Britain  all  its  possession 
without  any  exception  whatever. — Art.  Ill 
Although  the  two  contracting  parties  re 
serve  to  themselves  the  full  right  of  enteriii 
into  negociation  with  other  powers,  and  < 
concluding  with  them  any  treaties  whic 
2K 
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their  interests  may  require,  they  neverthe- 
less mutually  engage,  in  the  luost  biuding 
manner,  that  those  treaties  shall  not   con- 
tain any  condilion  which  can  ever  cause  the 
least  injury,  damage,  or  prejudice  to  dther 
ef  the  two,  or  be  detrimental  to  the  mte- 
grjty  of  their  states;  they 'promise  on   the 
contrary  to  consult  and  to  preserve  to  the 
best  of  their  power  their  reciprocal  honour, 
security,  and  advantage.— Art.  IV.   In  all 
cases  of  hostile  attack  against  the  states  of 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  the  succour 
to  be  furnished  by  the  oilier  shall  be  /egu- 
laled  by  the  principles  of  good  frfith,  con- 
formably to  the  intimate  friendship  which 
eiiists  between  the  two  empires,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  the  exigency  of 
the  cases  in  question. — Art.  V.  The  two 
contracting  parties  acting  together,  either 
with  the  whole  of  their  forces  or  with  the 
succours  fumbhed  in  virtue  of  this  alli- 
ance, one  of  the  parlies  shall  not  conclude 
any  peace  or  permanent  truce  without  com- 
prehending in  it  the  other  party,  and  pro- 
viding for  its  security ;  and  in  case  of  an 
attack  upon  one  of  the  parties,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  stipulations  of  this.treaty  or 
of  their  iiiithful  execution,  the  other  party 
shall  assist  him  in  the  manner  the  most 
expedient  and  most  confoimable  to   the 
common  interests,  according  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case.-  Art.  Vi.  The  two  high 
conlracling  parties  are  agreed  and  have  de- 
termined, that  when  their  fleets,  squadrons, 
vessels,  and  other  ships  of  war  shall  meet, 
they  shall  salute  each  other,  observing,  as 
to  which  side  shall  commence  the  salute, 
the  superiority  of  the  rank  of  the  comman- 
ders, indicated  by  their  flags.     And  in  case 
their  raijk  shall  be  equal,  they  shall  not  sa- 
lute each  otiicr.    The  salute  shall  be  re- 
turned by  an  «»qual  number  of  guns.     On 
a  meeting  taking  place,  boats  shall  there- 
fore ,be  sent  in  order  to  concert  mutually, 
and  to  avoid  all  misunderstanding. — Art. 
VII.  The  trophies  and  all  the  booty  which 
may  have  been  taken  from  the  enemy,  shall 
belong  t6  the   troops  which  have   taken 
them.— Art.  VIII.  The  two  high  contract- 
ing parties  being  actually  at  war  with  the 
common  enemy,  agree  to  make  common 
cause«^  and  not  to  conclude  any  peace  or 
truce  but  with  one  accord,  as  has  been  sti- 
pulated in   the  fifth  Article;  so  that  on 
one  side  the  Sublime  Porte,  notwithstand- 
ing the  cessation  of  the  present  attack  di- 
rected against  her  states,  shall  be  bound'to 
continue  the  war,  and  to  remain  faithfully 
attached  to  the  cause  of  her  august  allies, 


until  the  conclusioD  of  a  peace,  just  and 
honourable  for  them  and  for  herself;  and 
on  the  other  side,  his  Britannic  maj.  shall 
be  equally  bound  not  to  nwke  peace  with 
the  common  enemy,  without  providing  for 
the  interests,  the  honour,  and  the  security  of 
the  Ottoman  empire.— Art.  IX.  The  two 
allies  thus  making  common  cauie,  promise  to 
comnmnicate  to  each  other  their  intentions 
relative  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  and 
the  conditions  of  |)eace,  and  to  concert  with 
each  other  on  these  subjects,  guiding  them- 
selves by  the  principles  of  justice    and 
equity. — Art.  X.    In  order  to  render  more 
efiicacious  the  assistance,  to  be  furnished 
by  both  parties  in  the  present  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  this  treaty  of  alliance, 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  shall  con- 
cert together  on  the  measures  which  may 
be  best  calculated  to  defeat  the  pernicious 
projects  of  the  enemy  in  general,  and  par- 
ticularly in    Egypt,  and   to    destroy  his 
trade  in  the  Levant  and  the  Mediterranean  ; 
and  to  this  efiect  his  maj.  the  Ottoman 
emperor  engages  not   only  to  shut  all  his 
ports  without  exception  to  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy,   but  also  to  employ  in  his 
slates  against  him,  in  order  to  impede  the 
execution   of  hb  ambitious  projects,  an 
army   of  at  least   1()(),()00  men,  and  to 
augment  it,  if  the  case  should  require  it, 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  hb  forces.     He 
shall  also  put  his  naval  force  in  a  state  of 
preparation,  to  act  in  concert  with  that  of 
his  allies  in  the  seas  before  mentioned ;  and 
his  Britannic  maj.  reciprocally  engages  on 
his  part,  to  employ  in  the  said  seas,  a  jiaval 
force  always  proportionate  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  in  order  equally  to  annoy  him,  con- 
certing ^vith  the  fleets  of  his  allies  the  means 
of  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  tl^e  exe- 
cution of  the  enemy *s.p1ans,  and  more  es- 
pecially of  preventiug  any  attack  upon  the 
states  and  provinces  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire.— Art.  XI.   It  being  understood  that 
the  continuance  of  the  British  forces  in  the 
Levant  has  for  its  principal  object  the  defence 
of  the  Turkish  coasts,  and  that  desertion  by 
weakening  the  means  must  infallibly  prove 
detrimental  to  that  object,  the  two  high  con- 
tracting parties  engage  not  to  tolerate  it 
under  any  motive  or  pretext  whatsoever^ — 
Art.  XII.  Although  the  two  high  contracting 
"parties  are  anxious  to  preserve  these  engage- 
ments in  force  as  long  as  possible,  yet  as  cir- 
cumstances may  in  time  require  some  change 
in  them,  it  b  agreed  to  fix  the  term  of  eight 
years  for  the  duration  of  this  definitive  treaty 
of  alliance,  counting  from  the  daj^  of  the  ex* 
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cfaaQge  of  the  ratifications.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  thattenij,  the  two  parlies  will  enter 
Into  amicHble  discussion  for  iU  renewal,  con- 
fo  rmi  iig  t  Ue  ni  se  i  V  t  s  t  o  thee  xis!  Ing  si  tuii  t  ion 
of  ai)Wirs. — Art.  XllL  Tiie  p refill  treatv  t>f 
defensive  alliance  slinU  be  riitjfied  by  liis 
ini}j,  the  kiii|Ef  of  G.  Britain,  and  his  maj, 
the  OttomoiJ  emperor,  and  the  ratiticatiotis 
shall  be  exchanged  at  Constantioople  in  3 
months,  or  sooner  if  possible.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  ministers 
{>]euipoteDtiary  aforesaid,  have  signed  the 
present  treaty  of  alliance,  and  have  affixed 
to  it  the  seal  of  our  arms,  together  with 
that  of  the  legation  of  his  Britannic  maj. 
at  the  Subluue  Ottoman  Porte.  Done  at 
Constantinople,  the  .5th  of  Jan.  1799.  Wm. 
Sidney  Smith,  John  Spencer  Smith, 
Ibrahim  IsmaelBey,  Ahmed  Aatiff 
Reis  Effendi. 

No.  IL — Extract  of  a  Dispatph  from  the 

Earl  of  Elgin  to  Lord  Grcnville,  dated 

Constantinople,  25th  Nov.  1799. 

On  Saturday  (Nov.  23)  I  had  the  honour 

of  presenting  my  credentials  to  the  Kai- 

jnacam  who  now  supplies  the  place  of  the 

Grand  Vizier,  and  by  particular  request, 

at  the  same  time  exchanged  the  ratification 

of  the  treaty  with  which  his  maj.  had  been 

graciously  pleased  to  intrust  me. 

No.  III.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
the  right  hon.  Ch.  Arbuthnot  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Fox,  dated  Buyukdere,  25lh 
Aug.  I8O6. — Received  29th  Sept. 
It  was  yesterday  settled^  at  the  Porte 
that  the  present  Hospodars  of  Moldavia 
and  Wallachia  should  be  recalled,  and  that 
prince  Charles  Callimaki,  the  First  Drago- 
man of  the  Porte,  should  be  named  to  the 
government  of  Moldavia,  and  prince  Alex- 
ander Suzzo  to  that  of  Wallachia ;  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Bano  Hanchyry  was  ap- 
pointed Dragoman  in  the  roon>  of  prince 
CailimakL  To  give  you  a  perfect  idea  of 
the  disrespect  with  which  Russia  has  been 
treated  in  this  instance,  it  is  necessary  that 
I  should  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from 
the  Regulations  respecting  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia,  which  were  published  in  the  year 
1802.  As  no  accusation  whatever  has  been 
brought  against  either  of  the  Hospodars 
who  are  now  removed,  there  can  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  breaking  the  convention ;  by  which 
h  was  stipulated  with  Russia  that  7  years 
should  bfe  the  period  of  each  prince's  go- 
vernment. You  will  probably  expect  to 
hear  that  this  measure  has  originated  with 
the  French  ambassador ;  in  eftect  there  are 
Droofs  sufficient  that  it  is  his  work. 


(Traml^ilion  of  fnclosiire,  referred  lo  in 
No.  3.) 

The  term  of  the  continuance  of  the  Hos- 
podars in  I  heir  pjvemnients  shall  from 
liencef<>rtb  be  tixed  ut  7  complete  and  en- 
tire Tears,  to  Hate  from  Ihe  day  of  their 
nomhmtioo,  and  if  I  hey  are  not  guilly  of 
any  open  oti^^nce,  I  hey  ahdll  not  be  dis- 
placed before  that  term  is  expired  ;  if  they 
do  commit  an  oftence  during  that  time,  the 
Sublime  Porte  will  inform  the  minister  of 
Russia  of  the  circumstance ;  and  if,  after 
due  examination  is  made  into  the  affiiir  on 
both  sides,  it  shall  appear  that  the  Hospo- 
dar  has  really  committed  an  offence,  in  that 
case  only  his  deposition  shall  be  allowed. 

No.  IV. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox, 
dated  Buyukdere,  29lh  Sept.  18()6. 

On  the  18lh  of  this  month  the  Drago- 
man of  the  Porte  communicated  to  Mr. 
Pisani  *  for  my  information,  a  Note  which 
had  been  presented  by  the  French  amb-^s- 
sador  a  cop}  of  which  I  havci  herewith  the 
honour  to  inclose. 

Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  4. — Note 
presented  by  the  French  Ambassador 
at  the  Porte,  to  the  Reis  Effendi. 
Dated  Pera  l6th  Sept.  1806\ 

The  undersigned,  general  of  division, 
ambassador  of  his  maj.  the  emperor  of 
tne  French,  king  of  Italy,  has  the  honour 
to  lay  before  his  exc.  the  Reis  Effeudi  the 
following  Considerations. — He  has  been  po- 
sitively informed,  although  in  an  indirect 
manner,  that  the  Russian  legation  has  de- 
livered •a  Note  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  in 
whicFi  it  b  said  that  the  emperor  of  Russia 
has  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  peace 
signed  at  Paris  by  his  plenipotentiary.  This 
refusal  places  Europe  inl^the  same  situation 
in  which  she  was  6'  weeks  ago,  but  it  un- 
masks the  projects  of  Russia.  This  treaty 
of  peace  stipulated  tor  the  iudepeudance  of 
the  seven  islands ;  a  stipulation  which  re- 
moving the  Russians  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, where  they  had  established  them- 
selves in  order  to  attack  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire at  various  points,  could  not  be  accept- 
able to  them. — Ragusa  was  restored  to  its 
independance  under  the  protection  of  tlie 
Sublime  Porte :  this  arrangement  rendering 
it  impossible  for  the  Russians  to  keep  up 
their  intelligence  with  the  Moutenegrians 
and  with  the  revolted  Servians,  was  contra- 
ry to  their  views. — Doubtless  it  is  the  arti- 

*  First  Dragoman  or  Interpreter  attached 
to  the  British  missbn. 
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de  which  stipulates  for  the  iodepeDdance 
of  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  integrity 
of  its  territory  whicb  has  occasioned  the  re- 
jection of  the  peace  at  Petersburgh;  Russia 
then  perceived  that  she  could  no  longer 
seize  provinces  of  that  empire  by  force  of 
arms  as  she  seized  the  Crimea,  or  extort 
them  from  her  in  time  of  peace,  as  she  did 
witli  regard  to  Georgia  and  the  passage  of 
the  Dardaaellcfs. — ^This  treaty  of  peace,  in 
tine,  leaving  the  French  in  Albania  and  Dal- 
natia,  placed  upon  the  frontiers  of  Turkey 
her  most  ancient  ally  and  her  most  faithful 
friend,  who  would  have  remained  and  will 
ever  remain  ready  to  defend  her.  Such  are 
the  motives  which-  have  lend  tbe  cabinet  of 
Petersburgh  to  this  refusal.  I  do  not  give 
way  to  vain  declamation ;  I  lay  fac^i  be- 
fore you;  I  beseech  you  to  weigh  them 
with  all  the  attention  to  which  they  are  en- 
tkled.—  If  in  these  difficult  circumstances 
tbe  Porte  does  not  form  a  true  estimate  of 
her  dangers  and  of  her  force,  if  she  does 
not  form  the  decision  iter  interests  require 
of  her,  I  shall  perhaps  ere  long  have  to  la- 
ment her  fate. — ^The  undersigned  has  re- 
ceived the  most  positive  orders  from  his 
ma},  tbe  emperor  of  the  French,  king  of 
Italy,  to  declare  to  the  sublime  Porte,  that 
not  only  the  principles  of  friendship,  but 
those  of  the  strictest  neutrality,  require  that 
the  Bosphorus  should  be  shut  against  all 
Russian  ships  of  war,  as  well  as  against  every 
oilier  vessel  of  that  nation,  bringing  troops, 
ammunition,  or  provisions;  and  that  the 
said  passage  cannot  be  opened  to  them 
.  without  committing  an  act  of  hostility 
ag^st  France,  and  without  giving  his  maj. 
Napoleon  the  great  a  right  of  passage  over 
the  territories  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  in 
order  to  combat  v^h  the  Russian  army  on 
the  banks  of  the  Dniester. — Any  renewal 
or  coDtkiuatiou  of  alliance  with  the  ene- 
mies of  France,  such  as  England  and  Rus- 
sia, would  be  not  only  a  maniAsst  violation 
of  the  neutrality,  but  an  accession  on  the 
part  of  the  Sublime  Porte  to  tbe  war  which 
those  powers  wage  against  France,  and  his 
maj.  would  see  himself  coHipeUed  to  take 
measures  cooibrmable  to  his  interests  and 
his  dignily. — ^Tbe  S.iib}ime  Porte  cannot 
maintain  her  relations  with  two  missioiM 
from  iVaples,  and  his  maj.  the  emperor  of 
the  French  cannot  suffer  bis  august  brother 
Napoleon  Joseph  King  of  Naples  and  the 
two  Sicilies,  to  meet  with  difficulties  here 
which  he  does  not  experience  from  any 
power  in  amity  with  France. — His  maj.  the 
emperor  has  a  large  army  in  DolnMtia : 


this  array  m  collected  for  the  defence  of  the 
Ottoman  empire,  unless  an  equivocal  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  Porte,  and  a  con- 
descensicm  towards  Russia  and  England, 
which  might  again  throw  her  into  their 
power,  should  compel  his  maj.  the  emperor 
of  the  French  to  bring  forward  his  formida- 
ble forces  for  a  purpose  totally  opposite  to 
that  which  he  had  in  view. — His  maj.  has 
ordered  the  undersigned  to  state  to  the  Sub- 
lime Porte  in  the  most  friendly,  though 
energetic  manner,  these  demands,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  an  answer  in  writing ; 
and  it  is  expected  that  this  answer  shall  be 
positive  and  categorical. — No  further  delay 
can  be  allowed;  and  his  maj.  has  no  doubt 
that  the  Sublime  Porte  will  give  him.  the 
assurances  he  desires,  and  which  are  so, 
much  in  unisou  with  the  interests  of  the 
Ottoman  empire. — ^The  undersigned  has  no 
wish  to  make  a  vain  display  of  the  formida- 
ble forces  of  the  great  Napoleon ;  his 
friends  know  how  to  estimate  their  impor- 
tance ;  his  enemies  have  felt  their  power. 
— ^The  genius  of  his  august  master  is  well 
known ;  hb  determinations  are  wise  and 
prompt,  his  personal  attadiment  to  bis 
highness  is  sincere.  He  -only  seeks  tbe 
independauce,  the  integrity,  atid  the  glory 
of  Turkey,  He  desires  nothing.  He  asks 
nothing.  What  inducements  to  an  union 
with  him !  At  the  same  time  what  reason 
to  apprehend  the  loss  of  his  good-will  by 
adopting  a  timid,  uncertain,  or  inimical 
line  of  conduct  1  Under  these  circumstances 
the  answer  of  the  Sublime  Porte  will  regU" 
late  the  conduct  of  my  august  master. 
Let  not  the  threats  of  the  enemies  of 
France  impose  upon  the  Sublune  Porte; 
they  have  been  vanquished,  aud  they  will 
ever  be  so.  The  great  Napoleon  will  employ 
all  his  resources  for  the  glory  of  bis  high- 
ness SelinvHI.  his  friend ;  and  his  resources, 
are  inu^ense,  his  genius  is  still  greater.—* 
This  Note  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
submitted  to  tbe  profound  wisdom  of  his 
maj.  the  emperor  Selim  HI.  and  your  exc. 
is  requested  to  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  laying  it  before  him.  The  under" 
signed  &c.  Horack  Sebastiani. 
No  V. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox. 
Buyukder^,  17th  Oct  1806\— Re- 
ceived 2d  Jan.  I8O7. 
On  tlie  1 5th  inst.  a  conference  with 
M.  d'ltalinsky  took  place  according  to  ap- 
pointment. The  Ex-Cbiaya  Bey  was  pre- 
sent, and  there  was  alitt  aii  effort  made  te 
negotiate*    The  Rtissita  miBi5ler>  however. 
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would  oi  course  listen  to  nothing  but  the 
iiviuediate  and  Unconditional  restoration  of 
the  Hospodars,  which  before  they  parted 
was  agreed  to  in  tlie  manner  that  he  re- 
quired. 

No.  VL— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  Lord  Howick,  dated 

Pera,  1st  Dec.  1806\ 
In  the  short  dispatch  which  I  wrote  to 
your  lordship  on  the  Solh  of  last  mouth,  J 
had  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  I 
was  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of 
admiral  Louis  witii  a  squadron  at  the  Dar- 
danelles. At  the  time  I  was  writing  to 
your  lordship,  the  squadron,  consisting  of 
three  line  of  battle  ships,  was  anchored  off 
Teuedps ;  from  whence,  however,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  from  me,  it  was  im- 
mediately removed  to  t)ie  Dardanelles,  and 
the  admiral  himself  having  left  two  of  his 
ships  at  that  place,  came  up  in, the  Canopus 
to  Constantinople.  He  arrived  here  on  Fri- 
day evening  the  27th  ultimo,  and  his  ship, 
together  with  the  Endymiou,  is  now  at 
anchor  in  this  harbour. 

No.  VI L — Dispatch  from  Lord  Howick 

to  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  dated  14th  Nov. 

1806. 
Sir ;  Your  dispatches  to  No  69,  inclusive, 
have  been  received  and  laid  before  the 
king. — In  obedience  to  his  maj's  commands, 
I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  expressing  to 
you  his  royal  approbation  of  the  whole  of 
your  conduct,  \vi  the  discussions  which  have 
taken  place  between  Russia  and  tlie  Porte. 
•—It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  any 
thing  should  occur  to  divide,  and  perhaps 
to  turn  against  each  other,  the  efforts  of 
those  powers  which  a  sense  of  their  mu- 
tual interests  should  unite  against  the  com- 
mon enemy;  and  on  this  account,  how- 
ever adverse  the  conduct  of  the  Turkish 
government  may  have  been  to  any  expect- 
ation of  its  success,  every  practicable  mode 
of  calm  and  amicable  remonstrance  should 
be  used  in  the  hope  of  recalling  the  Porte 
to  a  better  policy. — ^The  fatal  effects  of 
French  influence  in  the  councils  of  other 
powers  are  not  in  want  of  any  illustration ; 
and  indeed  if  the  situation  of  so  many 
nations,  once  independent,  and  now  the 
vassals  of  France,  did  not  place  in  the  most 
striking  view  the  nature  of  the  security  to 
be  derived  from  an  alliance  with  that  power, 
whilst  it  holds  a  position  enabling  it  to  act 
offensively  against  the  object  of  its  promis- 
ed protection ;  the  little  disguise  observed 
by  M.  Sebastian!  would  alone  be  sufficient  to 
open  the  eyes  of  any  govenunent  sot  abso- 


lutely blind  to  its  own  preservation.  It  is  dis« 
tinctly  avowed  in  the  Note  of  that  minister^ 
that  the  possession  of  Dalmatia  and  Alba- 
nia by  the  French,  whilst  it  is  asserted  to 
be  for  the  defence  of  the*  Porte,  may 
at  any  time  be  used  for  its  destruction. 
Even  the  offer  of  protection  is  accompanied 
by  a  direct  menace  of  attack  on  the  Turkish 
dominions ;  if  the  Porte  does  not  at  once 
renounce  its  connexion  with  allies  whose 
powerful  and  disinterested  support  it  has 
already  experienced,  and  become  unfaith- 
ful to  its  subsisting  engagements. — ^Tbe 
evident  tendency  of  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government,  and  the 
effect  .it  must  inevitably  produce  with  re- 
spect to.  the  allies,  if  the  Porte  should  yield 
to  an  influence  so  fatal  to  its  security,  are 
very  properly  pointed  out  in  the  Notes 
which  you  have  delivered.  You  will  im-; 
mediately  state  that  they  have  met  with 
the  decided  approbation  of  this  govern- 
ment; and  you  will  add,  that  there  can 
exist  but  little  hope  of  preserving  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  between  the  two  powers, 
whilst  a  minister,  whose  influence  has  alrea-r 
dy  been  so  prejudicial  to  the  friendship 
subsisting  between  them,  is  suffered  to  re- 
main at  Constantinople.  The  insulting  and 
faithless  propositions  made  by  M.  Sebas- 
tiani,  which  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  the 
Porte  did  not  immediately  reject  with  indig- 
nation, justify  the  allies  in  requiring  that  he 
should  be  removed.  You  will  therefore, 
in  enforcing  the  representations  which  you 
are  hereby  instmcted  to  make,  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  immediate  satisfaction  with  res- 
pect to  the  just  demands  of  Russia,  urge 
this  point  also  in  the  strongest  manner,  as 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  a  good  understanding  between  the 
two  powers. — It  was  thought  right  to  lose 
no  time  in  forwarding  to  you  this  dispatch, 
at  the  save  time  that  an  additional  naval 
force  is  preparing  to  be  sent  to  lord  CuU 
lingwood,  which  may  enable  him  to  detach 
a  suflicient  squadron  to  Constantinople,  to 
give  weight  to,  and  if  necessary  to  enforce 
an  acquiescence  in  your  representation.—* 
Whether  it  may  be  prudent  immediately  to 
avow  this  intention,  it  will  be  for  you  to 
consider.  The  commercial  estabiisliments 
formed  by  British  subjects  in  the  Turkish 
dominions,  and  the  danger  to  which  their 
persons  as  well  as  their  properties  may  be 
exposed  from  the  violence  of  a  power  re< 
strained  by  none  of  those  rules  of  conduct 
which  govern  civilized  nations,  will  not  fail 
to  be  dttly  weighed  by  you  in  forming 
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jour  dctermioation. — ^WIieD  this  .force  sails, 
further  instructions  will  be  sent  to  you, 
which  the  additional  information  that  may 
be  expected  will  probably  enable  me  to 
apply  with  more  certainty  to  the  existing 
circumstances.*— In  the  mean  time,  as  a 
rupture  appears'  but  too  probable,  you 
will  take  all  necessary  measures  of  precau- 
tion for  securing  every  thin^  that  belongs 
to  your  mission,  and  for  guarding  the  per- 
sons and  propel ty  of  the  British  merchants 
against  any  injury. — I  am  preparing  in- 
structions relative  to  the  Dragomans,  and 
other  objects  mentioned  in  your  former  dis- 
patches, which  shall  be  sent  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.  Ho  wick. — P."  S.  I  have 
every  reason  to  expect  that  the  proposed 
reinforcement  to  lord  CoUing^vood  \ii\\  sail 
in  4  or  5  days,  and  his  Idp.  will  have  orders 
immediately  to  detach  a  sufficient  squadron 
to  the  Dardanelles. 

No.  VIII.— Dispatch  from  Lord  Viscount 
Howick  to  Mr.  Arburthnot,  dated 
Downing  Street,  20th  Nov.  J806.* 
Sir ;  The  particulars  of  tlie  late  conduct 
of  the  Porte,  as  detailed  in  your  dispatches, 
have  engaged  the  most  serious  attention  of 
this  government ;  they  but  too  clearly  de- 
monstrate the  prevalence  of  the  French 
influence  in  the  Divan,  and  impose  on  his 
majesty  the  necessity  of  taking  the  most 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  for  the 
security  of  his  own  interests,  and  for  the 
fulfilment  of  his  engagements  to  his  ally 
the  emperor  of  Russia. — You  have  been 
already  apprized  of  the  king's  intention  to 
send  a  powerful  squadron  to  Constan- 
tinople for  this  purpose.  The  departure 
of  that  squadron  now  enables  me  to  furnish 
you  with  these  further  instructions  for  your 
cpnduct. — You  will  immediately  on  its 
arrival  declare  to  the  Turkish  government 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  his  ma- 
jesty to  take  this  measure.  Yof  will  stale 
that  the  British  fleet  comes  either  to  attack 
or  defend,  as  the  conduct  of  the  Porte 
shall  determine  ;  that  it  wpuld  always  be 
more  consonant  with  the  most  earnest 
wishes  of  his  majesty's  heart,  to  appear 
rather  m  the  character  of  a  friend  than  an 
enemy  to » a  power  whom  interest  should 
unite  with  him  in  support  of  the  common 
cause,  and  with  whom  the  increased  dan- 
gers of  the  present  crisis  wolild  dispose  his 
majesty  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  his 
alliance  ;  but   that   the   determination   of 

*  Not  received  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  until 
afier  he  had  quitted  Constantinople. 


which  of  these  characters  his  majesty  is  \o 
assume,  must  now  rest  with  the  Porte ; 
and  that  his  majesty  feels  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  peremptorily  proposing  this 
aiternative,  either  the  influence  of  France 
nnist  cease,  lor  the  friendship  so  long  esta- 
blished between  the  two  powers,  a  friend- 
ship beneficial  to  both,  but  eminently  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Turkish  government,  can 
no  longer  conthiue. — Nor  are  the  proofs 
which  his  majesty  requires  of  the  destruction 
of  an  influence  so  fatal  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Poite,  unreasonable  in  themselves, 
or  diflicult  to  be  given.  They  consist 
simply  in  a*  faithful  observance  of  the  en- 
gagements which  the  Porte  has  contracted 
with  the  allies.  By  treaty  the  Porte  is 
bound  not  to  dispossess  the  Hospodars  of 
Wallachia  and  Moldavia  for  a  certain  time, 
or  without  the  const-fit  of  Russia.  By 
treaty  the  Porte  is  also  bound  to  permit 
the  passage  of  Russian  ships  of  war,  with 
the  necessary  transports  to  convey  stores 
and  provisions,  through  the  canal  of  Con- 
stantinople.— Let  the  deposed  Hospodars 
be  re-instated  in  the  governments  of  which 
they  have  been  unjustly  dispossessed.  Let 
the  passage  of  the  Russian  ships  be  granted, 
free  from  impediment,  according  to  the 
tenns  of  the  treaty,  and  all  appearance  of 
hostility  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  shall 
immediately  cease. — ^Upon  these  two  points, 
^therefore,  you  will  immediately  and  pe- 
remptorily insist,  as  indispensable  to  the 
continuance  of  peace.  Upon  receiving  a 
satisfactory  answer,  you  will  declare  that 
the  British  squadron  shall  remain  only  so 
long  as  its  presence  may  be  necessary  for 
the  security  and  protection  of  the  Porte 
itself;  and  you  will  give  the  strongest 
assurances  of  his  majesty's  supporjt  and 
assistance,  if  the  Turkish  government, 
adopting  a  better  policy,  should  disengage 
itself  from  its  connections  with  France. 
But  if  this  satisfaction  should  unfortunately 
be  refused,  or  improperly  delayed,  you  will 
deliver  in  a  note  recapitulating  the  com- 
plaints which  his  majesty  has  to  urge 
against  the  Porte,  and  declaring  yoor 
mission  to  be  at  an  end  ;  and  taking  care, 
as  far  as  may  be  possible,  to  secure  the 
persons  and  property  belonging  to  it,  as 
vvell  as  to  the  Bi^itish  factory,  }X)u  will 
retire  on  board  the  fleets  or  to  a  place  of 
safety,  and  immediately  signify  to  the 
British  admiral',  that  hostilities  are  to  com- 
mence.— ^There  arc  indeed  other  points 
which,  even  if  the  Porte  should  acquiesce 
in  the  demands  which   you   are^  abave 
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more  particularly  instructed  to  make,  must 
not  be    overlooked  ;  and  ^rticularly  the 
removal  of  M.  Sebastiani    from  Constan- 
tinople,   and  the  renewal  of  the    treaty 
with  Great  Britain.     The  first,  more  espe- 
cially, should  be  much  insisted  on,  as  of 
the  utmost  importance   to  a  preservation 
of  the   good   understanding   between  the 
two  powers;    but  neither    of  them   are 
such  as,  if  the  prmcipal  objects  in  dispute 
are  conceded,  would  of  themselves  justify  a 
declaration  of  war. — ^The  former  part  of 
these  Instructions  having  been  written  in 
the  hope  that  the   Russian   minister  may 
not  yet  have  quilted  Constantinople,  it  still 
remains  for  me  to  provide  for  the  case  of 
war  having  actually  begun  between  Russia 
and  the  Porte. — In  this  case  you  will  oi^er 
the  mediation  of  his  majesty  on  the  ground 
of  immediate   compliance    with  the  two 
principal  demands  above  referred  to,  viz. 
the  restitution  of  the  Hospodars,  and  the 
free  passage  of  Russian  ships  to  and  from 
the  Black  sea.  '  Should  this  ofie|  be  ac- 
cepted, you  will  immediately  dbpatch   a 
coufidential  person   to  the  general  com- 
manding the  Russian  army,   and   to  M. 
Italinsky,  if  he  should  be  in  a  situation  to 
receive  such  a  communication,  requesting  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  for  the  purpose  of 
commencing  a  negotiation  for  peace,  for 
the  conclusion  of  which  you  will  continue 
to  employ  your  good  offices. — If,  on  the 
contrary,  this  just  offer  should  be  rejected, 
you  will,  as  in  the  former  case,  terminate 
your  mission,  and  send  the  necessary  infor- 
mation to  the  officer  commanding  his  ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war,  that  he  may  proceed, 
according  to  his  instructions,  to  enforce,  by 
the  power  of  the  British   navy,  those  fair 
and  equitable  demands,  a  compliance  with 
which  it  would  have  been  so  much  more 
satisfactory  to  his  majesty  to  have  obtained 
from  the  Porte  through  a  sense  pf  its  own 
interest,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
moderation  and  justice.  Should  the  Turkish 
government  unhappHy  persevere  in  listening 
to  the  councib  of  France,   his  majesty  is 
confident,    that    the   events    which   must 
^llow  cannot  be  imputed  to  Great  Britain 
or   Russia:    their    conduct    towards   (he 
Porte  has  been  uniformly  that  of  the  most 
disinterested  friendship,  and  the  Porte  has, 
io  more  than  one  instance,  experienced  the 
efficacy  of  their  power  in  defending  her 
against  the  designs  of  France.    Those  de- 
signs, though  not  now  pursued  by  t)pen 
force,   are   not    less  apparent  than  when 
France^  faithless  to  bei'  eugagements  at  the 


same  time  that  she  insolently  professed 
act  as  an  ally  of  the  Porte,  invaded  ai 
conquered  one  of  the  dependencies  of  tl 
Turkish  empire ;  that  conquest  was  wrest* 
from  her,   and  restored  to  the  Porte, 
the  successful  arms  and  generous  policy 
Great  Britam.  In  the  same  spirit  the  alii< 
have  still   continued  to  act  towards  tf 
Porte,  and  th^t  government  must  be  und 
the  influence  of  a  blindness  hardly  ta 
conceived  if,  in  opposition  to  such  recei 
experience,  and  to  her  most  evident  ii 
teresls,  she  shall  reject  an  alliance  in  whici 
she  has  hitherto  found  security  and  honoui 
under  the  belief  that  either  can  be  attaim 
under  the  promised  protection  of  Fraiic< 
Are  the  designs  of  France  doubtful  ?  Lei 
the  position  which  she  occupies  in  Dalmatii 
and  Albania,  which  capnot  be  stated  to 
in  any  way  necessary  to  the  security  of  he 
own  ,  frontier — let  the    language    of  M 
Sebastiani   himself,  declaring  that,   froi 
that  point  offensive  measures  may  betaken 
and  openly  threatening  the  destruction  oi 
the  Turkish  empire — answer  that  question 
The  proofs  of  the  designs  of  France  an 
indeed  too  numerous  to  be  recited,  an< 
the  invasion  of  Egypt  serves  as  an  exarupl 
of  the  attempts  which  that  government  isl 
prepared  to  make,  not  on  that  country  only, 
but  on  Greece,  on  Syria,  and  on  other  va- 
luable dependencies  of  the  Turkish  empire. 
In  such  a  situation  of  affairs,  the  intrigues 
and  the  menaces  of  France  eciually  render 
any  temporizing  measures  impracticable ; 
the  Porte  is  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
a  real  neutrality  can  no  longer  be   pre 
served,  and  she  must  choose  between  those 
powers   whose   friendship   she  has  expe- 
rienced,  and    those  whose    promises   she 
has  so  much  reason  to  distrust.     Against 
France,  more  fatal  to  the  interests  of  Tur- 
key as  an  insidious  friend  than  as  an  opehr 
enemy,  his  majesty  and  his  august  ally  have 
offered  their  generous  protection,  and  havin<y 
exhausted  all   the   means   of  conciliation 
consistent  with   their  interests   and   their 
honour,  hi^  majesty  awaits  the  result,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  with  an  entire  confidence, 
that  the  uniform  disinterestedness  of  his 
intentions  will  be  fully  manifested  to  the 
world.    I  am,  &c.  Howick. 

No.  IX. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Arbutlmot  to  Lord  Howick,  dated 
Perd,  27th  Jan.  I807. 
Late  at  night  on  the  23d  mst  my^rrant 
arrived  with  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the 
I4tb  of  last  Nov.     It  has  been  the  highest 
gratification  to  me  to  learp  from  your  lord* 
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ship  that  my  conduct  has  met  with  his 
majesty's  approlmtien.    Your  lordship  will 
have  the  goodness,  I  hope,  to  take  an  op- 
portantty  of  expressing  to  his  miyesty  my 
deep  sense  of  this  distinguished  favour,  and 
you  will  atlow  me  at  the  same  time  to  offer 
my  sincere  thanks    to  yoursetf   for  the 
obligmg  manner  in  which  you  made  to  me 
so  flattmng  a  communication. — After  the 
receipt  of  your  lordship's  dispatch  I  lost  no 
time  in  asking  for  a  conference.    It  was 
fixed  for  the  -85th  inst. ;  and  on  my  arrival 
at  the  Porte  I  found  Ismet  Bey,  the  Reis 
l^endi,  the  ChiayaBey,  and  the  Cx-Chiaya 
Bey,  all  assembled. — As  the  conference 
lasted  more  than  four  hours,  it   would 
'  require  a  length  of  time  to  set  down  on 
paper  all  that  was  said  on  that  occasion. 
Being  anxious   to  inform  your  lordship 
withd^t  delay  of  my  having  received  your 
instructions,  and  havmg  also  to  forward 
my  eight  precedmg  dispatches,  which  have 
been  detained  till  now  by  a  contrary  wind, 
I  shall  for  the  present  do  little  more  than 
refer  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  herewith 
inclosed,  wliich  was  sent  by  me  yesterday 
to  the  Reis  Effeudi.    Indeed  that  letter 
may  give  a  tojerable  idea  of  what  passed 
fit  the  conference  ;  for  the  Ottoman  mi- 
nisters, who  of  late  had  been  displeased  at 
what  they  called  my  personal  partiality  to 
Itussia,  and  who  all  along  have  expressed 
their  conviction  that  his  majesty  was  not 
acting  in  concert  with  Russia,  were  now  so 
ama^  and  dejected,  that  they  did  not 
utter  a  single  word  which  is  worth  repeating 
to  your  lordship.    They  confined  them- 
selves entirely  to  their  usual  professions  of 
friendship  for  his  majesty;   to  the  com- 
plaints, which  I  had  often  heard  before  of 
the   tieatment  they  had    received  from 
Russia ;  and  to  excuses  for  thefar  own  con- 
duct, grounded  on  the  changes  which  have 
taken   pbce  in  Europe.    They  declared, 
however,  that  ^ey  could  give  no  official 
answer  until  the  Suhau*s  pleasure  had  been 
known. — I  have  only  to  observe,  in  addition 
to  what  your  lordship  will  find  in  my  letter 
to  the  Reis  Efiendi,  that  as  it  was  left  to 
my  discretion,  either  to  announce  or  to 
conceal  the  approaching  arrival  of  a  second 
squadron,  I  determined  on  the  former  after 
some  deliberation. — I  was  convinced  that 
the  only  chance  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
Porte  would  arise  from  its  being  proved  that 
his   mi^est/s  final  resolution  had  been 
taken ;  and  for  this  reason,  I  made  to  the 
Ottoman  ministers  the  communication  in 
questioBj  and  read  to  them  such  parts  of  , 


your  lordship's  dispatch  as  yrould  be  right 
for  them  to  know. — ^Your  Idp.  left  it  also 
to  my  discretion  how  to  act  with  respect  to 
the  eventual  departure  of  the  merchants. 
I  knew  that  many  of  them  had  outstanding 
debto  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  here 
in  particular,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
settle  their  accounts  at  a  short  warning. 
I  therefore  informed  the  Porte  that  I  should 
immediately  prepare  our  factories  for  their 
departure,  which  had  likewise  the  effect  of 
shewing  that  his  majesty's  government  was 
really  serious;  and  I  obtained  a  solemn 
promise  that,  should  it  be  necessary,  the 
British  merchants,  as  had  been  the  case  with 
the  Russians,  should  have  firmans  to  pass 
the  Dardanelles. — 1  have  since  made  known 
to  tlie  factory  herd  the  present  state  of 
things ;  and  should  his  majesty's  subjects 
be  ultimately  obliged  to  leave  the  country, 
I  will  lake  every  possible  care  to  procure 
for  them  the  means  of  departing  in  safety. 
I  am  no  less  attentive  to  the  fiictory  at 
Smyrna,  and  to  the  British  commercial 
eslablbhments  at  the  other  states  of*  this 
empire. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  p.) — Letter 
from  Mr.  Arbuthnottothe  Reis  Efen- 
di,  dated  Pera,  26th  Jan.  1807. 

Sir ;  Your  excellency  expressed  a  desire 
of  receiving  in  writing,  the  substance  of 
what  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  to  you  in 
our  conference  of  yesterday.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  desire,  I  shall  recall  to 
your  recollection  the  several  topics  which, 
by  my  sovereign's  orders,  I  had  to  lay  be- 
fore you ;  and  iu  again  pointing  out  the 
line  of  conduct  which  his  maj.  expects  from 
the  Porte,  I  shall  in  their  very  words,  re- 
peat the  orders  which  I  have  now  received, 
and  which,  as  they  admijt  but  of  one  con- 
struction, it  will  be  my  duty  most  literally 
and  most  faithfully  to  6bey.-*That  your 
excellency  and  the  other  ministers  who  as- 
sisted at  the  conference  might  understand 
more  clearly  the  motives  which  had  induced 
his  maj.  after  a  long  enduring  patience,  to 
change  his  conduct  towards  the  Porte,  it 
was  necessary  for  me  to  allude  to  the  first 
conference  I  had  after  my  arrival  in  this 
coantry.  I  told  you  that  Mahmood,  who 
was  then  ^eis  Efendi,  had  scarcely  given 
me  time  to  leave  the  frigate,  before  he  in- 
vited me  to  a  conference;  that  his  first 
question  was,  whether  I  was  authorized  to 
renew  the  treaty ;  and  that  to  give  me  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  Sultan's  desire  to 
continue  that  connection  with  his  msj. 
which  had  already  been  productive  of  such 
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inesttmable'  benefits  to  this  empire,  lie  read 
to  me  a  note  from  hi$  highness  to  the  Vizir, 
which  had  been  written  as  I  was  coming 
round  the  point  of  the  Seraglio,  and  which, 
as  I  remember  well,  contained  these  words : 
•  1  8ee  that  the  ambassador  of  my  friend 
the  kmg  of  England  is  arrived ;  let  my 
Reis  Efendi  see  him  immediately,  and  let 
roc  kn6w  whether  hfe  has  brought  powers 
to  renew  the  Treaty/  I  ;5hould  not  pre- 
sume totquote  the  words  of  the  Sultan's 
note,  if  even  one  of  them  had  escaped  my 
memory ;  but  his  hii^hness  I  am  sure  will 
own  the  accuracy  of  my  statement,  and  in 
revolving  in  his  mind  the  feelings  by  wliich 
he  was  then  influenced;  he  will  regret  per- 
haps that  new  counsellors  soon  inspired 
other  sentiments. — I  then  informed  you  of 
the  answer  which  1  had  given  to  Mahmood ; 
and  which,  notwithstanding  it  contained  the 
most  satisfactory  reasons  for  my  not  having 
been  able  to  be  myself  the  bearer  of  full 
powers,-  and  was  expressive  of  my  convic- 
tion that  they  would  soon  arrive,  was 
received  however  by  that  minister  with 
marks  of  mortification  which  could  not  but 
prove  that  he,  no  less  than  his  master,  was 
aware  that  an  alliance  with  England  was 
the  only  means  of  insuring  prosperity  to 
this  empire. — ^To  save  your  excellency  the 
trouble  of  reading  the  long  details  into 
which  I  was  oblig'ed  to  enter  yesterday,  I 
shall  pass  rapidly  over  all  that  intervened 
between  that  conference  witb  Mahmood, 
and  the  arrival  at  Constantinople  of  the 
present  French  ambassador.  Not  that  I 
consider  the  events  which  happened  during 
that  period  as  of  inferior  importance,  and 
am  therefore  inclined  to  notice  them  but 
slightly:  I  feel  on  the  contrary  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Ottoman  government  in  re- 
gard lo  those  events,  has  been  the  cause  of 
all  the  evil  which  we  are  now  witnessing ; 
and  as  tbat  conduct  has  been  no  less  la- 
■leBted  by  your  excellency  than  by  me, 
k  would  be  with  yourself  that  I  ought 
chiefly  to  discuss  it.  To  you,  indeed,  I 
might  with  peculiar  propriety  express  my 
feelings  of  sorrow  that  the  wise  principles 
which  I  heard  from  you  on  your  first  en- 
trance into  office,  have  either  been  forgot- 
ten, or,  what  I  think  is  more  probable,  have 
voforfunately  been  opposed  by  Aperior  in- 
fluence.— But  to  save  time  and  to  save  you 
trouble,  1  shalt  briefly  observe  that  con- 
sistently  with  what  I  bad  declared  to  Mah- 
mood, full  powers  for  negotiating  the  treaty 
did  almost  immediately  arrive.  Though 
your  exc.  was  not  then  m  office,  yon  ate 
Vot.X.  ^ 


not  ignorant  of  the  joy  which  was  express 
when  it  was  Uuomi  lliat  my  sovereign  v 
willing  to  renew  his  connexions  with' 
sullan»     You  remember  well  that  the 
proach  of  the  Ramazao  alone   prevent 
the  immediate  commencement  of  the  ik 
ciation;  ai»' you  are  equally  aware,  1l 
when  that  time  of  relitrious  retirenieiil  w 
expired,   the  sentiments   oi*  the  Oltot'i: 
ministers  had  entirely  chaMged ;  and  th; 
without  frankly  confessing  the  real  trut 
there  was  an  attempt  to  justify  delay  i 
the  most  ahfeurd  pretence s.     You  know  t!i 
the  misfortunes  which  had    happened 
Austria  (instead  of  being  coiisniered  as  «< 
ditional  reasons  for  consolidating  that  sy 
tem  which  in  times  of  danger  had  prove 
the  surest  bulwark  of  this  empire,)  wt^? 
the  signal  on  the  contrary  for  abandonii 
the  principles  which  till  then  had  influence 
the  Ottoman  councils.     As  if  total  blinr 
ness  had  been  produced  by  a  sudden  panic 
this   government   abandoned   the  securit 
which  had  been   derived   from   acting 
conjunction  with  its  allies ;  and  imagiuar 
perils  gave  place  to  real  ones,  when  a  con 
nexion  with  that  power  was  sought,  whos< 
professions  of .  friendship   have   uniforml; 
been  more  lianeful  than  its  ojien  enmity.— 
By  referring  to  the  minutes  of  the  con 
ferences  which  L  had  at  the  time  with  you 
immediate  predecessor,  your  exc.  will  lin( 
that  when  I  discovered   the   intention   t< 
deceive  me;  far  from  insisting  upon  a  re 
newal  of  the  treaty,  I  expressed  no  mor< 
than  the  sense  1  justly  entertained  of  th< 
indignity  which  had  been  offered  to  my  so 
vereign,  aqd   only  demanded  an  explici 
avowal  of  the  real  determination   of  thi 
government. — Such  an    avowal    the   mi 
nisters  of  that  day  were  not  inclined  t< 
m^e  to  me ;  nor  even  did  they  think  i 
necessary  to  advise  the  Sultan  to  open  hi: 
mind  confidentially  to  my  sovereign,  thougl 
some  valid  reasons  were  undoubtedly  want 
ing,  as  an  explanation  for  declining  to  re 
new  the  treaty  which  here  and  not  in  Eng 
land  had  been  so  earnestly  desired ;  thougl 
I  as  a  friend  had  pointed  out  that  a  lette 
to  tbat  effect   ought  in  prudence  to   hi 
written;  and  though,  as  recent  facts  ha\< 
proved,  there  is  not  the  same  unwilluignts 
to  address  his  maj.  when  his  powerful  in 
terference  is  wanted,  as  was  evinced  wliei 
an  offence  against  him  was  to  be  account 
ed  for  and  explained. — But  the  advisers  o 
hbliighness  werfe  then  otherwise  engaged 
They  were  wholly  ocrupied  in  receiving 
with  signal  .marks  of  distinction,  the  per 
2  L 
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son  who  had  come  to  demand  the  arknow- 
kdffment  of  Buonaparte's  new  imperial  tillcfi, 
ana  in  preparinj!;  the  answer  wliich  was  to 
announce  to  that  chief  of  the  French  na- 
tion, that  his  demand  had  without  hesitation 
been  agreed  to. — It  is  true  that  both  to  M 
dltallnsky  and  to  me  commu  *  ations  were 
made  of  Buonaparte's  overture ;  and  as  it 
came  from  tlie  head  of  a  government  with 
which  the  Porte  ought  at  least  not  to  have 
considered  herself  as  Oii  terms  of  friend- 
ship, for  treaties  with  G.  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia were  existing  by  which  she  had  express- 
ly stipulated  that  their  enemies  should  be 
hers,  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  in  the  comnmnication  made  to  us 
there  was  a  desire  to  consult  our  opinion. 
—Our  answers  were  not  delayed,  for  the 
danger  of  becomhig  thus  connected  wil)^ 
the  French  government  was  sufficiently  evi- 
dent without  deliberation.  With  a  warn- 
ing, and  as  it  now  appears,  whh  a  prophe- 
tic voice,  we  cautioned  the  Ottoman  go- 
vernment against  the  admission  of  a  minis- 
ter whose  unceasiug  efforts  would  be  to  sow 
dissension  between  the  Porte  and  her  allies: 
but  though  twenty- four  hours  had  not  elapsed 
between  the  time  of  the  communications 
made  by  the  Porte,  and  of  our  answers,  the 
deed  had  been  already  done ;  and  in  an 
evil  hour,  a  last  and  fatal  blow  had  been 
given  to  the  system  which  the  Sultan's  ene- 
my, as  well  as  ours,  had  so  long  and  so 
unceasingly  been  endeavouring  to  under- 
mine. —  It  was  then  that  the  triple 
alliances  may  l>e  said  to  have  been  virtu- 
ally dissolved ;  and  then  was  prepared  that 
new  state  of  things  which  we  are  now  wit- 
nessing, and  which,  from  the  effects  it  has 
already  produced,  does  not  argue  grra» 
wisdom  in  its  contrivers. — Tired  out  with 
such  constant  failure  in  our  endeavours  to 
save  the  Porte  from  the  false  measures  she 
was  pursuing,  the  Russian  minister  and  I 
would  both  of  us  have  gladly  been  relieved 
from  long  and  unsuccessful  labours.  But 
still  it  was  our  duty  to  have  constant  dis- 
cussions with  the  Porte ;  and  still  had  we 
to  lament  that  ail  our  efforts  to  obtain  jus- 
tice for  our  governments,  and  to  inspire 
councils  wiser  for  herself,  vvere  equally 
without  avail. — On  commercial  subjects: 
— On  that  of  Protections,  in  regard  to 
which  my  sovereign  in  particular  was  treat- 
ed with  disrespect,  for,  to  gratify  the  Porte, 
lie  had  voluntarily  abandoned  long  enjoyed 
privileges :  On  the  right  to  carry  the  Itus- 
.  sian  fiag,  which  my  colleague  had  to  assert : 
On  the  passage  of  Russian  ships  of  war 


through  the  Bosphonis,  though  it  formed 
an  article  of  a  treaty  but  just  renewed : 
On  all  these  subjects,  and  on  various 
others  which  could  l>e  enumerated,  I  and 
the  Russian  minister  had  daily  to  remon- 
strate with  the  Porte ;  and,  as  your  excel- 
lency well  knows,  it  was  scarcely  ever  that 
we  remonstrated  with  efiect.  Indeed  so 
notorious  was  the  dismclination  of  the  late 
ministers  to  give  us  satisfaction  with  respect 
to  our  just  demands,  that  your  excellency 
at  our  first  meeting  assured  me  in  expres- 
sions which  did  you  honour,  '  that  the 
time  of  evil  conduct  was  gone  by,  and  that 
the  commencement  of  your  ministry  should 
make  an  epoch  more  worthy  of  the  Sultan, 
and  more  satisfactory  to  his  allies/  Your 
excellency  I  am  confident  was  sincere  in 
these  professions :  to  give  them  effect 
you  wanted  only  that  influence  which  I 
wished  you  to  obtain ;  but  which  was  still 
possessed  by  persons  who  had  had  their 
share  in  separating  the  Sultan  from  his  al- 
lies; and  who  having  now  to  work  in 
secret,  unchecked  by  the  responsibility  at- 
tached to  public  situations,  had  therehy 
the  means  of  baffiing  more  effectually  your 
efforts  as  well  as  ours. — I  come  now  to  the 
event  which  was  naturally  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  the  acknowledgment  of  Buona- 
parte's title.  I  allude  to  gen.  Sebastiani's 
arrival.  He  found  th^  ministers  of  the 
allies  injuriously  treated  by  the  Porte ;  and 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that,  af^er  he 
was  present,  the  conduct  towards  their  go- 
vernments would  be  improved ;  and  in  ef- 
fect his  arrival  was  .the  signal  for  those 
more  overt  acts  of  aggression  which  have 
so  justly  excited  the  displeasure  of  our  so- 
vereigns.— I  shall  pass  by  unnoticed  the 
attentions  shewn  t6  the  new  ambassador  : 
they  were  irregular  and  unprecedented; 
but  I  feel  that  they  were  more  disgraceful 
to  those  to  whose  instigation  they  were 
owing,  than  it  has  been  disreputable  to  us 
not  to  share  them.  But  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  those  two  acts  by  which  the  em- 
bassy of  M.  Sebastiani  has  been  principally 
marked.  To  the  note  he  presented  on  (he 
lO'th  of  last  Sept.  and  to  the  deposition  of 
the  Hospodars,  which  was  so  equally  his 
deed  that  he  did  not  scrapie  to  take  the 
glory  of  if. — Respecting  the  note,  I  need 
say  the  less,  as  the  Ottoman  ministers  had 
at  the  time  my  written  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  as  your  excellency  and  your  col- 
leagues saw  yesterday  in  the  instructions 
sent  to  me  from  England,  that  those  senti- 
ments had  met  with  the  most  decided  ap- 
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probation  of  his  mjy.s  government; -and 
as,  what  is  far  raore  deserving  your  atten- 
tion, you  have  from  the  very  words  of  his 
may.'s  cabinet  minister   learnt  the  effect 
which  th^  conduct  of  the  Porte  with  regard 
to  that  note  had  produced  in  England. 
You  have  seen  that  the  insulting  and  faith- 
less propositions  made  by  M.  Sebastiani 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  my  government, 
to  have  beai  inmiediately  rejected  with  in- 
dignation;  and  you  have  perceived  that 
little  hope  was  ^tertained  of  preserving 
the  relations  of  amity  between  the  two 
powers,  whilst  a  minister,  whose  influence 
had  already  been  so   prejudicial   to   the 
friendship  subsisting  between   them,   was 
solieTed  to  remain  at  Constantinople. — On 
the  other  subject,  that  of  the  Hospodars  I 
mean,  it  will  be  necessary  to  re-state  to  you 
as  accurately  as  I  am  able,  what  I  mention- 
ed yesterday.     It  is  true  that  you  did  re- 
store them ;  but  may  I  not  ask,  as  I  have 
done  before,  whether  the  unwillingness  ma- 
nifested-to  repair  the  injury  you  had  com- 
mitted, and  whether  the  time:  which  was 
allowed  to  elapse  before  you  could  be  per- 
suaded to  give  new  eflect  to  violated  en- 
gagements, were  not  sufficient  grounds  for 
suspicion,  and  suthciently  strodg  motives 
£[>r  demanding  some  more  solid  security  ? 
May  I  not  ask,  whether  this  suspicion  has 
Dot  since  beeu  fully  justified,  and  whether 
in  your  notes  and  manifestoes,  you  have 
not  avowed  the  reluctancy  you  felt  in  ful- 
filling your  most  solemn  treaties  \ — Our  go-i 
vemments  were  not  to  be  deceived.     The 
confidence  I  had  placed  in  the  assurances 
of  your  excellency,  and  your  unqualified 
disapprobation   of  that  conduct  towards 
Russia,  which  is  now  represented  as  per- 
fectly justifiable,  had  led  me  to  give  the 
praise  of  sincerity  to  this  governm/ent  which 
1  find  to  have  been  ill  deserved.     But  our 
sovereigns  did  not  partake  of  the  delusion 
which,  1  must  fairly  own,  had  bUnded  their 
ministers*    They  had  not  heard  the  strong 
and  repeated  professions  of  your  exc. ;  they 
had  only  to  calculate  the  time  which  had 
passed  in  negotiation^  and  to  observe  the 
difficulties  which  we  had  every  instant  to 
encounter,  and  they  had  already  obtained 
too  convincing  proofs,  that   the  influence 
inimical    to   the  friendship    between    the 
Sultan  and  his  allies  still  prevailed.    They 
resolved   therefore  on   such  measures  as 
would  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  real 
designs  of  the  Porte ;  and  these  measures 
were  to  be  accompam'ed  with  such  declara- 
tions as  cannot  but  prove  that,  notwith- 


standing all  that  has  happened,  friends 

and  not' enmity,  is  their  real  object.-  C 

Miclielson  marched  into  Moldavia,  and 

the  proclamation  which  he  then  issued, 

will  have  found  the  terms  on  which 

emperor  has   offered  the  renewal  of 

friendship*      You  would  have  heard 

same  from  his  Jate  minister  at  this  co 

if  you- had  not  hurried   him  from  y 

country ;  and  if,  in  contradiction  to 

solemn  assurances  given  to  me,  you  ] 

not  rashly  committed  an  act  of  hostility 

the  seizure  of  the  Russian  brig,  which  1 

been  the  bearer  of  explanatory  dispatcl 

— Of  what  is  expected  from  you  by 

sovereign,  I  had  the  honour  of  inform 

you  yesterday.    You  know  the  reasons  \ 

his  maj.  feels  himself  justified  in  requii 

the  removal  of  M.  Sebastiani.      He  is  c 

vinced,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  that 

presence  of  that  minister  is  iucompati 

.with  the  existence  of  friendship  betw< 

the  Porte  and  the  allies;  and  he  thi 

with  the  emperor,  that  a  false  ^nd  boll 

peace  would  be  worse  than  open  war 

It  is  therefore  for  the  Porte  to  make  1 

choice  between  France  and  her  allies, 

Should  the  boastings  of  France  continue 

be  credited  ;  should  faith  be  placed  in  J 

professions  of  friendship,  and  should  i 

menaces  which  accompany  those  professi< 

excite  no  alarm ;   then,  most  probably 

maj.'s  ofllr  will  be  rejected;  and  gen.  \ 

bastiani  will  remain.     Should  there,  he 

ever,  be  some  recollection  of  what  Russ 

armies  have  atchieved,  and  of  what  Brit 

fleets  have  been  known  to  execute,  it  ni 

occur  to  the  Porte  that  her  late  condi 

has  not  been  wise.     She  may,  as  1  si 

yesterday,  then  wish  to  place  herself  in  tl 

situation  in  which  I  found  her  when' I  fi 

arrived.     She  has  still  the  means  of  doi 

it.     She  has  only  to  comply  with  the  ji 

demands  of  his  maj.  and  the  emperor ;  a 

bolh  these  sovereigns  will,  with  greater  j< 

concert  measures  for  her  defence,  than  th 

have  now  concerted  those  which  they  fou 

essential  to  their  interests.  — 1  might  n< 

conclude,  for  I  have  retraced  to  your  e: 

nearly  the  whole  of  what  I  stated  in  i 

conference,  and  I  feel  that  I  have  fully  e? 

cuted  all  my  instructions.    But  1  cam 

close  the  last  letter  which  perhaps  1  m 

ever  write  to  your  exc.  without  exhorti 

you  to. exert  that  influence  which  beloi 

to  your  high  and  distinguished  siluatic 

Majke  those  feel  whose  errors  have  cans 

the   evil  which  is  now  impending,  th 

whatever  changes  may  have  taken  place 

2  L  2 
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Europe,  there  are  none  which  ought  to  af- 
fect the  ancient  system  of  this  Empire. 
Make  them  understand,  that  the  annies  of 
Russia  behig  concentrated  are  become  more 
powerful,  and  that  Great  Britam  has  not 
lost  the  means  of  protecting  her  allies,  and 
of  injuring  her  enemies.    Your  exc.  by  en- 
forcing these  truths,  may  be  the  saviour  of 
your  country.    You  may  renew  the  friend- 
ship which  had  existed  between  the  Sultan 
and  his  allies ;   and  you  may  thus  reader 
even  to  my  sovereign  &  most  grateful  service. 
His  maj/s  regard  for  the  sultan  reraauis 
unaltered.     It  has  been  with  grief  that  he 
has  been  forced  to  measures  so  little  con- 
sonant to  his  personal  feelings ;  but  he  was 
aware,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  sovereign  to 
make  every  sacrifice  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  interest  of  his  people.     He 
would  rejoice  if  his  private  wishes  could  be 
niade^to  accord  with  his  public  sentiments; 
and  it  may,  1  trust,  be  your  exc.'s  work  to 
destroy  the  effects  of  evil  councils,  and  to 
renew  ttiose  happy  days  when  Great  Britain 
and  Russia  were  united  in. successfully  en- 
deavouring to  promote  the  interests  of  this 
empire.     1   havie  the  honour  to  be,  ^^c. 
(Signed)    Charles  Arbuthnot. 
No.  10.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  to  Lord  Howick,  dated  Ca- 
nopus,  off  Tenedos,*3d  Feb.  1807.^— 
Received  2d  May  by  Mr.  Sec. Canning. 
The  dispatch  which  I  wrote  on  the  27th 
•     of  last  month  will  have  informed  your  lord- 
ship of  my  having  received  your  Instruc- 
tions of  the  14th  of  Nov.  and  of  the  con- 
ference which  immediately  after  their  ar- 
rival I  had  with  several  of  the  Ottoman 
ministers. — It  is  now  necessary  that  I  should 
state  my  reasons  for  having  jomed  his  maj.'s 
squadron,  instead  of  remaining  at  my  post 
until  1  had  been  orderM  to  quit  it  by  your 
lordship ;  and  I  feel  perfectly  confident  that 
my  conduct  on  this  occasion  will  not  sub- 
ject me  to  any  censure. — I  shall  be  able  to 
prove  clearly  that  there  was  an  avowed  de- 
sign to  cut  off  my  communication  with  his 
maj.'s  government ;  and  I  shall  have  to  re- 
late some  other  circumstances  which  will 
make  it  no  less  evident,  that  I  was  residing 
in  a  country,  where,  in  conjunction  with  our 
enemy,   measu;-es  of  hostility  against  his 
luaj.  iiad  been  already  organized.— As  the 
last  dispatches  which  I  transmitted  to  your 
lordship  were  of  considerable  importance, 
it  was  thought  adviseable  that  a  lirman  or 
passport  should  be  procured  for  the  officer 
of  the  Endymion,  who  was  to  convey  them 
b^  sea  to  adm,  Louis. — I  accordingly  di- 


rected Mr.  Pisani  to  apply  for  a  firman, 
and  to  prevent  any  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
Porte,  I  sent  him  to  the  Reis  Effendi  very 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  Jan.  it 
being  my  intention  that  the  boat  with  my 
dispatches  should  leave  Constantinople  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day. — iustead  of 
bringing  me  the  firman,  Mr.  Pisani  cane 
to  me  about  5  in  the  afternoon,  to  let  me 
know  that  he  had  not  succeeded  in  his  ap- 
plication ;  that  he  hoped  however  to  have 
better  success  on  the  following  day,  but 
that  the  Reis  Efi'endi  seemed  to  dislike  my 
transmitting  any  dispatches  to  England,  as 
my  writing  so  immediately  after  my  con* 
ference,  and  before  I  had  an  answer  from 
the  Porte,  gave  ground  for  apprehension 
that  I  was  not  inclined  to  an  amicable  ter- 
mination of  our  differences. — Not  having  at 
the  moment  any  idea  that  the  Porte  could 
really  intend  decidedly  to  refuse  a  firman, 
I  had  no  scruple  in  authorizing  Mr.  Pisani 
to  assure  the  Reis  Effendi  in  writing,  and 
to  give  my  word  of  honour  for  the  truth 
of  what  he  was  to  advance,  thai  I  could 
not  delay  sending  a  messenger  to  your 
lordship,  as  I  ha^  several  dispatches   to 
transmit  which  had  been  prepared  before 
the  arrival  of  the  late  instructions  from 
England ;   and  that  with  respect  to  those 
instructions,  I  had  merely  informed  toy  go- 
vernment of  what  had  passed  at  our  con- 
ference, but  that  I  had  scrupulously  avoid- 
ed to  give  anv  opuiion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
Answer  whict  I  was  expecting  to  receive.  I 
was  anxious  to  make  it  clear  to  the  Porte 
that  I  had  not  acted  so  unfairly  as  to  pre^ 
judge  the  question ;  and  your  lordship  will 
in  iact  have  seen  that  I  confined  myself  to 
a  bare  statement  of  what  had  passed,  with- 
out venturing  to  form  a  conjecture  whether 
the  demands  I  had  made  would  be  agreed 
to  or  refused. — Mr.  Pisani  wrote  that  even- 
ing to  the  Reis  Effendi,  and  very  early  in 
the  momine  of  the  (28th  he  went  to  the 
Porte  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  his  ap- 
plication for  a  firman,  and  with  the  hope 
that  the  explanatory  |etter  which  I  had  en- 
abled him  to  write,  would  certainly  have 
removed  every  difficulty. — It  did  not  ap- 
pear however,  that  my  assurances  had  pro- 
duced the  desired  eftiecl.    The  Reis  Effen- 
di could  not  continue  to  alledge  the  same 
excuse  for  delaying  to  deliver  the  firman, 
but  now  he  took  another  ground,  and  after 
keeping  Mr.Pisani  waitingtit  the  Porte  the 
whole  of  the  day,  he  at  last  did  not  scruple 
to  say,  that  in  the  actual  state  of  afiairs  it 
would  be^  extremely  embarntfong  fer  the 
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Porte  if  I  held  a  communication  with,  the 
atim.  of  the  British  squadron. — It  might, 
he  observed,  be  my  iutention  to  write  in 
such  terms  to  the  ad  in.  as  would  cause  hos- 
tilities against  the  Porte,  and  as  1  bad  de- 
clared in  my  conference  that  the  strictest 
union  existed  between  hismaj.  and  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  measures  might  be  tuken, 
in  consequence  of  ray  letters,  for  the  fleets 
of  the  two  nations  to  attempt  in  concert 
the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles.  Mr.  Pisa- 
ni  has  not  informed  me  whether  it  was  in^ 
tended  that  all  these  particulars  should  be 
related,  to  me ;  but  I  recollect  his  saying 
that  he  was  desired  by  the  Reis  Ctfendi 
to  endeavour  to  persuade  me  that  the  de- 
livery of  the  firman  had  only  l>een  delayed, 
and  was  not  decitlediy  refused. — As  there , 
was  not  a  moment's  time  to  be  lost  I  quit- 
ted Mr.  Pisani,  and  going  immediately  to 
capt.  Capel,  who  happened  fortunately  to 
be  in  my  house,  I  desired  him  to  acquaint 
the  Otiicer  who  was  to  carry  my  dispatches 
with  the  critical  situation  of  afl^irs ;  and  to 
give  him  orders  to  wait  till  it  was  dark, 
aod  then  to  set  off  for  the  Dardanelles 
without  a  firmac-ri  had  hopes  that  the 
officer  by  taking  this  precaution  might  be 
able  to  reach  the  squadron  without  being 
detaiaed,  and^I  have  been  happy  to  learn 
since,  that  I  was  not  deceived  in  my  expec- 
tations.— With  the  view  of  ascertaining  pre- 
cisely what  conduct  towards  me  I  might 
now  expect  from  the  Porte,  I  immediately 
wrote  an  official  note  to  the  Reis  Eflendi, 
iu  which  1  required  to  be  informed  whether 
the  not  allowing  me  to  communicate  with 
my  government,  bad  been  owing  to  a  mis- 
take, and  whether  any  thing  of  the  like 
nature  could  ever  again  happen.  This 
note,  of  which  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy, 
was  sent  to  the  Reis  Efiendi,  with  no  other 
loss  of  time  than  what  was  required  to  have 
it  translated,  and  it  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  me  to  Mr.  Pisani,  in  which  it 
was  expressly  stated  for  the  information  of 
the  Porte,  that  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
possible for  me  to  remain  at  Constantinople, 
if  passports  for  my  messengers  were  re- 
fused.— In  the  mean  time  1  had  heard 
from  various  quarters  that  the  Porte,  elated 
by  the  news  of  a  great  defeat  which  was 
said  to  have  been  suffered  by  the  Russians 
on  the  22d  of  Dec.  had  determined  not  to 
attend  to  the  representations  which  your 
lordship  had  ordered  me  to*  make;  and 
that  the  intention  was  to  seize  the  Endy-^ 
mion,  and  to  thwart  the  operations  of  his 
Biaj*'»  govemmeDt,  by  keeping,  me  aod  the 


Britbh  factory  as  hostages. — ^A^  the  Porte 
iu  the  very  recent  instance  of  M.  dltaliusky 
had  botli  verbally  and  in  writing  made  no 
scruple  to  justily  that  treatment  of  foreign 
ministers,  to  whkh,  in  defiance  of  the 
usages  established  between  civiiLeed  nations, 
she  has  always  been  Accustomed ;  and  as 
her  not  violating  the  rights  of  nations  ia 
her  conduct  towards  the  Russian  mission, 
bad  been  represented  as  a  mark  of  peculiar 
condescension,  I  had  no  reason  to  expect 
that  any  the  most  reptebensible  measures 
would  be  abstained  from,  which  might  af- 
ford the  means  of  rendering  it  difficult  for 
his  maj.  to  defend  his  interests.  Unless 
some  such  determination  had  been  taken 
as  I  was  informed  of,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  account  for  the  boldness  evinced 
by  the  Porte  in  refusing  passports  for  my 
messengers,  and  it  might  have  been,  still . 
less  easy  to  explain  her  imprudence  ia  hav*  . 
ing  avowed  her  union  with  France,  by  em- 
ploying in  lier  service  the  military  talents 
of  gen.  Sebastiani,  and  by  distinguishing 
that  ambassador,  notwithstandmg  what  had 
so  recently  be^n  said  on  that  subject,  by 
new  and  unexpected  houQurs.  This  minis- 
ter of  France  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Porte  to  mark  out  the  places  where  new 
batteries  slM)uid  be  raised ;  he  had  been 
desired  to  station  the  ships  where  their 
range  of  shot  would  be  most  destructive ; 
ajid  to  prove  to  him  that  in  his  person,  a 
defiance  sliould  be  given  to  the  English,  he 
had  been  decorated  with  the  insignia  of 
that  order  which  had  been*  instituted  by 
the  Sultan  as  a  token  of  gratitude  to  his 
maj.  and  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  what  bad 
so  gloriously  been  atchieved  against  the 
French  by  the  British  troops  in  Egypt. — Al- 
though 1  had  so  many  and  such  strong  rea- 
sons lor  mistrusting  the  Porte,  and  although 
capt.  Capel  had  begun  to  be  extremely 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  Endymion,  it 
was  not  till  about  ,9  in  the  morning  of  the 
29th  of  Jan:  that  1  formed  my  resolution 
of  endeavouring  to  quit  Pera.  I  had  not 
long  resolved  to  do  it  before  1  leam^  from 
a  person  who  was  not  likely  to  deceive  me, 
that  according  to  the  information  I  had  al^ 
ready  received,  we  were  all  of  us  really  to 
be  detained  as  hostages ;  and  as  Mr.  Pisani 
came  soon  afterwards  to  inform  me  that 
he  could  neither  obtain  a  firman  nor  an 
answer  to  my  note,  the  Reis  Efiendi  not- 
having  been  prevailed  upon  to  do  more 
than  to  direct  bim  to  call  again  on  the 
ensuing  day ;  I*  hs^d  no  doubt  remaming  as 
ta  the  propriety  of  -my<  retidug  from  « 
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post  wiieire  I  was  not  allowed  the  means  of 
doiilg  tny  duty  to  my  sovereign. — 6ut  the 
more  I  was  impressed  with  the  iodispen- 
sable  necessity  of  taking  measures  for  my 
removal  from  Constantinople,  the  more  I 
was  struck  with  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
beiug  able  to  effect  it.     I  had  to  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  British  merchants, 
and  I  had  also  to  convey  my  own  family 
on  board  of  ship  without  suspicion  being 
given  of  what  I  was  intending. — As  all  de- 
pended upon  the  secrecy  of  my  plans,  and 
as  there  could  be  no  hope  of  impressing 
upon  each  member  of  the  factory  the  dan- 
ger which  would  arise  from  a  premature 
discovery,  I  determined  to  have  them  as- 
sembled on  board  the  Endymion  under  the 
pretence  of  their  being  invited  to  dine 
there,  capt.  Capel  having  given  orders  be- 
lore-band  that  no  one  who  entered  the 
ship  should  be  allowed  to  leave  it  without 
his  permission. — ^This  precaution  was  ne- 
cessary, as  all  communication  with    the 
shore  was  thereby  prevented ;   and  as  my 
secret  was  confided  to  no  one,  except  to 
capt.  Capel  and  to  a  merchant  who  had 
been  selected  to  take  cdre  thaf  none  of  his 
countrymen  should  be  missing ;  1  was  san- 
guine in  my  expectations  that  all  my  ar- 
rangements would  be  successful. — When  1 
had  reason  to  believe,  that  every  British 
subject  was  already  gone  to  tiie  Endymion, 
I  went  on  board  myself,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction to  find/  that  not  a  single  person  was 
missiiig. — I  then  assembled  the  merchants, 
and  made  them  acquainted  with  the  mo- 
tives which  had  induced  me  to  withdraw 
them'thus  privately  from  Constantinople.  1 
told  them  that,  as  the  conduct  of  the  Forte, 
.  particularly  since-  it  was  known  that  the 
Russians  had  been  defeated  in  Poland,  had 
destroyed  all  hope  of  attention  being  paid 
to  my  representations,  a  rupture  with  us 
must  probably  ensue ;   and  that,  in  that 
event,  they  could  have  expected  nothing 
less  than  the  loss  of  all  their  property  and 
imprisonment.     I  made  them  understand, 
that  by  the  measure  I  was  pursuing,  their 
persons  would  at  any  rate  be  placed  in  safety. 
The  merchants  seemed  to  be  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  I  had  acted  properly.    It  bad 
come  to  their  knowledge  as  well  as  mine, 
that  there  was  an  intention  to  seize  the  fri- 
gate, and  thus  to  prevent  their  departure; 
and  as  most  of  them  had  been  witnesses  of 
the  cruel  treatment,  which  in  the  war  with 
France  tbe  merchants  of  that  country  bad 
suffered,  they  could  not  but  congratulate 
themselves  on  finding  that  they  were  unex* 


pectedly  relieved  from  so  distressing  tf  situ- 
ation.— Every  dbcussion  respecting  our  de- 
parture being  now  ended,  I  wrote  the  note 
to  the  Reis  Effendi,  which  I  intended  to 
leave  behind,  and  gave  it  to  one  of  my  ser- 
vants who  was  to  remain  at  Pera,  witli 
orders  to  him  not  to  deliver  it  before  the 
next  morning. — I  have  herewith  the  honour 
of  enclosing  a  copy  of  that  note ;   and  I 
trust,  that  the  contents  of  it  will  appear  to 
your  Idp.  sufficiently  expressive  /of  my  ear- 
nest wish  to  avoid  hostilities. — At  9  at 
night,  when  it  was  so  dark  that  our  depar- 
ture was  not  likely  to  be  perceived,  capt. 
Capel  ordered  his  cables  to  be  cut    With- 
out troubling  your  Idp.  with  a  long  account 
of  what  happened  to  us  on  our  passage,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  after  having 
had  some  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
Capitan  Pacha,  who  was  with  the  Turkish 
fleet,  might  attempt  to  detain  us,  we  had 
the   satisfaction  to  find  that  our  salutes 
were  returned ;  and  shortly  after,  it  being 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st  Jan.  we 
anchored  in  the  midst  of  his  maj.'s  squad- 
ron, which,  mstead  of  removing  to  Tenedos 
as  was  mtended,  had  been  unexpectedly 
obliged  to  remain  at  the  Dardanelles. — I 
cannot  help  considering'  it  as  most  for- 
tunate that  sirTlios.  Louis  was  still  in  sight 
of  the  Turkish  ships,  as  I  much   doubt 
whether  otherwise  we  should  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  without  molestation.   That 
the  Capitan  Pacha  might  know  exactly  the 
real  situation  of  affiiirs,  I  sent  Mr.  Pisani 
to  give  him  the  strongest  assurances  in  my 
name,  that  my  removal  from  Constantino- 
ple was  merely  a  measure  of -precaution, 
and  that  it  would  rejoice  me  if  the  answer 
which   I   was  expecting  from  the   Porte 
should  permit  me  to  jretum. — W^hen  Mr. 
Pisani  came  back  from  the  Capitan  Pacha, 
who  had  charged  him  with  an  extremely 
civil  message  for  the  adm.  and  for  me,  and 
who  I  really  believe  deprecates  the  idea  of 
a  war  with  England,  the  whole  squadron 
weighed  anchor,  and  we  repaired  to  our 
present  station  off  Tenedos.     It  was  right 
to  lose  no  time  in  changing  our  position, 
for  adm.  Louis  had  given  his  word  that 
this  movement  should  not  be  delayed,  and 
besides,  1  was  desirous  that  nothing  which 
conld  be  construed  into  an  hostile  inten- 
tion should  appear  to  be  the  consequence 
of  my  arrival. 

No.  XL — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  Lord  Howick,  dated 
Uth  Feb.  1807.— Received  2d  May. 

I  yesterday  received  from  Mr.  Pisani  the 
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translation  of  two  Notes  addressed  to  nie 
by  the  Porte,  and  I  herewith  enclose  copies 
of  tbein. — One  of  these  notes  is  perhaps 
intended  as  a  kind  of  answer  to  the  letter 
which  I  wrote  to  the  Reis  Effendi  on  the 
26th  of  last  month.  The  other  is  a  circu-. 
lar  note  sent  to, the  different  foreign  missi- 
ons after  I  had  ^retired  from  Pera^ — ^^It  is 
asserted  by  the  Porte,  that  I  had  no  suflli- 
cieut  cause  for  removing  from  my  post ;  and 
an  attempt  is  made  to'  expiain  away  the 
refusal  of  a  passpoit'. — Having  in  a  preced- 
ing dispatch  most  fully  explained  the  mo- 
tives of  my  conduct,  I  shall  not  trouble 
your  Idp.  with  the  numerous  observations 
which  the  language  of  the  Porte  might  en- 
able me  to  make.  J  shall  only  say,  that  it 
was  my  duty  to  demand  a  firman  for  the 
boat  ^4Nch  was  to  pass  the  Dardanelles, 
for  it  had  been  expressly  declared  to  me, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  war  with  Rus- 
sia, every  sort  of  vessel  would  be  stopped, 
the  navigation  of  which  was  not  sanctioned 
by  a  permission  from  the  Porte.  If  any 
thing  had  been  wanting  to  prove  the  im- 
proper intention  of  the  Porte,  this  part  of 
the  subject  would  have  been  placed  in  the 
clearest  point  of  view  by  the  unworthy 
quibble  of  endes^vouring  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  an  officer  and  a  messenger. 
The  officer,  as  the  bearer  of  my  dispatches, 
was  to  be  my  me^enger,  and  ft- is  a  service 
on  which  officers  are  perpetually  employed. 

(First  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  XI.) 
— ^Translation  of  a  Note  from  the 

'    Porte  to  his  maj/s  ambassador,  dated 
25th  Zilkaad^  1221,  (5th  Feb.  1807). 

At  an  official  conference  which  was  held 
at  the  Sublnne  Porte  by  the  request  of  the 
English  ambassador  the  most  esteemed  Mr, 
Arbuthnot,  the  l6th  of  this  present  month 
Zilkaade  (25th  January)  after  making  some 
propositions  not  altogether  of  a  proper  na- 
ture, he  declared  in  his  statements  that  a 
fleet  of  English  ships  is  to  be  joined  by  a 
Russian  squadron  at  the  isle  of  Tenedos ; 
that  the  same  was  to  force  its  passage 
through  the  Dardanelles  to  come  to  Con- 
^ntinople ;  that  he  should  send  directions 
for  the  English  dwelling  in  the  capital  and 
in  the  provinces  abroad,  to  prepare  shortly 
to  depart  or  return  to  their  own  country; 
and  that  he  intended  to  present  a  note 
after  the  conference,  to  which  he  should 
absolutely  expect  an  answer  from  the  Sub- 
lime Porte,  in  wiiting.^-Tbree  days  after  a 
very  long  and  detailed  note  was  received 
from  him,  written  in  a  foreign  language, 
and  consistiDg  of  13  pages.    Aa  a  tnmala- 


tion  was  making,  in  view  to  conakkr  of 
the  contents,  and  to  give  an  answer  in  con- 
sequence, he  all  of  a  sudden  embarked  in 
an  English  frigate  which  was  here  on  Thurs- 
day after  sun-set,  and  went  away  without 
leave  or  advice  m  the  shape  of  a  fugitive ; 
which  being  an  event  whereof  there  is  no 
example,  it  could  not  fail  creating  much 
astonishment. — ^The  Sublime  Porte,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  sincere  friendship  which  she 
has  professed  for  the  court  of  Great  Britaia 
since  time  hnmemorial,  and  ever  faithfully 
bent  on  the  observance  of  treaties,  has 
uuiformly  maintained  every  stipulation,  and 
has  bestowed  th^  most  perfect  attention 
upon  fii^lfilling  the  object  and  obligations  of 
tlie  ailiauce  which  had  been  contracted  be- 
tween us,  for  a  time, — nay,  this  line  of 
conduct  to  her  best  and  most  favourite 
friend  Great  Britain  having  constantly  pro- 
duced strong  remonstrances  and  complaints 
on  the  part  of  the  French  court,  who  was 
at  war  with  England,  the  Ottoman  Porte» 
in  the  sole  view  of  preventing  the  interven- 
tion of  the  leasts  coolness  between  us,  has 
never  been  brought  to  recede  in  tiie  small- 
est degree  from  the  system  of  regard  and 
friendship  she  bore  to  that  crown. — More- 
over, when  about  two  months  since  the 
Russian  troops,  unawares  and  without 
cause,  passed  the  Ottoman  frontier,  and  by 
employing  artifices  and  tricks  inconsbtent 
with  the  maxims  of  independent  govern- 
ments, took  possession  of  the  impe;rial  Otto- 
man provinces  without  previous  notice  be- 
ing given  (as  is  known  to  all  the  world, 
and  is  manifest  to  all  impartial  persons, 
who  see  things  in  a  right  and  equitable 
point  of  view)  the  Sublime  Porte  refrained 
notwithstanding  from  waging  war  all  at 
once,  because  of  that  constant  disposition 
which  ever  makes  her  prone  to  avoid  part- 
ing and  being  at  amity  with  her  friends.-^ 
She  l>eing  therefore  in  hopes  that  the  Bri* 
tish  court,  far  from  ever  assenting  to  so  im- 
properly hostile  a  conduct  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  would  have  on  the  contrary  em- 
ployed its.good  offices  to  prevent  so  glaring 
an  injury  and  injustice  as  was  offered  to  its 
sincerest  friend  the  Ottoman  empire,  with 
a  true  interest,  she  waited  during  a  spade 
of  more  than  30  days,  and  she  consented 
to  use  her  calmness  and  patience  in  expec- 
tation of  obtaining  a  better  insight  into  the 
state  of  things— Such  was  the  position  of 
the  Sublime  Porte  when  the  Russian  troops 
continued  to  push  on  this  way,  and  to  en- 
croach on  our  territory.  Theur  persisting 
to  advance  at  this  rate,  afforded  a  sufficient 
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proof  what  little  likelihood  there  was  of 
•Russia's  givmg  up  a  project  of  eocroach- 
ment  she  had  "framed  7  or  8  months  be- 
fore, be  the  behaviour  of  the  Sublime  Porte 
ever  so  ftiendly  towards  her  in  the  present 
case ;  and  it  being  ^a  positive  fact  by  this 
lime,  that  one  moment  of  further  hesitation 
and  delay  would  have  been  attended  with 
the  most  injurious  consequences  for  the 
state,  the  Sublime  Porte  com|)etled  by  ne- 
cessity has  ultimately  complied  with  the 
tenet  which  prescribes  that,  "  an  invader 
must  be  repelled  by  force/'-— In  the  con- 
test however  thus  occurred  with  Russia, 
tbere  is  nothing  tbat  can  aftect  the  stipula- 
tions and  treaties  subsisting  between  the 
Sublime  Porte  and  Great  Britain.  There 
is  not  in  fact  the  least  subject  between  us 
to  necessitate  au  interruption  of  tlie  ties  of 
friendship,  or  any  one  thing  of  a  nature  to 
lead  to  a  discussion,  miich  less  to  a  rupture. 
On  the  other  hand,  no  answer  has  as  yet 
been  received  that  we  expect,  to  two  offi- 
cial aud  confidential  letters  which  have 
been  written  on  a  preceding  and  subsequent 
occasion,  by  his  imperial  maj.  to  the  most 
august  king  of  Great  Britain,  upon  the 
Russian  business.  It  is  certsrin  that  we  are 
not  without  some  flattering  hopes  of  un- 
doubted proofs  coming  to  light  of  that 
august  king's  zealous  and  ancient  friend- 
ship to  this  empire. — Under  these  cir- 
cumstances we  could  not  help  being 
greatly  surprised  at  the  ambassador's  run- 
ning away,  as  above  stated,  by  night, 
withont  waitipg  for  an  answer  to  the 
propositions  of  a  groundless  unprecedented 
nature,  which  1^  has  made  in  terms  of  an 
equally  nnpalaiabie  tenor;  and  at  its  being 
stated  in  a  paper  he  lefl  with  tbe  Danish 
charge  d'affaires  to  be  presented  to  tbe 
Sublime  Porte  after  his  departure,  that,  be- 
cause a  passport  which  he  had  asked  for 
two  days  before,  had  not  been  given  im- 
mediately, he  considered  himself  as  inse- 
c«re ;  which  was  tbe  motive  of  his  going 
precipitately  away  from  henee. — As  to  the 
passport  above  aUoded  to,  at  the  time  the 
ambassador's  long  note  was  presented,  a 
firman  had  in  fact  been  demanded  for  a 
cotttiertogo  to  the  DardaneNes^  but  at 
first  the  demand  being  stalled  with  the 
word,  •  Couf  ier,'^  the»  with  th^  of  •  Offi- 
cer,' this  appeared  contra^tory.  Next  to 
tiiat,  there  never  has  beeir  an  application 
Biad6  for  ft  firman  of  the  kkMl  hr  the 
DUrdalnettes  in  former  times.  B^esides^  he 
kavifig  aanouneed  m  the  conferettee  thait  a 
ieet  was  (otGlAj  and  inftdliUy  to*  pass 


throngh  the  Dardanelles,  it  became  expe- 
dient to  use  some  demur  until  the  trans- 
lation of  his  note  might  be  gone  through, 
and  a  clearer  notion  conci^ived  of  tbe  state 
of  the  question ;  and  af^er  all,  no  decisive 
answer  was  given  to  say  that  the  tirman  in 
question  should  not  be  granted,  but  the 
delivery  of  it  was  deferred  till  the  next  day- 
•—Such  being  the  rase,  and  nothing  of  any 
kind,  either  of  an .  important  or  trifling 
nature  having  occurred  to  cause  a  suspen- 
sion of  security  in  regard  to  the  ambassa- 
dor, and  respecting  his  dependants,  it  is 
altogether  needless  to  dwell  on  explaining 
in  wimt  light  such  open  steps  must  be  seen 
as  his  alledging  such  vague  pretences  desti 
tute  of  every  foundation,  and  leaving  the 
residence  with  an  air  of  abandoning  the 
mission,  and  cutting  ofl'  all  connecObn  with 
this  place. — Notwithstanding  all  this,  the 
Sublime  Porte,  ever  bent  on  that  pacific 
system  which  is  her  professed  habit  with 
her  friends,  actually  considers  G.  Britain 
as  being  at  peace  with  her,  and  nnless 
hostilities  be  committed  on  their  part,  the 
Ottoman  empire  will  refrain  from  shewing 
enmity  to  them:  and  whereas  the  Sublime 
Porte  has  determined  to  take  under  her 
protection  the  English  dependants  that  have 
remained  in  Constantinople,  and  to  treat 
them  with  courtesy  and  attention,  which 
measure  appears  stated  in  a  circular  note 
which  has  been  sent  to  the  ministers  of  all 
friendly  powers  resident  here ;  that  these 
circumstances  may  be  likewise  known  to 
the  aforesaid  ambassador,  a  cOpy  of  that 
circular  has  been  subjoined  to  this  present 
official  note,  and  the  same  is  transmitted 
to  biin  is  consequence.  25tb  Zilkaade 
1221,  (5th  Feb.  18()7.) 

Second  Inclosare  referred  to  No  II . — 
Translation  of  a  circular  Note  from 
the  Porte,  dated  29  of  the  Moob 
Zilkaade  1221,  (9lh  Feb.  180?.) 

The  Sut>lime  Ottoman  Porte  having  ever 
been  intent  on  fulfilling  every  obligation 
©f  amity  and  friendship  toward  the  court 
of  €.  Britain,  not  one  thing  did  exist 
between  them  of  a  nature  to  bring  on  a 
rwpture  or  a  coolness.—- The  English  ambas- 
sador resident  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  Mr. 
Arbuthoot  having  in  a  conference  held  5 
or  S  days  ago,  made  some  strange  propo- 
sitions, the  Turkish  ministers  in  their  an- 
swer limited  themselves  to  saying  that  the 
Subtee  Porte  at  this  present  epoch,  was 
at  war. with  Kussia  and  at  peace  with  O. 
Bril»w  Soon  after  the  conference,  the 
ambassador   presented  s  MoCe,  itt 
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"which  he  stated  his  claim  of  having  an  an- 
swer in  writing.  The  same  being  taken 
into  consideration,  some  hope  was  enter- 
tained of  his  drawing  back  from  preten- 
sions of  a  natui:e*  contrary  to  the  rigfits 
of  nations  and  independe(;t  governments, 
ivhen  immediately,  ailer  giving  in  that 
note,  he  all  of  a  sudden,  without  sending 
advice  and  without  the  cause  being  known, 
embarked  in  an  English  frigate  which  was 
in. the  harbour  at  the  time,  and  taking  his 
people  and  some  merchants  with  him,  left 
Constantinople  and  absented  himself  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  by  cutting  and  leaving 
the  ship's  anchor  behind  :  a  conduct  which 
has  created  much  astonishment.*— After 
going  away,  he  left  a  letter  behind  to  be 
tendered  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  wbereiu  he 
alledges  as  a  main  subject  of  contplaint, 
that  some  difficulty  was  shewn  in  granting 
a  passport  to  a  courier  going  to  the  Darda- 
nelles, which  bad  been  a^ked  for  by  him;  and 
that  under  that  circumstance  he  could  not 
safely  continue  to  remain  here. — In  the 
instance  he  alludes  to,  Jio  answer  having  in 
fact  been  given  him  in  the  negative,  it  is 
clear  that  an  incident  of  the  kind  could 
not  be  a  matter  to  occasion  his  departure 
from  Constantinople;  and  it  is  equally 
notorious  that  no  circumstance,  no  pro< 
ceeding,  either  of  an  important  or  a  trifiin^ 
nature,  has  occurred  to  take  away  the 
security  either  of  the  ambassador,  or  of  any 
one  individual  belonging 'to  the  English 
nation. — ^Things  having  come  to  this  pitch, 
that  is  to  say,  the  English  ambassador  leav- 
ing the  residence  in  this  way,  all  of  a  sud- 
den, without  receiving  an  answer,  being  an 
event  susceptible  of  many  constructions,  it 
would  appear  incumbent  upon  the  Sublime 
Porte  to  act  in  tlie  same  manner  on  her 
part,  by  placing.her  contidence  in  the  help 
and  mercy  of  that  sovereign  conqueror  the 
Almighty  God.  Yet,  being  unwiUing  to 
depart  u'om  that  sytem  of  equity  which  she 
is  ever  accustomed  to  follow,  and  she  being 
never  persuaded  of  a  proceeding  occurring 
from  the  court  of  G.  Britain,  which  is  notcon- 
sbtent  with  the  dictates  of  justice ;  orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  different  Ottoman  ofii- 
cersto  whom  it  appertaineth,for  those  Enghsh 
dependants  who  have  been  left  here,  and 
for  the'famihes  of  such  as  have  gone  from 
their  residence,  to  remam  under  the  shade  of 
his  imperial  majesty's  protection,  in  perfect 
security ;  and  Uie  Danish  charge  d'affaires 
our  friend  Mr.  Hubsch,  whom  the  said 
ambassador  has  left  as  his  agent,  has  been 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  effects  and 
Vol.  X, 


property  belonging  to  the  same  ambassador 
here.  Directions  having  also  been  issued  to 
the  same  Turkish  officers  that  no  molestation 
be  given  to  such  siiips  as  there  may  be  in 
this  harbour,'  every  thing  being  to  continue 
in  its  actual  state  for  the  present. — And 
that  the  Sublime  Porte's  perseverance  in 
her  uniform  system  of  -moderation  and 
equity  may  also  be  made  known  in  this 
instance,  this  present  official  note  is  written, 
and  is  delivered  to  Jhe  ministers  of  all 
friendly  powers  resident  here,  in  order  to 
their  transmitting  the  same  to  their  re- 
spective .courts. 

No.  XIL— Dispatch  from  Mr.  Arbuthnot 
to  Lord  Ho  wick,  dated  Royal  George, 
14th  February  I8O7. — Received  2d 
May. 
My  lord,  when  I  wrote  to  your  Idp.  the 
letter  marked  private  of  the  1 0th  histant, 
from  on  board  the  Eudymion,  [  fully  ex- 
pected that  on  the  ensuing  morning  L  should 
have  an  interview  with  his  highiiess  the 
Capitan  Pacha,  and  that  it  would  be  as- 
certained, whether  our  passage  though  the 
Dardanelles  was  to  be  amicable  or  hostile. — 
The  wind  however  blew  so  hard  on  the 
following  morning,  that  on  account  of  the 
surf  it  was  impossible  .to  attempt  to  land 
me ;  and  as  the  forts  fired  upon  the  Endy* 
mion,  there  was  an  evident  unwillinr;ness  to 
permit  the  frigate  to  run  into  sufficiently 
snu>oth  water,  for  me  to  be  put  on  shore.— 
Nothing  therefore  remained,  to  be  done, 
but  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pisani,  in  which 
the  cause. of  my  not  landing  should  be  ex- 
plained ;  and  in  which  one  more  effort 
should  be  made  to  inspire  the  officers  of 
the  Sultan  with  the  pacific  disposition  by 
which  we  ourselves  are  influenced. — I  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  this 
letter  to  your  Idp.  which  in  the  course  of 
the  day  we  had  the  means  of  sending  by  a 
Turkish  boat  into  the  Dardanelles,  although 
the  increased  violence  of  the  wind  rendered 
it  more  impossible  than  ever  to  land  me  on 
the  open  beach.— Yesterday  morning,  and 
not  before,  the  weather  had  become  so  mo- 
derate that  I  was  enabled  to  pay  a  visit  to 
the  Capitan  Pacha,  and  1  accordingly  went 
on  shore  to  meet  him.— With  his  highness 
personally  I  had  the  greatest  reason  to  be 
satisfied,  but  he  could  agree  to  nothing 
which  would  have  authorized  me  to  pro- 
pose to  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  not  to  force 
the  passage.  He  wished  me  to  go  with 
him  in  the  Endymion  to  Constantinople, 
that  I  might  propose  my  terms  to  the 
ministers  of  the  Porte«  and  that  the  British 
2M  ' 
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Feet  should  in  the  mean  while  Temsm  at 
anchor  off"  Tenedos.— I  told  him  that  I 
eould  not  return  to  the  admiral  with  such 
tt  proposition,  but  that  I  would  make  an 
Endeavour  to  stop^the  progress  of  the  fleet 
lowards  Constantinoiple,  provided  it  should 
be  permitted  to  remove  to  the  anchorage 
within  the  entrance  of  the  passage  which 
had  been  lately  occupied  by  sir  Thomas 
Louis,  and  provided  a  British  ofiker  was 
MIowed  to  remain  at  each  fort  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  that  no  additional 
works  were  carried  on  during  the  time  that 
the  negotiation  with  the  Porte  was  pending, 
t  added,  that  should  his  highness  adopt 
this  idea,,  and  should  it  be  approved  by 
the  admiral,  to  whom  I  ha$!  not  as  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  mentioning  it,  1  wopld 
most  readily  go  up  to  Constantinople ;  but 
that  instead  of  taking  the  Endymion,  I 
should,  for  the  sake  of  saving  time,  prefer 
a  Turkish  row-boat. — ^The  Capitan  Pacha 
assured  me  that  he  dared  not  assent  to 
Inrhat  I  had  suggested,  as  he  should  have 
to  answer  with  hb  head  for  having  presum- 
ed to  disobey  the  Sultan  s  oilers.  He 
observed  likewise,  that  the  rapid  march 
of  the  French  army  towards  the  Dniester 
would  oblige  the  Porte  to  be  still  more 
<;autious  in  her  negotiations,  as  should  the 
alliance  with  Russia  be  at  this  moment  re- 
newed through  the  mediation  of  Great 
Britain,  Buonaparte  might  have  a  pretence 
for  considering  the  sultan  as  his  enemy,  and 
that  then  he  would  not  fail  to  invade  the 
Turkish  empire. — ^To  this  I  replied,  that 
the  misfortunes  which,  accordmg  to  his 
highnesses  statement,  had  happened  to 
Russia,  would  bean  additional  motive  with 
us,  as  we  were  sure  it  "would  be  with  our 
sovereign,  to  give  assistance  to  our  ally, 
when  it  appeared  to  be  most  needed :  that 
on  account  of  the  present  situation  of 
aflairs,  I  might  perhaps  be  mduced  to  re- 
cede In  some  instances  from  what  the  in- 
terests of  my  own  sovereign  might  have 
authorized  me  to  demand  ;  but  that  eVery 
effort  must  be  made  on  our  part  to  relieve 
the  emperor  of  Russia  from  the  war  which 
the  Turks  were  carrying  on  against  him,  and 
that  I  would  willingly,  to  effect  this  object, 
go  myself  in  company  with  a  Turkish  nego- 
tiator to  general  Michelson's  head  quarters, 
and  there  employ  my  good  offices  to  restore 
peace.-^The  Capitan  Pacha  seemed  to  lis- 
ten with  pleasure  to  all  t  said.— He  re- 
gretted only  that  he  did  not  venture  to 
transgress  his  orders;  and  appearing  to 
fcopc  that  ^r  J.  T.  Duckworth  could  be  | 


prevailed  upon  not  to  remove  from  lutf 
present  station,  he  earnestly  desired  me  to 
use  my  infhience  for  the  attainment  of  this 
object.— On  my  return  to  the  fleet  I  made 
the  admiral  acquainted  with  all  the  parti- 
culars of  my  cowersation  with  the  CapitaD. 
Pacha. — I  cannot  say  what  might  have 
been  the  decision  of  the  admiral  if  the 
Capitan  Pacha  had  readily  c<mseiited  to 
all  that  1  had  proposed;  but  when  he 
learnt  that  nothing  i^hatever  was  to  lie  ob- 
tained as  a  compensation  for  loss  of  time* 
he  gave  it  without  hesitation  as  his  decided 
opinion,  that  we  must  pass  the  Dardanelles 
before  we  again  attempted  to  negotiate.— 
I  immediately  wrote  to  inform  Mr.  Fisani 
(who  was  remaining  with  the  Capitan  Pacha) 
of  our  final  determination ;  and  th«  letter 
to  him,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  shall  be 
sent  on  shore  the  very  moment  that  tlie 
boat  arrives  which  is  to  come^  for  my  an- 
Bwen—- The  die  therefore  is  now  cast. 
Every  effort  has  t>een  made  by  as  to  avert 
hostilities;  and  shoold  the  Turks  commence 
them  against  us,  every  effort  shall  still  be 
made  to  prove  to  the  Porte,  that  the  wisb 
of  our  sovereign  is  peace.  With  this  view 
I  have  directed  Mr  Pisani  to  inform  the 
Capitan  Pacha,  that  on  our  arrival  before 
Constantinople,  I  shall  once  more  offer  to 
negotiate,  and  that  no  hostile  measures 
shall  l>e  undertaken  by  us,  while  a  hope 
lenniins  that  our  pacific  mtedtiomi  will  be 
justly  appreciated. — ^Should  we  ultfanately 
fail  in  our  endeavours  to  preserve  peace 
between  hir  miyesty  and  the  Porte,  every' 
eiertion  will,  I  am  certain,  be  made  by 
sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  to  succeed  in  those 
measures  which  he  has  been  directed  to 
undertake.  But  it  is  to  be  recollected, 
that  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war  with  Russia,  this  government  has  be^i 
encreasing,  and  to  a  great  extent,  its  means 
•of  defence,  and  shcmld  the  Turkish  naty 
have  been  removed  hitp  the  Bosphorus, 
there  would,  I  imagine,  l>e  an  absolute 
impossibUity  of  withdrawing  it  from  under 
the  new  and  strong  batteries,  which,  under 
the  inspection  of  general  Sebastiani,  have 
been  now  erected.— I  mention  this,  becaose 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  there  may  be  a  fail^ 
ore  in  some  of  the  objects  which  we  have 
m  view.  This  apprehension,  however^ 
would  have  no  effect  on  the  decision  of^  the 
admiral,  or,  if  I  may  so  Jsav,  on  that  of  niy- 
self.  Our  soveteigil  and  his  ally  had  t>eea 
greatly  injured.  A  powerful  Fleet  hai^ 
been  ieni  to  secure  those  interests  which 
had  been  i^ttdangered:    And  thbugh  the 
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pasrage  of  the  DardaneUei  in  its  present 
foitifiedl  state  caaiiot  be  undertake^  with- 
out great  risk,  aoy  probable  loss  would  in 
my  opioian  be  prdferable  to  tbaf  dishonour 
wrhieh  would  be  attached  to  bis  raaj.'s  arms 
if  a  menace  had  been  made,  which  in  the 
day  of  trial  we  had  not  dared  to  act  upon. 
First  incfosure  referred  to  in  No.  XII. — 
Endymion,  off  the  entrance  of  the 
Dardanelles,  1 1th  Feb.  6.  A.  M.  I8O7. 
Sir;  1  am  come  in  the  Endymion  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  but  now  I  am  here, 
capfain  Capel  will  not  attempt  to  land  me. 
He  says,  that  he  has  no  boat  which  in  such 
weather  as  this  could  put  me  on  shore.— 
It  therefore  only  remains  for  me  to  repeat 
again  for  the  Capitan  Pacha's  information, 
*  that  our  wish  is  to  go  up  as  friends ;  that 
we  shall  not  fire  the  first  shot ;  but  that 
should  hostilities  be  commenced  against  us, 
jbwT  demands  will  be  greatly  increased. — 
We  now  require  no  more  than  that  the 
Porte  should  place  herself  in  that  situation 
with  regard  to  her  foreign  relations  in  which 
I  found  her  on  my  arrival  in  this  country. 
JShe  was  then  the  friend  of  Great  Britain 
jind  Russia.  She  is  now  the  friend  of 
Fnmce.  -  She  is  called  upon  toi  make  her 
choice ;  and  dlir  conduct  towards  her  will 
be  regulated  by  that  choice. — If  I  were  to 
see  the  Capitan  Pacha  I  could  say  no  more 
to  him  than  what  I  have  written  before, 
iMid  what  I  am  now  writing.— Admiral  sir 
J.  T.  Duckworth  dares  not  to  disobey  the 
orders  which  force  it  upon  him  as  an  in- 
dispensable  duty  to  appear  with  his  fleet 
^  Constantinople,  and  the  'first  fair  wind 
win  convey  him  thither.  The  Capitan 
Pacha  must  know  better  than  we  dm, 
whether  he  can  venture  to  save  his  country 
by  not  carrying  info  effect  such  orders  as 
may  Junre  directed  him  to  fire  upon  our 
fleet ;  for  of  course  it  vrili  be  obvious  to 
his  highness  thai,  without  meaning  to  speak 
arrogantly  or  presumptuously, ,  we  should 
not,  as  I  have  remarked  before,  be  so  easy 
<to  treat  with  after  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  as  we  are  now. — My  personal 
wbh  iox  peace  is  so  great  that  I  have  no 
scrapie  in  assuring'  the  Capitan  Pacha  that 
if  we  are  not  treated  now  as  enemies,  I 
shall  be  found  in  future,  having  such  a 
force  to  give  weight  to  my  representations, 
far  less  positive  and  fiir  less  peremptory 
lliau  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  be,  when, 
being  left  to  my  own  individual  exertions, 
i  bad  to  convince  the  Porte  that  my.  court 
K'as  really  in  earnest. — It  cannot  be  offen^ 
fiive  to  the  Capitan  Pach^  to  be  told  that 


with  sQch  means  in  our  hands,  we  think 
ourselves,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence^ 
certain  of  success;  and  having  this  senti- 
ment, I  feel  it  no 'Pusillanimity  on  my  part 
to  implore  his  highness  not  to  plunge  his 
sovereign  and  his  country  into  irrecoverable 
woes.  This  is  to  be  considered  as  my 
final  dechiration  that  the  admiral  is  deter- 
mined to  avail  himself  of  the  first  favoura-^ 
ble  wind ;  and  you  therefore  h^ve  nothing 
further  to  do  than  to  go  as  expeditiously 
as  you  can  to  Constantinople,  and  there  to 
join  me.    Signed  C.  Abbuthnot. 

Second  inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  X(f. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Arbuthnot 
to  B^  Pisani,  esq.  dated  Royal  George 
off  the  Dardanelles,  Idtb  Feb.  18()7* 
Sir ;  I  did  not  fail  to  relate  to  vice  ad« 
miral  sir  John  Duckworth  all  the  particu- 
lars of  the  conference  which  I  bad  to-day 
with  his  highness  the  Ca))itan  Pacha. — 
The  vice  admiral  learnt  from  what  I  said, 
that  his  highness  could  not  even  adopt  .the 
idea  which  I  had  thrown  out,  of  the  fleet  , 
remaining  at  the  anchorage  occupied,  with- 
in the  passage,  by  the  squs^dron  under  sir 
Thomas  Louis.  It  therefore  was  evident 
that  Bothing  Uas  to  be  granted  to  us,  while 
by  my  going  up  alone  without  the  fleet, 
that  greatest  of  all  disadvantages,  the  loss 
of  time  which  could  never  be  regained, 
would  be  suffered  by  us.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  admiral  feels  that  he  has 
no  option  left  to  him,  but  that  it  is  become 
his  boundeu  duty  to  obey  literally  his  so- 
vereign's orders,  and  to  proceed  up  the 
Dardanelles  whenever  the  wind  may  permit 
it. — But  the  admiral  to  the  very  last  will 
be  amicably  inclined.  After  he  has  forced 
the  pasragc  of  the  Dardanelles,  he  will 
again  give  to  the  Ottoman  government  an 
opportunity  of  terminating  by  a  friendly 
negociation  the  differences  which  have 
arisen.  For  this  purpose  he  will  in  the 
first  instance  anchor  his  fleet  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  the  town  of  Constantinople,  as 
will  remove  every  apprehension  of  hb  be- 
ing hostilely  inclined;  and  he  will  not 
proceed  to  extremities,  even  when  the 
means  of  doing  it  shall  be  within  his 
hands,  until  he  has  learnt  from  me  that 
the  negociation  I  shsdl  propose  has  been 
fruitless. — 1  wish  much  that  the  Capitan 
Pacha  had  been  invested  with  discretionary 
powers  to  treat  with  me.  His  highness 
says  he  has  none  such.  He  therefore  must 
obey  the  orders  of  his  sovereign,  and  ue 
must  be  equally  obedient  to  the  orders  of 
ours.  I  ajn,  &c.  CuA.  Arbuthno^. 
2n  2 
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[Papsrs  relating  to  Portugal.]  Mr. 
Abercromby  said,  that  the  information  ob- 
tained relative  to  the  Expedition  to  Co- 
penhagen, was  just  enough  to  excite  sas- 
picion,  but  was  not  sufficient  to  gire  any 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  conduct  of 
ministers.  He  hoped  this  temper  of  re* 
sorve  woold  not  be  shewn  in  respect  to  the 
Papers  he  should  apply  for  in  a  transaction 
that,  was  said  to  bear  so  near  an  analogy  to 
that  proceeding:  he  meant  the  Papers 
connected  with  the  negociation  with  Por- 
tugal. He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  make  any  comment  upon  the  propriety  of 
acquiring  this  intelligence,  until  objections 
should  be  made,  which  he  was  not  disposed 
to  anticipate.  He  should,  therefore,  pro- 
pose his  first  motion,  which  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  several  others.  It  was,  "  That 
an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  tlicre  be  laid  be- 
fore this  house,  copies  of  the  Instructions 
to  earl  St.  Vincent  for  the  direction  of  his 
conduct  at  Lisbon,  in  1 806  ;  and  also  co- 
pies of  the  Instructions  given  on  the  same 
occasion  to  the  enrl  of  Rosslyn  and  to 
general  Simcoe." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  not 
having  had  any  communication  with  the 
bon.  gent,  on  the  subject  of  his  motion, 
and  not  having  collected  from  his  speech 
what  would  be  the  extent  of  it,  he  wished 
to  know  what  additional  documents  he 
meant  to  require,  before  he  acceded  to  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  Abercromby,  replied,  that  his  other 
motions  would  apply  to  the  communica- 
tions from  the  three  persons  he  had  named 
to  the  prince  regent,  and  the  replies  to 
them;  and  further,  the  particulars  of  the 
interview  with  the  prince  regent  prior  to 
their  departui*e  from  the  Tagus. 

Mr.  Secretary  Camiing  objected,  that  a 
motion  so  general  did  not  admit  the  exclu- 
sion of  matter,  however  delicate  in  its  nature, 
and  however  dangerous  to  impart.  Appli- 
cations of  this  kind,  to  provide  the  house 
with  the  particulars  of  a  private  interview 
WMth  a  sovereign  prince,  bad  never  been 
attempted  before,  and  if  acceded  to  must 
'have  the  most  pernicious  consequences. 
It  wiis  well  known,  that  while  the  British 
ministers  were  waiting  in  the  anti-room 
with  the  servants  of  Imperial  princes,  the 
Prench  accredited  agents  had  passed  our 
envoys,  and  had  bearded  sovereigns  within 
the  recesses  of  their  own  cabinets.  This  pre- 
ference had  occasioned  some  complaints, 
and  the  result  had  been  that,  on  various 


occasions,  the  British  agent  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  like  privilege.  But  this 
footing  of  equality  must  be  dentroyedy  if  it 
were  permitted  that  the  private  commmu- 
cations  with  an  independent  sovereign 
should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house, 
subsequently  become  the  matter  of  debate, 
and  again  be  indecently  chrculated  through 
the  kingdom  in  the  public  newspapers. 
He  was  happy  on  this  occasiop  to  mstke  a 
stand,and  openly  to  resist  such  propositions. 
There  was  no  country  in  Europe  where  - 
direct  intercourse  between  the  foreign  mi- 
nisters and  the  monarch  was  so  strictly 
guarded  as  in  our  own :  none  here  were 
suficred  to  approach  the  throne,  unless  the 
servants  of  the  crown  were  present;  and  in 
proportion  to  the  difficulty  of  immediate 
access  with  us,  were  the  obstacles  present- 
ed to  the  same  access  of  our  ministers 
abroad. 

Mr.  Adam  opposed  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  secretary,  and  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  at  hearing  such  doc- 
trine first  broached  by  the  person,  who, 
on  a  former  night,  read  in  that  house  ex- 
tracts of  documents  which  belonged  to  the 
crown,  and  so  far  insulted  the  constitution 
as  to  withhold  the  document  which  he  had 
partially  quoted,  from  parliament.  He 
should  shortly  bring  forward  a  motion  on 
this  subject,  m  order  that  the  house  might 
be  convinced  how  it  stood  in  this  respect, 
and  where  the  boundaries  of  the  crown 
were  limited. 

Mr.  Canning  suggested  an  amendment, 
by  which  the  Instructions  to  lord  Rosslyn, 
&c.  and  an  account  of  their  Expedition, 
would  be  given,  so  that  the  substance  only 
of  what  passed  at  the  court  of  Lisbon 
would  be  obtained. — ^The  amendment  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Upon  Mr.  Abercromby's  third  motion 
being  put,  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  Or- 
der of  Recall  of  earl  St.  Vincent,  &c.  and 
of  the  dispatches  containing  an  account  of 
what  passed  at  their  audience  of  leave, 
Mr.  Canning  made  an  objection  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  motion,  also  upon  grounds 
of  delicate  attention  to  etiquette,  and  the 
mischief  that  might  arise  from  publishing 
official  communications  of  that  nature. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  if  an  am- 
bassador from  England  held  conferences 
with  00  other  person  but  the  sovereign  at 
whose  court  he  resided,  we  could  have  no 
other 'source  of  information  concerning 
his  conduct,  but  the  conferences  with  such 
sovereign ;  and  was  it  to  be  said  that  these 
conferences  should  never  be  disclosed  ? 
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At  the  time  when  we  made  the  late  peace 
with  France^  we  acknowledged  the  first 
consul  as  sovereign  of  that  country.  When 
this  peace  was  put  an  end  to,  by  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities,  were  not  the  private 
conferences  that  passed  between  that  so- 
vereign and  lord  Whitworth,  published  in 
this  country,  as  the  justification  of  the  war  ? 
Now,  he  contended,  that  no  representation 
or  misrepresentation  of  the  words  used  by 
a  foreign  sovereign,  could  ever  be  so  mis- 
chievous as  the  practice  of  reading  partial 
and  garbled  extracts  of  letters  and  other 
documents,  arid  refusing  to  produce  the 
whole  of  them  when  called  for. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  could  not  bear  to  hear  in 
silence  such  language  as  had  been  used  by 
the  right  hon.  secretary.  In  the  best  times 
of  English  history,  the  conduct  of  persons 
in  the  highest  stations,  whether  minister 
or  prince,  were  openly,  fairly,  and  boldly 
discussed  in  parliament ;  it  was  only  at 
the  most  disgraceful  periods  that  we  find 
great  men  have  shrunk  from  publicity,  and 
parliament  too  easily  led  by  confidence 
in  a  great  name,  or  a  high-sounding  title. 
If  members  of  parliament  were  to  under- 
stand that  the  power  of  France  had  this 
effect,  they  had  better  say  to  their  consti- 
tuents, that  the  power  of  Buonaparte  was 
so  great,  that  it  not  only  subverted  or  rais- 
ed up  kingdoms  at  will  upon  the  cbntinent, 
but  that  it  succeeded  in  robbing  them  of 
their  free  constitution. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  the  house  and  the 
country  might  now  be  congratulated  on 
having  in  the  person  of  the  right  hon.  se- 
cretary, a  new  defender  of  those  rules  of 
propriety,  which  he  himself  had  so  lately 
broken.  Sometipes  a  smuggler  made  a 
very  good  custom-house  officer.  This  was 
analagous  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  with  such  animation  against  the 
practice  of  disclosing  confidential  commu- 
nications.— ^The  house  then  divided — ^For 
the  motion  82.  Against  it  142.  Majority  60. 
The  following  are  copies^  of  the  papers 
laid  before  the  house  in  consequence  of 
the  above  motions :  viz. 
.      .  PAPERS 

EELATIVE  TO  P<3RTUGAL,  PRESENTED  BY  HIS 

majesty's  command  to  the  house  Ot 

COMMONS,  PURSUANT  TO  THEIR  ADDRESS 
OF  THE  15th  FEB.  1808. 

No.  I. — Dispatch  from  Mr.  Secretary 

Fox  to  the  earls  of  Rosslyn  and  St. 

Vincent,  and  lieut.  gen.  Simcoe,  dated 

Downing  Street,  9th  Aug.  1806. 

My  lords,  and  sir;    Intelligence  has 

been  received  by  his  maj«^s  ministers  of 


an  intention  on  the  part  of  France  imme- 
diately to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Portugal, 
and  the  French  governma;it  has,  by  its 
own  Declarations,  left  little  or  no  room  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  that  intelligence. — ^It 
has  even  been  formally  announced  by  that 
government  to  his  maj.'s  ambassador  at 
Paris,  that  an  army,  said  to  be  composed 
of  30,000  men,  is  actually  assembfed  at 
Bayonne  for  this  purpose,   and  that  the 
object  of  this  invasion  is  nothlhg  less  than 
that  of  dethrgnine  the  present  royal  fa- 
mily, and  destroymg  the  very  existence  of 
the  Portuguese  monarchy  ;  the  provinces 
of  which  are  to  be  partitioned  out,  one 
part  to  Spain,  and  the  other  part,  with  the 
town  and  port  of  Lisbon,  to  be  given  as  a 
separate  dominion  to  the  prince  of  peace, 
or  to  the  queen  of  Etruria.-^— In  that  ease 
his  maj.  has  thought  it  right  to  direct  that 
the  force  now  embarked,  consisting  of  the 
numbers  stated  in  the  margin,  should  be 
sent  forthwith  to  the  river  Tagus,  ther^  to 
be  met  by  a  competent  naval  force  which 
has  been  in  like  manner  directed  to  repair 
to  that  station.    And  his  maj.  has  thought 
fit  to  give  directions  that  the  land  force' 
appropriated  to  this  service,  should  receive 
successive    augmentations  as  fast  as  the 
means  of  transport  can  be  provided .~^In 
addition  to  the  command  of  the  naval  and 
military  forces  which  jbe  has  intrusted  re- 
spectively to  the  earl  St.  Vincent  and  to 
lieut.  sen.  Simcoe,    his  maj.  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  that  full  powers  should 
be  granted  to  them,  conjointly  with  the 
earl  of  Rosslyn,  tonegociate  with  the  court 
of  Lisbon  on  all  matters  that  may  concern 
the  joint  interests  of  the  two  courts  in  the 
present  conjuncture  of  affairs.  I  am  there- 
fore, in  this  dispatch,  to  explain  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  such  negotiation  is  to  be 
conducted. — ^The  object  most  desirable,  if 
it  should  be  possible  to  be  obtained,  would 
be,  to  arrange  sufficient  and  effectual  mea-. 
sures,  by  concert  between  the  two  courts, 
for  the  complete    defence    of   Portugal 
against  the  threatened  invasion  of  Portu- 
gal ;  an  object  which  it  ought  not  to  be 
difficult  for  Portugal  to  provide  for,  if  the 
invading  force  should  not  exceed  the  num- 
bers stated  by  the  French  government.-— 
This  is  therefore  the  first  point  which  is 
to  be  proposed  to  the  court  of  Lisbon ; 
.and  if  that  court,  either  singly  by  its  own 
resources,  or  by  such  co-operation  as  it 
may  be  able  to  obtain  from  Spain,  where 
it  is  probable  the  plans  of  France  will 
create  much  more  alarm  than  pleasure, 
should  be  willing  seriously  to  engage  i(i 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


5S»] 


PASL.  DEBATES,  Fee.  ]&,  iWB^^BKptnnhib^ioPMHgaL 


[540 


^i§trfm  and  sfici^e  meaaoni  of  de- 
lencc ;  the  king  inli  approve  your  azpfet- 
aiog  ^U  maj/i  diipositbn  to  rapport  theai 
to  the  ML  extBBit  of  aach  meaai  ai  hia 
Aij.  may  be  abla  to  apply  to  this  object 
-^Yoe  wiU  hoarever  onderttaad  distiiictlv» 
that  tbU  iwtmctioa  a|^liei  onlv  to  the 
caie  not  merely  of  aaturances,  but,  as  I 
bare  already  expressed  it,  of  rigorous  and 
.cfieetive  measures,  beni  fide  Mopted  by 
ahe  P<HtugoeBe  government  for  its  own 
4cfonce ;  k  leaoiution  which  seems  to  be 
eo  strongly  called  for  by  the  orgencv  of 
die  present  crisis,  that  one  might  look' 
mkh  some  cmifidenoe  to  its  adoption,  if 
former  experience  did  not  give  too  much 
reason  to.dcnbt  of  it  even  under  such  cir- 
*  cumstanoes. «—  Should  it  be  found  that 
ekher  Abe  means  or  energies  of  the  court 
,of  Portogy  are  inadeipiate  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, the  next  endeavour  must  be  to  in- 
iipire  that  government  with  a  resolution 
which  they  are  understood  formerly  to 
have  entertainnl,  and  which  in  the  case 
Aupposed,  is  the  only  one  that  could  be 
adopted  either  widi  dignity  or  prudence  ; 
aameiy,  that  of  withdrawing  at  once  from 
their  £uoapean  territories,  and  removing 
diemselveB,  with  all  that  they  can  carry 
vith  them,  ao  their  possessions  beyond  the 
i^antic«--i8hould  arch  be  the  disposition 
-of  the  court,  emery  enooaragement  must 
be  gsvsn  io  4:onfinn  them  in  that  inten- 
'Aien,  and  the  strongest  engagements  may 
te<entfirBd  into,  tiu^  in  audi  caae  his  m(y. 
enll  not  only  by  his  naval  foroes  orotect 
and  aecnae  aach  retreat,  but  that  he  will 
naspe^  and  eman  gnaranty  to  the  court  of 
Poring  the  tni^pendanoe  of  its  domi- 
nions m  <the.Braail^  as  well  as  this  posses- 
akm  of  idl  ships  and  o^r  property  that 
jnajr  be  cavried  them  by  virtue  of  ^y 
mum  airrangament/-^A  case  however  must 
>be  yrswiided  foe,  difterent  from  either  of 
the  laro  pceeeding,  and  mdiappily  not  the. 
.kaatprobahie,  inwhidi  the  government  of 
PorlM^U,  Abandoning  all  idea  either  of 
veaistanee  or-esoape,  eiioiuld  wait  in  foivfol 
aogpiiesccaioe  the  approach  of  the  danger, 
'.leaving  the  oenfitKy  with  all  that  it  con* 
4taitis  to  £idl  an  eaoy  end  certain  prey  into 
4he  hands  of  the  eneinT.*^n  that  case  his 
iinilj.  .woahl  ^el 'hiraself  impelled,  as  wiell 
hf  Miry  iconsideisatiosi  of  Aity  to  himself, 
.  es  of  rqgard  efren.for  his  ally,  to  take  snch 
^teps  as  mi§pht  be  neoesBary  to  diminish 
4hMt«iul,  by  prevtntiBg  the  enemy  tem 
noqoiring  that  accnssion  of  foroe,  particu* 
hir^  of  naval  force,  which  the  possession 
.i)f  the  peit  ^  UaboQ^  in  isuoh  oiiciMn* 


stances,  wenM  gra  him,  and  which  may 
have  had  a  principal  share  in  pnanplii^ 
him  to  the  present  intended  eotrage.-^ 
You  nraat,  therefore,  finom  ^  beciiminp;^, 
so  regulate  all  your  conduct  as  to  keep  in 
view  this  ultimate  object,  the  only  one 
possibly  which  may  at  last  be  left  to  you 
to  accomplish.-*-This,  o£  course,  shoukl  it 
ultimately  become  necessary,    mugt  be 
done  not  by  negotiation,  but  by  demon* 
alrations,  and  possibly  by  actual  measures 
of  foroe.^*tiet  (even  m  this  case,  it  is  very 
material,  that  you  should  endeavour  to  tfcie 
utmost  to  impress  both  on  the  gavemment 
and  on  the  people  of  Portugal,  that  the 
stqM  resoitee  to,  are  taken  with  no  feel- 
ings or  object  of  hostility  towards  them, 
but  are  the  result  only  of  that  unhappy 
necessity  which  the  injustice  and  violence 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  weakness  of  Portu- 
gal, impose  upon  his  maj^-rConformably 
to  these  impressions,  if  at  axiy  period  be- 
fore the  ships  and  troops  of^^his  maj.  are 
withdrawn  from  the  coast,  and  even  after 
measuresof  force  shall  have  been  mutually 
resorted  to,  the  court  of  Portugal  shall  be 
disposed  on  better  consideration  and  fur- 
ther evidence  of  the  danger,  to  accept  the 
proposal  of  removing  to  their  possessions 
on  the  other  continent,  you  will  offer  them 
every  assistance  for  that  purpose,  and  make 
all  such  engagements  as  may  best  soften 
and  eonciliate  their  minds  to  so  painful  an 
extremity. — In  all  your  proceedings  you 
will  avoid  carefolly  any  thing  that  may 
give  to  the  enemy  any  handle  for  mis- 
repvesenting  the  just  ixnA  upright  inten- 
tions of  his  maj.  on  thisoccasion^ — ^Nothing 
would  be  more  acceptable  to  his  maj.  than 
that  the  court  oflasbon  should  continue, 
if  it  were  possible,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
secure  and  undisturtied  neutnuity.    It  4s 
matter  of  great  regret  to  his  maj.  to  look 
m  any  possible  case  to  the  neceSHty  of 
employing  force  against  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power ;  and  it  is  of  great  import- 
anee  that  his  maj.'s  conduct  on  Uiis  occa- 
aion  should  be  represented  in  its   true 
light,  both  to  the  court  and  to  the  pei^ple  of 
Portu^l.     It  will  therefore  be  proper,  not 
only  to  deliver  in  official  notes  to  this 
efl^,  but  t6  print  and  circulate  in  the 
Portuguese  language  a  manifesto,  in  which 
those  circumstances  should  be  openly  and 
frankly  explained,  which  justify  by  the 
evident  neceseAty  of  the  case,  the  securing 
beforehand  those  militaiy  resources  which 
the  eneitiy  has  openly  evinced,  and  for- 
mally declared,  his  intention  of  seizing  for 
his  bwn  purposes.— ^His  maj.  has  no  desire 
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to  derive  from  this  measure  any  other  ad- 
vantage than  that  of  depriving  his  enemy 
of  means  of  annoyance,  irhtch  are  intended 
to  be  used  both  against  the  interests  of  his 
country,  and  for  the  purpose  of  attack 
against  the  colonies  oi  Portu^l  herself. 
In  order  to  avert  these  evils,  his  maj.  au- 
thorizes you^  to  agree  to  any  plan  by 
which  the  Portuguese  ships  of  war,  if 
placed  in  his  custody  by  that  government 
without  resorting  to  measures  of  force, 
shall  be  either  retained  in  trust  for  Portu- 
gal, or  shall  be  purchased  from  that  go- 
veniment  by  his  maj.  according  to  their 
fbll  estimated  value.  He  cannot  forego 
those  measures,  which  are  necessary  td 
prevent  th^  Portuguese  navy  iirom  becom- 
ing an  accession  to  that  of  France  ;  but  he 
is  desirous  of  executing  this  purpose  in 
such  way  as  may  be  least  offensive  to  the 
dignity  or  injurious  to  the  interests  of  an 
ally^  in  whom  his  first  wish  would  be  to 
find  the  disposition  and  the  means  of  op- 
posing an  effectual  resistance  against  the 
common  enemy.  —  The  general  objects 
which  are  in  view,  being  thus  explained 
toyou>  the  particular  course  in  which  they 
are  to  be  pursued,  whether  in  measures  of 
negotiation  or  of  force,  or  by  a  mixture  of 
both,  is  left  with  full  confidence  to  the 
discretion  of  the  persons  in  whom  his  maj. 
has  ..vested  such  ample  powers^  and  by 
whose  entire  and  perfect  co-operation  in 
every  step  of  whatever  description  that 
shall  become  necessary^  the  objects,  in 
view  can  alone  be  accomplished. — The 
precise  period  of  th^  demand  to  be  made 
for  the  debarkation  of  the  troops,  and  for 
the  placing  them  in  a  situation  of  security, 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  amon^  these 
points;  and  next  to  that,  the  mode  and 
time  of  the  requisition,  that  the  Portuguese 
ships  in  the  Tagus  should  be  placed  in 
such  a  state,  as  to  be  capable  of  being 
immediately  removed  on  the  approach  of 
an  enemy. — ^It  will  not  escape  your  atten- 
tion, that  these  are  measures  which*  must 
equally  be  adopted,  in  each  of  the  th^ee 
cases  above  stated.  If  Portugal  intends, 
with  the  aid  of  this  country,  to  defend 
herself;  if  the  court  should  meditate  a 
removal  to  the  Brazils;  or  lastly,  if  a 
necessity  should  exist  for  measures  of  force, 
with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  the  ships : 
in  every  one  of  these  cases,  the  kihg's 
tioops  must  be  landed,  and  a  position  must 
be  occupied,  that  will  both  place  them  in 
•afety,  as  far  as  possible,  and  will  fecili- 
tite  the  eitecution  of  such  iheasuiCes  ati  it 
toay  foe  tteceissiEry  for  the  king's  navid 


forces  to  adopt  for  the  remoival*  of  the 
ships. — ^As  this  step  therefore  must  at  all 
events  be  taken^  it  would  seem  desirable 
that  as  little  time  as  is  practicable  should 
be  allowed  for  the  preparation  of  measures, 
of  resistance  against  this  indispensable 
^ep. — ^In  the  state  of  indeeision  in  which 
it  is  not  improbable  the  Portuguese  go- 
vernment may  now  be  placed,  you  must 
naturally  expect,  that  the  existence,  or  at 
least  the  urgency  of  the  danger  will  be 
denied  to  you  ;  and  it  is  indeed  not  abso- 
lutely impossible,  that  circumstances  may 
in  fact  occur  to  delay  the  march  of  the 
French  army,  now  fixed,  as  we  are  told 
by  France,  for  the  15th  of  this  month.  Of 
this  you  will  of  course  have  the  means  of 
procuring  without  difficuky,  authentic  in- 
telligence from  Bayonne ;  but  you  will 
remark,  that  the  measures  now  adopted 
are  founded  on  no  light  surmises,  but  on 
the  declaration  of  the  French  government 
itself;  that  it  is  the  habit  of  that  govern- 
ment thus  previously  to  announce  its  acts 
of  violence ;  that  other  measures  of  a  like 
nature  were  in  like  manner  announced ^  and 
have  actually  been  since  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  and  that  therefore  any  temporary 
forbearance  that  may  occur  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  particular  design  affords  no 
motive  for  delaying  measures  of  necessary 
precaution  against  it. — If  it  should  be 
urged,  that  the  admission  of  the  king's 
forces  will  be  considered  by  the  enemy  as 
a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  Portugal, 
and  will  therefore  afford  either  a  motive, 
or  at  least  a  pretext  for  the  invasion  of 
that  country,  you  will  remark  that  the 
neutrality  of  that  country  is  at  an  end 
from  the  moment  that  a  design  of  invading 
its  territory  and  subverting  its  government 
is  openly  announced  by  one  of  the  belli- 
gerent parties ;  and  that  neither  justice 
nor  prudence  require,  that  we  should  wait 
for  the  actual  execution  of  such  a  menace, 
befbre  we  take  measures  for  averting  or 
lessening  the  evil.  And  experience  has 
but  too  plainly  shewn,  and  in  too  many 
instances,  with  what  facility  the  Frencn 
government  finds  or  makes  pretences  for 
such  measures,  when  once  announced. — 
If  on  your  arrival  at  Lisbon  you  should 
find  that,  either  -  from  alarms  excited  by 
any  accidental  circumstances,  or  in  con- 
sequence of  requisitions  and  demands  madt 
by  the  French,  the  country  should  have 
been  put  in  such  a  state  of  preparation 
and  defence,  as  to  make  the  execution  of 
any  enterprise  of  force  in^e  difficult  than 
it  IS  heped  it  would  be  feaud ;  and  parti- 
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cularly  if  you  should  judge  from  these  or 
any  other  circumstances,  that  the  safety 
of  the  army  entrusted  to  your  command 
would  be  compromised  by  a  debarkation, 
or  by  the  measures  to  be  afterwards  pur- 
sued ;  the  king  relies  on  your  discretion 
not  to  adopt  any  step  which  might  lead  to 
the  probable  loss  of  the  forces. — ^In  that 
case  the  whole  negotiation  would  of  course 
assume  merely  a  pacific  shape. — ^It  would 
be  stated,  that  the  troops  are  sent  to  co- 
operate in  the  defence  of  Portugal,  if  de- 
sired by  that  government ;  but  that  such 
desire  not  being  there  entertained,  they 
would  proceed  to  their  former  destination. 
— In  that  case,  however,  as  indeed  in 
every  case  of  discussion  with  that  govern- 
ment, it  must  always  be  impressed  upon 
them,  that  the  certain  consequence  of 
submission  to  France  must  be,  the  loss  of 
the  Brazils;  which,  in  such  event,  this 
country  must  occupy  for  its  own  safety. 
I  am,  &c.  C.  J.  Fox. 
No.  II. — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Windham  to  the  earl 
of  Rosslyn  and  lieut.  gen.  Simcoe, 
dated  Downing  Street,  12th  of  Aug. 
1806. 
As  the  wind  still  prevents  the  convoy 
from  getting  round  from  the  Downs,  I 
think  it  proper  to  apprise  you,  in  addition 
to  your  former  instructions^  that  it  is 
thought  adviseable  that. you  should  lose 
no  time  in  proceeding  to  Lisbon  in  the 
frigate  destined  for  that  service. — On  your 
arrival  there,  it  is  presumed,  you  will  find 
the  earl  St.  Vincent  already  there  ;  you 
will  of  course,  in  the  first  inslance,  com- 
municate with  his  lordship  on  the  subject 
of  the  instructions  which  are  jointly  ad- 
dressed to  his  lordship  and  you,  and  also 
on  this  dispatch. — ^As  your  an-ival  will  \n 
all  probability  precede  that  of  the  troops, 
it  is  thought  proper  that  lord  Rosslyn 
should,  after  communicating  as. above  with 
lord  St.  Vinceilt,  ph)ceed  to  Lisbon,  and 
there  ^nter  upon  his  mission ;  gen.  Sim- 
coe remaining  with  the  fleet  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  troops. — Lord  Rosslyn  will 
begin  his  negotiation  by  stating  the  cer- 
tainty and  urgency  of  the  danger  ^  men- 
tioned in  your  former  instructions.  He 
:will  remark,  that  while  there  was  a  hope 
that  Portugal  even  by  considerable  pecu- 
niary sacrmces  would  preserve  her  neu- 
trality, the  king  f€lt  too  strong  an  interest 
in  the  safety  of  his  ally  to  endanger  it  by 
^y«  precipitate  or  premature  measures 
on  his  part  !fot  that  the  moment  is  now 
come  when  a  decision  mMSi  be  taken. 


The  enemy  has  announced  his  immediate 
intention  of  subjecting  Portugal  to  the 
greatest  evils  to  which  an  independent 
state  can  be  exposed — the  subjugation  of 
the  country,  the  overthrow  of  the  govern- 
ment by  a  foreign  force,  the  expulsion  of 
the  family  of  its  lawful  sovereigns,  and  t^e 
partition  of  its  provinces.  There  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  reality  of  this  inten- 
tion, which  is  indeed  talked  of  at  Paris 
without  any  secret ;  and  the  existence  of 
the  preparations  for  giving  efiect  to  it  has 
been  confirmed  by  additional  intelligence 
received  since  you  left  London. — ^In  this 
state  of  things,  the  king  can  no  longer  for- 
bear to  urge  the  court  of  Lisbon  to  act  as 
the  urgency  of  such  a  danger  manifestly 
requires.  A  force  is  collected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  their  destruction,  and  the  inten- 
tion of  so  employing  it  is  openly  avowed. 
In  such  a  situation,  to  wait  till  the  hostile 
army  is  put  in  motion,  or  till  some  decree 
of  the  French  government  publishes  to 
the  world  the  partition  of  Portugal,  would 
be  to  expose  the  royal  family,  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  country  to  the  certainty  of 
that  ruin  with  which  they  are  openly 
menaced.  The  only  question  can  now 
be,  whether  to  defend  or  to  abandon  the 
country? — ^Even  if  the  latter  resolution 
were  adopted,  that  would  require  to  be 
acted  upon  witt)  vigour  and  decision  in 
order  to  preserve  to  the  house  of  Bragan- 
za  at  least  its  American  possessions.  If 
the  former,  the  first  step  to  be  taken  to- 
wards it  must  be  that  of  apprising  the 
country  of  the  nature,  extent,  and  urgency 
of  its  danger,  in  order  to  animate  the 
whole  community  in  common  exertions  of 
defence.  This  must  be  accompanied  by 
effective  and  vigorous  measi]ire8  tor  putting 
the  army  in  a  state  of  activity  and  for 
defending  the  frontiers.  Under  such  a 
system,  and  with  the  aid  in  money,  ti'oops, 
and  ships,  which  his  maj.  would  be  entirely 
disposed  to  contribute  to  it,  i£  really 
adopted  and  steadily  pursued,  there  could 
be  little  doubt  that  the  attack  .of  a  much 
more  powerful  army  than  that  now  said 
to  be  assembling  at  Bayonne  might  be 
successfully  resisted.  And  in  the  present 
state  of  Europe,  great  as  the  means  are 
which  France  possesses,  it  may  be  doubt- 
ful whether  she  would  be  disposed  to  ap-  < 
ply  a  larger  force  to  the  pursuit  of  such  an 
object.— ^  therefore,  it  still  be  possible  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  embarking  in  the 
enterprize,  the  course  now  recommended 
can  alone  effect  that  purpose.  If  the  con- 
test be  unavoidable^  no  other,  means  than 
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these  can  aflbrd  any  hope,  of  a  successful 
issue.  This  reasoning  lord  Rosslyn  will 
j)re8s  in  the  most  urgent  manner. — ^The 
great  obstacle  ibr  lord  Rosslyn  to  combat 
will  be  the  desire  of  procrastination  so  na- 
tural to  a  weak  power,  and  the  delusive 
hope  that  by  perseverance  in  the  tempo- 
rizing system  the  evils  which  they  tear 
may  yet  be  averted.  This  must  be  met 
by  sti'ong  representations  of  the  i  m  m  inency 
ot'^he^danger^  and  of  the  mischief  of  de- 
lay.— It  is  probable  that  when  pressed 
upon  this  subject,  M.  d'Aranjo  will  en- 
(]nire  what  specific  assistance  hh  maj.  will 
be  disposed  to  grant  to  Portugal,  if  it 
should  by  such  measures  as  are  now  re- 
commended draw  upon  itself  the  resent- 
ment of  France.  To  this,  it  must  always 
be  answered,  that  the  attack  from  France 
tvill  not  be  the  eonseqaence  of  such 
measures^  but  only  the  execution  of  a  de- 
termination taken  and  announced  antece- 
dently to  them.  But  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  its  being  explicitly  said,  that  provided 
his  majesl^y  were  satisfied  that  rortugal 
was  taking  vigorous  and  effective  mea- 
sures for  her  own  defence,  there  is  no  ex- 
ertion in  the  power  of  this  country  that 
hia  majesty  would  not  be  ready  to  make 
for  that  purpose,  in  pecuniary  assistance 
as  well  as  in  military  and  naval  succours. 
— ^In  addition  to  these  general  assurances, 
it  would '  be  proper  that  lord  Rosslyn 
should  state  specificaHy  that  an  expedition 
of  near  10,000  men  is  now  ready  in  our 
ports  ;  and  that  although  these  have  been 
collected  with  a  view  to  a  different  desti- 
nation, yet  that,  on  any  intimation  of  such 
a  wish  from  the  Portuguese  government, 
orders  would  be  given  to  these  troops,  and 
to  others  which  might  successively  follow 
them,  to  sail  immediately  to  Portugal. 
But  lord  Rosslyn  will  not  let  it  be  under- 
stood tl^t  such  is  actually  their  destina- 
tion.— ^If  the  Portuguese  government  should 
be  induced  by  these  representations  to 
adopt  a  system  of  active  preparation  and 
vigorous  defence,  laying  aside  all  hopes 
of  saving  themselves  by  any  other  course, 
they  will  of  course  cheerfully  accept  the 
projQ&red  aid ;  and  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  which  will  still,  in  all  events,  fol- 
low you  as  soon  as  the  wind  permits, 
will  oe  matter  of  great  satisfaiction  to 
them. — If  they  declme  this  assistance, 
firom  the  fear  of  irrevocably  conpimitting 
themselves  with,  France,  lord  Rosslyn  is 
not,  till  the  actual  arrival  of  the  tiujops,  to 
give  any  intimation  that  he  expects  them  ; 
nor  to  employ  any  other  language  than 
Vol.  X. 


such  as  is  already  pointed  out  in  this  dis- 
patch.— ^When  the  troops  actually  arrive, 
he  will  lose  no  time  in  representing  that 
event  as  the  effect  of  the  continued  infor- 
mation, received  here,  as  to  the  urgency^ 
of  the  danger,  and  as  the  strongest  proof 
of  the  king's  solicitude  to  avert  it. — He 
will  represent  that  the  disembarkation  o^ 
these  troops,  when  sent  on  such  grounds, 
cannot  be  refused  by  the  court  of  Lisbon^ 
except  on  the  ground  of  9'  resolution  to 
abandon  all  measures  of  defence ;  in 
which  case  alone  his  majesty  will  be 
driven  to  consider  what  is  due  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  own  crown,  separately  from 
those  of  his  ally. — He  will  give  the 
strongest  and  the  most  formal  assurances 
that  the  continuance  of  the  troops  shall  be 
limited  to  the  extent  of  the  danger ;  and 
on  this  ground  he  will  demand  their  ad  mis- ' 
sion.-^The  time  to  be  limited  for  a  com- 
pliance with  that  demand  must  be  ar- 
ranged with  the  earl  of  St.  Vincent  and 
lieut.  gen.  Simcoe.  But  it  will  be  proper 
that  the  actual  knowledge  of  a  refusal  to 
admit  the  troops,  as  friends,  should  pre- 
cede,- by  however  short  kn  interval^  any 
attempt  to  disembark  in  any  other  man- 
ner.— If  such  refusal  should  take  place,  the 
Instmctions  already  given  to  you  with  the 
earl  of  St.  Vincent  will  then  apply  in  all 
their  points,  as  indeed  they  do  in  a  great 
degree  to  the  course  here  pointed  out. 
No.  III. — ^Dispatch  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Windham  to  earls  Rosslyn  and  Saint 
Vincent,  and  lieut.  gen.  Simcoe, 
dated  Downing  Street,  2Sth  August 
1806. 
-  My  lords,  and  sir;  Since  the  earl  of 
Rosslyn  and  lieut.  gen.  Simcoe  sailed  from 
Plymouth,  his  mTJesty's  servants  have 
received  information  which  induces  them  . 
to  believe  that  the  preparations  for  the 
attack  of  Portugal  are  in  a  less  fonvard 
state  than  had  before  been  supposed,' 
though  there  appears  no  reaJson  to  enter- 
tain more  doubt  than  before  as  to  the' 
final  intention  of  the  French  government 
to  carry  into  efJect  the  plans  for  the  con- 
quest and  partition  of  Portugal,  which  they 
have  already  announced. — in  this  state  of 
things  the  whole  expedition  being  now 
collected  at  Plymouth,  and  ready  to  sail 
with  the  first  fair  wind,  it  has  been  judged' 
expedient  to  detain  them  until  intelligence* 
shall  have  been  received  from  you  of  your 
proceedings,  and  of  the  state  of  affairs  at 
Lisbon. — It  is  thought  here,  that  there  is 
now  more  prospect  than  before  of  accom- 
plishing the  objects  in  view,  Without  the 
2N 
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necessity  of  resorting  tomeasuTeaof  force^ 
yirhicb,  if  practicable,  is  highly  desirable. 
— ^The  troops  will  however  he  kepi  m 
constant  readiness  to  sail  on  the  very  first 
order,  which  will  be  given  either  on  re- 
ceiving-such information  fronityoa  as  shall 
appear  to  require  it,  or  on  mtelligence 
being  received  here  in  any  other  maaner, 
of  the  French  forces  being  in  a  greater 
state  of  readiness,  or  of  the  danger  of  the 
attack  from  Spain  becoming  ioamineat. 
1  am,  &c.  W.  Windham. 

No.  IV. — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the 
earl  of  Rosslyn  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox, 
dated  Lisbon,  Aug.  SOth,  1806. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
bis  roaj.'s  ship  Santa  Margarita^  anchored 
in  the  Tagus  late  on  Monday  evening  the 
25th.--Early  on  the  26th  lord  St.  Vincent 
came  on  boards  and  his  lordship,  lieut.  gen. 
Simcoe,  and  I,  had  a  full  conference  upon 
the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  country. — 
Lord  Sti'angfordupon  hearing  of  our  arrival 
had  made  application  for  pratique  for  us, 
without  delay. — ^In  the  afternoon  I  landed^ 
and  had  a  long  conference  with  M.  d' 
Araujo. — In  this  I  took  occasion  to  enter 
upon,  that  point  of  our  Instructions,  which 
relates  to  tlie  dangers  of  the  country,  and 
the  proposal  to  assist  in  defending  it.  To 
this  first  head  I  chiefly  confined  myself. 
I  stated  the  intelligence  respecting  the 
plans  of  the  French  government,  and  the 
persuasion  of  his  maj.' J  ministers,  of  the 
extreme  urgency  of  the  danger  arising 
f>om  thence,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
the  Instructions. — ^I'o  this  statement  M. 
d' Araujo  replied,  that  there  was  no  ac- 
tual assembly  of  troops  at;  Bayonne,  no 
Qamp  formed,  and  no  preparations  made. 
That'  he  had  sent  sey^r^il  couriers  to  pass 
through  it,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain* 
ing  the  fact.  That  all  his  intelligence 
from  Paris  and  Madrid  concurred  in 
that  account,  and  that  the  forces  col- 
lected there,  consisted  only  of  an  Italian 
brigade  of  seventeen  hundred  men.  That 
M>"de  Lima  had  given  them  no  reason  to 
apprehend  danger,  and  made  no  communi- 
cation from  Paris  of  a  declared  intention  to 
attack  the  country,  nor  of  any  reports  to 
tliat.  effect. — He  was  persuaded  that  no 
measures  had  been  taken  for  that  purpose; 
and  strongly  stated  the  distinction  between 
a  formal  declaration  of  the  government  or 
a  conversaiion  of  Buonaparte  himself^  and 
the  language  held  by  M.  Talleyrand; 
^hich  he  was  disposed  to  consider  as  a 
mere  device  or  threat  to  induce  lord  Yar- 
mouth and  Kis  majesty's^ministers^  to  con- 


sent to  the  tenoB  of  peace  proposed. — M.' 
d' Araujo  further  staled,  that  the  Spanish 
minister  had  expressed  such  surprice  and 
jealousy  upon  the  arrival  of  lord  St.  Vin- 
cent with  tne  8((uadron,  that  he  had  thought 
it  advisable  to  say  that  his  Britannk^k 
majesty  having  receited  infennation  of 
the  measures  taken  by  Spam  for  placing  a 
part  of  the  troops  on  tne  war  establish- 
ment,  and  eq>ecially  those  which  were 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  had  with  a 
just  and  natural  alarm  for  the  safety  of  bin 
ally,  ordered  into  the  Tagus  Such  forces  as 
were  most  at  hand  and  most  disposable. 
— Upon  this  I  told  M.  d' Araujo  that  h» 
was  at  liberty  also  to  communicate  the 
intelligence  given  by  me  relative  to  the 
apprehensions  that  England  entertained  of 
France  in  consequence  of  M.  Talleyrand'a 
declaration.  This,  however,  he  declined 
for  the  present ;  adding  that  he  cotld  not 
attribute  the]  arrival  of  lord  St.  Vincent 
to  preparations  which  he  did  not  believe 
to  exist,  nor  to  declartions  of  which  he 
had  received  no  account,  and  which  had 
not  been  made  and  were  not  known  to' 
the  Portuguese  minister  at  Paris. — ^He 
shewed  the  greatest  apprehensions  that 
the  sensations  produced  by  lord  St.  Vin* 
cent's  arrival  would  have  the  worst  ef- 
fects upon  the  interests  and  safety  of 
Portu^l,  noj;  so  much  from  the  num- 
ber ot  ships  as  from  the  consequence  at- 
tached to  his  lordship's  exalted  charac- 
ter, and  the  importance  of  the  'mission 
with  which  he  was  understood  to  be 
charged ;  and  he  strongly  expressed  his 
fears  that  this  would  provoke  an  attack 
not  otherwise  intended. — ^After  stating  in 
the  terms  of  my  Instructions  the  irnme-^ 
diate  succours  which  were  embarked  -and 
ready  to  sail  for  the  defence  of  Portugal, 
and  which  for  that  purpose  his  maj.  had 
diverted  from  other  objects  of  the  first  im- 
portance, I  explained  the  unexamined 
generosity  with  which  his  maj.  had  deter- 
mined to  increase  this  force  by  further 
supplies,  and  to  furnish  every  assistance 
that  the  case  might  require.  Or  his  re- 
sources afford,  as  well  in  shqas  and  money 
aH  in  troops. — ^The  nature  and  exteiU;  of 
these  ofiers  appeared  to  have  a  very  con- 
siderable ejffect,  and  were  received  with 
civil  expressions  of  gratitude.^-I  suggesUed 
to  M.  D' Araujo  that  they  must  decide 
promptly  upon  the  ofi&rs  of  succour,  for 
that  the  troops  being  already  embarked, 
must,  if  not  employed  for  the  protection  of 
Portugal,  be  sent  forward  to  ^eir  destuia- 
tion,  and  that  if  the  ofkr  were  npw  rejected. 
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his  diaj/s  goyernment  could  not  hereafter 
Gonoiniand  the  same  means,  whatever  might 
be  its  disposition. — ^M.  D* Araujo  observed, 
that  if  the  forces  of  England  were  distract- 
ed, and  engaged  in  distant  expeditions, 
Portosal  would  be  exposed  to  the  ut- 
most danger,  and  left  totally  defenceless. 
He  frequently  repeated  how  desirable  it 
would  nave  been,  that  the  arrival  of  a 
minister  should  haye  preceded  the  fleet, 
thatfull  communications  should  have  been 
previously  made  of  the  intentions  of  his 
maj.^s  government  and  a  due  consideration 
bestowed  upon  the  means  which  could  be 
Applied  for  the  defence  of  the  country ; 
and  seemed  to  be  thoroughly  persuaded  that 
the  arrival  of  a  British  force  in  the  Tagus 
at  this  moment,  connected  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  mission,  would 
draw  upon  Portugal  the  resentment  of 
France,  and  be  considered  as  a  violation 
of  the  treaty  of  'neutrality. — I  urged 
strongly  the  arguments  suggested  by  my 
instructions  upon  that  subject,  and  I  did 
not  omit  to  remark  to  him,  that  his  maj. 
had  suffered  the  court  of  Lisbon  to  pay 
subsidies  to  France,  as  long  as  a  hope  re- 
mained of  its  being  able  to  preserve  its 
•neutrality.  M.  d'Araujo  said,  he  found 
the  treaty  of  neutrality  in  existence  when 
he  came  into  office,  and  believed  it  to  be 
the  only  means  of  preserving  Portugal, 
and  repeated  his  arguments  against  the 
sufficiency  of  the  evidence  on  which  his 
maj.'s  government  founded  their  belief  of 
the  designs  hostile  to  Portugal. 

No.  v.— Extract  of  ^  Dispatch  from  the 
earl  of  Rosslyn  to  Mr.  Secretar/Fox, 
dated  Lisbon,  Sept.  2,  1 803. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot  see  the 
least  grounds  to  expect  vigorous  efforts 
from  this  nation  in  its  own  defence  ;  and  it  is 
evident  that  no  force  G.  Britain  can  possi- 
bly furnish,  would  of  itself  be  adequate  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  a  French  invasion. 
— ^In  shdrt  it  is  my  duty  to  state,  that  I  en- 
tirely despair  of  the  possibility  of  defend- 
ing Portugal  against  a  French  invasion  by 
any  means  to  be  found  here,  or  that  G. 
Bntain  can  even  with  great  sacrifices  sup- 
ply^— ^With  respect  to  the  immediate  ob- 
jects of  my  mission,  I  must  observe  to  you, 
that  no  apprehensions  of-  danger  from 
France  existed  in  this  country  ;  and  that 
all  the  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to 
acquire  here,  contradicts  the  supposition 
of  preparations  at  Bayonne. — It  appears 
to  me  qiiite  incredible  that  an  army  eould 
be  suddenly  assembled  at  Bayonne,  to  half 
the  extent  stated-  from  the  beginning  of 


August,  without  its  being  known  to  all  the 
merchants ;  and  when  we  consider  the 
consequences  with  which  the  invasion  and 
partition  of  Portugal  would  be  pregnant, 
it  must  be  evident  that  ho  efforts  of  the 
governmeht  could  suppress  the'  intelli- 
gence, or  prevent  the  universal  public  alarm 
which  the  avowal  of  sudi  a  resolution,  cou- 
pled with  the  preparations  necessary  to 
carry  it  into  execdtion,  must  have  produ- 
ced throughout  the  kingdom,  and  especi- 
ally in  the  towns  of  Lisbon  and  Oporto. — 
I  must  add,  that  I  cannot  imagine  any  in-' 
terest  which  the  court  of  Lisbon  could 
have  in  shutting  its  eyes  to  such  move- 
ments, had  they  been  made  ;  and  it  has 
shewn  a  sufficient  sensibility  to  danger  to 
assure  us,  that  it  could  not  conceal  its  fear-J 
if  they  had  been  really  excited.  I  am 
therefore  inclined  to  doubt  this  armament 
as  stated. — I  am  confident  that  the  arrival 
of  the  convoy  with  the  troops  will  excite 
the  utmost  terror  and  despair  in  this  go- 
verftment  and  city ;  but  I  do  not  think  the 
Prince  Regent  will  altogether  refuse  .the 
permission  to  land  when  demanded.  It  is 
however  unquestionable  that  he  will  pro- 
test most  strongly  against  it,  not  only  as 
derogatory  to  his  independence,  but  as  an 
infraction  of  his  neutrality,  likely  to  bring 
down  upon  the  couptry  the  resentment  of 
France,  and  to  engage  him  in  an  unneces- 
sary war.  The  most  moderate  tone  that 
can  be  taken  by  the  court  here,  will  be  to 
declare  Great  Britain  responsible  for  all 
the  consequences  of  the  proceeding,  and 
bound  to  undertake  the  defence  and  pro- 
vide for  the  security  of  Portugal,  should 
it  be  attacked.  Although  the  permission 
to  land  and  encamp  may  be  granted, .  the 
possession  of  the  forts  will  almost  certainly 
be  refused  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  give  any. 
reason  for  insisting  upon  having  them. 
The  landing  may  be  required  because  the 
troops  are  crowded  in  their  transports  and 
the  anchorage  without  the  bar  unsafe  at 
this  season,  and  the  Prince  may  content 
hirtiself  with  not  opposing  it. — But  if  the 
government  cannot  be  induced  to  consent 
to  let  the  troops  occupy  the  fort  of  St. 
Julian  by  the  arguments  drawn  from  the 
precedents  in  1797,  (which  however  in 
strictness  do  not  apply,  for  the  forts  were 
then  empty,  and  the  Portuguese  regiments 
upon  the  frontiers),  and  from  representing 
how  desirable  it  is  that  the  British  troops 
should  be  kept  as  mu2h  as  possible  out  of 
the  city  of  Lisboa;  it  will  be  a  very  strong 
stej)  to  require  that  the  Portuguese  troops 
should  be  removed,  and  that  the  absolute 
2n   2 
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command  of  the  port  and  city  udould  be 
given  up  to  us.  No  pretext  of  comqton 
danger  can  be  alleged,  and  no  apprehen- 
sion for  the  security-  of  any  separate  inte- 
rest of  the  British  can  be  pretended^ — If 
the  court  of  Lisbon  take  the  line  of  expres- 
sing its  gratitude  for  the  promptnesH  with 
which  the  succours  have  been  s^nt  upon 
the  supposition  of  danger^  and  of  entreating 
his  majesty  to  withdraw  his  forces,  when 
it  appears  that  such  danger  does  not  exist ; 
or  should  it  prepare  itself  for  war  as  ren- 
dered inevitable  by  this  expedition  ;  it  will 
be  equally  contrary,  to  the  professions 
which  we  have  been  instructed  to  make, 
and  appear  a  most  extraordinary  prelimi- 
nary to  the  defence  of  an  ally  to  proceed 
to  a  reduction  of  their  fortresses  by  force 
without  any  provocation  on  their  part,  or 
any  motive  of  self-defence  on  ours  real  or 
pretended. — Our  Instructions  proceed  upon 
a  supposition  that  the  French  were  in  force 
at  Bayonne,  and  the  immediate  invasion 
of  Portugal  indubitable  ;  and  those  mea- 
sures which  would  have  been  strictly  jus- 
tifiable in  case  this  eovernment  should 
have  abandoned  all  idea  of  resistance  or 
escape  from  the  danger,  would,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances I  have  stated,  assume  an  oppo- 
site character,  and  be  made  to  appear  to 
the  rest  of  Eui*ope  as  an  act  of  unjustifiable 
violence  an:l  aggression.  This  case  has 
not  been  foreseen,  and  could  not  have  been 
distinctly  provided  for.  But  the  Uth  and 
12th  paragra|jhs  of  the  first  instructions 
strongly  indicate  the  sentiments  of  his  ma*- 
jesty's  ministers  as  applicable  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  appear  to  me  to  preclude  all 
measures  of  force  which  are  not  prescribed 
hy  the  evident  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
justified  by  the  danger  of  the  ships  and 
military  resources  of  the  country  falling  an 
easy  and  certain  prey  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. — Governing  ourselves  by  the 
general  tenor  of  our  orders,  and  the  spirit 
of  moderation  and  conciliation  which  per- 
vades tlic  whole  of  them,  we  must  endea- 
vour to  make  the  test  ofthisdifficult  situa- 
tion;,  nor  ought  we  to  depart  in  any  degree 
trom  those  principles  while  this^court  ma- 
^lifests  a  most  friendly  disposition,  except 
upon  the  near  approach  of  an  enemy. 
Then  the  reason  suggested  for  seizing  tfie 
forts  and  ships  may  with  propriety  and 
truth  be  alleged,  and  those  rtieasures  so  ne- 
cessary for.  the  security  of  Great  Britain 
be  carried  into  execution. 
JNo.  VI.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Windham  to  the  earl 
of  Bo&sly n,  dated  Sept.  1 3,  1 806. 


Your  lor<khip's  dispatches  haVe  been 
daly  received.  A  very  careiiil  attention 
had  been  given  by  his  majesty's  ministers 
to  the  interesting  picture  which  your  Idp.. 
has  drawn  of  the  present  situation  of  Por- 
tugal, and  of  the  actual  disposition  of  the 
court  of  Lisbon.  To  these  two  points  yoiur 
Idp.  very  properly  directed  your  early  at* 
tention,  in  order  to  asc^ertain  to  what  ex^ 
tent  the  menaces  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, as  avowed  by  M.  Talleyrand,  were 
actually  ready  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
and*  how  far  the  pressure  of  that,  danger 
was  imminent  enough  to  call  forth  into 
action  the  utmost  exertions  which  Great 
Britain  could  suppi} ,  as  well  for  the  pro- 
tection of  her  antient  ally,  as  for  the  secu- 
rity of  her  own  maritime  power  and  inte- 
rests*  Upon  this  great  and  essential 
enquiry  did  necessarily  depend  the  prose- 
cution of  those  ulterior  operations  which 
his  majesty  had  entrusted  to  the  direction 
of  the  distinguished  officers  who  were  for. 
that  pui*pcse  joined  with  your  Idp.  in  com- 
mission to  the  court  of  Lisbon. — ^The  pe- 
culiar and  critical  circumstances  of  the 
position  of  Portugal,  and  information  re- 
ceived soon  after  the  time  of  your  Idp.'s 
sailing  fron\  England,  seemed  however  to 
be  such  as  to  admit  of  deferring  for  a  short 
time,  the  actual  appearance  of  the  British 
land  forces  at  Lisbon.  His  majesty  had 
therefore  already  been  advised  to  direct 
the  troops  to  remain  in  readiness  at  Ply- 
mouth till  your  Id p.'s  dispatches  from  Lis- 
bon should  furnish  the  means  of  deciding 
upon  the  propriety  cf  sending  them  to  Por- 
tugal, or  of  continuing  to  apply  them  to 
their  original  destination. — In  this  respect, 
therefore,  the  wish  which  has  been  so 
Strongly  expressed  to  you  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  and  by  Mens. 
d'Araujo,of  the  British  troops  not  entering 
the  Tagu?,  has  been  already  anticipated  ; 
and  your  Idp.  will  not  fail  .to  impress  his 
roystl  highness  the  Prince  Regent  with 
this  proof  of  the  delicacy  and  attention 
with  which  his  majesty  has  consulted  the 
wishes  and  apprehensions  of  the  court  of 
Portugal,  while  he  was  at  the  same  time 
generously  providing  for  the  substantial 
purposes  of  their. support  and  protection. 
—The  general  tenor  of  your  lordship's 
most  recent  informations,  concurring  with 
the,positive  assurances  of  M.  d*Araujo,  in 
establishing  the  belief  that  there  is  no  im- 
mediate menace  of  attack  from  Bayonne, 
and  the  fears  and  solicitations  of  the  court 
of  Lisbon  appearing  to  be  much  alive  to 
the  supposed  danger  to  Portugal  by  the 
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continuance  of  the  British  squadron  in  the 
Tagus,  your  lordship  is  instructed  fur- 
ther to  declare  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  tlegent,  that  his  majesty,  having 
performed  the  duty  of  a  faithful  and  gene- 
rous ally  by  the  proffer  of  his  powerful 
assistance,  is  satisfied  to  withdraw  for  the 
present,  that  assistance,  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  the  court  of  Lisbon,  and  therefore 
that  proper  orders  Will  be  accordingly 
forthwith  sent  out  to  the  earl  of  St.  Vin- 
cent to  that  effect 

Papebs  relating  to  Amejrica.]     Lord 
Uenty  Petty  moved  that  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  majesty,  "  That 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to,  give  di- 
rections that  tliere  be  laid  before    this 
house,  a  copy  of  such  communications  as 
have  passed  between  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment and  that  of  the   United  States    of 
America,  relating  to  a   ratification  of  a 
Treaty  with  the  United  States/'     In  con- 
sequence of  the  above  motion,  three  sets 
of  Papers  were,  on  the  1 8th  and  22d  in- 
stant, laid  before  both  houses  of  parliament, 
of  which  th^  following  are  copies,  viz. 
PAPERS 
relating  to  america. 
(First  set,  presented  feb.  18.) 
Ko.  L — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the 
hon.  David  M.  Erskine  to  lord  vise. 
Howick,  dated  Washington,  March 
2d,  1807. 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Pre- 
sident's Message  to  the  Congress,  which 
conveys   the  information  of  the   adjust- 
ment of  the  negociation  between  his  ma- 
jesty*s  cQmmissioners  and  the  American 
ministers.    Your  lordship  will  also  find  in 
it,  the  Correspondence  of  the  American 
Minister  at  Paris  with  the  French  minister 
of  tjie  Marine,  relative  to  the  eff*ect  that 
Buonaparte's  Decree  of  the  21st  of  Nov. 
declaring  England  to  be  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade, is  intended  to  have  on  American  Com- 
merce. 
(First  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  1.) — 
Extract  of  a  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  th^  U.  States.  Feb.  19, 1807. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States :  I  transmit  to 
congress,  a  liCtter  from  our  ministers  ple- 
nipotentiary at  London,  informing  us  that 
they  have  agreed  with  the  British  com- 
missioners to  conclude  a  Treaty  on  all  the 
points  which  had  formed   the  objecik  of 
their  negociation,  and  on  terms  Which  they 
trusted  we  would  approve.    Also,  a  Let- 
ter from  our  minuter  plenipotentiary  at 


Paris,  covering  one  to  him  from*  the 
ter  of  marine  of  that  government, 
ing  him  that  the  Imperial  Decree 
passed  was  not  to  ailect  our  comn 
which  would  still  be  governed  by  the 
of  the  Treaty  established  between  tli 
countries*       '  T.  Jeffe 

(Second  Inclosure  referred  to  in  N 
— To  James   Madison,   Secretai 
State,  Washington,    dated    Loi 
^  Dec.  27th,  J  806. 

Sir ;  We  have  the  pleasure  to  acq 
you  that  we  have  this  day  agreed 
the  British  commissioners,  to  cone! 
Treaty  on  all  the  points  which  have  fo 
the  object  of  our  negociation,  and  on  te 
which  we  trust  our  government  will 
prove.  It  will  require  only  a  few  day 
reduce  it  to  form,  When  that  is  d< 
we  shall  transmit  it  to  you  by  a  spe 
messenger.  We  hasten  to  communic 
to  you  this  interesting  intelligence,  for 
information  and  guidance  of  our  gove 
m^nt  in  such  measures  as  may  have  ret 
ence  to  the  subject.  We  have  the  horn 
&c.  James  Monroe.     Wm.  Pinckney. 

(Third  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No. 
—To  Mr.  Madison,  Washington,  d 
ed  Paris,  24.th  Dec.  1806. 

Sir  ;  I  have  thfe^onour  of  transmitti 
the  copy  inclosed  of  a  Letter  from  his  ir 
jesty's  minister  of  marine  and  colonies, 
Answer  to  mine  of  the  10th  inst.  on 
subject  of  the  Imperial  Arrete  of  the  2 
of  Nov.  1806,   An  additional  explanatid 
which  it  may  be  well  to  communicate,] 
that  neutral  vessels  coming  from  Englai 
or  her  colonies,  into  the  ports  of  Franc 
&c.  since  the  date  of  the  aforesaid  Arret 
will  not  be  received,  and  that  if  any  pe 
son  or  persons,  charged  with  the  ship  < 
other  vessel  and  cargo,  shall  be  detect! 
in  evading  this  regulation  by  means  < 
false   declarations,  they  shall   forfeit  tl 
said  ship  or  other  vessel  and  cargo.     I  an 
Sir,  &c.  John  Armstron' 

(Fourth  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  J 
— Imperial  Decree  of  the  2 1st  No 
1806. 

Art.  I. — ^The  British  Islands  are  decla 
ed  in  a  state  of  Blockade. — II.  All  con 
merce  and  correspondence  with  the  Br 
tish  islands  are  prohibited.  In  consequenc 
letters  or  packets  addressed  either  to  Eni 
land,  to  an  Englishman,  or  in  the  En^ 
lish  language,  shall  not  pass  through  tl 
Post  Office,  and  shall  be  seized. — IlLEver 
subject  of  England,  of  whatever  rank  ar 
condition  soever,  who  shall  be  found  j 
the  countries  occupied  by  our  troops,  < 
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by  those  of  our  allies,  shall  be  made  a  pri- 
soner of  war* — ^IV.  All  magasines,  mer- 
chandize, or  property  whatsoerer^  belong- 
ing 'to  a  subject  of  &igland,  shall  be  de- 
clared a  lawful  prize.-^V.  The  trade  in 
JEnglish  merchandize  is  forbidden.  All 
merchandize  belonging  to  England,'  or 
coming  from  its  manufactories  and  colonies, 
isdeclaied  lawful  prize. — ^VI.  One  half  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  confiscation  of  the 
merchandize  and  property,  declared  good ' 
prize  by  the  preceding  Articles,  shall  be 
applied  to  indemnify  the  merchatits  for 
the  losses  which  they  have  suffered  by  the 
capture  of  merchant  vessels  by  English 
cruizers. — ^VII.  No  vessel  coming  directly 
from  England  or  <rom  the  Engfish  colo- 
nies, or  having  been  there  since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  present  decree,  shall  be  re- 
ceived into  any  port. — ^VIII.  Every  vessel 
contravening  the  above  clause,  by  means 
of  a  false  declaration,  shall  be  seized,  and 
the  vessel  and  cargo  confiscated,  as  if  they 
were  English  property. — IX.  Our  Tri- 
bunal of  Prizes  at  Paris  is  charged  with 
the  definite  adjudication  of  all  the  contro- 
IKersies,  which  may  aris^  within  our  em- 
pire, or  in  the  countries  occupied  by  the 
French  army,  relative  to  the  execution  of 
the  present  decree.  Our  Tribunal  of 
Prizes  at  Milan,  shall  be  charged  with  the 
definite  adjudication  of  the  said  controver- 
sies which  may  arise  within  the  extent  of 
our  kingdom  of  Italy. — ^X.  The  present 
Decree  shall  be  communicated  by  our  mi- 
nister of  exterior  relations,  to  the  kings  of 
Spain,  of  Naples,  of  Holland,  anJ  of  Etni- 
ria,  and  to  our  Allies,  whose  subjects,  like 
ours,  are  the  victims  of  the  injustice  and  the 
barbarism  of  the  English  maritime  laws. 
Our  ministers  of  exteiior  relations,  of  war, 
of  marine,  of  finances,  of  police,  and  our 
post  masters  general,  are  charged,  each  in 
what  concerns  him,  with  the  execution  of 
the  present  Decree. 

(Fiflh  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  1.) — 
Geb-  Armstrong  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine 'and  Colonies,  dated  Parisj 
Dec.  10,  1806. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  U.  States  of  America,  has  the 
honour  of  demanding  from  his  exc.  the 
minister  of  marine  and  colonies,  the  offi- 
qial  Explanation  which  may  have  been 
given  to  the  Imperial  Decree  of  the  21st 
Nov.  1 806,  so  far  as  that  decree  involves 
the  rights  of  neutral  nations. — ^The  under- 
signed would  more  particularly  wish  to  be 
mformed  whether  by  *  British  Islands^ 
mentioned  in  Art.  I.  are  to  be  understood 


all  Islands  in  the  possession  of  his  Brit, 
majesty,  and  Islands  merely,  or  whether 
the  rule  will  be  so  construed,  as  to  extend 
the  Blockade  to  the  continental  posses* 
sions  also,  of  his  said  majesty  ?  Whether 
it  be  meant  Hiat  the  Arr^t^  shall  operate 
from  its  date,  and  that  seizures  made  under 
It  before  notice  shall  have  been  given, 
shall  be  considered  legal-  ?  Whether  Am^ 
rican  vessels,  navigating  the  high  or  narrow 
seas  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  on  evidence 
only,  that  they  are  going  to,  or  returning 
from,  a  port  or  ports  of  his  Brit,  msyesty  ? 
And  whether  Art.  II.  and  V.  shall  operate 
only  as  domestic  Regulations,  or  whether 
their  injunctions  shall  extend  to  citizens  of 
foreign  and  independent  nations?  His 
exc.  the  minister  of  marine  is  sufficiently 
aware  of  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
in  the  interpretation  which  shall  be  given 
to  these  Articles,  and  will  readily  and  just- 
ly appreciate  the  motives  of  the  undersign* 
ed,  in  requesting  that  his  excellencjr's  An- 
swer may  be  given  as  promptly  as  possi- 
ble. JonKARMstaoNG. 

(Sixth  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  1.)— 
Dated  Paris,  24th  Dec.  1 806. 

Mr.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  ;  I  hasten 
to  answer  the  Note  you  did  me  the  honour 
to  address  to  me  on  the  20th  of  this  month. 
I  consider  the  Imperial  Decree  of  the  2lst 
Nov.  last,  as,  thus  far,  conveying  no  mo- 
dification of  the  Regulations  al  present 
observed  in  France  with  regard  to  neutral 
navigators,  nor  consequently  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  30th  Sept.  1800,  with  the  . 
United  States  of  America.  But  although, 
by  this  Answer,  the  four  Questions  upon 
which  your  exc.  has  desired  to  know  my 
opinion,  have  been  implicitly  resolved,  I 
tliink  I  can  add,  1st,  That  the  Declaration 
expressed  by  the  1st  Art.  of  the  Decree  of 
the  21st.  Nov.  not  at  all  changing  the  pre- 
sent French  laws  concerning  maritime 
captures,  there  is  no  reason  for  enquiring 
what  interpretation  or  restriction  or  ex- 
tension may  be  given  to  this  Article,  2d, 
That  Seizures,  contrary  to" the  present  Re- 
gulations concerning  Cruizing,  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  the  capturer^  3d,  That  an 
American  vessel  cannot  be  taken  at  sea  for 
the  mere  reason  that  she  is  going  toa  port 
of  England,  or  is  returning  from  one,  be- 
cause, conformably  with  the  7th  Art.  of 
the  said  Decree,  we  are  limited  in  France 
not  to  admit  vessels  coming  fVom  TEng- 
land  or  the  English  Colonies.  4th,  That 
the  provisions  of  Articles  2d  and  5th  of 
the  said  Decree,  naturally  apply  to  fo- 
reign   citizens    domiciliated    in    France 
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or  in  the  countries  occupied  by  the 
troops  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  and 
king,  inasmuch  as  th'ey  have  the  character 
of  a  general  law ;  but  that  it  will  be  pro- 
per that  your  exc.  should  couunonicate 
with  the  minister  of  exterior  relations  as  to 
what  concern3  the  correspondence  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  with  England. 
I  pray,  &c.  (Signed)  Decres. — It  will 
not  escape  gen.  Armstrong  that  my  An- 
swers cannpt  have  the  developement  which 
they  would  receive  from  the  minister  of 
exterior  relations,  and  that  it  is  naturally 
to  him  that  he  ought  to  address  hiniself  tor 
these  explanations,  which  I  am  very  happy 
to  give  him,  because  he  wishes  them,  but 
upon  which  I  have  much  less  positive  in- 
formation than  the  Prince  of  Beneventum. 
(Signed)  Deckes. 

No.  U. — ^Message  from  the  President  to 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  thei  United  States.  Dec.  18, 
1807. 
.  TThe  communicationB  now  made,  shew- 
ing the  great  and  increiising  dangers 
with  which  our  vessels^  our  seamen,  and 
merchandize  are  threatened^  on  the  high 
seas  and  elsewhere,  from  the  belligerents 
of  Europe,  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  keep  in  safety  these  essential 
resources,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress ;  who  will  doubtless.perceive  all 
the  advantages  which'  ma^  be  expected 
from  an  inhibition  of  the  departure  of  our 
vessels  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 
Their  wisdom  will  also  see  the  necessity 
of  making  every  preparation  for  whatever 
events  may  grow  out  of  the  present  crisis. 
I  ask  a  return  of  the  letters  of  Messrs. 
Armstrong  and  Champagny,  which  it  would 
be  improper  to  make  public. 

Th.  Jcffersqn. 
No.  in. — ^Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Grand  Judge,  Minister  of  Justice  at 
Paris,  to  the.  Attorney  General  for  the 
Council  of  Prizes  there,  dated  Paris, 
Sept.  18th,  1807. 
I  have  submitted  to  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror and  king  the  doubts  raised  by  his 
exc.  the  minister  of  marine  and- colonies, 
on  the  extent  of  certain  dispositions  of  the 
imperial    decree  of  the  21st  Nov.  1806, 
which  has  declared  the  British  isles  in  a 
state  of  blockade.    The  following  are  his 
majest3F'8 intentions  onthe  points'm ques- 
tion :  May  vessels  of  wai'  by  virtue  of  the 
imperial  decree  of  2 1st  Nov.  last,  seize  on 
board  neutral  vessels,  either  English  pro- 
per^, or  even  all  mevcfaandize  proceeding 


from  the  English  manuiactories  or  terri- 
tory ? — ^Answer.  His  majesty  has  intimat- 
ed that,  as  he  did  not  think  proper  to  ex- 
'preiss  any  exception  in  this  Decree,  there 
is  no  ground  for  making  any  in  its  exectt«* 
tion  in  relation  to  any  whomsoever,  (4 
regard  de  qui  que  ce  pent  etre.)  His 
majesty  has  postponed  a  decision  on  the 
question,  whether  armed  French  vessels 
ought  to  capture  neutral  vessels  bound  to 
or  from  England,  eVen  when  they  have  no 
English  merchandize  on  board.,    (Signed) 

Kegnixr. 


(Second  set,  presented  Feb.  22.) 
No.  1. — ^Dispatch  from  lord  vise.  Ho- 
wick  to  the  hon.  David  Erskine,  dat- 
ed Downing  Street,  dth  Jan.  1807.' 
Sir ;  Your  dispatch  No.  I.  announcing 
your  arrival  at  Annapolis  on  board  th» 
Avon  sloop  of  war,  was  received  here  on  the^ 
6th  of  Dec.  and,  together  with  Mr.  Merry's 
dispatches,  which  were  received  at  the 
same  time,  has  been  laid  befpre  the  king. 
It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  inform  you 
that  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and 
Commerce,  between  this  country  and  the 
U.  Slates,  was  signed  on  31st  ult.  by  lords 
Holland  and  Auckland  on  the  part  of  his 
maj.  and  by  M.M.  Monroe  and  Pinkney* 
on  the  part  of  their  government.-r-Mr. 
Purviance,  secretary  to  the  American^ 
legation  here,  who  leaves  London  to-day, 
is  the  bearer  of  the  Treaty  for  ratification. 
I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  a^ 
copy  of  this  Treaty  for  your  information, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  Note,  delivered 
previous  to  the  signature  by  the  lord» 
Holland  and  Auckland,  relative  to  the. 
complaints  of  the  Canada  merchants,  on 
the  subject  of  the  estimation  of  the  du- 
ties on  the  inland  trade,  in  certain  parts 
of  the  U.  States.  These  complaints,  which, 
were  communicated  by  Mr.  Merry  in  the 
early  part  of  last  year,  but  from  variou9 
circumstances  postponed  for  consideration, 
certainly  must  not  be  lo^^t  sight  of  by  his 
majesty's  government,  and  every  means  wilt 
be  taken  to  obtain  redress  for  the  removal 
of  the  inconvenience  complained  of. — J 
transmit  to  you  also  the  copy  of  anothei' 
Note  presented  by  their  lordships  to  the* 
American  commissioners  previously  to  the- 
signature  of  the  Treaty,  on  the  subject  of^ 
the  extraordinary  DeelaratiQns  and  Orders; 
of  the  French  government  issued,  at  Bertinr 
on  the  16th  Nov,  last.  This  Note  I  must 
recommend  to  your  particular  attention  j 
you  Mtill  state  t^  the  American  govern- 
ment, that  -his  tiajesty  relies  with>con-^ 
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tidenoe  on  their  good  sense  and  firm- 
ness in  resist! ug  pretensions,  which,  if  suf- 
fered to  take  efiect,  must  prove  so  des- 
tructive to  the  commerce  of  all  neutral 
nations. — His  majesty  has  learnt,  that  the 
measures  announced  in  the  Decree  have 
already  in  some  instances  be^n  carried 
into  execntion  by  the  privateers  of  the 
«neray,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
his  maj.  wouM  have  an  indisputable  right 
to  exercise  a  just  retaliation.  '  Neutral 
nations  cannot  indeed  expect  that  the  king 
aboold  sofier  the  commerce  of  his  enemies 
to  be  carried  on  through  them,  whilst  they 
submit  to  the  prohibition  which  France 
has  decreed  against  tho  comracrc:e  of  his 
majesty's  subjects. — But  though  this  right 
of  retaliation  would  unquestionably  accrue 
to  his  maj.  yet  his  maj.  is  unwillmg,  ex- 
cept in  the  last  extremity,  to  have  re- 
course to' measures  which  must  prove  so 
distressing  to  all  nations  not  engaged  in  the 
war  against  France. — His  maj.  wieh  4hat 
fiirbearance  and  moderation  which  have  at 
all  times  distinguished  his  conduct,  has 
determined  for  the  present  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  him 
by  his  decided  naval  superiority,  in  such 
manner  only  as  is  authorized  by  the  ac- 
knowledged privileges  of'  the  law  of  na- 
tioas,  and  has  issued  an  order  for  prevent- 
ing all  commerce  fi'om  port  to  port  of  his 
enemies,  comprehending  in  this  order,  not 
only  the  ports  of  France,  but  those  of  such 
:iaations  as,  either  in  alliance  with  France 
gr  subject  tp  her  dominion,  have  by  mea- 
sures of  active  offence,  or  by  the  esclu- 
aioh  of  British  ships,  taken  a  part  in  the 
present  war. — His  maj.  feels  an  entire 
confidence,  that  the  moderation  and  justice 
of  this  conduct  will  be  duly  appreciated 
bv  the  United  States  ;  and  you  will  ex- 
press to  that  government,  in  the  sti-ongest 
terms,  the  regret  his  maj.  has  experienced 
in  being  thus  compelled  in  his  own  de- 
fence, to  act  in  a  manner  which  must  prove 
in  some  degi'ee  embarrassing  to  the  com- 
merce of  neutral  nations ;  and  his  majes- 
ty's sincere  desire  to^  avoid  any  stronger 
measures,  to  which,  however,  if  the  injus- 
tice and  aggression  of  his  enemies  should 
not  be  resisted  by  those  nations  whose 
rights  and  interests  are  invaded  by  so 
flagrant  a  violation  of  all  public  law,  it 
may  be  ultimately  necessary  for  the  king  to 
bave  recourse,    i  am,  &c.  Howick. 

JE^o.  II. — Note  from  Lords  Holland  and 
Aucfclsmd  to  Messieirs  Monroe  and 
Pinloiey.     Dated  London  Dec.  31, 


The  undersigned,  Henry  Rd.  Vassal 
lord  Holland,  ana  Wm.  lord  Auckland, 
plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britannic  maj.  hare 
the  honour  to  inform  J.  Monroe  and  Wm. 
Pinkney,  commissioners  extraordifiary  and 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  of  and 
America,  that  they  are  now  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  signature  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  on  the 
Articles  of  which  they  have  mutually 
agreed.  But  at  the  same  time  they  have 
it  in  command  from  his  maj.  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  commissioners  of  the  U. 
States  to  some  extraordinary  proceedings 
which  have  lately  taken  place  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  to  communicate  to 
them  officially  the  sentiments  of  his  raaj.'s 
government  thereupon. — ^The  proceedings 
alluded  to  are  certain  Declarations  and 
Orders  of  the  French  government,  issued 
at  Berlin  on  the  21st  of  Nov.  last.  In 
these  Orders  the  French  government  seeks 
to  justify  or  palliate  its  own  unjust  preten- 
sions, by  imputing  to  G.  Britain,  principles 
which  she  never  professed  and  practices 
which  never  existed. — His  majesty  is  ac- 
cused of  a  systematic  and  general  disre- . 
gard  of  the  law  of  nations,  recognized  by 
civilized  states,  and  more  particularly  of 
an  unwarrantable  extension  of  the  right  of 
blockade;  whereas  hi^  maj.  jnay  confi* 
dently  appeal  to  the  world  on  his  uniform 
respect  tor  neutral  rights,  and.  his  general 
and  scrupulous  adherence  to  the  law  of 
nations,  without  condescending  to  contrast 
his  conduct  in  these  particulars  with  that 
of  his  enemy  ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
only  specific  charge,  it  is  notorious  that  he 
has  never  declared  any  ports  to  be  in 
a  state  of  blockade  without  allotting  to 
that  object  a  force  sufficient  to  make  the 
entrance  into  them  manifestly  danger- 
ous.— ^fiy  such  allegations^  unfounded  as 
they  are,  the  enemy  attempts  to  justify 
his  pretensions  of  confiscating  as  lawful 
prize  all  produce  of  English  industry  or 
manufacture,  though  it  be  the  propei*ty  of 
neutrals ;  exchiding  from  his  harbours 
every  neutral  vessel  which  has  touched  at 
any  port  of  his  majesty's  dominions,  though 
employed  in  an  innocent  commerce ;  and 
of  declaring  G.  Britain  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade  though  his  own  ports  and  arsenals 
are -actually  bbckaded,  and  he  is  unable 
to  station  any  naval  force  whatever  before 
any  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom. — Such 
principles  are  in  themselves  extravagant 
and  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and 
the  pretension  foimded  on  them,  though 
professedly  directed  solely  against  G.  Bri- 
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taiD,  tend  to  alter  the  practice  of  war 
among  civilized  nations,  and  utterly  to 
subvert  the  right  and  independence  of 
neutral  powers. — ^The  undersigned  can- 
not, therefore,  believe,  that  the  enemy  will 
ever  seriously  attempt  to  enforce  such  a 
system.  If  he  should,  they  are  confident, 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  American  go- 
veri^ent  will  perceive  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  such  pretensions  to  neutral 
commerce,  and  that  its  spirit  and  regard  to 
national  honour  will  prevent  its  acqui- 
escence in  such  palpable  violations  of  its 
rights  and  injurious  encroachments  of  its 
interests. — li)  however,  the  enemy  should 
carry  these  threats  into  execution,  and  if 
neutral  nations  should,  contrary  to  all  ex- 
pectation,  acquiesce  in  such  usurpations, 
his  maj.  might  probably  be  compelled, 
however  reluctantly,  to  retaliate  in  his 
just  defence,  and  to  adopt  in  regard  to  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  i;(ith  his  ene- 
mies, the  same  measures  which  those  na- 
tions shall  have  permitted  to  be  enforced 
against  their  commerce  with  his  subjects. 
Tlie  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
will  therefore  feel,  that  at  a  moment  when 
his  maj.  and  all  neutral  nations  are  threat- 
ened with  such  an  extension  of  the  belli- 
gerent pretensions  of  his  enemies,  he  can-  ■ 
not  enter  into  the  stipulations  of  the 
present  Treaty  without  an  explanation 
from  the  United  States  of  their  intentions, 
or  a  reservation  on  the  part  of  his  maj.  in 
the  case  above-mentioned,  if  it  should 
ever  occur. — ^The  undersigned,  considering 
that  the  distaufice  of  the  American  govern- 
ment renders  any  immediate  explanation 
on  this  subject  impossible,  and  animated 
by  a  desire  of  forwarding  the  beneficial 
work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  are  au- 
thorized by  his  majesty  to  conclude  the 
Treaty  without  delay.  They  proceed  to 
the  signature  under  the  full  persuasion 
that,  before  the  Treaty  shall  be  returned' 
from  America,  with  the  ratification  of  the 
United  States,  the  enemy  will  either  have 
formally  abandoned  or  tacitly  relinquished 
his  unjust  pretensions,  or  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  its  conduct 
or  assurances,  will  have  given  security  to 
his  maj.  that  it  will  not  submit  to  such  in- 
novations in  the  established  systeni  'of  ma- 
ritime law:  and  the  undersigned  have 
presented  this  Note  from  an  anxious  wish 
that  it  should  be  clearly  understood  on 
both  sides,  that,  without  such  abandon- 
ment of  his  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  or  assurances  of  such  conduct  on 
tbe  part  of  the  United  States,  his  maj.  will 


not  consider  himself  bound  by  the  present 
signature  of  his  commissioners  to  ratify  the 
Tieafy,  or  precluded  from  adopting  such 
measures  as  may  seem  necessary  for  coun- 
teracting the  designs  of  the  enemy, — ^The 
undersigned  cannot  conclude,  without  ex- 
pressing their  satisfaction  at  the  prospect 
of  accomplishing  an  object  so  important 
to  the  interests  and  friendly  connection  of 
both  nations,  and  their  just  sense  of  the 
conciliatory  disposition  manifested  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  whole  coursis  of  the  negociation. 

Vassal  Holland.   Auckland. 

No.  III. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  firom 
the  hon.  David  Erskine  to  lord  vise. 
Howick,  dated  Washington,  March 
30th,  1807. 

In  compliance  with  your  lordship^s  In- 
structions,  I  communicated  to  this  govern- 
ment his  majesty's  views  relative  to  the 
French  Decree  of  the  2 1st  Nov.  1806,  as 
detailed  in  your  dispatch  to  me  of  the  8th 
January  last ;  and  received  the  Answer 
which  1  have  now  the  honour  to  inclose. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  III.)— To 
the  hon,  David  Ei*skine,  &c.  Dated 
Department  of  State,  20th  March 
1807. 

Sir ;  I  have  laid  before  the  president 
your  Letter  of  the  12th  inst.  communicat- 
ing the  views  of  his  Britannic  maj.  in  re- 
lation to  the  French  Decree  of  Nov.  21st, 
1806,  and  to  the  principle  of  retaliation, 
through  the  commerce  of  neutrals  who 
may  submit  to  the  operation  of  that  De- 
cree ;  as  also  the  measure  actually  taken, 
of  prohibiting  all  neutral  commerce  from 
port  to  port  of  his  enemies,  not  only  the 
ports  of  France,  but  those  of  such  oth^ 
nations,  as,  either  in  alliance  with  France, 
or* subject  to  her  dominion,  have  by  mea- 
sures of  active  offence,  or  by  the  exclu^on 
of  British  ships,  taken  a  part  in  the  pre- 
sent war — ^The  president  cannot  be  insen- 
sible, sir,  to  the  friendship  and  confidence 
towards  the  United  States  which  are  sig- 
nified by  his  Britannic  maj.  in  this  com- 
munication.— ^In  making  this  acknowledg- 
ment, however,  the  president  considers  it 
not  less  incumbent  on  him  to  resei-ve  for 
a  state  of  things  which  it  is  hoped  will 
never  occur,  the  right  of  discussing  the 
legality  of  any  particular  measures,  to 
which  resort  may  be  had,  on  a  ground  of 
retaliation ;  at  this  time,  it  would  suffice 
to  observe  that  it  remains  to  be  more  ftilly 
ascertained  in  what  sense  the  decree  in 
question  will  be  explained,  and  to  what 
extent  it  will  be  carried  into  execution, 
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and  consequently  whether  in  any  case  the 
United  States  can  be  inyolved  in  questions 
concerning  roeasure»  of  retaliation,  sup- 
posed to  accrue  to  one  belligerentOroni 
such  a  proceeding,  by  another. — ^But  it  is 
worthy  the  justice  and  liberty  of  the  Bri- 
tish' gavernment  to  recollect,  that,  within 
the  period  of  those  great  events  which 
continue  to  agitate  Europe,  insfances  have 
occurred,  in  which  the  commerce  of  neu- 
tral nations',  more  especially  of  the  United 
States,  has  experienced  the  severest  dis- 
tresses from  its  own  orders  and  measures, 
manifestly  unauthorized   by  the    law  of 
nations.     The  respect  which  the  United 
States  owe  to  tlteir  neutral  rights  and  the 
interests  they  have  in  maintaining  them,  will 
always  be  sufficient  pledges,  that  no  cjil- 
pable  acquiescence  on  their  part  will  ren- 
der them  accessary  to  the  proceedings  of 
one  belKger6nt  nation,  through  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  against  the  commerce  of  its 
adversary. — With  regard  to  the  particular 
order  issued  against  the  trade  of  neutrals 
from  one  port  to  another  of  the  enemies  of 
<5reat  Britain,  no  fair  objection   can  >  lie 
against  it,  provided  it  be  founded  on  and 
enforced  by  actual   blockades,  as  autho- 
"  rized  by  the  law  of  nations.     If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  order  has  reference  not  to 
«uch  a  blockade,  but  to  a  supposed  illega- 
lity of  the  neutral  trade  from  one  to  another 
of  the  described  ports,  the  remark  is  ob- 
vious, that,  on  that  supposition,  the  order 
is  superfluous,  the  trade  being  as  interdict- 
ed by  the  law  of  nations,  liable  at  all  times, 
without  any  such  order,  to  the  capture  of 
-British  cruizers  and  the  condemnation  of 
British  courts  ;  and, if  not  interdicted  as 
such  by  the  law   of  nations,    it   cannot 
otherwise  be  made  illegal,  than  by  a  legal 
blockade  of  the  ports  comprehended  in  the 
wder.     This  inference  is  applicable  even 
to  the  case  of  a  neutral,  trade  between  the 
ports  of  France   feeraelf,  since  it  is  not  a 
principle  of  the  acknowledged  law  of  na- 
tions, that  neutrals  may  not;  trade  from 
one  to  another  port  of  the  same  belligerent 
nation ;   and  it  would  be  an  innovation  on 
that  now  not  before  attempted,  to  extend 
the  principle  to  a  neutral  trade  between 
ports  i>f  different    countries,  confessedly 
open  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war. — 
If  the  British  order  refers  for  its  basis,  to 
the  principle    of  retaliation   against   the 
French  decree,  it  fells  under  the  observa- 
tions already  made  on  that  subject,   and 
wliich  need  not  be  repeated.     I  have,  &c. 
James  Madison. 
No.  IV. — ^Dispatch  from  the  iiop.  David 


Erskine  to  lord  vise.  Howick,  dated 
Washington,  3 1st  March,  1807. 
My  Lord  ;  After  1  had  closed  the  pre- 
ceding number  of  my  dispatches  which 
accompany  this,  I  received  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Madison,  in  answer  to  the  com- 
munications, which,  in  obedience  to  your 
lordship*s  orders,  I  made  to  this  govern- 
ment, of  his  majesty's  views  relative  to 
the  French  decree  of  bldckade  of  the  21st 
of  November  last,  and  his  majesty's  prohi- 
bitory orders   against  the   neutral  trade 
from  port  to  port  of  his  enemies.      As  I 
conceived   it  would  be  most  prudent  to 
wait  for  your  lordship's  instructions,  1  did 
not  send  any  reply  to  the  letter,  but  have 
now  the  honour  to  inclose  it  to  your  lord- 
ship. 1  have,  &c.  D.  M.  Erskine. 
(Inclosinre  referred  to  in  No.  IV.)— To 
'    the  hon.  David  Erskine,  dated  Depart- 
ment o/ State,  29th  March  1807. 
Sir ;  Further  reflection  on  the  tenor  and 
tendency  of  the  order  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  communicated  by  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  which  was  answered  by 
mine  of  the  20th,  induces  me  to  resume 
that  important  subject. — ^From  thte  diffi- 
culty of  supposing  that  the  order  can  have 
for  its  basis  either  a  legal  blockade,  im- 
possible to  be  extended  to  all  the  pwts 
described  in  the  order,  or  a  supposed  ille- 
gality of  the  trade  between  those  ports,  a» 
illegality  which  has  never  been  applied  by 
the  British  government  or  its  admiralty 
courts,  to  use  accustomed  trade  even  be- 
tween portrt  of  a  belligerent  nation,,  and  is 
utterly  at  variance  with  the  conduct  of 
both,  in  reference  to  a  trade  between  a 
belligerent  nation  and  its  allies;  a  neces- 
sity seems  to  result  of  ascribing  the  order 
to  the  policy  of  countervailing  through  the 
commerce  of  neutrals,  the  French  decree 
of  the  21st  of  Nov.  last.^ — ^In  this  view  of 
the  order,  it  demands,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,^ the  most  serious  attention 
both  to  its  principle  and  to  its  operation. — 
With  respect  to  its  principle,  it  will  not 
be  contested,  that  a  retaliation  by  one 
nation  on  its  enemy,  which  is.  to  operate 
through  the  interest  of  a  nation  not  its 
enemy,  essentially  requires,  not  only- that 
the  injury  inflicted  should  be  limited  by 
the  measure  of  injury  sustaiiwd,  but  that 
every  retaliating  step  in  such  a  case  should 
be  preceded  by  an  unreasonable  feilure  of 
the  neutral  party,  in  some  mode  or  other 
to  put  an  end  to  the  inequality  WTongftilly 
produced.      Were  it    certain,  therefore, 
that  the  French  decree  is  to  be  enforced 
in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  taken,  and  thau^ 
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in  violaiion  of  the  treaty  between  France 
tnd  the  United  States,  the  commerce  of 
the  latter  will  not  be  exempted ;  the 
British  order  being*  peremptory  in  its  im- 
port and  immediatiB  in  its  execution,  might 
justly  be  regarded  by  the  United  States  as 
a  proceeding  equally  premature  and  un- 
friendly.  But  in  the  uncertainty  a?;  to  the 
real  meaning  of  that  decree,  and  whilst  a 
presumption  oflered  itself,  that  the  decree, 
if  avowed  and  executed  in  an  unlawful 
extent,  might  not  embrace  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States;  they  are  bound  by 
justice  to  their  interests,  as  well  as  by  re- 
spect for  their  rights,  to  consider  the  Bri- 
tish order  as  a  ground  for  serious  complaint 
and  remonstrance.  Should  it  prove  that 
the  decree  had  not  the  meaning  ascribed 
to  it,  and  particularly,  should  the  respect 
of  France  for  her  treaties  with  the  United 
States,  except  their  trade  from  the  operar 
tion  of  the  decree,  the  order  of  the  British 
government  will  stand  exposed  to  still 
severer  comments.  It  will  take  the  cha- 
racter of  an  original  aggression,  will  fur- 
nish to  the  French  government  a  like 
ground  with  that  assumed  by  itself,  for  re- 
taliating measures,  and  will  derive  a  very 
unfevourable  feature  from  the  considera- 
tion that  it  was  a  palpable  infraction  of  a 
treaty  first  signed  on  the  part  of  the  British 
government,  and  expected,  at  the  date  of 
the  order,  to  be  speedily  ratified  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.— The  necessity 
of  presenting  the  subject  in  its  true  light, 
is  strengthened  by  the  operation  which 
the  British  order  will  have  on  a  vast  pro- 
portion of  the  entire  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  dwell  on  the  carrying 
branch  of  the  commerce  between  the 
ports  and  countries  of  Europe,  and  which 
the  immunity  given  by  our  flag,  in  conse- 
quence of  treaties  with  the  enemies  of 
G.  Britain,  to  British  property,  and  not 
enjoyed  by  the  property  of  her  enemies, 
has  hitherto  been  advantageous  to  G.  Bri- 
tain ;  and  without  inquiring  into  the  effect 
of  an  application  of  the  interdict  to  the 
other  quarters  of  the  globe,  all  of  which 
are  evidently  within  the  comprehensive 
terms  of  the  order,  it  cannot  be  overlooked, 
that  the  character  and  course  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  American  commerce  with 
the  ports  of  Europe,  other  than  of  Great 
Britain,  will  fiaJl  under  the  destructive 
operation  of  the  order  ;  it  is  well  kno^vn 
that  the  cargoes  exported  from  the  United 
States  frequently  require  that  they  may 
be  disposed  of  partly- at  one  market  and 
partly  at  another.     The  return  cargoes 


are  still  more  frequently  collected 
ferent  ports,  and  not  unfrequently  al 
diffeVent  from  those  receiving  the  oi 
cargoes. — In  this  circuitous  voy.jge, 
rally  consisting  of  several  links,  t 
terest  of  the   undertakers  material 
quires  also,  either  a  trade  or  a  frei 
between  the   ports  visited  in  the  c 
To  r>ei>train  the  ves-sels  of  the  United  .*: 
therefore,  from  this  legitimate  and 
tomary  mode  of  trading  with  the 
nent  of  Europe,  as  is  contemplated  bl 
order,  and  to  compel  them  on  cue  ha 
dispose  of  the  whole  of  their  cargpe: 
port  which  may  want  but  ^  part ;  a 
the  other  hand,  to  seek  the  whole  of 
returns  at  the  same  port,  which  ma}1 
nish  but  a  part,  or  perhaps  no  part  o 
articles  wanted,  would  be  a  proceed ii] 
ruinous  to  our  commerce  as  contra^ 
our  essential  rights.-:-These  observati 
which  are  made  in  conformity  with 
sentiments  of  the  president,  cannot 
sir,  to  have  all  the  weight  with  ar 
lightened    and    friendly  governmen 
which  they  are  entitled,  and  the  presl 
persuades  himself^  that  the  good  effe 
truths  which  they  disclose,  will  be 
in  such  measures  as  will  remove  all  gro 
for   dissatisfaction,    and    demonstrate 
that  side,  the  same  sincere  dispositioi 
cultivate  harmony  and   beneficial   in 
course,   as   is  felt  and    evinced   by 
United  States  and  their  government, 
have,  &c..  James  Madiijo 
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No.  I. — NoTjE  from  Messrs.  Moni 
and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Secretaiy  C; 
ning,  dated  London,.  24th  July  1 80 

Thfe  undersigned,  commissioners  exti 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  the 
States  of  America,  have  the  honour  to  i 
form  Mr.  Canning,  that  they  are  instruc 
ed  by  the  president  of  the  United  Stat 
to  propose  to  his  majesty's  government 
renewal  of  negotiation  relative  to  the  ol 
jects  of  the  mission  of  the  undersigne 
with  a  view  to  a'  more  satisfactory  resu 
than  is  found  in  the  Instrument  signed  c 
the  31st  of  Dec.  last,  by  bis  majesty 
plenipotentiaries,  and  those  of  the  Unite 
States. — ^The  undersigned  are  persuade 
that  his  majesty's  government  v^ill  see  i 
this  measure,  an  unquestionable  proof  < 
the  sincere  desire  of  the  president  to  plac 
the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  countri< 
beyond  the  reach  of  those  misunderstanc 
ings  which  either  the  absence  or  the  inadc 
quacy  of  precise  arrangements  en  subjec 
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of  the  greatest  delicacy  and  importance 
inieht  from  time  to  time  occasiou.-^It  is 
tinder  the  influence  of  this  solicitude^  that 
the  president  has  charged  the  undersigned 
to  express  to  his  majesty's  government, 
his  unfeigned  regret  that  the  Instrument 
above-mentioned  does  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  'Such  as  he  can  approve>  and  at  the 
same  time  to  declare  his  entire  confidence 
that  the  just  and  liberal  sentiments  which 
animate  his  nisyesty's  government,  corres- 
ponding with  those  which  belong  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  cannot 
ml  to  lead,  without  delay  or  difficulty,  to 
such  an  issue  of  the  negotiation  which  is 
now  proposed,  as  shall  be  suited  in  all 
respects,  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  both 
nations,  and  therefore  calculated  to  insure 
a  long  continuance  of  the  friendship  which 
so  happily  subsists  between  them. — ^The 
undersigned  have  already  had  the  honour 
to  present  to  Mr.  Canning  a  Paper,  which, 
taken  in  connection  with  a  Project  on  the 
subject  of  Impressment,  and  another  on 
the  subjeict  of  certain  Claims  to  Compen- 
sation by  American  citizens,  presented  by 
the  undersigned  at  the  same  time,  will  be 
found  to  exhibit  a  compleat  view  of  the 
Alterations  which  the  Instrument  above- 
mentioned  is  deejmed  by  the  president  to 
require.  They  forbear  to  trouble  Mr. 
Canning  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  de- 
tails which  these  Papers  contain ;  but 
there  are  some  Explanations  upon  the  to- 
pics of  Impressment  and  Compensation 
which  they  do  not  furnish,  and  which  it  is 
therefore  incumbent  upon  the  undersigned 
to  avail  themselves  of  this-occasion  to  give. 
^— It  was  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  the 
mission  of  the  undersigned  to  adjust  with 
his  majesty's  government  a  formal  and 
explicit  arrangement  relative  to  a  practice 
by  British  ship^  of  war,  which  has  excited 
in  a  very  great  degree  the  sensibility  of 
the  American  people,  and  claimed  the 
anxious  attention  of  their  government. 
The  practice  alluded  to,  is  that  of  visiting 
on  the  main  o«ean  the  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  navigable  under  the 
American  flag,  for  the  purpose  of  subject- 
ing their  crews  to  a  hasty  and  humiliating 
inquisition,  and  impressing  as  British  sea- 
men such  of  the  mariners,  as  upon  that  in- 
quisition the  visiting  officer  declares  to  be 
so.  The  effect  of  this  practice  is,  that  the 
flag  of  an  independant  power  is  dishonour- 
ed, and  one  of  the  most  essential  rights  of 
its  sovereignty  violated  ;  that  American 
citizens,  either  mistaken  for  British  sub  • 
jects>  or  assumed  io  be  such  without  in- 


quiry, are  forced  from  the  quiet  pursuits  of 
a  lawful  commerce  into  the  severe  and 
dangerous  service  of  a  foreign  military 
navy,  to  expose  their  lives  m  fighting 
against  those  with  whom  their  country  is 
at  peace ;  and  that  the  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States  are  frequently  thus  strips 
ped  of  so  large  a  portion  of  their  hands, 
before  their  voyages  have  been  perform- 
ed, as  to  bring  into  the  most  imminent 
peril,  and  sometimes  to  produce  the  ac- 
tual loss  of  the  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and 
their  remaining  crews.  It  cannot  be 
thought  surprising  that  a^  practice  like  this 
should  act  with  peculiar  force  upon  the 
feelings  of  those  whom  it  oppresses,  and 
that  the  sensation  should  extend  itself  to 
their  countrymen  and  their  government.--^ 
The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
accordingly  made  this  pretension  the  sub- 
ject of  frequent  discussion  with  G.  Britain^ 
and  when  an  extraordinary  mission  to  his 
majesty's  government  was  last  year  deter- 
mined on,  it  was  one  of  tiie  Instructiops  to 
the  undersigned,  to  whom  the  duties  of 
that  mission  were  confided,  to  make  no 
treaty  which'  should  not  provide  for  that 
object  In  the  first  stages  of  the  negotia- 
tion, which  followed  that  mis^on,  the  un^^ 
dersigned  were  led  to  indulge  a  confident 
expectation  that  such  a  provision  should 
be  obtained.  .  At  length  however  the  re- 
jection by  his  majesty's  government  of  a 
project  of  an  article  on  this  point,  which* 
without  touching  the  question  of  pght,- 
offered  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
an  effectual  equivalent  for  the  mere  for- 
bearance of  the  practice,  having  extin- 
guished all  hope  of  an  immediate  adjust- 
ment of  this  subject  by  treaty,  the  under- 
signed felt  that  they  were  called  upon- by 
candour  as  well  as  by  their  4nty  to  their 
government,  to  inform  the  British  com« 
missioners,  that  the  project  relative  to 
Impressment  having  failed,  they  had  no 
power  to  conclude  a  Treaty  upon  the 
other  points  which  had  been  discussed 
between  them,  so  as  to  bind  the  govem*- 
ment  of  the  United  States.  The  under- 
signed did  accordingly  give  th<»m  this  in- 
formation in  the  most  explicit  terms,  said 
the  negotiation  was^  in  consequence  for  a 
short  time  suspended.  It  was  soon  after- 
wards, however,  suggested  by  his  majesty's 
commissioners,  that,  if  this  topic  should 
be  expressly  reserved ,  for  future  «mven- 
tional  arrangements,  imd  a  pledge  given 
to  the  United  States  for  resuming  the  con- 
sideration of  it  at  a  conv/onient  ^ason  with 
that  Tiew,  and  ii,  in  the  mean  time,  sucb 
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an  infinrmal  understandtng  should  be  rab- 
sUtuted,  as  in  its  practical  eflSect  would  re- 
move the  vexation  complained  of,  it  might 
perhaps  be  yet  possible  to  conduct  the 
negotiation  to  a  result  which  would  not  be 
unacceptable  to  the  respective  govern-* 
ments ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  sugges- 
tion the  British  commissioners  presented 
to  the  undersigned  on  the  8th  of  Nov. 
last,  the  official'  Note,  of  which  a  copy  is 
herewith  enclosed.  The  undersigned  trans*- 
mitted  to  their  government,  for  its  consi- 
deration, a  copy  of  this  Note,  together 
with  a  statement  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it,  and,  without  giving  it 
their  sanction,  agreed  in  the  mean  time  to 
concur  with  the  British  commissioners,  as 
they  were  invited  to  do,  in  an  efiR>rt  to  ad- 
just the  stipulations  of  a  Treaty  upon  the 
remaining  objects  of  their  mission,  and  to 
leave  the  effect  of  what  should  be  adjusted 
to  their  government. — It  appears  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States  considers 
this  collateral  proceeding  upon  a  con- 
cern of  such  paramount  importance,  as 
unsuitable  to  the  nature  of  it,  as  well  in 
the  mode  as  in  its  terms.  In  this  opinion 
the  presid^it  does  but  continue  to  respect 
the  considerations  which,  heretofore  indu- 
ced him  to  believe  that  an  arrangement 
upon  this  point  ought  to  stipulate  with 
precision  against  th6  practice  in  question, 
and  that  the  manner  of  it  would  properly 
be  that  which  should  be  chosen  for  the 
arrangement  of  the  other  points  of  discus- 
sion ;  and  in  the  Instructions  which,  in 
conformity  with  that  opinion,  he  has  now 
given  to  die  undersigned,  he  does  but 
manifest  his  reliance  upon  the  spirit  of 
justice  and  amity,  which  he  is  assured  his 
majesty's  government  will  bring  to  the 
renewed  consideration  of  a  subject  so 
interesting  to  the  rights  and  feelings  of  a 
friendly  nation,  for  such  sou  adjustment  of 
this,  as  well  as  of  every  other  question  be- 
longing to  the  relations  of  the  two.  coun- 
tries, as  shali  confirm  their  dispositions  to 
mutual  kifAness,  and  promote  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  bfith. — ^The  subject 
of  Compensation  will  perhaps  be  suf- 
ficiently explained  by  the  inclosed  co- 
pies of  two  Notes  from  the  undersigned 
to  lord  Holland  and  lord  AucMand  and 
to  lord  Howick. — ^It  will  appear  from 
the  last  of  these  Notes,  that  this  sub- 
ject, for  which  the  projected  Treaty  did 
not  provide,  was  not  to  be  affected  by  it  y 
but  en  the  contrary,  t^at  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Claims  of  their  citi- 
zens were  understood  to  be  sesorved  to/r 


fiiture  adjustment,  as  compleatly  as  if  no- 
treaty  had  been'  made ;  and  it  will  occur 
to  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  project  of  an  Ar-* 
tide  on  this  point,  which  they  had  the  ho- 
nour to  leave  with  him  at  their  late  inter- 
view, is  in  the  spint  of  that  understand- 
ing, and  is  besides  so  entirely  free  from 
objection,  that  no  motive  is  likely  to  exist 
against  the  adoption  of  it.' — There  is  ano- 
ther subject,  to  which  the  undersigned 
have  the  orders  of  the  president  to  invite 
the  attention  of  his  majesty's  govemnient^ 
as  affecting  materially,  and  giving  a  new 
and  imexpected  character  to  the  proposed 
Treaty.  They  allude  to  the  written  De- 
claration relative  to  the  French  Decree  of 
the  21st  of  Nov.  last,  by  which  his  majes- 
ty's plenipotentiaries  accompanied  their 
signature  of  the  Treaty ;  a  Declaration, 
which,  in  its  actual  form,  creates  unneces- 
sary embarrassments  in  the  way  of  an 
acceptance  of  the  treaty  by  the  United 
States.-*~The  undersigned  persuade  them- 
selves, that  as  this  proceeding,  to  which 
no  sanction  was  given  on  their  part,  im- 
posed on  the  United  States  no  new  obli- 
gation, and  could  only  be  intended  to  der 
Clare  that,  in  signing  or  ratifying  the 
Treaty,  it  was  understood  by  G.  Britain 
that  nothing  contained  in  it  would  be  a 
bar  to  any  measure  which,  if  no  suck 
treaty  had  been  signed,  would  be  lawful  as 
a  measure  of  retaliation  against  her  ene- 
my, and  as  the  occasion  which  produced 
it  does  not  now  appear  to  exist  as  then 
supposed,  it  will  not  be  thought  that  any- 
thing is  sacrificed  by  withdrawing  it  as  un- 
necessary.— ^The  undersigned,  &c. 

James  Monroe,  M(iluam  Pinkney. 
(First  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No  1.) — 
Copy  of  the  Treaty  op  Amity,  Com-. 
MERGE,  AND  NAVIGATION,*  between  his 
majesty  and  the  United  States  of' 
America,  concluded  and  signed  on 
the  51st  Dec.  1806,  by  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Rd.  Vassal  lord  Holland,  one 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  and 
lord  keeper  of  his  majesty's  privy 
seal,  and  Wm.  lord  Auckland  one  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council;  ai(id  pre<*^ 
sident  of  the  committee  of  council 
for  all  matters  of  trade  and  £oi*eiga 
plantations,  plenipotentiaries  on  tno 
part  of -his  Britannick  majesty ;  and 
James  Monroe  and  Wm.  Pinkney> 
commissioners  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 
His  Britannic  majesty,  and  the  United 
States  of  A]iierica>  being  equally  desvrooi 
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to  promote  and  perpetuate  the  good  un*' 
deratanding  and  friendshi))  which  happily 
subsist  between  the  subjects  of  the  united 
kingdom  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  that  purpose  to  regulate  the 
commerce  and  navigation  between  their 
respective  countries,  territories,  and  peo- 
ple, on  the  basis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual 
convenience,  have  respectively  named 
their  plenipotentiaries/  and  have  given  to 
them  full  powers  to  make  and  conclude  a 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Com- 
merce ;  that  is  to  say,  his  Britahnick  ma- 
jesty has  named' for  his  plenipotentiaries 
Henry  Rd.  Vassal  lord  Holland,  one  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council  and  lord  keeper  of 
his  majesty's  privy  seal ;  and  Wm.  lord 
Auckland,  one  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun- 
cil, and  president  of  the  committee  of 
council  for  all  matters  of  trade  and  foreign 
plantations:  And  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  thereof,  hath  appointed  for  their 
plenipotentiaries  James  Monroe  and  Wm. 
Pinkney,  commissioners  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiaries;  who,  after  having  ex- 
changed their  respective  full  powers,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  Articles :  * 

.  Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable 
and  universal  peace,  and  a  true  and  sin- 
cere friendship  between  his  Britannick 
majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  between  their  respective  countries, 
territories,  cities,  towns,  and*  people,  of 
every  degree,  without  exception  of  persons 
or  places. 

Art.  2.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  several  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce, 
and  Navigation,  between  his  majesty  and 
the  United  States,  made  at  London  on  the 
19th  of  Nov.  1794,  which  have  not  expired, 
nor  as  yet  had  their  full  operation  and  ef- 
fect, shall  be  confirmed  in  their  best  form, 
and  in  their  full  tenour  ;  and  that  the  con- 
tracting parties  will  also  from  time  to  timie 
enter  into  friendly  explanations  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  Articles,  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  all  such  doubts  as  may  arise 
or  have  arisen  as  to  the  true  purport  of  the 
same,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  render- 
ing the  said  Articles  more  conformable 
to  their  mutual  wishes  and  convenience. 

Art  d.  His  maj.  agrees,  that  the  Vessels 
belonging  to  the  U.  States  of  America  [and 
sailing  direct  firom  the  said  States,(  1 )]  shall 

Akerations  prcposed  by  the  President  qfthe 
United  States. 
{I)  Omit  the  words  '  and  sailing  direct 
fimm  the  ports  of  the  said  States.' — 


be  admitted  and  hospitably  re<!eived  jn  alt 
the  sea  ports  and  harbours  of  the  British 
dominions  in  the  £ast  Lidies ;  and  that  the 
citi^sens  of  the  said  United-  States  may 
freely  carry  on  a  trade  [between  the  said 
territories  and  the  said  United  States,  (2)] 
in  all  articles  of  which  the  importation*or 
exportation  respectively  to  and  from  the 
said  territories  snail  not  be  entirely  prohi- 
bited :  Provided  only,  that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  them,  in  any  time  of  war  between 
the  British  government  and  any  power  or 
state  whatever,  to  export  from  the  said 
territories,  without  the  special  permission 
of  the  British  government  there,  any  mili- 
tary stores,  or  naval  stores,  or  rice.  The 
citizens  of  the  .United  States  shall  pay  fop. 
their  vessels,  when  admitted  into  the  said 
ports,  no  other  or  higher  tonnage  than 
shall  be  payable  on  British  yessek,  when 
admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States ;  and  they  shall  -pay  no  other  or 
higher  duties  or  charges,  on  the  importa- 
tion or  the  exportation  of  the  cargoes  of 
the  said  vessels,  than  shall  be  payable  on 
the  same  articles  when  imported  or  ex- 
ported in  British  vessels.  But  it  is  ex- 
pressly agreed,  that  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  not  carry  any  of  the  arti- 
cles exported  by  them  from  the  said  Bri- 
tish territories  to  any  port  or  place,  except 
to  some  port  or  place  in  America,  where 
the  same  shall  be  tinladen,  (3)  and  such 
Regulations  shall  be  adopted  by  both  par- 
ties as  shall  fi'om  time  to  time  be  found 
necessary  to  enforce  the  due  and  faithful 
observance  of  this  stipulation. — ^It  is  also 
understood,  that  the  permission  granted 
by  this  Article  is  not  to  extend  to  allow  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  carry  on 
any  part  of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  said 
British  territories,(4')  but  the  vessels  going 
out  with  their  *  original  cargoes  or  part 
thereof  from  one  port  of  discharge  to  ano- 
ther, are  not  to  be  considere'd  as  carrying  on. 
the  coasting  trade.     Neither  is  this  Arti- 


(2)  Omit  the  words  '  betwdin  the  said 
territories  and  the  said  United  States,'  and 
insert '  with  the  said  territories.' — (3)  After 
the  words  '  where  the  same  shall  be  un- 
laden,' insert  ^  or  to  some  port  or  place  or 
ports  or  places  in  China,  or  the  Indian  or 
other  seas,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
from  whence  the  said  vessels  shall  proceed 
as  aforesaid  to  some  port  or  place  in  Ame- 
rica, and  there  unlade  their  cargoes.' — 
(4)  After  the  words  'British  territories,' 
insert  '  without  the  special  permission  of 
the  British  government.'-— 
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cle  to  be  constnied  to  allow  the  citizens  of 
the  said  States  to  settle  or  reside  within  the 
said  territories^  or  to  go  into  the  interior 
parts  thereof,  without  the  permission  of 
the  British  government  established  there  ; 
and  if  any  transgressions  should  be  at- 
tempted against  the  Regulations  of  the 
British  government  in  this  respect,  the  ob- 
servance of  the  same  shall  and  may  be  en- 
forced against  the  citizens,  of  America  in 
the  same  manner  as  against  British  sub- 
jects or  others  transgressing  the  same  rule. 
And  the  citizens  of  the  United  Spates, 
whenever  they"  arrive  at  any  port  or  har- 
bour inthe  said  territories,  or  if  they  should 
be  permitted  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  go  to 
any  other  place  therein,  shall  always  be 
subject  to  the  laws,  government,  and  juris- 
diction, of  whatever  nature,  established  in 
luch  harbour,  port,  or  place,  according  as 
the  same  may  be.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  may  also  touch  for  refresh- 
ment at  the  Island  of  Saint  Helena,  (5) 
but  subject  in  all  respects  to  such  Regula- 
tions as  the  British  government  may  from 
time  to  time  establish  there. 

Art.  4.  There  shall  be  between  all  thie 
dominions  of  his  majesty  in  Europe  and 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  a  reci- 
procal and  perfect  liberty  of  comimerce 
and  navigation.  The  people  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  two  countries  respectively  shall 
have  liberty  freely  and  exclusively,  and 
without  hindrance  and  molestation,  to  come 
with  their  ships  and  cargoes  to  the  lands, 
countries,  cities,  ports,  places,  and  rivers 
within  the  dominions  and  territories  afore- 
said, to  enter  into  the  same,  to  resort  there, 
and  to  remain  and  reside  there  without 
any  limitation  of  time  ;  also  to  hire  and 
possess  houses  and  warehouses  for  the  pur- 
pose of  theii'  commerce  ;  and  generally, 
the  merchants  and  traders  on  each  side 
shall  enjoy  the. most  compleat  protection 
and  security  for  their  commerce,  but  sub- 
ject always  as  to  what  respects  this  Arti- 
cle, to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two 
countries  respectively.  (6). 

(5)  After  the  words  'St.  Helena,'  in- 
sert '  or  at  such  other  places  as  may  be 
in '  the  possession  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
African  or  Asiatic  seas.' — (6)  At  the  end 
of  the  Article  add  *  And  it  is  further 
agreed,  that  if  any  other  trade  in  and 
with  the  said  British  territories  in  the 
East  Indies  than  is  hereby  authorized, 
or  any  other  or  greater  rights'  or  advan- 
tages m  respect  thereof  shall  be  granted 
or  permitted  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 


Art.  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  no  other  or 
higher  Duties  shall  be  paid  by  the  ships  or 
merchandize  of  the  one  party  in  the  ports 
of  the  other,  than  such  as  are  paid  by  the 
like  vessels  or  merchandize  of  all  other 
nations.  Nor  shall  any  other  or  higher 
duty  be  impoi^d  in  one  country  on  the  im- 
portation of  any  articles,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  other,  than 
are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  importation 
of  the  like  articles,  being  of  the  ffrowth, 
prpduce,  or  manufacture  of  any  other  fo- 
reign country. (7) — Nor  shall  any  prohi- 
bition be  imposed  on  the  exportation  or 
iinportation  of  any  articles  to  or  from  the 
territories  of  the  two  parties  respectively, 
which  shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  other 
nations.  But  the  British  government  re-* 
serves  to  itself  the  right  of  imposing  on 
American  vessels  entering  into  British 
ports  in  Europe  a  tonnage  duty  equal  to 
thai  which  shall  at  any  time  be  payable 
by  British  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Ameri- 
ca; and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  reserves  to  itself  a  right  of  imposing 
on  British  vessels  entering  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  a  tonnage  duty  equal 
to  that  which  shall  at  any  time  be  payable 
by  American  vessels  in  the  British  ports 
in  Europe. — It  is  agreed,  that  in  the  trade 
of  the  two  countries  with  each  other,"  the 
same  duties  of  exportation  and  importa- 
tion on  all  goods  and  merchandize,  and  al- 
so the  same  drawbacks  and  bounties,  shall 
be  paid  and  allowed  in  either  country, 
whether  such  importation  or  exportation 
shall  be  made  in  British  or  American 
vessels. 

Art.  6.  The  high  contracting  parties 
not  having  been  able  to  arrange  at  pre- 
sent, by  treaty,  any  Commercial  Inter- 
course between  the  territories  >  of  the 
United  States  and  his  majesty's .  islands 
and  ports  in  the  West- Indies,  agree  thdt, 
until  that  subject  sliall  be  regulated  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  each  of  the  parties 
shall  remain  in  the  complete  possession 
of  its  rights,  in  respect  to  such  an  inter- 
course. 

Art.  7.  It  shall  be  free  for  the  high  con- 
any  European  nation,  the  same  shall  be 
common  to  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States.' — 
(7)  At  the  end  of  the  first  Paragraph  in- 
sert '  nor  shall  any  higher  duties  or  charges 
be  imposed  in  one  country,  on  the  export 
tation  of  any  articles  to  the  ports  of  the 
other,  than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  ex- 
portation of  the  like  articles  to  every  other 
foreign  country.'-^ 
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tractiiig  parties  respectively  to  appoint 
consuls  m  the  protection  of  Trade,  to  re- 
side, in  the  dominion  and  territories  afore- 
said; and  the  said  consuls  shall  enjoy 
tlioBe  liberties  and  rights  which  belong  to 
them  by  reason  of  their  function ;  l>ut 
before  any  consul  shall  ac^  as  such^j  he 
shall  be  in  the  usual  forms  approved  and 
admitted  by  the  party  to  whom  he  is  sent: 
And  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful 
^nd  proper,  that  m  case  of  illegal  or  im- 
proper conduct  towards  the  laws  or  go- 
vernment, a  consul  may  either  be  pu- 
nished according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will 
reach  the  case,  or  be  dismissed,  or  even 
aent  back,  the  offended  government  assign- 
ins  to  the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same. 
— Either  of  the  parties  may  except  from 
the  residence  of  consuls,  such  particular 
places  as  such  party  shall  judge  proper  to 
be  excepted  (8). 

Art.  S.  It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  cases 
-where  Vessels  shall  be  captured  or  detain- 
ed'[on  just  suspicion  of  having  on  board 
enemy's  property,  or  of  carrying  to  the 
enemy  any  of  the  articles  which  are  con- 
traband of  war  (9)]  or  for  [other  (10)] 
lawful  cause,  the  said  vessel  shall  be 
brought  to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient 
port ;  [and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy 
jBhould  be  found  onboard  such  vessel  (11)] 
that  part  only  which  [belongs  to  the  ene- 
my or  (12)]  is  [otherwise  (13)]  confiscable, 
flhall  be  made  prize,  and  the. vessel,  unless 
by  law  subject  to  condemnation,  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  remain- 
4er  of  the  cargo,  without  any  impediment. 
And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  proper  measures 
shall  be  tal^en  to  pretent  delay  in  decid- 
ing the  cases  of  ships  and  cargoes  so 
brought  in  for  adjudication,  and  in  the 
payment  or  recoveiy  of  any  indemnifica- 
tion, adjudged  or  agreed  to  be  paid  to  tbe 
masters  or  owners  of  such  ships. — It  is 
also  agreed,  tiiat  in  all  cases  of  unfound- 
ed detention,  or  other  contravention  of  the 
Regulations  stipulated  by  the  present  Trea- 
ty, the  owners  of  the  vessel  s^d  cargo  so 


.  {8)  Propose  to  strike  out  the  last  Para- 
graph.— (9)  Omit  the  words  '  on  just  sus- 
picion of  having  on  board  enemy's  pro- 
perty, or  of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any 
of  tne  articles  which  are  contraband  of 
war.'*— {10)  Omit  the  word  'other,'  aiid 
substitute  •  any.'-^(l  1)  Omit  the  words  '  if 
any  property  of  an  enemy  ^ould  be  found 
on  board  such  vessel.'-— (12)  Omit  the 
words  /  belongs  to  the  enemy,  or.'  ^^ 
(13)  Omit  the  word  'othenrae/-— 


detained  shall  be  allowed  damages  propor* 
tioned  to  the  loss  occasioned  thereby,  to* 
gather  with  the  costs  and  charges  of'  the 
trial. 

Art.  9.  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in 
future  to  be  esteemed  contraband  of  war, 
it  is  agreed  that  under  the  said  denomina* 
tion  shall  be  comprized  all  arms  and  im- 
plements serving  for  the  purposes  of 
war  by  land  or  by  sea,  such  as  cannon, 
musquets,  mortars,  petards,  bombs,  grena* 
does,  carcasses,  carriages  for  cannon,  mu8« 
quet  rests,  bandoliers,  gunpowder,  match, 
saltpetre,  ball,  pikes,  swords,  head  pieces, 
cuirasses,  halberts,  lances,  javelins,  horse- 
furniture,  holsters,  belts,  and  generally  all 
other  implements  of  war ;  as  also  timber 
for  ship  building,  copper  in  sheets,  sail 
cloth,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  m  general 
(with  the  exception  of  unwrought  iron  and 
fir  planks;  and  also  with  the  exception  of 
tar  and  pitch  (H),  when  not  gomg  to  a 
port  of  naval  equipment,  in  which  case 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  pre-emption) 
whatever  ^ay  serve  directly  to  the  equip- 
ment of  vessels ;  and  all  the  above  arti- 
cles are  hereby  declared  to  be  just  objects 
of  confiscation,  whenever  they  are  attempt- 
ed to  be  carried  to  an  enemy ;  but  no  ves- 
sel shall  be  detained  on  pretence  of  cartv- 
ing  contraband  of  war,  unless  some  of  the 
above-mentioned  articles  not  excepted, 
are  found  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  at 
the  time  it  is  searched. 

Art  10.  Whereas  in  consideration  of 
the  distance,  and  other  circumstances  inci- 
dent to  the  situation  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  it  may  frequently  happen  that  ves- 
sels may  sail  for  a  port  or  place  belonging 
to  an  enemy,  without  knowing  that  th^ 
same  is  either  besieged,  blockaded,  or  in- 
vested, it  is  agreed,  that  every  vessel  so 
circumstanced,  may  be  turned  away,  from 
such  port  or  place,  but  she  shall  not  be  de*- 
tained,  nor  her  cargo,  if  not  contraband,  be 
confiscated,  unless  afler  such  notice  she 
shall  again  attempt  to  enter  j  but  she  shall 
be  permitted  to  go  to  any  other  port  or 
place  she  may  think  proper  5  nor  shall  any 
vessel  or  goods  of  either  party,  that  may 
have  entered  into  such  port  or  place. be- 
fore the  same  was  besieged,  blockaded,  or 
invested  by  the  other,  and  be  found  there- 
in after  the  reduction  or  surrender  of  such 
place,  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall 
be  restored  to  the  owners  or  proprietors 


(14)  After  ihe  words  ftar  and  pitch*' 
add  '  turpentme  and  ro»n.'»- 
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thereof  (15). — ^Neither  of  the  parties  when 
at  war,  shall,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Treaty,  take  from' on  board  the  vessels 
of  the  other,  the  subjects  of  the  opposite 
belligerent,  unless  they  be  in  the  actual 
employment  of  such  belligerent. 

Art.  11.  Whereas  differences  have  aris- 
en concerning  the  trading  with  the  c6lo- 
nies  of  his  majesty'^  enemies,  and  the  in- 
structions givei9  by   his  majesty  to  his 
cruizers  in  teeard  thereto;  it  is  agreed, 
that,  [during  the  present  hostilities  (16),] 
all  articles  of  the,  growth,  produce,  and 
manufacture  of  Europe  (17),  not  being 
contraband  of  war,  may  be  freely  carried 
from  the  United  States  to  the  port  of  any 
colony  not  blockaded,  belonging  to  his 
majesty's  enemies. — Provided  such  goods 
shall  previously  have  been,  entered  and 
landed  in   the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  paid  the  ordinary  duties  on  such  arti- 
cles so  imported  for  home  consumption,  and 
on  re-exportation  shall  after  the  drawback 
remain  subject  to  a  duty  equivalent  to  hot 
less  than  one  per  cent,  ad  volorem,  and 
that  the  said  goods  and  the  vessel  convey- 
ing the  same,  shall  from  the  time  of  their 
clearance  from  the  American  port,  be  bond 
jide  the  property  of  citizens  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the    United  States :  And  in  like 
manner,  that  all  articles  not  being  contra- 
band of  war,  and  being  the  growth  and 
groduce  of  the  enemy^  colonies,  may  be 
rought  to  the  United  States,  and  after 
having  been  there  landed,  may  be  freely 
caried  from  thence  to  any  port  of  Europe 
(18)  not  blockaded,  provided'  such  eoods 
shall  previously  have  been  entered  and 
landed  in  the  said  United  States,  and  shall 
have  paid  (19)  the  ordinary  duties  on  co- 
lonial articles  so  imported  for  home  con- 
tomption,   and    on  re-exportation  shall, 
afrer  the  draw-back,  remain  subject  to  a 
duty  equivalent  to  not  less  than  2  per  cent, 
ad  valorem;  and  provided  that  the  said 
goods  and  the  vessel  conveying  the  same. 


(15)  At  the  end  of  the  first  Paragraph  in- 
troduce, a  definition  of  the  Blockade :  '  In 
order ,  to  determine  what  characterizes  a 
blockade,  that  denomination  is  only  given 
to  a  port  where  there  is,  by  the  disposition 
of  die  power  which  blockades  it  with  ships 
stationary,  or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident 
danger  in  entering.' — (16)  Omit  'durmg 
the  present  hostilities.' — (17)  After  the 
word  '  Europe,'  insert  '  or  elsewhere.' — 
(1 8)  After  the  word  '  Europe,'  insert  '  or 
elsewhere.* — (19)  Afier  the  word  *  paid,' 
insert  '  or  secured  to  be  paid/ — 

VOL.X. 


be  bond  fide  the  property  of  citize 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  ( 
Provided  always,  that  this  Article,  ( 
thing  therein  contained,  shall  not  o 
to  the  prejudice  of  any  right  belom 
either  party ;  but  that,  after  the  exp 
of  the  time  limited  for  the  Articl 
rights  on  both  sides  shall  revive  ano 
full  force. 

Art.  12.  And  whereas  it  is  expedi 
make    special  provisions  respectini 
Maritime  Jurisdiction  of  the  high 
tracting  parties  on  the  coasts  of  the 
spective  possessions  in  North  Ameri( 
account  of  peculiar  circumstances  be 
ing  to  tl|ose  coasts,  it  is  agreed  thiat 
cases  where  one  of  the  said  high  coni 
ing  parties  shall  be  engaged  in  wai 
the  other  shall  be  at  peace,  the  bellig 
power  shall  not  stop,  {except  for  the 
pose  hereafter  mentioned  (21),]  the  v< 
of  the  neutral  power,  or  the  unarmed  v< 
of  other  nations  within  5  miles  fron 
shore  belonging  to  the  said  neutral  p 
on  the    American  seas    (22). — Pro^ 
that  the  said  stipulation   shall   not 
effect  in  favour  of  the  ships  of  any  m 
or  nations  which  i^all  not  have  agree 
respect  the  limit  aforesaid  as  the  lin 
Martime  Jurisdiction  of  the  said  nei 
state:  And  it  is  further  stipulated, 
if  either  of  the  high  contracting  pa 
shall  be  at  war  with  any  nation  or  nal 
which  shall  have  agreed  to  respect 
said  special  limit  or  line  of  Maritime 
risdiction  herein  agreed  upon,  such 
tracting  party  shall  have  the  right  to 
or  search  any  vessel  beyond  the  limit 
cannon  shot  or  3  marine  miles  from 
said  coasts  of  the  neutral  power,  for 
purpose   of  ascertaining    the  nation 
which  sudi  vessel  shall  belong.     And  ^ 
respect  to  the  ships  and  property  of 
nation  or  nations  not  having  agreed  to 
spect  the  aforesaid  line  of  jurisdiction, 
belligerent  power  shall  exercise  the  s 
rights  as  if  this  Article  did  not  es 


(20)  At  the  end  of  the  Paragi 
introduce  the  following  '  It  is  un 
stood,  that  no  inference  is  to  be  dr 
from  this  Article  to  affect  any  quest 
now  or  hereafler  to  be  judicially  dep< 
ing,  touching  the  legality  or  illegs 
of  a  direct  trade  from  Europe,  or  c 
where,  by  citizens  of  the  United  St; 
with  enemies  colonies  beyond  the  Cap 
Good  Hope.' — (21)  Omit  the  words  ' 
cept  for  the  purpose  hereafter  mention 
— (22)  Omit  the  last  Paragraph 

2P 
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tnd  the  several  proyisioAs  stipulated  by 
this  Article  shall  have  full  force  and  effect 
•nly  daring  the  continuance  of  the  present 
Treaty. 

Art.  13.  With  respect  to  the  Searching 
4f  Merchant  Ships,  the  commanders  of 
ships  of  war  and  privateers  shall  conduct 
themselves  [as  favourably  as  the  course  of 
the  war  then  existing  may  possibly  permit 
towards  the  most  friendly  power  that  may 
lemain  neuter  (23,)]  observing  as  much  as 
possible  the  acknowledged  principles  and 
vales  of  the  law  of  nations.  And  for  the 
better  security  of  the  respective  subjects 
and  citizens  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
to  prevent  their  suffering  injuries  by  the 
men  o§  war  or  privateers  of  either  party, 
all  commanders  of  ships  of  waur  and  priva- 
teers, and  ail  others  the  said  subjects  and 
citizens,  shall  forbear  doing  any  damage 
to  those  of  the  other  party,  or  conunitting 
any  outrage  against  them ;  and  if  they  act 
to  the  contrary,  they  shall  be  punished,  and^ 
sitall  also  be  boui^  in  their  persons  and 
estates  to  make  satisfaction  and  reparation 
tor  all  damages,  and  the  interest  thereof, 
of  whatever  nature  the  said  damages  may 
be ^For  this  cause,  all  commanders  of 

(.23)  Propose  to  introduce,  as  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Article,  the  following, '  If 
the  ships  of  either  of  the  pailies  shall  be 
met  with,  sailing  either  along  the  coasts  or 
en  the  high  seas,  by  any  private  armed 
vessel  of  the  other  party,  such  armed  vessel 
shall,  for  avoiding  all  disorder  in  vjsiting 
and  examining  the  same,  remain  out  of  can- 
non shot,  unless  the  state  of  the  sea  or  place 
of  meeting  render  a  nearer  approach  ne-^ 
cessary ;  and  shall  in  no  case  compel  or 

•  require  such  vessel  to  send  her  boat  or  her 
papers  or  any  person  f]U)m  on  board  to  the 
belligerent  vessel,  but  the  belligerent  ves- 
sel may  send  hjer  own  boat  and  may  entec 
her  to  the  number  of  2  or  3  men  only, 
who  may,  in  an  orderly  manner,  make  the 
necessary  enquiries  concerning  the"  vessel 
and  her  cargo :  And  it  is  agreed,  that 
effectual  provision  shiaill  be  made  for  pu- 
nishing violations  of  any  part  of  this  stipu- 
tatton. — ^Omit  the  words  '  as  favourably 
as  the  course  of  the  war  then  existing  may 
possibly  permit  towards  the  most  friendly 
power  that  may  remain  netiter,^  and  insert 
*^ according  to  the  acknowledged  princi- 
ples and  rules  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
as  favourably,  moreover,  as  the  course  of 
the  war  then  existing  may  possibly  permit 

Howards  the  most  friendly  power  that  may 
remain  neuter.' — 


privateers,  before  they  receive  their  com« 
missions,  shall  hereafter  be  compelled  to 
give,  before  a  competent  judge,  sufficient 
security,  by  at  least  two  respectable  sure- 
ties, who  have  no  interest  in  the  said  pri- 
vateer, each  of  whom,  together  with  the 
said  commander,  shall  be  jointly  and 
severally  bound  in  the  sum  of  2000/.  ster- 
ling; or,  if  such  ship  be  provided  with 
above  1 30  seamen,  or  soUiers,  in  the  sum 
of  4000 ».  sterling,  to  satisfy  all  damages 
and  injuries,  which  the  said  privateers,  or 
officers,  or  men,  or  any  of  them,  may  do  or 
commit  during  their  cruize,  contrary  to  the 
tenour  of  this  Treaty,  or  to  the  Laws  and 
Instructions  for  regulating  their  conduct ; 
and  further,  that  in  all  cases  of  aggressions, 
the  said  commissions  shall  be  revoked  and 
annulled. — ^It  is  also  agreed,  that  whenever 
a  Judge  of  a  court  of  Admiralty  of  either 
6i  the  parties  shall  pronounce  sentence 
against  any  vessel  or  goods  or  property 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
other  party,  a  formal  and  duly  authenti- 
cated copy  of  all  the  proceedings  in  the 
cause,  and  of  the  said  sentence,  shall,  if 
required,  be  delivered  to  the  commander 
of  the  said  vessel,  without  the  smallest 
delay;  he  paying  all  legal  fees  and  de- 
mands for  the  same. 

Art.  14.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  both 
the  said  contracting  parties  shall  «ot  only 
refuse  to  receive  any  pirates  into  any  of 
their  ports,  havens,  or  towns,  or  permit 
any  oi  their  inhabitants  to  receive,  protect, 
harbour,  conceal  or  assist  them  in  any 
manner,  but  will  bring,  to  condign  punish- 
ment all  such  inhabitants  as  shall  be  guilty 
of  such  acts  or  ofiences* — ^And  all  their 
ships,  with  the  goods  or  merchandizes 
taken  by  them,  and  brought  into  the  ports 
of  either  of  the  said  parties,  shall  be  seized 
as  for  as  they  can  be  discovered,  and  shall 
be  restored  to  the  owners,  or  the  foctors 
or  a^nts  duly  deputed,  and  authorized  in 
writmg  by  them,  (proper  evidence  being 
shewn  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  prov- 
ing the  property)  even  in  case  such  effects 
should  have  passed  into  other  hands  by 
sale,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  buyers 
knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  or 
suspect  that  mey  had  been  piraticalljf 
taken. 

Art.  15.  It  is.  likewise  agreed,  that  the 
subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  nations, 
shall  not  do  atiy  acts  of  hostility  or  vio- 
lence against  each  other,  nor  accept  com- 
missions or  instructions  so  to  act  from  any 
foreign  )>rince  or  state,  enemies  to  the 
other  party,  nor  shall  the  enemies  of  one 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


581] 


PARL.  DEBATES^  Feb;  15*,  ISOS.—Ptfm  relating  to  America.  [Sa^ 


of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  invite  or 
endeavour  to  enlist  in  the  militarj^  service 
any  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other 
party  ;  and  the  laws  against  all  such  of- 
fences and  aggressions  shall  be  punctually 
executed :  and  if  any  subject  or  citizen  of 
the  said  parties  respectively  shall  accept 
any  foreign  commission,  or  letters  of 
^  marque,  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as 
a  privateer  against  the  other  party,  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  for  the  said 
party  to  treat  and  punish  the  said  subject 
or  citizen,  having  such  commission  or 
letter  of  marque,  as  a  pirate. 

Art.  1 6.  It  is  expressly  stipulated  that 
neither  of  the  said  contracting  parties  will 
order  or  authorize  any  acts  of  reprizai 
against  the  other  on  complaints  of  ir\jurie8 
and  damages,  until  the  said  party  shall 
first  have  presented  to  the  other  a  state- 
ment thereof,  verified  by  competent  proof 
and  evidence,  and  demanded  justice  and 
satisfaction,  and  the  same  shall  either  have 
been  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed. 

Art.  17.  [The  ships  of  war  of  each  of 
the  contracting  parties  shall  at  all  times  be 
hospitably  received  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  thetr  officers^  and  crews  paying  due 
respect  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the 
country  (24').]  The  officers  sh^ll  be  treat- 
ed with  that  respect  which  is  due  to  the 
commissions  which  they  bear ;  and  if  any 
insult  should  be  olfered  to  them  by  any  of 
the  inhabitants,  all  offenders  in  this  re- 
spect shall  be  punhhed  as  disturbers  of  the 
peace  and  amity  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. And  both  contracting  parties  agree, 
that  in  case  any  vessel  of  the  one  should, 
by  stress  of  weather,  dangei*  from  enemies, 
or  other  misfbrtunefS,  be  reduced  to  the 
Aeeessityof  seeking' shelter  in  afty  ^the 
port^  of  the  other,  into  which  such  vessel 
could  not  in  ordinaiy  cases  elaim  to  be 
admitted,  she  shall,  on  manifesting  that 
necessity  to  the  satisfection  of  the  gorern- 
mentof  the  place,  be  hospitably  reoferred, 
and  permitted  to  refit,  and  to  purchase  at 
the  market  price  sttch  necessaries  as  she 
may  stand  in  need  of,  conformably  to  such 
Orders  and  Regulations  as  the  government 
of  the  place,  having^respect  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case,  shall  prescribe. — 
She  shall  not  be  allowed  to  break  bulk  or 
unload  her  car^o,  unless  the  same  shall 

(24)  Substitute  the  following:  'The 
ships  of  war  and  priVatders  of  the  two  na- 
tions, as  well  as  their  prizes,  shall  be  treated 
in  their  respective  ports  a3  those  of  the 
nation  most  favoured.  —- 


be  bond  fide  necessary  to  her  being  refit- 
ted ;  nor  shall  she  be  obliged  to  pay  any 
duties  T^hatever,  except  on  such  articles 
as  she  may  be  permitted  to  sell  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

Art.  1 8.  It  shall  not  be  lawfol  for  any 
foreign  privateers  (not  being  subjects  oc 
citizens  of  either  of  the  said  parties)  who 
have  commissions  from  any  power  or 
state  in  enmity  with  either  nation,  to  arm 
their  ships  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the 
said  parties,  nor  to  sell  what  they  have 
taken,  nor  in  any  other  manner  to  ex- 
change fiie  same  ;  nor  shall  they  be  al- 
lowed to  purchase  more  provisions  thaa 
shall  be  necessary  for  their  going  to  the 
nearest  port  of  t&at  prince  or  .state  from 
whom  they  obtained  their  commissions. 

Art.  19.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships 
of  war  and  privateers,  belonging  to  the 
said  parties  respectively,  to  carry  whither* 
soever  they  please  the  ships  and  goods 
taken  from  their  enemies,  without  being 
obliged  to  pay  any  tees  to  the  officers  of 
the  admiralty,  or  to  any  judges  whatever  ; 
nor  shall  the  said  prizes,  when  they  ar- 
rive at  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  said  par« 
ties,  be  dertained  or  seized ;  nor  shall  the 
searchers,  or  other  officers  of  those  places 
vi«it  such  prizes  (except  for  the  purpose 
6f  preventing  the  carrying  of  any  part  of 
the  cargo  thereof  on  shore,  in  any  manner 
contrary  to  the  established  laws  of  reve- 
nue, navigation,  or  commerce) ;  nor  shali 
such  officers  take  cognizance  of  the  vali- 
dity of  such  prizes ;  but  they  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  hoist  sail,  and  depart  aa  speedily 
as  may  be,  and  carry  their  said  prizes  to 
the  place  mentioned  in  their  commissions  or 
patents,  which  the  commanders  of  the  said 
ships  of  war  or  privateers  shall  be  obliged 
to  shew. — No  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be 
given  in  their  ports  to  suqh  as  have  made 
a  prize  upon  the  subjects  or  citizens  of 
either  of-  the  said  parties,  but  if  forced  by 
stress  of  weather  or  the  dangers  of  the  sem 
to  enter  them,  particular  care  shall  be 
taken  to  hasten  their  departure,  and  to 
calise  them  to  retire  as  soon  as  possible. 
Nothing  in  this  Treaty  contained  shall 
however  be  construed  to  operate  contrary 
to  the  foiiner  and  existing  public  treaties 
with  other  sovereigns  or  states  :  but  the 
two  parties  agree,  that  while  they  coati* 
nue  m  amity,  neither  of  them  will  in  in* 
ture  make  any  treaty  that  shall  be  incoa* 
sistent  with  this  or  the  preceding  articled. 
—Neither  of  the  said  parties  shall  permit 
the  ships  or  goods  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  the  oUier  to  be  taken 
2P  2 
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within  cannon-shot  of  the  coast,  nor  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  described  in  Art.  12.  so 
long  as  the  provisions  in  the  said  Article 
shall  be  in  force,  by  ships  of  war  or  others 
having  commissions  from  any  prince, 
republic,  or  state  whatever.  But  in  case 
it  should  so  happen,  the  party  whose  ter- 
ritorial rights  shall  thus  have  been  violated 
shall  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain 
from  the  offending  party  'full  and  ample 
satisfaction  for  the  vessel  or  vessels  so 
taken,  whether  the  same  be  vessels  of  war 
or  merchant  vessels  (23). 

Art.  20.  If  at  any  time  a  rupture  should 
take  place  (which  God  forbid)  between 
his  majesty  and  the  United  States,  the 
merchants  and  others  of  each  of  the  two 
nations,  residing  in  the  dominions  of  the 
other,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  remain- 
ing and  continuing  their  trade,  so  long  as 
they  do  it  peaceably,  and  commit  no  of- 
fence against  the  laws ;  and  in  case  their 
conduct  should  render  them  suspected, 
and  the  respective  governments  should 
think  proper  to  order  them  to  remove,  the 
term  of  12  months  from  the  publication 
of  the  order  shall  be  allowed  them  for  the 
purpose  to  remove  them  with  their  fami- 
lies, efiects,  and  property  ;  but  this  favour 
shall  not  be  extended  to  those  who  shall 
act  contrary  to  the  established  laws:  and 
for  greater  certainty,  it  is  declared,  that 
such  rupture  shall  not  be  deemed  to  exist 
while  negotiations  for •accommodiatin^  dif- 
ferences shall  be  depending,  nor  until  the 
respective  ambassadors  or  ministers,  if 
such  there  shaQ  be,  shall  be  recalled  or 
sent  home  on  account  of  such  differences, 
and  not  on  account  of  personal  misconduct, 
according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
which  both  parties  retain  their  rights, 
either  to  request  the  recall  or  immediately 
to  send  home  lihe  ambassador  or  minister 
of  the  other,  and  that  without  prejudice  , 
to  their  mutual  friendship  and  good-under- 
standing. 

Art.  21.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  his 
majesty  and  the  United  States,  on  mutual 
Regulations  by  them  respectively,  or  by 
their  respective  ministers  or  officers  au- 
thorised to  make  the  same,  will  deliver 
up  to  justice  all  persotis  who,  being 
charged  with  murder  or  forgery,  commit- 
ted within  the  jurisdiction  of  either,  shall 
seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the  countries 
of  the  other  ;  provided  that  this  shall  only 
be  done  on  such  evidence  of  criminality. 


(25)    The  two  last  Paragraphs  to 
struck  out.—  f 


be 


as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place 
where  the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged 
shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  apprehen- 
sion and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  of- 
fence had  there  been  committed,  llie 
expence  of  such  apprehension  and  deli- 
very shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  those 
who  make  the  requisition,  and  receive  the 
fugitive. 

Art.  22.  In  the  event  of  a  shipwreck 
happening  in  a  place  belonging  to.  one  or 
other  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  not 
only  every  assistance  shall  be  given  to  the 
unmrtunate  persons,  and  no  violence  done 
to  them,  but  also  the  effects  which  they 
shall  have  throvi^  out  of  the  ship  into  the 
sea  shall  not  be  concealed  or  detained^  nor 
damaged  under  any  pretext  whatever ;  on 
the  contrary  the  above  mentioned  efiecta 
and  merchandize  shall  be  preserved  and 
restored  to  them,  upon  a  suitable  recom-. 
pence  being  given  to  those  who  shall  hav« 
assisted  in  saving  their  persons,  vessel^, 
and  effi^cts. 

Art.  23.  And  it  being  the  intention  of 
the  high  ccmtracting  parties  that  the  peo- 
ple of  their  respective  dominions  shall 
continue  to  be  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
favoured  nation,  it  is  agreed  that,  in  case 
either  party  shall  hereailber  grant  any  ad- 
ditional advantages,  in  navigation  or  trade, 
to  any  other  nation,  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  the  other  party  shall  fully  participate 
herein  (26). 

Art.  24.  The  high  contracting  parties 
engage  to  communicate  to  eacui  other, 
without  delay,  all  such  laws  as  have  been 
or  shall  be  hereafter  ^enacted  by  their  re- 
spective legislatures,  as  also  all  measures 
which  shall  have  been  taken  for  the  Abo* 
lition  or  Limitation  of  the  African  Slave 
Trade ;  and  they  forther  agree  to  use 
theiif  best  endeavours  to  procure  the.- co- 
operation of  other  powers  for  the  final  and 
complete  Abolition  of  a  Trade  so  repug- 
nant to  the  principles  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity. 

Art.  25.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that 
nothing  herein  contained,  shall  contravene 
or  afifect  the  due  execution  of  any  tneaty 


(26)  To  stand  thus :  '  It  is  agreed, 
that  in  case  either  party  shall  hereafter 
grant  any  additional  advantages  in  navi- 
gation or  trade  to  any  other  nation,  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party  shall 
fully  participate  therein  freely,  where  it 
is  freely  granted  to  such  other  nation,  or 
on  yielding  the  same  compensation  when 
the  grant  is  conditional.' — ' 
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or  treaties  how  actually  subsbting  between 
either  of  the  high  contracting  parties  and 
any  other  power  or  powers. 

Art.  26.  This'  Treaty,  when  the  same 
shall  have  been  ratified  by  his  majesty, 
and  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  advice  of  their  senate,  and  their 
respective  ratifications  mutually  exchang-' 
ed,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  on 
his  majesty  and  on  the  said  states  for  ten 
years  (27),  from  the  date  of  the  exchange 
of  the  said  ratification,  and  shall  be  'reci- 
procally executed  and  observed  with  pnnc* 
tuality,  and  the  most  sincere  regard  to 
good  faith. 


(27)  Period  to  be  five  years.—* 
Articles  proposed. — ^No  person  whatever 
shall,  upon  t^e  high  seas,  and  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  either  party,  be  demanded 
or  taken  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  belong- 
ing to  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the 
other  parties,  by  the  public  or  private 
armed  sliips  belonging  to  or  in  the  service 
of  the  other,  unless  such  person  be  at  the 
time  in  the  military  service  of  an  enemy 
of  such  other  party. — ^rt.  2.  Complaints 
having  been  made  by  divers  merchants 
and  other  citizens  of  th^,  Uoited  States,  that 
during  the  war  in  which  his  majesty  is  en- 
gaged, they  have  sustained  loss  and  damage 
by  reason  of  the  irregular  and  illegal  cap- 
tures and  condemnations  of  their  vessels 
and  other  property,  under  colour  or  au- 
thority of  commissions  from  his  majesty, 
contrary  to  the  tenour  of  a  communication 
from  lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King,  of 
the  11th  of  AprU  1801,  of  which  a  copy 
is  annexed  to  this  treaty,  or  contrary  to 
the  tenour  of  a  Letter  from. Mr.  Merry  to 
Mr.Maddison,  of  the  12th  of  April  1801, 
of  which  a  copy  is  also  hereto  annexed, 
or  oth^i^rwise  contrary  to  the  known  ,  and 
established  rules  of  the  law  of  nations ;  and 
the  said  merchants  and  others  having  far- 
ther complained,  that  full  and  complete 
redress  for  the  said  losses  and  damages  has 
not  bQem  and  cannot  be,  for  various  causes, 
had  and  .obtained  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings,  his  majesty  agrees 
that  l^e  will,  without  delay,  cause  the  most 
efifectual  measures  to  be  taken  in  concert 
with  the  United  States,  for  an  impartial 
examination  of  the  said  complaints,  and 
that  he  will  cause  iliU  and  complete  repa- 
ration to  be  made  thereupon  to  the  parties 
entifcledi^  as  justice  and  equity,  and  the 
nature  of  the  respective  cases,  shall  appear 
to  require. 


(Second  Inclosnre  referred  to  in  No.  1.) 
— ^To  the  right  hon.  lord  Holland  and 
lord  Auckland:  dated  London,  Aug. 
20th,  1806.  • 

The  undersigned,  commissioners  extra- 
ordinary and  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  think  it  necessary  to 
give  to  lords  Holland  and  Auckland,  the 
commissioners  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
•tentiary  of  his  majesty,  a  brief  explanation 
in  writing  of.  the  claims  which  they  have 
already  had  the  honour  to  meniion.  to  their 
lordships  in  a  recent  conference,  of  sundry 
American  citizens,  for  suitable  Compensa- 
tion for  loss  and  damages  sustaioed  in  the 
course  of  the  present  war,  by  reason  of 
irregular  or  illegal  captures  or  condemna- 
tions  of  their  vessels  and  other  property, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  lordships  to  the  situation  of 
certain  Prize  Causes  arising  out  of  some  of 
these  captures  now  depending  in  the  tri- 
bunals of  this  country. — ^The  undersigned 
are  happy  in  having  it  in  their  power  to 
state,  that,  according  to  the  information 
they  have  been  able  to  obtain,  suc^  of 
these  Claims  as  relate  to  captures,  which, 
from  causes  peculiar  to  themselves,  have 
excited  in  America  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  sensibility,  are  not  so  consider- 
able ui  number  as  at  first  was  supposed.-— 
The  complaints  of  this  description^  to  which 
the  undersigned  would  particularly  invite 
the  attention  of  their  lordships,  haye  been 
produced  by  seizures  as  prize,  made  in 
direct  violation -of  rules  of  maritime  prac- 
tice previously  declared  by  his  majesty's 
government  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  no  degree  revoked  or 
affected', by  any  arrangement  between 
them,  or  even  by  any  notification;  they 
were  about  to  be  abandoned. — Of  these 
seizures,  the  most  important,  and  in  every 
view  the  most  interesting,  were  made  in 
the  year  1 805,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1 806,  of  the  ships  and  merchandize  of 
American  citizens,  upon  the  pretension, 
that  the  voyages  on  which  they  were  en- 
gaged were  direct  or  continuous  between 
the  colonies  of  his  majesty's  enemies  and 
some  port  in  Europe. — ^Although  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  had  never  admitted  that  illegality 
can  be  imputed  to  such  a  trade,  even  when 
confessedly  continuous  or  direct,  and  had 
concluded  that  the  question  had  been 
otherwise  formally  settled  in  its  favour^ 
the  undersigned  believe  it  to  be  unne- 
cessary to  bring  that  point  into  view, 
with  any  reference  to  the  cases  now  un- 
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der  coBsideratioii.  It  is  sofficient  to  stsUe, 
tiiat  at  the  date  of  these  seUuves  the  mer  • 
chants  of  the  United  Stales  did  expli- 
citly understand,  and  justided  in  a  con- 
fident beKef,  founded  not  only  upon  ante- 
cedent practice,  but  upon  i  formal  com- 
munication, in  the  year  1807,  to  the  Aikie- 
rican  mini^r  in  London  from  his  ma- 
jesty's priacipal  secretary  of  state  for  the 
department  of  foreign  adnirs,  that  the  cir-  * 
.  cumstances  by  which  these*  yoyases  were 
accompanied,  had  been  and  were  mstinctly 
admitted  by  the  British  government  and  by 
British  courts  of  prize,  to  break  their  con- 
tinuity, and  render  them  unquestionably 
lawful. — ^Tlie  following  detail  will  shew 
more  precisely  the  nature  and  effect  of 
the  communication  to  which  the  under- 
signed allude.— The  public  and  private 
armed  ships  of*  this  country  having  seized 
American  vessels  Gound  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  on  the 
pretext  that  their  cargoes  consisted  of 
articles  of  the  growth  o(  Spain  when  at 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  vice  ad- 
miralty court  of  Nassau  haying  c<mdemned 
the  cargo  of  one  of  these  yessels  upon  that 
pretext,  Mr.  King  in  a  note  to  lord  Hawkes- 
bury  of  the  13Ui  Mafch  1801,  ,  remon- 
strated against  these  acts  as  palpable 
abuses.— The  subject  of  this  remonstrance 
was  immediately  referred  tcf  the  king's  ad- 
vocate, whose  report  of  the  16th  March 
1801,  after  declaring  that  tfie  sentence  of 
the  vice  admiralty  court  was  erroneOus,con- 
cludes  with  the  following  e!t]position  of  the 
law  as  understdod  in  G.  Britsuii,  relative  to 
the  commerce  of  neutrals  with  belligerents 
and  their  colonies;  "  It  is  now  distinctly  un- 
derstood,and  has  been  repeatedly  so  decided 
by  the  high  court  of  appeal,  that  the  produce 
of  the  colonies  of  the  enemy  may  be  im- 
ported by  a  neutral  into  his  own  country, 
and  may  be  re-exported  from  thence  even 
to  the  mother  country  of  such  colony ;  and 
in  like  manner  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  Uie  mother  country  may  in  this  cir- 
cuitous mode  legally  find  their  way  to  the 
colonies.  The  direct  trade,  however,  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  its  colonies 
have  not,  I  apprehend^  been  recognized  as 
legal,  either  by  his  majesty's  government  or 
by  his  tribunals— What  is  a  direct  trade 
or  what  amounts  to  an  intermediate  im- 
portation into  the  neutral  cou^try  may 
sometimes  be  a  question  of  some  difficulty. 
A  general  definition  of  <5ither,  applicable] 
to  all  cases,  cannot  well  be  lam  down. 
The  question  must  depend  npon  the  parti- 
culdr  circumstances  of  each  case*  mhaps 


the  mere  touching  in  the  neutral  country 
to  take  fresh  clearances  may  properly  be 
considered  as  a  fraudulent. evasion,  and  is 
in  e&ct  the  direct  trade ;  but  the  high 
court  of  admiralty  has  expressly  decided, 
(and  I  see  na  reason  to  expect  that  the 
court  of  appeal  will  vary  the  rule),  that 
landing  the  goods  and  paying  the  duties 
in  the  neutral  country  breaks  the  conti- 
nuity of  the  voyage,  and  is  such  an  impor- 
tation as  legahses  the  trade,  although  the 
goods  be-reshipped  in  the  same  vessel,  and 
on  account  of  the  same  neutral  proprietors, 
and  to  be  forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mo- 
ther country  or  the  colony."     An  £xtract 
from  this  Report,  containing  the  foregoing 
passage,  was  transmitted  by  the  duke  of 
Portland;  in  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  March 
1801,  to  the  lords  commissioneraof  the  ad- 
miralty.      His  mce's  letter  concludes 
thus  :<*  In  ord^r,  tnerefore,  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  inconveniencies  arising  from  these  er- 
roneous sentences  of  the  vice  admiralty 
courts,  I  have  the  honour  to  signify  to 
your  lordships  the  king's  pleasure,  that  a 
communication  of  the  doctrine  laid  down  in 
the  said  report  shall  be  immediately  made 
by  your  lordships*  te  the  several  judges  pre- 
siding in  them,  setting  forth  what  is  held  tb 
be  the  law  upon*  (he  subject  by  the  supe- 
rior tribunals,  for  their  guidance  and  direc- 
tion."—On  the  nth  of  April  1801,  lord 
Hawkesbury  communicated,  to  Mr.  King^ 
for  the  information'  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  above  let- 
ter of  the  duke  of  Portland,  which  is  stated 
by  his  lordship  to  have  been  written  by  his 
majesty's  commarid,  in  consequence   of 
Mr.  King's  representation  of  the  preceding 
month,  together  with  a  copjr  of  the  extract 
fi-om  the  report  of  the  fang's  advocate^ 
referred  to  in  his  grace's  letter^  and  al- 
ready above  quoted.     Upoh  the  receipt  of 
thii^communicatit^Mr.  King  transmitted 
it  to  his  govenmi^ilt  in  a  letter  (of  which 
a  cdpy  is  annexied)  containing  the  follow- 
ing observations  t  • "  I  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  publishing 
these  copies  in  our  newspapersias  the  most 
expeditious  means  of  communicating  the 
same  to  the  cruizihg  fdiips  and  prilvateers 
in  the  American  seas.    Having  intonated 
this  suggestion  to  lord  Hawkesbury  before 
he  prepared  and  sent  me  his  answer^  them 
ean  be  no  exceptions  here  against  such  % 
publication.*'  The  publication  "was  direct- 
ed apd  took  place  accordingly. — ^Ttie  un- 
dersigned are  persuaded  that  lord  Holland 
and  lord  Ancldtthd  will  at  once  perceive 
that  the  Report  of  the.  king's  adrocate. 
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thus  unequiTocally  adopted  by  his  msyefi* 
ty's  goveirnment,  and  communicated  as  an 
act  to  be  respected  and  confided  in,  through 
the  American  minister,  to  tjie  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  finally  to  their 
citizens^  and  to  Europe  thi-ough  the  me- 
dium of  a  publication  expected  and  au- 
thorized, cannot  in  any  fair  construction, 
be  viewed  as  any  thing  short  of  a  formal 
declaration  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  j. 
that  the  landing  of  the  cargo  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  in  the  neutral  country 
would  be  considered  as  legalizing  the  cir- 
cuitous trade,  even  between  a  belligerent 
find  its  own  colonies. — ^The  practice  during 
the  late  and  the  two  fii^t  years  of  the  pre- 
sent war  was  in  perfect  conformity  with 
this  document,  and  by  that  conformity  en^- 
creased  its  authority,  and  furnished  an  ad- 
ditional justification,  if  any  had  been  re^ 
quired,for  a  dependance  upon  the  doctrine 
which  it  announced. — ^In  the  summer  of 
1805,  however,  when  a  large  ambpnt  of 
American  property  was  afloat,  undeniably 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  above 
rule,  and  coinmiUed  to  th^  high  seas,  un-r 
der  an  implicit  reliance  upon  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  it;    the  rule  was  suddenly 
abandoned,  and  British  cruizers  fell  upon 
this  trade,  thus  sanctioned  by  the  express 
admission,  as  well  ^  .by  the  acquiescence 
of  their  government ;  and  these  captures 
are  understood  to  have  reqeiv^d  the  highest 

judicia^l  sanction ^The  undersigned  nave 

no  desire  to  dwell  upon  this  subject.  They 
are  convinced  that  the  lib^iral  and  equi- 
table sentinients  which  distinguish  his  ma- 
jesty's government  render  unnecessary 
the  farther  explanation  of  IvJiich  it  is  sus- 
ceptible. Referring  to  two  notes  firom  the 
underpinned,  JVlr.- Monroe  to  lord  Mul- 
grave,  of  the  23d  of  Sept,.  1,60-^5,  and  to  Mr. 
Fox,  of  the  25th  of  Febi  I806,theamder^ 
signed  have  only  to  declare  their  sincere 
conyiction  that  his  majesty's  goven^ment 
will  not  fail  to  see  in  the  facts  which  they 
have  had  the  honour  io  state,  ^n  irresistible 
call  upon  it  to  repair  the  iaijurious  effects 
of  these  seizures.  As  to  the  few.  cases  of 
this  class  now  def  en<&ig  before  the  lords 
commi8sionersof^i(«pecd»^  in  other  prize 
courts  of  his{  ^  majesty,  the  undersized 
feel  assured:  tfeatMtiea^res'wiir^be  taJken 
to  cause  theti^'  ;t«  be  favourably  disposed 
of,  and  that-suitable  reparation  wilj  more- 
over be  secuced  tbithe  parties  ii\J¥rfed,  for 
the  loss  and ^ai»»g<i  they  hate  sustained. 
The  undersigoedittvethef  honour  to  trans- 
mit herewith  l-Jis^.qf  aU  the^cagfes  of  this 
cbas,  in  Ii4\^ati^*difitix)igui($hedwiwcb  as 


are  still  judicially  d^ending. — The  nelct 
class  of  these  cases  (of  which  lists  and  es-- 
timates  will  hereafter  be  furnished)  com** 
prebends  captures  during  the  existing  wai;^ 
contrary  to  the  tenorjof  a  letter  of  the  5  th  of 
Jan.  1804,  from  sir  Evan  Nepean  to  Mr. 
Hammond,  on  the  subject  of  the  Blockade ' 
of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  of  which 
a  copy  was  enclosed  in  a  letter  of  the  12th 
of  April  1804,  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Mr. 
Maddison,  of  both  of  which  letters  copies 
are  herewith  transmitted. — ^The  citizens  of 
the  United  States  complain  that  they  have 
suffered  severely  by  captures,  in  violation 
of  the  rules  laid,  down  with  so  much  fai]^«- 
ness  and  precision  in  this  oommunication« 
and  that,  where  condemnations  have  not 
followed,  compensation  equivalent  to  the 
actual  loss  have  not  been  and  cannot  be 
procured  in  the  ordinary  course  by  any 
exertions  on  their  part.     The  pretext  for 
some  of  these  captures  has  been  the  breach 
of  an  alleged  blockade  of  Martinique  or 
Guadaloupe  ;  for  others,  the  breach  of  an 
imaginary  blockade  of  Curra^oa ;  and  for 
others,  the  breach  of  an  equally  imaginary 
blockade  of  other  ports  and  places,     m 
all  of  these  cases  either  the  actual  invest- 
ment of  the  particular  port  was  wanting, 
or  the  vessel  seized  for  an  imputed  crimi- 
nal destination  to  it,  had  not  been  warned 
as  required.      The  just  extent  of  these 
claims  the  undersigned  are  not  able  to 
state,  but  they  presume  it  cannot  be  con- 
siderable.—^The  only  remaining    claims 
which  are  reducible  to  any  precise  class, 
are  those  which  relate  to  captures  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.      Of  these,  as  well  as  of  some 
others  of  a  miscellaneous  nature,  which' 
the  undersigned  have  not  at  present  the 
means  of  prescribing  distinctly  to  lord 
Holland  and  lord  Auckland,  lists  shall 
hereafter  be  prepared  and  laid  before  their 
lordships  accompanied  by  suitable  expla- 
nations.     The  undersigned,   &c.  James 
Monroe,  William  Pinckney. 

(Letter  referred  to  in  second  Inclosure 
of  No.  1.)— To  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States.  Dated  Washing- 
tori,  April  J  2th,  1804. 
Sir ;  Mr.  Thornton  not  having  failed  to 
transmit  to  his  majesty's  government  an 
account  of  the  Representation  which  you 
were  pleased  to  address  to  him  under  oate 
of  27  Oct.  last  year,  respecting  the  block- 
ade of  the  islands  of  Martinique  and  Gua- 
daloupe, it  is  with  great  satisfaction,   sir, 
that  I  have  just  received  his  majesty's 
commands  signified  to  me  by  his  principal 
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secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affidra,  under 
date  of  the  6th  Jan.  last,  to  communicate 
to  you  the  instructions  which  have  in 
consequence  of  your  representation  been 
sent  to  commodore  Hood  and  to  the  judges 
of  the  vice  admiralty  courts  in  the  West 
Indies.— I  have  accordingly  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  you,  sir,  the  mclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  from  sir  Evan  Nepean,  secretary 
to  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, his  majesty's  under  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  attairs,  specifying  the  na- 
ture of  the  instructions  which  have  been 
given.— His  majesty's  eovemment  doubt 
not  that  the  promptitude  which  has  been 
manifested  in  redressing   the   grievance 
complained  of  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  co^idered  by  the 
latter  as  an  additional  evidence  oif  his  ma- 
jesty's constant  and  sincere  desire  to  re* 
move  any  ground   of  misunderstanding 
that  could  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt 
the  harmony  which  so  happily  subsists  be- 
tween his  govepunent  and  that  of  the 
United  States.     I  have  &c.    Ant.  Merry. 
(Letter  referred  to  in  second  Inclosure 
of  No.  1 .  and  in  the  preceding  Letter.) 
To  George   Hammond  esq.     Dated 
'     Admiralty  Office,  5th  Jan.  1 804. 
Sir ;  Having  communicated  to  the  lords 
of  the  admiruity  lord  Hawkesbury's  let- 
ter of  the  23d  ultimo,  inclosing  the  copy 
of  a  dispatch  which  his  lordship  had  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Thornton  his  majesty's 
charge  d'affaires  in  America,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  blockade  of  the  islands  of  Mar- 
tinique and  Guadaloupe,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  advocate  general  thereupon; 
I  have  their  lordships  commands  to  ac- 
quaint you,  for  his  lordship's  information, 
that  they  have  sent  orders  to  commodore 
Hood  not  to  consider  any  blockade  of 
those  islands  as  existing,  unless  in  respect 
of  particular  ports  which  may  be  actually 
invested,  and  then  not  to  capture  vessels 
boimd  to  such  ports  unless  they  shall  pre- 
viously have  been  warned  not  to  enter 
them,  and  that  they  have  also  sent  the 
necessary  directions  on  the  subject  to  the 
judges  of  the  vice  admiralty  courts  in  the 
West  Indies  and  America.     I  am  &c. 

Evan  Nkpean. 
(Third  Inclosurse  referred  to  in  No.  1.) 
To  James   Monroe    esq.   and  Wm. 
Pinckney  esq.   Dated  Holland  House, 
Nov.  8th,  1806. 
His  majesty's  commissioners  and  pleni- 
potentiaries have  the  honour  to  represent 
to  the  commissioners  and  plenipot^jsntiaries 
t^f  the  United  Sutes.— That  the  project  of 


an  article  on  the  subjeet  of  impressing  sea- 
men,   together  with  the  reasonings    by 
which  the  commissioners  of  the   United 
States  have  urged  the  expediency  of  an, 
engagement  on  that  subject,  has  been  con* 
sidered  with  the  same  friendly  and  conci- 
liatory disposition,    which    has    marked 
every  step  of  the  negotiation : — ^That  his 
majesty's  government  has  not  felt  itself 
prepared  to  disclaim  or  derogate  firom  a 
right  which  has  been  uniformly  and  gene- 
rally maintained,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
which  the  security  of  the  British  navy  may 
be  essentially  involved;  more  especially 
in  a  conjuncture  when  his  majesty  is  en-  ^ 
gaged  in  wars  which  enforce  the  neces- 
sity of  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the 
preservation  and  ripply  of  the  naval  force 
of  his  kingdom : — ^That  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
remove  every  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  has 
directed  his  majesty's'  commissioners  to 
give  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinckney 
the  most  positive  assurances  that  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  and  shall  be  repeat- 
ed and  enforced  for  the  observance  of  the 
greatest  caution  in  the  impressing  of  Bri- 
tish seamen ;  and  that  the  strictest  care 
shall  be  taken  to  preserve  citizens  of  the 
United  States  from  any  molestation  or 
injury;  and  that  immediate  and  prompt 
redress  shall  be  afforded  upon  any  repre- 
sentation of  injury  sustained  by  them  :-— 
That  the  commissioners  of  the  United. 
States  Well  know  that  no  recent  cases  of 
complaint  have  occurred,  and  that  no  pro- 
bable inconvenience  can  result  from  the 
postponement  of  an  article  subjected  to  so 
many  difficulties.    Still  that  his  majesty's 
commissioners  are  instructed  to  entertain 
the  discussion  of  any  plan  that  can  be  do- 
vised  to  secure  the  interests  of  both  states 
without  any  injury  to  rights  to  which  they 
are  respectively  attached  : — ^That  in  thfe 
mean  time  the  desire  of  promoting  a  right 
conclusion  of  the  proposed  treaty,  and  of 
drawing  closer  the  ties  of  connection  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  induces  his  ma- 
jesty's commissioners    to    express    their 
readiness  to  proceed  to  the  completion  of 
the  other  articles,  in  the  confident  hope^ 
that  the  result  cannot  fail  to  cultivate  and 
confirm  the  good  understanding  happily 
subsisting  between  the  high  contracting 
parties ;  and  still  further  to  augment  the 
mutual  prosperity  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects, and  of  the   citizens  of  the  United 
States.       Vassall  Holland.     Auckland. 
(Fourth  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  1.) 
—ToL.ViscHowick.  March  U,1807. 
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My  lord  ;  In  conformity  with  the  inti- 
mation which  your  lordship  was  so  good 
as  to  make  to  us  at  a  late  interview,  rela- 
tive to  certain  claims  and  prize  causes, 
which  had  been  brought  into  discussion  in 
the  course  of  the  late  negotiation,  between 
his  majesty's  commissioners  and  those  of 
the  United  States ;  we  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  your  lordship,  the.  copy  of  a 
note  to  lord  Holland  and  lord  Auckland, 
in  which  those  claims  and  prize  causes  are 
fully  explained.  It  is  proper  to  add, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  signaturls  of  the 
Treaty,  it  was  distinctly  understood  be- 
tween the  commissioners  on  both  sides, 
that  this  subject  was  not  to  be  affected  by 
it,  but  was  to  remain  completely  open  for 
future  adjustment. — We  have  it»upon  the 
statement  contaiYied  in  that  note,  and  the 
documents  to  which  it  refers,  in  perfect 
confidence  that  it  will  be  viewed  by  your 
lordship  with  the  interest  which  belongs 
to  it,  and  that  every  thing  which  is  suita- 
ble to  the  high  and  honourable  character 
of  his  majesty's  government,  and  the  just 
claims  of  the  United  States  will  be  done, 
with  relation  to  it,  as  promptly  as  circum- 
stances wjll  permit.     We  have  &c. 

James  Monroe.    Wm.  Pinkney. 

No,  2. — Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  to  liOrds^flolland  and  Auck- 
land. Dated  Foreign  Office,  July 
25th,  1807. 

My  lords ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose 
to  your  lordships,  the  copies  of  a  note 
which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.' Pinkney,  arid  of  the  several  do- 
cuments that  accompanied  it;  I  submit 
these  papers  to  the  consideration  of  your 
lordships,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  your 
attention  to  that  passage  of  the  note  which 
.refers  to  a  suggestion  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty^s  commissioners,  on  the  impress- 
ment of  seamen  from  on  board  of  Ameri- 
can ships.  It  is  extremely  desirable  that 
his  majesty's  government  should  have  the 
fullest  infqrmation  on  this  important  point; 
and  I  have  to  request,  that  your  lordships 
will  be  pleased  to  state  to  me,  whether 
the  representation  contained  in  this  part 
of  the  note  of  the  American  commissioners 
be  accurate ;  and  whether  yoiir  lordships 
signified  any  such  acquiescence  as  is  there 
described  in  tlte  implied  "informal  under- 
standing^ respecting  the  forbearance  to  be 
observed  by  the  British  cruizers,  in  regard 
to  the  practice  of  impressment  of  seamen 
on  board  of  American  vessels." 

I  have,  &c.     George  Canning. 

No.  III.-^Letter  from  lordi;  Holland 
Vot.  X. 


and  Auckland  to  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning, dated  July  28th,  1807. 
Sir ;  We  have  received  the  honour  of 
your  Letter  with  its  several  Inclosures, 
and  are  desirous  *to  give  the  fullest  infor- 
mation in  our  power  respecting  any.  part 
of  our  late  negotiation  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States.  We  have 
accordingly  applied  our  attention  to  that 
passage  of  the  Note  delivered  to  you  bv 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  which 
states  that  "  soon  "after  the  suspension  of 
the  negociations,  it  was  suggested  by  his 
majesty's  commissioners,  that  if  the  topic 
relative  to  Impressment  should  be  ex- 
pressly resetted  for  future  conventional 
arrangement;;  and  a  pledge  given  to  the 
United  States  for  resuming  the  considera- 
tion of  it  at  a  convenient  season,  with  that 
view ;  and  that,  if,  in  the  mean  time, 
such  an  informal  understanding  should  be 
substituted,  as  in  its  practical  effect  would 
remove  the  vexation  complained  of,  it 
might  perhaps  be  yet  possible  to  conduct 
the  negotiation  to  a  result  which  would 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  respective  go- 
vernments. And  in  pursuance  of  this 
suggestion,  the  British  commissioners" 
presented  their  official  note  of  the  8th  day 
of  Nov.  last."— It  appears  to  us,  that' the  > 
several  parts  of  this  statement  taken  with 
the  context,  have  all  the  accuracy  and  ho- 
nourable and  right  meaning  which  we  ex- 
perienced in  the  whole  negotiation. — 
When  the  American  commissioners  speak 
of  "  such  an  infonnal  understanding  to  be 
substituted,  as  would  in  its  practical  eflect 
remove  the  vexation  complained  of,"  they 
do  not  mean,  and  certainly  his  majesty's 
commissioners  never  meant,  that  there 
should  be  a  forbearance  or  suspension  or 
discontinuance  of  the  practice  and  exer- 
cise of  the  Impressment  of  British  seamen. 
On  the  contrary,  they  proceed  to  say  that 
"  pursuant  to  the  suggestion  of  the  British ' 
commissioners,  the  official  note  of  the  8th 
of  Nov.  was  presented."  To  that  Note 
we  beg  leave  to  refer. — ^We  considered  that 
Note,  and  still  consider  it  as  pledging  \\\s 
majesty's  government  to  give  instructions 
to  British  cruizers,  «*  to  be  very  cautiotis 
iti  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  impressing 
British  seamen,  to  take  the  sti:ictest  care 
to  preserve  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  molestation  or  injury,  and  to 
redress  any  grievances  which  might  be 
sustained  by  them." — ^When  the  negotia- 
tion proceeded  nf^er  our  delivery  of  that 
Note,  we  thought,  and  still  think,  thai  the  . 
treaty    which    we  signed    (omitting  the 
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point  of  Impressment,  and  seTeral  other 
points  afterwai'ds  included  in  the  proposed 
^ditional  articles)  was  in  itself  compleat 
and  nnconditional,  and  subject  to  no  reser- 
vation on  either  part,  except  that  which 
was  expressed  in  oar  second  Note  of  the 
SOth  oi  Dec.  on  the  signature  of  the  trea- 
ty.— ^If  circumstances  had  not  taken  place, 
which  made  it  our  duty  to  suspend  the 
.  siffmn^  of  the    additional   articles,    and 
which  eyentuaily  discontinued  the  nego- 
tiation in  our  hands,  we  should  have  con- 
sidered ourselves  as  boimd  to  advert  bond 
Jide  to  the  fiirther  pledge  contained  in  our 
official  note  of  the  8th  Nov.     We  mean 
that  paragraph  which  states,  "  that  no  re- 
.cent  cases  of  complaint  h^.ve  occurred 
'^frespecting  the. exercise  of  the  right  of 
Impressment),  and  that  no  probable  incon- 
venience can  result  from   the  postpone- 
ment of  an  article,  subject  to  so  many 
cJifficulties ;  still,  that  his  majesty's  com- 
missioners are   instructed  to  entertain  the 
discussion  of  any  plan  that  can  be  devised 
to  secure  the  interests  of  both  states,  with- 
out "any  injury  to  rights  to  which  they  are 
respectively  attached/'    The  obvious  sense 
of  this  paragraph,  and  the  forms  and  sub- 
stance of  the  compleated  treaty,  and  the 
proposed  additional  articles  appear  to  us 
lo  leave  no  doubt  relative  to  the  mutual 
understanding   and  views   of  those   who 
were  employed  in  a  negotiation  of  such 
importance  to  their  respective  countries. 
'We  have  &c.     Vassal  Holland. 
Auckland. 
No.  IV. — Letter  from   Mr.  Secretary 
*  Canning  to  Lords  Holland  and  Auck- 
land, dated  August  6th,  1807. 
My  lords;  In  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt pf  the  letter  which  your  lordships 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  address  to  me, 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  25th  ult«  I  am 
iaorry  to  have  occasion  to  trouble  your 
lordships  with  any  further  enquiry ;  but 
I  am  sure  that  your  lordships  will  feel  that 
the  point  most  immediately  in  question, 
respecting  the  Impressment  of  British  sea- 
men  from  American  ships,  is  one  of  such 
essential  importance  at  the .  present  mo- 
ment, as  to  make  it  necessary  for '  me  to 
ascertain,  with  as  much  acciuracy  as  pos- 
sible, what  has  really  passed  between  your 
lordships  and  the  American  commissioners' 
upon  this  subject. — I  understood  the  Ame- 
rican commissioners  to  say,  that  in  addition 
to  whatever  passed  in  writing  between  you, 
they  received  from  your  lordships  an  in- 
tbrmalassurance  of  something  that "  should 
m  its  practical  effect  remove  the^ievance' 


complained  of.*'  By  "  the  grievaQce 
complained  of,*'  I  understood  the  commis- 
sioners  to  mean  the  practice  of  Impress* 
meat  itself,  not  any  abuses  of  that  prac* 
tice. — ^Your  lordships  deny^  that  any  for- 
bearance was  promised,  **  in  the  aense  of 
any  suspension  or  discontinaance  of  the 
practice,"  and  your  lordships  refer  to 
your  Note  of  the  8th  of  Nov.  as  contain* 
mg  the  correct  statement  of  what  you 
commonicated  to  thfe  American  commis- 
sioners.— ^The  Note  of  the  8th  of  Nov.  cer« 
teinly  promises  forbearance  in  thepractice, 
but  not  a  discontinuance  of  the4>nkctice, 
of  Impressment — ^I  am  therefoine  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  yonr  lordships 
to  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  me, 
whether  the  Note  of  the  8th  of  Nov.  doen, 
according  to  your  lordships  recollection 
and  belief,  contain  the  whole  of  what  was 
promised  or  held  out  by  yonr  lordships  to 
the  American  commissioners  upon  this 
point? — ^Whether  whatever  else  passed 
(if  any  thing  else  did  pass)  in  conversa- 
tion, was  in  strict  conformity  to  that 
Note  ;  implying  no  further  concession  or 
forbearance  on  the  part  oi  Great  Britain, 
and  authorizing  no  further  expectation  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  ? — ^If  this  be  ' 
so.  It  does  appear  to  me  that  the  American 
commissioners  have  misconceived  the  ef- 
fect of  your 'lordships  communication  to 
them ;  and  must  have  represented  it  to 
their  government  as  implying  a  much 
larger  concession  than  was  m  fact  in  your 
lords|;>ips  contemplation.    I  have,  &c. 

Geqbge  Canninc 

No.  V. — Letter  from  .  Lords  Holland 
and  Auckland  to  Mr.  Secrfitary  Can* 
ning,  dated  Aug.  10th,  1807. 

Sir ;  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  we  have  the  honour  to  repeat  our 
former  assurances  that  it  is  our  desire  as 
it  is  our  duty,  to  give  you  every  possible 
information  respecting  the  negotiation 
with  the  American  Commissioners,  which 
his  majesty  was  lately  pleased  to  entrust 
to  us. — As  the  points  m  which  our  answer 
to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult.  has  not  ap- 
peared to  you  sufficiently  clear  and  satis- 
factory, we  must  again  refer  you  to  our 
official  Note  of  the  8th  of  Nov.  last,  as 
containing  a  full  and  authentic  statement 
of  what  was  settled  between  us  and  the 
American  commissioners,  with  regard  to 
the  Impressment  of  British  seamen  .from' 
on  board  of  American  ships.  That  Note 
was  delivered  alVer  many  fruitless  confer- 
ences, held  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
some  expedient  that  might  reeonciie  ibe 
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interests  and  pretensions  of  both  nations 
on  this  important  point.  But  finding  after 
much  careful  consideral^ion  of  the  diiierent 
plans  proposed  to  us>  that  the  difficulties 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  any  final  and 
permanent  adjustment  were  at  that  time 
insurmountable,  wie  were  compelled  to 
rest  satisfied  with  the,  temporary  and  im- 
perfect arrangement,  iFirhich  our  Note  of 
the  8th  of  Nov.  promised  to  afiord.  We 
certainly  did  not  then  understand,  nor  do 
we  now  understand,  that  by  that  Note  we 
pledged  our  government  to  abstain  in  fn^ 
ture.  from  the.  practice  of  impressing  Bri- 
tish teamen  from  American  merchant 
vessels.  We  certainly,  however,'  did  mean 
to  pledge  the  British  government  to 
make  its  cruizei*s  observe  the  utmost 
caution^  moderation,  and  forbearance  in 
the  exercise  of  that  practice ;  but  we  ne- 
ver either  expressed  or  implied,  that  they 
were  to  desist  &om  taking  British  seamen 
from-  American  merchant  ships«  We  far- 
ther engaged  that  our  government  would 
be  at  all  times  ready  to  take  into  its  se- 
rious consideration  any  proposal  tnade  to 
it  by  the  American  government,  for  the 
recovery  of  deserters  from  the  British 
navy,  who  take  refuge  in  the  American 
territory  or  on  board  of  American  ships, 
without  having  recourse  to  the  means 
which  are  at  present  resorted  to  for  that 
purpose^ — Whatever  passed  in  conversa- 
tion was»  we  conceive,  in  strict  confor- 
mity to  that  Note,  and  implied  no  ^rther 
concession  nor  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
6.  Britain  than  extreme  caution  and  mo- 
deration in  the  exercise  of  the  right, 
which  alone,  without  any  discontinuance, 
much  less  renunciation  of  the  practice,  we 
expressed  our  confident  hope  would  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  sucH  inconveniences 
and  outrages  as  the  American  commis- 
sioners, represented  and  contended  had 
firequently  arisen  from  it.  We  have,  &c. 
Vassall  Holland.  Auckland. 

No.  VL — ^Letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinckney  to  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning, dated  Oct.  18th,  1807. 

Sir;  £i  our  interview  of  yesterday,  you 
requested  that  we  would  explain  the 
ground  of  the  6pinion  which  is  expressed 
m  our  letter  of  July  24»-=that  the  occasion 
which  induced  the  British,  commissioners 
to  present  to  us  the  Note  of  the  Slst  Dec. 
preceding  had  ceased  to  exist.  We  hasten 
to  cpffiply  with  that  request,  as  we  shall 
do,  to  give  an  explanation  of  any  other 
pjBttsage  in  that  let^r  which  you  may  de- 
sire.   We  w»x»,  of  opinion  at  the  time 


when  the  British  commissioners  presented 
to  us  that  paper,  that  the  decVee  of  the 
government  of  France,  to  which  it  related, 
ought  ^ot  to  be  considered  applicable  to 
the  United  States,  because  such  a  con- 
struction was  plainly  repugnant  to  the 
treaty  subsisting  between  the  United  States 
and  France;  and  likewise,  because  the. 
decree  might  be  understood  to  relate  only 
to  France  smd  the  dominions  subject  toi 
her  arms.  We  alluded  however,  in  our 
letter  of  July  the  24th,  to  circumstances, 
which  had  occurred  since  the  date  of  the 
decree,  as  fixing  unequivocally  an  inter-, 
pretation  of  it,  which  we  at  first  supposed 
to  be  reasonable. — Great  anxiety  havingt 
been  excited  by  a  different  construction, 
which  many  believe  the  decree  to  be  sus- 
ceptible of,  the  minister  pf  the  United 
States  at  Paris  requested  of  the  minister  o£ 
marine,  who  was  charged  with  its  execu- 
tion, an  explanation  of  the  sense  in  whicb 
it  was  understood  by  his  government,  who. 
assured  him,  that  it  was  not  intended  that 
it  should,  in  any  degree  interfere  with  th& 
provisions  of  ^e  treaty  of  1 800  between 
the  United  States  and  France.— We  relied 
also  upon  the  fact,  not  only  that  no  coun- 
tenance had  been  given  by.  any  practice 
or  judicial  decision  in  France  to  a  diHerent 
construction,  but  that  the  practice  was  in 
precise  conformity  with  the  view  above 
suggested  ;  and  that  in  a  cause  in  which 
the  question  had  been  brought  into  dis- 
cussion, the  court  had  sanctioned  the  con- 
clusion that  the  treaty  between  the  two 
nations  was  to  be  exactly  fulfilled,  and 
that  the  decree  was  to  be  so  construea  as 
not  to  infringe  it. — ^We  think  it  proper  to 
confine  ourselves  to  the  explanation  which 
you  have  desired,  of  the  passage  alluded 
to  in  our  former  letter,  and  not  to  enter  in 
this  communication  in  any  other  respect 
on  the  subject  of  the  paper  with  which  it 
is  connected.     We  have,  &c. 

Jaues  Monroe.   William  Pivcknby« 

No.-VH. — Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinck-t 
ney,  dated  Oct.  22d,  1807. 

Gentlemen;  Th^  coTLsiderations  which 
have  hitherto  suspended  our  communica.- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty,  returned 
from  America,  having  ceased  by  the  ter-r 
mination  of  the  discussion  betwe^  Mr« 
Monroe  and  myself,  respecting  the.  ent 
counter  between  the  Leopard  and  th« 
Chesapeake,  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  you  the  answer  which  ^  hav^ 
been  commanded  by  his  m^'esty  to  retur^ 
to  your  Bote  of  the  24ih  July«  1  have,  &o. 
Geobge  Canning. 
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No.  Vin.  —  Note  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning    to    Messrs.    Monroe    and 
Pinckney,  dated  Oct  22d,  1807. 
The  undersigned,  his  majesty's  princi- 
pal secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in 
returning  an  answer  to  the  official  note 
with  which  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney 
have  accompanied  their  communication  of 
the  copy  of  the  treaty  which  has  been  sent 
back  unratified  from   America,  is  com- 
manded, in  the  first  place,  to  inform  the 
American  commissioners,  that  his  majesty 
cannot  profess  himself  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  American  government  has  taken  any 
such  effectual  steps,  with  respect  to  the 
decree  of  France,  by  which  the  whole  of 
his  majesty's  dominions  are  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  blockade,  as  to  do  away  the 
ground  of  that  reservation  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  note  delivered  by  his  maj.'s 
commissioners  at  the  time  of  the  signature 
of  the  treaty ;  but  that,  reserving  to  him- 
self the  right  of  taking^,  in  consequence  of 
that  decree,  and  of  the  omission  of  any 
efiectual  interposition,  on  the  part  of  neu- 
tral nations,  to  obtain  its  revocation,  such 
measures    of   retaliation  as   his  majesty 
might  judge  expedient,  it  was  neverthe- 
less the  desire  and  determination  of  his 
majesty,  if  that  treaty  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  ratification  of  the  p]:^sident  of  the 
United  States,  to  have  ratified  it,  on  his 
majesty's  part,   and  to   have   given   the 
i'ullest  effect  to  all  its  stipulations. — Some 
of  the  considerations  upon  which  the  re- 
fusal of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  ratify  the  .treaty  is  founded  are  such  as 
can  be  matter  .of  discussion  only  between 
the  American  government  and  its  com- 
missioners; since  it  is  not  for  his  majesty 
to  inquire,  whether  in  the  conduct  of  this 
negotiation  the  commissioners  of  the  U. 
States  have  failed  to  conform  themselves 
in  any  respect  to  the  instructions  of  their 
government.-— In  order  to  determine  the 
course  which  his  majesty  has  to  pursue  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  transaction,  it  is 
sufficient  that  the  treaty  was  considered, 
by  those  w:ho  signed  it,  as  a  complete  and 
perfect  instrument.-^No  engagements  were 
entered  into,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
as  connected  w^ith  the  treaty,  except  such 
OS  appear  upon  the  face  of  it.     Whatever 
encouragement  may  have  been  tiiven  by 
his  majesty's  commissioners  to  the  hope 
.  expressed   by  the   commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  that  discussions  might  there- 
after be  entertained  with  respect  to  im- 
pressment of  British  seamen  for  merchant 
vessels,  mu3t  be  understood  to  have  had 


in  view  the  renewal  of  such  discussions, 
not  as  forming  any  part  of  the  treaty  then 
signed,  (as  the  American  commissioners 
appear  to  have  been  instructed  to  assume) 
but  separately,  and  at  some  subsequent 
period  more  favourable  to  their  successftiil 
termination. — But  the  alterations  proposed 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  in 
the  body  of  the  treaty  thus  formerly  con- 
cluded, appear  to  require  more  particular 
obseiTation.  —  The  undersigned  is  com- 
manded distinct! y«  to  protest  against    a 
practice  altogether  unusual  in  the  political 
transactions  of  States;  by  which  the  Ame- 
rican  government  assumes  to  itself  the 
privilege  of  revising  and  altering  agree- 
ments concluded,  and  signed,  on  its  be- 
halt^  by  its  agents  duly  authorized  for  that 
purpose;  of  "retaining  so  much  of  those 
agreements  as  may  be  fiatvourable  to  its 
own  views,  and  of  rejecting  such  stipula- 
tions, or  such  parts  of  stipulations,  as  are 
conceived  to  be  not  sufficiently  beneficial 
to  America.— If  the  American  government 
has  a  riffht  to  exercise  such  a  revision,  an 
equal  right  cannot  be  denied  to  others. 
And  it  is  obvious,  that  the  adoption  of 
such  a  practice  by  both  parties  to  a  treaty, 
would  tend  to  render  negotiation  indefinite, 
and  settlement  hopeless  ;  or  rather  to  su- 
persede altogether  the  practice  of  negotia- 
tion   through  authorized   commissioners, 
and  to  make  every  article  of  a  compact 
between  state  and  state  the  subject  of  re- 
peated t-efercnce,  and  of  enJless  discus- 
sion.— The  alteration  of  particular  artiicles 
in  a  treaty,, after  the  whole  has  been  care- 
fully adjusted  and  arranged,  must  neces- 
sarily open  the  whole  to  renewed  delibe- 
ration.    The  demands  of  one  party  are  not 
to  be  considered  as  absolute,  and  the  con- 
cessions of   the   other  as  micenditional. 
What  may  have  been  given,  on  the  one 
hand,  in  consideration  of  advantage  to  be 
derived,   in  return,  from   accompanying 
stipulations,  might  have  been  refused,  if 
those  stipulations  had  been  less  favour- 
able ;  and.  must  necessarily  be  withtfrawn, 
if  they  are  changed.— It  cannot  he  ad- 
mitted, that  any  government  should  hold 
those  with  ^hom  it  treats  to  all  that  has 
been  granted  by  them  in  its  favour,  relax- 
ing at  the  same  time,  on  its  part,  the  reci- 
procal conditions  for  which  its  own  faith 
has  been  engaged;  or  that,  fifter  having 
obtained  by  negotiation  a  knowledge  of 
the  utmost  extent  of  concession  to  which 
the  other  contraoling  pai'ty  is  prepared  to 
consent  in  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  it 
should   require    y^t  further  cORcession> 
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without  equivalent,  as  the  price  of  its  rati- 
fication.—The  undersigned  is  therefore 
roinmanded  to  apprize  the  American  com- 
missioners, that  although  his  majesty  will 
be  all  times  ready'to  listen  to  any  sugges- 
tions foF  arranging,  in  an  amicable  and  ad- 
vantageous manner,  the  respective  interests 
of  the  two  countries,  the  proposal  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  tor  proceed- 
mg  to  negotiate  anew,  upon  the  basis  of  a 
treaty  aU'eady  solemnly  concluded  and 
signed,  is  a  proposal  wholly  inadmissible. 
And  his  majesty  has  therefore  no  option, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  this 
transaction,  but  to  acquiesce  in  the  refusal 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
ratify  the  treaty  signed  on  the  31st  of 
Dec%  1806.     The  undersigned,  &c. 

George  Canning 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February  16. 
Mediation  of  Russia  and  Austria.] 
Mr.  Whithread  rosi%  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  for  certain  Papers,  which  there 
was  a  necessity  for  having  before  the 
house,  previous  to  the  discussion  which  he 
intended  to  introduce  on  Monday  se'n- 
night.  All  these  papers  were  so  obvious- 
ly necessary  to  come  to  a  right  under- 
standing on  the  subject  of  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  the  conduct  of  minis- 
ters, relative  to  the  proffered  Mediation 
of  Russia,  and  Austria,  and  he  was  so 
much  at  a  loss  to  conceive  any  inconveai- 
ence  that  could  result,  trom  their  produc- 
tion, cTiat  unless  he  had  received  intimation 
that  some  of  the  motions  would  not  be 
acceded  to,  he  would  not  have  thought 
that,  in  the  present  instance,  there  was  any 
occasion  whatever  for  his  entering  upon 
the  question  at  all.  But,  as  the  matter 
stood,  he  should  be  wanting  in  his  duty  to 
the  house  and  to  the  public,  if  he  did  not 
say  something  in  support  of  the  argument 
so  ablv  maintained  the  other  night,  that 
publicity  was  the  essence  of  the  British 
con*^titution ;  and  that  parliament  had  a 
right  to  call  for,  and  demand,  all  informa- 
tion which  it  was  consistent  with  the  pub- 
lic safely  to  give.  Publicity  might  in- 
deed be  emphatically  termed  the  essence 
of  the  British  constitution,  and  to  with- 
hold important  information  was  therefore 
a  violation  of  its  most  essential  principle. 
—Having  said  this  much  generally,  he 
would  now  advert  to  the  particular  object 
which  he  had  in  view,  in  the  motions 
which  he  was  now  about  to  submit  to 


the  house.     Ministers,  after  the 
transactions  in  which  they  had  bed 
gaged  last  summer,  had  laid  upon  tl 
ble  notes,  dispatches,  and  extracts  < 
patches,    explanatory    of  their   cori 
These  he  considered  deficient,  and  hi 
sign  was  to  call  upon  them  to  suppll 
chasm  which  they  had  left.     Hb  iii*sl 
tion  was  for  "  Copies  and  Kxtracts  off 
patches  fi*om  the  secretary  of  statJ 
foreign  affairs  to  our  ministers  at  Vi  i 
relative  to    the    proffered  Mediatio 
Austria."      As  he  understood  that 
was  to  be  granted,  he  would  say  not 
hirther  upon  that  point.    The  seconcp 
considered  as  o£  paramount  importa 
It  was  for  the  "  Substance  of  any  com 
nication  inade  by  his  majesty's  min 
at  the  court  of  Petersbureh,  to  hb  ma 
ty's  principal  secretary  ofstate  for  fori 
affairs,  of  a  ^conversation  held  between 
emperor  of  Russia  and  lord  Hutch inl 
on  the  23rd  of  Aug   1807,  relative  to 
Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  by  Russia,  1 
the  offer  made  by  that  power  to  medial 
peace  between  G.  Britain  and  France.' 
When  he  had  given  notice  of  thb  mott 
on  a  former  day,  the  right  hon.  secret  J 
had  said,  that  he  thought  it  improper  L 
lay  before  the  house  any  communicati 
of  an  accredited  minister  with  a  foreil 
sovereign.     After  that,  he  must  give  upl 
despair  all  hope  of  convincing  him  tH 
this  document  ought  to  be  granted.     B 
as  his  colleague,  the  right  hon.  the  cha{ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  had  modified  th 
opinion,  and  said,  that  he  did  not  go  qui 
to  the  extent  of  the  right  hon.  secretary,  1 
would  address  himself  to  him,  in  the  ho] 
that  he  would  not  be  altogether  so  ina 
cessible  to  the  reasons  which  he -might  I 
able  to  urge  for  the  production  of  the 
papers.     But,    addressing   a  few  wor< 
however,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  rig 
hon.  secretary,  he  said,  that  one  wou 
think,  fi-om  what  the  right  hon.  gent,  h 
stated,  that  the  communication  of  a  co 
versation  of  a  minister  with  a  sovereig 
Avas  a  thing  which  had  never  happenc 
The  riffht  hon.  gent,  thought  that  poll 
compelled  our  ministers  to  hold   conl 
rences  with  sovereigns,  on  account  of  t 
system  to  that  effect  introduced  by  t 
French  ambassadors,  with  whom  it  v 
necessary   that  the  British  ambassad< 
should  be  on  equality ;  and  this  h«  ma 
an  excuse  for  concealment  upon  the  po 
ofdelicacy  to  these  sovereigns.     Hespo 
in  high  terms  of  the  British  ambassac 
beuig  compelled  to  stand  in  the  anti-ro4 
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and  witness  the  conduct  of  the  French 
ambassador  bearding  the  sovereign.    By 
that  the  right  hon. .  gent  meant,  perhaps^ 
to  insinaate,  that  oar  ministers  ongkt  to 
co[^y  the  example  of  the  French,  and 
claim  an  equal  pririleg^  cm  that  head. 
With  this  spirit  he  might,  perhaps,  think 
that  our  mmisters  ought  not  to  remain  at 
the  court     Now^  he  would  adc  hin^  whe- 
ther our  ministers  had  been  required  to 
rceed  in  this  manner?    He  bekiered 
cottkl  not  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  say 
80.    He  instnuated  that  it  was  a  breach  of 
duty  in  an  accredited  minister,  to  mention 
the  conrersations  he  might  have  had  with 
a  sovereign.    This  was  not  the  case  in  all 
circumstances ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  noble 
lord  (Hutchinson)  was  not  an  accredited 
nunister ;  but  a  most,  distinsfuished  indivi- 
dual—a hero,  in  this  age  of  European  he- 
roes---one  who  was  renowned  all  over  the 
world  for  his  military  talents,  and  no  less 
Celebrated  for  his  hish  sense  of  honour, 
than  for  his  skill  in  his  profession.     One 
who,  as  a  private  individual,  maintain- 
ed a  communication  with  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  with  the  knowledge  ot  our 
accredited   minister.      The    conversation 
which    he    held    with  the  emperor    on 
the  2Sd  of  Aug.  was  well  known  at  the 
time,  and  had  been  conveyed  to  this  coun- 
try in  a  dispatch  from  lord  6.  L.  Gower. 
It  had,  he  knew,  been  communicated  to 
lord  G.  JL.  Gower,  with  the  indention  of 
being  sent  to  our  ministers.     Why,  then, 
should  it  not  be  communicated  to  the 
house  ?    It  was  already  known  to  all,  and 
why  should  the  house  of  commons  remain 
without  the  knowledge  of  it  in  a  regular 
and  authentic  form.    The  emperor,  con- 
fiding in.  the  judgment  and  integrity  of 
the  distinguished   individual  alluded  to, 
asked  him  whether,  considering  the  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  peace  ought  not  to  be  con- 
cluded ?    That  noble  1^  asserted  diat  it 
ought.    The  emperor  then  said,  that  he 
had  offered  his  mediation  for  a  peace  with 
England,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that 
from  what  he  knew,  peace  might  be  con^- 
cluded  on  honound>le  terms.  '  Was  not 
this    document    necessary,   in    order  to 
enable  the  house  te  form  its  judgment  ? 
Was  there  uiy   thing  indiscreet  in  the 
communication  made  on  this  snbjeet  ?  No 
-^^e  noble  lord  was  prev«nted  by  no*  ob- 
ligation whatever  of  duty  or  of  expedien- 
cy to  conceal  the  oonvwrsetion.    It  was 
not  done  rashly.     He  Imew  well  what 
ought  to   be  concealed  and   what  not. 
Time  were  some  parts  «f  the  confinr^acta 


which  he  had  not  detailed,  whkit  shewed 
that  he  had  weighed  the  matter  well,  and 
withheld  what  he  thought  it  improper  to 
disclo8e.-7-The  hon.  gent  then  proceeded 
testate  instances  in  which  communications 
of  conversations  with  sovereigns  had  been 
laid  before  the  house.     He  mentioned, 
first,   the    confidential  conversation  be- 
twe^  the  first  consul  of  France  and  lord 
W^hkwoi^h,  which  had  been  made  public, 
in  his  opinion,  most  indiscreetly.      The 
next  instance  was  the  communication  of 
the    public    conference    of  lord   Whit- 
worth   with    Buonaparte,    the    publica- 
tion of  which  he  considered  as  manifest- 
ing a  still  greater  indiscretion.     He  also 
adverted  to  the  dispatch  of  lord  Strang- 
ford,  who  talked  oi  taking  upon  himself 
to  forgire   the  peccadillo  of  the  prince 
regent.     Where  was  the  delicacy  of  the 
ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  when  he  published 
this  ?     He  might  at  least  have  spared  the 
humbled  prince  this  mortification.    But 
there  vras  a  prince  who  was  not  ashamed 
of  giving  his  conversations  to  the  world — 
he  meant  the  Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,, 
who,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  adverting  to  the 
asperity  of  his  language,  said,  that  no 
wonder  if  his  reply  was  marked  by  aspe*. 
rity,  when  such  propositions  were  made  to 
him  ;  who,  on  our  oflfer  of  what  we  called 
advantageous  terms,  replied,  ''what  will 
you  give  me  as  a  compensation  for  the 
wounded  honour   of  Denmark?''      The 
ministers  had  been  very  liberal  of  their 
cogimunications  afier    the  death  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  laid  the  treaties  with  Austria, 
&c.  &c.  on  the  table,  together  with  «  dis- 
patch mentioning  the  sentiments  of  prince 
Charles,  which,  though  very  proper  to  be 
communicated  to  them,  ought  not  to  have 
been  made  public. — ^It  mighty  perhaps,  be 
said,  that  he  went  to  the  extent  of  claim- 
ing all  information.    But  he  disclaimed 
any9uch  intention.    Whatever  it  might 
be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic  to  produce,  he  did  not  want;    but 
when  information    was  refused,  merely 
because  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  ministers,  he  would  put  it  to  the 
sense  of  the  house  of  commons  whether  it 
ought  to  be  withheld.     It  might  be  sai4 
that  he  might  arg^e  on  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion as  a  matter  of  notoriety.    Why,  so 
he  might,  but  he  thought  it  more,  deco- 
rous to  have  it  in  a  regular  way  before  the 
house.    Did  such  a  paper  exist  ?     If  they 
said-^-ne;,  he  should  th^n  know  what  to  do. 
If  it  did  exisit  in  an  authentic  form,  the 
k9U9k  WIH1I4  ^e<^44  wbetlier  it  ought^to  b» 
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reiiised.— On  these  ^unds,  he  trusted 
the  house  would  decide  in  favour  of  his 
motion  for  this  paper,  and  that  they  would 
compel  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  to 
produce  it.  There  w^re  other  papers  for 
which  he  should  subsequently  move>  and 
to  the  production  of  which  he  did  not 
know  whether  any,  or  what  extent  of  ob- 
jection, existed  on  the  part  of  his  majes- 
ty's government.  They  were  as  follow : 
''A  copy  of  the  answer  that  had  been 
made  by  his  majesty's  minister,  at  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburgh,  to  the  Note  from 
gen.  Badberg,  dated  the  30th  June,  1807  ; 
or  any  Instructions  that  he  had  received 
on  that  subject,  from  his  majesty  V  govern- 
ment." It  was  scarcely  possible  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  British  ambassador  had  not 
returned  an  answer  to  a  Note,  containing 
such  heavy  charges  against  the .  British 
government.  If  he  had  not,  let  it  be  said 
so  ;  if  he  had,  let  the  answer  be  produced. 
2.  "  A  copy  of  the  dispatches  from  the 
British  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh, transmitted  to  his  majesty's  prin* 
cipal  secretary  of  state  for  forei^  affairs, 
containing  a  confirmation  of  the  assu- 
rances alluded  to  in  the  Note  from  lord  G. 
L.  Gower  to  gen.  Budberg,  dated  Memel, 
28 th  June,  1 S07,  referring  to  a  declara- 
tion made  by  his  Imperial  majesty  at 
Tilsit,  to  the  British  ambassador,  that  no 
circumstances  had  occurred  to  weaken  his 
attachment  to  Great  Britain,  satisfied  as 
he  was  of  the  hondnr  and  fidelity  of  his 
Britannic  majesty."  3.  '«  A  copy,  or  the 
substance  of  any  assuranceiS  from  this 
country,  communicated  to  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburgh  after  the  commencement  of 
the  Russian  war^^  with  respect  to  any  di- 
version on  the  continent  by  6.  Britain, 
and  particularly  of  the  dispatches  com- 
municating the  assurances  alluded  to  in 
his  majesty's  Declaration ;  assurances,  to 
which  his  majesty  states,  that  his  Imperial 
majesty  had  received,  and  acknowledged 
with  apparent  confidence  and  satisfaction." 
Lord  G.  L. .  power  was  desirous  of 
speaking  to  two  points,  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  gent.  The  first  was  with  regard  to 
the  answer  which  rh^  was  supposed  io 
have  sent  to  gen.  Budberg's  Note  of  4he 
30th  of  June  1807.  That  Note  contained 
charges  of  so  heavy,  a  nature  against  the 
British  government,  that  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  personally  to  state,  with  re- 
spect, but  at  the  same  with  courage,  such 
reasons  as  occurred  to  him  in  their  justifi- 
cation. He  had  done  this  not  merely 
from  respect  lor  the  character  of  the  late 


administration,  but  from  the  principle  that« 
whatever  party  differences  might  exist  at 
hmne,  they  ought  not  to  influence  the 
conduct  of  diplomatic  agents  at  foreign 
courts.  He  had  therefore  put  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia  and  his  ministers  in  posses- 
sion of  the  best  defence  that  he  could  at 
the  moment  make.  Subsequently,  he  had 
received  from  England  copies  of  the  cor* 
respondence  between  M.  Alopeus  and  his 
right  hon.  friend.  M.  Alopeus's  Note 
contained  charges  similar  to  those '  con- 
veyed to  him  in  the  note  from  gen.  Bud- 
berg, with  this  dtfierence,  that  M.  Alopeus 
entered  into  a  detail  from  which  gen. 
Budberg  had  abstained.  To  M.  Alopeus's 
note  an  elaborate  answer  had  been  sent 
by  his  right  hon.  friend,  which  contained 
a  most  able  defence  of  the  conduct  of  his 
majesty's  late  government./  At  the  first 
conference  which  he  had  had  with  the 
Russian  minister  fr>r  foreign,  afiairs,  afiter 
the  reception  of  this  answer,  he  had  called 
his  attention  to  its  contents,  but  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  add  any  thing  of 
his  own.  As  to  any  -copy  which  he  might 
have  sent  to  Englaiid  of  the  conversation 
enjoyed  by  lord  Hutchinson  with  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  the  fact  was  this :  during 
the  period  that  lord  Hutchinson  had  been 
with  the  Russian  army,  he  was  in  the  habitc 
of  constant  and  familiar  intercourse  with 
the  emperor.  It  was  therefore  with  great 
satisfaction  he  found  that  lord  Hutchinson 
was  induced,  from  motives  of  curiosity,  to 
visit  St.  Petersburgh ;  for,  knowing  that 
that  noble  lord  would  have  many  more 
opportunities  of  private  interviews ,  with 
the  emperor  of  Russia  than  he,  in  his  of- 
ficial situation,  could  possibly  expect,  he 
flattered  himself  that  the  result  might  be 
highly  advantageous  to  the  two  countries* 
Lord  H.  had  communicated  to  him  con- 
fidentially his  conversation  with  the  em- 
peror ;  but  certainly  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  noble  lord  meant  this  conversation 
to  be  the  subject  of  a  public  dispatch. 
He  had  looked  upon  it  as  the  confidential 
communication  of  a  confidential  conversa- 
tion. He  had  therefore  inclosed  it  in  a 
private  letter  to  his  right  h<m.  friend,  not 
thinking  it  proper  that  the  confidential 
conversation  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  with 
a  private  individual  should  be  entered  on 
the  records  of  a  public  ofiice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cemnsng^  S9»d,  the  account 
g^ven  by  his  noble  friend  of  the  circum- 
stances connectied  vnth  the  two  topics  to 
which  he  hijd  alluded,  made  it  hardly 
necefisary  for  him  Ito  trouble  the  house  on 
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these  points.  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
gent«  however,  who  had  made  the  motion^ 
seemed  to  go  to  this,  that  a  communica- 
tion by  a  crowned  head  to  an  unaccredited 
agent  of  auother  country  was  equally 
proper  to  be  produced,  as  if  such  commu- 
nication had  been  made  to  an  accredited 
agent.  In  this  respect,  he  thought  the 
hon.  gent,  had  in  some  shape  abandoned 
the  motion  of  which  he  gave  notice  yes- 
terday, and  which  stood  on  the  Journals 
of  the  house.  If,  however,  the  hon.  gent, 
after  the  statement  of  the  noble  lord  had 
driven  him  from  the  one  argument,  should 
be  inclined  to  maintain  the  other,  he  must 
contend,  not  only  that  communications 
made  to  accredited  agents  of  this  country, 
but  even  to  travellers  led  to  jmy  foreign 
icountry  by  curiosity,  and  by  them  trans- 
mitted in  a  private  letter  to  a  person  hold- 
ing any  official  situation  in  this  country, 
were  proper  evidence  to  be  submitted  to 
this  house.  He  expressed  his  sorrow,  that 
a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Grenviile)  was  not 
present.  He  might  have  suggested  to  the 
hon.  mover  the  proper  mode  of  rendering 
such  private  letter  a  good  public  and  offi- 
cial document.  He  could  have  told  him 
to  what  Board  to  apply  for  this  purpose, 
whether  to  the  Admiralty,  Victualling,  or 
^Transport.  If  he  could  only  have  laid  his 
hand  on  some  obsolete  Note,  that  right 
hon.  gent,  would  have  instructed  him  how 
to  make  it  official :  he  would  have  put  him 
in  the  proper  way  to  intreat — 

"  Oh,  let  my  little  Note  attendant  sail.'' — 

Lord  G.  L.  Gower  had  already  explained, 
that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had,  to  the  best  of  his  abi- 
lity, vindicated  the  late  ministry  from  the 
charges  made  against  them  by  the  Russian 
government,  and  had  also  stated  substan- 
tial reasons  why  neither  the  Note  nor  an- 
sW'er  could  be  produced.  He  was  con- 
vinced the  hon.  mover  was  satisfied  on  that 
bead,  and  would  not  insist  on  the  produc- 
tion of  a  paper  which  might  do  a  gi-eat 
deal  of  injury,  merely  with  a  view  of  mak- 
ing his  own  argument  a  little  better  or  a 
-little, worse.  Worse,  he  could  assure  him, 
after  all,  would  it  undoubtedly  be-made, 
were  the  Note  produced.  By  some  of  the 
hon.  gent.'s  other  motions:,  he  seemed  to 
have  it  iji  view,  to  ascertain,  whether  the 
cause  of  the  country,  as  administered  by 
tj)e  late  government,  had  been  defended 
by  the  present  government.  He  appeared 
to  thinki  that  enough  had  not  been  done 
by  the  present  ministers  to  maintain  what 
bad    be^n  done  by  the   late  ministers. 


When  the  hon.  gent,  asked  for  any  as* 
surances  of  military  assistance  that  had 
been  communicated  by  his  majesty's  pre- 
sent government,  in  confirmation  of  the 
assurances  that  had  been  communicated  by 
the  last  government,  he  supposed  that  he 
alluded  to  the  discussion  in  that  house,  in 
which  it  had  been  stated  by  himself'  (Mr. 
C.)  and  his  colleagues,  that  on  their  com- 
ing into  office,  they  fimnd  the  expectations 
of  the  allies  of  G.  Britain- of  military  as- 
sistance, raised  to  a  great  height,  but  that 
they  found  no  means  provided  of  satisfying 
those   expectations.      He  now   repeated, 
that  those  expectations  had  been  stated  by- 
foreign  courts,  more  particularly  and  with 
greater  precision  than  the  distinct  assure 
ances  and  instructions  which  he  had  found 
recorded  in  the  foreign  office,  seemed  to 
warrant.      But  it  was  well  known,  that 
with  respect  to  assurance^  of  this  nature, 
much  passed  in  peraonal  communications, 
which  was  not  transferred  to  paper.    With 
some  of  the  motions  he  should  comply 
most  willingly ;  because  when  the  papers 
were  produced  they  would  show  that  great 
expectations  had  been  entertained  of  Bri- 
tish assistance,  by  the  continental-powers ; 
they  would  shew  that  the  noble  lord  to 
wh<^se  authority   the  gentlemen  opposite 
we«e  so  fond  of  referring,  and  for  whose 
authority  on  military  subjects,  and  on  sub- 
jects comiected  with  Jiis  situation,  he  en- 
tertained the  highest  respect ; — that  lord 
Hutchinson  had   distinctly  stated   to  the 
emperor  of  Russia  and  to  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia, that  he  knew  his  government  intended 
to  make  a  continental  diversion  in  their 
favour ;  that  he  was  authorised  to  make" 
them  the  strongest  assuraj[ices  on  this  sub- 
ject, although  he  could  not  particularize 
the  point  at  which  the  «^i version  was  to  be 
effected.     By  some  of  the  papers  it  would 
appear,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war  between  Prussia  and  France,  dis- 
patches had  been  sent  to  the  courts  of  St. 
Petersburgh  and  Stockholm,  calling  loudly 
on  those  powers  to  make  the  greatest  ex- 
ertions, and  to  march  an  army  to  the  as- 
sistance of 'Prussia.     He  did  not  mean  to 
contend  that  that  exhortation  *was  a  dis- 
tinct and  particular  pledge  on  the  part  of 
G.  Britain, /but  surely  G.* Britain  had  no 
right  to  require  such  exertions,  unless  she 
meant  bond  Jide  to  imply  that  she  would 
bear  her  share  in  them.  Atlerthis  call  how- 
ever, a  great  interval  elapsed  without  any 
specific  promise  of  assistance  on  our  part, 
and   the  whole  correspondence  between 
Russia  and  G.  Britain  consisted  of  appHca- 
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tions  and  reproaches  from  the  former. 
The  court  of  Petersburgh  was  unquestion- 
ably entitled  to  suppose  that  they  would 
receive  support  from  this  country,  either 
by  military  diversion  or  by  pecuniary 
assistance ;  they  had  rteither.  A  proposal 
made  by  Russia  to  negotiate  in  this  coun- 
try a  lo^n  for  six  millions  had  been  re- 
fused. He  did  not  state  this  .as  attaching 
blame  to  the  late  ministers,  for  he  fairly 
allowed  that  the  negotiation  of  such  a  loan 
must,  in  effect,  after  the  experience  which 
this  country  had  had,  be  considered  as  en- 
tailing a  great  risk,  if  not  ultimately  a 
burden^  on  us.  But,  there  Was  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  refusing  that  lodn  and 
doing  nothing.  We  might  have  declined 
making  so  considerable  an  exertion  with- 
out disappointing  Russia,  by  leaving  her 
altogether  without  help.  Had  we  agreed 
to  raise  4  millions,  or  3  millions,  or  2  mil- 
lions (for  which  of  couree  provision  must 
have  been  made  as  for  a  subsidy),  we 
should  at  least  have  gratified  the  feelings 
of  his  iniperial  majestyj  but  of  such  an  in> 
tention  on  the  part  or  the  late  government 
no  trace  existed  in  the  records  of  the  fo- 
reign office.  This  complete  refusal  w?js 
the  more  censurable,  as  no  power  on  the 
continent  had  b,een  so  uniformly  faithtul 
to  its  pecuniary  engagements  as  Russia. 
When  the  wants  of  the  Russian  army  were 
80  pressing,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  last  campaign,  lord  Hutchinson,  in  the 
sound  exercise  of  the  discretion  with  which 
he  was  invested,  had  advanced  the  misera- 
ble sum  of  30,000/.  to  relieve  them  from 
their  embarrassments.  Since  the  war  be- 
tween the  two  countries  that  money  had 
been  repaid.  With  respect  to  the  charge 
brought  by  the  Russian  government  against 
the  late  administration  of  this  country,  for 
disturbing  their  commerce  by  unnecessary 
detentions,  the  present  administration  ha(l 
refuted  it  in  the  face  of  Europe,  with  as 
much  anxiety  and  decision  as  if  it  had  been 
preferred  against  themselves.  Though  he 
thpught  'it  had  been  sufficiently  refuted, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  laudable  desire 
expressed  by  thehon.  gent,  of  viridicating 
his  friends  by  the  production  of  papers  on 
the  subject.  The  hon.  gent,  was  desirous 
to  obtain  the  dispatches  from  this  country, 
containing  those  assurances  of  support  and 
co-operation,  which  it  was  stated  in  his 
majesty^s  declaration,  that  *  his  imperial 
ipajesty  had  received  and  acknowledged, 
with  apparent  confidence  and  satisfac- 
tion/ The  hon.  gent,  implied,  that  in 
that  passage  of  bis  majesty's  Declaration, 
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a  distinction  was  meant  studiously  to  be 
taken,  between  the  last  and  the  present 
administration;  and  that  the  assurances 
referred  to,  as  having  given  such  lively 
satisfaction  to  his  imperial  majesty,  were 
the  assurances  of  the  present  administra- 
tion alone.  The  hon.  gent,  was  mislalcen: 
the  Declaration  referred  to  the  assurances 
■  communicated  to  Russia  in  March,  by  lord 
Hutchinson^  from  the  last  government,  as 
well  as  to  those  communicated  in  April  from, 
the  present  government.  How  could  his 
majesty's  ministers  more  fairly  defend  the 
conduct  of  their  predecessors,  than  by 
their  identifying  that  conduct  with  their 
own }  On  the  accusations  by  Russia,  of 
our  interrupting  her  commerce,  of  our 
withholding  from  her  pecuniary  and  mili- 
tary aid ;  as  thpse  accusations  were  stated 
in  the  Russian  Declaration,  he  did  not  see 
that  there  was  any  thing  that  would  be  de- 
ficient in  the  information,  which  would^ 
be  produced  by  the  hon.  gent.'s  motions. 
But,  there  was  a  specific  charge  brought 
by  Russia  against  this  country,  namely, 
the  Expedition  to  Alexandria,  which  the 
hon.  gent.'s  motions  would  not  sufThciently 
elucidate.  In  the  correspondence  of  his 
majesty's  existing  government  with  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburgh  (without  any  refer- 
ence to  their  private  opinion),  that  expe- 
dition had  been  defenctjed  against  Russia, 
on  the  ground  that  the  war  with  Turkey 
had  been  undertaken  by  this  countiy  on  ' 
Russian  instigation,  and  for  Russian  ob- 
jects. That  in  the  course  of  that  ex- 
pedition, it  was  diverted  from  a  point 
where  it  would  have  bet^n  successiul,  to 
a  point  where  it  could  not,  was*  a  part 
of  the  subject  wh"ch  could  not  be  en-' 
tered  into  with  minuteness  in  his  majes- 
ty's Declaration.  In  moving  for  the  cor- 
respondence respecting;  the  oiler  of  media- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  Friince,- 
made  by  Austria,  the  hon.  gent,  thought 
that  the  chasm  which  existed  from  the 
month  of  April  to  the  month  of  Nov.  in 
the  official  noies  between  prince  Starhem- 
berg  and  the  British  secretary  of  state, 
an  extraordinary  one.  It  was  easily  to 
be  accounted  for."  The  proposal  of  media- 
tion was  made  in  April,  while  the  cam- 
paign on  the  contiiient  was  proceeding,, 
and  before  Prussia  and  Austria  had  made 
a  separate  peace.  Under  those  circum- 
stances, it  was  cheerfully  accepted  by  this 
country,  subjeot  only  to  the  condition  thtit 
we  must  not  be  expected  to  depart  fiom 
our  good  faith  with  other  powers.  Mr. 
Adair  was  th^n  at  Vienna^  but  it  was  a 
2R 
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matter  of  general  knowledge,  that  when 
a  negotiation  was  carrying  on  between 
two  courts,  that  the  correspondence  from 
the  court  where  the  negotiation  was  car- 
rying on,  to  the  minister  at  the  other  court, 
consisted  only  of  a  transmission  of  the 
othcial  documents ;  lest  a  cross  negotia- 
tion should  be  produced.  Lord  Pembroke 
soon  after  that  time,  was  appointed  the 
British  minister  at  Vienna.  Had  his  lord- 
ship found  the  terms  of  mediation  accept- 
ed by  the  other  powers,  he  would  have 
communicated  that  acceptance  to  liis  go- 
vernment at  home ;  but  his  voyage  and 
journey  had  been  so  delayed  by  uniavour- 
able  circumstances,  that  he  did  not  arrive  at 
Vienna,  until  the  latter  end  of  June.  A 
few  hours  afterwards  the  fatal  news  of  the 
battle  of  Fried  land  reached  that  capital; 
and  of  course  no  more  was  heard  of 
Austrian  mediation  ;  nor  had  government 
received  any  other  political  communica- 
tion of  importance  from  the  continent,  un- 
til that  clijer  (at  the  desire  of  France) 
which  was  then  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ponspnbif  felt  a  good  deal  of  as- 
tonishment at  the  conduct  of  the  riejit 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down.  His 
observations  seemed  all  to  be  stated  from 
the  question,  rather  than  to  the  question, 
and  to  have  been  prepared  more  in  con- 
templation of  an  accusation  against  the 
late  ministers,  than  to  have  presented 
themselres  on  the  motion  of  his  hon. 
friend.  First,  the  late  ministers  were  cul- 
pable in  having  held  out  assurances,  or 
exciting  hopes  of  co-operation  to  the 
continental  powers.  Again,  they  were 
wrong  in  not  granting  a  subsidy  under  the 
description  ot  a  loan.  In  one  point  he 
was  perfectly  ready  to  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  gent,  that  it  would  be  highly 
imprpper,  that  any  communication  should 
be  made  which  could  at  all  go  to  affect 
any  districts,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
wol-e  now  subject  to  the  emperor  of  the 
French.  He  was  certain  his  hon.  friend 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinking,  that 
nothing  could  be  so  wrong  as  to  put 
the  French  in  possession  of  any  informa- 
tion which  Could  enable  them  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  perso];LS  in  this  unfor- 
tunate predicament.  But,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  said  the  communications  made  by 
the  emperor  of  Russia  to  krd  Hutchinson 
cannot  be  produced,  because  they  are 
verbal.  He  believed  thex:e  never  was  an 
instance  of  a  crowned  head  making  any 
other 'but  verbal  communications  to  those 
who  wbre  in  his  confideace*      IMd  the 


right  hon.  gent,  expect  that  the  emperor 
should  have  sent,  or  delivered,  a  dispatch 
to  lord  .11.  ?  He  woiild  wish  to  know,  how- 
ever, why  the  communication  had  been 
made  to  lord  H.  but  that  he  might  impairt 
it  to  his  government  ?  Why  it  had  been 
by  him  communicated  to  our  ambassador 
but  ibr  the  same  reason  ?  And  why  the 
ambassador  had  thought  it  of  such  conse* 
qucnce  as  again  to  communicate  it  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairs  ?     It 
was  said  however,  that  this  last  oomiDu-- 
nication  Was  made  by  a  private  letter* 
He  did  not  ask  for  the  private  letter,  but 
for  the  genuine  purport  of  the  comnauni- 
cation.     When  the  chief  of  a  governsnent, 
oilcring  to  us  his  mediation,  condescended 
to  ccmnmnicate  on  that  subject  with  a  na« 
tive  of  this  country,  and  that  communica«« 
tion  was  transmitted  to  onr  official  teryants 
at  home,  was  not  the  house  entitled  t^ 
know  that  such  mediation  was  not  impro- 
videutly  slighted^    As  to  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  observations  on  a  member  of  thit 
house,  but  not  now  present  (Mr.  Gren- 
ville)  that  was  all  a  joke  ;  the  observation 
was  below  him.    At  least  it  was  below 
the  honse  to  listen  to  it.    He,  the  king'» 
minister,  received  from  the  king's  axn- 
bassador,  and  for  the  people  of  this  king- 
dom, a  letter,  the  veiry  essence  and  qna'« 
lity  of  which  proved  it  to  be  of  a  public 
and    important    nature.     Did  the   right 
hon.  gentleman  deny  it  was  so  ?    Did  he 
allege  that  his  friend  lord  G^  L.  Govrer 
had  sitten  down  to  write  him  a  letter  of 
pleasure  ;   that  he   had  entertained  hina 
with  an  account  of  a  concert  or  dance  ; 
that  it  contained  an  account  of  all  the 
beautiful  ladies  of  St.   Petersburgh;    or 
that  it  was  a  letter  facetious  and  entertaia- 
ing?     He    could  £ay  no    such  t)ung.-— 
Would  the  noble  lord  stand  up  and  say 
that  it  was  a  private  correspondence  by  one 
indiTidual,  not  connected  with  the  king'il 
service,  to  another  individual  not  connects 
ed  with  the  king's  service,  and  on  a  subject 
not  comiected  with  the  kinf^s  service  I  On 
the  contrary,  would  hejaot  Say,  that  it  con- 
tained communications  from  the  emperor 
of  Russia  on  the  subject  of  his  mediatioa 
between  this  country  and .  France  ?  How 
the  letter  was  addressed  to  the  ri^ht  hon; 
gent,  was  of  little  <9908eqiiAnce,>  its  con- 
tents must  shew  whether  it- was  in.  its  na^ 
ture  public  or  private.    H&shouMsup^ 
pose  that  the  right  hos.  geat.  were  to  be 
impeached   for  iieglecting  a  frcvourable 
opportunity  of  cojMbiding  a  poace,.aiui 
that  bis  should  say  he  wasiadei»d.{«i&iiBdj 
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4ware  of  the  fact,  but  that  he  did  not  chase 
to  treat  because,  the  communication  which 
had  been  made  to  him  was  of  a  private 
nature,  to  which  he  did  hot  think  himself 
entitled  in  his  public  capacity  to  attend. 
Would  that  be  esteemed  a  sufficient  vin- 
dication of  his  conduct  ?  Would  it  not  be 
«aid  to  bim, '  It  is  not  sufficient  for  you  to 
allege  that  the  information  you  had  was 
private;  you  knew  well  it  was  authen- 
tic ?'  If  lord  H.  was  once  the  confidential 
agent  of  this  country,  -and  the  emperor 
chose  to  send  for  him,  and  communicate 
his  intentions  to  him,  was  it  not  the  same 
as  if  he  had  done  so  to  the  accredited  agent 
of  this  country  fbr  the  time,  and  he  had 
again  made  the  communication  to  our  am- 
bassador ?  Was  not  lord  H.  to  be  entitled 
to  the  same  de^ee  of  belief  as  if  he  had 
been  the  accredited  agent  of  this  country  ? 
Had  the  letter  been  in  a  different  form, 
fltiU  it  could  have  contained  "no  more  than 
it  now  did ;  and  if  these  contents-  were 
important,  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
form  of  the  letter  should  prevent  the  sub- 
stance of  it  from  coming  before  the  house. 
The  house  had  a  right  to  know  what  it 
contained.  As  to  the  other  papers  con- 
necte<l  with  this  subject,  to  the  production 
of  which  the  right  )ion.  gent,  said  he  had 
no  objection,  what  would  they  enable  the 
house  to  doj  farther  than  just  to  form  a 
conjecture  of  the  tone,  frame,  and  temper 
of  mind  which  actuated  the  emperor 
of  Russia  in  the  mediation  in  question,  as 
to  which  the  letter  alluded  to  would  hav^ 
afforded  a  complete  proof?  The  right  hon. 
cent,  refused  to  the  house  the  thing  itself, 
but  he  granted  them  something  else, 
which  would  enable  them  to  form  a  con- 
jecture as  to  what  was  refused  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  rose  to  state  his 
regret  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
last  addressed  the  house,  should  have 
shewn  himself  totally  ignorant  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house.  He  had  discus- 
sed the,  propriety  of  giving  all  the  informa- 
tion required,  while  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  house  was,  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing information  on  the  proposed  Media- 
tion of  Austria  alone. 

Mr.  Adam  called  the  right  hon.  secre- 
tary to  order ;  but,  at  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Speaker,  sat  down. 

Mr.  Pon9onby  said,  he  had  onlv  taken 
the  right  hon.  gent,  at  his  word.  The 
right  hon.  secretary  had  said,  nothing 
could  be  given  of  information  to  the  house 
on  the  subject  of  Austria ;  he  was,  there- 
fore, disinclined  to  attempt  to  fix  the  atten- 


tion of  the  house  on  nothing — a  sul 
which,  however,  the  right  hon.  cen 
display  his  abilities :  he,  untortij 
never  found  himself  so  much  at 
— ^The  first  motion  was  then  agree 

Mr.  Whithrcad  begged  leave  to*  a 
second  motion,  t)y  substituting  '  th 
stance'  for  *  a  Copy*  of  the  comii 
tion  from  lord  Hutchinson. 

Mr.  Secretary  Owi?^;!^^  opposed  t 
tion  inits  amended  from,  because  tl 
stitutionof  the  word  ^  substance*  for 
in  no  way  changed  the  merits  of  th( 
tion.     He   begged   to  be  underst 
puttinff    the    individual    merits    o 
Hutchmson  wholly  aside.     He  pr 
to  have  a  high  respect  for  the  chara 
that  noble  person ;  but  contended  tl  i 
question  ought  to  be  discussed   v 
any  regard  whatever  to   his    cha 
When   a  person  vrdA  delegated   h 
crown  to  represent  it  at  a  foreign  co 
conceived  it  to  be  invariably  mear 
the  interests  of  the  country  were  co 
solely  to  this  individual,  and  that  al 
munications  of  a  public  nature,  in 
as  they  tended  to  influence  the  contl 
the  government  at  home,  ought  to 
through  this  channel.     If  it  should 
eued,  that  the  communication,  fcr  th 
auction  of  which*  the  hon.  gent,  ha 
moved,  came  through  this  channe 
he  would  maintain,  tnat  an  ambassa 
a  foreign  court  had  a  discretionary 
of  judging  what  communications  he 
transmit  to  his  government  in  a 
and   official   shape,  and  what  he 
think  proper  to  inake  in  a  privat 
confidential  manner.      To  the  I  at 
these  descriptions,  the  communicati 
luded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  belonged 
on  that  account  he  did  not  judge 
paper  to  be  produced.     If  the  hon. 
imagined  that  this  was  the  only  inst? 
which-  accounts  of  conversations 
certain  individuals  had  held  with  tl 
peror  of  Russia,  and  of  which  his  nia 
government  were   in  possession,   h 
under  a  great  mistake.     He  was  in  | 
sion  of  minutes  of  conversations  whici 
persons,  for  whom  he  had  as  ranch  i 
as  for  the  noble  lord,  had  held  wi 
sovereign,  and  the  purport  of  whi< 
certainly  very  diflerent  [a  cry  of 
hear!  from  the  opposition  bench], 
hon.  gent,  might  refuse  to  relyo 
conversations;  but  he  was  equally  e 
to  refuse  his  confiflence  in  that  in 
they  trusted  ;  and  the  simple  fact  \v; 
his  majesty's  gbvernmcat  did  not 
2r  2 
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self,  under  all  the  circumstanced,  waitant- 
ed  in  changing  the  line  of  policy  which 
they  had  adoptedi  and  were  determined' 
to  pursue,  in  consequence  of  lord  H.'s 
communication.  He  deprecated  extreme- 
ly the  present  motion,  not  only  because 
it  was  calculated  for  the  invidious  purpose 
of  creating  misunderstandings,  but  because 
he  conscientiously  believed  that  if  the 
present  motion  wa,s  agreed  to,  it  would 
countenance  the  idea  that  if  any  British 
traveller  [loud  cries  of  hear!  hear  !]  hap- 
pened accidentally,  from  afiability  of  man- 
ners^ or  any  other  cause,  to  recommend 
himself  at  at  foreisn  court,  so  as  to  have 
frequent  opportunities  of  communicating 
in  private  wiih  the  prince,  he  might  in- 
stitute a  cross  coiresponilence,  calculated 
to  shcdvc  the  confidence  of  the  government 
of  iiis  own  country  in  the  communications 
which  it  received  from  its  own  accredited 
a^ent.  He  might,  for  example,  put  a  pos- 
sible case,  which  he  stated  simply  as  pos- 
sible, from  having  read  the  history  of  for- 
mer times — should  a  young  man  (he  would 
not  say  connected  with  any  party,  for 
•parties  were  not  supposed  to  exist),  but 
should  a  young  man  while  abroad  on  his 
travels,  happen,  accidentally,  to  go  to  a 
foreign  court  while  an  important  and  (fc/i- 
ca/e  negociation  was  pending  between  that 
court  and  his  own,  should  he  insinuate 
himself  into  the  confitlence  of  tha^t  court,' 
and  in  his  communicati;^ns  with  his  friends 
at  home,  give  information  directly  the  re- 
verse of  ttiat  transmitted  by  the  king's 
plenipotentiary,  and  by  these  means  per- 
plex the  councils  of  ministers,  and  intro- 
duce confusion,  into  the  measures  of  go- 
verij^ment, — it  would  be  a  natural  effect  of 
that  .principle  for  ^yhich  the  Kon.  gent 
contended  in  his  present  motion.  It  would, 
he  contended,  be  recurring  to  the  system 
of  double  diplomacy,  which  had  been 
acted  upon  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
when  some  young  man  was  generally  sent 
along  with  the  accredited  representative 
of  ,the  sovereign  to  foreign  courts,  who 
insinuated  himself  into  the  confidence  of 
.thej3rince,  the  minister,  or  the  mistress  of 
the  minister,  and  who  was  employed  as  a 
rheck  upon  the  correspondence  of  the  am- 
bassador, a  system,  which  he  was  con- 
vinced the  house  would  not  ^be  of  opinion 
as  proper  to  adopt,  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  this  countr:y. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  replied,  that  the  i:ight  hon. 
gent,  bad  a  Hedged,  that  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  frierd  was  calculated  to  produce 
ar^ss  feelfngs  [Mr.  Canning  said  across  the 


table,  that  he  ha4  applied  the  word  cross, 
not  to  feelings,  but  to  correspondence]  ; 
.well,  said  ](lr.  P.  a  misunderstanding 
between  two  jioble  persons.  This,  be 
was  sure,  was  an  insinuation  to  which  the 
house  would  not  listen  for  a  moment.  But, 
was  the  right  hon.  gent,  serious  wheR  he 
talked  of  putting  aside  the  charactec  of 
lord  Hutchinson,  and  if  he  did  this  because 
it  happened  to  suit  his  purpose,  did  be 
suppose  that  he  would  acquiesce  in  the 
attempt  so  to  do  I  For  this  he  must  have 
the  consent  of  two  parties,  and  certainly 
he  never  would  have  his.  He  might  wave 
the  consideration  of  the  noble  lord's  cha- 
racter for  himself,  but  he  should  not  do  so 
for  him.  Nor  would  he  admit  the  puerile 
comparison  which  he  bad  thought'proper 
to  iiLHtitute  between  that  noble  person, 
and  any  young  man  who  might  be  al;)road 
on  his  travels.  The  communication  now 
moved  for,  was  considered  of  sufiicient  im*. 
portance  to  be  transmitted  by  his  majesty'^ 
ambassador  to  his  government,  and  as  it 
was  necessiary  to  enable  the  house  to 
judge  of  the  conduct  of  goverameut,  he 
could  not  see  upon  what  grounds  it  could 
be  reasonably  withheld. 

Dr.  Laurence  expressed  his  surprize,  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  should  have  repre-* 
sented  the  motion  of  his  hon.  IViend,  as ' 
ma:le  for  the  invidious  purpose  of  creating 
misunderstanding,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  himself  introduced  an  allusion  into  his 
speech  to  an  affair  which  had  happened 
many  years  ago,  at  which  time  inqmry  was 
challenged  into  all  the  circumstances,  and 
in  which  a  gentleman  was  implicated,  who 
since  that  time  had  held  an  official  situa- 
tion under  his  majesty's  government,  and 
from  whom  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself, 
he  believed,  could  not  withhold  the  tribute 
of  his  approbation.  At  the  very  time  too, 
that  he  professed  to  discuss  the.  question 
upon  its  general  merits,  he  had  substituted 
for  the  character  of  lord  Hutchinson,  that 
of  a  young  man  who  was  a  creation  of  his 
own  fancy.  If  the  -right  hon.  gent's  ar- 
gument had  any  meaning  at  all,  it  was  an 
attempt  to  quibble  away  the  constitution 
of  his  country ;  for  he  maintained,  that-if 
his  doctrine  of  the  obligation  of  secrecy 
was  admitted  to  its  full  extent  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  any  minister,  by  a  private 
understanding  with  a  foreign  agent,  to 
keep  the  public  completely  in  the  dark 
respecting  the  whole  foreign  relations  of 
the  empire.  It  would  be  sufficient  for  a 
foreign  minister,  in  corresponding  with  the 
secretai^  of  state,  merely  to  begin  his 
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dispatch  with  *  dear  sir/  ,  or  '  dear  Can- 
ning/ entirely  to  defeat  all  inquiry.  He 
contended,  that  there  was  no  analogy 
whatever  between  the  case  in  question, 
and  the  double  diplomacy  of  Louis  XIV. 
because  the  communication  to  which  it 
referred  was  transmitted  by  the  accredited 
agent  of  government;  and  he  put  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  mind,  that  it  was  only 
now  called  for  in  consequence  of  the  sys- 
tem of  misrepresentation,  which  he  had 
been  the  first  to  introduce  into  debate  by 
reading  partial  extracts  from  documents, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  more  eflect  to  a 
brilliant  speech. , 

Sir  T.  Turton  contended  that  all  prece- 
dents were  against  the  production  of  papers 
relating  to  confidential  conversations  with 
sovereigns.  He  commended  the  resistance 
made  by  the  secretary  of  state  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  It  was  only  by  a  reserve  of 
this  kind  that  the  dispositions  of  sovereigns 
^nd  their  ministers,  to  hold  confidential 
communications  with  us,  could  be  pre- 
served. He  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  pro- 
duction of  all  papers  necessary  to  the  justi- 
fication of  the  late  ministers,  from  the 
charges  preferred  against  them  throughout 
the  country.  But  he  would  not  consent  to 
the  production  of  any  papers,  not  in  them- 
selves proper  to  be  produced  and  called  for, 
only  from  mere  party  motives.  He  pro- 
fessed a  great  personal  esteem  for  the  noble 
lord,  who  was  particularly  interested  in 
the  production  of  the  paper  principally  al- 
luded to,  and  he  therefore  lamented"  the 
more,  that  the  noble  lord  had  disclosed  as 
much  as  he  had  done.- 

Mr.  Whiibread  hoped,  notwithstanding 
the  general  cry  of  question,  that  the  house 
would  permit  him  to  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations, in  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
fi-om  the  other  side.  The  Vight  hon.  secre- 
tary, with  his  usual  ingenuity,  had  con- 
trived to  favour  the  house  with  two  speeches 
upon  the  same  subject ;  but  had,  whether 
from  design,  or  inadvertency,  wholly  de- 
parted in  his  second  speech  from  the  line 
of  argument  adopted  in  his  first;  at  one 
time  a  paper  called  for  was  objected  to  as 
unofiicial ;  and  at  another,  the  substance 
of  that  paper  was  refused,  because  the 
source  of  the  intelligence  ^'as  not  at  that 
time  duly  accredited.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  set  out  with  requiring  to  be  under- 
stood as  speaking  to  the  general  principle, 
and  then  proceeded  to  state  the  parti- 
cular case  of  Mr.  Adair,  This  was  cer- 
tamly  a  very  curious  way  of  speaking  to 
a  general  principle,  without  any  reference 


to  individuals.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
talked  a  good  deal  on  the  confusion  that 
would  arise  in  the  public  business,  from 
the  consequences  of  a  double  diplomacy; 
and  had  taken  great  pains  to  impress  upon 
the  house  the  meaning  of  cross-dispatches, 
by  the  pantomimical  gesture  of  crossing  his  ' 
fingers — (a  laugh).  He  was  resolved,  it 
appeared,  to  take  his  stand  by  the  ac- 
credited, and  the  accredited  only.  He 
would  not  look  at  lord  Hutchinson,  but 
the  general  principle ;  and  in  the  same 
breath,  the  right  honourable  secretary, 
spoke  of  English  travellers  passing  through 
any  continental  court,  &c.  How  was  he 
to  understand  the  right  honourable  secre- 
tary ?  Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  lord  H. 
was  merely  in  an  ordinary  character?  Was 
his  lordship  to  be  considered  merely  as 
one  of  the  heedless,  gay,  young  travellers 
that  occasionaUy  sojourn  at  a  continental 
court;  whose  intelligence  must  have  been  as 
unimportant  as  his  observations  were  su- 
perficial ?  It  was  not  a  trifling  fimiiliar 
communication  of  court  scandal  from  any  of 
the  buffoons  or  parasites  that  flutter  about 
the  person  of  the  minister,  the  mistress,  or 
the  crowned  head,  that  Was  demanded. 
What  he  asked  for  was  the  information 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  his  capacity 
as  foreign  minister,  received  fi*om  oiir  ac- 
credited minister  at  the  court  of  Russia, 
Id.  G.  L.  Gower.  And  what  was  the  avow- 
ed source  of  that  information  communi- 
cated by  the  noble  lord,  to  the  wght  hon. 
gent.  ?  No  less  a  source  than  lord  Hutch- 
inson, who  had  at  that  time  but  just  ceased 
to  be  an  accredited  minister  himself. 
What  had  been  the  character  of  lord  H.'s 
mission  ?  Had  he  not  the  confidence  of 
the  Prussian  court  to  such  a  degree,  that 
he  felt  himself  warranted  in  advancing  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  30,000/.  for  the 
immediate  service  of  the  Russian  arrtiy  ? 
And  yet  they  were  to  be  told,  that  hi» 
lordship  was  to  be  loooked  upon,  in  dis- 
cussing the  present  question,  merely  in 
the  light  of  an  ordinary  English  fravellcr; 
if  so,  he  would  ask  the  noble  lord  why  hs 
thought  it  expedient  to  lay  such  stress 
upon  the  communication  made  to  him  by 
lord  H.  as  to  forward  it  with  his  other 
dispatches  to  the  foreign  minister  of  this 
country?  If  he  did  not  so  forward  it  on 
account  of  the  individual,  he  must  have 
forwarded  it  from  a  just  consideration  of 
its  importance.  But  this  importance  was 
ccwpled  with  no  necessity  of  secrecy,  or 
mysterious  apprehension  of  disclosure: 
and  why  not,  then,  give  it  to  the  house  and 
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lo  the  country  ?  The  qneation  of  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  ministers  reject- 
ing the  proffered  mediation  of  Russia 
might  depend  upon  that  information. 
And  yet,  in  answer  to  a  demand  for  such 
information,  they  were  told  ibrsooth>  that 
it  was  most  important  to  be  sure,  bot^  in 
its  own  nature  and  in  reference  to  a  great 
question  of  continental  policy,  but  that, 
unfortunately,  though  it  had  flowed  through 
the  customary  channel  of  accredited  agen- 
cy, it  had  not  sprung  from  it ;  for  that 
lord  H.  happened  not  at  that  time  to  be. 
accredited,  and  therefore  that  this  infor- 
mation, however  otherwise  desirable,  must 
be  withheld,  rather  than  the  etiquette 
diplomatique  should  be  violated.  But,  it 
seemed,  an  hon.  baronet  had  done  him  the 
favour  of  imputing  the  present  motion  to 
party  motives ;  the  hon.  baronet  was  ra- 
ther unfortunate  in  his  selection,  for  out  of 
the  nine  there  was  not  one  less  liable  to 
the  imputation,  than  that  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  baronet ;  for,  it  did  happen  that 
on  that  very  question  relative  to  the  Rus- 
sion  oiler  of  mediation  between  this  coun- 
try and  France,  he  and  his  right  hon. 
friends  did  not  so  entirely  agree  as  on  the 
Other  subjects.  The  hon.  baronet  had 
commented  upon  his  inability  to  preserve 
the  gravity  of  his  countenance,  during  a 
certain  part  of  his  speech.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
could  not  avoid  smiling,  when  the  hon. 
baronet  had  said  that  he  would  vote  for 
the  prod  action  of  those  papers  which  he 
knew  ministers .  had  already  acceded  to 
the  production  of;  and  accoraing  as  minis- 
ters assented  or  resisted,  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult to  divine  the  vote  of  the  hon.  barone^ 
In  a  word,  he  asked  for  information ;  he 
asked  for  official  documents  of  the  last 
importance,  and  to  the  production  of 
which  no  objection  of  secresy  or  confi- 
dence was  ?et  up — it  wa«  public  property, 
and  as  such  he  demondud  it.  He  feared 
that  its  intelligence  would  but  seWe  to 
confirm  what  at  a  future  day  he  should 
have  to  bring  before  the  house,  that  his 
majesty's  present  ministers  were  guilty 
of  a  fatal  error  in  rejecting^  the  proner  of 
Russian  mediation.  He  wished  before  he 
sat  down,  to  ask  the  noble  lord,  whether 
there  was  not  some  error,  probabl  v  of  print- 
ing, in  the  dates  of  some  of  his  dispatches  I 
There  were  three,  for  instance,  dated  2iid 
Sept.  though  it  was  evident  from  the  tenor, 
that  all  could  not  have  been  written  on 
the  same-  day.  '  There  were  two  more 
dated  the  9tb  Sept.  in  which  the  same  in- 
consistency Appeared* 


Lord  G.  L.  Cower  said  the  first  of  th^ 
three  notes  now  dated  the  2d  Sept.  was 
written  on  the  Ut,  but  by  an  error  of  the 
secretary  dated  as  the  others.  Of  the  two 
under  the  date  of  the  9th,  one  was  written 
on  that  day,  and  the  other  on  the  19th. 
This  date  was  altered  in  printing.  The 
assurances  alluded  to  in  the  Note  of  28th 
June,  addressed  to  gen.  Budberg,  were 
given  in  a  private  conference  by  the  em- 
peror of  Russia  at  Tilsit,  in  which  his  Impe- 
rial majesty  assured  him  (Id.  G.  L.  Gower), 
that  nothing  that  had  happened  should 
alter  his  friend Iv  disposition  and  attach- 
ment to  England,  satisfied  as  he  was  of  the 
fidelity  and  justice  of  the  principles  of  his 
Britannic  maj. — Mr.  Whitbread  then  with- 
drew his  first  motion ;  the  second,  calling 
for  Extracts  from  lord  G.  L.  Gower's  Dis- 
patch, containhig  the  assurances  referred 
to  in  his  Note  to  M.  de  Budberg,  28th 
June,  was  negatived ;  the  one  for  Copies 
of  all  assurances  of  co-operation  given  to 
the  courts  of  Russia  ana  Stockholm,  was 
acceded  to,  with  some  modification,  as 
were  all  the  others. 

Papers  rbe^atino  to  Military 
.Co-operation  on  the  Continent.] 
The  following  are  Copies  of  the  Papers 
presented  to  the  house  of  commons  in  pur- 
suance of  the  above  motion:  viz. 
PAPERS. 
Relating  to  Military  Co-opeea- 

TioN  on  the  Continent. 
No.  I.l— Dispatch  from  vise.  Howick  to 
Cb.  Stuart  esq.  his  majesty's  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersbnrgh,    dated    Downing.    Street, 
Oct.  28lli,  1806'. 
Sir;  The  accounts  of  the  unfortunate 
opening  of  the  Prussian  campaign  have 
been  received  here.    The  most  powerful 
and  Uie  most  immediate  succours  are  be- 
come indispensable  for  the  support  of  that 
government,  ^nd  if  the   Russian  armies 
should  not  yet  have  moved,  you  will  use 
the  most  pressing  instances  to  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburgh,  to  give  orders  for  their 
advancing  witliout  a  moment's  d^lay* 

Howick. 
No.  II. — Dispatch  from  vise.  Howick  to 
the  hon.  Henry  Pierrepoint,  bis  ma- 
jesty's envoy  extraordinary  and  mini- 
ster plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Stockholm,  dated    Downing    Street, 
Oct.  28tb,  1806. 
Sir,  The  melancholy  accounts  of  the 
first- events  of  the  war  between  ^  Prussia  and 
Francej-aud  of  the  unfortunate  Battle  of 
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tbe  14th  inst.  bave  been  received  here. 
Tiie  effect  of  these  disasters  would  indeed 
be  Qiost  fata^  if  it  should  imiuce  ^he  nei^h- 
boariDg  powers  from  a  despair  of  main- 
taining a  sacces^fnl  resistance  to  the  power 
of  France,  to  endeavour  to  purchase  their 
security  by  submission;  a  policy  wliicfa  the 
history  of  all  countries  that  have  pursued 
it,  has  proved  never  yet  to  have  been  ef-^ 
fectual  to  its  purpose. — ^Tbe  common  dan- 
ger which  is  now  become  so  much  more 
imminent  than  at  any  former  .period,  has 
animated  his  majesty  with  an  increased 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of*  using  his 
most  powerful  efforts  to  av^it  it ;  and  you 
will  continue,  in  pursuance  of  your  former 
Instructions,  to  urge  the  court  of  Stock- 
holm to  the  most  efibctual  application  of 
all  its  forces  in  aid  of  the  continental  war, 
which  its  own  security  as  well  as  the  gene- 
ral mterest  now  so  imperiously  requires. 

HowiCK. 
No.  in. — ^Ettract  of  a  Dispatch  from 

viscount  Uowick  to  Cbas.  Stuart  esq. 

dated    Downing    Street,    Nov.    4th, 

1806. 
It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  the  deepest  re- 
|rret  that  the  war  between  Prussia  and 
France  should  h&ve  commenced  under  such 
circumstances  as  to  preclude  the  co-opera- 
tion and  assistance  of  those  powers  who 
might  have  been  disposed  to  join  against 
the  common  enemy.  Under  the  present 
UQcertamty,  whether  the  disastrous  events 
which  have  attended  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  may  not  have  conrielled  Prussia 
4o  Submit  to  such  terms  as  tiie  French  may 
impose,  nothing  can  be  added  to  your  for- 
mer Instructions ;  but  you  will  continue  to 
give  the  most  positive  assurances  to  the 
court  of  St.  Peier^uf^h  of  the  steady  de- 
termin^ion  of  his  majesty  to  resist,  to 
the  utmost  of  his.  power,  all  pretensions 
injtu'ious  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and 
hiconsistent  with  the  general  interests  of 
Europe.  The  increase  of  the  danger  will 
animate  his  majesty  to  increased  exertions 
for  the  sake  of  the  common  c^use,  and  (h's- 
pose  bun  more  than  ever,  to  cultivate  the 
good  understanding  which  so  happily  sub- 
sists between  the  king  and  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  and  which  presents  the  only  hope 
for  the  preservation  of  '  the  liberties  of 
maBkind. 
No.  IV.^-Extracts  of  a  Dispatch  from 

Charles  Stuart  esq.  to  visct.  Howick, 

dated  St  Petersburgh,  Nov.  4th,  1 6<i6. 

—Received  Dec.  1st. 
General  Budherg  in  the  cour^  of  the 


conversation  which  took  place  this  day,  re-* 
presented  to  me  the  inconvenience  and  tho 
difficulty  of  impedmg  the  payment  of  the 
troops  stationed  beyond  the  frontiers,  as 
highly  unfavourable  to  the  efforts  of  this 
cdnntryi  and  told  me  tliat  he  had  already 
consulted  with  the  minister  of  finance  re- 
specting tbe  possibility  of  raising  a  Russian 
loan  in  England  to  a  coisiderabje  amount. 
His  exc*  requested  me  to  state  if  I  thought 
his  majesty's  government  would  be  dispo5* 
ed  to  encourage  and  facilitate  the  under- 
taking 1  I  replied,  that  although  G.  Britain 
had  sufficiently  proved  a  desire  to  forward 
every  measure  donnected  with  the  common 
cause,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  give  a 
satisikctory  answer,  unless  I  knew  the 
amount  of  the  -security,  and  terms  upon 
which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  sum  re* 
quired.  Baron  Budberg  assured  me  he 
had  hitherto  so  little  considered  the  subject, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  reply  to  these 
questions,  though  he  begged  I  would  men- 
tion the  wish  as  expressed  on  his  part, 
to  the  king's  government ;  observing,  when 
I  mentioned  tlie  circumstances  respecting 
the  former  Austrian  Loan,  thut  the  present 
proposition  differed  widely  from  that  of 
the  court  of  Vienna,  because  il  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  emperor  to  demand  a 
subsidy. 

No.  v.— Note  from  Baron  Nicolay^ 
6harg4  d'Affaires  from  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  Russia  at  this  eourt,  to 
viscount  Howick,  dated  5th  Nov. 
1806\ 
Baron  Nicolay  presents  respects  to  lord 
Howick,  and  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
to  his  exc.  a  cq>y  of  a  dispatch  which  he 
has  just  received  from  his  court.  He^ac* 
quits  himself  at-  the  same  time,  of  the  or-, 
der  which  it  contains,  to  inform  his  exc. 
the  secretary  of  state;  "  that  his  majesty 
the  emperor,  not  having  made  any  prohi- 
bition with  regard  to  the  commercial  rela^ 
lions  between  Russia  and  France,  each  im- 
dividual  of  the  Russian  nation  has  the 
right  of  freighting  vessels  for  the  Qort  of 
France,  and  of  importing  its  merchandize.^' 
— Baron  Nicolay  flatters  himself  that  this 
new  declaration,  if  indeed  it  were  still  ne^ 
cessary  after  the  frequent  communications 
which  he  has  already  had  the  honour  to 
make  to  his  exc.  upon  the  same  subject, 
will  contribute  to  accelerate  the  restitutioa 
of  the  Russian  property  detained  here,  on 
account  of  which  baron  Nicolay  has  hatf 
the  honour  of  addressing  himself  to  lord 
Howick  on  the  22nd  ult.     He  embraces 
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ibis  opportunity  to  iiitrcat  bis  exc.  to  be  so 
good  as  to  eoable  him  to  retaraan  answer 
to  bis  court,  upon  tbe  diffi»rent  subjects, 
tvfaich  he  bad  the  honour  to  submit  to  lord 
Howick  at  the  same  time,  and  particularly 
upon  that  which  relates  to  the  imperial 
gymnasium  at  Volhynia,  and  he  is  anxious  to 
renew  to  \m  lordship  thei  secretary  of  state 
tbe  assurance  of  his  nio^t  high  considera- 
tion. London,  24th  October  (5th  Novem- 
ber,) 18()6. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  V.) 

Sir;  In  pursuance  of  what  I  wrote  to  you 
on  the  nth,  instant,  respecting  the  claims 
of  the  merchants  (ilouhofF,  Kelmund  and 
company,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
speak  further  to  you  on  a  subject,  upon 
which  I  have  just  received  instructions,  and 
relative  to  which  you  also  will  equally  have 
to'ex plain  yourself  to  the  English  govern- 
ment, tor  the, purpose  of  removing  every 
pretext  which  could  be  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  retarding  the  decision  of  those 
proceedings.  The  court  of  admiralty  in 
London,  requiring  that  the  Russian  mer- 
chants should  give  some  proof  of  the  trade 
with  France  having  been  allowed  them, 
during  the  rupture  between  the  t^o  coun- 
tries, you  will  represent  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, tliat  bis  majesty  the  emperor  jiot 
having  ni'udc  any  prohibition  with  regard  to 
,  this  point,  each  individual  of  the  Russian 
nation  has  the  right  of  freighting  vessels 
for  the  port^  of  France,  and  of  importing 
its  merchandize,  especially  as  during  tbe 
whole  course  of  the  late  events  the  com- 
mercial relations  between  tbe  two*  powers 
have  not  been  interrupted,  which  is  proved 
by  the  Tesidence  of  the  respective  agents 
and  consuls,   lam,  &c.  A.  De  Budbe^g. 

No.  VI. — Note  from  viscount  Howick 
to  baron   Nicolay,    dated    Downing 

.    Street,  Nov.  10th,  1S()6. 

Tbe  undersigned  lost  no  time  in  referring 
to  the  king's  advocate  the  scyeral  represen- 
tations made  by  baron  Nicolay,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Russian. vessels  trading  to  the 
enemas  ports,  which  had  been  detained 
and  brought  into  the  ports  of  6.  Britain. 
The  answers  were  only  received  this  morn- 
ing, and  are  transmitted  herewith.— The 
undersigned  has  already,  in  his  personal  in-, 
terview  uith  baron  Nicolay,  explained  to 
bim  the  principle  upon  which  these  vessels 
have  bt-en  detained. — By  the  general  law 
of  nations,  all  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween belligerent  states  is  interdicted  by 
the  very  nature  and  existence  of  war;, and 
the  property  of  persons  engaged  in  such  a 


trade  is  liable  to  confiscation,  unless  tbey 
have  tlie  express  licence  and  permission  of 
their  own  sovereign  to  cary  it  on.  This 
rule  has  been  applied  hitlierto  by  tbe  Bri- 
tish government  equally  to  its  own  subjects, 
and  to  those  of  its  ally,  presuming  that 
Russia  would  do  the  same:  and  it  being 
nncertaui  whether  any  or  what  permission 
had  been  granted  to  the  subjects  of  Russia 
to  cany  on  a  trade  with  the  enemy, Russiai| 
ships  coming  from  the  enemy's  ports  have 
been  detained  by  the  British  cruizers. — It 
appearing,  however,  from  the  baron  de 
Nicolay's  note  of  the  (}th  instant,  that  the 
subjects  of  Russia  are  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  this  general  principle,  by  the 
declaration,  that  his  imperial  majesty  had 
not  thought  proper  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial relations  subsisting  between  Ruv 
sia  and  Frai.ce,  and  considered  his  subjects 
as  authorized,  under  this  permission,  to 
freight  vessels  for  the  ports  of  France,  and 
to  bring  luick  merchandize  in  return,  im- 
mediate orders' will  be  given  for  the  release 
of  all  Russian  ships  which  have  been 
brought  into  tlie  British  ports,  and  which 
appear  to  have  been  freighted  with  articles 
of  an  innocent  nature. — All  articles  of  a 
contrary  description,  and  particularly  naval 
stores,  the  British  government  feels  confi- 
dent that  it  could  niver  be  the  intention  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia  to  sufler  his  subjects, 
in  the  present  war,  to  transport  to  the  ports 
of  France.  In.  a  war  in  which  those  two 
powers  are  engaged  as  allies,  it  never  could 
l)e  wise  or  just  for  either  to  sufier  tbe  enemy 
to  be  supplied  with  those  means  of  offence 
which  could  only  be  directed  agaiast  their 
common  interests. — ^The  undersigned,  there- 
fore, at  the  same  time  that  he  is  command- 
ed to  express  his  majesty's  readiness  to  af- 
ford all  reafionable  facilities  to  the  subjects 
of  Russia,  in  carrying  on  a  trade  with  the 
enemy  in  innocent  articles,  (so  long  as  such 
trade- shall  be  continued  to  be  sanctioned 
by  his  imperial  majesty),  is  ^Iso  instructed 
to  request,  that  an  express  interdiction  may 
be  issued  by  the  Ruslsian  government, 
against  sending  naval  stores  to  tlie  ports 
of  the  eneipy,.  as  by  furnishing  si^ch  sup- 
plies, the  greatest  injury  must  necessarily 
be  occasioned  to  the  common  cause  in 
which  the  two  powers  are  so  happily  united. 
— With  respect  to  ihe  particular  cases  re- 
presented in'  baron  Nicolay's  notes  of  the 
22  of  October,  the  undersigned  refers  him 
to  the  accompaiiyfng  report  from  tlie*kiog's 
advocate.  Theundersigned>&c.  HfjwiCK. 
No,  VII.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
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Charles' Stuart,  esq.  to  viscount  Ho\v- 
ick,  dated  St.  Petersburgh,  November 
,  19th,  I8O6, 

I  have  not  ceased  to  press  general  Bud- 
berg  to  communicate  to  me,  sucii  details 
respecting  the  loan  .which  it  is  proposed  to 
be  raised  in  England  on  account  of  the 
Russian  government,  as  may  enable  his 
majestys  ministers  early  to  decide  whether 
it  would'  be  possible  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  court  of  St.  Pelersburgh. 
lu  a  conversation  which  took  place  yester- 
day his  exc.  informed  me  that  he  had 
spoken  with  the  minister  of  finance,  and  it 
is  calculated  that  six,  or  if  possible  seven  mil- 
lions sterling  will  be  the  amount  of  the  sum 
which  they  desire  to  raise  by  this  method ; 
that  the  capital  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  secured  in  whatever  manner  may 
be  deemed  most  eligible,  though  he  said 
tliat  the  Russian  customs  will,  he  hopes,  be 
deemed  an  adequate  security  in  case  the 
proposition  should  be  encouraged  in  Eng- 
land.— His  exc.  did  not  state  4 he  term  or 
the  mode  of  repayment,. but  said,  he  would 
very  shortly  send  a  messenger  to  England 
with  further  particulars,  and  suggested  that 
some  person  versed  in  financial  afiairs 
should  be  authorized  to  settle  the  further 
details  with  this  government.  Though  th« 
amount  of  the  sum  may  perhaps  appear 
considerable,  I  nmst  observe  that  the  cus- 
toms offer  full  security  for  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  interest. 

No.  8. — ^Extract  of  a  dispatch  from 
Charles  Stuart,  esq.  to  vise,  Howick, 
dated  St  Petersburgh,Nov.  28lh  I8O6. 
— Received  Jan.  2d,  1807. 

General  Budberg  lately  told  me  that  his 
imperial  majesty  had  expressly  directed  him 
to  urge  the  expediency  of  partial  expedi- 
tions ou  the  coast  of  France  and  Holland, 
for  the  purpose  of  distracting  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy,  and  impeding  the  march 
of  the  French  reserves. 

No.  9.— Dispatch  from  Charles  Stuart, 
esq.  to  vise,  Howick,  dated  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  Nov.  2Slh,  I8O6.— Received 
Jan.  2d,  I8O7. 

M^  lord,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  note  I  received  yesterday  from 
general  Budlierg,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
k)an  which  this  government  purposes  to 
raise  in  England,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  answer  wfaich  I  thought  the  most  suita- 
ble, .  as.  the  determination  which  may  be 
adopted  by  his  majesty's  mimsters  can  be 
BO  way  biassed  by  mere  civil  assurances 
on  my  part-^In  addition  to  the  particulars 
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communicated  in  my  dis|)atch.  No.  55*  1 
have  since  learned  that  to  insure  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  at  the  end  of  twenty 
years,  a  Caisse  d'Amortissement  or  sinking 
fund  will  be  established,  and  an  adequate 
branch  of  the  Revenue  will  be  set  apart  to 
accumulate  as  soon  as  the  two  goveruments 
shall  have  arranged  every  difficulty, — Gene- 
ral Budberg  appears  desirous  that  this  mat- 
ter shall  be  brought  to  an  early  conclusion, 
and  has  repeatedly  assured  me  that  the 
remittance  of  specie  rather  tiian  bills  will  be 
a  great  convenience  to  the  Russian  courU 
I  am,  A:c.  Ch,  Stuart. 

(First  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  9.)  . 

The  very  critical  state  to  which  the  dis- 
asters of  Prussia  have  reduced  the  affairs  of 
the  good  cause,  far  from  abating  the  'ener- 
gy with  which  his  imperial  majesty  is  re- 
solved to  maintain  it,  has  caused  him  to  take 
the  resolution  of  employing  all  his  efforts  to 
check  and  repel  that  torrent,  the  progress 
of  which  will  meet  with  no  further  obsta- 
cle on  the  continent,  but  in  the  power  of 
Russia.  The  extraordinary  expences  which 
the  vigorous  measures  in  which  his  imperial 
majesty  is  engaged  for  the  support  of  the 
present  war,  will  impose  upon  him,  re- 
quiring sums  which  cannot  s^t  this  moment 
be  drawn  from  the  resources  df  Russia  with 
that  promptitude  which  circumstances  de- 
mand, his  imperial  majesty  has  charged  the 
undersigned  to  propose  to  his  Britannick 
majesty's  government,  by  means  of  hU 
minister  plenipotentiary,  that  a  loan  should 
be  opened  in  England  upon  the  followmg 
basis :  ist.  The  sum  to  be  borrowed  is  six 
millions  of  pounds  sterling.  2d.  Of  this 
sum  one  third  shall  detivered  in  gold, 
either  in  bullion  or  coined ;  another  third 
in  silver,  either  in  bullion  or  coined  \  and 
the  other  in  bills  of  exchange.  3d.  If  the 
British  government  will  not  undertake  to 
convey  this  gold  and  silver  to  the  ports  of 
Russia,  tlie  remittance  of  them  nmy  be  made 
in  England  to  Messieurs  Harman  and  com- 
pany, bankers,  accredited  by  the  court  of 
Russia.  4th.  The  account  of  tlie  loan 
shall  be  kept  in  pounds  sterling ;  the  pay- 
ment of  tl»e  capital,  as  well  as  of  the  in- 
terest, shall  l>e^  made  in  the  same  money. 
5th.  The  term  of  the  Icfan  shall  be  fixed  at 
twenty  years,  at  the  saiAe  time  agreeing  that 
Russia,  duriog  the  first  twelve  years,  shall 
have  to  repay  as  much  of  the  capital  as  1he 
balance  of  her  commerce  and  the  state  qf 
her  revenue  will  enable  her  to  discharge ; 
and  that  during  the  last  eight  years,  the 
remainder  of  the  capital  shall  J>e  reimbursed 
2S 
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in  equal  portions.  6lh.  Tbc  interest  of  the 
sums  which  shall  have  been  delivered  in 
virtue  of  the  loan,  shall  be  at  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  and  until  the  sitid  loan  shall 
ba\e  been  filled  up  and  compleated,  tbrre 
or  four  periods  in  the  year  shall  be  fixed  upon 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest. — It  would 
be  very  desirable  that  the  imperial  treasury 
should  receive  on  account  of  this  loan  an 
advance  of  oue  million  of  pounds  sterling, 
either  coined  or  in  bullion,  which  may  be 
sent  as  soon  as  possible,  and  l)efore  the 
navigation  is  shut  up. — ^Tiie  undersigned,  in 
acquitting  himself  of  the  duty  with  which  he 
is  charged  to  Mr.  Stuart,  flatters  himself, 
that  aware  as  he  is  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  which  are  to  be  decided  by  the  ef^ 
forts  of  his  imperial  majesty,  he  will  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  the  propositions  just 
communicated  to  him,  and  that  his  acknow- 
leged  zeal  for  the  interests  of  the  good  cause, 
and  for  the  pruiciples  upon  which  the  strict 
alliance  of  the  two  courts  chiefly  rests,  will 
lead  him  on  this  occasion  to  concur  in  the 
views  of  the  emperor,  by  making  known,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  his  government,  the 
proposals  contained  In  the  present  commu- 
jiication.     He  seizes  this  occasioii;&c. 

A;  DE  BUDBEEG. 

(Second  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  9.) 
The  repeated  proofs  of  h\s  Britannick 
majesty's  attachment  to  that  cause  which 
protects  the  liberties  of  Europe,  are  suffi- 
ciently notorious,  to  remove  ttU  doubt  as  to 
bis  sincere  desire  to  concur  in  and  even  to 
anticipate  the  wishes  of  his  only  ally  in  the 
glorious  struggle  which  the  two  powers 
continue  to  maintain. — ^The  sentiments,  ex- 
.  pressed  in  the  note  of  his  excellency  general 
Bud  berg,  are  jierfectly  analogous  to  the 
invariable  principles  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  unless  there  exist  serious,  con- 
siderations with  which  the  undersigned  is 
imacquainted,  he  has  only  to  perform  the 
duty  of  reporting  them  to  his  government, 
in  order  to  ensure  a  favourable  result  to  the 
desires  announced  on  the  part  of  his  im- 
perial majesty.     The  undersigned,  &:c. 

C.  StuaRT. 
No.  10. — Extract  of  a  Di.spatch  from 
vise.  Howick  to  the  marq.  of  Douglas, 
bis  majesty's  ambassador  at  the  court 
of  St.   Petersburgh,  dated   Downing 
street,  Dec.  4th,  18()6.     . 
This  dispatch  I  hope  will  find  your  lord- 
ship safely  arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and 
.enjoying  good  health- af^er  the  fatigues  of 
so  long  a  journey  at  so  bad  a  season.— ^Mr. 
btuart's  dispatches  to  Ko.  47inclusive»\v'ith 


the  exception  of  No.  43,  which  has  not  yet 
l>een  received,  have  been  laid  before  the 
king.— Hb  majesty  has  seen  with  great 
satisfaction  the  resolution  expressed  hy  the 
cabinet  of  St.  Petersburgh,  in  consequence 
of  the  accounts  which  had  been  received 
there,  of  the  unfortunate  battle  of  the  14th 
Oct.  It  is  by  such  a  spirit  alone  that  the 
affavs  of  Europe  can  be  retrieved,  and  your 
lordship  will  not  fail  to  express  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner,  the  entire  concurrence  of 
his  majesty  in  the  generous  sentiments 
entertained  by  his  imperial  ally. — These 
assurances  I  have  already  given  to  Mr. 
Nicolay,  who  has  made  a  confidential  com- 
munication to  me,  of  the  contents  of  the 
dispatches  received  from  liis  court,  of  the 
same  date  as  Mr.  Stuarts.— Among  other 
things  he  is  instructed  to  invite  this  go- 
vernment to  a  frank  and  explicit  coranm- 
nication  of  its  views  with  respect  to  the 
present  crisis.  To  this  I  could  only  answer 
generally,  there  being  at  this  moment  no 
question  of  any  particular  military  opera- 
tion, that  the  same  Opinion  is  entertained 
here  as  at  St.  Petersbur|li,  of  the  necessity 
of  combmed  exertions  to  resist  the  increas- 
ing danger,  and  of  a  full  and  unreserved 
confidence  on  all  points  connected  with  the 
interests  of  the  common  cause. 

No.   11. — Extract  of  a  dispatch   from 
Charles  Stuart,  esq.  to  vise.  Howick, 
dated  St.  Petersburgh,  18th  December 
I8O6.— Received  Jan.  32d,  I8O7. 
At  court  this  morning  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty urged  in  the  strongest  terms  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  diversion  on  the  enemy  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  by  a  powerful  expedition 
to  the  coasts  of  France  or  Holland. 
'  No.  J  2.— Extract  of  a   dispatch  from 
Charles  Stuart,  esq.  to  vise.  Howick, 
dated  St.  Petersburgh,  2d  Jan.  1 8O7. 
— Received  Feb.  6th. 
I  did  not  fail  to  press  on  general  Bud- 
berg,  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment :  I  can  however  only  draw  from  that 
minister  a  repetition  of  the  language  I  for- 
merly detailed  on  this  subject,  accompanied 
by  a   complaint  that  the  whole   of  the 
enemy's  forces  are  directed  against  Russia 
at  a  moment  when  Great  Britain  does  not 
shew  any  disposition  to  diminish  the  danger, 
by   a  diversion  against  Frailce  and  Hol- 
land. 

No.  13r — ^Extract  of  a  dispatch  from 
vise.  Howick  to  the  marq.  of  Doug- 
las, dated  Downing  Street,  13th  Jan. 
I8O7. 
With  respect  to  the  loan  proposed  to  b« 
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raised  here  for  the  use  of  Russia,  upon 
which  I  gave  your  lordship  reason  lo  ex- 
pect further  details,  I  have  nothing  very 
satisfactory  to  state  to  you.  The  informa- 
tion sent  to  M.  Nicolay  with  a  view  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  object  is  very  in- 
sufficient, at  least  he  professes  to  have  re- 
ceived nothing  more  than  the  mere  copy  of 
the  note  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Stuart.^ — It 
must  be  obvious  that  this  paper  could  not 
liimish  that  minister  with  the  authority 
which  was  necessary  in  so  complicated  and 
difficult  a  busmess.  In  fact  M.  Nicolay 
has  met  with  so  many  difficulties  in  bis 
communications  with  the  monied  interest 
in  the  city,  that  he  has  found  no  other  re- 
source than  that  of  applying  for  the  gua- 
rantee of  this  government,  without  which  it 
is  stated  that  no  loan  can  be  raised  for  the 
use  of  Russia,  except  upon  terms  extremely 
dbadvantageous  to  that  country. — ^To  this 
proposition,  which  is  not  even  hinted  at  in 
the  Russian  note,  your  lordship  will  at  once 
see  the  obvious  and  insurmountable  objec- 
tions. It  is  impossible  that  his  majesty's 
government  should  make  itself  responsible 
for  so  large  a  sum  as  six  millions,  the 
annual  taxation  for  the  interest  of  which, 
combined  with  any  adequate  sinking  fund, 
if  it  should  ultimately  fall  on  this  country, 
would  amount  to  little  less  than  •60(>,()0()/. 
sterling.  The  examples  of  the  Austrian 
loans  arc  too  recent  to  allow  any  one  to 
doubt  that  a  loan  thus  secured,  must  in 
effect  be  considered  as  a  subsidy ;  and 
would  be  so  regarded  by  parliament  were 
such  a  proposition  brought  forward  there. 
•—it  may  indeed  be  said  that  the  resotirccs* 
of  Russia  are  greater  than  those  of  Austria, 
and  her  credit,  from  the  punctuality  whh 
which  former  loans  have  been  discharged, 
better  established.  But  here  we  must  re- 
mark the  diiiercHce  bet'ween  a  loan  nego- 
tiated with  individuals,  and  one  borrowed, 
(for  such  would  be  the  effect  of  tlie  pro- 
posed guarantee)  from  another  state.  In 
the  one  case  the  hope  of  raising  future  sup- 
lies  in  tlie  same  way  must  depend  on  the 
faith  which  is  observed  in  the  engagenieiils 
entered  into  respecting  them.  Where  the 
debt  is  to  fail  on  another  power,  in  the  event 
of  any  interruption  of  friendship  between 
the  two  governments,  and  still  more  in  the 
possibility,  (I  trust  very  improbable  case) 
of  an  actual  rupture  between  them,  the  de- 
fire  of  distressing  an  enemy  may  be  felt 
more  strongly  than  the  obligations  of  good 
faith ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  violation 
q(  that  principle  is  not  so  certainly  pro- 
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ductive  of  future  disadvantage. — An  : 
dual  who  has  no  object  but  pec 
profit  will  not  again  trust  to  promises 
have  been  broken;  but  it  may  m 
reasonably  be  presumed  that  as  a  g< 
ment  does '  not  contract  engagemei 
this  nature,  without  having  some  p< 
interest  of  its  own  involved  in  ther 
recurrence  of  a  similar  interest  may  i 
it  to  overlook  the  failure  of  former  er 
ments.  In  addition  to  all  this,  on  a  g 
principle  of  national  policy,  it  would  i 
wise,  whatever  may  be  our  reliance  o 
honour,  the  good  faith,  and  the  i 
friendship  of  Russia,  to  implicate  oui 
in  an  arrangetneut,  which  if  our  p 
good  understanding  should  at  any 
cease,  might  enable  that  power  in  a  na 
of  great  difficulty  to  throw  upon  u 
additional  burthen  of  so  large  an  a 
taxation,  as  that  which  I  have  already  s 
— I  have  dwelt  so  much  at  length  c 
reasons  which  must  operate  conclu 
against  a  compliance  with  this  reque 
order  that  your  lordship  may  be  ful 
prized  of  the  propriety  of  the  deterraii 
which  has  been  adopted,  and.  of  the  i 
sity  of  its  been  steadily  adhered  to. 
facility  that  can  be  given  to  any  use  1 
can  makex)f  her  own  credit,  in  this  th< 
remaining  money  market  in  Europe,  w 
afforded.  In  the  negociation  of  the 
formerly  raised  by  that  power  in  Ho 
similar  difficulties  were  experienced 
they  are  understood  to  have  been  ob 
by  obtaining  the  security,  for  which  a 
price  was  paid,  of  merchants  of  well  i 
iisbed  credit,  such  as  Alexander  Hop 
Co.  of  Amsterdam,  and  others.  '. 
seems  to  be  uo  reason  why  a  similar 
dient  should  not  be  resorted  to  now,  \ 
the  terms  should  be  worse  than  is  1 
wished,  this  is  an  evil  which  must  be 
mitted  to ;  nor  is  it  reasonable  th 
order  to  avoid  this  difficulty ^^he  finan 
this  country  should,  after  fourteen  ye; 
unparalleled  exertion,  be  subjected 
great  an  additional  burthen. — ^Thepecu 
enibarrassmenls  of  the  moment,  an 
unavoidable  result  of  the  present  un] 
nate  stale  of  public  affars,  and  even 
country  itself,  great  as  its  credit  and  \\ 
sources  are,  is  not  altogether  exempt 
tliem. — In  the  course  of  the  discu! 
which  have  taken  place  on  this  subji 
has  been  suggested  that  an  additional 
lity  might  be  afforded  by  some  arr 
ment  for  better  securing  to  the  cre< 
the  receipt  of  the  interest  m  England 
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au  idea  has  occurred,  tliat  by  a  suppression 
of  the  customs  on  British  merchandize  im- 
ported into  Russia,  and  the  im])Qsition  of  au 
equivalent  export  duly  here,  this  mi^ht  be 
effected ;  a  separate  account  being  kept  of 
the  duties  so  raised,  and  their  strict  appli- 
catioh  carefully  provided  for^  by  paying 
over  tlie  whole  of  them  as  fast  as  they  are 
collected,  into  the  hands  of  commissioners 
or  trustees,  who  might  be  compelled  by 
law  faithfully  to  apply  the  whole  to  those 
purposes  only,  to  which  it  would  be  so  ap- 
propriated. Though  it  does  not  seem  pro- 
bable that  the  present  plan  of  raising  a  loan 
will  be  pursued  much  fartherjt  maybe  useful 
to  make  some  enquiry  upon  tltis  subject,  with 
a  view  to  any  future. demands  of  the  same 
nature,  and  to  throw  out  the  idea  to  M. 
Bud  berg,  as  one  wliich  has  been  su;;gested 
by  an  extreme  desire  to  iind  some  mode 
of  facilitating  the  object  which  is  in  view, 
without  subjecting  this  country  to  sacrifices 
which  cannot,  in  justice,  be  expected  from 
Ler.  Your  lordship  will  therefore  endea- 
vour to  obtain  the  most  accurate  informa- 
tion of  the  amount  and  sources  of  the 
Russian  revenue,  of  the  mode  of  its  coilec- 
tion^of  the  amount  of  public  debt  to  which 
it  is  pledged,  and  on  what  branches  of  the 
revenue  the  payment  of  such  debt  and  the 
interest  is  secured,  and  particularly  of  the 
possibility'  of  any  such  transfer  of  duties  as 
that  which  I  have  above  suggested. — ^The 
arrangement  which  I  announced  to  your 
lordship  in  my  last  dispatch  for  the  irame- 
diate^raosmission  of  500,000/.  in  specie,  on 
account  of  the  late  subsidy,  has  been  com- 
pleted. The  necessary  declarations  were  this 
morning  exchanged  between  M.de  Nicolay 
and  me  j  and  the  money  will  be  immediately 
shipped  for  Gottenburg,  on  board  the 
Quebec  frigate.  It  is  to  be  expected  that 
Russia  may  make  some  complaints  of  what 
may  perhaps  be  considered  as  an  unwillipg- 
ness  on  the  part  of  this  government  to  come 
to  ber  assistance.  M.  de  Nicolay  indeed, 
IB  a  conversation  this  morning  ^ith  lord 
Grenviile  and  myself,  thew  out  some  bints 
to  this  effect,  and  even  asked  if  it  was  no 
longer  the  intention  of  this  country  to  make 
common  cause  with  Russia?  To  this  the 
answer  is  obvious  and  easy.  A  refusal  to 
comply. with  a  request  unreasonable  ia itself 
and  injurious  to  this  country,  ought  not  to 
give  rise  to  any  Such  suspicion. — Your  Idp. 
-  will  find  no  difBculty  in  producing  abundant 
proofs  from  the  king's  past  conduct ;  and 
you  will  repeat,  iir  the  strongest  manner, 
-tresli  assuntnces  of  his  majesty's  earnest  de- 


sire to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  his  power 
to  the  support  of  an  ally,  with  whom, 
uhether  in  peace  or  war,  the  king  finds  bis 
own  interest  so  closely  connected ;  but  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  so  great  and  power- 
ful an  empire  as  Russia  can  fail  to  find  in 
its  own   resources,  abundant    means  for 
its  own  defence.     Should  au  inability  to  do 
this  be  avowed,  it  would  leave  little  hope  of 
success  in  a  war,  the  whole  burthen  of 
which  must  then  rest  upon  Englnnd. — His 
maj.  has  at  no  time  shewn  a  backwardness 
to  second  the  efforts  of  the  continentar 
powers ;  but  the  case  is  not  now  of  an 
auxiliary  force  which  this  government  is 
endeavouring  to  draw  out  for  purposes  of 
offence,  and  the  expences  of  which  are  to 
be  defrayed  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
resources  of  the  power  which  furnishes  it. 
— Russia,  attacked  on  her  own  frontiers,  is 
become  a  principal  in  the  war,  and  his  maj. 
will  be  ready  to  afford  her  all  the  succour, 
which  in  that  chaarcter,  she  can  justly  claim, 
and  which  the  common  interests  may  re- 
quire.— But  in  looking  forward  to  a  pro- 
tracted  contest,  for  which  the  successes, 
and  above  all  the  inveterate  enmity  of  tlie 
French  government,  must  oblige  this  coun- 
try to  provide,  his  majesty  fells  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  preserve  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, the  resources  to  be  derived  from  the 
tried  affections  of  his  people.        Ho  wick. 
No,  14.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  C. 
Stuart,  esq.  to  vise.  Howick,  dated  St. 
Petersburgh,  Jan.   14lh,  I8O7.— Re- 
ceived Feb.  27. 
1  must  not  conceal  from  your  lordslup 
that  the  apparent  silence  of  his  majesty's 
government  respecting  a  military  diversion 
on  the  coast  of  France,  has  not  produced  a 
favourable  effect  on  the  opmion  either  of 
the  ministers  or  the  public  of  this  country. 
No.  15^— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the 
marq.  of  Douglas,  to  vise.  Howick, 
dated  St.  Petersburgh,  Jan.s6tb  1 807. 
Before  [conclude,  I  must  inform  your 
lordship  that  baron  Bodberg  <;omplained  of 
the  situation  in   which  Russia   was   now 
placed,  being  lefl  to  combat  alone  against 
France,  without  either  support  on  one  side 
or  diversion  on  the  other. 

No.  l6'.-n-Extract  of  a  di^atch  from  the 
marq«  of  Douglas  to  vise.  Howick, 
dated  St.  Petersburgh,  Feb.  4th,  1807. 
.  Duriug  this  interview  general  Budberg 
seized  evei;y  occasion  of  complaining  of  tb« 
Russians  being  left  without  militaiy  assist- 
ance on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  An 
attack  on  aay  part^  the  coast  of  Fnmetj 
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or  even  the  alann  of  an  attack  proniufgated 
with  confidence,  would  tend  to  relieve 
Russia  from  the  concentrated  forces  of  the 
French  army. — ^Was  any  measure  of  this 
kind  to  be  adopted  I  am  persuaded  I  should 
no  longer  hear  ^ny  arguments  aj^inst  the 
ulterior  guarantee ;  not  that  I  omitted  to 
remind  the  general  that  after  what  had 
been  done  in  Italy,  and  what  was  ready  to 
be  done  at  Constantinople,  Great  Britain 
could  never  be  considered  as  a  negative 
ce-adjutor  whether  in  reference  to  the 
common  cause  or  in  reference  to  her  im- 
mediate friends  and  allies. 

No.  17.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
the  mavq.  of  Douglas  to  vise.  Howiek, 
dated  St.  Petersburgh,  Feb.  8th,  I8O7. 
His  excellency  said,  that  the  court  of 
Petersburgh  being  now  abandoned  to  her 
own  resources,  was  entitled  to  expect  some 
efforts  which  may  divert  the  attention  of 
the  French  government,  before  they  con- 
sent to  enter  into  any  engagement  which  is 
likely  to  create  future  dilierences  with  that 
power  upon  a  subject  not  immediately  in- 
teresting to  Russia. 

No.  1  tii.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the 
marq.  of  Douglas  to  vise.   Howiek, 
dated   St.   Petersburgh,    Feb.    Idtb, 
1807.-~Heceived  March  8lh. 
I  caimot  suiiiciently  express  the  extreme 
anxiety  felt    here    that   some  expedition 
abould  be  undertaken  by  G.  Britain  to  di- 
vert  the    general    concentration    of   the 
French  troops  from  the  banks  (^  the  Vis- 
tula. 

No.  19.— Extract  of  a  Note  from  gen. 
Bi<dberg  to  the  marq.   of  Donglas, 
dated  Feb.J  st,  1 8O7.— Transmitted  by 
the  marq.  of  Douglas  ami  received 
March  8th. 
The  undersigned  has  already  had  occa- 
^on  to  observe  to  the  ambassador  the  mar- 
quis of  Douglas  and  Clydesdale,  that  par- 
tkil  and  separate  expeditions  cannot  influ- 
ence the  general  operations  in  an  impres- 
sive manner,  and  that  a  vague  assurance, 
tuch  as,  "  We  shall  soon  see  what  England 
will  do,^'  cannot  be  sufficiently  satisfactory 
in  circumstances  so  imminently  criticaLas 
the  present.    The  emperor  is  therefore  de- 
sirous that  the  British  government  should 
make  known  to  him  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible detail,  the  plans  which  it  may  have  in 
view,  in  order  to  effect  a  powerful  diversion 
upon  one  or  any  of  the  points  of  the  coasts 
subject  to  the  enemy ;  and  that  in  general 
it  should  conununicate  to  his  ministry,  such 
views  and  {Hrqiects^  the  execution  of  which 


it  may  judge  capable  of  contributing  t6  the 
success  of  the  comnloii  cause.  His  impe- 
rial  majesty  thinks  himself  the  more  jus^ 
tified  in  expressmg  this  wish,  as  at  all  timet 
he  has  prescribed  it  as  a  duty  to  his  cabi^ 
net  to  communicate  to  that  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  every  thing  that 
might  interest  it  upon  this  subject,  and  as^ 
in  point  of  fact,  the  British  government 
has  been  regularly  informed  of  all  the  mea« 
snres  which,  in  the  course  of  events,  have 
been  adopted  by  Russia,  and  has  been  ac« 
quainted  with  the  forces  which  she  has  em^ 
ployed  on  such  points  where  their  presence 
has  been  judged  useful  to  the  interests  of 
the  allied  courts. 

No.  20.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
vise.  Howiek  to  the  marq.  of  Douglas^ 
dated  Downing  St  reel,  Feb.  20th  1 807. 

With  respect  to  military  diversions,  youf 
exc.  must  at'  once  have  been  prepared  to 
state  to  the  Russian  government  the  ex« 
treme  difficulty  of  any  maritime  operations 
at  the  present  season.  The  difficulty  and 
danger  indeed  at  all  seasons  of  landing  in  a 
country  such  as  France,  where  the  means 
exist  of  collecting,  in  a  short  time,  a  much 
larger  force  than  any  that  can  be  sent  from 
this  country,  and  from  whence  there  can  be 
no  secure  retreat,  must  be  sufficiently  ap- 
parent. All  that  can  at  present  be  said  there- 
tore  on  this  head  is,  that  if  a  favourable  op- 
portunity should  arise,  his  majesty  will  b^ 
desirous  of  exerting  his  utmost  efforts  to  dis- 
tress the  enemy  upon  any  point  which  may 
present  an  advantageous  opening  to  assist 
the  general  operations  of  the  war. 

No.  21. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
vise.  Howiek  to  the  marq.  of  Douglas, 
dated.  Downing  Street,  March  7th 
I807. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  former  dis- 
patches (to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
excellency)  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of 
the  commercial  treaty,  the  proposal  of  mi- 
litary diversions  by  this  country,  a;id  the 
suggestion  of  further  pecuniary  assistance. 

No.  22.-  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
vise.  Howiek  to  the  marq.  of  Douglas, 
dated  Downing  Street,  March  lOth 
I8O7.  .  '• 

The  messenger  Vick,  with  your  excel- 
lency's dispatches,  arrived  on  Sunday  last,  . 
and  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  king  to 
lose  no  time  in  expressing  to  your  excel- 
lency the  lively  satisfaction  with  which  his 
majesty  has  received  the  acceimt  of  the 
battle  of  the  8th  ultimo.  Your  excellency 
will  take  the  earliest  ^^ortuttty  of  oifep- 
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iiig  to  the  emperor,  the  king's  congratula- 
tions on  an  event  so  glorious  to  the  Rus- 
sian arms,  and  so  advantageous  to  the  cause 
in  M  hich  the  two  sovereigns  are  engaged. — 
It  is  painful  to  me  to  pass  from  this  to  a 
less  pleasing  topic;  but  1  am  under  the 
necessity  of  expressing  to  your  excellency 
the  increased  dis<;ppointment  and  regret 
which  his  majesty  has  experienced  in  learn- 
ing that  so  nidny  unforeseen  objecttoul  are 
stiTi  urged  against  the  renewal  of  the  com- 
mercial treaty.  The  proposed  extension  of 
this  treaty  tor  two  years,  upon  th^  con- 
ditions annexed  to  this  proposal,  is  by  no 
means  satisfactory:  nor  does  there  seem 
to  be  any  good  reason  for  not  coming  to  a 
definitive  arrangement,  which  his  majesty 
is  willing  to  conclude  without  any  alteration 
in  the  terms  of  the  present  treaty.  '  Had 
any  new  proposal  been  made  on  the  part  of 
his  majesty,  there  might  have  been  some 
pretence  for  delay ;  but  in  a  case  where 
the  interests  of  tiie  two  countries  are  so 
well  understood)  and  in  which  experience 
has  proved  the  advantage  to  l>oth,  of  the 
treaty  which  is  now  about  to  expire,  his 
majesty  feels  himself  entitled,  upon  all  the 
gi^ounds  of  mutual  interest  and  friendship, 
to  renew  his  instances  with  his  august  ally, 
for  an  immediate  compliance  with  so  equi- 
table a  proposal.  Though  your  excellency 
will  urge  this  in  the  strongest  terms,  you 
will  however  consent  to  the  offered  exten- 
sion for  two  years,  it  being  understood 
that  the  advantages  at  present  enjoyed  by 
the  British  commerce  are  to  suffer  no  dimi- 
nution', rather  than  allow  the  treaty  to  ex- 
pire. I  cannot,  however,  dismiss  this  sub- 
ject without  some  remark  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  concession,  as  it  is  termed, 
on  the  part  of  Russia,  is  made  to  depend 
upon  an  immediate  assurance  of  a  power- 
ful military  diversion  being  made  by  this 
country.  The  insinuation  conveyed  in  this 
part  of  the  baron  de  Budberg's  note,  is  so 
little  justified  by  the  former  conduct  of 
this  government,  that  it  cannot  be  passed 
over  without  notice.  It  is' unnecessary  to 
state  the  obvious  tendency  of  such  language 
to  produce  mutual  discontent,  and  excite 
adverse  pretensions,  destructive  of  the  har- 
mony and  confidence  which  ought  to  pre- 
vail between  the  two  governments.  In  re- 
newing your  representations,  therefore,upon 
the  necessity  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  this 
treaty,  which  your  excellency  will  remark 
is  no  less  advantageous  to  Russia  than  to 
England,  you  will  protest  against  any  at- 
tempt to  make  use  oi  it  in  tbb  manner. 


either  as  an  inducement  or  a  threat,  with 
respect  to  measures  with  which  it  is  wholly 
unconnected,  and  which  must  depend  upon 
considerations  of  a  totally  different  nature. 
— I  have  already  explained  to  your  excel- 
lency the  difficulties  which  have  hitherto 
prevented  any  attempt  at  military  diver- 
sions. A  more  favouraible  season  is  now  ap- 
proaching ;  and  you  may  assure  the  Rus- 
sian minister,  that  thb  government  ia 
sedulously  employed  in  preparing  the 
means  of  still  more  active  co-operation. — 
I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  communicate  to 
your  excellency  something  more  specific 
on  thb  subject ;  but  the  Russian  govern- 
ment must  be  aware  how  much  the  force 
of  whidi*  his  majesty  can  dispose  for  con- 
tinential  operations  is  necessarily  limited, 
both  by  the  extent  of  his  naval  exertions 
and  the  necessary  support  .of  his  distant  co- 
lonies; and  how  much  the  difficulty  of 
employing  it  advantageously  is  increased 
by  the  present  situation  of^^the  north  of 
Germany,  where  his  majesty  can  neither 
look  to  the  junction  of  hb  army  willi  that 
of  any  ally,  to  any  establbhed  magazines  t» 
enable  to  advance,  nor  to  the  posses- 
sion of  any  considerable  fortress  to  secure 
its  retreat- 
No.  23. — Dispatch  frojn  vise.  Howick  to 
Alex.Straton,  esq.  hb  majesty's  envby 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  court  of  Sweden,  dated 
Downing  Street,  March  10th,  1807. 
Sir;  Your  dbpatches  have  been  received 
and  laid  before  the  king. — ^Though  the 
king  of  Sweden  does  not  appear  to  have 
renewed  with  you  the  question  of  an  ad- 
ditional subsidy,  that  subject  has  been 
pressed  upon  me  in  repeated  conversations 
by  M.  Rehauseu. — From  tlie  communica- 
tion which  that  minister  has  made  to  me 
of  the  instructions  he  has  received  from  his 
court,  a  good  deal  of  dissatbfaction  appears 
to  be  felt  there  at  our  supposed  backward- 
ness in  assbting  the  exertions  which  the 
king  of  Sweden  is  willing  to  make. — There 
certainly  is  no  ground  tor  such  an  imputa- 
tion. In  the  instructions  of  your  prede- 
cfissor  you  will  find  that  he  was  uniformly 
directed  to  state  the  importance  which  hb 
majesty  attached  to  the  undertaking  of  of- 
fensive operations  on  the  side  of  Pomerania, 
and  that  he  was  even  authorized  to  give  as- 
surances of  pecuniary  assbtance  from  the 
momeut  the  Swedish  troops  should  have 
passed  their  own  frontier  :  But  it  was  add- 
ed, that  before  any  thing  could  be  conclu- 
sively arranged)  it  was  necessary  that  hb 
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Swedish  majesty  should  communicate  ge- 
nerally to  this  government  his  plan  of  ope- 
rations, and  mor^  particularly  the  amount 
of  force  ivbich  it  might  be  in  his  power  to 
employ. — M.  de  Rehausen  has  urged  the 
impossibility  of  slating  in  detail  all  the  mea- 
sures which  it  may  be  necessary  to  arrange 
ivith  a  view  to  a  future  campaign.  No 
such  thing  however  was  required;  The  in- 
formation asked  for,  was  only  what  was 
necessary  td  enable  his  majesty  to  judge  of 
the  general  eiLpediency  of  the  measures 
proposed,  with  respect  to  which  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  satisfactory  opinion  could  be 
formed  without  a  knowledge  of  the  force 
destined  to  execute  them,  and  of  the  time 
when  it  would  be  ready  to  act.  Even  fur- 
ther details,  when  they  could  be  conve- 
niently communicated,  his  majesty,  con- 
sidering how  largely  he  is  expected  to 
contribute  his  support,  would  have  a  right 
to  expect ;  and  such  communication  would 
be  obviously  necessary  to  enable  his  ma- 
jesty to  direct  any  efforts,  which  on  his  side 
he  might  Have  an  opportunity  of  making, 
to  the  advancement  of  the  common  objects 
of  the  two  |)owers. — In  order  to  come  to  a 
right  understauding  upon  this  point,  you 
will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  after 
the  receipt  of  this  dispatch,  request  an  au- 
dience of  his  Swedish  majesty.  You  will 
state  the  sincere  pleasure  with  which 
his  majesty  lias  seen  the  king  of  Sweden's 
steady  resistance  tq  the  common  enemy. 
You  will  repeat  the  opinion  already  ex- 
pressed on  the  part  of  this  government, 
that  a  diversion  by  a  Swedish  force  on  the 
side  of  Pomerania,  would  be  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  with  a  view  to  bringing  the  dis- 
cussion to  a  pohit,  you  will, request  par- 
ticular information  on  the  three  follow- 
ing heads: — l.  What  is  the  amount  of 
force  which  the  king  of  Sweden  could 
employ,  exclusive  of  the  garrison  of  Stral- 
sund  1  In  addition  to  which  information,  it 
is  desirable  to  know,  where  it  is  now  sta- 
tioned, and  how  soon  it  could  be  ready  to 
act  1  2.  Whether  any,  and  what  addition  of 
British  troops  would  be  required  ?  3.  What 
amount  of  subsidy  the  king  of  Sweden 
would  demand  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  troops  employed  1 — Should  the 
Swedish  government  be  willing  to  enter  in- 
to this  discussion,  you  will  state  upon  the 
two  iirst  points,  that  it  does  not.  appear  tc 
his  tg^jesty  that  any  effectual  operation 
could  be  undertaken  without  a  force 
amountiog  at  the  very  least  to  twenty-five 


thousand  men.— From  M.  de  Rehausen's 
statements  to  me,  it  appears  that  the  chief 
deficiency  of  the  Swedish  army  is  in  cavalry. 
This  is  certainly  the  description  of 'force 
which  hid  majesty  could  best  spare  from 
his  own  army.  If  a  brigade  of  dragoons 
would  enable  his  Swedish  majesty  to  bring 
into  the  field  a  force  of  the  amount  above 
stated,  you  may  state  that  this  proportion 
of  cavalry  might  probably  be  furnished 
from  hence. — With  regard  to  the  last  point, 
viz.  that  of  subsidy,  you  will  state  that  his 
majesty  will  be  disposed  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  the  proposed  operation,  by 
a  subsidy  regulated  according  to  the  pro- 
portion of  that  which  was  given  to  Austria 
in  1805;  but  that  this  proportion  cannot 
be  exceeded,  except  as  to  a  sum  usually 
tnrnished  as  a  <'  premiere  mise  en  cam- 
pagne,''  which,  as  soon  as  the  measures  in 
contemplation  shall  be  conclusively  agreed 
upon,  may  be  advanced  to  the  amount  of 
two,  or  at  most  three,  months  subsidv.— • 
Having  communicated  these  profK>saJs  to 
the  king  of  Sweden,  you  will  request  his 
majesty  to  authorise  his  ministers  to  enter 
upon  the  immediate  discussion  of  them; 
and  to  prevent  theloss  of  time,you  will  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  sending  to  this  coun- 
try some  confidential  military  officer,  fully' 
instructed  upon  all  the  points  above-men- 
tioned, who  might  assist  Mr.  de  Rehausen 
in  giving  the  necessary  expkinations,  and  in 
bringing  this  business  to  a  prompt  termina- 
tion.— I  know  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
recommend  to  you  the  utmost  diligence  in 
the  execution  of  these  instructions,  and  in 
obtaining  and  transmitting  to  me  the  most 
accurate  information  respecting  the  pre- 
sent state  and  disposition  of  the  Swedish 
government,  and  the  condition  and  num- 
bers of  its  army.  Ho  WICK. 
No.  24. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 

lord   Hutchinson   addressed   to  vise. 

Howick,  dated  Mewel,    March  9th, 

1807.— Received  April  18th,  by  Mr. 

Secretary  Canning. 
I  h^ve  been  -repeatedly  pressed  by  the 
Prussian  government,' with  whom  the  Rus- 
sians have  also  co-operated,  to  write  to 
your  lordship  on  the  subject  of  a  diversion 
to  be  made  by  the  British  troops,  which 
might  occupy  the  French  essentially,  and 
force  them  to  withdiaw  a  part  of  their 
troops  from  this  quarfer.  M.  de  Zastrow 
made  me  yesterday  a  formal  proposition. 
— Mai^hal  Mortier  now  blockades  Stral- 
sund  with  about  twenty  thousand  men;  it 
is  therefore  proposed  that  the  British  and 
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Swedish  troops  slu>uld  in  conjunctioo  force 
them  to  raise  that  blockade,  and  moving 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Oder^  threaten  the 
codununicationa  in  the  rear  of  the  French 
army.  They  might  besiege  Stettin  which 
is  a  large  place  with  a  small  garrison,  and 
in  a  bad  state  of  defence ;  were  it  taken* 
the  communication  with  Berlin,  the  Elbe, 
and  the  rest  of  Germany  would  be  at  once 
open.— >If  the  Frendi  remain  in  Pohmd,  a 
considerable  force  acting  in  this  manner  on 
their  rear  would  create  the  most  serious 
embarrassments,  and  probably  force  them 
to  evacuate  Poland,  or  at  least  oblige 
them  to  detach  such  a  number  of  troops 
as  would  soon  leave  them  inferior  to  the 
allies. — Should  even  the  French  occupy  the 
line  of  the  Oder,  this  diveruon  would  be  of 
the  greatest  importance,  as  the  Russians 
-  would  in  that  case  probably  march  with  the 
greater  part  of  their  army  into  Silesia.— 
This  proposed  operation  wou)d  be  attend- 
ed with  little  danger,  as  the  British  Army 
would  always  have  a  retreat  upon  Stral- 
sund  open  to  them,  and  from  thence  into 
the  Island  of  Rugen,  from  Whence  they 
might  l>e  re-embarked.  Stralsnod  in 
summer,  is,  I  believe^  a  very  strong  place. 
-—I  have  informed  Monsieur  de  Zast- 
row  that  I  wonld  undoubtedly  make  the 
proposition ;  that  I  was  convuiced  the 
British  government  meant  to  make  a  strong 
diversion  in  favour  of  the  allies,  and  was 
empowered  to  give  them  the  strongest  as- 
surances on  that  subject ;  but  that  I  could 
not  exactly  pledge  myselif  as  to  the  quarter 
in  which  it  would  be  made.  The  one  now 
proposed  appeared  to  me  to  be  highly  ad- 
vantageous, mid  only  attended  with  the  or- 
dinary risques  of  war,  as  in  every  event  the 
retreat  of  the  troops  employed  in  that  ser- 
vice would  not  be  an  hazardous  one.-— 
Your  lordship  will  probably  receive  a  com- 
munication on  this  subject  from  baron 
Jacobi ;  lord  Doughis  has  also,  I  i^nder- 
staod,  written  to  you.  on  the  subject  from 
Petersburgh. 

No.  25. — Extractof  a  Dispatch  from  the 
marq.  of  Douglas,  dated  Saint  Peters- 
burgh, March  Ifith,  1807,  addressed 
to  vise.  Howick« — Received  by  Mr. 
SecreUn^  Canning,  April 


There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  it  has 
been  forcibly  pot  to  the  emperor  by  some 
people  here,  Uttle  partial  to  England,  that 
Russia  is  abandoned  by  her  friends;  that 
.the  whole  contest  is  left  to  her,  and  that 
that  even  her  intimate  ally,  G.  Britain,  neg- 
lects to  support  hei{  ait  a.  crisis  whi^  any 


reverse  of  fortune  might  endanger  the  em* 
pire  itself.— It  is  the  more  painful  to  me 
that  such  insmuations  should  ap]>ear,  for  a 
moment,  to  be  justified  by  fact,  because  1 
know  how  little  they  are  deserved,  and  how 
different  they  are  from  those  feelings  that 
both  actuate  the  government  and  the  coau^ 
try  at  large.  It  is  for  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment to  decide  what  are  the  objects  of 
their  present  policy,  aud  what  are  the 
means  most  likely  to  secure  tliose  objects : 
but  I  should  neglect  my  duty  if  I  did  not 
observe,  that  should  no  effDrt  he  made  this 
spring  by  the  British  troops,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  above  observations 
will  recur  in  full  vigour  to  hu  imperial 
majesty's  mind ;  if  so,  I  need  not  point  out 
what  will  be  the  probable  result.  England, 
I  am  aware  may  secure  herself ;  but  ^  I  am 
convinced  that  his  majesty's  government 
feels  to  much  for  the  honour  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  future  happiness  of  Europe,  to 
compromise  for  partial  views  a  prospect 
of  general  and  permanent  welfare. 

No.    20.  —  Extract    of    a     Dispatch 
from  the  marquis  of  Douglas^  dated 
Saint  Petersburgh  22nd  March  (3rd 
Apl*!!,)  1807,addressed  to  viscount  Hop 
wick. — ^Received  by   Mr.  Sec,  Canr 
ning.  May  1.9  th. 
The  activity  of  England  I  have    frei- 
quently  expatiated  upon ;  but  I  must  not 
conceal  from  your  lordship  that  this  court, 
alive  to  the  embarrassments  that  surround 
her,  is  determined,  in  spite  of  every  ar- 
giuuent,  to  consider  no  act  as  directed  to- 
wards their  particular  support,  that  does  not, 
by  occupying  a  part  of  the  French  forces, 
relieve  her  from  theur  concentrated  attacks. 
No.    27.— Extract    of    a    Dispatch 
from  the  marquis  of  Douglas,  dated 
Saint  Petersburgh,  April  27th,  1807 ; 
addressed  to  vise.  Uowick. — Received 
by  Mr.  Sec.  Canning,  June  1st.  . 
\  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  sin- 
cere and  honourable  intentions  of  the  em- 
peror ;  and  yet  as  it  is  impossible  th^t  I 
should  be  deaf  to  the  murmurs  that  sur- 
round me,  to  the  expectations  of  thou^ 
sands,  to  the  mtrigues  of  a  few,  all  more 
or  less  begiiming  to  seek  the  same  object ; 
so  I  cannot  without  some  jealousy  look  to 
the  possible  consequences.      Should  any 
diversion  however  take  place  on  the  part 
of  G.  Britain,  or  assisted  by  her  troops, 
there  is  a  great  probability  that  in  that 
case  the. emperor,  from  a  point  of  honour, 
would  consider  himself  i>outt4  ^^  aic^  ^'^ 
att  possible  energy. 
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House  of  Lords. 
^tursday,  Februarjf  18. 

Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  GrerwiUe 
alluding  to,  the  expressions  contained  in 
the  Orders  in  .Council,  which  stated 
Amongst  the  reasons  for  issuing  them,  that 
the  French  Decree  had  been  executed 
with  increased  rigour,  said,  that  it  was 
important  the  house  should  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  information  on  which  this  as- 
sertion was  founded,  particularly  as  a 
contrary  statement  was  contained  in  the 
Note  of  the  American  plenipotentiaries, 
which  was  on  the  table,  and  as  a  contrary 
inference  was  to  be  deduced  from  those 
circumstances  which  were  publicly  known. 
He  did  not  wish  that  any  secret  should  be 
revealed,  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
.  disclose ;  but,  merely  that  the  substance 
of  such  information  should  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  which  might  be  disclosed  with- 
out any  danger.  He  therefore  moved  for 
Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  information  re- 
ceived by  government,  previous  to  the 
1 1  th  of  Nov.  1 807,  shewing  that  the  French 
government  had  begun  to  execute  its  De- 
cree with  increased  rigour. 

Lord  Hawkesbuiy  said,  it  must  be  ob- 
vious, that  it  was  scarcely  possible  there 
couUi  be  any  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject received  from  any  accredited  person, 
or  in  any  official  shape.  The  information 
received  by  ministers,  Had  satisfied  them 
.with  respect  to  the  increased  rigour  exer- 
cised by  the  French  government ;  but  it 
might  be  attended  with  serious  inconveni- 
ence and  danger  to  many  persons,  if  in- 
formation received  through  the  medium 
of  commercial .  houses,  or  various  other 
sources,  was  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
that  house.  It  was  besides,  he  contended, 
a  matter  of  notoriety  from  the  answers  of 
M.  Regnier,  which  were  mentioned  in 
all  the  newspapers  two  or  three  days  af- 
ter the  18th  day  of  Oct.  that  the  French 
Decree  was  then  executed  with  increased 
rigour. 

Earl  Grey  was  surprised  to  hear  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  contend,  that  it  must  be 
obvious  it  vr^s  scarcely  possible  to  have 
any  accredited  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject He,  on  the  contrary,  thought,  that 
it  was  precisely  that  subject  on  which  if 
there  was  any  neutral  minister  remaining, 
or  any  British  minister  at  a  neutral  court, 
it  was  likely  to  receive  information  from 
accredited  persons.  lie  had  never  under- 
stood, that  the  increased  rigour  of  the 
Stench  government  was  a  matter  of  noto- 

j  previous  to  issuing  the  Orders  in 


Council.  He  could  not  conceive 
there  could  be  any  danger  in  layii 
substance  of  the  information  receiv 
ministers  upon  the  table* 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  opposed  th 
tioij,  and  observed,  that  it  would  p 
persons  from  giving  information  t 
yernment,  if  an  example  was  giv 
laying  information  so  obtained  upt 
table  of  the  house* 

lAird  Erskine  contended,  that  the 
tion  of  danger  did  not  apply  in  this 
all  that  was  desired  being  the  dat 
substance  of  the  information  rec( 
The  term,  increased  rigour,  implied 
there  had  been  not  only  a  rigour,  b 
terwards  an  additional  rigour,  am 
thought  the  house  ought  to  be  in  p 
sion  of  the  subslan-e  of  the  inform 
which  had  authorised  the  use  of  this  i 
The  Lord  Chancellor  Contended, 
communicating  the  date  and  subst 
would  in  many  instances  iseflectualb 
tray  the  source  from  which  such  info 
tion  was  derived,  as  if  the  names  o 
parties  had  been  given,  and  might  be 
ducdve  of  great  danger  to  individuals 
prevent  government  from  in  futun 
cei  ving  important  information. — ^Thel 
then  divided — 

Contents  ...  27  ....  Proxies  2Q— 

Non  Contents  23  ....' 15 — 

Majority  for  Id.  Grenville's  motion 

List  of  tlic  Majority, 
Gloucester,         .  Ellen  borough, 

Norfolk,       *  Lauderdale, 

Somerset^  '         Selkirk. 

Bedford,  Iroxies, 

Essex,  Bute, 

Carlisle,  Hereford, 

Albemarle,  'Ihauct, 

Jersey,  ^  Bulkclej-j 

Spencer,  Lucaii, 

Cliolmond«Iey,  Ossory, 

Cow  per,  '  Carnarvdn, 

St.  Vincent,  Shaftesburj, 

Geey,  Blandford, 

Sidmoutb,  Hosslyii, 

.St.  John,  GuiWord, 

Darnley,  i»«ic!;inglmmshir« 

King,  Staaelf, 

Somers,  Mendip, 

Holland,  Braybrooke, 

Gren?ille,  Derby, 

Auckland,.  CaVysfort, 

Erakine,  File, 

Moira,  Southampton, 

,    Hutchinson,  Foley. 

Restitution  of  the  Danish  Fu 
— Lord  Sidmoidh  desired  that  the  < 
should  read  the  proclamation  issuec 
two  noble  lordj  prior  to  the  attack  i 

2T       • 
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Copenhagen^  and  bis  majesty's  Dedara*' 
ttoD.  Both  docaments  having  b^n  read 
accordingly,  the  noble  Im-d  said,  that  he 
rose  to  submit  to  their  lordships  ^e  mo- 

-tiofl  of  which  he  had  ab^ady  given  notice. 
The  purport  of  that  motion  referred  to  the 
eventual  restoration  of  the  yessels  cap- 
tured at  Copenhagen  to  Denmark;   ne 

•  -would  say,  the  eventual  restoration,  for  it 
was  possible  that  circumstances  might  arise 
which  would  render  such  an  arrangement 

'  impracticable.  It- was  not  impossible  but 
that  Denmark  nTight  fall  igus  much  nnder 
the  power  of  France  as  any  of  the  conti- 
nental states,  -in  which  case  ho  one  would 
think  of  advising  the  restoration  of  the 
Danish  navy ;  for  to  restore  it  to  Denmark 
would  be  to  pTace  it  at  the  disposal  of 
France.^  In  tne  proposition  which  he  had 
to  make,  it  was  fiir  from  his  intention  to 
interfere  with  that  incontrovertible  prero- 

'gative  of  his  majesty  which  placed  at  his 
disposal  all  captures ;  neither  was  it  his 
intention  to  contravene  any  expressed  opi- 
nion of  ihzt  house.  '  Their  lordiships,  by 
their  vote  oa  the  first  day  of  the  session, 
had  recognized  the  justice  of  the  measure 
whidi  placed  the  navy  of  Denmark  in  the 
possession  <^  thi&  country,  and  they  had 
sanctioned  and  corroborated  that  decision 
by  their  subsequent  vote,  that  no  further 
papers  were  necessary.  He  was  not,  he 
would  repeat,  disposed  to  contravene  these 
determinations.  He  was  only  acting  on 
the  principles  of  hrs  majesty's  Declara- 

^tion ;  on  the  principles  of  the  Proclama- 
tion issrued  by  the  two  noble  lords  who 
commanded  the  expedition  against  Copen- 
hagen; and  on  the  principles  upon  which 
ministers  justified  that  expedition,  when 
he  endeavoured  to  persuade  their  lordships, 
that  the  honour,  the  character,  and  the 
interests  of  this  country  were  involved  in 

-  the  eventual  restoration  of  the  Danish 
navy.  Necessity  and  self-protection  were 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  seizure  of  the 
fleet  of  Denmark  was  justified.  The  re- 
jection of  an  inadmissible  offer  was  assign- 
ed sis  the  reason  for  destroying  the  capital 
of  a  neutral  state.  We  offered  td  take  the 
fleet  in  deposit — an  arrangement  to  which 
the  court  of  Denmark  could  not  possibly 
listen,  without  compromising  its  honour, 
and  exposing  itself  to  the  resentment  of 
France.  To  this  pvinciple,*  he  conceived, 
we  were  in  hononr  bound  to  adhere.  The 
offer  of  restoring  the  Danish  navy  upon 
the  re-establishmeitt  of  peace,  was  even 
made  a  fortnight  after  the  declaration  of 
war  by  the  Crown.  Prince.    But  H  might 


— Lord  SidifU)u(h^8  Maim  rdaike  to    '{«M 

be  argued,  that  that  ptmCt  refnsed  to  ra- 
tify the  capvtulation,  and  that  by  so  dping 
he  had  precluded  hhnsetf  from  any  advan- 
tages derivable  from  the  proclamfttion  of 
our  commandera,  or  the  summons  premiis 
to  the  commencement  of  the  bomb«Hl- 
ment:  «It  was  eertahnly  tnie,  tbaft  nhat 
hfgh*minded  personage  liad  vefused  to 
ratify  the  capitulvtion ;  but  414;  it  appear 
that  he  acted  in  any  manner  to  impede  it  ? 
We  were,*he  would  contend,  bound  to  act 
upon  that  ptinciple  upon  wiiich  we  had 
set  out,  namely,  l^at  of^takingHhe  DaBiah 
navy  in  deposit.  To  this  we  were  no  Icsa 
bound  by  hononr  and  policy^  than  by  the 
strictest  interpretation  of  the  law^of  na- 
tions. He  would,  with  the  pennissi<m  of 
•their  lordships,  read  to  them  an  extract 
from  the  ablest  writer  on  that  knpoitant 
subject,  and  which,  though  an  extract,  bad 
nothing  he  could  assure  them  in  it  which 
was  not  warranted  by  the  context..  Hi« 
lordship  here  read  several  passages  firoiki 
Grotius,  BeJureBdHet  Pacts,  l^nding*tx> 
support  his  argument.  The  conduct  6f 
the  court  of  Denmark,  he  contended,  could 
not  be  considered  as  hostile.  The  watr 
began  from  us.  ,We  lefl  the  Crown 
Prince  no  alternative  but  thutofwar. — 
There  was  Another  reason  which  mad^ 
him  anxious  that  their  lordships  should 
adopt  his  motion  at  present.  He  had 
learned,  that  the  Danish  ships  were  ordered 
to  be  fitted  out  for  the  service  of  this  coun- 
try. He  w^s  anxious  to  prevent  so  preci- 
pitate and  impolitic  a  measure.  The  ships, 
by  what  he  had  heard,  were  quite  unqua- 
lified, or  at  least  not  qualified  in  l^e  man- 
ner our  ships  were,  for  the  wear  and  tear 
of  our  seivice.  To  render  them  so,  would 
require  an  exp^nce  which  could  be  'ap- 
plied, with  for  greater  advantage;  to  th« 
various  ships  nOw  constructing,  or  under 
repair  in  our  own  dock-yards.  But  even  ff 
the  Danish  ships  were  in  a  state  fit  to  pro- 
ceed upon  any  service,  he  Would  stillpro- 
test  against  their  being  employed.  Tiicr^ 
\vas  but  one  circumstance,  the  destruction 
of  a  great  part  of  thfe  navy  of  England, 
which  would  induce  him  to  consent  to  our 
making  any  use  of  the  Danish  iravy,  wi'fl^ 
our  present  maritiihe  superiority.  Wa 
did  not  want  ships.  Wo  had  enpugh  to 
contend  with  the  united  navies  of  die 
•world.  He  could  not  perceive,  therefcrii, 
the  policy  of  fitting  out  this  new  accession 
to  our  maritime  strength;  bat  he  couM 
anticipate  some,  probable  advantages  frotn 
following  ;anolher  course ;  he  could  devisfe 
no  45;^stem  of  policy  more  likely-to  coirci- 


Digitized  by  VaOOQlC* 


0^5 J      PARL.  BEBATES,  Feb.  18^  180S.— ^Ai;  Ratitutim  tgfjhe  Danish  Fleet.      [64d 


Kate  the  Danes^  and  to  draw  them,  by 
degree^  into  that  close  and  friendly  con- 
Bectien  with  us  in  wliich  they  were  for- 
merly united.  It  would  also  tend  to  bring 
backth^  emperor  of  Russia  to  his  natural 
eonnectioB  with  this  country — a  connec- 
tion which  was  dissolved  2io>  less  by  ijmpe- 
rious  necessity,  than  the  rash  and  unwar- 
raotable  attack  upon  the  Danish  capital. 
He  also  lookedj  he  confessed,  with  great 
expectations,  to  the  impression  which  a 
resolution  of  such  magnanimity,  justice, 
and  ccMisistency  would  make  upon  the 
nations  of  th^  continent.  He  could  not 
anticipate  any  act  of  ours  which  could  be 
more  Ukel^r  to  shake  that  enormous  iu- 
fluence  which  France  had  acquired  over 
the  rest  of  Europe.  It  was  by  arming  all 
the  nations  of  the  continent  against  us,  by 
placing  them  in  array,  by  exciting  their 
feelings  against  what  was  called  our  ty- 
ranny and  injustice,  that  that  man,  who 
now  wielded  all  the  force  of  those  nations, 
expected  to  prevail  against  us.  The  de- 
atruetion  of  this  country  was  the  great  ob- 
ject of  his  ambition :  compared,  with  this, 
bis  victories  at  Lodi,  at  Austerlitz,  at 
Friedland,  and  at  Auerstadt,  were  nqtliing 
in  his  estimation:  to  accomplis)i  this,  all 
his  great  talents,  his  genius,  and  his  po- 
licy, were  unceasingly  directed.  What 
mBte  eifectaal  mode  could  there  be  of 
counteracting  this  design,  than  to  render 
the  instruments  by  which  he  proposed  to 
efieet  it  unavailing  in  his  hands  ?  As  long 
as'  England  should  preserve  Ker  ancient 
hondur,  magnanimity,  and  disinterestedr 
Bess,  it  was  not  to  be  credited  that  the 
nations  of  the  continent  would  zealously 
co-operate  in  any  plan  to  destroy  her. — 
He  would  no  longer  detain  their  lordships. 
It  was  not,  as  he  stated  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  speech,  his  intention  to  inter- 
fere in  th^  smallest  degree  with  the  exer- 
cise of  the  royal  prerogative,  or  to  suggest 
any  thing  calculated  to  lower  the  country 
in  the  estimation  of  foreign  powers.  His 
wish  was,  not  to  bind  the  government  to 
any  measure  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  the  nation,  but  simply  that  the  l)anish 
navy  should  be  kept  in  -salva  custodia. 
His  lordship  concluded  with  moving  the 
following  resolution  :  ?'  That  it  is  highly 
important  to  the  honour  of  this  country, 
that,.under  present  circumstances,  no  mea- 
sures be  taken  with  respect  to  the  Ships 
of  :war  now  in  •  the  possession  of  his  maj. 
in  consequence  of  the  Capitulation  of  Co- 
penhagen, .which  may  preclude  the  event- 
iiaUeititution  of  them  to  the  goTernm.ent 


of  Denmark,  a^eably  to  the  spirit  of  the 
requisition  refierxed  to  in  the  Proclama- 
tion issued  'on  the  l^th  of  Aug.  last  by 
tiie  cojjomanders  in  chief  of  his  majesty'^ 
forces  by  sea  and  land  empi6yed  on  4.hat 
occasion,  and  renewed  in  >their  letter  of 
the  ist  of  Sept  to  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  land  forces  of  his  Danish  majesty.."* 
Lord  Boringdou  could  not  suppress  the 
anxiety  he  ielt  to  enter  his  protest,  as 
early  as.  possible,  against  the  resolution 
submitted  to  the  house  by  the  noble,  vise. 
He  conceived  that  a  proposition  more 
novel  in  its  principle,  more  unsuitable  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  the  in- 
terest  of  the .  country,  could  hardly  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  ot  the 
house.  The  external  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try had  pledged  themselves  to  obtain  a  res- 
titution of  those  ships-;  but  he  now,  for 
the  first  time, ,  had  the  mortification  of 
seeing  within  those  walls,  a  noble  peer 
rise  up  and  support,  the  arguments  they 
had  used,  and  in  this  respect  aid  their  de-  * 
signs.  It  certainly  was  not  within  the 
walls  of  parliament  that  he  had  expected 
to  have  heard  such  arguments  defended. 
It  was  not  doing  justice  to^th^  mplion  it- 
self, to  discuss  it  as  if  it  were  to  be  con- 
strued altogether  literally,  or  as  if  the 
spirit  of  it  would  not  go  to  the.actujtl:re-' 
storation  of  the  Danish  fleet;  for  if  the 
house  were  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution, 
it  would  be  considered  by  all  the  world 
as'an  acknowledgment  that  we  bad  acted 
unjustly,  and  a  pledge  that  we  would  make 
a  restitution*  as  soon  as  it  was  compatibly 
with  our  security.  If  we  were  now  to 
give  such  an  acknowledgment,  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  foreign  nations 
would  not  take  advantage  of  it  at  tjie 
moment  of  negociation  for  a  general  peace, 
and  it  would  then  appear  as  if  we  had  no 
right  to  refuse  it.  The  noble  viscount  had 
considered  this,  as  a  case  per  se,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  like  it  in  our  historjr. 
He  might,,  however,  have  remembered  the 
case  of  the  ships  taken  at  Toulon  last  war, 
which  wer6  surrendered  to  us  by  Frencii- 
men  in  trust  only,  ai^d  which  were  pro- 
mised to  be  restored  to  the  king  of  France, 
The  French  government  gave  every  harsh 
epithet  to  this  transaction  ;  they  called  it 
perfidy,  treachery,  and  piracy ;  and  at 
the  commencement  of  the  negociation  for 
a  peace,  required  that  those  ships  should 
be  restored  to  them.  The  British  govern- 
ment^ however,  would  never  listen  to  such 

*  See  page  221. 
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nish  minister  appeared  in  all  things  to 
excuse  pr  palliate  all  the  injuries  received 
from  France^  but  to  exaggerate  in  the 
highest  degree  every  complaint  which 
Denmark  could  have  against  this  coun- 
try." Was  this  ^e  conduct  of  a  power 
really  and  sincerely  neutral,  or  was  it  to 
be  supposed  that  a  feeble  nation,  which 
had  such  dispositions  towards  the  two 
Gounlries,  would  resist  the  demands  of 
France  atler  the  treaty  of  Tilsit, /and  that 
its  fleet  would  be  safe  under  its  own' pro* 
tection  ?  If  the  danger  was  then  immi- 
nent, the  necessity  of  guarding  against  it 
was  apparent;  and  if  the  measures 
of  precaution  which  were  necessarily 
taken  led  to  hostilities,  England,  was  not  ' 
to  be  blamed.  It  was  to  those  powers, 
and  to  those  circumstances  which  pro- 
duced the  necessity,  that  what  had  hap- 
pened was  to  be  attributed.  ,  He  therefore 
most  decidedly  objected  to  the  resolution  • 
proposed  ;  first,  because  he  thought  it 
would  be  acknowledging  that  we  had  done 
a  wrongi  when  in  fact  v^e  had  done  no 
wrong ;  and,  2dly,  instead  of  leading  to  a 
peace,  he  thought  it  would-  shut. the  door 
to  peace,  by  enguging  ourselves,  as  a 
preliminary,  to  give  up  that  which  neither 
justice  required,  nor  security  permitted  tor 
be  given  up. 

LoVd  Ellenborough  differed  entirely  fvowt 
the  sentiments  of  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  and  found  himself  called  upon  to 
support  the  motion.  As  to  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  by  the  noble  lord,  as  bearing  % 
near  analogy  to  the  present,  he  must  say 
that  he  did  not  see  that  analogy.  He  had 
often  heard  it  said,  that  ther«  was  nothing 
more  dissimilar  than  a  simile,  and  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  had  given  an  in- 
stance of  the  truth  of  that  saying,  by  the 
cases  which  he  had  quoted.  The  case  of  the 
Spanish  frigates,  taken  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  was  as  unlike  it  as  any  case 
could  be,  for  we  had  against  Spain,  at  that 
time,  at  least  reasonable  ground  of  war. 
/He,  for  another  reason,  never  approved  ^f 
the  seizure  of  those  frigates.  1  his  coun- 
try had  so  much  encouraged  that  particu- 
lar sort  of  trade  by  licences,  that  he 
thought  it  unjust  to  seize  upon  as  a  prey, 
that  property  which  was  probably  coming 
home  on  the  faith  of  our  implied  permis- 
sion.—As  to  the  ships  taken  at  Toul'on« 
they  were  taken  from  a  nation  with  whom 
we  were  at  war ;  and  although  we  were 
assisted  in  the  capture  by  Frenchmen,  who 
were  adverse  to  the  government  then  sub- 
sisting, yet  there  couid  be  no  pretence  fotr 


a  proposal ;  and  the  French  ceased  to  in« 
sist  upon  it.  If,  however,  a  resolution 
similiar  to  that  which  was  now  propoaieid 
had  been  adopted  on  that  occasion  in 
parliament,  the  French  government  would 
never  have  receded  from^its  claim,  and 
those  ships  must' have  been  ^  restored  to 
France.  The  noble  viscount,  however, 
under  whose  auspices  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
was  concluded  (a  treaty  which,  whatever 
fnight  be  now  said  against  it,  he  alii^ays 
thought  and  still  did  think,  was  proper  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  made}-*- 
that  noble  lor^  himself  did  not  think  a^ 
that  time  that  there  was  aiiy  thing  in  jus- 
tice, morality,,or  the  law  of'^nations,  which 
requirf^d  that  the  Toulon  fleet  should  be 
restored  to  France.  There  .was  another 
case  somewhat  similar,  which  occuiTed  in 
the  beginning  t)f  the  present  war,  with 
Spain.  When*  the  four  Spanish  frigates 
were  taken  previous  to  any  declaration  of 
w  ar,  ^he  French  inveighed  bitterly  against 
this  act  of  piracy,  as  they  called  it,  and 
yet  they  never  thought  of  making  it  a 
condition  of  peace,  that  we  should  restore 
the  ships  and  dollars  taken  upon  that  oc- 
casion ;  but  if,  in  either  of  those  cases,  a 
resolution  had  been  passed  in  the  British 
parliament  similar  to  .that  which  was  now 
proposed,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  they 
would  have  demanded  it,  aiid  insisted 
.upon  it.  Besides,  ill  consequences  would 
follow  froin  pledging  the  country  to  re- 
store the  ships  to  Denmark,  or  in  other 
words,  to  France.  He  must  contend,  that 
the  act  of  seizing  them  was  not  an  act  of 
'the  character  that- had  been  described, 
but  that  it  was  an  act  of  necessity  justified 
by  all  the  circumstances  of  tire  case. 
Denmark  hadi  for  a  considerable  number 
of  years,  shewn  a  hostile  disposition  to- 
wards G.  Britain,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
sort  of  predilection  for  France,  or  at  least 
ah  absolute  acquiescence  in  every  thing 
which  that  power  did.  •  This  was  exem- 
plified, in  tiveir  making  no  remonsti^ance 
when  a  Danish  general  was  tal;en  prisoner 
on  their  own  frontiers;  by  their  with- 
drawing their  troops  from  the  frontiers  of 
Holstein,  in  obedience  to  the  desire  of 
Franpe ;  by  their  submission  to.  tbejte- 
cree  of  Buonaparte,  and  in  various  other 
ways.  If  this  predilection  for  France 
could  be  doubted  by  any  noWe  lord,  he 
should  refer  him  to  the  very  able  dispatch 
of  a  noble  earl  (Grey)  in  answer  to  M., 
Bist,  the  Danish  minister  [p.  402].  That 
noble  earl,  in  the  strongest  and  best-select*, 
ed  terms,  had  complained,  "  that  the  Da* 
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reqairing  those  ships  to  be  giving  back 
4^|rain  to  France,  except  that  we  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Frenchmen  in  op- 

Cosition  to  the  then  subsisting  government, 
y  which  we  engaged  to  restore  the  ships 
to  Lonis  XVIII.  when  he  should  be  re- 
stored to  the  throne  of  France.  It  could 
hardly  be  contended  that  such  an  agree- 
ment, either  by  its  letter  or  its  spirit, 
bound  us  to  give  back  the  ships  to  other 
persons  than  those  for  whom  we  took 
them  in  trust.  The  case  of  the  capture 
of  the  Danish  fleet  was  totally  difierent, 
as  it  was  taken  not  from  enemies,  but 
Irom  neutrals.  In  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  the  present  resolution, 
he  should  argue  on  the  ground  of  the  ne- 
cessity being  completely  acknowledged, 
although  his  own  opinion  of .  it  was  very 
difl^rent.  If  he  were  to  decline  however, 
stating  what  his  opinion  was  of  the  justice 
and  policy  of  the  measure,  he  feared  he 
should  be  thought  to  be,  in  some  measure/ 
coquetting  with  the  house.  He  should 
therefore  declare,  that,  in  his  opinion,  there 
•was  no  act  that  had  ever  been  committed 
by  the  government  of  this  country,  which 
so  much  disgraced  its  character  and  stained 
its  honour;  and,  as  an  Englishman,  he  felt 
dishonoured,  whenever  the  national  honour 
was  tarnished.  He  could  not  avoid  re- 
probating in  severe  terms  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen  ;  it  reminded  him  of 

The  ill  omened  bark, 
Built  ia  th' eclipse,  and  riggM  with  curses  dark. 
He  thought  the  object  it  had  in  view 
was  most  unjustifiable,  and  that  even  in 
the  success  of  that  object,  it  would  bring 
great  calamity  upon  the  country.  When 
it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  ou  the 
plea  of  necessity,  it  should  be  recollected, 
that  by  that  word  was  meant  an  urgent 
necessity,  and  not  a  mere  predominating 
convenience.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
many  persons  considered  it  justification 
enough  to  say,  that  it  was  very  conve- 
nient for  the  countr}%  in  this  instance,  to 
appropriate  to  itsei  f  "that  property  which 
•another,  who  had  fche  right,  was  possessed 
of.  This  was  a  sort  of  doctrine  which  he 
was  so  much  in  the  habit  of  reprobj^ting 
•at  the  Old  Bailey  and  other  places,  that 
he  could  not  avoid  expressing  himself 
with  some  warmth  when  he  heard  that 
principle  urged  as  an  ample  justification^ 
to  the  natjon,  which  never  could  be  ad- 
mitted among  individuals.  As  to  what 
Was  stated  of  hostilities  aitcrwards  taking 
place  wfth  Denmark,  he  thought  that 
fitoBiiiRstance  made  no  diiierence.    If  he 


were  to  refer  to  the  case  so  o 
pf  a  person  being  justified  by 
pushing  another  oiF  a  plank  ii 
it  must  still  be  allowed  that  tli 
equally  justified  in  retaining  f 
the  plank  if  he  could,  and  thai 
vouring  to-  retain  it  was  no  act 
against  us.    Jt  appeared  to  hi 
right  of  Denmark  to  a  restitu 
property  so  taken  was  by  no  n 
ed  by  any  Subsequent  ho.stilitie: 
this  right  was  so  clear,  that 
make  up  our  minds  to  the  rcstiti 
demanded    at  the   conclusion 
He  therefore  thought  that  we  si 
them  in  such  a  state,  as  that  the 
might  be  niiade'viiih  as  little 
inconvenience  as  possible.     H 
pared  for  doing  justice;    but 
wish  in  some  degree  to  exerci 
rious  justice,  so  that  therestitut 
not  be  more  burtheusome  to  th 
.than  was  absolutely  necesisary. 
reasons,  he  entirely  coincided  ii 
tion  of  his  noble  friend. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that 
high  respect  he  felt  for   his  ii 
learned  friend,  and   from  the  w 
opinions  always  carried,  he  fel 
to  remove  the  impression  which 
and  learned  friend"  had  made.     1 
and  learned  lord  had  appeared  t 
in  a  very  summary  manner,  bo 
justice  and   morality  of  the  Co; 
expedition,  and  of  the  cases  cite 
noble  friend.     He  should  howevl 
the  liberty,  on  the  former  point 
pressing  his  sentiments  in  the  sni 
sive  tone,  and  say,  that  so  far  froir 
himself  dishonoured,  as  an  Englishi 
the  expeditjon,  he  should  have  felt 
dishonoured,  if,  under  all  the  circun 
of  the  case,  he  had   hesitated  to 
with  his  colleagues  in  advising  th 
dition.     His  noble  and  learned  fri< 
indeed,  recommend  a '  penurious'  ^ 
for  if  indeed  the  expedition  wac 
and  dishonourable — >if  it  stained 
tional  character  and  was  contrary 
nesty,  then,  instead  of  keepinsrti 
in  any  particular  way,  and  at  anj 
expence,  they  ought  immediatei 
restored,  and   ample   satisfaction 
but  he  was  always  ready  to  conte 
he  believed  the  feelings  of  the  grei 
rity  of  the  country  was  with  him, 
national  character  had  not  been 
noured  by  an  act  which  the  circun 
of  the  times  had  rendered  necessai 
believed  the  country  would  feel  { 
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.  £ri^t  national  question  ought  not  lobe 

•  decided  Altogether  by  the  ordinary  rotes 
-which  goTerned  the  decisions  at  4he  Old 

^)3ailey ;  but  at  all  events  he  should  hope, 
.  that  if  his  noble  and  learned  friend  was 
reprobating  the  principles  before  a  jury  at 
tthe.Old  Barley,  he  would  not  fbrget»  woen 
Jhe. stated  hb.opinionf  to  detail  the  eTi- 
dence  on  which  that  opi^ioo  was  founded. 
He  could.  Aot  agree  with  his  noble  and 
learnod  iriend«  that  the  cases  referred  to 
by  a  noble  friend  of  his,  were  quite 
foreign  to  the  present  question.  As  to 
the  Toulon  business,  unless  we  were  en- 
tirely to  thro^  aside  the  musty  records  of 
the  law  of'  nations,  it  would  at  first  sight 
baye  appeared,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment'might  justly  claim  that  restitution; 
tor  it  was  a  rule  acknowledged  by  all  wri- 
ters on  the  law  of  nations,  that  what 
was  public  -property^  belonging  to  a  state 
belonged  still  to  that  nation,  whatever 
changes  might  take  place  in  its  govern- 
ment. The  capture  of  the  Dutch  prizes, 
in  the  last  war,  was  somewhat  of  the  same 
principle  :  we  took  them  from  the  Dutch 
wlule  they  were  under  the  absolute  in* 
guence  of  France,  intending  and  engag- 

•  ing  to  restore  them,  when  Holland  should 
^gain  recover  her  freedom.  After  ^at 
period,  we  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Holland,  in  which  her  independence  was 
completely-  acknowledged,  and  yet  there 
>iras  no  restitution  of  the  prizes  taken  firom 
the  Dutch  before  a  declaration  of  war. 
He  mentioned  those  cases,  to  shew  that 
the  instan(!«  then  before  the  consideration 
of  the  house,  was  not,  as  had  been  repre- 
•ented,  a  case  p^r  it.  He  considered 
that  the  resolution  would  be  highly  im- 
prd^er,  as  pledging  the  cour^ry  to  make 
restitution  of  what  there  was  no  pretence 
to  restoi^e,  after  the  .hostilities  which  had 
aiQce  taken  place  between  this  country  and 
Denmark  ;  and  he  thought  it  womd  be 
much  more  improper,  as  it  would  be  an 
ft^nowledgment  that  we  had  acted  im- 
properly on  an  occasion^  where  eurJ|condact 
could  be  strictly  justi^d  by  the  princi- 
ples of  self-preservation,  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  qircumetances  of  the  case. 

Lord  J/oZ/anc^  thought  it  necessary  to  re- 
cal  the  attention  of  noble  lords'  to  what 
really  was  the  true  question  before  the 
house.  It  had  been  considerably  misre- 
presented and  mis-stated.  The  question 
did  not,  as  had  been  apprehended  by  the 
Tioble  and  learned  lord  upon  the  woolsack, 
at  all  intrench  upon  or  in  any  degree  af- 
fect^ the  prerogative  of  the  crown*     It 


wat,  whether  that  house  would  resolve 
that  it  was  expedient  that  the  goverameut 
should  reserve  to  itself  the  power  of  re* 
storing,  evenioally,  the  ships  seised  by  us 
at  Copenhagen,  to  the  Danes. .  But  no* 
ble  kmls  swerved  irom  this  question,  and 
had  gone  to  that  of  the  justification  of  the 
expedition  itself.  He  certainly  did  fehiak 
still,  an  he  had  always  thought,  that  that 
expedition  could  not  be  warranted  .but 
upon  the  ground  of  necessity,  and  no  caae 
of  necessity  had  been  yet  made  out ;  that 
house,. at  lei^t,  was  in  possession  of  no  evi« 
dence  whatever  to  warrant  them  in  decid-^ 
ing  that  expedition  to  have  been  the  re* 
suit  of  hard  necessity.  He  was  not  in* 
clined  at  present  to  go  into  any  exposi- 
tion of  the  shifting,  prevaricating  testimo* 
ny,  which  had  been  resorted  to  in  defence 
of  that  n^easure ;  at  one  time  Denmark 
was  represented  as  sincere  in  her  profes- 
sions of  neutrality,  but  too  weak  to  act 
up  to  her  intentions ;  at  another,  they  were 
told,  that  as.  her  sincerity  was  question** 
able,  her  means  of  annoyance  were  to  be 
feared  and  provided  against;  again,  it 
was  pretended  that  the  sole  ground  of  the 
expedition  was  the  secret  arrangements 
of  the' Treaty  of  Tilsit,  and  when  it  4vas 
attempted  to  trace  their  alledeed  informa- 
tion to  any  authentic  source,  Portugal  was 
at  one  period  brought  forward  <8  an  infor- 
mer ;  and  at  another  the  disafiected  Irish. 
This  sort,  of  shifting  naturally  created  sus* 
picion  in  the  mind  of  -every  impartial 
man.  The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to 
consider  the  present  motion  In  reterence 
to  the  question  of  peace,  and  appealed  to 
the  feelings  of  noble  lords,  if  it  would  not 
be  more. for  the  honour  of  the  country,  if 
they  could  commence  a  negociation,  after 
a  voluntary  concession  upon  their  parts, 
rather  than  the  subsequent  degradation  of 
a  forced  surrender,  exacted  by  the  stipula- 
tions of  a  treaty  ? 

Lord  Harrowby  defended  the  expedir 
tion,  and  opposed  the  res6lution,  which 
he  considered  would  u^t  only  be  danger- 
ous to  adopt,  but  improper  in  its  princi- 
ple. A  noble  and  learned  lord  had  be- 
gun by  saying,  that  he  should  argue  the 
question,,  as  if  the  necessity  had  been 
proved  ;  and  yet  he  took  occasion  to  re- 
probate both  the  justice  and  policy  of  the 
measure,  in  the  most  severe  and  unquali- 
fied terms.  The  only  reason  which  he 
had  assigned  for  departing  from  the  line 
of  argument  which  he  hiimself  had  laid 
down,  was,  that  be  feared*  he  might  he 
considered  as  '  coquetting'  with  the  houw^ 
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if  he  did  not  let  thesi'  know  his  entire 
opinion.  The  house  mighty  perhaps^  have 
exGQsed  a  little  of  that  sort  of  coquetting. 
The  noble  lords  who  entertained  the  same 
opinion  that  he  did,  might  also  have  ex- 
cused it.  They  might  have  applied  to 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  ih%  weU-known 
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bottom,  fie  congratalated  himself,  that 
he  had  at  least  entered  a  solemn  Prote^ 
against  the  measure  adopted  by  his  maj/g  . 
government,  an^i  by  that  means  had  es-  • 
caped  the  accusatioa  of  being  a  partiker  ia  ' 
their  guilt.  This  .coontiry  had  formeWy 
been  the  day-star  of  Europe.  To  her 
Earope  had  looked  for  an  example  <^stea^ 
dy  fidelity  and.  honour,  and  adherence  to 
the  law  of  nations,  li  fri)m  this  proud 
eminence  of  reputation,  she  should  be 
hurled  by  the  criminal,  cfonduct  of  his 
majesty's-  ministers,  we  should  irrecov«>- 
rably  sink  into  the  galph  of  ruin  ai:d  in*- 
famy,  and  no  one  would  say  '  God  bless 
us.' ' 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  opposed  the 
motion  of  the  noble  viscount,  and  depre- 
cated the  conduct  of  that  eighth  wonder  of 
the  world,  the  last  administration,  who 
having  by  their  weak  counsels,  and  total 
inaction,  placed  the  country  in  a  state  of 
the  utmost  peril,  qensmed  the  wise  aiid 
energetic  measures  c^his  majesty's  present 
government,  by  which  -  we  had  been  res- 
cued from  the  danger.  The  neces^ty  (ox 
the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  us  was 
notorious.  His  majesty,  in  his  most  s^rar* 
cious  speech,  had  declared  that  informa-' 
tion  of  that  necessity  kadbeen'received  by 


Perhaps  it  was  right  to  dissemble  your  love, 
But  wtiy  should  you  kick  us  down  stairs'? 

It  appeared  to  him  most  undeniable,  that 
a  case  of  necessity  was  so  made  out,  as 
ftilly  justified  the  expedition,  and  the  pos- 
ffessing  ourselvea^  of  the  Danish  fleet ;  but 
as  hostilities  had  shace  broke  out  between 
this  conn  try  and  Denmark,  in  spite  of  all 
our  efibrts  to  avert  it,  he  did  not'  see  on 
what  principle,  or  from  what  precedents 
tve  could  be  called  apon  to  restore  what 
we  had  taken  from  ^  neutral,  but  which 
^vas  condemned  as  the  property  of  an  ene- 
my after  hostilities  had  broken  out.  As 
he  therefor^hought  the  -expedition  just, 
beeause  it  was  necessary,  and  as  he  thought 
^le  ships  had  been  fairly  condemned, 
when  the  power  they  were  taken  from 
i)ecarae  an^enemy,  be  could  not  support  a 
resolution  which  implied  that  the  seizure 
was  ssiJQSt,  smd  which  would,  in  a  manner, 
pledge. the  coemtry  to  make  restitution,  of 
that  which  he  did  not  think  we  could  be 
JQ^y  called  upon*  to  restore. 

Lord  Erskine  argued  at  considerable 
length  to  shew  the  ix^ustice  and  impolicy  of 
the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  and  the 
e3cpedie»cy  of  agreeing  to  the  noble  vise's 
motion.  He  concurred  with  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  as  tp  the  Old  Bailey  kind 
of  necessity  urged  in  its  defence.  And 
with  respect  to  eventually  retaining  the 
fleet  in  our  posssssion,  it  was  surely  im- 
possible that  we  could  think  ed  doing  so, 
after  the.  declarations  made  to  the  Danes, 
in  which  it  was  expressly  stated,  that 
their  fleet  was  required  as '  a  d^osit'  in  our 
.hands.  Were  we  to  attempt  altimatelyi 
to  keep  them,  we  should  act  like  a  man, 
who,  from  the  apprehension  of  being  at- 
tacked by  thieves  on  the  road,  should,  for 
his  defence,  seize  a  fowling-piece  from  a 
neighbonr,  who  was  too  weak  to  resist  hhn, 
and  afterwards  point  the  identical  weapon 
against  its  master's  bretist,  and  go  out 
sporting  with  it  for  a  whole -season.  His 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  been  accus- 
ed of  kkkmg  bis  majesty's  ministers  down 
•tairs  in  the  debate.  This  he  certainly 
bad  not  done,  for  the  former  discussions 
«tt  th»  strbjact  had  k>ng  left  them  at  the 


him  ;  a  declaration  which,  constitution* 
ally  speaking,  ought  to  have  been  receiv- 
ed without  besitatioii.  This  information' 
was  of  a  nature  that  could  not  be  commu^ 
nicated  to  parliament,  but,  did  it  follow, 
that  the  executive  government  were  not 
justified  in  acting  ttpon  it  ?  If  the  exec«^- 
tive  government  were  restricted  fi'osn acting 
but  on  informatioii  that  they  could  com- 
municate to  parliament,  the  country  migbl 
soon  become  like  the  wrestler,  so  beautf* 
fully  alluded  to  by  Demosthenes,  ^vho,  ' 
instead  of  defending  himself  from  blows 
meditated  against  him,  was  occupied  in 
guarding  agahist  blows  already  struck. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  argued,  that  the 
question  had  not  been  fairly  met.  ThW 
motion  did  not  go  to  pledge  this  country 
to  the  restoration  of  the  D^ish  ships,  but 
merely  to  keep  it  in  our  power,  if  circum* 
stances  should  hereafter  enable  us  to  do 
so  with  safety.  It  must  be  a  matter  ctf 
doubt  whether  that*  situation  of  thingu 
would  or  would  not  arise  ;  but  to  look  to 
its  probability  could  not  imply  a  censure 
on  the  epcpedition  to  Copenhagen.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  motion  'was  only  sn 
indirect  censure,  and  could  not  meet  the 
cohcuirence  of  any,  Imt  those  who  repro^ 
bated  .the  whole  of  owr  conduct  towanfa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


est]      VABL.  MBBATES>  Feb,  t8,'1808 — thellestlhttionqf  the  DanUh  Fleet 


toot  as  a  captur^^  was  not  entirely  at  an, 
end.  With  respect  to  the  argument  of  the 
fowling-piece,  used  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord>  he  thoaght  it  mode  diroctly 
against  the  motion ;  for  the  person  whom 
bis  lordship  stated  to  have  the  fowling- 
piece,  attempted  tp  defend  it  against  his 
intended  protector,  and  said,  that  rather 
than  surrender  it  he  would  join  with  the 
person  who  attacked  him ;  so,  in  like 
nanner,  the  neutral  who  put  himself  under 
the  protection  of  the  enemy,  became  liable 
tb  seizure.  The  question  of  to  night,  he 
Md,  came  at  the  very  worst  period  it  pos- 
sibly could  come.  It  was  called  on  at  a 
time  when  it  was  acknowledged,  that  even 
a  restoration  of  peace  would  not  do  away 
the  batre<l  of  the  Danes:  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  evident  the  emperor  of  Russia 
was  anxious  to  revive  the  old  system  of 
the  armed  neutrality,  which  every  one  of 
their  lordships  might  be  convinced  it  was 
•0  much  the  interest  of  this  country  to  re- 
sist and  to  destroy  by  every  means  in  her 
power:  at  a  moment  when  it  had  been 
clearly  shewn,  that  Denmark  was  ready 
tod  willing  to  throw  herself  into  the  arms 
•f  France ;  and  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  Denmark,  by  the  late  expedition  and 
seizure  of  her  fleet,  had  been  deprived  of 
the  power  of  carrying  her  hostile  inten- 
tions into  "effect,  for  she  was  not  in  a  situ- 
ation to  replace  or  restore  such  a  fleet.  It 
had  been  said,  by  those  wlw  supported  the 
motion,  that  we  did  not  want  ships  but 
men  ;  bot  on  what  data  was  this  taken  up  ? 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
a  detail  on  that  subject,  but  would  content 
himself  with  reminding  those  who  u«ed  it, 
that  the  history  of  this  country  had  inva- 
fiably  proved  that  men  wouUl  spring  for- 
ward, and  have  done  so  on  all  occasions 
when  the  service  of  their  country  required 
tberaf  so  to  do,  but  that  ships  were  very 
difficult  to  be  procured.  On  the  contrary, 
the  enemy  did  not  want  men,  but  they 
Were  in  the  greatest  want  of  rthips ;  and, 
therefore,  depriving  them  of  10  sail  of  the 
line  was  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the 
present  state  of  aflairs  in  Europe,  If  the  " 
arguments  of  the  noble  and  learned  loi'd  \ 
Were  true,  that  40  shipwrights  couljl  build  ' 
a  ship  of  the  line  in  12  months,  and  that  j 
from  the  number  the  ruler  of  France  had  \ 
it  in  his  power  to  employ,  he  might  obtain 
100  sail' of  the  line  in'ayear,  it  was  the 
more  necessary  to  depri'w  him  ^  all  con- 
tmgent  assistance.  The  supporter*  of  the 
tnotfon  .did  not,  he  said,  coii«)esceiid  to 
bestow  OB  fakn  and  hit  colka^ocs,  who 
VouX. 


were  poor  weak  men  devoid  of  tal 
same  portion  of  allpwance  they  hj 
to  others  in  similar  circumstances, 
the  so-much-talked-of  capital  off 
^as  attacked  on  a  former  occasion 
the  administration  of  the  noble 
consequence  of  the  court  of  Denmi 
irtg  become  a  party  to  the  armed 
Kty,  a  ship  had  been  taken.  Did 
ble  vise,  in  his  geneiosity,  digni 
magnanimity,  give  up  that  ship 
she  was  taken  into  actual  sprvi< 
the  same  circumstance  took  place  i 
ing  her,  which  had  been  so  much  \ 
ject  of  sarcasm  and  censure  in  that 
her  name  was  changed,  and  from  t 
stein  she  was  christened  the  Nas 
was  evident,  therefore,  that  what  i 
found  so  much  fault  with  in  the 
of  the  present  ministers,  had  b 
tually  the  practice  of  their  prede 
and  as  he  could  not  view  this  ra< 
any  other  light  than  a  palpable  an( 
right  censure  of  the  expedition,  wl 
received  the  approbation  of  their  lo 
he  must  give  his  decided  negative 

Lord  Grentille  denied  that  th< 
had  yet  come  to  a  decision  on  th< 
of  the  expedition  to  Denmark;  1 
dence  relative  to  which  had  not  b 
before  it.  If^  therefore,  the  hoi 
decided,  it  must  have  decided 
evidence,  from  which,  indeed,  it 
too  willing  to  turn  aside.  The  uni 
ness  to  look  at,  much  less  to  exan 
merits  of  this  case,  was  but  too 
and  general.  Even  its  warmest  ad 
betrayed  their  feeling  of  its  real  ch 
by  their  anxiety  to  rescue  it  from 
^ion,  and  to  pronounce  on  it 
evidence.  Wheir  this  measure  v 
^Iked  of,  it  was  attempted  to  be  j 
by  tlie  allegation  of  some  secret  an 
the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  tantamount  to ; 
lation  for  the  surrender  of  the  Dani 
to  France ;  and  certainly  that  all 
had  considerable  weight  with  his  n 
no  doubt  it  had  with  that  of  other 
the  manner  in  which  this  allegati 
afterwards  sustained,  the  succesbi* 
lications  which  served  step  aft^^r 
fritter  away  its  force,  speeuily  led 
the  opinio  n,  that  the  ground  upon 
the  supporters  of  the  expedition  pi 
to  act  was  utterly  untenable. — M 
gard  to  the  doctrine,  that  the  unl 
disposition  of  Denmark  towards  tb 
try  was  a  justifiable  caose  of  war,  tl 
Ici'd-  in  the  most  impressive  ten 
tested  against  it    AcccrdinK  to 
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woald  make  coprimon  cduse  with  our  ene- 
my. If  th^y  had  shewn  any  disposition 
to  negotiate  or  to  keep  on  amicable  terms 
with  this  country,  there  might  be  some 
ground  for  the  present  motion ;  but  having 
acted  in  the  very  manner  they  had  done, 
they  certainly  had  forfeited  all  claim  to 
such  treatment  as  was  intended  to  be  held 
out  to  them.  In  this  view  of  the  matter, 
he  thought  the  motion  was  extremely  ill- 
timed,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  resisted.  A 
case  had  already  been  made  out^  which,  in 
the  face  of  parliament,  and  of  the  world, 
would  justify  ministers,  who,  in  this,  as  in 
the  instance  of  Portugal,  had  rescued  the 
country  from  an  impending  and  most  im- 
minent danger. 

Lord  Sidmouth  replied  with  considera- 
ble animation.  He  felt  gratified  at  the 
discussion  which  the  resolution  had  calfted 
forth,  although  he  must  say  that  it  bad  ex- 
perienced, from  the  noble  lords  who  op- 
posed it,  a  cfood  deal  of  misrepresentation. 
He  conten<!ed,  that  theanalogy  attempted 
with  respect  to  the  Toulon  fleet,  and  the 
capture  of  the  Spanish  ships,  did. not  at 
all  apply,  to  the  case  of  Copenhagen.  In 
the  former  instances,  circumstances  of  hos- 
tility had  taken  place  sufficient  to  justify 
a'  declaration,  but  the  attack  against  Co- 
penhagen had  the  two  characteristics  of 
surprize  and  spoliation  committed  on  a 
neutral,  independent,  and  friendly  power. 
Madeira  had  also  been  alluded  to,  but  it 
was  out  of  all  fair  and  legitimate  compari- 
son to  make  any  such  resenib lance.  The 
conduct  of  G.  Britain,  on  that  occasion, 
was  that  of  a  friendly  power  extending  its 
protection  to  a  weak  but  friendly  nation 
in  the  hour  of  impending  distress.  In 
what  fell  from  the  noble  secretary,  there 
was  nothing  to  convince  his  mind.  His 
arguments  alone  went  to  say,  that,  because 
this  country  had  commenced  a  career  of 
injustice,  therefore  it  ought  to  persevere 
in  it.  He  felt  the  converse  of  the  propo- 
sition, as  due  to  the  hitherto  proud  charac- 
ter of  G.  Britain,  and  with  such  an  impres- 
sion he  alone  came  forward,  unbiassed  by 
any  party  hostility  to  his  majesty's  ser- 
vants,' to  perform  the  duty  he  owed  to 
himself  and  his  country. — ^The  motion  be- 
ing loudly  ca]led  for,  the  house  divided, 
when  there  appeared — 
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Petition  respecting  the  Coi 

Fields  Prison.]   Mr.  Sheridan  ru 

sent  a  Petition  upon  a  subject 

should  recommend  to  the  serious 

of  the  house,  and  of  his  majestj 

ters.     The  subject  was  not  nev 

house,  for  in  the  year  ISOO  he  i 

a  considerable  •share,  with  a  w6 

hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett)  who 

not  then  see  in  his  place,  in  the 

which  had  been  made  into  the 

ment  of  the  Cotdbath-fields  Pri 

which  brought  the  abuses  in  the 

ment  of  that  prison  under  the  C( 

tion  of  parliament.     They  had, 

occasion,  established  the  case  so 

that  the  distinguished  person  now 

(Mr.  Pitt,)  who  was  then  at  th< 

his  majesty's  government,  was  ol 

give  way,  and  consent  to  a  full  1; 

tion  of  the  whole  trahsaction. 

ingly  a  commission  was  issued  \ 

majesty's  sign  manual,  appointii 

missioners,  most  of  them  member 

house,  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  ;  i 

port  was  made,  which  entered  vc 

into  the  detail  of  the^ subject. 

questionably  the  defect  or  error 

report  was  not,  that  it  exagger 

abuses  complained  of  in  the  int 

ministration  of  the  government  ot 

son.     He  found,  however,  that  tli 

recommended  in  the  report,  for  th 

of  the  abuses  cotnplaincd  of,  had  i 

caiTied  into  effect,  nay,  had  Uc( 

doned,  and  he  very  much  feared, 

abuses  had  increased  in  consequcr 

allegations  contained   in  the  pet 

had  not  felt   it  necessary  to  enqui 

previous  to  his  presenting  it  to  th 

because  he  had  received  the  Petit 

such  a  respectable  quarter,  and  uj^ 

high  authority,  that  he  could  note 

any  just  doubts  of  the  convctnes 

statements    it  contained.      The 

was  signed  by  Mr.  Stevens,  foren 

by  the  othet  m<^mbers  of  the  gn 

of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  as  W4 

Mr.  Phillips,  one  of  the  sheriffs,  a 

man,  who,  infmitely  to  his  credit, 

himself,  with  the  most  laudable 

the  execution  of  all  the  duties  of  li 

ouiB  office.     He  could  assure  the  ri: 

the  chnncellor  of  the  exchequer,  t 

matter  was  not  brought  before  pai 

by  him  with  any  party  views,  nor 

petitioners  any  such  object  in  th< 

tcmplation.     On  the  contrary,  it  h 

his  practice,  on  every  occasion  v 

had  a  petition  to  present,  prayii 
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redress  of  gncvaDcos>  to  submit  the  suliject 
to  the  consideration  of  his  insyesty's  minid" 
ters^  whenever  the  redresd  could  be  efiec 
tuaily  admijiistered  by  them,  rather  than 
bring  the  matter  forward  publicly  in  par- 
liament. Thi3  course  h|id  been  followed 
in  the  present  instance.  A  communica- 
tion had  been  made  to  his^majesty's  go- 
vernment by  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  in  ah  interview  which  he  had  with 
one  of  his  majesty's  ministers.  As  no 
•teps  had  since  been  taken  in  consequence 
oC  sock  communication,  ho  bad  thought  it 
his  diity  .to^  present  the  petition  to  parlia- 
ment, liut,  he  should,  for  the  present, 
content  himself  with  moving,  that  the  pe-^ 
tilion  do  lie  on  the  table,  leaving  the  whole 
credit  of  the  business  to  his  majesty's  mi- 
'  nisters,  if  they  should  think  proper  to  take 
itr  up,  though  at  the  same  time  he  was 
bound  to  state,  that  if,  aAer  a  reasonable 
time,  no  step  should  appear  to  have  been 
taken,  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  briug 
£brD\'ard  the  subject  by  a  specific  molioii. 

The  Chancellor  (f  the  Exchequer  -did  not 
mean  to  give  any  opposition  to  the  bring- 
ing up  this  retitiou,though  after  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon:  gent,  he  felt  called 
upon  to  make  one  or  two  observations. 
He  agreed  with  the  rights  hon.  gent,  that 
when  questipns  of  this  description  arose, 
the  proper  course  to  take  was,  to  see  at 
first  how  "far  the  executive  'government 
might  be  disposed  to  interfere  for  the  re* 
dtess  of  the  abuses  complained  of.  An 
appeal  \o  the  government  was,  therefore, 
the  most  correct  proceeding  in  the  first^ 
instance,  because  it  was  competent  to  the 
executive  to  direct  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion into  the  matters  compluitied  of,  arid 
if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  should  be 
auch  as  to  warraut  the  proceeding,  to  order 
a  criminal  prosecution  against  the  ofibnd- 
ing  parties.  This  was  the  view  which  he 
had  of  the  subject,  and  the  right  hon. 
gent,  himself  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  it. 
The  Communication  that  had  been  made 
to  government  w^s  conveyed  in  a  private 
form,  which  could  not  regularly  be  acted 
upon;  and  he  had,  in  consequence,  recom* 
mended  that  the  matter  should  be  officially 
communicated  to  the  executive  ;  iii  which 
case,  he  pledged  himself,  that  so  far  sms  he 
was  individually  concerned,  no  time  should 
be  lost,  not  any  means  left  untried  to  as- 
certain the  justice  of  the  complaint.  He 
had  thought  this  a  course  fer 'preferable  to 
bringing  the  subject  at  once  before  pgirli- 
ament ;  because  whatever  prosecutions  the 
executive  might  fmd  it  necesssry  to  order. 


upoh  an  investigation  of  the  matter^  mast 
come  before  the  grand,  jury,  who  would  of 
course  come  to  the  ponsiaeratioii  of  the 
charge,  with  less  prejudice  upon  tbeir 
minds.  After  hfe  had  recommended  this  ' 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  upon  the  git>Qndft 
be  had  stated,  tl^  petitioners,  whciiier  \ 
from  a  jmt  or  an  unjust  distrust  of  the  go- 
vernment had  thought  proper  to  bring  the 
matter  publicly  before  parliament.  Though 
the  presentment,  it  appeared  had  &eea 
made  at  the  Michaelmas  Sessions,  it  was" 
not  till  after  the .  commencement  of  thft 
present  scission  of  pariiament.that  the  mat-* 
ter  had  been  commtmicated  to  govern- 
ment. An  inquiry  too  had  befea  made  by 
the  magistrates,  which,  though  he  could 
not  say  whether  the  result  of  that  iaquiry 
was  right  or  wrong,  seemed,  from-  the  si- 
lence of  the  parties,  a  satisfdctiny  answer 
to  the  ccm plaint,  a|;id  therefore  no  farther 
steps  had  beeii  taken  till  the  present  time* 
It  had  even  been  inforred,  from  their  not 
having  made  the  official  ccxnmunicatioa 
recommended,  that  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, who  preferred  the  complaint,'  were 
^satisfied  with  the  result  of  that  inquiry. 
He  was  sure  the  right  hon.  gent  would 
concur  with  him,  that  it  would  have  been 
much  better  to  have  left  the  business,  m 
the-first  instance,  to  the  executive*  govern- 
ment ;  but  now  that  the  Petition  had  beea 
brought  forward,  he  had  no  objecUoa  to 
its  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  »S/4erM/fi«  observed,  that  the  petiti- 
oners had  not  shewn  any  unfair  distrust  of 
government,  remembering  as  they  did  that 
no  efficient  measures  of  redress  had  been 
adopted,  founded  on  the  report  of  ISOOj 
and  because  there  could  be  no  efficient 
redress  without  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Arisk 
As  to  an  official  communication,  it  waa 
impossible  for  the  petitioners  to  makojt^ 
because  the  grandjuiy  had  been  dissolved 
previous  to  the  communication.  It  was  a& 
private  individuals  that  they  appeared  a& 
petitioners  before  parliament,  aiid*  not  ia 
any  aggregate- capacity. 

The  Cfmncellor  qfihe  Exchequer  repeated* 
that  the  only  communication  made  to  go- 
vernment was  of  a  private  nature,*  and, 
consequently,  was  not  a  sufficieJiit  ground 
for  a  public  proceeding*.  As~  to  tlie  fb* 
port  of  1800,  he',had  only  to  observe,,  that 
it  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house, 
and  might  have  been  mtuje  the  foundation 
'  of  parliamentary  measured  by  a^y  hon. 
member  who  might  have  thought  such  a 
course  necessary. — The  Petition  was  thei^ 
brought  up  uiid  fead,— tAft«f  which  Mr* 
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Sheridan  mored,  that  It  do  lie  od  the  table, 
at  the  same  tide  stating^  that  many  more 
facts  had  since  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  petitioners,  'which  however^  he  should 
on  that  occasion  abstain  from  detailing  to 
the  house. — A  short  conyersation  then 
took  place,  as  U>  the  propriety  of  allowing 
the  petition  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  a 
description  of  the  petitioners  that  was  not 
borne  out  by  the  fact.  Mr.  Sumner  first 
took  the  exception,  .on  this  ground,  as 
even  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself  had  ad- 
mitted, that  the  grand  jury  had  been  dis- 
solved previous  to  the  inquiry,  and  cer- 
tainly, before  the  presenting  of  the  peti- 
tion. Without  any  wish  to  oppose  like 
petition,  he  thought  the  house  could  not 
entertain  it,  with  such  an  unfounded  de- 
signation of  ibe  parties  who  presented  it. 
lUe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  recom- 
mended to  vthe,  right  hon.  gent,  on  this 
ground,  to.  withdraw  the  petition  for  the 
present,  in  order  to  haye  one  prepared  to 
present  to-morrow,  with  the  proper  de- 
signation of  the  parties,  in  which  case  he 
should  himself  he  ready  to  second  the  mo- 
tion, that  the  petition  should  lie  on  the 
table.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  She- 
ridan, who  thought  that  tbe  house  ought 
not  to  be  too  critical  as  to  the  wording  of 
petitions,  the  petition  was  allowed  to  be 
withdrawn,  in  order  that  it  might  be  pre- 
pared to  be  presented  to-morrow  in  a  more 
correct  form. 

[OaoERs  IN  Council  Bill.]  On  the  or- 
der of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  2d 
reading  of  the  Orders  in  Council  bill, 

Mr.  Eden  said,  that  he  ^uld  not  allow 
this  bill  to  go  through  another  stage  with- 
out declaring  his  sentiments  upon  it.  He 
thoughtthat  our  retaliation  upon  our  ene- 
mies ought  to  be -conducted  in  such  a  man* 
ner  as  not  to  injure  unolfending  neutrals. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  note  delivered 
to  the  American  negociators  on  the  31st  of 
Dec.  1806,  was  still  binding  on  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country,  as  there  was  no 
appearance  that  America  had  submitted 
to  the  controul  which  the  French  govern- 
ment had  attempted  to  impose  on  thb 
commerce  of  neutrals  with  Britain.  On 
the  contrary,  there  was  ample  evidence 
that  America  had  remonstrated  against 
the  French  decree,  and  had  t^btained  an  ex- 
emption frcMn  its  operation  according  to  the 
explanation  given  by  the  French  minister 
of  marine,  Decres.  To  impose  a  tax  upon 
neutrals  was  illegal  by  the  law  of  natioas> 
and  by  the  statute  law  also.  The  measure 
v«ald,do  uo  ii^ry  to  Fraiice,  but  it  wouid 


grievously  injure  those  who  were  entitled 
to  our  forbearance,  and  as  far  as  cpuld  be 
to  our  protection. 

The  Advocate-General  then  rose  and  spoke 
nearly  as  follow :  Sir,  the  house  will  natur 
rally  expect  I  should  lay  before  them  my 
opinion  upon  the  subject  of  this  bill,  and  the 
grounds  of  that  opinion,  upon  this  occa>- 
sion.  In  doing  this,  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  look  to  the  policy  and  nhe  legality  of 
the  present  measure,  both  of  which  hu^e 
been  charged  against  it  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  has  just  now  set  down.  In  taking 
a  copiprehensive  view  of  this  matter,  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  necessary  to  tr^ce  back 
some  of  the  circumstances  which  led  gene- 
rally to  its  adoption,  because  we  must  not 
consider  a  measure  like  this  detached 
from  the  circumstances  which  preceded 
or  accompanied  it.  Its  policy  and  legality 
can  only  be  fairly  appreciated  by  such  ^a 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  out  of 
which  it  arog^e.  It  is  evident  then,  that 
the  Decree  of  the  French  government,  of 
the  21st  of  Nov.  1806,  is  the  foundation  of 
the  present  proceeding.  That  decree  pur- 
ported to  declare  the  British  isles  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  and  to  prohibit  all 
commerce  whatever,  even  with  neutral 
nations,  in  the  manufactures  of  this  coun- 
try. The  effect  of  that  decree  was  to  ex- 
clude us  from  all  foreign  powers  whatever; 
and  to  prevent  them  not  only  from  carry- 
ing on  their  accustomed  trade  with  this 
country^  but  even  to  exclude  the  possibi- 
lity of  one  neutral  nation  trading  with 
safety  to  another.  An  American  vessel 
trading  from  one  neutral  port  to  another^ 
was  subject  to  be  seized  by  that  Decree  of 
the  French  governinent.--Sir,  it  has  beea 
saidi  that  we  have. misconstrued  this  Dc-. 
cree,  and  that  it  does  not  in  effect  blockade 
this  country.  In  regard  to  its  prohibiting 
the  carriage  of  oiir  produce  or  manufac- 
tures, there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but  it  has 
been  alleged  that  there  could  have  been 
some  other  mode  of  avoiding  its  conse- 
quences. In' my  opinion,  I  do  not  <jee  attiy 
great  difference  whether  the  threatened 
blockade  was  included  in  it  or  not;  for  if 
foreign  ships  had  only  been  allowed  to 
come  to  this  country  with  their  foreign 
produce,  and  not  enabled  to  take  away 
our  goods  in  return,  that  surely  amounted- 
very  nearly  to  a  similar  blockading  decla- 
ration. I  cannot  but  be  surprised  that 
any  person  can  read  this  French  Decree, 
and  doiibt  its constiuction.  The  very  pre- 
amble of  it  recites  what  has  been  done  b^ 
this  country  ^  but  it  must  be  admitted  tbak 
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these  imputations  are  groundless  and  false. 
It  states  that  this  country  had  blockaded 
various  ports  against  neutrals,  and  argues 
the  necessity  ol'  retaliation,  and  of  declar- 
ing the  British  isles  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
The  fact,  however,  is  falsely  assumed,  that 
this  country  ever  declared  any  port  in  a 
Btate  of  blockade,,  without  previously  in- 
Testing  that  port.  1  shall  do  the  late  go- 
vernment of  this  country  the  justice  to  say 
that  when  they  blockaded  any  of  the  ene- 
my's ports,  they  anxiously  inquired  whether 
those  ports  had  been  in  the  first  place  regu- 
larly invested.  The  French  government,  in 
tijeir  de<;ree,  avowed  their  intention  of  re- 
taliation, without  previously  investing  our 
ports,  and  therefore  all  the  consequences 
of  that  blockade  must  be  presumed  to  fol- 
low that  declaration.  It  goes  on  through 
^ix  articles,  and  then  states,  that  any  ves- 
sel coming  from  the  British  ports  with 
British  goods,  shall  not  be  admitted  into 
any  port  of  that  toimtry,  meaning  France 
itself.  Now  there  does  seem  something 
of  an  inconsistency  between  this  article, 
and  the  first  one  in  that  Decree ;  the  one, 
in  a  certain  degree,  doing  away  the  effect 
of  ihe  other.  It  might,  indeed,  be  doubted 
whether  this  w*as  not  done  on  purpose  that 
no  vessel  should  be  admitted  direct  from 
oar  ports  to  those  of  France,  till  they 
touched  at  some  .intermediate  one.  It 
surely,  at  least,  would  bear  such  a  con- 
struction: but  still  the  previous  part  of  it 
justified  us  in  a  contrary  conclusion. 
That  Decree  of  the  French  government 
'  avowed  itself  to  mean  a  retaliation  for  an 
imaginary  offence ;  and  what,  then,  became 
the  duty  of  this  country,  and  other  coun- 
tries, in  consequence  of  this  outrageous 
measure  ?  It  surely  became  their  duty  to 
render  such  a  mode  of  unaccustomed  war- 
fare to  be  retaliated  and  retorted  upon  the 
enemy.  It  was  our  duty  to  do  this  with  as 
much  forbearance  as  possible  against  other 
countries.  Although  it  be  a  just  principle 
in  the  law  of  nations  that  other. countries 
must  tia'turally  suffer,  in  a  certain  degree, 
by  the  measures  adopted,  by  belligerent 
powers ;  yet  it  is  surely  the  duty  ot  each 
to  render  that  suffering  as  little  injurious 
?s  possible.  I  certainly  must  justify  the 
forbearance  of  the  former  ministry;  bat 
in  doing  so,  I  think  it  cannot  be  argued 
that  if  their  measure  was  foimd  insufficient 
for  the  purposes  intended,  others  more 
vigorous  should  not  be  adopted,  in  or- 
der to  remove'  those  inconveniences  this 
country  was  likely  to  undergo  in  conse- 
^ence  of  French  measures.    What,  then 


followed  the  measure  of  the  last  govern- 
ment, dated  the  7th  of  Jan.?  Did  neu- 
tral nations  intt^rpose  ?  Did  the  three  na- 
tions whom  the  French  Decrees  materially 
affected  interpOvSe,  in  oixlcr  to  get  them  re- 
moved ?  Did  Denmark,  Portu^l,or  Ame- 
rica interpose  ?  1  have  not  understood  that 
any  of  these  powers  did  endeavour  to  do 
jso.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  we  have  a 
pretty  strong  Note  now  laid  before  the 
house,  which  was  presented  by  the  Danish 
government,  complaining  of  the  ii^ustice 
of  the  Decree  issued  by  G.  Britain,  but  no 
inclination  was  evinced  to  revoke  the  pre- 
vious Decree  of  France,  nor  intimating 
any  sense  ef  the  forbearance  of  this  coun- 
try. .  That  Note  I  think  seems  to  be  sound- 
ing pretty  much  of  an  Armed  Neutrality, 
the  favourite  measure  which  Denmark  -has 
all  along  been  aiming  at;  a  measure 
on  a  principle  which,  once  adopted  and 
carried  into  effect,  so  as  to  increase  the 
maritime  power  of  the  nations  on  the  con- 
tinent, must  put  an  erni  to  the  maritime 
power  of  G.  Britain.  Such  has  all  along 
been  the  disposition  of  Denmark.  As  to 
Portugal,  such  was  the  unfortunate  situa- 
tion of  that  country,  that  with  every  dis- 
position to  do  justice  to  her  allies,  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  she  could  venture  to 
interfere  to  procure  a  revocation  of  the 
^rencti  Decree,  when  she  was  obviously 
imder  the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to 
purchase  her  own  neutrality.  So  far  ircm 
her  being  able  to  do  so,  it  was  well  known 
that  the  port  of  Lisbon  was  made  the  en- 
trtpot  for  violating  the  Decree  we  issued 
upon  the  7th  of  Jari.  and  breaking  through 
the  prohibition  of  trading  from  one  port 
to  another.  The  couritry  from  which  we 
had  reason  to  expect  the  effectual  inter- 
position, was  the  Lnited  States  of  America* 
Upon  a  former  occasion  that  country  at- 
tempted what  it  was  called  upon  to  do,  at 
least  so  far  as  respected  its  own  honour. 
It  may  be* in  the  recollection  of  the  house^ 
that  there  was  a  Decree  somewhat  similar 
to  the  present  one  issued  by  the  French 
government  in  the  beginning  of  Jan.  1798, 
when  that  decree  was  noticed  in  the  Pre- 
sident's speech,  as  most  injurious  to  Ame- 
rica, and  stated  to  be  a  measure  that  could 
not  be  Suffered  to  exist,  without  violating, 
the  independence  of  their  country.  That 
speech  strongly  showed  what  were  then 
the  feelings  and  the  intentions  of  the 
United  States  upon  this  subject.  It  showed 
that  it  was  then  deemed  to  be  an  unjust 
attack  acfainst  neutral  rights,  and  that  they 
owned  t£at  nothing  but »  thorough  resist*' 
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ance  to  it  could  rescue  them  from  its  per- 
nicious effects.  Such  was  the  sense  of 
America  upon  the  Decree  of  1798.  What, 
now,  has  been  the  senSe  of  America  upon 
the  Decree  of  1 806  ?  We  have  a  right  to 
look  to  that  Government  for  the  same  sort 
of  conduct  upon  that  subject,  when  there 
was 'the  same  sort  of  Decree  issued  by 
France,  ^ith  the  addition  of  declaring  the 
British  Isles  in  a  state  of  blockade.  Was 
It  too  much  to  expect  of  America,  that  on 
being  informed  of  that  Decree,  she  should 
consider  it  as  a  measure  issued  totally  re- 
gardjess  of  her  rights  and  independence  ? 
Was  it  too  much  to  expect  that  she  would 
make  a  firm  resistance  to  oppose  lis  conse- 
quences? We  shall  suppose,  then,  that 
America  did  actually  interpose,  and  the 
question  must  come  to  this,  was  it  done  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy  her  honour  and 
her  interest  as  connected  with  G.  Britain  ? 
As  it  was  a  measure  of  warfare  against  this 
country,  was  it  not  tending  to  aflect  Ame- 
rica remotely  ?  She  owed  her  interposi- 
tion, undoubtedly,  not  only  for  her  own 
honour  but  for  her  interest,  and  those  du- 
ties she  should  have  observed  towards  the 
belligerent  power  that  was  thus  attacked, 
and  with  whom  she  was  in  perfect  amity. 
It  has  been  asked,  upon  a  former- occasion, 
in  order  to  shew  the  illegality  of  our  mea- 
sures, has  this  French  Decree  been  at  all 
enforced  in  France  ?  But  I  apprehend 
the  question  ought  to  be — has  the  measure 
been  revoked  by  France  ?  Are  we  to  re- 
sort to  the  ministers  of  France  for  the  pur- 
pose of  knowing  whether  they  can  exer- 
cise their  own  Decree  or  not  ?  After  the 
discussion  that  has  already  taken  place 
upon  the  subject  of  M.  Decres'  Letter,  can 
any  body  consider  that  it  contains  that 
sort  of  revocation  that  ou^ht  to  have  satis- 
fied America?  Has  there  been  any  Decree 
declaring  that  America  was  excepted  out 
of  the  Order  of  the  2 1st  of  Nov.  ?  If  France 
chose  to  give  a  doubtful  and  prevaricating 
answer  to  America,  was  that  to  assure  Ame- 
rica that  her  commerce  would  be  free  from 
interruption  ?  Did  not  the  tenor  and  the- 
maxim  still  continue  ?  Were  not  her  ves- 
sels, as  well  as  those  of  other  countries, 
pbliged  to  pay  higher  insurance,  in  con- 
sequence of  that  Decree  still  existing? 
Undoubtedly  it  must  be  conceded  that  a 
private  assurance  of  this  sort  ought  not  to 
nave  been  considered  any  thing  upon 
which  America  could  rest  satisfied.  But, 
even  let  it  be  granted,  that  there  had  been 
a  public  assurance  to  America  that  she 
alone  wa$  to  be  exempted  from  its  influ- 


ence, would  that  have  been  a 
ground  for  us  not  to  look  furth 
mterest  ?  What !  because  Franc 
to  except  America  from  her  inji 
crees,  are  we  to  consent  to  theii 
ance  ?  If  Fi'ahce  thinks  proper 
the  territories  of  several  neutn 
and  not  to  act  in  a  similar  niannc 
another  neutral,  does  it  follow 
other  nations  are  to  submit  and 
misconstruction  of  her  conduc 
then;  is  the  construction  that  ca 
upon  her  condi\ct  by  the  law  o 
which  is  the  principle  of  natura 
honestly  and  bona  fide  employ 
not  by  mahccuvre  and  managenn 
sort  that'  we  are  to  be  'bound  to 
same  exception  in  our  conduc 
France,  that  she  may  be  plcaso 
towards  Amprica,  by  that  priv 
ranee,  if  it  may  be  so  cajlcd,  tl 
through.  M.  Decres. — What  t( 
upon  the  17th  or  H)th  of  Feb.  ? 
nish  Decree  was  then  ismed,  ar 
be  looked  upon  as  the  act  o 
Was  there  any  exception  in 
America  ?  If  it  was  to  be  under 
America  was  excepted  out  of  tl 
of  the  21«t  of  Nov.  is  it  to  be  sup| 
in  that  subsequent  decree  we  si 
have  had  some  notice  of  that  e: 
This,  surely,  was  a  pretty  strc 
that  America  was  never  intendei 
been  exempted.  Did  not  the  « 
the  ship  Sanson,  by  the  Spanis 
evince  what  was  their  understand 
blockade  of  England  ?  She  was  ti 
the  sole  ground  of  her  violating  tl 
ading  decree.  Now,  let  us  go  c 
ther  point  that  will  yet  further 
the  nature  of  that  Dacree.  I  aih 
Treaty  of  Tilsit.  France  now  h 
mated  partly  her  object ;  Russia 
sia  had  made  their  peace  with  Fi 
were  become  neutrals ;  but  do 
for  a  revocation  of  that  Decn 
they  are  converted  into  the 
France ;  and  can  any  one  dou 
was  part  of  the  system  of  that  Tr 
Denmark,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  \\ 
be  condemned  to  comply  ^ith  t 
deracy  \  France  now  had  acci 
what  she  deemed  a  grand  ohjtc 
excluding  the  commerce  of  < 
from  all  thd' continental  ports.  ^ 
the  answer  of  Buonaparte  hiiiii 
America  ?  He  expressly  disavow 
tention  of  excluding  her  from 
sures,  even  when  he  began  to  lee 
blockade  of  this  country  might 
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retort  upoii  him  the  e^il  of  his  ovm  injus-* 
ticG.  New,  let  u$^  look  a  little  into  the 
gituation  of  this  country  .and  Europe,  as 
affected  by  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  Oct  or  beginning  of  Nov.  last, 
tvhen  these  Orders  in  Council  were  issued. 
The  fact  was,  that  with  regard  to  England, 
she  was  excluded  from  eyeryport  of  Eu- 
rope, except  the  island  of  l»cily.  Her 
produce  and  manufactures  were  com- 
pletely interdicted.     Yet,   it   has    been 

»  stated,  that  these  Orders  have  been  the 
min  of  our  commerce.  Look  at  our  situ- 
ation without  these  Orders,  and  then  let 
ta  consider  the  question.  Not  a  port  wa^ 
open  at  the  peilod  they  were  issued.  The 
continental  market  of  Europe  was  com- 

'  pletely  shut  against  us.  But  then  it  is 
said,  that  those  vigorous  measures  of  the 
French  government  would  not  have  been 
carried  into  execution,  had  noi  our  Orders 
beeji  adopted.  No.w>  I  answer  to  this, 
that  we  havjB  not  read  a  single  news-paper, 
for  many  months  back,  that  did  not  bring 
ns  accounts  of  fresh  measui*es  being  taken 
for  the  rigorous  and  strict  observance  of 
that  original  decree.  Besides  this,  let  us 
look  to  the  probability  of  the  fact.  It 
tnieht  very  probably  have  been  the  case, 
had  France  continued  at  war  with  some 
of  the  other  continental  powers,  that  she 
"Would,  from  necessity,  have  softened  the 
rigour  of  her  Decree,  and  connived  at 
neutrals  introducing  British  comtnodities 
Upon  the  continent ;  but,  when  Buonaparte 
hds  consummated  his  grand  scheme  for 
the  destruction  df  our  maritime  power, 
can  any  person  believe,  that  he  would 
any  longer  have  suiFered  this  connivance  > 
AVould  he  not  have  done  every  thing  to 
forward  his  gi'and  object  of  excommuni- 
cating G.  Britain  from  the  society  of  na- 
tions ?  We  have  only  to  refer  to  the  news- 
papers of  the  month  of  Oct.  to  find,  that 
at  the  very  moment  when  Buonaparte  res- 
tores to  their  legitimate  sovereigns  the  dis- 
tricts of-Mechlenbmrg  and  Oldenburg,  it  is 
Upon  the  express  condition  that  they  shall 
Cfxclude  British  commerce.  If  this,  then. 
Was  the  case,  what  was  the  situation  of  this 

'  country  ?  We  might  send  our  manufac- 
tures for  the  consumption  of  our  colonies, 
and  in  return  we  could  bring  home  our 
colonial  produce,  but  there  our  commerce 
ended.  Not  one  article  of  British  manu- 
facture could  find  its  way  to  the  continent 
of  Europe.  Will  any  person  say,  that 
this  situation  would  not  be  the  destruction 
of  the  resources  of  this  country :  We 
could  hi^v<;  nothing  to  do,  but  either  to  at- 


tempt to  ibrce  open  the  door  to  the  .conti- 
nental market,  6r  submit  to  those  terms  of 
peace  which  France  was  wHling  to  impose 
upon  ns.    If  France  had  the  means  of  ob- 
taining '  firom  other  sources  those,  articles 
of  which  she  stood  in  need,  is  it  at  all  pro« 
bable  fhat  shb  would  ever  have  consented 
to  admit  our  produce  ?  When  France  is 
deprived  of  those  article,  is  it  not  natural 
to  suppose  that  she  will  become  the  vio« 
lator  of  her  own  prohibitions  ?  Will  she 
not  then  be  induced  to  receive  our  com- 
merce into  her  territories  }   Is  .thefe  any 
chance  of  her  doing  this,  if  she  could  be 
supplied  by  other  means  ?     It  is  true,  that 
before  these  Orders  in  Council  were  issued, 
there  was  a  considerable  degree  of  benefit, 
in  my  opinion,  derived  by  the  effect  of  the 
Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.     That  Order 
pressed  very  considerably  upon  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe ;  and  the  more  so  as  the 
powet^  gradually  came  under  the  dominion 
and  controul  of  France,  as  there  was  then 
no  neutral  intermediate  power  through 
which  they  could  violate  those   Orders. 
We    must  be  aware,  however,  that   the 
coasting  trade  of  Europe  was  necessarily 
open  to  very  considerable  evasion,   by 
stealing  allong  their  shores  in  small  vessels  ; 
and  besides,   that  there  were   means  of 
communication  through  the  great  rivers 
of  Europe,  by  which  with  considerable 
inconvenience  to  themselves,  they  might 
be  supplied  with  the  various  products  of 
the  continents.     But  with  respect  to  the 
foreign  commerce,  they  were    actually 
under   no  inconvenience  whatever,  not- 
withstanding all  our  boasted  maritimie  su- 
periority.    Ckir  enemies  had,  in  fact,  bet- 
ter   opportunities  for    procuring  foreign 
commerce,  than  if  they  had  employed  a 
great  maritime  force  to  protect  their  trade. 
This  may,    indeed,  appear  paradoxical, 
but  the  truth  is,  that  by  means  of  neutral 
vessels  they  could  bring  home,  not  only 
all  the  produce  of  their  islands,  but  even 
the  produce  of  America,  as  securely  as  if 
they  had  not  been  in  a  state  of  warfare : 
under  neutral  names  they  enjoyed  a  com- 
plete supply  of  all  the  products  from  the  ^ 
various  quarters  of  the  world.     They  col- 
lected the  duties  upon  the  export  of  theni 
from  their  colonies,  and  tKey  were  even 
doing   something  more  than .  this ;  they 
were  granting  bounties  for  the  carrying  of 
those  very  products  to  the  mother  country. 
Wines  and  brandies  and  other  products  of 
France,  went  in  exchange   for  oils,  soap,  • 
and  other  products  of  their  colonies,  with- 
out being  in  the  slightest  degred  ques- 
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tioned.  In  shorty  thev  were  in  the  foil 
enjoyment  of  all  the. advantages  of  [^eace, 
by  having^an  ample  supply  of  all  sorts  of 
goods.  The  regular  tea  sales  at  Amster- 
dam went  on  without  any  the  smallest  in- 
terruption, just  as  if  the  Dutch  were  in  a 
state  of  the  most  profound  peace  ;  ships 
thlt  traded  irom  Amsterdam  to  China  be^ 
ing  allowed  to  navigate  with  the  greatest 
facility.  Even  the  capital  of  every  Dutch 
merchant  was  fully  employed.  Most  of 
the  houses  in  Amsterdam  have  houses  in 
America,  or  have  agents  in  that  country, 
so  that  the  money  viras  advanced  in  many 
instances  before  a  single  bale  of  goods  left 
America.  They  had  then  colonial  and 
other  produce  conveyed  to  them  just  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  we  had  not  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  maritime  superiority  at  all .  I 
do  not  know  whether  or  not  I  have  been 
succesfol  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  but  it 
does  seem  to  me,  that  looking  to  the  situ- 
ation of  Europe,  and  of  this  country,  at  the 
time  of  issuing  these  Orders,  it  was  ruinous 
to  us  in  the  extreme.  While  this  country 
was  in  this  state  of  blockade,  America 
could  not  take  from  us  a  single  bale  of  Bri- 
tish goods  without  the  risk  of  her  vessels 
being  lawful  prizes  to  the  French.  Our 
commerce  and  colonial  produce  might 
have  remained  in  our  waretiouses  and  rot- 
ted there  ;  as  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  more  Buonaparte  acquired  of  the  conti- 
nent, the  more  rigorously  would  he  be  in- 
clined to  enforce  his  measures.  And  be 
it  recollected,  that  our  commerce  consti- 
tutes the  sinews  of  war,  and  therefore 
those  measures  of  retaliation  which  we 
sdopted  were  absolutely  necessary  for  our 
preservation  and  defence.  We  have  only 
imposed  those  privations  upon  France 
which  would  induce  France,  or  at  least  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country,  (for  I  am  not 
supposing  that  we  could  compel  their  go- 
vernment to  agree  to  these  measures),  to 
become  the  violators  of  their  own  decrees. 
Now,  upon  the  ground  of  retaliation  we 
are  perfectly  justified.  It  has  been  said, 
that  our  Orders  have  been  a  violation  of 
the  law  of  Nations ;  but  need  I  revert  to 
any  other  authority  upon  this  subject  than 
that  of  the  late  government  themselves  ? 
I  confess  that  I  cannot  see  any  difference 
in  the  principle,  although  there  may  be 
some  in  the  degree,  between  these  Orders 
and  that  of  the  7th  of  Jan. ;  they  were 
founded  upon  the  principle  of  retaliation. 
This  principle  was  completely  set  forth  by 
a  noble  lord  (Howick)  in  a  note  to  Mr. 
Rist,  [p.  402,]  in  which  he  sti^ongly  rc- 
VoL.  X. 


presents  the  injustice  of  the  French  De- 
cree of  Nov.  1806,  and  justifies  the  con- 
duct of  his  majesty  in  issuing  the  Oi*der  in 
Council,  of  7th   Jan.  which   Order  was 
founded  upon  the  j«ist  principle  of  retali- 
ation.   This  principle  seems  to  have  been 
asserted  by  France  herself.     I  do  not  feel 
it,  notwithstanding  these  authorities,  ne- 
cessary to  plead  the  justification  of  these 
Orders,  by  the  precedent  of  that  issued  by 
his  majesty's   late   government. — No  ;  I 
think,  and  I  am  sure,  this  house  will  feel^ 
that  they  are  perfectly  justifiable  ;  and,  I 
will  add,  founded  on  the  law  of  nations. 
In  1798,  Russia  feeling  at  that  period  the 
aggressions  and  overweening  tyranny  of 
France,  did   issue  an  Order  of  a   much 
stronger  stamp  than  those  issued '  by  G. 
Britam,  and  so  much  complained  of ;  that 
Order  authorised  the  seizure  of  all  ships 
proceeding  to  France.     I  do  contend,  that 
the  question  of  the  conformity  of  these 
Ordere  to  the  law  of  nations,  cannot  be 
viewed  in  the  abstract.    It  may  be  asked, 
will  you  repel  injustice  with  injustice?  No. 
— But,  I  would  ask,  is  it  to  be  endured, 
that  one  belligerent  shall  be  suffered  to 
act   towards   another  in   a  mannbr   the 
most  unjust,  and  the  most  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  that  the  other 
belligerent  shall  be  bound  to  observe  the 
accustomed  usages  and  conduct  towards 
her  ?     I  do  contend  that  France  has  acted 
towards  this  country  in  open  violation  of 
every  law  of  nations  ;  and  I  do  maintain 
that  this  country  is  justified  in  retaliating 
upon  her.     If  it  be  said  that  the  law  of 
nations  ought  not  to  be  observed,  I  do 
firom  my  heart  protest  against  such  a  prin- 
ciple.    I  do  think  that  nothing  but  the 
•most  urgent  necessity  can  warrant  its  non- 
observance.      If,  however,  your  enemy 
will   not   be    bound  by  it,   I    do  think 
that  you  have  no  other  resort  but  that  of 
going  back  to  first  principles,  and  look- 
ing to  self-preservation — Much  has  been 
said  of  the  infringement  of  neutral  rights, 
but  1  have  heard  very  little  said  of  neutral 
duties.     In  the  operation  of  these  Orders 
in  Council,  it  never  was  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  fi*ainers  of  them  to  oppose  neu* 
tral  rights.    If  America  suffer,  it  is  what 
is  unavoidable  where  her  interest  is  so 
connected  as  in  the  present  war  between 
this  country  and  France.    These  measures 
against  America  were  alone  intended  to 
annoy  France,  not  to  injure  or  infringe 
upon  the  rights  of  neutrals.    Every  con- 
cession, that  was  compatible  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  I  do  maintain  was 
2X 
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m^dde  In  favour  of  neutrals.  America  was, 
as  before,  admitted  to  go  to  the  colonies 
and  bring  back  their  produce  fur  her  own 
consumption.  I  cannot, consider  it  a  hard- 
ship to  require  of  a  ijeutral  Vvhom  you 
admit  to  go  to'  an  enemy's  colony,  to  be 
subject  to  certain  restrictions  for  such  ad- 
mission. If  you  have  a  right  to  interdict 
k;  you  have  a  rjght  to  pomt  out  such  re- 
gjalations  as  you  think  fit.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  measures  adop.ted  towards 
Anvcrica  will  be  likely  to  produce  misun- 
derstanding between  her  and  this  country. 
I  do  not  believe  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  America  will 
feel,  when  she  views  these  measures  with 
that  temper  and  coolness  that  I  think  she 
will,  that  this  country  has  been  actuated 
by  no  hostile  feeling  against  her,  but  that 
whatever  injury  she  may  sustain,  was  ab- 
solutely unavoidable  on  our pai't,  and  in- 
dispensable to  our  preservation  and  exist- 
ence. It  is  impossible  that  America  should 
not  see  that  this  country  has  doiie  every 
thing  in  its  power  compatible  with  its 
security,  to  accommodate  and  convenience 
her.  I  am  proud  it  has  been  so ;  con- 
vinced as  I  am,  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
one  country  is  the  prosperity  of  the  other. 
Difterent  has  been  the  treatment  of  France 
to  America.  All  communication  with  G. 
Britain  has  been  interdicted,  under  the 
threat  of  destroying  her  independence. 
The  conduct  of  France  towards  America,  1 
do  contend,  has  been  one  continued,  scene 
of  insult  and  injury.  G.  Britain  has,  on 
the  contrary,  uniformly  acted  with  mode- 
ration and  forbearance,  and  with  every  wish 
to  cultivate  amity  and  friendship  between 
the  two  countrie-'?.  I  am  satisfiea,  from  lall 
these  coasrderations,  and  from  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  America,  that  no 
rupture  will  take  place  between  us  and 
herw  A  great  dea>  of  objection  has  been 
raised  agafnst  the  shape  of  these  Orders  in 
Council,  against  the  particular  time^  at 
which  they  have  been  issued,  and  against 
their  being  too  rigorous ;  but  I  do  trust 
the  house  will  feel'the  weakness  of  these 
objections,  and  agree  that  they  have  been 
founded  both  upon  policy,  justice,  and  law. 
These  Orders,  I  am  satisfied,  will  cause, 
severe  privations  on  the  continent,  and 
visit  upon  the  he^d  of  its  tyrant  the  evils 
intended  to  be  entailed  upon  us.  The 
period  in  .which  we  live  is  a^wfial  bejfond 
example,  and  the  contest  in  which  we  arc 
engaged,  gieat  beyond  precedent.  We 
are  possessed  of  the  dominion  of  the  sea ; 
France  of  the  land ;  so  far  we  aie  on  a 
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footing  of  complete  equality.  I  regret  to 
hear  that  so  much  clamour  has  been  raised^, 
by  I  know  not  what  infatuation,  for  peace 
at  the  present  moment.  Are  those  who 
are  such  advocates  tor  that  measure,  satis- 
fied that  it  would  be  a  lasting,  solid,  and 
safe  one  ?  I  very  much  tear  that  no  peace 
of  the  kind  could  be  obtained  at  presentl 
I  am  satisfied,  that  by  carrying  on  the 
contest  with  that  spirit  and  energy  that 
become  a  free  people,  the  issue  will  be 
speedy,  honourable,  and  glorious. 

Earl  Temple  thought  his  lion,  and  learned 
friend,  who  had  just  sat  down,  had  de- 
parted from  the  investigation  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house,  lie  contended,  that 
the  principle  of  self-preservation  laid  down 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  fi*iend  in  defence 
of  these  Orders  in  Council,  was  not  made 
out.  If  it  had  been,  he  would  admit  it  to 
be  a  justification  of  them.  The  injury- 
done  to  neutrals,  it  ^'as  contended,  was 
unavoidable,  and  was  with  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  injury  and  annoyance  of  the 
enemy.  He  contended,  that  we  could 
have  no  right  to  attack  neutrals  directly 
in  order  to  injure  the  enemy  collaterally. 
The  Order  issued  by  his  majesty's  late 
government,  in  Jan»  1 807,  was  issued  oa 
grounds  totally  distinct  from  the  present 
Orders.  The  former  was  in  perfect  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  nations ;  the  latter 
in  direct  violation  of  them,  In  order  to 
justify  our  conduct  towards  America,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  shew  that  she  ac- 
quiesced in  the  provisions  of  the  French 
Decree.  The  contrary,  however,  appeared 
to  be  the  fact.  On  the  appearance  of  the 
French  Decree,  in  Nov.  the  American  mi- 
nister required  an  explanation  of  it,  stat- 
ing, that  it  was  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  .Commerce  existing  between 
America  and  France,  The  answer  of  the 
minister  of  marine  was,  that  it  was  not  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  French  Decree 
to  afiect  American  ships.  He  had  heard 
it  said,  that  this  was  idle  assertion ;  but 
he  would  be  glad  to  ask,  if  the  communi-. 
cation  of  the  explanation  of  ^  this  bea'ee> 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of. 
America  to  Congress,  was  nothing  more, 
than  idle  assertion  ?  It  was  a  well-knovrn 
fact,  that  the  merchants  of  this  country,, 
whose  opinions  upon  these  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  certainly  the  most  correct,  and 
who  uniformly  complained  of  them,  had 
not,  in  consequence  of  the  French  Decree* 
been  obliged  to  pay  a  single  additional 
shilling  insurance  on  the  trade  betweeu. 
this   country  and  America.    Spain  was 
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obliged  to  issue  a  similar  decree  at  the 
time  France  issued  hers.  An  American 
ship  was  brought  into  a  Spanish  port  for 
a  violation  of  this  decree ;  she  was  brought 
to  trial  in  the  Prize  Court,  and  ordered  to 
be  released.  Another  instance  occurred 
in  France,  when  an  American  ship,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  was  released. 
What?  he  would  ask,  could  be  so  con- 
vincing .  as  these  facts  ?  and  what  could 
more  strongly  shew  that  it  was  npt  the 
intention  of  France  to  Jnjure  or  restrict 
American  traders?  There  were  other 
facts  which  proyed  Mr.  Munroe's  letter 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  [p.  598]  stat- 
ing it  not  to  be  the  intention  of  France 
to  interfere  with  the  trade  of  America. 
In  the  teeth  of  all  this  evidence,  and 
three  weeks  after  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Mun- 
roe's  letter  to  Mr.  Canning,  these  Orders 
in'  Council  appeared.  It  was  said  that 
America  did  not  obtain  the  revocation  of 
the  French  Decree — ^but  how  could  that 
be  expected  ?  It  might  not  be,  nor  was  not 
in  her  power  to  do  so. — ^The  noble  lord 
proceeded  to  consider  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil as  contradictory  to  the  established  prin- 
ciples of  mmiicipal  law  ;  quoting  part  of 
Magna  Charta,  with  the  commentary  of 
Montesquieu,  to  prove  that  this  country 
ever  had  considered  the  rights  of  even  fo- 
reign merchants  as  part  of  their  own  con- 
stitutional liberty ;  hence,  he  maintained, 
the  exertion  of  the  king's  prerogative  in 
the  publication  of  these  Orders,  and  their 
enforcement,  had  e£Pectually  violated  the 
established  law  of  the  land.  The  rights  of 
war  should  only  be  exerted  by  the  king  on 
the  property  of  the  enemy,  and  by  no 
means  should  they  be  extended  to  that  of 
neutrals.  This  measure  had  even  proceed- 
ed so  far  as  to  raise  a  tax,  and  levy  supplies, 
without  tlie  consent  of  parliament. — With 
respect  to  the  policy  of  the  measure  itself, 
if  the  inexplicable  nature  of  the  Orders 
permitted  him  to  say  he  could  form  any  just 
idea  even  of  their  tendency,  he  must  ac- 
knowledge his  decided  conviction  of  their 
tendency  to  injure  our  trade,  to  depre- 
ciate our  character  among  other  nations, 
and  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  meet- 
ing the  pressing  emergencies  of  the  times. 
These  Orders,  as  afiecting  the  sugar  and 
cotton  trade,  had  the  worst  possible  effect: 
He  could  never  comprehend  how  this 
measure  couid  be  denominated  a  reta- 
liation, -siftce  it  afifected  primaiily  our- 
selves, and  next  out  allies.  The  French 
would'  contentedly  suffer  some  embarrass- 
mesl  add  jncomenience/  being  well  ap- 


prised that  the  sinews  of  our  strength  laid 
in  our  commerce.  Hence  the  whole  force 
of  this  injurious  system, reverted  on  our- 
selves.— He  concluded  with  entering  bis 
formal  protest  ajjainst  the  measure. 

Mr.  Rose  defended  the  legality  of  the 
measure,  contending  that  it  had  not  vio- 
lated any  law  whatever,  but  on  the  contrary 
was  expressly  provided  tor  by  act  of  par- 
liament.' When  these  Orders  in  Council 
were  made,  he  assured  the  house,  they 
were  not  pointed  at  America,  but  were  in- 
tended as  a  direct  and  justifiable  retalia- 
tion against  France.  He  then  adverted  lo 
the  state  of  the  navigation  of  America,  and 
the  immense  increase  of  her  shipping  and 
carrying  trade,  her  trade  from  the  East 
Indies  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  the 
reduction  in  the  sale  of  all  East  India  goods, 
pepper,  tea,  &c.  He  repeated,  that  nothing 
was  more  desirable  than  to  avoid  warfare 
with  America,  and  he  could  not  help 
hoping,  that  when  America  came  to  con- 
sider coolly  and  deliberately  upon  the 
subject,  she  would  be  satisfied  tjiat  these 
Orders  were  never  intended  against  her ; 
that  to  preserve  peace  with  that  country 
was  most  desirable  ;  and  he  was  well  assu- 
red that  government  would  see  it  in  its 
true  light — that  of  a  measure  of  retaliation 
adopted  through  necessity. 

Mr.  Jlibbert  h^d  been  anxious  to  thank* 
his  learned  friend  (the  Advocate  General) 
for  his  excellent  speech,  but  could  not 
omit,  at  the  same  time,  to  recollect  with 
gratitude  another  speech  of  that  learned 
gentleman,*  in  which  he  had  ably  defend- 
ed the  Order  in  Council  of  Jan.  1 807,  not 
only  as  founded  on  principles  of  natural 
justice,  which  were  the  basis  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  but  as  directly  bearing  upon  the 
enemy  and  considerate  towards  neutrals. 
The  principle  of  that  measure  was  so  clear- 
ly expressed  in  a  State  Paper  which  had 
been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the-de- 
bate,f  that  he  begged  permission  to  read 
the  words;  "  Neutrality,  properly  consi- 
dered, does  not  consist  in  taking  advantage 
of  every  situation  between  belligerent 
states,  by  which  emolumerit  may  accrue 
to  the  neutral,  whatever  may  be  the  con- 
sequences to  either  belligerent  party ;  but 
in  observing  a  strict  and  honest  impartial-  " 
ity,  so  as  not  to  afford  advantage  in  the 
war  to  either  ;  and  particularly  in  so  ftir' 
restraining  its   trade   to  the  accustomed 


*  Siee  vol.  viii.  p.  633. 
t  Lord  Howick's  Letter  to  Mr.  Rist, 
see  p.  40!2'. 
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course  which  is  held  in  time  of  peace,  as 
not  to  render  assistance  to  one  belligerent 
in  escaping  the  eilect  of  the  other's  hosti- 
lities.   The  duty  of  a  neutral  is, '  non  in- 
terponere  se  hello,  non  hoste  imminente 
hostem  eripere ;'  and  yet  it  is  ooanifest, 
that  lending  a  neutral  navigation  to  carry 
on  the  coasting  trade  of  the  enemy,  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  this  definition,  of 
neutral  obligations,,  as  it  is,  in  efiect,  to 
rescue  the  commerce  of  the  enemv  from 
the  distress  to  which  it  is  reduced  by  the 
superiority  of  the  British  navy,  to  assist 
his  resources,  and  to  prevent  G.  Britain 
from  bringing  hitn  to  reasonable  terms  of 
peace/^ — Here  was  no  assumption  of  the 
principle  of  retaliation,    but  a  measure 
purely  belligerent;  the  justice  of  which 
could  not  be  affected  by  the  variable  «nd 
occasionally  relaxed  practice  of  nations. 
Jt;  did,  indeed,  treat  as  France,  all  that 
France  held  in  absolute  control ;  an  exten- 
sion consistent  with  the  principle  by  which 
alone  it  was  to  be  tried,  as  in  practice  it 
was  not  even  strictly  true  that  neutrals  in 
peace  had  no  sh'are  whatever  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  of  individual  France.    Thev  had 
shared  in  that  trade^  before  the  revolution 
iu  the  proportion  of  about  6,000  in  one 
million  of  tons  of  shipping. — ^Butthe  recent 
Orders  in  Couni^il,  retdiating  upon  the 
^nerny  his  vain  threat  of  blockade,  which 
so  far  as  America  was  concerned  he  had 
not  attempted  to  execute,  pronounced  upon 
a  large  portion  of  the  world,  including 
nearly  the  whole  of  Europe,  a  consti*uctive 
blockade,  and  then  proceeded,  with  our 
immense  naval  force,  to  act  towards  neu- 
trals as  offensively  as  if  such  blockade  were 
actually  carried  into  effect.    We  boasted, 
indeed,  of  our  relaxations,  as  we  were 
pleased  to  call  them>  by  which  confisca- 
tion was  cpmmuted  for  revenue,  but  these 
provisions  were  in  his  opinion  a  vicious 
feature  in  the  measure ;  thev  stamped  upon 
it  thdit  air  bauiiquiere,  which  would  ensiire 
its  condemnation  by  neutrals.    It  was  in 
irain  we  declared  that  revenue  was  .no  part 
of  our  object ;  America  would  not  believe 
us.     He  would  leave  however  the  question 
of  legality  to  others  wKo  would,  he  was 
sure,,  most  satisfactorily  discuss  it. — As  to 
.  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  it  was  one 
principal  motive  in  his  risinff  to  state,  that 
the  West  India  interest  had  neither  pro- 
moted, nor  approved  it.     There  was  an^ 
erroneous  opinion  on  this  subject  among 
the  public,  not  among  his  majesty's  mini- 
sters, for  they  must  well  know  that  in  Sec. 
last  the  'West  India  ^mmittee  had  ooaiv- 


mously  and  decisively  expreased  in  a  com- 
munication  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
Quer  their  belief,    that  these  Ordexs  in 
Council  could  afibrd  to  our  own  colonies 
no  relief,  but  mi^ht,  on  the  contrary,  fa- 
cilitate and  legalise  the  supply  and  sup- 
port of  the  enemy's  colonies.   The  British 
West  India  planters  bad  been  also  accnsed 
of  sug^sting  and  promoting  a  quarrel  with 
America.     This,  also,  was  false;    for  a 
great- mayority  of  them  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged that  war  with  America  would  'be 
one  of  the  greatest  calamities  to  which 
our  colonics  could  be  subjected.  They  bad, 
indeed,  been  sorely  grieved  by  the  abases 
of  the  neutral  trade,  and  as  America  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  those  abuses,  |e^« 
pressions  of  anger  and  irritation  bad  iMen 
wrung  from  them  in  their  distress.     Bat, 
the  remedies  they  had  so  long  and  earnestly 
suggested,  were,  that  the  colonies  of  the 
enemy  should,  in  their  torn,  be  subjected 
tc  the  chances  of  war;  thai  they,  should 
be  blockaded  by  a  portion  of  o^r  great 
naval  force,  or  that  thie  rule  of  the  war  of 
1736  should  be  enforced.  And,  ot^tkn- 
able  ais  the  latter  of  these  measures  might 
have  appeared  to  America  if  suddenly  re^ 
sorted  to,  he  was  persuaded  that  it  would 
have  proved  less  so  than  the  measures  we 
had  adopted.    It  might  ha/ve  been  allevi-* 
ated  by  conceding  to  ^er  a  temporary 
traffic  in  so  much  of  our  own  coloiiial  pro- 
duce as  mii^^  otherwise    be  wasted  or 
brought  hither  to  the  ruin  <^  the  planter, 
and  it  might  have  been  justly  defended 
as  a  belligerent  measure,  most  consistent 
with  our  own  situation  ^  paasters.  of  the 
sea,  and  with  our  unquestionable  right  to 
impoverish  those  sourc^sto  yf\dch  the  ene-o 
my  must  look  for  establishing  himself  Sji 
a  rival  maritime  power.    Whait  was  it  we 
were  dreading,  in  tb^  event  of  peace,  so 
much  as  that  France  should  th^eby  ob- 
tain a  navy  ?  and  was  it  not  true  that  to 
her  colonies  principally  she  ^ost  look  for 
that  purpose? — It  would  be  found  on  at- 
tentive survey^    th^t  the  naval  force  ^ 
France  had  always  kejpt  p^ce  with  the 
prpsperity  of  her  colonial  trade,  and  yet, 
without  regarding  on  whom  the  repro^cb 
might  fall,  he  must  say,  that  in  the  long 
course  of  this  contest  we  had  been  very 
little  isolicitous  to  prevent  her  from  receiv^ 
in|^  back  her  colonies  at  a  peace,,  in  9>  con" 
dition  much  more  prosp^^roips  th^  that,  ia 
whipb  we  had  maintained  our  f>wn. — 4f  ouff 
West  India  colonies  wei^e  not:  tp  be  bema**- 
fitted  by,  t^s  measure,  ^e  was  at  9^  Ipss  ta^ 
conceive  by  what  dqiqrigtion.  of  ^rideii 
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the  advantage  nvas  to  be  derived.     It 
the  commencement  of  a  war  oif  privation 
by  the  greatest  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
this  conflict  there  might  be  tvvo  kiQds  of 
distress:  distress  from  the  need  c^  buying, 
and  distress  from  the  need  of  selling*;  in 
his  opinion,  the  latter  feeling  was  more 
Hkely  to  press  upon  this  country  than  the 
former  upon  France.    We  could  not  ac- 
complish both  objects,  that  of  distressing 
the  enemy  by  subjecting  him  to  wants, 
and  that  of  relievmg  our  own  trade  by 
supplying  him;    one  of  these  aims  we 
might  partially  attain ;  but,  in  proportion 
as  we  should  approach  to  it,  we  must  re- 
cede from-  the  other.    The  policy  of  wan- 
tonly rushing  into  a  contest  with  the  only 
remaining  neutral,  while  we  were  so  de- 
pendant upon  foreign  demand,  he  conld 
not  see.     The  conciliatory  language  held 
a  few  nights  aeo  by  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had   been 
hailed  by  him  as  the  promise  of  a  better 
disposition :  that  right  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
that  the  prospe'rity  of  America  was  the 
prosperity  of  G.  Britain;  imd  he  might 
have  added,,  that  the  prosperi^  of  the 
world  was  the  prosperity  of  G.  Sritain.— 
Such  language  was  not  the  mark  of  des- 
pondency Of  submission,  it  was  more  apt 
to  spring  from  confidence  in  moderate 
views  and  in  a  just  cause.     Why  diouid 
it  not  be  used  in  speaking  of  other  fcnreiga 
relations  ?  it  might  invite  or  cultivate  dis- 
poutions  of  returning  amity,  smd  he  trust- 
ed could  never  be  interpreted  as  an  incli- 
nation to  iE9nrrender  one  essential  or  impor- 
tant ixilerest  of  the  country.    Such  lan- 
guage, too,  would  discourage  Petitions  for 
JPeaoe.     The  course  we  were  pursuing 
must  prolong  our  own  commercial  dis- 
tresses, and,  in  his  opinion,  would  have  no 
other  efifect  on  the  enemy  than  that  of  fur- 
nishing him  with  a  new  stimulus  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  ^is  immense  armies,  in  main- 
taining the  contest  against  us  until  what 
he  would  denominate  our  maritime  gran- 
ny should  be  e&ctually  controlled. 

Mr.  IV.  S/hith  felt  particularly  the  inju- 
ry that  would  be  sustained  by  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  American  com  trade,  shut  up  and 
deprived  as  we  were  of  all  supplies  of  that 
essential  necessary  from  the  Baltic.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  who  brought  in  this  bill 
in  one  hand,  ought,  therefore  to  have 
brought  in  a  General  Inclosure  bill  in  the 
other.-  He  greatly  rejoiced  at  thesenti- 
mtntB  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
men as  to  the  value  of  the  connexion  w^h 
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America,  but  he  feared  their  ads  contra- 
dicted their  sentiments. 

Lord  H.  Petty  contended  that  America 
had  submitted  to  no  injur^  on  the  part  of 
France,  and  therefore  we  were  not  enti- 
tled to  inflict  any  injury  on  the  ground  of 
retaliation.     He  instanced  two  cases  of  the 
detention  of  American  ships,  one  by  a 
Spanish,  and  the  other  by  a  French  crui- 
ser; both  were  released  with  costs  and 
charges  after  a  hearing  in  a  French  and 
Spanish  court  of  prize  appeal.     He  hoped 
that  the  same  sense  of  public  duty  which 
had  ill  another  place  triumphed  this  night 
would  here  also  put  the  public  in  posses- 
sion of  the  neces^iry  information  upon  this 
important  point,     k  was  not  for  the  inte«  , 
rest  of  this  country  to  force  a  war  between 
America  and  France ;  next  to  a  war  between 
England  and   Amcirica  a   War  between 
France  and  America  would  be  most  in-^ 
jurious.    The  neutrality  of  America  was 
the  means  of  difiusing  the  manufactures  of 
G.  Britain.     The   retaliation  of  French 
prohibition  would  but  deprive  the  mor^ 
virealthy  among  the  Freiich  people  of  a  few 
luxuries,  while  the  annihilation  of  netrtr^ 
commerce  would  be  most  injurious  to  the 
manu&ctmres  of  G.  Britain.    The  accu* 
mutation  of  sugars  that  would  be  crea^^ 
hereby  the  collected  produce  of  the  va- 
rious islands  conquered  by  tins  country  ; 
by  the  importation  from  ike  French  islands, 
in  Ameri<;an  bottoms;  and  by  the  impor- 
tation from  the  Brazlls>  now  sahcticmed  by 
act  of  parliament ;  the  arts  of  substitu- 
tion which  the  French  people  would  leatn, 
and  the  privati<)ns  to  which  they  would 
accustom  th^nselVes,  would  be  lasting  in- 
juries to  this  country  and  her  colonies^ 
Thus,  this  measure,  which  promised  s6 
much  benefit  at  the  outset,  was  attendied. 
widi  much  tttisehief  \ti  the  result.     Ht 
deprecated  proceeding  which  would  in- 
volve the  country  in  a  q^rrcl  v^ith  thte 
only  remaining  neutral.    He  ridieii!^  th^ 
idea  of  those  who  abused  the  Order  of  the 
7th  Jan.  as  imbecile,  ahd  who  now  quoted 
it  as  authority  of  force  in  this  question, 
and  who,  in  like  manner,   censured  ^s 
ruinous  invasions  of  the  navigation  act, 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  liast  sessions, 
for  allowing  the  Americans  to  import  the' 
necessaries  of  life  intd  our  West  India 
colonies.      He  trusted  the  house  would 
pause,  before  it  gare  ita  sanction  to  i 
measure  of  such  effect,  and  so  little  found** 
ed  in  right  attd  la#. 

Lord  Castiereagk  contended  that  the  Or* 
dars  in  Council  were  founded  on  ^  principle 
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of  forbearance  towards  America,  and  not 
likely  to  injure  their  commercial  interests 
.  in  any  denree,  as  much  as  the  adoption  of 
'  the  rule  of  the  war  in  1756.  The  stato- 
ment  contained  in  the  answer  of  lord 
Howick  to  Mr.  Hist,  that  the  government 
of  this  country  would  not  cease  to  act 
upon  the  order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  until 
neutrals  should  procure  the  revocation  of 
the  French  Decree,  but  ill  accorded  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  noble 
lord  opposite  (lord  .H.  P^tiy).  'Whatever 
retaliation  of  the  rigour  of  its  decree  the 
French  govemmoit  might  have  foiuid  it 
covenient to  adopt  at  home,  it  wtemost 
rigidly  enforced  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
It  was  not  till  aiier  the  peace  of  Tilsit 
that  Prance  found  .herself  in  a  cmidition 
to  execute  that  Decree  generally  over  the 
continental  countries  subjected  to  hercon- 
troul.  While  fthe  was  excluding  our  pro^ 
duce  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  vras 
this  country  to  submit  without  throwing 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  her  supply 
of  her  colonial  produce  ?  If  the  rule  of 
1750  were  to  be  applied  to  America,  it 
would  deprive  her  of  full  one  half  of  her 
exports.  Could  the  noble  lord  contend 
that  it  w^s  not  an  advantage  to  America 
that  we  had  not  declared  the  enemies  ro- 
jionies  in  a  state  of  blockade  ?  The  Ame- 
ricans would  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid  on,  be* 
causethey  were  only  the  carriers,  and  the 
duty  would,  of  course,  fall  upon  the  con- 
sumers. As  to  the  effect  that  might  be 
produced  upon  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try by  the  state  of  the  continent,  he  ad- 
mitted that  its  exports  might  for  a  time 
be  checked,  but  that  could  not  last  long, 
because  no  pressure  could  keep  down  the 
vast  extent  of  territory  under  prohibition) 
in  such  a  manner,  that  the  interests  of  in* 
dividuals  would  not  induce  them  to  pro- 
cure such  articles  as  might  be  necessary 
for  them.  As  to  the  question  relative  to 
our  relations  with  America,  he  could  as- 
sure the  house  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
were  extremely  anxious  to  avert  the  inter* 
ruption  of  peace  and  amity  with  that  coun- 
try. If  the  calamity  of  war  should  un- 
hsmpily  take  place,  whenever  the  conduct 
of  nis  msyestv^s  ministers  should  be  brought 
lender  consideration,  it  would  be  seen,  that 
no  effort  had.  been  spared  in  order  to  pre- 
vent it.  If  war  should  be  the  conse- 
quence, it  would  appear,  that  no  conces- 
sion or  submission  could  have  prevented 
it.  The  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  came 
with  a  bad  grace  from  those  who  hsfi 
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held  the  language  contained  in  lord  How* 
ick's  answer  to  Mr.  Rist;  rather  should 
they  now  maintain  the  principles  which 
they  then  professed,  at  a  time,  too,  when 
the  dangers  of  the  country  were  not  so 
imminent  as  at  present^  The  consequence 
of  a'war  would  be  the  loss  to  America  of 
her  whole  export  trade,  whilst  only  one- 
fourth  of  our  exports  would  be  endangered 
by  that  eVent.  Our  means  of  shutting 
American  produce  in  her  ports,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  vast  marine,  were  far  more 
extensive  than  he^  internal  means  of  ex- 
cluding us,  and,  consequently,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  what  this  country  now  ex- 
ported to  America,  would  find  its  way  into 
that  country  notwithstanding  a  war.  We 
were  not,  mm  the  mere  apprehensions  of 
a  war  vrith  that  country,  to  shrink  from 
the  assertion  of  those  maritime  rights 
which  were  so  essential  to  our  national 
strength  and  prosperity.  The  question 
now. was,  whether  we  were  to  be  con- 
quered by  the  French  or  not  ?  Buona- 
parte had  essayed  his  military  waHare 
against  us  inenectually,  and  he  was  now 
tr3ring  the  success  of  a  commercial  war- 
fare. It  was  an  attack  upon  the  public 
spirit  of  the  country,  and  be  was  con- 
vinced the  nation  would  not  decline  the 
contest  In  order  to  obtain  any  peace  with 
France,  in  order  to  made  her  live  in  peace, 
we  must  prove  to  her  that  she  can  make 
no  impression  on  us.  The  only  prospect 
of  Hvmg  with  that  country  in  civil  or  po- 
litical intercourse,  was  afforded  by  a  per- 
severance in  the  war,  till  by  a  proud  defi- 
ance of  all  her  means,  we  should  convince 
her  of  her  inability  to  destroy  or  weaken 
ours :  so  might  we  enjoy  relations  of  ami- 
cable intercourse,  not  of  suspended  wto- 
fare  with  her ;  but  that  could  never  be  ex- 
pected, till  we  should  have  established  the 
proof  that  no  instrument  she  could  employ^ 
would  avail  for  the  reduction  of  the  power 
or  the  resources  of  this  empire. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  divi- 
sion, when  th^  numbers  appeared — 
For  the  second  reading  ....  214- 

Against  it  .  •  .  .  . 94 

Majority — 120 

While  strangers  were  excluded,  another 
division  took  place  upon  the  question.  That 
the  Bill  be  cpmmitted  this  day 

For  the  question   .......  147 

Against  it 55 

JVIajority    ,  . — 92 

Adjourned  at  half  past  3  on  Friday  mom- 

iWg*    .  :        .     .  .      . 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 


Friday,' FAnmry  19. 
Petition  respecting  the  Cold-Bath- 
Fields  Prison.] — Mr.  Sheridan  held  in  his 
hand  a  Petition  similar  to  that  which  he 
had  yesterday  withdrawn,  in  deference  to 
what  seemed  to  be  the  sense  of  the  house. 
Yet  though  he  had  given  way  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  there  was  no  suf- 
ficient reason  for  refusing  to  receive  the 
petition.  The  doors  of  parliament  ought. 
to  be  thrown  open  as  wide  as  possible, 
for  the  reception  of  the  petitions  of  the 
subject  representing  his  grievances;  and 
if  a  petition  was  to  be  rejected  merely  be- 
cause at  the  moment  of  presenting  it  the 
petitioners  were  not  in  the  precise  situa- 
tion in  which  they  described  themselves 
to  be,  merely  because  they  did  not  desig- 
nate themselves  properly,  that  designation 
being  wholly  immaterial  tp  the  subject  of 
the  petition,  it  would  give  rather  an  un* 
favourable  impression  as  to  the  disposition 
which  it  was  prpper  that  parliament  should 
be  known  to  have  to  attend  to  all  just 
complaints.  Hie  petitioners  were,  in  part, 
grand  jurors  of  the  county  of  Middlesex 
on  the  day  on  which  the  petition  was 
signed,  the  3d  of  Nov.  last,  but  on  that 
day  they  ceased  to  be  so.  The  present 
petition  was  from  the  foreman  of  that 
grand  jury,  Mr.  Stephens,  in  hb  individual 
capacity-  He  wished  to  know  however, 
whether  he  mi&^ht  not  this  day  again  offer 
to  the  sense  of  the  house  the  petition  which, 
he  had  withdrawn  yesterday. 

The  Speaker  recommended  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  acquiesce  m  the  sense  of  the 
bouse  expressed  yesterday,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  admitting  that  petition. 

Mr.  Sfieridan  submitted,  but  he  declared 
he  would  never  again  acquiesce  in  what 
he  felt  to  be  wrong.  He  then  presented 
the  petition,  which  wa^  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses 
of  the  hojaourable  house  of  commons^  of 
G.  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  united  parlia- 
ment assembled  :  The  Petition  of  Alexan- 
der Stephens,  of  the  honourable  society 
of  the  Middle  Temple,  and  Park  House, 
in  the  oounty  of  Middlesex,  esq.  humbly 
sheweth.  That  certain  persons  lately  serv- 
ing the  office  of  grand  jurymen  fox  the 
couniy  of  Middlesex,  to  the  number  of 
about  nine,  having  visited  the  House  of 
Correction  for  the  said  county,  commonly 
called  the  Cold -Bath-Fields  Prison,  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  3,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1807,  between  the  hours^of  U  and  .12  in 
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the    forenoon:    They  there    discorered, 
that  all  thtt  loaves  found  by  them  (each  of 
which  ought  to  contain  16  ounfces,  and  to 
be  cbstributed  daily,  at  10  o^clock  in  liie 
morning)  were  greatly  deficient  in  point  , 
of  quantity,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  an- 
nexed statement  oA  the  part  of  one  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  city  of  London  :  That 
the  prison  weight  demanded  and  used 
upon  the  present  occasion,  for  trying  the> 
loaves  in  rotation,  proved  also  deficient,  as- 
was  fully  detnonstrated  in  both  instances, 
on  the  same  day,  when  compared  with 
the  standard  at  Gtuldhall,  in  the  presence, 
first,  of  sir  W.  Leighton,  knight,  then  lord 
mayop ;  and  afterwards  of  R.  Phillips,  esq.. 
then  and  still  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  London 
and  Middlesex,  as  well  as  of  four  of  the 
la^  grand  jnry ;  and,  moreover,  that  the 
scaler  of  the  said  prison  were  false  and. 
fraudulent.''     *  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.. 
Sh/erifT  Phillips  to  William.  Mainwaring, 
esq.  chairmaln  of  the  quarter  sessions, 
&;c.    Sir ;  I  consider  it  a  duty  which  I 
Qw^fthe  public  to  inform  you,  as  chair- 
man of  the  quarter  sessions,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, one  of  the  committee  for  conduct- 
ing the  business  of  the  prison,  that  I  was 
present  when  an  appeal  was  lately  made 
by  the  grand  jury  o£  the  county  to  the 
standard  weights  in  Guildhall ;  that  I 
witnessed  the  examination  of  the  pound 
weight  for  weighing  meat  and   other 
provisions  in  the  house  of  correction, 
Cold-Bath-Fields,  when  it  was  found  to 
be  seven-eighths  of  an  ounce  too  light ; 
and  that  outweighing  some  loaves  which 
were  found  in  the  same  prison,  by  the 
grand  jury,  they  appeared  also  to  be  con- 
siderably too  light,  one  or  two  of  them 
being  from  an  ounce  and  a  half  to  two- 
ounces  under  weight-   I  should  compro- 
mise the  feelings  which  I  bear  towards* 
the  respectable  magistracy  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex;  if  I  were  to  omit  to  make* 
this  formal  communication.     I  have  the 
honour  to  be,   &c* — ^R.  Phillips,  She- 
riff;— ^Bridgerstre^t,  Nov.  13,   1807.' — 
Your  petitioner,  t<^ether  with  other  gen« 
tlemen,  late  members  df  the  grand  jury,, 
also  discovered,  that  several  of  the  liege 
subjects  of  this  realm  were  committed  to 
close  custody  in  cells  destitute  of  fire,  8 
feet  3  inches  l9ng,  by  6  feet  3  inches. 
wide»  two  of  them  in  irons,  although  sick ; 
some,  if  not  all,  of  these  were  innocent  in 
point  pf  fact,  as  all  were  then  innocent  ia 
point  of  l&w,  being  detained  under  the 
pretext  of   re-examination,    and  conse-^ 
quently  uncondemoed  by  ihe  legal  jadg-^ 
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ment  of  their  peers,  or  even  tlie  eocmttory 
verdict  of  a  graaad  jury.  Of  this  nomber 
were  a  mother,  a  danghter,  and  a  son,  of 
creditable  appeatance ;  the  two  former  ra 
one^eli,  99  situated  as  to  be  exposed  to  a 
continual  cmrent  of  external  air,  without 
t^  possibilitv  of  obtaining,  even  during 
the  severest  n-dst,  an  artificial  warmth  by 
means  of  fuel,  wluie  the  convicts  below 

'  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  of  an  open  roomy 
ward,  with  occasional  access  to  fire.  That 
in  one  of  these  lonely  cells  was  closely 
confined  a  foreigner  of  some  rank,  the 
Chevalier  de  Bltn,  who,  as  we  were  told, 
by  one  of  the  jailors,  while  so  immured, 
had  been  deprived  of  his  reason,  and  who 
presented  to  your  petitioner,  after  com- 
municating with  him  for  some  time  in  the 
French  language  through  the  key-hole, 
and  demanding  entrance,  a  memorial  on 
his  knees.  That  in  this  placd  originally 
destined  for  the  improvement  of  the  morals^ 
of  petty  offenders,  a  female  prisoner,  as 
we  have  learned,  has  been  lately  de- 
bauched by  the  son  of  the  chief  jailor,  or 
governor,  who  then  held  an  office  ofirust 
m  the  prison,  and  has  since  had  a  chitd> 
now,  or  at  least  lately,  burdensome  to  the 
parish  of  Kensington,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex.  That  four  debtors  were  shut 
up  in  this  house  of  correction,  the  only 
communication  between  whom  a|id  the 
world,  appears  to  take  place  occasionally, 
by  means  of  two  iron  gates,  at  upwards  of 
six  feet  distance  from  each  other,  vnth-a 
jailor  walking  in  at  intervals,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude complaint;  and  that  from  the  ex- 
amination of  a  d^tor,  and  also,  by  ^  letter 
from  him,  both  in  the  possession  of  your 
petitioner,  it  appears  that  he  was  shut  up 
with  persons  guilty  of  robbery,  and  un- 
natural crimes,  .^jid,  lastly,  that  six  in- 
nocent persons,  the  bills  against  whom  had 
been  thiowh  out  by  the  grand  jury,  were 
diasged  fiom  Cold-Bath-Fields  Prison  to 
Hicks's-hall,  in  open  da^,  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  first  manacled,  and  then  fost- 

.  ened  together  by  a  rope,  to  be  discharged 
by  proclamation.  Your  petitioner,  there- 
fore, conceiving  that  sucn  gross  instances 
of  firaud,  eouplra  with'  such  an  open  vio- 
lation of  the  iaw8>  and  even  of  the  express 
orders  of  session,  are  calculated  .to  bring 
his  may^sty's  'goveniment  into  contempt, 
and  east  an  immerited  odium  on  our  moM 
excellent  constitutitm ;  thinking  also,  that 
if  such  mal)>ractice8  wei^e  detected  in  a 
casual  and  sii^t  survey,  of  less  than  twO: 
hours  duration,  fiir  greater  abuses  are 
likely  to  be  brought  to  li|^t|  bf  txt  ni- 


tervention'of  the  grand  in<|Qest  of  the 
nation,  most  humbly  and  earnestly  solicits 
this  honourable  house  to  take  the  premises 
into  consideration,  and  by  a  public  and 
open  examination  at  its  bar,  or  any  other 
mode,  aflR^rd  such  relief  as  may  seem  meet. 
A.  Stephens.'* 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  moving  that  the  Peti- 
tion should  lie  on  the  table,  felt  it  unneces- 
sary to  recom^mend  it  to  that  attention 
which  he  was  sure  his  majesty's  ministers 
would  be  disposed  voluntarily  to  pay  to 
it.  But  he  begged  more  particularly  to 
recal  to  the  recollection  of  those  gentle- 
men the  Report  of  the  committee  of  the* 
house  of  commons,  in  the  year  1 800.  The 
filets  9nd  suggestions  contained  in  that  re- 
port were  yet  unapplied  in  the  way  of  re- 
formation or  relief. 

The  Chancdlor  (fthe  Exchequer  contend- 
ed, that  the  house  could  not  with  proprie- 
ty, have  received  the  petition  of  last  night, 
on  account  of  the  petitioners  presenting^ 
themselves  under  a  designation  which  did 
not  properly  belong  to  them.  If  the  house 
were  once  to  admit  the  principle  of  peti- 
tioners approaching  them  tmder  any  other 
character  than  that  to  which  they  were 
strictly  and  properly  entitled,  it  was  im- 

Stssible  to  say  what  abuses  might  follow, 
avin^  stated  thus  much  on  the  point  of 
form,  he  would  now  state  to  the  house 
what  had  passed  between  him  and  the 
gentleman  who  had  represented  to  him 
Uie  matter  contained  in  the  Petition  ofier- 
ed  to  thfe  consideration  of  the  house.  He 
told  that  gentleman,  that  if  he  would  ^ve 
him  the  facts  in  an  ofiicial  form,  he  would 
lay  tiiem  before  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  departnient,  with  the  strongest 
recommendation  which  he  could  give, 
though  he  was  sore  no  Recommendation 
would  be  required  to  call  the  attention  of 
that  noble  person  to  a  case  of  such  a  na- 
ture, coming  in  a  proper  authenticated 
and  tangible  shape.  Th^  communication 
was,  in  nict,  made  to  his  noble  friend :  but 
it  came  in  an  unofficial  form,  marked  'pri- 
vate,' and  he  could  not  feel  himself  war- 
ranted in  taking  any  public  step  upon  it, 
not  holding  himself  "at  liberty  to  mention 
the  name,  or  to  designate  the  source  from 
which .  he  had  derived  his  information. 
He  saw  no  necessity  in'  presenting  this 
petition,  unless  it  were  with  a  view  to  in- 
sinuate that  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
mdined  to  neglect  what  they  were  in  fact 
l>erfoctly  disposed  to  do,  if  they  Virere 
supplied  vvith  proper  materials  to  proceed 
upon. 
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.  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  stated,  that  he 
also  had  received.a  letter  upon  this  subject^ 
which  he  had  transmitted,  to  his  noble 
fiiend  the  secretary  for  the  home  depart- 
ment. 

M.  Sheridan  wished  to  know  the  dis- 
tinction taken  in  this  case  between  an  offi- 
cial and  unofficial  form  of  communica- 
tion. The  individuals  concerned  could 
make  the  communicationy  as  it  appeared 
ftam  ail  that  had  been  said,  only  as  pri- 
vate persons. 

'  The  Chancellor  qfikc  Exchequer  said,  that 
when  a  communication  was  marked  '  pri- 
vate,' no  disclosure  could  with  propriety 
be  made  of  its  contents,  nor  of  the  name  of 
its  author,  nor  could  it  in  any  way  be  used 
as  a  public  document. 
.  Mr.  Sheridan  said  there  must  have  been 
some  mistake  on  this  head,  as  such  privacy 
could  never  have  been  intended  by  those 
who  put  themselves  so  pubiickly  forward 
in  this  and  in  other  places,  to  correct  the 
grievance. 

Mr.  Mellish  said  a  few  words  in  vindi- 
cation of  Mr.  Mainwaring,  who  had,  in 
.conformity  with  his  duty,  referred  this 
ipatter  to  the  magistrates.-^The  Petition 
was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ExpoBTATioN  OF  CoTTON.]  The  house 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  of  ways 
and  means,  Mr.  Whaiton  in  the  chair.  , 
i  The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  proposed 
to  lay  the  same  duty  on  the  exportatlonfrom 
this  country  of  cotton  wool,  the  produce  «f 
British  colonies,  as  now  existed  on  the  ex- 
portation from  this  country  of  cotton  wool, 
the.  produce  of  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
His  object  in  proposing  this  was,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  but  to 
^Sict  a  prohibition  in  the  only  way  it 
could  be  effected.  He  had,  therefore, 
calculaW  the  duty  so  as  to  tie  Just  under 
the  amount  of  the  insurance  which  mer- 
chants would  pay  for  the  risk,  if  the  arti- 
cle were  prohib  ited .  Hetherefore  moved, 
f  That,  towaixls  raising  the  supply  there  be 
laid  .on  every  pound  of  Cotton  Wool  ex- 
ported from  this  country,  being  the  pro- 
duce of  British  colonies,  the  duty  of  nine'- 
pence.' — ^The  article  of  salt  was  in  great 
demand  in  the  north  of  Europe,  where  it 
could  not  be  dbpensed. with.  By  the  mea- 
iores  of  the  enemy  the  exportation  from 
this  .country  would  be  increased,  rather 
than  obstructed,  for  those  measures  em- 
{Kiwered  the  country  by  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion, to  pre Wt  the  coatinient  from  getting 
salt  any  .where  but  from  6.  Britain.  ^  He 
Iherefoe  .moved^  '  That  towards  raismg 
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the  supply,  there  be  laid  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  all  salt  to  the  continent  of  Europe, 
a  duty  of  9d.  per  bushel ;  and  on  the  ex* 
portation  of  ^11  salt  to  distant  parts  in  the 
world  (with  the  exceptipn  of  British  colo- 
nies) a  duty  of  3d  a  bushel.'---A  conversa- 
tion ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Ponsonby  and 
lord  H.  Petty  disputed  the  expediency  of 
these  propositions.  The  Chancellor  o^ 
the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Huskisson  main- 
tained the  expediency  of  them.  On  the 
latter,  proposition  .Mr.  Davenport  and 
gen.  Gascoyne  recommended  caution  and 
deliberation.  Mr.  Baring  was,  apprehen- 
sive that  these  duties  on  salt  would  act  as 
protecting  duties  on  th6  salt  of  American 
manufacture,  and  that  when  we  had  oiice 
lost  the  market  for  that  article,  we  should 
be  unable  to.  regain  it. — ^Li  answer  to  a 
question  from  lord  H.  Petty,  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  he  meant 
the  duty  also  to  apply  to  the  exportation 
of  salt  from  the  loahamas  to  America.-^- 
The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

•  Orders  is  Council  Bill,]  The  Chancellor 
qfthe  Exchequer  stoi^A,  that  in  consequence 
of  an  amendment  which  he  intended  to  in- 
troduce into  the  Orders  i)i  Council  bill, 
he  should  propose  that  the  bill  should  that 
night  go  through  a  committee,  pro  forma  ; 
that  the  report  should  be  received  on  Mon- 
day, and  that  en'  Tuesday  a  recommit- 
ment should  take  place,  when  the  bill  might 
be  discussed. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  changed  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  since  3  o'clock  on 
that  morning.  His  objection,  however,  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  so  strong,  that 
he  could  not  allow  the  Speaker  to  leave  the 
chair  without  taking  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  it. 

.  The  Chancellor  (f  the  Exchequer  said  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  protract  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  measure.  He  was  not  until 
this  day  aware,  that  alterations  were  ne- 
cessary. If  the  right  hon.  geht.  had  a  de- 
sire to  take  the  sense  of  the  house  he  might* 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  reason  for 
taking  the  sen^e  of  the  house'  upon  tho 
present  occasion  might  be,  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  looking  at  the  strength  of  the 
house  /nrght  think,  from  the  thinness  of 
what  were  called  the  ministerial  benches, 
that  he  waasure  of  a  triumph.  > 

Mr.  Ponsonby  explained,  and  ^enied  any 
such  motive* 

Mr.  H,  Martin  thought  the  measure  was 
one  of  such  paramount  delinquency,  that 
every  opportunity  sbpuldbe  taken  to  ex- 

2  Y  -       ' 
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pose  its  injustice.  He  was  surprised  (tl  the 
msinuatioD  thrown  oat  by  tbe  right  hon. 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  against 
bis  rij^t  hon.  frienrf,  who  he  knew  was 
tncapai)le  of  the  motive  aettributed  to  him. 
He  wto  satisfied  the  ri^ht  hoA.  gent,  could 
inarshal  his  troops  with  mut^  more  celeri- 
ty than  could  be  effected  on  Jiis  side  the 
liouse. — ^^\  division  then  took  place,  when 
there  appeared. 

For  the- postponement .  .  .  .  .  .  118 

Against  it , ,  ....  32 

M'ajority — 86 

When  strangei-s  we're  fe-adttiitt(id,  we 
found  the  chancellor  of  the  fe*chcquer  on 
his  legs,  assuring  the  right  hon.  gent  {Mr. 
Ponsonby)  thatthe'division  had  convinced 
him,  that  he  was  fnistaken  in  the  insinua- 
tion he  had  previously  made,  with  respect 
to  any  wish  of  taking  an  unfair  advantage. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Monday  Feb.  22. 
•  [MwuTEs.]  Col.  Stanley  brought  up 
the  report  of  the  Evesham  Committee.  The 
report  stated  that  the  sitting  member^  sir 
JVI.  Lopez,  barf,  was  not  duly  elected,,  and 
Dughtnot  to  have  been  returned ;  that  the 
petioner,  H.  Howorth,  esq-,  was  duly  elect- 
ed, and. ought  to  have  been  returned;  and 
that  the  opposition  of  the  said  sir  M. 
Lopez,  bart.  to  the  petition  of  the  said  H. 
Howorth,  esq.  wa^  not  frivolous  or  vexa> 
lious. 

.  [Saltash  RiGftT  OF  Elbction.]  Order- 
ed, That  Mr.  Wharton  do  make  the  Re- 
port from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  try  and  determine  the  merits  ot'  the  Pe- 
tien  of  James  Buller,  esq.  Arthur  Cbam- 
pemowne,  esq.  Matthew  Russeil,  esq.  the 
rev.  Jolm  Builer,  clerk,  John  Evans,  gent. 
Jblm.Stepheits  Croft,  and  Isaac  Toby,  each 
of  whom  are  seised  of  an  entire  nncient* 


ing house  now  stands  or*  formerly  stood;  and 
i^lflo  of  the  Petition  of  W.  Henry  Fremantle 
And  Tho.  Francis  Fremantle,  esquires,  re- 
specting the  Right  of  Election  for  the  said 
borough.— Mr.  Wharton  accordingly  from 
the  said  committee  informed,  the  house, 
TtiBt  the  said  committee  required  the 
^caunsel  for  the  several  parties  to  deliver 
to  tlie  clerk  of  the  said  committee  ^tate- 
AientB,  in  writing,  of  the  Ri^ht  of  Elec-. 
lion  for  which  they  respectively  con- 
fended:  That,  in  consequence  thereof, 
the  counsel  for  the  Petitioners  James 
B<iUerv  esq.  Arthur  Champeoiowne,  esq. 


Burgage.Tenemcnt,  situate  within  the  Bo 

rough  ofSaltash,  whereon  an  ancient  dwell- ^  burgage  tenemeift,  ^situate  in  the  boraugh 


Matthew  Ru««ell,  the  rev.  John  Buller, 
derk>  John  Evans,  gent.  John  Steflheiit 
Crofl>  and  ktac  Toby,  delivered  itt  a 
statement  as  ibllowa:  'The  petitioners 
'  contend,  that  the  Right  of  Election  of 

<  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
'borough  of  Sahash,  is  in  every* person 

<  seised  of  an  estate  ior  life,>or  some  greater 
'  estate,  in  sn  entire  ancient  burgage  tene<& 
'  ment,  situate  in  the  borough  atoresiddt 

<  whereon  an  ancient  dwelling  house  no# 

*  stands  or  formerly  stood,  and  in  no  other 

*  persons.'-i^That  the  counsel  for  the  peti- 
tiouets  W.  Henry  Fremantle  end  ThOi 
f  rancis  Fremantle,  esquires^  delivered  in  m 
statement  as  tbllows :  *  That  the  Right  of 
'  Election  for  member^  to  serve  in  parlia^ 
'  ment  for  the  borough  of  Saltash  Is  in  the 
'  mayor  and  free  burgesses  of  the  said 

*  borough,  being  members  of  the  corpora- 
'  tion  wif  hin  the  same,  and  in  ^o  other  per  * 
'  sons:' — ^ThatuponthestatementdeHverei 
in  by  the  counsel  for  the  petidoners,  the 
said  W.  Henry  Fremantle  and  Tho.  Franr 
cis  Fremantle,  esquires,  the  said  commitr 
tee  have  determined;  "  That  the  Right  of 
Election,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  Statement 
is  not  the  r  t((ht  of  election  for  the  said  bo« 
rough  of  Saltash:''  That  upon  the  state*- 
ment  delivered  in  by  the  counsel  for  the 
Petitioners  James  Buller,  esq.  and  othera^ 
the  said  committee  have  determine  ^ 
"  That  the  Right  of  Election,  as  det  forth 
in  the  said  Statement,  is  the  right  of  eleo^ 

,  tion  for  the  said  b^Hough  of  Saltadi,«o  ftir 
as  the. said  right  is  therein  desarilied:^' 
That  the  said  committee  havingtiuly  €9m* 
sidered  the  said  statements,  and  the  eri* 
dence  adduced  before  them,  touching  the 
right  of  election  for  the  said  borough  of 
Saltash,  have  determined;  '•'That  tke 
Right  of  voting  fot  men<bets>to  -seiNnean 
parliament  'for  the  boroiigh'of  Saltash  ii 
in  every  person- seised  of  an  estteteibrll^ 

'  or  som^  greatei*^^3tate,  in  an  enfeiiv  a 


aforesaid,  whereon,  sm  aatient  dW)iUil2g 
house  now  stands  or  formerly  stood, 'aiiA-& 
no  other  persons.''  And  the  said  deteifOfis 
nations  were  ordered  to  be  entetfed  in  tbf 
Journals  of  the  house.   * 

Petition  from  Bolton,  'foti  p8Aifs») 
Col.  Sianhp  presented  b  Petition  from  die 
inhabitants  of  Bolton  iniancaster,  settott 
forth,  "  That  the  petitioners '«iifiMr  |pr«£ 
privatidnson  account  bf  the  d«bMMit 
state  of  the  manuikoture%  wiMiMy  "^ 
price  of'  labour  is  reduced  m  the^moftt  «i^ 
pfecedented  de^ee,  and  ttionsands  of  tlse 
petitianefB  thteaioned  wi^  tte'wait^ 
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employment :  ths^t^  in  (he  judgmoit  of  the 
potitioner^  the  gi«at  suapeoaion  of  qoin- 
merce  arises  chie^  from  a  want  of  the 
cuatomary  mteroourse  with  the  continent 
ofDurope;  and  that  the  depressed  reduc- 
ijoa  of  trade  reduces  thousands  of  the  pe- 
titioners U>  the  most  extreme  distress: 
that  many  use&l  enterprising  and  inge- 
nious manu^turers^  have  beei^  reduced 
from  afluence  to  complete  poverty^  the 
consequence  of  which  is^  that  number  of 
the  petitioners  have  been  reduced  to  the 
absolute  want  of  the  necessaries  of  lite  for 
themselves  and  helpless  oii^pri.ng;  and  that 
the  present  situation  of  aQairs  stiil  threat- 
fas  the  petitioners  with  additional  suHcr- 
ing»  to  those  they  now  experience  :  that, 
in  the  opinicin  of  the  petitioners,  the  pre- 
sent eVils  under  which  they  so  severely 
#ufieT>  are  owing  to  thcf  continuation  of  the 
present  war,  which  causes  the  eittensive 
depmssion  of  foreign  commerce,  which 
the  petitioners  humbly  presume  can  only  be 
restored  by  the  i^lessings  of  Peace:  that  the 
petitioners  are  not  induced  to  petition  the 
house  on  the  subject  of  Peace  from  any 
jdread  of  the  enemy,  but  firom  a  deaire  that 
/iio  opportunity  mav  be  omitted  to  enter  into 
fiegociatiops  tpr  that  purpose ;  and  that 
the  petitioners,  should  the  enemy,  from 
ambitious  motives,  be  induced  to  make 
demands  inconsistent  with  our  national 
honour  and  independence  to  graht,  will 
«Viev  feel  it  to  be  their  duty,  with  one 
hftu^  and  mind,  to  think  no  sacrifices  oi* 
privations  too  great  irhen  made  for  the 
Wieiir  and  security/ of  the'u?  king  and 
foontry ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
•boose  would,  in^  its  great  wisdom,  recom- 
mend to  his  majesty,  that  no  means  be 
nmitled,  consistent  with  our  national  ho- 
nanr  and  security,  for  restoring  to  his  foith- 
iol  siil^ects  the  blessings  of  Peace/' — On 
the  motion,  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 

Mr. Secretary  CoBftv^^said, — "Sir,  I  do 
not  rise  to  object  te  the  motion,  satisfied  as 
i  am  of  the  pi^opriety  of  ^  the  terms  in 
Ifhieli  the  petitioners  have  claimed  the 
jittention  of  the  house  to  a  sutyect  so 
highly  interesting  to  the  whole  country ; 
amongh  I  cannot  but,  ^t  the  same  time, 
Aelihat  it  is  a  subject  which  must  always 
,be  in  the  contemplation  of  this  house,  and 
af  those  whose 4mty  it  is  to  advise  his  ma-, 
jestv.  I  tnfst,  sir,  i  shall  not  be  considered 
as  deficieni  in  iteling  for  the  situation  of 
the  petitionevs,  if  1  express  my  sincere 
opinion  and  convictian,  that  even  were 
^eace4o  b^  the  imnediate  cure  of  the  eviU 


of  whiph  they  complain,  the  n 
taining  that  cure  which  they, ha 
must  necessarily  retard  its  : 
While  I  allow  Uutt  it  i^  perfec 
for  the  petitioners,  experiencin 
vations  which  they  do  cxpcricii 
eagerly  to  any  remedy  that 
promise  them  relief,  yet,  on  t 
those  who  ought  to  «take  a  more 
view-of  the  subject,  I  must  dep 
accusation  of  hardness  of  heart, 
Clare  their  firm  opinion,  thj\t,  si 
be  drwcn  to  a  negociation  undc 
stances  in  which  they  must  ft* 
and  embarrassed,  such  wquld  u 
ably  not  be  the  mode  of  obtainr 
ject  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners 
a  peace,  consistent  with  the  se 
honour  of  the  country,  in  i 
these  sentiments,  sir,  I  am  ^\xv 
those  of  o^y  coUeagues.  We  ai 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  best  m( 
complish  this  desirable  end. 
and  our  interest  unite  to  induce 
sible,  to  obtain  a  peace  consistei 
security  and  honour  of  the  com 
have  misused  no  fair  opportunit 
purpose.  Sir,  I  am  anxious  to  n 
we  feel  most  strongly  the  distr« 
situation  from  which  the  petiti< 
to  be  relieved ;  but  we  are  bou 
vise  his  majesty  conscientiously 
of  our  judgment,  and  we  are  sat 
by  a  premature  negociatiqn,  or 
menced  on  any  grounds  but  tho 
feet  equality  and  independence 
would  the  object  of  the  petitior 
being  realized,  but  any  subsequ 
which  they  might  be  led  to 
would  be  disappointed,  in  a  nc 
most  ii^urious  U>  them,  and  to  tl; 
at  large." — ^The  Petition  was  the 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

(Tbkaty  with  Swepen.]  Mr 
observed,  that  on  the  fir^  day  6 
sion  he  had  noticed  a  passage  i 
Sweden,  in  the  Speech  of  the  k 
missioners,  and  having  inquired  c 
hon.  secretary,  whether  by  that 
was  implied,  that  the  house  she 
good  a  subsidiary  treaty  with  S\\ 
right  hon.  gent,  had  replied,  tb 
pected  shortly  to  have  his  majesi 
mands  to  lay  on  the  table  of  tha 
subsidiary  treaty  wiih  Sweden, 
month  had  elapsed,  but  no  such  t 
been  produced,  although  it  was  i 
on  what  authority  he  Kuewnot,tl 
siderable  sum  of  money  had  actu 
aent  from^G.  Britain  t#  that  oouii 
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wished  to  know  whether  any  money  had 
been  so  transmitted  ?  and  if  it  had,  whe- 
ther it  wus  under  the  conditions  of  a  treaty 
sabsisting  prior  to  the  observaticm  in  the 
speech,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  concla- 
sion  of  a  more  recent  treaty  ? . 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  replied,  thatihe 
reason  why  the  passa^^e  in  his  majesty's 
speech  had  not  been  tbllowed  up  by  the 
)>re8entation  of  the  treaty  was  simply  this : 
until  \vithin  these  few  days  there  had  been 
no ,  arrivals  from  the  continent.  No  less 
than  eight  or  ten  Gottenburgh  mails  had 
become  due.  "Within  these  few  days,  how- 
ever, dispatches  had  been  received  from 
the  British  ambassador  at  Stockholm,  stat- 
ing that  the  Treaty  with  Sweden  had  been 
actually  signed.  His  majesty's  govern- 
ment were  in  daily  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing it,  and  within  as  short  a  period  as  pos- 
sible after  the  arrival  of  tne  .treaty,  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  it 
down  to  the  house.  It  was  unauestionably 
true,  that  a  sum  of  money  h%a  been  sent 
to  Sweden,  not  in  pursuance  of  any  prior 
treaty  concluded  with  that  country,  but 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  treaty  that 
had  recently  been  signed. 

[JIXPORTATION    OF    CoTTON  WoOL    AND 

Jesuits  Bark.]  The  Chancellor  qfthe  JSr- 
chequer  stated*  that  he  understood,  by  re- 
presentations irom  various  quarters,  that 
it  would  be  more  acceptable  to  have  a  di- 

V  rect  prohibition  of  the; exportation  of  cer- 
t'«rin  articles,  the  produce  of  neutral  states 
as  well  as  of  this  country,  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  have  prohibited  by  duty.  The 
ihode  of  prohibitio^n  under  the  Orders  in 
Council  was  certainly  generally  intended 
to  be  that  of  imposing  duties.  However, 
as  a  direct  prohibition  of  the  exportation 
from  this  country  of  such  articles  as  were 
produced  by  America  as  well  as  our  own 
colonies  appeared  to  be  considered  the 
preferable  mode,  he  should  adopt  it.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  .Bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
Cotton  Wool  and  Jesuits  Bark ;  with  a 
proviso,  however,  that  licences  might  be 
granted  in  certain  cases  for  such  exporta- 
tion. As  to  the  prohibition  of  the  expor- 
tation of  Bark,.he  was  led  to  it  by  the  in- 
formation that  the  severest  pressure  was 
already  felt  on  the  continent  from  the 
want  of  that  article.  It  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  armies  of  the  enemy^  He 
understood  that  at  Paris  it  had  risen  from 

.  '10«.  to  lOs.  per  pound,  and  that  attempts 
had  been  made  to  procure  it  in  spite  of  all 
obstacles.    The  object  of  the  prohibition 


in  this  instance  W8S,  that  it  mi^t  Qlti«^ 
mately  be  the  means  of  introdnong  othef 
articles  into  the  continent.  He  movsed^ 
that  the  house  should  go  into  a  committee^ 
to  consider  of  the  prohibition  of  the  ex- 
pogatibn  of  Cotton  Wool  and  Jesuit's  Bark. 
— ^The  Speaker  left  the  chair.  The  resolu- 
tions were  put  and  asreed  to ;  the  report 
received;  and  bills  ordered. 

[Ordebs  im  Council  Bill.]  The  ^report 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  bill  was  bro^ht 
up. 

Mr.  Tiemey  objected  to  the  bill  on  the 
ground  of  intbmialitv.  This  was  a  bill  not 
only  for  imposing  duties,  but  for  the  vre- 
gulation  of  trade.  Bat  it  was  pitovided  by 
a  standing  order  of  the  house,  founded 
upon  that  of  1703i  that  no  bill  for  the  regu- 
lation of  trade  sho)udd  orginate,  except  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  called  a 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Trade  ahd 
Navigation.  That  part  of  the  bill  which 
went  to  the  regulation  of  trade,  oug^t 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  origi- 
nated in  such  a  committee.  He  had 
looked  for  precedents,  and  -found  one 
exactly  in  point  in  the  Convoy  Duty  act. 
The  course  which  had  been  pursued  -  by 
the  right  hon.  gent  opposite  (Mr.  Rose) 
in  that  instance  was  this — that  part  which 
was  matter  of  commercial  regulation  waa 
referred  to  a  committee  of  trade ;  that 
which  regarded  the  duties  was  referred 'to 
a  committee  of  ways  and  means.  The  re- 
solution of  the  ways  and  means  was  first 
reported  and  a  bill  ordered.  The  other 
resolui;ion  was  then  reported,  and  an^  in- 
sthiction  given  to  those  appointed  to  bring 
in  the  Duties  bill  to  make  provision  pur- 
suant to  that  resoluUon.  *  Joe  presraitvras 
a  bill  precisely  of  the  same  nature,  and  the 
same  course  ought  to  have  been  pursued* 
The  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Foster)  vras 
to  move  resolutions  of  the  same  sort  vrieh 
respect  to  Ireland ;  and  he  would  ask  him, 
vvhether  he  would  not  feel  it  his  duty  to 
adopt  the  course  which  he  had  described? 

The  ChanceUor  <f  the  Exchequer  replied* 
that  ail  that  was  required  by  the  Standing 
Ordeir  of  1772,  which  bad  :  taken  place  o£ 
that  of  1703^  was  that  any  regulatioxi  as  to 
trade  should  originate  in  a  committeie  of 
the  whole  house,  and  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means  was  such.  But,  besides  this^ 
there  was  a  clear  difference  between  the 
Convoy  Duty  act  and  the  present  bill. 
There  the  alteration  in  the  trade  was  the 
work  of  tbe^  legislature  :  here  it  was  the 
work  of  the  king,  anid  to  make  the  alter* 
ation,  he  contended  the  king  was  ftdiy 
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competent.  All  that  the  legislature  had 
to  do  with  it  was  to  impose  Uie  duty,  and 
for  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
was  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  Tiemey  mentioned  some  of  the 
clauses  which  went  to  make  new  regula^ 
tions  in  trade,  and  touched  incidentally  up- 
on the  pernicious  custom  the  house  was 
getting  into,  of  overlooking  the  principle 
of  confining  the  ways  and  means  within 
the  limits  ol;  the  supplies.  The  words  of 
the  Property  Tax  act  placed  the  proceeds 
irom  time  to  time  in  the  hands  of  ministers^ 
80  that  they  might  have  the  supplies  under 
that  act  without  any  committee  of  ways 
and  means  at  all.  The  war-tax  act  placed 
some  millions  in  the  hands  of  ministers 
beyond  the  estimated  supplies.  On  the 
prhiciple  he  had  stated,  he  strongly  ob- 
jected to  the  bill  going  forward  without 
an  estimate  of  the  expected  amount  of 
the  duties  imposed.  Ueturning  to  the  es- 
sential ground  of  his  .objection,  he  said, 
that  the  king  might  regulate  the  mode  in 
which  ships  were  to  come  to  England, 
but  he  could  not  regulate  the  mode  of 
their  going  out.  There  was  also  a  clause 
for  remitting  forfeitures  which  could  not 
be  regulated  by  the  crown.  The  bill,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  divided  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  proper  way. 

Mr.  jRose  said,  that  there  was  a  radical 
difl&rence  between  the  case  of  the  Convoy 
Duty  bill  and  the  present.  There  a  dis- 
tinct alteration  in  trade  was  made  by  the 
legislature,  here  it  was  made  by  the  crown. 
The  regulaticms  in  the  bill  were  minute 
points,  and  it,  was  customary  in  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  allow  such 
regulations  as  were  not  essential^  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duties. 

Tlie  j^peo^stated,  that  it  was  customary 
in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to 
interfere  in  regulations  respecting  trade, 
such  as  in  the  instance  of  the  expiring 
laws.  Though  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  was  the  only  place  for  duties,  yet, 
since  1772,  the  house,  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  admit^g  there  of  certain  minute 
regulations  cjk»ely  connected  with  these 
duties.  Unless  they  were  thus  connected, 
the  house  Would  order  a  sepsUrate  bill,  ori- 
ginating in  another  (Committee.  This  was 
the  principle,  the  house  wtofttld  apply  it  as* 
it  thought  fit.  1^ 

M/.  Tiemey  said,  that  thii  question  was, 
wjhether  the  regulations  in  questicm  were 
•such  as  the  Speaker  had  said  might  be 
•adopted  in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  along  {rith  the  duties } 


The  CkanceUor  qfthc  Exchequer  admitted; 
that  there  was  something  in  the  argument 
respecting  forfeitures.  He  would  there- 
fore not  object  to  the  dividing  of  the  bin 
when  it  came  to  the  conunittee. — ^The  re« 
port  was  then  receiv^,  and  the  bill  or* 
dered  to  be  re-coifftnitted  on  Wednesday; 
and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tierney,  it  was 
agreed,  that  there  should  be  an  instruction 
to  the  committee  to  divide  the  bill  if  it 
thought  fit  He  also  gave  iiotice,  that  he 
would  then  move  for  the  reference  of  the 
matter  of  regulation  to  a  committee  of 
trade.  .     '  » 

[Great  Grimsby  Election.]  Mr.  Har^  . 
ner  rose  to  move  that  the  order  for  taking  . 
into  consideration  the  Petition  complain* 
ing  of  thoMindu^  election  for  the  borougl^ 
of  Great  Grhnsby,  should  be  discharged. 
The  grounds  upon  which  his  motion  rested 
were,  that  the  standing  order  of  the  house 
had  not  been  complied  with  by  the  peti- 
tioner in  the  last  session;  that  order  re- 
quiring that  the  petitioner  should  give  in 
a  statement  of  his  qualification  wimia  15 
days  after  notice  to  that  efiect  had  been 
served  upon  him,  subsequent  to  the  prer 
senting  his  petition.  Such  notice  had  been^ 
given  to  the  petitioner  last  session,  but  no 
qualification  had  been  accordingly  given 
in ;  and  thus  the  qualification  had,  within 
the  regular  time  after  the  renewal  of  the 
petition  ui  the  present  session,  been  rer 
turned  to  the  house,  in  the  absence  of  any 
precedent,  since  the  enactment  of  the 
Granville  act,  that  the  house  should  be 
governed  by  the  analogy  of  its  practice^  ' 
antecedent  to  the  passing  of  that  act,,  which 
would  be  fatal  to  the  claim  of  the  petitionisr 
to  be  heard.  He  thetefore  moved  that  the 
order  be  discharged. 

The  Solidt&r  General  stated,  that  he 
agreed  with  the  learned  gtsnt.  as  to  the 
practice  of' the  house  antecedent  t<>  the 
passing  of  the  10th  of  the  kine,  the  Grenr 
ville  act.  .  But  he  contended,  since  the 
enactment  of  that  statute,  which  iransf^red 
all  jurisdiction  on  matters  of  controverted  . 
election  firom  the  house  to  the  committees 
chosen  under  it,  it  was  not  competent  to 
the  house  to  dischar^  any  order  for  a 
committee  to  determine  the  merits  of  an 
election,  in  any  other  manner  than  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  The  whole  juri^ijc- 
tion  rested  with  the  committee,.. which 
alone  was  to  decide 'upon  the  que^iqn  re« 
specting  the  qualification,  and  therefore 
the  house  could  not  have  power  to  di3W  . 
charge  the  ordef  pursuant  tp  the  motion  of 
the  non.  gent-^Aiter  a  few.  words  ftom 
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|tfr.  Croker,  the  motion  was  negatived 
withoatadiviaion. 

[COKPUCT  OP  MaRUUIS  WlLisSLVT.]-* 

Lord  FoVuatone  mored  the  order  of  tbe  day 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  papers*; 
and  on  Uie  question  that  they  be  now 
taken  into  oonaideralion) 

Mr.  Cream  rose  to  give  his  negative  to 
the  proposition,  for  two  reasons :  in  the 
first  place,  because  it  was  impossible  for 
the  house  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  marqui%Wellesley,  without 
at  the  same  time  deciding  upon  the  general 
question  of  Indian  policy  \  and  in  the  se* 
cond  place,  because  it  was  quite  impossi- 
l>le  that  gentlemen  could  ao  have  digested 
material^  which  would  fill  seven  vonimes^ 
and  which  had  been  eoitected  fit)m  the 
administration  of  that  country,  during  a 
period  of  17  years,  which  had  been 
moved  for  by  ditifen^t  persons,  and 
with  different  views,  and  wnich  brought, 
into  comparison  the  administrations  of  lord 
Teignmouth  and*  the  marquis  Comwollis 
with  that  of  the  marquis  Wellesley,  as  to 
be  able  to  decide  upon  the 'merits  of  that 
complicated  system  with  which  the  con* 
4act  and  character  of  the  last  mentioned 
Aobieman  were  inseparably  inter^voven, 
^he  pepers  were  in  such  confusion  that  it 
was  indtspensible  that  they  should  be  ar* 
Tanged  before  they  could  be  penise((,  so 
as  to  convey  the  information  necessaiy  to 
^able^  the  house  to  form  a  judgment  upon 
^e  facts  to  which  they  related  i  and  though 
he  was  pr^ty  generally  acquainted  with 
them,  he  had  no|^  met  with  three  gentle- 
Mxen  who  had  r^  th^m.  The  course, 
therefore,  which  he  would  recommend 
«vas,  that  they  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  lie  did  npt  care  how  that 
committee  was  fiMnaed.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection that  the  three  brothers  of  the  m^le 
marquis  should  be  members  of  it,  aiid  it 
.  ^euld  be  ^pointed  exclusively  by  thp 
}ion.  gentlemen  on  the  treasury  bekich. 
:As  mattei-8  how  stood,  the  house  could  not 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question,  be- 
caused  ^as  connected  with  a  variety  of 
4>thers  which  required  a  detailed  examina- 
«tion;  Tlie  qgertion  before  the  house  was 
•the  propnety  of  the  treaty  by  which  the 
l^abob  of  Oude  was  dethroned  and  stript 
o(f  his  territory.  But  this  was  not  a  soli- 
tary ^  instance  of*  this  species  of  policy. 
ile  bad  condudod  many  treaties  of  the 
fiome  kind,  and  each  was  risferred  to  in  his 
-instructions  to  hi/tf  agents  as  a  model -for 
the  other.  They  <>Mi|d*  not>  therefore, 
4«cido  upon  oD«  treaty -wkhopt  aiio  tak- 


ing into  consideration  the  model  upon 
which  it  was  formed.  The  justification  of 
aome  of  them  was  the  peHidy  of  the  prince 
who  was  dethroned ; '  but  would  it  be  ooo* 
tended*  that  all  the  princes  who  had  fallen 
the  victims  of  his  policy  were  equally  per« 
fidious  ?  And  if  a  general  view  was  takeii 
of  the  whole  policy  of  his  administration, 
what  light,  he  would  ask,  was  there  to 
guide  tiuD  house  in  forming  its  decision  } 
The  hon.  gent,  quoted  tlie  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors,  as  it  was  expressed  in 
a  printed  dispatch  that-had  been  published, 
in  which  that  court,  while  it  expressed  a 
high  consideration  for  the  talents  of  mavq.. 
Wellesley,  condemned  iathe  most  pointed 
terms,  the  general  tenor  of  his  administra^ 
tioh,  as  contrary  to  the  existing  laws,  as  an 
open  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  divec* 
tors,  and  as  an  attempt,  on  his  part,  tQ 
convert  the  government  of  India  into  a 
simple  despotism.  In  the  same  dispatch 
the  profusion  of  his  expenditure  was  cen* 
flured,  and  the  whole  of  his  conduct  to 
&reiga  powers  reprobated,  as  a  departure 
firom  those  principles  of  moderation  by 
which  they  were  desirous  that  the  go* 
vemor-general  should  be  actuated..*-*Here 

The  Ckancdlor  qf  iht  Exchequer  cailod  . 
the  hon.  gent  to  order,  upon  the  groond 
that  at  the  opening  of  a  procQicding,  ia« 
stead  of  arguing  upon  matters  of  fact,  he 
was  bringing  forward  thcopinions  of  those 
who  were  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
accqsers. 

J>.  Laurenct  on  *the  other  jiid6>  con* 
tended,  that  his  hon.  friend  was  completely 
4n  order,  because  in  stating  his  objections 
to  the  proceeding,  it  was  certainly  (M>m» 
potent  for  him  to  mention  the  ^undf  of 
those  objections,  and  his  reasons  ibr  think** 
ing  that  a  different  course  should  be 
adopted. 

The  Chanoclhr  qf  the.  Excheguer  asserted, 
that  it  was  irregular  to  refer  to  f^inions 
which  were  not  before  t^  house. 

The  :^)eaker  then  decided,  that  if  this 
parliament  had  refused  the  document  which 
the  .hon.  member  was  quoting,  it  would 
never  consent  to  receive  that  indirectly 
which  it  had  direetly  refiised.  But ^if  the 
paper  had  not  been  refilled  by  this  par- 
liament, he  was  of  opinioii  ihaft  tlie  hon. 
gent.^,was  perfectly  in  order  when  he  made 
use  of  it  in  the  course  of  his  argument. 
.  Mr.  Creeoey  proceeded  to  read  another 
part  of  the  dii^atch,  in  which  the  syst^ 
adopted  by  the  marquis  Wdlesley,  for  ex*^ 
tending  the  territory  and  increasing  the 
revenues  of. the  ooqapauy,  w^  reprobated 
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as  najttit,  illegaU  and  impolilic.  He  coa« 
tended,  that  it  would  be  extreineiy  rash 
tor  the  ho«i86,  in  the  face  of  .an  opinion  so 
decided  ty  prowmnced  by  those  wh©  were 
the  best  judges  of  the  subject  and  with  im 
unanimtty  aln»3st  unparalleled  (this  dis- 
patch having  been  signed  by  23  out  oi*  24. 
Directors)  to  come  to  a  decision  with  their , 
preseDt  inadequate  means  of  information^ 
directly  the  rererse  of  this  o|^imon>  which 
would  be  the  effect  6f  a  reeolution  of  «c» 
quittal,  pa^ed  in  lavoar  of,  vaarquis  Wei** 
lesley.  it  ought  to  foe  considered*  too» 
that  the  Ttt'y  circumstance  of  the  marquis 
Comwallis  having  been  sent  out  to  8uper>- 
sede  marquis  Weliesley,  then  in  the  prime 
of  life,  in  the  government  of  India,  was  a 
proof  that  a  disapprobation  of  his  conduct 
was  act  coniined  to  the  court  of  directmrs» 
but.  that  government  likewise  participated 
in  it.  It  had  been  said,  that  any  farther 
delay  would  be  extremely  hard  towards 
lord  Weliesley.  He  admitted  that  it  was 
hard  upon  lord  Weliesley. .  But  was  there 
not  a  third  party  who  likewise  merited 
some  consideration  ?  Would  it  hot  be 
hard  on  the  East  India  €«MnpaAy  to  be 
deirauded  of  their  possessions,  iuconse- 
qunce  of  his  mal -administration  ?  or  would 
it  not  be  hard  upon  the  country  tf>  in  con^ 
sequence  of  his  measures,  its  Indian- domi<* 
nions  should  be  !<evered  frcim  it  ibrtrver? 
What  he  wished  was,  that  this  quetstioaa 
should  be  examined  as  all  ether  Indian 
questions  had  been  exdmiiicd.  For  if  the 
noble  maisquis  had,  dofing  his  sdministra- 
tion,  furnished  more  materials  for  discus- 
sion than  any  other  ffovemor;  it  would 
scarcelybe  maintained  that,  on  thst  accqunt^ 
a decuion should  be  more  speedily  adopted. 
He  thought  that  one  of  tWo  expedients 
should  .  be  recurred  to,  either  that .  the 
house  ought  to  follow  the  same  course 
that  had  been  pursued  in  mn  and  1782, 
and  that  d  committee  ought  in  tfie  first 
place  to  be  appointed  to  make  a  com  pleat 
rsvisipn  of  the  afiairs  of  India,  or  that  if 
tord  ^eUesley's  cbndnct  was  to  be  dis- 
cussed separately,  that  the  evidence  before 
them  should  bs  previously  arranged  by  a 
select*  committee,  so  as  to  render  it  intelli- 
ffible^'  which  it  was  ndtin  its  p1%sait  fi>itn/ 
Were  parliament  to  come  to  a  deeisien 
epon  the  ooiiduct  of.that  nobte  pensen  by 
ihistiijil^svote,  he  asserted  it  they  would 
eofiliiiit  -an  act  of  injustice  to  .^  noble 
maMpiis,  and  that  it  woold  be  wantnig  in 
ks  duty  both  to  itself,  and  to  the  cvnmtry-; 
ilKi  iii^proposing  Jbme  r&stfaer  detay,  lie 


men.who  had  not  made  themselves  masters 
of  the  ^paperS)  who>  he  was  convinced^ 
formed  a  large  majority  of  the  house. 

Sir  John  Anstrtuher  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  present  state  of  the 
proceedings.  Three  parliaments  ago,  a 
.  charge  had  been  brought  agunsi  marqnit 
Weliesley,  tiy  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Paul!) 
who  was  no  longer  ft  member  of  that  hoiise; 
all  the.  evidence  necessary  for  sitpokhrting 
the  chturge,  bad  beeti  moved  for  anxi  grant- 
ed^  an  inquiry  had  been  challenged  by 
the  friends  of  the  noble  marquis,  the  charge 
originally  brought  forward  had  been  aban«- 
doned,  but  upon  the  papers  that  had  beea 
prodnoed*  other  accusations  had  been 
founded  by  a  noble  lord,  and  this  aight 
had  been  ued  for  the  house  to  proiiokincA 
upon  the  justice  or  isLJustice  of  thesie  acca- 
satioios.  Nothing  had  be^n  isaid  of  any 
deficiency  of  evidence,  or  of  any  confu«- 
sica  of  papers;  till  about  ten  days  ago. 
He  cofldiended,  that' the  delay  bow  propo'^ 
sed,  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  at* 
tcftnpt  to  arrest  the  coarse  ef  justice,  in  as 
far  as  lord  Weliesley  was  concerned^ 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  a  detailed 
examination  of  the  affairs  of  Iadia»  and  to 
blesid  two  subjects  which  Were  totally  dif'^ 
ferent  and  distinct.  The  Dispatch  which 
had  been  read,  ought  to  have*  no  more 
weight  with  the:ht>use,  £h«n  the  apinrion  of ' 
24  printers,  and  it  would  hasre  heen  only 
fair  in  the  hon.  gent,  when  he  read  it  te 
the  house,  to  Inive  read  also  the  Answef*te 
it,  which  was  made  by  the  Board  Hof  Con^ 
h:t>ul,  whose  opinion  he  thought  was  fully 
as  valuable  upon  such  a  question  as  iCbat  of 
the.  Court  of  Directors.  Upon  the  gene« 
ral  merits  of  lord  Wellesley^s  ^dnmiistraw 
tion,  he  should  be  ready  to  meet  either  tho 
hon.  gent,  or  any  other  pet3on,«whe|v  they 
comb  to  b^  discussed.  At  present,  that 
question  was  hot  before  the  house,  and  bf- 
ter  the  delay  which  had  ahready  takes 
place,  bethought  ihe  house* could  Hot  con* 
sent  to  postpone  their  deciiion  upon  the 
particular  and  pefsonai  ch^es,  without 
committing  an  act  of  ^gross  injustice  to  thei 
noble  and  distinguislMd  individual  w:he8ii 
character  was  implicated  in  diem. 

Mr.  Robm  Thaniton  ^professed  his  deei- 
ded  disapprobation  most  highly  of  muiyt 
of  the  political  meajmres  of  Uie  noble  mar*  ' 
qois,  at-^theeame  time  he  wished  ^at  th)9 
house  should  decide  upon  the  dhai^es  «hiAt 
hsed  ibeen  brought  u^aihist>  him  with  ^s- 
patch  as  vi^eU'as  ivith 'boldness.  ^For  thie 
reason' her  was  arainstilie  appoivrtttiient 'of 


Miy-ei^ectedthejq^rtof.tfaine  gentle*',  a  ce«nm]ttee» ibrnfte  tint  mode aof  )peo*i 
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ceedinff  woul^  XkoA  to  posqpoiie  a  decinon 
which  had  already  been  too  long  delayed. 
He  animadveited  with  severity  upon  the 
backwardneit  which  had  been  shewn  by 
some  gentlemen  at  a  certain  period,  to  pro- 
secute the  charges  which  they  had  pleaged 
themselves  to  institate,  and  alluded  par- 
ticularly to  the  conduct  of  Mr^  Sheridan, 
in  declining,  while  in  the  last  administra- 
tion, to  bring  forward  the  Caiiiatic  ques- 
tion, because  he  found  that  it  would  not 
be  agreeable  to  some  of  his  colleagues. 
His  wish  was,  that  the  character  of  lord 
Wellesley  should  be  cither  cleared  by  a 
vote  of  the  house,  or  that  the  censure  should 
be  passed  upon  him  which  his  conduct  had 
merited.  He  denied  that  the  Directors  of 
the  East  &idia<' Company  appeared  as  the 
accusers  of  lord  Wellesley,  but  he,  along 
with  many  of  his  colleagues,  had  disap- 
proved of  many  of  his  measure^  and  it 
was  necessary,  in  their  own'  defence,  that 
they  should  state  the  grounds  of  this  dis- 
approbation. 
.    Mr.  S*  Luakmgton  contended,  that  the 

'  oDily  mode  6f  doing  justice  either  to  mar- 
quis Wellesley,  to  the  injured  natives  of 
India,  or  to  the  character  of  the  British 
nation,  was  to  institute  a  genend  inquiry 
into  all  the'measures  of  the  noble  marquis  s 
administration,  . 

Mr.  Jfo/tihougbt  that  if  the  house  had 
any  sense  /of  niational  justice,  or  any  re- 
gard for  its  own  character,  it  woiilu  not 
suffer  any  further  delay  to  retard  its  final 

>  decision  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  S,  L.  LushmgtanviBserted  that  already 
British  India  had  to  lament  the  measures 
which  had  lately  been  adopted  in  this 
country.  The  charge  in- the  present  in- 
stance he  maintained  was  personal,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  decided  without 
further  delay.-  .     . 

■  Lord  A,  HamUion  was  of-  opinion,  that 
as  gentlemen  were  not  very  forward  to 
encotgoter  the. obloquy  of  taking  up  such 
charges,  and  the  noble  lord  had  under- 
^ken  this-  with  such  laudable  attention, 
the  btBiness  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of 
bis  hands. ' '  If  his  hoiufiiend  should  here- 
aflei'  propose  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  transactions  in  the  Camadc,  or  at  Fur- 
ruckab^d,  he  would  be  ready  to  support 
him ;  but  in  the  present  instance  he  thought 
the  course  proposed  by  his  noble  friend 
ihould*  Aot  be  rejected. 

-Mr.  Grafts  would  have  supported  the 
motion  Jbr  a  committee,  if  that,  had  been 

|>risinally  proposed ;  but  as  the  noble  lord 
Ji^d  taken  up  the  question  with  a  view  to 


another  course  of  proeeeding,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  resist  it.  He  hoped  the  house 
would  not  judge  of  the  conduct  of  the 
court  of  directors  on  an  ex  parte  statement, 
but  that  their  case,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
tioble  marquis,  would,  be  considered  with 
reference  to  the  whole  of  the  circumstan- 
ces. 

Mr.  Windhwfi  rose,  amidst  a  loud  cry 
for  the  question.     He  said  that  he  cer» 
tainly  should  not  be  deterred  from  deliver- 
ing his  sentiments  on  this  occavion  by  any 
such  cry,  more  particularly  as  it  was  this 
importunity  for  the  question  which  he  was 
desirous  to  combat,  and  which  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  do  with  somewhat  better  ar- 
gument than  mere  clamour.    He  confess- 
ed, however,  that  he  had « little  to  say,  on 
the  present  occasion,  in  $iddition  to  .what 
he  had  stated  on  a  former  evening.    The 
question  now  before  the  house  was,  whe- 
ther it  would  come  to  a  decision  now  upon 
a  subject  of  the  greatest  magnitude  and 
importance,    or  deter  that  xlecision  till 
they  were  competent  to  judge  of  it  ?  If  it 
was  asked,  why  the  house  was  not  compe- 
tent to  decide  upon  it  now,  he  would  leave 
it  to  every  gentleman  to  give  an  answer 
for  himself.    He  believed,  that  not  one  in 
20  members  had  read  the  papers,  and  if 
this  was  the  case,  it  was  a  sufficient  reply 
to  all  that  had  been  said  on  the  opposite 
side.    He  allowed  that  marouis  Wellesley 
was  a  man  of  high  rank,  ot  considerable 
talents,  and  th^t  his  conduet  had  been 
arraigned ;  but  none  of  these  circumstan- 
ces was  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
material  consideration  of  the  incapacity 
of  the  tribunal  in  its  present  state  of  in- 
formation, to  pass  a  decision  upon  the 
charges  which  had  been  brought  against 
him.     The  accusations  which  had  l>een 
lodged  against  him  were  what  were  inci- 
dent to^he  Ipt  of  every  great  man.    They 
were  taxes^^which  greatness  and  distinction 
had  to  pay,  nor  was  the  noble  marquis,  so 
destitute  of  friend$,  or  so  run  down  in  the 
world,  that  they  bore  upon  him  with  any 
peculiar  degree  of  weight.     On  the  con- 
trary, if  his  conduct  was  arraigned  it 
ou^t  to  J>e  recollected  that  it^was  in  tho' 
nature-  of  that  conduct  to  beget  fi^ends. 
He  denied  that  there  had  been  any  un^ 
necessary  delay.    It  was  not  fair  in  calcu- 
la^g  this  to  count  the  num,ber  of  parlia- 
ments since  the  subject  was  first  intro- 
duced to  notice,  for  the  present  parliament 
wa&  not  supposed  to  be  acquainted  wi^ 
the  proceedings  which  had  beeh  instituted 
by  any  preceding  parliament.    And  whea 
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tke  period  duriiifr  which  the  present  dis- 
cosumis  had  been  pending  was  considered, 
it  certainly  Aid  not  afibid  any  reason  for 
aQch  a  complaint,  when  it  was  compared 
with  the  time  that  was  occupied  with  tte 
prosecution  either  of  Mr.  Hastings  or  lo^ 
Clire.  But  even  supposing  that  there  had 
been  more  delay  than  was  necessary,  this 
was  no  reason  why  the  house  ought  to  pass 
a  -premature  and  precipitate  decision.  It 
might  be  said,  to  be  sure,  that  members 
might  have  carried  the  papers  to  the 
country  with  them  during  the  recess,  but 
since  parliament  met  there  had  been  such 
a  |ureas  of  other  business  as  completely  to 
occupy  their  time.  But  even  if  they  were 
chargeable  with  remissness,  ihat  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  now  pass  a  judg- 
ment for  which  they  were  totally  unpre- 
pared. In  such  circumstances,  an  acquit- 
tal would  be  no  acquittal,  and  condemna- 
tion would  be  no  more  than  condemnation. 
He  had  made  himself  so  for  master  of  the 
subject  as  to  h%ye  formed  an  opinion  very 
unfavourable  certainly  to  many  parts  of 
the  noble  marquis's  administration,  but 
what  he  wished  was.  that  some  farther  de- 
lay should  be  granted  to  those  who  had 
not  made  themselves  masters  of  the  sub* 
ject.  He  concluded. with  deprecatinsf  a 
hasty  decision  upon  a  question  in  which 
the  national  character  was  most  deeply 
involved.  Were  the  house,  by  a  vote  this 
evening,  to  give  its  sanction  to  all  the  fla- 
gitious outrages  which  had  been  commit- 
ted in  India  against  the  rights  of  indepen- 
dent princes,  in  violation  of  all  the  pnnci- 
ples  of  justice,  honour,  and  good  faith,  he 
was  afiaid  that,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world,  this  country  would  stand  chargea- 
ble with  many  of  those  crimes  which  we 
had  reprobated  so  ipuch  in  others,  but  of 
which  we  had  in  several  recent  instances, 
he  was  afraid,  been  too  successful  imita- 
tors. 

Mr.  B.  Batkunt  said,  that  if  the  house 
was  unprepared  to  decide  upon  the  ques- 
tion now,  this  want  of  preparation  might 
be  a  good  reason  for  adjourning  the  debate 
to  some  future  day.  but  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  it  furnished  ground  for  insti- 
tuting a  new  proceeding.  In  piroposing  to 
appoint  a  select  committee  one  or  two. 
objects  must  be  in  viewv  either  that  this 
committee  should  merely  forh:^  an  index  to 
the  papers,  or  that  it  sboal^^bterinto  an 
investigation  of  the  whoWafiairaof  India, 
and  report  thereupon  to  the  bouse. .  But. 
in  either  case,  what  security  had  they  that 
those  geiUlemeii  who  had  not  read  the 
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papers  in  their  present  state,  would  read 
them  after  they  werfe  arqftnged.  or  that 
they  would  read  the  report^  which  would 
probably  be  still  ^ibre  voluminous  than 
the  papers  ? 

Sir  T.  Turom  exhorted  the  house  Hot  to 
hurry  a  proceeding  of  such  great  import* 
ance.  This  was  not  a  case  in  which  a 
private  person  alone  was  interested.  It 
afiected  the  rights  of  a  whole  people,  who 
had  no  tribunal  but  that  house  to  whom  to 
apply  for  justice.  The^^  had  no  friend 
but  that  house,  and  if  it  slighted  the  appeal 
now  made,  it  forfeited  its  own  character 
and  honour,  and  the  character  and  hodour 
of  the  country.  At  all  events,  he  trusted 
it  was  not  meant  to  proceed  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  question  to-night 

Sir  S.  /{onuV^  admitted  that  jiisti<^e.to 
the  noble  marquis  required  that  no  unne* 
cessary  delay  should  take  place.  Justice, 
however,  could  not  be  done  to  him.  and, 
what  wasof  still  higher  importance,  to  the 
iiational  character,  if  the  house  came  to  a 
premature  decision.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  of  the  number  of  parliaments 
which  had  passed  jince  the  papers  were 
laid  on  the  table ;  let  it.  however,  be  re^ 
collected,  that  there  we^e  many  members 
in  that  house  who  had  sat  there  for  not  . 
more  than  seven  months,  not  one  of  whom; 
of  course.  ha[d  heard  a  single  word  on  the 
subject  of  these  papers,  which  could  enable 
them  to  form  any  ideia  as  to  the  facts  which 
they  were  meant  to  substantiate ;  ^  and  yet 
they  were  now  called  on  to  give  a  decision 
on  evidence  of  which  they  did  not  know 
the  bearmg.  This  was  said  to  be  a  queS'^ 
tion  personal  to  the  noble  marquis,  but 
still  it  was  no  less  a  judicial  question,  and 
he  had  never  yet  heard  of  any  proceeding 
by  which  a  lair  result  of  such  a  question 
could  be  obtained,  unless  those  who  were 
to  judge  of  it,  were  previously  acquainted 
with  the  facts  charged,  and  tne  nature  of 
the  defence.  Was  there  a  man  in  that 
house  prepared  at  the  present  moment  to 
say,  that  ne  was  ready  to  come  to  a  right 
decision  on  the  case  ?  He  had.  with  great 
inconvenience  to  himself,  gone  through  a 
considerable  part  of  thejse  papers,  and  if 
obliged  to  come  to  his  decision  this  night, 
he  must  give  it  against  the  noble  mai-quis, 
though  he  did  not  say.  that  in  the  mass  of 
evidence  before  the  house,  there  might  not 
be  evidence  in  the  noble  marquis's  favour  of 
which  he  was  at  present  iffnotant.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  to  send  ttie  evidence  to  a 
^committee  to  return  a  digested  report  of 
it  to  the  house,  would  be  the  only  meam 
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qf  anrWing  at  sobstafilial  juatic9»  Noaib 
jlie  was  coav  wed^  ought  to  je^m  this  so 
aD2(iou8ly  as  the  friends  of  the  marqius, 
f^nd  npthiog  c<^d  b^  laom  unsatiaiictory 
than  a  premature  decision. 
<,  Sir  JL.  W4k9ky^wi6,  it  was  lor  tbe'bpasa 
to  decide  whs^  mode  of  proceeding  urould 
best  suit  its  own  conyenience  and  the  ends 
pi  jqstice;  but^  he  contended^  that  it  had 
been  alwajits  a^ed,  and  it  was  the  only 
thing  th^t  was  ask^>  on  the  part  of  the 
IKikhle  marquiit,  i\»%  the  cm  should  be 
brought  to  as  speedy  a  decision^  a»  a  re* 
gard  to  justice  and  fair  inquiry  wpald 
allow.  The  propriety' ef  thiai  principle 
liad  beea  laid  down  and  enfosced  by  the 
bil^hi^  authority  dk^  all  si^s  of  tb«  biouse/ 
and  amoiM^  others,  by  an  hon.  ^ent,  now 
BO  oaojce  (McFox),  whose  opinion  \KOQld 
v^h  very  much  with  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side.  He  did  not  suppose  that 
^veicy  xni^nbec  had  read  the  papers  vwrd 
for  word :  b.ut  be  was  satisfied  there  were 
very  lew  who  h^d  not  read  them  sufiOici- 
ently  to  enable  tbem  to  give  a  conscten* 
iiQu^  vote.  All  that  he  asked  now>was 
what  be  had  ast^j  before,  as  speedy  a  de-» 
cision  at}  the^hou^e  in  its  sense  of  justice 
could  admit. 

.  XM^d  FoUcefi(m€,  thought  the  house  was 
anffi^ieiitly  in  possiession,  at  least  of  the 
Daain  facts  ol'  the  case,  to  come  te  a  deci- 
sion on  the  Oude  question  at  once,  with* 
9Ut.  going  into  the  general  policy  of  tbe 
tystem  of  gOTemment  in  Ipdia,  which  ha 
thought  belonged  more  properly  to  tbe 
general  consideration  of  the  Finances  of 
l^dia,  of  .which  the  right  hop.  gent,  op-p 
posite  ^Mr.  Di^ndas)  had  given  notice,  dr> 
Ibe  other  general  view  of  that  part  of  the 
^mpi^re  tol)e  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
igent.  below  him  (Mr^  Creevev).  It  was 
jtheir  own  £3mlt  if  .any  gentfem^i  were 
Xinprepared  to  come  to  the  decision. 

Sijr.  JP.  I^dfiif  thought  it  impossible  to 
d^ide  this  night  upon  the  merits  of  the 
(Case,  when  the  minds  of  gentlemen  were 
^not  made  np  ^  to  the  proper  form  of  pro* 
.<^e^ding*  JHe  moved  as  an  amendment  to 
the  motion^  the  insertion  of  the  wocds 
•Mtormorrow  se'nnight,"  instead  of  the 
word^now.^' 

iiord.  JWe$ifine  agreed  in  the  impoa- 

sibili^y  of  going  into  ^he  merite  of  the 

cas^  at  jsolate  an  hour  this  nu^t.    He 

.was  ready  to  agree  in  &e  faon/baronet's 

;  motion,  if  the  lious^  thought  fii^. 

The  Chumsdhit  qftke  l^h^ygxi^ixm^, 

that  it  w^ impossible  to  go  into  the  merits, 

*:  tf  the,  c»s^  tnb  night..   lie.  widied  the 
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amendment  to  be  irithdraiiPB»  in  ovder  to 
allow  the  hoiise  to  decide,  whether  it  womld 
proceed  in  a  house*  or  ftfer  ihe  case  to  m 
committee.  When  that  question^  Amvki 
b^  decided,  the  proper  tim^tt  for  proceeding 
migUt  be  considered ;  and  h»  witii  of  opt* 
nioAf  that  to-morfow  would  be  prefefsbl* 
to  to«morrow  se'nnight  I^  was  a  yacaonl 
day,  and  it  «'as  agreed  that  k  was  deanr* 
able  to  hear  the  noble  lord's  cbaigea  staked 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Sir  F.  'BurdifU  mrithdrew  his  amendiMBt 
for  deferring  the  further  proceeding-ta  lo« 
mocrow  se'nnfght. 

I^erd  Folkc8t<mfi  was  ready,  fot  bis  ofwn 
part,  to  proceed  to^-morrow ;  hut  he  ondear* 
stood  the  gentlemen  about  him  preferred  . 
to-moirow  Ae'nnight.**^A  division  was  then 
called  for,,  when  there  appeased,  For  tbs 
orginai  motion,  21.  For  refefring  th^ 
busslneas  to  a  committeje  54. — Wh&  tiw 
gallery  was  shut  1^  conTearsa^ion  took  plao^ 
about  the  proper  time  of  taking  the  snb* 
ject  into  consideration  again,  when  it  warn 
agreed  to  make  the  ecder  fbr  toraMctcrar 
se'nnight. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February.  23. 

pETITtO^I     FROM     QldHAV     KBSPEOTlHa^ 

PUACE.]  Col.  Stanley  presented  %  Peti* 
tion  from  the  iohabitantsof  Oldhaman^it» 
neighbourhood,  in  the  county  PaJatMe  .of 
Lanjpaster,  setting  forth,^  ^  That,  the  pe*t« 
tinners  experience  great  ineonsrenienee 
firom  a  considerable  depression  o£  Ikeur 
trade,  a  depression  wlm:h  causes  a  re* 
due  tion  in  the  wages  of  labour  unprece* 
denied  in  the  most  afBicting  times  her«>- 
tofore  known,  and  which  renders  it'dif^ 
ilcult.for  the  most  induatrious  and  health** 
woikman  to  procure  for  himself  and  fioaoi^ 
the  bare  necessaries  of  life  ;  thatthe  mann* 
facturer  is  unable  to  afford  him  any  lasftiiig 
rcjief,  ibr,  even  with  this  reduced  state  of 
wt^Sv  he  cannot  tind  a  market  for  h^ 
goods  that  will  retui*ahim  a  profitade^nate 
tor  his  Qiq>ehces  and  risks ;.  that  in  the  lania 
qS.  t^se  di^tribsses  folk>w  the  incseese  el' 
thfi  pooe  rates,  tbe^  nuaaeDous  assignments^ 
•  baatonptciea^  and  ^1  the  variont  aels 
wfaemby  tb&  property  of  odtem  becomes 
ii^iedand  insectwe ;  Ibat  the  petatienais 
are  persnad^,  that  the  uMmate  eatne  of 
most  of  the.  evils,  here  compkuQed  of  isLtiiv& 
war  in  ^«liick  weare^nnfortunalKiy  esagagtd, 
which,  has  been  prolonged  to  an  u&mnal 
lengthy  and  whicb-the  powqrsof  tbe  -Qom- 
.  ttnentidledge  Kointiend  to  jnakftjpvpfiftnai. 
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wad  uisder  that  prete^  exclude  our  mer- 
chanditze  ^om  the  aocttstomed  mam  in 
their  territoiy;  that  the  petitioners  con- 
ceive sotaething  onght  to  be  done  to.  con* 
TiACe  the  world  that  we  cherish  the  idea 
of  perpetual  wot  as  little  as  an^r  o^her  n^* 
tion^'v^en  peace  can  be  had  with  honour 
and  safety,  and  that  the  most  effectual  way 
of  answering  such  allegations  would  be  to 
enter  into  Negociations  for  Peace;  that 
tke  petitioners  deprecate  the  very  idea  of 
perpetaal  wai*   being  entertained   for  a 
moment  by  any -order  of  men  in  thi<}  king- 
dxmi ;  and  they  conceive  that  a  protracted 
ene  can  be  attended  with  no  advantage  to 
the  interests  of  this  country,  as  the  destiny 
of  £arope  seems  fixed  beyond  the  power 
<if  us  to  alter ;  and  the  petitioners  think  it 
incumbent  on  them  to.  state,  thatdie  un^ 
certainty  whether  the  relations  of  amity 
cocdd  be  maintained  between  our  govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  united  states  of 
America  has  contributed  no  little  to  in- 
crease the  difiicukie-s  of  our  situatipn,  and, 
in  the  event  of  a  niptut^  between  the  two 
cQilintries,  in  the  presiE^nt  confined  slate  of 
our  commerce  in  Europe,  certain  ruin  will 
be  the  consequence  to  a  great  numbet  Hf 
the  petitioners;   ^aad  therefore  praying, 
that  the  house  will  be  pleased  to  present 
mad^ss  to  his  n^ajesty,  advising  him  to 
eater  into  such  arrangements  for  th^  im- 
mediate tiestorati(m  of  Peace,  aslhe  urgency 
of  the  qose  seemsrto  require ;  but  the  petim 
timers  do  not  request  that  the  honour  and 
security  of  the  nation  should  be  sacrificed 
te  obtain  for   them   a  temporary  relief 
from  their  sufferings;    on  the  tohtrafy, 
^ontd  our  enemies;  from  any  nnjusttfiable 
motives>  be  induced  to  make  demands  in- 
cansi^ent  with  either,  the  •  petitioners  will 
not  repine  at  any  privations  they  may  en- 
dure till  the  contest  can  be  brought  to  an 
honnurable  issue ;  but  they  have  the  satis- 
iaction'to  think  thy^re  willbe  few  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  peace,  from 'the  Declaration 
of  his  majesty,  that  the  late  negoiiations 
. broke,  oil*  upon  poihts  not  immediately 
aficHcting  the  interests  of  his  Bfitanniek 
majesty,  but  those  «f  his  Imperial  ally ; 
inhumble  confidence  the  petitioners  sub- 
mit the  matter  to  the  wisdom  of  the  liouse, 
not  doubting  but  the  important  ^object  of 
the  pttitit)n  will  receive  their  candid  cen- 
sideratioti.''-*«-Ordered  to   lie    upon   the 
tablt. 

Jesuits  Bahm  Bili.]  Mr.  Whiihmul  ob- 
isrved,  that  a  Resolu^n  had  beeA  passed 
the  other  night,  upon  which  a  Bill 'was  to 
b«  frand^,  10  prevrat  the  eicportdtion  of 


Jesuits  Bark,  if  hie  had  been  m  lh# 
house  at  the  time  he  should  have  resisted 
the  passing  of  that  resolution^  He  now 
begged  \he  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  to-  inform  him  when  th# 
bill  was  likely  to  be  intiioduced ; '  at  the 
same  time  he  thought  it  right  to  e^te,  that 
he  should  most  decidedly  oppose  a  mea-^ 
sure  which  went  to  carry  into  effect  thai 
most  detestable  species  of  warfare. 
I  Thp  Chan<^tkr  qf  the  Exche(fier  sM  th^lt 
the  bill  would  most  probably  be  introduce 
ed  to-morrow. 
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FehniaTy  24^ 
African  CoMpanv's  PEtiTioS,]    Gett«- 
ral  Gascoyne  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Company  of  Mer- 
chants trading  to  Africa,  setting  forth, 
'*  That  the  Petitionere  have  laid  before  thr 
liouse,  att'  Account  of  the  money  granted 
to  them  for  the  year  1806,  e)kateine<l  and 
passed  by  the  curaitor  baron  of  the  exche> 
quer>  ^s  required  by  atl  act  of  the  23d  of 
his  late  majesty;  and  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  petitioners  to  maintain  thfe 
British  forts  and  settlements  on  the  said 
coast,  parliament  has  been  pleased,  for 
several  years  past,  t^  grant  the  sum  df 
18,000/.  for  the  support  of  the  said  esta^. 
blishments,  which  sum  has  been  investetl 
for  that  purpose  by  the  petitioners  ;  ahd 
that  the  petitioners,  being  sensible  of  thte 
great  i-egard  shewn  by  the  house  for  thle 
preservation  of  the  British  forts  and  set- 
tlements on  the  coast  pf  AfVicfe,  humbly 
solicit  that  the  house  will  take  the  premises 
into  consideration,  And  grant  to  the  ptetl- 
tioners  the  like  sirni  of  19,000/.'  lor  fhfe 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  said  forts 
and  settlements  for  the  present  yelr ;  and 
the  petitioners  beg  further  to  submit  to  tire 
house,  thttt,  during  the  continuance  6f  the 
Stave  Trade,  the  committee  were  ehabli^d 
to  prociire  competent  persons,  willing  to 
encounter  the  climate  of  Africa,  at  salaries 
greatly  inadequate  to  ttie  serVite,  by  rea- 
son of  the  commercial  advantages  which 
they  derived  from  a  constant  and  exteA- 
srve  intercourse  vfith  Vessfels  trading  in 
slaves  ;    but  this  commerce  being  hrtw 
abblished,  the  committed  apprehend  that 
their  servants,  i*elidered  incapable  of  su()- 
porting  themselves    upon   th^if  salaries 
only,  will  rio  longer  have  sufficient  in- 
ducements to  remain:  in  Africa,  unless  such 
addition  should  be.  made  thereto  as  xhiy 
be  reasonable  and  just;   and  therefore 
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pr«yittg,  thai  the  house  will  he  pleased  to 
gtvot  to  the  petittonera,  in  addition  to  the 
16>000/.  for  the  nuuntenaiice  and.  sappori 
'  of  Uie  said  forts  and  setdements  for  the 
present  year,  such  fiirther  sum  as  may 
appear  to  the  hoose  to  be  sufficient  to  en- 
able them  to  augment  the  salaries  of  their 
servants  in  Africa  as  before  mentioned/' — 
Ordered  to  lie  npon  the  table. 

King's  Mbssagb  bbspectino  an  Anmo- 
rrY  TO  THB  Family  of  tbb  latb  Lord 
Lakb.]  Lord  Casdereagh  presented  a 
Message  from  his  majeBty^  which  was  read 
by  the  Speaker^  as  fellows ;  ^ 

^  G.  R.  His  majesty  haTinff  taken  in- 
to his  royal  consideration  the  splendid 
^  achieyemmts  and  eminent  serrices  per- 
Jbrmed  by  the  late  general  viscount  Lake 
on  the  ccMitinent  of  Europe,  and  in  the 
Sast  Indies,  and*  beinff  desirous  to  confer 
aome  signal  mark  of  his  iavour  upon  his 
femiiy,  m  order  to  enable  them  to  support 
the  dignity  of  the  title  conferred  upon 
him;  and  for  this  purpose  to  give  and 
srant  to  his  eldest  son  the  present  riscount 
Lake,  and  to  the  two  next  surriving  heifB 
male  of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  to 
^  whom  the  title  of  viscount  Lake  and  baron 
Lake  of  Delhi  and  La^ary,  and  of  Ast«m 
Clinton,  .in  the  county  of  Buckingham, 
shall  descend,  an  amiuitv  of  QOOOL  per 
annum*  recommends  it  to  his  faithful  com- 
mons to  consider  of  a  proper  method  of  en- 
abling his  majesty  to  grant  the  same,  and 
of  extending,  securing,  and  settling  such 
annuity  upon  the  said  viscount  Lake,  and 
on  the  two  next  succeeding  heirs  on  whom 
the  title  of  viscount  Lake  and  baron  Lake 
;  of  Delhi  and  Laswary,  and  of  Aston  Clin- 
.  ton,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham^  shall 
'    descend,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  thought 
most  efiectual  for  the  said  viscount  Lake, 
.  and  the  two  next  miale  heirs  to  the  title/' 
—Resolved,  That  this  house  vnll,  upon 
Friday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house,  to  take  his  ma- 
jesty's said  most  gracious*  Message  into 
;  consideration. 

Sib  RaittABn  Stbachan's  Sauadbon.] 
,  Mr.  C(Ci&T^  wished  to  know  from  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  how  far 'there  vras  any 
foundation  for  the  rumours  so  painful  to  the 
public  feelitigs,  upon  ^hat  most  important 
branch  of  the  public  service,  which  were 
I  lately  in  circulation.     He  alluded  to  the 
.  rumours  of  sir  R.  Strachan  having  been 
obliged  to  quit  his  station  oil'  Rochefort, 
in  conseouence  of  being  short  of  provi- 
sions, and  the  concomitant  report  that  the 
French  squadron  had  been  enabled  to  put 


to  sea  by  the  Tetreat  of  the  blockading 
force.  Though  the  sailing  of  the  Roche- 
fort  sqnadron  would,  he  hoped,  be  the 
means  of  adding  new  glory  to  the  triumpha 
of  the  British  navy,  still  he  was  sore  thai 
everyone  who  heard  him  would  agree,  that 
if  the  bloclmde  had  been  raised  from  any 
neglect  in  supplying  the  squadron  under 
sir  John  Duckworth,  that  neglect  was  ex* 
tremely  criminal. 

The  Ckamxilor  of  ike  Exehemur  had  no 
information  of  •  the  hid  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  gent  If  the  hon.  gent  wished  for 
any  information  on  the  subject,  or  had  re- 
ceived any  that  he  conceived  it*  right  to 
authenticate,  his  object  would  be  best  an- 
swered by  rouking  a  i&otion,  of  which  he 
might  now  give  notice.  All  he  couldl 
now  say,  in  answer  to  the  argumentatrve 
statemenU  and  questions  of  the  bom  gent 
was,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  aoch 
fact  as  that  alluded  to  by  the  hon!.  gent 

Mr.  Cahrtift  said,  he  certainly  had  re- 
ceived some  information  which  had  led 
him  to  put  the  questions  he  had  addressed 
to  the  hon.  s^ent.  He  gave  notice  tha^he 
would  on  lliursday  se'nnigfat  submit  a 
'motion,  vrith  a  view  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  the  Bpprovisionment  of  sir  R.  Strachaa'a 
squadron. 

[DlSTTLtATION  FBOM  SuGAB.]  The  C^AIS- 

cfiier  qf  the  Excheqiter  rose,  in  consequence 
of  the  notice  which  he  had  given,  to  move 
^at  a  Committee  should  be  appointecl 
^  inquire  .into  the  best  mode  of  gruit- 
ing  relief  to  those  engaged  in  the  West 
India  trade;  and  in  directing  the  seri- 
ous attention  of  the  house  to  a  subject 
which  the  whole  hoose,  he  was  convince, 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  wor- 
thy of  the  earliest  inquiry,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to4ise  any  arguments  to 
press  it  upon  their  notice.  Every  gentle- 
man, he  was  persuaded,  wouki .  be  of  one 
opinion  as  to  ttie  propriety  of  obtaining  all 
the  information  that  could  be  collected 
upon  the  subject,in  order  that  this  informa- 
tion might  be  followed  up  by  the  remedy 
which  might  appear  to  be  mtet  applicable 
to  the  circumstances  of  those  immediately 
interested  in  obtaining  relief.  The  first 
idea  that  had  suggested  itself  was,  extend- 
ing the  internal  consumption  of  the  staple 
article  of  West  India  prodoce,  by  render^* 
ing  it  applicable  to  our  h<mie  Distilleries. 
The  select  committee,  which  had  already  ' 
been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cayaes 
of  the  present  embarrassments  of  the  plant- 
ers, had  not,  it  was  true,  in  their  report 
been  very  favourable  to  the  opiluoit,  that 
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much  relief  could  be  obtained  by  these 
means,  but  he  was  not  without  hope  that 
it  Would  be  found  on  farther  inquiry,  that 
a  measure  might  be  so  framed  fiis  materially 
to  contribute  to  the  object  which  he  had 
in  yiew.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  a 
Committee  should  be  again  appoinjt^,  to 
inquire  how  far  it  might  be  proper  to  pro- 
hibit IMstfUation  firom  any  other  articles 
than  sugar  and  molslssess,  and  whether 
siich  a  regulation  should  be  extended  to 
Enffland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  or  to  Eng- 
land only.  But  though  this  was  the  mt 
question  to  which  the  committee  ought  to 
direct  their  inquiries,  there  were  others  to 
which  they  might  aflenVards  point  their 
attention  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  object  He  concluded  with  moving 
«<  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  how  far,  and  under  what 
circums^ced,  ft  may  b^  practicable  and 
expedient  to  confine  the  Distilleries  of 
the  united  kingdom,  or  of  any  part  of 
the  united  kingdom,  to  -the  use  of  sugar 
and  molassess  only ;  aiid  also  what  other 
provision  can  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
•growers  of  sugar  in  the  BritiislL  West  India 
Colonies,  and  to  report  the  same,  with  their 
observation^  and  opinion  thereupon,  firom 
time  to  time,  to  the  house/'  The  Vnotion 
was  carried  unanimously,  and  a  select 
Committee  appointed. 

Committee  on  Trade  and  Navigation.] 
Mr.  Tiemey  rose  to  move  that  the  house 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  house  upon  the  Trade  and  Na- 
vigation of  the  country,  or,  if  a  select  com- 
mittee was  thought  preferable,  he  should 
have  no  objection  that  that  course  should 
be  followed.  The  object  which  he  had  in 
view  was,  that  the  house  should  have  a 
full  opportunity  of  discussing  the  Orders 
in  Council  after  tbey  were  put  into  a  shape 
and  form,  in  which  they  were  capable  6f 
being  discussed.  At  present  he  did  not 
mean  to  express  either  approbation  or 
disapprobation  of  them*  The  present  was 
one  of  the  very  few  instances,  in  which  an 
administration  had  brought  such  a  mea- 
sure before  parliament  without  producing 
any  information,  or  proposing  some  step 
by  which  information  could  be  obtained, 
calculated  to  guide  the  judgment  of  the 
legislature  upon  the  measure  on  which  it 
was  called  upon  to  decide.  In  other  in- 
stances, ministers  had  been  rather  dispos- 
ed to  challenge,  than  to  shrink  from  a 
discufuon  o^heir  acts,  but  in  the  present, 
the  pipers  had  merely  been  recommended 
in  the  king's  Speech  to  the  consideration 


of  the  house,  and  it  was  left  wholly  in  the 
dark,  both  respecting  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Orders  had  been  issued,  ai^d  the 
effects  which  were,  likely  to  result  from 
them.  The  right  hon.  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  bad  thought  it  was  sufficient  to 
bring  them  forward  in  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  where  it  was  impossible 
tq  institute  any  discussion,  either  upon 
their  principle  or  tendency,  and  where 
they  could  be  regularly  considered  only 
as  a  measure  of  finance.  In  this  committee 
it  was  impossible  to  discuss  either  their 
legality  or  their  policy,  or  the  preamble 
of  the  Dili.  la  every  meagre  like  the  pre- 
sent, it  had  been  the  constant  practice  to 
submit  the  grounds  pf  the  measure  to  a 
Committee.  In  the  American  Commer- 
cial bill  this  course  had  been  pursued,  and 
likewise  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  Restriction 
bill  a  secret  committee  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  general  state '  of  its 
afftirs,  in  short,  this  had  been  the  uniform 
practice  in  matters  of  great  magnitude  and 
importance,  connected  either  with  com- 
merce or  finance.  He  disclaimed  all 
intention  or  wish,  by  the  present  mo- 
tion, to  produce  any  unnecessary  delay; 
but,  conceiving  the  question  involved  in 
the  Orders  in  Council  to  be  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  prosperity,  and  evento 
the  existence  of  tne  country,  itwasma* 
terial,  sm*ely,  that  the  house  should  know 
what  it  was  about  before  it  decided  up- 
on them.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  it  was  compe- 
tent for  the  king's  prerogative  to  have 
issued  the  -  Orders  in  Council ;  he  would 
admit,  for  th^  sake  of  argumeht,^  that  they 
were  justifiable  as  a  measure  of  retaliation 
against  the  enemy ;  and  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  he  would  admits  though  he  cer- 
tainly was  of  a  different  opinion,  that  they 
were  not  inconsistent  with  the  common 
usage  of  nations ;  but,  what  he  wished  to 
know  was  (and  upon  this  point  there  was 
no  information  whatever  to  enable  the 
house  to  form  any  opinion)  what  was  like- 
ly to  be  their  effect  upon  the  trade  of  the 
country?  In  this  single  point  of  view,  he 
considered  the  present  as  one  of  the  meet 
stupendous  questions  that  ever  had  been, 
agitated.  It  involved  not  a  matter  of  sub- 
ordinate regulation,  not  the  prosperity  of 
one  branch  of  trade,  but  the  commerce  of 
the  whole  world,  that  commerce  on  which 
the  prosperity  and  the  very  existence  of 
£ngiand,  in  its  present  circumstances,  de- 
pended. Was  it  therefore  because  our 
present  situation  was  peculiar  f    Was  it 
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htcmae  our  afikirs  were  iira  more  critical 
coQJuncturej  than  thej  had  ever  been  in 
'Wore?  Or  waa  it  because  the  question 
was  more  interesting  and  more  important 
than  any  thai  could  be  canvassed^  tliat 
«ven  the  most  common  preaautiooa  were 
not  to  be-  adopted,  and  a  decision  passed 
with  imprecedented  precipitancy  ?  In  this 
coontry,  from  the  e^^istence  of  a  body  of 
merchants  of  liberal  education;enlightened 
TiewSy  unrivalled  probity,  and  great  expe- 
rience, the  house  of  commons  could  com* 
mand  means  of  information  npon  such  a 
subject,  of  which  no  other  government  was 
in  possession  ?  He  wished  to.  know  the  opi- 
nions of  the  merchants  upon  this  subject. 
There  were  many  persons,  it  was  true, 
belonging  to  this  respectable  .class  in  the 
housie  of  commons,  but  they  were  pre- 
itented,  probably,  by  the.  circumstance  of 
their  not  being  accustomed  to  deliveir  their 
aentiments'  in  public,  from  giving  their 
opinions.  These,  however,  they  would 
give  betoe,  a  committee.  This  infor- 
mation he  wanted,  and  to  this  informa- 
tion be  was  entitled.  The  right  hon. 
«Bnt.  had  this  very  day  moved  for  a 
iUommitteo  to  inquire  into  the  present  state 
•f  the  West  Indta  trade ;  and  not  only 
thsKt,  but  OTery  other  question,  shrunk  into 
Bothing  when  compared  with  the  pre- 
sent. Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  did  not  know 
en  what  information  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had.  proceeded  in  issuing  the  Orders  in 
Council,  but  sure  he  was  ihat  he  needed 
iafclmation.  However  well  entitled  that, 
light  hon.  gent,  was  to  the  praise  of  great 
acuteness  and. much  ability  in  many  re- 
fpiects,  yet  he  could  not  be  supposed  to  be 
^eatly  conversant  with  commercial  sub- 
jeets ;  and  the  fact  was,  that  there  was  not 
ene  individual  in  the  present  administra-. 
tion  to  whom  the  country  looked  up  in 
matters  of  trade*  It  was  but  fair,  there- 
fore, that  tlie  house  should  know  from 
what  quarter  the  mformation  came  upon 
which  they  acted.  Trade  was  a  si|bject 
-wilji  which  the  imagination  had  nothing 
to'  do,  and  on  which  all  theories  might 
'  be  IsiiiaGiotts:  here  experience  was  the 
•afe  and  only  guide.  He  called  upon 
the  house  ^  bear  in  mind,  that  they  mi^t 
aoon,  if  the'^toarse  of  proceeding  was  not 
arrested,  be^passing  a  bill,  of  the  merits  of 
'which  they  would  be  completely  igi)M>- 


mendation  containad  in  hia  najttty'a 
Speech,  withiOnt  examining  wlwther  the 
measure  in  itself  Was  ri^bt  or  wrong }  He 
did  not  now  ask  the  nght  hon.  gent,  to 
give  up  his  measure ;  let  him  only  confess 
mat  he  had  been  guilty  of  anomissieii; 
and  let  its  progress  be  suspended  till  the 
house  had  put  itself  into  a  situation  to 
judge  of  its  merits.  If,  however,  in  qute 
of  ms  suggestion,  the  right  hon.  gent.  p«r« 
sisted  in  carrying  it  through,  all  tiiat  he 
would  say  was,  that  he  admired  the  boId«- 
ness,  not  to  use  a  harsher  word,  of  dut 
right  hon.  gent.  He  must  be  sensible  that 
the  house  was  now  acting  up<m  no  better 
ground  than  blind  and  implicit  confidence 
in  his  judgment;  and  if  he  hi^ened  to 
err,  the  last  hope  of  the  countrywas  gone. 
For  if  the  measure  shoald  ^1  (he  did  not 
pretend  to  say  whether  it  would  or  not), 
but  if  it  happened  to  fail,  to  what  sources 
/lid  the  right  hon.  gent,  look,  to  supply 
the  defalcation  in  the  revenue  which  woold 
result  from  it?  The  right  hon.  gent* 
seemed  to  think,  that  it  wouki  be  1^ 
means  of  compelling  the  enemy  to  con- 
clude a  peace ;  but  this  was  simply  an  opi*^ 
nion,  and  if  it  failed  in  producing  thisefiect, 
was  he  sure  thit  it  would  not  diminish  our 
means  of  can-ymg  on  the  war ;  .and  if  it 
shouki  cripple  our  revenue,  what  would  he 
then  have  to  say  for  having  reused  h>- 
formation  to  ^at  hoose  ?  It  wnald  be  a 
poor  consolation  then,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  taken  all  the  responsibility  to 
himself;  and  that  the  blame  rested  upon 
his  shoulders.  The  right  hon.  gent,  atthree 
o'clock  last  Frida^y  morning,  had  rained 
to  accede  to  the  smallest  delay,  but  in  th^ 
course  of  the  next  twelve  hpura>  he  had 
found  it  necessary  to  recede  from  his  de- 
termination, and  be  (Mr.  T.)  wae  confi- 
dent, that  as  he  proceeded,  difficulties 
would  press  upon  him  at  every  turning. 
He  even  now  ventured^  to  pr^ict,  that  be 
would  be  obliged  to  divide  the  bill  hMo 
two  parts,  and  to  refer  both  back  to  a 
committee.  .  He  wished  for  nothing  that 
would  savour  Hke  a  triumph  ov^  the  right 
-hon.  gent. ;  on  the  contrary^  he  declared, 
upon'  his  honour,  that  he  was  actuated 
solely  by  a  Wish  to  pr(»note  the  interests 
of  the  country.  Every  person  must  con- 
fess, that  now  they  were  wholly  in  tjbe 
dark,  and  the  house  owed  it  te^  the  country 


down  a  message,  requesting  to  be  m 
<€drmed  on  what  grounds  they  had  acted  in 
)K>  doing,  what  answer  could  they  give,  but 
that  they  had  complied  ^itk  the  leeom-i 


tant^  and  if.  the  other  house  should  seMb  to  inform  themselves  respecting^  ten- 


dency of  it  proceedings.  It  owed«thii  to 
the  country  upon  many  grounds,  btttupen 
none  more  than  to  shew  that  It  iprsui  alive 
to  the  distrittses  oifthe.  ptoplo.    Only 
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fiut]r*eigUt  boors  ago  a  petitioii>  stating 
these  distresses,  had  been  presented  to  the 
lM>use^  mgned  by  50,000  people,  (p.  692.) 
Me  Vf9M  lar  Srom  ngoicing  that  peti- 
tions of  this  description  were  presented, 
but  when  petitions  such  as  that  were  pre- 
tented,  and,  as  had  bieen  justly  remarked 
by  a  right  hon.  gent,  not  now  in  his  place 
(Mr.  Canning),  couched  in  the  most  re- 
spectfaV  and  becoming  language,  they 
were  sorely  on  that  rery  account  entitled 
to  greater  consideration.  It  ought  nerer 
to^  be  out  of  the  mind  of  that  right  hon. 
geirt.  nor  out  of  the  oiind  of  the  house,  that 
there  wove  dO>OOQ  indi^duals  in  the  coun** 
try  who  were  in  want  of  bread.  .  The 
nght  hon..  gent.,  might  say,  perhaps,  that 
^ese  petitions  were  determined  on  before 
the  CHrders  in  Council  were  issued,  but 
they  surely  were  a  sufHcient  reason,  for 
paying  greater  attention  to  eyery  thing 
which  might  tead  to  give  relief  to  the< 
uaSeaten^  and  for  avoidk]^  any  thing  which 
might  have  the  effect  of  aggraTating  their 
iofKf  ings.  And  was  the  tight  hon.  gent. 
sive  that  the  present  measure  wo^td  not  in- 
crease the  number  of  these  sufierers  from 
dO^OpO,  to  SO0,O0a  War  he  fully  aware 
of  thsir  tendency  to  firoduce  a  war  with 
America;  and  had  he  iaijtipL  into  his  calcu- 
latioh  the  injury  which  would  accrue  from 
wch  an  erent  to  the  industrious  and  manu* 
fittCJturing  chosea  of  the  people  ?  Here  Mr. 
Tierift^  adverted  in  terms  of  the  highest 
praiK  iathe  aJble  pamphlet  o£  Mr*  Baring, 
and  asked  if  any  taercbaat  would  take  upon 
him  to  controvert  die  statements  and  op?- 
ni(m8  which  it  contain^ed  ?  He  called  then 
ixpon  tfaexig^  hon.  gent,  tolook  at  the  situ- 
ation of  ^OiOOO  nefl^  who  told. him  tJ^at 
they  were  in  wanJt  of  brca4  notwithstand- 
ing the  advantage  they  deri^red  from  Hving 
under  the  most  indulgent  mostersf-  who 
were  smarting^  under  the  pressure  of  every 
kind'of  dif&B^y^aiHi  nkaot  he  did  tkat, 
t»  sa}t,.iRhfiiher  he  would  persist  in  re- 
fusing ta  refer  to  a  ooaBiittee  a  measore 
by  which  it  was  at  LsaKt  possible,  if  not 
probable,  thait  Ata  diiftcukly  might  be 
^Beotly  enhanee^.^  Was  not  tbia  saoh  an 
ecKtendve^ufifikimtcif  tead^  aa  to^  require 
the  ivost  exteBsttreinosestiigationf  Ta  this 
qiMjilliaA  he  begged  that  n  wosld  say  aye 
er.no.  H  he  was  o£  qpniion  that  it  wcidd 
.he  btMec  tik  diacusa  it  iei  aisele<ator  serwet 
committee,  he  (Mr.  T.)  should  have  no 
elneetidn.  to  either;  b^  d»  net  let  him 
kM  out  the  houae  of  eooRnoto  'to  th^ 
«onQlvy  aft^tarehiss.^  indifelenit;  abeat 
e.sab)KjCfc«imN?teilwi^k'ite.  ami  impor* 


tant  interests.  To  this  proceeding  Mr.  T. 
shewed  there  could  be  no  objection,  whe* 
ther  he  considered  it  as  a  question  of  ge- 
neral policy  or  merely  as  a  question  of  re- 
venue. But  as  it  was,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  fii'st  issued  the  Orders,  then  he  had 
advised  the  prorogation  of  parliament, 
lest  it  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  cognizance  of  them  too  soon,  and 
afterwards,  when  it  did  meet,  he  would  not 
give  tlie  house  of  commons  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  them.  This  was  the  course 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  pursued, 
and  instead  of  bkming,  he  ought  te  thank 
him  (Mr.  T.)  ft>r  endeavt>uring  to  turn  him 
from  it.  -  He  assured  the  right  hon.  gent,  * 
that  it  was  idle  to  attempt  to  run  a  race  of 
privation  with  the  French;  in  the  first 
place,  because  they  >^'ere  better  accustom- 
ed to  privations  than  we  were,  and  'in  the 
next  place,  because  he  Jinew  no  class  who 
were  more  susceptible  to  any  species  of 
hardship  than  the  merchants^  wii9  would 
be  first  affected  by  this  measure;  He  dnjl 
not  mean  to  say  that  they  were  at  all  de- 
lieient  in  loyalty,  or  that  they  wer^  back- 
ward in  contributing  their  full  share  to  the 
wants  of  the  country.  But  in  order  to 
make  these  contributions,  they  must  have 
profits,  and  without  profits  it  would  be 
vain  to  make  an  appeal  iso  their  patriot- 
ism.' The  right  hon.  gent,  did  not  con- 
tend that  the  measure  was  cdciilated  td 
mend  the  present  state  of  our  commerce! 
[Here  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
seemed  to  dissent.}  We H,  said  Mr.  T.  s<J 
I  understood  him;  but  if  he  really  thinks 
that  it  will  improve  our  trade,  why  is  he 
unwilling  that  evidence  of  this  should  b^ 
given  before  a  committee?  Does  he  pre-i 
tend  to  "  do  good  by  stealth,,  and  blusn  to 
find  it  fame?"-^But  all  that  he  under- 
stood him  to  expect  was,  that  it  would 
open  a  profitable  career  of  smuggling,  and 
he  should  be  giad  that  his  expectations 
were  eve«r«>  far  well  founded.  In  shorty 
he  cowfesseil  himself  totally  at  a  loss  eveni 
to  divine^  the  motives  of  the  right  hon; 
gent,  for  his  present  mode  of  proceeding  j 
but,  whatever  this  might  be,  which  he  had 
nei»ea»»of'knewfng,  he  conjured  the  house 
beiow  granting  its  sanction  to  a  measure 
of  sueh  magnitude,  to  availitsetf  of  the  iur 
IbnoatioA  which  it  had  the  means  of  obtain- 
!«^,  andwhioh  was  essential  to  regulate  it* 
jtidgieent  rnstead  of  putting^  every  thing  to 
iKoawdbr^  hasty  and  precipitate  decision. 
Hb  ealled  upon  the  right  hon.  gent,  iri  par- 
ti^lae,  who  was  prevented  by  scruplesv 
wtd«h  he*  was- most*  ready  to  admit  wera 
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•iiicere  and  conscientious,  from  conciliat- 
ing ihe  people  of  Ireland  by  a  liberal  and 
generous  system  of  policy,  at  least  not  to 
eopreaae  their  present  irritation  by  a  mea- 
sure which  might  seriously  affect  their 
trade.  He  concluded  with  moTing» ''  That 
the  house  do  resoWe  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  hodte,  on  to-morrow  se'nnight, 
to  consider  of  Trade  and  Navigation/' 

The  Ckancdhr  rf  the  Exchequer  said,  if 
the  objections  so  repeatedly  made  to  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  only  to  prove  vex- 
atious to  liimself,  he  should  not  much  re- 
gard them.    With  respect  to  these  Orders 
ttkey  were  expressly  laid  before  the  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  some  practical  measure 
bein^  adopted  upon  them.    He  had  been 
of  opinion  that  this  measure  should  be  the 
imposing  of  certain  Dnti^,  and  he  had 
accordingly  moved,  that  they*be  taken 
into  consideration  jn  a  committee  of  ways 
apd  means.     The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
said,  it  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  if  a 
fisdr  opportunity  was  eiven  for  discussing 
the  measure.  .  Now,  he  would  venture  to 
aay,  that  no  man  could  have  witnessed  the 
proceedings  in  that  house  without  acknow- 
ledging that  such  opportunity  had  been 
affcMraed  in  the  most  ample  manner.   How 
far  these  Orders  in  Council  vi^re  agreeable 
to  law ;  how  fat  they  were  consistent  with 
policy,  not  Qnly  had  been  open  to  discus- 
sion, but  had  actually  been  repeatedly 
4i]scussed.     On  the  first  day,  when  he 
inpved  to  have  them  referred  to  a  com- 
n^ttee  of  ways  and  means,  both  these 
points  had  been  argued.     It  was  there 
<)pen  to  any  member  of  that  committee  to 
move  any  measure  he  chose  upon'them* 
and  to   endeavour,    in  any  manner  he 
thought  proper,  to  prevail  on  the  com- 
mittee to  adopt  his  view  of  the  case.   Sup- 
>  posing  the  committee  to  have  been  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  so 
impolitic  that  they  ought  not  to  bev  acted 
i>n,  could  there  be  a  doubt  that  they  might 
have  refused  to  sanction  them,  and  might 
lave  ordered  such  information  as  they 
deemed  necessary  to  support  the  opinion 
they  had  formed?    But  the  right  hon. 
gent,  said,  that  ministers  haid  acted  with  un- 
becoming boldness  in  taking  this  measure, 
intirely  on  their  own  responsibility.    He 
denied  th^y  had  done  so.     He  preferred  to 
the  house  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  not 
submitted  arguments  to  the  house  to  shew 
that  the  mes^re  was  justifiable  in  law,  and 
consistent  with  sound  policy,    llie  right 
hon.  gent,  h^isaid,  when  petitions  with 
SP  or  40,000  nannes  adhibited  to  them. 


were  lying  on  the  table  of  the  hooie  pray- 
ing for  peace,  was  it  becoming  to  shew  an 
indifference  to  peace,  or  to  a  subject  so 
materially  calculated  as  the  present  must 
be  to  afiect  the  ntuation  of  the  persons  so 
applying  ?  The  rif^ht  hon.  gent,  however, 
at  the  very  same  time  had  anticipated  the 
answer  to  his  own  <^uestion,  by  supposing 
^at  he  (Mr.  P.)  might  say,  that  though 
these  petitions  had  not  been  presented  till 
after  tne  passing  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
they  had  been  prepared  long  before.  This 
was  his  answer,  and  he  thought  it  sufficient 
to  prove  that  the  Orders  in  Council  conld 
in  no  respect  have  contributed  to   the 
§[rievances  complained  of  in  these  peti* 
tions.     When,  therefore,  the  right  non, 
gent  stated,  tJiat  the  government  of  this 
country  was  running  a  race  of  privations 
with  our  enemy,  he  could  not  sufficiently 
express  his  admiration  and  astonishment. 
The  privations  which  the  people  of  this 
country  suffered,  arose  from  the  measures 
of  the  enemy.  Tlie  measures  since  adopted 
by  this  government  were  not  resorted  to 
for  the  pvirpose  of  running  a  race  of  pri- 
vations witn  the  epemy,  but  to  make  him 
abandon  the  measures  he  had  adopted, 
and  to  cause  him  to  feel  what  must  other- 
wise have  been  alone  felt  by  this  country. 
He,  the  right  hon.  gent,  declared,  if  he 
thought  the  course  pointed  out  better  than 
the  one  which  the  house  already  had,  and 
must  still  have,  in  the  course  of  the  dif- 
ferent stages  of  the  bill  to  nursue,  he. 
would  not  be  withheld,  by  any  idea  of  falsn 
dignity,  from  agreeing  to  it.    As  he  had 
stated^  however,  the  house  had  already 
had  foil  opportunities  of  arauing  the  ques* 
tion,  and  three  more  would  occur  in  the 
course  of  the  bill  now  before  the  house  : 
so,  unless  there  was  some^ing  in  the  ob- 
jection aa  to  the  want  of  form,  which  could 
not  be  got  over,  he  wfs  of  opinion  the 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  unne- 
cessary.   As  to  the  point  of  form,  he  was 
thoroughly  convinced  there  was  nothing 
peculiar  m   a  committee  of  vrays  and 
means,  which  precluded  gentlemen  firom 
there  discussing  the  merits  of  the  measure, 
and  as  to  the  ooservation  addressed  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ireland, 
he  could  only  say,  that  he  did  not  esteem 
that  the  proper  course  of  proceeding,  and 
should  not  recommend  it  to  his  right  hon. 
friend. 

Dr.  Larnmee  said  he  should  be  happyif 
by  the  discussion  of  ihe  present  qnestioa 
one  day  of  reflection  could  be^gained  to 
the  bouse  to  consider  ot  the  ruinous  mea>- 
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•ore  they  were  about  to  adopt.  Form,  he 
was  of  opinion,  shonld  at  all  tiiftes  be  re- 
garded ;  it  was  often  the  only  barrier  to 
opp'ose  to  rashness  and  overT\'eening  con- 
TOlence.  Was  not  the  present  a  kneaswre 
which  went  to  overturn  every  part  of  the 
Navigation  Acts  ?  It  was  at  the  same 
time  so  much  of  an  experiment  that  the 
right  hOi|.  gent,  himself  could  not, even 
give  a  name  to  the  amount  of  the  duties 
which  it  might  be  supposed  to  produce. 
If  he  could  not  tell  us  this,  it  was  impossi- 
ble he  could  tell  us  what  the  effects  of  the 
measure  would  be  in  other  respects :  and 
were  we  not,  before  we  allowed  every 
thing  to  be  put  upon  the  cast  of  a  die,  to 
inquire  if  it  was  likely  to  answer  any  good 
purpose  ?  Something  had  been  said  as  to 
the  Petitions  for  Peace,  now  lying  on  the 
table.  He  was  one  of  those*  who  never 
^odld  recommend  such  petitions,  being 
satisfied  that  they  had  a  tendency  rather 
to  put  to  a  greater  distance  the  object  they 
had  in  vie\{r.  But  was  it  not  of  consequence 
that  we  should  hesitate  when  such  petitions 
were  before  us,  and  not  run  headlong  into 
an  act  calculated  to  lead  us  into  a  new 
war,  and  that,  too,  with  almost  the  only 
power  with  whom  we  were  now  at  peace  ? 
Mr.  Adatfi  could  not  agree  with  the 
risht  hon.  gent,  opposite  (the  chancellor 
01  the  exchequer),  either  in* the  answer  he 
had  given  to  the  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  or  in  the  advice  he  had  given  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ire- 
land. He  thought  the  house  had  com- 
mitted an  error  which  it  should  correct ; 
and  that  it  would  commit  another  error  if 
it  followed  the  advice  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  as  to  Ireland.  The  Grand  Com- 
mittees belonging  to  this  house  were  in- 
troduced in  the  best  daysf  of  our  parlia- 
ment. To  involve  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, or  the  means  of  ma:king  good  the 
Supply  to  hismz^esty,  with  the  Committee 
of' Trade  and  Navigation,  was  to  root  up 
and  destroy  one  of  the  most  salutary  privi- 
leges of  that  house.  When  any  measure 
was- to  be  brought  before  the  house,  they 
knew  its  different  stages  fhr  discussing  the 
principle  and  detail.  But  when  Grand 
Committees  were  established  ,onc  additional 
stage  was  granted,  attended  with  this  ad- 
vantage, that  members  were  not  limited  as 
to  the  number  of  times  they  might  speak 
on  Xhe  principle  of  the  measure  in  one 
sitting.  The  question  was;  had  thid  been 
done  in  the  present  instance  in  the  proper 
committee  ^  It  was  said,  it  had  been  dis- 
cussed   m  file  coamittee  of  ways  md 


means.     If  so,  he  contended, 
the  proper  place.    To  discuss  i] 
with  propriety  three  different 
sented  themselves — ^finance,  lej 
policy.     How  was  it  possible  th 
last  of  these  could  be  at  all  coi 
a  committee  of  ways  and  me: 
nothing  but  finance  was  cogniza 
should  state  a  fact,  which,  in  h 
was  decisive  of  the  question, 
1731  it  was  found  necessary  to 
duty  on  Irish  linen  from  the  func 
it  then  stood  to  the  aggregate 
was   impossible    that   any    thr 
have  a  greater  relation  to  fina 
this,  yeti  by  the  advice  of  a 
who  then  sat  at  the  table  of 
than  whom  none  was  ever  mor< 
tent  to  point  out  the  proper  mod 
ceeding,  it  was  resolved  that    " 
should  in  the  first  instance  go  int< 
mittee  of  Trade,  to  which  it  Was 
considered  that  every  thing 
trade,  though  it  might  latterly 
subjept  for  nifSincial'  regulation,  \ 
belonged.    He  should  suppose  a  < 
his  majesty  might  be  advised  to 
alteration  in  our  courts  of  justice 
connect  with  such  alteration  a  qu 
revenue.     He  would  ask,  would 
lowed,  would  it  be  borne,  that  s 
posed  alteration  should  be  taken  i 
sideration  in  a  committee  of  w 
means  ?     He  felt  himself  called  oi 
if  the.  house  laid  it  down  that  the 
in  question  had  been  properly  ta 
consideration  in  the  committee  < 
and  means,  and  that  a  similar  i 
proceeding  ouffht  to  be  adopted  ta 
land,  it  would  lay  down  a  principl 
would  equally  apply  to  the.  Gran 
mittees  or  Justice,  j^ligion,  &c. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  the  hon.- and 
stent,  had  confounded  the  Gran< 
mittees  with  the  *Standing  Order 
house.  When  therfe  was  any  mat< 
novation  made,  then  it  was  pro] 
the  measure  should  go  through 
mittee  of  the  whole  nouse.  Hei 
was  no  innovation:  it  was  onlj 
exercise  of  the  king's  prerogative, 
not  say  that  the  exercise  of  such  i 
tivfe  was  not  to  be  inquired  into 
liament ;  but  here  opportunities  < 
so  had  been  afforded. 

Mr.  Poruanby  said  the  practice 
house  had  been,  that  questions  of 
tion,  trade,  justice,  religion,  &c 
be  considered  by  comtnittees  of  tl 
house.    The  right  ton.  g^t  w 
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business  had  been  conducted  directly  in 
the  face  of  the  regular  proceedings  of  the 
house.  It  was  impossible,  in  a  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  these  Orders  in  Council,  or  to  judg^  i» 
that  place,  whether  his  majesty  had  been 
properly  advised  in  the  exercise  of  his 
prerogative.  The  justice  or  ^propriety  of 
the  measure  could  never,  there«  be  decided 
on  with  eilect.  In  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  nothing  could  be  examined 
into  which  «was  not'  referable  to  duties. 
What  his  right  hon.  friend  had  said  was  perr 
fectly  apparent,  thai  this  was  a  question 
of  the  greatest  importance,  infinitely  more 
so  than  that  of  a  treaty  of  navigation  and 
commerce.  In  the  present  iheasure  all  the 
world  was  interested ;.  yet  here  we  had 
neglected  what  we  had  done  in  cases  of 
much  less  importance. 

Mr.  Tiemey,  in  reply,  did  not  deny  thalt 
the  house  had  had  opportunities  of  discuss^ 
ing  the  question  as  to  the  merits  of  tb^se 
Orders  in  Council ;  what  he  complained 
of  was,  that  they  Itad  never  been  allow^ 
an  opportunity  of  deciding  on  them.  In 
a  committee  of  ways  and  means  they  could 
have  no  means  ot'^  deciding  on  any  ques^ 
tion.  They  could  not  command  any 
materials  for  that  purpose,  nor  could  they 
eifectuaH  V  touch  on  any  thing  unconnect- 
ed with  unance,  unless  they  had  received 
special  instructions  to  that  eficct.'  It  had 
been  said  j  that,  there  was  nothing  in  this 
measure  contrary  to  the  navigation  laws. 
He  would  ask,  was  it  nothing  contrary  to 
the  navigation  acts  to  force  a  vessel  out  of 
her  tract  to  this,  country,  and  then  to  tell 
her  ^'ou  may  proceed  to  the  place  of  your 
destmation,  but  you  must  leave  the  most 
valuable  pai*t  of  your  cargo  behind  you  ? 
This  he  cofisidered.  to  be  not. only  a  no« 
Velty,  but  also  to  be  a  novelty  which. was 
periiectly  disgraceful  to  this  country.  He 
still  mamtained,  that  merely  because  the 
measure  related  to  trade  it  must  originate 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  not 
i|i  a  committee  of  ways  and  means.  If  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  where  no 
in  structions  had  been  given,  woiild  enable 
all  proper  steps  to  betaken  for  deciding 
on  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  measure, 
as'  well  as  on  its  financial  merits,  then  he 
was  wrong  ;.  if  it  could  not,  then  he  w^s 
right.  He  recollected  a  bill  having  beea 
introduced  by  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot- 
land, during  the  lest  parliament)  foi^  alter- 
ing the  practiced  to  Temds  if^  Scotland, 
in  which  the  Speaker  interfered,  and  put 
the  leaned  lord  .to  rights  4ts  to  the  form  ^ 


last  had  supposed  that  the  present  measure 
stood  in  a  dilFerent  situation  in  consequence 
of  its  flowing  from  the  king's  prerogative. 
He  Would  ask,  could  any  exercise  of  the 
*  king's  prerogative  be  figured  in  which 
that  house  not  only  was  not  intitled,  but 
even  in  which  it  was  not  absolutely  bound 
to  interfere,  in  order  to  see  that  his  ma- 
jesty had  been  well  and  properly  advised  ? 
Here  his  majesty  had  expressly  referred 
the  Orders  in  Council  to  the  house.  His 
majesty  had  not  desired,  or  even  suggested 
to  thQ  boose,  what  sort  of  measures  it  was 
his  wish  should  be  ad<ipted,  but  had  sim- 
ply referred  them  to  the  consideration  of 
parliainent.  .  In  that  situation  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  house  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  business  in  the  most 
regular  and  parliamentary  manner.  lie 
should  state  a  case  from  the  Journals, 
arising  out 'of  one  of  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable and  undoubted  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  which  he  believed  did  exists 
and  which  he  presumed  to  think  was  not 
by  any  means  so  important  in  its  nature 
as  the  present — ^namely,  the  making  of  a 
treaty,  which  suiEciently  pointed  out 
the  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  cases.- 
In  his^  msgesty's  Speech  in. the  year  1787, 
he  found  a  passage  stating,  that  his  ma- 
jesty had  concluded  a^  treaty  of  Naviga- 
tion and  commerce  .with  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty,  and  that  he  recommend- 
ed to  parliament  to  udopt  the  best  means 
of  carrying  it  into  eifectl  How  did  par- 
liament act  in  consequence  of  this  refer- 
ence ?  Bid  they  carry  it  into  ellfect,  as 
'  ministers  bad  nott^  doite  ?  Did  they  pro- 
ceed to  bring  in  a  bill  directly  ?.  Or  did 
they  refei*  the  treaty  to  a  committee  of 
ways  and  means  ?  They  did  neither.  They 
proceeded  in  the  way  that  was  proper  and 
^established.  They  resolved  that  the  house 
should',  on  a  given  day,  iresolve  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  to  consider  so 
much  <3f  his  majesty's  ^>eech  as  related  to 
navigation  and  commerce ;  and  they  refer- 
red to  that  committee  to  see,  rf  the  king 
had  been  properly  advised  in  the  exercise 
of  his  prerogative  in  concluding  that 
Treaty.  On  the  2 1st  of  Feb.  following, 
the  committee  of  the  whole  house  ap- 
proved of  the  exercise  of  the  royal  prero- 
gative, and  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare an  address,  notifying  tp  his  majesty 
their  approbation  of  the  exercise  of  his 
prerogative.  They  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  ways  and  means,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enacting  resolutions  of  finance. 
/There  was. i^o  c^ubt,  bpwever,  that  the 
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it  being  requisite  that  snch  bill/  as  afiect- 
ifig  religion  and  alao  justice^  should  ori'gi* 
Rate  in  a  cobimittee  of  the  whole  house. 
He  conceived  the  present  bill  to  stand  in 
a  similar  situation,  and  he  begged  to  have 
the  opinion  of  the  Speaker  on  this  point* 

The  Speaker  thou|?ht  that  the  rules  of 
the.  house  were  sufficiently  clear  on  the 
subject,  and  that  it  was  only  the^  applica- 
tion of  them  that  could  be  dubiou8.  With 
respect  to  Grand  Committees,  near  a  160 
years  had  elapsed  since  any  report  had 
been  made  by  one.  The  standing  order 
of  1770  vrss  the  rule  by  which  the  house 
was  now  governed  ;  that  order  said,  that 
all  matters  of  trade  should  originate  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house.  It  was 
true,  bowever>  on  the  other  hand,  that  un- 
til these  very  few  years  the  /committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  not  been  so  separately 
employed  on  wa3rs  and  means  alone  as  to 
^xchide  from  their  discussions  every  other 
subject.  Now,  certainly  the  practice  of 
the  house  was,  that  not  any  thing  should 
come  before  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  but  what  related  to  the  duties  to  be 
granted  to  his  majesty.  In  that  commi ttee, 
however,  it  was  perfectly  competent  to 
any  member  to  use  a11  the  arguments  and 
jiioucements,  direct  and  collateral,  which 
weea  calculated  to  produce  assent  to  of 
dissent  from  the  question  agitated.  Un- . 
doubtedly,  evidence,  could  not  be  exa- 
mined in  that  committee  ;  but  should  evi- 
deoce  be  deemed  indispensible,  the  chair- 
man might  report  progress;  and  the  house, 
if  they  thought  fit,  might  go  into  a  larger 
scope  of  enquiry. 

,•  Mri  A.  Baring  conceived  the  regulations 
in-the  bill  to  be  a  complete  innovation  of 
the  navigation  laws.  It  was  a  bill  not  of 
finance,  ior^  the  right  hon.  gent,  could  not 
name  the  amount  of  the  duties  to  be  expect- 
ed from  It ;  but  it  was  a  bill  of  regulation 
and  prohibition,  which  never  could  origi- 
nate in  a  committed  of  ways  and  means. 
It  was  a  finanf^al  measure  in  appearance 
only ;  in  reality  it  v^as  a  measure  pf  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  that,  too',  pf  the  very 
greatest  importance.  He  had  only  got 
the  bill  to*  day,  and  hoped  it  would  not 
be  pressed  forward  •  Ibis  night ;  but  that 
a  cpmmittee  of  traje  wpuld  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  it. 

■  Earl  Tenipk  wished  to  know,  whether 
.  the  duties  imposed  by  the  bill  could,  if  the 
bill  were  passed,  be  petitioned  against  by 
the  persons  interested,  during  the  present 
year  ?  The  answer  would  show  what  was 
thk  cbiu>9cter  of  the  bill.    ^     .  - 


The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  bill  came 
before  him  only  as  a  revenue  bill,  and 
consequently  that  the  duties  could  not  be 
so  petitioned  against.  The  house  then 
divided: —      '  ' 

F6r  Mr.  Ticrney's  motion  ......  55 

Against  it US 

Majority ^3, 

[Orders  in  Council  Bill.]  The  house 
resolvW  itself  into  a  committee  on  the 
Orders  in  Council  Bill.  *  On  the  fiAt  clause 
of  the  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Tieme^  took  an  opportunity  of  cen- 
suring the  incongruity  between  the  bill 
and  the  American  Treaty  bill,  that  had 
been  recently  passed,  which  he  contended 
were  ia  direct  contradiction  to  each  other. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer  replied, 
that  there  was  no  inconsistency  in  the  bills 
to  which  the  rt.  hon.  gent.had  alluded.  The 
American  Treatybill  went  merely  to  con- 
tinue the-  provisions  of  an  act  that  was 
shortly  to  expire,, and  as  that  was  a  plea- 
sure to  which  America  was  no  party,  and 
cpntaiped  a  clause  ibr  its  amendment  or 
repeal  in  the  present,  session,  any  altera- 
tion which  the  -legislature  might  think  fit 
to  make  in  it  could  not  be  a  violation  of 
any  engagement  with  America.  The  bill 
then  before  the  bouse  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  repealip^  only  one  or  two  clauses 
,  of  that  bill,  wlnl^  the  remaining  clauses 
it  contained  would  still  continue  in  force.— ^ 
After  some  iurttker  conversation  the  clause 
waa  agreed  to.  V 

On  the  claiisie  enacting  certaiiuduties  on 
Cotton  Wool, or  Yam,  and  Jesuits  bark, 
being  read,     . 

.  Mr.  Wfut^ad-  rose  to  move,  that  the 
words  '  Jesuits  Bark'  be  omitted.  He  did 
not  think  it  very  necessary  to  examine 
minutely  the  details  of  the  bill,  believing 
that  it  could  never  be  executed,  as  a  war 
with  America  would  probably  be  the  conse- 
quence. '  But  he  wished  to  mark  his  most 
decided  disapprobation  of  the  principle  of 
the  prohibition,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the 
bark*  =  In  the  first  place,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  was  deceived  in  supposing  that  there 
was  such  a  ^vant  of  bark  on  the  continent. 
He  had  said,  that  bark  had  risen  in  France 
from  10  to  70*.  the  pound; — ibut  that 
which  bore  the  higher  price  was  not  the 
common  bark,  but  the  red  bark,  which  was 
always  dearer.  There  was  no  reason 
whatever  to  stippose  that  the  pressure 
from  want  of  common  bark  would  be  such 
as  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  enemy  to , 
apply  for  peace.  The  continent,  accord- 
ing to  the-  intelligence  which  he  h«tfi  re- 
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ceiy^d^was  well  si^plied  with  bark»  md 
wljth  sugar  fur  two  yeart^  consiuBptioa^  w 
that  it  nfust  be  a  long  time  before  the 
right  hon.  gent's  scheme  could  operate. 
Sugar  was  cheaper  there  than  it  had  been 
this  time  ^12  months.  Upon  the  view 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  of  the  sub- 
ject, therefore,  his  measure  was  the  most 
childish  and  nugatory  that  could  be  con- 
ceived. In  another  view,  however*  it  was 
most  detestable,  for  it  was  a  war  with  the 
helplessj,  the  sick,  and  the  hospitals, — one 
at  which  the  feelings  of  all  mankind  would 
revolt.  It  was  reviving  the'  savage  prac- 
tices of  remote  antiquity,  and  substituting 
them  for  that  modern  civilisation  which 
rendered  even  war  itself  less  horrible< 
Bark  gre%v  in  our  enemy's  colonies*  and 
though  the  right  hon.  gent,  should  send 

'  tens  of  thousands  of  poor  sick  persons  to 
their  graves,  yet  the  enemy  would  have 
the  means  of  a  severe  retaliation,  for  they 
plight  say>  that  we  should  have  no  bark 
^om  their  colonies.  But,  did  the  right 
ibn.  gent,  know  so  little  of  the  science  of 
medicine,  as  not  to  have  heard,  that  there 
were  many  substitutes  for  bark?  There 
were  many  instances  ia history  to  illustrate 
the  bad  enects  of  an  atrocious  and  malici- 
ous hostility  of  this  kind,  and  the  good 

*  effects  of  generosity.  It  was  not  very 
long  since  afi^  application  was  made  for^ 
bark  by  France  to  this  country ;  and  the 
answer  was*  tha(they  might  have  as  much 
as  they  could  carry  away.  But  this  turn- 
ed out  to  be  a  mere  pnvate  speculation  ; 
for  sp  little  yffis  it  wanted*  that  the  French 
government  prohibited  its  entrance.  He 
sincerely  hoped  that  this  part  of  the  bill 
would  be  given  up.  If  yo^  prevented  the 
removal  of  disease,  you  must,  on  the  same 
principle,  wish  its  increase  {  and  this  prin- 
ciple would  lead  to  the  promotion  of  pes- 
tilence, poison,  and  assassination.  If  it 
once  became  the  policy  of  this  country 
to  starve  the  continent,  die  evil,  might  be. 
yisit^d  on  ourselves.  The  ports  of  the 
Baltip  were  shut ;  and  we  were  provoking 
^  war  with  America,  while  we  might  be  in 

'  want  of  corn.  If  v^e  pressed  this,  they 
might  say  that  we  mighl  starve ;  and  reap 
in  that  fatal  vengeance  the  fiuits  of  our 
own 'detestable  policy. 

The  Chancellor  ^  the  Ej^chfiqn^  observ-^ 
ed*»that  the  arguments  of  the  hon,  gent, 
applied  to  the  provisions  of  another  bill 
>vhich  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  in,  not 
tp  the  clause  under  consideration!  which 
went  only  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  expor- 
tation of  Jesuits  B^M^    S^l.tjit  stiatitffient 


oltbehon.gentM«ted4tseir.  IfFtanc^ 
had  the  Buppl)r  he  asserted,  France  could 
suffer  no  practiid  inconveatence  from  the 
measure.  The  informatien  upen  which  h€ 
acted^  however*  represented  Frmnce  a» 
much  in  want  ef  baric,  and  that  there  were 
many  orders  received  in  London  fer  the 
supply  ef  that  article  to  the  continent. 
Afi  to  the  policy  ef  the  prohibitien^  he 
should  state  that  his  object  was,  that  m  the 
exportation  would  be  permitted  by  ltceaee» 
under  certain  circumstances,  France  sbould 
not  be  fallowed  to  receive  that  nrticie^ 
without  taking,  ai  the  same  time*  other 
articles  from  this  country^  The  efiect  ex«- 
pected,  was  to  break  down  .that  barrier 
which  France  hod  raised  against  the  com* 
merce  of  this  country.  There  wonki  be 
no  difficulty  felt  in  obtaining  any  iiuanti- 
ty  of  this  article,  the  moment  the  «»e0i3r 
took  off  his  prohibition  from  the  importa"* 
tion  of  other  articles ;  the  inconvenience, 
therefore,  which  might  be  ^elt,  was  not  ta 
be  imputed  to  this  country  :  what  difier-* 
ence,  he  would  ask  the  hon.  memben  was 
there  between  this  article  and  articlea  of 
necessary  sustenance } 

Mr.  Ltukwgton  stated  the  price  ef  bark 
at  Amsterdam,  at  different  periods  since 
Nov.  in  order  to  skew,  that  the  pHce 
would  not  be  enhanced  by  this  measure, 
the  price  in  Nov.  having  been  10*.  pe^ 
pound,  and  at  the  latest  account,  25 «.  for 
the  very  best  quality.  • 

Mr.  Herbert  said  a  few  words  against 
the  clause:  he  saw  no  insuperable  ob- 
stacle to  the  restoration  of  peace,  but  the* 
obstinacy  of  ministers. 

Mr.  Secretary  CsRTin^ justified  titeprin* 
ciple  of  the  clause,  Jbecause,  though  inno- 
cent persoijs  might  sufier  by  it^'operation, 
there  was  no  mode  of  warfare  in  which  that . 
was  not  the  case.  If  the  hon.  gent,  could 
devise  any  mode  of  carrying  on  war,  by> 
which  the  tnjuries  would  be  made  to  fall 
not  on  the  innocent  but  on  the  guiky,  they» 
would  bestow  a  benefit  on  mankind.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  distingnish  the.  privation 
tinder  this  measure,  froi^  the  priTaiion  of 
necessary  support  from  the  civil  iiihabitanti 
of  a  besieged  town.  We  were  justified  in 
retorting  his  measures  upim  the  eneinj^^ 
and  on  thk  groend  we  should  be  jnBtiifie4 
in  the  complete  prohibition  of  the  expor* 
tation  of  bark.  The  measure  was  not  in- 
tended te  promote  l^ie  greatest  fiiosBible 
degree  of  aiiitctien  aoMki^stenr  enenies ; 
God  forbid !  the  object  was  to  endeavoev 
toA)ring  the  system  acted  epon  by  the 
enemy  to  an  eiid.    Tlie  afc»tenftent  ef  t^ 
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lion*  gent  that  France  had  sufficient  bark 
for  two  years  coDittinption,  dq>reciated 
the  vfboie  of  the  other  part  i»f  his  argament 
Eren  on  the  shewing  of  the.  hon.  gent.. 
(Mr»<  liUihsagtoa)  opposite,  the  price 
of  btfrk  had  risen  coasicferabiy  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  statement  respecting  tbe 
plentifhl  ftapply  of  sogar  en  the  continent 
was  so  improbable  inatseif,  that  it  conld 
not  be  aredked  without  the  stronger  eri* 
dence.  A  war  of  this  land  was  detestable^ 
he  admitted,  bat  uirfnrtniiately  it  Was  the 
only  means  left  (or  procurwg  a  solid  peace. 
The  gutit  rested  with  the  enemy. 
•  Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  if  the  com- 
mittee agreed  to  the  proposition  of  en- 
deavoariDg  to  prerent  bark  from  reach- 
ing the  continent.  Instead  of  throwing 
t^e  edinm  of  a  want  of  humanity  on 
the  character  of  Buonaparte,  we  might 
most  probably  find  that  there  would 
he  too  JQSt  ground  ibr  foimding:  a  re- 
flection on  ve»  dfia-acter  of  our  oWn 
country.  The  emissaries'  of  Buonaparte 
mighty  to  the  hospitals,  and  say,  <  here 
is  an  &iglish  act  of  parliament;  you  see 
what  it  is  that  prevents  you  from  obtaining 
a  remedy  for  your  complaints.'  He  put 
it  to  the  honourable  feelings  of  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side,  whether  the  enemy 
would  not  at  least  have  an  opening  here 
against  U5  ?  [Here  some  significant  gestures 
were  inade  use  of  by  some  of  the  gentle- 
men cm  the  treasury  bench.]  He  wasiiot 
surprised  that  the  editor  of  a  celebrated 
M»iifesto,  or  that  the  bombarders  of  Co- 
penhagen, should  express  som^  disappTo- 
eation  at  the  menti<m  of  this  circumstance. 
For  his  own  part,  he  ■  recollected  when  it 
was  generally  supposed,  and  by  eon^e,  he 
believed,  it  was^  hoped  for,  that  the  Fwnch 
army  were  likely  te  be  destroyed  by  a 
dysentery  ;  aofid  if  he,  who  was  rather  fe- 
v^urable  to  the  old  motality,  were  to  be 
asked  what  he  would  do,  if  in  such  a  case 
he  was  in  possession  of  such  medicine  as 
would  be  likely  to  relieve  them,  he  would 
answer,  •  he  would  give  it  to  them ;  he 
would  do  90  not  only  fVom  motives  6f  huma- 
nity, but  he  was  also  convinced  it  would 
be  be««ficial,  in  a  political  point  of  view. 
Seme  gentlemen  te^k  up  and  laid  down 
thedloafeof^mciraUty  so  frequently,  chang- 
in^^  ft  united  their  ptirpose,  that  he  coukl 
not  say  what  might  he  their  opinion  at  the 
present  moment.  But  he  would  say;  that 
in  a  book  which  a  right  hon.  gent,  last 
week  despised,  it  was  related,  that  at  the 
siege  of  Jemsalemy  the  famished  inhabi- 
tants were  pefmitted  to  come  o«t»    In 


iHOre  modem  times,  we  might  recollect  a 
circumstance  which  was  more  immediately 
applicable.  The  French  convention  de- 
creed, that  no  quarter  should  be  given  ; 
did  the  English  government  retaliate  by 
the  passing  of  a  siihilar  decree  i  no :  What 
was  then  die  consequence?  The  conse^ 
qnence  was,  that  the  French  soldiers  re- 
fiised  to  put  the  sanguinary  order  of  the jr 
government  into  execution.  Here,  then, 
was  an  object  of  policy  likely  to  be  gained 
by  mitigated  rigour  towards  an  enemy, 
exclusive  of  all  ideas  of  principles  of  hu- 
manity. But  tbe  house  would  here  par- 
don him  for  mentioning  a  circumstance  . 
which  this  brought  to  his  recollection. 
He  was  informed,  that  soldiers  were  con* 
victed  of  acts  of  gross  misconduct  whilst 
they  lay  before  Copenhagen.  He  waa 
not  aware  of  the  facts  to  which  he  now  al- 
luded, at  the  time  of  the  Thanks  being 
voted  to  lord  Cathcart,  or  he  should  havtt 
mentioned  them.  For  he  was  informQol,tha( 
after  these  men  to  whom  he  alluded  were 
tried  and  convicted,  they. were  not  onli^ 
not  punished  immediately  before  the  ene-> 
my,  but  they  were  released  and  suffered 
to  go  at  large. '  This  was  a  subject  which 
required  further  elucidation,  for  the  sake 
of  the  honour  of  the  nation,  which  was ' 
sufficiently,  he  should  have  theaght^  tar- 
nished by  the  attack  itself,  without  sQcb 
acts  of  aggravation. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  of  opinion,  that  one 
considemtion  might  alone  decide  theques* 
tion.  It  was  hoped,  that  we  should  be  likely 
by  this  means  in  some  degree  to  weaken  the 
military  force  ^i  Buonaparte.  But,  was.  it 
not  to  be  feirly  concluded,  that  he,  both  aa 
an  object  of  policy  to  preserve  his  str«engthA 
and  with  a  view  to  increase  his  popularity 
with  his  soldiers,  wopld  at  ail  events  pror 
cure  them  this  medicine  if  it  were  neces-* 
sary.  The<?dium  would  then  be  cast  upon 
us,  and  his  fsharacter  would  be  exalted,  so 
that  the  means  were  not  calculated  to  ac- 
complish the  desired  end.  The  general  oi 
a  blockading  army  might  fairly  hope  to 
make  some  impression  on  the  besieged 
army,  or  that  he  should  be  capable  o€ 
making  the  general  of  the  garrison  sym- 
pathise in  the.  feelings. of  the  suffering  ' 
inhabitants;  hut  could  it  be  supposed, 
that  a  »imikr  impression  would  be  made 
on  the  feelings  of  that  general  who  at  pre- 
sent commai^ed  the  great  garrison  of  the 
French  nation?  Tbe  measure  might  pos- 
,  sibly  excite  a  tnore  general  union  of  hatred 
against  the  .English  nation  amongst  all 
ranks  of  the  French  people;  it  niight  add 
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to  the  ferocity  or  unfeeling  character  of  tb^ 
contest^  bat  it  could  not  possibly  be  the 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  it.  Ho  there- 
fore supported  the  amendment.* 

General  Gascqyne  obsenred,  that  with 
respect  to  the  circumstances  which  an  hon. 
gent,  had  related  as  having  occurred  at 
Copenhagen,  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that 
at  courts  martial  appeals  were  frequently 
made  to  the  mercy  of  the  commander  in 
chief;  there  might  be  some  circumstances 
in  mitigation  of  punishment  which  had  not 
reached  the  eari»  of  the  hon.  gent. 

Sir  A.  Weiicsl^  reminded  the  house,  that 
it  was  impossibje  to  prevent  acts  of  im- 
proper conduct  at  all  times  in  an  army. 
As  to  the  facts  alluded  to,  he  believed 
that  after  the  persons  had  been  tried, 
some  doubt  remained  on  the  mind  of  the 
noble  loi*d  who  held  the  chief  command. 
In  that  case  it  was  not  to  be  contended 
that  the  noble  lord  did  wrong  to  hesitate, 
before  he  put  judgment  into  eseoution. 
The  case  he  was  informed,  was  now  under 
the  consideration  of  high  legal  autho* 
rity.  • 

Mr.  Whiibread  stkted,  that -he  alluded  to 
i)iree  distinct  charges,  namely,  robbery, 
rape,  and  murder.    ' 
*    The  Chancellor  of  the  ^chequer  said, 

'  that  it  wouid  have  been  much  less  grating 
to  the  feelings  of  the  noble  lord,  whose 
name  had  been  mentioned,  and  it  would 
^ive  him  a'idirer  opportunity  of  histcuct- 
Kig  some  member,  of  that  house,  as  to  the 
particulars,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to 
ipeak  in  his  behalf,  if  it  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  specific  motion,  of  which  notice 
should  be  previously  given..  As  to  the 
ease  which  the  h(m.  member  alluded  to, 
diere  wer^  some  doubts  as  to  a  point  of 
law,  which  was  referred  to  the  consider- 
ation of  some  of  the  highest  legal  autho- 
rities. ' 

Mr.  Whifbread  then  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  an  early  day,  bring  the  qucBtion 
before  the  bouse. 

The  Aetomey  Generiil  stated,  in  corrobo- 

.  ration  of  what  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
hart,  that  the  powers  of  the  cominander  in 
chief  were  now  under  the  cmistderatVon  of 
the  highest  legal  authority  in  the  king- 
dom, and  the  inclination  of  opinion  was, 
that  they  did  not  authorise  the  execution 
of  the  punishment.  In  a  country  governed 
by  law,  it  could  not  be  matter  ^  surprise 

^that  when  punishment  could  not  be  legally   - 

'inflicted,  the  indifviduais,  however  morally  ; 
guilty,  should  escape  punishment.    * 
Mr.  i>.  Giddy  spoke  in  far bmr  of  the  Or< 


ders  in  Ck>iuicil,  as  consisteot  widi  die  law 
of  nations  and  the  municipal  law  of  the 
land,  and  consequently  sbould  give  hia 
support  to  the  clause. 

Mr.  Tiem^  proposed  to  take  the  sense 
.of  the  committee  on  an  amendment  which 
he  should  move,  for  leaving  out  the  words 
"4:otton  wool,  or  yam,''  after  his  hon. 
friend  had  taken  the  sense  of  the  com« 
mittee  on  the  propriety  of  omitting  the 
words  '' Jesuits  Bark.'' 

Sir  C.  Price  asserted,  that  the  price  of 
bark  at  Paris  was,  at  present,  what  it  had 
been  stated  to  be  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  70ii.'  per  pound,  and  that.there 
were  unlimited  orders  at  this  moment  in 
London,  for  any  quantity  oi*  that  article 
that  could  be  supplied. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  observed,  that  gentlemen 
need  not  be  so  extremely  tenacious  of  the 
provision,  that  was  he^  alluded  to;  for 
if  only  one  ship  laden  with  hark  were  to 
arrive  safe,  it  would  be  sufficient  for  thn 
whole  continent. 

The  ^^cocote  Genera/ supported  the  prin^ 
ciple  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and.  the 
enfoirement  of  these  prohibitions,  on  the 
maxims  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  au-* 
thorisdd  a  belligerent  to  re -act  upon,  its 
enemy  the  severity  of  its  own  means  of 
annoyance. 

Sir  A.  Piggoii  argued  ably  against  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  as  subversive  i>f  4he 
essential  intei^sts  of  justice.  He  consi'* 
dered  it  nothing  short  of  the  most  vioJent 
outrage,  to  arrogate  a  right  of  confisca*- 
tUm  over  an  mnocent  neutral,  although  he 
had  not  violated  the  provisions  of  a  block* 
ade,  or  in  any  degree  contravened  the 
Ordersithis  country  had  issued.  Stillsuch 
an  effect  did  follow  from  the  new  system 
of  ministers  :  and  therefore  he  should  take 
every  oppo;lunity  of  declaring  his  decided 
hostility  toit«— The  question  being,  loudlj^ 
called  for,  a  divisiontook. place,  first  upon 
the- amendment  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  relative 
to  the  prohibition  of  Jesuits  Bark,  when 
the  numbers  w^re-rrAyes  78 ;  Noes  165  ; 
Majority  against  the  Amendment  87,-^ 
A  second  division  then  took  place  on  Mr.. 
Tierney's  amendment,  relative  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  cotton  yjarn,  &c.  when  the 
numbers  were^Ayes  76;  Noes  1^1 1 
Majority  against, the  amendmeat  9.1.  rn'. 

HOUSB   OP   LORDS, 

,.,      Thursday,  Fdituary  25, 
BrAzil  Trade  Bill.].  On  the  second' 
reading  of  the  Brazil  Trader  Bilh 
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Earl  Baihwsi  observed,'  that  some  mis- 
apprehensions  had  existed  with  respedt  to 
9ugar  from  the  Brazils  coming  inta  com* 
petition  with  the  sagar  from  our  own  colo^- 
nies,  inthe-home  market,  and  thus  injuring 
the  West  India  interests*  This,  however, 
would  be  efiectuaUy  prevented  by^the 
iiigh^  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  sugar. 
His  lordship  urged  ti^e  importance  of  the 
trade  'wiUi  (he  Brazils,  whence  might  be 
derived  cotton,  tallow,  and  various  other 
SLTticles,  and  which  might  also  be  of  essen- 
tial benefit  to  our  colonies,  as  a  vessel  trad- 
ing from  this  country  to  the  Brazils  might 
take  in  there  a  cargo  of  aiticles  of  provi- 
sion and  lumber,  of  the  latter  of  which 
there  was  a  plentiful  supply  in  the  Brazils, 
and  carrying  them  to  our  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  it  might  from  thence  bring 
home  a  cargo  of  colonial  produce. 

Lord  Aucldand  adverted  to  the  state  of 
the  sugar  market,  hoping  that  it  would 
Jio^be  still  further  depressed.  His  lord- 
ship stated  from  the  information  he  had 
.been  able. to  procure,  that  the  quantity  of 
sugar,  produced  in  the  Brazils,  was  about 
.7^,000  hogsheads,  the  quantity  produced 
in  our  own  colonies,  was  about  280,000 
4iogsheads,  the  latter  of  which  was  already 
.about  70,000  hogsheads  more  than  our  own 
•consumption  required,  and  with  respect  to 
.the  use  of  the  surplus  in  the  distilleries,  he 
observed,  th^t  the  whole  distilleries  of  the 
united  kingdom  would  not  consume  more 
than  12,000  hogsheads.  With  respect  to 
4:otton,he  believed  the  produce  of  the  Bra- 
zils to  Isimpunt  to  24,000,000  pounds,  that 
.of  our  own  colonies  was  about  1 6,000,000 
pounds :  he  was  ready  to  admit  this  part 
.of  the  trade  to  be  of  very  great  value  to 
.this  country. 

Lord  Grenville  observed,  with  respect 
to  the  idea  of  making  this  country  an  en- 
trepot for  colonial  produce,  that  it  would 
be  found  impossible  to  force  upon  the  con- 
tinent, that  quantity  of  colonial  produce 
which  it  would  consume  under  other  cir- 
.cumstances,  and  with  a  direct  trade.  He 
did  not  view  this  bill  precisely  in  .the 
same  light  as  his  noble  friend,  and  if  con- 
siderations arising  out  of  the  situation  of 
the  prince  regent  of  Portugal  and^his  con* 
nection  with  this  country,  induced  him 
not  wholly  to  oppoi^e  it,  he  must  still  give 
a  decided  opinion  with  respect  to  some 
circumstances  connected  with  it.  As  to 
the  idea  of  the  noble  lord,  that  corn  and 
lumber  could  be  procured  irom  the  Bra- 
zils for  our  West  India  colonies,  he  thought 
it  was  not  to  be  expected,  nor  did  he  con- 


ceive it  possible,  that  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  Brazils,  any  attention 
could  be  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  corn  or 
the  cutting  of  lumber,  particularly  under 
that  system  of  cultivation,  which  would  be 
adopted  there,  namelv,  by  means  of  slaves, 
continuallv  imported ;  it  was  rather:  to  be 
apprehended  that,  iirom  the  fertility  con* 
sequent  upon  breaking  up  new  fands,  so 
large  a  quantity  of  sugar  might  be  pri9«- 
duced,  as  greatly  to  diminish  the  price  of 
that  article.  It  was  upon  this  system,  of 
importing  slaves  that  he  founded  his  prinr 
cipal  objection  to  the  bill.  His  lordship 
briefly  recapjitulated  the  proceedings  of 
parliament  with  respect  to  the  aboUtioki 
of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  observed,'  that 
that  act  would  confer  immortal  honour  on 
the  parliament  that  agreed  to  it,  and  would 
be  remembered  when  all  pai;ty  disputes 
and  dissentions  were  forgotten.  Ministers, 
he  contended,  ought  to  have  followed,  up 
that  act,  and  the  address  to .  his  majesty 
then  voted,  by  refusing  to  enter  into  any  ' 
commercial  engagements  with  the  PortU'^ 
guese  goyernment  unless  it  consented,  to 
abolish  the  Slave  Trade  ;  otherwise  British 
capital  would  be  employed  to  a  great  eXf» 
tent  in  carrying  on  this  detestable  trafiie 
,to  the  Brazils,  which  would  thus  derive 
great  benefit  from  which  our  colonies  were 
excluded.  The  legislature  had  decided^ 
that  whatever  commercial  benefit/might 
be  derived  from  that  trade,  nothing  could 
justify  the  inhumanity  of  its  continuance. 
The  ]Drazils  must  exist  as  an  independent 
state,  by  the  protection  afiRirded  by  the 
British  navy  ;  was  it  then  to  result,  tboit 
notsvithstanding  the  act  of  the  legislature, 
this  trade  was  to  be  allowed  to  be  carried 
on  by  British  cap  k(il>  and  r  under  .thef.pro'^ 
tectipn  of  the  British  nary ;  and  this  too 
for  the  still  further  increase  of  produce, 
of  which  there  was,  unfortunately,  too. 
great  an  accumulation  in  our  own  colonies? 
Every  consideration  of  humanity,  justice 
and  policy,  required  in  his  opinion,  that 
ministers  ^ould  have  made  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade  a  previous  condkion  to  * 
entering  into  any  commercial  engagement 
with  the  Portuguese  government. 

Lord  Hmvkesbury  observed,  that  the 
trade  in  the  Portuguese  colonial  produce, 
had  been  previously  carried  on  through 
the  mother  country,  and  the  colony  having 
become  the  seat  of  goremment,  there  was 
no  principle  upon  which  these  commer- 
cial arrangements  could  have  been  re^ 
fused.  As  to  the  Slave  Trade,  -his  opi^ 
nion  upon  that  subject  was  well  known ; ' 
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but  th«  abolition  of-  tbat  trade  having  be* 
come  an  act  of  tbe  legislature,  it  became 
(die  duty,  and  it  Was  the  wish  of  the  exe* , 
oitife  government,  to  carry  that  act  into 
•ffect,  and  to  use  eyery  means  to  carnr 
into  cdOTect  the  object  of  the  address  to  his 
suyes^,  wkh  respect  to  induciiigforeign 
powers  to  abolish  that  trade.  The  cir- 
cnmstuices  in  which  the  Portuguese  so- 
venunent  had  been  placed,  and  the  de- 
fiarture  of  that  government  for  the  Brsr- 
sil«,  had  hitherto  precluded'  any  attempt 
to  enter  into  negociation  with  a  yiew 
to  attain  that  object.  It  'was  scarcely 
possible  ^  prevent  British  capital  from 
jbeing  eokbarked  in  this  trade,  carried 
on^  to  the  Braaib ;  but  no  opportunity 
would  he  lost  by  the  executiye  ffovem- 
ment,  in.  endeavouring  to  procure  tne  con- 
lent  of  the  J^ortiimiese  government  to  abo- 
Jtsh  the  trade.  It  could  not  be  expected 
of  him  to  enter  into  any  di^ussion  upon 
'  the  supposition  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  Portu^^uese  government  to  consent  to 
auch  abolition. — ^The  bill  was  then  read  a 
aecond  time.    . 

[Orbees  in  Council.]  The^  Earl  of 
Carlule  made  bis  promised  motion  relative 
to  the  illegality  of  the  Ordefii  in  Council, 
lie  adverted  to  the  point  which  he  had 
)>efore 'Stated  to  the  h'oote,  respecting  a 
contradiction  bet^xen  the  Order  in  Comi- 
cil  of  the  25th  of  Nov.  and  the  act  of  the 
7th  Geo.  UL  c.  43.  By  that  act,  certain 
•numerated  articles  were  prohibited  to  be 
exported  from  the  Isle  of  Man,  under  the 
penalty  of  the  confiscation  of  the  vessel. 
By  the  Orders  in  Council  it  was  declared, 
that  any  articles  might  be  exported  from 
the  Isle  of  Man  to  any  ports  except*  those 
rf  this  countrya  This  he  conceived  to  be 
^dearly  a  contravention  of  the  statute.  He 
4id  not  m^^an  to  charge  ministers  with 
aiiy  thing  else,  but  he  thought  it  was  m- 
fsumhent  on  them  to  come  to  parliament 
for  a  bill  of  Lwieranity.  He  trusted  that 
against  this  the  king's  war  prerogative,  of 
which  much  had  lately  been  said,  would 
iiot  be  urged,  nor  the  right  of  retalia- 
^on.  It  might  be  said,  that  his  objection 
was  trifling ;  but  it  should  be  remember- 
ed that  it  was  die  first  fissure  in  a  bank 
.which  let  in  the  overflow,  and  thus  the 
/  first  contravention  of  the  law,  by  the  privy 
council,  howeyer  trifling  in  itself,  ought 
to  be  met  in  a  decided  manner,  lest  it 
might  lead  to  consequences  injurious  to  the 
constitution.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moying  a  Resolution,  which,  after  stating 
the  enactment  of  tbe  act  of  the  7th  Geo. 


III.  and  the  proTishNi  of  the  Order  in 
Council  respecting  the  Ide  of  Msn,  con^ 
cMeil  hj  statoig,  that  the  latter  was  a 
manifetl  viobtion  of  the  former. 

The  L$rd  Chmcdior  contended  that  the 
Order  allwMI  to  was  not  only  not  a  breach 
of  law,  batactatfiy  witbmthe  conprehen- 
siott  of  the  very  statute  to  which  the  noble 
earl  applied  the  violation. 

Lora  GremnUe  observed,  there  was  an 
end  of  the  constitution  of  parliament,  if  the 
privy  council  assumed  to  itself  the  power 
of  legislation. 

Lord  HawMlmry  opposed  the  motion, 
and  considered  the  principle  of  those  Or- 
ders to  have  been  fully  discusded,  and 
their  execution  approved!  of  by  the  assent 
of  parliament. — Lords  Erskine,  Auckland, 
and  eai'l  Grey,  supported  the  motion,  and 
contended  that  the  laiV  of  the  land  had 
been  violated  without  any  ground  of  ne- 
cessity that  could  entitle  misisteni  to  ask 
parliament  for  a  Bill  of  Indemnity. — ^The 
motion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 

[PaoTEsT.]  Against  the  rejection  of  the 
above  motion  of  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  the 
following  Protest  was  entered  in  ^e  Jour- 
nals iviz. 

*'  Dissentient — ^Because  Hie  propositioa 
stated  in  this  motion  is  evidentW  and  xnv- 
deniably  true. — ^We  conceive  the  proper 
mode  or  interpreting  the  laws  of  our' coun- 
try, and  the  acts  of  its  govemifnent,  to  be 
according  to  the  plain  sense  of  the  wordk 
therein  contained.-— The  words  of  tlie  Or*- 
der  stated  in  the  motion  expressly  declare. 
That  the  articles  therein  mentioned'  may^ 
be  exported  to  certain  places  there  re* 
ferred  to ;  and  the  statute  6f  the  seventh 
of  his  present  majesty  does,  in  terms  equal- 
ly explicit,  prohibit  such  exportation.— i- 
"  And  we  conceive  that  any  case  of  an  - 
Order  issued  by  his  majesty  in  council, 
contrary  to  the  statute  law  of  the  realm!, 
is  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  to  re^ 
quire  the  most  serious  attention  of  this 
house.  (Signed)  Carlisle,  Grenville,  Er- 
skine, Spencer,  Lauderdale,  Gray,  Auck- 
land, Wentworth,  Fitzwilliam.** 


^OOSB  OF  GOMMOKSb 

Thursday,  Februanf  25.- 

,  [ExpEOiTipN  TO  Copenhagen.']  Mr. 
Sksridan  rose  and  observed,  that  out  of  re- 
gard to  the  convenience  of  others,  he  had 
more  than  once  postponed  his  motion; 
and  there  were  many  considerations  which 
made  against  its'  being  brought  forward  at 
so  late  an  hour.    But  even  if  the  hour 
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^ere  !«ilr,  he  would  now  pcrserei-e,  and 
vubmit  to.  the  house  a  proposition  which 
appeared  to  him  of  the  first  importance. 
In  rising,  howerer,  to  lay  that  proposition 
before  thetn,  and  to  state  the  reasons  on 
which  it  was  founded,  he  confessed,  at  the 
outset,  that  he  entertained  no  very  san- 
goMie  hopes  of  snccess.     He  had  no  very 
sanguine  hopes  of  success,  because  he  had 
seen  that  motions  founded  certainly  on  as 
strong  reasons  as  he  could  possibly  urge, 
had  been  negatived ;  because  he  had  ob- 
^erred  a  rery  peremptory  determination 
tm  the  part  of  ministers,  and  a  rery  pliant 
acquiescence  On  the  part  of  the  house,  to 
refuse  the  most  essential  information  on 
tlie  most  important  points.     His  hopes 
were,  besides,  not  sanguine,  because  he 
had  communicated  the  subject  of  his  mo- 
tion to  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning), 
at  his  request,  and  had  received  no  very 
Mattering  expectations  of  a  favourable  re- 
sult; and  one  could  not  help  remarking 
that  in  proportion  as  the  miitisters  mani- 
fested a  determined  obstinacy  in  with- 
holding information,  they  insisted  upon 
the  courtesy  of  having  previous  notice  of 
^e  difierent    motipas  brought   forward, 
tinder  the  pretence  of  putting  them  in  a 
better  shape  ;  but  he  much  apprehended, 
rather  with  a  view  to  have  a  more  exact 
knowledge  of  the  particular  subject  of 
«ach,  in  order  to  defeat  their  object, — 
The  house  being,  then,  disposed  to  agree 
so  far  with  ministers  in  denying  all  mate- 
rial information,  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  detain  them  long,  and  he  would 
teH  them  why  ;  the  house  hatl  never  yet 
been  pledged  in  any  direct  approbation  or 
censure  of  the  measures  respfectiiig  Den- 
mark.  Ministers  had,  indeed,  with  a  great 
deal  of  craft,  06  tho  different  applications 
for  information,  turned  the  discussions  to 
the  question  of  the  merits.     In  the  motion 
which  he  "had  to  submit  to  the  house,  he 
might  take  advantage  of  tlirs  practice,  and 
enter  at  lafge  into  the  general  subject. 
But  of  this  opportunity  he  was  iiot  dis- 
posed to  avail  himself,  since  an  hon.  friend 
oi  his    (Mr.  9iarpc)   had    given    notice 
*f  a  motion  which  was  to  come  on  so 
early  as  Wednesday  next,  when  the  merits 
Wbnid    be  brought  regularly  and  fully 
«nder  dbcuiision ;  for,  though  thtj  miuistefs 
had  fcurreptitidusly,  he  miist  say,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  ^e^sion,  procured  an  im- 
plied ^probation,  yet,  certain  it  w-as,  that 
the  house  had  not  as  yet  been  directly 
pledged,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 
xhe  time,  however,  wa^  near  ^hen  the 
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subject .  would  come  under  the  review  of 
the  house,  and  for  that  reason  he  would 
not  enter  ftilJy  into  its  merits  at  ptesent. 
He  had,  he  declared  sihcerely,  entered 
with  the  greatest  reluctance  into  the  con*- 
demnation  of  the  principle  of  the  attack 
upon  Copenhagen.     He  bad  before  said, 
and  said  truly,  that  on  the  first  day  of  th* 
session  he  had  come  down  to  the  house^ 
with  a  most  earnest  hope  that  minister^ 
would  be  enabled  to  justify  thcnwelves  hf 
some  kind  of  information  ^t  least;  for  it 
must  be  odious  to  a  man  to  be  enabled  t6 
make  out  a  case  against*  His' country.     He 
had  hoped  first,  that  strong  information 
would  be  given,  which  W6uld  pro^x  th^ 
measure  to  be  an  act  of  nece^ty,  or  thai 
some  unequivocal  instance  of  the  hostility 
of  Dem^ark  would  be  shewn ;  or,  lastly, 
that  every  proof  would  be  produced,  which 
could  omrd  a  tolerable  pretext  for  theit 
conduct.    But,  when  he  fonnd  that  instead 
of  this,  they  only  made  an  aukward  at*, 
tempt  to  form  something  of  a*mixturfe  out 
of  the  whole  three  ;  that  they  first  pre«- 
tended  i  strong  state  tieeessity ;  that  oh 
being  driven  from  this,  they  tried  to  poikit 
out  a  variety  of  provocations  On  tlie  part 
of  Denmark;  that  they  then  said  that  it 
was  necessary  to  do  some  stout  act,  which 
would  prove  to  the  world  that  they  could 
imitate  Buonaparte;  dud  that  the  result 
of  the  whole  was  a  total  denial  of  ail  actual 
information  whatever;  he  could  not  theft 
disguise  the  unfavourable  impi-ession  which 
had  been  made  upon  his  mind.    He, main- 
tained, that  there  never  ^vas'  a  case  ih  thfe 
history  of  England,  when  a  \v*ar  was  com- 
menced, with  all  the  faxes  and  privations 
to  which  it  subjected  the  nati'cn,  where  such 
a  denial  of  all  Information  as  to  the  causes 
and  grounds  of  it  had  been  manifested! 
The  house  ought  not  to"  rUrt  away  with  the  • 
idea  that  the  granting  of  hiformation  was 
dangerous ;  au  allegation  which  was  evef 
ready  on  the  lips  Of  thos^e  whose  purpose* 
required  concealment.     It  led,  they  said, 
to  the  exposiii'e  of  the  fortunes  and  live* 
of  those  who  gate  it,  and  the  correspond- 
ence of.  our  ambassadors  oUght  not  to  b\6 
laid  opert  to  getieral  inspection.     But,  ad* 
mitting  that  the  grauttlng  of  informatioti 
might  sometitnes  be  inconvenient,  perhaps 
evert  dangerous,  still  they  overlooked  th© 
vitil  principle  O'f  odr  free   constitution. 
Publicity  was  the  Very  essence  df  that 
Constitution,    despotic  governments  cer- 
tainly had  some  advantages  frorti  that 
secret  lurking  manner  iti  which  business 
might  be  tbere  transacted.    But  we  oujgbt 
5B 
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first  attempted  to  find  the  shoulder-knots^ 
*  tolidem  verbis ;'   but  this  being  found 
impracticable,  ths  eldest,  who  was  after- 
wards distinguished  by  the  appellation  of 
lord   Peter,  suggested  the   expedient  of 
looking  for  it  <  totidcm  syltabis ;'  this,  too, 
Mas  found,  impossible,  as  they  could  not 
make  out  the  first  syllable.    They  then 
tried  to  make  out  their  point  '  totidem 
Uteris ;'  but,  as  bad  luck  would  have  it, 
they  could  not  find  out  the  letter  L  What 
was  to  be  done  in  this  case  }  Brother  Peter 
got  rid  of  the  difficulty  by  giving  it  as  hi» 
opinion,  that  the  word  '  knot'  ought  to  be 
spelt  without  a  A; ;    the  other  brothers . 
agreed  with  him,  and  thus  they  made  out 
their  authority  for  wearing  shoulder-knots. 
So  an  acute  secretary  might  make  out  a 
charge  against  any  country.    The  right 
hon.  gent,  might  perhaps  have  read  or 
heard  of  an  ingenious  essay  in  fi{vour  of 
atheism,  taken  out  of  the  Epistles  of  St. 
Paul.    This  was  another  instance  of  the 
system  of  picking  scraps  firom  diderent 
parts  of  the  same  composition.    There  was 
also  a  most  indecent  and  abominable  poem, 
written  by  Ausonius,  which  could  not  be 
quoted  in  the  house,  which  even  scarcely 
could  be  named  with  propriety,  all  taken 
from  the  chaste  muse  of  Virgil.    Perhaps 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  read  it,  '  mon* 
strum  horrendum  ingens  1'  but  though  he 
believed  his  right  hon.  fi*iend  must  have 
read  it,  yet  he  was  sure  that  he  would  not 
attempt  a  translation  for  the  use  of  the 
country  gentlemen ;   otherwise  he  might 
be  as  severely  rebuked  by  his  #ight  hon. 
friend  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  a» 
he  had  been  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
in  the  other  house ;  and  besides  have  a 
lecture  from  the  Society  for  the  Suppress 
sioii  of  Vice,  with  leave  to  thuik  himself 
lucky  if  he  escaped  a  prosecution. — ^Froni 
the    system  that   had   been  pursued  of 
reading  partial  extracts,  no  credit  what? 
over  could  be  given  to  tho  information 
that  had  been  laid  before  the  house,  till 
the  whole  corpespondence  was  produced; 
for  nobody  could  be  sure  that. what  had 
been  brought  forward  was  not  a  gross  im- 
position.    But,  supposing  that  a  c^e  could 
De  made  out  against  Denmark,  the.  house 
was  without  information  respecting  the  real  * 
cause  of  the  war  with  Ilussia,     He  took 
it  for  granted,  that  it  was  not  simply  the 
attack  upon  Copenhagen  which  had  alien- 
ated the  emperor  of  Russia  from  his  attach^ 
ment  to  this  country;  but  it  was  owinsj  ta 
something  which  occurred  posterior  to  that 


to  balance  the  advantages  of  the  different  - 
forms  of  government ;  and  consider  whe- 
ther, without  those  peculiar  conveniences 
enjoyed  by  a  despotic  government,  we 
had  not  advantages  ten  thousand  time's 
greater.     On  these   grounds,  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  three 
points :  1st,  Such  communications  as  had 
been  made  of  the  correspondence  l)etween 
our  late  government,  and  our  minister  at 
Copenhagen,  consisting  of  two  parts ;  that 
which  had  been  produced  entire,  and  the 
extracts  which  had  been  read  here.    He 
really  wished  to  shelter  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Canning)  from  the  strong  re- , 
boke  which  he  had  met  with  firom  a  high* 
authority  in  the  other  house,  as  having 
lost  sight  of  his  duty.    That  would  proba- 
bly be  overlooked  here,  if  he  did  his  duty 
in  this  house.    2dly,  The  small  portion  of 
information  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table :  and,  Sdly,  The  information  which 
ministers  had  refused.    As  to  the  first  of 
these  points,  his  right  hon.  friend,  in  whose 
public  conduct  he  felt  a  sincere  interest, 
had  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  lord 
Howick,  which  called  down  the  rebuke  to 
which  he  had  adverted  ;  he  then  read  ex- 
tracts of  the  letters  of  Mr.  GarUke,  and 
left  the  house  to  gather  from  them,  that 
the  intentions  of  Denmark  were  hostile. 
Unless  the  papers  were  produced,  there 
never  was  so  ioul  a  quotation  as  those  in 
*  both  instances.     He  did  not  say  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  absolutely  read  from  the 
letters,  things  that  he  knew  to  be  con- 
tradicted in  the  next  paragraphs ;  but  he 
supposed  some  clerk  in  his  office  had  put 
these  extracts  in  his  hands,  telling  him 
that  they  might  be  of  us^  in  allbrding 
some  shadow  of  ground  for  the  Danish 
expedition :  and  his  right  hon.  friend  had, 
not  purposely  but  carelessly,  taken  them 
without  further  examination.     But  ^a  se- 
cretary, of  whom  he  had  not  so  good  an 
opinion  as  he  had  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
might  possibly,  upon  this  principle,  tell 
one  of  his  clerks  to  make  out  a  justification 
some  way ;  advising  him  not  to  be  nice, 
but  to  take  a  scrap  here  and  a  scraip  there, 
and  patch  up  a  case  of  some  sort.     If  mi- 
nisters thought  proper  to  make  out  a  case 
against  any  country,  they  had  only  to  have 
recourse  to  this  ingenious  sort  of  picking. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  a  model  of  this 
kind  of  ingenuity  in  Swift's  Tale  of  a  Tub, 
where  three  brothers  endeavoured  to  find 
the  words  'shoulder-knots'-in  tlfeir  father's 
will,  and   gave   a^  complete  specimen  of 
this  system  \>f  pickings  and  patches.  'Ih6y 


attack,  that  he  had  ranged  himscff  in  the 
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\h\  of  our  enemies.  Lord  G.  L.  Gowef 
ascribed  this  change  of  sentiment,  in  one  of 
his  dispatches,  to  the  arrival  of  a  messenger 
from  Paris,  and  to  the  strong  representa- 
tions made  after  the  event  by  general 
Savary.  But,  with  all  due  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  his  noble  friend,  he*  shrewdly 
saspected  that  it  had  arisen  from  the  com- 
munication imparted  to  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg,  of  the  foul,  treacherous,  and 
base  proposals  which  were  made  after  the 
capitulation  of  Copenhagen,  by  ministers, 
to  Mr.  Rist,  the  Danish  agent  in  this  coun- 
try, to  submit  to  any  terms  which  they 
might  think  proper  to  dictate,  on  pain  of 
having  Norway  wrested  from  the  crown 
of  Denmark  and  given  to  Sweden.  If  he 
could  trust  to  the  papers  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  purportmg  to  be*  the-  substance 
of  a  conversation  which  passed  between 
Mr.  Secretary  Canning  and  Mr.  Rist,  and 
copies  of  a  correspondence  which  passed 
between  the  courts  of  Copenhagen  and 
Stockholm,  it  appeared  that,  at  the  very 
time  that  ministers  were  soliciting  the 
mediation  of  tfie  emperor  of  Russia  be- 
tween G.  Britain  and  Denmark,  they  were 
threatening  to  despoil  Denmark  of  a  part 
of  her  territory :  and,  aftfer  having  eva- 
cuated Zealand  conformably  to  the  capitu- 
lation, to  co-operate  with  a  Swedish  gar- 
rison in  again  taking  possession  of  it.  Not 
only  this,  but  thef^e.  was  a  rumour  in  circu- 
lation, that  this  plan  waA  only  abandoned 
in  consequence  of  the  commander  in  Chief 
of  the  forces  in  the  island  of  Zealand  posi- 
tively refusing  to  have  any  share  in  it. 
Flagrant  and  wicked  as  he  considered  the 
first  attack  upon  Denmark  was,  to  have 
violated  the  capitulation  would  certainly 
have  been  still  more  base  arid' criminal; 
and,  therefore,  he  hoped  to  hear  an  ex- 
plicit declaration  from  his  majesty's  m i nis-.. 
ters,that  they  n6vcr  at  anytime  harboured 
an  idea  of  "committing  surh  an  act.  Still, 
however,  it  was  difficult  to  bf;lieve  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  the  imputation  ; 
unle9$  the  supposed  minute  of  Mr.  Rist's 
conversation  with  Mr.  Secretary  Canning, 
and  thecorrespoYidence  which  he  now  held 
in  his^  hand,  were  impudent  forgeries. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  here  read  the  several 
papers  to  which  he  alluded  ;  beginning 
with  Mr.  Rist's  note  to  count  Bernstorft) 
containing  a  communication  of  five  dif- 
crent  menaces  which  were  thrown  out  by 
his  majesty's  foreign  secretary,  if  the 
court  of  Denmark  did  not  agree  to  sub- 
scribe to  certain  terms,  and  ending  with 
%  note,  addressed  by  baron  Taube,  his 


Swedish  majesty's  charge-d'afifaires  at  the 
court  of  Kiel,  to  count  Bernstorfil;  the  Da- 
nish minister,  (a  man  who  was  universally 
^teemed  to  be  the  honestest  minister  in 
Europe,  not  meaning  by  this  expression  to 
be  guilty  of  any  disrespect  to  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite,)  declaring,  that  *'  had 
his  Swedish  majesty  judged  it  necessary  to 
occupy  Zealand  with  his  troops,  jointly 
with  those  of  his  ally,  he  should  have 
done  it ;  and  the  king  wishes  that  he  may 
never  find  himself  in  the  case  to  regret 
that  he  had  acted  otherwise.''  He  meant 
to  give  every  credit  to  the  gallantry  of  the 
king  of  Sweden;  and  indeed,  considering 
that  he  was  now  our  only  remaining  ally, 
it  would  be  illiberal  to  withhold  any  praise 
that  was  due  to  him.  This  was  a  very 
stout  declaration,  and  he  sincerely  '^  wished 
that  his  Swedish  majesty  might  never  have 
cause  to  regret"  the  counsels  of  those' 
who  had  advised  him  to  make  it.  He 
must  remark,  however,  that  there  was 
something  curious  in  the  wording  of  it.  He 
confesses  that  he  would  have  taken  posses* 
sion  of  Zealand  had  it  been  necessary  ; 
and  expresses  a  hope  that  he  might  never 
have  cause  to  regrot  not  having  done  it, 
even  though  it  was  not  necessary.  There 
the  house  would  see  the  influence  of  ex- 
ample strikingly  illustrated.  The  British 
government  had  bombarded  Copenhagen ; 
levelled  its  houses,  churches,  and  hospitals; 
sacked  its  arsenals,  and  carried  of!  its 
fleet;  because  it  was  given  out  it  wSis 
necessary  so  to  do.  The  king  of  Sweden 
declares  that  had  it  been  necessary,  he 
would  have  taken  possession  after  it  was 
evacuated  by  our  troops.  And  now  the 
emperor  of  Russia  would  find  it  neces.sary 
to  march  an  army  into  Finland,  and  to 
take  possession  of  Stockholm.  A  right 
hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Windham)  had  ad- 
vised ministers  not  to  attempt  running  a 
race  of  violence  and  injustice  with  the 
ruler  of  France,  because  they  were  sure  to 
be  beat ;  but  he  ideally  thought  that  their 
first  effort  was  no  bacl  coup  d'essai ;  and 
it  now  appeared  as  if  Sweden  had  been  so 
much  animated  by  their  example,  as  to 
shew  a  roving  disposition  to  follow  them 
in  their  hew  career. — ^The  right  hon,  gent, 
next  adverted'  to  the  promise  which  they  - 
had  made  of  Norway  to  Sweden,  at  least 
if  he  was  to  believe  the  documents  which 
he  had  read.  Sweden,  he  said>  must  be 
very  sure  of  getting  Norway  in  the  end  y 
for,  it  seemed,  it  had  been  promised  to  her 
not  only  by  the  'British,  government,  but 
hy  the  emperor  Napoleon  himself.     Gen. 
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Brune,  in  a  ^^bafibrence  vilk  a  Swedish  ge- 
nenl  who  had  fallen  into  his  hands  in  Po- 
merania  (be  did  noir  know  whether  he  wa9 
quiaaiog  hun  or  not}»  had  held  out  precisely 
the  same  bait  to  the  king  of  Sweden  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  ^done ;  and  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  it  had  b^m  stated 
by  ministers  as  a  matter  of  accusation 
against  Denmark,  tlkat  she.  had  not-  com- 
municated this  oiief  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, at  the  same  time  that  she  informed 
the  British  gpyernment  of  the  offer  of 
Sweden  to  send,  a  Swedish  force  to  her  as- 
sistance. This  offer,  he  contended,  was 
sufficient  of  itself  to  have  provoked  the 
enmity  of  the  emperov  of  Russia ;  who, 
above  all  things,  was  jealous  of  the  pre- 
rogative which  be  assumed  to  himself  of 
protector  of  the  North.  .  He  was  therefore 
of  opinion  that  lord  G.  L,  Gower  was 
mistaken,  in  scribing  the  hostile  deter- 
mination of  the  court  of  St«  Petersburg 
lo  the  interferience  of  gen.  Savary. ;  and 
Ihat  it  could.be  much  better  accounted  for 
by  the  propositions  which  we  made  to 
l^weJen,  after  the  capitulation  of  Co'peh- 
hagt^n  was  signed  and  rati^d.  But,  as  to 
9wr  pving  away  Norway,  or  Sweden  tak- 
ing I^oriway,  it  was  really  too  ridiculous 
&r  ministers  to  talk  of  it.  It  was  no  longer 
1^0  than  in  1787i  thsbt  a  body  of  Norwe- 
gians put  themselves  in  motion,  and.  took 
possession  of  Gottenburgh,  the.  second  city 
of  S^ed^n ;  and  it  was  dHhcult  to  say 
where  they  mi^ht  have  proceeded,  had  it 
not  been  forthe  inteYtentionof  Mr.  Elliott, 
at  that  time,  the  British  minister  at  Co- 
penhagen. It  was  reported  that  ministers 
w^*e  preparing  to  send  a  fleet  to  the  Bal- 
tic ;  and  he  hoped  that  they  would  do  so, 
not  for  the  purpose  either  of  taking  Hol- 
Stein  from .  the  French,  or  Zealand  from 
the  Danes».  or  of  making  good  their  pro- 
mise to  the  king  of  Sweden  by  taking  Nor- 
way, but  he  hoped  wath  the  intention  of 
securing  the  Swedi^ih  fleet.  The  king  of 
Sweden:  must  be  the  most  unreasonable 
man  in  the  world  if  he  hesitated  to  de- 
liver it  into,  our  hands  as  a  deposit,,  and  it 
certainly  wjaa  an.  object  of  sufficient  im- 
porHmnce  to  engage  the  attention  of  minis- 
ters. It  was  well  known  that  Sweden 
waA  in  possession  of  the  best  flotilla  in 
the  worlds  and  did  it  fail  iutOi  the  powev 
of  Qur  esemy,  it  was  much  raoi:e  likely 
to. be  converted  injbo  an  instruaaent  of  ef- 
fecting an  invasion  of  this:  opuntiy  than 
the  Ds^ish  navy. .  But  rerenfcing  to  a  ge-« 
neral  view  of  tb^  question,  he  puti  it*  to 
tiiSL  house  whether  it  woukt  si^«»t)i<«pk  t^a 


new  system  of  withholding  all  mformatimt . 
relative  to  the  measures  of  ministers.  If 
it  did,  it  would  be  better  to  decide  at  0Qce» 
that  the  interference  of  that  house  was  at 
all  times  an  impediment  to  the  operations 
of  government;  that  parliament  waa  9 
ndsance  in  difficult  times ;  4)at  it  would 
be  better  for  the  kingtopiporogue  it  during 
pleasure,  vaise  money,  as  he  pleasea,  ana 
make  war  or  {)eace  when,  how,  or  on  what 
terms,  he  may  think  proper..  He  implor-* 
ed  mmisters,  howev^er,  to  give  up  the  de- 
testable system  upon  which  they  had  late- 
ly been  endeavouring  to  act ;  namely, 
that  of  fighting  Buonaparte  with  his  ovrvk 
weapons.  They  would  do  much  better  to 
continue  to  fight  with  those  weapona 
which  the  nation  was  better  accustomnd. 
tp  handle.  Let  them  oppose  lenity  and 
moderation  to  his  cruelty  and  oppression  ^ 
let  them  oppose  good  faith  to  his  treachery 
and  duplicity ;.  to  his  violence  and  des- 
potism let  them,  oppose  the  mildness  of 
the  British  constitution ;  and  above  all,  to 
his  mystery  let  them  oppose  publicity. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  1.  ''  That  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, that  he  will  be  graciousljr  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  U^ere  be  laid  beforo 
this  house,  as  far  as  the  samo  can  be  done 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service. 
Copies  or  Extracts  of  any  Correspondenpe 
which  passed  between  his  majesty's  mini- 
sters and  the  Danish  Charge  d' Affaires,  o^ 
his  .»ecretary^  resident  at  the  court  of 
London,  from  the  date  of  the  Capitulation 
of  Copenhagen,  to  their  departure,  tege** 
ther  with  the  minutes  pf  any  verbal  com- 
munications between  the  same :  2.  Copies 
or  Extracts  of  all  (Correspondence  which 
passed,  after  the  Capitulation  of  Copenr> 
hagen,  between  his  majesty's  ministers  and 
the  court  of  Stockholm,  relative  to  the  ren 
taining  possession  of  the  Island  of  Zealand 
by  a  Swedish  army,  or  in  concert  with  hia 
majesty's  forces ;  and  also  Copiea  of  any 
Correspondence  which  may  have  passed 
between  the  courts  of  Copenhagen  and 
Stockholm  rola^ting  to  the  same,  and  c<HBa'^ 
municated  to  his  majesty's  ministar  i^esid^ 
ing  at  the  court  of  Stockholin." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  w^s  not  ashamed 
to  confess,  that  he  a^  aU  times  felt  consi-* 
derable  difficulty  in  disagreeinj;  firom  bid 
right  hon.  fi^iend;  and  that,  in.  this  in% 
stance,  bis  difficulty  was.  much  incijeasedj, 
not  b^  the  line  of  argument  adopted  Joyi 
his  right  hon*  fnend,  but  by  t^  humoi^^ 
witlv  which  he  hacl  tr^ati^d  subjects  stated 
to.  l^a  9^j>cm^  and  th«;  ^v.tj^  yi^tli 
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which  he  bad  dwelt  upoa  -  things  triflii^ 
and  imunportant.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
bad  set  out  with  a  discussion  of  the  parti- 
culai:  benefits  of  the  British  constitution, 
which  he  contcasted  with  the  pi-actice  of 
despotic  eoverxunents,  Bot  bis  right  hon. 
friend  had  pushed  this  contrast  to  a  greatcur 
extent  thaa  any  writer  or  speaker  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted.  His  right  hon. 
friend  bad  said*  that  hts  majesty's  mini- 
sters were  preserving  the  gloom  of  des- 
potism upon  every  transaction,  upon  which 
they  did  no4^  shortly  af^r  the  transaction 
took  place,  or  whilst  the  consequences 
were  yet)  flowing  from  it,  give  the  fullest 
inform;ation  to  the  house>  and  through  that 
house  to  the  public,  and  through  the  pub- 
lic to  the  enemy,  by  which  the  en^my 
iuight  be  enabled  to' defeat  the  objects  of 
them.  He  had  always  thought  that  the 
constitution  had  solved  that  problem  which 
his  right  hon.  friend  seemed  to  think  in- 
soluble, by  enabling  that  house  to  steer 
between  diiBculties,  and  by  uniting  th^ 
promptness  of  the  executive  with  the  sa- 
lutary corrective  of  its  popular  branch. 
But  the  extremity  to  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  pushed  his  proposition  was  not 
to  be  maintained,  in  argument  or  in  fact, 
and  the  former  of  his  motions  allowed  the 
principle  which  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
speech  went  to  invalidate.  His  rigl^t  hon. 
friend  had  complained  of  the  sparingness 
with  which  his  majesty's  ministers  granted 
capers ;  but  he  was  sure  his  right  hon. 
iriend  must  be  convinced  that  papers  had 
beeft  laid  upon  the  table  thi;»  session  in 
greater  masses  than  upon  any  former  oc- 
casion. It  began  to  be  the  feeling  of  the 
bouse,  that  he  and  bis  colleagues  had 
granted  too  many  papers>  and  that  the 
few  which  remained  in  the  public  oiTices 
should  be  retained  there,  if  not  for  the 
guidaaee  of  fixture  ministers^  at  least  for 
th^  service  of  foture  oppositions.  His 
fi^t  hon.  friend  had  asserted,  that  because 
QOl^  QXtmcts  had  been  laid  before  the 
house,  they  were  not  entitled  to  credit ; 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  documents, 
iC  produced,  would  contradict  the  tenor  of 
the  parts  giv^eu  to  the  public ;  as  well  as 
fhatr  because  charms  existed  in  the  chain 
of  pa|«ers,  those,  which  were  forthconitng 

«^  ootto  be  credited.  The  instance 
ijl^  his  right  honu  friend  had  selected  to 
Sro!?e.  avdecf^ptiML  in.  the  case  of  the.  three 
ispatcbes.  from,  lord  G.  L.  Gow^r,  and 
Vpoawbifib  heid^velib  witft  so  much  ear- 
uestnessir  aft^if  tbev  might  have  been  \v,rit- 
}&k  at  i^rx^ol^scm^  weeb^  wa»  udim 


an  unfortunate  one  for  bis  argument^  be« 
cause  he  had  antecedently  proved  in  hif 
speech  that  they  must  all  have  baen  writ;* 
ten  between  the  30th  of  Augustand  the  2d 
of  Sept.  The  clerical  error  of  the  copying 
clerk,  in  dating  one  of  these  dispatches  i\m 
2d  instead  of  the  1  st  of  Sept.  was  the  ground 
upon  which  the^  right  hoa.  gent,  built  hi« 
argumantj,  to  prove  the  deception  which 
he  imputed  to  his  majesty's  minister^ 
But,  in  contending  that  these  dispatcher 
were  framed  with  a  view  to  justify  his  ma« 
jesty's  Declaration  of  Dec.  l&,  which  wa# 
issued  in  answer  to  the  emperor  of  Hnssia't 
Declaration  of  Oct,26thwhich  had  been  re* 
ceived  in  this  country  on  the  3d  of  Dechjn 
right  hon-  friend  gave  credit  to  him  and 
his  colleagues  for  a  portion  of  political  sa<- 
gacity  which  he  was  not,  on  other  occa- 
sions, disposed  to  allow  them.  But  as  the 
observation  had  been  applied  sot  only  t6 
the  dispatches  from  lord  G.  I*  Gower,  bu(b 
to  his  answer  to  these  dispatches,  dated 
Sept.  I7tb,  his  right  hon.  friend  cut  hiflt 
short  a  fortnight  of  the  allowance  of  po^ 
tical  sagacity.  The  view  which  his  rt.  hon^ 
friend  had  taken  of  the  statement  in  lord 
G.LiGower's'dispatch,  relative  to  the  ami*, 
cable  tone  assumed  by  gen.  Budberg^  waa 
not  maintainable  in  argument,  or  by  the 
fact.  ^  Did  his  right  hon.  friend  mean  to  f^f 
that  general  Budberg,  at  the  time  of  adopt*' 
ing  that  tone»  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  ait  Copenhagen?  If  he  did>  hf 
was  mistaken  ;  because  these  transaction 
had  been  known  at  St.  Petersburg  eith^ 
on,  or  shortly  after,  the  20th  of  August^ 
If  that  were  so,  he  would  ask  his  right  hon. 
friend  whether^  under  such  circumstancegj^ 
he  would  not  think  it  proper  to  take  ad^ 
vantage  of  such  a  disposition,  i»  order.  If 
possible,  to  preserve  the  relations  of  amity 
and  alliance  which  bed  previously  subsist* 
ed  between  the  two  countries  I  The  aot^ 
demanding  an  explanation  of  the  attach 
upon  Copenhagen,  had  been  commuaicatedi 
under  the  influence  of  a  power  vphich  had 
since  acquired  and  exerted  an  aecendgoicy 
in  the  Russian  co^uncils.  Though  the  dis^ 
patches  communicating  this  note  had  beeor 
received  with  the  other,  they  did  not  seeOQl 
to  bis  majesty's  ministers  suificieotto  aUes 
the  view  which  they  had  of  turning  to  ad« 
vantagejr  if  possible,  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion winch  had  appeared  on  the  partel 
Russia.  If  tUs  bad  been  the  use  which 
hi^Vight  hoi^.  friend  nvide  of  the  papere 
produced  at  the  desire  of  hia  eiwn  friend* 
what  credit  would  he  have  given  to  tho 
diapatcl^ift  if  Uv^y  hM  1^e|l  voiuataril^r 
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laid  upon  the  Uhle  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters ?  Would  he  tint  have  said,  that  mi- 
nisters had  produced  them  in  order  to 
make  oot  their  own  case  ?  Bat  he  should 
not  then  enter  into  the  {general  question, 
until  it  should  be  regularTy  brought  before 
the  house,  by  the  motion  of  the  learned 
ra:it.  on  Wednesday:  If  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  prepared  to  contend  that  the 
question  ought  to  be  answered  because  it 
was  put ;  or  that,  according  to  the  daily 
practice  of  that  house,  it  ought  to  be  an- 
swered without  any  reference  whatever 
♦o  any  particular  course  to  be  ground- 
ed upon  it;  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
woula  require  somewhat  more  than  the 
ingenuitv  of  his  right  hon.  friend  to  es- 
tablish tliat  point.  If  he  understood  his 
right  hon.  friend  right,  he  ha<r  adverted 
to  eertain  misconstructions  which  had 
beien  put  upon  what  had  fallen  from  him 
on  a  former  occasion,  as  if  he  had  made 
statements  from  documents  in  order  to 
misrepresent  the  general  tenor  of  their 
contents.  Upon  this  particular  point  he 
should  observe,  that  if  other  reasons  did 
not  interfere  with  the  production  of  these 
documents,  he  could,  tor  his  part,  have 
no  objection  to  producing  them ;  and  on 
this  occasion  he  trusted  he  should  meet^^ith 
the  indulgence  of  the  house,  in  adding  a 
few  words  upon  a  subject  so  immediately 
personal  to  himself.  If  he  were  to  look 
to  himself  alone,  he  should  have  no  difH- 
culty  in  producing  the  papers,  which 
iKHould  take  away  all  misconstructions  upon 
the  subject,  and  leave  the  learned  gent. 
when  became  to  bring-forward  his  motion, 
to  diseuss  it  upon  the  mere  naked  princi- 
ple. His  right  hon.  friend  had  mis-stated 
the  view*-  in  which  he  had  used  one  of 
those  papers  which  he  had  read.  He  had 
stated,  that  he  (Mr.  O.)  from  lord  Howick*s 
clispatch,  had  imputed  that  the  Danish 
txmtt  was  in  collusion  with  France,  but 
this  was  a  mistake ;  he  had  only  stated 
that,  from  all  the  circumstances  of  Den- 
mark's having  retreated  as  the  French  ad- 
vanced towards  Holstein,  there  was  reason 
to  apprehend,  if  they  got  possession  df 
Holstein,  Denmark  might  dread  their  pro- 
ceeding to  do  the  same  by  Zealand,  and 
that  might  be  a  means  of  drawing  the 
Danish  fleet  into  the  hands  of  France ;  and 
he  thought  the  noble- lord  had  good  cause 
for  fearing  that-  might  be  the  case.  Hi& 
right  hon.  friend,  in  one  part  of  his  speech, 
admitted,  and  in  the  wording  of  his  mo- 
tion, had  more  strongly  confirmed  the  ad« 
jDissioDj  that  it  must  b^  left  to  his  majesty's 


mim'sters  to  say  what  particular  papers 
ought  to  be  laid  before  the  house,  and  what 
would  be  inconvenient  or  dangerous  so  U> 
do,  and  then  called  on  him  to  say  whether 
there  would  be  any  inconvenience  in  the 
production  of  the  papers^  now  moved  for  ^ 
To  this  he  distinctly  angered,  yes,  there 
would  be  the  highest  inconvenience.     His 
right  hon.  friend  had  told  them  that  we 
had  but  one  ally  in  Europe,  and  that  he 
was  in  the  greatest  danger.     He  argued 
that  this  danger  would  arise  to   Sweden, 
from  having  entered  into  a  compact  with, 
this  country  relative  to  taking  possession 
of  Norway,  and  in  return  asked  for  the 
whole  correspondence    relating  to    that 
transaction.     His  right  hon.  friend's  be- 
lief with  respect  to  that  was  founded  on  a 
few  paragraphs  in  the  Moniteur,  which  he 
brought  down,  threw  on  the  table,  and 
then  called  on  ministers  for  all  the  corres- 
pondence between  them  and  their  only 
ally ;  he  thought,  however,  ministers  knew 
too  well  how  to  shew  their  value  for  their 
only  ally,  to  comply  with  so  unreasonable 
a  request.    He  did  not  know  how  it  was, 
but-  it  seemed  to  him  the  Moniteur  had 
been  strangely  favourable  to  the  views  of  ' 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  ;  for  they  no 
sooner  began  to  be  exhausted  in  topics  of 
declamation  against  ministers,'and  to  shew 
symptoms  of  being  languid'  and  flat,  than 
over  popt  a  Moniteur  with  some  agreeable 
information  to  cheer  their  drooping  spirits, 
and  to  give  them  a  fresh  opportunity  of 
calling  tor  more  papers;  in  doing  which 
he  thought  his  right  hon;  friend  had,  on 
the  present  occasion,  shewn  a  voracious 
curiosity.     If  he  would  limit  it  to  any  in- 
formation that  could  'safely  be  laid  before 
the  house,  lie  would  be  glad  to*  oblige  him 
as  far  as  possible,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  joining  more  effectually  in  the 
motion,  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gent, 
soon  meant  to  move  on  the  capitulation  of 
Copenhagen,     He  assured  the  house,  that 
in   every  respect  that  treaty  had'  been 
complied  with  on  our  part.    There  had 
been  a  conference  ais  to  Briti^  P'^P^f^X 
seized  and  detained  prior  to  btir  taking 
possession  of  Zealand,  a  doubt  havihg  arisen 
whether  the  capitulation  meant  to  confine  it 
to  Zealand  only,  or  to  the  rest  of  the  Dar   *" 
territory.    It  was  agreed  £o  be  submil 
to  the  officers  on  both  sides,  who  inade  i 
capitulation,  and  w^s  determined  against 
the  English,  and  implicitly  complied  with; 
The  same,  as  to  hostiRties,  by  the  declara- 
tion of  Var,'which  were  not-kn6^vh  at  the 
time  of  the  capitulation  j  every  thing  bad 
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been  abided  by>  that  was  stipulated  by  the 
capitulation.  His  right  hon.  iriend  was 
also  mistaken,  as  to  the  ofier  of  Norway 
to  Sweden  by  France.  It  was  prince  Mu- 
rat^  and  not  gen.  Brune^  that  made  the 
olfer  which  Sweden  communicated  to  Dea- 
mark,  but  which  Denmark  concealed  from 
us.  His  right  hon.  friend  seemed  to  thinks 
that  France  might  do  as  she  pleased — 
might  give  away  Norway  With  impunity, 
whilst  we  should  be  highly  criminal  in 
any  such  intention,  let  the  state  of  war- 
fare between  us  and  Denmark  be  what  it 
might — -His  last  point,  however,  was,  that 
w^e  should  not  tpllow  the  example  of  the 
enemy.  In  that  respect  his  majesty  had 
hitherto  carried  on  a^  system  of  scrupu- 
lous forbearance.  If  his  right  hon.  friend 
meant  that  we  should  not  iinitate  his  cru- 
elties, oppressions,  and  unbounded  aggres- 
sions, he  would  coincide  with  him ;  but  if 

he  meant  that  we  should  not  follow  him  in 

every  measure  which  might  tend  to  put  us 

on  a  perfect  equality  with  him  in  carrying 

on  the  war,  he  must  differ  with  him  entire- 
ly.    His  right  hon.  friend  had  indulged 

the  e^^uberant  fancy  of  his  classic  mind, 

by   giving  garbled  extracts  from   Latin 

poets,  by  way  of  quotation;    such  as — 

*  Kidiculum  acri  quid  vetat.' — If,  he  was 

inclined  to  retort  a  quotation  on  his  right 

hon.  friend,  it  would,  he  thought,  be  strict- 
ly allowable  to  him  to  say.^ — *  Arma  vi- 

rumque  cano — fas  est  et  ab  hoste  doceri/ — 

^Buonaparte,  whatever  might  be  his  cruel- 
ties, his  oppression^,  or  his  aggressions, 

had  on  all  occasions  scrupulously  adhered 

to  and  protected  those  who  had  entered 

into   alliance  with  him :    he   had  never 

sacrificed   an  ally  to  any  consideration^ 

however  pressing  or  important.     Ministers 

Were  that  night  called  on  to  give  up  the 

correspondence  of  our  only  ally,  which 

could  not  fail  of  being  attended  with  great 

inconvenience;  and  he  would,  therefore, 

so  far  follow  the  example  of  the   enemy 

as  to  adhere  to  our  ally,  and  to  refuse  his 


assent  to  his  right  hon,  friend's  motion. 

Mr.  IVindJiam  saw  very  little  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  had 
any  application  to  the  question,  and  even 
in  that  little  could  discover  no  force.  The 
right  hon.  secretary  had  laid  down  a  doc- 
trine with  regard  to  the  communication  of 
papers  to  that  house,  which,  even  supposing 
it  were  admitted,  could  not  operate  against 
the  motion.  For,  according  to  the  terms  of 
that  motion,  ministers  would  be  left  the 
op'tlou  of  presenting  such  information,  only 
as  could  not  militate  against  public  ecu- 


venience.    Of  course  no  detriment  could 
arise  from  acceding  to  it.    What  objec- 
tion to  it,  then,  could  be  sustained  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.     Indeed,  he  had  ofiered 
none.     The  character  of  the  country  had 
been  seriously  accused,  and  to  that  accusa- 
tion the  rt.  hon.  gent,  contented  bim^lf*  . 
with  returning  a  mere  assertion ;  in  which, 
as  usual,  he  was  confident,  just  in  propor- 
tion as  he  was  deficient  in  proof  and  argu- 
ment.    But  the  right  hon.  secretary  stated* 
that  even  were  the  papers  applied  for 
laid  biefore  the  house,  the  gentlemen  who 
supported  the  motion  would  not  find  what 
they  wanted.   They  wanted  some  proofs  to 
contradict  the  statements  which  had  ap- 
peared in  the  Moniteur,  and  to  vindicate 
the  character  of  the  country ;  which  they 
must  fieel  to  be  very  imperfectly  vindi-  . 
cated  indeed,  if  it  rested  upon  the  mere 
assertion  of  the  right  hon.  gent.    If  the 
right  hon.  gent,  thought  the  papers  would 
support  his  assertion,  was  it  not  natural  to 
iniisr,  that  he  would  produce  them  ?  and 
was  it  not  equally  natural  to  infer  tbe 
contrary  from  the  pertinacity  of  his  refu- 
sal ?     But,  the  right  hon.  gent,  acted  like 
a  witness  who  should  say,  <  Accept  *mr^ 
allegation  without  any  further  question: 
do  not  attempt  to  cross-examine  me ;  for 
I  assure  you,  J  tell  nothing  but  the  truth.' 
Should  the  house,  however,  upon  such  a 
gi*ave  occasidh,  content  itself  with  the 
mere  word  of  the  riglit  hon.  gent,  without 
asking  for  any  vouchers?     The  motion 
sought  to  ascertain  whether  the  charge 
was  true,  that  our  government,  contrary  to 
the  express  terms  of  a  cs^pitulatiou,  nego- 
tiated with  Sweden,  an  ally  of  Denmark, 
to  take  hostile  possession  of  the  island  of 
Zealand.     This  was  the  gravamen  of  the 
charge    against    ministers,   and    nothing 
could  be  fouler.      It  was  said,  that  the 
enemy  had  doiie  worse;  and  some  people 
seemed   to  think,  as  it   was  termed,  of 
*  fighting  the  enemy  with  his  own  wea* 
pons.'     Hi*,  hoped  and  trusted,  that  never 
would  be  the  case.     In  fact,  we  could  not 
fight  with  such  weapons,  to  advantage. 
They  were  not  understood  by.  us,  and  he 
hoped  they  nevej-  would.     For  what  were 
these  weapons  ?     A  total  ind  i fTerence  about 
good  faith,  a  perpetual  violation  of  truth, 
a   systenmlic  outrage  of  huhianity   and 
justice;  in  a  word,  a  contempt  of  every 
principle  of  private  morality  and  public 
law. 

INIr:  Ponsonhy,  though  sensible  of  the  just 
rebuke  of  the  right  hon.  secretary  i>pon 
himself  ♦nud   his  colUagnes;    that  th«;y 
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tvere  grown  dry  in  Hie  debate ;  fhat  they 
%vere  ^iiite  exKansted  ia  language,  and  re- 
quired the  Promethean  fire  of  the  Moni* 
tear  to  reldndle  them  into  actiyity ;  coukl 
never  admit  that  any  such  imputation  was 
ever  likely  to  attach  to  the  right  hon.  6e« 
cretary  himaelf.  No ;  that  right  hon. 
gent/i  ideas  were  so  numerous  that  they 
could  not  in  a  moment  be  pat  in  array. 
The  man  who  had  tew  ideas  could  easily 
aummon  them  into  action,  particularly 
when  by  perpetual  practice  they  were 
drilled  in  all  the  evolutions  of  the  dispu- 
tant. The  right  hon.  gent,  was  ■  such  an 
economist  in  thoughts,  and  such  a  prodigal 
in  words,  thtt  he  could  feel  no  embarrass- 
ment in  debate.  He  could  upon  any  oc- 
casion bring  fom-ard  that  chain  of  words 
which  jingled  in  the  ear,  but  which  rarely 
affected  the  understanding,  and  never  ap- 
proached the  heart ;  and-  some  of  his  par- 
dsans  might  call  it  eloquence.--^The  right 
hon.  gent.  animadvcit«d,,in  terms  of  pe- 
culiar pungency,  upon  the  several  parts 
of  the  right  hon.  secretary's  speech.  He 
particularly  pointed  out  his  disposition  to 
quote  garbled  extracts  to  suit  his  object ; 
whith  he  illustrated  by  referring  to  the 
quotation  of  the  right  hon.  secretary  this 
evening,  from  the  declaration  of  his  ma- 
jesty relative  to  Denmark.  The  right  hon. 
secretary  only  quoted  a  line  which  spoke 
of  his  majesty's  *  too  long  forbearaiice  and 
moderation :  but  he  declined  to  read  the 
whole  passage,  which  spoke  of '  the  exer- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  country  which 
Were  called  for  at. this  crisis,  and  propor- 
tioned to  the  magnitude  of  the  danger/ 
What,  however,  he  would  ask,  did  this 
exertion  of  '  the  powers  of  the  country,' 
&c.  amount  to  ?  Why,  to  the  attacking  of 
3  neutral  unprepared  power,  bombardinff 
its  capital,  and  taking  away  its  fleet !  Did 
the  right  hon.  secretary  call  this  a  great 
exertion  of  our  power,  or  could  he  call  it 
advantageous?  No;  for  we  had  left  be- 
hind us  a  country  more  hostile  than  it  was 
before  our  theft  was  committed,  and  with 
means  of  hostility  not  very  materially 
diminished.  Was  this,  then,  that  signal 
and  exemplary  exertion.of  our  power,  of 
which  ministers  in  their  public  declaration 
were  so  forward  to  boast  ?  The  conduct  of 
ministers  in  negotiating  with  Sweden  for 
the  occupation  of  Zealand  after  it  should 
be  evacuated  by  our  army  according  to 
the  capitulation,  excited  his  astonishment. 
But  the  doubts  they  affected  to  entertain 
as  to  the  terms' of  the  capitulation  were 
jtiU  more  astonishing.    How  could  they 


'  sappose  Aal  ffeto»  l^iemalti  irfaose  commBOnd 
did  not  extend  beyoiid.Zedland,  tonli  tim^ 
elude  for  the  Danish  go?ernm«it,  of'  that 
he  could  covenant  for  the  restoration  t/t 
Bntinh  property  in  other  parts  of  the 
Danic(h  territory  ?  But,  the  course  of 
ministers  towards  Sweden,  when  it  waft 
proposed,  in  apparent  conformity  with  the- 
capitulation,  to  evacuate  Zealand,  and  to 
which  the  motion  alluded,  was  of  a  niost 
extraordinary  character.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  wished  and  hoped  that  ministers 
would  acquit  themselves  of  the  imputation 
which  attached  to  this^artof  the  transac* 
tion.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  act  Of  much 
greater  turpitude  than  the  attack  upon 
Copenhagen.  It  was,  indeed,  so  constd«»red 
throughout  Europe ;  knd  for  the  honour  of 
the  country,  and  of  ministers  themselves^ 
it  was  highly  desirable  to  contradict  it. 

Mr.  Coming  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  house,  merely  to  put  a  question,  whe* 
ther,  if  the  Moniteuf  should  make  a  charge 
against  the  government  of  this  country, 
such  a  charge  should  become  a  ground 
tor  the  opposition  in  that  house  to  draw 
from  his  majesty's  ministers  a  public  dis« 
closure  of  their  confidential  commtmica* 
tions  with  friendly  powers  ? 

Mr.  Laing  stated,  ^h«t  the  king  of  Swe- 
den indirectly  confirmed  the  accusation 
in  the  Moniteur,  by  saying  he  would  oc* 
cupy  Zealand  with  Swedish  troops  if  he 
thought  it  necessary.  Another  confirma* 
tion  was,  that  it  had  been  matter  of  deli* 
beration  whether  Zealand  could  be  retaiu«> 
ed  by  British  troops,  and  that  the  oflicerft 
consulted  declared  against  the  practica«> 
bility. 

Earl  Tewpie  thought  the  matter  under 
consideration  might  be  brought  within  a 
very  small  compass,  and  docided  by  a  sin" 
gle  question.  That  question  he  should 
put  to  the  ministers;  and  it  was  of  such  n 
character  that  the  country  would  draw  its 
conclusion  as  much  from  silence  s»  froi* 
an  answer.  Ministers  were  most  seriously 
accused  of  intending  to  break  or  evade  a. 
solemn  capitulation.  Now,  he  would  ask, 
was  there,  or  was  there  not,  any  negotia-^ 
tion  with  Sweden,  or  any  foreign  povrer» 
to  occupy  Zealand  after  our  troops  were 
bound  to  evacuate  it,  pursuant  to  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation? — No  answer  W^ 
made.  . 

The  question  being  loudly  called:  for, 
the  gallery  was  cleared,  and  the  house 
divided. ,  The  numbers  were,  Ayes  85  ;; 
Noes  lfi4 ;  Majority  99- 
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ROt)S£   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  Fdf.  96.. 

[Army  Estimates.]  The  house  havmg 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

The  Secretary  of  War  rose  for  the  pur- 
j)ose  of  moving  the  Army  Estimates.  All 
that  he  thought  it  necessary  to-  do  was,  to 
state  the  particulars  in  which  the  present 
Estimates  differed  from  those  of  last  year. 
The  estiniates  now  before  the  comftiittee 
were  classed  under  the  following  heads : 

Numbera.  Great  Britain.          Ireland, 

land  Fonces  (Including  vat  ions  /.          '*  </.         £.       /.   d, 

Cootingcacics}.*. 200,831  6,8^)2,932   9    1    1«38£>,067  II    6 

Jtegimeiits  inthcEatt 

IndiM ^ 30.884  fi)l,3^    8.9 

Troopi  and  Comp^aiet    - 

for  reamitlnc  ditto...       437  23,Sd|  IS   9 

Embodied  Militia.A 108,3U4  %'m,^61   0    4       816.408  1*7    6 

tuff- tnd  Garriions..^.. 363,902   6   5        69,502    1    4 

full  Pay   to    Supernumerary 

offieen. .       3«,2i3  2  »  tts    i    9 

Public  Departments  ...M 188,680  19    <i         .8,9J1  14 — 

Half  Pay : 209,750  —  —       26,7:j2   h    i 

In-Peasioners  of  Chelsea  and 

Kllmainham  Hospitals 40.9f9  13  10        16.9^12  17    3 

Out.peosioners  of  IXk ^l^A^Q    9    2.        4^.K78    »    6 

Widows  Pensions 40.495  10    6  6.000 

Volunteer  corps '  6.V1.000 6U,4«7 

foreign  corps 22,125  795  617    3    2         7i<,911    3  10 

S«y«l  Militacy  Cotlege  21.5-25  17    4. 

Royal  Military  Asylum   19,1^03    9    3 

Ailoiranccs  to    aeitired    and 

Officiating  Chaplains  16,000  —  —  .      e.8i2    5    3 

Medicines  and  Hospital  Kx* 

peaces........ , lOO.OOo 18,676    8    9 

Compassionate  List .         13,500 

Barrack  Department  (Ireland)  "^                             449,262  13   5 
Commissariat  Department 

(Ireland)  190,253    7    4 

Total...  36':,661       11,670,404    2    9'  3,773,664  19    4 
Deduct  the  Regiments 
ID  thft  gait  ladles...    30.884    ■      691,525    8   9 

Heourios  to  be  pro-    ' 

Tided  .......... 331,777        10.978,878  14  —    3,773,664  19    4 

Sereral  particulars  with  respect  to  march- 
ing-money, innkeepers  allowances,  and 
some  other  items,  it  was  difficult  to  make 
out  in  the  way  of  exact  account.  But  as 
&r  as  that  could  be  done  it  had  been.  The 
principal  alteration  ^n  point  of  charge 
arose  from  the  care  that  had  been  taken 
t<o  transfer  from  the  aitny  extraordinaries, 
every  thing  that  could  be  made  a  subject 
of  estimate.  He  had  the-  satisfaction  to 
state,  that  the  army  which  tlie  house  was 
now  called  on  to  provide  for  wjs,-  in  point 
of  discipline,  ^qual  to  any  army  in  the 
world,  and  iri  point  of  numbers  superior  to 
any  this  country  had  ever  had.  The 
amount  was  in  regulars  and  militia  not  less 
than  300,000  men.  There  was  albo  a 
CTeater  proportion  of  eftective  men  than 
£^'  ever  been  known,  and  the  actual 
amount  of  force  was  as  near  the  establish- 
ment as  was  possible.  The  increase  from 
last  year  consisted  chiefly  in  British  regu- 
lar disposable  infantry,  that'  most  efficient 
description  of  force.  The  eftective  force 
was  within  13,000  of  the  establishment; 
an  approximation  scarcely  ever  known  be- 
fore. The  Qftvalry  was  on  the  same  foot- 
V01.X. 


ing  as  last  year.,  Some  trifling  reductToil 
was  intended,  but  not  sufficient  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  estimate.  The  wag^ 
gon  train  was  reduced  to  500  horses.  It 
had  been  proposed  last  year,  but  the  era" 
pioyment  of  the  number  of  horses  and 
waggons  now  kept  up,  was  more  economic 
than  the  hiring  of  waggons  to  do  the  nev> 
cessary  work.  The  men  were  trained  to 
arms^  and  it  wa»  desirabje  to  keep  them  in 
his  majesty's  service;  The  next  article 
was  the  militia,  which,  he  was  happy  to 
say,  was  as  near  its  full  complement  as 
ever,  after  having  given  to  the  line  a^  ad<>> 
dition  of  24,000  disciplined  tnen.  The 
Volunteer  Estimate'  was  ttie  same  as  that 
of  last  year,  with  the  addition  of  the  charge 
for  Inspecting  Field  Officefrs.  With  re- 
spect to  Foreign  Corps,  a  small  addition  had 
been  made  to  the  German  Legion,  but  liot 
such  as  to  make  any  difference  in  the  effeC'- 
tive  force,  which  was  still  the  same.  In  the 
Royal  Military  College  a  Board  of  Gene- 
ral Officers  had  thought  fit  to  make  a  small 
increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Officers, 
and  to  augment  the  StaflP.'  He  trusted  this 
establishinent  would  be  preserved,  in- 
creased, and  made  permanent.  In  every 
military  country  there  were  establish- 
ments of  this  description,  and  in  no  coun- 
tiy  were  they  so  much  wanted  as  they 
were  in  this,  m  which  there  were  not  the 
same  opportunities  that  the  continent  pos- 
sessed of  observing  and  comparing  the 
merits  and  defects  of  a- number,  of  armiea, 
and  selecting  whatever  was  good  frofn  the 
practice  of  each.  After  recapitulating  the 
several  items  of  increase,  'the  risrht  lion, 
secretary  concluded  with  moving,  '*•  Tliat 
i2-i.,000  effective  men  be  voted  for  the 
service  of*  guards  and  garrisons,  &c.  for 
366  days,  from  1st  Jan.  1808,  to  1^  Jan. 
180P,  both  inclusive.*' 

Mr.  Cakrbft  asserted,  that  all  his. appre- 
hensions of  the  disorgivni2ation  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  the  incvea.se  of  the  bomitics  by  the 
Volunteering  were  madu  good;  of  10,000 
men  that  had  volunteered  from  the  British 
militia,  only  1 600  had  <!ntcred  for  life, 
and  most  of  them  vbein?  superanfiuaied,  en- 
tered for  life  to  get  the  additional  bounty, 
in  the  confidence  of  being  discharged 
again  before  the  7  years  should  elapse. 
He  allowed  the  militia  would  be  filled  up 
again  by  May,  but  not  without  infinite 
hardship  to  those  classes  of  the  peojde 
that  ought  to  be  particularly  sp  •red. 

Mr«  Win4ham  admitted  that  the.estU 
matfes,  from  the  ap.  roachingsex:.iiT4tion  of 
the  Mutiny  act,  ii;\:st  Be  voted  without 
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'  delay.  Still  he  thought  it  hard  to  be 
called  on  to  vote  them  when  they  had  not 
been  24  hours  p/inted ;  and  vihen  some  of 
the  most  important  returns  wefe  tiot  yet 
printed.  lie  blamed  the  precipitancy 
with  whicU  the  most  important  public 
measures  were  pressed  forward,  without 
•flufiicient  infortiiation>  and  without  suffi- 
cient opportunities^' of  discussion.-^ After 
some  further  conversation,  the  various  items 
of  the  Estimate  were  put  and  carried. 

[Ordnance   Estimates,]     Mr.  Ashify 

-  Cooper  next  moved  the  estimate  for  Ord* 

nance  service,  amounting  to  5,S00,000/. 

Mr.  Cakraft  wished  for  some  explana- 
•t;on  how  this  estimate  could  exceed,  by 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half,  that  which  he 
himself  had  brought  forward  when  in  of- 
fice, about  a  year  since. 

Mr.  Cooper  explained,  that  it  arose  from 
arrears  of  former  years,  and  accumulated 
exceedings  not  provided  for  under  the 
heads  of  debt  to  the  navy  departments  for 
stores  famished;  exceedings  of  former 
estimates  for  Ireland ;  expedition  to  Copen- 
hagen ;.  works  at  Chatham,  Woolwich,  and 
Dover,  with  various  items,  which  lie 
stated. 

Mr.  Colcrafi  thanked  the  hon.  fjent.  for 
the  explanation  which  it  was  his  own  duty 
to  ask  ;  but  there  were  sortie  other  points 
■of  enormous  expenditure,  and  particularly 
.  the.  Drivers'  corps,  in  which  he  was  not  sa- 
tisfied, and  which  he  should  take  another 
opportunity  of  bringing  forward  for  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Welkdey  Pole  vindicated  the  whole 
of  the  •'Stimate,  and  said  the  artillery  of 
this  country  had  l attained  a  pitch  of  effi- 
ciency under  the  auspicesof  lord  Chatham, 
*not  only  unparalleled  at  any  former  pe- 
riod, but  superior  to  any  other  train  of 
Ordnance  now  in  Europe.  It  consisted 
of  6000  men,  with  4000  horses  attached, 
and  nil  in  such  a  state  of  discipline  and 
.  equipment,  as  to  enable  them  to  oppose  a 
force  of  artillery  against  any  enemy  who 
should  land  in  thiA  countiy,  in  one -third 
the  time,  and. with  more  than  triple  the 
effbct  that  could  be  done  at  ^rry  former 
'  period. — ^The  question  upon  the  estimate 
•  was  then  put  and  carried. 

[Papers  relating  to  Denmark.]  Mr. 
Secretary  (^Sawnwg',  pursuant  to  notice,  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  for  copies  or 
extracts  of  any  dispatches  that  had  been 
sent  in  Nov.  or  Dec.  1806,  by  Mi\  Gar- 
like,  his  majesty's  minister  to  the  court  of 
Denmark,  to  his  majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  aiiairs^  relating  to  the  ac- 


tual or  intended  invasion. of  Hobtein  by 
the  army  of  France.  It  was  also  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  the  several  other  Pa- 
pers from  which  he  had  quoted  passsM^ea 
to  the  house  on  a  former  occasi^.  His 
object  was  by  producing  the  documents* 
to  correct  those  misconstructions  which  , 
had  been  put  upon  his  conduct  and  lan- 
guage in  that  instance.  As  he  did  not.feel 
it  necessary  to  make  loiy  further  observa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  motion,  he  should 
barely  raove,^that  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  &c — On  the 
motion  being  pqt. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  he  had  been 
one  of  those  who,  on  the  former  occasion* 
in  part  persuaded  by  the  arguments  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  and  in  part  irom  his  own 
conviction,  had  resisted  the  production  of 
tl^ese  Papers.  I\^othing  that  had  since  oc- 
curred had  altered  his  opinion.  If  these 
papers  were  necessary  to  be  produced,  a 
great  many  more  would  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  set  the  persons  who  were  con- 
cerned right  with  the  public.  These 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  justify  Mr.  Gar- 
like, who  could  not  be  set  right  with  the 
publig  but  by  the  production  of  all  his 
dispatches,  down  to  the  time  of  the  expe- 
dition to  Copenhagen. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  could  with  difficulty  ob- 
ject to  the  production  of  any  papers  that 
might  be  nccessaiy  for  the  justification  of 
any  hon.  gent.'s  conduct.  But  he  had  not 
so  much  respect  for  the  feelings  of  any 
indf^idual,  as  to  think  that  the  public  ser- 
vice should  be- sacrificed  to  them.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  made  his  extracts 
from  the  papers,  to  shew  that  there  had 
been  a  hostile  feeling  in  Denmark,  and 
that  this  opinion  of  the  present  ministers  . 
had  been  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  the  • 
late  administration.  But  Mr.  GarAke's 
dispatches  dated  in  Nov. -and  Dec.  1806. 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  his  purpose,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  produce  all  the  dis- 
patches that  had  been  received  down  to 
the  time  of  the  expedition.  A  suspicion 
might  have  been  entertained  in  1806, 
which  had  afterwards  been  removed,  and 
something  of  this  descriptibh  had,  he  be- 
Heyed,  taken  j^ce,  because  in  the  coiik* 
mencement  of  1 807,  a  large  fleet  had  been 
collected,  intended  for  the  Baltic,  whfch 
had  afterwards  been  sent  on  various  other 
destinations,  when  the  suspicion  respect- 
ing Denmark  had  been  removed.  •  The 
right,  hon.  gent,  first .  endeavoured  to  jus- 
tify the  expedition,  and  then  he  came  to 
justify  himself ;  but  he  could  not  justify 
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himself,  unless  he  produced  all  the  papers. 
He  had  thought  the  hon.  gent,  had  intend- 
ed* to  produce  all  the  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Garlike,  \)ut  if  he  should  not,  he  gave 
him  notice  that  he  would  again  rote  for 
the  production  of  those  papers  whjch  he 
had  before  made  motions  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Tiiffrn^  felt  compassion  for  the  right 
hon.  ^entlemenopposite,whomhe  beheld  in 
the  pitiable  situation  of  being  called  upon 
now  to  vote  for  what  they  had  rejected  but 
two  or  three  weeks  since.  This  was  the 
first  instance  in  which  snch  a  proceeding 
had  taken  place  in  parliament.  The  rigKt 
hon.  gent,  had  first  resisted  the  production 
of  the  papers  on  public  grounds,  and  after- 
wards when  called  for  on  private  grounds, 
for  the  justification  of  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Howick) ;  hut  now  that  the  right  lion. 
gent.'s  own  character  was  touched,  he  was 
ready  to  produce  the  papers.  He  was 
glad  the  right  hon.  gent,  at  length  shewed 
such  a  laudable  attention  to  character^  and 
thought  it  worth  preserving.  But,  leaving 
private  character  out  of  the  question,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  more  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  character  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  than  to  that  of  his  noble  predecessor, 
who  had  served-his  maj.  in  the  same  office, 
with  as  much  fidelity,  as  the  right  hon, 
gent.  The  efiect  oftne  proceeding  of  the^ 
right  hon.  gent,  would  be  to  shew  that  that' 
house  was  the  instrument  of  the  secretary 
of  state.  Had  any  thing  occurred  since  the 
former  vote,  to  shew  that  there  was  less 
danger  in  the  production  of  the  papers  now 
than  at  that  period  ?  The  character  of  Mr. 
Garlike,  to  whom  public  character  must 
be  so  dear,  could  not  be  justified  but  by 
the  production  of  all  the  papers.  If  the 
right,  hon.  gent,  should  not  consent  to  that, 
he  would  compromise  the  character  of  the 
house  by  the  refusal.  Let  the  house  see 
in  that  the  danger  ofraising  men  too  high, 
let  them  see  the  degraded  and  disgraced 
state  to  which  they  would  be  reduced,  and 
which  would  sink  them  in  the  estimation 
of  their  country,  and  perhaps  of  the  sove- 
reima  himself.     (A  loud  cry  of  order.) 

The  ^eaher  declared  his  disapprobation 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.  \  ^nd  for  this  reasdn,  because  he  ap- 
peared to  be  expressing  an  opinion  of  the 
sovereign  on  the  conduct  of  an  individual 
in  that  house. 

Mr.  -TVenwy  was  not  conscious  of  having 
Viy  such  intention,  but  having  been  inter- 
rupted in  the  chain  of  what  he  had  to 
state  to  the  house,  declined  proceeding, 
declaring  that  nothing  had«occun'ed  in  the 


few  last  weeks  to  justify  the  alteration  of 
the  course  then  adopted  bv  the  house. 

The  Vote  of  the  Sth  ot^  Feb.  was  then 
read,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adam ;  and  the 
Speaker  decided,  that  if  the  paper  now 
Q^oved  for  was  that  which  had  been  in  the 
former  instance  rejected,  the  house  could 
not  now  vote  for  it,  but  it  would  be  for 
the  house  to  judge  how  far  the  present, 
paper  was  more  or  less  than  that  which 
had  been  refused  in  that  case. — After  a 
short  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  or- 
der, relative  to  comments  upon  the  ex- 
pressions of  Mr.  Tierney,  which  had  not 
been  taken  down,  but  which  the  Speaker 
decided  might  be  made  tl^e  •  subject  o^ 
comment  by  way  of  explanation,  though 
not  the  ground  of  a  decision  of  the 
house. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposed  or  suppoited  the  mo- 
tion of  his  right  hon.  friend,  [it  was  inti- 
mated across  the  table  that  they  supported 
it.  ]  Then,  he  cou Id  not  see  how  his  learned 
friend's  question  upon  the  order,  by  re- 
quiring,the  entry  ofthe  vote  of  the  8th  of 
Feb.  to  be  read,  could  be  construed  into 
a  support  of  the  motion.  The  house  would 
perceive,  that  the  production .  of  ^  these 
Papers  would  be  a  source  of  disappoint- 
ment to  the  gentlemen  opposite,  because 
it  would  depifive  them  of  the  foundation 
of  much  declamation,  in  accusing  his  right 
hon.  friend  of  having  made  garbled  cx-^ 
tracts.  The  Papers  had  never  been  re- 
fused on  public  grounds.  They  had  been 
asked  for  to  prove  that  his  right  hou, 
friend  had  misrepresented  the  contents  of 
lord  Howick's  dispatches,  which  he  had , 
i^ot  done,  and  it  was  on  that  ground  that 
they  had  been  demanded  and  refused,  be- 
cause the  granting  them  on  that  occasion  - 
would  have  been  an  admission  on  his  part 
of  the  misrepresentation.  If  the  Papers 
liad  been  demanded  on  otlier  grounds,  hia 
right  hon.  friend  would  not  have  objected 
to  their  production.  What  had  been  said 
would,  he  trusted,  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  house  of  the  propriety  of  his  dghthoo«' 
friend's  motion. 

Mr.  Windhofli  observed,  that  the  hon* 
gentlemen  opposite  shewed  a  disposition 
to  laugh,  though  their  mirth  resembled 
the  singing  of  children  in  the  dark,  to  shew 
they  were  not  aiVaid«  He  contended,  with 
his  right  hon.  fi-iend,  that  the  house  would, 
by  their  proceeding,  be  placed  in  a  situa-^ 
tion  of  indignity,  and  he  lamented  that 
the  forms  oi'  the  hou;ie  did  not  admk  oi 
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ascertaining  who  would  follow  the  example 
-of  the  hon.  gent.  The  papers  had  been 
refused  on  public  and  private  grounds, 
and  were  now  to  be  grai^ted>  because  the 
character  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  been 
touched.  They  ought  to  hare  been  pro- 
duced to  clear  up  the  character  of  the 
late  foreign  secretary  equally  as  well  as 
the  present.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
argued,  to  shew,  that  many  more  papers 
were  necessary  to  be  produced,  in  order 
to  justify  the  right  hon.  secretary,  or  to  do 
justice  to  the  characters  of  those  who  had 
.  been  misrepresented. 

Lord  Castlereoffh  entered  his  protest 
against  the  doctrine  laid  down'oA  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  that  no  papers 
should  be  reiiised  but  such,  as,  if  produced, 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  service. 
Nothing  was  more  common  than  to  refuse 
papers  when  no  adequate  or  sufficient 
ground  was  laid  for  the  production. 

Mr.  Sffcridan  had  thought,  •  when  his 
right  hon.  friend  introduced  his  motions 
-without  dny  obserrationsy  that  it  was  a 
bad  plan.  But  from  the  line  of  argument 
pursued  by  the  noble  lord,  and  the'  rt.  hon. 
gent,  on  either  side  of  him,  he  could  not 
but  applaud  that  course  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  and  he  was  sure  that  his  risht  hon. 
friend  would  have  been  well  pleased,  if 
^his  friends  had  practised  the  same  tacitur- 
nity with  himself.  He  defied  the  noble 
lora  to  produce  any  reason  now  that 
would  not  have  applied  equally  against 
the  papers  in  the  former  instan5:e,  and  ar- 
guea  at  some  length*  to  prove  that  the 
papers  then  moved  for  would  neither  be 
sufficient  to  the  purpose  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  nor  to  acquit  the  character  of  Mr. 
Garlike  ;  and  concluded  with  an  amend- 
ment for  the  production  of  all  the  com- 
munications M-hich  had  been  received  in 
the  course  of  last  year, — A  conversation 
followed,  in  which  Mr.  Bart kes  observed, 
.  that  the  arh  end  ment  could  not  be  received, 
as  being  word  for  word  the  same  as  a  mo- 
tion already  rejected. 

The  SpmJcer  confirmed  the  observation 
of  Mr.  Bankes,  as  to  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  though 
pome  papers  which  had -been  refused  were 
included  in  his  motion,  the  motion  was 
in  form,  very  different  from  any  before 
offered. 

Mr.  Tifmcy  proposed  to  adjourn  the  de- 
bate,, on  the  point  of  order. 

'  Mr.  Adam,  by  moving  that  the  entry  on 
the  journals,  with  respect  to  the  former 
motion,  should  be  read,  did' not  mean  that 


the  rejection  at  that  time  should  preclude 
the  houseirom  adopting  the  motion ;  but 
he  wished  the  house  to  bear  in  ound  all 
that  had  been  done  in  this  case^  when  h9 
should  come  to  offer  his  intended  profMK. 
sitions  to  fix  the  practice  of  the  hooae* 
He  recommended  that  the  amendment 
should  be.  offered  again  in  such  a  focni 
that  the  house  could  receive  it 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved  the  amendment  vx 
a  form  different  from  that  in  which  ih* 
papers  mentioned  in  it  had  been  formerly 
refused. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cannir^  denied  that  b» 
had  made  any  accusation  against  lord  HcS^ 
wick,  by  quoting  his  dispatch,  consequent- 
ly there  was  no  necessity  for  producing 
the  papers  as  a  vindication,  when  no  charge 
was  made.  He  had  merely  m^^  the  (juo* 
tation  to  shew  that  it  was  in  lord  Howick'a 
contemplation,  that  if  the  French  should 
enter  Holstein,  Denmark  might  possibly 
compromise  for  the  occupation  ofZealam 
by  French  troops.  The  present  motion 
stood  on  different  groynds ;  and  he  trust- 
ed the  house  would  see  reason  to  producA 
it,  upon  the  principle  on  which  it  Was  now* 
asked  for,  without  at  the  same  ume  passm^p 
the  amendment.  His  majesty's  ihinisters 
rested  their  defence  of  the  proceedings 
against  Copenhagen,  upon  the  informaitioa 
already  produced,  upon  existing  circum- 
stances, and  the  notoriety  of  what  the  enen 
my  had  done  in  similar  cases.  The  whole 
of  our  diplomatic  correspondence  was  not 
to  be  ripped  up :  it  was  enough,  if  what 
was  material  to  the  ease  in  question  was 
produced. — ^After  some  further  debate,  thc( 
nouse  divided — For  the  Amendment  40. 
Against  it  1 10~Another  division  took  place 
on  the  original  motion.  For  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Papers  140.  Against  it  Q«. 
Majority  131. 

in  consequence  of  the  above  motion* 
the  following  papers  were,  on  the  5th  of 
March,  presented  to  the  house,  by  Mr, 
Secretary  Canning :  viz. 

PAPERS 

RELATING  TO  DENMARK. 

No.  I,— Dispatch  from  Bcn^,  Garlike, 

esq.  his  majesty's  envoy  extraordinary 

and   minister   plenipotentiary  to   thc^ 

court  of  Denmark^  to  vise.  Qowick^ 

dated  Copeubagf^it  I  lib  NoT^  I806. 

— Received  29th  Nov. 

My  lord ;  Your  Idp.  will  have  received 

accounts  of  an  affair  which  has  takefi.plac^ 

on  the  Holstein  froatierj  between  the  Da« 
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.  My  lord ;  The  answer  required  by  th^ 
priiice  royal  of  Denmark  to  his  representor 
lions  Xo  M.  de  Murat,  has  been  received. 
He  retorts  on  the  Danish  troops  the  accu* 
sation  of  violating  their  neutrality,  but  de- 
clares that  he  had  do  intention  to  coinmil 
hostilities  against  Denmark;  and  has  thd 
mot-e  reason  to  regret  tlie  mistake,  as  h^ 
has  lost  one  of  his  best  officers  in  the  ac« 
tion.  This  answer  is  considered  as  satis- 
factory. The  loss  on  the  Danish  side 
amounts  to  ,25  men  killed.  The  French 
escort  given  to  gen.  Evald,  on  his  return  to 
the  Danish  advanced  guard,  carried  off  h^ 
horse,  his  watch,  and  some  other  articles. 
Two  of  the  officers,  maj.  Griioerand  lieut, 
Schow,  are  returned  to  their  posts;  but 
lieut.  col.  Kardorff  is  missing.  The  Frencl^ 
troops  (marauders)  have  also  committed 
further  depredations  on  the  Danish  terri- 
tory, have  burnt  a  village,  plundered  the 
estate,  and  destroyed  the  cattle  belonging 
lo  count  Bernstorff.    I  have,  &c. 

B.  Garhke. 
No.  3.— ^-Extract  ^f  a  Dispatch  from. 
Beiij.  Garlike,  esq.  to  vise.   Howick/ 
dated  Copenhagen,  14th  Nov.  130& 
-—Received  29th  Nov.' 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Idp. 
that  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
impress  count  Berustorff  with  the  sentiments ' 
contained  in  your<  lordship's  dispatch,   of 
No.  3  *,  and  it  is  with  extreme  regret  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  desired 
strccess.-— Although    the  progress  of   the 
French  arms  opposite  the  very  coasts  of 
Denmark,  the  insults  and  hostility  commit- 
ted on  the  Danish  frontier,  and*  the  Pi-o- 
^claraation  of  gen.  Mortier  to  the  people  of 
Hesse,  ar.e  facts  more  powerful  than  any  . 
language  I  could  use,  and  with  sentiments 
of  grief  must  excite  those  of  the  keenest  re- 
sentment; it  does  not  apppear  that  the 
Danish  govermneut  are  more  disposed  to 
prepare  against  theiuflrction  of  similar  vio- 
lence and  dishonour;  on  the  contraiy,  that 
they  derive  from  those  events  the  coofirma- 
tion  of  their  present  system  of  neutrality, 
and  the  still  stricter  observance  of.  all  its 


oish  troops  and  those  of  France ;  of  which 
1  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  following  par- 
ticulars.— On  tlie  6'th  inst.  a  corps  of  Prus- 
sians, imder.  the  command  of  gen.  Blucher, 
were  on  their  way  to  take  refuge  in  the 
town  of  Xubeck.    They  were  pursued  by 
a  Frencb  corps  under  the  command  of  gen  j 
Murat.     The  object  of  the  latter  was  to 
turn  tlie  wing  of  the  .Prussians  in  order  to 
intercept  their  passage.    In  attempting  this 
manosuvre  the  French  troops  crossed   a 
strip  of  Danish  territory^  and,  heedless  of 
the  notice  .given   by  the  advanced  posts, 
brought  01:  a'skirmisii,  in  which  2  or  3  per- 
sons w«re  killed  on  both  sides,  and  2  Da- 
nish cannon  taken.    Three  Danish  officers, 
lieut.  col.  Kardorff,  commander  of  a  batta- 
lion of  light  iijfantry ;  maj.  Gruner,  aide 
de  camp  to  the  prince  royal;  and  lieuti 
Schow,    adj.  to  col.  Kardorff,  who  were 
proceeding  in  an  open  Holstein  carriage  to 
the  Danish,  advanced  guard  commanded  by 
maj,  gen.  Evald,  were  also  niade  prisoners 
by  the  enemy.— Ge«,  Evald    proceeded 
bimself  to  gen.  Murat,  to  learn  the  cause  of 
what  had  happened;  he.  was  coarsely  re- 
ceived, and  informed,  possibly  w^th  more 
baste  thai?  reflection,  that  the  French  troops 
would  pursue  their  enemies  wherever  they 
were  to  be  found.     On  gen.  JJvaUl's  re- 
turn, the  prince  royal  dispatched  an  aide  de 
cairip,  capt.  Romeiing  of  the  engineers,  to 
acquaint  gen.  Murat,  that  the  king  his  fa- 
ther having  entrusted  the  army  on  the  fron- 
tier to  his  command,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  his  majesty  aad  to  the  army  to  require 
satisfactiou  for  the  insult.— Since  tliese  first 
accounts  readied  Copenhagen,    a  packet 
boat  has  arrived  from  Kiel,. and  it  is  pre- 
tcuded  that'  the  answer  returned  by  gen. 
Murat  has  been  deemed  satisfactory  by  the 
prince  royal;  but  1  am  unable  to  ascertain 
this  latter  circumstance  before  the  post  goes 
out. — The  Danish  troops  on  the  advanced 
post  are  chasseurs;  the  colour  of  their  uni- 
form (green)  is  diftereiit  from  that  ot^  the 
rest  of  tJie  arpiy.     Some  persous  here  are 
willing,  therefore,  to  persuade  themselves 
that  the  Danish  troops  were  mistaken  for 
Pru^ians ;  and  in  the  same  manner  to  ac- 
count for  a  blow  -of  a  sabre  given  to  a.  Da- 
nish officer  in  a    Danish  village  through 
which  tiie  Fuencb  were  pass'mg.     It  is  pre- 
sumed the  officers  are  relied.  I  have,  &c. 
B.  Gaeukk, 
No.  IL-^Dispatcb  from  Beuj.  G^riike, 
esqv  to  vise  Howick»  dated  Copenha- 
gen, UtbNav*  laoe.— Received  Sflth 
Nov. 


*  This  Dispatch  is  verbatim  the  ^ama 
with  the  Dispatch  lo  Mr.  Pierrepoiut,  No, 
2.  of  the  Papers  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons^  by  bis  majesty's  command^  ia 
pursuance  of  their  Address  of  the.  t6tU  o£ 
Feb  ;  with  the  variation  only  of  "  Court  of 
Copenhagea"  for  "  Court  of  Stockholm." 
Seep.  621  • 
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obligations. — Such  at  least  is  the  language 
which,  iu  explanation  of  that  .neutrality,  the 
Danbb  ministers  think  it  riglit  to  hold  to 
ine.  They  do  not,  however,  shut  their 
jeyes  on  the  scene  before  them  ;  they  know 
what  they  may  expect  from  the  wanton 
abuse  of  the  power  of  France;  or  what  is. 
worse,  from  the  deterreine<l  method  and 
perseverance  with  which  France  is  subduing 
'the  states  aud  directing  the  resources  of  t(ie 
continent  against  G.  Britain.—-!  have  dwelt 
on  these 'topics  in  fofmal  conference  and 
familiar  conversation  with  count  Bemstorff, 
as  also  in  the  frecpient  occasions  I  have  of 
seeing  •— *  and  the  ministers  of  the  cabinet. 
They  tfvow  the  precarious  tenour  even  of 
their  present  disturbed  existence ;  but  their 
fears  are  |)aramount;  they  consider  the 
Prussian  monarchy  as  annihilated  for  the 
present,  and  believe  if  they  resolve  on  fur- 
ther measures  of  defence,  that  they  would 
draw  on  this  country  the  wont  consequen- 
ces that  may  be  apprehended.-^In  the 
mean  time,  they  regard  the  actual  state  of 
Denmark  as  .of  the  ytmost  importance  to 
tl<e  allies;  and  persuade  themselves  that 
for  tlie  sake  of  the  common  cause,  as  well 
as  of  Denmark,  it  behoves  them  to  adopt 
BO  measure  which  may  augment  their  dif- 
ficulties, or  hasten  the  disasters  the^r  would 
avert.  They  therefore,  conclude,  that  their 
best  polky  will  be  the  cohtiauation  of  their 
present  defensive  system,  and  of  their  reli- 
ance on  the  friendship  of  G.  Britain,  and 
Russia;  of  which  policy  they  say  the  merit 
add  best  effect  would  be  the  assistance  of 
those  powers  wUen  Denmark  is  endangered 
by  an  attack  fcom  France.  I  asked  couiit 
Bernstbrff  the  direct  question.  If  it  was  iu-' 
tended  to  arm  «uch  a  part  of  the  fleet  as 
might  be  useful  in  defeating  an  expedition 
from  the  ports  now  falling  into  the  haiids 
of  France?  He  replied,  that  this  was  not 
tb^  season.— Disposed  as  your  hip.  may  be 
to  allow  for  these  apprel^ensions  in  the  pre- 
sent calamities  of  the  north  of  Germany, 
and  to  coincide  with  the  Danish  ministers 
as  to  the  readiness  of  G.  Britain  and  Russia 
to  afford  every  practicable  assistance  against 
the  enemy,  you  will  probably  not  less  la- 
ment that  no  preparations  have  hitherto 
been  made,  in  concert  with  the  natural 
allies  of  Denmark,  either  to  resist  a  sudden 
attack,  or  to  impede  the  gradual  encroach- 
ments France  will  continue  to  mdke^  till  she 
18  in  an  attitude  to  require  .the  exclusion  of 
British  ships  from  Danish  ports,  aud  the 
surrender  of  tlie  Copenhagen  dock-yard  to 
her  purposes  against  G.  Britain.-*-By  pre- 


paratmns  I  do  not  so  much  mean  a  display 
of  military  force  which  this  court  calls  a 
defiance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  seeking  of 
their  own  undoing,  as  some  previous  con- 
cert, some  signal  tor  succour  or  combmed 
operations,  sotne  stipulated  degree  or  dis* 
position  of  force,  some  security  to  the 
powers  at  war,  for  the  proper  application 
of  the  iissistance  they  may  be  able  to  fur- 
nish.—I  have  this  day  urged  these  remarks^ 
and  it  is  readily  allowed,  that  however  well- 
dbposed  the  powe^  on  whom  Denmark 
may  rely  in  the  hour  of  danger,  the  great* 
est  inconvenience  must  arise  frotn  distance 
and  delay ;  and  that  in  such  anemei^ncy, 
whatever  is  irresolute,  or  timid,  or  bad. 
will  endeavour  to  perplex  the  public  coau- 
c[k,  for  want  of  a  direct  recourse  to  a 
steady  and  provident  system. — Yet  the 
Danish  ministers  shrink  at  all  ap|)earauce 
of  concert,  and  at  the  responsibility  of  a 
written  engagement.  They  dread  the  ef- 
fects of  its  publkity,  which  they  think  una- 
voidable ;  and  as  count  Bemstorff  has  told 
me,  believe  that  the  mere  suspicion  of  such 
a  concert,  though  conceived  for  the  duties 
of  defence  alone^  would  on  sueh  an  occa- 
sion as  that  of  the  6th  inst.  have  determined 
immediate  war  against  Denmark.-^!  should 
think  it  unnecessary  to  lay  these .  remarks 
before  your  Idp.  if  I  bad  not  to  make  the 
melancholy  addition,  that  several  of  tlie 
principal  departments  (I  except  the  minis- 
ters of  the  council  and  for  foreign  affairs) 
as  well  as  many  of  the  inferior  ones  with 
their  dependencies,  are  filled  by  persona  in 
a  state^  of  delusion  and  blind  attachment  to 
the  interests  of  France.  —  Tlte  only  check 
to  the  more  open  di^lay  of  tliese  disposi- 
tk>n$,  is  the  character  of  the  prince  royal. 
,  who  marks  in  the  strongest  terms 


his  sense  of  the  firmness  of  his  royal  high- 
ness, observed  to  me  yesterday,  tliat  the 
mobt  entire  reliance  may  be  placed  on  his 
not  yielding  to  the  proposals  it  may  be  ex- 
pected France  would  make. — But  too  many 
precautions  could  not  perhaps  be  taken 
against  the  efforts  of  deluded  or  ill-dispo* 
scd  persons  to  perplex  or  mislead  the  go- 
vernment in  an  emergency  that  may  well  be 
foreseen,  and  when  no  preconcerted  system 
would  be  opposed  to  such  attempts,  except 
thdt  of  confidence  towards  G.  Britain  and 
Russia ;  which,  however  real  or  well-found- 
ed, is  not  it  seems  to  be  acknowledged  or' 
carried  into  effect,  till  France  is  in  the  act 
of  binding  this  country  never  to  make  the 
attempt.-^Among  the  measures  which  have 
already  been  reconuuended  to  the  atteutlaa 
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of  the  goveromeiity  there  is  one  %vhich  ap- 
pears to  unite  many  opinions  and  interests 
in  this  country ;  namely,- that  in  case  of  an 
attack  from  France;  Holstein,  Sleswick,  and 
Jutland  shall  be  abandoned,  and  the  prin- 
cipal force  be  concentered  in  the  defence 
of  th^  Islands,  (even  with  the  exclusion  of 
Fionia.)  This  projecthas  never  been  men- 
tioned to  me  by  one  of  the  ministers,  but 
laithout  any  reserve  by  several  leading  per- 
sons; and  it  would  be  seriously  supported 
by  many  who  see  the  princiipal  strength  of 
the  monarchy  in  the  island  of  Zealand  ;  Its 
ieet  and  arsenals  in  N.orway,  in  the  West 
India  possessions,  and  in  the  commerce  of 
the  country.  A  military  person  of  rank 
who  has  been  employed  in  a  very  couiiden- 
tial  station,  and  now  fills  an  important  post 
at  this  place,  is  occupied  in  writiu^  a  Me- 
morial to  be  sent  to  tlie  prince,  in  support 
of  this  measure,  withtl^  additional  advice, 
to  put  it  hito  immediate  execution  by  the 
recall  of  the  army  and  the  return  of  the 
prince  royal  tp  Zealand,— From  all  these 
ronsideratitms  your  Idp.  will  best  judge 
how  far  it  may  be  advisable  to  make  a 
joint  formal  representation  on  I  tie  part  of 
his  majesty  and  the  emperor  of  Russia,  for 
the  purpose  of  concerting  with  tliis  country 
the  best  means  of  counteracting  the  projects 
of  France,  which  are  buttoocleaily  avowed 
in  her  practice  and  declarations,  and  be- 
come every  day  more  alarming,  from  tiie 
extent  and  nature  of  her  acquisitions  in  the 
fialtick. —  It  is  indeed  possible  th^t  the 
operations  about  to  commence  in  Poland 
may  suspend  for  awhile  the  intention  of  at- 
tacking this  country;  but  those  o))erati()ns 
tmistsomtjch  the  more  call  for  every  effort 
tliat  may  be  to  be  made,  either  ag.uust  the 
body  of  France,  or  to  prevent  th<»t  success 
in  ~ber  present  undertakings,  which  will 
otherwise  ceilainly  orerwhehn  this  roun- 
tr>'.  — I  shall  conjthiue  in  every  cvt- nt  to  be 
entirely  guided  by  your  lordship's  instruc- 
iionSf  and  to  use '  my  utmost  endp.avonrs 
for  tlH»  success  of  the  objects  to  which  they 
arc  directed. 

No.  IV.—rDispatch  from  viscount  Ilow- 
ick  to  Benj.  Garlike,  esq.  dated  Dow  n- 
ing  Street,  3d  Dec.  18(  6\ 

Sir,  your  dispatches  to  No.  —  inclusive. 
have  been  received  and  laid  before  the 
king.  The  language  of  count  Berustorff 
and  the  Danish  ministers,  as  described  by 
youy  is  such  as  was  naturally  to  he  ex- 
pected from  their  former  policy,  and  from 
tli€  effect  of  the  recent  events  in  the  north 
•f  Germany.    Any  endeavour  to  induce 


Uiem  to  adopt  other  sentiments,  if  indeed 
such  an  attempt  M'ere  •  adviseable,  would; 
at  the  present  moment,  probably  be  with- 
*out  a  hope  of  success. — At  the  time  of 
writing  the  Dispatch  to  which  yodrs  is  a» 
answer,  the  extent  of  those  extraordinary 
misfortunes  which  have  since  happened, 
was  far  from  being  foreseen  or  expected* 
A  hope  was  then  entertained,  though  not 
unmixed  with  doubt  and  apprehension,  that 
the  power  of  the  Prussian  monarchy,  aided 
by  the  neighbouring  states,  and  by  the 
allies,  might  have  opposed  an  effectual  re- 
sistance to  the  armies  of  France.  But 
since  the  afflicting  events  which  have  ended 
in  the  total  dispersion  of  the  Prussian  army^ 
the  question  no  longer  is  whetlier  Denmailc 
should  give  her  aid  to  a  powerful  ally,  but 
whether  she  should,  without  any  continen- 
tal support,  expose  herself  alone  to  the  re- 
sentment of  France/  So  long  as  the  ques- 
tion remains  on  this  footing,  it  cannot  b« 
expected,  nor  is  it  to  be  wished,  that  the 
court  of  Copenhagen  should  take  any  mea- 
sures of  direct  hostility  against  France. 
But  the  care  of  its  own  safety  requires  more  ^ 
vigilance  than  ever.  While  France  abstains 
from  any  attack,  or  from  any  direct  me- 
nace, a  prudent  system  of  neutrality,  which 
shall  net  impair  the  means  of  future  de- 
fence, is  probably  the  best.  But  that  thi« 
forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  French  go« 
vernment  should  last  longer  than  may  ba 
found  convenient  for  the  execution  6f  those 
further  schemes  of  ambition  in  which  Buo- 
naparte is  at  present  engaged,  seems  to  me 
very  improbable.  After- the  accompUsh- 
nient  of  his  more  immediate  -objects,-  de* 
mauds  may  be  expected  equally  mconsis- 
tent  with  the  neutrality  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  Denuvark  ;  and  it  is  for  that  go- 
vernment to  consider  whether  it  will  place 
itself  in  a  situation  to  defend  those  parts 
of  the  Daqish  dominions  which  possess 
effect ual  means  of  resistance,  or  whether  it' 
will  follow  the  example  of  so  many  statesj^ 
which,  by  seeking  safety  in  submission^ 
have  successively  fallen  under  the  dominion 
of  France.  In  looking  forward,  however, 
to  the  probable  conduct  of  France,  there 
is  one  point  which  cannot  be  too  soon  un- 
derstood between  this  government  and  that 
of  Denmark.  Though  his  majesty  must 
experience  the  deepest  regret  from  any  in-i 
terruption  in  the  relations  now  so  happilj  . 
subsistiiig  between  the  two  powers,  it  wouht 
be  impossible  for  the  king  to  acquiesce  id; 
any  arrangement  whereby  Ibe  whole,  or 
any  rnrt,  of  the  Danish  navy  ipigbt  b^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


767]  *         PARL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  26,  IQOS^-^Papcrs  rekiing  to  Denmark.         [7(39 


placed  4it  the  disponf  of  France.  If  there* 
lore  it  shoald  so  happen  that  hi  order  to  se- 
cure the  German  domroions  of  the  Crown 
of  Denmark,  that  power  should  be  induced 
to  cotnply  with' a  demand  of  this  nature, 
his  majesty  conld  not  avoid  taking  such 
Hkeasures  as  in  that  case  wouki  become  in- 
dispensible  for  the  honour  of  his  crown  and 
the  mterests  of  Jiis  people.  Should  any 
question  of  this  sort  arise,  you  will  at  oiice 
state  distinctly  and  unequivocally  the  feelings 

'  of  this  government  upon  it.  But  the  king 
is  far  from  l)eliev]ng,  Ihough  it  is  necessary 
to  provide  against  it  as  a  possible  case,  that 
any  tiling  so  injurious  to  both  countries^  as 
the  submission  of  Denmark  to  so  humiliat- 
ing a  condition,  is  likely  to  happen.  His^ 
majesty  relies  with  entire  confidence  on  the 
wisdom,  the  spirit,  and  the  honour  of  the 
piince/royal ;  and  I  revert  with  pleasure  to 
a  more  pleasing  part  of  my  duty,  that  of 
iRithoriztng  you  to  repeal  the  assurances 
lilieady  given,  of  his  majesty's  constant 
disposition  to  afibrd  to  the  court  of  Den- 
mark the  most  effectual  assistance  and  snp- 
{)ort,  if  that  government,  deceived  in  the 
hopes  which  it  seems  at  present  to  derive 
from  the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality, 
should  ultmiately  be- forced  into  a  war 
with  France  for  the  preservation  of  its  own 
independence.  ^-In  such  a  case,  it  is  obvious 
that,  nolwithstandin«  the  great  continental 
superiority  of  France,  the  atta^flf  of  the  Da- 
nish islands  would  present  ujfany  preat  dif- 
ficulties, such  as  might  indeed  with  proper 
exertion  on  the  part  of  that  court,  prove 
hisurmountable.  To  this  su|)position,  it  is 
therefore,  the  kings  pleasure  that  you 
should  particularly  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Danish  ministers.  The  king  would  see 
with  pleasure  a  successful  defence  of  Hol- 
stein,  and  offers  for  assisting  in  this,  have 
this  morning  been  communicated  to  nic  hy 
M.  Rehausen  on  the  part  of  his  Swedish 
majesty,  who  proposes  to  unite  a  corps  of 
25^000  men  to  the  Danish  army  in  Uol- 
stein  for  this  purpose.  With  such  a  force, 
it  is  to  be  hop^d,  not  only  that  Holstein 
might  be  defended,  but  that  the  most  be- 
neficial effects  for  the  safety  of  the  north . 

I  of  Germany  might  ensue  from  its  position 
in  the  rear  and  on  the  flank  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  French  army.  -You  will  there- 
fore* recommend  thb  odfer  of  his  Swedish 
majesty,  which  probably  will  have  been 
communicated,  to  the  court  of  Denmark 
befbre  tHiis  reaches  you,  to  the  most  serioiis 
attention  of  the  Danish  niimslers.  If  that 
fovernment  should  decline  entering  into 


any  measures  of  this  nature,  or  should 
deem  the  defencie  ofrHobtaii  impracti- 
cable, fan  majesty  still  trusts  that  no  effort 
will  be  omitted  to  put  the  Danbh  islands 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  and  he  would 
gladly  co-operate  hi  naval  measures  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  if  Denmark  should 
really  stand  in  need  of  such  aid,     T  am,  6cc. 

HOWICK. 

No.  V. — Dispatdi  from  vise.  Hoivick  t^ 
Benj.  Garlike,  esq.  dated  Downing 
Street,  9lh  Dec.  1806.     ^ 

Though  no  dispatches  have  been  re- 
ceived from  you  since  my  last,  the  accounts 
which  have  reached  this  country  of  the  re^ 
treat  of  the  Danish  Army  from  Holstein, 
and  the  advance  of  the  French  toihe  Cyder, 
from  which  river  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend llr^t  his  majesty's  flag  has  been  ex- 
cluded, render  it  necessary  that  I  should 
instruct  you  immediately  to  require  of  the 
Danish  government  a  fcank  ex|)lanation  of . 
the  motives^  which  have  produced  measures 
apparently  so  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
his  majesty;  and  also  of  the -system  of  ])olicy 
which  thnt  gov.ernment  means  in  future  to 
pursue  in  its  relations  with  this  country  and 
With  France.— -This  exphination  you  will 
require  in  the  most  friendly  terms,  but  at 
the  same'  time  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent any  delay.  The  interests  of  Denmark 
itself  and  theknown  character  of  the  prince 
royal,  encourage  his  majesty  still  to  enter- 
tain a  confident  expectation  that,  notwith- 
standing present  appearances,  the  answer 
will  be  such  as  the  friendship  which  has  so 
long  subsisted  between  the  two  goyenimentTs 
requires.^— With  respect  to  the  views  en- 
tertained by  his  majesty's  government  on 
the  present  alarming  crisis,  and  the  advan- 
tage which  may  be  derived  from  the  gene- 
rous ofter  of  the  king  of  Sweden  to  assist 
in  the  defence  of  .Denmark,  1  must  refer 
you  to  my  last  dispatches.    I  am,  dec, 

I  HowiCK. 

No.-VI. — Dispatch  from  Benf.  Garlike 
esq,  to  vise.  Howick,  dated  Copen- 
hagen, 24th  Nov.  1 806*.-^Received 
lllh  Dec. 

My  lord;  The  reports  of  the  declared 
intention  of  general  Mortier  to  occupy 
Hamburgh,  had  been  in  circulation  here 
for  some  days.  Tlie  intelligence  of  his 
having  entered  the  town  with  a  number 
from  seven  to  eight  tliousand  men,  was  re- 
ceived last  night.  This  government  did 
not  appear  to  believe  the  event  was  pro* 
bable.  There  seeut.^  now  ti)  remain  a  stand 
of  opinion,  Ihitt  the  Ficnch  troops  will  pr(H 


Digitized  By  VjOOQIC 


7(?9]  PARL.  DEBATDS,  Feb.  25,  1  SOS.— Papers  relating  to  Denmark. 


[770 


oeed  no  furdier  in  tins  direction,  but  that 
they  will  respect  the  neutrality  of  Denmark. 
«— With  regard  to  Hohtein,  it  wonld  not 
only  be  a  vain  endeavour  to  urge  this  coun- 
tky  to  othermeasures of xiefence  than  those 
they  have  already  adopted ;  but  there  are 
BO  measures  of  a  nature  purely  military^ 
which  could  now  be  taken  in  concert  with 
other  countries,  to  second  the  efforts  of  the 
Army  which  is*  there  established,  if  it  should 
be  brought  into  immediate  action.  What 
I  have  now  principally  to  submit  to  your 
lordship,  is  accordingly  meknt  to  apply 
only  to  the  case  of  fiostilities  being  actually 
fM)mmenced  l^  France  against  Denmark, 
in  the  dutchy  of  Holstein.^^Notfaing,  I 
'imagine,  need  be  urged  to  prove,  that  if 
the  French  troops  succeed  in  occupying 
that  part  of  Denmark,  the  sole  purpose 
cannot  be  the  shutting  of  the  ports  of  Ton- 
ningeu  and  Husum  against  the  British  Flag; 
there  must  also  exist  the  intention  of  seizing 
these  islands,  and  of  directing  their  re- 
sources against  the  interests  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Russia. — ^The  conduct  of  the 
Danbh  government,  if  Holstein  and'  the 
Peninsula  should  fall,  must,  I  suppose,  be 
that  which  has  been  so  often  insisted  on, 
namely,  a  perseveraijce  in  the  firmest  reso- 
lution to  resist  the  enemy ;  and,  as  count 
Bemstorff  informed  me  this  roommg,  tlie 
immediate  arming  of  the  ^et  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  and  the  adjacent  Islands. — 
But  having  said  this,  it  is  my  duty  not  to 
eonceal  from  your  lordship  how  much  my 
i^prehensk>ns  increase  with  respect  to  the 
persoBs  in  high  though  not  in  the  first  offices, 
to  whom  great  confidence  will  be  shewn 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  who  must  have 
considerable  iniBuencein  the  direction  of 
the  publK  opinion,  and  of  the  means  of  re- 
pelling the  enemy .-~The  character  and. 
bias  of  these  individuals  (many  of  whom  I 
know  personally)  were  undoubted  before 
the  present  continental  war  took  place. 
Their  language  in  all  the  changes  which 
occur,  leave  nothing  but  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  their  principles,  to  convince  me  of 
what  may  be  expected  from  them  when 
the  enemy  is  in  possession  of  Holstein. 
They  will  represent  the  danger  to  be  less 
than  it  hiy  in  order  to  prevent  the  activity 
of  others,  tirii  Will  exaggerate  it  with  the 
chance  <rf  seeuring  and  extending  tHehr 
own  authority.  These  persons  will  then  be 
cmble  of  unpatiRg  as  a  crimen  that  more 
cflfectoal  measis  were  not  concerted  for  the 
deftnce  of  the  country ;  and  will  recom- 
mend ui  aoeommodalion  wttb  France, 
Vot.  X. 


through  the  voice  of  the  populace,  not  as 
an  avowal  of  their  choice,  but  as  a  measure 
of  the  necessity  to  which  they  have  been 
reduced.— The  danger  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  which,  in  such  circumstances,  is 
already  foreseen  by  the  thinking  part  of 
the  country,  would  not  overrule  those  who 
are  ^ded  only  by  their  prejudices  and 
their  ambition ;  or  if  that  danger  were  at- 
tended to  in  the  general  tumult,  Jt  would 
be  only  as  a  reason  for  arming  and  station- 
ing whatever  could  be  found  in  the  arsenals 
of  this  place,  assisted  by  the  supplies  of  the 
Mecklenburg  and  Pomeranian  coasts,  for 
purposes  of  which  France  would  assume 
the  direction. — ^These  are  not  idle  sur- 
mises. I  do  not  pretend  to  describe  by  what 
gradations  they  will  be  realized ;  but  I  can- 
not observe  the  confidence  and  listlessness 
of  some,  with  the  activity  and  growing 
hopes  of  others,  or  attend  to  the  conver- 
sation of  this  place  for  a  day,  without  be- 
ing this  day  more  than  the  preceding,  justi- 
fied in  pointing  to  the  most  melancholy  re- 
sults, not  as  a' determination  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  as  a  consequence  of  the  confusion 
of  late  measures  against  an  active  enemy, 
amidst  undecided  and  misguided  friends. — 
The  contrary  too  may  take  place.  The 
activity,  firmness,  spirit,  and  jwpularity  of 
the  prince  royal,  may  have  the  fullest  effect 
agaiqst  all  internal  impediments  of  what- 
ever nature.— -In  the  possibiHty  of  one  or 
the  other  course  of  these  events,  I  would 
submit  to  your  lordship  the  two  following 
considerations:  1st,  How  far,  af^er  the  at- 
tack orpossession  of  Holstein  by4he  French  . 
troops,  it  may  be  proper  to  reduce  his  ma- 
jesty's ofier  of  assistance  to  some  specific 
shape,  especially  of  a  maritime  nature,  for 
the  defence  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  is- 
lands. The  Danish  government  will  con- 
tinue to  be  so  totally  unprepared  for  a  de- 
fence oi  this  nature,  as  possibly  not  to  be 
able  to  brmg  it  forward  on  a  very  sudden 
emergency.  2d,  Whether  it  may  not  be 
proper,  on  such  , opportunities  as  occur, 
without  formal  declaration,  or  menace,  to 
give  it  to  be  understood,  or  even  finally  to 
announce,  that  such  an  arrangement  with 
the  French  government,  as  may  be  attempt- 
ed in  the  circumstances  I  have  described, 
will  infallibly  lead  to  open  and  active  war 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. ^-^1-iiave  seen, 
count  Bemstorff  since  I  wrote  the  above. 
He  expresses  himself  without  any  alarm 
from  the  presence  of  the  French  troops  at 
Hambnreh  or  Lubeck. — I  understahd  from 
htm  cleany,  that  Uie  Danish  troops  are  re-* 
SD 
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.tiring  from  the  frootiers ;  and  I  niake  no 
doubt  that  this  has  been  done  at  the  desire 
of  the  Trencli'  emperor.  1  beg  leave  to 
transmit,  as .  nearly  as  I  can,  the  very 
phrases  he  made  use  of,  iu  this  unasked-for 
iutelligence.  "  Loin  de  nous  alari|ier  sur 
ce  qui  vieut  d'arriver,  le  priuce  Royal  a 
cru  devoir  retire r  une  partie  des  Iroupes 
rassemblees  sur  la  froiUiere  du  Uolstein. 
C  est  i\  dire  (fu  elles  ne  resteront  pas  aussi 
concentrees  qu  elles  ont  ete  depui»  qoelcfue 
temps.  £n  efiet  nous  n'avons  par  lea 
menies  motifs  pour  les  y  tenir.  Ni  le« 
Priissiens  ni  les  Suedois  ne  s*y  trouvant  plus, 
il  ncsi  plus  aussi  probable  que  les  Hosti- 
lities s  engagent  sur  notre  propre  terriloire ; 
de  sorte  que  la  plupartdes  regimens- avaient 
re^u  forde  de  se  retirer  du  cot^  de  Sles- 
wick  avant  foccupation^de  Hamburg;  et 
nous  ne  voyons  point  dans  cet  eveuement 
qu'il  y  ait  lieu  i\  le  contremander.  Mais  ie 
quartier  general  sera  toujours  a  Kiel.''  The 
Danish  army  then,  e^Lcept  the  small  garri- 
sons of  Glnckstadt,  Kiel,  and  Ploeo,  and 
an  advanced  guard  under  general  Evald, 
niay  be  considered  as  having  retreated  to 
the  Dutchy.of  Sleswick  behind  the  Byder. 
The  French  minister  at  Eiamburg,  and  M. 
de  Mortier,  have  conveyed  the.  most  posi- 
tive' assurances  to  this  .government  of  the 
respect  which  will  be  shewn  to  its  neutrality  ; 
and  as  sL  proof  of  it,  have  iusisted  on  the 
precautions  taken  in  the  march  of  the 
troops  from  Bergedorff  to  Hamburg,  to 
avoid  a  portion  of  Danish  territory,  which 
lies  more  conveniently  for  the  road  between 
the  two  plajces.  I  have,  &c.  B.  Gaeli  ke. 
No.  VIL-— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Benj.  Garlike,  esq^  to  vise.  Houick, 
dated  Copenhagen,  25Hh  Nov.  1806\ 
— Received  11th  Dec. 
It  was  perhaps  to  be  expected  timt  as 
the  Danish  troops  had  remained  on  the 
Holstein  frontier,  when  there  was  no  war  in 
the  north  of  Germany,  and  had  actually 
been  engaged  with  those  of  France,  their 
sudden  retreat  to  the  Eyder  would  give 
rise  to  the  supposition  of  some  arrange- 
ment between  the  Danish  and  French  go- 
vernments.— Mr.  Pierrepont  will  have  in- 
formed your  lordship  of  the  very  unfavour- 
able construction  of  that  retreat,  which  has 
been  transmitted  to  his  Swedish  majesty, 
and  of  the  strong  measures  of  precaution 
wbi^h  that  monarch  has  judged  it  proper 
to  adopt  against  the  new  danger  that  would 
iesult  to  his  own  interests  and  to  those. of 
the  allies. — Your  lordsliip  will  have  borne 
in  mind,  tliat  the  very  essence  of  the  neu- 


tral aystem  maintained  in  this  country  has 
beea  repeatedly  declared  to  be  the  guard- 
ing  against  every  dishonoortble  proposition 
that  miglit  be  recommended  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  prince  royal.—- With  this  recol- 
lection on  my  part,  it  did  not  even  occur 
to  roe,  tliat  his  r.  h.  could  consent  to  a  con- 
cession so  much  in  his  abhorrence  as  that 
of  the  abandonment  of  the  duchy  of  Hol- 
stein to  the  French  troops,  for  the  sake  of 
the  quiet  retreat  of  those  of  DenmarK  to 
the  banks  of  the  £yder ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  richest  province  of  the  crown 
s^iouki  be  gratuitously  ceded  to  the  eneny, 
with  increased  disadvantage  and  insecurity 
to  Denmark ;  and  though  the  cession  (of 
Holstein)  would  not  have  included  Tonnia- 
gen  and  Httsum,  both  lietng.  in  Sleswick, 
yet  that  the  French  troops  should  be 
brought  within  sight  of  one  of  those  ports, 
and  within  a  few  English  miles  of  the  other. 
*— Your  lordship  will  therefore  judge  of 
the  earnestness  and  of  the  caution  with 
whkh  I  brought  this  subject  forward  with 
count  Bemstorif,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
I  had  received  Mr.  Pierpepoat's  letter,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  if  any  and  What 
conditions  had  been  stipulated  with  France 
on  the  retreat  of  the  Danish  troops  to  the 
Sleswick  frontier ;  and  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  assuring  your  lordslup,  that,  in 
terms  and  nnmner  to  which  I  give  my  per- 
fect confidence,  did  count  Bemstorff  endea- 
vour to  remove  the  suspicions  (which  in 
truth  I  had  not  entertained)  by  assuring 
me,  that  no  transaction  whatever  had  taken 
place  relative  to  the  respective  positions  of 
the  French  and  Danish  troops,  either  in 
the  shape  of  condition  or  of  explanatron, 
or  by  any  communication  between  the  two 
governments,  and  even  that  the  retreat  <of 
the  prince  royal,  and  the  assurances  of  se- 
curity conveyed  by  M«  de  Mortier  and*  M. 
de  Bourienne,  had  not  depended  on  each 
other.— Count  Bernstorff  was  further  ear- 
nest that  i  should  understand  that  the  re^ 
treat  bad  not  been  determined  on  at  the 
suggestion  of  France.  But  as  it  may  be 
impossible  for  count  Berastorff  himselif  to 
explain. how  a, suggestion  of  this  nature 
m^y  have  been  conveyed  or  admitted,  thb 
last  curcumstanee  did;  not  so  particularly 
engage  *my  attention,— The  retreat  having 
taken  place  with  the  approbation  of  the 
prince  royal,  there  may  be  occasion  to  !«- 
gret  that  M.  de  Mortier  and  M..de  Bou- 
rienne were  not  every  way  competent  to 
the  assurances  in  which  they  have  abound< 
ed>  that  floistem  will  no«  beatUcked.   The 
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danger  to  which  that  duchy  was  exposed, 
18  at  best  not  less  than  it  was;  and  every 
account  transmitted  within  these  few  days 
to  Copenhagen,  except  those  received  by 
the  government,  encreases^  our  appreben- 
nons  that  the  attack  is  not  far  off. — ^This 
possibility  is  at  least' now  become  so  fami- 
liar to  the  government  as  to  shew  that 
they  place  their  principal  strength  and 
hopes  in  the  defence  of  the  islands ;  and 
I  have  now,  for  the  first  time,  some  rea- 
son to  believe  that  measures  of  precaution 
hegin  to  be  taken  for  the  case  of  with- 
drawing the  troops  from  Holstein,  and  of 
establishing  some  points  of  union  and  sup- 
ply. I  have  not  this  intelligence  •from  the 
government.  If  measures  of  this  nature 
have  been  considered  as  advisable,  they 
will  not  be  pi^sued  without  the  strictest 
secrecy,  on  the  ^ground  of  not  forfeiting  by 
preparations  which  may  invite  the  enemy, 
the  advantages  of  the  system  in  which  they 
have  persevered  so  long.  I  mean  that  they 
will  not  avow  any  measure  of  defence  res- 
pecting the  islands,  till  Holstein  be  really 
attacked  by  France,  and  certainly  not  take 
any  of  an  ostensible  description.— This  dis- 
position of  Ihe  goverument  makes  the  diffi- 
culty of  affording  or  concerting  the  assbt- 
ance  of  which  they  may  stand  in  need.  It 
18  of  that  apprehensive  nature,  as  would  re- 
fuse to  admit  th^  most  effectual  succour 
that  might  be  sent  to  the  country,  before  it 
has  been  d^rmined  to  adopt  a  course  of 
undisguised  and  active  war;  and  it  must 
be  on  that  occasion  the  more  natural  to 
hope,  that  however  they  may  veil  the  at- 
tempt, every  secret  preparation  for  a  sud- 
den display  of  force  will  be  the  daily  and 
earnest  labour  of  the  Danish  ministers. — 
To  thb  object  I  have  directed  my  conver- 
sation with  count  Bemsterff.  I  should 
hope  also,  that  there  is  fair  ground  to  urge 
the  courts  of  Copenhagen  and  Stockholm 
to  some  well  concerted  common  measure 
of  defence  of  the  Danish  islands.  If  the 
prejudices  of  the  two  countries  are  not  in- 
surmountable, Denmark  and  Sweden  have 
the  motives  and  means  of  self-defence  with- 
in themselves.  They  have  local  knowledge, 
and  ships  of  war  htted  to  the  coast ;  the 
proximity  of  Sweden  and  her  actual  liosii- 
lities  may  give  the  readiest  assistance ;  and 
favour  even  the  timidity  with  which  Den- 
mark may  be  disposed  to  come  forward. — 
I  am  aware  that  the  approaching  season 
may  render  the  operations  of  a  fleet  neither 
safe  nor  practicable;  and  that  the  main 
passage  to  be  defended  between  Zealand 


and  Fionia   (Fiunen)  may  requi 
large  enough  to  be  able  to  kee] 
and  small  enough  to  shelter  in 
mon  ports  of'  the  islands.     If 
difficulties,   they   are   to   be  sul 
the  governments  themselves.     M 
can  only  be  to  adveK  incessant 
subject  in  every  direction  likely 
duce   the   good    understanding 
cert,  without  which  Zealand  nius 
the  passage  for  French  troops  into 
and  the  seat  of  every  mischievous 
against  all  the  powers  interested 
fence  of  the  Baltic. — Hitherto  I 
been  able  to  engage  the  Danish 
in  a  satisfactory  discussion  of  the 
question;  but  I  shall  make  the  all 
ihe  greater  earnestness  at  this  mo 
I  learn  from  Mr.  Pierrepont  thatl 
of  Sweden  intends  without  loss  o: 
propose  an  interview  with  the  prin! 
the  object  of  which  1  would  flatt< 
must  be,  their  endeavour  to  cor 
best  means  of  their  common  defen 

No.  Vni. — Dispatch  from  vise. 
to  Benj-  Gariike,  esq.  dated  '. 
street,  *26th  Dec.  1806, 

Sir ;  The  apprehension  entertaii 
at  the  time  of  writing  my  last  disf 
the  entrance  of  the  French  troops  i 
stein,  I  am  happy  to  find,  was  un 
But  I  caimot  regard  the  respect  w 
hitherto  been  paid  by  the  enem; 
neutrality  of  the  Danish  territory 
thing  more  than  the  cfifect  of  a  poll 
for  the  moment  is  more  convenient 
selves. — It  would  be  madness  to 
any  assurances  which  may  have 
ceived  from  the  French  govemmen 
pouit,  so  far  as  to  neglect  a  tiniel; 
ration  of  those  means  of  defence  wh 
effectual  must  not  be  left  to  be  so 
in  a  moment  of  immediate  and  press 
ger. — I  have  urged  the  necessity  oi 
tionary  measures,  which  might  be 
ducted  as  neither  to  provoke  nor 
a  pretext  of  hostilities  on  the  pai 
French,  in  the  strongest  niannor  to  I 
Above  all,  it  is  necessary  that  no  tim 
be  lost  in  concerting  measures  of 
defence  with  tfae  court  of  Sweden, 
so  good  an  opportunity  has  been  ol 
the  prompt  and  generous  oiler  of 
dish  majesty.-— You  will  continue  1 
to  request  from  the  court  of  Dc 
frank  communication  of  its  views 
urge  their  immediate  attention  t< 
p«rtant  objects  above  stated.     I  1 
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No.  IX.— Dbpatch  from  Beiy.  Garlike, 
esq.  to  viscount   Howick,  dated  Co- 
penhagen* 20tbDec.  1806.-— Received 
7th  Jan.  1807. 
My  lord,  I  deferred  the  hooour  of  writ* 
tag  to   your  lordship  on  my  coinoiuuica- 
tioQ  to'  count  Bcrostorff  of  the  principal 
points  of  your  dispatch  of  the  3d  December 
till  i  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  mi- 
nister again,  after  he  had  submitted  them 
to  the  cabinet  ministers.     I  advert  first,  to 
the  proposal  of  his  Swedbb  majesty  for  the 
co-operation  of  35,000  Swedish  troops  with 
those  of  his  Danish  majesty  in  Holstein.    I 
cannot  )*et  say  iu  what  manner  tbb  over- 
ture has  been  made  to  the  prince  royal ; 
but  on  both  the  occasions  which  I  have  had 
of  discussing  the  subject  here,  I  have  found 
it  attended  with  the  most  undisguised  aver- 
sion ;  as  incongruous  at  this  moment  from 
a  power  at  war  to  a  power  at  peace  ;  inap- 
plicable with  respect  to  time,  if  relied  on 
when  the  attack  of  Holstein  is  no  longer  a 
problem  ;  unseasonable  when  no  new  cir- 
cumstance has  occurred,  except  the  repeti- 
tion of  friendly  assurances  on  the  part  of 
France  ;  and  dangerous  above  all,  as  in- 
viting, or  rather  immediately  committing, 
the  country  to  unavoidable  ward-«I  endea- 
voured in  the  gentlest  manner  possible  to 
rescue  tlie    Swedish    proposal    from  the 
weight  of  objections,  which  thus  tend  to . 
enervate  every  wise  and  provident  scheme 
of  self-defence;  and  carried   one  degree 
further,  must  leave  the  count/y  prostrate 
to  nogood-wUl,  but  that  of  the  enemy.-  I 
think  it  natural  to  suppose,  that  the  Danish 
minister  urged  his  objections  in  this  instance 
with  more  than  usual  quickness,  from  his 
consciousness  that  the  resolution  is  already 
taken  to  withdraw  the  Danish  tro<^  from 
Holstein*     f  felt  the  conversation  clogged 
on  my  side  with  the  knowledge  of  that  re- 
solution ;  but  it  was  not  openly  noticed  on 
either. — Count  Bernstorff  than  asked  nie, 
if  I  believed  the  king  of  Sweden  could 
epsLce  from  his  own  dominions  any  number 
of  meOi  which  approached  that  of  25,000  ? 
This  was  not  a  question  for  me  to  answer  ; 
but  I  pressed  tbe  Danish  minister  to  consi- 
der, as  exceedingly  probable,  that  when  his 
Swedish' majesty  resolved  on  making  the 
iOjBfer,he  was  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the 
'  Danish  peninsula;  and  that  if  such  a  force 
could  not  well  be  spared  from  Sweden, 
nothing  could  be  a  stronger  proof  of  his 
Swedish    majesty's   friendship,   than    the 
prompt  dfisix^  which  be  must  have  enter- 


tained to  raise  it  by  cxtra^rdiotry  jneww.*" 
h  occurred  to  me  before  tfab  last  ronfe* 
reuce  took  place,  how  little  the  piobabiUl  j 
was  tiial  the  measure  thus  recommended 
by  bis  maj«  would  meet  with  the  success 
it  deserved,  I  therefore .  prevJonsly  pre- 
pared myself  for  endeavottring  to  derive 
from  it  at  least  the  next  and  very  import- 
ant advantage!  tbat  of  lamiliari^ing  the  Da* 
nish  minister  mth  the  prospect  of  sincere 
co<^>peration  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  and  of 
iropresaing  them  with  the  notion  that,  what- 
ever be  the  fate  of  the  Swedish  overture* 
the  nound-work  b  thereby  laid  of  a  real 
good  understanding  between  the  two  coun* 
tries.<*Cottnt  Bernstorff  acknowledged  thai 
hb  Swedbh  majesty's  desue  to  have  an  in- 
terview with  the  prince  royal,  and  the  com- 
munication of  the  present  overture,  would 
be  felt  by  the  entire  government ;  and  he 
assured  me,  that  if  Holstein  were  attacked, 
the  concert  between  Deiunail(  and  Sweden, 
G.  Britain  and  Russia,  would  be  de  fteto 
established,  an^  that  thb  country  would  be 
most  willing  to  add  every  resource  of  the 
monarchy  to  the  assistance  the  allies  could 
furnish.—  returned  to  Co-i 

penhagen  a  few  days  ago.  I  saw  him  the 
next  day.  He  was  more  than  usually 
prompt  and  clear  as  to  the  necesnty  of 
maintaming- the  present  system.  He  was 
averse  to  the  admisdon  of  a  Swedish  amy 
into  Holstein,  but  was  persuaded  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  unreserved  mtcfcourse  with 
Sweden.  He  acknowledged,  1  may  sa^, 
the  propriety  of  not  defending  Holslem 
(that  is,  the  peninsula,)  and  as  proof  of  his 
sincerity  in  thb  opinion,  remarked  that  the 
abandonment  of  those  provinces  would  ex- 
pose hb  own  estates  to  the  ravages  of  the 
French  army.  He  thought  the  nature  of 
tlie  embarrassments  of  Denmark  called  for 
the  utmost  frankness  towards  enemies  as 
well  as  friends,  and  believed  that  as  little 
remains  to  be  explained  to  France  as  to  any 
other  country.  He  appeared  on  all  these 
points  to  speak  as  of  so  many  fresh  deci- 
sions of  council,  and  desirous  I  should  so 
understand  them. — 1  make  no  doubt  that 
the  withdrawing  of  the  troops  sent  to  Hol- 
stein last  year  will  be  completely  effected, 
(Count  Bernstorff,  however,  always  speaks 
of  a  cordon  that  will  remain,)  and  that  the 
government  is  sincere  in  the  detenninatkm 
to  oppose  every  thing  to  France,  if  she 
abuse  the  extreme  condescension  to  which 
the  prince  royal  has  been  brought.  — ■■■ 
glanced  of  his  own  accord  to  the  eonse^ 
quenoes  of  ,a  contrary  line  of  couduGt,  aad 
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of  farther  complianoe  toward?  the  French 
goveroment,  and  did  not  scruple  to  declare, 
Siat  theeBfects  alone  of  a  war  with  England 
must  destroy  the  Danbb  monarchy  in  a 
couple  of  years.— ^According,  then,  to  this 
language,  matters  have  advanced  to  an 
epoch  in  the  neutrality  of  Denmark.  Hoi* 
stein  will  be  deprived  of  its  main  defence ; 
it  is  foreseen  that  it  may  be  occupied  by^ 
the  troops  of  Fnmce  ;  Denmark  will  then 
be  in  a  state  of  war  with  France,  and  will 
openly  concert  with  G.  Britain  and  Russia, 
and  possibly,  with  Sweden,  for  the  defence 
of  the  Danish  islands  and  the  Baltic.--^To 
these,  the  only  measures  that  remain,  the 
difierent  parties  may  be  desirous  of  direct- 
ing their  own  views,  «nd  encouraging  each 
other  ;  but  I  have  not  scrupled,  in  conver- 
sation with  the  proper  persons  here,  to 
speak  of  this  position  as  fallacious  and  inse- 
cure, because  weak  in  its  nature,  and  liable 
to  be  surprised  by  the  arts  and  activity  of 
the  enemy,  and  by  the  events  which  will 
arise. — ^If,  however,  the  Danish  navy  is  in 
the  state  of  forwardness  which  has  been 
represented,  and  nothing  intervene  to  dis- 
turb the  good  intelligence  of  G.  Britain 
and  Russia  with  Denmark,  it  may  stfll  be 
hf^Md  that  every  effort  of  France  will  fall 
against  the  power  and  resources  of  the 
Danish  islands*— 1  have  not  failed  to  repeat 
to  this  government  his  majesty's  most  gra- 
cious and  friendly  offer  of  assistance  and 
support,  if  Denmark  should  ultimately  be 
forced  into  a  war  with  France  for  the  pre- 
servatton  of  ber  own  independence ;  and  I 
have  the-  pi^sure  of  infoming  your  lord- 
ship, 4kat  the  assuiances  of  this  constant 
dispontioD  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  have 
been  received  with  every  expression  that 
can  interpret  the  fullest  sense  of  the  obli- 
gations and  thankfulness  of  the  Danish  go* 
vemment.  I  have,  &c. 

B.  Gablike. 
No.    X. — Rxtractt  of  a  Dispatch  from 
vise.  Howick  to   Benj.  Garlike,  esq. 
dated  Downing  Street,  Jan  ^th,  1807* 
His  majesty  has  received  with  satisfac- 
tion the  assurances  that  the  court  of  Den- 
mark is  determined  to  resist  the  demands 
of  France,  if  pushed  to  a  point  that  should 
be  inconsistent  with  the  honour  and  inde- 
pendence of  that  power.    Of  the  sincerity 
and  constancy  of  this  determination  his 
majesty's  government  ^iil  not  allow  ftself 
to  doubt*    But  it  is  necessary  td  repeM, 
that  to  make  such  determination  effectual, 
timely  measures  should  be  taken. — An  im- 
mediate junction  of  a  Swedish  force  lo  the 


army  of  Denmark  mig^t,  as  has  been  staled 
by  count  Bemstorff,  piit  an  end  at  once  to 
the  neutrality  which  the  latter  government 
still  wishes  to  preserve.  But  a  previous 
and  confidential  esplanation  Hud  eontert 
with  Sweden  on  the  measures  necessary 
for  the  conmion  defence  of  the  two  powers^ 
could  not  have  this  effect,  and  is  evidently 
necessary  to  render  the  co-operation  offered 
by  Sweden  of  any  advantage,  whenever  the 
time  shall  arrive  at  which  the  court  of 
Dennuirk  may  find  itself  desirous  of  avail- 
ing itself  of  this  ofStr. — ^Upon  the  best 
means  of  defence  it  is  impossible  for  this 
government  to  pretend  to  form  a  satisfac* 
tory  opinion.  It  may  be  true  that  the 
periinsula  affords  no  position  in  which  the 
force  of  Denmark  couM  hope  to  withstand 
the  power  of  France ;  and  it  may  be  ad-^ 
visable,  therefore,  to  withdraw  the  troops- 
for  the  defence  of  the  islands. 
No.  XI.— Extra«!t  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Benj.  Garlike,  esq.  to  vise.  Howick^ 
dated  Copenhagen,  !^8th  Dec.  1 806. — 
Received  13th  Jan.  1807*  . 
My  lord ;  In  your  lordship's  dispatch  of 
the  dd  Dec.  the  passage  relative  to  the 
posnble  sacrifice  of  a  part  of  the  Danish 
navy  to  the  French,  concludes  with  these 
w^ords:  "  Should  any  question  of  this  sort 
arise,  yon  will  at  once  state,  distinctly,  and 
unequivocally,  the  feelings  of  this  govern- 
ment upon  it."— I  have  presumed,  thai 
this  passage  gave  me  some  latitude  to  judg^ 
of  the  propriety,  as  to  time,  of  makmg  the 
declaration  which  the  chance  of  such  a 
transaction  would  necessarily  call  for.  It 
is  therefore  important  that  I  should  tofbrm 
your  Idp.  that  I  have  not  communicated 
that  part  of  the  dispatch  to  the  Danish  go** 
vemment.  The  ground  on  which  I  have 
ventured  on  such  a  discretionary  reserve  is 
the  strong  belief,  I  trust  J  am  justified  in 
entertaining,  not  only  that  no  proposition 
of  the  nature  in  question  has  as  yet  been 
submitted  to  the  prince  royal ;  but  that  the 
military  progress  of  the  French  arms  is  not 
yet  such  as  to  suggest  an  arrangement  so 
incompatible  with  the  sentiments  and  prin* 
ciples  which  are  known  to  ptedominate  in 
that  pnuce's  character.— Without,  there- 
fore, some  new  and  describable  ^^pearance 
to  engage  my  attention,  different  from  those 
which  had  possibly  been  conveyed  to  Eng- 
land when  the  di^tch  was  written,  I  hum- 
bly trust  ft  is  consonant  to  the  feelings  of 
his  majesty's  government  towards  that  of 
Denmark,  not  to  have  taken.a  step,  which 
might  at  this  moment  only  wound  the  prin^ 
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dpal  pefBOuSy  and  repel  the  confidence  tbey 
aeem  willing  to  niantfest.— The  explanation 
into  which  I  have  eqtered,  will,  I  hope, 
guard  me  from  the  supposition  of  not  en- 
deavouring to  give  the  proper  effect  to  the 
Instructions  in  questioB,  on  any  change  of 
circumstances  leading  to  the  supposition  of 
your  lordship's  dispatch.  If  I  have  already 
expressed  some  alarm  on  the  chances  of  so 
bold  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  as  that  to  which  I  allude,  it 
has  not  been  from  apprehension  of  dis^ 
honourable  compromise  on  the  part  of  Den- 
mark, but  of  the  consequences  of  timidity 
and  inadequate  prepaxation,  by  which  the 
enemy  might  be  enabled  rather  to.seiae  the 
fleet  than  treat  for  it. — ^Your  lordship's  db* 
patch  No.  7.  having  been  written  on  the 
presumption  that  the  French  troops  had 
entered  Holstein ;  and  probably  after  your 
lordship  had  received  the  report  of  the  en- 
quiries I  had  made  as  to  the  retreat  of  those 
of  Denmark  (in  my  No.  )  1  have  also  for 
the  present  desisted  from  a  formal  applica- 
tion on  the  subject  of  that  dispatch ;  and 
humbly  hope  that  my  conduct  in  both 
these  instances  v/ill  not  have  met  with  hb 
majesty's  disapprobation.*-!  find  it  difficult 
to  obtain  precise  information  as  4o  the  num- 
ber of  Danish  troops  in  Holstein,  because 
it  is  not  ascertained  how  far  the  regiments 
still  there  have  been  reduced.  Two  regi- 
ments have  returned  to  Fuuen.  The  Sles- 
wick  and  Jutland  regiments  have  also  re- 
turned. Two  regiments  belonging  to  the 
garrison  of  this  place,  are  left  at  Kiel,  Ploen, 
and  .Gluckstadt.  Count  Bemstorff  tells 
me  that  four  thousand  men  are  on  the  line 
between  those  places;  but  these  must  be 
in  the  towns  and  villages.  The  garrisons 
just  mentioned,  and  that  of  Rendsburgh, 
compose  therefore  the  only  remaining  ac- 
tive force  against  the  enemy.  I  shall  re- 
sume this  sui^ect  without  delay.   1  have  &  c* 

B.  Garlike. 

No.  XII. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
iisc.  Uowick  to  Benj.  Garlike,  esq. 
dated  Downing  Street,  22d  Jan.  1 807- 

Upon  the  points  referred  to  iu  your  dis- 
patches, I  have  already  sent  you  full  in- 
structions. However  desirous  hie-  majesty 
ma^  be  of  preventing  any  embarrassment 
to  the  court  of  Denmark  with  respect  to 
the  neutrality  .which  that  government  is 
desirous  of  preserving;  this  consideration, 
it  is  evident,  can  only  apply  to  a  real  neu- 
trality>  and  cannot  be  carried  so  far  as  to 
admit  of  a  succession  of  measures  dictated 
by  the  fear  of  France^  wUcb  would  in  ef- 


fect place  Denmaric%in  a  situation  of  aiding 
the  hostilities  of  that  power.— H  ao  nearly 
concerns  the  safety  of  both  powers  to  cul* 
tri'ate  the  most  friendly  understanding,  in 
order  to  prepare  the  means  of  defence 
against  a  danger  which  equally  threatens 
both,  that  this  alone  ought  to  obliterate  the 
jealousies  which  have  too  much  prevailed 
between  the  courts  of  Stockliolm  and  Co- 
penhagen.—So  obvious  and  so  pressing  a 
consideration,  it  is»  hotvever,  but  too  evi- 
dent from  the  tenor  of  your  dispatches^  baa 
not  had  its  due  weight ;  and  your  constant 
attention  and  good  offices  will  be  employed 
to  remove,  as  much  as  possible,  the  causes 
of  that  mutual  suspicion  and  dbtrust,  which 
mudt  favour  the  designs  of  the  common 
enemy.  The  evident  necessity  of  pro- 
viduig  for  the  security  of  his  own  domi- 
nions must,  as  I  have  formerly  stated,  suffi- 
ciently account  for  the  preparations  of  the 
king  of  Sweden.  Situated  as  he  is,  it  is  as 
clearly  necessary  for  his  Swedish  majesty 
to  requure  an  explanation  of  the  intentions 
of  the  court  of  Copenhagen.  You  will 
therefore  support  any  requisijtion  of  this 
nature,  which  may  be  made  m  a  friendly 
manner  by  the  Swedish  luuiister,  with  a 
view  to  those  preparations  of  defence  so 
imperiously  called  for  by  the  present  cnsLs» 


HCKJSB   OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  February  26. 
Ordebs  in  Council.]  Lord  St.  John 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  to  bring  for- 
ward hb  Resolutions  respecting  the  Orders 
in  Council.  His  lordship  took  a  review  of 
the  explanations  given  by  the  French  go- 
vernment of  the  Decree,  and  of  the  docu- 
ments shewing  tlie  manner  in  which  it  was 
understood  by  the  American  government, 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  .the  latter 
government  never  acquiesced  in  the  French 
decree,  considered  as  *  affecting  neutrals, 
and  thence  concluding,  4hat  this  govern- 
ment had  no  right  to  issue  Orders  affecting 
the  Americau  trade.  He  contended  also, 
that  there  was  no  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
execution  of  the  French  Decree,  in  making 
captures  on  the  high  seas,  according  to  the 
terms  of  it,  which  could  alone  be  evidence 
of  such  an  execution  of  the  decree  as  could 
be  considered  a  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions* The  mformation  laid  on  the  table 
was  in  this  point  defective,  and  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  afford  any  sufficient  rea- 
son for  issuing  the  Orders  in  Council,  which 
he  considered  a  gross  violation  of  the  law 
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of  naHons,  and  fraught  with  great  injustice 
towards  Neutral  States.     His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  reading  the  following  Resolutions: 
— "  I .  That  previoiis  to  the  1 1th  of  Nov. 
last,  his  majesty's  government  was  not  in 
possession    of   any   proof,  nor   supposed 
ground  of  belief,  that  the  United  States  of 
America  had  acquiesced  in  or  submitted  to, 
or  intended  to  acquiesce  in  or  submit  to, 
the  execution  of  such  parts  of  tlie  Decree 
of  the  2 1  St  of  Nov.  1 8O69  as  purported  to 
impose  on  Neutral  Commerce,  restraints  in- 
consistent with  the  law  of  nations.     2.  That 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  said  Decree,  in 
so  far  as  it  may  have  been  supposed  to  re- 
late to  captures  at  sea,  was  in  any  one  in- 
stance carried  into  execution,  by  the  Prize 
Courts  of  France,  or  her  Allies,  previous  to 
the  nth  of  Nov.   last.     3.  That  on  the 
ISth   of  Oct.  last,  the  ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  this  court,  ofikially  ap- 
prized bis  majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  that 
their  government  bad  received  from  that 
of  France,  satisfactory  explanations  and  as- 
surances, and  that,  in  fact,  the  same  never 
had   been  enforced  against    the    Neutral 
Commerce  of  the  United  States.     4.  That 
no  official  denial  of  the  facts  so   asserted 
by  the  American  ministers,  appears  to  have 
heen  made  ou  the  part  of  his  majesty's  se- 
cretary of  state;  nor  any  grounds  alledged 
by  him  in   which  the  American  ministors 
could  be  questioned.     5.  That  under  such 
circumstances  the  issuing  the   Orders  in 
Council  of  the  11th  and  26th  of  Nov.  last, 
which   Orders  purported  to  compel  the 
trading  vessels  of  the  said  United  States  in 
all  their  voyages  to  and  from  the  Continent 
of  Europe  (o  touch   at  the  ports  of  this 
country,  and  to  be  there  subjected,  by  the 
authority  of  the  British  government,    to 
many  and  griievous  restrictions,  and  a  ma- 
nifest violation  of  the  law  of  Nations,  and  of 
the  rights  and  independence  of  a  friendly 
Power."— 'On  the  first  Resolution  being  put. 
The  Duke  of  Montrose  rose  and  said,  he 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  noble  lord,  that 
althougli  the  subject  had  been  already  be- 
fore the  house,  it  was  one  that  merited  dis- 
cussion.    He  bad  forborne  as  yet  to  deliver 
his  sentiments  upon  it,  from  a  wish  not  to 
make  up  his  mind  without  giving  it  the 
fullest  consideration  ;  and  having  so  done, 
he  should  not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  his  firm 
opinion,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
wise,  politic,  and  calculated  to  answer  the 
great  purpose  of  defeating  the  designs  of 
our  enemy,  and  ultimately  convincing  him  of 
his  enor  in  the  unjust  system  he  was  pur- 


suing in  carrying  on  the  war.  ft  was  the 
government  of  Firance  which  had  violated 
what  v^s  considered  the  law  of  nations,  and 
it  was  prudent  in  that  of  this  country  to 
retaliate  those  measures  that  were  aimed 
at  our  very  existence ;  if  the  neutrals  suf- 
fered any  injury,  it  was  France,  and  France 
alone,  that  they  ought  to  look  upon  as  the 
cause  of  that  injury,  and  to  which  alone 
they  ought  to  look  for  reparation.  In  his 
opinion,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  waitmg  to  see 
whether  the  neutrals  would  have  acquiesced 
in  that  Decree ;  for  when  the  distance  was 
considered,  it  would  plainly  appear  that  our 
forbearance  might  have  continued  3,  6, 
nay  even  9  months,  during  the  whole  of 
which  time  the  enemy  would  have  derived 
all  the  advantages  they  expected  therefrom, 
and  England  sustained  all  the  injuries  that 
were  levelled  at  her ;  for,  light  as  some 
persons  might  treat  tlie  force  of  France,  he 
could  not  but  recollect  that  she  had  still 
fleets,  frigates,  and  numerous  privateers; 
from  these,  under  that  Decree,  much  iajurf 
might  have  been  done,  in  defiance  of  that 
superiority  which,  he  was  thankful  and 
happy  G.  Britain  could  boast.  As  to  what 
the  noble  lord  had  urged  relative  to  the 
answer  which  the  minister  of  marine  had 
given  to  general  Armstrong,  it  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  4hat  he  thought  Ame- 
rica was  not  to  be  included.  But  could  any 
man  suppose  that  Xhejepense  of  a  French 
minister  of  marine  was  a  sufficient  security 
against  a  positive  decree  so  plain  and  direct, 
that  those  who  ran  might  read  1  No  ;  the 
American  Resident  ought  not  to  have  rested 
satisfied  with  less  than  a  forhial  renunchi- 
tion,  nor  could  our  ministers  consider  less  than 
that  renunciation  as  a  proof  that  the  United  ^ 
States  were  not  included.  Nay,uponthe  ques- 
tion being  afterwards  put  to  another  French 
officer,  his  reply  was,  that  he  saw  no  excep- 
tions. For  these  among  other  reasons,  he 
thought  our  executive  government  had 
acted  wisely  and  politically  in  issuing  those 
Orders  in  Council ;  that  the  Resolutions 
moved  by  the  noble  lord  were  unnecessary, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  the  house  would 
agree  with  him  in  hb  moving  the  previous 
question. 

Lord  //oZ/anrf  observed,  that  the  Orders 
in  Council  fell  far  short  of  that  clearness 
which  would  enable  him  who  runs  to 
read.  He  would  not  now  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  policy  of  these  Orders,  that 
being  reserved  for  a  subsequent  discussion^ 
but  with.respcfct  to  the  question  of  the  law 
of  nations,  h^  held  a  very  difierent  opisioiL 
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.from  llie  noble  duke.  If  a  bdligerent 
adopted  a  mode  of  conduct  towards  a  neu- 
ti9l,  wbicb  amomited  to  au  act  of  hostility, 
and  in  which  that  neutral  acquiesced,  then 
be  would  admit  the  right  of  the  other  bel- 
ligerent to  retaliate.  But  in  the  case  of 
the  Berlin  Decree,  it  had  not  only  not  been 
acquiesced  in  by  Anierica»  but  there  was 
DO  proof  of  that  part  of  it  being  executed 
which  alone  was  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  namely,  capturing  neutrals  on  the 
Migb  seas,  for  violating  the  terms  of  the 
decree.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  on 
neither  of  these  grounds  was  there  any  jus- 
ti6catioH  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  His 
Idp.  commented  on  the  Note  of  Mr.  Can- 
ping  to  the  American  ministers,  stating, 
tliat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  neutral  to  en- 
deavour to  procurethe-  revocation  of  the 
obnoxions  decrees,  a  doctrine  which  he  con- 
sidered as  tending  to  produce  endless  war- 
Are. 

The  Earl  of  Mulgrtnm  contended,  that 
the  French  government  having  endeavoured 
to  execute  its  decree  of  blockade  agaiust  this 
c<Hintry,  by  the  confiscation  of  ail  neutrals 
conveying  British  produce  ormanu&ctures, 
or  tmding  from  the  ports  of  this  country, 
it  became  the  duty  of  this  government  to 
adopt  some  counteracting  measure,  which 
should  force  the  enemy  to  raise  the  block- 
ade of  this  country.  That  which  had  been 
resorted  to,  was  the  most  mitigated  measure 
Uiat  could  be  adopted  with  a  view  to  the 
continuance  of  neutral  trade,  and  compei- 
liog  the  enemy  to  receive  neutral  vessels 
into  hb  ports  trading  from  this  country. 
If  the  French  decree  and  the  Orders  in 
Councifwere  both  executed,  then  of  course 
there  could  be  no  trade  between  thb  coun- 
try and  that  part  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
under  the  influence  of  the  enemy,  some 
iidury  would  result  to  us,  but  the  greatest 
.  privations  must  be  uxlured  by  the  enemy. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Canning's  Note,  bis 
Idp.  referred  to  the  Note  of  lord  Howick, 
stating  that  the  measures  a<lq>ted  by  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  71h  of  Jan.  would 
be  continued  till  the  decree  of  the  French 
government  was  formally  repealed,  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  that  the  language  in  this 
note  was  similar  to  that  used  by  Mr.  Can- 
ning. Hisrlordsliip  deprecated  the  conduct 
adopted  by  noble  lords  on  the  other  side, 
in  discussing  difierent  parts  of  the  Ordets, 
aad  caHed  upon  them  to  discuss  the  whole 
polkrjr  of  the  measure. 

Lord  Auckkmd  deprecated  a  war  with 
America^  which  h^  considered  one  of  the 


worst  misfortunes  that  coold  befal  the 
country,  and  which  he  thought  the  Orders 
in  Council  tended  to  produce. 

Lord  RedesdaU  contended  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  and 
those  of  the  1  Ith  and  25th  of  Nov.  were 
founded  on  the  same  principles,  and  were 
equally  consistent  with  the  law  of  nations. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  deprecated  the 
mode  of  argument  adopted  by  the  noble 
and  learned  lord,  by  justifying  one  mea- 
sure by  another.  He  contended,  that  the  in- 
formation on  the  table  not  only  did  not 
prove  an  increased  rigour  in  the  execution  of 
the  French  decree,  but  that  a  great  part  of  it 
ratlier  proved  a  relaxation  of  the  provisions 
of  that  decree,  and  he  believed,  that  his  noble 
friends,  had  they  continued  in  administra- 
tion, would  rather  upon  such  information 
have  l)een  inclined  to  revoke  the  order  of 
the  7^h  of  Jan.  than  to  have  resorted  to 
any  harsher  measure.  As  to  the  objection, 
that  they  discussed  parts  of  the  Orders, 
each  part  formed  a  question  of  the  greatest 
magnitude  to  the  country,  and  if  they  were 
not  aU  discussed  together,  it  was  the  fault 
of  noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  who  had 
refused  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  Or* 
ders  in  Council.  A  noble  duke  had  quoted 
the  letter  of  liis  noble  friend  to  Mr.  Rist,to 
shew  that  he  threatened  to  put  the  coasts  of 
the  enenw  into  a  state  of  blockade,  as  a 
matter  of  retaliation.  If  he  had  proceeded 
but  four  or  five  words  farther,  he  would 
have  seen  that  the  noble  lord's  words 
were,"  that  G.  Britain  would  have  enforced 
such  blockade  by  its  maritime  superiority,'^ 
a  thing  which  made  the  measure  legitimate, 
and  consistent  with  the  law  of  nations;  and 
there  was  not  one  word  to  shew  that  they . 
meant  it  in  mere  retaliation. 

The  Earl  of  fVeetmortland  sAid^  that  no- 
ble lords  made  the  inconsistencies  of  which 
they  complained.  They  would  not  divide 
the  question  of  the  Orders  in  Council  into 
two  points  of  view,  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
considered — into  that  ^vhich  the  crown  did 
from  its  prerogative  of  war,  and  what  was 
agreeable  to  the  municipal  hrw  of  the 
land. — In  adverting  to  America,  he  warmly 
contended  that  the  measures  of  the  late 
government  caused  that  irritation  which  ap- 
peared in  the  disposition  and  councils  of 
that  country ;  and  concluded  by  exfH^esauag 
a  sentiment  of  amity  and  friendship  towards 
that  counliy,  whose  very  existence  he  con- 
sidered to  depend  upon  the  greatness  and 
prosperity  of  this. 

Earl  Grey  vmdicated  the  late  govern- 
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ment  from  the  aspersioDS  that  had  been 
thrown  upon  them,  by  asserting  that  the 
Order  of  the  7  th  Jan.  was  an  act  of  reta- 
liation, and  that  it  avowed  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
nth  Nov.  was  founded.  He  distinctly 
shewed,  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  si- 
miliarity,  and  he  strongly  animadverted  on 
the  disingenuous  manner,  in  which  a  noble 
and  leanicd  lord  had  partially  quoted  and 
misrepresented  his  note  to  Mr.  Rist.  He 
also  explained  the  course  of  proceeding 
which  had  been  taken  with  respect  to  Ame- 
rica, and  shewed  that  the  declarations 
made  to  them  by  the  late  government,  had 
been  satisfactory,  as  would  have  been 
proved  to  the  house,  if  the  Answer  to  Mr. 
Madison  had  been  laid  upon  the  table.  He 
observed,  on  the  reparation  made  by  the 
present  ministers  for  the  afiair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, that  it  had  at  least  been  tardy,  since 
several  months  had  elapsed  before  the  de- 
parture of  Mr.  Rose,  and  he  expressed  his 
fears,  that  at  the  very  time  they  were  now 
debating  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  they 
applied  to  America,  ministers  might  be  in 
possession  of  the  determination  of  the 
American  government  on  the  point. 

Lord  Hawkeahury  entered  at  length  in- 
to the  pretended  distinction  between  the 
Order  of  th^  7th  Jan.  and  the  late  Orders. 
He  declared  that  he  could  not  discover  any 
difference  in  principle,  and  scarcely  any 
difference  in  language.  When  noble  lords 
said  it  was  not  an  act  of  retaliation,  they 
should  look  back  to  the  Papers,  where  it 
was  distinctly  stated  to  be  in  retaliation  of 
the  enemy's  Decree.  But  neither  that 
measure  nor  the  present,  though  in  their 
consequences  they  touched  neutrals,  could 
be  said  to  be  agamsl  neutrals.  They  were 
against  the  enemy,  and  it  was  onl^  by  their 
consequences  that  they  affected  neutrals. 
This  was  the  nature  of  a)l  belligerent  acts. 
A  measure  was  taken  by  the  enemy  in  hos- 
tility to  us,  and  which  in  its  result  affected 
neutrab;  we  retaliated  on  the  enemy 
and  that  also  affected  neutrals ;  but  surely 
they  could  ofly  complain  of  the  original 
aggressor.  With  respect  to-  the  tardy 
reparation  made  to  America  for  the  a^r 
of  the  Chesapeake,  they  had  made  instant 
reparation,  even  before  any  remonstrance 
or  complaint  was  made.  They  expected 
that  the  American  ministers  would  have 
been  intrusted  to  settle  the  business  here. 
And  so  they  were ;  but  their  instructions 
were  to  mix  so  many  other  matters  with 
ft,  that  it  was  found  to  be  impossible. 

Vol.  X. 


and  so  at  length  they  determined  to  send  Mr. 
Rose  to  America.  He  defended  the  mea- 
sure of  the  Orders  in  Council  as  indispen- 
sible  on  our  part,and  argued  that  the  proofs 
of  the  submission  of  neutrals  to  the  Decree 
of  the  French  w6re  clear  and  manifest. 
The  answer  of  M.-Decres  to  the  applica^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory*  He  stafed  only  his  own  opin- 
ion, whereas  he  ought  to  have  given  the 
explanation  of  the  government. 

Lord  Grenville  combatted  the  arguipenf  s 
on  the  other  side.  His  lordship  reviewed 
the  decrees  of  France  against  the  trade  of 
this  country,  and  cited  the  few  instances  in 
which  they  had  been  fully  enforced :  he 
admitted  the  right  of  fair  retaliation,  pro- 
vided it  did  not  extend  to  the  injury  of 
neutral  powers.  He  adverted  to  the  cala- 
mities which  must  arise  to  our  merchants 
and  manufacturers  by  enforcing  these  orders 
in  council ;  and  the  mischievous  consequen- 
ces to  our  West  India  colonies,  should  the 
difierences  l>etween  this  country  and  Amerir 
ca  long  subsist ;  and  concluded,  by  advis-^ 
ing  his  majesty*s  mmisters  to  adopt  those 
measures  now  that  would  be  considered  as 
acts  of  generosity  and  conciliation  towards 
that  country,  rather  than  wait  for  the  time 
when  they  must  adopt  them  through  ne- 
cessity. 

The  Earl  of  Galloway  contended,  that 
the  justification  of  ministers  might  be  drawn 
from  the  speeches  of  noble  lords  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  who  all  made  the 
reservation  that  the  maintenance*  of  our 
maritime  rights  ought  to  be  paramount  to 
every  other  consideration.  The  Orders 
in  Council,  he  considered  a  just  and  a  wise 
measure,  which  should  therefore  have  his 
support."— The  house  then  divided — For  the 
previous  ques. ...  66,  ....Proxies  7 1 — 1 37 
Against  it 24,  ...Proxies  23 —  47 

Majority —JO. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS.      . 

Monday,  Febrtmry  29. 

[King's  Message  respecting  an  An- 
nuity TO  THE  Family  of  the  late  Lord 
Lake.] — ^The  house  wen£  into  a  Committee 
on  his  majesty's  message  respecting  an 
Annuity  to  the  Family  of  the  late  lord 
Lake. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  his  majesty's 
most  gracious  Message,  trusted  that  the 
propositions  he  had  to  offer  in  pursuance 
of  that  Message,  would  find  but  little 
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difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
acceding  to  it.  Wiien  his  majesty  called 
upon  parliament  to  substantiate  those 
marks  of  his  royal  favour  and  approbation 
which  he  conferred  upon  distinguished 
naval  and  military  characters,  the  house  of 
commons  always  answered  the  call  with 
promptitude  and  liberality.  The  reason 
why  this  application  was  not  made  imme- 
diately on  the  intelligence  of  the  service 
done,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  highest 
honour  his  majesty  could  confer  was  be- 
stowed on  lord  l^ake,  was,  that  lord  Lake 
was  then  absent  in  India,  and  it  was  not 
known  that  his  circumstances  were  such 
as  to  require  the  aid  of  public  liberality. 
After  the  return  of  the  noble  lord,  which 
was  soon  followed  by  his  much  lamented 
deaths  he  received  such  marks  of  the  favour 
of  the  crown,  and  other  distinguished 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  that  he  felt 
himself  in  some'  measure  able  to  support 
bi«  dignity  without  public  aid,  and  he,  of 
course,  felt  unwilling  to  come  forward 
with  such  an  application  as  that  which 
gave  rise  to  his  majesty's  gracious  Mes- 
sage, now  under  consideration.  This  coun- 
try had  by  his  unfortunate  death  lost  one 
of  its  most  valuable  military  officers,  and  on 
inquiry  into  his  circumstances,  they  were 
found  inadequate  to  support  the  hereditary 
honours  his  majesty  had  bestowed  as  the 
reward  of  his  services.  Thus,  while  the 
services  were  of  that  distii]guished  nature 
as  to  afford  the  strongest  claim  to  parlia- 
mentry  reward,  the  circumstances  of  the 
fiaunily  were  such  as  to  strengthen  that 
claim.  Lord  Lake's  military  life  had  been 
a  succession  of  brilliant  and  meritorious 
actions,  from  the,  time  of , the  American  war 
down  to  his  last  campaigns  ir.  India.  Some 
of  his  lordship's  acts  were  such  as  to  bring 
home  to  him  personally,  the  whole  merit 
•  of  the  success  of  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished victories  gained,  among  which  he 
was  bound  to  particularise  that  of  Lin- 
celles  by  the  British  arms.  Never,  in 
fact,  did  any  man  present  to  his  troops,  in 
the  day  of  battle,  more  striking  examples 
of  every  quiality  that  were  calculated  to 
inspire  valour  and  to  lead  to  victory.  '  The 
same  principle  to  which  the  French  gene- 
rals owed  most  of  their  victories  in  the  l^te 
wars,  that  of  exposing  their  own  persons 
in  every  point  of  imminent  danger  and 
apparently  doubtful  is^ue,  was  eminently 
conspicuous  in  lord  Lake's  military  con- 
duct. Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might 
exist,  with  respect  to  tlie  policy  pursued 
in  the  recent  goveriiment  of  Indfa^  certainly 


there  was  room  for  no  difference  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  services  rendered  by 
lord  Lake  in  the  military  department. 
This  would  bfe  particularly  felt  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  when  the  French,  meditating 
an  attack  upon  our  Indian  empire,  were 
obliged  to  wait  to  establish  a  footing,  and 
to  break  ground  in  Persia,  instead  of  com- 
mencing at  once  on  the  banks  of  the 
Jumna  or  the  Ganges,  with  a  Mahratta 
army  disciplined  and  commanded  by- 
French  officers.  To  lord  Lake  belonged 
the  merit  of  dispersing  and  destroying  that 
army,  and  thus  establishing  the  security 
of  our  Indian  empire  on  a  basis  more  solid. 
Yte  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter 
more  at  large  on  the  subject,  as  he  felt 
that  every  one  must  be  sensible  of  the  value 
of  the  services  of  the  illustrious  deceased. 
He  should  also,  to.save  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee, state  now  another  motion  which  he 
intended  to  offer  after  the  one  founded  on 
his  majesty's  message  should  be  disposed 
of.  This  was  a  motion  for  a  monument  to 
be  erected  to  the  memory  of  lord  Lake. 
He  was  aware  that  this  was  a  testimony 
of  public  gratitude,  seldom  asked  but 
when  the  individual  fell  in  battle,  in  the 
moment  of  victory,  or  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  country's  cause.  But,  there 
were  some  few  instances  which  were  par- 
ticularly distinguished  from  this  rule,  and 
when  repeated  signal  victories  had  been 
gained  without  depriving  the  country  of  the 
life  of  the  person  who  had  achieved  them. 
Lord  Howe's  life  of  glory  had  been  thought 
worthy  of  this  distinction,  and  he  trusted 
there  would  be  found  equal  ground  to 
make  a  similar  exception  in  favour  of  lord 
Lake.  This  was  a  reward  the  most  cheap, 
and  an  incentive  the  most  powerfiiL  He 
had  further  only  to  add,  that  ^  it  was  just 
and  customary,  that  the  pension  should 
commence  from  the  time  of  the  act  that 
called  for  the  exercise  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive and  bounty,  lord  Lake's  forbearance 
from  preferring  his  claim,  should  he  no  bar 
to  the  benefit  being  enjoyed  from  the  date  of 
the  battle  of  Delhi,  from  which  he  derived 
his  title.  This  extension  of  tne  grant  would 
afford  the  means  of  making  some  arrange- 
ments for  the  benefit  of  the  female  part  of 
the  family,  wiio,  he  was  very  sorry  to  say, 
were  left  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  state. 
The  ]at«*  lord  Lake  having  died  bemre  the 
application  to  parliametit  could  be  made, 
his  life' was  hot  counted  as  one  of  the  three 
for  which  it  waCs  usual  to  grant  provisions 
of  this  kind.  The  grant  would  be  to  the 
present  lord  and  the  two  next  h^irs.    The 
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noble  lord  moved  accordingly^  "  That  the 
annual  sum  of  2000/.  nett  be  granted  to 
his  majesty  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  Great  Britain,  the  said  Annuity  to  com- 
mence from  the  11th  Sept.  1803,  and  be 
settled  in  the  most  beneficial  manner  upon 
vise.  Lake,  and  the  two  next  succeeding 
heirs  male  pf  gen.  vise.  Lake,  deceased, 
on  whom  the  title  of  vise.  Lake  and  baron 
Lake,  of  Delhi  and  Laswary,  and  of  Aston 
Clinton,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham, 
shall  descend.'' 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  although  he  had  no 
objection  to  go  with  the  noble  lord  in  the 
very  high  encomiums  he  had  bestowed 
upon  the  military  character  of  lord  Lake, 
and  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  rendered 
important  services  to  his  country,  yet, 
whatever  might  be  his  own  wish  that  tliose 
services  should  be  remimerated  witlv  libe- 
rality, still  he  felt  it  a  duty  paramount 
to  all  delicacy  upon  the  subject  to  declare 
his  sentiments,  when  the  purse  of  the 
country,  already  so  heavily  burthened, 
was  in  question.  His  majesty's  message 
proposed  to  the  house,  merely  a  provision 
of  2000  /.  a-year  to  the  two  next  heirs  in 
succession  of  gen.  Lake ;  but  the  noble 
lord  had  now  proposed  not  nierely  to  ex- 
tend this  annuity  to  another  generation, 
but  to  give  it  a  retrospective  operation,  to 
no  less  an  amount  than  9000/.  The  noble 
lord  had  |)leaded,  in  excuse  for  not  having 
sooner  proposed  this  remuneration,  the 
great  distance  at  which  gen.  Lake  was ; 
but  that  circumstance  did  not  preclude  the 
knowledge  of  his  services,  nor  prevent  his 
mskiesty  from  immediate  remuneration,  if 
it  were  deemed  necessary  ;  but  at  the  end 
of  Eve  years  to  bring  forward  this  propo- 
sition, and  to  claim  arrears  for  all  that 
time,  though  no  remuneration  was  till  now 
thought  necessary,  was  what  he  could  not 
accede  to.  The,  noble  lord  had  been  in 
possession  of  very  lucrative  employments, 
which  enabled  him  to  receive  large  sums 
of  money ;  so  large,  indeed,  as  to  render 
it  quite  indecorous  to  come  forward  during 
his  life-time  with  such  a  proposition  as 
this  ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  deceased,  than 
it  was  found  out  that  his  affairs  were  so 
embarrassed  as  to  leave  his  heirs  totally 
im^le  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  rank 
they  inherited.  Certainly,  the  condition 
of  the  family  of  lord  Lake,  as  represented 
by  the  noble  lord,  rendered  the  duty  ex- 
tremely painful  of  disapproving  any  pro- 
visioii  for  the  successor  of  the  noble  lord  ; 
and  to  prevent,  as  it  were,  the  peerage 
from  being  sulUedj  he  would  consent  to 


the  2000/.  a-year;  but  to  the.  grant  of 
9000  /.  and  the  expence  of  a  public  monu- 
ment, he  should  decidedly  object. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  supported  the  claims  to 
the  pension  and  the  monument.  He 
thought  it  the  strongest  recommendation 
of  lord  Lake,  that  he  had  returned  from 
filling  one  of  the  highest  office^  in  India, 
comparatively  poor. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  admitted  that  lord 
Lake  had  had  liberal  allowances  to  sup- 
port his  dignity  in  the  station  he  had  fillfed ; 
but  his  expences  were  ftiUy  equal  to  them. 
The  splendour  of  his  appointments,  the 
hospitality  of  an  open  table  for  his  officers, 
ancf  the  well-kno^vn  acts  of  his  private 
munificence,  had  prevented  him  from  ac- 
cumulating money ;  and  when  it  was  re- 
collected, that,  at  his  decease,  the  only 
provision  he  was  able  to  make  for  his  seve- 
ral daughters  was  1500/.  each,  he  was  con- 
fident, that  a  British  house  of  commons 
would  never  consider  such  a  provision 
adequate  for  the  daughters  of  such  a  man, 
Happy  would  it  be  for  England,  and  for 
India,  if  every  commander  sent  thither 
imitated  the  principles  and  the  conduct  of 
lord  Lake  !  He  did  not  use  his  power  for 
the  purposes  of  plunder  to  enrich  his  fa- 
mily. He  returned  from  India  with  only 
a  forturfe  of  .40,000/.  to  provide  for  a  wire 
and  seven  children.  Sir  John  Stewart 
had  received  his  pension  in  consequence 
of  his  services;  and  that  gallant  general, 
although  a  single  man,  had  declared  to 
him  he  never  could  save  any  thing  from 
the  allowances  assigned  him  ;  but  if  mili- 
tary officers  who  happened  to  be  married 
were  to  devote  their  whole  lives  to  their 
country's  service,  and  were  taught  not  to 
look  up  to  their  country  for  any  provision 
for  their  children,  left  destitute  by  their 
deaths,  it  were  better  to  pass  a  law  at 
once,  binding  them  to  chastity  like  Catholic 
priests,  and  thereby  prevent  theni  from 
having  children  to  provide  for. 

Lord  Castlcreagh  had  not  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  be  so  particular  in  stating  the 
narrow  circumstances  of  lord  Lake's  fa- 
mily ;  but  he  believed,  that  in  fact,  these 
ladies  would  take,  under  the  will,  little 
more  than  half  the  sum  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  member  who  had  just  sat  down. 

General  Tarlcton  supported  the  motion, 
and  detailed  the  particulars  of  the  storming 
of  the  trenches  at  Lincelles,  defended  by 
6000  French  troops,  by  1600  British  under 
lord  Lake.  It  was  an  additional  claim, 
that  the  noble  lord  had  returned  from 
India  in  circumstances  that  formed  a  direct 
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contrast  with  those  in  which  Lucullus  re-    inclination  to  withhold  his  just  claim,  gave 
turned  from  Asia,  and  Massena  from  Italy.'   that  noble  lord,  in  his  opinion,  a  greater 

title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  He 
even  thought,  that  what  waii  proposed  to 
be  granted  was  not  sufficient,  and  nothing 
prevented  him  from  raoVing  for  a  greater 
allowance,  but  his  unwillingness  to  inter- 
fere with  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  sug- 
gest and  propose  what  they  conceived 
proper  upon  such  an  occasion. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  that  he  never  rose 
with  greater  satisfaction  than  he  did  in 
supporting  tliis  motion,  for  if  ever  there 
was  a  man  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and 
esteem  of  his  country,  it  was  lord  Lake. 
He  was  unwilling  to  detract  from  the  merits 
of  lord  Howe,  but  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing, that  the  eminent  services  of  lord  Lake, 
in  india>  were  of  infinitely  greater  impor- 
tance to  the  country^  and  well  entitled  him 
to  that  monument  which  was  proposed  to 
be  raised  to  his  memory. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  he  had  informa- 
tion which  induced  him  to  believe,  that 
although  lord  Lake  might  have  died  worth 
only  40,000/.  he  brought  with  him  from 
India  nearer  140,000/.  He  thought  that 
in  all  such  cases  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  inouire  into  the  actual  cir- 
cumstances of  those  who  claimed  pen- 
sions. If  lord  Lake's  poverty  proceeded 
merely  from  his  neglecting  to  embrace  the 
opportunities  which  presented  themselves 
to  him  of  enriching  himself,  it  would  be  the 
brightest  jewel  in  his'  character.  He  had, 
however,  reason  to  believe  that  such  was 
not  the  fact.  He  had,  however,  n6  objec- 
tion to  the  peerage  being  accompanied  with 
a  pension,  as  he  thought  not  only  dignity 
but  independence  should  be  attached-  to 
a  peerage.  He  had  understood,  that  the 
real  cause  of  lord  Lake's  dying  in  such 
moderate  circumstances,  was,  that  he  had 
honourably  discharged  out  of  the  money 
he  made  in  India,  those  immense  debts 
which  he  had  previously  contracted  in 
this  country. 

Sir  A,  neUcsley  said,  that  it  was  very 
true  that  lord  Lake  was  greatly  in  debt 
previous  to  his  going  to  India,  and  to  the 
discharge  of  those  debts,  the  residue  of 
his  pay  and  appointments,  aflter  the  neces- 
sary expence  of  his  establishment  was  de- 
ducted^ was  constantly  applied,  and  paid 
over  to  an  agent  that  went  from  England 
for  that  purpose.  As  to  the  circumstances 
of  lord  Lake's  family,  he  knew  that  his  fii- 
mily  estate  only  amounted  to  about  800/. 
a  year,  and  that  the  money  that  he  died 
worth  was  only  from  35,000/.  to  4(^000/^ 


There  could  be  nothing,  in  his  opinion, 
more  honourable  to  that  noble  lord  s  cha- 
racter, than  that  he  returned  from  India 
poor,  and  died  honourable.  As  to  the 
proposed  monument,  it  bad  his  hearty  as- 
sent, ^s  he  was  convinced  there  was  not 
ft  greater  idol  throughout  the  whole  army 
than  the  late  lord  Lake. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  he  felt  disagreeable 
sensations  in  opposing  this  resolution,  but 
he  did  it  upon  general  grounds.  If  the 
argument  that  had  been  used  as  to  the  late 
lord  Lake's  poverty  was  good  for  any 
thing,  it  must  go  to  tliis,  that  if  any  person 
who  had  signalized  himself  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  should,  notwithstanding  his 
lucrative  situation,  die,  leaving  his  family 
poor,  they  were  to  become  a  burden  upon 
the  public.  He  should  forbear  discussing 
the  general  services  and  merits  of  lord 
Lake,  as  he  had  heard  no  arguments  used 
that  could  justify  the  motion  that  had  been 
made.  He  could  not  agree  that  a  monu- 
ment should  be  erected  to  his  memory  at 
the  public  expence,  as  that  was  an  honour 
that  ought  not  to  be  conferred  on  any 
oificer  who  had  not  fallen  in  the  moment 
of  victory. 

Earl  Temple  differed  from  the  noble  lord 
who  bad  just  sat  down,  as  he  could  not 
conceive  there  could  be  a  greater  claim 
to  public  gratitude  than  that  which  had 
been  stated.  In  his  opinion,  lord  Lake's 
having  returned  from  India  to  this  country, 
and  dying  under  the  circumstances  that 
bad  been  represented,  not  only  entitled  his 
family  to  the  consideration  of  the  public, 
but  shewed  that  he  had  acted  in  a  manner 
..highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  honour- 
able to  the  nation.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  the  house  would  not  sufler  his  children 
to  remain  in  such  a  state  of  honourable 
poverty. 

Mr.  Sumner  contributed  his  testimony 
to  the  eminent  services  and  qualifications 
of  the  noble  general.  It  was  true,  that 
.  the  emoluments  ofhis  situation  were  great, 
but  his  private  charities,  and  his  generosi- 
ty to  the  officers  engaged  in  the  same 
service,  exhausted  his  fortune  to  an  ex- 
tent which  it  would  be  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain. As  to  the  observation,  that  the  ap- 
plication might  have  been  made  sooner, 
he  should  only  remind  the  house,  that  so 
long  as  lord  Lake  was  in  the  enjoyment  of 
such  emoluments  abroad,  his  disposition 
was  such  that  he  disdained  making  any  ap- 
plication for  farther  rewards  at  home.  This 
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Such  being  the  actual  state  of  his  ctccum- 
stances,  it  was  evident  that  the  dignity  of 
the  peerage  could  not  be  supported  by 
his  successor,  nor  his  family  provided  for, 
unless  the  house  should  agree  to  grant  the 
pension. 

Mr.  Wkiibread  did  not  deny  that  lord 
Lake  had  performed  great  services ;  but 
still  he  did  not  think  those  services  of  so 
pre-eminent  a  nature  as  to  be  entitled  to 
such  extraordinary  rewards.  In  the  ac- 
tual circumstances  of  lord  Lake's  family, 
be  could  not  object  to  the  usual  pension  of 
2,000/.  per  annum,  although  he  must  ob^ 
ject  to  the  additional  grant.  Applications 
to  the  house  for  pensions  of  this  descrip- 
tion  were  made  on  the  ground  of  services, 
and  not  of  poverty.  When  the  great  duke 
of  Marlborough  rendered  the  nation  im- 
portant services,  they  were  most  munifi- 
cently rewarded.  The  munificence  of  the 
nation  in  this  respect,  was  not  <m  accowit 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, tor  he  was  not  a  poor  man,  but 
it  was  proportioned  to  the  services  he  had 
performed.  If  lord  LakeJiad  performed 
services  of  that  description,  the  reward 
would  have  gone  on  the  same  principle. 
He  believed  that  lord  Lake  was  a  very 
brave  officer,  and  much  beloved  by  .the 
army;  but  mere  gallantry  as  an  officer 
did  not  entitle  any  man  to  claim  such  re- 
wards. If  it  were  so,  the  hon.  generals 
who  had  spoken  might  also  claim  pensions 
of  2,000  /.  a  year :  although  the  house 
might  be  very  well  prepared  to  admit  their 
merits,  yet  they  would  be  very  unwilling 
to  grant  them  the  pensions.  In  the  present 
case,  he  saw  no  other  plea  for  the  extraor- 
dinary grant,  except  the  necessities  of  lord 
Lake  s  family. 

Mr.  LuskingUm  said,  that,  as  it  was  stated 
that  the  fortunes  of  lord  Lake's  daughters 
did  not  exceed  1500/.  he  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  give  the  sum  of  9000/. 
among  the  younp^er  children,  than  make  it 
a  present  to  the  inheritor  of  the  tide. 

Sir  JP.  Eufxka  rose  to  enter  his  protest 
against  the  grant  He  had  ^two  objec- 
tions; <me  on  personal  grounds,  and  the 
other  upon  constitutional  grounds.  The 
personal  objection  was  this,  that  when  any 
individual  came  forward  to  claim  a  pen- 
sion on  the  ground  of  services,  those  ser- 
vices should  be  of  a  very  distinguished 
nature.  There  ought  not  to  be  any  ne- 
cessity for  asking  when  and  where  those 
services  were  performed ;  but  they  should 
be  aervices  of  that  brilliant  kind*  that  the 
&me  iof  them  shoold.  ring  through  the 


world.  In  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country,  when  the  people  of  England 
were  burthened  and  exhausted  with  taxa- 
tion, he  did  not  think  that  any  extraordi- 
nary grants  of  money  should  be  voted  as  a 
remuneration  for  services  which  were  not 
in  themselves  of  extraordinary  merit 
This  was  the  .whole  of  the  personal  objec- 
tion, as  he  ^  did  not  deny  that  lord  Lake 
was  a  gallant  officer,  and  had  performed 
some  services,  although  he  differed  with 
many  hon.  members  as  to  the  value  of  those 
services. — His  great  objection,  however, 
to  the  grant,  ^vas  upon  constitutiomd 
grounds.  He  thought  that  his  majesty 
fiad  ample  resources  and  means  to  reward 
every  merit  of  this  nature,  and  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  applying,  to  parlia- 
ment to  lay  a  new  burden  upon  the  peo- 
ple. He  should  ask,  what  had  become  of 
ail  those  sinecures  which  were  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  crown,  and  under  the  patronage 
of  ministAs  ?  Whenever  they  had  been  al- 
luded to  in  that  house,  it  was  always  argued 
by  ministers,  that  these  things  were  very 
necessary,  in  order  to  enable  the  crown  to 
reward  eminent  services ;  but,  whenever 
there  were  any  eminent  services  to  be  re* 
warded,  instead  of  giving  any  of  those 
places  which  it  was  pretended  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  patronage  of,  for  the 
reward  of  eminent  services,  the  real  re- 
ward was  alwa3rs  made  to  come  by  im- 
posing an  additional  burden  on  the  peo- 
ple. He  should  wish  to  ask  the  gentle - 
men  on  the  other  side,  what  kind  of 
eminent  services  those  were,  for  the  re- 
ward of  which  those  things  were  given? 
They  were  services  which  never  saw  the 
light — ^services  which  none  but  the  minis- 
ters knew  any  thing  about  When,  how- 
ever, any  real  service  was  performed,  they 
applied  to  parliament  to  reward  it,  by  lay- 
ing additional  burdens  on  an  exhausted 
people.  On  this  principle,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  the 
motion,  and  call  for  a  division.  As  to  the 
merits  of  lord  Lake,  he  thought  that  was  a 
very  minor  consideration.  Whatever  the 
merits  of  that  oallant  officer  might  be,  the 
remuneration  Be  received  was  not  behind 
them.  There  were  many  other  gallant 
officers  who  had  performed  services  which 
had  been  by  no  means  revrarded  in  the 
proportion  that  lord  Lake's  had  been.  He 
believed  that  if  lord  Lake  were  now  alive, 
he  could  not  consent  to  put  in  a  claim  for 
additional  grants  to  reward  his  service^ 
which  grants  must  be  another  burden  im- 
posed upon  an  exhausted  people,    tf  his 
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to  take  a^vay  any  thing  from  the  fame  and 
glory  which  he  had  acquired. 

Lord  G,  Cavendish  agreed  with  the  hon. 
member  who  spoke  last,  that  titles  ought 
not  to  be  bestowed  without  great  consi- 
deration, both  of  the  services  of  the  indi- 
Tidual  and  of  his  means  to  support  the 
dignity  and  independence  of  the  peerage. 
He  thought  the  peerage  was  often  very 
improperly  given  to  military  men,  whose 
services  were  by  no  means  of  the  first 
order.  This,  however,  was  not  the  case 
with  respect  to  the  gallant  officer,  whose 
Tnerits  and  whose  claims  were  now  under 
consideration.  He  should  think  the  house 
vrould  act  in  a  niggardly  manner,  if  they 
were  to  refuse  what  was  now  proposed  for 
the  funily  of  lord  Lake. 

Mr.  Lyttbion  said,  that  althoi^gh  he  did 
not  pretend  to  be  a  perfect  judge  of  the 
military  merits  of  lord  Lake,  yet  every 
body  had  agreed  that  the  merits  of  the 
noble  lord  were  conspicuous,  and  that  if 
they  were  not  of  the  first  class,  they  at 
least  approximated  very  much  to  the  first 
class.  Instead  of  wishmg  that  services  of 
this  nature  should  be  rewarded  by  the 
crown,  without  the  intervention  of  parlia- 
ment, he  should  wish  the  revrards  of  merit 
and  public  service  to  flow  more  immedi- 
ately from  the  people.  He  wished  the 
patronage  of  the  crown  was  retrenched ; 
and  he  thought  the  ministers  would  h^ve 
come  down  to  the  house  with  much  more 
grace,  if,  when  they  made  an  application 
for  this  grant,  they  had  pointed  out  a  cor- 
responding retrenchment. 

The  Secretary  at  War  bore  testimony  to 
the  professional  merit  and  important  ser- 
vices of  lord  Lake.  He  thought,  that  upon 
constitutional  grounds,  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous and  improper  that  poverty  and  the 
peerage  should  be  associated  together. 

Mr.  Tierney  expressed  a  fear,  that  it 
would  be  considered,  that  the  house  shew- 
ed too  great  a  readiness  to  dispose  of  the 
public  money.  He  agreed  implicitly  with 
the  hon.  baronet,  that  the  house  should 
anxiously  watch  over  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
the  people  would  thank  him  for  his  anxiety 
in  watching  over  the  public  expenditure, 
so  far  as  to  refuse  a  well-merited  reward 
to  a  gallant  officer.  The  first  question 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  considered 
was,  whether  he  had  deserved  the  peerage 
or  not ;  and  secondly,  whether  the  grant 
proposed  was  a  proper  one.  He  would 
not  however  allow,  that  whenever  a  peer- 
age was  granted  on  accoont  of  military 


services,  a  pension  shonld  be  v( 
that  house.  lie  should  now  take  the 
tunity  to  lay  in  his  claim  (x>  protest 
this  doctrine  on  a  future  day,  if  it  si 
proposed  in  favour  of  other  ne 
peers ;  but  as  for  lord  Lake,  it  mus 
lowed  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
British  officer  to  be  placed  in  a  hi 
more  responsible  situation  than  ] 
and  then  the  question  would  be,  hoi 
perform  his  duty  in  that  situation  ? 
been  generally  admitted,  that  no 
could  have  conducted  himself  wi 
integrity.  He  could  8pea)c  fr 
means  of  information  which  the  £ 
he  had  lately  held  (President  of  th 
of  Controul)  gave  him.  The  m 
lord  Lake  were  not  merely  in  the 
battle,  but  he  conducted  himsc 
great  ability  in  some  delicate  nego 
with  the  native  powers  of  Indi 
thought  a  person  placed  in  a  hi 
responsible  situation,  and  who  w; 
nently  successfni,  did  deserve  the  p 
and  that  the  grant  proposed  was 
much.  The  utmost  pension  wh 
crown  had  the  power  of  bestowing 
was  1200/.  per  annum  nominal 
really  no  more  than  800/.  would 
no  means  an  adequate  remuneral 
such  services.  As  to.  a  public  mor 
he  could  wish  that  that  honour  sb 
reserved  exclusively  to  those  gener 
received  their  death  in  the  field  of 
The  East  India  company  were,  h 
often  liberal  in  those  things ;  and 

Principal  services  had  been  perfor 
ddia,  he  thought  it  would  be  be 
in  them  to  take  this  part  of  the  e 
upon  themselves. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  said,  that  from  th 
ments  he  had  now  heard,  he  wishec 
tract  the  opinion  he  had  expresses 
the  public  monument.  He  defenc 
observations  of  the  hon.  baronet  fi 
constructions  which  had  been  pu 
them. 

Sir  F,  Burdett  said,  that  he  hai 
most  entirely  misrepresented  by  tb 
hon.  the  chancelbr  of  the  exche^ 
to  what  he  had  said  about  the  meam 
the' crown  possessed  of  rewarding  e 
services.  He  had  not  alluded  to  tli 
sion  list,  or  thought  of  it ;  he  allu< 
rectly  to  the  great  offices,  sinecures  ] 
verfions,  which  ministers  always  pi 
ed  were  necessary,  in  order  to  all 
crown  the  means  of  rewarding  e 
services.  He  was  surprized  that  tli 
hon.  gent*  should  have  mistaken  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


801]       PARL  DEBATES,  Feb.  29,  XSOB.— Mediation  of  Russia  and  Austrii 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  3Ion day,  February  29. 
MEDIATION  OF  Russia  and  Aus- 
tria.]— Mr.  Whitbread  rose  and  spoke 
nearly  as  follows: — Mr.  Speaker;  It  has 
been  announced,  in  the  Speech  delivered 
by  the  Lords  Commissioners  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session  of  parliament,  that 
this  is  the  crisis  of  the  fate  of  the  country ; 
and  I  believe  the  assertion  to  be  true.  At 
various  epochs  of  the  v.ar,  persons  speaking 
in  this  and  the  other  house  of  parliament, 
have  used  the  epithets  alarming,  disastrous, 
tremendous  ;  and  each  has  appeared  to  be 
appropriate  to  the  period  at  which  it  was 
spoken,  till  at  length  an  accumulation  of 
events  has  brought  us  to  the  crisis  of  our 
fate.  It  still  remains  to  be  decided,  whether 
that  crisis  shall  lead  to  the  destruction  or 
the  salvation  of  the  empire.  I  profess  my- 
self to  be  of  a  dispositK>n  rather  sanguine 
under  the  pressure  of  pdUlical  difficulties  ; 
and  I  am  so,  not  only  from  constitution  of 
mind,  but  also  upon  the  principle,  that  no 
,  man  ought  t(»  enter  into  the  business  of 
public  life,  without  a  determination  never 
to  despair  of  the  public  welfare.  Such  is 
the  power  of  triie  wisdpm,  when  once  ap- 
plied to  the  conduct  of  human  affairs ;  such 
is  what  may  be  termed  its  vis  niedicairix 
that  no  situation  can  be  imagined  so  despe- 
rate as  not  to  admit  of  remedy.  It  is  ab^ 
sohitely  necessary,  however,  to  nse  the 
time  which  yet  remains,  with  discretion,  * 
and  we  are  in  a  situation  in  which  no  fresli 
error  can  be  committed  with  impunity. 
I  have  felt  it  therefore  to  be  my  duty  at 
this  particular  moment,  to  bring  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  house  the  transactions  of 
the  last  few  months,  to  propose  .the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  upon  the  conduct 
of  ministers  with  regard  to  our  foreign  re- 
lations during  the  time  they  have  been  in 
power,  and  a  mode  of  proceeding  for  the 
Aiture.—- 1  am  not  presumptuous  enough  to 
imagine,  that  what  I  shall  subnn't  to  your 
coosideration  will  prove  an  infallible  reme- 
dy; but  at  the  same  time  I  have  a  right  to 
hope  that  my  advice,  if  adopted,  may  pro- 
bably, or  possibly  at  least,  lead  to  political 
salvation;  for  the  experiment  \«hirh  1  have 
in  view,  has  been  hitherto  absolutely  un- 
tried. We  are  at  presei>t,  in  ray  view  and 
estimate  of  things,  grovelling  in  error.  The 
country,  is  in  a  state, of  delusion,  wbich  was 
at  the  tirst  artificially  created,  and  hjs  been 
kept  up  from  time  to  time  for  interested 
purposes,  till  at  last  the  whole  community 
Vot.  X, 


appears  to  be,  in  an  alarming  d 
too  willing  slave  of  its  own  ptTJudi 
object  is  to  dispel  tlK*se  cloud>,  t( 
house,  and  the  country  to  the  tr 
ledge  of  the  circumstances  in  ^ 
stand,  to  ascertain  whether  our  in 
vitable,  and  our  salvation  iinpo: 
induce  you  to  act  with  jnslire  boll 
selves  and  others  ;  that,  if  it  bl»o| 
God  that  this  great  nation  shoul 
be  overcome,  we  may  meet  our 
the  resolution  of  men  who  had 
which  depended  upon  them  to  avt 
that  if  we  do  perish,  we  at  least  ci 
in  the  light  or  day. — Sir,  1  doimt 
bring  before,  the  house  the  distre^ 
of  our  countrymen  aiisii»g  from 
and  indeed  I  have  refrained  iVoi 
nu'te  enquiry  into  the  particular  e 
ments  felt  in  various  of  our  mo.^t  i 
brandies  of  commerce,  lest  \  s 
templed  to  dwell  on  the  delai 
grievances,  and  appear  to  confiue 
ter  now  before  me  to  narrow,  or 
grounds.;  or  to  induce  llie  house 
a  plan  of  action  founded  upon  tli 
of  itstlf  would  not  afford  its  jus 
But  there  are  many  symptoms  c 
the  statement  maUe  in  the  spec< 
Lords  Commissioners,  vvhirh  it  is 
ble  totally  to  overlook.  The  nit 
nent  of  them  arc  the  peliUons,  \ 
upon  your  table,  praying  you  to 
majesty  to  enter  into  a  negotiytii 
tirst  convenient  opportunity,  and 
are  told,  have  ahtady  bttn  sii^nt 
less  than  from  thirty  to  forty 
persons.  Tliese  petit  ioi>s  huve  i 
liar  character  about  Iheni,  thai 
the  sj>ontJsneous  expressions  of  tl 
have  signed  them.  In  this  vie\*, 
mand  our  peculiar  aUentinn.  I 
ever  strong  our  parly  divinons 
however  contentious  our  dtlK^tts 
that  no  one  will  pre.sun'ie  to  ^ay, 
party  influence  has  been  used  ioi 
pose  of  procuring  them.  At  forii 
it  is  well,  known  that  the  uhoie 
fiersons  of  consideration  in  the  coi 
been  exerted  to  induce  par  icuiac 
districts,  or  towns,  to  come  fonva 
press  their  opinions,  either  wi^h  i 
wars  that  might  be  then  dipn 
upon  any  other  subject  *>f  po  Iiic 
tauce.  Such  has  uot  btcu  the  ca: 
sent.  Here  give  me  leave  to  obm 
such  peti\ion!«  have  at  dTitiereut  t 
duceu  the  most  benefirial  ctfeci: 
put  an  end  to  the  Americau  Mai 
3  F 
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pt'litioiis  of  the  people  1   What  produced 
those   pelitioiis,   but    the  ruihous  conse- 
cjueiiecs  o^  that  war,  ubich  was  at  its  com- 
ihenrenienl,  and  during  a  great  part  of  its 
firogress,  a  popular  war  ?  It  was  hot  till  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  which  at  length 
took  place  as  one  of  its  deplorable  effects, 
that  the  pcopl(*  were  roused  to  a  sense  of 
tht'ir  situation  ;  when  roused,  their  efforts 
prcKJuced  ihe  peace  of  1 7  S3,  which  no  one 
will  now  say  was  not  a  blessing  to  the  coun- 
try.    But  the  petitions  in  those  instances 
were  excited  and  supported  by  sir  George 
Saville,  and  other  men  of  high  character 
and  eminence  in  their  day ;    these  now  be- 
fore yo»i  are  the  unsolicited  expressions^  of 
the  feelings  of  the  people.     Observe  their 
character,   their  toue,   and   their  temper. 
They  relate  the  distresses  of  the  petitioners 
MJlhout  exajtgeration,  they  propose,  most 
respectfully,  their  wish  that  an  attempt  may 
,be  made  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  by  the 
continuance  of  which   they   declare  that 
their  ruin  will  be  produced ;  but   at  the, 
same  titxie  they  manfully  assert,  that  if  the 
demands  of  the  enemy  should  be  found 
unreasonable,  or  inconsistent  with  the  ho- 
nouY  of  the  country,  they  will  iie'rish  rather 
than  iubmif.    Their-  ntoderation  calls  for 
our  applause,  their  sufferings  must  excite 
our  attention,  and  in  their  final  resolution 
we  must  be  all  prepared  to  join. — Many 
gentlemen  have  delivered  their  sentiments 
in  this  house  upon  the  propriety  and  policy 
of  these  petitions.     I  am  afraid  the  majo- 
rity of  opinious  is  against  them  ;  and  cer- 
tainly whatever  influence  has  been  exerted, 
has  been  adverse  to  their  adoption.     But 
huch  attempts  have  been,  and  must  be  in 
their  nature  vain.     I  also  think  them  un- 
ronslilulional  and  ii^ipolilic — I  am  glad  to 
ssL'C  the  petitions   upon  the  table   of  the 
house.     First,  because  1  know  that   when 
people  feel  acutely,  they  will  express  their 
feelhigs,  and  that  if  driven  from  what  is 
their  ordinary  course,  they  niust  resort  to 
.a  channel  w  hich  would  be  neither  so  desira- 
ble  nor  so  constitutional.     Secondly,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  the  present  ministers 
arc  extremely  unwilling  to  negociate,  and 
1  am  desirous  in  the  actual  circumstances 
of  the  country,  that  they  should  be  forced 
to  m\ike  an  experiment,  which  (I  repeat) 
lias  never  yet  been  tried.      It  is  absurd  to 
suppose  that  the  petitions  can  give  en- 
couragement to  the  enehiy.     H^  must  be 
acquainti^d  >vith  the  state  of  tlie.couhtry, 
and  if  he*  were  not,^he  very  attempt    to 
'\\\xi  down  |x*litions,  would  prove  to  liim 


two  things  : — first,  that  the  distress  actually 
exists,  and,  secondly,  that  you  are  afraid  of 
its  l)eing  known.  '  By  the  very  attempt  to 
conceal  you  reveal  the  fact.  Therefore* 
sir,  I  trust  that  these  petitions  will  multiply, 
and  tfiat  they  will  aclhere  to  the  same  tem- 
perate, firni,  and  respectful  language  which 
has  hitherto  been  used.  If  I  were  to  de- 
vise  a  form  in  which  petitioners  should  ad- 
dress this  house,  most  meritorious  for  feel- 
ing, for  manly  fortitude,  and  for  respect  to 
the  body  before  whom  they  appear,  I 
should  w  ith.  perfect  satisfaction  exemplify 
my  ideas  in  the  words  of  the  Bolton  peti- 
tion.^ [Here  the  hon.  gent,  read  the  said 
Petition,  which  will  be  found  at  Feb-  25.] 
Sir,  it  is  necessary,  however,  for  me  to 
observe,  that  these  petitions  have  had  no 
influence  upon  my  conduct  on  this  day ; 
I  have  not  corresponded,  or  had  any  com- 
munication ivith  any  of  the  petitioners. 
I  have  neither  impelled  (hem,  nor  am 
r  impelled  by  them.  I  act  upon  a  delibe- 
rate view  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
country.  I  certainly  take  upon  myself 
a  gr^at  weight  of  responsibility,  both  as  to 
the  act  itself,  and  as  to  tlie  time  of  perform- 
ing it ;  hut  as  1  can  have  no  hesitation  as 
to  the  expediency,  of  submitting  my  propo- 
sition to  parlianient,  so  it  appears  to  me, 
that  this,  of  all  others,  is  the  moment  in 
which  the  step  ought  to  be  taken.  I  have 
waited  for  some  time  after  the  production 
of  the  j)a|)ers,  which  by  the  King's  com- 
mand were  laid  ^  upon  the  table  of  the 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  further 
inf(nnnUiop,  some  of  which  has  been  af- 
forded by  ministers,  but  no  rational  hope 
can  now  be  entertained  that  they  will 
concede  further  on  this  point.  And  if  any 
one  could  have  flattered  himself,  that  from 
France  would  have  come  any  additional 
overtures,  I  think  that  expectation  liiilst 
now  be  at  an  end.  The  period  of  the  year 
is  advancing,  in  which  the  armies  will  begin 
to  march.  VVe  are  in  a  most  critical  situa- 
tion with  regard  to  America,  and  every 
thing  seems  to  portend,  that  if  the  present 
moment  be  lost,  none  odier  so  favourable 
can  occur. — The  circumstance^  in  which 
we  stand  are  rendered  more  alarming, 
from  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  administra- 
tion. Putting  asidfe,  for  the  present,  all 
consideration  of  the  means  by  which  they 
obtained  their  power,  I  look  oitly  to  their 
character,  while  in  power;  and  if  I  con- 
template the  repulsive  arrogance  of  their 
comniunications,  their  de;5tructive  activity 
of  enterprize,  their  perplexed  and  crude 
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efforts  at  coininerciar  re<!ulatioD,  mixed 
with  the  symptoms  of  uarrow-niinc^ed  and 
cruel  policy,  which  I  see. in  this  house,  if 
the  fate  of  tlie  country  be  really  doomed, 
it  appears  to  me  that  they  are  expressly 
designated  for '  its  consummation.  What 
has  happened  upon  the  continent  within 
the  period  of  their  official  life  1  After  the 
dissipation  of  the  delusion  so  widely  dif- 
fused, respecting  the  eventual  success  of 
the  allies  in  the  last  campaign,  and  of  the 
error  under  which  we  laboured,  as  to  the 
triumph  of  the  Russians  m^  the  battle  of 
Eylau ;  after  the  Prussian  monarcli  had 
t\vice  refused  tlie  overtures  of  France  to 
conclude  peace,  and  rejected  the  armistice 
.which  was  signed  in  his  name,  some  atiairs  of 
lesser  importance  were  succeeded  by  the 
battle  of  Heilsbrou,  which  was  immediately 
followed  up  by  the  fatal  battle  of  Fried- 
land,  in  which  the  renmant  of  the  Prussian 
monarchy  was  consumed,  the,  remaining 
forces  01  the  Russian  empire  completely 
defeated  and  put  to  flight,  and  the  assertion 
which  I  made  in  this  house,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  was 
Teriiied,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  pros- 
^tratc^t  the  feet  of  France.  I  will  not 
DOW  enter  into  any  detail  of  the  complaints 
which  have  been  brought  by  Russia  against 
tlib  country,  for  neglecting  to  assist  her  in 
the  moment  of  her  need.  1  will  not 
enquire  whether  the  predecessors  of  the 
present  administration  were  or  were  not  to 
blame,  whether  they  did  or  did  not  deceive 
the  Emperor  of  Russia.  I  will  grant  it 
either  way,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
.controversy  upon  that  point  to-ni^ht ;  and 
ia  the  view  of  my  argument,  it  is  unim- 
portant which  of  these  statements  be  true ; 
but  tliis  is  certain,  that  for  the  events,  which 
I  have  just  melitioned,  the  present  ministers 
are  not  responsible.  No,  their  rci»ponsibi- 
lity  arises  from  far  ditierent  causes.  Den- 
mark in  the  course  of  the  last  sunnner  has 
been  attacked,  insulted  and  calumniated : 
but  she  has  been  left  with  her  strength 
unimpaired,  and  from  a  neutral  forced 
into  the  situation  of  an  enemy. — Riissia, 
from  an  ally,  is  now  in  arms  against  you. 
America  is  on  the  eve  of  war,  and  the 
opportunity  of  obtammg  a  decision  in  our 
favor,  when  decision  had  become  necessary, 
absolutely  and  entirely  lost.  In  the  place 
of  that  political  wisdom  which  is  expert  at 
seizing  those  moments  which  folly  over- 
looks and  indiscretion  neglects,  the  whole 
jnind.of  the  administration  is  employed  in 
.absurd  custom-house    regulations,   which 


never  can  be  executed,  but  will  o 
a  monument  of  their  political 
For  the  situation  of  Denmark,  I 
America  towards  us  the  ministe; 
ponsibie. — Sir,  the  war  has  been 
by  them,  in  the  same  speech 
throne,  as  a  war  purely  defensiv 
can  exist  no  reason,  therefore^ 
termuiation,  arising  o  «  of  any  qs 
of  positive  advantage  which  can 
from  its  continuance, — it  nuisl  he 
purely  of  tenris.  Our  means  o 
m  the  strict  ^ense  of  the  term, 
although  not  perhaps  adeqiiai 
greatness  of  our  external  possessi 
means  of  defence,  by  the  wjiy 
upon  the  enemy,  are  little  or  nor 
would  ask,  where  is  it  possible  Ic 
unpression  upon  France?  Whe 
come  in  contact  with  her  1  By.u 
or  in  what  direction  can  you 
armies  for  the  purpose  of  makii 
sirous  of  peace?  For  my  own 
no  possibility  of  making  any  efiec 
upon  the  French  empire,  for  I  \ 
out  of  my  consideration  the  pi 
contest  of  commercial  privation, 
ministers  have  undertaKen,  and 
too  probable  that  parliamcQ^  i: 
sanction.  What  hope  can  then 
great  commercial  nation  like  t 
be  able  to  carry  on  such  a  warij 
country,  which,  from  nature  anc 
is  almost,  if  not  altogether,  incle 
commerce  1  The*  sns})ension  of 
nierce  cannot  be  borne  beyond 
period :  the  annihilation  of  the 
of  France  would  be  comparati 
portant  to  her,  and  w-onld  leave 
her  physical  strength  unimpaired 
the  war  be  purely  defepsive,  j 
termination  of  it  dojiends  only 
terms  to  be  obtained  from  the 
becomes  us,  in  the  lirst  place,  t' 
whether  opportunities  of  entering 
tiation  for  the  pur])ose  of  ascerla 
terms  might  hav^  been  obtained 
been  lost;  and  I. think  1  shall 
shew  to  tlie  house,  that  there 
moments  in  the  course  of  the 
months,  which,  if  wisely  improi 
at  least  have  been  used  for  the  j 
putting  the  sincerity  of  the  ene 
test,  and  even  if  he  had  been  fo 
cere,  it  would  have  been  of  the 
portance  in  my  opinion,  to  ha^e 
insincerity  beyond  all  question 
versy. — 1  do  not  imagine  that 
will  suppose  itself  to  be  precludes 
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consideration  of  the  papers  now  upon  the 
table,  bj  any  part  of  tlieir  addrf  ss  to  the 
Ling  at  Ihe  beginning  of  the  sessidVi:  because 
the  papers  were  not'  then  before  us,  and 
ct^rtiuniy  they  must  have  been  put  there 
Mith  a  view  to  tliefr  examination,  and  for 
the  formation  of  an  opinion  upon  iheui,  or 
'  X\w  placing  them  upon  the  table  of  this 
house,  would  be  pieVe  mockery  and  insult. 
rro:n  an  exannuation  of  those  papers  I  think 
]  shall  be  able  to  prove,  that  it  was  o^ing 
to  nii<nianai5en;enl,  and  not  to  the  impossi- 
biiil\  of  l)ie  thing,  that  negociation  did  not 
conimenre  after  Ihc  peace  of  Tilsit;  that  it 
was  owing  to  petulance,  and  if  possible, 
St  ill  niore  ila^rdut  misnismagemeut,  that 
the  offer  made  by  Austria  to  mediate 
between  this  country  and  France,  in  the 
inonths  of  Nov.  and  Jan.  last,  was  not 
turned  to  such  an  account  as  might  have 
opened  !he  door  to  nej^ociation.-^Sir,  1 
bej»  the  house  to  do  me  the  justice  to  dis- 
criminate, and  to  do  the  petitioners  also 
thejuslite  to  discriminate,  between  negocia- 
tion and  peace.  They  do  not  desire  you, 
and  I  am  not  endeavouring  to  persuade 
you,  to  force  ministers  into  tiie  making  of 
u  hr.sty  and  dishonourable  peace ;  no  dis- 
aster to  this  country  could  be  so  great  as 
dishonour ;  and  we  had  rather  perish  than 
incur  it-^all  I  wish  is  to  undeceive  you 
upon  the  examples  of  failure  in  the  late^ 
and  former  attempts  to  negociate,  and  by 
sliewing  you,  that  in  no  one  instance  has 
negociation  with  France  been  so  conducted 
as  to-  bring  the  matter  to  this  decisive  point, 
that  peace  caunoinoiv  be  obtained,  apply- 
ing the  word  fiow  to  the  period  in  which 
such  .negociation  was  going  on,  or  might 
liaye  been  entered  into,  and  thence  to  prove, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  enter  into 
negociation,  and  tiial  such  negociation  might 
be  conmienced  with  the  hope  of  a  favour- 
able issue,  Sir,  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Friedlaud,  and  before  the  peace  of  Tilsit 
had  been  concluded,  lord  G.  L,  Go\Ver  ar- 
rived at  Memel,  as  ambassador  extraordi- 
nary fronj  the  court  of  London  to  that  of 
S  ,  iViersburgh,and  he  appears  immediately 
to  have  a<hlressed  a  letter  to  Gen.  Budberg, 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  emperor 
Alexander,  requiring  some  information  as 
to  the  transactions  then  going  forward  ;  for 
the  first  letter  we  have  is  ao  answer  from 
gen,  Budberg  to  lord  Granville  Leveson,  [p. 
,1  ]()]  inforn>ing  him  that  the  report  he  had 
beard  of  the  conclusion  of  the  anpistice 
was  ti\ie  :  and  that  it  had  received  its  ra- 
tijicairon.    In  f^t  the  armistice  was  ratified 


6n  the  2Cd  of  June ;  the  battle  of  Friedland 
having  beco  fought  upon  the  14tii. .  Here 
I  think  it  necessary  to  express  my  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  peace  of  Tilsit.  Mi- 
nisters have  described  it  in  their  declaraftion, 
as  a  peace  injurious  to  tb^  interest  of  the 
Russian  empire ;  as  Iraying  been  concluded 
in  a  moment  of  despondenct  and  alarm  ; 
as  disgraceful  to  the  emperor,  and  as  detri- 
mental to  the  interests-  of  his  empire. —  I 
am  totally  of  a  different  opinion.  In  one 
word,  1  conceive  it  to  have  been  the  salva- 
tion of  the  emperor,  and  of  his  empire. 
Ministers  must  know  that  aAer  the  battle  of 
Friedlaud,  there  was  nothing  like  a  Russia u 
army  in  existence;  that  the  corps  of  troops 
which  remained  were  flying  in  every  direc- 
tion, without  order,  and  without  a  possibi- 
lity of  their  being  rallied  ;  and  that  their 
numbers  were  so  reduced,  that  they  would 
have  been  unable,  if  tbey  could  have  beea 
again  .brought  together,  to  have  afforded 
any  resistance  whatever  f o  the  enemy.  The 
peace  of  Tilsit  was  not  only  justifiable,  btit 
iudispensibly  necessary  to  the  emperor  of 
Russia.  I  cannot  help  adding,  that  to  me 
it  appears  to  have  been  a  mark  of  the  most 
consummate  political  wisd9m  inthe%ench 
emperor  to  make  that  peace  :  that  he 
stopped,  at  the  very  moment  when  be  ought 
to  liave. stopped  ;  and  that  what  has  been 
considered  as  a  military  blunder,  (the  not 
pursuing  and  exterminating^  as  he  certainly 
could  have  done,  upon  ail  military  calcula- 
tion, the  remainder  of  the  Russian  force,) 
was  not 'only  an  act  of  forbearance  on  his 
part,  but  an  act  of  great  prudence  and  sa- 
gacity.—But,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  corres* 
pondence.  On  the  *8th  of  June,  lord 
Granville  Lcveson  wrote  another  letter  to 
gen.  Budberg,  in  ^\hich  he  expresses  his 
alarm  at  tlie  silence  of  gen.  Budberg  upon 
the  subject  of  negociation  in  'concert,  and 
declares  Ihe  readiness  itf  the  court  of  Lon- 
don to  enter  into  such  negociation,  ending 
the  sentence  with  this  expression,  "  since  tt 
had  made  war  (meaning  England),  for  tbe 
sole.purj)ose  of  obtaining  a  secure  and  per^  . 
manent  peace."  [p.  1 10.]-:-Sir,  that  express 
sioii  from  the  pen  of  the  noble  lord  whomT 
am  glad  to  see  present  at  our  deliberations, 
is  most  remarkable ;  for  I  think  that  noble 
lord  nnght  have  said,  and  could  not  but  say 
cousistentlv  with  his  former  declarations, 
which  are  also  upon  the  table  of  this,  house, 
that  England  would  never  make  peac^  un- 
til she  had  completely  destroyed  the  power 
of  Buonaparte.  Sir,  1  beg  to  read  to  you 
an  furli<4e  of  the  treaty-  of  cpfifedetiitio'ii  be^ 
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tween  Etigland,  Austria,  and  Itussia,  exe- 
cuted on  the  11  th  of  April  1 805,  the  «ra  of 
the  last  disastrous  coalition  against  France, 
which  is  signed  by  lord  G.  L.  Gpwer ;  that 
artide  designates  the  object  of  the  league, 
and  what  it  is  proposed  to  carry  into  effect 
by  the  concert    ag;\inst    France,  namely, 
*•  The  evacuation  of  the  country  of  Hano- 
ver, and  6f  the  north  of  Germany;  The 
'  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the 
republics  of  Holland  and  Switzerland ;  The 
Te*establishment  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  in 
Piedmont,  with  ay  large  an  augmentation 
of  territory  as  circumstances  will  adiiiit; 
The  future  security  of  the  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples, and  the  complete  evacuation  of  Italy 
(the  island   Elba  included)  by  the  French 
forces;  The  establishment  of  an  order  of 
things  in  Europe,  which  may   effectually 
guarantee  the  independence  of  the  different 
states,  and  present  a  solid  barrier  against 
future  usurpations.'' — The   last  article  is  a 
generality  upon  which  we  need  not  dwell, 
but  I  think  no  man  in  his  senses  could  have 
bad  in  contemplation  the  accomplishment 
of  any  of  the  former  articles,  which  are  spe- 
cific, without  at  the  same  time  contemplat- 
ing the  entire  demolition  of  the  power  of 
the  French  empire.     Therefore,  Sir,  I  am 
much  surprised  to  find  the  expression  I  have 
quoted  in  the  letter  of  the  noble  lord ;  and 
I  do  not  thmk  that  with  truth  and  justice  it 
can  be  said,  that  the  sole  purpose  of  the 
war  made  by  England  has  been  the  obtain- 
ing a  secure  and  permanent  peace.     If  it 
had,  the  war  might  have  been  concluded 
long  ago.     Indeed  it  need  never  have  been 
undertaken.     This  letter  of  my  lord  Gran- 
ville Leveson  is  followed  by  a  note  from 
gen.  Budberg  to  his  excellency,  dated  at 
Tilsit  on  the  3i)iti  of  June,  [p."  11 1,1 1  beg 
the  house  to  remark  that  this  correspond- 
ence began  only  eight  days  after  the  battle 
of  Friedland;   and  that  the   letter  from 
which  I  am  now  about  ^o  (juole  was  writ- 
ten by  gen.  Budberg,  several  days  before 
the  treaty  of  Tilsit  was  signed.    This  letter 
contains  several  reproaches  against  England 
for  tardiness  and  want  of  co-operation  in 
the  war.     As  I  have  before  said,  I  will  put 
aside  for  the  present,  any  consideration  of 
the  justice  or  injustice  of  those  complaints; 
but  one  cannot  help  observing,  that  these 
complaints  urged  on  the  part  of  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  in  the  moment  of  irritation 
-and  disappointment,  even  if  ill-founded,  were 
excqsable,  and  on  the  other  hand  their  hav- 
ing been  made,  is  no  proof  of  their  being 
true.    Sir,  mmisters  by  tbe  manner  in  which  > 
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they  have  publicly  expressed  themi 

their  declarations,  and  also  inthi 

would  have  you  conceive  that  the 

mediation  resulted  from  the  treaty 

albne,  \vhen  in  point  of  fact  the  fi 

of  mediation  was  made  in  this  note 

Budberg,  before  the  treaty   of  Ti 

been  executed,  and  not  only  bef 

treaty  had  l)eeu  executed,  but  so  ma 

before  that  event,  and  so  short  a  tin 

the  signature  of  the  armistice,  as  to 

impossible  that  all  those  phans  wl] 

attributed  to  Russia  and  France,  of 

cert  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  E 

could  have  been  entered  iulo.     Wl 

offer  was  first  made  it  was  unclogg 

the  offensive  limitation  of  time,  upo< 

so  much  stress  has  been  laid      TI 

is  conceived  in  these  remarkable 

"  iThe  Emperor  my  master  offers  i 

diation  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  t< 

his  peace  with  France ;  having  a  o 

that   it  will   be  accepted   by  the 

power."  [p.  115.]   What  could   b< 

strikingly  amicable  on  the  part  of  R us 

such  an  offer  at  such  a  moment,  ai 

ceived  in  such  terms]     When  tlie 

his  own  empire  was  at  stake ;  after  s 

plete  a  defeat,  after  having  evinced  I 

lity  by  rejecting  all  counsel  which  h< 

given  him  by  the  most  experienced 

of  his  army,  previous  to  the  battle  oi 

land,  to  enter  into  negotiations  s\ 

enemy;  deaf  to  their  representatioi 

bis  army  was  not  in  a  situation  to  li^ 

battles ;  listening  only  to  the  call  of  I 

and  alive  only  to  the  sentiments  of  fid 

his  ally!     When  his  hopes  were  I 

when  he  was  reduced  to  the  neces 

making  a  peace»  whiciyiotliing  bitt 

sity  could  have  exto'rtecCjfrom  him ! 

hour  of  his  anguish  he  thought  upo 

land,  and  his  first  considehition  ws 

he  should  be  able  to  serve  her  by  \v 

tion,  having  ineffectually  tried  his  si 

to  the  utmost  in  the  contests  of  th< 

His  first  conversation  with  Buonapai 

pears  to  have  bten  directed  to  the 

of  England,  and  in  the  very  first  m 

after  the  arrival  of  the  king's  amba 

he  makes  him  an  ofler  of  mediation 

accompanied,  as  has  been  falsely 

with  the  expression  of  Am  belief,  that 

would  accept  that  offer  of  medial  ioi 

but  having  obtained  a  certain  knowlc 

the  acquiescence  of  the  French  empe 

What  ought  to  have  lieen  the  cone 

my  Lord  Granville  Leveson  at  that  m< 

Do  1  presume  to  sa)r  that  he  ought ; 
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ftnd  without  consulting  his  court,  to  have, 
accepted  the  ofter  of  mediation  t  That, 
certainly  would  not  have  been  prudent  on 
his  part.  But  I  think  he  might  have  so 
conducted  himself,  and  might  liave  given 
.such  an  answer,  as  would  have  paved  thr 
way,  eithfer  to  the  acceptance  of  the  media- 
tion afterwards;  or  to  the  possibility  of  open- 
ing a  direct  communication  with  France,  if 
the  situation  of  Russia  after  her  signing  the 
treaty,  should  have  been  found  such  as  to 
render  the  acoeplance  of  her  offer  of  media- 
tion inexpedient. — The  next  paper  which 
we  find  is  a  note  from  Mr.  Alopeus,  [p. 
1I3.J  the  accredited  minister  from  the 
court  of  St.  Piilersburg,  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning,  dated  l!x>ndon,  the  1st  of  Aug. 
1807,  in  which  Mr.  Ajop^us  oflers  the  me- 
diation of  Jlussia,  in  a  formal  manner ;  and 
upon  the  grouud  of  the  thirteeenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit.  Here  again  I  bcj  to 
remark,  that  the  offer  of  Mr.  Alopeus,  is 
not  accompanied  with  any  communication 
of  the  hmitation  respecting  time.  Tiie  l:ith 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  is  alluded  to 
but  not  communicated  in  tiie  note :  and  the 
presumption  is,  that  for  whatever  reasou  a 
limitation  of  time  might  have  been  acceded 
to  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  the  treaty 
itself,  he  wished  not  to  offend  England,  by 
accompanying  his  offer  of  mediation  with 
the  declaration  that  such  niediat;ion  must 
be  accepted  or  rejected  within  a  given 
period.  In^point  of  fact  Lord  Granville- 
Leveson  well  knew,  and  the  king's  ministers, 
through  him,  also  knew,  that  the  E»n])eror 
of  Russia  intended  to  pass  l>y  that  linuta- 
tion  of  time  altogether. — Hir,  the  offer  of  me- 
diation by  Mr.  Alopeiis  is  conceived  in  the 
most  friendly,  the  most  explicit,  and  the 
most  satisfactory  lernis— he  declares  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  convinced  of  the 
disposition  of  his  Ikitannic  Majesty  towjirds 
peace,  that  in  many  conversations  held  with 
the  Emperor  of  tlie  French,  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  liad  had  reason  to  be  convinced 
fcrsonally,  that  the  Eaiperor  of  the  French 
was  sincerely  desirous  of  tiie  re-cstablish- 
nient  of  a  maritime  peace,  upon .  equitable 
and  honourable  principles;  and  he  not 
obly  offers  his  intcqmsition  for  the  attain- 
ment of  so  desirable  an  end  ;  But  he  volun- 
tarily promises  the  support  of  all  the  forces 
of  his  empire,  for  insuring  the  performance 
of  all  the  stipulations  of  peace,  when  once 
Mt  shall  have  taken  place  between  France 
and  Eugland ;  lie  goes  on  to  say,  that  by 
this  guaranty  his.  Britannic -majesty  \\\\\ 
'  obtain 4hut  which  he  hi\s  ever  appeared  to 
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desire ;  and  may  without  distrust  /ollow 
the  bent  of  his  humane  and  pacific  senti- 
ments.— Here,  Sir,  again  it  may  be  said* 
and  perhaps  justly,  that  the  offer. of  muta- 
tion, even  accon)panied  with  the  guarantee, 
in  itself  80  desirable,  could*  not  have  been 
accepted  without  some  explanations  from 
the  emperor  of  Russia;  but  those  explana- 
tions might  have  been  asked  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  to  have  left  it  opeu  to  you,  eiCber  to 
have  accepted  the  mediation  immediately, 
or  failing  that  mediation  to  have  opened  a 
direct  communication  with  France.  Instead 
of  this,  a  cold,  formal,  and  repulsive  note  is 
returned  by  Mr.  Canning  demonstrating  uo 
confidence  in  Russia,  and  no  disposition  to 
peace.  It  begins  with  the  usual  technical 
phraseology ;  and  with  the  common  expres- 
sions of  a  desire  of  the  restoration  of  a  gene- 
ral peace :  boosting  the  ample  proofs  of  the 
disposition  to  peace  recently  afforded  by 
the  accession  of  the  king  to  the  convention 
of  Bartenstein,  [p.  114.]  Sir,  I  had  it  in 
contemplation  at  one  time,  to  have  mov^d 
for  the  production  of  the  convention  of 
Bartenstein,  hut  I  apprehended,  and  indeed 
1  had  heard  that  this  convention  was  never 
carried  into  execution,  and  therefore  it 
could  not  have  been  laid  upon  the  tatble 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  But  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  seen  it,  i^nd  I  fear 
it  would  have  evinced  any  thing  rather  than 
a-sincere  diq)osilion  to  the  i^storation  of  a 
general  peace :  because,  if  I  an  not  much 
misinformed,  it  contained  a  renewaLof  those 
chimerical  prftjccts  which  even  in  the  most 
distressing  times,  and  under  the  most 
unpropitious  circumstances,  have  been  en- 
tered into  for  the  diminution  of  the  Frendi 
power ;  and  the  restoration  of  peace  is  by 
a  des|>erate  policy  deferrc:d  till  after  thie 
accomplishment  of  objects,  which  none  but 
madmen  would  contemplate  as  ^ssible. — 
Sir,  (after  this  preamble,)  Mr.  sec.  Canning 
declares  to  Mr.  Alo})eu5  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  return  a  more  specific  answer  to  the 
note  presented  by  him  than  this,  [p.  1 1 5.] 
*'  that  his  majesty  waits  with  the  utmost  so- 
licitude for  the  communications  of  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Tilsit, 
and  for  the  statement  of  those  equitable 
and  honourable  principles  upon  which  his 
im])erial  maj.  expresses  his  belief,  that 
France  is  desirous  of  concluding  a  peac^ 
with  G.  Britain."  Sir,  the  formal  demand 
of  the  communication  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit,  ap^tears  to  me  to  have  been 
unnecessary,  because  in  tlie  event  x>f  the 
acceptance  of  the  mediation^  or  even  with* 
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out  the  acceptance  of  the  mediation,  tlie  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  would  certainly 
have  been  made  known  to  tlie  king.  A  state- 
ment of  the  equitable  and  hononrable  prin- 
ciples upon  \viiich  his  imperial  maj.  ex- 
presses his  belief  that  France  was  desirous 
of  concluding  a  peace  with  G.  Britain,  was 
not  only  unnecessary  but  repulsive.  What 
explanation  could  be  given  of  equitable  and 
honourable  principles?  t^e  words  equity 
and  honor  carry  with  them  their  own 
meaning,  and  admit  of  no  explanation.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  the  whole  of  the  de- 
mand, made  by  the  Secretary  for  foreign 
afiriirs  of  Mr.  Alope^s,  previous  to  his  giv- 
ing a  more  specihc  answer  on  the  subject 
of  the  negotiation,  was  conceived,  Aot  in  the 
spirit  of  confidence  or  conciliatiou  towards 
Russia,  which  if  you  had  any,  the  most 
remote  intention  of  eventually  accepting 
her  ofier  of  mediation  ought  to  have  been 
manifested,  but  in  the  spirit  of  distrust  and 
cavil,  inconsistent  with  the  fidelity  she  had 
displayed  towards  you.  The  expression  of 
Mr.  AIoj)eus  was,  that  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  '*  had  had  reason  to  be  convinced 
that  the  emperor  oT  the  French  was  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  the  re-establishment  of  a 
maritime  peace;"  [p;  113.]  the  expression 
of  gen.  de  Budberg  was,  lliat  he  was 
certain  that  the  emperor  of  the-  French 
would  accept  of  the  mediation  of  Russia  ; 
and  this  was  artfully  interpreted  into  a 
mere  expression  of  belief  for  the  purpose 
of  the  ifiore  readily  escaping  from  the  offer 
of  mediation. — Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  the 
second  part  of  the  papers  which  have  been 
laid  before  us,  it  may  be  necessary  to  say 
some  words  upon  the  character  of  a  media- 
tor. We  have  been  told  that  strict  impar- 
tiality is  necessary  to  that  character,  but  it 
may  be  permitted  to  ask  what,  tit  the  out- 
set, do  you  mean  by  impartiality?  It  is 
not,  I  presume,  that  you  would  be  stoically 
severe,  and  really  be  displeased  that  there 
should  ^e  a  leaning  in  the  mind  of  the  me- 
diator towards  yourself?  All  that  yiou 
would  require  would  be,  that  there  should 
be  no  bias  in  his  mjnd  towards  your  ene- 
my; but  it -is  necessary  to  make  allow- 
ances, and  there  must  be  a  distinction 
drawn  between  those  feelings  upon  which 
partiality  is  founded,  and  that  combination 
of  circumstances  which  may  lead  to  actions 
directly  contrary  fo  th6  line  of  conduct  to 
which  the  aHections  of  the  mind  would 
point.  Now  Russia  had  manifested  to  the 
latest  moment  her  sincere  friendship  to- 
wards  this  country.     If  I  am  correct  ia  my 


re-asoning,  after  the  overthrow  of  her  great- 
ness she  still  displayed  her  affection  towards  ^ 
you,  by  thinking  of  your  welfare,  kt  the 
time,  of  her  bitterest  misfortunes.  True  it 
is  that  she  had  entered  into  engageroentB 
with  'France,  which  might  be  inconsistent 
with  your  interest,  but  those  engagements, 
imposed  by  force,  were  not  calculated  to 
extinguish  the  feelings  of  afiection  towards 
this  country,  by  which  she  had  been  ever 
actuated.  •  On  the  contrary, '  they  mqst 
have  .rather  conduced. to  augment  and 
heighten  them,  and  therefore  (as  I  should 
say)  she  would  have  been  a  most  partial 
mediator,  so  far  as  her  -disposition  weut» 
for  this  country  ;-^in  the  conmion  accepta- 
tion of  the  word  she  was  a  mediator  pos- 
sessing strict  impartiality,  and  on  that 
account  could  not  be  rejected*  More- 
over,  supposing  she  were  f\ot  impartially 
disposed  at  the  period  of  her  making  the 
ofl^'er  of  mediatioD,  by  what  means  could 
she  be  reiidered  impartial?  If  therefore  you 
could  not  accept  the  empeVor  of  Russia  as 
an  impartial  mediator  at  that  time,  aiid 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  .case, 
why  not  end  the  matter  at  once,  in  ternas 
of  decorum  and  civility  ?— The  second  set 
of  papers  begins  with  a  dispatch  from  lord 
Granville  Leveson  to  the  secrietarv  of  state, 
dated  the  2d  of  Sept.  1807.  [p.  195.] 
His  lordship  informs  Mr.  Canning  that  he 
had  held  a  conference  with  gen.  Budberg,  ^ 
who  was  already  apprised  bf  the  answer 
given  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.. 
Alopeus  of  the  conditional  acceptance  by 
the  court  of  London  of  the  proffered 
mediation  of  Russia.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to 
remark  that  no  conditions  had  been  speci- 
fically stated  in  Mr.  Canning's  note  to  Mr. 
Alopeus,  upon  which  conditions  the  court 
of  London  would  accept  the  mediation  of 
Rilsaia.  Mr.  Canning  said,  that  his  maj .  was 
waiting  with  solicitude  for  the  communica«> 
tion  .of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit, 
and,  the  statenw^nt  of  those  equitable  and 
honourable  principles  upon  which  France 
was  desirous  of  concluding  a  peace ;  but  he 
no  where  slates  the  conditions  upon,  which 
England  would  accept  the  mediMion  of 
Russia;  and  it  is  lortl  Granville  Levison 
himself,  who  in  this  note  for  the  first  lime 
states  those  conditions.  In  the  conference 
with  gen.  Budberg  he  tells  the  genera), 
that  he  is  instructed  in  the  first  instance  to 
request  the  communication  of  the  Secret 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit;  and  a  frank 
declaration  of  the  general  views  and  inten- 
tions of  the  court  of  Petersburgh,     Upon 
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the  6rst  of  these  two  conditions  I  have  to 
*  observe,  that  I  think  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible for  Russia  to  accede  to  it.  The 
very  word  secret  impHcs  tliat  there  was 
something  to  be  withheld  by  the  two 
powers;  the  revealing  of  which  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  very  conditions  of  the 
articles  themselves.  1  refer  you  for  the 
justice  of  my  remark  to  what  has  recently 

Fassed  between  tliis  cotnitry  and  Portugal, 
asked  in  tliis  house  for  a  communication 
of  the  treaty  which  had  xbeen  ei^ecuted 
between  the  two  powers  previous  to  the 
departure  of  the  court  of  Lisbon  to  the 
Brazils.  The  answer  made  to  me  was, 
/'  England  is  bmmd  to  keep  that  treaty 
secret;  and  it  cannot  be  disclosed  without 

^  the  consent  of  Portugal."  The  answer  was 
irresistible,and  I  immediately  desisted  from 
my  enquiry.  But  does  that  ap))]y  to  Eiig- 
lapd  alone  ?  And  is  not  the  rule  of  honour 
for  England  the  rule  of  honour  for  France, 
for  Russia,  and  for  all  the  rest  of  the  world? 
How  then  was  it  possible  for  the  king^s 
ministers  to  demand  a  communication  of 
the  secret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  ? 
It  mighb  indeed  be  very  proper  to  ask 
whether  there  existed  any  secret  articles  at 
.  all.  and'if  the  answer  was  that  such  articles 
did  exist,  it  might  also  be  proper  for  Eng- 
land to  say,  if  you  are  under  secret  engage- 
ments to  France,  we  cannot  accept  of  yout 
mediation.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
re|)eated  assurances  of  Russia  respecting 
tlie  innoxious  nature  of  the  secret  articles 
in  mLaliou  to  England,  might  Imve  been 
relied  upon  with  a  degree  of  confidence 
sufficient  to  justify  the  acceptance  of  the 
mediation,  if  otherwise  desirable ;  because 

-  in  the  course,  of  the  negociation,  England 
might  have  proposed  and  insisted  upon  any 
provisions  to  secure  those  interests  which 
she  suspected  to  be  in  danger  from  the 
operation  of  the  secret  articles.'  But  to  ask 
for  a  communication  of  such  articles  was 
insulting  to  Russia,  and  it  was  manifestly 
impossible  for  Russia  to  make  it.  As  to 
the  general  views  of  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh  they  were  sufficiently  disclosed  by 
the  offer  of  mediation  itself.  The  decided 
opinion  of  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh  was, 
that  a  general  peace  was  necessary  for  the 
interests  of  mankind ;  aAer  having  made 
the  experiment  of  war  a&  far  as  that  experi- 
inent  could  possibly  be  carried.  There 
was  no  occasion,  therefore,  to  ask  what  the ' 
general  views  of  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh were:  and  it  was  an  unnecessary 
expression  of  an  ill-founded  doubt  of  the 


sincerity  of  the  power  which  offered  you 
her  mediatibn.  The  noble  lord  continues, 
that  ''impartiality  was  the  first  requisite  in 
the  character  of  a  mediator;"  upon  which 
point  I  have  already  touched.  He  then  very 
truly  asserts,  *'  that  it  is  essentially  neces- 
sary England  should  be  placed  with  regard 
to  the  mediating  power  on  an  equal  footing 
with  France.^'  &ut.  Sir,  this  assertion  is 
superfluous,  because  it  could  not  be  previ- 
ously supposed  to  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  Russia,  that  there  sliould  be 
any  inequality  between  the  two  powers; 
and  her  intention  of  making  any  inequality 
between  them,  could  only  be  shewn  by  faer' 
conduct  in  the  progress  of  the  mediation  ; 
any  preliminary  assurance,  therefore  was  in 
the  nature  of  the  thing  perfectly  unneces- 
sary.— ^The  noble  lord  proceeds  to  state 
*'  that  uneasiness  had  been  excited  in  Eng- 
land, by  the  confidential  intercourse  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  two  emperors 
at  Tilsit;  and  that  he  could  not  conceal 
from  gen.  Bud  berg,  that  the  period  pe- 
remptorily prescribed  to  his  Majesty  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  Russian  mediation  had 
Created  in  London  a  very  unfavourable 
impression  against  the  intervention  of  his 
imperial  mjE^jcsly.''  [p.  196.]  What  unea- 
siness could,  have  been  excited  by  the  mere 
circumstance  of  those  two  great  potentates 
conferring  together  upon  the  interests  of 
their  respective  empires,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conceive ;  and  lam  sorry  that  lord  Gran- 
ville Levison  introduced  any  observation 
upon  the  limitation  of  time  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  mediation,  because  I  have 
reason  to  know  that  at  the  moment  when 
he  wrote  this  letter,  he  had  been,  informed 
by  lord  Hutcbiuson,  "  that  the  emperor 
had  declared  to  him  in  a  communication 
which  took  place  between  lord  Hutchinson 
and  the  emperor  of  Russia  00  the  23d  of 
Aug.  and  which  was  communicated  to  lord 
Granville  Levison,  that  the  emperor  of 
Russia  did  not  intend  that  the  limitation  of 
time  should  have  any  effect  whatever. — I 
am  sorry,  sir,  that  the  house  refused  to  ad- 
dress his  majesty  to  lay  before  us  the  letter 
of  lord  Granville  Levison  to  Mr,  Canning, 
containing  an  account  of  the  conversation, 
for  it  is  most  material  that  it  should  be 
before  thf  public.  But  I  know,  that  such  a 
conversation  did  take  place :  and  1  know  his 
imperial  maje%  stated  to  lord  Hutchinson, 
"  that  he  had  offered  his  mediation  to  Eng- 
land ;  that  he  attached  no  false  vanity  to 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  that  media- 
tion, but  that  it  was  his  most  sincere  wish 
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that  England  would  .make  peace;  as  he 
was  mite  that  il  was  his  interest  and  also 
that  of  Enrope,  and  our  interest  that  we 
should  restore  tranqaillity  to  the  world." 
Loid  HtttchinsoD  answered  to  his  imperial 
majesty,  **  that  he  had  not  given  sufficient 
time  for  England  to  accept  or  reject  lus 
mediation,^  becaose  a  much  longer  period 
than  a  month  must  elapse    before    any 
answer  could  be  received,  and  though  the 
dispofltion  of  his  mind  indined  towards 
peace,  neither  he  nor  any  other  man  would 
accq[>t  it  but  on  conditions  the  most  rear 
sooable  and  hoaourable:  and  that  as  far 
as  England  was  concerned  the  events  of 
the  war  had  been  highly  favourable ;"  to 
which  his  impetial  majesty  replied  '<  that 
the  time  allowed  was  of  no  nnportance : 
because  we  might  take  t|hree  or  four  months 
if  we  {leased  to  accept  or  v^ect  his  me- 
diation; but  his  anxious  wish  and  desire 
was  that  we  should  make  peace.    That 
he  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of    the  feel- 
ings and  character  of  the  people  of  England ; 
that  he  had  been  made  acquainted  by  fiuo- 
m^rtc  with  the  conditions  of  peace  in- 
tended to  be  offered ;  and,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  lord  Hutchinson  himself  would  con- 
sider them  highly  reasonable  and  honour- 
able." [p.  35 1 .]   Now,  sir,  with  a  knowledge 
of  this  conversation,  held  by  a  person  of 
unsullied  honour,  and  the  greatest  talents,  a 
man  respected  by  all  Europe  ;  and  Justly 
in  the  confidence  of  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
both  on  account  of  his  hi|h  military  a- 
ehievements,  and  his  indisputed  integrity ; 
who  had  been  deputed  by  the  preceding 
admmistration    as  the  accredited  minister 
to  the  court  of  Prussia,  and  had  attended 
the  Russian  amues  in  the  latter  part  of  their 
disastrous  campsiign ;   whose  communica- 
tion with  the  etaperor,  if  lord  Granville 
Levison  had  not  expressly  desired,  he  had 
unequivocally  concurred  in :— with  a  per'> 
feet  knowledge  I  say,  of  all  thesfe  facts  and 
circumstances,  how  came  ray  lord  Granville 
L^vesoa  to  dwell  so  much  and  with  such 
serious  importance  upon  a  point  which  he 
miist  have  known  to  have  been  entirely 
waved ;  it  was  throwing  ad  ill-timed  obsta- 
de  in  the  way  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
mediation,  it  was  irritating  to  the  emfieror 
who  had  expressed  hiinaelf  so  satbiactorily 
uipon  tfoe  subject,  and  it  was  undignified  as 
kymg  that  stress  upon  a  comparatively  tri- 
vial dreumstance  which  was  due  only  to 
matters  of  real  and  essential  moment.    Fur- 
tber^  lord  Granville  Leviton  not  only  states 
conditions  without  wUch  ihe   mediation 
Voi.X. 


^cannot  be  accepted ;  bnt  he  desires  prelim- 
inary marks  of  good  will  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  and  i^articularly  tlie  renewal  of  the 
.  treaty  of  commerce ;  than  which  surely,  no 
request  could  be  more  unreasonable.    The 
treaty  of  comnicfce  had  expired,  and  fre- 
quent attempts  had  been  made  by  the  last 
admiubtration  to  obtain  the  renewal  of  it, 
all  of  them  unsuccessful,  even  during  the 
time  of   warlike   co-operations.      Was  it 
then  a  reasonable  thing  to  ask  such  a  mark* 
of  good  will  on  the  part  of  Russia  at  such 
a  moment]  and  was  it  not  rather,  adding 
to  the  exisling  difficulties,  aud  creating  dis- 
gust in  the  mind  of  Russia  when  it  oughtc 
to  have  been  our  ^object  to  sooth,  to  conci- 
liate, and  to  appear  almost  implicitly  to. 
confide  ?  Geu.  Budberg  answered,   **  that 
there  did  exist  secret  articles  in  the  treaty, 
of  Tilsit,"  and  tlieu  comes  an  expref^sion  in 
the  letter  of  a  very  equivocal  nature, ''  there 
were  some»  he  said,  which  iu  no  way  con* 
cemed  the  interests  of  England.^'  fp.  196} 
Sir,  1  am  bound  to  suppose  that  lord  Grau-^. 
ville  Levison  received  an  equivocal  answer 
from  geu.  Budberg,  because  be  has  express 
,  sed  himself  in  an  equivocal  mannen    As  no 
suspidott  however  of  intentional  duplicity 
seems  to  have  arisen  in  the  mind  of  lord 
Grar. ville  Levison  to  the  prejudice  of  gen^ 
Budberg  during  this  conference,  or  at  least 
none-  is  expressed,  I  conclude  that  there  • 
were  uo  secret  artkles  in  the  treaty  of  Tilsit, 
which  in  the  estimation  of  gen.  Budberg, 
had  any  relation  to  England  whatever.    I 
should  do  so  the  rather  after  having  read 
the  following  sentence,  iu  which  gen.  Bud- 
berg says,  "  that  h^  could  assure  lord.  Gran-  . 
vilie  Levison,  and  as  an  honest  man  he 
would  not  say  it,  if  it  were  not  truth,  that 
there  existed  uo  secret  article  whateveir 
which  stipulated  the  shutting  the  Russian 
ports  against  theBrkish  commerce."[p,  196] 
Lord  Granville .  Levison  however,   having 
found  it  impossible  to  consiiier  tlie  answer 
given  by  gen.  Budberg  as  sufficiently  satis- 
factory to  authorise  him  to  accept  the  Rus- 
sian   media  tiou,   gen.   Budberg    said   he 
would  request  the  permission  of  the  ^mpcn 
ror  to  communicate  without  reserve  the 
secret  articles  of  the  treaty  between  Russia 
and  France ;  and  to  be  empowered  to  con- 
tinue negotiations,  and  conclude  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  G.  Britain,  [p.  1^7*]  So  fax 
it  appears  that  the  Russian  minister  coqdii^pt* 
ed  himself  with  perfect  moderation  ;  and/ 
without  doubt,  if  Uie  secret  articles  -of  the  ' 
treaty  ol  Tilsit  had  beeb  in  hia  opinion  pre- 
judicial to  England,  gou.  Budberg  would  • 
3G 
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oot  bave  undertaken  to  interest  himself  with 
the  emperor,  for  their  being  revealed.  Sir, 
I  do  not  blame  lord  Oianville  Lemm  for 
not  acceptuig  the  mediation  unconditional- 
ly ;  bttt.t|ie  course  which  he  steered  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  have  beeh  the  rieht 
one ;  it  was  not  calculated  to  turn  to  The 
best  advantage,  either  the  disposition  of 
the  court  of  Russia,  or  the  opportunities 
which  might  have  been  created  if  they  did 
not  present  themselves,  of  opening  a  direct 
communication  with  Fr|ince.-~A  secood  dis- 
patoh  from  lord  Granville  Levison,  [p*197] 
dated  on  the  same  day,  gives  an  account  of 
.  another  conference  with  gen.  Budberg»  in 
which  he  conducted  himself  in  a  most  ami- 
cable manner ;  and  in  the  apology  which- 
gen.  Budberg  is  there  represented  as  having 
offered  for  the  expressions  of  dissatisfaction 
contained  in  the  note  which  he  wrote  from 
Tilsit,  he  accounted  for  tliem  on  those  ob- 
vious principles  which  1  have  before  detailed 
to  the  house. — ^A  third  dispatch,  dated  also 
on  the  same  day,  transmits  to  this  court  a 
note  [p.  1 98]  delivered  to  the  English  am- 
bassador on  the  subject  of  the  fatal  prepa- 
rations agamst  Copenhagen,  and  destroys 
th€(  momentary  illusion  which  had  been 
created  in  the  mind  of  lord  Granville  Levi- 
son, on  what  has  been  termed  the  reviving 
conl&dence  in  the  court  of  Russia. — ^The 
fourth  paper  of  this  series  communicated 
by  the  king's  command  to  the  house,  is  a 
dispatch  signed  by  Mr.  Canning,  and  dated 
on  the  27th  Sept.  1807,  [p.200.1  The  next 
k  a  dispatch  from  the  same  gentleman,  and 
addressed  likewise  to  my  *  lord  Granville 
Levison,  dated  on  the  following  day.  The 
tone  of  these  two  dispatches  is  perfectly 
dissimilar.  The  one  is  written  with  all 
cordiality,  and  in  all  confidence  towards 
!t(us»a ;  the  other  is  written,  as  it  ^  wotAd 
appear,  under  feelings  of  the  greatest  irri-' 
tatba  towards  that  power,  and  expressing 
not  only  doubts  of  her  sincerity,  but  a  be-^ 
lief  in  her  hostility  towards  this  country. 
One  would'  imagide,  upon  a  review  and 
comparison  of  the  two  dispatches,  that  they 
could  not  have  been  written  by  the  same 
person,  with  all  the  dispatches  of  lord  Gran- 
ville Levison,  dated  the  2d  of  Sept.  before. 
Um ;  and  yet  it  is  manifest  that  they  were' 
80,  not  only  because  those  dispatches  were 
sent  off  on  the  same  day,  but  because  Mr. 
Cannhig  in  the  'outset  ^of  his  first  letter  ac- 
imowledges  that  they  were  all  received  by 
the  same  hand  and  at  tl|p  same  time.  Now, 
aur,  i  will  take  the  liberty- of  calling  the  at- 
tnsitioD  pf  the  house  to  the  ci^tents  of  bpth 


these  letters  To  begm  with  the  first.  Mr« 
Canning  applauds  lord  Oran%ille  Leviaoa 
for  oot  having  accepted  the  mediatiaHi  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  and  be  states  auc- 
ctnctly  and  intelligibly  thepoints  upon.whi^^ 
the  question  of  this  acceptance  tuma.  First, 
the  frank  ^communication  of  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  TiUil,  secret  as  well  tfs  avowed. 
Upon  that  I  have  already  said  so  much 
that  I  will  not  trouble  the  house  any  fur- 
ther. Secondjy,  a  distinct  explanation  of 
the  bs^is  upon  which  France  proposes  to 
treat,  and  which  appeared  to  his  impelrial 
majesty  at  Tilsit  so  just  and  honourable. 
[p.  201.]— Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
basis,  as  pceliminary.  to  negociation^  is 
calculated  rather  to  ^throw  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  a  oegociation,  than  to  remove 
any  embarrassment  which  might  even- 
tually occur  in  the  course  of  it.  Many 
treaties  of  peace,  in  the  most  complicated 
and  perplexed^state  o&  £urope,  have  been 
negociated,  and  successfully  terminated 
without  the  previous  recognition  of  a  basis ; 
and  even  if  a  basis  were  necessary,  prelimi-' 
naryto  a  negociatiou,  it  does  not  follow 
that  a  basis  ii^  necessary  as  a  preliminary  to 
the  acceptance  of  a  mediation.  It  was  not 
for  Russia  to  communicate  the  basis,  but 
for  France ;  and  if  you  had  frankly  accepted 
the  offer  of  mediation  on  the  part  of  Russia, 
and  still  thought  a  basis  necessary,  as  pre- 
liminary to  negociatiou ;  and  that,  added  to 
thb  necessity,  it  was  further  expedient  for 
such  basb  to  be  laid  down  by  the  enemy» 
rather  than  by  yourself;  the  natural  course 
would  have  been  to  desire  the  mediator  to 
ask  of  the  Contending  party  Jo  furnish  you 
with  that  basis.  A  still  more  simple  coiirse 
of  proceeding  would  have  been  for  you  to 
lay  down  to  the  mediator,  the  basis  -  upon 
which  alone. you  would  treat,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  such  communication  'made 
to  the  enemy ;  but  it  is  inconceivable  to  me 
that  the  c6mmunication  of  a  basis  from  the 
enemy  should  be.necessary,forthe  puqiose 
of  enabling  you  to  accept  a  mediation**- 
Mr.  Cannbg  proceeds  to  state,  that  with* 
out  these  conditions  the  acceptance  of  the 
mediation  by  his  majesty,  can  be  notbipg 
else  "  than  a  complete  surrender  of  his 
honour  and  his  interest  into  the  hand  of 
the  mediator  if  not  of  the  enemy/'  B>'  ^0^*} 
A  more  absurd  assertion  was  surely  qever 
made.  In  what  way  when  you  accept  the 
mediation  of  a  party  do  you  confide  your 
interest  or  your  honour  even  to  hini«  much 
more  to  the  enemy  1  If  indeed  you  elect  aii 
umpire^  then  you  do  confide^botb  your  ior 
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terest,  aiul  yoor  honoar  to  that  umpire. 
Even  in  that  c^se  you  do  not  confide  them 
to  the  enemy.  But  when  you  accept  a 
mediation^  you  only  accept  a  facility  of 
communication  with  the  enemy;  which 
fr6m  the  hostile  situation  in  which  you  have 
long  been  reciprocally  placed,  you  are  not 
able  to  find  without  a  mediator.  Tliere 
are  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  asperities  to 
foe  smoothed,  punctilios  of  etiquette  to  be 
removed,  which  prevent  either  the  one 
party  or  the  other  froni  making  the  first 
communication:  the  mediator  brings  you 
together,  and  by  communicating  from  each 
to  the  other,  makes  a  channel  of  intercourse, 
and  prevents  that  sort  of  communication 
which  evcD  if  intercourse  was  begun  be- 
tween two  hostile  parties,  might  terminate 
inefiectuaiiy,  merely  on  .jiccount  of  the 
temper  in  which  each  was  disposed  to  com- 
municate towards  the  other.  As  we  pro^ 
ceed  in  this  letter  Mr.  Canning  expresses 
doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  of  general  Bud- 
bei^,  in  the  assurances  he  had  given  to  lord 
Granville  Levison ;  assurances  conveyed  in 
terms  such  as  could  leave  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  person  (who  did  not  think  that 
general  Budberg  was  one  of  the  basest  of 
mankind,)  that  he  was  speaking  the  truth, 
when  he  took  upon  him  to  assert  that  there 
was  no  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  for^ 
the  exclusion  of  the  commerce  of  Great 
^Britain  from  the  ports  of  Russia.  Mr.  Can- 
ning $ays,  "  it  will  immediately  have  occur- 
red to  your  excellency,  a  distinction  might 
probably  have  been  taken  in  general  Bud- 
bergs  mind,  between  a  stipulation  for  the 
immediate  and  eventual  execution  of  a  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  agreement  to  resort  to  it 
eventually  under  circumstances  which  may 
not  yet  have  occurred,  and  that  supposing 
the  former  only  to  be  the  sense  of  Mr.  de 
Badberg'8*assurance,  that  assurance  might 
be  literally  true,  without  in  fact  conveying 
anything  essentially  satisfactory."  [p.  201.] 
Such  a  distinction  w6uld  never  have  occur- 
red to  my  mind. ,  If  general  de  Budberg 
was  a  man  worthy  to^  conversed  with  at 
all,  I  should  have  thought  it  unworthy  in 
me  to  have  harboured  such  suspicions  with 
regard  to  him  ;  and  I  think  that  the  mind 
which  could  entertain  them  must  he  of  a 
construction,  not  the  most  simple,  or  free 
from  a  disposition  to  give  a  colour  to  things 
difierent  from  that  which  they  ought  really 
to  bear.  'The  letter  goes  on  to  express 
suspicions  upon  other  parts  of  the  treaty  of 
Tilsit,  and  to  desire  lord  Granville  Levison 
to  call  for  explanations  upon  that  public 


article  of  the  treaty  which  recogniies  the 
king  of  Naples,  as  king  of  Naples  only; 
and  to  ask  whether  it  may  not  be  contra* 
dieted  by  a  secret  articlowhich  adds  to  this 
title,  that  of  the  two'Sidlies*  There  is  no 
end  of  creating  difficulties  of  thb  nature, 
and  there  could  be  no  end  of  asking  and 
answering  such  questions  if  the  mind  was 
disposed  to  raise  doubt  upon  every  article 
of  the  treaty.  If  there  did  exist  secret  ar- 
ticles of  this  sort,  for  the  reas6n  before 
given,  they  could  not  be  disclosed ;  and  the 
bare  recognition,  without  a  stipulation  to 
co-operate  for  the  purpose  of  making  that 
recognition  effectual,  could  be  of  no  avaiL 
A  stipulation  of  that  nature  would  directly* 
affect  the  interests  of  England ;  and  yoa 
had  already  been  tbld  by  general  de  Bud- 
berg, that  there  existed  no  4uch  article.  In 
the  whole  of  this  dispatch  however,  Mr. 
Secretary  Canning  writes  as  if  he  had  been 
acquamted  merely  with  the  conciliatory 
conversation  which  had  taken  place  between 
general  Budberg  and  the  English  ambassa- 
dor ;  and  as  if  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
angry  note  respecting  the  affair  of  Denmark.  , 
He  proceeds  to  direct  lord  Granville  Ijevt- 
son  to  abstain  from  all  reproach,  even  when 
confessing  the  suspicion  of  engagements 
whicii  the  king  cannot  but  disapprove* 
Then  in  the  true  principles  of  the  new 
morality,  in  the  conclusion  of  his' letter,  be 
hints  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia  to  break  ail  the  engagements 
whicli  he  has  entered  into  with  France,  and 
to  return  to  the  alliance  of  Great  Bntain, 
and  a  co-operation  with  her  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  is  no  less- 
than  callings  upon  Russia  to  violate  the 
most  sacred  ties,  calling  upon  hi^r  to  do 
that  which  would  render  it  impolitic  and 
inexpedient  to  enter  into  any  alliance  with 
her  yourself;  because  if  she  could  be  indue* 
ed  to  break  one  treaty,  there  is  uo  treaty 
which  she  could  make  which  she  might  n6t 
on  the  same  principles  be  called  upon  by 
other  powers  to  break.  From  all  obligation 
she  must  thenceforward  proclaim  herself  to 
be  absolved,  whenever  her  interest  should 
call  for  such  absolution  ;  and  she  is  urged 
Ao  this  measure  at  a  time  when  if  she  had 
been  infamous  enough  to  take  the  advice, 
from  the  position  of  the  French  armies,  she 
must  have  been  involved  in  total  and  irre- 
mediable ruin.— The  dispatch.  No..  V. 
[p.  203.]  is  dated  on  the  following  day^  the 
28th  of  Sept.  and  the  secretary  of  state  in- 
forms lord  Granville  Levison  that  he  in- 
closes him  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Ute 
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king  on  the  subject  of-  tiie  attack  upon 
Deiltnairk*  Having  written  on  the  pre* 
ceedmg  day -with  ell  the  documents  before 

^  hhn,  tvilb  a  knowledge  olf  which  he  now 
writes,  desiring  the  amtmssador  to  abstain 
frmn  all  reproach  towi^rds  the  court  of 
Rnssia,  he  now  tells  him,  **  ih^t  the  offer 
of  mediation  under  all  the  circnmslances 
which  belong  to  it,  was  calculated  to  ex- 
cite any  other  feding  ratlier  than  that  of 
eonlideuce  in  the  Emperor's  good  witt ;  and 
that  every  account  Tecetred  in  England,  of 
Che  temperin  whidh  that  proposal  was  made, 
and  of  the  light  in  which  it  was  put  by  the 
enemy,  justilied  tfce  belief,  that  it  was  in- 
tended by  Knssia  Tather  .as  preparatory  to 
hostility,  consequent  on  liis  majesty's  refu- 
•aal,  thah  as  likely  to  lead  to  a  pacific  result 
through 'bis  acceptance."  [p.  201.]  Is  it 
possible  that  the  same  man  can  be  so  con- 
tradictory to  himself?  He  goes  on  to  state 
that  he  thinks  there  is  evidence  not  only  of 
the  designs  of  Buonaparte  towards  Denmark, 
4>ut  of  the  '<  connivance,  if  not  of  the  parti- 
cipation, of  Russia  in  those  des^ns;"  "  and 
that  Russia  formed  a  large  part  of  the 
•danger,  which  tlie  measures  taken  against 
Denmark  by  the  lung  of  England  were 
calculated  to  repel/'     Why,  sir,  if  this 

>  were  the  feeling  of  the  king's  minister, 
was  it  not  his  iduty  to  have  told  lord  Gran- 
ville Leviaon  directly  to  break  oiF  all  com- 
-municatton  with  the  court  of  Petersburgh  ? 
liussla  was  not  only  partial  to  France,  but 
was  conniving  in,  measures  calculated  for 
,the  destruction  of  England  ;  or  according 
to  the  emphatical  words  of  lord  Granville 
,Levison  in  his  note  to  general  Budberg, 
dated  the  2d  of  Sept.  she  formed  a  large 
part  of  the  danger  "  which  in  the  view  of 
England,  threatened  not  only  the  welfare 
of  bis  people,  but  the  existence  of  his 
Xi:own.''  [p.  IQ9.]  Was  it  possible  that  be 
could  advke  his  msyesty  to  accept  (with 
whatever  conditions  annexed),  the  medi- 
ation of  a  power  so  circumstanced  ?  But 
We  see  tbat  the  foreign  secretary  does  not 
absolutely  disown  the  possibility  of  the 
.accepj;ance  of  the  Russian  mediation.  He 
jstill  hesitates^  This  is  extraordinary.  But 
what  must  surprise  us  still  more,  is,  that 
besitating  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  me- 
diation of*  Kussia,  as  between  France  and 
"England,  declaring  that  mediation  to  be 
offered  in  a  manner  evincing  an  hostile, 
rather  than  an  amicable  mind,  in  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburgh,and  affirming  that  Rus- 
sia is  conniving  at,  if  not  instigating  the 
hostility  of  France  tow^ards  this  country 


through  the  means  of  Denraark,  and  is  a 
part  of  that  danger  with  whicb  G.  Britain 
is  threatened ;  he  calls  npon  the  emperor 
of  Ru«(ia  (under  such  circumstances)  to  me- 
diate between  Denmark  and  G.  Britain,  to 
mediate  between  G^  Britain  and  the  power 
in  whose  cause  Russia*  by  her  public  de- 
claration, delivered  to  lord  Granville  Le- 
vison,  declares  herself  to  be  greatly  kite- 
rested,  against  whom  Russia  declares  tbat 
Great  Britain  has  acted  with  the  grossest 
violence  and  injustice;  whose  cause  Russia 
declares  that  she  Ls  determined  to  espouse  ; 
between  England  and  that  power  he  calls 
upon  Russia  to  mediate,  having  before  de- 
clared that  impartiality  was  the  necessary 
'character  of  a  mediator,  having  declared 
that  in  the  mind  of  a  mediator,  not  only  there 
mpst  be  no  hostility  lurking  towards  either 
of  the  parties  on  whose  benalf  the  media- 
tion is  proposed,  but  that  the  absence  of 
all  such  hostility  must  be  made  manifest 
by  the  complete  exposition  and  promul- 
gation of  all  the  acts  done,  all  the  engage- 
iinents  entered  into  both  public  and  private 
between  the  mediating  power  and  the 
other  Belligerents  !  Sir,  I  defy  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  reconcile  these  inconsisten- 
cies in  his  own  conduct ;  and  I  think  such 
inconsistency  of  conduct  shews  that  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  justly  attributable  is 
not  fitted  for  the  high  and  important  situ- 
ation which  be  holds  under  his  majesty's 
government. — ^The  rest  of  the  correspon- 
dence from  lord  Granville  Levison,  gives 
an  account  of  the  removal  of  gen.  BCid- 
berg  from  liis  office  of  foreign  minister  ; 
the  appointment^  ad  interim,  of  count  Sol- 
tikofi*:.  and  the  further  appoiiitment  of 
count  Romanzow  to  the  same  office,  I  shall 
not  dwell  upon  that  part  of  the  correspon- 
dence, because  it  relates  principally  to 
the  subject  of  Demnark,  which  1  now^wish 
to  leave  wholly  out  of  my  view.  I  wall 
only  observe,  that  .upon  Uie  appointment 
of  ea£h  of  those  ministers,  lord  GmnvilLe 
Levison  still  requested  a  <?oikiniunication  of 
,the  secret  articles  <^  Tilsit ;  that  coutit  8ol* 
tikoff  said,  that  h<&  would  take  the  enape- 
ror's  orders  respecting  the  connGmmicatioD 
of  those  articles,  that  having  taken  those 
orders,  he  told  lord  Granville  Levison 
that  the  emperor  had  refused  them*  adding 
th^se  remarkable  words ;  *'  tha^  the  enape- 
ror  did  not  refuse  them  on  account  of  their 
containing  any  stipulattions  pr^udicial  to 
£nglan(][>  but  having  once  determined  that  ' 
they  should  not  be  made  public^  he  saw 
no  reason  for  receding  from  his  determi- 
nation,"  [p.  207.1   ^®  subject  of  the 


Digitized  by  Vj'OOQIC 


825]    PARL  DEBATES,  1*^29,  1803.--4Af3lei2ta<m  ^12^  [820 


Commercial  Treaty  was  again  touched 
upoa,  and  again  put  aside.  1  he  same  de- 
mand was  renewed  by  lord  Granville  Le- 
.  vison  to  (x>Qnt  Romanzow,  and  again  rer 
iosed.  It  is  only  necessary  to  observe 
ttmt  count  Bomaifiaow  made.ive  of  terms 
expressive  of  the  emperor's  firieudship 
towards  his  Britannic  majesty ;  and  of  im 
anxious  desire  for  the  re-establishment  of 
peace.  The  last  of  these  Communications 
is  dated  the  19th  of  Sept.  [p.  209.].  £u^ 
although  the  raediaiioa  had  not  advanced 
dui'ing  this  interval^  the  discussion  respect- 
ing it  bad  net  ended.  Demands  were  still 
made  with  which  Russia  would  net  ^ein- 
plyj,  Imt  her  non-oompiiaiice  did  not  in- 
duce «5  e^irely  to  bre^  ofi*i^xMi  the  aib- 
ject  of  the  mediation  ;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  29th  of  Oct  more  than  five  weeks  after 
the  date  of  the  letter  I  have  just  men- 
tioft^^  giving  an  account  of  the  confe- 
rence between  count  Bomanzpw  and  lord 
Granville  Levtson^  that  his  lordship  deliv- 
ered an  official  Note  to  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg  to  bring  the. matter  of  medi- 
ation to  a  point,  [p.  21 1.]  It  does  not  pp- 
«petf  that  any  answer  was  given  to  that 
official  note.  On  the  8th  of  Nov.  the  De- 
claration of  the  emperor  of  Russia  on  the 
attack  of  the  English  upon  Copenhagen 
was  made  public  ;  and  a  Note  was  deliv- 
ered to  lord  Granville  Levison  which  put  an 
end  to  all  communication  oetween  G.  Bri- 
tain and  Russia^  and  placed  them  in  a  situa- 
tion of  hostility  with  regard  to  -each  other, 
[p.  216.]-^r^  I  have  thus  gone  through 
the  papers  which  haTe  been  submitted  to 
us  upon  the  Russian  ofkr  of  mediation,  and 
the  investigation  furnishes  me  with  this 
conclusion ;  that  there  were  three  modes 
in  which  the  king's  servants  mi^  have 
proceeded  wilph  regard  to  that  meidiation. 
The  first  was  to  have  accepted,  it  in  the 
only  wsy  in  which  it  could  with  propriety 
be  accepted ;  with  promptitadet  firank- 
ness  and  confidence.  I  do  not  say  that 
ministers  are  censurable  fbr  not  having 
done  this.  Ihe  responsibility  they  would 
have  taken  upon  thoBselvea^  was  undoubt- 
edly great :  the  issue  might  have  been 
fortunate.  No  blame,  however^  attaches 
to  those  who  declined  vsuch  a  decided  line 
of  conduct.  The  second  course  which 
might  have  been  taken,  was  to  have  told 
Russia  immediately,  that  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  England  could  not  ac- 
cept -her  mediatum  :  but  to  .  have  done 
thb,  accompanied  with  all  the  expressions 
of  tenderness,  conciliation^  and  ccmfidence 
tovrarilji  Russia,  which  could  have  been 


devised.  At  the  same  time,  adding  that 
although  the  mediation  of  Russia  was  de- 
clined £br  the  reasons  stated*  a  directcom- 
munici^on  with  France  would  be  accept- 
ed, if  ofiered  on  the  p.art  of  that  power  ; 
and  even  avowing  fi:aakly  to  Russia,  not 
only  that  such  ^as  the  disposition  of  the 
English  government,  hut  that  if  Euglani 
felt  that  her  overtures  would  be  received 
in  a  manner  becoming  her  hcmour*  anil 
dignity,  and  upixx  tiie  footing  of  equality^ 
she  would  not  be.  indisposed  to  make  such 
overtures.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  such 
overtures  had  been  miie  at  that  moment, 
it  was  a  period  of  the  war  most  favourable 
for  them,  and  that  they  might  have  kd  to 
peace.  There  was  a  third  course  ;  that  of 
suspicion,  petulange,  and  half  coiKfideace> 
to'  which  the  evil  genius ;of  England  di- 
rected the  councils  of  her  ministers.  This 
was  a  course  which  was  sure  to  &i] ;  a 
course  which  must  necessarily  bring  dis- 
credit upon  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try. It  has  failed,  it  has  brov^t  discredit 
4ipon  the  councils  of  die  king,  and  what 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  a  golden  op- 
portunity for  entering  intc^  a  negociation, 
has  been  irretrievably  lost. — ^I  now  pass 
on  to  the  series  of  papers  relative  to  the 
mediation  of  Austria.  The  first  of  these 
carries  us  back  to  the  18th  of  April 
IB07,  when  it  appears  that  Austria  made 
an  ofiSer  of  her  mediation  to  all  the  belli- 
gerent power?.  The  offer  of  Austria  smd 
the  answer  of  England,  are  both  of  them 
concaved  in  th^  inpst  dignified  and  appro- 
priajte  terms.  I  do  not  know  that  there  'h 
any  reason  to  make  further  obseiTatiw 
upon  the  two  first  papers,  excepting  so  br 
as  is  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  1^^ 
house  to  one  paragraph  of  th^  Austria 
note,  which  is  this  :  '^  in  oonsideriag  how 
very  conoplicated  and  e3:teo8ive  the  pr^- 
S0nt  war  is  become,  the  emperor  wouU 
think  that  he  had  but  very  imperfectly 
expressed  his  fervent  desire  for  peace,  and 
a  hope  of  its  complete  and  speedy  re-estfi^ 
blishment,  if  he  did  not  at  the  same  time 
state  the  entire  conviction  he  feels,  that  it 
is  only  by  the  united  endeavours  of  the 
powers. principally  concerned  in  the  war, 
and  bt  a  negociation  in  common,  whic:h 
shoula  embrace  the  whole  of  their  recipro- 
cal interests,  that  permanent  tranquillity, 
and  a  secure  and  solid  peace,  caa  be  nt- 
tained^  a  peace  which,  should  secure  the . 
fiiture  political  relatiojos  of  Europe.'''  Axid 
to  the  concluduig  seatence  of  the^  para- 
graf^  immiediately  succeeding  that  which 
I  hav^. quoted,  in  which  it  is  ^aid  t^at  (be 
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essential  relations  of  all  the  parties  inte- 
rested should  as  far  as  is  practicable  be 
combined/'  [p.  102.1  An  official  answer 
is  retomed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  in 
a  Note  dated  the  25th  of  April,  and  I  have 
no  iattlt  to  find  with  that  official  document, 
[p.  102.]  It  is  only  to  be  remarked  that 
England  acknowled^s  the  intention  of 
Austria  that  her  mediation  should  be  ap- 
plied to  all  the  powers  concerned  in  the 
war  on  both  sides.  And  the  mediation  is 
accepted  upon  that  condition.  Tliis  oiler 
of  mediation  was  issued  on  the  same  day 
to  the  courts  of  France,  Petersburgh  and 
London,  but  before  all  the  answers  could 
be  received  at  Vienna,  the  events  of  war 
had  reduced  Russia  and  Prussia  to  the 
terms  of  the  conqueror.  I  did  expect  that 
there  would  have  been  some  supplemen- 
tary documents  between  the  note  dated 
the  25th  of  April,  and  the  next  note  whidi 
we  find  from  the  Prince  de  Stahremberg, 
dated  on  the  20th  of  November,  but  I  h||ie 
been  informed  that  none  such  exist.  •  On 
the  20t)i  of  Nov.  the  prince  de  Stahremberg 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning, by  the  positive  order  of  his  court, 
making  the  most  urgent  representations 
upon  tfao  importance  of  obtaining  a  paci- 
fication between  England  and  France; 
acknowledging  the  constant  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  court  of  St.  Js^mes's  for  the 
re-establishment  of  peace,  and  requesting 
to  know  what  were  the  sincere  intentions 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  at  this  time  upon 
the  same  subject,  [p.  104.]  « I  beg  the 
house  to  attend  to  the  date  of  this  com- 
munication. The  last  not^  on  the  subject 
of  the  Russian  mediation  was  delivered  at 
St.  Petersburgh  <m  the  29th  of  Oct. ;  the 
renewal,  of  the  ofier  of  Austria^  mediation 
was  made  at  London  on  the  20th  of  Nov. 
Now  supposing  for  a  moment  that  the  em- 
peror of  the  French  was  desirous  of  ob- 
taining peace,  through  Uny  channel  by 
which  he  could  eftecMiis  object ;  finding 
that  he  had  failed  at  St.  Petersburgh,  by 
the  date  it  will  appear  that  he  renewed 
his  ofier  through  the  means  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  at  the  v^ry  first  moment  at  which 
•  by  possibility  it^  could  be  renewed.  There 
is  just  time  for  the  news  of  the  total  fiiilure 
of  the  Russian  mediation  to  have 'arrived 
at  Paris,  and  for  «  communicaiion  to  have 
been  made  by  the  count  de  Mettemich 
(the  Austrian  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
the  Thuilleries,)  to  the  prince  de  Stah- 
remberg in  London,  between  the  29th  of 
Oct  and  the  20th  of  Nov.  .  Sir,  I  do  not 
build  much  upon  dus^  but  at  the  s^^ne  time 


there  is  a  coincidence  of  dates,  which  at 
least  will  justify  some  observation  upon 
the  fact.  To  this  note  of  the  20th  of  Nov. 
a  cold  andtlistant  Answer  [p.  104|]  is  re- 
turned by  the  English  secretary  oTstate  : 
but  such  a  one  as  did  not  prevent  fiuther 
intercourse.  For  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1808, 
another  very  short  Note  [p.  105,]  is  de- 
livered by  the  prince  de  Stahremberg  to 
Mr.  Cannmg/towhich  I  beg  to  call  the 
serious-attention  of  the  house,  and  even  to 
the  particular  construction  of  the  phrases 
of  it.  First,  Sir,  I  deem  the  communica- 
tion of  the  20th  of  Nov.  to  have  been  a 
renewal  of  the  o£fer  made  on  the  13th  of 
April,  and  not  to  be  an  absolutely  new 
oner  in  itself;  and  therefore  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  meant  England  to  understand, 
that  in  this  Renewed  proposition,  she  in- 
cluded the  whole  of  her  original  offer  of 
mediation;  and  that  all  the  conditions 
said  by  her  to  be  necessary  for  bringing 
the  negociatiqn  to  a  happy  issue,  (and 
particularly  that  of  incluaing  all  the  powd- 
ers engaged  in  the  war  on  both  sides,)  was 
referred  to,  and  remained  in  full  force. 
If  I  am  right  in  this  assumption,  there 
could  be  no  ground  for  doubt  as  to  the 
true  interpretation  of  any  equivocal  phrase 
that  might  be  used  by  the  prince  de  Stah- 
remberg :  but  even  withoilt  such  assump- 
tion, I  think  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  the  very  terms  of  the  prince  de  Stah- 
remberg's  letter  conveyed  the  same  ofier. 
Sir,  the  prince  de  Stahremberg  says,  that 
he  has  the  orders  of  his  own  court,  and 
conforms  to  the  desire  of  the  court,  of  the 
Thuilleries  in  giving  the  information  with 
which  he  is  then  charged,  and  that  he  is  or- 
dered to  propose  in  consec^uenceofthe  pa- 
cific dispositions  evinced  by  his  Britannic 
majesty,  in  his  hbte  of  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, that  plenipotentiaries  shall  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  Paris,  to  treat  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  peace.  Now,- sir,  I  beg 
to  quote  the  French  expression,  *'  entre 
toutes  les  puissances  actuellem^t  en  guerro 
aVec  I'Angleterre.''  [p,  105.]  The  trans- 
lation given  to  this  phrase  is,  *'  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  peace  between  all  the 
powers  at  present  atwar  with  England.'^ 
This  upon  the  face  of  it  is  wrong;  it  can- 
not be  meant  the  establishment  of  peace  < 
between  all  the  powers  at  war  with  Eng- 
land to  the  exclusion  of  England,  which  is 
the  strict  grammatical  import  of  these 
words.  But  having  thus  made  a  false 
translation,  Mr.  Canning  in'  his  answer  to  , 
the  prince  de  Stahremberg's  note,  builds 
upon  it  .a  reasoning  which  leads  u$  to  sup- 
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pose  that  he  interpreted  the  French  ori- 
ginal as  follows,  *'  between  England  and 
all  the  powers  in  alliance  against  her/' 
(to  the  exclusion  of  the  powers  in  allinnce 
with  her).  That,  Sir,  1  say  is  not  a  fair 
interpretation  of  the  phrase.  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  inform  myself  on  the 
subject,  and  I  think  I  can  yentore  to  assert 
that  the  true  interpretation  is,  •*  a  pacifi- 
cation an^ong  all  the  powers  at  war,  inclu- 
ding England."  The  real  meaning  then 
of  the  prince  de  Stahremberg  was  the  fur- 
therance of  the  original  offer  made  by 
Austria,  namely  to  mediate  for  a  paci- 
fication among  all  the  powers  at  war, 
both  with  England  and  ag^unst  her. — ^I 
have  dwelt  with  some  particularity  upon 
the  construction  of  this  phrase,  and  I 
must  further  observe,  that  the  word  avec 
in  French,  and  with  in  English  as  applied 
to  war  in  the  respective  languages  to 
which  they  belong,  admit  of  equivocal  in- 
terpretations; (in  common  parlance]  when 
you  say,  that  one  power  is  at  war  with 
another,  you  mean  that  one  power  is  at 
war  against  another :  but  it  is  nol  uncom- 
mon to  say,  and  it  is  sufficiently  correct 
to  say,  for  instani:e,  that  Russia  is  at 
war  with  Prussia  against  France,  it  would 
indeed  be  more  correct  at  all  times  to  say, 
England  is  at  war  against  France,  than  to 
say  England  is  at  war  with  France.  But 
if  there  could  exist  any  doubt  upon  the 
interpretation  of  this  phrase,  why,  before 
the  right  hon.  secretary  dwelt  upon  it  in 
the  manner  which  he  so  injudiciously 
adopted  in  his  answer  to  this  note,  did  he 
not  ask  the  prince  de  Stahremberg  in  a 
^private  communication,  what  the  real 
meaning  and  intention  of., Austria  was  ? 
Instead  of  that,  giving  his  own  interpre- 
tation (and  that  as  I  contend  a  wrong  one) 
to  the  phrase  in  question,  he  builds  upon  it 
the  most  offensive  paragraph  of  his  offen- 
sive answer.  But  in  my  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, it  is  most  material  as  to  the  future, 
that  it  should  be  impressed  upon  the 
mind  of  the  house,  and  upon  the  pub- 
lic, that  such  was  the  ofier  of  Austria,  and 
such  the  intention  of  France,  because  it 
will  strengthen  the  main  argument;  that 
it  is  possible  still  to  negociate  with  France 
upon  the  footing  of  equality,  and  that  the 
French  government  hitherto  has  not  mani- 
fested any  design,  that  England  in  any  ne- 
fociation  that  may  be  entered  into  with 
er,  should  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  in- 
equality with  respect  to  France.— Sir,  I 
pass  on  to  the  Answer  signed  by  Mr.  Can- 
ning, upon  which  I  must  dwell  in  detail. ^ 


It  is  conceived  in  any  thing  rather. than 
the  q>irit  of  conciliation  and  wisdom.  It 
is  rude,-netulant,  full  of  point  and  caviU 
laying  down  no  principle  upon  which 
great  statesment  ought  to  act:  dwelling, 
upon  those  particularities,,  and  insistins 
upon  those  conditions,  which  England 
ought  to  have  put  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  going  out  of  the  way  for  the 
purpose  of  behaving  in  a  manner  offensive 
and  uncivil  towards  the  prince  de  Stah* 
remberg  himself.  In  the  second  para* 
graph,  (the  first  being  merely  a  paragraph 
of  formality),  Mr.  Cuming  says,  (p.  106,) 
**  that  the  prince  de  IStahremberg  has 
omitted  to  explain,  firom  whoih  he  has  re* 
ceived  his  commission  to  propose  sendmg 
plenipotentiaries  to  Paris,  whether  from 
the  Austrian  minister,  or  from  the  govern* 
mei[it  of  France ;"  such  explanation  was 
wholly  unnecessary,  he  certainly  had  pro- 
duced no  powers  from  France,  but  he  pro- 
f^^d  not  to  be  the  accredited  agent  of 
France,  nor  indeed  to  be  the  agent  of 
France  in  any  way ;  he  told  you  that  he 
acted  under  the  orders  of  his  government ; 
and,  in  so  acting  "  conformed  to  the  de- 
sire of  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries."  He  > 
had  his  credentials  firom  Austria,  they  were 
in  your  hands,  he  was  therefore  the  minis- 
ter of  Austria  only ;  from  Austria  alone 
he  had  received  his  powers;  you  could 
not  doubt  whether  he  was  the  Austrian  or 
the  French  minister,  and  pretending  to 
have  such  a  doubt,  was  in  itself  most  of- 
fensive to  the  person  whom  you  address- 
ed. The  alternative  is  then  put,  that  the 
prince  de  Stahr^nbei^  acts  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  court  of  Vienna :  and  recog- 
nizing the  ambassador  in  his  proper  cha- 
racter, his  majesty  complains  "  ot  the  lit- 
tle reference  that  is  had  by  the  court  of 
Vienna,  to  the  conditions  which  were  in 
April  stated  by  his  majesty  to  beindispen- 
sible  preliminaries  to  the  opening  of  a  ne- 
gociation,  for  while  the  note  of  the  under* 
signed  of  the  23d  of  November  last,  is 
cited  by  the  prince  de  Stahremberg  as 
^tbe  foundation  of  the  present  proposal, 
his  majesty  observes  with  surprise,  that 
this  proposal  nevertheless  extends  only 
to  the  powers  combined  with.  France  in 
the  war  against  G.  Britain,  and  not  to 
the  allies  of  6.  Britain  in  the  war  with 
France/'  SSr,  in  dwelling  upon  the 
expression  contained  in  the  note  of  the 
prince  de  Stahremberg,  I  have  said  all  I 
have  to  say,  upon  this  part  of  Mr.  Can« 
ning's  answer.  I  contend  that  the  ex* 
pression,  in  the  prince  de  Stahremberg'i 
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Utter.  ift>  to  say  tbe  least  of  it,  eqnrrocal ; 
that  if  it  be  equivocal,  it  wai  the  duty  of 
Mir.  Caaning  to  have  obtained  from  the 
prince*  do  Stahremberg,  a  distinct  in- 
terpretation of  it;  and  if  he  did  not 
think  that  necessary,  he  ought  to  have 
given  an  interpretation  the  most  favourable 
to  the  court  of  Vienna ;  which  would  have 
been,  that  she  adhered  to  her  originai  pvo- 
pontion  of  the  Idth  of  April  ;  but  that  it 
'  M  most  unjustifiable  to  pot  an  arbitrary 
eonstroction  upon  an  equivocal  sentemie, 
and  then  argue  as  if  that  construction  were 
it's  real,  true,  undisputed  .construction. 
hk  ihji  case,  undoubtedly,  the  grammatical 
constmction  of  the  sentence  in  question 
was  of  great  importance :  and  I  am  per- 
anaded,  that  neither  Austria  oliered,  nor 
did  France  intend  that  the  mediation  of  that 
coart  should  be  offered  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  allies  of  G.  Britain.  The  other  alter- 
native is  then  taken,  that  the  prince  Stah- 
remberg  speaks  in  'the  name  of  the  court 
of  the  Thuilleries.  It  is  on  this  hypothesis 
aaid,  that  in  professing  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  uiother  power,  besides  that  of 
Austria,  a  statement  of  some  precise  au- 
thority on .  the  p»rt  of  that  p<nver  should 
have  been  made,  or  some  specific  and  au- 
thenticated document  produced  which 
alone  could  justify  the  court,  to  which  he 
addressed  himself,  in  founding  a  pubHc 
and  important  measure  upon  such  a  com-' 
munication ;"  certainly  if  he  had  professed 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  France,  powers 
from  Prance  ought  to  have  been  produced; 
but  ihe  decisive,  and  ready  answer  to  the 
viiiole  of  that  paragraph  is,  that  he  did  not 
profisss  to  speak  in  the  name  of  France. — 
We  now  come  to  a  most  extraordinary 
part  of  the  Note,  in  which  the  secretary  of 
state  says,  ''  ^hat  it  was  reasonably  to  be 
expected,  that  a  pledge  as  solemn  and  au- 
thentic on  the  part  of  France,  as  that  given 
by  his  majesty  to  France,  should  have  been 
communicated  before  his  majesty  could  be 
called  upon  to  make  any  further  advance.'' 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  proposal  on 
the  part  df  France,  ibr  England  to  send 
negociators  to  Paris,  was  a  pledge  of  the 
pacific  disposition  of  franco ;  but  to  my 
great  surprise,  I  find  that  this  desire  is  most 
grossly  «' misconstrued  into  an  implicatioa 
of  an  unjustifiable  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
of  his  majesty's  profesmons.^'    I  really  am 

Suite  at  a  loss -for  any  ground,  upon  which 
lis  can  be  plausibly  stated.  It  appears  to 
.me  so  completely  difierent  firom  the  notion 
that  any  person  endowed  ^ith  the  least 
degree  of  candour  would  have  formed. 


of  such  h  request  made  by  France,  that 
I  must  pass  it  over  withoat   comment. 
Very  soon  after,  is  revived  the  difficulty 
about  a  basis,  and  a  complaint   is  made, 
that  no  intimation  is  given  of  the  basis 
upon  which  it  is  proposed  ta  negociate. 
The  answer  to  that,  1  have  before  given. 
If  you,  think  a  basis  indispensrble,  it  must 
be  presumed  that  you  are  prepared  with 
one ;    if  you  are  prepared  with  one,  i^iiy, 
instead  or  raising  a  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  enemy,  do  yon  not  lev^l  the  difficulty 
by  making  a  communication  of  your  own 
basis }  It  is  then  observed,  that  if  ever  it 
could  have  been  matter  of  dioubt,  whether 
the  previous  settlement  of  a  basis  of  nc- 
gociationwere  necessary  to  the  hope  of  its 
successfiil  termination,  tbe  experience  of 
the  last  negociation  with  France  would 
have  placed  that  question  beyond  contro- 
vei-sy.    Sir,  undoubtedly  I  think  it  wouJd, 
but  not  in  the  way  intended  by  Mr-  Secre- 
tary Canning.     I  think  that  the  prelimi- 
nary condition  of  a  basis  was  the  bane  of 
that  negociation.    That  its  introduction 
into  the  discussions  was  fatal  to  them,  and 
that  owing  to  the  insisting  upon  the  preli- 
minary basis,   it  was  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain whether  peace  could  or  could  not 
have  been  accomplished. — ^Then  comes  a 
paragraph  which  m  itself  is  perfectly  un- 
exceptionable ;  and  if  it  had  been  sent  to 
Paris,  accompariied  only  by  one  oi^  two 
preceeding  sentences  of  form,  and  one  or 
two  succeeding  sentences  of  concrliationi  a 
negociation  might  have  now  been  on  foot. 
The  paragraph  runs  thus,  **  his  majtety  is 
willing  to  treat' with  France,  but  he  will 
treat  only  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality ; 
he  is  ready  to  tr^at  with  the  allies  oiFrancc, 
bui  the  negociation  must  equally  embrace 
the  allies  of  G.  Britain.*'     Had  the  answer 
been  confined  to  that  one  paragraph,  and 
the  reply  on  the  part  of  France  had  been 
in  the  negative  ;  no  question  would  have 
remainecT  that  she  was  insincere,    and 
there  Would  have  been  anend  of  the  whole 
matter.    Had  the  answer  been  in  the  affir- 
mative, no  obstacle  to  negociation  could 
have  presented  itself.    Another  unneces- 
sary difficulty  is  raised  in  the  course  of 
this  note,  and  a  ponctilioxreated' between 
this  court  and  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries, 
which,  but  fon  the  ingenuity  of  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  would  never  have  existed. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  inconvenience 
which  has  ever  resulted  firom  the  negocia- 
tion carried  on  at  Paris.     I  do  hot  recol- 
lect that  lord  Malmsbury  stated  any  in- 
'  convenience  arising  fronj  this  sousce,  and 
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I  do  not  know  of  any  circntnstance  in  the 
mission  of  the  earls  of  Lauderdale  and 
Yarmouth,  that  should  induce  England 
to  declare  positively  that  she  never  would 
again  send  negociators  to  Paris*  I  know 
that  my  view  of  the  neffociation  of  1 806 
is  not  that  which  is  taken  by  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gentlemen  over  against  nie,.and  I 
perfectly  well  recollect,  the  delay  in  giv- 
ing  passports  to  lord  Lauderdale  was 
dwelt  upon  vnth' great  indignation  and 
acrimony  by  those  right  hon.  gentlemen ; 
but  I  viewed  that  circumstance  in  a  light 
very  difierent  from  them ;  and  at  all  events 
they  will  allow  me  to  recall  to  their  re- 
collection, that  admitting  the  demand  of 
passports  had  not  been  attended  to  with 
the  respect  and  promptitude  which  is  due 
to. all  such  demands  made^by  a  negociator 
in  the  count^ry  of  the  enemy ;  an  apology 
for  the  delay  was  both  demanded  and 
made ;  and  that  lord  Lauderdale  did  not 
renew  his  conferences,  until  he  had  ob- 
tained the  satis^tion  due  to  his  court. 
Here,  however,  is  an  unnecessary  difficulty 
created.  You  profess  only  to  be  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  with  France,  she  ofifers 
you  a  place  of  negociation  which  you 
peremptorily  decline,  whatever  place  for 
negociation  you  may  designate,  she  will 
have  an  equal  right  to  refuse.  How  are 
these  disputes  to  be  terminated,  and  which 
power  is  to  concede  this  false  point  of 
honour  ?  Sir,  I  only  hope  that  ministers 
may  be  more  wise,  than  to  think  it  neces- 
safy  to  abide  by  their  own  premature  and 
intemperate  declarations.  I  cannot  pass 
over  the  remainder  of  the  note  without 
some  observation.  The  prince  de  Stah- 
remberg  is  a  person  of  consequence  in  his 
own  countryi  Throughout  Europe,  he  is 
known  to  be  attached  to  the  interests  of 
England,  and  has  even  suffered,  on  account 
of  his  avowed  attachment  to  her  \^'eUare, 
some  indignities  on  the  pan  of  the  French 
emperor.  He  is  a  man  of  high  honour 
and  reputation,  and  a  person,  for  whom 
one  should  imagine,  as  well  on  his  own 
account,  as  on  account  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  which  has  been  faithful  to  Eng- 
land under  all  circmnstances,  mi^ht  have 
met  with  respect  from  his  majesty^  minis- 
ters. But  Mr.  Canning  having  gone  out 
of  the  way  to  ofiend  him,  by  separating 
the  person  of  the  prince  iWmi  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Austrian  ambassador,  concludes 
his  note  by  the  most  extraordinary  decla- 
ration pernaps  that  ever  was  made  at  any 
time  by  any  minister.  It  is  this :  the  prince 
de  Stahremberff  (so  accredited  fron^  the 
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court  of  Vienna,  and  profess 
under  the  orders  of  that  court  i 
muni  cation  he  had  made),  and 
this  very  note  received  the  ex 
the  sentiments  of  the  court  of  ] 
the  important  subject  of  negoi 
tween  the  belligerents,  is  exp 
"  that  he  has  no  authority  to  sf 
name  of  his  majesty  to  the  gov 
France."      To  what  end   tha 
whole  been  written  ?     Sir,  it  a 
the  bitter  and  sarcastic  languagi 
in  this  note  was  not  intended  i 
any  practical  purpose  whatev« 
the  only  object  of  it  was  to  i 
prince  de  Stahremberg,  who 
guilty  of  the  high  crime  of  acli 
dience  to  the  orders  of  his  own 
agreeably  to  the  desire  of  that  of 
have  now,  sir,  gone  through  the  ^ 
Austrian  correspondence ;  and 
say,  that  if  ministers  were^eten 
this  offer  of  mediation  should  n 
a  negociation,  and  should  not 
tive  of  any  avenue  to  negociati< 
way  whatever,  they  cpuld  not 
ducted    themselves  otherwise 
did ;    and  that  if  they   had 
themselves  in  any  conceivable 
different  from  that  which  they  I 
a  negociation  must  infallibly  1 
the  consequence.     I  have  only 
observe  a  little,  upon  one  of  the 
stipulated  both  here,  and  in  tl 
mediation,  that  of  a  preliminary 
I  do  so  with  a  view  of  calling  thi 
of  the  house,  and  of  the  right  \ 
himself,  to  his  own  opinions 
subject. — For  myself,  I  must  al 
sider  the  demand  of  a  precise 
preliminary  to  the  acceptance 
tion,  or  even  a*  preliminary  t< 
into  negociation)  neither  wise  i 
dient,  and  if  I  wanted  any  confi 
my  opinion  upon  that  subject, 
could  find  it  in  a  pamphlet 
under  the  name  of  Mr.  Canning  j 
to  be  a  speech  delivered  by  hi 
house,  on  the  5th  Jan.  1807,  4 
on  the  conduct  of  the  late  negofj 
France.     In  that  speech,  Mr.J 
represented  as  making  use  of 
markable  expressions.    I  troubl 
with  the  passage  at  length,  becd 
his  argument  clear  and  decisis 
point.    Mr.  Canning  says,  <  ail 
'  noble  terd  (Howick)  has  ii 

*  Mr.  Fox  rejected  the  surges! 

*  ing  the  stipulations   of  thu 

*  Amiens  for  the  basis  of  negoi 

3H 
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cause  he  thought  that  they  were  VBgue, 
*"  and  indefinite;  and  that  more  time  there- 
'  fore  would  be  lost  in  defining  and  ad- 

*  justing  the  basis,  than  might  be  sufficient 
'  (if  well  employed)  for  discussing  and 
'  settling  the  main  points  of  anegociation, 
'  is  it  possible  that  the  noble  lord  should 
'  not  perceive  that  the  adoption  of  the 
'  uti  possidetis  would  have  been  liable  to 

*  simi4ar  embarrassment;  that  he  should 
'^  not  be  aware  of  the  perplexed  and  in- 
''  terminable  discussions  which  must  have 
'  arisen  in  the  attempt  to  define  the  pre- 
'  cise  degree  of  possession,  occupation,  or 
*■  coiitroul  which  should  or  should  not  en- 
*■  title  to  the  benefit  of  the  uti  possidetis } 

*  to  determine,  for  instance,  whether  the 
*'  kiflgdo»  of  Hdktnd;  whether  the  princi- 
'  palitfes  of  the  Rhine,  whether  Southern 
'  Germany,  whether  the  fortresses  of  Aus- 

*  tria  herself,  should  at  the  outset  of  a  ne- 
'  gociation,  be  acknowledged  by  us  to  b6 
'the  lawful  and  confirmed  possessions  of 
'  France,  except  so  for  as  they  might  be 

*  redeemed    by  such    equivalents   as  we 

*  might  be  able  and  disposed  to  give  in 

*  exchange  for  them.  I  am  confident, 
'■  (and  the  veiy  argument  which  the  noble 
'lord  himself  has  advanced,  renders  me 
'  stUl  more  confident  in  the  opinion]  that 

*  such  was  Mr  Fox's  view  of  the  subject, 
« that  his  passing^by  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 

*  when  it  was  fn-st  sus^ested  by  M.  Tal- 

*  ley  rand,  and  proceeding  te  suggest,  in- 
*"  stead  of  it,  something  which  he  called  a 
^  basis,  but  which  in  fact  amounted  te  no- 

*  thing  more  than  the  statement  of  a  prin- 

*  ciple,  which  might  be  taken  for  granted 
*^to  prevail    in    every  negociation,    the 

*  honour  and  glory  of  the  two  cou«tries> 

<  was  dictated,  by  precisely, the  same  mo- 
*tive  which  afterwards  inauced  him  in  his' 
'  answer  to  M.  Talleyrand*s  letter  of  the 

*  2nd  of  June,  to  accept  so  easily  M.  Tal- 
*■  leyrand's  proposed  additional  principle 
*o£'^  continental  and  maritime  guarantee^ 

*  in  preference  to  (and  pne  must  fairly  say 

*  in  exclusion  of)  the  other  offer,  which  is 
'  asserted  to  have  been  made  at  the  same 

*  time  through  lord  Yarmouth,  of  uti  pos- 

*  sidetis,  and  the  motive  which  in  each 

*  case  operated  with  Mr.  Fox,  appears  to 

*  have  been  simply  the  desire  to  avoid  any 

*  technical  basis,  as  uttei'ly  inapplicable  to 
'  the  existing  state  of  the  world,  and  as 

*  likely    to    require    (as  the  noble   lord 

*  Howick  has-  himself  contended  would 
'  have  been  the  case  with  the  stipulations 

*  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  as  I  think  I 

<  have  shewn  would  equally  have  arisen  in 


'  any  attempt  to  apply  the  uti  possidetis) 

*  more  time  in  the  application  and  adjust- 
'  ment  of  the  basis  than  would  have  be^n 
'  sufficient  to  discuss  and  settle  the  terms 

*  of  the  most  complicated  negociation^.*' 

Sir,  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  Mr./ 
Canning  is  here  stating  what  was  Mr. 
Fox's  reasoning  upon  the  subject  of  a- 
basis;  and  what  ue  line  of  his  conduct 
appeared  to  hate  been.  I  agree  with  hin& 
in  the  position  he  hasiaid  down  with  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Fox,  and  i  think  that  the  rea- 
soning which  he  has  given  to  Mr.  Fox 
upon  the  impropriety  of  insisting  upon  an^ 
technical  basis  whatever,  is  incontroverti- 
ble* I  am  however  warranted  in  suppos- 
ing that  the  right  hon.  gent,  also  himself 
thinks  that  reasoning  perfectly  correct ; 
because,  after  having  stated  it  so  clearly 
and  ably  as  he  has  done  in  that  pamphlet^ 
he  gives  no  opinion  in  contradiction  to  it, 
although  in  the  course  of  the  speech  he 
took  every  opportunity  to  stigmatize  snch 
errors  as  he  supposed  imputable  to  the 
conduct  of  the  whole  of  the  administration 
engaged  in  that  negociation.  And  lie  evi- 
dently contrasts  the  wise  policy  of  Mr.  Fox, 
with  that  which  he  represents  as  in  the 
highest  degree  blameable  in  those  who 
succeeded  him  in  the  management  of  the 
negociation. — Sir,  a  question  may  be  here 
asked  of  me,  why,  if  you  think  the  para-^ 
graph  which  you  have  quoted,  and  which: 
is  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Canning 
to  the  prince  de  Stahremberg,  namely, 
"  that  his  majesty  is  willing  te  treat  with* 
France,  but  he  will  treat  only  on  a  foot- 
ing of  perfect  equality ;.  he  isi  ready  to 
treat  with  the  allies  of  France,  but  the 
negociation  must  equally  embrace  .  the 
interests  of  the  allies  of  G.  jBritain  ;"  why, 
if  you  think  that  paragraph  contains  all 
thai  would  be  necessary  as  an  overture  ta 
France  for  entering  into  negociation>-  do 
you  reqinrc  any  thing  more  at  the  hands 
of  the  administration?  Sir,  I  allow  that 
the  paragraph  in  question  contains  the 
whole  that  would  be  necessary  iot  my 
purpose  :  but  a  paragraph,  may  be  so  ac- 
companied as  to  make  it  obnoxious  in  the 
company  which  it'  keeps,,  when  by  itself 
it  mie;ht  convey  an  amicable  meaning. 
Such  is  the  present  case.  >  And  moreovep 
Mr.  Cannir>g  has  so  contrived  it,  that  even 
if  there  were  nothing  ofiensive  in  the 
tetter,  to  detract  from  the  amicable  con- 
struction which  might  be  put  upon  the 
paragraph  sepai'ately  considered,  he  has 

*  See  vol,  viii»  p.  $^3; 
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precluded  the  possibility  of  erentnal 
advantage  by  telling  the  Austrian  am- 
batsador  that  he  is  not  to  communi- 
cate to  France  the  intentions  of  the 
king's  government ;  and  therefore  the  pa- 
ragraph is  without  effect,  excepting  so  far 
as  it  inay  be  calculated,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  letter,  to  offend  the  court 
of  Austria,  in  the  person  of  its  ambassador. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  think  that  in  all  the 
records  of  diplomatic  transactions,  no  pro- 
duction can  be  found  ^  more  replete  with 
o^nce,  or  more  inconsistent  with  the 
true  and  genuine  character  of  a  statesman. 
It  may  be  said  in  extenuation  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning's conduct,  that  it  is  evident  from 
some  short  notes  of  a  posterior  date,  that 
the  prince  de-Stahremberg  could  have 
had  no  authority  for  his  conduct  from  the 
court  of  Vienna ;  because  in  answer  to  a 
<|uestion  put  to  him  by  Mr.  Canning,  rela- 
tive to  th«  departure  of  Mr.  Adair  |rom 
Vienna,  the  pnnce  de  Stahremberg  says, 
that  he  has  received  no  dispatches  from 
his  court  since  the  30th  of  Oct.  In  an- 
swer to  that,  I  have  only  to  remark  that 
the  count  de  Mettemich,  the  Austrian 
ambassador  to  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries, 
was  at  Paris :  it  was  therefore  very  possi- 
ble that  communications  should  be  trans- 
mitted from  the  count  de  Stadion,  the  mi- 
nister for  forei^  affairs  at  Vienna,  through 
count  Mettemich  to  the  prince  de  Stah- 
remberg, and  that  he  might  have  full 
authority  for  every  step  that  he  took,  (as 
in  fact  there  can  be  no  question  that  he 
had),  without  any  immediate  and  direct 
communication  with  Vienna. — ^Another 
observation  may  be  made,  upon  the  situa- 
tion of  the  court  of  Vienna,  as  offering  to 
mediate  at  this  period,  between  6.  Britain 
and  France.  It  may  be  objected  that  the 
state  of  subserviency  in  which  that  court 
was  placed  towards  the  court  of  the  Thuil- 
leries, disqualified  her  for  the  office  of  me- 
diation. If  such  indeed  had  been  stated 
by  the  king's  ministers  to  have  been  the 
reason  of  their  rejection  of  the  ihediation, 
it  would  have  been  fair  to  argue,  that  as 
on  the  one  hand,  the  subserviency  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  to  Ae  French  govern- 
ment, disqualified  her  for  the  office  of  me- 
diatrix; so  on  the  other  hand,  that  France 
being  in  possession  of  the  full  powers 
given  to  the  Austrian  minister  at  Paris,  to 
make  such  communications  as  France 
should  think  fit  to  dictate  to  the  Austrian 
minister  at  the  court  of  London,  and 
knowing  that  England  could  not  be  ap- 
fceacfaed^  except  m  the  way  of  mediation. 


France  bumbled  herself  to  a 
path  which  England  had  lef 
advances,     in  that  light  in( 
clined  to  view  it,  and  I  can 
any  thing  more  desirable  the 
the  belligerent  powers  shouk 
with  the  utmost  promptitud 
fiuence  which  she  possessed 
power  recognized  by  both, 
to  exercise  the  high  and  friei 
mediation,  to  communicate  h 
directly  to  the  other  belUgen 
vain  to  dwell  longer  upon  4hi) 
cause  no  such  objection  has 
upon  the  part  of  government, 
apolpgize  for  having  detaine 
so  long  upon  thb  part  of  tl 
but  in  justice  to  the  right  h 
deeply   interested  in   ttie  tr 
was  bound  to  go  into  a  minute 
justice  to  myself,  and  to  the 
which  I  intend  t,o  establish  up< 
pers,  it  was  necessary  that  I  sh 
them  much  at  length,  and  I 
have  in  some  measure  succee< 
vincing  the  house,  that  anot 
opportunity   has   been    lost, 
of  making  peace,  (for  I  beg 
again  to  understand,  that  I  ( 
ways  have  carefully  abstainci 
assertion,  that  peace  in  any 
have  been  made)  but  of  enter!  i 
gociation,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
whether  peace  could  or  could 
fected.     I  have  thought  it  my 
pose  to  the  severest  censure  of 
the  conduct  of  the  king's  govern 
this  occasion,  and  more  particul; 
his  majesty'^  secretary  of  state  1 
affairs;  because  it  does  appear  to 
sary  to  state  my  opinion  to  the 
the  country  at  large  of  his  utter  ii 
cy  to  guide  us  through  the  dange 
ficulties  which  suiTound  us  in  tl 
our  fate.     I  am  sure  the  right 
from  the  freedom  that  he  has  t 
the  characters  of  some  of  his  col 
office,  will  excuse  the-freedon 
have  taken   with  his-  official  < 
having  on  a  former  occasion  d 
his  place  in  this .  house;  his  coll< 
Hawkesbury  unqualified  to  hold 
of  foreign  affliirs,  he  cannot,  ob 
expressing  the  opinion  that  I  er 
the  comparative  merits  of  his 
present  secretaries  of  state.     I 
view  then  of  the  papers  which 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  hous* 
mons  signed  by  lord  Hawkesi 
Ui03e:signed  by  Mr.  Canning, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


839]      PAUL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  29,  1  SOS.— Mr.  Whkbttad's  Mothn  tdatice  io     {840 


no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  had  much 
rather  the  seals  of  the  foreign  office  were 
in  the  hands  of  lord  Hawkesboryj  than  in 
those  of  their  present  possessor.    In  lord 
Bawkesbury's  correspondence,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  frankness,  a  simplicity,  and 
a  temper  which  are  totally  wanting  in  the 
correspondence  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  and 
which  are  very  ill  compensated  by  the 
smartness  and  satire  sq  conspicuous  in  his 
dispatches.     If  therefore,  the  administra- 
tion must  needs  consist  of  the  same  com- 
ponent parts,  I  could  wish,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  country,  that  these  two  persons 
should  change  situations.    But,  sin  how- 
ever material  it  may  be  to  review  the  con- 
duct of  ministers,  and  for  the  house  to  ex- 
press its  opinion  upon  that  conduct,  what  I 
IS  past  is  of  much  less  importance  than  [ 
what  is  to  CQjne;  and  it  remains  to  be 
considered  what  course  we  ought  now  to 
pursue.    What  is  past  is  lamentable,  but 
irremediable;  what  is  to  come  requires 
the   utmost  efforts  of  human  wisdom  to 
turn  to  the  best  account.      If  I  shall  have 
persuaded  the  house,  or  any  considerable 
proportion  of  it,  that  at  no  period  the  ex- 
periment of  negociation  has  been  carried 
.  to  the  utmost ;  and  that  in  the  two  last 
instances,  it  was  not  the  perver^eness  of 
France,  but  the  folly  of  England,  which 
prevented  our  entering  into  negociation, 
I  shall  have  ejected  a  great  deal,  because 
I  shall  have  persuaded  the  house,  or  such 
persons  in  it  upon  whom  my  arguments 
may  have  made  any  impression,  that  they 
puffht  not  to  cast  away  all  hope  of  peace, 
and  that  it  is  not  necessaiy  to  stifle  all  de- 
sire of  it.     My  opinion  is  now  what  it  has 
been  from  the  commencement  of  the  first 
Irevolutionai-y   war:    peace  has  been  all 
along  essential  to  the  interests,  it  is  now 
more  than  at  any  preceding  period  neces- 
aary  to  the  salvation  of  the  country.    I 
deny  the  insane  proposition,  that  peace  is 
more  dangerous  than  war.     I  will  not  as- 
sert that,  with  peace  we  can  insure  safety, 
but  I  am  conviiKed  that  in   everlasting 
war  we  must  find  our  ruin.     A  rapid  re- 
view of  our  internal  situation,  and  even  a 
repetition   of   the    name    of   our    sister 
kingdom,  and  the  catalogue  of  our  fo- 
reign dependencies^  will  too  clearly  es- 
tablish that  proposition.     Look  at  the  pe- 
titions upon  your  table,  and   read  what 
they  contain.     Look  at  Ireland,  at  India, 
and  your  possessions  in  the  West  Indies; 
and,  having  done  so,  ask  yourselves  whe- 
ther a  continuation  of  the  war  must  not 
bring  the  greatest  calamities  vpon  the 


country,  uhless  you  can  effect^  a  firm  and 
general  conviction   that  it    is  the  am- 
bition  and    injustice    of  France   alone, 
which  prevents   the  accomplishment  of 
peace.    But  it  is  necessary  that  a  i^ego* 
ciation  very  different  from  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding  ones,  should  be  entered  into,  for 
the  purpose  for  ascertaining  that  fact. — 
Sir,  I  believe  there  are  many  who  hare^ 
such  a  horror  of  peace  with  France  that 
they  would  be  inclined  to  vote  with  me 
upon  the  third  proposition,  which  I  shall 
submit  to  the  ccmsideration  of  the  house, 
upon  the  expediency  of  making  a  direct 
overture  for  negociation  with  France,  if 
they  could  be  convince^l  that  that  over- 
ture would  terminate  unsuccessfully,  afber 
th^  example  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who  told  the 
house  of  commons,  that  in  the  failure  of 
the  negociation  at  lisle  and   Parb,  the 
country  had  had  two  great  escapes.    Such 
]b  the  hatred   of  some  towards  France, 
such  the  infatuation  of  others,  and  such 
the  controul  of  interest,  as  I  fear,  over 
many,  that  for  these  difierent  reasons  de- 
siring a  prolongation  of  the  war,  they 
would  wish  to  throw  the  whole  blame  upon 
France,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  enter 
into  a  mock  negociation  for  that  purpose. 
Such  certainly  is  not  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject.    I  wish  to  enter  mto  a  negociation 
not  only  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sincerity  of  France,  but  in  the  hope,  nay 
even  in  the  expectation  of  being  able   to 
procure  peace,  upon  honourable  and  equi- 
table terms.   Sir,  it  has  been  said  by  9ome, 
that  a  peace  of  security  would  content 
them ;  and  that  for  the  present  all  idea  of 
our  honour  must  be  out  of  the  question.     I 
am  of  a  vei*y  d  i£^ent  opinion.    I  certainly 
would  not  consent  to  any  peace,  in  which 
the  honour  of  the  country  was  not  consult- 
ed.     As  to  security  when  can  it  ever  be 
obtained  ?     Tbimaunxes  of  treaties,  with 
which  our  libraries  are  loaded,  show  that 
peace  has  seldom  been  maintained  be- 
tween contracting  parties,  whenever  it  be- 
came the* interests  of  either  the  one  or  the 
other  power  to  break  the  contract.    With 
the  power  of  France,  so  enormous  as  it 
now  confessedly  is,  when  can  you  say  that 
you  are  secure  in  peace  ?     If  you  wait  un- 
til you  can  have  security,  that  the  peace 
which  you  make  shall  be  maintahied  dur- 
ing any  given  period,  you  must  alSandoi^ 
all  hopes  of  peace;  but  I. should  enter  into 
negociation,  expecting  that  it  would  terr 
^  minate  in  peace ;   and  hoping  that  such 
peace  would  be  permanent  and  secare^  or 
as  much  so  as  at  any  otjher  period  9vilJ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


841]     PARL.  D£BAT£S>  Feb.  29>  lS09.'-4ke  Mediation  qf  Russia  and  Atiittid.    [842 


any  other  government. — ^The  right  hon. 
gent,  in  the  Declaration  which  I  taker  to 
be  iiis  production,  has  described  in  glow- 
ing terms,  the  present  state  of  the  I*rench 
power ;  he  has  asserted,  and  most  truly, 
that  '  kingdoms  are  prostrate  at  her  feet, 
and  that  the  population  of  nations  is  ranged 
under  her  banners.'  Formidable  indeed 
is  the  power  so  described,  but  what  has 
laid  kings  prostrate  at  her  feet,  and  what 
has  ranged  the  population  of  nations  under 
her  banner  ?  the  infatuated  policy  of  Eng- 
land, dni'ing  the  last  fifleen  years.  Is 
there  any  hope  then  by  a  perseverance  in 
the  same  policy,  that  this  power  can  be  in 
the  smallest  degree  diminished  ?  Let  us 
not  deceive  ourselves,  nor  stand  aghast  bs 
ifsomething  preternatural  had  been  effect- 
ed !  there  is  no  miracle  in  all  this,  it  is 
simply  the  consequence  of  one  man,  of  ex- 
traordinary talents,  taking  advantage  of 
the  folly  and  the  blunders  of  the  rest  of 
mankind.  We  talk  of  the  machinations, 
the  artifices,  and  the  intrigues  of  Buona- 
parte :  they  all  resolve  themselves  into 
four  great  battles,  Marengo,  Austerlitz, 
Jena,  and  Friedland.  These  are  the  ma- 
chinations by  which  he  got  the  continent 
into  his  power.  You  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  fight  those  battles ;  you  com- 
bined the  world  against  him,  he  has  con- 
quered the  world  eombined,  and  he  has 
combined  the  world  agai^ist  you.  We 
talk  again  at  other  times,  of  the  fortune  of 
Buonaparte,  as  if  there  were  some  good 
genius  attendant  upon  him,  which  led  him 
to  the  accomplishment  of  his  objects',  and 
as  if  an  evil  genius  at  all  times  attended 
the  coalitions  formed  against  him,  and  led 
them  to  defeat  and  to  disgrace :  Sir, 

The  lucky  have  their  moments,  those  they  use, 
Th'  unlucky  have  their  houi-s,  and  those  they 
lose. 

That  is  the  solution  of  this  great  mystery 
as  it  respects  Buonaparte  and  the  powers 
engaged  against  him.  What  could  be 
more  absurd,  not  to  go  back  to  former 
periods,  than  the  last  coalition  excited  by 
England  against  France  ?  To  enter  into 
the  detail  of  all  the  Papers,  which  were 
imprudently  thrown  upon  the  table  of  the 
house  of  commons,*  at  the  time  lord  Mul- 
grave  held  the  office  of  foreign  secretary 
of  state^  would  not  be  possible  at  this  time ; 
but  I  would  refer  the  house,  and  the  pub- 
lic, to  a  review  of  them,  for  the  proof  of 
what  -I  assert.  Austria  was  totally  unpre- 
pared.    She  was  a  power  at  that  time  as 

*  See  Appendix  to  vol.  vj. 


greats  if  not  greater,  than  before  the  re« 
volution  of  France.  Her  dominions  were 
more  concentrated,  her  population  greater, 
her  spirit,  even  under  the  most  cruel  cer 
verses,  had  never  been  brokea;  and  if 
you  would  not  have  dragged  her  forth  at 
a  time  when  she  was  conscious  of  her  in- 
ability to  stir,  she  might  have  recoyered  ; 
and,  at  some  fiiture  period  have  opposed 
to  France  a  most  formidable  and  enectual 
resistance.  Forced  by  your  impolicy  she 
ran  upon  Jier  ruin ;  and  although  she  has 
been  suffered  to  remain  a  great  power 
still,  much  more  time  will  be  requisite  be- 
fore she  can  again  make  liead  upon  the 
continent.  Russia  was  an  unbroken,  power, 
but  it  was  madness  to  call  her  forth  at  the 
moment  that  you  did  ;  and  the  formation 
of  the  last  coalition  was  one  of  that  series 
of  acts  of  impolicy,  or  rather  the  most  ab- 
surd of  ali  those  impolitic  acts  of  ^hii:h 
England  has  been  so  long  guilty.  It  has  beei^ 
of  fatal  consequence,  not  oniy  as  it  has  led 
to  the  defeat  and  disgrace  of  the  combined 
armies,  but  as  it  has  given  to  the  French 
emperor  a  proof  of  his  power,  when  t^n-- 
gaged  against  those  armies.  When  we 
talk  of  artifice  and  deceit,  let  us  recollect 
that  the  foundation  of  the  hope  of  that 
coalition,  was  the  deceit  practised  upon 
the  French  emperor ;  that  that  deceit,  up  to 
the  period  at  whitrh  you  expected  its  de* 
tection,  was  successful.  Sir,  we  have  now 
drank  the  cup  of  experience  to  the  dregs, 
and  I  think  the  most  infatuated  enthusiast 
in  politics  can  no  longer  look  to  the  con* 
tinent  for  any  hope  of  curtailing,  much 
less  of  destroying,  the  power  of  France. 
How  much  more  formidable  have  you  ren<* 
dered  the  French  emperor,  by  bringing 
his  armies  in  cont.ict  with  those  of  every 
power  of  the  continent !  before  you  had 
done  soi  expectation  might  have  been  en-? 
tertained  by  yourselves,  or  by  the  powers 
who  had  not  tried  it,  either  separately!  or 
jointly,  that  France  might  have  been  re-p 
sisted  by  a  oombination  of  those  powers: 
and  indeed  a  doubt  might  have  been  en« 
tertained  in  the  mind  of  the  French  empe* 
ror  himself,  whether,  with  his  consummate 
military  skill,  and  with  such  an  engine  as 
the  French  armies,  and  the  armies  of  the 
nations  then  dependent  upon  France,  he 
could  make  head  against  the  other  powera 
of  the  continent.  You  have  absurdly 
shewn  him,  that  Austria  and  Russia  com* 
bined,  are  no  match  for  him  ;  you  ha^« 
shewn  him  that  Russia' and  Prussia  com* 
bined  are  no  match  for  him,  and  it  is  now 
na  mtttter  of  speculatioD«  bat  a  thing  whicH 
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you  have  forced  him  to  put  to  the  proof, 
that  he  is  superior  to  eveiy,  and  to  all  the 
armies  of  the  continent.  You  are  now 
alone  :  and  how  are  your  individual  inte- 
rests to  be  consulted  ?  AVhen  I  say  alone, 
I  do  not  forget  that  you  have  an  alliance 
with  Sweden;  but  that  alliance  is  a  weight 
upon  you,  rather  than  any  assistance  to 
you««i— I  say  then,  that  you  are  alone  in 
the  war ;  and  how  are  your  individual  inte- 
rests to  be  consulted,  but  by  peace  ?  Upon 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  folly  of 
commercial  warfare,  I  have  touched  in  the 
earlier  part  of  my  speech.^ — It  has  often 
been  said,  and  with  great  truth  as  it  applies 
to  this  country,  that  we  ouffht  to  be  ex- 
tremely thankful  to  Providence,  that  we 
are  unacauainted  with  the  actuail  horrors 
of  war :  uiat  this  country  has  not  been  its 
theatre,  at  least  for  a  (ong  period ;  and 
that  whilst  desolation  is  spread  over  the 
plains  of  the  continent,  we  are  in  all  the 
enjoyment  of  profound  peace.  But  al- 
though to  us  this  is  a  blessing,  I  much 
question  whether  it  is  not  the  reverse  of  a 
blessing  to  all  the  rest  of  mankind ;  for 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  giving 
laj^e  sums  of  money,  the  which  in  trum 
does  not  deprive  the  majority  of  those  who 
give  them,  of  any  even  of  the  comforts  of 
life,  much  less  of  it^  necessaries,  and  being 
subject  to  those  calamities  which  are  in- 
evitable where  the  contest  is  actually  car- 
ried om  If  the  horrors  of  war  were  but 
once  tasted  amongst  us,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  indisposition  to  peace  would  be  so 
strong  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  and  as  I  per- 
haps fear  it  may  even  now  be.^ — If  we  con- 
tinue the  contest,  it  may  come  nearer 
home. — ^Ireland  may  be  the  dieatre  of 
war,  nay  it  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  pos- 
sibility,. Iliat  the  theatre  of  war  may  be 
transferred  to  England  herself.  God  avert 
it !  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  ever  gave 
way  to  the  expression  of  sentiments  which 
those  who  uttered  them  I  am  sure  never 
seriously  entertained :  I  never  said,  '*  a 
speedy  meeting  to  Buonaparte  upon  our 
own  shores  !''  God  grant  that  he  may 
laever  attain  these  shores !  but  if  the  war 
is  to  be  interminable,  that  is  one  of  the 
scenes  which  must  eventually  be  acted. — 
Sir,  I  will  here  notice  one  of  the  grounds 
of  alarm  which  I  have  heard  expressed  on 
the  subject  of  peace,  arising  out  of  the 
extension  of  the  French  empire,  which  \ve 
witnessed  during  the  short  mterval  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens.  I  would  ask  gentlemen 
to  review  the  comparative  progress  of  the 
ponrer  of  France  during  war^  and  during 


peace;  we  shall  find  that  war  has  not 
stopped  but  materially  accelerated  that 
progress ;  there  are  no  means  in  war  to 
prevent  its  further  progression.  The  French 
power  is  more  progressive  daring  war  than 
during  peace.  But  during  peace  the  power 
of  England  and  her  allies  would  be  upon 
the  recovery.  But  what  effect  may  the 
continuance  of  the  war  produce  upon  our 
external  possessions?  Do  not  ministers 
know  that  a  most  formidable  attack  upon 
our  Indian  empire  is  in  the  contemplation 
of  France  ?  Do  they  not  know  that  the 
means  for  that  attack  are  in  preparation  ? 
That  so  soon  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit  as 
the  12th  of  Aug.  1807,  general  Gardane 
was  at  Constantinople,  on  his  way  to  Per- 
sia, for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  the 
march  of  an  army  to  India  f  that  since 
that  period,  men  of  science  and  military 
knowledge  have  been  froih  time  to  time 
passing  from  France  into  Persia,  with  a 
view  to  the  same  object  >  and  do  they  not 
also  know  that  the  thing  itself  is  of  Dduch 
more  easy  performance,  ths^n  many  'of 
those  achievements  which  the  eikiperor  of 
the  French  has  accomplished  ?  and  can 
they  point  out  any  means  by  which,  if  the 
attack  should  be  made,  it  can  be  repelled  ? 
Does  not  the  continuance  of  the  war  then 
put  to  hazard  the  existence  of  our  Indian 
empire  ?  does  it  not  put  to  hazard  the  ex- 
istence of  every  English  suliject  in  India  ? 
llere  then  is  another  reason,  why,  while 
there  is  yet  time,  we  should  attempt  to  ne- 
gociate  for  peace.  What  is>  the  state  of 
Lreland  ?  the  bare  mention  of  Ireland  brings 
h^r  situation  home  in  a  most  terrific  man- 
ner to  the  bosom  of  eveiy  man ;  and  does 
not  the  state  of  Ireland  afford  a  reason 
why  you  should  attempt,  while  there  is 
yet  time,  to  negociate  for  peace  ?  What 
is  your  situation  with  regard  to  America, 
are  you  not,  by  mismanagement  or  other- 
wise, upon  the  eve  of  a  rupture  with  that 
country  ?  would  not  the  addition  of  Ame- 
rica to  the  number  of  our  enemies  be  of 
the  greatest  possible  consequence  to  us  > 
and  is  not  our  critical  situation  with  regard 
to  her,  another  reason  why  you  should 
make  an  attempt  to  open  a  negociation  ? 
even  for  the  sake  of 'your  ally,  Sweden, 
should  you  not  attempt  to  negociate  ?  for 
a  perseverance  in  the  contest  must  be  to 
her  ruin,  in  spite  of  all  the  assistance  she 
may  receive  from  England. — ^To  all  this  it 
may  perhaps  be  shortly  answered  by  the 
king's  ministers,  we  are  desirous  of  open- 
ing a  negociation  with  France,  whenever 
a  fair  opportunity  ean  be  found,  upon  a 
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footing  of  equality^  and  in  a  manner  ho- 
noarable  to  the  country.  Sir,  the  minis- 
ters are  constantly  talking  about  their  dis- 
position to  peace>  but  let  us  look  a  little 
for  what  they  are  waiting :  first  of  all>  for 
an  impartial  mediator.  Why,  Sir,  whether 
partial  or  impartial,  there  is  no  mediator 
now  left  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. — ^Next, 
till  France  shall  send  a  proper  basis,  and 
propose  an  Unobjectionable  spot  for  the 
purpose  of  treating : 

liusticus  ezpectat  dum  deflaat  amnis. 
What  remains  to  be  done }  nothing,  but 
that  this  country  should  make  an  over- 
ture to  France,  as  direct  as  the  French 
emperor  has  ever  made  to  you.  Is  there 
any  humiliation  in  this  proposition  ?  if 
there  be,  the  French  emperor  has  twice 
sufficiently  humbled  himself  before  you; 
for  twice  he  has  made  direct  overtures 
of  negociation.  Can  there  be  any  ex- 
pectation that  he  will  repeat  them? 
Recollect  the  abrupt  and  repulsive  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  received  in  1800, 
when  he  made  his  first  overture  to  the 
king,  on  his  being  invested  with  the  chief 
consulate  of  France  !  recollect  the  deceit- 
ful (I  had  almost  said  the  treacherous) 
mode  in  which  he  was  received  the  second 
time,  when  on  assuming  the  imperial  dig- 
nity, he  again  made  a  direct  overture  for 
peace.  You  told  him  at  that  time,  that 
before  you  could  give  him  any  answer  you 
must  consult  your  allies.  .  You  did  consult 
your  allies  ;  but  not  for  the  •■  purpose  of 
obtaining  from  them  their  consent  to  enter 
into  negociation,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
exciting  them  to  a  coalition,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  overwhelm  and  to  destroy 
him.  Is  there  any  hope  then  (even  if  you 
were  so  to  reverse  the  character  you  draw 
of  him,  as  to  represent  him  one  of  the  most 
moderate  and  equitable  of  mankind),  is 
there  any  hope  that  he  will. again  attempt 
to  approach  this  country  by  direct  over- 
tures ?  AJter  the  m^ner  in  which  I  have 
shewn  that  you  have  treated  the  two  offers 
of  mediation  of  Austria  and  Russia,  is 
there  any  hope  that  he  will  again  hazard 
any  indirect  attempt  ?  Is  it  reasonable  to 
expect  it  ?  and  even  if  he  were  inclined  to 
do  it,  what  ministers  have  you  at  your 
court,  or  what  ministers  has  he  at  his, 
through  the  means  of  whom  he  could  make 
any  such  attempt  ?  I  repeat  the  question 
then,  what  is  there  left  but  a  direct  offer  of 
negociation  on  the  part  of  England  ? — Sir, 
I  have  the  authority  of  the  present  secre- 
tary bf  state,  that  in  a  direct  proposition 
from  this  country,  there  can  be  nothing 


degrading.  In  the  speech  I  have  already 
quoted,  he  distinctly  says,  "  that  at  any 
time  when  negociation  is  desirable,  he 
cannot  conceive  that  any  delicacy,  as  to 
which  party  should  make  the  proposal, 
ought  to  stand  in  the  way.''  I  agree 
with  this  theory,  and  I  recommend  to  nim 
the  practice  of  it.  In  confirmation  of  its 
propriety,  I  refer  him  to  a  person  in  whose 
diplomatic  shool  he  was  bred,  of  whom  he 
has  always  professed  a  great  admiration, 
and  for  whom  I  entehain  the  highest  res- 
pect ;  I  mean  lord  Grenville.  During  the 
period  in  which  he  held  the  office  now  oc* 
cupied  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  three  pro- 
positions were  made  from  this  country  to 
France :  all  of  them  direct,  and  all  of  that 
manly  character  which  belonss  to  the 
noble  lord.  First,  when  he  ordered  Mr. 
Wickham  to  address  Mr.  Barthelemi,  it 
was  to  ask  directly  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, whether  they  were  inclined  to  treat 
for  peace  ?  no  mention  of  preliminary 
basis,  no  delicacy  or  feeling  of  humiliatioa 
in  being  the  first  to  court  that  which  waa 
then  deemed  desirable ;  it  was  a  direct, 
honourable,  and  manly  proposition.  It 
failed.  On  the  second  occasion,  a  ques- 
tion was  asked  through  the  Danish  minister 
at  Paris,  who  answered  the  noble  lord, 
that  the  then  French  government  would 
not  allow  of  any  indirect  communication. 
Lord  Grenville  immediately  wrote  to  the 
French  minister  of  foreign  affairs :  a  nego- 
ciation was  the  consequence,  which  ended 
unfortunately.  The  third  time,  without 
any  attempt  at  indirect  means,  lord  Gren- 
ville wrote  a  letter,  most  judiciously  ex- 
pressed, to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
at  Paris  in  the  first  instance.  It  is  uot  ne- 
cessary now  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
the  merits  of  those  negociations :  they 
were  discussed  at  the  time,  and  my  opin- 
ions upon  them  are  the  same  as  they  were 
then  :  but  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
lord  Grenville,  in  the  difierent  overtures, 
no  doubt  was  entertained  then,  nor  can  it 
now,  that  it  was  wise,  politic,  honourable, 
and  consistent  with  his  own  dignity,,  as 
well  as  with  that  of  the  country  ;  it  was 
such  a  line  of  conduct  as  ought  to  be  pur^* 
sued  at  this  moment. — ^The  question  then 
occurs,  what  difficulties  would  arise  in 
such  a  negociation  ?  the  course  of  events 
has  very  much  smoothed  them.  The  war 
you  say  is  purely  defensive  ;  tlie  question 
of  peace  then  is  purely  a  question  of 
terms.  But  would  France  accede  to  our  offer 
of  negociation  ?  I  have  no  doubt  she  would, 
and  eagerly  too.   .It  is  quite  unnecessary 
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for.my  present  purpose*  to  enter  into  any 

*  argument  upon  the  question  of  terms: 
that  is  a  different  consideration,  and  for  the 
present  is  wholly  out  of  riiy  contemplation. 
All  I  want  to  ascertain  is,  whether  peace  be 
possible  or  not,  by  i^ich  I  always  under- 
stand an  honourable  peace ;  and  if  I  can 
ascertain  that  fact  even  in  the  negative,  I 
shali  have  produced  great  advantage  to 
the  country.  A  conviction  of  the  want  of 
moderation  in  the  French  emperor,  and  of 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining  peace,  would 
unite  all  hearts,  and  all  hands,  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  Every  privation  would 
be  submitted  to :  the  honour  of  the  country 
and  its  salvation  would  be  paramount  to 
every  feeling  of  imlividual  distress.  I 
should  no  longer  be  apprehensive  of  the 
power  of  France.  She  would  have  ere* 
ated  against  herself  an  invincible  barrier ; 
and  we,  secure  in  the  justice  of  our  own 
cause^  should  be  invincible  against  all  her 
^orts.  Is  it  from  any  enthusiastic  feeling 
that  I  am  making  this  assertion  ?  is  it  the 
result  of  a  sanguine  mJnd,  or  introduced 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  my 
own  argument  ?  no.  Sir,  I  rely  upon 
historical  example.     What  produced  the 

'  salvation  of  Holland  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  but  the  injustice,  the  cruelty, 
and    the .  inordinate    ambition   of   Louis 

.  the  XlVth  ?  Let  us  look  at  that  period 
of  hiUoiy,  and  we  shall  find  that  the 
liberties  of  mankind  were  thought,  by 

.  those  who  then  lived,  to  be  in-  danger 
as  iiAminent  as  we  deem  them  to  be  in  at 
present.  At  the  head  of  a  vast  military 
force,  commanded  by  the  greatest  gene- 
rals, and  guided  by  the  counsels  of  the 
wisest  statesmen  of  the  age ,  actuated  by 
an  ambition  as  immoderate,  and  cursed 
with  a  heart  as  unfeeling  as  ever  was  at- 
tributed to  any  conqueror  upon  the  fece  of 
the  earth,  Louis  the  XIV th,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  prostitute  administration  of 
Charles  II.  attacked  the  liberties  of  Hol- 
land. There  appeared  to  be  no  salvation 
for  the  country.  He  had  but  to  approach, 
and  to  overrun  it  with  his  armies.  Such 
was  the  state  of  despondency  and  dejec- 
tion into* which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low 
Countries  were  sunk ;  such  were  the  dis- 
tresses which  the  people  fek,  that  a  depu- 
tation was  sent  to  thfe  French  king  to  re- 
quest that  he  wmild  name  the  terms  upoii 
which'  he  would  grant  them  peace  ;  and 
^y  were  ready  Xo  accept  terms  of  greater 
humiliation  than  had  ever  before  been  im- 
posed upon  any  independent  power.  But 
the  arrogance  of  Louis  the  XlVth  kne^  no 


bounds  ;  he  exacted  from  them  more  thmi 
human  nature  could  endure.  From  that 
moment  there  was  a  revulsion  in. the  mind 
of  the  Dutch  nation.  Having  done  their 
utmost  to  procure  safety,  by  submission, 
and  finding  that  it  was  not  to  be  obtained, 
their  hearts  were  steeled  against  their  op- 
pressor; they  rallied  under  that  mighty, 
genius,  the  prince  of  Orange,  our  great 
deliverer  William  the  Illd,  who  conducted 
them  to  victory  and  to  glory.  The  injus- 
tice of  Louis  the  XlVth  formed  the  pe- 
destal, from  which  arose  the  exalted  lame 
of  that  illttstriouB  monarch,  which  hajs 
spread  over  every  region  of  the  earth. 
From  the  moment  that  the  deputies  of 
Holland  returned  from  the  presence  of  the 
French  monarch,  his  projects  wchre  all 
baffled,  and  his  army  was  ultimately  com- 
pelled to  retire  in  di^race.  If  then  the 
French  emperor  should  eventually  conduct 
himself  in  the  manner  which  so  many  per- 
sons are  willing  to  attribute  to  him,  but  as 
I  think  falsely,  I  am  warranted  in  antici- 
pating such  consequences  as  followed  from 
the  same  conduct  on  the  part  of  Lewis  the 
XlVth. — Ii  is  evidently  -necessary,  how- 
ever* that  we  should  conduct  ourselves 
towards  the  chief  of  the  French  govern- 
ment with  the  same  policy,  that  wc  would 
use  towards  any  other  person  with  whom 
we  were  about  to  negociate,  or  wJth  whom 
we  were  negociatin^,  either  in  a  private  or 
public  station  of  lite;  It  is  not  consistent 
with  the  policy  6r  the  dignity  of  a  great 
nation,  to  approach  another  power,  with  a 
manifestation  of  feelings  of  disgust,  of  sus-» 
picion,  or  personal  antipathy.  Such,  never- 
theless, have  beeiithe  manner  and  feelings 
with  which  the  emperor  of  France  has  al- 
ways been  approached  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land. There  has  been  no  period  in  which  the 
conduct  of  England  towards  him  has  been 
wise  or  conciliatory.  There  has  been  no 
person  employed,  on  the  part  of  England, 
who,  in  my  opinion,  has  understood  the 
character  of  the  man.  •  At  ho  time  has  he 
been  treated  with  the  consideration  due  to 
the  situation  which  he  occupies,  and  to  the 
achievements  which  he  has  performed.  I 
think  that  lord  Whitworth,  in  the  conver- 
sations which  he  held  with  him,  previous 
to  the  rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens> 
grossly  misunderstood  his  charicter  and 
intentions.  I  think  that  at  the  period  of 
the  negociation  of  ld06,.his  character  was 
agsUn  greatly  misuitderstood.  Sir,  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  misrepresented,  as  if  I  wished 
that  the  mini  iters  of  England,  should  con- 
duct themselves  with  adulation  ot  servi* 
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li^  towards  the  French  emperor.  I  mean 
not,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to  mean»  any 
suchthing;^ — ^But  in  negociation  with^fo- 
reign  powers,  as  well  as  in  the  conduct 
and  business  of  private  life,  if  we  cannot 
talk  with  confidence,  we  had  better  not  talk 
at  all ;  a  communication  upon  any  busi- 
ness would  be  very  injudiciously  carried 
on  by  a  pai:!ty9  who  i<i  the  outset  should 
tell  the  person  with  whom  he  is  commu- 
nicating, that  he  has  the  worst  opinion  of 
him  in  the  world.  Such,  however,  is  really 
the  way  in  which  this  government  has  al- 
ways conducted  itself  towards  the  present 
ruler  of  France ;  and  setting  out  with  a 
determination  not  to  believe  any  thing 
that  is  told  us,  we  are  surprised  that  our 
communications  have  not  come  to  a  happy 
issue.*^— Sir,  I  cannot  help  observing  upon, 
the  sort  of  personal  hatred  and  antipathy 
towards  the  French  emperor,  which  ap- 
pears to  prevail  in  the  minds  of  a  large 
part  of  the  community,  as  if  each  man  had 
a  personal  quarrel  with  him.  The  origin 
of  this  feeling  is  to  be  traced  to  the  various 
endeavours  which  have  been  made  to  ex- 
cite the  public  hatred  from  the  moment 
he  attained  the  consular  power.  It  argues 
a  great  degeneracy  of  national  character, 
apd  it  has  given  rise  to  many  very  disgraceful 
publications.  A  national  antipathy,  fovmd- 
ed  upon  the  crimes  perpetrated  by. the 
chief  of  a  government,  whether  crimes  of 
state,  or  of  a  more  private  nature^  can  be 
no  ground  for  a  continuation  of  war  be? 
tween  two  countries.  The  murder  of  Don 
Carlbs  by  Philip  the  second,  was  never 
urged  as  a  cause  of  war  against  Spain. 
The  execution  of  the  Czarowitz  Alexis 
by  Peter  the  Great,  was  never  considered 
as  a  just  cause  of  hostility  against  Russia. 
The  punishment  of  the  crimes  of  princes, 
is  in  the  hand  of  the  Ruler  of  princes;  and 
it  i»  not  lor  us,  to  make  them  the  cause  of 
punishment  to  theif  guiltless  people  and 
our  own.  Providence,  in  its  inscrutable 
wisdom^  works  by  means,  and  often  deigns 
to  produce  the  greatest  good  by  the  most 
ignoble  and  vicious  instruments.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  any  person  will  question  the 
advantage  derived  to  this  country  frpm^the 
iatiiodnGtion  of  the  reformation.  Yet  by 
the  brttt$il  lusts  of  Henry  the  Vlllth,  was 
that  Information  introduced  among  us. 
The  advantage  accruing  to  the  cause  of 
tsue  religion,  morality,  and  virtue^  is  the 
same,  whether  he  who  effected  it  were  the 
moit  virtuous  or  the  mos^iricious  of  man- 
kiiid.-^ir,it  h^s  been  much  the  practice 
ilk  this  bouse,  to  subtttlole  recrimination 
Vol.  X. 
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for  defence.  Could  the  present  ruler  of 
France  obtain  a  Viordict  of  acquittal  from 
any  charge  preferred  against  'him,  pro* 
vided  he  could  shew  that  his  accusers  had 
been  guilty  of  a  parallel  crime,  he  would 
have  no  great  difficulty  in  standing  cl^ap 
with  the  world.  If,  for  instance,  he  were 
charged  with  violent  and  unjust  aggiression 
by  Austria,  Prussia  and  Russia,  he  might 
answer  in  one  word — ^Poland.  At  all  ti mes 
the  answer  he  could  have  given  to  Eng- 
land might  have  been — India  ;  and  now, 
unhappily,  he  might  add  the  decisive 
name  of  Denmark.  I  tear  there  is  nothing  - 
arising  out  of  the  particular  purity  of  this 
country,  which  can  justify  us  in  saying, 
that  we  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
government  of  France.  If  France  be  load- 
ed with  political  crime,  so  are  the  nations 
she  has  conquered,  and  so  are  we.  Let  us 
view  the  trespasses  of  France,  with  the 
same  indulgence  we  think  due  to  those  of 
other  countries,  OT  to  our  own.  Or  at  the 
least  let  us  not  set  up  aji  hypocritical  rea- 
son for  refusing  to  negociate  with  her. 
Again,  if  we  are  in  the  high  situation, 
at  times  described  in  colours  so  glowing, 
by  orators  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house,  let  us  follow  the  example  of  Buo- 
naparte, and  seize  the  propitious  moment 
of  national  elevation.  In  the  zenith  of 
our  strength,  let  us  make  one  frank  and 
generous  overture  for  pacification. — Sir,  it 
will  be  objected  that  such  is  the  inordinate 
ambition  of  Buonaparte,  there  can  be  no 
hope  that  he  will  be  seriously  inclined  Ur 
peace.  That  his  ambition  is  great,  nobody 
can  doubt  \  but  it  is  an  ambition  mucli 
under  the  guidance  of  prudence :  he  never 
fails  to  take  .every  precaution  for  his  se- 
curity. He  never  proceeds  without  know- 
ing; in  case  of  reverse,  how  he  is  to  retire; 
and  his  ambition  has  never  yet,  as  far  as  I 
have,  been  able  to  observe,  tempted  him  to 
go  much  beyond  the  true  line  of  his  in- 
terest. In  talking  of  inordinate  or  insa- 
tiable ambition,  we  mean  that  passion 
when  carried  to  such  an  extent  as  to  pre- 
dominate over  prudence  and  discretion. 
Such  was  the  ambition  of  Charles  the  XII. 
which  was  truly  insatiable,  and  disdaining 
even  the  slightest  controul,  hurridl  him  to 
his  ruin  :  but  the  ambition  of  Buonaparte 
has  always  been  subservient  to  his  policy^ 
Previott*  to  the  treaty  of  Campio  Formio, 
the  Austrian  capital  was  in  his  power :  he 
stopped  because  it  was  his  interest  to  do  so. 
After  the  battle  of  Austeflitz,  when  in 
possession  of  the  capital  of  the^Austrian 
empire,  did  he  make  a  peace  with  Austria 
31 
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diiTerent  from  that  which  the  coolest  poli- 
tician  woul4  have  prescribed  ^  Did  he  dis- 
play the  features  of  a  savage  ferocity,  or 
aid  he  gratify  by  acts  of  barbarity  that 
dispositionto  vengeance, Vhich  is  attriba- 
ted  to  him?  Did  he  not  rather  conduct 
hims^lt  towards  the  Austrian  monarchy, 
its  sovereign  and  his  people,  in  a  manner, 
which,  if  it  had  been  adopted  by  any 
other  than  Buonaparte,  might  have  been 
extolled  as  of  exemplary  moderation }  the 
same  may  be  remarked  of  bis  conduct  sub- 
sequent to  the  vtctorie»of  Jena  and  of 
Friedluid. — If  then,  upon  a  review  of  the 
whole  of  his  conduct,  I  perceive  that  his 
policy  has  controuled  his  ambition,  and  has 
allayed  if  not  extinguished  his  thirst  for  re- 
venge: and  I  at'tbe  same  time  perceive  that 
It  would  be  conducive  to  his  interest,  even 
•  now  to  make  peace  with  England;  my 
hope  of  accomplishing  such  a  peace  is  not 
without  foundation,  and  my  desire  that 
ministers  would  attempt  to  open'^a  nego- 
ciation,  is  not  ill-timea  or  improper.  Sir, 
I  am  no  apologist  of  any  crimes  which 
he  may  have  committed ; ,  but  I  am  aware 
that  1  may  be  represented,  by  my  oppo- 
nents, as  the  apologist  of  the  French 
-  emperor ;  I  know  that  I  am  not  so.  I 
'am  endeavounng  to  do  some  degree  of 
justice  to  the  character  of  that  extraordi- 
nary man,  in  order  that  ministers  may  do 
justice  to  the  country — &r,  I  will  again 
shortly  recur  to  the  period  of  Louis  the 
XIV th.  The  power  of  France  was  then 
almost  physically  as  great  as  It  is  now. 
When  a  prince  of  the  blood  of  France, 
was  placed  upon  the  throne  of  Spain,  and 
'the  Pyrenean  mountains  were  no  more, 
Wm.'the  Hid.  no  longer  filled  the  throne 
of  England :  the  French  armies .  were  still 
commanded  by  generals  of  the  highe^  re- 
putation. There  was  every  prospect  that 
'  the  whole  of  Europe  would  be  overwhelm- 
ed by  France  !  there  was  no  obstacle  in 
th^  mind  of  the  French  monarch,  arising 
out  of  humanity,  good  faith,  the  ties  of  ho- 
nour, or  the  calls  of  justice.  He  had  ex- 
emplified his  contempt  oi  treaties,  by  suf- 
fering Philip  to  seize  the  Spanish  crown : 
by  his  .cavage  of  the  Palatinate>  he  had 
shewn  lishivtallous  he  was  to  the  miseries 
of  mankind.  There  remained  nottKiig  but 
strength  to  oppose  to  strength ;.  and  there 
did  providentiSilly  arise  at- that  period  that 
greatest  and  noblest  bulwark  of  nations, 
men  of  transcendent  talents,  who  eventually 
reversed  the  fortune  of  war.  The  potent 
tates  confederated  against  France,  under 
the  auspices- of  the  duke  of  Marlborough 


and  prince  Eugene,  reduced  the  power  of 
her  arms,  and  brought  her  to  the  lowest 
state  of  humiliation.  Let  us  not,  however, 
forget  that  the  cruel  bigotry  of  Louis  the 
XlV th.  materially  embarrassed  his  military 
exertions,  and  blending  domestic  contien- 
tions  with  foreign  war,  heightened  his 
own  distress,  and  powerfully  contributed, 
among^  other  causes,  to  effect  the  salvation 
of  Europe. — ^But  is  it  the  *power  of  France 
that  we  now  contemplate  f  Sir,  I  maintain 
that  it  is  not  the  power  of  France,  but  the 
power  of  theFrench  emperor.  The  mighty 
mass  of  dominion  which  you  in  your  at- 
tempts to  destroy  him,  have  placed  within 
his  grasp,  he  alone  can  wield :  none  but 
Ulysses  can  bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses. 
But  as  in  the  course  of  nature,  his  life  must 
at  length  terminate,  God  forbid  it  should 
be  cut  short  by  any  improper  means !  the 
power  of  France  would  then  no  longer  be 
what  it  is  now.  Nay,  even  suspend  for  a 
time  the  operations  of  war,  and  the  power 
of  the  French  emperor  would  be  no  longer 
what  It  is  now.  By  your  resistance  you 
created,  and  by  continuing  to  resist,  you 
consolidate  that  power,  it  is  the  contest 
of  the  wind  and  the  sun ;  by  urging  ^e 
tempest  of  war  agamst  him,  you  bind 
faster  all  those  ties,  which  hare  pUcedthe 
different  powers  of  the  earth  under  his 
cohtroul ;  the  genial  influence  of  peace 
would  tend  gradually  to  disunite  andtodis- 
solye  them.  Look  at  the  map  of  Europe 
and  see  whether  the  arrangements  that  he 
has  made,  and  those  which  he  is  about  to 
make,  are  not  such  as  must  create  in  them- 
selves a  division  of  interests,  among8t*the 
persons  who  obtain  those  possessions, 
firom  whatever  family  sprung,  or  however 
united  by  blood  or  otherwise.  In  process 
of  time  new  combinations  must  arise: 
and,  there  are  upon  the  continent  the  ele- 
ments of  great  powers,  which  may  at  a 
proper  .time  be  called' into  action.**  There 
will  be  the  means  of  resisting  the  power  of 
France  hereafter,  provided  France  Aould 
shew  herself  incapable  of  maintaining  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity.  Give  them 
but  time  to  breathe,,  and  they  may  be  be- 
neficiallv  ^d  eiffectuaUy  used.  The  exis- 
tence or  one  great  man,  At  any  period  of 
the  world,  changes  the  whole  face  of  hu' 
man  affairs.  ureat  men  have  indeed 
existed  in  our  day,  but  their  warnings 
have  been  disregarded.  If  the  advice  ei 
the  gallant  aikl  patriotic  Archduke  Charl^ 
had  been  taken,  the  last  coalition  would 
never,  have  been  formed,  and  Austria 
would  have  remainted  tbat  great  poweri 
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which  she  was  snbflcquent  to  the  peace  of 
lAineyille.     If  the  admonitions  of  Mr.  Fox 
had  been  attended  to»  the  bloody  tragedy 
of  the  French  revolution  would  never  have 
been  acted  ;  Buonaparte  would  never  have 
beenemperor  of  the  French, "  he  would  not 
have  had  kingdoms  prostrate  at  his  feet,  and 
the  population  of  nations  \^  nder  his  banners." 
Having  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Fox,  I 
willingly  acknowledge  myself  his  true  and 
genuine  disciple.    I  am  only  fe^ly  urg- 
ing the  sentiments  which  he  would  have 
forcibly  uttered,  had  he  not  been  unhap- 
pily taken  from  us.    I  trust  that  I  am 
treading  in  his  footsteps ;  would  to  Ood 
that  his  countenance  were  now  upon  me  ! 
would  to  God,  this  humble  efibrt  over,  I 
could  feel  myself  as  I  have  often  done,  se- 
cure under  the  impenetrable  egis  of  his 
eloquence !  How  bitter  is  the.  reflection  1 
Had  this  country  but  hearkened  to  his 
prophetic  voice,  all  the  horrors   which 
have  passed  during  the  last  fifteen  years, 
would  have  been  averted ;  prqphetic  1  may 
truly  call  it,  for  there  is  not  one  of  his  pre^ 
dictions  which  has  not  been  exactly  veri- 
fied.   The  period  of  delusion  is  now  at  an 
end.     We  can  no  longer  entertain* any 
expectation   of  intestine    convulsion   in 
France ;  we  can  no  longer  flatter  ourselves 
with  the  hope,  that  the  moment  BuoAa« 
parte  quits  Paris,  some  terrible  commotion 
will  take  place.    We  have  seen  the  capi- 
tal, nay  all  France  emptied  of  soldiers,  and 
the  whole  country  tranquil.    We  can  no 
longer  hope  for  a  general  revolt  produced 
by  the  snpposed  misery  of  the  people, 
groaning  under  the  oppression  of  his  ty- 
ranny.   Sir,  I  believe  that  an  impartial 
observer,  in  travelling  through  France, 
(at  least  from  all  the  information  I  have 
received,  it  is  so),  would  find  that  the  si-^ 
tuation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
.is  improved  rather  than  deteriorated^  since 
it  fell  under  his  dominion.    We  can  no 
longer  hope,  that  the  soldiery,  discontent- 
ed with  the  distant  expeditifms  to  which 
he-has  l$d  them,  will  be  excited  to  a  spirit 
of  mutiny  against  him.    We  can  no  longer 
hope  that  the  countries  which  he    has 
conquered  will  rise  in  one  general  mass, 
and  vindicate  their  own  cause  by  the  mas- 
sacre of  his  troops.    Theexperiment^in 
all  these  cases,  has  been  made,  and  the 
.  predictions  of  those-absurdand  foolish  pro 


I  am  the  advocate  of  England.  I  want  to  . 
shewvto  England,  that  it  is  expedient  on 
every  account. to  makepeace,  and  possible 
to  maintain  it ;  and,  that  those  who  would 
still  induce  them  to  believe,  that  there  is 
any  prospect  of  obtaining  better  terms 
than  we  can  now  have,  at  any  future  period, 
grounded  upon  any  of  the  common -place 
topics,  which  have  been  dwelt  upon  during 
SQ  maity  years^have  no  foundation  fur  their 
assertions. — ^We  are  told  that  if  peace  were 
made  with  France,  she  would  immediately 
turn  the  whole  or  chief  of  her  attention  to 
the  restoration  of  her  navy.  Undoubtedly 
she  would  do  so,  and  France  has  always 
done  ,so,  during  any  peace  that  has  taken 
place  between  the  two  nations :  and  she  has 
always  so  far  succeeded,  as  very  much  to 
improve  the  number  and  condition  of  her 
ships.  The  consequence  has  only  been  upon 
the  renewal  of  war,  to  give  fresh  triumphs 
to  G.  Britain,  and  such  I  am  confident 
would  again  be  the  case.  But  there  is 
this  difierence :  the  French  emperor  is  at 
'  this  moment,  ^d  has  been  for  a  consider- 
able time,  as  fully  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  ships,as  he  could  be  in  time  of 
the  profoundest  peace ;  but  what  he  wants, 
and  what  J^rance  will  always  want,  is  sai- 
lors. From  the  relative  situatidn  of  the 
two  countrieis,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  as  long  as  the  commercial  greatness 
of  this  country  exists,  the  French  navy 
can  ever  become,  by  many  degrees  of 
comparison,  equal  to  that  of  G.  Britain. 
By  the  coijitinuation  of  the  •  war,  you 
risque  the  eyontual  loss,  or  at  least  the 
serious  diminution  of  your  commerce, 
the  foundation  of  your  naval  greatness. 
By  peace  your  commerce  will  be  restor- 
ed, enlarged;  and  your  naval  greatness 
will  be  proportionably  augmented.  It 
is  therefore  in  my  opinion  a  most,  chi- 
merical apprehension,  that  during  any 
interval  of  peace,  such  a  navy  could 
be  created  by  France,  as  would  be  at  all 
formidable  to  the  marine  of  G.  Britain. — 
Lastly,  it  has  been  said,  that  tlie  French 
emperor  has  sworn  the  destruction  of  this 
country,  and  will  therefore  never  allow 
you  to  be  at  peace.  I  would  ask  when, 
where^  and  how,  was  this  tremendous  oath 
taken?  not  when  he  was  created  chief 
consul  of  France,  for  at  the  moment  of  his 
elevation  he  eagerly  applied  for  peace. 


pbets  who  foretold  these  and  similar  events^  Not  when  he  was  created  emperor,  for 
have  been,  completely  falsified.  The  then  he  repeated  in  earnest  and  dignified 
union  of  the  great  powers  of  the  continent    language,  his  request  for  peace.    Not  in 


to  defeat  him  is  no  longw  practicable.    I 
repeat  thst  Ian  notthe  apologist  ofFk-ance, 


the  course  of  the  last  summer,  when  victo- 
rious over  Russia,  when  he  again  attempt* 
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ed  to  open  a  negociation  for  peace.  Not 
even  in  th«  beginning  of  the  present 
year;  when  he  perhaps  for  the  last  time, 
made  advances  for  the  same  salutary  pur- 
pose. The  recognition  of  the  consulfir 
po«ver,  was  at  the  time  of  his  first  pacific 
overture  of  the  utmost  importance  to  htm; 
the  recognition  of  the  imperial  ^dignity, 
he  would  al&o  I  think,  have,  purchased  at 
a  great  price ;  but  you  have  forced  him 
to  appear  personally  in  every  part  of 
£urope,  and  that  title  which  he  vainly  at« 
tempted  to  obtain  from  your  friendship, 
or  at  least  from  your  discretion,  he  has 
asserted  and  established  at  the  point  of 
his  sword.  Still,  however,  it  would  be 
highly  conducive  to  his  interest,  to  have 
that  power  acknowledged  by  this  coun« 
try.  In  point  of  military  reputation,  he 
has  nothing  to  wish  for,  he  stands  pre-emi- 
nent in  the  history  of  past  or  present  times; 
the  primary  object  of  his  ambition  must 
now  be  the  firm  and  durable  establishment 
of  his  authority  over  France,  and  the  other 
nations  wliich  are  under  his  dominion. 
That  he  cannot  accomplish  except  be  be 
at, peace  with  England.  If  peace  then 
bonis  interest,  and  it  be  likewise  ours, 
why  should  any  foolish  punctilio,  why 
should  any  petulance  of  temper,  -stand  in 
the  way  of  so  desirable  an  object?  I  think 
I  have  shewn  that  to, offer  peace,  would  be 
neither  humiliating  nor  aiscreditable.  1 
have  shewn  it,  from  reasoning  upon  the  na- 
ture of  the  ofJer  itself,  and  from  the  exam- 
ples which  I  have  produced,  both  at  home, 
and  abroad.  I  have  shewn  by  review- 
inff  the  situation  of' our  own  country,  the 
dimculties  and  dangers  attending  a  conu- 
nUation  of  the  war ;  and  they  are  such  as 
it  would  be  the  most  unpardonable  pre- 
sumption to  eiicountejr  without  an  adequate 
necessity.  If  I  should  be  successful  in 
persuadmg  the  house- to  adopt  the  three 
resolutions,  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  propose,  arid  that  an  offer  to  ne^^ociate 
should  be  made  by  this  country,  I  would 
then  remind  thctse  who  make  it  of  the  rule 
laid  down  by  Mr.JFox,  which. I  have  be- 
fore quoted  in  this  house,  namely,  that  in 
conducting  a  negociatioti,  far  from  display- 
ing an  eager  and  inordinate  ambition  we 
should  be  moderate  in  the  extreme;  that 
twe  should  ^irly  and  impartially  place 
ourselves  in  the  situation  of  France,  when- 
ever engaged  in  any  great  political  trans- 
action with  her:  that  is,  that  we  should 
abide  by  a  maxim,  which  as  a  disciple  of 
the  old  morality,  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
avow  to  be  tike  c<^rner  stone  of  all  moral. 


and  political  wisdom ;  that  divine  maxim, 
which  however  the  disciples  of  the  school 
of  the  new  morality  may,  by  their  actidn»< 
contradict,  and  by  their  insinuations  de^ 
ride  it,  they  will  not  in  terms  venture /to 
disown,  that  in  all  pases  naiions  as  well  as 
men,  shodd  do  'unto  oihen^  as  they  toouid  ihiU 
oihers  shoidd  do  unto  than.  Sir,  I  propose, 
— 1.  "  lliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  hoUse, 
that  the  conditions  Atipulated  by  his  majes- 
ty's* ministeirs  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
Mediation  offered  by  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  were  inexpedient  and  impolitic* 
— 2.  That  it  is  the  'opinion  of  this  house, 
that  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
on  the  subject  of  the  Mediatimi  oHered 
by  the'emperor  of  Austria,  was  unwise  and 
impolitic,  and  not  calculated  to  ascertain- 
how  far  the  restoration  of  the  blessings 
of  peace,  might  or  might  not  have'been> 
attainable  thnnigh  the  meant  of  ^ch 
Mediation. — S.  That  there  is  nothing  in 
the  present  state  of  the  war,  which  ought 
to  preclude  liis  majesty  from  embracing 
any  fair  opportunity  of  acceding  to,  or 
commencing  a  negociation  with  the,  ene- 
my on  a  footing  of  equality  for  the  termi- 
nation'of  hostilities  on  teims  of  cpquity  and- 
honour." 

Mr.  Herkert  rose  and  seconded  the  first 
Resolution.  , 

Mr.  PonsofAy,  expressed  his  sense  of  the 
disadvantage  under  which  he  rose,  after 
the  admirable  speech  of  his  hmi.  friend. 
As  to  the  two  first  Resolutions,  he  perfectly^ 
concurred  with  him ;.  and  in  the  third  like-^ 
wise  he  agreed  as.  to  the  letter,  butdifiered 
as  to  the  spirit  and  eflfect,  and'  as  to  the 
propriety  of  passing  such  a  resolution  at 
the  present  momenit.  With  regard  to  the 
two  firsty  no  man  who  coasidered  the  con- 
duct that  had  been  displayed  by  ministers, 
as  to  the  Rqssian  and  A«»trian  mediation, 
could  doubt  that  they  manifested  a  tone,  a 
temper,  and  a  language  winch  were  wholly 
adverse  to  peace.  The  right  hon.  secretary 
had  demanded  an  impartiality  from  Rus« 
sia,  which  it  was  impossible  to  attain  or  to 
expect;  but  it  was  needless  for  him  to  ei^tef 
up6n  that  point,  afiber  what  had  been  said 
by  his  hon.  friend.  It  was  the  most  silly  and 
absurd  Tdea  that  cotild  possibly  be  enter- 
tained^ that  because  a  power  whose.dispo- 
sition  was  known  to  be  friendly- had  suffer- 
ed a  niomentary  depression,  its  mediation 
ought  not  to  have  been  accepted.  Russia 
was  our  friend  ;  Austria  wa»  also  our  sin- 
cere friends  Because  events  had  reduced 
them  to  a  low  condition,  could,  we  believe 
that  they  k>ved^  Buonaparte:  morel'  than 
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us,  or  would  prefer  his  friendship  ho  ours  ? 
It  was  amaaing,  with  the  erents  of  the  war 
before  them,  that  they  could  have  indulg- 
ed '  in  such  ungenerous  Isuspicions,  and  in 
such  irritating  language.  Holland  had 
been,  ever  since  the  year  1794,  under  the 
dominion  of  France  ;  and  yet,  as  the  dis^ 
position  of  the  maritime  part  of  that  coun- 
try was  hostile  to  the  French,  they  had 
never  been  able  to  produce  more  than  one 
effort  against  this  country.  The  engage- 
ment of  De  Winter  with  lord  Duncan  was 
the  only  one  of  any  consequence,  and  in 
that  battle  they  had  only  seven  ships.  In 
the  East  Indies  their  fleet  surrendered — ^In 
the  Helder,  too,  their  whole  fleet  surren- 
dered ;  and  the  indisposition  of  the  Dutch 
to  fight  the  battles  of  France,  rendered 
her  powerless  at  sea.  Why,  then,  should 
it  be  supposed  that  we  had  lost  the  affec- 
tions of  our  allies  ?  He  did  not  say  that 
we  otight  to  have  proceeded  to  a  treaty ; 
all  thai  he  said  was,  we  had  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  whether  France  was  dis- 
posed for  peace,  and  had  irritated  those 
nations  who  were  willing  to  befriend  us.  No 
step  had  been  taken  by  ministers  to  get  the 
country  out  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
their  ovm  conduct  had  contributed  to  in- 
volve us.  How  did  they  mean  to  continue 
the  war  ?  Did  they  mean  to  allow  Ireland  to 
renlain  as  it  was,.wi  thout  taki n^  a  si n gle  step 
to  secure,  the  attachment  of  that  country  ? 
The  inhabitants  of  this  country  could  not 
beted  away  by  any  machinations  of  France, 
and  here  we  were  secure.  But  though  he 
was  willing  to  hope  the  best  of  Ireland, 
yet  he  could  not  conscientiously  say  that 
we  were  equally  secure  there  as  here.  If 
we  conciliated  the  people  of  that  country, 
we  should  be  enabled  to  look  France  more 
boldly  in  the  face:  but,  unless  we  did 
this,  Ireland  would  be  a  source  of  weak- 
ness to  us,  and  a  source  of  confidence  to 
our  enemy.  Could  we  make  any  impres- 
sion on  France,  under  the  commercial  re gu- 
ations  of  ministers,  by  which  they  had  ef- 
ected'  the  object  which  France  had  in  view? 
If  this  was  the  way  to  contend  with  France, 
why  was  it  not  tried  before  ?  Why  was  it 
not  resorted  to  befbre  our  allies«4Bn  the 
continent  had  f&llen  >  But  the^^would 
not  produce  the  smallest  impression  on  the 
enemy.  He  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend 
that  a  negociatiou  ought  to  be  entered  up- 
on if  possible :  if  this  could  not  be  done, 
this  country  ought  to  know  it,  and  then 
th«y  would  bear  their  privations  with  com- 
parative patience.  The  poorest  man  in 
rdie  country  ought  to  know  its  situatioD. 


He  ought  to  understand  whether  peace 
could  be  attained  or  not.  If  it  could  noty 
then  the  same  effect  would  be  produced 
as  had  been  produced  in  Holland  in  the 
time  of  king  Wi  lliam.  Entertaining  these 
sentiments,  it  became  him  to  state  the  rea- 
sons why  he  differed  ^m  his  hon.  fHend* 
on  this  occasion.  Th<§  third  resolution,  if 
adopted,  would  btnd  ministers  to  take  im- 
mediate steps  towards  a  negociatioh.  Now» 
although  he  agreed,  tha^  this  was  the  true^ 
policy  of  the  connti'y^W  was  not  prepared: 
to  say  that  it  was  so  7t  the  present  moment.- 
The  motion  must  produce  one  of  these  two 
results  ^— having  tried  the  inclination  of 
our  enemy,  ministers  would  come  back 
to  the  house,  and  say, '  We  have  tried  him/  - 
and  find  him  cold  aiid  averse  to  nego- 
ciation,  or  in  such  a  state  of  irritation, 
that  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  him  to  treat  on* 
any  thing  like  honourable  terms.'  This, 
of  course  they  would  iatssert,  was  the  effect' 
of  the  passing  of  this  resolution.  Or,  again^ 
if  they  did  go  into  terms,  and  a  dishonour- 
able peace  was  concluded,  this  would  be 
giving  ministers  an  opportunity  of  saying, 
'  We  could  not  get  a  proper  peace,  on  ac-.  -' 
count  of  this  Resolution ;'  and  if  it  should 
be  a  very  bad  one,  which  he  was  afraid  it 
would  be,  they  would  say,  *  The  reproachr 
does  not  lie  on  us ;  blame  yourselves. 
You  were  too  impatient.  It  is  to  you,there<. 
fore,  not  to  us  that  the  stigma  must  attach. 
You  are  the  authors  of  the  calamity.^  He* 
was  averse,  therefore,-  to  any  thing  which 
could  force  ministers  into  negociation. 
His  hon.  friend,  however,  had  said,  that 
the  petitions  for  peace  had  put  an  end  to 
the  Araericaur  war.  He  did  not  think  that 
case  applicable  to  the  present.  Every 
person  knew,  that  it  was  foolish  to  conti-^ 
nue  a  contest  which  was  no  longer^ttain* 
able,  llie  object  was  to  induce  France 
and  Spain  to  abandon  the  contest  against 
us,  conscious  that  America,  urged  on  as ' 
she  was  by  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  would 
never  yield,  and  that  no  force  we  had  to 
employ  could  compel  her.  We  hadi  theris- 
fore,  some  advantages  to  expect,  and  little 
risk  to  run,  in  attempting  to  get  out  of  that 
contest.-^Another  ccmsideration  weighed 
extremely  in  Iris  mind.  He  confessed,  he 
had  no  opinion  that  ministers  were  anxious 
for  peace;  of  which  his  conviction  they 
had  exhibited  most  satisfactory  symptoms 
in  the  two  ofifers  of  mediation,  which  they 
had  already  slighted.  Was  the  country 
insensible  of  its  state }  Did  not  the  house 
every  day  receive  petitions  for  peace,  not 
only  tiot  encouraged  by  any  political  dia» 
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nctersi  but  even  thwarted- and  disGOonte- 
nanced  by  them.  This  drcumstanoe 
riiewedi  that  these  petitioners  had  no  opi* 
nion  of  the  sincerity  of  ministers.  If  the 
house,  therefore,  were  to  adopt  the  last  Re- 
solution,  would  they  not  be  giving  counte* 
nance  to  such  petitions  ?  On  this  ground 
he  felt  a  difficuhy  in  agreeing  to  the  reso* 
lution.  Now>  although  he  did  not  believe 
that  ministers  were  desirous  of  peace,  he 
was  against  pushing  the  matter  at  this  mo- 
ment He  might  dp  them  injustice  in  the 
opinion  he  had  formed ;  of  course,  he 
could  not  say  he  was  prepared  on  this 
night  to  come  to  the  resoiutioiT  now  pro- 
posed. ^  He  might  this  day  week  be  per- 
suaded that  the  resolution  was  proper,  but 
he  was  not  in  that  situation  at  the  present 
moment, — ^There  was  another  reason  which 
operated  strongly  with  him.  The  peti- 
tioners told  the  house  of  the  pressure  under 
which  they  laboured  firom  the  markets  on 
the  continent  bein^  shut  against  them.  It 
well  became  the  house  for  the  welfarci  of 
the  country,  to  take  care  how  •they  aggra- 
vated such  a  feeling.  If  we  were,  in  con- 
sequence of  agreeing  to  the  present  pro- 
position, to  send  an  ambassador  to  France, 
might  not  Buonaparte  say, '  It  is  not  six 
weeks  since  you  sent  away  the  Austrian 
ambassador,  ^hose  mediation  you  rejected. 
You  talk,  however.  Hi  a  pressure  on  your 
manufactures;  Is  it  so  ?  ThenI  will  per- 
severe in  following  out  the  measures  I  have 
adopted,  and,  taking  advantage  of  this 
pressure,  will  force  you  to  accept  of  any 
sort  of  a  peace  I  chuse-to  grant  you.'  Was 
this  the  language  it  was  natural  for  Buo- 
naparte to  bold ;  or  was  it  rather  to  be 
expected  of  him  that  he  should  say, 
'  These  good  people  of  England  are  anx- 
ious to  beat  peace,  with  me,  and  they 
are  greatly  distressed.  I  have  been  fight- 
ing against  them  these  1 4  years  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  them,  but,  now  I  iind  their 
manufacturersare  poor  and  hardly  pressed, 
they  are  even  starving,  and  I  am  now  in- 
clined to  take  compassion  on  than^'  If  it 
were  once  to  be  laid  down,  that  on  account 
of  a  pressure  on  any  branch  or  one  part  of 
the  community,  the  whole  nation  must  give 
way,  he  could  not  look  on  England  in  any 
other,  light  than  as  a  conquered  country. 
It  was  necessary  in  such  cirbumstances  to 
submit  to  deprivations,,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced, there  was  not  a  man  in  the  country 
who,  when  he  knew  that  pe%ce  could  not 
be  procured  on  honourable  terms,  would 
not  submit  to  any  deprivaticms  wl^tever, 
nay,  who  wonld  not  lay  down  his  life 


sooner  than  submit  to  France.  In  saying 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  induce  ministers  to 
persevere  in'  the  war  if  peace  could  be  ob- 
tained. On  the  contrary,  he  was  eager  for 
peace.  He  only  wished,  that  the  question 
should  lie  over  a  little  lon^r  to  try  what 
might  turn  out.  The  parliament  had  not 
been  met  above  five  we6ks,  and  it  might 
have  to  sit  for  some  mouths.  He  did  not 
say,  that  he  might  not  in  the  course  of  a 
month  be  of  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  Iriend. 
He  agreed  with  him  at  this  moment,  as 
he  ;nu8t  dp  at  all  times,  that  peace  was 
better  than  war.  His  hon.  firiend  wa^  bolder 
than  he  could  bring  himself  to  feel  on  that- 
subject.  He  was  afraid,  that  instead  of 
promoting  peace,  the  resolution  might 
nave  the  effect  of  protracting  the  war.  If 
his  hon.  friend,  therefore,  would  not  with- 
draw his  motion,  he  should  now  move  the 
previous  question* 

Mr.  Wilbcffarce  agreed  with  the  last 
speaker,  but  to^  very  di£ferent  reasons. 
As  far  as  he  could  uhdersjtand  the  object 
of  the  third  Resolution,  it  went  merely  to ' 
say  of  ministers,  that  having  misconducted 
themselves  in  transactions  past,  they  were 
not  Entitled  to  confidence  m  future.  He 
should  not  endeavour  to  go  through  the 
numerdus  papers  that  had  been  the  subject 
of  comment ;  but  he  conceived  that  there 
might  be  very  fair  grounds  for  doubting  of 
the  propriety,  of  accepting  the  proposed 
mediations  of  Russia  and  Austria.  A  right 
hon.  gent,  had  asked,  whether  we  thought 
that  those  powers  had  transferred  their  af- 
fections to  France  ?  That  might  not  be  Uie 
case  ;  yet  they  might  be  governed  by  a 
less  generous  sentimept.  Russia  might  be 
led  to  consult  her  own  security,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  our  interests.  Austria  mi^ht  be 
in  similar  circumstances.  He  contessed, 
he  could  wish  that  our  last  answer  had 
been  difCerent ;  but,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  offer  could  not  be 
jput  upon  the  footing  of  former  offers,  and 
certainly  not  a  fair  mediation  betweea  us 
and  {'ranee.  In  general,  it  might  not  be 
necessary  to  lay  a  basis  in  such  a  oase  in 
the  first  instance ;  but  when  we  were  cal<* 
,led  upon  by  a  third  power  under  doubtful 
circunmances,  a  case  was  afforded  in 
which,  if  at  any  timer  we  were  justified  in 
entrenching  ourselves  behii^d  certain  gene- 
ral principles  and  particulsu:  ccmsideratioBS. 
He  could  see  no  reason  for  supposing  why 
his  riffht  honourable  friends  should  not 
wish  m  peace  whenever  a  fiivoufable  op- 
portunity offered. — He  was  desirous  of 
qpetaking  thvs  early,  because  4t  gave  him 
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pain  to  find  another  topic  ivholly  omitted. 
Session  after  session  the  house  had  been 
occupied  with  discussing  the  best  means 
of  calling' forth  the  internal' military  de- 
fence of  the  country.  How  could  wejtalk 
of  making  and  maintaining  peace  with 
France  without  such  measures  ?  Were  all 
those  ideas  on  which  these  discussions  pro- 
ceeded gone  by  ?  He  then  paid  some  com- 
pliments to  th^  industi^  and  attention  to 
business  of  his  noble  iriend  (lord  Castle- 
reagh).  He  hoped  his  mind  was  exercised 
oh  that  subject,  and  that  the  house  would 
shortly  hear  more  from  him  on  that  im- 
portant topic.  The  country  must  place 
its  security  on  its  means  of  detenc!e>  and 
then,  after  peace,  repose  upon  its  strength. 
He  alluded  to  the  shortness  of  the  inter- 
val between  the  peace  of  Amiens  and  the 
renewal  of  hostilities,  which  he  admitted 
to  proceed  from  faults  on  both  ,side8. 
Could  we  doubt  that  in  peace  France 
would  increase  greatly  her  marine,  when 
,  there  would  be  no  interruption  to  her  re- 
ceiying  naval  stored  ?  It  should  never  be 
forgotten  that  this  great  country  ought  not 
to  be  contented  with  not  being  conquered : 
it  must  not  be  suffered  even  to  be  en- 
dangered. We-  might  yet  have  to  con- 
tend upon  British  ground :  and  there  was 
no  way  of  procuring  a  certain  peace,  but 
by  mscintaining  a  strong  and  secure  inter- 
nal defensive  force:  He  wished  to  restore 
the  blessings  of  peace  ;  and  he  conjured 
the  house  and  the  country  to  submit  to 
measures  of  a  trying  and  difficult  nature, 
in  order  to  insure  that  blessing,  it  was  a 
subject  near  to  his  heart.  When  he  con- 
sidered the  turn  of  the  debate,  he  might 
be  led  to  suppose  that  the  great  military 
power  of  France,  instead  of  having  con- 
quered the  continent,  had  been  itself  de- 
feated. He  did  not  fear  our  safety,  if  we 
adopted  efficient  measures.  I)efensive 
war  was  comparatively  easy ;  and  a  great, 
rich,  brave,  loyal,  and  free  country,  like 
this;  never  could  be  conquered,  unless  by 
its  own  neglect.  Let  us  prepare  for  peace 
with  safety.  He  would  not  hamper  him- 
self with  declarations ;  but  he  was  a  friend 
to  peace,  and  would  earnestly  desire  it, 
whenever  it  could  be  obtained  with  safety, 
and  maintained  with  security. 

Lord  MUion  expressed  his  surprise  that 
his  hon.  colleague  should  have  resorted  to 
so  strahffe  an  argument  against  the  propo- 
sition of  the  hon.  mover  as  that  he  had 
just  alluded  to ;  as  if  it  was  the  business  of 
gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  house  to 
propose  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 


country,  or  to  shew  that  it  was  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence.  He  completely  a^greed 
with  the  hon.  mover  in  the  two  first  reso* 
lutions,  satisfied  as  he  was  that  ministers 
deserved  censure  for  their  conduct  in 
slighting  the  Russian  and  Austrian  media- 
tion. He  could  not,  howler,  ^  the 
length  of  the  third  resolution,  not  being 
satisfied  that  there  was  yet  ground  to  ad- 
dress his  majesty  to  remove  his  ministers 
as-  being  disinclined  to  peace,  which  he 
was  of  opinion  must  necessarily  accompany 
the  third  resolution  of  his  hon.  friend. 

The  Hon.  /.  W^  Ward  expressed  con- 
siderable regret  that  he  should  be  under 
the  necessity  of  difiPerin^  from  many  of 
those  valuable  friends,  with  whom  he  was 
in  the  constant  habit  of  acting  and  voting; 
yet,  feeling  so  forcil^yas  he  did,  that 
some  attempts  ought  to  be  made  to  obtain 
peace  at  this  period,  he  could  not  do  other- 
wiise  than  support  the  whole  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend.  The  first  and  second  resolu- 
tions he  must  suppprt,  because,  in  his 
opinion,  ministers  had  sl^ewn  the  most  ex- 
traordinary disregards  to  the  real  welfare 
and  interests  of  this  country,  in  so  rashly 
rejecting  the  two  opportunities  they  had 
of  entering  upon  negociation  through  the 
several  chamiels  of  Russian  and  Austrian 
mediation ;  but  the  third  resolution  was 
what  struck  his  mind  as  by  far  the  most'  * 
important,  though  disavowed  by  so  many 
of  his  hon.  friends,  because  in  that  the  feel- 
ings and  fortunes  of  almost  every  one  in 
the  kingdom,  who  possessed  either,  were 
most  intimately  and  deeply  concerned. 
He  believed  there  were  many  persons  in 
this  country  who  had,  from  the  arguments 
that  were  daily  and  hourly  advanced  re- 
specting the  ruler  of  France  and  his  views, 
imbibed  the  false  and  ridiculous  idea  that 
they  would  be  safer  in  war  than  they  could 
be  in  peace ;  but  nothing  oould  be  more 
mistaken  than  that  notion.  These  people 
seemed  to  form  their  opinions,  that  our 
safety  was  peculiarly  owing  to  the  number 
of  our  ships ;  but  this  was  not  the  case. 
France;  Spain,  and  Holland  combined, 
might  be  able  to  build  more  ships  than  we 
could ;  but  what  gave  us  the  proud  supe-^ 
riority  we  had  so  long  been  able  to  boast,  . 
was  the  invincible  spirit,  the  native  hardi«> 
ness,  and  the  excellent  training  of  our  men 
to  the  science  of  navigation  and  the  prac* 
tice  of  ginnery,  which,  aided  by  their 
native  courage  and  bravery,  rendered  them 
an  overmatch  on  the  ocean  for  any  seamen 
in  the  world.  The  French  revolution  had 
shewn  that  an  anby  might  be  leised  and 
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brought  to  a  state  of  discipline  in  one  cam- 
paign; but  a  navy  required  great  time 
and  practice  to  bring  it  to  perfectioa ;  and 
for  that  reason  he  ^ould  never  fear  the 
number  of  ships  that  any  enemy  could 
bring  against  us.  What  particularly  struck 
bis  mind  ivith  considerable  weioht  on  the 

.  present  motion,  so  far  as  it  regarded  peace, 
was  the  immense  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  situation  of  France.  That 
country  had,  1 5  years  ago,  begun  the  war 
with  a  confederacy  of  all  Europe  against 
her,  headed  by  England  ;  and  the  war  she 
was  now  prosecuting,  was  a  confederacy  of 
ail  Europe,  joined  with  her.against  England, 
who  now  stood  alone  in  the  contest  The 
cause  of  coalitiom»  which  this  country  had 
made  such  mighty  and  repeated  efforts  to 
form,  was  now  extinct ;  and  those  who 
had  jdeluded  themselves  with  dreams  of 
victory  at  Austerlite,  at  Jena,  and  at  £y lau, 
had  iiow  no  point  of  contact,  and  could 
no  more  expect  to  unite  other  powers 
against  the  French,  than  if  they  lived,  in 
another  planet  When  our  ancestors  at«* 
tempted  to  check  the  power  of  France, 
they  did  it  by  the  superior  prowess  of  their 
men,  aided  by  great  alliances ;  but  at  this 
moment  we  could  boast  but  of  one  ally 
in  all  Europe.  He  ridiculed  ^e  idea  of 
Qur  entering  on  a  commercial  opposition, 
in  which  we  had  every  thing  to  lose  and 
nothing  to  gsun.  We  depended  almost' 
solely  on  commerce.  France  was  a  coun- 
try of  such  extent  and  resources  that  she 
could  much  better  bear  the  want  of  it.  If 
it  were  merely  a  race  of  luxury  agatn^ 
luxury,  of  sugar  against  sugar, and  so  forth, 
it  might  bear  some  degree  of  comparison; 
but  France  had  been,  during  the  whole 
time  since  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
volution, obliged  to  submit  to  one  priva* 
tion  after  another,  and  had,  on  that  ac- 
count, a  decided  advantage  over  us  in  this 
work  of  what  ministers  called  retaliation. 
In  the  midst  of  this  unequal  war&re,  how- 
ever, it  was  extradrdinary  and  surprising 
to  observe  the  conduct  of  his  mcyestVs 
ministers..  When  his  hon.  friends  on  diis 
side  of  the  house  attempted  to  point  out 
the  weakness  'of  thdir  measores,.  down 
came  the  clumcellor  of  the  exchequer  to 
the  house,  and,  with  all  the  pride  and 
pomp  ^f  office,  boasted  that  he  had  found 
a  certain  remedy  for  all  our  misfortunes; 
and  that  he  would  force  Boonay^frte  to  re- 
linquish his  terrible  decre^  by  prohibiting 

die  exportation  of  Bark-t-*i  notable  expedi- 
enty  truly;  and  siicfa  an ette  asmuatastoniah 
aUi&ucefM!   Itm^giitbetlN^dxaiacteriaticI 


of  themselvei,  but  it  certainly  was  not  that 
of  the.coontry,  to  wish  to  wage  war  against 
the  sick»  the  lame,  and  the  blind,  and,  in* 
stead  of  boldly  and  manfully  attacking 
their  camps,  directing  our  whole  force  and 
artillery  against  their  defenceless  hospitals. 
He  was  really  surprised  to  see  so  much  re- 
liance placed  on  such  trifles,  and  thought 
that  they  bore  the  strongest  evidence « of 
the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  an 
honourable  peace.  What  could  we  do  to 
serve  ourselves  by  carrying  on  the  war  ? 
We  had  not,  as  he  had  before  observed,  a 
single  point  of  contact,  Buonaparte  took 
every  thing  by  land, -and  we  took  every 
thing  by  sea ;  and  so  we  might  go  on  till 
this  country,  which  was  wholly  commercial, 
shoald  be  entirely  ruined.  There  were 
many  other  topics  on  which  he  could  have 
wished  to  touch,  but  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  would  not  permit  him,  and  he  must 
therefore  confine  himself  to  such  as  were 
<  the  most  important  To  those  who  were 
really  advocates  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  he  thought /it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  address  one  plain  question.  .Was 
the  country  in  sudti  a  state  as  t6  be  able  to 
bear  it  ?  Did  not.  the  house  think  that 
the  state  of  Ireland  was  such  as  to  merit 
their  most  serious  attention  ?  Four  millions 
of  subjects,  foi;raine  a  considerably  majo- 
rity of  thepeople  otthat  part  of  the  united 
empire,  were .  anxiously  solicijbous  to  be 
alfowed  a  parti<upation  in  the  dearest  and 
best  rights  and  privile^s  of  the  coustitu- 
tution,  from  which*  prejudice  had  so  long 
excluded  them,  and  to  which  if  they  were 
not  speedily  restored,  they  must  remain 
in  a  state  of  the  greatest  discontent  He 
entreated  the  house  to.  consider  also  the 
danger  to  which  India  was  exposed.  He 
mentioned  that  particulariy,  because  it  had 
escaped  the  observation  of  others;  but  aU 
well  knew  that  Buonaparfie  had.  long  bad  an 
eye  towards  India»  and  that  he  was  at  the 
present  moment  meditating,  if  not  actually 
putting  in  practice,  the  attempt  of  reaching 
that  country  through  the  continent  of 
Europe;  an  attempt  which  the  continu- 
ance of  war  must,  focilitate,  by  giving 
France  an  opportimity  of  exasperating  and 
Istirrii^  ufk^against  us  the  native  princes  of 
India.  He  condemned  the  system  adopted, 
of  the  extension  of  our  territories  in  India, 
though  he  meant  not  to  attribute  blame 
to  any  particular  person,  but  could  not  do 
otherwise  thaa  consider  it  as  highly  Im- 
politic. .  He.  was  much  suipdsed  to  hear  it 
urged,  that  the  ruler  of  France  had  vowedl 
io.vrage  eteiataL.war  .witli  thiS' coaxU)R)r* 
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That  yery  argument  was  in  his  mind  a 
strong  reason  for  endeavouring  to  negoci- 
ate  a  peace;  because,  if  by  so  doing  we 
could  establish  the  fact,  that  be  had  really 
made  such  a  vow^  or  that  he  had  deter- 
mined not  to  make  peace  but  such  a  one 
as  would  be  dishonourable  or  disgraceful 
to  this  country,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
-good  sense  and  spirit  of  the  people  would 
exert  itself,  and  that  they  would  resolve 
to  bear,  if  not  with  cheerfulness,  at  least 
with  patience,  all  the  privations  they  might 
sufifer  in  consequence,  rather  than  the  na- 
tional honour  should  be  tarnished.  The 
present  war,  he  said,  had  been  originally 
entered  upon  to  prevent  the  fulfilling  the 
conditions  of  a  treaty-—^  matter  which  in 
itself  he  thought  highly  blameable.  It 
had  since  been  carried  on,  as  had  been 
acknowledged,  from  mere  punctilios  of 
honour  req)ecting  Russia;  and  he  must 
say,  it  was^astonishing  to  him  how  his  hon. 
friends,  or  any  of  th^n,  could  difier  in 
opinion  with  the  hon.  mover  of  the  pre- 
sent question. — ^We  had,  he  said,  long  had 
houses  of  commons  who  had  permitted 
ministers  to'  go  on  with^the  war,  he  hoped 
they  would  now  have  one  that  would  stop 
them  in  the  career  they  had  shaped  out 
for  themselves  of  eternal  war.  He  could 
not  avoid  once  mdre  adverting  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  of  which  ministers  had 
not  taken  the  smallest  notice,  in  that  -ela- 
borate manifesto  they  had  given  in  the 
shape  of  the  king's  speech.  He  could  not 
but  reflect  with  the  deepest  concern  'on 
four  millions,  the  proscribed  majority  of 
that  country,  which  it  appeared  to  be  the 
intention  ot  minisiers  to  persecute,  instead 
of  holding  forth  the  gentle  hand  of  concilia- 
tion. In  short,  he  was  very  sorry  to  say, 
that  from  every  appearance,  and  froni 
every  information  he  had  been  able  t^ 
collect  on  the  subject,'  that  country  was 
at  present  in  imminent  danger.  It  was  the 
duty  ot  ministers,  because  it  was  their 
true  policy,  to  use  every  means  in  their 
power  to  conciliate  Ireland,  which  could 
only  be  done  efiectually  by  peace  and 
toleration,and  by  rendering  Catholic  eman- 
cipation less  urgent.  Hq  was,  however, 
afraid  that,  would  never  be  tho  case  with 
•  the  present  ministry,  whose  avowed  inten- 
tions and  charter  to  their  present  offices 
had  shewn-  them  detcrminea  on  persecu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Blacf^d,  in  a  maiden  ^eeoh,  la- 
mented the  prejudice  and  perversion  of 
Opinion  and  talent  to  which  a  spirit^  of 
partv  fliid  faction  seemed  capable  of  d«U- 
.    Vol.  X. 


vering  over  some  descriptions  of  men. 
There  were  those  who  turned  with  indif- 
ference 6r  scorn  ^m  the  hardships  of 
their  own  countrymen,  while  struggling 
in  the  cause  of  the  honour  and  indepen« 
dence  of  the  country,  and  yet  shewed 
themselves  tenderly  alive  only  to  'the  suf- 
ferings of  America  and '  Denmark.  But 
such  men  misinterpreted  the  opinion  and 
the  feelings  of  the  country.  The  country 
valued  wealth,  and  certainly  much  of  its 
power  and  enerdes  depended  upon  that 
wealth ;  but  under  circumstances  like  the 
present,  it  felt  that  wealth  must  be  subser- 
vient to  honour.  That  sentiment  neither 
Buonaparte,  nor  the  fHends  of  Buonaparte, 
wherever  thj^y  moved,  nor  all  the  violence 
of  his  sanguinary  decrees,  would  ever  be 
able  to  extinguish.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
tinguished by  the  partial  sufferings  of  some 
of  our  manufacturers  ; — ^no,  nor  could-it 
be  extinguished  by  the  complete  stagna- 
tion of  our  whole  trade.  Those  who  held 
adififerent  language  of  the  character  of 
their  country,  could  be  only  the  indispos- 
ed few  who  endeavoured  to  blow  every 
spark  of  disaffection  and  discontent  mtp  a 
flame,  and  to  place  in  an  odious  light;  the 
conduct  of  the  present  administration, 
chiefly  because  they  felt  the  damning  con- 
trast which  it  exhibited  with  their  own^ 
Men  who,  while  in  opposition,  were  cla- 
morous ;  while  in  government  impoteht ; 
whose  apathy  was  called  moderation,  and 
whose  attempts  to  delude  the  people  were 
di^ified  with  the  name  of  patriotism. 
Give  him  much  sooner  the  inflexible  firm- 
ness, the  persevering  fortitude,  of  the  men 
who  now  guided  the  destinies  of  the  na- 
tion, than  the  pusillanimous  precaution  of 
those  who  would  seek  for  coinforfrand  ease 
at  the  expence  of  honour  and  security. 
Fresh  aggressions  called  only  for  fresh  re- 
sistance, and  more  determined  resolution. 
Such,  at  least,  he  trusted,  were  the  senti- 
ments with  which  his  majesty's  minister 
were  nerved,  and  that  he  might  venture 
to  say  of  them,  what  the  poet  said  of  the . 
resolute  and  just— 

Si  fracttis.  illibatur  orbis, 

Iinpavidum  fericnt  ruinae; 
hoftdMnkcn  observed,  that  all  the  max- 
ims which  were  laid  down  on  the  opposite 
side  had  a  tendency  to  support  the  princi- 
ple of  eternal  war.  There  was  not  an  ar- 
gumei^t .  that  was  advance  this  night  in 
opposition  to  the  motion  which  might  not 
with  equal  propriety  be  urged  in  favour  of 
any  other  war,  at  any  other  tima»'or  ^nd^r 
almost  any  other  circumstances.  Every 
3K 
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sllyivas  now  conyerttd  into  «a  uneasy. 
From '  ibis-  confttderstioaj  to^etiher  with 
tb«k  of  the  distressed  state  o^  om*  maiitt* 
iacturers»  he  thought  dt  his  duty  io  support 
t^  motion.  The  house  ought  to  consider 
dieese  thkigs  in  £sct  of  iu  own  free  will ; 
hvKt  from  oircunlstisaces  which  had  lately 
4iccurred,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  were 
called  on  by  the  imperious  voice  of  the 
fieopie  to  the  perfbrmaace  of  this  duty, 
in  brder  to  averts  if  possible^  a  tremendous 
0wi\,  and  prevent  incalculable  distress 
irom  &\\kig  on  the  woiking  part  of  the 
<)$MDimttnity. 

^  Mr.  Jom  SmiA  wished  to  know  how 
loftg  ministers  meant  the  war  to  continue, 
if  it  continued  two  years  longer^  was  there 
any  prospect  of  negociating  for  peace  on 
fiiore  honourable  aiMl  secure  terms  than  at 
lihe  present  moment?  He  certainly  would 
.be  sorry  to  present  the  sul:^t  of  peace  to 
that  house,  were  there  not  one  particular 
circumstance  to  indiice  it  to  be  immedi- 
ately procured,  namely,  Ireland. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  intrude  himself  upon  the  house 
at  an  earlier  period,  because  he  oonceived 
it  to  be  the  duty  >^  his  majesty's  ministers 
.on  this  subject,  to  leave  it  to  other  mem* 
hers  of  the  house  to  express  their  senti- 
ments before  they  should  themselves  take 
•any  pari  in  the  debate.^  He  eiipressad  his 
veadmess  to  enter  at  any  time  into  nego- 
ciations  ior  a  peace,  consist^iit  with  the 
honour  and  the  dignity  of  the  country  ; 
hut  he  maintained,  mat  until  certwn  infor* 
^nation  was  received  that  the  French  go- 
vernment was  prepared  to  enter  into  ne- 
Igociations  on  an  e(|uitable  basis,  it  would 
«be  imprudent  to  attempt  any.  It  was  c^ 
vio\is>'that if anynegociation which  might 
J»e  undertaken,  should  fail,  peace  would 
be  placed  at  a  stiir  greater  distance,  and 
.the  suiferiwsof  the  peqple,.  which  had 
-^en  so  nuicnexie^gei'atea^  instead  of  be- 
ipg  diminished, .would  be  augmented. — He 
>could  not  help  making  a  few. observations 
on  the  subject  of  the  Austrian  <^r  of  me- 
diation. The  first  offer  of  mediation  on 
the  part  of  Austria  might  have  been  wor- 
thy of  attention,  if  the  fortime  of  Bdiia- 
l^arte  had  not.iaken  a  different  |tirn.  Aus- 
tria fell  under  the  controul  of  France  ;  and 
no  security  existed  in  'negotiation.  The 
last  offer  of  medifktion  proved  palpably 
fallacious,  and  both  attempts  'exploded  to- 
-"her.    It  was  the  intention  of  the  Brit 


r  in  Europe  that  was  formerly  our    passed  tfaiough  the  hands  of  cowit  S^<^ 

hemberg,  the.  Austrian  mimst^,  an  ambi- 
guous ^le  was  consfMCueus,  evidendy 
the  efifectof  detign.  After  the  1^  «^ 
June,  1807,  Austria  was  no  longer,  an  in* 
dependant  power.  She  <was  ^  oonpUtely 
influenced  by.  the  minister  of  Ffanoe,  ih^ 
her  prince  had  no  choice  but  to  aid  tl^^ 
views  of  France,  The  hen.  member  who 
had  alluded  t^  the  sal]^ect  ^  these  oifera 
of  mediation,  would  find  no  instance  whero 
a  neutral*  under  the  inlhience  of  a  superior 
power,  had  been  accepted  as  a  meaial»r« 
We  were  called  ut>oR  to  accept  an  uaac«- 
credited  agent  in  die  pterson  of  the  Aus* 
tiian  minister.  There  was  no  basis  estab^ 
lished  for  aegotiatioa  which  constituted 
security.  In  the  year  ItiOS,  Austria  iof*- 
fered  her  mediation  to  France,  who  saidv 
shew  me  a  basis.  Sbe  afi^rwards  oflered 
to  mediate  for  Russia,  who  also  required  « 
basis.  If  these  powers  considered  it  iie* 
cessary  to  make  <such  demands  of  Austria^ 
this  country,  was  right  in  demandi^p^g 
strictly  the  basis  of  negociatioa  before  we 
accepted  the.  ofier  of  mediation.  With 
rei^ect  to  Austria,  it  was  well  knowa  that 
this  covmlry  had  preferred  her  iriendship^ 
ai^  ofi^red  her  every  indulgence,  while 
she  remained  in  the  interest  ot  G.  Britain; 
but  when  she  became  under  the  contFOttl 
of  France,  it  was  not  our  interest  to  trnat 
her.  Was  it  not  well  known,  two  years 
si.nce»  that  the  Sritish  flag  was  expelled 
from  the  ports  of  Austria?  England  ha4 
not  retaliated,  under  a  belief  that  Austria 
was  under  the  direction  of  France^.  Ho 
s^ted  these  facts  to  prove,  that  a  m^istruat 
was  jsroperly  entertained  towards  Austria. 
Ministershad  determined  not  to  enter  «^pn 
negociation,  unless  it  was  iipon  a  footing 
that  was  likely  totnsureasuocess&l  issue. 
It  had  been  said,  ihat  the  enmity  of  Franflo 
^was  directed  against  this  country^  in  con^ 
sequence  of  the  oflers  made  fer  peace iiavr 
ing  been  rejected  during  former  adnwMs* 
trations.  He  would  ask,  if  it  was  feir  that 
the  present  ministers  should  be  responsio 
ble  fer  4he  ecmdudt  of  others  vdth  whonjt 
they  had  no  concern?  Thisiargum0nt4|p^ 
plied  to  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  geat/s 
friends,  who  composed  the  tote  adminwy 
tratioii,  and  who  ^coke  off  the  4aflt  AegO;^ 
ciaticm.  It  was  true  the  hoti.  gentviwil 
disagreed  with  di^^n>al9o  .on  that;poiat>  h^ 
therefore  could  not  deny  him  the  merit  of 
hKviag  acted  with  c^i^stency.    ~ 

Mr«  Wm.  Stmth  thought  the  two  first  jto- 
Hi^k  government  to  enter  into  negociations  !|  solutions  involved  an  so  <much  difficul||& 
^p^ac^-bMt.in  .thep^cial  notes 'which  j  that  ha  4:pui449<4:^oto  for^banis;   im4( 
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the  thirB  was  tpfht  broHgkt  to  a^dmsion^ 
it  should  hapre'  his  vote.  He  conceiTed 
that  miqist^rs^  hy- their  owa  skewing,  gave 
very  little  hopes  of  peace.  He  uiought  ; 
that  it  would  foe  aeting  nKNre  consistently 
with  the:  honour^  the  interest,  and  the  dig- 
nity of.  the -country,  to^  enter  into  nego^ 
oietioir  now,  that  at  any  future  period. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  asree  with  his  hon. 
friend  who  had  just  sat  qowo*'  He  would 
vote  for  all  the  three  propositions.  He 
contended,  thait  ministers  nad  shewn  an 
aversion  to  peace  in  two  instances,  smd  I 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  trusted  to  reject 
a  Uiird  oiFer.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  a 
great  deal  stated  respecting  commercial 
distress,  from  a  very  respectable  quarter  : 
hut  he  was  certain  that  the  picture  which 
had  been  drawn  was  greatly  overcharged. 
He  knew  lliere  was  no  such  distress  in  the 
country ;  and  if  it  did  exist,  he  never 
would  91VOW  it :  for  to  hold  suck  language 
was  to  capitulate  a.t  once.  It  had  been 
said,  to  vote  the  third  resolution  would  be 
to  encourage-  petitions  for  peace.  In  his 
opinion  it  would  completely  pot  an  end  to 
them.  As  it  did  not  appear  that  the  dis- 
cossi<m  could  b^  terminated  this  night, 
he  moved  that  the  debate  be  adjourned 
until  to-tmonrow. 

Mr.  Adam  wished  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  ad* 
jonmment.  He  declared  that  he  would 
vote  for  all  the  three  propositions. 

Mr.  I%eridan  withdrew  the  motion  of 
adjournment. 

Mpw  Whitbread  replied ;  after  which  the 
house  divided  on  each  of  the  three  Reso- 
lutions, which  were  all  negatived.  Hie 
following  are  the  numbers  which  appeared 
on  each  division :  Ist  division.  Ayes  70; 
Noes  210;  2d  division  Ayes  07;  Noes  2]  i ; 
9d  division  Ayes  58 ;  Moes  217. 

lAst  qf  the  Minority  cntht  third  Bcsolutiojif 
Ahercromby,  Uop,  J.     Colborne,  N.  W.  R. 


Latouche,  R. 
ica^h,  J. 

I^tdetoQ,  Hon.  W« 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W»A. 
Martin,  H. 
Marie,  Hon.  W. 
Milhanke,  Sir  11. 
Miller,  SirT. 
Moseiy,  SirO. 

Parnell,  IL 
Peirse,  H, 


Pitgott,  Sir  JL  "    ^ 
Russell,  Loid  W. 
Sci^daiuore,  }$,,  P.      ^ 
Sheridan,  Rt.  h.J^.Sr 
Smith,  J. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Walpole,  Hon.  G'. 
Ward,  Hon.  J.  W,     - 
Warden,  G.L, 
Wharton,  J. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Tellers. 
MahoD,  Viscount,      •! 
Smith,  William 


Adam,  W. 
Anson,  Q. 
Anionic,  W.  L. 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bewicke,  C. 
Biddutph,  R.  M. 
,  Bonvene,  Hon.  G. 
Bmdsbaw,  Hon.  A.  C. 
Bnimi,iioB.T. 
Jpirp^vne,  Aothoaj 
JBard«tt,  Sir  F. 
Byng,  George    . 
Calcraft^SirG. 
Cavendish,  Lord  G, 
Caventfish,  W. 
CaveBdisb,O^H.€4- 


Crais,  James 
ComT)e,  JL  C. 
Creevey,  T. 
Dundas,  Hon.  C.  L 
Dundas,  Hon.  R.  L 
Fergusson,  R. 
Gi«e»bUl,R«. 
Halaey,  J. 
lierberr,  JjL  A. 
Uibbert,  G, 
Horner,  F. 
Johnstone,  G, 
JetyU,  T. 
Lanibe,  Hon,  Wm. 
Lambton,  R.  J. 
Xatoacbeii,  • 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Ihesday,  March  1 , 

{Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  On  the 
order  of  the  dav  being  read  for  the  2nd 
reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  called  the  at-r 
tention  of  the  house  to  those  passages  in 
ths^  speeches  of  his  majesty  to  parJiamenYi 
on  the  27th  of  April,  and  the  26th  of  Jane; 
expressing  a:  desire  that  the  inquiries,  vnt\\ 
a  view^  to  public  economy,  should  be  eonf« 
tlnued.-  The  committee  of  finance  whicn 
had  existed  in  the  fbrtner  parliament  had 
been  re-appointed  in  this  case ;  which 
committee  had  recoikimended  thismeasurV. 
His  lordship  adverted  to  the  circumstance 
of  this  bill  having  been  thrown  out  in  the 

jt  session,  when  none  of  the  minister^ 
were  present,  except  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack ;  and  expressed  ^ 
hope  that,  under  all  the  circumstances  in 
which  this  bill  was  again  pressed  on  their 
lordships'  attention,  they  would  not  nxM 
reject  it. 

Lord  Arden  opposed  the  bill,  on  th^ 
ground  of  its  being  a  direct  and  unneces- 
sary infringement  on  the  king^s  preroga^^ 
tive.  He  also  objected  to  the  tpesolution 
of  the  house'  of  commons  subseqfuest  t4 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  last  session,  whlcft 
he  considered  rather  as  a  species  of  legis- 
lation. He  was  aware  that  his  opposition 
to  the  bill  was  liable  to  much  misrepre^ 
sentation  ;  but  that  should  not  deter  him 
from  performing  what  he  conceived  to  be 
an  act  of  public  duty. 

Earl  fencer  was  perfectly  convinced  of 
the  purity  of  the  motives  which  actuated 
the  noble  lord.  He  did  not  think  this  bift 
of  any  essential  or  vital  importance;  b«t 
under  tb%  circumstances  in  which  it  wte 
before  the  house,  he  thought  their  lord- 
ships ought  to  pause  before  they  again  re^ 
jeeted  it.  He  thought  it  rather  tended  to 
support  th6  prerogative  of  thd  crown,  thaA 
to  infringe  upon  it. 
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The  Lard  OumceUor  objected  to  the.biil 
in  its  present  shape^  as  wholly  unfit  to  pass 
into  a  law,  from  the  vague  manner  in 
which  it  was  drawn  up,  and  the  seneral 
enactments  which  it  contained.  He  was 
willing,  however,  to  vote  for  the  2nd  read- 
inff,  if  there  was  any  prospect  of  so  mo« 
dilying  it  in  the  committee  as  to  free  it 
from  those  objections  to  whicl^^at  present 
he  thought  it  liable. 

Lord  Haiwkesbury  wished  the  bill  to  go 
to  a  committee,  on  the  grounds  that  it 
might  be  expedient  to  regulate  the  grant- 
ing of  offices,  in  reversion,  so  as  to  prevent 
abuses ;  and  also  to  give  time  for  the  ma- 
turing  of  any  plan  of  economy  which  it 
might  be  wished  to  propose,  and  which 
might,  therefore^  render  it  adviseable  to 
suspend  for  a  certain  time  the  grantins  of 
offices  in  reversion^  that  in  the  mean  while 
jt  might  be  ascertained  whether  there 
were  any  offices  which  it  would  be  «cpe- 
dient  to  regulate  or  abolish. 

Earl  Grptvenor  approved  of  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape,  and  hoped  that  no  com- 
promise would  take  place,  but  that  the 
bill  would  pass  as  it  was. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  supported  the 
2nd  reading  on  the  same  grounds  as  lord 
Hawkesbury.  As  to  ministers  not  attend- 
ing on  .the  discussion  of  this  bill  last  ses- 
sion, why  did  not  noble  lords  pn  the  other 
aide  attend  that  discussion;  and  why  had 
not  this  bill,  if  it  lyas  so  important,  been 
sooner  taken  up  by  them  ? 

Lord  Redesaak. oh}eci^d  to  the  bill  alto- 
gether, and  thought  it  incapable  of  any 
modification  which  could  render  it  fit  to 
be  passed  into  a  law. 

Lord  Jlottand  deprecated  that  species 
of  reGriminatory  observations,  which  could 
tend  to  no  possible  good.  Noble  lords  on 
his  side  of  the, house  had  not  previously 
taken  up  the  bill,  only  because  they  did 
not  wi^  to  shew  a  want  of  candour  to- 
wards ministers  for  the  sake  of  catching 
at  a  little  popularity.  He  could  not  help 
observing,  that  those  noble  lords  who  had 
opposed  the  bill  in  toto  had  acted  with  the 
greatest  fairness.  His  lordship  defended 
the  vote  of  the  house  of  commons,  which, 
being.mef ely  for  an  humble  address  to  his 
majesty,  to  suspend  the  granting  of  oii^ces 
in  reversion  until  six  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session  of  parliament, 
he  could  not  conceive  liable  to  the  objec- 
tions of  the  noble  and  learned  lord* 
,  The  Duke  of  Montrose  opposed  the  bill  in 
toto,  thinking  it  inculpable  of  any  desirable 
modification.  .    ' 


The  Earl  of  Boniliy  svpported  the  bill. 

Lord  AuckUmd,  firom  the  anlimited  ea^ 
actments  of  the  bill,  was  not  prepared  to 
assent  to  it. 

Ihe  house  then  divided  onthequesticm. 
Contents   .  -  .  54    Proxies -- 35-^-^9 
Mon-Contenu  -  55      .....  25-*-ai 
Majority    .     .    -    ..8 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  March  2. 

[LoboLakx.] — ^Lord  Castlereagk/meaiU 
ing  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  no- 
tice respecting  a  Monument  to  be  erected 
to  the  memory  of  lord  Lake^  which  had 
been  suspended  by  a  notice,  having  a  prior 
claim  to  the  attention  of  the  house,  on  a 
former  night,  did  not  mean  to  recur  to 
that  notice*  or  again  to  <^r  to  the  house 
the  motion  which  was  the  subject  of  it. 
Having  communicated  with  many  penons 
devoted  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Lake*  and 
participating  in  the  high  veneration  in 
which  ne  hdd  the  services  of  that  gallant 
man,  he  found  that  it  was  the  general  wish 
of  those  persons  to  give  way  to  the.  diffi- 
culties of  parliamentanr  form  that  bad 
arisen.  The  family  or  the  noble  lord, 
deeply  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  gratitude 
for  the  vote  passed  the  other  night*  was 
willing  to  reat  its  claims  on  the  public 
bounty  th^e,  than, press  a  pmnt  upon 
which  many  of  those  who  had  voted  in 
approbation  of  lord  Lake's  general  merit 
and  services,  might  be  found  in  opposition. 
In  this  feelinff  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  con- 
cede ;  but  he  could  not  help  lamenting* 
that  parliament  appeared  to  have  laid  it 
down  as  a  principle*  that  the  glorious  tes- 
timony of  a  public  monument  was  to  be 
confined  to  the  services  of  those  who  died 
in  battle.  Lord  Howe's  monument  was 
the  only  exception  to  this  rule,  for  that  of 
lord  Cornwaliis's  stood  on  entirely  distinct 
ground.  He  admitted  that  the  limitation 
to  those  who  died  in  battle  was  a  good  and 
convenient  general  principle.  But  at  the 
same  time,  when  Monuments  were  held 
to  be  the  most  appropriate  marks  of  pub- 
lic gratitude*  as  being  at  the  same  time 
most  honourable  to  the  deceased,  and  best 
calculated  to  excite  emulation  iti  the  minds 
of  posterity,  it  seemed  to  be  a  strange  ex* 
elusion  that  prevented  a  lord  Lake;  a  lord 
Rodney,  and  a  lord  Duncan,  from  being 
found  among  the  illustrious  heroes  thus 
consecrated  to  fame*  while  many  persons  of 
much  inferior  .rank  and  merit  were  so  ho* 
noured.    The  distinction  would  n^ver  be 
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asked  but  ibr  striking  examples  of  merit 
and  service,  and  the  reward  may  safely 
be  granted  without  the  fear  of  deviating 
into  abuse.  It.  would  certainly  be  no  injury 
to  those  who  fell  in  battle,  to  admit  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  this  honour,  those  who  had 
eaualiy  entitled  themselves  by  victory,  and 
who  had  no  other  bar  to  their  claim  but  that 
of  a  greater  interval  of  time  between  their 
service  and  their  death.  It  was  not  the 
death  but  the  service  that  was  the  proper 
object  of  reward. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


ThuBTsdcaf,  March  3. 
[Expedition  to  CopsNHAGEN.]"r£arl 
Daml^  vcBe  to  make  his  promised  motion 
on  this  subject.  His  lordship  took  a  re- 
Tiew  of  the  principal  circumstances  con- 
nected with  this  expedition;  and  con- 
tended, that  the  only  ground  on  which  it 
could  be  justified  was  actual  necessity; 
which  was  not  proved  to  exist  by  any  ao- 
cuments  before  the  house,  nor  by  mini- 
sters, who,  on  the  contrary,  continually 
shifted  their  ground  of  justificaticm,  and 
had  made  out  no  case  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  at  all  satisfactory.  It  had  been 
said,  that  an  option  was  given  to  the  prince 
regent  to  deliver  up  the  Danish  fleet ;  but 
could  it  be  said  to  be  an  option,  when  it 
was  evident,  that  if  he  had  delivered  up 
the  fleet,  Holstein  and  Jutland  would  im- 
mediately have  been  seized  by  France  ? 
This  expedition,  it  had  been  said,  was  sent 
to  ward  off  danger  from  this  country ;  but 
how  had  that  danger  been  prevented? 
The  danger  was  not  of  an  invasion  of  this 
country,  but  of  the  Baltic  being  shut 
ag^nst  us ;  and  instead  of  precluding 
this  danger,  the  expedition  had  acce- 
lerated it.  Possession  of  Zealand  had  not 
been  retfiiped,  and  Denmark  had  been 
thrown  completely  into  the  arms  of  France, 
llie  national  character  had,  in  his  opinion, 
been  degraded,  and  the  national  honour 
stained  by  this  expedition;  and  whathadwe 
gained?  16  ships  of  the  line,  which  could 
be  of  little  service ;  and  as  to  the  stores,  they 
did  not  amount  in  value  to  the  stores  ex- 
pended in  the  expedition;  and  the  whole  was 
not  equal  to  the  expence  of  the  expedition. 
'—The  noble  earl  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  majest;y^,  submitting.  That  afier  atten- 
tively considering  all  the  public  documents 
before  us .  concerning  the  late  attack  on 
Copenhagen,  and  the  war  which  it  had 
prodn€»i»  w«  have  found  the  information 


which  they  a£R>rd  extremely  imperfect 
and  unsatisfactory. — ^That  in  a  matter  in 
which  both  the  honour  and  the- interests 
of  our  country  are  so  deeply  concerned, 
we   had  hoped   for  the  fullest  explana« 
tions.     The  principles  of  our  constita- 
tion  and  the  uniform  practice  of  his  ma« 
jesty,  and  the"  sovereigns  of  his  iliostri- 
ous  house,  require,  that  parliament  should 
be  distinctly  apprized  of  the  true  grounds 
of  entering  into  new  wars,  especially  in 
a  situation  of  our  country  wholly  un- 
precedented.— Had  Denmark  been  a  party 
to  any  hostile  confederacy  against  the  rights 
dr  interests  of  the  British  empire,  our  re- 
sistance would  have  been  necessary,  and 
our  v^arfkre  legitimate.     Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, we  should  only  have  had  to  re* 
gret,  that  the  ports  and  arsenals  of  that 
country  should  so  lightly  have  been  abaii^ 
doned,  when  advantages  so  very  inconsi* 
'  derabie  had  been  derived  from  their  tem- 
porary occupation,  and  when  by  our  conti- 
nuing to  hold  them  during  the  war,  all  real 
danger  from  that  quarter  might  have  been 
effectual  iy  averted. — ^But  we  cannot  doubt, 
that  Denmark,  instead  of  engaging  in  hostile 
leagues,  had  resolved  still  to  maintain  her 
neutrality  .-r-This  fact  is  proved  even  by 
the  imperfect  documents  which  have  been 
laid  before  us,  and  is  confirmed  by  the 
proclamation  issed  by  his  majesty's  com- 
manders immediately  before  die  attack.—^ 
Certainly  Denmark  was  no  party,  nor  does 
it  appear  that  she  was  privy  to  any  confe- 
deracy hostile  to  this  country.    We  are 
not  even  satisfied  that  such  a  league  did 
really  exist. — ^The  conclusion  of  any  se- 
cret articles  at  Tilsit  affecting  the  rights 
or  interests  of  the  British  empire  appears 
to  have  been  .uniformly  denied  botn  by 
Russia  and  France. — The  correspondence 
of  his  majesty's  secretary  of  state,  and  the 
dates  of  the  tiransactions  themselves,  prove 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  could  not  be 
in  possession  of  any  such  articles  when  the 
attack  was  ordered  against  Copenhagen ; 
and  it  has  been  distinctly  admitted  in  this 
house,  that  they  have  not  yet  obtained  a 
copy  of  them. — ^The^king's  ambassador  at 
Petersbursh,  in  an  official  note,  rested  the 
defence  of  the  measure  not  on  any  hostile 
purposes  either  of  Denmark  or  of  Russia, 
but  solely  on  the  designs  which  it  was  said 
the  French  government  had  long  since 
be^i  known  to  entertain^— His  majesty's 
ministers  not  only  forbore  to  advise  suck 
measures  as  would  have  been  necessary  to 
repel  any  real   hostility  of  Russia:  but 
they  actually  solicited  the  mediation  of 
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that  power;.,  to  extingoiBh  m  "wwr,  and  her 
gaaranty.  to  defeat  projects  in  which  it  is 
vow.pcetended  they  icacwher  to  have  been 
a  principal  and  contracting  party.-^AUe- 
gations  thus  inconsistent  with  each  other> 
and  contrary  to  admitted  facts,  weaken,  ia- 
sljesadiofsapporting  the  cause  to  which  they 
are  applied;«-^With.  reqieot  to  the  alledged 
ti^eirit^'  of  the  casBi  we  beg  leave  to 
asrorelus  majesty,  that  we  cannot  think  so 
aaefoiy.of  the  power  and  resources  of  his 
•inpire,.of  the  spirit  of  his  people,  or  of 
1^  valonr  and  ducipHoe  of  his  fleets  and 
armies,  as  to*  admit  that  such  an  act  ^could 
have  been  requirtd  for  any  purpose  of 
.  ielf-preservation^^T-Any  temporary  advan- 
tages which  the  possession  of  such  ships 
aid  stores  as  were  taken  at  Copenhagen 
can  afford,  are  already  much  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  other  consequences 
of  a  measure  which  appears  not  less  ob« 
jectibnable  in  policy  than  in  principle. 
That  measure  has  augmented  the  number  of 
^  ettainifts ;  it  has  countenanced  the  inju- 
ItQUS  representations  circulated  throughout 
Europe  respecting  our  principles  and  de- 
signs; and  has  inflamed  against  us  the 
wannest  passions  of  neutral  and  of  friendly 
nations. — ^But  it  has  above  all  shaken  our 
own  persuasion  of  the  justice  of  our  cause : 
a  sentiment  which  had  hitherto  supported 
ms  through  aH  our  difficulties,  commanding 
the.  re^)ect  of  Other  powers,  and  encou- 
. raging  ns  in  an  humble  font  confident  re- 
lianee  cm  the  ultimate  protection  and 
Messng  of  Providence.  Unwilling  as  we 
are  even  yet  to  pronounce  definitively  on 
a  subject  the  full  knowledge  of  which  has 
been  so  pertinaciously  Withheld  from  us, 
nod  reluctant  as  we  must  ever  be  to  admit 
candtttsions  nn&vourable  to  the  justice  of 
Aosfd  councrls  by  which  his  majesty's  con- 
lAact  bas  been  actuated,  we  are  yet  com- 
pelled on  such  an  oi:casion  to  speak  to  his 
ffiniesty  the  language  of  truth.  And  we 
yantst  therefoce,  with  all  humility,  and  with 
the  niQBt  ua&iffned  and  heartfelt  sorrow, 
repraseni,  that  in  a  case  which  above  all 
iStbers  nequirod  the  dearest  proof,  every 
presiimption  is  against  us,  and  tiiatno  par- 
aide  of  evidence  has  yet  beisn  adduced  by 
which  our  national  ckainacter  can  be  vindi* 
/cated  from  the  guilt  of  an  unprovoked  and 
tajpemeditafsd  irioktipn  of  that  good  Mth, 
lusfice  and  humanity  which  have  hilAierto 
ibeea  at  »ooee  4he  >glory  and  the  safeguard 
#f  liie&iiish  >eRipiffe. 
f  hoxd£imtrim  to  oppose  the  Address. 
£o] far 'from  any&ir  ground  existing  in 
Ifaipportjof  aach  an  address,  fo  him  it  .ap- 


peared, that  there  was  abundant  causa  !• 
commend,  instead  of  censuring  the  conduct 

expedition*  The  noble  lord  th^  took  a 
survey  of  all  the  circumstances  which  had 
marked  the  transaction,  and  concluded 
with  reading  a  Resolution  of  approbation^ 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  if  the 
Address  moved  by  the  noble  earl  should 
be  negatived. 

Lord  UoUand  highly  regretted  the  de«* 
gree  of  national  dishonour  that  had  beeh 
brought  upon  the  country  by  the  shamei^ 
conduct  of  minister^  in  sending  a  large 
armed  force  to  attack  the  territories,  and 
seize  the  shipping  of  a  Neutral  power.  It 
was  unaccountably  strange,  ^at  mini- 
sters should  still  persist  in  asserting  the 
necessity  of  that  odious  measure  in  order 
to  frustrate  the  secret  articles  of  the  trea- 
ty of  Tilsit,  of  which  ministers  pretended 
to  have  known  the  substance.  We  were 
publicly  challenged  by  the  enemy  to  pro-< 
duce  the  least  evidence  of  the  assertions 
which  ministers  had  put  into  die  sacred 
mouth  of  his  majesty :  yet  we  were  totally 
incapable  of  supporting  them  by  the  least 
shadow  of  evidence.  The  noble  lord  said, 
he  detested  to  hear  the  plea  of  necessity 
and  self-preservation  ur^ed  in  onr  de- 
fence. It  was  particularly  calculated  to 
instil  into  the  British  people  passions  and 
opinions  subversive  of  that  liberality  and 
senerosity  that  distinguished  our  ancestors* 
Had  France  even  got  possession  of  ^e  16 
Danish  ships,  the  acquisition  could  noit 
materially  injure  this  country,  or  increase 
our  alarms  of  invasi<)n,  whilst  we  should 
have  been  secure  of  the -friendship  aind 
attachment  of  the  Dsuiish  people,  and  (lieir 
indignation  at  the  French  f&r  forcing  them 
to  abandon  their  esteemed  neutrality,  and 
become  a  party  in  an  unnatural  war. 
Without  possessing  die  hearts  of  ^c^Dani^ 
people,  Buonaparte  couki  do  ns  litde  in-* 
jury  through  their  means;  whilst  under 
their  present  circumstances,  they  must  bA 
filled  with  the  utmost  resentment  by  out 
unparalleled  outrage.  His  lordship  thela 
entreated  the  house  to  vindicate  the  tar- 
nished honour  of  the  country,  and  ^vsMF'tv 
the  nation,  to  Europe,  ana  to  llie  world 
their  abhorrence  of  so  flagrant  a  breach  of 
the  lawsof  civilizied  nations. 

Lord  Boringdondetetided  the  expedi^on; 
and  contended  that,  after  the '  battle  <4 
Friedland,  it  was  evident  that  DenmaHc 
was  unable  to  defend  the  neutrality,  and 
most  make  her  c^l^ction  between  England 
and  FrftiK,e ;  and  Ihal  it  was^so'^eividenl 
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firom  her  previous  conduct  thaf^her  itiali- 
natioiis  w^^  with  France. — ^The  house  di- 
Tided : 

ConteatB   -  -  $?6    Proxies-  25 —  51 

Noa-ooMtente  5d     - 54—110 

Majority  ----- 59 

Whilst  strangers  were  excluded  there 
,  was  a  -short  conversation  on  the  motion 
^f  lord  £liot>  for  an  Address  to  his  n\a- 
jesty,  stating,  "  That  this  house,  consider- 
ing the  Beclarations  laid  before  them  bv 
his  majesty's  command ;  the  state  to  which 
the  Continent  was  reduced,  in  consequence 
of  the  negodationsand  peace  of  Tilsit; 
the  avowed  declaration  of  the  French  go- 
yernment  to  exclude  the  British^  ila^  fr<om 
cveiy  port  of  Europe,  and  to  coud>ine  all 
the  powers  of  the  continent  in  a.  general 
confederacy  against  the  maritime  rights 
and  political  existence  of  G.  Britain;  most 
higUy  appirove  the  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures  which  were  adqHed  by  his  ma- 
jesty's BsiBASt^rs,  for -the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing out  of  the  reach  of  his  mftjesty's  e^e^ 
mi^s  the  fleet  and  naval  resources  of  Pea- 
mark/'-*-The  house  then  divided  :    .     . 

Coat^ts 64    Proxies  -  -»  61 — a  25 

I^on-cantents  29    Proxies  -  -  23 —  ,57 

Majority  -  *.  -  -  ^  ._^— ^68 
[Protest  against,  the  Rejection  o^ 
THE  Address   proposed   by-  Loim  Darn-  J  aisly  jitated. 
LEY.]  ^'  IMssentient ;  For  the  reasons  which  I 
are  asugned  in  the  proposed  Address  to 
his  majeisty .;  and  which  we  are  desirous  ^ 
of  recoitdkng  as  a  memorial  of  our  seati-  ' 
menls  on  a  measure  which  has,  as  we  feai*, 
£&ed  an  indelible  stigma  on  the  iK^nour  of 
our •covuitry.''    (Signed  by  the  peers  vrfhose 
names  appear  to  the  feUowi^g  protest.) 

[I^TEST  AOAINST  THE  RESOLUTION  PRO- 
POSED 3Y  Lord  £liot«]  **  Dissentient; 
Becausi^  we  hold  it  highly  unbecoming  for 
this  liQuse  to  pass  a  Vote  of  Approbation^ 
^  Quaistecs,  without  :any  i^tof£i>i  ;the  al- 
legations aj^ced  by  those  ministers  la 
their  own  cause,  upon  so  m&np^ntous  a  pro-  ! 
needing.  •  (Signed,)  Wm.  Frederick  .(duJl(^ 
of  Qlouqestrnv)  Vaasall  Holland,  Derby, 
Spencer,  Pbnsonby,  Rawdon  (earl  Moira,) 
£99ex,  Clifton,  («ar]  of  Datnby,)  Stafibrd, 
Crewe,  Jersey,  Bedford,  GrenviU^,  Albe- 
marle, Carysfort,  Sidmouth,  Grey,  Ponscmr 
by,  ;(Besbarough,)  St.  John,  Hutchinscm, 
lUng,.  Brea^lbane,  Fitz-wiUiam,  Lauder*- 
dak,  Ailfla,  JBrsktne,  Si^lk  and  Berkshire, 
Auckbnd,  Bfrnkinghamshiire/^ 


FARp.] — Sir.  J.  Newport  rose,  pursuant  to 
notice,  to  move>  *'  That  there  be  laid  be^ 
fore  this  house,  a  Copy  of  the  patent  b^ 
which  John  GifTard,  esq.  has  been  re^ent^' 
ly  appointed  to  the  office,  of  Accpmptant 
General  of  the  customs  in  Ireland,  together, 
with  a  statement  of  the  manner  in  vrhjcli 
the  vacancy  of  the  sai4  office  took  place.^* 

Sir  4'  Weilesify  was  of  opinio^,  that  th|^ 
hon.  baronet  ought  to  have  laid  some  pai*'* 
liamentary  ground  for  the  production  o^ 
these  Papers.  He  should  ha^e  ^bewui 
either  that  the  person  appointed  to  th^ 
oiEoe  was  an  improper  person  to  be  ap^* 
pointed,  or  that  he  had  been  incapable  of 
executing  the  duties  of  it,  aj^d  therefor^ 
upfit  to  be  appointed.  . 

Sir  J.  Newport  had  abstained  from  enter« 
ing  into  the  discussion  more  at  length,  \j^ 
order  tojsave  the  time  of  the  house,  but  b^ 
would  undertake  to  shew,  if  the  papef:^ 
should  be  granted,  both  that  the  &rmef 
dismissal  oF  Mi*.  Gifiard  was  rigbt  anj 
proper;  and  that  consequently,  he  was  not 
a  fill  person  to  be  advanced  to  the  ofhce  h^ 
nowhejd. 

.  Sir  A**  Welksky  s|at^,  that  the  gentle-t 
man, to,  wii^m  thehonvbart.  alluded  ha4 
been  an  ol^  serva^t^of  the  crown,  and  ha4 
nei^er  been  dismisised  for  aw  reason  officii 
He  undoubtjBQJy  held  ophii- 
on&gpon,  the  subject  of  the  .Catholics^  ii) 
common  with  the  majority  of  the  inhabir 
tantsof  the  united  empire,  and  though  he 
ml^ht  have  urged  these  opinions  indisr 
erectly,  at  a  time  when  the  ^subject  wa# 
under  the  consideration  of  j»ai*liamen^ 
that  was  not  a  reason  why  he  should  bf 
perpetually  excluded  fi^m  oiHce.  Tli« 
office  of  which  he  had  been  deprived  yieldi^ 
ed  him  700/<  per  annu^,  >vhilst  that  to 
which  he  had  been  since  appoij^ited  pror 
duced  only  600/.  As  no  ground  had  beeiii 
laid  for  the  motion,  he  could  see  no  use  i^ 
producing  the  papers  called  for. 

M^*  Creker  thought  that  the  dismissal  oJT 
Mr.  Gifiard  was,  if  jwt  an  arbitrary,;  ^ 
iea^r^^  indiscreet  act  upon  the  part  of  the 
Jri^h  gOTiScnment,  and  that  the  restoraOpn 
of  that  gentleman  to  offipe  was  a  mere  a(^ 
ixf  justice.  Mr*  G.  was  not  appri^d  ^ 
the  diaappnobatioin  felt  by  goi;ernn^nt  9t 
the  line  of  conduct  h^  ;vyas  pursuing,  un^ 
after  he  had  {made  his  motion  as.acorpor 
rator  fif^  the  oity  of  Dublin.  Jn  ^sdajc^ 
that  motion. for  a  .petition  to  |iarliamenv^ 
.he..4VKa«  eVercising  la  .constitutional  xijg^^ 
-^nd  i:ertainly  the  gentlemen  oppp^t^^  \^^ 
^.  «veQf  .occa9ion,  lurQ&sKed^.  tl^msel^^tf 
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hot  maintain  that  the  exercise  of  that 
right  ought  to  subject  an'  individual  to  re* 
moval  from  an  office  purely  ministerial. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  that  great 
statesman,  the  late  Mr.  Fox,  considered  die 
conduct  of  the  Irish  government  to  Mr.  G. 
as  arbitrary. 

Mr.  Pomonhy  had  never  had  any  politi- 
cal connection  with  lord  Hardwicke,  but 
had  eqjoyed  the  honour  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  from  what  he  knew  of  his  dis- 
position,  he  believed  him  incapable  of  act- 
mg  in  an  arbitrary  manner.  But  if  no 
parliamentary  ground  had  been  laid  before, 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  gent,  was  suffici* 
ent,  when  he  asserted  that  the  conduct 
of  lord  H.  was  arbitrary,  ahd  in  this  he 
seemed  to  have  made  a  bull,  for  his  argu- 
ment went  against  his  vote.  The  indivi- 
dual alluded  to  had  uniformly  taken  a  line 
of  conduct,  and  uttered  sentiments  ofien- 
sive  and  injurious  to  the  Catholic  body, 
and  as  he  was  an  officer  -  employed  under 
the  government,  it  was  thought  right  to 
dismiss  him,  in  order  to  guard  the  govern- 
ment firom  being  considered'^as  approving 
of  such  conduct  As  to  th  e  question,  whe- 
ther the  dismissal  under  such  circum- 
stances ought  to  give  rise  to  a  perpetual 
e;xclusion  of  the  individual,  the  Irish  and 
British  public  would  decide,  whether  the 
conduct  of  the  present  government,  or  of 
lord  Hardwicke,  was  the  more  meritomus. 
He  had  been  frequently  consulted  by  that 
great  statesman,  Mr.  Fox,  whose  loss  upon 
every  account  is  so  much  to  be  lamented, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Catholics.  He  had 
enjoyed  a  considerable  portion  of  his  coit- 
fidence,  but  had  never  heard  him  say  a 
word  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Fitzgecald,  Dr.  Laurence,  Mr. 
Grattan,  lord  H.  Petty,  Mri  W.  Smith,  and 
sir  John  Netrport,  in  reply,  argued  in  fe- 
Tour  of  the  motion ;  and  Dr^  Duigenan 
and  Mr.  Perceval' against  it,  when  the 
house  divided.  For  the  motion  57 ;  Against 
it  103  ;  Majority  against  the  motion  46. 

[Sir  Richard  Strachan^s  Squadron.^ — 
Mr.  Calcrqft  rose  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  subject  of  as  serious  a  na- 
ture as  any  that  could  be  submitted  to  par- 
liament :  nothing  connected  with  so  lead- 
ing afitature  in  the  defence  of  oul*  coun- 
try as  the  British  navy  could  possibly  be 
4eemed  unimportant;  nor  could  that 
"house,  or  the  country,,  exercise  tjpo  strict  a. 
jealousy  over  that  public  board,  to  which 
•the  conduct  arid  interests  of-fhe  navy 
'were  at  anytime  cAtrusted.  'He  confessed, 
that  not  only  in- the  injnaace  wildi  reject 


to  which  he  vras  now  to  moVe  for  certain 
papers,  did  he  think  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  not 
the  most  judicious:  in  the  appointment  of 
an  hon.  captain  to  so  eminetit  a  command 
as  he  lately  held  in  the  Baltic  expedition^ 
he  did  think  thut  that  noble  lord  had  not 
exercised  a  sound  discretion.  This,  how* 
ever,  he  only  touched  upon,  and  would 
pass  to  the  business  immediately  before  the 
house.  In  the  first  place  then,  he  took  it 
upon  him  to  assert,  that  sir  Richard 
Strachan  had  been  compelled  to  abandon 
the  blockade  of  the  %ocbfort  Squadron  by 
Uie  want  of  a  seasonable  supply  of  provi- 
sions ;  and  this  assertion  he  did  not  wish 
the  house  to  take  upon  his  own  bare  state- 
ment :  so  far  from  it,  that  he  now  moved 
for  the  documents,  which,  when  upon  the 
table  of  that  house,  would  either  confirm 
or  felsify  that  statement.  The  circum- 
stances, he  had  reason  to  believe,  were 
simply  these :  sir  Rd.  Strachan  had  been 
compelled,  by  the  want  of  provisions,  to 
abandojoi  the  blockade ;  and  so  very  ur- 
gent was  the  necessity,  that  he  waJs  com- 
pelled to  cruize  in  the  offing  for  whatever 
he  could  meet;  whether  the  long  and 
vainly  expected  victuallers,  or  whatever 
chance  might  throw  in  his  way.  When 
that  gallant  officer  met  the  Superb,  the 
supply  wi^  which  he  was  furnished  from 
that  vessel  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  follow  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy ;  but 
there  could  not  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the 
extreme  pressure  and  extent  of  his  neces- 
sity than  the  fact  he  was  about  to  state  to 
the  house  :  that  afler  the  gallant  admiral 
had  come  up  with  the  Superb  and  Colos- 
sus, and  after  he  had  taken  from  them  all 
they  could  possibly  spare,  he  was  obliged 
to  apply  to  the  Ferrol  squadron,  aiuf  get 
from  them  all  they  could  gire.  Here  it 
appeared  to  him  as  if  the  common  routine 
had  been  lost  sight  of,  which  had  prescrib- 
ed the  utmost  vigilance  and  attention  to- 
wards all  blockading  squadrons  $  not  to 
mention  what  an  extraordinary  claim  the 
peculiar  situation  of  sir  Rd.  Strachan 
•should  have  had  upon  their  attention*;'  £ihd 
yet  during  the  period  that  that  squadron 
was  siiffering  so  much,  ships  were  daily 
sailing'  -from  Portsmouth  and*  Plymoutn 
wkh-  fair  winds,  He '  Was,  thererove,  at 
jSTresent,  totally  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  how 
ministers  could  satisfactorily  account  "fer 
such  unpardonable  negligence;  for  if 
there  was  it  situation  *more  distressing  in 
the  service  thanr  anoth<fer,  "of  severer  doty  . 
and  m6're  incessant  fatigue,  for  a  set  of 
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brspre  mea.to.be  placed  in^  it  was  that  of  s^  i  wrong  in  his  statement^  the  documents  b,e^ 
blockade ;  and  accordingly^  it  had  been  |  called  for  would  correct  hint ;  if  he  was 
l^the^rto.tbe  uniform  practice. of  all  former  ri^ht,  parliatpent  would  insist  upon  in- 
boards  of  admiralty  to  pay  to  all  blockad- 
ing ^uadrons.the  strictest  and  most  active 
attention ;  to  ai^ticipate  th^lr  wants,  and 
not  to  abandon  them  to  the  chance  of  ca- 
sual relief,  while  tossing,  in  the  bay  of  Bis- 
cay. The  blockade  service  was  a  service 
of  patient  sufiering  to  brarve  men,  who 
could  not  have  the  hopes  of  hpnourable 
victory  to  animate  their  zeal;  it  was  the 
barren  discha^rge  of  a  fatiguing  duty  i  but 
how  was  that  hardship  aggravated  by  such 
cri^el  neglect  as  he  had  too  much  reaspn 
to  fear  haid  occurred  in  the  pre^^t  instance? 
Who  could  say  of  what  this  neglect  might 
not  have  deprive^  the  cojuntry  ?  When  tnie 
want  of  provisions  haddriven  sir  R.Strachan 
from  his  blockade^  he  was  cruizing  in 
Basque  roadsj  at  three  miles  distance  from 
the  enemy's  £quadron>  and  if  he  had  not 
been  sadly  destitute  of  provisions  he.,would 
have  pursued  thqm ;  and  what  the  result 
would  have  been  it  needed  no  extraordi- 
nary spirit  of  prophecy  to  divine. — He  did 
not  think  there  could  be  a  more  important 
ground  for  parliamentary  investigation; 
an  officer  of  high  professional  character 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  a  most  im- 
portant service  ;  and  in  consequence,  the 
very  effect,  which  it  was  the  sole  object 
of  that  service  to  prevent,  had  occurred ; 
the  enemy  had  taken  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity affbryded  them,  and  had  escaped. 
There  was  no  obstruction,  no  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  provisioning  the  squadron  ap- 
pointed to  watch  them>  and  the  house  and 
the  country  were  yet  to  be  satisfied  why 
ihe  lords  commissioners  had  not  done  their 
duty.  He,  for  his  part,  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  upon  what  ground  such  neglect 
would  be  attempted  to  be  justified.  For 
the  satisfaction  of  the  house,  the  fullest  in- 
formation was  desirable.  He  did  not  rest 
upon  mere  assertion,  nor  did  he  ask  that 
bouse  to  be  guided  in  their  decision  upon 
the  question  by  any  other  evidence  than 
that  which  would  appear  in  the  documents 
he  should  now  move  for ;  and  he  was  sa- 
tisfied that^  unless  he  had  laboured  under 
gross  mistake,  he  should  be  able  from 
those  papers  to  make  out  a  case  sufficiently 
strong  to  justify  him  in  the  part  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  take.  In  the  resolutions 
he  should  have  the  honour  of  moving,  it 
Vrould  appear  that  his  object  was  to  com- 
prehend every  information  that  could-  be 
thought  necessary  to  a  right  understand- 
ing of  the  present  questioQ.  If  b^  was 
Vol.  X. 


quiry.  He  could  not  readily  anticipate  i^ 
single  objection  to  the  production  of  these 
papers ;  they  would  make  no*  improper 
disclosure,  reveal  no  secret  information, 
betray  no  private  confidence,  endanger 
no  foreign  communications;  and  yet,  be 
was  sorry  to  state,  that  he  bad  learned 
that  a  part  only  of  the  papers  h^  asked  for 
would  be  granted.  The  list  ^  the  ships 
under  the  command  of  sir  Ra.  S£rachan> 
ascerts^ining  the  time  for  which  each  was 
victualled,  would  be  granted.  There  was 
no  objection  either  to  the  weekly  accounts; 
but  the  letters  from  sir  Rd.  SItrftqhan  to 
lord  Gardner,  and  the  admiraltyi  com- 
plaining of  the  destitute  state  in  which  he 
had  been  left  upon  so  important  and  ha- 
rassing a  duty,  as  well  as  the  accounts 
given  in.  those  letters  of  the  then  state  of 
the  squadron  under  that  officer^S  com- 
mand; these>  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had' 
been  refused  him,  and  reasons  for  that  re- 
fusal he  was  yet  to  learn.  The  hon.  gent, 
then  concluded  with  moving  for  the  fol- 
lowing papers.  "  I.  A  List  of  the  ships 
which  were  jimder  the  orders  of  rear-ad- 
miral sir  Rd.  Strachan,  on  the  1st  Dec. 
1st  Jan.  and  1st  Feb.  last,  stating  against 
each  ship  the  day  when  she  last  sailed 
from  port,  and  the  time  for  which  she  was 
then  victualled.  2.  Copies  of  all  the  se- 
veral Accounts  (commonly  called  Weekly 
accounts)  which  have  been  received  at 
the  admiralty,  or  by  adpiiral  lord  Gard- 
ner;, shewing  the  state  s^id  conditions  of 
the  ships  under  the  orders  of  rear-admiral 
sir  Rd.  Strachan,  between  the  1st  Nov. 
and  3l8t  Jan.  last.  3.  Copies,  or  extracts, 
of  all  Letters  received  by  the  admiralty, 
or  by  admiral  lord  Gardner,  from  rear-ad- 
miral siir  Rd.  Strachan,  dated  in  Npv.  Dec.  • 
and  Jan.  last,  which  relate  to  the  state  of 
the  water  and  provisions  on  board  the 
squadron  under  his  orders,  or  which  may 
have  described  the  actual  or  probdble  ne*- 
cessity  of  his  putting  the  crews  of  the 
ships  upon  short  allowance  thereof,  and  of 
the  replies  thereto.  4.  An  Ac  count  shew- 
ing the  time  that  the  squadron  under  the 
orders  of  rear-admiral  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  or 
any  of  the  ships  belonging  to  it,  was  at 
short  allowance  of  water  and  provisions,  in 
Nov.  Dec.  and  Jan.  last ;  and  to  what  pro- 
porUons,  and  in  what  articles,  the  usual 
allowance  to  the  crews  had  been  reduced ; 
and  copies  of  any  orders  which  had  been 
given  by  the  rear-admiral  for  that  pur-? 
3  L 
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pose.  5l  Copies^  or  extracts^  of  all  I^et- 
ters  received  by  the  admiralty,  or  by  ad- 
miral lord  Gardner,  from  rear-admiral  sir 
Rd.  Strachan,  stating  any  reason  which 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  quit  his  sta- 
tion before  the  port  of  Rochfort,  prior  to 
the  sailing  of  the  French  squadron  from 
that  port,  in  Jan.  last ;  and  likewise  the 
copies,  or  extracts,  of  all  letters  stating 
any  reasons  which  have  made  it  necessary 
for  htn),  subsequent  thereto,  to  take  pro- 
visions and  "water  out  of  the  ships  cruizing 
offFetTol/' 

Mr.  Wdle$ley  Poie  professed  an  inclina- 
tion to  grant  ievery  paper  that  could  with 
propriety  be  given.  The  whole  of  the 
letters  of  sir  K.  Strachan  to  lord  Gardner 
and  admiral  Young,  could  not  with  pro- 
priety be  given,  as  they  detailed  the  course 
whicK  the  commander  of  the  blockading 
squadron  thought  it  best,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  pursue.  He  had  not  seen 
the  motions  till  he  had  entered  the  house. 
They  had  not  been  sent  to  the  admiralty 
nor  any  where  else,,  for  the  information  of 
the  persons  entrusted  with  the  particular 
department*  to  consider  how  far  it  would 
be  proper  to  comply  with  them.  By  the 
latest  accounts  received  from  sir  Richard 
Strachan,  which  were  dated  Jan.  18,  it 
would  be  found  that,  on  dividing  the  sup- 
plies, each  line-of-battle  ship  had  ten 
iveeks  bread,  and  13  or  14  weeks  meat, 
with  a  like  quantity  of  every  other  neces- 
sary, and  six  Weeks  and  five  days  water. 
The  frigates  were  still  better  supplied  than 
the  sh^)s  of  the  line.  The  Mediator  was 
not  a  transport,  but  a  large  man  of  war ; 
the  order  for  fitting  her  out.  was  issued  on 
Dec.'  4,  but  it  was  impossible,  from  the 
tempestuous  weatt^er,  to  prepare  her  till 
the  2 1st  of  that  month.  The  same  cause 
prevented  her  sailing  till  the  8th  of  Jan. 
They  joined  on  the  12th  of  that  month, 
but  it  was  not  till  the'  1 8th  that  the  clear- 
fng  of  the  Mediator  commenced,  and  it 
was  not  finished  till  the  19th.  The  Me- 
diator, in  addition  to  the  other  supplies, 
contained  a  large  quantity  of  vegetables, 
And  40  bullocks.  The  hon.  gent,  was 
compelled  to  admit,  that  two  line-of-bat- 
tle ships  joined  sir  Rd.  Strachan's  squa- 
dron on  the  I6th  of  January,  the  Colos- 
sus and  the  Superb,  with  the  Lavinia  fri- 
gate, one  of  the  finest  in  the  navy,  victu- 
alled for  five  months.  On  the  23d  the 
Cumberland  joined ;  and  there  was  then 
^n.  average  supply  of  ten  weeks  bread, 
1 3  weeks  of  other  articles,  six  weeks  and 
five  days  w.aiter,  40*  bullocks;  and  three  I 


fresh  ships.  On  the  23d,  a  transport  and 
a  gun-brig  joined,  with  every  species 
of  provisions ;  but  the  admiral  sent  thent 
back  to  Plymouth,  not  being  in  ftuch  want 
as  to  induce  him  to  delay  his  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  of  whose  course  he  had  got 
information.  It  was  not  true  that  sir 
Richard  Strachan  had  been  oblit^ed  to  get 
supplies  from  the  squadron  ofi*  Ferrol,  or 
that  he  had  gone  ofr  that  port.  It  was  oit 
the  23d  that  sir  Richard  Strachan  had" 
intelhgence  of  the  sailing  of  the  enemy» 
and  it  was  not  till  the  29th  that  be  had 
reason  to  be  certain  of  the  fact.  From 
the  23d  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind,  and  it  waa 
impossibly  to  clear  the  bay.  In  the  at- 
tempt to  clear  Oleron  light-house,  he  car* 
ried  away  his  main-yard,  which  was  knowa 
to  be  no  light  mischief  at  sea.  He  stop- 
ped three  days  to  distribute  the  provisions 
equally  among  the  ships,  but  not  to  take 
any  other  supplies  ;  and  so  far  was  he  from 
bemg  unable  to  pursue  the  enemy,  that  h^ 
was  now  probably  far  up  thei  Mediterra- 
nean, havmg  received  intelligence  of  their 
having  takenr  that  course.  Having  said 
thus  much  as  to  the  state  of  the  squadron 
under  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  he  would  now 
come  to  the  wanton,  indecent,  and  un- 
founded attack  which  the  hon.  gent,  had 
gone  out  of  his  way  to  make  on  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  or  the  admiralty.  It  was 
certainly  to  be  lamented  if  supplies  could 
not  be  sent  in  so  regular  and  copious  a 
manner  as  not  to  leave  a  wish  or  a  want 
ungratified.  But  let  gentlemen  consider 
all  that  the  admiralty  £ad  to  do  in  addition 
to  former  duties.  The  fleet  from  the  Bal- 
tic arrived  at  Sprthead  on  the  6th  Nov. 
having  16  sail  of  the  line,  10  fricates,  and 
1 5  sloops,  under  its  convoy,  with  a  -  part 
of  the  British  crews.  This  fleet  had  en- 
countered much  bad  weather,  and  some 
.of  the  ships  were  lost  coming  to  the  Downs 
from  Yarmouth.  Some  time  was  required 
to  put  the  ships  and  crews  to*  rights,  so  as 
to  be  efficient  for  service  ;  and  he  should 
surprize  the  hon.  gent,  by  telling  him  how 
soon  that  was  done.  In  the  course  of 
Nov.  there  were  12  sail  of  the  line  atf  Stl 
Hden's  waiting  for  the  Russian  fleet.  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  was  sent  "with  six  sail  to 
Lisbon,  and  five  sari  were  sent  after  him  ; 
a  force  by  means  of  which  he  was  enabled 
to  rescue  the  Prince  Regent  and  royal 
family  of  Portugal,  and  to  send  them  to  the 
Brazils  with  a  convoy  of  feur  sail,  and  to 
contmue  the  blockade  of  the  TAgus  in  the 
most  efiectual  manner.  Four  sail  of  the 
line  were  besides  vent  with  sir  S.  Hood  t» 
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^cure Madeira.    WUh  all  tbeseoccasions^ 
added  to  that  x>f  the  blockade  of  Brest, 
other  difficulties  arose  in  sending  supplies 
of  provisions  to  sir  Rd.  Strachan's  squa* 
dron>  particularly  from  the  tempestuous 
state  of  the  weather.    The  best  mode  of 
relieving   blockading    squadrons  was  to 
send  fresh  ships ;  ^e  men  had  thus  an 
opportmiity  ot  beia^  refreshed,  and  the 
wear  and  tear  of  ships  was  n^uch  dimi- 
nished.   He  could  not  here  omit  paying 
a  just  tribute  to  the  patience  and  zeal  of 
the  officers  of  the  squadron  under  sir  Rd. 
Strachan,  who  bore  every  hardship  with 
cheerfulness  for  the  good  of  their  country. 
Every  attention  and  relief  was  due  to  such 
men;   but  the  admiralty  could  only  apr 
propnafee  ^uch  means  of  relief  as  they  had. 
Was,  it  consistent  with  the  public  service 
to  allow  sir  S.  Smith  to  rest  idle  froni  want 
of  sufficient  force  ?     Was  it  desirable  to 
keep  back  the  expedition  under  sir  S. 
Hood,  and  to  suffer  the  Russian  fleet,  if 
it  had  'Come  out,  to  proceed  home  unmo- 
lested?    Certainly  no  Englishman  would 
say  so.    Every  relief  competent  with  cir- 
cumstances   had    been    afforded   to  the 
blockading  squadrons.    The  ships  ordered 
to  the  relief  of  sir  Rd.  Strachan's  squadron 
were  the  Bellerophon,  which,  when  partly 
fitted  out,  was  found  to  be  so  bad  that  it 
was  necessary  to  take  her  into  dock  at 
Plymouth  to  be  repaired.    The  Superb, 
Colossus^  and  Cumberland   joined :    the 
Spencer  was  prepared,  but  prevented  from 
joining  by  an  epidemic  disorder  breaking 
out  among  her  crew.    He  would  leave  it 
to  naval  authorities  whether  a  relief  of 
five  ships  upon  seven  was  not  ample  and 
adequate.     Sir  Rd.  Strachan  w^s  driven 
from  his  anchorage  in  Basque  roads  by 
bad  weather.     He  met  the  relief  ships  in 
the  rendezvous  appointed  in  his  last  gene- 
ral letter.    Sir  Rd.  was  now  up  the  Me- 
diterranean; Brest, was  blockaded;  Ma- 
deira was  looked  to ;  the  West  Indies  were 
safe  ^  and  we  had  a  tolerable  force  to  look 
the  Am^ican  gentlemen  in  the  face  if 
they  should  prove  refractory.    The  admi- 
ralty, so  long  as  it  was  directed  by  the 
noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of  it,  would 
not  shrink  from  any  attack  that  might  be 
made  by  the  hon.  gent,  opposite.    Let 
.the  charges  be  brougnt  forward  upon  the 
papers.;  but  let  not  a  premature  and  un- 
candid  aspersion  be  cast  upon  a  man  who 
stood  as  high  as  any  other  in  the  comitry. 
The  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  reading  a 
resolution  which  was  nearly  the  same  in 
substance  as  what  had  been  moved  by  Mr. 


Calcrafi;,  and  expressing  his  willingness  t» 
grant  any  information  which  could,  with- 
out danger  to  the  public  interest,  be  given. 
Earl  Ten^  observed,  that  certainly  the 
resolutions  read  by  the  hon,  gent,  could 
not  answer  the  purpose  of  his  hon.  friend, 
as  there  was  omitted  ia  them  the  letter  of 
sir  Rd.  Strachan  to  lord  Gardner,  applying  - 
for  relief.  He  said  that  the  weaker  could 
not  have  been  so  tempestuous  at  that  tirne^ 
as  he  knew  that  from  the  6th  of  Nov.  ta 
the  25th  of  Dec.  ships  sailed  daily  west- 
ward from  Portsmouth.  The  charge 
brought  against  the  board  was  sufficiently 
plain,  arising  out  of  the  fact  that  sir  Rd* 
Strachan  was  obliged,  to.  leave  his  cruizing 
ground  to  meet  victuallers;  but  by  re- 
maining at  Rochfort  he  would  be  obliged 
to  capitulate  for  want  of  provisions. 

Lord  Castkreagh  stated,  that  the  Adrian 
cutter  had  sailed  with  victuallers  on  the 
Hth  of  Nov.  and  had  arrived  on  the  30th* 
Mr.  W.  Pole  rose  to  supply  an  omis- 
sion in  his  statement.  The  Colossus 
joined  on  the  12th,  and  the  enemy  did  not 
come  out  till  the  18th  of  Jan.  Our  squa- 
dron and  the  Collossus  did  not  communi- 
cate till  the  18th,  and  on  account  of  foul 
weather,  the  Mediator  was  not  cleared  till 
the  J  9th. 

Mr.  Cdcrqft,  in  reply,  observed  that  be 
was  not  aware  that  any  observations  he 
had  felt  it  his  dut}*^  to  make,  deserved  so 
harsh  a  character  as  the  hon.  gent,  had 
been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  them.  In 
the  little  he  had  to  offer  at  any  time  to 
the  house,  he  was  not  much  in  the  habit 
of  indulging  in  charges,  or  making  use  of 
terms  that  coi:^d  justly  be  stigmatized  as 
indecent.  He  had  questioned  the  condoct 
of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  admi- 
ralty upon  two  grounds ;  one  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  sir  Home  Popham  to  an  emi- 
nent command  under  circumstances  that 
bad  excited  a  considerable  irritation ;  aa 
appointment  which  he  had  thought,  zjoA 
did  still  think,  extremely  ill  judged :  it  was 
an  appointment  that  had  given  rise  to  a 
very  general  sensation  of  well-grounded 
jealousy  among  the  officers  of  the  British 
navy.  The  public  prints  had  recorded 
their  dissatisfaction ;  it  was  a  cii*cumstance 
known  throughout  the  country,  nor  did  the 
country  think  those  officers  had  been  weU 
treated.  .  His  other  ground  of  objection 
was  the  reprehensible  neglect  of  our  sqiia- 
dron  off  Kochfort.  The  hon.  gent,  had 
ingeniously  steered  clear  of  both;  these 
topics  and  thought  the  house  would  sup- 
pose he  was  anawering  them  when  he  was. 
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giving  hfs  Tery  acCntMe  details  6f  what  he 
and  his  colleagues  had  done;  and  with 
what  ?  the  British  navy !  There  was,  no 
doubt,  great  reason  fbr  boasting  what  a 
man  could  do  with  such  an  instrument  as 
the  British  fleet.  He  had  told  them  that 
torest  was  now  blockaded ;  bat  did  he  for- 
get that  the  abandoning  of  that  very 
blockade  was  one  of  the  consequences  of 
the  neglect  of  the  Rochfort  squadron? 
that  sir  John  Duckworth,  on  hearing  of 
the  escape  of  the  enemy  from  Rochfort, 
Bet  out  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  that  Brest 
was  left  open  for  7  or  8  days  ?  As  to  what 
had  ftillen  from  the  hon.  gent,  as  to  th6 
propriety  of  sending  him  a  previous  com- 
munication of  what  resolutions  he  had  to 
aubmit  to  the  house,  he  reminded  the  hon. 
gent,  that  the  moment  he  got  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  he  shewed  it  to  him  ;  and 
that  he  had  yesterday  a  personal  commu- 
nication with  him  on  the  substance  of 
what  he  meant  to  move  for ;  therefore  the 
h&a,  gent,  could  not  be  taken  by  suiprize. 
But,  as  to  the  propriety  of  sending  a  copy 
to  the  board  of  admiralty,  or  any  other 
board  whatever,  he  conceived  himself  un- 
der no  such  obligation.  He  made  that 
inotion  in  his  place,  as.  a  member  of  par- 
liament ;  and  he  would  not  descend  from 
that  character,  or  compromise  its  dignity, 
bv  assenting  to  such  a  position.  He  con- 
eluded  by  pledging  himself  to  the  house 
to  make  good  his  statements,  when  the 
{Miners  moved  for  were  laid  upon  the  table, 
k— The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 
[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  H,  Petty 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  more  fbr  in- 
fisrmation,  tending  to  shew  what  mea- 
tores  had  been  taken  to  insure  the  col- 
lateral exectttioR  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
by  the  powers  ih  alliance  with  his  majesty. 
l/nless  Sweden  imposed  similar  restric- 
tions, the  restraints  imposed  by  us  were 
iMigatory.  Gottenburgh  might  be  made 
H  depot  from  which  American  produce  and 
the  produce  of  the  French  colonies  might 
hti  sent  to  all  the  southern  shores  of  the 
Baltic,  and  thence  circulated  through  Ger- 
many BSkd  Russia.  Sicily  also  might  be 
inide  an  entrepot  for  a  similar  transaction ; 
so  might  Sardinia.  In  order  to  ascertain 
ivhat  ministers  had  done  on  this  point,  he 
tnot^,  "  That  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  majesty,  praying  that  there 
be. laid  before  the  house  the  substance  of 
•idl  communications  with  powers  in  amity 
^ith  his  majesty,  tduehmg  the  Orders  ih 
Council  of  the  Uth  November." 
.    Mie  0m(M>r  qf  ihc  Exoheqaer  rose  to 


give  his  negative  to  the  Itaotion  of  tlie 
noble  lolfd,  Mp6ii  the  fblloliriti^  gromnte: 
in  the  first  place,  the  observation's  of  thii* 
noble  lord  were  applicable  to  the  article' 
of  cotton  only :  and,  in  the  next  place,  he' 
informed  the  house,  thiat  there  was  no  dis- 
inclination whatever  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty's  allied  to  concur  in  the  system 
which  goyemment  had  found  it  expedient' 
to  adopt  in  the  present  petiod  of  the  war;' 
and  that  assurances  had  been  received 
from  Sweden,  in  particular,  of  the  \nlliM- 
ness  of  that  government  to  give  every  fi- 
cility  for  carrying  that  system  into  full 
effect.  A  general  assurance  of  this  na- 
ture had  hifcen  received,  but  it  could  not 
be  supposed,  that  any  distinct  and  decisive 
expression  of  approbation  of  the  whole  de- 
tails of  the  measure  had  been  received, 
because  those  details  Were  not  yet  finally 
arranged,  and  were  still  subjc^ct  to  the  de-^ 
cision  of  parliament. 

Sir  A.  Piggott  asked  if  it  was  not  pro- 
posed to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  exportation 
of  sugar?  he  understood  this  to  be  the 
intention;  and,  if  so,  it  might  be  carried 
direct  from  America  toSw^d^n:  and  as 
Sweden  had  iio  sugar  colonies  except  the 
small  island  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  and 
consequently  had  no  sugar  monopoly  to 
protect,  he  did  not  think  it  probable  that 
the  govemihent  of  that  country  ^dnld 
concur  in  imposing  a  duty  upon  this  ar- 
ticle merely  to  sccurethfe  British  mono- 
poly. He  wished  to  know,  therefore,  what 
assurances  ministers  had  received  that 
Gottenburgh  Would  not  be  converted  into 
a  depot  for  supplying  the  continent  with 
colonial  produce. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchcfur  replied, 
that  government  had  receivecf  general  as- 
surances of  the  readiness  of  Sweden  to  con- 
cur in  giving  effect  to  tlie  measure. 

Mr.  Ponsonln/  said,  that  if  the  king  of 
Sardinia  co-operated  in  the  measure,  the 
result  of  this  co-operatibn,  as  to  him,'Would 
be  to  deprive  him  of  the  only  part  oif  his 
dominions  of  Ivhlch  he  was  Still  in  posses- 
sion; and  if  Sweden  refilled  to  co-operate, 
which  he  thought  not  at  all  imritobable', 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  told  the  housi 
that  she  was  to  be  compelled  to  concur  itt 
it.  And  this  Was  the  reward  which  was 
to  be  conferred  Upon  our  bnly  remaining 
ally !  this  the  entouragemfent  which  Wfe 
held  out  t(>  other  nations;  to Attach  them- 
selves to  our  cause ! '  thisthe  motive  Which 
we  presented  td  those  powers  by  Whom 
we  had  been  deserted,  t6  return  to  liieil: 
old  connection  witJi  ufi! 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ'IC 


m]  PAUL.  IffiBATBS,  MskiicR 

feir.  ^M^y  C^mning  stated,  that  the 
kmg  of  Sardinia  was  not  an  ally  of  tliis 
coimtry,  and  that 'he  h^idoiever  l^een  tk^ed 
to  concur  in  the  weasore ;  and  that  fVoin 
the  Icing  of  Sweden,  who  was  our  ally,  the 
moat  satisfactory  assurances  on  this  head 
had  befen  received,— After  a  short  reply 
from  lord  H.  Petty,  a  division  look  place  : 
For  the  liiotibn  71.     Against  it  130. 

LiVBRPOoL  PjernriON  itfesl^feciiKG  thk 
OttDERs  IN  CotNCfL  BifLL.]  General  ^At- 
ccyne  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Mer- 
chants of  Liverpool  against  Hie  Orders  ift 
Council  bill.  He  said  he  was  sensible  of 
the  readiness  with  which  parliament  amd 
ministers  attended  to  the  petitions  of  the 
pe<fple,  and  the  high  respectability  of  th« 
Liverpool-  merchants  would,  he  was  per- 
suaded, obtain  for  them  all  du^  attention. 
He  was  aware  that  the  forms  of  parliament 
might  operate  against  his  motion  for  re- 
ceiving the  present  petition,  and  ^  was 
far  from  wishing  for  any  departure  from 
its  rules.  The  petition,  however,  did  not 
go  to  oppose  the  duties^  but  the  spirit  of 
the  btll,  while  it  expressed  apprehensions 
that  from  the  nature  of  tKe  warfare,  we 
might  \096  much,  and  the  enemy  gain. 
Liverpool  at  present  possessed  three-" 
fouitns  of  the  trade  with  America ;  ahd 
the  disbursements  amounted  to  150>0(X)1. 
annually  for  the  last  three  years.  From 
bearin^'So  great  a  portion,  Liverpool  would 
be  most  particularly  affected ;  and  he 
therefore  hoped  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  ireceiving  the  petition  against  the 
present  bill. 

The  Spcoktr  asked  if  the  Petition  was 
gainst  the  bill  which  pi'ovided  certain 
duties  under  the  Orders  in  Council? 

General  Gascoyne  anilwered,  that  it  only 
went  to  oppose  certain  clauses,  but  not 
the  bill  in  the  general  view. 

Tlie  Speaker  stated  the  usage  of  the 
house  to  be,  not  to  'receive  any  petition 
against  a  duty  bill.  If  the  hon.  general 
could  satisfy  the  house  that  his  petition 
did  not  come  under  this  description,  it 
might  be  received  ;  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  T^rmey  observed,  that  the  house  was 
obliged  to  the  Speaker  for  the  distinct 
manner  in  which  h^  had  stated  the  usage 
of  the  house.  This  was  a  most  important 
petition.  Interests  of  the  greatest  magni- 
tude were  concerned  in  it;  yet  th^sc  pe- 
titioners were  now  to  be  told,  that  they 
could  not  be  heard.  Where  then  could 
they  be  beard?  Was  there  any  course 
ibr  them  to  pursue  to  obtain  a  he^rhig  F 
Or  did  ^t  houise  stmd  iki  this  unfortunate 
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predicament,  that  though  well  dh^sed  l» 
listen  to  the  petitioners,  they  could  not,  in< 
point  of  form,  attend  to  them  ?     If  bo>  it 
was  the  only  instance  that  ever  bad  oc«v 
curred  in  the  history  of  parliament  where' 
petitioners  were  rejected,  without  some 
other  mode  being  pointed  out  by  which 
they  might  state  their  complaints.    He; 
professed  his  respect  for  the  usage  of  ad- 
mitting no  petitiims  against  tax  bills,  be- 
cause,  if  petitions  should    be    reoeitred* 
against  them  in  the  session  in  which  th^y 
passed,  every  one  would  be  so  aiucious  te 
shif^the  burthen  fVom  himtelf,  that  the- 
public  business  could  not  be  carried  on» 
But  this  petition  was  not  against  the  du- 
ties,   but    against  the  regulations;    and 
though  it  was  contrary  to  the  lettel*,  it  was 
perfectly  consistent  wiih  the  ^irit  of  the 
usage.    This  tax  was,  besides,  not  within 
the  principle  of  duties,  for  it  was  merely 
a  tax  on  foreigners,  laid  with  a  view  not 
to  revenue,  but  to  the  carrying  into  tfStet 
cefrtain  commercial  regulations.    Against 
these  this  petition  was  presented,  and  the 
petitioners   would    hive    the     strongest' 
ground  of  complaint  if  they  were  shut  out 
from  bringing  eiridence  to  prove  their  al-. 
legations.    The  house  too  had  much  reason 
to  complain.    Hitherto  the  responsibility* 
of  these  Orders  rested  with  those  who  ad- 
vised them ;  but  when  the  bill  passed  i^ 
would   rest  with  the  house;    Could  the 
members  say,  that  they  had  sufficient  evi- 
dence from  commercial  men,  that  they* 
were  just  and  proper  ?    Had  the  ministers^ 
satisfied  them  with  their  speeches  ?   Th^re 
Were  grounds  to  suppose  from  what  had 
passed  that  some  of  the  provisions  wduki 
be  changed,  so  little  had  ministers  them- 
selves matured  their  measure.  But  all  that 
the  petitioners  had  in  the  wmld  was  at  stake* 
The  minister^  said,  that  this  was  a  bill  *  for 
the  protection  of  trade;'  the  petitioners 
said,  that  they  would  shew  that  it  was  ft 
bill  not  for  the  protection,  but  for  the  de- 
struction of  trade.    Would  the  house  take 
upon  itoelf  the  intolerable  responsibilily  of 
this  measure,  without  listening  to  such  a 
heavy  complaint  preferred  fVom  such  n 
quarter?     It  was  an  intolerable  hardship 
on  the  petitioners,  to  be  sent  back  mis- 
heard, merely  through  the  negligence  and 
blunders  of  the  miidsters.    They  might, 
upon  a  pretence  of  this  sort,  deprive  a 
man  of  his  estate,  without  allowing  him 
to  be  heard,  by  inserting  in  the  bill  a^ 
duty  upon  the  stamp  for   the  convey- 
ance.   Our  ancestors  had  prevented  such 
things,  by  eoti&iiDg  the   duties  to  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PARI*  JDEBATES>  Mabch  3,  lBO^^^Lmtp9ol  Petition  rtg/cciing       [89J 


oommittee  of  ways  and  meaoB,  and 
originating  other  things  in  such  a  way  as 
to  allow  petitioners  to  be  heard.  Mr. 
Pitt  had  been  scrupulous  in  avoiding  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  where  he 
could ;  and  of  this  the  cases  of  the  conso- 
lidation of  the  duties,  and  the  two-penny 
post  duty,  were  instances.  Oh»  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  imi- 
tate Mr.  Pitt  in  what  was  just  and  proper, 
as  wiell  as  in  his  mistakes !  All  that  the 
petitioners  desired^  was  to  be  heard  some 
way.  He  "had  evven  the  right  hon,  gent, 
some  credit  for  his  mistake  in  this  busi- 
ness ;  but  he  could  not  even  give  him  that 
now,  since  he  found  that  he  perseyered 
in  his  plan,  .and  »o  shut  out  petitioners. 
Was  this  to  be  endured,  especially  with 
such  petitions  on  the  table,  where  it  was 
stated;  that  thirty  or  forty  thousand  peo- 
ple were  deprived  of  bread  ?  The  present 
petition  was  not  a  party  one,  kior  could 
such  a  thing  be  even  alleged,  for  it  was 
known,  that  many  who  sisned  it  were 
friendly  to  administration.  Would  minis- 
ters thus  aggravate  the  distress  of  the 
people  ?  ii&  had  given  them^  credit  for 
pitying  them ;  but  if  they  rejected  this 
petition,  he  would  give  them  no  such 
credit.  Here  we  were  told,  not  of  forty 
thousand  people,  as  in  the  other  petitions, 
but  of  four  hundred  thousand,  who  would 
be  deprived  of  bread  by  the  destruction 
of  the  Liverpool  trade;  a  circumstance 
^(lat  would  spread  devastation  over  all  the 
surrounding  country.  Usage  in  such  a 
case  as  this  ought  to  stand  by,  as  the  pe- 
titioners had  been  shut  out  by  the  neglect 
of  the  house.  He  said,  that  the  same 
course  ought  to  have  been  taken  here  as 
in  the  case  of  the  convoy  tax,  where  a 
committee  of  trade  and  navigation  had 
been  appointed.  He  had  thought  this 
from    the   beginning   a  most  important 

"  point,  and  now  the  difficulty  began  to  be 
felt.  The  forms  of  the  house  were  the 
peifection  of  wisdom  for  the  convenience, 
of  business,  as  the  common  law  had  been 
called  the  perfection  of  yeason.  The  de- 
parture from  these  had  placed  the  house 
m  this  unpleasant  predicament.  •  But  it 
was  impossible  that  the  house  could,  with 
any  shadow  of  justice  or  prudence,  refuse 

^  to  hear  the  petitioners  in  some  way  or 

.  other. 

.  The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  the  bill  before  the  house  went 
to  levy  certain  duties.to  carry  on  the  wai-, 
and  the  petition,  in  opposing  the  bill, 
obviously  went  againstdevying  those  dur 


ties,  and  could  not,  therefore,  consistently 
with  regard  to  the  usages  of  parliament, 
be  received.  The  precedent  would  prove 
injurous,  by  establishing  a  deviation  from 
so  wise  and  necessary  a  principle  of  not 
admitting  petitions  against  supplies  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
state.  He  lamented  as  much  as  any  man 
the  pressure  attendant  upon  the  war ;  but 
there  could  be  no  general  good  in  such 
cases,  without  some  partial  evils ;  and  the 
interests  and  safety  of  the  state  would  be 
sacrificed,  if  we  permitted  ourselves  to  be 
diverted  from  general  purposes,  by  yield* 
ing  to  complaints  of  a  local  /nature.  Un- 
der these  considerations  he  was  sorry. to 
'be  under  the  necessity  of  opposing  the 
motion  for  receiving  the  petition. 

Mr.  Ponsordn/  considered  that  the  peti- 
tion, both  in  form  and  substance,. was  ad- 
missible, and  contended  that  from  the 
great  interest  the  petitioners  had  in  the 
bill,  they  had  aright  to  be  heard  upon  die 
subject. 

Lord  Ccutlereagh  insisted  that  the  usages 
of  parliament,  which  it  was  so  necessary 
to  nold  sacred  in  respect  to  the  necessary 
supplies  for  the  public,  service,  would  not 
admit  of  the  petition  being  received,  and 
enforced  the  other  arguments  adduced  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  Sheridan  could  see  no  good  reason 
for  refusing  to  receive  the  petition  ; ;  and 
entered  into  some  general  arguments 
against  the  tendency  of  the  measure  of 
wnich  the  petitioners  complained. 

General  Tarleton  wished  the  petition  to 
be  received,  although  it  was  not  signed  by 
any  one  of  the  1461  voters  who  supported 
him  at  the  last  election  ;  nor  was  he  re- 
quested by  any  one  of  those  voters  to  in- 
terfere in  its  behalf.  The  hon.  .ofHcer 
took  occasion  to  inveigh  against  the  want 
of  national  spirit  on  the  part  of  opposi- 
tion ;  and  on  their  disposition  to  pane- 
gyrize the  talents  of  foreign  generals, 
while  they  overlooked  the  merit  of  their 
own  countrymen.  These-  gentlemen  were^ 
in  his  apprehension,  pursuing  a  dreadful 
course  ;  which,  although  perhaps  their 
only  object  was  to  turn  out  ministers, 
would  tend  to  torn  out  the  country  [a 
laugh.]  The  hon.  officer  bore  testimony 
to  the  respectability  of  Mr.  Rathbone,  the 
delegate  from  Liverpool,  but  he  did  not 
like  his  sectarian  principles. 

Mr.  Whithread  observed,  that  his  gallatnt 
friend  seemed  to  allude  to  some  remarks  of 
his  on  a  former  evening,  relative  to  the 
talents  of  foreign  officers;   but  however 
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transcendant  those  talenfs  were,  or  how- 
ever much  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
them  to  any  part  of  the  empire,  he  had 
the  consolation  to  think,  there  was  one 
place  which  defied  their  attack ;  that  at 
least  Berwick  was  safe.  [A  laugh,  general 
Tarleton  being  now  governor  of  Berwick.] 
The  hon.  member  argued  forcibly  in  favour 
•f  the  motion. 

Mr.  Huskissan  observed,  that  every  pro- 
viso of  the  bill  against  which  the  petition 
was  levelled  containing  the  imposition  of 
a  duty,  it  was  completely,  a  money  bill, 
and  therefore  the  motion  could  not  at  all 
be  acceded  to,  consistently  with  the  usage 
of  the  house. 

Lord  H.  Petfy  said,  that  his  object  was 
to  rescue  the  petition  from  the  represen- 
tation made  of  it  by  the  hon.  member  who 
had  just  sat  down,  and  to  shew  it  was  a  pe- 
tition against  the  bill  by  its  title,  and 
therefore  not  within  the  meaning  of  the 
established  usage  of  the  house.  The  title 
of  the  bill  was,  'a  Bill  more  effectually  to 
carry  into  execution  certain  Orders  in 
Council/  He  contended,  therefore,  that 
there  was  no  ground  of  usaee  that  could 
preclude  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  from' 
being  heard  upon  so  important  a  question. 
The  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  bill  had  not  been 
divided,  but  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  liouse,  in  which  the  petitioners  were 
heard  by  their  counsel  against  the  bill,  the 
counsel  having  been  warned  to  confine 
themselves  to  the  matter  of  the  regulations, 
and  not  to  meddle  with  the  part  of  the 
bill  granting  duties.  Wei-e  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool  not  to  be  allowed  that  privi- 
lege which  had  been  granted  to  chapmen, 
hawkers,  and  pedlars  ?  Was  the  house  to 
h^ave  its  doors  hermetically  sealed  against 
the  petitions  of  the  people  ?  He  trusted, 
however,  that  they  would  not  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  led  away  from  their  duty  by 
his  majesty^s  ministers,  but  decide  that 
they  would  hear  the  petitioners  then  at 
the  bar,  on  a'  question  of  such  vital  im- 
portance to  the  trade  and  prosperity  of 
the  empire. 

Mr.  Rose  contended,  that  the  usage 
which  precluded  the  reception  of  the  peti- 
tion, had  never  been  departed  from.  *  The 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars  bill,  had  been  rather 
of  regulation  and  police  than  of  duties,  ancjl 
therefore  was  not  analogous  to  the  present 
case.  If  the  house  were  to  throw  open 
its  doors  in'  the  present  instance,  they 
would  never  be  able  to  close  them  ;  for 
whatever  might  be  the  nature  of  a  tax 
hereafter   to   be    proposed,    their    table 


would  be  covered  with  petitions  against 
it,  on  the  authority  of  this  precedent. 

Mr.  Slwridan  rose  to  a,  point  of  order. 
He  said  that  it  had  been  declared  from  the 
other  side  of  the  house  .in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  the  authority  of  the  Chair  bad 
decided  against  the  claims  of  the  petiti- 
oners to  be  heard  in  this  instance,  and 
that  authority  had  been  quoted,  and  made 
the  ground  oi  arguments  in  the  discussion. 
Now,  the  point  of  order  to  which  he  rose 
was,  that  as  he  had  not  heard  any  such  opi- 
nion stated  from  the  Chair,  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  question  had  been  sa 
decided  upon  from  the  Chair  ? 

The  Speaker  then  rose  and  said,  that 
the  house  must  perceive  he  was  called 
upon  innoiisual  way  ;  however,  he  should 
not  shrink  from  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  whenever  he  should  be  called  upon 
to  perform  it.     He  apprehended  that  any 
member  of  that  house,  who  might  have 
had  the  honour  of  being  appointed  to  the_ 
chair,  had  two   duties  to  perform.    The 
first  was,  when  a  member  thought  proper 
to  consult  him  upon  any  question  touching 
the  forms  of  that  house,  or  the  nature  of 
its  proceedings,  he  was  always  ready,  as, 
indeed^  it  was  his  duty,  to  state  to  him  his 
personal  opinion,  upon  the  point  submitted 
to  his  consideration.    It  was  also  his  duty, 
whenever  a  question  arose  in  the  course 
of  their  proceeding,  respecting  the  orders, 
forms,  or  usages  of  that  house,  to  explaii^ 
the  rules  of  its  conduct,  and  the  nature  of 
the  particular  order  or.  usage  that  might 
bear  upon  the  question,  always  leaving  it 
to  the  house  to  make  the  application.    It 
was  not  for  him  by  an  avowal  of  his  opi- 
nion to  attempt  to  sway  the  debates  of  that 
house.     If,  however,  it  should  be  the  plea- 
sure of  the  house,  to  call  upon  him  for  his 
opinion,  he  should  be  res^dy  to  deolare  it; 
for  he  did  not  fear  to  state  his  opinion. 
But  the  matter  was  still  a  question  in  the 
house,  and  upon  it  the  house  alone  could, 
by  a  vote,  decide.     He  had  stated  what 
the  usage  was,  and  that,  if  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  a  Money  bill,  pursuant 
to  such  usage  no  petition  could  be  received 
against  it.     But  he  had  understood   the 
house  to  have  been  debating  the  question, 
whether  the  bill  was  a  Money  bill  or  not. 

Upon  that  point,  a  vote  of  the  house  alone 
could  be  decisive  ;  and  if,  in  the  only  case 
in  which  he  could  be  called  on  for  an  opi- 
nion upon  it,  in  the  case  of  a  balanced  opi- 
nion in  the.  house,  it  should  be  his  duty  to 
pronounce  that  opinion,  he  would  know 
how  to  do  his  duty ;  b|it,  until  then,  it 
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waA  not  jEbr  him  tp  express  any  oficial 
opinio^• 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  joatice  to  himself;  to 
l^e  houae,  and  to  the  chair,  was  bound  to 
4{i3(pUiin  the  motive  which  induced  him  to 
put  the  question  to  the  chair.  He  had 
npt  the  most  distant  idea  of  putting  his 
qu^tion  from  any  feeling  of  disrespect  to 
the  ghair.  He  had  heard  the  hon.  i^tte- 
niea  opposite  assert,  that  the  opinion  had 
been  decisively  given  by  the  chair,  which 
atateoient  he  very  much  ({ueationed,  and 
he  was  happy  to  find  that  his  opinion  was 
confirmed  by  what  had  fallen  from  the 
chair. — A  division  then  took  place« 
For  receiving  the  Petition    -     -     80 

Against  it 128 

lyjajority  against  it     - 4s8 

List  qf  th^  Minority, 
Ahercromby,  J.  M*Kenzi6,  general 

Adam,  W.  Maddocks,  W.  A. 

Anstrqiher,  *ir  J.        Mahon,  viscount 
Aubrey,  sir  J.  Mnrtin,  H. 

-    •  Miller,  sir  T. 


Baring,  A. 
Baring,  Thos. 
Bernard,  S. 
Blackburne,  John 
Blackbtirne,JohnJ. 
.  Bouv«rie,  £• 
Bradahftw,  A.  C. 
Broivne,  Anthoay 
Bynfo  G. 
Calcraft,  J. 
CalcrafV,  sir  G. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Colbome,N.W.R. 
Craig,  J. 

Pundas,  hon.  C.  L. 
I)undas,  bon.  R.  J. 
Ehrtogton,  viscpunt 
Eden.W.  F.  E. 
Elliott,  W. 
Fergusson,  S.  C. . 
Fi(^atrick,  R. 
Greenhill,  R. 
Grifbtabof^X 
Herbert,  Hv  A. 
Hibbert,  G. 
Hornec,  Francis 
Howard,  W. 
Hume,  w:  H. 
Jekyll,  Josepb 
Knox,  T. 
lamb,  W. 
l4atoucbe,  R. 
Lawrence,  F. 
Leach,  John 
Lemae,  Cbavles 
lipyd*  J.  IMU 
5,M5Wngton,  S, 
AXi^QJQ&ld>  James 


Mosley,  sir  O. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
North,  Dudley 
Ord,  W. 
OssulstOD,  lord 
Pamell,  H» 
PelhaiA,  hon.  C.  A. 
Fetty,  lord  H- 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
PoQSonby,  G. 
Fprchester,  lord 
Prittie,  F. 
Quin,W.H. 
Russel,  lord  W. 
Sharp,  R. 
Sbendaa,  R.  9. 
Shipley,  W. 
Smith,  W. 
Stanley,  lord 
Stanley,  Thomas 
Tarleton,  B. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Temple,  earl 
Tieroey,  G. 
Tracoy,  H. 
Walpole,  ban.  G. 
Ward,  hon.  J. 
Wardel,  G.  F. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wbitbread,  S. 
Windham,  W. 
Wynne,  sir  W.  W. 

Tellers. 
Gascoyne,  Isaac 
Creevey,  Thomas 


HOIiSE  OF  COMMONS, 

FrideQf,  MwTQh  4. 


LivBBPOov  Petition  againsti  rm  Oa- 
D^iis  IN  Council  Bill.]  Mr.  VUm^  hi^d 
in  his  hand  a  Petition  against  th^  Orders 
in  Council  BiU»  framed  in  consequence  of 
the  rejection  of  the  petition  froia  the  mer- 
chants of  Liverpool  offered  last  night. 
That  petition  being  incompatible  with  the 
orders  of  the  house,  the  present  was  &ame4 
to  suit  those  forms,  and  that  was  tiie  reason 
why  it  was  signed  only  with  the  names  of 
the  three  gentlemen  who  acted  as  dele- 
gates, instead  of  the  400  merchants  who 
had  signed  the  other. 

The  Chancellor  qf  tlte  Exchequer  haying 
heard  the  prayer  of  the  petition  readj 
feared  it  still  militated  against  the  forms  of 
the  house,  as  adverting  and  being  appli- 
cable principally^  if  Aot  exclusively,  to 
the  bill  before  the  house.  If  the  petiti- 
oners would  state  their  grievances  under 
the  Orders  in  Council  generally,  the  pe- 
tition might  be  received  and  attended  to. 

Mr.  Tiern^  defended  the  petition  against 
this  objection  of  applying  to  the  bill  be- 
fore the  house.  It  applied  simply  to  the 
Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Hufkiswn  argued  that  the  petition 
applied  substantially  to  the  bill  before Uie 
hpuse. 

Sir  Mm  4f^ruther  contended^  that  the 
undoubted  right  pf  the  subject  to  petition 
for.  redress  of  grievances  was  trifled'  with^ 
when  the  petitioners  verQ  told  one  day, 
Uiat  it  wa^  exceptionable  to  petition 
against  the  bill,  and  another  day  that  it 
was  equally  exceptionable  to^  petition 
against  the  Orders  in  Council ;  to  which 
he  contended  this  petition  exclusively  ap* 
plied. 

Mr.  S,  Bourne  argued  against  the.  peti- 
tion. If  his  msyesty  recommended  a  vi- 
gorous prosecution  of  the  war^it  would  be 
competent  to  petition  against  the  continue 
ance  of  the  war,  but  not  against  any  ta^ 
that  might  be  imposed  to  carry  on  the 
war. 

Mr.  Whiibread  maintained,  that  the  pe? 
tition  in  its  present  form  ought  to  be  re-' 
ceived.  The  present  petition  was,  in  fact, 
altered  from  a  form  which  was  obJ€;cted 
to,  to  a  form  deemed  unexceptionable*. 
If  the  petition  in  its  present  shape  was 
objected  to,  he  wished  to  know  in  what 
shape  the  aggrieved  persons  who  signed 
it  could  apply  for  redress. 

The  ClwnceUor  qft/te  Exchequ/er  felt  it  his 
4uty  to  oppose  the  petition  equally  as  the 
last,  if  it  was  in  terms  contrary  to  form. 
There  >vas  no  objection  but  in  point  of 
form;  ^'^  if  the  petitioii  were  put  in 
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proper  form,  no  doubt  the  house  would 
and  must  receive  it. 

Mr.  IV,  SfNUh  represented  the  extraor- 
dinary situation  in  which  the  house  would 
be,  if  by  any  captious  objections  in  point 
of  form,  the  grievances  of  the  petitioners 
should  not  be  taken  into  consideration  till 
the  bill  had  gone  out  of  the  house.  He 
understood  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer had  represented  the  measure  in  some 
of  his  conterences  with  the  merchants,  to 
be  not  a  measure  of  revenue :  why  then 
should  it  be  now  put  on  such  a  footing  in 
order  to  preclude  the  petition  ?  But,  in 
the  present  form  the  prayer  was  general, 
and  therefore  the  petition  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
it  possible  that  in  his  conferences  with  the 
merchants,  he  might  sometimes  have  said 
the  measure  was  not  intended  as  a  revenue 
measure,  neither  was  revenue  the  object, 
though  revenue  may  be  the  means  of  car- 
rying the  other  objects  into  execution. 
-.  Dr.  Laurence  thought  the  present  at- 
tempt to  get  rid  of  the  petition  a  tri^k  not 
unworthy  of  the  worst  attorney,  or  the 
worst  exciseman,  in  the  country.  He 
hoped  the  house  would  not  be  involved  in 
isuch  absurdity  as  to  come  to  a  decision, 
and  afterwards  find  themselves  under,  the 
necessity  of  hearing  evidence.  It  was 
their  duty  to  give  that  degree  of  redress 
to  the  grievances  that  they  could,  and  re- 
ject that  part  that  was  objectionable  on 
account  of  form. 

Mr.  Adamhl^med  the  cruelty  of  barring 
the  petition  in  every  shape.  The  peti- 
tioners might  have  applied  to  the  king  in 
council,  they  might  nave  applied  to  par- 
liament berore  the  bill  was  introduced ; 
but  now  they  could  not  apply  to  the  king 
because  the  measure  was  before  parlia- 
ment, and  they  could  not  apply  to  parlia- 
ment because  it  was  a  revenue  bill. 

The  Solicitor  General  understood  it  to  h,e 
thie  received  sense,  that,  as  applying  to 
the  bill  before  the  house,  the  petition 
could  not  be  received ;  cis  distinct  from 
that  measure,  it  was  unexceptionable. 
The  remaining  question  was  merely  on 
the  construction  of  the  petition  before  the 
house,  which  he  referred  to  the  bill,  and 
was  of  course  of  opinion  that  it  could  not 
be  received.  If  a  petition  not  applying 
to  the  bill  should  be  offered,  it  must  be 
received  ;  but  whether  the  petitioners 
should,  after  all,  be  heard  by  counsel,  was 
a  separate  question  for  th^  discretion  of 
ihe  nou9e. 

Vol.  X. 


Sir  Arthur  Pigott  contended  that  the  pe- 
titioners ought  to  be  heard,  aixl  evidence 
examined  at  the  bar,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  house  in  possession  of  the 
valuable  information  which  the  petitioners 
could  give.  It  would  be  too  late  for  them 
to  present  their  petition  when  the  bill 
should  have  passed,  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  be  heard  in  this  instance.  The 
bill  had  been  originally  introduced,  not 
as  a  revenue  bill,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  Orders  iii  Council  into  effect, 
and  therefore  the  petition  should  be  con- 
sidered as  applying  against  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

Mr.  Bankes  agreed  in  the  principle  laid 
down  in  yesterday's  debate ;  but  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  petitioners  could  not 
suffer  any  material  injury  by  having  theit 
petition  deferred  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Tiemey  declared,  that  no  eloquehce 
nor  any  earthly  influence  should  induce 
him  to  depart  from  the  line  he  pursued 
with  respect  to  this  Petition,  because  he 
had  never  stood  upon  a  broader  principle 
than  when  pressing  it.  The  reason  why 
the  title  of  the  bill  was  rehearsed  in  this 
Petition,  was  because  the  petitioners  were 
the  same  parties  who  had  been  last  night 
before  the  house,  and  they  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  state  a  reason  for  their  appearance 
again  as  petitioners.  The  petition  yes- 
terday had  been  rejected,  because  it  had 
been  laid  down  by  the  chair  that  no  peti- 
tion could  be  received  against  a  Money 
bill,  but  no  such  authority  bore  upon  the 
present  petition ;  and  he  had  the  autho- 
rity of  the  petitioners  to  state,  that  they 
did  not  petition  against  the  bill,  but  against 
the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  the  rejection 
of  this  petition  would  lower  the  house  of 
commons  in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 
— ^A  division  then  took  place : 

For  receiving  the  Petition ....    57 

Against  it Ill 

Majority —    54. 

Law  of  Parliament  relative  to  Offi- 
cial Communications.] — Mr.  Adam  rose 
pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given  on  a 
former  evening,  to  propose  a  motion  some- 
what new  in  its  nature,  because  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  induced  him  to 
bring  it  forward  were  novel,  and,,  he  might 
say,  unprecedented.  Before  stating  the 
terms  of  this  motion,  he  found  it  necessary 
to  enter  into  some  discussion  of  general 
principles,  and  to  state  the  facts  upon 
which  he  intended  to  found  it.  The  ob- 
ject was,  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  a 
practice  which  the  house  had  had  occasion 
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to  witness  on  the  3d  of  Feb.  last,  and 
which  stood  recorded  on  the  journals  of 
the  hpuse  of  the  8th  of  Feb.  he  hoped  for 
the  last  time.     When  any  thing  irregular 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  it 
was  not  unusual  to  check  that  irregularity 
at  the  time  it  took  place ;  but  because  the 
irregularity  to  which  he  alluded  was  not 
checked  at  the  moment  it  happened,  it 
was  no  reason  why  the  house  should  not 
How  impose  an  effectual  check  upon  its 
jrecurring  on  a  future  occasion.   He  should 
now  endeavour  to  shew  that  the  right  hon* 
yecretarv  of  state,  by  reading  extracts 
irom  omcial  papers  not  before  the  house 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  had  been  as 
disorderly  as  if  he  had  introduced  his  ma- 
jesty's name  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
4he  decision  of  the  house ;  than  which,  it 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  state,  nothing 
could  be  more  irregular.     In  the  year 
J 757  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons 
having  expressed  a  wish  to  be  absolved 
from  his  oath  of  secrecy  on  a  court  mar- 
tial, a  message  was  sent  to  the  house  by 
the  king,  in  which  there  was  a  reference 
to  what  had  passed  in  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject.   The  message  was  received,  but  par- 
ticular mention  was  made  of  the  circum- 
stance on  the  journals  of  the  house,  as 
being  of  a  nature  which  ought  not  to  pass 
unnoticed.    In  that  instance  the  violation 
of  form,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  rather 
proceeded  from  oversight ;  but,  on  a  late 
occasion,  he  had  not  the  same  apology  to 
make  for  a  much  more  flagrant  breach  of 
order.   He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  house 
would  so  mark  it  with  its  reprobation  as 
to   prevent  its  ever  occurring  in  future. 
In  order  to  induce  it  to  come  to  this  deci- 
sion, he  should  shortly  recapitulate  the 
circumstances   on   which  he    meant   to 
ground  a  motion;  and  he  was  confident 
that  if  the  house  did  not  adopt  some  re- 
solution similar  to  that  which  he  meant 
to  propose,  it  would  be  impossible  to  go 
on  with  the  transaction  of  public  business 
in  the  way  in  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
conducted,  and  that  there  was  an  end  at 
once  to  the  constitution  of  parliament. 
The  first  point  he  wished  to  establish  was, 
the    difference  that  there  was  between 
simply  answering  a  question  which  might 
be  put  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion on  any  particular  subject,  and  the 
practice  which  the  right  hon,  secretary 
had  introduced,  of  reading  extracts  ficom 
official  papers  in  the  course  of  debate,  to 
sei-ve  any  temporary  purpose  which  he 
might  have  in  view,  either  in  his  private 


or  official  capkcity.    There  was  as  great 
a  difference  between  these,  with  regard  to 
the  forms  of  that  bouse,  as  there  was  in  a 
court  of  law  between  the  speech  of  a  lead- 
ing counsel  in  the  cause,  and  the  evidence 
he  adduced  in  support  of  the  pleadings. 
The  right  hon.  secretary,  not  contented 
with  giving  his  own  representation  in  sup*^ 
port  of  that  side  of  the  question  which  ne 
espoused,  had  brought  forward  a  chain  of 
evidence,  the  troth  of  which  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  house  to  verify,  for  the 
sake  of  influencing  its  decision  upon  the 
question  at  issue.     On  the  3d  of  Feb.  cer- 
tain papers  had  been  moved  for  by  a  right 
hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Ponsonby) ;  and 
in  the  debate  which  took  place,  the  dis- 
cussion embraced  not  pnly  the  motions 
for  papers,  but  the  conduct  of  the  indivi- 
duals to  which  these  papers  referred.  .  On 
that  evidence  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
foreign  department  read  extracts  from  two 
of  those  papers  which  had  been  ^noved 
for,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  house 
in  possession  of  the  information  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
propriety  of  the  hostile  proceedings  which 
government  had  adopted  against  I^nraark. 
On  the  8th  of  Feb.  another  hon.  friend  of 
his  (Mr.  Whitbread)  moved  for  the  pro- 
duction of  those  very  .papers  firom  wnich 
the  secretary  of  state  had  read  extracts  on 
the  3d  of  Feb.  on  the  ground  that  the  ex- 
tracts which  had  been  given  conveyed  a 
different  impression  to  the  house  from  that 
which  the  writers  of  these  dispatches  (lord 
Howick  and  Mr.  Garlike)  intended  to  con- 
vey-   On  the  3d  of  Feb.  the  reason  given 
for  not  producing  the  whole  of  .these  papers 
was,  that  their  contents  could  not  be  dis* 
closed  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service ;  and,  on  the  dth  of  Feb,  the.  right 
hon.  secre;tary  had  persisted  in  opposing 
their  production,  on  the  pretence  that  he 
had  not  misrepresented,  in  the  extracts 
which  he  had  read  from  them,  the  opinions 
of  lord  Howick  and  Mr.  Garlike*     On  the 
2dth  of  Feb.  however,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  come  down  to  the  house,  andt  himself 
moved  for  the  production  of  those  Tery 
papers,  the  contents  of  which,  on  the  Sd 
of  Feb.  he  had  contended  it  would  b^  un- 
safe to  disclose,  and  the  prpduetion  of 
which  he  had  resisted  on  a  different  ground 
on  the  8pth  of  Feb.  for  the  pprpose,  ash^ 
stated  then,  of  vindicating  his  own  chi»racr 
ter !     When  the  right  hon.  gent,  read  the 
extracts  from  these  papers  on  the  3d  of 
Feb.  it  wa^  not  done  with  the  view  of 
communicating  informatioid  to  the  houae* 
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but  fbr  Hie  pui^ie  of  itiikiencing  its  jadg*- 
meat  upon  art  iioportant  public  question. 
It  was  not  doife  prepaii&tory  to  a  proceed- 
ings but  Oh  ^e  very  model  of  a  proceed- 
ing which  was  to  terminate  in  adjudica^ 
tiim  ;  and  it  was  upon  this  ground  that  he 
pronounced  his  conduct  to  be  wholly  ir- 
reg»lar>  and  highly  censurable.  If  a  libel 
'was  published  upon  any  member  of  the 
house)  it  was  competent  for  that  member 
to  move  that  the  Hbel  should  be  read  in 
the  house ;  but  the  house  would  not  ground 
any  proceedings  upon  the  libel  till  it  was 
upon  thek  lable%  This  practice,  which  he 
t;ontended  to  be  invariably  adhered  to» 
was  supported  by  an  analogy  which  was 
completely  impregnable.  On  the  29th  of 
Nov.  17d7,  it  was  contended  by  Mr.  Gren- 
vilie,  on  the  one  side,  that  it  was  compe- 
tent tor  any  member  to  demand  that  any 
part  of  the  journals  of  the  house  should  be 
read  :  and,  on  the  ot)hor  side,  it  was  ar- 
gued by  Mr.  Dyson  thact  this  could  only 
be  done  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  the 
bouse,  and  that  this  point  of  form  was  now 
'Waved  for  the  convenience  of  the  speaker. 
Mf.  Adani^  asserted,  that  it  was  iu  the 
competence  of  the  house  to  enforce  its 
oh^rvation.  A  vote  of  the  house  was  not 
nece^ary,  however,  to  authoi^ize  the  read- 
ing of  such  papers  as  were  upon  the  table 
of  the  house,  wnether  in  consequence  of  an 
address  of  the  house,  or  by  command  of  his 
majesty ;  and  in  this^  case  any  individual 
member  could,  at  his  own  instance,  de- 
mand that  they  should  be  read.  In  sup'- 
port  of  this  doctrine  he  appealed  to  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Hatsell,  and  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Onslow ;  and  the  conclusion  he 
drew  from  it  was  this  :  that  the  house 
never  came  to  a  decision  on  any  evidence, 
•of  which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any 
individual  member  of  the  house  to  compel 
the  reading,  either  long  or  short,  to  use 
the  technical  term  ;  and  that  any  member 
-who  presumed,  of  his  own  accord,  to  read 
official  documents  which  were  not  before 
the  house,  was  guilty  of  a  flagrant  violation 
oi  its  forms  of  proceeding,  and  of  an  in- 
fraction of  the  law  of  parliament.  Mr. 
Adam  quoted  two  remarkable  cases,  in 
wht<^h  an  attempt  of  this  kind  had  been 
checked.  The  nc^t.  took  place  at  a  very 
extraordinary  period  of  the  history  of 
this  country,  when  we  were  in  alliance 
with  France  and  Prussia,  and  were  en- 
deavouring to  prevail  upon  the  Low 
Countries  to  join  us  in  a  confederacy 
against  a  league'  which  was  formed  be- 
twoen^  Spain  a^d  Auj^triar     Ai^  address 


was  then,  moved  ^  the  house  of  peers; 
in  seconding  which  the  duke  of  Mew- 
castle  read  part  of  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  British 
minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  con- 
taining informatbn  respecting  certain  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  suppt)sed  to  have  been 
signed  between  Spain  and  Austria.  The 
duke  was  immediately  asked  whether  he 
was  authorized  to  read  this  letter;  and 
on  his  answering  that  he  had  the  kiug'is 
permission  to  read  a  part  of  it,  lord  Lech- 
miere  observed,  that  in  this  case  the  docu- 
ment went  for  nothing.  Here  then  was  a 
precedent  dxawn  t^om  the  practice  of  par-  • 
liament,  which  clearly  shewed  that  it  was 
irregular  in  debate .  to  quote  any  paper 
which  had  not  been  regularly  submitted 
to  parliament.  And  the  case  to  wiiich  he 
alluded  bore  directly  upon  the  circum- 
stances on  which  he  «meant  to  found  his 
present  motion.  The  papers  quoted  by 
the  right  honourable  secretary,  on  the  3d 
of  Feb.  were  not  before  the  house  in  either 
of  the  two  regular  modes  by  which  pub- 
lic papers,  could  be  laid  before  the  house, 
viz.  in  consequence  of  the  command  of  his 
majesty,  or  of  a  vote  of  that  house ;  and 
therefore  could  not  be  read  in  debate, 
conformably  with  the  law  and  practice  of 
parliament.  Mr.  Adam,  nex):  quoted,  in 
support  of  the  same  doctrine,  the  more 
recent  authority  both  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox.  Ift  1792,  when  a  question  came  be- 
fore the  house,  relative  to  the  seizure  of 
Oczakow  by  Russia,  some  members  being 
then  of  opinion  that  the  house  was  not  in 
possession  of  information  sufficient  to  war- 
rant it  in  coming  to  a  decision,  moved  for 
the  production  of  other  papers;,  which 
Mr.  Pitt  thought  proper  to  refuse.  But 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  refosing  these  papers,  did  not, 
like  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
posite, pull  from  his  pocket,  or  his  box, 
the  papers  which  he  refused,  and  read  ex- 
tracts firom  them  to  the  house ;  but  in  a 
bold  and  manly  way  asked  the  house,  in 
the  absence  of  information  which  he  did 
not  think  himself  warranted  to  grant,  to 
repose  in  him  not  a  base  and  servile  con- 
tidence,  but  such  a  fair  degree  of  confi- 
dence sui  a  minister  who  had  long  acted 
before  them  was  entitled  to  expect*  The 
other  circumstance  to  which  he  alluded, 
happened  in  1801,  when  some  complaints 
were  made  of  a  part  of  the  army  not  hav- 
ing been  properly  supplied  with  purovi- 
sions ;  and  when  in  answer  to  these  com- 
plaints, a  member  of  that  bouse  (Mr. 
:  Dundas)  attempted  to  read  .a  letter  &am 
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sir  C.  Sttts^t»  be  had  Hot  proceeded  two 
sentence!}  in  that  letter*  when  he  wan  in- 
terrupted by  Mr.  Fox,  as  in  a  thing  which 
was  altogether  irregular.  Here  then  were 
the  two  highest  authorities  of  modem 
times,  uniting  in  support  of  the  general 
doctrine  which  he  had  already  laid  down. 
But  in  opposition  to  this  doctrine,  the 
right  hon.  secretary  had  read  extracts 
from  papers  which  were  not  before  the 
bouse  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing  its  decision  upon  the  subject  to 
which  they  related ;  and  afterwards  car- 
ried oft*  the  papers,  part  of  which  he  had 
read>  thus  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  house  to  recur  to  that  evidence  upon 
which  its  decision  was  to  be  grounded. 
On  this  qonduct  he  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  of  commons  to  put  sjich 
a  mark  of  censure,  as  to  prevent  the  prac- 
tice from  being  ever  in  future  repeated. 
And  if  there  was  no  precedent  for  what 
he  was  about  to  propose,  he  reminded  the 
house,  that  the  circumstances  also  were 
altogether  novel,  and  on  this  ground  he 
hoped  that  it  would  consider  itself  war- 
ranted in  creating  a  precedent  The 
practice,  if  it  was  not  checked,  mi^ht  be 
productive  of  the  most  prejudicial  conse- 
quences :  because  it  tended  to  draw  the 
house  into  a  decision,  not  upon  evidence, 
but  upon  a  simple  representation;  be- 
cause it  might  be  converted  into  an  un- 
constRutional  means  of  influencing  the  re- 
solutions of  the  house ;  and  because  it 
went  to  introduce  a  new  mode  of  bringing 
public  papers  before  parliament,  different 
from  either  of  those  which  had  been 
hitherto  practised.  There  was  also  a  fa- 
vourite word  with  the  right  hon.  secretary, 
namely  *  diplomacy,'  and  upon  this  part 
of  the  public  service  it  could  not  fail  to 
have  the  most  pernicious  influence.  Did 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  think  that  it  was 
matter  of  indifference  to  Mr.  Garlike,  that 
a  part  of  one  of  his  dispatches  should  be 
read  ;  and  that  the  dispatch  should  after- 
wards be  carried  away,  before  the  house 
was  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  would 
bear  out  the  representation  which  had 
been  founded  upon  it  ?  Such  a  system,  if 
persevered  in,  might  have  the  effect  of 
depriving  the  public  of  the  services  of  the 
ablest  diplomatic  men,  by  the  apprehen- 
sion which  it  would  impose  of  their  com- 
munications and  characters  not  being  safe 
in  the  hands  of  a  secretary  of  state.  And 
what  servant  of  the  public  in  that  capa- 
city would  be  secure,  if  a  secretary  of 
state  were  at  liberty  to  come  down  and 


read  a  part  of  a  letter  or  a  dispatch,  and 
afterwards  carry  it  off  in  his  pocket,  with- 
out leaving  the  house  in  possession  of  the 
document  by  which  alone  it  could  judge 
whether  the  representation  given  of  it 
was  just  or  erroneous?    There  were  a  va- 
riety   of  ways   in  which  this    practice 
might  become  prejudicial,  not  only  to  the 
constitution  but  to  the  whole  code  of  par- 
liamentary regulations.     If  it  was  allowed, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid  referring 
to  former  nights'  debates,  which  at  pre- 
sent was  not  permitted;    because  there 
^^'as  no  necessity  for  it,  when  the  docu- 
ments which  formed  the  subject  of  discus- 
i$ion  were  upon  the  table  of*  the  house,  and 
therefore  might  be  referred  to  as  often  as 
occasion  required.      In   a  constitutional 
view  it  was  obviously  of  the  most  fatal 
tendency,  because  it  might  be  converted 
into  an   engine  of   dangerous  influence 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  house  on  the 
part  of  the  king.      The  fact,  therefore, 
having  happened,  it  was  incumbent  upon 
the  house  to  come  to  some  resolution  re- 
specting it  which  would  prevent  it  from 
again  recurring.    There  was  also  another 
point  of  view  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  secretary  appeared  to  be  highly 
censurable^  namely,  in  disclosing  the  se- 
crets of  his  office,  without  the  conunand 
or  permission  of  his  sovereign.    The  great 
offfcers  of  state  were  bound  by  law  to  the 
most  profound  secrecy  in  the  exercise  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  they  could 
not  be  absolved  from  this  obligation  of 
secresy,  excepting  by  command  of  the 
sovereign.    A  secretary  of  state  had  no 
more  right,  of  his  own  accord  to  disclose 
the  contents  of  any  dispatch  with  which 
he  was  entrusted,  than  a  person  picking  it 
up  by  accident  would  have  to  publish  it. 
The  interference  of  the  house,  therefore, 
was  essentially  necessary  on  the  present 
occasion,  as  well  to  mark  its  disapproba- 
tion of  the  misconduct  of  one  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  crown  in  his  official  capacity, 
as  to  secure  the  regularity  of  its  own  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  independence  of  parlia- 
ment.   On  these  grounds,  Mr.  Adam  con- 
cluded with  moving  the  following  Resolu- 
tions:  1.  '<  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  one  of  his  majesty's  pnncipal  secre- 
taries of  state  did  read  to  this  house  dis- 
patches, and  parts  of  dispatches,  and  other 
communications,  to  and  from  the  accredit- 
ed n^inisters  of  this  country  at  foreign 
courts,   relative  to  the  subjects  of  their 
n^issions ;  and  that  he  has  stated  and  read 
other  XDattera  respecting  the.  trans?i9tion» 
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of  this  country  with  ibreign  powers,  none 
ot*  which  .were  then  communicated  to  this. 
house  by  his  majesty's  commands,  and 
some  of  which  this  house  has  determined 
to  be  unlit  to  be  produced.  2.  That  such 
conduct  is  subversive  of  the  ancient  and 
approved  usages  of  parliament,  is  destruc- 
tive of  fair  discussion  and  decision,  and 
has  a  direct  teildency  to  injure  the  public 
interest,  by  making  the  resolutions  of  this 
house  proceed  on  inaccurate  statements, 
which  it  cannot  correct  by  reference  to 
the  documents  from -which  those  state- 
ments are  made ;  or  to  force  on  the  con- 
sideration of  this  house,  papers  which,  in 
its  wisdom,  it  may  deem  unfit  for  public 
production.  And  further.  That  such  con- 
duct is  contrary  to  the  trust  which  is  re- 
posed by  the  convStitution  in  the  confiden- 
tial servants  of  the  crown/' 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  he  rose 
with  more  confidence  than  he  expected  he 
should  have  done.  When  he  considered 
the  profound  legal  knowledge,  the  deep 
parliamentary  research,  the  great  experi- 
.ence  and  the  great  eloquence  of  the  hon, 
and  learned  gent,  he  feared  that  he  should 
sink  under  the  combination  of  all  these 
acquirements.  He  expected  something 
would  have  come  from  the  honourable 
and  learned  gent,  which  would  have  en- 
tirely changed  the  nature  of  the  question. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  gent.- was  satisfied 
with  his  speech,  he  was  no  less  so;  for 
with  whatever  confidence  he  had  delivered 
himself  to  the  house,  he  could  assure  him 
it  had  entirely  relieved  him  from  the 
doubt  and  anxieties  so  natural  to  a  person 
in  his  situation.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  according  to  the  tactics  of  accusa- 
tion, had  bestowed  great  part  of  his  argu- 
mjent  to  prove  that  no  advantage  was  to 
be  taken  of  official  situation,  and  that  no 
information  was  to  be  communicated  to 
parliament  but  in  a  regular  form,  either 
by  command  of  his  majesty,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  an  address.  If  this  principle 
was  to  be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent's  motion;  if  the 
doctrine  was  now  to  be  laid  down,  that  no 
minister  was  to  convey  any  information, 
except  in  that  particular  form — :it.would 
be  impossible  for  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try to  go  on.  Where  would  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  draw  the  line  ?  Would  he 
say,  that  to  answer  a  question  would  be 
perfectly  correct,  but  to  receive  voluntary 
intelligence  would  be  inadmissible?  But 
if  coEnmunication  according  to  the  prac- 
tice whichj  he  was  confident,  he  woula  be 


able  to  prove  before  he  sat  down  had  ex- 
isted, were  to  be  made,  in  what  way  was 
it  to  be  done  ?  Should  it  not  be  «ither  iu 
the  way  of  summary,  or  by  extract  ?  The 
reasons  for  preferring  the  latter  were  ob- 
vious ;  and  considering  the  candour  witH 
which,  on  all  occasions,  he  had  been  treat- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side, 
he  concluded  they  would  not  maintain 
that-  the  extract  was.  not  correctly  stated. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  complained  of 
the  injury  which  the  diplomatic  character 
of  some  of  his  friend^  sustained  bf  with-^ 
holding  some  parts  of  the  correspondence, 
and  reading  others.  But  had  not  that 
been  always  the  case  ?  Intone  part  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent.'s  speech  he  cordi- 
ally concurred.  He  joined  with  him  in 
condemning  the  practice  which  had  pre- 
vailed of  late  years,  of  laying,  upon  every 
trifling  occasion  or  petty  provocation, 
voluminous  and  mischievous  extracts  be- 
fore parliament.  It  would  afibrd  him  the 
highest  satisfaction,  if  that  or  any  other 
discussion  would  have  the  effect  of  check-' 
ing  a  practice  productive  of  such  very 
great  inconvenience.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  in  the  course  of  his  profound  parlia- 
mentary research,  could  discover  but  two 
instances  in  which  this  practice,  which  he 
reprobated  so  severely,  had  prevailed;  and 
both  these,  he  thinks,  are  decisive  against 
the  practice  because  the  persons  who  re- 
sorted to  it  met  that  censure,  whicji  it  wa«  . 
the  object  of  the  hon.  gent,  to  heap  upon 
him.  The  first  was  the  instance  of  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  who  was  rebuked  for 
reading  an  extract  from  a  dispatch.  The 
next  instance  was  that  of  lord  Melville, 
who  was  reprimanded  by  Mr.  Fox  for  an 
attempt  of  the  same  kind.  And  by  whom 
was  he  rebuked  ?  Was  it  by  an  impartial 
authority,  holding  the  balance  with  an  even 
hand,  or  by  a  zealous  political  opponent, 
engaged  in  a  virulent  political  war,  who 
would  have  taken  the'  same  advantage  of 
lord  Melville  that  the  hon.  gent,  sought  to 
take  of  him  ?  But  Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  said,  ab- 
stained from  the  practice.  Now,  had  the 
hon.  gent,  searched  the  modern  records 
with  the  same  zeal  he  did  the  old  Parlia- 
mentary Journals,  he  would  have  found, 
this  unconstitutional,  this  never-to-be- 
sufficifently -reprobated  practice  sanctioned 
by  the  authority  of  that  very  person.  He 
would  produce  an  instance  to  shew  that 
Mr.  Pitt  did  not  think  the  practice  impro- 
per. In  the  debate  which  took  place  in 
the  year  1800,  on  the  overtures  to  France, 
the  discussion  principally  turnetton  the 
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pacific  dispOHition  of  the  admioistration. 
On  that  occasion,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  course 
of  one  of  the  most  splendid  efiltsions  of 
eloQuence  which  he  haud  ever  poured  forth 
In  that  house,  gave  first  a  general  history 
of  the  measures  of  goyemment  as  iar  as 
respected  their  efibrtsto  obtain  peace,  and, 
as  a  proof  of  their  pacific  disposition,  did 
take  from  his  pocket  an  extract  of  a  dis- 
patch written  five  years  before  to  the 
Court  of  St.  Petersburgh,  and  read  it  in  his 
place.  What  was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox 
on  that  occasion  ?  Did  he  complain  that 
Mr.  Pitt  violated  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  broke  in  upon  the  forms  of  parlia- 
ment ?  No :  he  said  that  he  had  never  be- 
fore heard  of  the  application  to  the  court 
of  St,  Petersburgh,  and  that  he  highly  ap- 
proved of  the  tone  in  which  the  document 
was  written.  There  was  no  insinuation 
here  of  garbled  eixtracts,  for  partial  pur- 
poses. So  much  for  one  of  the  hon.  gent.'s 
instances.  But  it  was  not  on  that  occiasion 
only  that  an  extract  was  read.  It  occurred 
in  twenty  debates  during  the  last  war.  It 
^ight  be  proper,  perhaps,  for  the  hon. 
eent.  to  endeavour  to  draw  down  the  in- 
.  drgnation  of  the  house  upon  him  by  way 
'of '  experimentum  in  corpore  vili  •/  and  to 
check  a  system  of  which  he  was  not  the 
beginning  but  the  end.  He  would  give 
the  hon.  gent,  another  instance.  It  was 
no  later  than  the  last  year  that  lord  How- 
ick  came  down  to  that  house,  and  read,  in 
angry  debate,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a 
noble  friend  of  his  (lord  Castlereagh)  to 
lord  Cathcart.  This  letter  was  taken  from 
among  the  papers  which  the  hon.  gent, 
was  so  anxious  to  impress  on  the  house 
were  slate  property,  and  could  not  be  ap- 
plied, without  a  gross  breach  of  duty,  to 
private  purposes.  And  yet  it  was  in  fa- 
vour of  this  noble  lord  that  all  these  whim- 
permg  complaints  were  made.  He  was 
hot  yet  at  the  end  of  his  instances.  In 
1 804,  when  Mr.  Pitt  moved  an  enquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Admiral- 
ty, he  could  recollect,  that  a  right  hon. 
^ent.  now  in  his  eye  (Mr.  Tierney)  who 
was  not  a  cabinet  minister,  came  forward 
and  read  masses  of  papers,  which  never 
would  have  come  into  his  possession,  in 
/consequence  of  having  any  official  con- 
troul  over  them.  He  could  also  recollect 
that  a  great  constitutional  lawyer  (Mr. 
Adam)  upon  a  motion  resjpecting  the 
grant  of  a  pension  to  a  Scotcn  judge,  did 
rise  in  his  place  and  read  a  long  extract 
f^^om  a  letter,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
npon  the  duke  of  Portland  the  stigma  of 


that  transaction.  A  noble  friend  of  bis 
(the  marquis  of  Titchfield)  immediately 
went  to  Burlington  house,  and  returned 
befixre  the  debate  was  concluded,  with  a 
flat  negative  to  the  hon.  gent/s  assertion. 
What  did  he  think  of  this  instance  ?  As 
to  the  motions  whick  were  rejected  on 
the  3d  Feb.  not  one  of  them  would  have 
brought  the  letter  to  which  the  hon.  gent, 
alluded  before  the  house.  That  on  the 
8th  certainly  would,  and  that  he  rejected 
not  on  account  of  the  public  mischief 
likely  to  arise  from  its  prochiction :  he 
refiised  it,  because  it  was  demanded  upon 
a  false  assumption,  namely,  that  of  his 
having  made  a  charge  against  lord  Bow* 
ick.  He  afi^erwards  granted  it  in  his  own 
exculpation,  to .  prove  that  the  extract  he 
read  was  supported  by  the  context.-— He 
would  say  a  tew  words,  with  permission 
of  the  house,  upon  the  Resolutions  a»  they 
applied  to  him.  It  was  not  for  him  to 
state  what  would  have  been  the  course  for 
the  hon.  gent,  to  have  pursued  ;  but  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  it  wouM  have 
been  more  advisable  for  him  to  have 
adopted  a  prospectivelneasure,  than  to  have 
laid  down  the  principle,  and  then  applied 
it  to  him.  Wny  did  be  not  follow  the 
example  of  Mr.  Fox,  call  him  to  order, 
and  not  let  him  go  on  in  error,  when  he 
read  this  offensive  extract  ?  Why  did  he 
not  take  notice  of  it  at  the  time,  aware 
as  he  was,  by  his  own  confession,  of  its 
impropriety,  and  not  come  down  a  month 
after,  and  make  it  a  subject  of  accusation  ? 
The  hon.  gent,  in  the  Resolutions  he  had 
moved,  laid  down,  in  language  more  elo- 
quent than  accurate,  the  general  principle, 
and  then  made  a  particular  deduction  from 
it.  He  made  it  a  matter  of  charge  and 
grave  accusation,  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  at- 
tempted to  persuade  the  house  to  refiise  a 
paper,  an  extract  from  which  he  had  read. 
But  did  not  the  house  refuse  it,  and  was 
not  the  guilt  therefore,  if  there  was  any, 
chargeable  upon  the  house  ?  The  hoH. 
gent,  deduced  also  as  a  corolhtiy  from  the 
premises  in  the  first  Resolution,  that  he 
had  committed  a  breach  of  trust.  If  he 
had  done  so,  he  could  not  be  prosecuted 
with  too  much  vindictiveness.  He  would 
deserve  those  rebukes  which  the  duke  of 
Newcastle  received  from  lord  Lechmere, 
and  lord  Melville  from  Mr.  Fox.  When 
Mr.  Pitt  read  the  dispatch  sent  to  9t.  Pe- 
tersburgh, when  lord  Howick  read  the 
letter  of  his  noble  friend  to  lord  Cathcart, 
when  another,  right  hon.  gent,  read  vo- 
lumes of  extracts  from  the  records  and 
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correspotidepce  of  the  Admiralty,  there 
was  no  question  on  these  occasions  of 
breach  of  trust.  But  to  this  charge  of 
breach  of  trust  and  violation  of  (%ciai 
diity,  he  would  reply>  that  ministers  had 
his  majesty's  confidence  each  in  their  seve- 
ral departments,  and  that  that  confidence 
implied  they  were  to  exercise  their  discre- 
tion either  in  using  or  withholding,  except 
in  consequence  of  his  command  or  an  ad- 
dress, any  correspondence  in  their  respec- 
tive offices.  If  documents  were  to  be 
produced  on  every  occasion ;  if  no  infor- 
mation was  to  be  communicated  but  in  the 
manner  stated  by  the  hon.  gent. ;  the  bu- 
siness of  parliament,  and  of  this  great, 
prosperous,  and  happy  country,  must 
stand  still. — The  right  hon.  secretary  then 
stated,  that  as  a  high  criminal  charge. was 
preferred- against  him,  he  should  withdraw, 
and  throw  himself  upon  the  judgment  of 
the  house.  He  withdrew  accordingly, 
amidst  loud  cries  of  "  question,  question.'^ 

Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Whitbread  con- 
tended, that  this  was  not  a  case  when  it 
was  necessary  for  the  right  hon.  secretary 
to  withdraw,  and  appealed  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  chair. 

The  Speaker^  said,  that  he  had  looked 
into  precedents  on  this  point,  and  found 
that  trie  uniform  custom  on  such  occasions 
was  for  the  person  accused  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Windham  Umented^  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  right  hon.  secretary 
having  withdrawn  from  the  bouse,  pre- 
vented him  from  answering  as  fully  the 
arguments  of  that  right  hon.  gent,  as  he 
should  have  felt  himself  bound  to  do  if  he 
had  been  present.  He  then  proceeded  to 
touch  lightly  on  the  different  precedents, 
as  they  were  called,  which  the  right  hon. 
secretary  had  called  in  to  hi^  aid ;  and 
maintained,  that  not  one  of  them  was  such 
as  could  bear  out  that  right  hon.  gent,  in 
the  inferences  which  he  had  drawn  from 
them.  From  the  rarity  of  those  instances 
which  that  right  hon.  gent,  could,  with 
the  utmost  stretch  of  his  ingenuity,  sup- 
pose tQ  be  at  all  analogous,  it  was  pretty 
evident  that,  ^t  least,  such  was  not  the  ge- 
neral, practice  of  parliament*  But,  put- 
ting ^1  question  of  authority  or  precedent 
«side,  the  right  hon.  gent,  said.  Would  it 
be  argued  that,  ia  no  case  whatever,  a 
person  who  wi«s  in  an  official  situation, 
should  make  any  communication  to  that 
houscji  of  what  came  to  his  knowledge,  in 
his  public  capacity  as  a  servant  of  the 
^ronn }  The  ^t  was>  that  his  hon^and 
l9arae4  fir iend  who  made  the.motioA»  wd 


no  such  thing:  he  only  went  so  far  to  t9 
say,  that  no  minister  ought  to  be  sufiered 
to  read,  at  his  own  pleasure,  .such  partial 
extracts  from  official  documents  as  might 
tend  to  mislead  the  judgment,  and  give  a 
wrpns  turn  to  the  decision  of  that  house: 
But  then,  said  the  right  hon.  secretary^ 
*  It  is  difficult  to  know  where  to  draw.'a 
precise  line  in  such  cases.'  Even  so :  ad-* 
mitting  th^t,  was  it  to  be  said,  that  for  that 
reason  we  were  to  have  no  line  at  all  ?  was 
it  tb  be  said,  that  because,  in  a  case  whera 
there  was  obviously  no  mischief  to  be  ap-» 
prehended,  a  practice  something  like  this 
was  suffered  to  pass  without  any  formal 
reprobation  on  the  journals,  and  with  only 
a  slight  personal  censure ;  was  that  a 
reason  why  we  should  allow  .the*  practice 
to  prevail  unnoticed,  to  the  most  unlimited 
extent  that  any  persoR.iii  office  might  think 
fit  ?  It  was  one  thing  to  place  confidence 
in  his  majesty *s  ministers  collectively ;  or 
in  any  one  giving  information,  either 
when  called  upon  in  that  house,  or  when 
ordered  officially  to  do  so  by  his  majesty ; 
but  it  was  another,  and  a  very  different 
line  of  conduct,  for  one  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  ransack  the  archives  of  hi^ 
office,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  sueh 
documents  as  might  be  serviceable  to 
him  ;  to  pick  out  what  scraps  he  pleased^ 
and  read  them  when  he  thought  proper, 
and  in  what  manner  he  thought  proper, 
with  a  view  to  a  personal  triumph  in  de-* 
bate  ;  and  afterwards  to  refuse  the  house 
an  opportunity  of  reading  those  documents 
and  judging  for  themselves,  when  they 
were  told,  from  high  authority,  that  a 
false  colour  was  given  to  them  by  that 
partial  reading.  The  house  owed  it  to 
the  character  of  lord  Howick,  and  to  the 
character  of  Mr.  Garlike,  to  express  its 
disapprobation  of  such  conduct  in  the 
present  instance. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  concurred 
in  every  principle  and  sentiment  that  had 
been  laid  down  by  his  right  hoh.  friend» 
and  did  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  of  all 
the  charges  and  accusations  he  had  ever 
heard,  none  appeared  to  him  to  have  so 
little  foundation  in  argument  or  precedent 
as  that  now  made  against  his  right  horn 
friend.  His  hon.  and  learned  firiend  had 
alluded  to  the  profession  he  had  formerly 
followed,  and  he  would  now  answer  him 
in  the  language  of  that  profession^  that  all 
his  arguments  went  only  to  open  a  non** 
suit,  and  that  «very  step  ho  ad^oed,  the 
deeper  he  labouii«d  to  invohre  himaalf  lA 
diffiooltieg*    The  aharga  nowrstaled  in  ^ha 
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resolutions,  was  not  that  the  dispatch  was 
carbled,  but  the  objection  was  to  the  shape 
in  which  it  appeared,  that  of  an  extract. 
Yet  was  not  every  communication  made 
to  the  house  uniformly  made  in  that  shape  ? 
The  same  objections  would  lay  to  any 
other  extract,  even  that  of  a  private  letter 
which  any  member  might  choose  to  read 
as  a  part  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declared  that  he  lamented 
the  absence  of  the  risht  hoh.  secretary  on 
his  own  account ;  as  ne  was,  owing  to  that, 
deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the 
chanff^  in  the  conduct  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  (the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer) 
towards  him  since  the  8th  of  Feb.  when 
he  (Mr.  Canning)  was  entirely  deserted, 
not  only  by  that  right  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  but  by  all  his  colleagues.  The  right 
'  hon.  gent,  might  have  gone  away  satisfied 
in  some  degree  with  the  effect  of  his  own 
lively  speech ;  that  speech,  however,  hie 
must  confess,  had  made  no  impression  on 
his.  mind. 

Lord  CaMlereagh  said,*  the  arguments 
urged  by  his  two  right  hon.  friends  were 
60  extretnely  forcible  and  convincing,  that 
he  should  only  say  a  very  few  words.  He 
then  went  over  his  former  argument,  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  refused  the  mo- 
tion of  the  8th  of  Feb.  for  those  papers, 
because  he  had  been  charged  with 
reading  them  for  a  purpose  which  he  dis- 
claimed ;  and  the  noble  lord  thought  if 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  it  would  so  bind 
the  house  up,  that  it  would  be  next  to  im- 
possible to  read  any  information  to  the 
house.  He  should  therefore  support  the 
amendment,  and  vote  for  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  was  sorry,  that  in  all 
arguments  of  this  kind  a  gi-eat  deal  of 
party  spirit  and  party  animosity  was  too 
oflen  introduced.  In  the  instance  he  was 
about  to  introduce,  he  declared  he  did  not 
mean  to  impute  any  blame  to  the  noble 
lord  for  having  done. as  he  did ;  but  as  so 
much  stress  had  been  hiid  on  reading  ex- 
tracts of  dispatches  by  the  other  side  of 
the  house,  he  could  not  help  mentioning 
a  case  of  that  nature  which  happened  not 
.a  year  ago.  At  that  time  a  change  of 
ministry  having  recently  taken  place,  lord 
Howick,  in  the  absence  of  ministers,  who 
were  then  in  the  country  attending  their 
elections,  had  produced,  and  read  to  the 
house,  an  extract  from  an  official  docu- 
ment, made  on  the  subject  of  a  private  in- 
jterriew  between  his  sovereign  and  him- 
«elf.    He  repeated  that  he  did  not  men- 


tion it  as  a  matter  of  blame  in  the  noble 
lord.  He  might  have  the  leave  of  his 
majesty  to  read  it,  but  it  was  certainly  a 
case  very  strongly  in  point  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Mr.  Adam, — Sir ;  it  i&  now  my  privilege 
to  rise  in  reply;  and  considering  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  subject  has  been  treated 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
and  particularly  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  has  left  the  house,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  I  shall  be  heard  with  attention. — I 
have  to  regret,  from  the  very  bottom  of  my 
heart,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  thougKt 
it  proper  to  retire  before  he  heard  my  an- 
swer to  some  of  his  statements,  because 
I  detest  the  idea  of  saying  behind  a  man's 
back,  that  which  afiects  himself  person- 
ally. But  he  is  the  bause  of  this,  and  not 
me.  I  must  desire  his  friends  who  remain 
to  report  to  him,  and  to  state  the  positive 
contradiction  which  I  am  about  to  give  to 
a  matter  which  he  stated  Respecting  my- 
self. Which  I  shall  do,  I  can  assure  you, 
sir,  much  as  I  feel  the  injury  of  his  misre- 
presentation, in  language  perfectly  parlia- 
mentary. Sir,  I  must  begin  with  this,  be- 
cause I  am  determined  to  set  myself  right, 
not  only  from  the  misrepresentation  of  the 
fact,  but  from  being  supposed  capable  of 
having  accused  another  of  a  transgression 
which  I  had  myself  committed.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  was  pleased  to  say,  that  I  had 
myself,  on  a  former  occasion,  transgressed 
the  usage  which  I  now  contend  for  in  the 
motion  1  have  now  made.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  chose  to  introduce  this  with  a  despi- 
cable witticism.  "A  pension  during  plea- 
sure (he  said)  oh,  no,  it  was  not,  it  was  the 
profit,  not  the  pleasure,  that  the  learned 
gent,  who  made  this  motion,  looked  to." 
Sir,  I  challenge  him,  or  any  other  man,  to 
cite  an  instance,  in  my  life,  that  could 
serve  to  justify  any  unworthy  insinuation 
on  that  score,  or  that  can  warrant  a  charge 
on  my  independence.  That  right  hon. 
gent.^may  look  to  profit  and  power,  and 
insinuate  against  others,  what  he  feels"  in 
himself.  But  I  will  not  permit  him  to 
charge  me  with  such  motives  of  action. 
But,  to  return  to  the  subject,  sir,  the  repre- 
sentation which  has  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  respecting  my  conduct 
about  lord  CuUen's  pension,  rs  not  support- 
ed by  the  fact.  A  fact  which  passed  in 
the  presence  of  the  house  and  of  which  I 
have  the  most  perfect  recollection.  The 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  moving  the  finance  committee,  threw 
out  most   injuriously,    some    reflections 
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against  the  late  ministers    for  pensions 
granted  in  Scotland.     I  was  ill  at  the  time, 
and  did  not  hear  him.     But  lord  Howick 
communicated  it  to  me,  saying,  the  only 
unpleasant  thing  was  a  pension  said  to  be 
granted  to  a  judge  during  pleasure ;  and 
wished  me,  as  ptobahly  acquainted  with 
the  transaction,  from  my  connection  with 
that  part  of  the  country,  to  give  an  account 
of  it.     In  consequence  of  that,  I  moved  for 
the  pension  warrants  to  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble.    In  making  that  motion,  I  stated, 
certainly,  though  I  say  it  of  myself,  in  a 
manner  to  create  no  irritation  or  debate, 
the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  the 
proposed  pension ;  and,  in  doing  so,  it  was 
a  necessary  part  of  my  narrative  to  state, 
that  a  noble  duke,  now  at  the  head  of  his 
majesty's  government,  proposed  to  obtain 
that  pension  for  the  learned  jud^e.    A  no- 
ble lord,  nearly  connected  with  the  duke 
of  Portland,  who  was  present  at  the  state- 
ment, without  leaving  the  house,  rose  -and 
said,  that  he  was  authorised  to  deny  that 
the  duke  of  Portland  had  ever  had   any 
intention  to  grant  a  pension  to  that  learn- 
ed judge.     He  had,  indeed,  once  thought 
of  obtaining  a  small  pension  to  the  lady  of 
the  judge,  but  that  he  had  abandoned.  '  I 
had  occasion  to  rise  in  reply,  and  to  vindi- 
cate the  truth  of  my  original   assertion, 
which  was  positively  contradicted  by  the 
noble  marquis  (lord  Titchfield) ;  and  not 
thinking   it  sufficient,  and   it  would  not 
have  been  sufficient,  to  set  my  assertion 
against  the  other,  I  read  from  a  note  of 
the  learned  judge,  written  after  an  inter- 
view with  the  duke  of  Portland,  a  statement, 
that  he  had  seen  the  duke,  had  made  him 
master  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  that 
his  grace  desired  to  see  me  on  the  subject 
of  his  (the  learned  judge's)  pension.     This 
is  the  real  state  of  the  case,  it  passed  in  the 
presence  of  you,  sir,  and  the  house,  and  I 
defy  it  to  be  contradicted.    I  ask,  then,  sir, 
if  this  bears  any,  the  least  resemblance,  to 
what  was  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
and  whether  he  has  not  completely  misre- 
presented the  fact  ?   I  ask  if  this  reading  a 
private  note,  is  like  a  minister  reading 
public  dispatches — ^if  reading  it  to  induce 
the  house  to  grant  a  paper  or  warrant,  is  like 
a  minister  reading  dispatches,  to  influence 
the  vote  of  this  house,  and  to  make  a  part 
of  his  own  defence,  and  which  he  does  not 
lay  upon  the  table  ?     But,  sir,  I  did  not 
even  do  what  I  here  suppose.     I  did  not 
read  any  note  or  letter ;    in  the  first  in- 
stance, 1  read  it  in  answer  to  an  allegation, 
nade  in  contradiction  to  my  statement,  to 
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prove  the  facl"  to  be  as  I  stated  it,  and 
which  did  prove  it  to  be  so.     But  the  right 
hon.  gent,  is  not  only  so  much  mistaken  in 
his  fact,  that  it  cannot  aid  ;  but  he   has 
shewn  in  the  statement  of  it,  such  a  deter- 
mination to  misrepresent,  that  I  cannot 
hesitate  now  to  say,  that  there  is  good   • 
reason  to  believe,  from  his  haying  misre- 
presented this  fact,  that  he  did  garble  the 
documents  which  he  read  on  the  3rd  of 
Feb.     So  that,  this  is  not  only  a  case  which 
does  not  aid  his  defence,  but  it  is  a  case  in 
which  he  has  been  guilty  of  absolute  mis- 
representation,   and    which    affords    the 
strongest  reason  to  conclude,  that  his  con- 
duct has  been  that  which   it  has  been 
charged  to  have  been,  when  he  read  the 
dispatches.     I  trust,  sir,  that  by  this  state- 
ment, I  have  clearly  destroyed  the  autho- 
rity of  the  case  denved  from  my  own  con- 
duct.— Let  us  see  now,  sir,  how  his  other 
case  stands — he  tells  us  that  Mr.  Pitt,  when 
charged  by  Mr.  Fox,  did  the  same*thing>  . 
and  for  some  purpose  he  states,  that  I  have 
represented  Mr.  ritt's  character  in  glow- 
ing colours,  and  have  not,  I  suppose,  he 
means,  spoken  in  the  same  terms  of  Mr. 
Fox.     Sir,  I  spoke  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  I  felt  on 
the  occasion  to  which  I  was  referring,  and 
speaking  of  a  great  man,  who  is  no  more, 
with  whom  I  never  had  any  political  con- 
nection, but  constant  political  difference, 
I  think  I  did  right  to  speak  of  his  character 
and  conduct  as  I  felt  it ;    the   occasion 
being  one  of  strict  adherence  to  constitu- 
tional ground.     But  sir,  with  Mr.  Fox, 
I   not   only  always  acted,   but   I   lived 
with  him  in  habits  of  the  closest  intimacy 
and  friendship.      I  feel,  in  praising   Mr, 
Fox,  the  sort  of  indelicacy  that  belongs  to 
praising  publicly,  a  person  closely  con- 
nected and  belonging  as  it  were  to  oneself. 
It  is  not  that  I  do  not  hold  the  character  of 
that  great  man  and  most  illustrious  sena- 
tor, above  all  those  of  his  time  ;  it  is  not 
that  I  do  not  daily  lament  bis  loss ;  but 
that  it  is  unnecessary  and  almost  unfit,  that 
I  should  detail  those   sentiments  to  the 
house. — ^But,  sir,  with  respect  to  the  case 
cited  to  justify  the  act  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary,  which  my  motion  calls  in  ques-. 
tion,  T  deny  that  it  has  the  least  influence 
in  justifying  his  conduct.     The  right  hon., 
secretary  did  on  the  3rd  of  Feb.,  take  from 
his  box  a  great  many  dispatches  on  differ- 
ent subjects,  and  read  them  to  the  house 
in  part,  put  them  back  into  the  box,  and 
thus  influenced  the  decision  of  the  house, 
by  them,  and  refused  to  let  the  house  have, 
them  as  evidence  or  documents,  to  exa*' 
3N 
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mine  whether  he.stated  correcUyj  what  was 
contained  in  them.  But  what  was  the 
case  which  he  cited?  Mr.  Fox  accused 
Mr.  Pitt  of  not  having  had  pacific  disposi- 
tions ;  Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  says,  I  had  paci- 
fic dispositions,  and  to  prove  it,  he  takes 
from  bis  pocket  a  dispatch  nine  years  old, 
and  reads  it  to  satisfy  Mr.  Fox,  who  had 
made  a  personal  charge  against  Mr.  Pitt's 
inclinations  to  peace,  which  Mr.  Fox  says, 
he  is  sorry  he  had  not  made  public  earlier, 
^ow  is  this  in  the  least  like  the  case  in  ques- 
tion ?  Mr  P.  was  not  required  to  lay  the  pa- 
per on  the  table ;  Mr.  P.  was  not  influencmg 
the  decisions  of  the  house  by  the  paper; 
but  he  was  satisfying  an  individual  objec- 
tion to  the  pacihc  character  of  his  admi- 
nistration, and  to  confirm  his  assertion,  he 
read  the  dispatch  of  nine  years  old,  and 
he  read  it  throughout ;  how  can  this  be 
compared  with  the  conduct  to  which  my 
inotion  refers }  Does  this  drive  me  from 
the  principle  stated  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1792? 

3uite  the  reverse,  it  leaves  his  conduct  and 
iie  principle  I  contend  for  quite  untouch- 
ed. Why  did  not  the  right  hen.  gent, 
follow  it  ?  why,  because  his  previous  mis- 
conduct and  misrepresentation  had  made 
it  quite  impossible  for  him  to  rest  on  con- 
stitutional ground,  and  to  comply  with  the 
usages  of  parliament.  He  had  published 
a  declaration,  in  which  he  made  his  ma- 
jesty tell  all  Europe,  that  the  affair  .of 
Copenhagen  was  justified  by  the  secret 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit — so  it  stands 
in  the  first  declaration — in  the  second  de- 
claration respecting  Russia,  the  talk  of  se- 
cret arrangements  at  Tilsit,  as  justifying 
their  measure — biit  in  his  majesty's  speech 
they  drop  these  justifications  entirely,  and 
they  call  it  a  painfiil — (not  a  just — the 
usual  expression) — but  a  painful  and  ne- 
cessary measure.  It  was  incumbent  upon 
them  to  answer  all  this  in  parliament ;  they 
had  publicly  declared  the  ground  on 
which  they  had  attacked  Copenhagen,  and 
they  had  declared  false  ground — they  could 
not  have  recourse  to  Mr.  Pitt's  consti- 
tutional defence  in  1 792 — he  had  made  no 
false  declarations  to  embarrass  him,^  there- 
fore when  he  refused  papers  he  desired 
the  house  to  confide  in  him,  that-  there 
were  secrets  of  state,  the  disclosure  of 
which  would  injure  the  public — that  he  re- 
quired not  a  base  and  servile,  but  an  ho- 
nourable and  constitutional  confidence. 
But  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
by  his  previous  unfounded  justification  had 
deprived  him  of  all  right  to  confidence, 
and  of  all  means  of  using  it — that  consti- 


tutional argument  for  secrecy.  '  He  must 
refuse  the  papers,  and  the  only  ground 
he  had  for  inducing  the  house  to  agree 
with  him  was,  to  state  parts  of  those  very 
papers  which  he  refused.  Sir,  the  man-  . 
ner  in  which  the  right  hon.  gent.;  has  at- 
tacked me  in  defending  hi1nself91akes.it 
necessary  for  me  to  state. the  truth.— [A 
laugh  firom  the  government  benches. ]--- 
Sir,  if  I  have  committed  a  U^wu  Hngua  in 
the  hurry  of  speaking,  it  argues  no  folly 
in  the  person  speaking,  whatever  folly  may 
be  attached  to  those  vrho  raise  the  laugh, 
Sir,  I  have  in  my  motions  and  in  my 
opening  stated  nothing  but  truth,  but  { 
stated  it  in  temperate  and  civil  language. 
-^1  said  nothing  vindictive  or  persona^ 
and  1  have  put  no  coarse  expression  in 
the  motion.  But  the  vindictive  spirit  of 
the  defence,  and  my  being  falsely  ac- 
cused of  a  vindictive  spirit,  entitles  me  to 
say  now  with  truth,  that  he  did  garble  the 
dispatches  which  he  read,  and  that  having 
assigned  false  causes  for  his  attack  on  Co- 
penhagen, be .  could  not  refuse  informa- 
tion on  the  ground  of  confidence,  but  was 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  garble  the 
dispatches,  which  he  re^d  to  Ukis  house. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  say,  that 
the  cases  I  quoted  do  not  bear  me  out,  and 
that  as  no  motion  was  made  on  them,  that 
it  proves  there  was  nothing,  irregular 
done,  and  that  Mr.  Fox,  being  ^political 
enemy  of  lord  Melville,  his  reprimand  is 
no  authority  Sir,  I  deny  the  accuracy  of 
this  reasoning — the  cases  to  be  found  are 
but  two — they  are  slight  transgres8iion8> 
compared  to  that  which  I  am  now  cen- 
suring, and  the  mere  notice  was  thought 
sufficient  to  check  them  But  what  was 
the  conduct  to  which  my  motions  refer? 
— A  secretary  of  state  for  three  hours  to- 
gether, taking  from  his  box  state  paper 
afi;er  state  paper,  reading  them  partially, 
commenting  upon  them,  and  replacing 
them  in  his  box,  and  thereby  influencing 
debate  and  decision — refusing,  and  pre-r 
vaiting  on  the  house  to  refiise,  mformation 
by  these  very  statements,  on  vvbich  he 
rested  his  case.  XVas  this  like  the  ti-ans- 
action  in  171^5?  The  duke  of  Newcastle 
stated  but  a  short  passage,  and  that  was 
objected  to,  as  contrary  to  parliamentary 
usage. — Lord  Melville  read  but  a  passage, 
and  that  was  immediately  objected  to—, 
but  it  was  objected  to  by  his  political  ene- 
my, Mr.  Fox.  I  ask,  in  answer,  was  it  ju^t 
tified  by  his  political  friend  Mr.  Pitt.?— 
No,  never.— It  therefore  remains  a  repro- 
bated and  an  unjustified  transgression.  I  asft 
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acciued,  sir,  by  ^e  hon.  genL  who  spoke 
last,  with  haying  myself  committed  a  most 
Tiolent  o£fehce  against  order,  by  having 
introdaced  a  question  with  reference  to  a 
foriner  debate,  at  the  distanoe  of  a  month. 
Sir^  1  have  done  no  such  thing.  Yoar  at- 
tention to  the  orders  of  this  house  would 
have  checked  me  if  I  had  done  so.  My 
motion  is  founded  upon  what  sqppears  on 
the  journals  of  the  8th  of  Feb.  On  that 
day  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  '*  That  an.  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  maj.  that  he  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  give  directions,  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  house  a  copy  of 
.the  dispatch  from  lord  vise.  Howick  to  Mr. 
Garlike,  dated  LondoB  Dec.  S,  l-SCMS,  an 
Extract  from  which  was  read  by  Mr.  secre- 
tary Canning  in  his  place  in  this  house 
on  Wednesday  last,  and  the  Answer  of 
Mr.  Garlike  thereto,"  it  passed  in  the 
negative.  *  Resolved,  that  an  humble  ad- 
'  dress  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that 
'  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di* 

<  rectioBs,  that  there  be  laid  before  this 

*  house  copy  of  the  Note  delivered  by  Mr. 

*  Rist  to  IcNrd  viscount  ^owick,  relative  to 

*  the  Order  in  Council  of  January  7,  1807, 

*  and  the  Answer  thereto,  extracts  from 

*  which  were  read  by  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
'  ning  in  his  place  in  this  house  on  Wed- 

*  nesday  last'     «  Ordered,  That  the  said 

<  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty  by 

*  such  members  of  this  house  as  are  of  his 

*  mi^esty^smost  honourable  privy  council,' 
-—These  entries  are  unparalleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  parliament.  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  it  is  the  first  time  that  any  such  en- 
try appears;  they  establish,^  if  allowed  to 
stand  unobserved  upon,  that  a  secretary 
of  state  read  parts  of  dispatches,  and  did 
not  deliver  them  in — ^they  do  not  appear 
to  be  before  us,  in  either  of  the  legitimate 
modes  by  which  we  get  state  papers ;  they. 
have  not  been  laid,  by  the  command  of 
the  king,  and  one,  set  of  them  is  refused 
to  be  addressed  for  by  this  house  on  the 
8th.  They  are  produced  since  on  the 
motion  of  the  secretary  of  state  himself, 
on  the  26th,  and  he  who  had  before  re- 
fused them,  for  reasons  of  state  safety,  now 
moved  for  their  production  for  self  de- 
fence. Where  then  is  his  ground  for 
charging  me  with  a  disorderly  proceeding  r 
But,  sir,  the  gentleman  is  equally  unfor- 
tunate in  his  precedent,  which  has  produc- 
ed so  much  solemnity ;  indeed  I  am 
astoniahed,  how  he  and  those  connected 
with  blip  should  have  the  boldness  to  al- 
lude lo  that  transaotionj  considering  that 


soitte  among  them  are  guilty  of  the  great- 
est violation  of  the  constitution  that  ever 
was  committed,  by  their  conduct  on  that 
occasion.  I  mean  the  reference  to  the 
conduct  of  lord  Grey  on  the  change  of 
administration,  who  is  charged  with  hav- 
ing done  what  I  charged  the  right  hon« 
secretary  to  have  done,  by  stating  the  mi- 
nute of  cabinet  which  took  place  at  tho 
change  of  administration.  Has  the  hon. 
gent,  and  those  near  him,  forgot  that 
there  is  a  news-paper  called  the  Morning 
Post,  that  that  minute  had  been  previously 
published  in  that  newspaper  in  a  garbled 
state ;  who  furnished  that  garbled  minute 
to  the  Morning  Post  ?  perhaps  the  right 
hon.  secretary  can  tell  this,  and  if  he  can^ 
shall  we  hesitate  to  be  convinced  that 
he  is  himself  the  reader  of  garbled  ex- 
tracts. But,  sir,  lord  Grey  stated  here,  that 
he  acted  by  the  permission  of  the  king. 
What  he  stated  (for  he  read  nothing) 
was  by  his  majesty's  permission  to  coun- 
teract a  newspaper  misrepresentation,  and 
not  to  influence  decision;  to  set  him- 
self and  his  colleagues  right  in  the  eyes 
of  this  house  ;  and  it  seems  most  extraor- 
dinary that  a  case  thus  circumstanced 
should  be  cited,  as  having  any  bearing  on 
this  case,  when  papers  were  read  for  hours 
together  without  any  authority  to  read 
them,  in  order  to  influence  debate  and  de- 
cision.— ^Now,  sir,  I  insist  that  the  conduct 
of  the  right  honourable  secretaiy,  which 
I  call  in  question,  is  against  the  usage 
of  parHament — that  this  is  proved  by  its 
never  appearing  to  have  been  the  practice 
of  the  house,  and  by  its  being  checked 
each  time  on  the  occasions  on  which  it 
was  done.  As  to  modem  practice,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  I  care  not,  because,  I  deny 
that  that  justifies  the  practice,  or  defeats 
the  ancient  usage,  founded  on  the  principle* 
that  formed  the  common  law  of  the  coun- 
try/  the  practice  of  the  house,  and  the 
acquiescence  of  the  people  ;  and,  I  con- 
tend that  my  doctrine  is  confirmed  aiid 
established  hy  the  entries  of  the  8th  of 
Feb.  which  I  have  read  to  the  house,  beinc^ 
the  only  entries  of  the  sort  to  be  found 
on  your  journals.  Had  it  been  otherwise, 
there  must  have  been  hundreds  of  the 
same  sort.  It  is  to  check  this  practice 
that  I  have  moved  these  resolutions,  the 
wording  of  which  the  right  hon.  secretary 
has  chosen  to  criticize.  As  to  his  insig- 
nificant grammatical  observations,  I  cer- 
tainly shall  not  waste  the  time  of  the 
house  by  entering  on  them.  But  as  to 
their  substance  and  object,  my  meaning 
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wts  this,  and .  I  contend  that  I  hare  exe* 
cQted  it — to ,  resolve  the  fact  in  the  firat# 
and  draw  the  conclusion  in  the  second* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  retiredj  be- 
i^ause  Uiey  criminate  him :  and  yoa»  sir, 
have  sanctioned  his  act.    I  can  only  say 
what  my  meaning  was.    I  will  not  assert 
that,  hi  nice  construction,  the  latter  part  of 
the  second  resolution  may  not  be  connected 
with  the  fact  started  in  %he  beginning  of  the 
first,  namely,  that  the  secretary  of  state 
being  charged  with  having  done  the  thing, 
the  offence  may  not  be  referred  to  him 
personally,  stated  at  the  end  of  the  second 
nesoltttion.      But  my  meaning  was,  by 
using  the  words  *  confidential  servants  of 
the  crown,'  to  make  it  a  general  proposi- 
tion as  to  all,  and  not  a  breach- of  trust 
by  onej  as  my  object  was  a  general  re- 
aolution  to  prevent  the  grievance  in  future. 
Sir,  I  am  now,  notwithstanding  the  tone  in 
which  this  has  been  taken  up,  perfectly 
satisfied  that  I  have  discharged  a  most  im- 
]^ortant  duty  in  bringing  this  most  impor- 
tant question  of  the  law  and  constitution 
'  ef  parliament  ini»  discussion ;    botli  to 
counteract  the  entries  on  the  journals,  and 
V>  check  a  course  of  proceeding  which 
places  the  means  of  swaying  the  decisions 
and  acts  of  this  house,  by  misrepresent- 
ing facts,  and  withholding  the  evidence  of 
them  intirely  in  the  hands  of  the  ministers 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

Monday,  March  7. 


[Danish  Ships  detained  peeviovs  to 
HosTtuTiEs.]     Lord  Sidmouth  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  a , 
subject  which  he  considered  of  great  im- 
portance.   He  alladed  to  the  case  of  those 
Danish  ships  which  had  been  detained  in 
or  brought  into  the  ports  of  this  country, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities with  Denmark.    He  had  heard,  that 
in  consequence  of  a  rumoar  of  the  desti- 
nation of  the  armament  subsequently  sent 
against  Denmark,  a  represenUtion  had 
been  made  to  government  on  behalf  of  the 
E^ish  vessels  then  in  our  ports,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining,    whether  they 
were  safe  in  completing  their  cargoes^. 
The  nature  of  this  representation,  or  the 
answer  to  it,  he  did  not  know,  but  iBiiler- 
wards,  in  consequence  of  its  being  intima- 
ted by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Co- 
penhagen, that  there  was  no  expectation 
of  hostilities  with  this  comitry,  those  ves- 
sels proceeded  to  complete  their  cargoes. 
Previous,  howeven  to  the  sailing*  of  the 
expedition,  an  order  was  issued,  under 
which  all  these  vessels  were  detained,  and 
others  brought  in,  the  whole  of  which  he 
had  heard,  were   since  condemned,  ond 
I  had  become  Droits  of  Admiralty.    The 


ef  the  crown.     If  this  object  is  obtained  1 1  produce  of  these. Tessels  and  cargoes,  he 


am  satisfied,  and  I  am  confident  ths^  in 
foture  what  has  been  done  now  will  put  a 
stop  to  any  sucli  proceeding  hereaker; 
and  that  in  our  time  at  least,  no  minister 
Ijvill  dare  to  do  what  was  done  on  the  third 
of  Feb. 'last.  That  being  my  conviction, 
I  have  no  desire  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
house  at  this  late  hour,  and  after  this  very 
fatiguing  week,  upon  the  question.  It  is 
sufficient  for  me  that  it  remains  on  record 
that  I  have  interfered  to  check  this  most 
injurious  and  unconstitutional  practice.  • 

The  house  then  divided  upon  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question.  Ayes,  168  ; 
:Noes,  67;  Majority,  101.— While  the 
Minority  were  in  the  lobby,  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby .  addressed  them.  He  observed, 
.that  the  order  of  the  day,  relative  to 
the  Orders  in  Council  Bill,  was  yet  to 
be  disposed  of  He  supposed  that  mini- 
sters would  not  attempt  to  bring  forward 
such  a  question  at  so  late  an  hour.  But 
if  they  would  ^o  into  it,  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  remain,  anci  convince  the 
chancellj^r  of  the  exchequer  that  they 
could  stay  up  as  well  as  he  or  his  col- 
.  leagues.    [  A.  cry  of  hear  I  hear !  ] 


had  also  heard,  amounted  to  nearly  two 
million,  if  these  statements  were  true, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  the  circum^ 
stances  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  the 
country.  Unless  he  had  further  information, 
he  must  even  believe,  that  our  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  caused  the  war  with  Denmark, 
and  therefore  that  the  vesseb  previously 
detained,  ought  to  have  been  considered 
in  a  diiiereut  situation  from  vessels  de-> 
tained  inconsequence  of  the  previous  hos- 
tile conduct  of  the  power  to  which  they 
belonged.  He  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  whether  it  was  true, 
that  the  vessels  he  had  alluded  to  had 
been  condemned  in  the  manner  stated,  and 
also,  whether  the  crews  were  detained  as 
prisoners  of  war  B 

Lord  Hofwheibtay  stated,  that  t|ie  same 
course  had  been  adopted  with  respect  to 
the  Danish  vesself- which  were  detained 
on  receiving  information  of  the  hpstile 
intea^ons  of  Denmark,  as  had  been  adopt- 
ed with  respect  to  ^e  vessels  of  other 
powers  detained  under  ^milar  circum.- 
stances.  He  thought  it  necessary  also  to 
state,  that  no.  assurance  of  protection  was 
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given  either  directly  or  indirectly  by  go- 
vernment to  the  Danish  vessels  in  our 
ports,  at  the  period  mentioned  by  the  no- 
ble viscount. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
some  of  these  vessels  had  been  previously 
brought  into  our  ports,  having  been  de- 
tained as  neutrals  under  diilerent  pre- 
tences ;  and  that,  in  several  instances, 
there  v^rere  decrees  of  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty hi  their  favour  ;  but,  by  the  Order 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  viscount  and  the 
subsequent  proceedings,  all  these  were 
also  condemned,  which  formed  a  peculiar 
^asd  of  hardship  upon  the  individuals 
whose  property  was  thus  taken  from  them. 

Lord  Sidtnouth  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  given  by  the  noble  secre- 
tary, contending,  as  he  did,  that  the  Da- 
nish vessels  were  in  a  different  situation  to 
those  .of  any  other  power  detained  previ- 
ous to  hostilities.  His  noble  friend  had 
omitted  to  answer  one  of  his  questions, 
whether  the  crews  of  these  vessels  were 
detained  as  prisoners  of  war  ?    . 

Lord  Hawkesbujy  contended,  that  the 
case  of  the  Danish  vessels  was  the  same 
as  those  of  other  vessels  detained  previous 
to  hostilities.  As  to  the  crews,  they  were, 
as  in  other  cases,  detain/^d  prisoners  of  war, 
with  the  exception  of  some  individuals, 
who  had  been,  under  particular  circum- 
stances, released.  A  cartel  had  been  pro- 
posed to  the  Danish  government,  but  had 
been  hitherto  declined. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  wished  to  be  inform- 
ed how  the  money  produced  by  the  sale  of 
these  vessels  and  cargoes  was  to  be  ap- 
plied ?  and  whether  any  account  of  its  ap- 
plication would  be  made  known  ? 

Lord  Hawkeshury  said,  the  amount  had 
been  greatly  exaggerated,  but  whatever  it 
was  it  would  be  known. 

Lord  Sidmouih  said,  he  had  only  stated 
the  amount  from  report. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  7. 

[Minutes.] — ^The  Speaker  acquainted 
the  house  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  brigadier-general  sir  S.  Achmuty, 
dated  the  4th  inst.  in  answer  to  one  from 
him,  transmitting  the  Resolutions  of  the 
house  of  the  16th  of  April  last.  He  then 
read  the  Letter,  which  contained  a  brief 
but  neat  acknowledgment  to  the  house, 
for  the  distinguished  honour  they  had 
conferred  on  the  general,  on  brigadier- 
general  Lumley,  and  on  the  officers  and 


troops  composing  the  army  that  attacked 
JNionte  Video,  all  of  whom  felt  highly 
grateful  for  this  mark  of  the  approbation  of 
their  fellow-subjects,  thus  conveyed  to 
them  through  the  medium  of  theirrepre.-. 
sentatives. — Mr.  Simeon  brought  up  th^ 
report  of  the  Grampound  Election  com- 
mittee, which  declared  the  election  for. 
that  borough  to  be  null  and  void.— Mr. 
Wiiberforce  brought  up  the  i*eport  of  the 
Newcastle-under-Line  Election  Commit- 
tee, which  stated  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition 
that  had  been  presented  against  them  was 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious. — Mr.  Parnell 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  Freeholders 
of  the  Queen's  County,  praying  for  a 
Commutation  of  Tithes.  .  He  observed, 
that  the  fireeholders  of  that  county  amount- 
ed to  4,000 ;  that  this  petition  expressed 
the  unanimous  sense  of  the  county,  beipg 
no  party  business  whatever ;  that  it  was 
signed  by  several  beneficed  clergymen, 
and  that  every  clergyman  with  whom  he 
had  conversed  on  the  subject,  had  declared 
his  decided  approbation  of  the  object 
which  the  petitioners  sought.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  petition  would  meet 
with  that  attention  from  the  house  to 
which  it  was  entitled,  tor  he  was  convinced, 
that.no  measure  that  could  be  proposed 
would  tend  more  effectually  to  allay  the 
discontents  in  Ireland,  than  the  commuta- 
tion of  the  tithes  of  that  country.  Under 
this  impression  he  gave  notice,  that  if  his 
majesty's  ministers  should  not  take  up  this 
subject,  he  would,  on  an  early  day  after 
the  recess,  move  that  that  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house : 
he  would  delay  his  motion,  because  he 
understood  that  several  other  petitions  of 
a  similar  nature  were  in  preparation,  and 
particularly  from  some  of  the  Grand 
Juries. — ^The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.— 'On  the  motion  of  sir  F. 
Burdett  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  house,  an  Account  of  the  total 
sum  issued  under  Warrants  from  his  ma- 
jesty, out  of  the  registry  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  being  proceeds  of  Droits  of 
Admiralty,  or  of  Droits  of  the  Crown, 
since  the  1st  of  Jan.  1792,  to  the  latest 
period  to  which  the  same  can  be  made  ■ 
out ;  and  also  of  the  Balance  of  the  Re- 
gistry, arising  from  the  said  Di'oits. 

Mutiny  Bill.] — ^The  Mutiny  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  motion, 
that  it  be  committed  to-morrow. 

The  Secretary  at  War  gave  notice,  that  a 
noble  friend  of  his  would  to-morrow  in 
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the  committee  move  a  clause  to*  empower 
the  enlisting  men  for  life.' 

Sir  John  Newport  expressed  his  sur)>rise, 
fhat  a  measnre  which  was  to  undo  the 
eflect  of  the  whole  military  system  which 
had  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  legisla- 
ture, was  to  be  brought  forward  in  the 
shape  of  a  clanse  in  the  committee. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  saw  no- 
thing improper  in  the  mode  in  which  the 
alteration  proposed  was  intended  to  be 
introduced  by  his  noble  iriend,  for  two 
reasons ;  in  the  first  place,  because  there 
was  no  other  way  in  which  it  could  be 
done  ;  and  secondly,  because  the  change 
of  system  which  had  been  introduced  by 
a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
been  done  precisely  in  the  same  way, 
namely,  in  a  committee  on  the  Mutiny  Bill. 

Mr.  Caleraft  contended  that  it  might 
have  been  done,  if  not  in  a  diiferent  way, 
at  least  at  an  earlier  period,  so  that  the 
house  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
frequently  debating  the  question. 

Mr.  Windham,  who  entered  the  house 
shortly  after,  asked,  whether  it  was  true, 
that  notice  had  been  given  of  certain 
clauses  to  be  inserted  in  the  Mutiny  Bill, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  overturn 
the  military  system  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed some  time  ago  ?  —On  being  answered 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  some  clauses 
altering  the  system  of  recruiting  were  to 
be  proposed,  he  gave  notice,  tfiat  he  would 
Opppse  them  in  every  stage  of  the  bill. 

[Commercial  Licences.] — Mr.  Homer 
tGse  to  move,  "  That  such  part  of  the 
Papers  presented  to  the  house  on  the  10th 
and  1 1th  Feb.  as  related  to  the  Fees  and 
Gratuities  paid  on  Licences  for  Navigation 
and  Trade,  be  refen'ed  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Offices."  The  subject  of  these 
Licences  resolved  itself  into  two  parts. 
The  first,  and  by  far  the  most  important, 
was  the  acknowledged  anomaly  in  our 
commercial  system  which  they  had  occa- 
sioned, and  the  encroachment  which  they 
had  made  upon  the  constitution,  by  plac- 
ing the  whole  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country  under  the  controul  of  the  execu- 
tive government;,  than  any  interferenceby 
whom  in  commercial  affairs  all  authorities 
concurred  in  declaring  thiit  nothing  could 
be  tiiore  prejudicial.  But  it  was  not  to  this 
great  branch  of  the  subject  he  at  present 
wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  house : 
should  his  majesty's  ministers,  who,  from 
so  many  circumstances,  must  be  infinitely 
better  qualified  to  bring  it  under  the  con- 
sideration of  parliament,  neglect  to  do  so. 


he  pledged  himself,  at  some  future  period 
of  the  session,  to  undertake  the  task.  At 
present,  all  he  desired  was,  to  invest^te 
the  minor  branch  of  it,  namely,  the  unount 
of  the  Fees  obtained  through  the  medium 
of  the  Licences,  and  the  nature  of  the 
authority  bywhich  those  fees  were  claimed. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  if  these  licences 
were  considered  as  generally  necessary, 
it  would  be  much  better  to  come  to  the 
legislature,  and  render  the  trade,  to  the 
carrying  on  of  which  they  were  the  sane* 
tion,  legal  for  a  time  to  be  limits ;  in 
imitation  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  1798,  at  whose 
instigation  the  importation  of  l^anish 
goods  was  permitted  by  act  of  parliament. 
Adverting  to  the  returas  of  the  fees,  gra- 
tuities, &c.  he  observed  that  they  were  aot 
quite  satisfactory.  It  was  stated  in  those 
returns,  that  the  fee  for  a  licence  amounted 
only  to  12/.  9^.  6d.;  now,  he  knew  that 
on  every  licence  that  had  been  grafted, 
the  fees  had  exceeded  15/.  and  sometimes 
20/. ;  and  that  where  one  merchant  had 
obtained  licences  for  several  ships,  instead 
of  an  additional  guinea  only  having  been 
charged  for  each  vessel,  as  stated  in  the 
returns,  not  less  than  651.  or  66/.  had  been 
charged  for  a  licence  for  six  ships. 

Mr.  Rose  observ!:d,  that  so  long  since 
as  Aug.  last,  his  majesty's  -ministers  had 
instituted  an  infpiiry  into  this  subject,  and 
that  some  weeks  asfo  the  privy  couiieil 
finding  the  amount  of  the  fees  to  be  -so  con- 
siderable,  had  taken  the  matter  into  seri- 
ous consideration,  and  had  entered  into  a 
strict  investigation  of  it.  Before  the  re-> 
ference  of  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of 
Fiiiance,  he  thought  it  would  be  most  de- 
sirable to  have  before  the  house  proceed- 
ings of  the  privy  council,  and  he  therefore 
recommended  to  the  hon.  gent,  to  post- 
pone his  motion  for  a  short  time,  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  in  a  few  days  of 
moving  an  address  to  his  majesty  for  the 
production  of  the  proceedings  of  the  privy 
council.  Nothing  could  be  further  from 
his  wish,  than  to  suppress  enquiry  on  this 
subject,  which,  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
desirouis  should  be  thoroughly  sifted. 

The  Advocate  General  ^emari£ed,  that  the 
ground  on  which  these  licenses  had  been 
granted,  was,  not  for  the  purpose  of  plac-* 
ing  foreign  trade  under  the  controul  of  the 
executive,  but  to  permit  British  sufagects 
to  trade  with  the-  enemy.  In  1^05,  a  Ge- 
neral Ordef'in  Council  had  been  issued, 
to  enable  British  merchants  to  ti*ade  with 
the  enemy,  ?rt  certain  articles  of  great  im- 
portance to  agriculture  and  to^  aianuiacy 
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tures.  fn  Feb.  1807,  an  extension  of  that 
Order  had  been  made ;  but  the  merchants 
had  nevertheless  continued  voluntarily  to 
take  out  licenses^  although  they  had  been 
repeatedly  told  that  they  were  unneces- 
sary.— ^After  some  further  conversation, 
Mr.  Horner  agreed  to  postpone  his  mo- 
tion*. 

[ORDERS  i^  Council  Bill.] — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  farther 
consjderattok  of  the  report  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  biU.~^n  the  motion  that  the 
Bill  be-  engrossed,  a  short  conversation 
took  place  between  Mr.  Ponsonby,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  lord  H. 
Petty,  relative  to  the  provision  for  bring- 
ing neutral  vessels,  having  East  India  arti- 
cles on  board,  to  the  port  of  London,  in- 
stead of  allowing  them  to  land  their  car- 
goes, and  to  export  fi*om  the  most  convex 
nient  out-ports.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  stated  the  meaning  to  be  that, 
when.  American  vessels,  for  instance,  con- 
tained a  portion  of  tea,  &c.  amounting  to 
one  fourth  of  the  cargoes,  then  the  whole 
caj-go  must  come  to  London;  when. the 
portion  should  be  less,  then  only  the  par- 
ticular portion  should  be  required  to  be 
brought  to  this  port.  This  not  being  per- 
fectly satisfactory,  notice  was  given  by 
lord  H.  Petty  that  some  amendment 
should  be  proposed  on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  asked  .whether  the  duties 
imposed  upon  the  exportation  of  neutral 
property  were  to  extend  to  the  article  of 
fish? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered, 
that  they  were,  and .  contended  that  it 
would  deserve  serious  consideration  be- 
fore such  encouragement  should  be  given 
to  the  neutral  fisheries  in  preference  to 
our  ovm. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  replied,  that  this  mea- 
sure would  go  near  to  ruin  our  own  New- 
foundland Fishery,  for  a  great  part  of  the 
fish  caught  there  was  sent  to  America, 
and  from  (hence  carried  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. This  was  the  only  channel  by 
which  it  could  now  be  sent,  and  it  would 
be  scarcely  possible  to  exempt  our  own 
fish  from  the  duties,  without  also  exempt- 
ing that  of  America- 
Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  every  step  in 
the  progress  of  this  measure  demonstrated, 
that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Liver- 
pool Petitioners  had  been  heard  at  the 
bar ;  for  it  clearly  appeared,  that  there 
were  many  points  of  which  ministers 
then^selves  had  not  been  able  to  perceive 
the  consequences.    They  hadnot  clearly 


understood  the.  value  of  American  neiitra4> 
lity,  even  as  to  our  own  fisheries ;  and 
yet  they  had  the  good  fortune  "^to  persuade 
the  house,  to' shut  out  the  commercial  sub- 
jects of  the  kingdom  from  being  heard. 
He  had  once  thought  this  measure  quite 
original,  but  lately  he  had  found  a  prece** 
dent  for  it.  One  of  thie  West  India 
islands  had  been  in  want  of  provisions, 
and  only  one  person  had  any  to  dispose 
of.  That  person  had  another  article  for 
which  he  could  get  no  sale ;  but  he  told 
the  inhabitants  t^at  they  must  have  the. 
other  article,  or  they  should  have  no  pro*- 
visions.  By  this  expedient  he  got  rid  of 
his  grindstones,  and  was,  all  his  life  afiber, 
called  '  Grindstone  Lynch.'  He  state<^ 
that  of  the  primum  for  the  linen  manu«> 
facture  of  Ireland,  4-5ths  came  from  Ame- 
rica ;  and  adverted  to  the  danger  that 
would  restilt  from  the  stoppage  of  this 
supply.  The  interests  of  Ireland  ought 
the  more  to  be  considered  on  this  occa- 
sion; because  the  linen  manufacture  had 
been  forced  on  her  instead  of  the  woolienr, 
for  which  she  had  the  primum.  He  also 
adverted  to  the  consequences  to  our  silk 
manufacture  here.  Of  the  primum  for 
this  there  was  not  in  the  country  more 
than  six  weeks  supply,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  period  60,000  men  might  b^  driven 
out  of  employment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  inconvenience  with  respect  to 
Ireland  existed  from  the  American  em- 
bargo, and  did  not  arise  from  the  Orders 
in  Council.  As  to-  silk,  part  of  that  was 
brought  from  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
East  ladies.  The  Italian  silk  was  exclu^ 
ded,  not  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  bat  by 
the  French  decrees.  The  only  efifect  of 
these  observations  would  be  to  apprize 
America  of  the  injury  she  could  do  us  by 
holding  out. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  admired  the  candour  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.  Did  he  think  the 
Americans  ignorant  of  the  amount  of  their 
supplies  to  Ireland  ?  Did  they  sell  tliem 
for  nothing  ?  Or  did  they  throw  the  flax- 
seed into  the  sea,  and  leave  it  to  float  from 
America  to  the  Irish-  coast?  As  to  tht 
embargo,  his  right  hon.  friend's  argument 
went  to  tys,  that  by  our  measures  we 
should  induce  the  Americans  to  continue, 
it ;  and  as  to  the  article  of  silk,  he  knew 
that  it  ^was  prohibited  by  the  French  de'^ 
cree^;  but  the  complaint  was  that  these 
Orders  had  locked  up  the  continental 
ports  still  faster;  and  finished  what  Buo- 
naparte had  lefl;  undone. — ^The  Bill  was 
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then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Tharsday. 

HOUSE   OP   LOBDS. 

TuiCidij^,  March  8. 
Ambkican  Treaty.]      Lord    Gramlk 
rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  noble  secre- 
tary of  state>  before  the  house  entered  on 
Ihe  iropoitant  discussipn  which  was  this 
night  to  engage  their  attention,  respecting 
a  topic  which  of  late  had  been  allyided  to 
in  the  course  of  debate.    The  subject  to 
which  he  referred  was  the  assertion  made 
by  the  noble  secretary,  most  assuredly 
with  no  design  to  mislead,  that  the  Treaty 
signed  with  America  by  the  late  admi- 
nistration had.  been  received  in  America 
previous  to,  the  separation  of  congress; 
and  that  the  treaty  was  revised  to  be  rati- 
fied, and  was  sent  back  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States.     Now,  he  believed 
he  might  safely  venture  to  assert,  that 
neither  of  these  assertions  was  founded  in 
fact ;  and  if  the  noble  secretary  had  ad- 
vanced, any  such  assertions  without  due 
consideration,  he  was  convinced  that  his 
jusual  candour  would  incline  him  to  ac- 
knowledge the  inadvertence.    This,  in  his 
mind,  was  a  topic  that  could  not  be  too 
much  insisted  upon,  and  which  was  likely 
jsoon  to  come  before  their  lordships  in  a 
variety  of  shapes.     Not  only,  he  believed, 
the  Treaty  in  question  had  not  been  re- 
ceived in  America  before  congress  sepa- 
rated ;    but  that  might  very  well  be  the 
reason  why  it  was  supposed  the  president 
had  refused  to  ratify,  and  why  a  number 
of  insinuations  were  studiously  sent  abroad 
of  the  predetermined  hostile  disposition  on 
the  part  of  America.    But  it  was  not  in 
America  only  that  such  notions  were  pro- 
pagated.   Every  thing  here  seemed  anxi- 
ously to  be  seized  that  could  stir  up  a 
spirit  of  animosity  against  America,  and 
prepare  the  public   mind  for  hostilities 
with  that  country,  than  which  there  was 
nothing  he  felt  moi^e  disposed  to  depre- 
cate* 

^  Lord  Hawbesbury  was  not  aware  that 
any  thing  which  had  fallen  from  him  on 
wy  former  occasion,  could  be  so  interpre- 
tedf ;  and  he  was  desirous  to  rectify  any 
error  or  mistake  into  which  he  may  hftve 
&Uen  upon  this  subject.  To  the  best  of 
his  recollection,  what  he  had  before  stated 
4>n  this  point,  in  answer  to  a  question  put 
to  him,  was  this :  that  an  official  copy  of 
the  Treaty,  together  with  a  dispatch  from 
ihe  noble  secretary  of  state  (lord  Howick), 
bad  been  received  in  America  antecedent 


to  the  separation  of  Congress ;  that  is  to 
say,  it  was  received  by  the  British  mini- 
ster at  Washington  on  the  2d  of  March, 
and  the  congress,  he  believed,  separated 
omtbe  3d ;  that  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  it,  Mr.  Erskine  ccnnmanicated  it- 
to  Mr.  Maddison,  who  communicated  it 
to  the  President  that  the  report  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Treaty  had  very  generally 
gone  abroad,  and  in  consequence  of  that 
report  the  senate  sent  a  message  to  the 
president,  expressing  a  wish  to  know  if  it 
was  his  intention  to  make  any  commani<> 
cation  to  them  previous  to  their  separation : 
that  the  answer  of  the  president  was  iii 
the  negative ;  and  that  it  was  generally 
understood  the  president  was  displeased 
with  the  omission  of  the  artic*  3  respecting 
the  question  of  the  impress  of  seamen ;  and 
that,  on  account  of  that  omission,  he  had 
refused  to  ratif^*^  the  treaty.  This  was  the 
sum  of  what  he  had  before  stated  on  this 
subject,  and  he  was  now  ready  to  repeat 
it. 

Lord  Auckland  thought  this  a  matter  of 
such  importance,  that  it  could  not  be  too 
fully  discussed  and  understood.  He  con- 
tended the  Treaty  was  still  in  America, 
aiid  that  the  president  betrayed  no  other 
wish  than  to  continue  and'  follow  up  the 
treaty  until  it  was  brought  to  an  amicable 
conclusion.  As  to  the  marginal  riotes 
which  accompanied  the  copy  of  the  Trea- 
ty, they  were  not  notes  added  by  the  Ame- 
rican government  as  the  ground  of  a  new 
treaty,  but  merely  an  indication  of  the 
points  upon  which  it  was  desired  to  have 
further  discussion  and  information. 

Lord  Hawkesbmy  stated,  that  the  offi- 
cial copy  arrived  on  the  2d  of  March,  and 
the  senate,  separated  on  the  5d.  As  to  the 
marginal  notes,  they  had  been  presented 
to  the  house  in  the  same  shape  tn  which 
they  had  beenreceived  from  the  American 
ministers  here. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued  upon 
this  subject,  in  which  lord  Grenville  urged 
the  want  of  conciliation  on  the  part  of 
ministers  towards  America;  and  contended, 
that  the  president  could  not  take  the  opi- 
nion of  the  senate  until  he  had  received 
the  .treaty  itself,  librd  Hawkesbury  con- 
tended that  he  might  have  kept  the  senate 
sitting  or  adjourned  it  only  for  a  short  pe* 
riod.  This  was  admitted  by  lord  Holland, 
who,  however,  contended  tfiat  the  presi- 
dent adopted  the  most  conciliatory  course 
in  suffering  the  senate  to  separate,  and  in 
the  me^  time  endeavouring  to  renew  the 
negociations.    .         .  .         - '  •   ' 
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[OjtDERs  IN  Council.]  Lord  Erskinc 
rose  and  spoke  nearly  as  follows : — My 
lords;  the  Kesolutions,  which  I  had  the 
honour  on  a  former  day  to  read  in  my 
place  to  the  house^  uid  which  I  am  pre- 
sently about  to  propose  to  your  lordships 
to  adopt,  involve  a  higher  and  mDre  ex* 
tensive  consideration  than  even  the  justice 
^d  effect  of  the  late  Orders  in  Council, 
as  they  regard  the  United  States  6f  Ame- 
rica,  momentous  as  that  consideration  un- 
doubtedly is.  They  involve  no  less  a 
question,  (I  speak  most  advisedly  when  I 
say  it,) — they  involve  no  less  a  question, 
than  the  very  existence  of  that  whole 
system  of  conventional  public  law,  which 
has  contributed  so  much  to  advance  the 
civilization,  and  to  secure  the  happiness  of 
the  world*  They  involve  no  less  a  question, 
than  whether  the  tyranny  of  revolution- 
ary Finance  shall  terminate  its  destructive 
career  in  the  temporary  sufferings  of  the 
nations  now  subject  to  its  dominion; 
whether  it  shall  exhaust  its  force  upon  the 
persons  and  properties  of  the  present  gene- 
ration in  the  temporary  exactions  of  con- 
quest; or,  whether  that  dominion  shall 
extend  itself  over  the  humaii  mind  in  all 
coun^es  and  in  all  aoes ;  whether  it  shall 
repeal  and  trample  m  the  dust  all  the 
sanctions  of  morals  and  policy,  which  the 
wisdom  of  ages  has  ripened  into  universal 

.law,.for  universal  security  and  peace 

G.  Britain  alone  can  answer  this  question 
for  the  world  :  she  alone  can  pronounce/ 
whether  the  injustice  of  France  shall  be 
received  as  a  warrant  for  universal  injus- 
tice, or  whether,  statiding  as  we  do,  upon 
this  proud  eminence,  surrounded  by  that 
impreCTable  moat  with  which  the  Divine 
Providence  has  fortified  this  island,  we 
can  say,  as  the  instrument  of  that  provi- 
dence^ to  the  porteatuQus  evils  which  so 
remarkably  characterize  this  uiaexampled 
period,  '  Thus  far  shall  ye  advance,  and 
no  fiauther.'-^My  lords,  although  this  mo- 
mentuoHs  subject  has  been  repeatedly, 
and  in  various  shapes,  presented  for  your 
consideration,  I  am  sony  to  be  Ql)liged  to 
observe,  that  it  has  not  as  vet  been  re- 
ceived by  his  majesty's  ministers  in  such 
a  manner,  as  either  the  house  or  the  pub- 
lic, but,  above  all,  as  other  nations,  had  a 
neht'to  expect'from  a  British  parliament  i 
Tlie  breach  of  the  law  of  nations  by  mi- 
nisters has  been  put  aside  by  irrelevant 
recriminations  upon  supposed  breaches  of 
the- same  law  by  others;  and  the  facts, 
froiti  the  estaUishment  of  which  the  legal 
argument  coald  alo^e  be  brondit  to  a 


decision,  have  been  put  aside  by  tiie  pre- 
vious question.  —  It  has  therefone  been 
thought  right  to.  prepare  the  Besolutions, 
which  I  am  presently  to  propose  to  you, 
and  to  frame  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
embraceihe  whole  subject :  they  therefore 
declare  tne  right  of  neutral  nations  to  the 
commerce  secui^  to  them  by  the  general 
law  of  the  civilized  world,  and  by  we  par- 
ticular laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm ; 
they  deny  the  legality  of  the  Order  in 
Council  of  the  1 1th  of  Nov.  and  the  others 
dependent  upon  it,  as  being  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  both,  and  they  maintain  these  pro- 
positions, not  in  loose  and  general  terms, 
so.  as  to  lead  again  to  the  shelter  of  a  de- 
sultory debate,  but,  in  language  most  tech- 
nically precise,  they  point  out  the  law  as 
it  exists,  and  mark  all  the  departures  from  . 
it  which  they  condemn. — ^When  the  mat- 
ter is  therefore  brought  to  this  direct  issue 
-»i.  e.  whet^ier  the  late  Orders  in  Council, 
are  justified  by,  or  contrary  to,  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  law  of  the  land,  and  when, 
as  a  peer  of  the  realm,  I  arraign  them  in 
this  great  public  council  as  a  violation  of 
both,  can  it  possibly  be  any  answer- to 
such  charges,  that  a  former  administration 
of  the  king's  government  was  ^ilty  of  a 
similar  violation  ?     Can  we,  sitting  here  a$ 
statesmen  representing  the  whole  British 
people,  so  abuse  their  interests  and  i](isult 
their  feelings  in  such  distressing  and  peril- 
ous times  ?---Jf,  indeed,  the  breach  of  the 
law  had  becii  established  or  admitted,  and 
the  question  before  us  were  the  degree  of 
blame  imputable  to  minbters  for  having 
so  mistaken  the  public  interests  and  the 
law,  it  might  deserve  consideration  whe- 
ther they  had  been  led  into  such  error  by 
the  conduct  of. their  predecessors,  and  the . 
faith  reposed  in  their  administration.    Biit 
when  the  question  is  thus  brought  to  a 
precise  legal  issue,  in  which  ministers  and 
their  predecessors  are  not  the  contending, 
parties :  but  where  the  rights  of  the  whole 
British  empire,  and  of  all  nations,  are  to 
be  settled  by  parliament,  every  man,  I 
should  think,  must  admit  how  inadmissible, 
or  rather  how  perfectly  frivolous,  such  an 
argument  must  be.     If,  for  instance,  the 
question  were,  what  punishment  I,  who 
have  the  honour  of  addressing  your  lord- 
ships, should  receive  from  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, whose  judgment  was  discretionary, 
for  an  offence  a^inst  the  law,  of  which  I 
had  betn  convicted,  every  topic  would  . 
undoubtedly  be  relevant  to  shew  that  ray 
ipind  was  innocent,  and  that  I  had  of&nded 
from  ignorance  of  my  duty :  but  if  the 
S  O 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ml}    PAUL.  VEBiHTBSi  Abmoi  H  iSOBi^DfrdmrlUiiti^MomnfUaiioe  to     [99f 


qBestioa  only  were;  whether  ^  Itfr  hwi  > 
or  had  not  been  broken,  wodd  it  b%  rele- 
irant  that  I  h^  teken  theadTiee  of  the 
ablest  counsel;  who  had  misled  me/of  that' 
i  had  eif:en  relied  upon  ar^adimi  deciaibn; 
which  hkA  afterwards  been'detehninedto 
'  be'  ent>neous  f  I  must  therefbrer  ekmestly 
entreat  y^r  lordships  Uf  entertahi  the 

Saestion  like  statcismen,  jii  a  case  where' 
lie  interests  of  your  countfy  and  of  the 
world  are*  so  deeply  involved  in  the'deci^* 
sion.      If  t^e-  Resolutions;  which  I  «n 
about- to  submit  to  yV>ur  lordships;'  m  nn* 
fimnded  or  erroneous,  I  shall  most  humbly 
iind  sincerely  defer  to  the  judgment  of  the 
house    which  rejects  them;    but   if,  as 
formerly,  you   fly  altogether  from   the 
^estion/  I  shall  then  say,  and  the  world 
will  say  with  me,  that  no  ansiHrer  could  b4 
given  to  them. — I  should  enter  upon  the 
anbject,  my  lords,  with  no  satisfaction,  if  I 
believed  the  evils  of  these  Orders  in  Coun'- 
cil  to  be  irrletrievable.     I  hope  it  is  not 
my  temper  to  be  malignant ;  I  think,  in* 
deed,  that  if  I  were  accused  before  your 
lordships' of  any  act,  which  could*  only  be 
ascribed  to  such  a  base  and  unworthy  dis- 
position; yoU  would  not  very  willinely 
eoiidemn  me.    What  satbi^tion  could  I 
have  in  merely  making  out,  that  several 
noble  persons  had  inv<^d  their  country 
in   difficulties    that  were  irrecoverable? 
What' satisfaction  could  I  have  in  wound- 
ing and  alienating  the  minds  of  those, 
virbom  upon  other  accounts  I  esteem,  and 
ihrhose  regard  I  must  wish  to  cultivate  in 
private- life  ?    My  lords,  I  disavow  most 
sokmnly  ahy  such  motive  or  purpose :  I 
am  convinced  thait  it  is  not  too-late  to  re- 
trace the  i^se  steps  that  have  been  taken ; 
and  if  it  can  be  shewn,  by  any  proceeding 
directed  to  such  object,  that  the  htte  mi- 
nisters^ have  also  tiolated  the  law  of  na- 
tions, do  not  l^t  the  one  breach  of  them 
be  jttstifred  by  the  other :  speaking  fbr  all 
my  colleagues  vtho  surround  me,  as  well 
as  for  myself,  I  say,  if  that  case  can  be 
established,  we  must  retrace  our  stieps  to- 
ffether.    Let  us  concur,  my  lords,  in  serv- 
Sig — serving  do  I  say  !  let  us  concur,  in 
saving,  our  country. — My  lords,  the  two 
first  Kesolutions,  whidh  I  shall  now  read, 
I  may  assume  without  detaining  the  house 
by  any  argument  u^on  the  subject,  be- 
oaose  my  noble;  and  learned  friend  upon 
the  Inroolsack  distinctly  disclaimed  on  a 
^rmer  occasion  (I  was  quite  sm*e  that  he 
DTOuld),  all  intention  of  ar^uihg  for  any 
power  in  the  crown,  to  suspend  or  dis- 
'  pense  with  the  laws^  or  jof  justifying)  i^nv 


any  sQth^iiciple,  tbe^V^ceof  theiiriyy 
comieil,  by  which  tbs  Ordtfb  oomphdaeni 
of  wc^  itteei:^Thi8  WB  tiad  n^forgottaib' 
when  tbrtwaitesohitfoiBwere  first  drawri 
up;  bat  it  waa  thbaghtiiecctoiry,  nef€t^ 
thelen;ttethey  should  stand  uMm  the  pa^ 
per*  and  have  precedence  of  tne  othi^a^ 
because^  aa  vMn-  lordsWps^ifill  presemly 
see,  thaRemoCioDshaTt  adependencenpm 
oneahother,  and  wte  bejgin wiUrardedara* 
tion  asidnstthedispeiiSfng^and'saBpen^ag 
pDWcrn  of  the  crown,  dead  and  biiried  a» 
they  were  at  the  revolution^  becauae  we 
affirm  that  his  majesty's  ministers  have 
nevertheless  advised  the  long  to  assom^ 
them,  and  that  the  Orders  in  Council  are 
a  positive  and  danflefonraimnttption'of  it. 
^The  first  ResolaMB^eclares,^*'  That'  the 
power  of  making  lawato  bidd'the  peopler 
of  this  rerim'  is  esdnrively  vested  m'  hitf 
m^esty  by  and  with  the  adtice  and  c<m- 
sent  of  the  lords  fptritnal^  aMl  temporal, 
and  commons  of  the  realms  in  parliamrailf 
assembted-;    atid  that  every  attempt  to 
madce,  aiter,  snspeiid,  or  reueal  such  laws, 
by  order  of  hir  majesty  in  his  privy  coun- 
cil, or  in  any  other  nmnner,  than  by  his' 
majestV^  in  pariiament,  is^  micoktftitutioAal 
and  illegal.*'— The  second-  Kesolutjoil'dift- 
Clares,  "That  the  advising  his  mc^eia^r.to 
issue  any  Order  in  Council,  ^  dispeiml|f 
with,  or  suspending,  any  of  the  laws  o# 
this  realm,  is  a  hi^  vioiatton  of  the^fia^ 
damental  lawff  and  eonstftntion  thei^f. 
That  the  same  cannot  in  any  case  be  jtB^* 
tified,  bat  by  some  ualbhreeeen  Afd^nirMiiV 
necessity  emlangering  the  public  safefy. 
And  that  in  every  such  case  it  i^  tkOfdtAf 
of  his  majesty'a  ministers  to  ddviae  hu^ 
majesty,*  aift^r  issuing  snch  order,  ftfl^ 
I  with  to  assemble  his  parliament^  in  ovdei^ 
i  both  that  the  necessity  of  soeh  |nt>6eediRg 
.  may  be  inquired  of  and  detenninehi ;  aiat 
•  that  due  provision  niity  be  mad^  fbr  tin! 
public  safety,  by  ^e  authority  6f  hia  nm^ 
jesty  in  parlianient.'' -^vMy  IdtH^   the 
sound  policy  of  llhe  constitution,  assc^rted 
in  the  last  member  of  this  Reaolutioi^  Wa|#^ 
perhaps,  iiever  so  strikingly  ilAustre^  tf 
upon  the  present  otecamoii.    Hi^  majesity^tf 
ministeirs,  thouf^  placed  in  a  conjiiikfture 
which  they  thems^lvila  admit  to  haV^  btm 
wholly  without  example;   thoagb  they 
Were  engaging  in  a  preeet^hif  m  #hidiy 
of  Domie,  th^  Bad  wiitfai&ir  ^retiedent  ndi^ 
analogy  to  dtfect  tlftih ;  thMgh>  ilo«  dhe 
measi^  th<y  were  adoptingi  net  only  <Mf 
commerce  #fls  to  suffix  a  snddefe  and  udlv 
ver^  revolutions  bm^  ftedi  its  priRiable 
recat>ti«ta  ^  iimfitril%  ff^im»  ^  ilM(ni 
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|he  s^Uiioioe  of  ,a  pQwej:^  and  niin«rQus 
people^  aii4  Ui^fe^y  complete  ihe^€ambi* 
.  m^n  ^i  the  whqle^  wprld  against  ouc  jcouq- 
.  jtry :  -yet  they  no^  only  4kl  ^ot  call  ^tarjia- 
iaeiit..4t»gether:.for  ij4  covui^el*  ga  vi.occa* 
, ffiQi^iQ,fie[w $Hi|[i .£0()iftcult,  hut ereix.pce- 
.|Pfoittd)it  from  MB^vnblmg^  by  j«peated 
.'prpTPftfKtions.    -.Was  parlidmfpt,  tbi».  re- 
p^Biifcealv  .pnvrpgiiedt  because  ihe  .measure 
.  ^as  .within  thci  iMi^g^s  pywer,  and  because 
..^^yJh^iSo  cooaidejred;at  4n  all  its  bear- 
ings tj^i^t  the  .ai^tance  of  parUameat  was 
ii|^^^S9ary?    J^y  lords,  it ^was  a  .mani- 
.,fest  eitfen^ii^n  of  the.  king's  power,  as; I 
,ahaU€00Q  demoqstratei  to  your  lordships; 
.  and  b^d  it  evisn  be<;n  Qlearly.within  it,  the 
.sHlyep^  was  npt  ,Qalv:.|<>o  oompUcated  foi; 
.•the  private  councils  of  the  crown,.. btiti 
;  .ministers  ha4viEK>t  ^.al).  considered  even  iU 
cectain  isimsi^qttences  jstnd  effects,,  nor.  wa4 
.  ithe  fdt^t  indeed  within  the  reach  of ^be 
most  enlightened  statesman,  .without  thd 
^  aids,which  committ^s.  of  parliament  could 
hnvo  Airi^shed ;— -the  truUi  of  this  ohser-j 
▼at«»n.is  best^upport^d  by.the  Gaict.  The3ij 
issued  the  fiirst  .Qrdec  tbongh  it  was  td 
,  have  its  o^perditioa  upon  distant.  naUonsl 
.will¥>ut,the  notices, wnich,  in  less  than  a 
.  wa^k  afterwards,  :thev  .acknowledged  to 
.  h^ivei  been .  indispepsiple ; .  and .  .they  anfi 

•  fered.it  t<^^d  ita.^y^  inthe<gaaettes,  v\ 
that  unjust^  and  imp^rfeict  alate,  to  every 

,port4n  Aiperica.    liiey.^were  then  sur4 

i;outde4by^he^«mieiichimts  of  Ixmdon  (I 

.wish  the.  siege  bad. been  continiied),  anu 

,  wer^  obliged  to.isiue  new  Orders,  which 

,were.«^yj^d  Supplemental,  but  which  wer4 

jnanifeslly  ..i^qpoignant  and  inconsistent  x 

:  these  wero^  afterwacds  illustrated  by  ex-^ 

;  plapations,, which,  in  their  turn«  required 

.explanation;  and  wJien  parliapient  iwas^ 

.  at  slast,  pejrmjtted  ;to   assemble,  .after  so 

m^ny^  public  marks  of  jrashness  and-.pre-^ 

oi(4lation,  .ministers  li^ye  beenyobliged, 

.  dtay-a|ief:day,  to  abandon  some  of  theimost 

.  <iwpnitial  parts  of.  theirisystem,  after  they 

.Jl«^.^ut.too,  prpbttMy. increased  the  ircita* 

.lj|pn;«hipb^  jth0y  w^re.at  that  tery.moment 

^nd^^puni^.by.publip  emba^y»  tocom^ 

:  pp86vrr3Iy  tor4s,,  if  .p^liawent  bad.heen 

^  ass^fdUecC  hpw  difier«at  mijB^ht  have  been 

.  our  ..pi^eaqnt ,  situation,   .tMmisters.  would 

..theajhavc^rbad  only. to  propose  their  sys« 

«..t^,:,pitboui  being  committed  .to  it»  and, 

•  /perhaps2 .  {atfilly  committed. .  to  o^er  na- 
.  tkins-MTh^  mes^f^minentimftrchaiita  would 
(ttilim  har^  .{umi9hpd>indepeodent  lighta  to 
.  .the  .Qopnn^t^ea ,  o&  :parliament,. .and-the 
•.oooacibfof  the  .o9imtry  would i  then^hare 
Nbiiw .^arraied.  byxtiiei  pnbUc^results  of 


th»|e  communieations,  instead  of  depend- 
ing, aa  I.  fear  they  have,  upon  the  fla^tteries 
and  deceptions  of  the  interested  and  the 
igaorantJ^ut,  my  lords,  the  worst  is  still 
behind.  Ministers,  instead  of  asking  in* 
deniaity..for  these  illegal  acts,  upon  tibie 
footing,  of  their  necessity  and  justice,  make 
them.ihe  foundation  of  an  act  of  parlia* 
inent,  which  we  may  expect  soon  to  be 
called  upon  to  consent  to.  For  my  own 
part,  my  lords,  I  would  rather  cast  into 
the :  fire  ithe  patent  which  entitles  me  to 
sit  among  .your  lordships,  than  give  my 
consent  to  any  statute,  even  though  I  Wb* 
proved,  of  its  provisions,  if  I  saw  upon  the 
&C&  of  it  a  distinct  assumption  of  the  dis* 
pensing  power  of  the  crown,  not  even  as- 
sumed to  be  justiiied  under  the  necessity 
of  the  case,,  but  recited  on  the  face  of  the 
act  as  a  legal  proceeding,  requiring  only 
the  aid  of  parliament  to  give  effect  to  ad- 
ditional enactments  of  revenue.  If  this 
should  grow  up  into  a  practice,  what  have 
we  gained  by  the  revolution  ?  No  man, 
my  lords,  can  be  a  greater  enthusiast  than 
I  am  np(Mi  every  thing  connected  with  that 
glorious  sera,  nor  more  attached  to  the 
establishment  of  his  majesty's  illustrious 
family,  which  s^nds  for  its  support  upon 
the  principles  which,  placed  it  on  the 
throne ;  an  attachment  which  I  feel  the 
stronger,  from  an  i^ffection  for  their  per- 
sons ;  (for  the  illustrious  person,  among 
the  rest,  who  sits,  so  very  near  me).  Bat, 
my  lords,  I  had.  muph  rather  that  king 
i William  had  never  set  hid  foot  in  England, 
.than>that  the  dispensing  and  suspending 
powers  should  lose  all  their  former  terrors, 
and  that  ministers  should  be  permitted  to 
trample  upon  the  laws  at  their  pleasure, 
without  even  the  .shadow  of  public  neces- 
sity, without  even  the  trouble  of  consider- 
ing ifhether  they  were  breaking  them  or 
no;,  and. that  it  should  becotne  a  mere 
^matter  of  course,  without  even  the  fohii^of 
an  indemnity,  to  recite  their  usur^aticihs 
upon  the  foce  of  our.  statutes,  ekitig  out 
their  measures, .  throueh  the  forms'  of  par* 
liament|,just  at  any  pomt  tjiey  may  cho6se« 
..in  their^moderatifon,  to  stc^  at,  in  th^ir 
Jearless  encroachments  on  the  •  constitu- 
tion. tMy  lords^  I  would  rather  ha¥e  an 
arbitrary  kins^,  with  a  jealous  and  a  free 
parliament,'  than  see  such  an  habitual  dfe* 
parture  from  all  the  securities  wbichliave 
chaiacterised  for  aees  the  govemnient'^of 
our  country.-<«M^  fords,  I  will'  now  feM 
the  third  nesolution,  which'  brings  us'  to 
the. great  subject. of  deliberation;*-^^'  TRat 
the  law^oJT  nations  is  .apart  0^  the  IawH»f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


835]     PABL*  DBBAIXIB,  Mabck  «,  i^M^^UriBMne's  MoUm  rdaike  to     [995 


the  land>  and  thai  nentntl  Mtiom,  not 
interposioff  in  the  war  beCweta  bis  na* 
jesty  and  his  enemies,  have  a  legal  right 
to  such  ffeedom  of  connnerce  ead  nwiga- 
tion,  as  is  secured  to  them  by  the  lanr  of 
nations.'^— "This  Besolatiflii  I  mighl  also 
assume  without  argument,  because  the  law 
and  practice  of  mationi,  as  they  regaid  the 
commerce  of  neutrals  in  ordinary  wars, 
have  been  repeatedly  and  distinctly  ad- 
mitted by  the  authors  of  the  Orders  in 
Question,  who  have  justified  them  only  by 
toe  necessity  of  the  extraordinary  conjunc* 
ture.    But  as  a  kind  of  distinction  ap- 
peared to  me  to  have  been  taken  the  other 
night  between  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
practice  of  nations,  which  last  I  consider 
to  be  but  the  evidence  of  the  former, 
though  probably  this   distinction  exists 
only  in.  my  misapprehension  of  what  was 
said,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  not  only 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  as  thiey  are  secures 
by  the  law  of  nations,  but  also  the  foun- 
dation of  the  law  itself  which  secures 
them ;  because  this  course  of  pursuing  the 
subject  will  enable  me  to  establish  a  prin- 
ciple which  wilV  protect  the  whole  argu- 
ment we  are  enga^d  io,  that  the  law  of 
nations,  whatever  its  provisions  shall  be 
found  to  be,  as  applicable  to  the  subject 
before  us,  cannot,  when  once  settled,  be 
altered  ov  dispensed  with  by  any  particu- 
lar state.    In  addressing  ourselves  to  this 
great  f|uestion,  let  it  be  remembered,  first 
of  all,  because*  it  wilV  greatly  shorten  the 
discussion,  that  the  law  of  nations,  as  it 
applies  to  the  matter  before  as  grows  en- 
tirely out  of  war :  that  it  can  'have  no 
existence  but  in  consequence  of  war,  nor 
any  possible  application  but  to  a  state  of 
war,  and,  therefore,  to  say  that  by  a  war 
prerogative  in  the  constitution  of  any  par- 
ticular government,  its  execnti<ve  power, 
.  being  no  more  than  a  branch  of  that  go- 
vernment and  without  legislative  authority 
(if  legudation  kself  could  reach  k>,  to  say 
that  its  executive  power  becomes  absolute 
over  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  may,  dur- 
ing, war,  disregard  that  conventional  law 
established  amongst  nations  only  as  a  rule 
duringyvar,  would  be  not  oi^y  not  sound 
;  reasoning,  but  downright  vulgar  nonsense. 
—-The  law  of  nations,  as  it  regards  this 
subject,  is  shortly  and  simply  this— That 
to  mitigate  as  much  as  possible  the  cala- 
mities -and  suflferings  of  wac&re,  and  to 
confine  them  to  powers  belligerent,  nations 
have  found    it   convenient  mutually  to 
adopt  certain  principles,  vthich,  like  the 
common  law  of  qui*,  own. country,  have 


become  fixed  and  settM  Iby  usage,  con- 
firmed by  precedents,  smd  illustrated  by 
the  writings  of  learned  men.   These  prin- 
ciples have  also  been  adverted  toy  and 
ratified  by  treaties  between  civilised  na- 
tions'hi  all  ages,  and  it  seems  admitted  to 
me  that  thb  public  law,  (but  for  the  con- 
juncture under  which  the  late  Orders  in 
Cooneil  are  sought  to  be  justified,)  esta- 
blkhes  that  countries  not  engaced  in  war, 
nor  interposing  in  it,  shall  not  oe  affected 
by  the  diffisrences  of  contending  nati<ma : 
but,  to  use  the  very  words  of  the  eminent 
judge  who  now  presides 'with  so  much 
learning  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty, ''  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  a  war,''  I  read  from 
the  first  volume  of  Dr*  Robinson's  Reports, 
"  it  is  the  right  of  neutrals  to  carry  on 
their  accustomed  trade«  with  an  excepUon 
of  the  particular  cases  of  a  trade  to  block- 
aded places,  or  in  contraband  articles,  and 
of  their  ships  being  liable  to  visitation  and 
search.."     The  learned  judge  afterwards 
explains  the  meaning  of  an  accustomed 
trade  in  the  most  correct  and  satisfectory 
manner,  and  which  will  be  found  here- 
after to  be  a  most  material  explanation. 
Af^r  stating  the  inconveniences  which 
war  brings  upms  neutrals,  under  the  most 
impartial  administration  of  the  public  law, 
he  remarks,  that  still  the  inconveniences 
are  more  than  fiilly  balanced  by  the  en- 
largement of  their  commerce  ;  **  because, 
firom  the  interruption  to  the  trade  of  belli- 
gerents, it  falls  in  some  degree  inio  the 
lap  of  neutrals."      He    says  also,  that 
though  a  neutral  has  a  right  to  carry  on 
in  time  of  war  his  accustomed  trade,  ^'  yet 
he  is  not  to  enlarge  it  by  carrying  on  a 
trade  which  he  holds  by  no  use  or  habit  in 
time  of  peace."    Sobjeet,  then,  to  these 
exceptions,  tile  commerce  of  neutral  na* 
tions  stands  upon  this  high  and  most  mo- 
dem authority  in  our  own  country,  in  the 
midst  of  the  war  with  revolutionary  France, 
^  untouched  by  the  contentions,  or  particu- 
IsLT  interests,  or  conveniences  of  belligerent 
powers. — ^I  am  ready,  however,  to  admit 
that  this  is  only  the  ordinary  condition  of 
neutrals,  whilst  belligerents  observe  the 
law  of  nations  towards  <»e  another.     I 
admit  that  a  difierent  state  of  things  may 
arise,  concerning  which,  howeverj.  the  pub- 
lic law  is  not  silent,  but  oliserves  the  same 
Crinciples  of  reason  and  justice.     It  is 
etter  at  once  to  state  the  very  case  which 
produces  the  whole  controversy,  ratheir 
thab  imagine  others,  the  application  of 
which  may  bo  di8puted.*-^France>  issued 
her  decree  of  the  21st  pf  Not.  1800,  wlneh 
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(tciking  It,  for  the  present,  in  its  severest 
interpretation^  untouobed  by  any  subse- 
quent constructions),  siinounced  a  resolu- 
tion to  distress  tbis  country  in  a  manner 
unauthorieed  bypublfic  law;  subjecting^ to 
captare  the  ships  and  ca^es  ol*  neutrals 
carrying  British  commodities  and  manu- 
factures^ or  going  to,  or  coming  from  O. 
Britain,  with  their  accustomed  trade.  Such 
a  decree  undoubtedly  announced  a  rule 
which  the  law  of  nations  forbids,  as  being, 
even  as  between  belligerents,  (indepen- 
dently of  the  rights  of  neutrals)  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  sufferings  of  war  which  humanity 
and  wise  policy  equsdlv  forbid^  and  whioi 
is,  therefore,  unauthorised  by  the  practice 
of  civilbeed  states ;  such  a  decree  (if  carried 
into  execution)  would  invest  the  belli|Bpe- 
rent  with  a  right  of  retaliation ;  and,  m- 
deed,  as  between  the  belligerents  only,  ^  I 
am  not  at  all  amxious  to  dispute  whether 
the  very  publication  of  such  an  unjust  or- 
dinance would  not  authorize  the  bellige- 
rent, so  ofiended,  to  disregard  the  law  of 
nations  towards  the  adversary  as  far  as  it 
touched  him  only :  but  it  would  be  an 
utter  perversicm  ii-  the  very  term  retalia- 
tion, to  carry  it  a'  hair^s  breadth  further, 
until  some  act  was  done  under  the  decree, 
as  against  a  neutral,  by  which  the  wrong 
done  to,  and  sufiered  by,  the  neutral,  be- 
came injurious  in  its'  effect  to  the  offended 
belligerent. — It  is,  indeed,  quite  astonish- 
ing to  hear  the  word  <  retaliation '  twisted 
and  perverted  in  a  manner  equally  repug- 
nant to  grammar  and  common  sense.  Re- 
taliation, in  the  strict,  and  literal,  inter- 
pretation of  the  word,  from  re  and  talia,  as 
you  have  it  in  all  your  dictionaries,  signi- 
fies to  return  /}il»/or  like.    Therefore,  but 
for  the  particularity  of  the  case,  the  term 
retaliation  could  apply  only  to  the  return 
of  lifee  for  like  upon  the  enemy  who  com- 
mitted the  injunous  act :  by  like  for  like, 
I  do  fK>t  mean  that  the  act  of  retaliation, 
as  against  the  enemy,  must  be  the  same  as 
^the  enemy's,  which  would  be  quibbling 
with  the  subject;  because,  as  against  him 
who  injures  me,  I  may  return  whatever 
is  necessary  to  repel  the  injury  svflfered, 
and  to  secure  me  against  its  consequences. 
It  was  never;  theremre,  contended,  as  was 
lately  supposed  by  a  noble  lord,  that  if  an 
enemy  violated  a  neutral  territory  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  hostility,  the  other  bel- 
li^rent  could  only  follow  him  as  if  he 
were  hunting  him  upon  the  scent :  cer- 
tainly not.-^There  the  neutral,  from  wrong 
or  from  weakness,  is  made  the  direct  in- 
strument of  attack,  and  heis  bou^d  to 


give  me  noff  merely  the  sabiepath  through 
his  territory,  thus  violated,  but  any  path 
which  will  best  enable  me  to  avert  the 
danger  arising  from  the  former  violation. 
— ^Ail  that  argument,  therefore,  is  wholly 
beside  the  question,  and  tends  only  to  oonr- 
feund  it.  80  if  A  strikes  me,  I  may  reta- 
liate by  striking  A ;  and  my  nome  and 
learned  friend,  who  sits  near  me,  knows 
that  the  law  does  not  restrict  my  blow  to 
the  weight  of  the  adversary's,  but  allows 
me  to  justify  whatever  is  necessary  to 
r^pel  it,  and  to  save  me  harmless,  mt  it 
is  a  new  sqpplicatien  of  the  term  retalia- 
tion, that  if  A  strikes  me,  I  may  retaliate 
by:  striking  B.  Here  the  phrase  cannot 
apply,  either  in  grammar,*  common  sense, 
or  justice;  unless  B  can  spme  how  or 
other  be  justly  implicated  in  the.  ofienoie 
committed  upon  me  by  A:  the  thing  ia 
really  so  self*evident,  that  thie  mind  gets 
entangled  and  darkened  by  endeavouring^ 
to  m&e  it  plainer.— -If  the  Decree,  inter- 
dicting neutrals  from  trading  with  us,  or 
visiting  our  ports,  is  executed  upon  a  neu- 
tral, it  is  an  interdiction  which  he  has  no 
right  to  submit  to,  because  the  moment  i^ 
is  executed  we  are  injured  by  the  inter^ 
ruption  of  his  commerce  with  us.  If  he 
submits  from  favour  to  thje  unjust  beliigo- 
rent,  he  directly  interposes  in  the  war, 
and  the  neutral  character  is  at  an  end ; 
retaliation  then  would  not  only  be  strictly 
applicable,  but  just  and  legal,  and  if  he 
submits  from  weakness,  or  fiom  any  other 
cause  not  hostile  or  ^udulent/we  have 
an  unquestionable  right,  witiiout  any  in- 
vasion of  neutrality,  to  insist,  that  what  he 
suf^rs  from  the  enemy  he  shall  consent  to 
suffer  from  us,  otherwise  'he  would  keet^ 
an  open  trade  with  the  enemy  at  our  ex- 
pence,  relieving  iiim  from  the  pressure  of  * 
the  war,  and  becoming  an  instrument  of 
its  illegal  pressure  upon  us.  In  that  case 
also  the  term  retaliation,  though  not  ap- 
plicable periiaps  in  literal  strictness,  as  it 
applies  to  the  neutral,  is  substantially  and 
justly  applicable  to  him ;  because  it  is  in 
fact  retsdiation  upon  the  enemy,  through 
the  sides  of  the  neutral,  in  a  case  where 
the  injury  to  us  cannot  exist  without  the 
participation  of  the  neutral,  in  doing  or. 
suffering,  by  either  of  which  our  com- 
merce is  alixe  interrupted..  But  I  cannot, 
my  lords,  conceive  any  thing  more  pre- 
posterous and  senseless,  than  the  idea  of 
retaliation  upon  a  neutral  on  whom  the 
decree  has  never  been  executed,  because 
it  is  only  by  its  execution  on  him,  that  ws 
can  be  iiyured ;  what  possible  right  tiien 
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out  of  ibe  qufsHen*  and  to  ^tand  :akoge- 
ther  .iipon  tbe,  'non-eai^cation  ^<  the  JDe- 
.Gwe,.iA  order,  to  «xaiikwier  thefoqi|daUciD 


njgpbt.caniwe.fMMsiblyrJbave,  to  interdict!  ..of 4ho6e:drtad6ii  oa»iyqnw>c»m-  whicti*  it 

Jiuilcgaltitade  with  *lie«iiaB3r>  when,  !not- 

^tkstaaditig  .the  .deoroe :  complaimtd  -  ofj 

^o  hajre.conkinnMl  inr.thenmdntarbed  en- 

^joyoaant  of  thertwiide  (trade  of  rlhe.iianlral^ 

fjaat  the  aaaaetas*  'if  the  ^decree  ihadiiierer 

:  exiMed  ?     Homcanuwe  jKMsibiy  retaliate 

f  ttponr  a  ntolralr  whey  haa\doiie;  nothing  and 

'Suflared«BOthiiigv  ahhoaghat  iaionly  SyMz 

-4iJmg.  omaoiferinRt  that:.we>  can>;  byjaay 

'^possibiiityr^he  anflfenmr-t-But  it^faas,  been 

itsaftd  hereftdmnvly^  <Ldo  JiotTmean to-be 

,kregQiartibyalhiding;:to  thesatrgament  .of 

*iWiy.bi*d;ia|Hirtkular  ia  a  former  dabatCj) 

fW^ere  >we.  to*  wait  ^three  nionths,-  tiU.:we 

i  covidiie^in  from  Ameoca^her  dtspoaitioos 

tttnd  intentions?  •  t Were > we rto^ wait thme 

^in^nthsiniore  4fi  they^  wme  doabl&l  ?  laod, 

-perfaaps>  .thKeeiiK>nth»^aforw«rds,.tiH.tfaey 

••were  ascertained .  and;  Acted  t  iifien  ^  Cer- 
tainly not^my  lords }  oo^^noi  an  honrjafter 

4  prance  had aicted upon  the  IDeeree  by.oon- 
;^emaalMnaim  bee  piize  coaEts^t  i£  Ainnrica, 

4iogtumot  '.'of .  snch.  coodomnatmns,  -  had 

*aubttiitted  /toi  .the  decisions,  and,^  with:  the 

-iowaenit  «>f  ■  ker  ^iternniBni^  continued  her 

.oommerceiwith  France,  as  with  a  friendly 

:nation.  I  shoald  have tceosiiieved. that  as 
^fttll  *  6vidence'>  ofiaoqmieaauice  ^ohutijiny 
«)ords>  the.ftecm  iaaqmescence,.  asuSLppited 
-.to  'Amecica,  like  .that;.of  TetaliatlQn^.ap- 
'f^ettrs  4o,  me  ;ta  be  -whoHycaniiiitelltgijdle, 
-untiKaomeactrwaa  dano^by^rance^iiiinder 
v^faer  ideCDBe,^  tabore,  all: .  after,  the  iaaswer 
LfJKfeu^too  gent^Armstiong's  (demand  of  ex- 
«plana:(non  ;  fordiow.  .can  AmeaicaL  be  i^aid 
>to>  hare  Acqaiaaoediiirithe  tntcrr«p*ioa.  .of 
Th6r4xmimeace;c.i£:ini(no  oneinatajBce.her 
^«Q8naIe^:e.rhadc  heenroB^riinpted  ?  The 
i  .laagnagerof  the«£beiaee  aandanhtddly  would 
>oonifnrehfnid.1iiednteficaption:of:  her  com- 
2meroe^  becaaseljdteJBiatiafeiriea  weredie- 

jelared.toii)e:ia  a  state;o£  bfaiokade  ;rtfaut 
iihe  deoree'^w^sigBneral^andjAimericahad 
j^  '  tDCOty/  ndtb  J^tBnce^-^liie:«aailanaibon> 
(jthescfore/  to  fgen^^Armstvong^hat  xt-nras 
f4iot:intended<to:interfere  withthetrelations 
.  ^of  tim  trefliy«ug»ight  be.conB]etBntwithtbe 
•bn^esluiotBrpivtatton-: ofxJthe.tDeoiee.  :; If 
«nny:of  ^ur  loaUiips;:(ifor  jnstance^.were 
-'totgive  srpiWo  aotio^^JthaaJa^ln[hoven- 
1tefiedJy«llrf7n»lndrdllmlld>i>c  considered  Iher's.  ;  ThepeoplfihfUiaaedtheirri9«iperor 


mnatiinatantty  Jiare.  fallon  iipi»n:M9« 

ifiwehad'W»ted|»r.  itseiieo!ijl3(>n».ai|d  the 

acquieveance'-  of  / America. . —  The  B^i:lin 

iJ>ecree»  offtb^SiatiNoT.  18Q6w.had  bf^ 

issiied  nfajdy  12.  monAa  beSwe.  miiMstors 

were  dBii«m.to  )the  irresistible^na^^ssity  .of 

ooonteractiog  it  .  Let  vubesamina,  tkme- 

■£»rer  what  Ind.  boon-  the  eondittpn^i^in- 

tolecable  sufferings  an  thai  te9g,Aiid:p^n- 

iiil  interral.  .iMy^i9ohle:friaild>  «Khot,JMt»^t 

>the>  end  of  the-  *bewihf  hihind  me,  (lofd 

Ancklaik^O .  Jaid  M&ce:  jtbe  hqv»ft,  a  ishi^t 

time  ago*'  the-iBiolakieboly  4^1  of  thein. 

-^You  had,  ap  ioi^oT^sry  ll|h]of  Wov. 

(Uie  Papers'  are  -onsthe  ^taUe)».  a  leifenne, 

.not  only  nnto«iohedhy  Ihe^ ordinary  cola- 

mities  of  ywiar,,tandithe;«Maoi9Jio«ry  Hi&- 

ohinations  of  Etancoi^^df^a^y  ;it£;bial  in^l 

.and  overflowingiin«9:ery>^pjirtmonti  be- 

^Txmd.the.  proqpserity  ^f  any^feivier  tinie. 

As  to  our  coa»nierl:e:  with  Ai^eri^a,  my 

loidsi  the.  air.ms  vviate  wkhh^tiw^ls^  and 

the  8ea.^was  prised dovm  vHh.ohiBr  ehip- 

ptng*tnearly  luilf ««  numeroMS  aaoor  own, 

hmging  her  produce'  iota  •  eirory .  portr  of 

£naU«id>  and  carrying.. ^ri  caqoaoditi^ 

(laAd^  jBaaolkiti^kres  jinto,.eviQrV(  .ograer.  of 

£ui!Ope.-^^p .  to'  i  th«  .very  -  date  «of .  your 

Orders  tn  Council  abi^  .ccaitintted  to^  take, 

withot]^.tbeJeaslt4h&dcation>,  ten.iiniUWs 

o£  your  manafitfitggeg ;  iwd  she  lant^l^ 

herself  to  pay:for|Jbeniiby  seHing^ctOiOther 

jDations*  what  rwaa  .beyondiherosm.con* 

aaoiptton..  -^e  cadrri^d  .oni  this^aifie-jn 

ihe.jfiMre  o£<the  French  ^Qeor^^  tof-ithe  i^Ut 

(lOjf  NoTi  when  yon  could  notdo.ifc/Qr  your- 

:9eh(es,  :  Sheidhd:thJ8s  I;aUaw:KiKii|fl«  ai>eo 

j!ttoua..iMlveMtiire  tlbm:  fcia«fehip  -^^  you, 

bnt  ^fioomiifche}  gmndapim^ipl^  -bfuhnm^n 

saotion^^to^serre  herself.  '^P«oiridfi»cejhaft 

jgo.  jcenttured  jtheisfcrnotur^  rof  tho^vfo«ld, 

that^  by  a;  wtise;  /pmanit/of..  selfr^Eitor^st, 

erterytbiAgia  ftdLand  ^andKan  its.proper 

r  piace.'-^-Yoitufaadii^o  ifar>  the  Marti  o£^all 

•ttadsonaf  ^a|<yonibad!<^y  .to  be  <|ni$i»iaiid 

.«uffer/*thiiags  ^to  atakeediaic  oamae  v  t^^my 

.advantagbdloiaied  .into  your  }ap.iAniarica, 

^as  I  Jianraisaidi«Rfintini|edtto^6in^le4mur 

igoad^/inta  Srance;  ibr  kecv^sfn  vibi^M^t, 

p-nnd'  'JEcancia  gontriv«d ^,to ;<bnyi.^ntofor 


ij9a  vn\M  tRspasKn^  it  'enalddba]!dly'i>e 
flMeen'to.app}v/tc»  tfaeaa  who  .by  yaur.per- 
fjRisftion.  ihad  ;iieys>  :of  ^uri  parfe^-^i^But;  I 
&nili?"wi^^tmy;h)0ls}  for/tfan  pscssent^c  to 


itt3>the:^huiJii6mea:cevonr  day/..huVAhey 
boakethi&jlawsiMrai^iliight  <  Thisi  Y^i^ei" 
condiiioii&.beloreutha  ^iitbr'of  .|<7oTMEag» 
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li^s: 


whilst' Enoice  had  only  an  emftty  libel 
upon  the  Itm  of  nattonv  stuck-  up.  on  the* 

p g  posts  in  Paris. — Thn  vigorous  state: 

of  health,  whkhccMitiniied  up  to  the  1  Ithof 
Nov.  his  majesty's  ministers  unfortonalely. 
mistook  for  pledioraor  dropsy>  andtthejr 
began  stabbing  themselves  instead  of  con-> 
suiting  their  physician^  At  that  period 
not  a  complaint  was  to  be  heard  through-* 
out  Eng^snd,  except  such  as  every  waff 
must  inevitably  iMroduce.  I  believe,  in* 
deed;  that  out  ot  Docto]:s'  Commons*  the 
c^stence  of  the  Decree  of  the  2lBt  of  Nov. 
y^rsa  scarcely  known  or  heard  of.  But  how 
is  it  now,  in  consequence  of  your,  attempt 
to  ooiAitdraot  Miiiiit  nvfer-  nadl  been  in 
action ?  Svto-alreadvt  you  are. beginning 
tb*  be  soRoondedby  tae  cries:  of  distress 
and  discontent  in  every  quart«R  My 
k>nisi>  the  cause  is  most  obvious.  France* 
had  nOMiie  means  oi  giving  effeotto  her- 
deoree,>  evisn  if  her  policy  would  faovo' 
permitted  her  to  enforce  it.  She  had  no 
AipsitD^tum  American  navigation  out  oi 
its  comisc^- till,  in  an' evil  hoar,  Gk  Britain 
8b3pt>0d'into-help  her.  Sttonse as itmay 
appear,  my  lords,-  yon-  are  employ  ing  your 
shipp&ngito^slop  yout  own  trstde  upon-  the 
8eae;.you^are  making  prisons  of  your  fne 
portSi  «o  fngiiten  awsy  the  only  remaining 
neuCnA  froitf  entering,  t^m ;  aoid  playing 
the  very  gtfme  of  Francey  by  throwing 
America  into  her  amis  against  yourselves, 
when -she:  wooldsdoii  hare  been  pnovoked 
to  figfan  by  your  side*  if  her  commerce 
with'  this:  country  ksd  been  interrupted. 
And  tlns»  it  seems,  is  retaliation! — My 
lords>  Um  blnndei'  of  this  proceeding,  put- 
ting the  hnf  and  justtce  of  it  wholly  out  of 
the  foeniion,  so  stroni^y  reminds  md  of  a 
corioaff  installed  of  vefdfiafion,  which  was 
lately  reswied  to  in  belanc^  that  I  cannot 
helpmenriOHingittoyoovioTdsbips.  No- 
thiitg  itf  fitfther  from  my  mind  than  any 
nationsA  reflection:  no  mon  indeed  ad- 
mires more  than  I  do  the  character  of  the 
Irish}  Uiey  are  a  noble  and  a  generous 
p«ople,  and  most  remarieahte  &r  their 
spint  and  genius.  It  is  that  vw  ammm 
periiacps  wbieh  is  supposed  now  and  then, 
aHMiifSi  the  uneducated  vulgar,  to  inter- 
fere ^rilli  that  precision  which  is  the  cha- 
raeterisUc  of  colder  habitt.  —  An  Irish 
batdter,  my  lords,  remarkiU)le  for  his  aeai 
aiamagtitraCerin  suppressing  insvrrections, 
having  become  obnoxious  to  a  gang  of 
robbers  in  hb  ndghboarhood,  they  formed 
a  eoinbinnlion  to  ruin  him ;  and  the  me- 
thod ptopojied  by  iheie  clear-headod  peo^^ 
pie  wasr  t»  burn  idl  hie  notes  wherever 


tbay  coaMffind'tliear:  ibrthb  pnposes. 
theytbeset  the;houaes'of;man.v  of dns.ofvw. 
touent^>aiid  having  ooBUttitted»oini»^thQ»t. 
sands  of  these. notes: totbefflanes^  assem^* 
bled 'to  rejoice  overrtho  venreaneethey: 
had  taken«pon  the  bankeri  T3BB:acooul^ 
of  their  vengeaaee  was  •  easily/ to^bocaati 
up  by  every:  body  but  tfaemselvesi  DboR 
banker  of  oonme  was  just  the  gainer  by* 
every  nete  that  was  burned.  I  laugiisd* 
heartily;  my  lordsi  inithe  summwp  wheml* 
heard  this  story  ;  Ubit;  upon  teiUng  it  again' 
since  last'  Nov.  evefy  body  locked  grave, 
and  scarcely  oouldi  find.  out.  any>  j^se.' 
Your  Orders .  in.  Comnil^;  my  lords*  bad' 
pat  ititti  the  shadc-^Howveiydiflireiit, 
myloids,twas  the  rtwadnctr  of  Mn  Pttt,: 
whose-  example.  Ii  sfaouldi  have  thoughts 
would  have  beeni  looltediup  to.  A  simi- 
i  lar  Decree  had. been  issued^  by  France^  in^ 
17d8.;  anditisbutccramonjustice'toi  thntr 
i  great  minister  that  Lshould  say;  tboogfa" 
differing  from,  him  aa  to  the  poU^'of  the' 
war,  tfaflt  his  snperior  sH^aci^- passed*  it 
over  aitogethor  as  beneath  the  notico  o^a 
Brhisfe  staitesmam  FerhapB,  my  lord^,'P 
ought  to  extend  that  justice.  to>  his  majes* 
ty's  ministem  also>  since  they  are  general. 
ly  believed  to  have  taken  no  very  active' 
psfft  in.  the  Orders  now  undbr  considera*' 
tioD,  which  are  simposed  to  have  originate*' 
ed  witba  person  tor  whom  I  hare  a  very> 
great  regard,  and  whose  talents  ero  «»• 
qpotionable ;   but  whose  experience  o» 


such  a  subject  may  be  questioned;  even 
with  all  the  assistance  of  an  ingenious 
theorist  who,  though  an  able  Iwrnyw^ 
and  a  very  amiable  man»  I  should  noi 
hm  e  been  disposed  to  follow  in  so  douht^ 
fbl  and  dangerous^a^couv9e.«*Ta  say  the 
truth,  my  lords^  a  proceeding  of  ihisna* 
tniiB  and  extent  ought  lo  have  been  the 
work  of  many  mincb,  and  ^  minds  con- 
stantly engaged  in  the  affiiirs  of  prndical 
conuberce.  I  have  myself  lived  amongal 
merchants^  and  have  been  engaged  in 
more  commercial  causes  and  s&irs  than 
any  man  (not  a  merchant)  that  ever  ex* 
i^ed,  unless  I  were  lo  except  my  no» 
ble  and  learned  friend  near  me,  (Lord 
Bllenborough)  whose  lifo  has  been  much 
the  same  as  my  own;  but  St.  Lnhe's 
would,  nevertheless,  have  been  thongfat  a 
very  convCTient  place  of"  retirement  for 
me,  if  i  had  ventured  tmon  such  a  piece 
of  conveyancing  as  the  Oiders  we  aie  en* 
caged  in.--Bitt,  ray  lords,  I  foci  that  I 
have  been  vrasting  your  time  in  thns  com-  . 
bating  by  argmnent  what  I  had  a  fijgjkt 
to  consider  as  admitted^  rinoe  it  is  ni^  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MS]     PARL  SXSBATSS,  Maich  9,  190S.— Lord  Ettkuu^i  Moiion  rekuive  to     [944 

late,  and  under  tbe  preainre  of  the  ^» 
bafto^  that  his  majesty's  ministen  have 
fled  lirom  the*  spirit  and  even  irom  the  let- 
ter of  iheir  own  Orders,  and  insisted  upon 
their  justice  even  before  executacn  and  ac- 


quiescence ;  because  the  Orders  them- 
selves are  expressly  founded  upon  the  as- 
anmptionof  both.-^'  Whereas  certain  Or- 
'ders,  establishing  an  unprecedented  sys- 
«'tesn  of  warfare  against  thu  .kingdom^ 
'  and  aimed  especially  at  the  destruction 
f  of  its  commerce  and  resources*  were 
'  some  time  since  issued  by  the  govem- 
'  ment  of  France,  i&c.  &c/ — ^  And  whereas 

*  the  nations  in  alliance  with  France,  and 
'.  under  hercontroul,  were  required  to  give, 

*  and  have  given;  and  do  ffive,  effect  to 
'  such  orders :  and  whereas  his  majesty's 
^  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  last  has  not  an- 
*fiwered  the-  desired  purpose,  either  of 
'  compelling  the  enemy  to  recall  those  or- 

*  ders»  or  of  inducing  neutral  nations  to 
'interpose,  with  efiect,  to  obtain  their  re- 
'  vocation,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  same 
'  have  been  recently  enibrced  with  increas- 
'ed  rigour:  .  and  iVhereas  his  majesty, 
'under  these  circumstances, finds  himself 
'compelled to  take  further  measures  for 
'  aisserting,  and  vindicating  bis  just  rights, 
'  &c.  &c/ — ^This  Older,  therefore,  after 
reciting  the  injurious  Decree  of  France, 
does  not  proceed  upon  its  mere  publica- 
tion as  a  justification  for  retaliation.    No. 
It  asserts,  on  the  contraryi  that  the  Decree 
of  France  had  been  recently  enforced 
with  encreased  rigour.      [Lord  £.  was 
here  told  across  the.  house  that  the -words 
were  '  encreasing  rigour']  My  lords,  the 
participle  present  or  past  can  make  no 
possible  difference.    This  assertion  bound 
the  authors  of  the  order  to  three  distinct 
and  most  important  facts.    First,  that  the 
French  Decree  had:  been  executed  at  all, 
without  which. the  rest  of  the  sentence 
^lls  to  the  ground  as  impossible.    2nd. 
That  it  had  been  executed  with  rigour ; 
and,  thirdly,  with  encreasing  rigour,  which 
expresses  not  i^erely  an  act  of  rigour,  but 
a  system  of  it.t—My  lords,  this  part  of  the 
Order  cannot  possibly  be  rejected  or  put 
aside,  because  it  is  the  very  foundation  of 
it,  since  it  goes  on  to  say  that  under  these 
circumstances  his  miijesty  had  found  him- 
self compelled  to  act.    What  circumstan- 
ces ?  Is  it  possible  to  reject  .the  main  and 
even  the  last  antecedent,  to  wit,  the  exe- 
cution of  th^  decree  with  '  encreasing  ri- 
gour ?'  whereas,  I  am  prepared  to  shew 
your  lordships  (as  it  has  indeeil  been  re- 
peatedly shewn  already)  that,  ,at  the  date 


of  thie  Older  in  Council,  the  Frimch  De- 
cree had  not  been  executed  at  all ;   that 
the  recital,  therefore,  is  false,  and  that,  for 
any  thing  that  appears  to  us,  ministers 
knew  it  to  be  false,  when  they  made  it 
the  preamble  to  justify  the  enacting  part 
of  the  Order:  nay  more,  my  lords,  that 
they  kne^v  also  the  United  States  had 
not  acquiesced  even  in  the  publication 
of  tbe  Decree;    but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  made  a  just  and  successfol  remon- 
strance against  its  application  to  Ame- 
rica.— My  lords,  this  most  important  part 
of  the  subject  was  treated  the  other  night 
with  such  irresistible  force  and  eloquence 
by    my   friend   the   noble   earl    (Grey) 
who  sits  near  me  at  tbe  table,:  that  it  is 
with  great  reluctance  I  meddle  with  it  at* 
all.    My  noble  friend,  not  indeed  upon  his 
defence,  except  to  rescue  his  coUe^^es 
and  himself  m>m  the  praises  bestowed 
upon    them    for   principles,  they    disa- 
vowed, and  upon  the  assumption  of  focts 
which  they  never  acted  on,  has  rendered 
the  task  not  only  unnecessary  but  painful. 
A  few  dates  and  sentences  however  will 
be  sufficient  to  dupose  for  ever  of  this  part 
of  the  subject.    The  paipers  on  the  table 
have  been  transposed  in  the  printing,  but 
1  have  put  them  together,  for  my  own  use, 
in  their  natural  order,  to  prevent  confusion 
in  referring  to  them. — The  first  is  theNote 
of  the  British  commissioners,  lords  Hol- 
land and  Auckland,  to  the  American  mi- 
nisters, dated  the  3 1st  of  Dec.  1800.    By 
that  paper,  although  the  Decree  of  the  21st 
of  Nov.  had  been  published  above  a  month, 
the3r  repel  with  indignation,  in  the  name 
of  his  majesty,  the  very  id$a  of  a  constric- 
tive blockade,  which  France  endeavoured 
to  consider  as  an  act  of  retaliation  on  this 
country.    They  express  themselves  thus : 
And  with  regard  to   the  only  specific 
charge,  it  is  notorious  that  his  majesty  has 
never  declared  any  ports  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade  without  allotting  to  that  ob- 
ject a  force  sufficient  to  mAke  ^Atrance 
into  them  manifestly  dangerous.    Such 
principles  are  in  themselves  extravagant, 
tsA  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations;  and 
the  pretensions  founded  upon  them,  though 
professedly  directed  solely  against  6. 
Britain,  tend  to  alter  the  practice  of  war 
amongst  civilised  nations,  and  utterlyto 
subrertthe  rights  and  independence  of 
neutral  powers.' — ^Let  us  now  see  whether  ' 
i.t  ever  occurred  to  these  noble  lords,  when 
they  were  composing  this  excellent  paper,  * 
that  6.  Britain  could  retaliate  on  America 
upon  the  bare  pubUcalion  of  this  Decree* 
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or  that  they  considered  it  to  have  been 
executed  or  acquiesced  in.  by  America  : 
on  the  contrary,  they  go  on  to  say — '  The 
'  undersigned  cannot,  therefore,  believe  that 

*  the  enemy  will  ever  seriously  attempt  to 

*  enforce  such  a  system  :  if  he  should, 
'  they  are  consent  that  the  good  sepse  of 
^  the  American  government  will  perceive 
'  the  fiaital  consequences  of  such  pretensions 
'  to  its  neutral  commerce,  and  that  its  spi- 

*  rit  and  regard  to  national  honour  trill 
'  prevent  its  acquiescence  in  such  palpable 
'  violations,  &c.  If,  however,  the  enemy 
'  should  carry  these  threats  into  execution, 
'  and  if  neutral  nations  should,  contrary 

*  to  all  expectation,  acquiesce  in  such 
'  usurpations,  his  majesty  might,  probably, 
'  be  compelled  to  retaliate  in  his  just  de- 

*  fence,  and  to  adopt  towards  the  commerce 

*  of  neutral  nations  with  his  enemies,  the 
<  same  measures  which  those  nations  have 
'  permitted  to  be  enforced  against  the  com- 

*  merceof  his  subjects.' — ^Now,  my  lords, 
I  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  any  man 
acquainted  with  the  English  language, 
whether  it  is  possible  for  words  to  express 
more  positively  and  unequivocally  retalia- 
tion, in  our  sense  of  it.  So  far  ^om  con- 
sidering the  Decree  as  executed  or  acqui- 
esced under,  the  noble  Commissioners  say 
they  did  not  believe  it  would  ever  be  exe- 
cuted, but  that  if  it  was,  they  were  confi- 
dent it  would  not  be  acquiesced  in  by 
America  :  but  if,  contrary  to  expectation, 
she  should  permit  it  to  be  enforced  against  ^ 
their  commen:e  with  6.  Britain,  then  his 
majesty  might,  probably,  be  obliged  to  do 
that  wkich  we  are  all  agreed  would,  in  that 
case,  have  been  just  and  legal. — My  lords, 
though  my  two  noble  friends  held  the  of- 
ficial pen  in  the  composition  of  this  friendly 
notice  to  America,  yet  your  lordships  can- 
not suppose  it  could  have  accompanied  the 
treaty  without  the  full  approbation  of  his 
majesty's  late  ministers,  and  especially  of 
my  noble  friend  at  the  table,  whose  parti- 
cular department  was  so  immediately  con- 
nected with  it :  and  yet  my  noble  friend 
is  supposed,  within  a  short  week  afterwards, 
to  have  forgotten  every  part  of  this  paper, 
and  to  have  acted  on  a  principle  directly 
repugnant  to  it,  by  issuing  the  Order  of 
the  7th  of  Jan.  1807.  But  why  do  I  say 
my  noble  Mend,  since  the  issuing  of  that* 
Order  was  also  the  act  of  the  cabinet,  who 
had  only  a  week  before  approved  of  the 
Note  of  the  Slst  of  Dec.  ?— My  lords,  the 
Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  is  so  far  from  be- 
ing repugnant  to  the  Note  of  the  3l8t  of 
Dec.  that  its  preface,  as  it  regards  the 
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principle  of  blockade,  is  the  same  in  toti^ 
detn  verbis :  for,  after  reprobating  the  ille- 
gal blockade  by  France,  and  asserting  9, 
right  of  retaliation  on  France  by  an  actual 
blockade,  carefully  expressing  the  most- 
technically  legal  definition  of  it ;  a  block- 
ade which,  it  is  admitted,  on  all  iiands,< 
neutrals  were  bound  to  submit  to  :  it  states 
the  unwillingness  in  his  majesty  to  resort 
to  that  interruption  of  accustomed  neutral 
commerce,  and  then  goes  on  to  prohibit 
only  the  coasting  trade  in  the  manner  so 
repeatedly  stated  and  commented  on. — 
Now,  my  lords,  here  was  no  new  principle 
of  blockade  professed,  but  the  new  prin- 
ciple asserted  by  France  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, reprobated  ;  and,  if  the  enacting 
part  went  beyond  the  just  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations  meant  to  be  adhered  to, 
that  could  only  -be  a  wrong  act,  as  being 
inconsistent  with  bur  own  avowed  princi- 
ples, and  to  be  adjusted  between  us  and. ' 
America,  when  complained  of,  but  by  no. 
means  the  assertion  of  a  principle  totally 
new.  It  was  in  application  to  this  part  of 
the  subject,  my  lords,  that  I  introduced 
Sir  W.  Scott's  definition  of  '  accustomed' 
trade.  It  is,  perhaps,  true,  that  an  Ameri- 
can ship  might  have  gone,  in  time  of  peace, 
from  a  port  in  Holland  to  a  port  of  France 
and  Spain  and  Italy,  or,  vice  versa,  from 
the  others  to  Holland  :  but  was  America 
in.  the  use  and  habit  of  such  a  beneficial 
commerce  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  no- 
torious that  the  coasting  intercourses  be- 
tween those  countries  were  generally  car- 
ried on  by  their  own  shipping,  and  Ame- 
rica, therefore,  in  time  of  peace,  was  not  in 
the  use  and  habit  of  such  a  commerce. 
This,  however,  I  only  mention  by  the  bye, 
because  if  the  Order  was  wrong  in  that 
respect,  it  was  only  in  practice  going  be- 
yond the  old  principle,  which  was  still 
prdfessed  to  be  the  rule,  and  not  the  adop- 
tion of  a  principle  perfectly  new  :  it  was 
open  to  the  complaint  of  America,  and 
would  have  been  considered  by  the  late 
ministers  with  candour  and  justice.  But 
dates,  my  lords,  become  now  more  deci- 
sively material.  This  Order  of  Council 
bore  date  the  7th  of  Jan.  1806,  and  my 
noble  friend's  letter  to  our  minister  in 
America,  transmitting  this  very  Order,  and 
directing  him  to  communicate  it  to  Ame- 
rica, was  written  only  the  day  after  its  date, 
being  the  8th  of  Jan.  Now  let  us  see 
whether  the  noble  earl,  when  he  transmitted 
the  Order  to  America,  could  possibly  sup- 
pose that  we  were  proceeding  upon  a  new 
principle  of  retaliation  in  conseqiicnce  of 
3P 
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the  Decree  of  France^r  independently  of  its 
ezecation  or  the  acqnietoenceof  Americt. 
After  recommending  the  Note  to  yottr 
minister's  particolar  attention^  he  sap^ 
'  Ton  will  state  to  the  American  vovem- 
'  ment  that  his  majesty  rdies  with  confi- 
'  dence  on  their  good  sense  and  firmness  in 

*  resisting  pretensi<ms  which,  if  saAred  to 

*  take  effect,  must  prove  so  destructive  to 
'  the  commerce  of  all  neutral  nations.'  Is 
it  possible  to  collect  from  this  that  he 
thought  the  execution  of  the  Decree  and 
the  acquiescence  of  America  immaterial? 
Nay,  even  in  the  following  sentence,  so 
much  commented  upon,  in  which  the  no- 
ble earl  states  he  had  learned  that  the  De- 
cree had  in  some  instances  been  carried 
into  execution  by  the  privateers  of  France, 
it  is  quite  manifest,  by  the  conclusion  of 
th^  very  same  sentence,  that  our  retaliation 
could  only  be  justified  by  the  submission 
of  America,  because  it  concludes  as  follows : 
'It  cannot  indeed  be  expected  that  the 
'  king  should  suffer  the  commerce  of  his 
'  enemies  to  be  carried  on  through  neutrals 

*  whilst  they  submit  to  the  prohibition 
'  which  France  has  decreed  against  the 

*  commerce  of  his  majesty^s  subjects/  The 
submission,  therefore, following  a  supposed 
execution,  is  the  avowed  principle  upon 
which  a  Retaliation  on  America  was  alone 
anticipated:  could  any  thing  indeed  be 
more  absurd  than  a  Contraiy  construction 
of  this  letter,  when  my  noble  friend  had 
been  himself  a  party  to  all  th^  other  pa- 
pers, the  terms  of  which  are  so  perfectly 
unequivocal  ?  'h  the  mind  of  my  noble 
iriend,  the  subject  of  so  much  just  panegy- 
ric, to  be  taken,  on  a  sudden,  to  be  inca- 
pable of  collecting  or  retaining  its  ideas 
even  for  a  week  together  upon  a  stibjectso 
important  ? — If  these  different  papers  would 
even  bear  two  constructions,  which  I  con- 
tend they  cannot,  woufd  it  not  still  be  fit 
to  adopt  that  construction  which  would 
render  them  consistent  with  each  other  ? 
On  the  debate  respecting  the  Isle  of  Man, 
I  admitted  the  argument  of  my  noble  and 
learned,  friend  on  the  woolsack  to  be  unan- 
swerable, when  he  argued,  that  where  the 
language  of  any  man,  much  more  of  a 
magistrate,  will  admit  of  two  constructions, 
that  construction  ought  in  i^mess  to  be 
adopted,  and  was  constantly  adopted  in  all 
courts  of  justice,  which  went  to  reconcile 
the  parts  together,  and  to  reconcile  them 
with  the  duty  of  the  writer,  rather  than  to 
involve  him,  on  the  other  hand,  in  absur- 
dity and  injustice.*— But  it  has  been  said, 
that  Mr.  Maddison  complained* of  the  Or- 


der of  the  7th  of  Jan.  as  incontiBtent  with 
the  law  of  nations.  My  lords,  that  com* 
plain!  is  the  most  seriops  part  of  th«  whole 
transaction.  The  letter  of  your  minister 
in  America,  which  transmitted  it  to  £ng« 
land,  bears  date,  at  Washington,  the  SOdi 
of  March,  1607 :  of  course  it  neverreacfatd 
the  late  ministers,  to  whom  it  was  address- 
edj  but  came  to  the  hands  of  their  SttCcasBors. 
In  such  a  case,  my  lords,  common  candour 
and  justice,  independently  of  the  interests 
of  the  country,  ought  surely  to  have  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  an  immediate  com- 
munication with  the  late  ministers  on  the 
subject  of  that  Order  ?  Ought  they  not  to 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  tHe  objec- 
tion taken  by  Mr.  Maddison,  and  been 
consulted  upon  the  fiwrts  and  the  principles 
on  which  they  had  proceeded  ?  But,  in-^ 
stead  of  that  coarse,  no  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeding was  ever  heard  of  till  the  papers 
were  lately  printed  for  the  use  of  your 
lordships;  and,  in  the  mean  timOi  hisma- 
jesty^s  present  ministers,  vrithout  any 
communication,  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  us  th^ir  predecessors,  issued  the*  Or- 
ders in- Council  nowmider  consideration; 
and  although  it  has  been  their  constant 
habit  to  disparage  our  councils  as  weak 
and  incapable  ;  they,  to  serve  thear  own 
purposes,  set  us  up  on  a  sudden  as  the 
brightest  examples,  justifying  themsebres 
under  our  authority,  imputing  to  us  prin- 
ciples we  never  dreamed  of,  and  thelcnow- 
I  ledge  of  facts  which  never  had  existence* 
My  lords,  I  have  therefore,  I  think,  esta* 
bhshed  that  the  Order  of  the  1 1th  of  Nov. 
standing  upon  the  execution  of  the  De- 
cree, and  the  acquiescence  of  America,  is 
wholly  unjustified  by  either:  she  never, 
iAdeed,  denied  the  principle  of  retaliiation, 
if  it  were  executed  and  ac<piiesced  in:  so 
far  from  iti  that  Mr..  Maddison,  in  his  very 
first  letter  to  your  minister  at  Washin^^n 
says,  ^the  respect  which  the  United  States 
'  owe  to  their  neutral  rights  will  always 
'  be  sufficient  pledges  that  no  culpahie 
^  acquiescence,  on  her  part,  will  render 
'them  accessary  to  the  proceedinig^s  of 
'  one  belligerent  nation,  through  the  rights 
'of  neutrals,  against  the  commerce  of  its 
'  adversary.^  The  demand  of  explanattmi 
by  gen.  Armstrong  is  in  full  unison  with 
this  declaration;  and  the  practice cofirm- 
ed  the  explanation  insomuch,  that  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  summer  of 
last  year,  considered  the  note  of  the  Slst 
of  Dec.  to  have  lost  its  application  :  and 
so  iate  as  the  18th  of  Oct  those  excel- 
lent persons,  who  have  unif<Minly  exhibit* 
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ed  the  utmost  good  faith,  and  the  most 
aaxious  desire  to  preserve  friendship  be- 
tween the  countries,  because  they  knew 
their  most  essential  interests  to  be  inter* 
twisted,  communicated  to  the  secretary  of 
state  the  construction  given  by  France  to 
her  Decree,  and  that  the  practice  had 
been  in  conformity  to  that  construction. 
— ^My  lords,  I  was  indeed  astonished  to 
hear  that  no  reply  had  been  made  to  this 
communication,  and  that  Mr.  Monroe  had 
been  sufibred  to  leave  England.  [Here 
lord  Grenville  said,  '  And  Mr.  Rose/]  .  I 
am  obliged  to  my  noble  friend'  for  re- 
minding me.  And  Mr.  Rose  also,  the 
minister  of  pe^Mse  to  America.  They  were 
suffered  to  sail  together,  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  Orders  ia  Council,  though  publish- 
ed so  near  the  time  of  their  sailing,  that  it 
must  have  depended  upon  the  accidental 
veins  of  winds  or  of  calms,  which  prevail 
on  the  ocean,  whether  the  proposal  of 
TOace,  or  the  firesh  provocation  to  quarrel, 
should  reach  America  first,  or  whether 
thej^  might  not  meet  in  a  point  together. 
This  part  of  the  C9&e  is  therefore  closed. 
T  pa^  by  altogether,  my  lords,  the  news 
from  Holland,  which,  even  if  it  had  con- 
tained any  proof  of  the  execution  of  the 
Decree,  could  not  possibly  have  reached 
England  when  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
determined  on,  because  they  bore  date 
the  third  of  Nov.  only  a  week  before  the 

Sttblication  of  those  long  and  complicated 
et^k,  which  must  have  been  weeks  in 
settling :  indeed*  1  repeatedly  heard  the* 
project  itself  mentioned,  as  a  thing  cer- 
tain, by  more  than  one  of  its  advocates, 
even  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer. — 
My  lords,  it  being  thus  matter  of  demon- 
stration, &ota  facts  uncontradicted,  and  in- 
capable of  ^Contradiction,  that  the  French 
Decree  was  not  executed  oa  America,  and 
that  she  nev^r  acquiesced,  as  it  regarded 
her,  even  Onder  its  principle  or  publica- 
tion ;  we  are  brought  back  again  to  the 
law  of  nations :  we  must  be  boiind  by  its 
ordinary  principles,  and  governed  by  their 
universal  application.  The  circumstances 
upon  which  the  new  conjuncture  has  been 
assumed  having  been  removed,  there  can 
be  no  other  standard,  by  which  the  jus- 
tice of  our  conduct  to  other  niations  can 
be  measured* — ^I  shall  now  therefore,  my> 
lofds,  bring  before  you  and  v^ry  shortly 
{far  the  slibject  lies  m  the  tisurrowest  com- 
pass) the  riehts  of  neutrals,  as  they  have 
been  settled  by  the  highest  authorities, 
and  especially  by  those  of  our  own  coun- 
try in  the  best  tinte9>  audi  as  the  subject 


is  now  narrowed  to  the  right  of  imposing 
this  constrttctive  blockade,  I  will  sh^w* 
you  by  the  best  and  most  modem  deci- 
sion, pronounced  even  in  the  midst  of  the 
war  with  revolutionary  France,  that  it  is 
inadmissable  and  illegal.    In  the  case  of 
the  Jufirow  Maria;    Schroeder,  master, 
reported  by  Dr.  Rol^inson  in  his  first  vol. 
p.  154,  which  was  the  case  of  a  vessel 
taken  for  coming  from  Havre  as  a  block- 
aded port,  sir  W.  Scot  gave  judgment  in 
these  words:  '  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  a 
blockade  had  taken  place  some  months 
before,  and  that  the  notification  was  com- 
municated to  tlie  claimants  of  govern- 
ment, not  only  that  a  blockade  would  be 
imposed,  but  of  a  most  rigorous  kind. 
A  blockade  may  be  more  or  less  rigor-  * 
ous,  either  for  the  single  purpose  of 
watching  the  military  operations  of  the 
enemy,  and  preventing  the  egress  of 
their  fleet,  as  at  Cadiz ;  or  on  a  more 
extended  scale,  to  cut  off  all  access  of 
neutrals  to  that  interdicted  place,  which 
is  strictly   and   properly  a  blockade : 
for  the  other  is  in  truth  no  blockade  at 
all,  as  far  as  neutrals  are  concerned  :  it 
is  an  undoubted  right  of  belligerents  to 
impose  such  a  blockade,  though  a  severe 
right,  and  as  'such  not  to  be  extended 
by  construction.    It  may  operate  as  a 
grievance  upon  neutrals,  but  it  is  one  to 
which,  by  the  established  law  of  nations, 
they  are  bound  to  submit.    Being,  how- 
ever, a  right  of  a  severe  nature,  it  is  not 
to  be  aggravated  by  mere  construction, 
and  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  a  fact  that 
presses. upon  the  court;  that  the  block- 
ade has  not   been    duly   carried    into 
effect.    What  is  a  blockade  but  to  pre- 
vent access  by  actual  force.      If  the 
ships  stationed  dn  the  spot,  to  keep  up 
the  blockade,  will  not  use  their  force  for 
that  purpose,  it  is  impossible  for  a  court 
of  justice  to  say  there   is  a  blockade 
actually  existing  at  the  time  so  as  to  bind 
this  neutral  vessel.    A  contrary  prin- 
ciple would  spread  beyond  the  individual 
case.     The  property  of  innocent  per- 
sons would  be  ensnared,  and  the  honour 
of  our  own  country  is  involved  in  the 
decision.'    The  language  of  sir  \V.  Scott, 
upon  this  occasion,  is  remarkable.    He 
says,  *  it  is  'impossible  for  a  court  of  justice 
^  to  say  that  a  blockade  was  actually  exist- 
'  ing.'   Yet  why  impossible  my  lords,  if  the 
judge  were  obliged  to  receive  implicitly 
the  arbitrary  mandates  of  the  privy  council  ? 
The  proposition,  however,  that  the  prize 
courts  are  bound  to  proceed  according  to 
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the  law  of  nations^  undisturbed  by  any  or- 
dinances repugnant  to  them,  is  much  too 
important  to  be  rested  here :  1  will  there- 
fore proceed  to  establish  it  by  the  highest 
judicial  authorities  of  our  own  counrry, 
sanctioned  by  the  most  solemn  declara- 
tions from  his  majesty  himself  in  council, 
in  his  transactions  with  other  states.  In 
pursuing  this  course,  I  shall  begin  with  the 
decisions  of  the  common  law  judges,  who 
are  frequently  brought  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  in  the  cases  of  policies 
of  insurance. — ^Your  lordships  no  doubt 
know  that  when  a  ship  is  warranted  neu- 
tral, it  is  not  enough  that  she  should  have 
been  built  in  the  neutral  state,  or  should 
be  the  property  of,  or  navigated  by,  her 
subjects,  but  that  she  must  also  be  navi- 
gated according  to  the  law  of  nations,  so 
as  to  emancipate  her  from  just  capture, 
and  thereby  secure  to  the  undenvriter  the 
protection  of  the  neutral  flag ;  otherwise, 
the  warranty  being  broken,  he  is  discharged 
from  the  risk.  This  principle  has  brought 
many  cases  before  the  courts,  when  par- 
ticular governments  have  taken  upon  them 
to  make  ordinances  and  regulations  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  and  without 
the  consent  of  other  states.  If  this  could 
be  legally  done  by  any  particular  state, 
our  courts  here  would  be  bound  to  respect 
such  ordinances  as  engrafted  on  the  law 
of  nations;  but  the  most  solemn  deci- 
sions run  uniformly  to  the  contrary.  If  a 
Court  of  Admiralty,  indeed^  condemns  in 
general  terms,  pronouncing  against  the 
neutrality,  the  question  cannot  arise,  be- 
cause full  faith  must  be  given  to  the  acts 
of  courts  of  competent  jurisdiction;  but  if 
(as  very  frequently  has  been  the  case)  they 
condemn  for  the  breach  of  an  ordinance 
or  regulation  made  by  a  particular  state, 
not  supported  by  the  general  law  of  na- 
tions, the  courts  uniformly  pronounce  such 
ordinances  to  be  absolutely  void. — My 
lords,  the  cases  are  many  in  number,  and 
I  might  cite  them  from  memory,  having 
been  concerned  as  Counsel  in  all  of  themy 
for  more  than  the  last  20  years,  but  I  will 
content  myself  with  a  fcwwhich  are  directly 
in  point,  arid  when  the  most  eminent  judges 
have  presided  in  our  courts. — ^In  the  case 
of  Mayne  against  Walter,  where  a  ship, 
warranted  Portuguese,  was  condemned  in 
France,  because  she  had  an  English  super- 
cargo on  board,  contrary  to  a  French  or- 
dinance, it  was  held  that  the  sentence  did 
not  falsify  the  warranty.  Lord  Mansfield 
saying,  that  '  it  was  an  arbitrary  and  op-. 
*  prcssive  regulation,  contrary  to  the  law 


'  of  nations  ;'  and  in  a  subfleqiient  case, 
though  the  ouestion  was  shut  out  by  th6 
generality  ot  the  sentence,  lord  Mansfield 
said,  '  liie  law  of  nations  is  founded  in 
'  eternal  principles  of  justice ;  but  bel- 
'  ligerent  powers  frequently  make  rego- 
'  lationa  for  themselves,  which,  being  no 
'  part  of,  or,  perhaps  repugnant  to,  the 
'  law  of  nation^rdo  not  bind  other  states.' 
— ^But  the  subsequent  cases  of  Pollard  and 
Bell,  and  Bird  and  Appleton,  are  so  abso- 
lutely decisive,  that  the^  may  finish  your 
lordships  trouble  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject;    In  the  first  of  these  cases,  a  8hip> 
being  warranted  Danish,  was  captured  by 
the  French/  and  condemned  as  prize,  be- 
cause the  captain  was  an  enemy ;  so  ex- 
pressed on  the  face  of  the  sentence.     The 
court  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
it  did  not  falsify  the  warranty.      I.ord 
Kenyon  said,  '  this  is  one  of  the  numerous 
questions  that  have  arisen  in  conseouence 
of  the  extraordinary  sentences  ot  con- 
demnation passed  by  the  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty in  France  during  this  war,  which 
have  proceeded  in  a  system  of  phinder ; 
but  still,  until  the  legislature  interferes,  we, 
sitting  here  in  a  court  of  laiw,  must  give 
credit  to  the  sentences  of  courts  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction.     If,  therefore,  in  this 
instance,  the  French  courts  had  candemit- 
ed  on  the  grounds  that  she  was  not  Da- 
nish property,  we  should  have  been  con- 
cluded, and  must,  reluctantly,  have  de- 
cided :  but  I  concur  with  lord  Mansfield 
in  opinion,  that  it  is  not  competent  to 
any  'individual  state  to  add  to  the  law  of 
nations  by  its  own  arbitrary  ordinances, 
without  the  concurrence  of  other  states ;' 
and  he  concludes  thus — '  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  though 
we  should  have  been  concluded  by  the 
sentence,  if  the  ship,  contrary  to  jus- 
tice, had  been  condemned  as  not  basing 
Danish,  yet  as  the  court  abroad  has  endea- 
voured to  ffive  other  supports  to  its  judg- 
ment which  do  not  warrant  it,  and  have 
stated,  as  the  foundation  of  the  sentence 
of  condemnation,  one  of  thei*  own  ordi- 
nances, which  is  not  binding  on  other 
nations,  this  sentence  does  not  prove  that 
the  ship  in  question  was  not  a  neutral 
ship,* — ^The  language  of  that  truly  emi- 
nent judge,  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence,  is  no  less 
remarkable;    because,  in  agreeing  with 
lord  Kenyon,  he  defers  to  the  state  paper 
in  the  Collectiana  Juridica,  signed  by  sir 
George  Lee,  Dr.  Paul,  the  king's  Advo- 
cate, and  sit  Dudley  Ryder  and  lord  Mans- 
field, then  attorney  and  solicitor  general. 
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which  I  shall  presently  have  occa«;iofi  to 
refer  to^  and  which  is  absolutely  t;onclu- 
sive  upon  the  doctrine  I  am  maintaining. 
— ^In  the  other  case  of  Bird  and  Appleton, 
which  is  the  last  I  shall  refer  to,  and  which 
followed  in  a  few  terms  afiter  the  other^ 
lord  Kenyon  declared,  that  he  adhered 
to  the  opinion  he  had  before  delivered, 
and  maintained,  as  a^  indisputable  propo- 
sition, '  t^at  Courts  of  Admiralty  are  to 
'  proceed  according  the  jus  gentium,  or  on 

*  the  treaties  between  particular  states ; 
'  that  even  such  treaties  do  not  alter  the 
'  jus  gentium,  with  respect  to  the  rest  of 

*  the  world ;  and  that  one  state  has  no  au- 

*  thority,  by  ordinances  of  its  own,  to  vary 

*  the  general  law  of  nations  as  to  other 

*  states/ — Now,  my  lords,  unless  there  was 
a  fixed,  settled,  and  known  law  of  nations, 
which  judges,  as  learned  men,  could  refer 
to,  and  by  which  they  were  bound  to  re- 
gulate their  decisions,  how  is  it  possible 
that  these  judgments  could  have  been 
pronoimced  ?  and  would  they  not  apply 
equally  to  arbitrary  condemnations  of  your 
own  Court  of  Admiralty,  if  they  came,  in 
the  same  manner,  before  them  ?  I  have  the 
highest  authority,  as  well  as  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  to  maintain  that  they  certainly 
would;  because  lord  Hale,  speaking  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty,  says,  '  the  juris- 

*  diction  of  this  court  is  not  founded  or 

*  bottomed  upon  the  authority  of  the  civil 

*  law,  but  hath  both  its  power  and  jurisdic- 
'  tion  by  the  law  and  custom  of  the  realm, 
'  and  the  common  law  judges  have  the  ex- 
'  position  of  such  statutes  as  concern  the 
'  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  these  courts, 

*  whether  ecclesiastical  or  maritime/  The 
law  of  nations,  therefore,- as  administered 
in  our  prize  courts,  is  part  of  the  law  of 
the  land. — My  lords,  the  passage  in  the 
Answer  to  the  Prussian  Memorial,  which 
I  said  I  would  refer  to,  is  an  unanswerable 
confirmation  of  the  doctrine  that  the  law 
of  nations  cannot  be  altered  by  a  particu- 
lar state.  Those  eminent  judges,  in  the 
name  of  his  magesty,  answer  the  Prussian 
objection  thus:    'By  Courts  of  Admi- 

*  lalty,  according  to  the'  law  of  nations, 
«  all  captures  at  sea  have  been  immemoria- 

*  bly  judged  of  in  every  country  of  Eu- 

*  rope/ — ^And  again :  *  Had  it  been  in- 
«.  tended  to  introduce  any  variation  from 

.  *  the  law  of  nations,  it  could  only  be  done 
'  by  a  treaty  in  wViting.     The  parties  in- 

.  *  terested,  and  the  Court  of  the  Admiralty, 
'  could  not  otherwise  take  notice  of  it.' 
But  this  is  ,not  the  doctrine  alone  of  the 

.  cenimoD  law  judges  and  of  eminent  law- 


yew  and  civilians  giving  their  opinions  to 
the  .crown ;  it  stands  upon  the  most  un-. 
doubted  authority  of  the  British  Court  of 
Admiralty  itself,  as  coming  from  the  mouth 
of  the  present  truly  eminent  and  learned 
judge  who  presides  in.it — Sir  W.  Scott, 
in  the  case  of  the  Swedish  convoy,  as  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Robinson,  (Reports,  p.  349.) 
expressed  himself  thus :   '  In  forming  my 
'  judgment,  I  trust  it  has  not  escaped  my  re* 
'  collection  for  one  moment  what 'it  is  that  . 
'  the  duty  of  my  situation  calls  for  from 
'  me  ;  namely,  to  consider  myself  as  sta- 
'  tioned*  here  not  to  deliver  occasional  and 
'  shifting  opinions  to   serve  present  pur- 
'  poses  of  particular  national  interest,  but 
'  to  administer  with  indifference  that  jus- 
'  tice  which  the  law  of  nations  holds  out 
'  without  distinction  to  independent  states, 
'  some  happening  to  be  neutral  and  some 
'  belligerent.     The  seat  of  judicial  autho- 
'  rity  is  indeed  locally  here  in  the  belli- 
'  gerent  country,  according  to  the  known 
'  law  and  practice  of  all  nations  ;  but  the 
'  law  itself  has  no  locality,  it  is  the  duty  of* 
'  the  person  who  sits  hereto  determine  this 
'  question  exactly  as  they  would  determine 
'  the  same  question  if  sitting  at  Stockholm/ 
Now,  is  it  possible  that  any  judge,  but, 
above  all,  such  a  judge  as  sir  W.  Scott, 
could  hold  this  language,  only  because  in 
that  particular  case  no  Order  in  Counoti 
had  been  sent  to  dictate  a  judgment  in  fa- 
vour of  England .     If  that  was  his  meaning, 
could  any  thing  be  so  grossly  false  as  the 
whole  admirable  doctrine  by  which  he  up- 
held and  ever  will  uphold  the  justice  and 
dignity   of  his  court — ^what  signified  his 
station,  or  the  duties  of  it,  if  the  king's 
council  could  peremptorily  dicate  to  him  ?  ' 
How  could  such  a  man  predicate  to  all  na- 
tions a  proposition  which  was  a  gross  fraud 
upon  all  of  them  ?   Was  it  the  same  thing 
« whether  he  was  sitting  in  London  or  at 
'  Stockholm/      when  he  was  within  an- 
English  mile  of  Whitehall,  where  an  Eng- 
lish Council  could  positively  dictate  to. him, 
and  by  which,  after  having  decided  one 
case  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  a 
hundred  others  standing;  before  the  court 
in  consimili  casu  might  be  decided  by  a 
new  rule  imperative  upon  his  decision, 
however  repugnant  to  the  law  upon  which 
he  had  before  acted,  and  by  which  he  de- 
clared he  was  to  be  governed  ?r— My  lords, 
having  established,  by  the  authority  of  our 
greatest  judges,  dead  and  living,  that  anew 
and  arbitrary  rule  cannot  be  given  to  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  and  Prizes,  and  like- 
wise hy  the  most  eminent  judges  of  the 
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Admiralty  Courts  dead  and  Hying,  I  will 
add  imt  one  more  deciaion,  which  I  con- 
eider  to  be  a  most  important  one,  becaiwe 
it  ifl  the  antbority  of  a  statesman. — ^In 
tnatten  indeed  that  regulate  the  inter- 
courae  between  nations,  perhaps  their 
opinions  ought  to  oatweigh  any  others, 
as  they  are  most  frequently  assisted  in 
farming  them  by  the  most  eminent  per- 
eons  of  their  times.  But  what  must  render 
the  authority  of  the  work  I  mean  to  cite 
from  peculiarly  authoVitattye  is,  that  it  was 
written  in  defence  of  the  maritime  rights 
of  this  country  against  the  armed  neu- 
trality which  several  nations  had  set  on 
ibot,  contending  a^nst  the  right  of  search 
of  neutral  ships  tor  the  property  of  ene- 
mies, on  the  principle  that  free  bottoms 
made  free  goods.  My  lords,  upon  what 
authority  did  this  able  author  support  the 
rights  of  his  country,  which  are  the  main 
pillars  of  its  strength  ?  Upon  what  argu- 
ments did  he  unanswerably  maintain  that 
jfree  bottoms  did  not  and  could  not  make 
free  goods?  Upon  no  other,  my  lords, 
and  none  else  could  be  necessary,  than 
that  It  had  been  so  settled  by  the  uniform 
practice  of  nations  grown  up  into  the  posi- 
tive law  of  Europe,  and  that  no  state,  nor 
any  combination  of  states,  could  alter  it 
for  their  own  interests  against  G.  Britain, 
without  her  consent.  But  remove  the 
principle  for  which  I  am  now  arguinff,  and 
what  becomes  of  this  boasted  privilege  ? 
For  if  we* take  •upon  ourselves  to  alter  the 
public  law  to  suit  our  own  conve]}ien(^e, 
without  the  consent  of  other  nationes,  what 
is  to  prevent  other  nations,  standing  upon 
our  own  example,  from  returning  back  the 
new  principle  upon  us,  and  from  maintain- 
ing that  free  bottoms  shall  make  free 
goods  ?  The  able  and  convincing  argu- 
ment of  the  author  was,  therefore,  only 
(triumphant  upon  the  principle  I  am  main- 
taining, it  was  not  the  triumph  of  a  day. 
He  telis  us,  in  his  preface,  that  he  repub- 
lished his  work  after  an  interval  of  forty- 
three  years,  without  altering  a  sentence 
of  it.  I  cannot  give  to  this  excellent  per- 
formance the  favourite  phrase  of  a  legacy 
to  mini8ters>  because  t^e  author  is  still 
Imng.  I  borrowed  the  book  from  my 
noble  friend  and  countryman  who  sits  near 
me  at  the  table,  (the  emi  of  Lauderdale) 
whose  title  to  it  I  take  ibr  granted  was  by 
purchase ;  bat  ahotheif  nOble  person  will 
come  to  its  doctrines  and  reputation 
(though  I  hope  not  soon)  by  the  higher 
title  of  descent,  and  will  the  rather  pre- 
serte  this  Tdume,  as  it  will  soon  be  a 


curious  tragment  imon  tbe  lermer  law  of 
the  civilind  worla.  I  read,  any  lords* 
from  the  work  of  the  aged  and  learned 
earl  of  Liverpool^— there  can  be  no  irregu- 
larity in  naming  him,  as  it  is  not  aa  a  peer, 
or  as  connected  with  the  debate,  bat  as  an 
eminent  author  on  the  subject  which  en- 
sages  us — The  noble  author,*  speaking  of 
toe  neutrals  who  were  setting  up  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  armed  neutrality,  says^-^  they 
'  pay  also  no  attention  to  rMpectedautho- 
'  rities  of  all  ancient  writers  on  the  same 
'  subject,  such  as  Grotius,  PufienderffyBjm- 
'  kershock,  Vattel,  and  many  others,  be- 

*  cause  they  find  that  the  decisions  of  tfaos^ 
'  writen  are  uniformly  unfavourable  td 
'  their  pretensiona :  they  pay  as  little  at«> 
'  tention  to  the  principles  which  have  im- 

*  memorially  governed  all  courts  of  nmri- 
'  time  jurisdiction  through  a  succession  ef 
<  ages,  and  which  have  been  handed  down 
'  in  a  series  of  records,  or  aiathentic  docu- 
'  ments  published  during  the  course  of 
'many  centuries;  in  short  they  appear 
'  determined  to  establish  a  new  code  of 

*  maritime  jurisprudence,  better  adapted 

*  to  their  own  views,  and  pres^it  interesta.' 
And  in  the  body  of  the  work,  near  its  oon^ 
elusion,  your  lordships  will  find  ihas  ad- 
mirable passage—'  Upon  the  whole,  there- 

forCi  I  will  now  beg  permission  to  con* 
elude,  that  the  naval  power  of  England 
hath  been  conducted,  during  the  present 
war,  with  no  less  justice  than  spirit^  that 
the  faith  of  our  sovereign  is  as  spotless  as  - 
his  coura|(e  ;  and  that  the  honour  of  our 
country  is  unblemished.  The  basis  of 
just  complaint,  therefore,  being  thus  re- 
moved, those  idle  clamomrs,  which  have' 
been  founded  upon  it,  by  no  means  merit 
our  attention.  To  charge  England  with 
ambition  must  appear  so  absurd,  to  all 
who  understand  the  nature  of  her.  govern- 
ment, that  at  the  bar  of  reason  it  oi^ht 
ratiier  be  treated  as  a  calumny  than  ac- 
cusation: possessed  of  every  blesnng 
which  ci^l  government  can  prodt»te,^ie 
is  open  tt>  no  temptation  with  which  am- 
bition mig^t  seduce  her.  Pursuits  of  that 
kind  mightposstbly  operale  tothe  destruc- 
tion of  her  constitution,  and  her  isystem  of 
happiness  mieht  be  sdbvertid  by  the  aug- 
mentation of  ner  power.  lit  must  always 
b^  the  interest  <tf  England  to  pibt^ct  ^e 
just  rights  6f  commerce^  and  to  ihip(>btt 
those  principles  which  promote  the  la- 
bour of  mtaddttdi  sihce  she  hbrSelf  tia 
only  be  great  fh>m  the  firtubus  ilwdnstiy 
of  her  people.  To  obtam  the  Ittrgest 
ektenifor  the  tatrtion  of  heir  indu&y» 
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*  and  fer  the  operation  of  her  commercial 

*  capital,  is  the  point  to  which  all  her  po- 

*  iicy  should  tend ;  and  if  ever,  forsaking 
'  these  maxims,  she  should  seek  to  enlarge 
'her  power  by  any  acts  of  ambitious  in- 
'  justice,  may  she  then,  for.  the  welfare  of 
'the  human  race,  cease  to  be  any  longer 
'  great  or  powerAil  ?  Her  courts  of  mari-^ 
'time  jurisdiction  are  more  wisely  calcu- 

*  lated  to  presenre  the  freedom  of  naviga- 
'  tation,  than  those  of  any  other  country : 
'  as  they  are  not  subject  to  the  controul  of 
'  her  executive  power,  the  passions  of  her 
'Princes  or  Ministers  can  never  influence 
'  the  decisions  of  them/*-.-My  lords,  you 
cannot  but  have  observed  ihaX,  the  noble 
author  holds  so  high  the  honour  of  G. 
Britain,  that  he  even  wishes,  that  her  greats 
ness  may  not  survire  her  justice ;  ma^  he 
never  see  their  cotemporary  declension. 
The  noble,  earl,  so  eminent  in  commercial 
learainfr,  selected  for  his  title  a  place 
raised  roib  an  insignificant  village,  even 
within  all  o^r  memories,  to  an  immense 
flourishing  city ;  whose  environs,  like  our 
own,  are  bespangled  for  miles  with  the 
cheerful  and  costly  habitations  of  men,  al« 
most  all  arising  horn  the  trade  of  Ame» 

.  rica,  which  these  Orders  are  calculated  to 
extinguish;  for  the  slave  trade  did  not 
amoont  t6  a  tenth  of  her  commerce.  I 
hope  he  will  not,  through  their  operation, 
see  this  great  city  fast  returning  to  a 
village  again,  peaking  of  this  noble  earl, 
as  Mr.  Bufke  did  formerly  of  the  vener- 
able earl  of  Batburst,  who  remembered 
America  only  a  small  speck,  in  the  mass 
of  national  interest,  yet  growing,  even 
in  her  trade  with  £nsland,  to  equal  in 
commerce  the  idiole  habitable  world,  I 
mi^t  say,  '  fortuhate  indeed*  if  he  shall 

*  live  to  see  nothing,  which  shall  vaiy  the 

*  prospect,  and  cloud  the  >  setting  of  his 

*  day. — ^My  lords,  it  may  be  now  asked, 
whether  I  mean  to  contuid  upon  all  these 
anthorities,  that  the  Judge  of  the  Ad^ 
Bsuralty  ought  not  to  carry  the  Orders  in 
Council  into  execution.  It  may  probably 
be  said,  that  my  argument,  goes  to  that 
fiiU  extent;  unce  if  it  be  not  competent 
for  ins  majesty  to  dictate  to  his  prize 
courts  a  rale  repngnant  to  the  lawoi  na« 
tions,  the  rule  given  by  the  Orders  ought, 
according  to  my  doctrine,  to  bo  resisted 
by  these  courts.  My  answer,  my  lord% 
to  this  seeming  dilemma  is  by  far  the  most 
important  part  of  the  whole  suibjecit,  and  it 
was  for  that  reason  I  insisted,  at  such 
l^igth,  upon  the  injustice  of  introducing 
&ct^  into  t^  preamble  of  th^  Order, 


which  had  no  existence  ;  because  I  maintaiiir  . 
that  without  such  preamble  the  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty  could  not,  consistently  with 
all  the  authorities,  and.  most  especially 
with  his  own,  have  given  effect  to  the  ex- 
ceptionable parts.     But  with  the  preamble, 
the  truth  of  which  he  is*  bound  by,  I  have 
not  contended  that  the  Order  is  not  a  law 
to  his  court. — I  admit,  my  lords,  in  the 
fullest  extent>  that  it  is  the  king's  office  and 
doty  in  the  state  to  commimicate  with  the 
Courts  of  the  Admiralty  and  Priaes,  and  to 
issue  orders,  from  time  to  time,  for  their 
government.    The  king  alone  can  promuU 
gate  who  are  enemies  and  who  are  not ; 
or  what  nations  he  chooses  to  consider  his 
enemies,  even  before  any  declaration  of 
hostilities.    Without  such  acts  of  state  the 
Courts  of  Admtraky*  and  Prizes  toxM  do 
9othii^.    I  admit  that  it  would  be  for  the 
king,  in  the  very  case  before  us,  to  pro- 
mulgate to  the  Court  of  Admiralty  the 
hostile  Decree  of  France ;    and  if  the 
fact  were   so,   to   promulgate  also  that . 
it  had  been  executed  upon  America,  and 
her  non-resistance  to  its  execution.     I 
admit  also,  that  if  his  majesty,  from  un- 
just or  mistaken  councils,  is  advised  to 
promulgate  such  execution  and  non-resis- 
tance, that  state  of  things  is  not  traversable 
in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  but  must  be 
implicitly  received  as  the  fact.     And,  fi- 
nally, I  admit  that  the  rule  given  by  the 
king,  upon  the  facts^  which  he  promulgateSj 
must  be  received  and  acted  upon  by  the 
court,  unless,  in  the  judgment  and  con- 
science of  the  judge,  it  be  plainly  and 
manifestly  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations. 
But  I  do  maintain  and  positively  assert, 
that,  in  the  veiy  case  before  us,  the  Order 
of  the  Istof  Nov.  without  its  preamble, 
would  have  been  manifestly  repugnant  to 
the  law  <^  nations-;  and  that  the  judges  of 
the  courts  of  Admiralty,  and  the  courts  of 
prizes,  ought  to  have  refused  to  act  upon 
it.    If  I  am  wrong  in  this,  let  us  hasten  to 
obliterate,  from  our  solemn  judgments  ahd 
our  declarations  of  state  to  other  nations, 
propositions  which  are  manifestly  false  and 
fraudulent.      My  lords,  there  are  many 
other  occasions  which  produce  perpetual 
orders  and  directions  from  his  maj.  to  his 
prize  courts.    His  majesty,  having  pro- 
mulgated who  are  his -enemies,  is  bound  to 
watch  oYer  the  safety  of  the  state ;    he 
therefore  promulgates  blockades,  accord- 
ing, to  his  direction  of  the  national  force  ; 
and  he  also  may  make  new  declarations  or 
contraband,  when  articles  come  into  use  , 
as  implemenU  oi  war,  which  were  before 
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innocent:  this  is  not,  as  wasimagined, ' 
the  exercise  of  discretion  oyer  contraband : 
ike  law  of  nations  prohibits  contraband, 
and  it  is  the  Usus  Bellici,  which,  shifting 
firom  time  to  time,  makes  the  law  to  shift 
with  them.  So  the  king  may  relax  from 
the  utmost  rights  of  war,  and  from  its  ex- 
treme seTerities :  on  that  principle  we 
have'  long  relaxed,  till  lately,  from  the  rule 

.  of  56 ;  and  captors  are  implicitly  bound 
by  these  relaxations.  The  court  of  Admi- 
ralty can  take  all  such  facts  from*  his  ma- 
jesty alone,  and  the  rule  also  in  every  pos- 
sible case  not  manifestly  repugnant  to  the 
law  of  nations;  but>  indiependently  of  the 
statutes  which  I  now  hasten  to,  if  an  order 
were  manifestly  repugnant  to  it,  the  courts 
would  be  bound  to  presume,  that  his  maj. 

.  had  been  deceived,  as  courts  of  law  fre- 
quently decide  his  maj.  has  beendecmvedin 
his  grants,  and  that  he  did  not  mean  to  violate 
the  most  sacred  of  all  trusts,  the  confidence 
which  nations  repose  in  one  another.—^ 
I  know,  however,  that  it  will  be  still  said, 
that,  although  an  arbitrary  and  unjust  or- 
der, directing  a  manifest  departure  from 
the  established  law  of  nations,  might  be  a 
breach  of  that  trust  which  states  repose -in 
one  another,  yet  that  the  abuse  of  any 
jurisdiction  does  not  limit  or  affect  its  ex- 
tent ;  that  it  is  for  the  crown,  and  not  for 
the  legislature,  to  communicate  with  prize 
courts;  and  that  my  argument  proves  too 
much  in  another  respect,  since,  if  the  law 
of  nations  could  not  be  altered  by  the 
king,  so  neither,  upon  my  own  principles, 
could  it  be  altered  by  parliament  itself. 
This  observation  is  said  to  have  been 
used,  in  another  place,  by  a  person,  whose 
talents  and  learning  no  man  respects 
more  than  I  do,  but  I  confess  I  should  not 
have  thought  that  this  arrow  could  come 
from  such  a  quiver;  because  no  doubt 
parliament  can  no  more  alter  the  law  of 
nations,  consistently  with  right  and  jus- 
tice, than  the  king;  but  it  would  be 
trifling  with  the  subject  not  immediately 
to  amswer,  that  against  the  injustice  of 
parliament  there  can  be  no  redress  for  a 
jBritish  siibject:  the  supreme  govemm^it 
must  be  vested  somewhere,  and  in  parlia- 
ment it  is  vested :  this  is  the  true  answer, 
and  it  leads  directly  to  the  only  remain- 
ing consideration,  viz.  Whether,  supposing 
the  jurisdiction  contended  for  to  have 
been  once  a  branch  of  the  prerogative,  it 
has  not  been  taken  away  by  the  ancient 

-statutes  of  the  realm. — This  subject,  my 
lords,  is  highly  interesting,  and  the  result 
will  be  founa   most  honourable  to  our 


country,  because  it  will  be  seen  thatwlnlst 
other  nations  were  6nly  emerging  from' 
barbarism,  and  before  they  had  settled 
under  that  politic  and  moral  dominion 
which  long  usage  has  since  established  in 
Europe;  yet  that  England,  even  then — 
England,  which  has  ever  been  the  morn- 
ing star,  (may  God  avert  her  ever  appear- 
ing as  the  star  of  the  evening  to  mark -the 
setting  of  civilized  nations!)  England, 
which  seems  to  have  been  planted,  on  the 
skirts  of  the  world  to  shew  the  light  to 
every  part  of  it,  and  planted  upon  a  tower 
to  be  seen  like  other  lights  irom  a  dis- 
tance, and  to  be  secure  from  violence, 
England  embodied  into  he*  own  laws  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  other  nations,  well 
earning  the  enlightened  praise  which  the 
president  Montesquieu  has  bestovined  upon 
her. — Our  wise  and  prudent  ancestors 
saw,  even  in  the  very  infancy  of  com- 
merce, the  principles  up<m  which  alone  it 
could  prosper;  aud,  knowing  that  it  can 
no  more  live  under  the  sceptre  of  power 
than  the  natural  worid  can  exist  without 
the  free  circulation  of  the  atmosphere 
which  sun'ounds  it,  they,  guarded  it  even 
against  the  prerogatives  wisely  entrusted 
to  her  sovereigns,  and  placed  it  in  the 
states  of  the  kingdom  representing  the 
whole  people  whose  interests  depended 
upon  its  security i*^ — Let  it  nei  be  thought, 
my  lords,  that  by  thus  contrasting  the 
king's  power  with  the  authority  of  par- 
liament, I  seek  to  abridge  the  just  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown,  or,  by  aa  unworthy- 
jealousy,  to  degrade  the  king's  high  dig- 
nity and  character  in  the  state:  I  seek, 
on  the  contrary  to  exalt  them.  It  is  by 
mistakingly  bringing  foiHvard  the  king  as 
an  adverse  party,  and  by  ascribing  to.  him 
the  motives  which  govern  individual  men, 
that  his  sovereignty  is  tatnished.  -To 
those  who  misunderstand  our  constitution 
it  appears  to  be  a  startling  proposition  that 
'  the  king  can  do  no  wrong,'  but  to  those 
who  do  understand  it,  the  maxim  is  plain 
and  simple ;  for  he  can  cert&inly  do  no 
wrong  who  in  fact  can  do  noihmg;  the 
constitution  knows  nothing  of  the  kmff,  a$ 
an  indmdual,  so  as  to  estimate  his  inaivi- 
dual  actions :  he  is  known  <xAy  as  the 
head  of  all  the  natiimal  councils ;  his  of- 
fice is  not  merely  executive  or  passively 
legislative ;  no,  he  presides  every  where : 
the  laws  are  made  by  the  king  in  his  par- 
liament, and  they  are  the  king's  laws  when 
made.  They  are  administered  by  the 
king  in  all  his  courts,  which  are  then  his 
council.;  for  lord  Coke  says,  inhis.tbird^ 
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Institute  that  the  Idiijafs  council  is  *  secun- 
*  dumsi^ectam  nmteriam;*  and,  therefore, 
'when  it  was  said,,  in  a  statute  of  Richard 
ii.  thatolfenders  were  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  king  and  his  council,  to  answer 
for  ofj^nces  against  the  act,  it  was  held  by 
all  the  judges  that  the  subject  matter  be- 
ing legal,  the  courts  of  law  were  intended 
as  his  council.     For-  other  matters,  his 
majesty  has,  in  like  manner,  a  variety  of 
councils :  the  privy  council,  for  high  mat- 
ters of  state,  and  inferior  councils  upon 
subjects  ecclesiastical,  military,  or  naval. 
In  all  of  them  the  king  is  for  ever  present, 
supreme,  and  predominant,  and   he  can 
have  no  guide  but  the  constitution,  nor 
any  personal  interest  by  what  councils  he 
shall  be  assisted.     Neither,  my  lords,  do 
I  forget  or  desire  to  affect  in  any  manner 
the  war  prerogative  of  the  king:    it  is 
created  by  the  perils  and  exigencies  of 
war,  for  the  public  safety,   and   by  its 
perils  and  exigencies  is  therefore  limited. 
—The  kingmay  lay.  on  a  generalembargo, 
and  may  do  various  other  acts>  growing  out 
of  sudden  emergencies  ;  but  in  all  these 
cases,  the  emergency  is  the  avowed  cause, 
and  the  act  done  is  as  temporary  as  the  oc- 
casion.   The  king  cannot  change,  by  his 
prerogative  of  war,  either  the  law  of  na- 
tions or  the  law  of  the  land,  by  general  and 
unlimited   regulations,  even   putting  the 
statutes  out  of  the  question,  which  I  am 
about  to  bring  before  you.     In,  the  year 
1709  queen  Anne's  ministers  would  not 
advise  her  maj.  to  suspend  the  laws  under 
which  corn  was  exportable,  though  fa- 
mine was  in  a  manner  starii\g  us  in  the 
face ;  she  assembled  hsr  parliament,  and 
told  them  that  she  had  done  all  she  could 
in  the  mean  time,  by  issusing  proclama- 
tions against  forCiStaliing.    The  example 
was  followed  by  lord  Hardwick,  in  1756, 
and  has  been  considered  to  be  the  rule 
ever  since.     I  therefore  admit  the  king's 
war  prerogative,  in  the  utmost  extent  to 
which  it  has  ever  been  considered  to  be 
legal  or  constitutional  since  the  aera  of  the 
revolution.— ^The  statutes,  my  lords,  which 
I  shall  now  bring  before  you,  begin  with 
Magna  Charta.     I  shall  state  them  with 
the  exception  of  two,  which  i'have. added, 
as  they  have  been  brought  together  in  a 
most  excellent  Treatise  upon  the  Orders  in 
Council,  written  by  a  g^tlem£in  who  is 
frequently  an  ornament  of  your  bar. — 
[Lord  Lauderdale,  at  the  table,  said. some- 
thing to  lord  Erektne.]    I  speak  only  fpom 
report ;  I  know  nothing  mdre.---My  lords, 
«th«  riehtdofiDOrcliantstranffers^in-^ty 
Vot.  X.  ^  .      ' 


with  the  crown,  to  a  free  and  open  trade 
with  England,  is  expressly  settled  by  the 
30th    chapter  of  Magna  Charta.  >   The 
words  are — '  Omnes  mercatores  nisi  pub- 
'  lice  antea  prohibiti  fuerint  habeant  sal* 
'  vum   et  securum   cond actum  exire  de 
'  Anglia  et  venire  in  Angliam  et  morari 
'  et  ire  per  Angliam  tarn  per  terram  quam 
'  per  aquam  ad  emend'  et  vendend'  sine 
'  omnibus  toUis  malis  per  antiquas  et  rectas 
'  consuetudines  preterquam ,  in    tempore 
'  guerre.' — >I  understand   that  these  last 
words  have  been  attempted  to  be  constru- 
ed to  confine  the  privileges  of  the  statute 
to  a  time  of  universal  peace ;  but  all  (he 
antecedent  words,  as  well  as  those  which 
immediately  follow,  are  utterly  repugnant 
to  such  a  construction:    the  antecedent 
words  declare  that  they  shall  have  safe  con- 
duct, which  is  only  applicable  when  from 
the  kingdom  being  at  war  with  some  na- 
tions and  at  peace  with  others,  the  ^e 
conduct  becomes  necessary  for  strangers 
whose  cojuntries  are  at  peace;  and  tho 
words   immediately  following  are  abso- 
lutely decisive:,  because  instead  of  going 
on  after  the  words  '  preterquam  in  tempore 
guerre,'  to  provide  another  rule  for  a  state 
of  war  as  opposed  to  a  general  state  of 
peace,  the  words  are — "  et  si  sint  de.terra  . 
contra  hos  giierina;"  i.  e.  if  the  merchant 
strangers. to  virhom  privileges  are  before 
given,  if  their  nations  are  at  peace,  shall 
happen  to  be  at  war,  then  anojiher  rule  is 
directed ;   which  manifestly  shews  that 
the -statute  provided  different  rules  for 
merchant  strangers  in  amity,  and  for  those 
whose  nations  were  at  war  when  the  king- 
dom was  at  peace  with  some  'countries 
and  at  war  with  others.     But  l^th  Ed- 
ward iii.  Stat.  2.  ch.  2.  puts  this  matter 
wholly  at  rest ;  for  the  words  of  that  act 
are,  "  that  all  merchant  strangers,  except 
those  which  be  of  our  enmity,  may  with- 
out  let,  come   into  England  with  their    . 
merchandize."     Now  the  words  "  except 
those  which  be  of  our  enmity"  are  utterly 
inconsistent  with  a  general  state  of  peace; 
because  they  are  employed  to  confme  the 
privilege  to  those  not  at  war,  which  would 
be  wholly  inapplicable,  except  when  th6 
kingdom  was  at  peace  with  some  nations 
and  at  war  with  others.     There  are  other 
stiaitutes,  (four  .or  five  in  number)  in  the 
time  of  Edw.  iii.  but  as  they  are  express- 
ed in  the  very  same  terms,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  cite  them  for  this  part  of  the  cjise,. 
which  goes  only-  to  establish  that  Magna 
Charta  and  all  the  other  stat4ites  not  only 
h&ite  their  «^t  when  the  country  is  at 
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war  with  some  nations  and  at  peace  with 
others^  but  can  have-no  possible  applica- 
tion to  any  other  state  of  things.     With 
regard  to-  the  meaning    of  the  words, 
*^  unless  before  publicly  prohibited/'   I 
need  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  any 
arguments^  bfcause  it  is  expressly   laid 
down  by  lord  Coke,  in  his  commentary 
on  Magna  Charta,  that  the  public  pro- 
hibition can  only  be  the  prohibition  of 
parliament. —  The  next  point  therefore, 
IS,  what  are  the  pririleges  so  given  to 
merchant  strangers  in  amity,  in  a  time 
of  Vrar  with  other  countries  which  par- 
liament alone  can  take  away  ?     My  lords, 
the  words  are  so  express  that  I  do  not 
know  how  td  raise  an  argument  on  their 
construction,  or  how  to  make  them  plain- 
er than  by  reading  them.     By  Magna 
'  Charta  they  are  to  nave  safe  conduct  to 
come  into  England,  to  stay,  and  to  return 
w4th  their  merchandize.     By  14  £dw.  III. 
they  are,  without  let,  to  come  into  *  Eng- 
land with  their  Merchandize,  and  safely 
tarry  and  return.    The  1 8th  of  the  same 
king  enacts, '  that  the  sea  be  open  to  all 
«  manner  of  merchants  to  pass  with  their 
<  merchandize  where  it  shall  please  them:' 
And  by  28  Edw.  iii.  c.  13,  sec.  3,  it  is  en- 
acted, *  that  no  manner  of  ship,  which  is 
'  fraught ,  towards  England'  or  elsewhere, 
'be  compelled  to  come  to  any  port  of 
'  England,  nor  here  to  abide  agaiilst  the 
'  wtliof  the  masters  and  mariners  of  the 
'  same,  or  of  the  merchants  whose  goods 

*  they  be.'  And  then,  after  giving  them  a 
free  market  upon  the  accustomed  duties,  it 
goes  on — :' So  that  the  masters,  manners, 
'  $ind  merchants,  afler  they  have  sold  that 
'  wh  ich  pleaseth  them  of  the  said  goods,  and 
♦paid  thereof  the  custom,  may  freely  de- 

*  part,  and  go  with  their  ships,  and  all  the 
'  remnant  of  their  goods,  whither  it  shall 
^  please  them,  without  custom  thereof  to 

*  be  paid ;  ^d  that  none,  of  what  condi- 

*  tion  that  he  be,  shall  disturb  any  ship 
'  charged  with  merchandize,  to  come  to 

*  any  port  of  England,  but  to  the  port 
'  where  the  masters,  marinexs,  and  mer- 
'  chants,  will  first,  of  their  free  will, arrive ; 

*  nor,  after  they  have  arrived,  shall  meddle 

*  with  the  sale  of  the  same  merchandizes, 

*  nor  disturb  tjie  merchants,  nor  their  ser- 

*  vants,  that  they  may  not  themselves,  by 
'  their  own  hands,  according  as  to  them 
'  best  may  scfem  for  their  profit,  sell  ,and 

*  deliver  their  merchandizes,  at  what  time, 

*  and  to  whom  it  shall  best  them  please  ; 
'  and  if  any'setdi^urbance,he  shall  incur 

*  a  grievous  forfeiture  to  the  king,  accord- 


'  ing  to  the  quantity ,  of.  the  trespass.' — 
This  last  act  is  not  printed  amongst  those 
I  allnded  to,  and  it  spears  to  have  been 
confir^d  in  the  reign  of  Rd.  ii.'  in  these 
remarkable  words,  ♦  Notwithstanding  any 
'  ordinances  to  the  contrary ;'  upon  wbicli 
I  can  put  no  otber  construction,  than  that 
there  had  been  ordinances  repugnant  to 
these  statutes,  which  are  thereby  declared 
to  be  illegal.    There  are  also  several  other 
statutes  to  the  same  effect,  both  antecedent 
and  subsequent,  with  which  I  need  not  fa<« 
tigue  your  lordships'  attention,  already,  I 
am  afraid,  but  too  much  exhausted. — My 
lords,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  possible 
construction   can  be  put  upon  these  st^^ 
tutes,  more  especially  on  the  28  Edw.  iii. 
confirmed  by  that  of  Rd.  ii.  except  that 
the  free  trade  of  merchant  strangers  in 
amity  cannot  be  abridged,  or  controuled, 
or  altered,  without  the  authority  of  par- 
liament.     Indeed  our  history  will  furnish 
a  strong  confirmation  to  whoever  will  take 
the  trouble  to  refer  to  it,  ihat  all  the  acts 
were  passed  to  secure  the  infant  commerce 
jof  the  country  firom  the  interruptions  which 
it  must  otherwise  have  suffered  from  the 
arbitrary  ordinances  of  its  princes,,  in  the 
perpetual  wars  they  were  engaged  in. — 
But  it  may  be  said,  that  my  argument  upon 
these  statutes  proves  too  much.'     It  may 
be  asked,  whether  I  mean  to  contend  that 
when  it  is  enacted  by  28  Edw.  iii.  '  that 
'  no  manner  of  ship  fraught  towards  Eng- 
♦  land  or  elsewhere,  be  compelled  to  come 
'  to  any  port  of  England,  or  to  abide  there 
^  against  the  will  of  the  masters.' .  It  may 
be  asked,  (I  say,)  whether  I  mean  to  contend 
that  the  king  cannpt,  in  time  of  war,  com- 
pel merchant  strangers  to  abide  here  by  a 
general  embargo  ?  My  lords,I  have  already 
admitted  the  king's  power  in  that  respect, 
with  its  just  limitations,  viz.  upon  tempo- 
rary exigencies  of  state,  but  not  by  gene- 
ral or  unlimited  restraints,  which  must  be 
enacted  by  parliament :  this  is  expressly 
declared  to  be  the  law  by  lord  Hale,  in  bis 
Treatise  De  Portibus  Maris.     I  may  be 
asked  further,  whether,  when  the  statute 
enacts  that  no  manner  ^  ship  -firajqght  to 
England,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  compelled 
to  come  into  England,  I  mean  to  contend, 
that  the  king  cannot  direct  the  navy  to 
seize  vessels  of  merchant  strangers^  though 
in  amity,  entering  blockaded  ports,  or 
carrying  on  toy  other  illegal  traffic  ?  To 
such  question  I  should  answer,  certainly  no  * 
I  mean  no  such  thing ;.  because  merchant 
strangers  in  amity  are  bound  to  observe 
the  public  laws  of  civili^iedstates ;  because. 
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when  the  statutes  speak  of  their  trade,  and 
afibrd  their  protection  to  it,  they  mean,  of 
course,  to  protect  that  trade  only,  which  is 
sanctioned  by  the  general  law  and  customs 
of  nations;  and- because  it  could  be  no 
compuhdon,  properly  speaking,  upon  a 
mcFchant  stranger,  to  enforce  upon  him 
that  rule  which  he  is  bound,  by  the  muni- 
cipal law  and  justice  ^  his  own  country, 
to  observe.  FrQm  this  admission,  my  lords, 
it  may  perhaps  be  argued  that  I  am  brought 
back  to  the  mere  question  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  since,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the 
king,  notwithstanding  the  statutes,  may 
nevertheless  extend  his  authority  over 
merchant  strangeifstothe  full  extent  which 
the  law  of  oiations  warrants ;  and  if  it  be 
also  true  that  he  cannot  alter  the  law  oT 
nations,  merchant  strangers  would  then  be 
completely  protected  by  that  rule,  and  the 
statutes  would  be  altogether  useless.  My 
lords,  the  answer  to  this  objection  is  a  very 
plain  one  : — ^NVithout  the  statutes  the  king 
could  not  violate  the  law  of  nations,  so  as 
to  affect  merchant  strangers,  except  under 
evil  and  impeachable  council ;  yet  still 
the  rights  of  such  merchants  would  be  le- 
gally affected  ;  but,  if  their  rights  can  be 
brought  und^r  the  protection  of  the  sta- 
tutes, the  Orders  breaking  in  upon  their 
trade  would,  in  that  case,  be  utterly  null 
and  void,  and  would  be  no  rule  to  the 
courts. — My  lords,  I  have  but  one  thing 
more  to  add  on  this  part  of  the  case,  and 
4hat  is  to  press  upon  your  lordships  the 
palpable  absurdity  of  permitting  the  exer- 
cise of  the  war  prerogative  to  be  an  excep- 
tion to  the  operation  of  the  statutes,  sup- 
posing my  construction  of  them  should 
appear  to  your  lordships  to  be  in  other  re- 
spects just ;  because,  to  argue  for  an  uni- 
versal dispensing  prerogative  in  the  king, 
or  rather  a  non-application  of  the  statutes 
to  a  time  of  war,  by  reason  of  the  kind's 
prerogative  in  war,-  the  same  absurdit}^ 
would  follow  as  to  argue  that,  during  war, 
the  king  can  alter  the  law  of  nations ;  be- 
cause the  protection  given  to  merchant 
strangers^^  by  the  statutes,  having  no  kind 
of  application  but  when  we  are  at  peace 
with  some  nations  and  at  war  with  others, 
(since  in  a  state  of  universal  peace  no  pro- 
tection is  wanted)  the  exercise  of  such  a 
war  prerogative  would  not  be  an  exception, 
butthe  total  annihilation  of  the  rule.  If  these 
statutes  then,  my  lords,  apply  to  protect 
merchant  strangers  in  amity,  in  time  of 
war  with  other  nations,  and  if  the  king's 
war  prerogative  cannot  dispense  with  such 
protectioDj  nothing  remains  but  to  exainine 


whethex'  the  provisions  of  these  Orders  in 
Council  be  repugnant  to  the  statutes.-— My 
lords,  their  repugnancy  to  them  is  self- 
evident.  1  have  been,  indeed,  astonished 
to  hear  it  repeatedly  asserted,  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council '  do  not  compel  any  Ame- 
rican vessel  to  come  into  England,'  and 
that  all  regulations,  therefore,  imposed 
upon  them  here,  are  only  indulgencies 
introduced  if  they  come  here  spontaneous- 
ly. Let  us  try  the  truth  of  this  proposi- 
tion, as  it  applies  to  American  vessels 
sailing  before  notice  of  <  the  Orders.  My 
lords,  the  express  letter  of  the  king's  iftr 
structions  to  hitf  othcers,  reciting  the  Or- 
der in  Council  to  the  same  eilect,  directs 
them  to  warn  vessels  bound  to  the  inter- 
dicted ports,  not  merely  to  discontinue 
their  voyages,  but  to  go  to  England,  or 
Gibraltar,  or  Malta!  VVhiat  matters  it,' 
then,  though  the  confiscation  does  not-  fol- 
low upon  disobedience  of  such  warning ; 
for  how  could  any  master  of  a  vessel  pos- 
sibly know  that  such  consequence  was  not 
to  follow  ?  How  could  any  such  master, 
when  warned  by  oificers  ot'  rank  and  disr 
tinction,  jrenture  to  risk  the  property  of 
his  owners  by  refusing  to  comply  with  * 
their  directions  ?  But,  passing  to  the  per- 
manent part  of  the  Orders,  after  the  times 
in  the  notices  have  expired,  can  it  possibly 
be  said  that  they  do  iiot  directly  compel 
vessels  to  come  to  England  ?  Is  it  not  add- 
ing insult  to  injury  to  say  to  America  tliat 
her  shipping  is  not  compelled  to  come 
into  our  ports,  since  they  may  return  back 
again  ?  Let  me  suppose  that  his  majesty 
had  been  advised,  whilst  I  was  a  practisor 
at  the  bar,  to  issue  a  proclamation  that  no 
barrister  should  go  into  Westminster  ^all 
without  passing  through  a  particular  gate, 
at  which  a  toll  was  to  be  levii^d  on  him  : 
should  I  have  been  ^old  gravely  that  I  was 
by  no  means  compellecji  by  such  a  procla- 
mation to  pass  through  it  ?  Should  I  hav^ 
been  told  that  I  might  go  back  agam  to 
my  chambers  with  my  briefs,  and  sleep 
there  in  my  empty  bag,  if  I  liked  it  i 
Would  it  be  an  answer  to  a  market  gar*- 
dener  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lond90,  if 
compelled. to  pass  a  similar  gate  erected  in 
every  passage  to  Covent  Garden,  that  )ie 
was  by  no  means  compelled  to  bring  jhis 
greens  to  market,  as  he  might  stay  at  home 
with  his  family  and  starve  ?-*On  the  5ul>- 
ject  of  tolls,  however,  let  me  do  justice. 
Let  me  not  forget  the  saving  proviso  wbidi 
I  hear  has  been  introduced  into  the  Bill, 
viz.  that  those  who  do  not  fhoose  to  pay  it 
are  at  liberty  to  buirn  th<4ir  goocl^  on  p^y- 
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ment  of  expenses.  How  gracioiis  !  The 
injury  is  wholly  done  to  you  by  France, 
and  yet  you  consider  the  destruction' of 
the  commodity  as  an  indulgence  to  the 
trade  of  America.  A  trespass  is  commit- 
tc4  by  another  man's  horse,  upon  which 
you  immediately  impound  mine,  that  had 
never  trespassed  :  but  God  forbid  that  you 
should  be  so  unjust  as  to  levy  the  penalty ; 
no :  I  am  at  liberty  to  shoot  him  in  the 
pound,  upon  paying  the  pound  keeper's 
expences — My  lords,  my  task  is  now  fi- 
nished, having  (however  imperfectly  I  may 
have  executed  it)  established  all  my  propo- 
sitions by  their  own  intrinsic  truth.  I  have 
purposely  avoided  touching  upon  the  im- 
policy ot  the  OrdeYs,  unless  where  I  was 
forced  to  shew  that  no  possible  evil  could 
have  attended  the  delay  of  waiting  for  the 
execution  of  the  Dedree  upon  America. 
The  momentous  and  complicated  question 
of  their  impolicy  is  in  the  able  hands  of 
my  friend,  the  noble  earl  at  the  table,  (the 
earl  of  Lauderdale)  who  has  already  given 
notice  of  his  motion. — I  cannot,  however, 
my  lords,  take  leave  of  the  subject  with  • 
out  endeavouring  to  awaken  the  feelings 
of  the  house  to  its  vast  impoi*tance,  in  a 
manner  which  neither  my  own  language 
or  authority  could  sufficiently  accomplish. 
The  words  of  a  reverend  lord,  long  ah  or- 
nament to  the  bench  opposite,,  whom  I 
honoured  whilst  living,  and  whose  rtiemory 
I  shall  for  ever  cherish,  rush  into -my  mind 
at  this  moment,  though  they  h^ve  not 
passed  •  through  it  for  very  many  years. 
Unaccustomed  to  speak  in  public,  the  i-e- 
verend  lord  committed  to  writing  what  he 
intended  to  have  delivered  in  this  house 
upon  the  awful  and  interesting  subject  of 
America,  whilst  we  were  rashly  hastening 
to  our  final  separation.  The  whole  com- 
position would  have  done  honour  to  the 
be9t  ages  of  Greece  or  Rome,  and  the  con- 
clusion of  it  IS  but  too  much  in  point  to 
<Air  present  deliberations.  'My  lords,' 
said  the  reverend  prelate,  ♦  I  look  upon 
»  North  America  to  be  the  only  great  nur- 

•  sery  of  freemen  left  upon  the  face  of  the 
^  earth.      We   have  seen  the  liberties  of 

*  Poland   swept  away,  in  one  year,  by 

*  treachery  and  usurpation.   The  free  states 

*  ofGermanyarebutso  manydyingsparks, 

•  going  out  one  af^er  another,  and  which 
'  mtasi  all  be  soon  extingufehed  under  the 

•  destru<;tive  greatness  oftherrneig'hbours.' 
'My  lords,  they  have  been  Ml  since  de- 

fetrbyed  by  one  destructive  nelgbbour- 
'hbod.  •Holland  is  little  more  than  a  great 
•ttTMHttif  company;  with  luxurious  man- 


'nen,  and  an  exhausted  revenue:  with' 
'  little  strength,  and  with  less  spirit.' — 
My  lords,  Sie  has  now  neither  strength 
nor  spirit :  her  government  is  a  despot* 
ism  under  the  dominion  of  France. 
«  Swita^rland  alone  is  fVee  and  happy 
'  within  the  narrow  enclosures  of  her  rocks 
'  and  vallies.'  My  lords,  she  is  new  nei- 
ther free  nor  happj\  All  these  changes^ 
since  the  death  of  my  rev.  friend,  makes 
the  picture  now  more  impressive :  the  rest 
of  it  remains  unaltered.  '  As  for  the  Static 
'  of  thi^  cduntry,  my  lords,  I  can  only  re- 
'  fer  myself  to  your  own  private  thoughts : 
'  I  am  inclined  to  think  and  hope  the  best 
'  of  public  liberty.  Were  I  to  describe 
'  her,  according  to  my  own  ideas  at  this 
'  moment,  I  should  say  that  she  has  a 
'  sickly  countenance,  but  I  trust  sher  has  a 
'  strong  constitution.'  And  now,  my  lords, 
let  me  entreat  you  to  suf!er  the  conclusion 
to  sink  deep  into  your  minds:  ^^uld  to 
God  that  you  may  feel  it  as  I  do  !^*^'  But, 
'  whatever  may  be  our  future  fate,  the 
'  greatest  glory  that  attends  this  country, 

*  a  greater  thaH  any  nation  under  heaven 
'  ever  enjoyed  or  even  contemplated,  is  to 
'  have  formed  and  nursed  up  to  such  a 
'  state  of  security  and  happiness  those 
'  communities  which  we  are  now  so  eager 

*  to  oppress,  and  even  to  extinguish.  We 
'  ought  ^o  cherish  them  as  the  immortal 

*  monuments,  of  our  public  justice  and 
'  wisdom ;  as  the  heirs  of  our  better  days  ; 
'  of  our  old  arts  and  manners,  and  of  our 

*  expiring  national  virtues.  For  what  work  . 
'  of  art,  or  power,  or  public  utility,  ever 

'  equalled  the  glory  of  having  |>eopIed  a 
*vast  continent  without  guilt  or  blood* 
'  shed  ?  To  have  given  them  the  best  arts 
'  of  Hfe  and  government,  and  to  have  suf* 
'  fered  them,  under  the  shelter  of  our  au- 
'  thority,  to  acquire  in  peace  the   skiH 

*  to  use  them  ?    In  comparison  of  this,  * 
'  the  policy  of  governing  by  influence, 

'  and  even  the  pride  of  war  and  victory, 
'  are  dishonest  tricks,  and  poor,  con- 
'  temptible,  pageantry.* —  My  lords,  I 
should  hope  tnat  these  sentiments  would 
have  more  particular  weight  with  the  re* 
verend  lords  opposite,  aS  proceedfeg  from 
so  distinguished  a  member  of  their  otvh  or- 
der ;  I  should  hope  that  they  would  think 
it  no  ofRnce  to  diat  uniform  system  of 
support,  which  I  canifbt  doubt  that  tbeit 
consciences  have  dictated  in  the  present 
difficult  t^mes  to  be  d\ieto  the  ^ministra- 
tion of  the  government,  if,  upon  thist>eca- 
sion,  they  were  to  give  their  voice  'and 
support  to  ptincfples  which  are  die  soki 
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fruit  of  the  religion  they  teach  ;  the  off- 
sjaring  of  the  gospel  which  they  propa- 
gate. Let  OS  leave  to  oor  enemies  the 
guilt  of  discord  and  bloodshed,  and  sup- 
port our  country  by  the  virtues  of  bene- 
volence and  peace. — But,  my  lords>  I  have 
already  troubled  you  too  long,  much  in- 
deed too  long;  and  I  am  thankfol  for  your 
patience  and  goodness.  As  all  the  Reso- 
lutions^  my  lords,  are  dependent  upon 
each^  other>  I  shall  not  move  the  first  by 
itself  but  move  the  whole  of  them  as  if 
they  were  one  Resolution,  comprehending 
them  in  one  motion.'^ — The  noble  lord  then 
moved  the  following  Resolutions: 

1st,  **  That  the  power  of  making  laws  to 
bind  the  people  of  this  realm,  is  exclusively 
vested  in  his  msyesty  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons  of  the  realm,  in 
parliament  assembled:  and  that  every  at- 
tempt to  make,  alter,  suspend,  or  repeal 
such  laws,  by  order  of  his  majesty  in  his 
privy  council,  or  in  any  other  manner  than 
by  his  majesty  in  parliament,  is  unconsti- 
tutional and  illegal. — ^2nd,  That  the  advis- 
ing his  majesty  to  issue  any  Order  in 
Council,  for  dispensing  with,  or  suspend- 
ing any  of  the  laws  of  this  realm,  is  a 
high  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws 
and  constitution  thereof.  That  the  same 
cannot' in  any  case  be  justified,  but  by 
some  unforeseen  and  urgent  necessity  en- 
dangering the  public  salety.  And  that  in 
every  such  case  it  is  the  duty  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  advise  his  majesty,  af- 
ter issuing  such  order>  forthwith  to  assem- 
ble his  parliam^tt,  in  order  both  that  the 
necessity  of  such  proceeding  may  be  in- 
quired of  and  determined  ;  and  that  due 
provision  may  be  made  tor  the  public 
safety,  by  the  authority  of  his  majesty  in 
parliament. — 3d^  That  the  Law  of  Nations 
is  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  that 
neutral  nations,  not  interposing  in  the  war 
between  his  majesty  and  his  enemies,  have 
a  legal  right  to  such  freedom  of  com- 
merce and  navigation,  as  is  secured  to 
them  by  the  Law  of  Nations. — 4th,  That 
the' late  Orders  of  his  majesty  in  Council, 
are  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations^  inas- 
much as  they  purport  to  intei^pt  the 
commerce  of  liriendiy  and  unoftendii^  na- 
tions, carrying  on  their  accustomed  trade 
in  innocent  aurtieles>  between  their  own 
country  and  the  ports  of  ^s  majesty's  ene- 
mies, not  actimtty  blookadod ;  and  even 
between  their  own  country  and  those  <^' 
his  majesty's  allies.  And- also,  inasmueh 
^as  they  purport  to  cempoi  sac)^  trade  in 


fHtaie>tocome,  ia  the  fiiat  instance^  nn* 
del*  pain  of  co^scatioR,  to  the  ports  of 
his  majesty's  dominions,  or  of  his  allifsn 
and  tfc^re  to  submit  to  such  regolatiQw, 
restrictions  and  duties  as  shall  be  imposed' 
upon  them. — 5th,  That*  by  the  Law  of 
Nations,  all  independent  governments  have 
an  undoubted  right,  both  in  war  and* 
peace>  to.  regulate  in  their  own  territorieflW 
and  according  to  their  own  f^mveniences 
except  where^  specially  restrained  by  tceaf^ 
ty,  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  the  ship» 
or  merchandise  of  other  stales.  That  by 
the  municipal  law  of  this  and  other  £Dro<i 
pean  countries,  it  hath  been^  usual  to  ren 
quire,  that  vessels  trading  to  or  fimn  iho 
ports  thereof,  shall  carrysuch  certificataa 
or  other  documents,  shewing  in  what 
country  the  vessel  hath  been  bailt»  fitte4 
or  owned,  by  what  sailors  she  i^navigiited* 
and  in  what  country  the  articles  con^iOBbt 
ing  the  cargo  have  been  grown,  prochiced 
or  manufactured,  as  may  be  judged  neces* 
sacy  to  entitle  them  to  entry.  And^  Uttt 
the  ships  of  firiendly  nations  carrying  such 
papers  in  time  of  war>  do  not  thereby  vio* 
late  any  rule  of  amity  with  other  coua«* 
tries,  or  legally  incur  any  penalty  what« 
ever^  unless  such  should  he  fi>nnd  to  ba 
fiaudnlent.'^^th.  That  so  much  of  his  ma^ 
jesty's  Order  in  Council,  of  the  Uth  of 
Nov.  last,  a^  directs,  that  '  any  vesseb 
carrying  any  certificates  or  documents,  de- 
clarmg,  that  the  articles  of  the  cargo  are 
not  of  the  produce  or  manu&ctiure  of  his 
majesty's  dominions,  or  to  that  efieot»  or 
carrying  any  other  'document  referring  to 
such  certificate-  or  document,  shall,  toge- 
ther with  the  goods  laden  therein,  belongs 
in^  to  the  persons  by  whom,  or  on  whose 
behalf,  any  such  document  was  put  on 
board,  be  adjudged  lawful  prhie  to  ihe 
captor ;'  is  a  gross  and  flagrant  violaition 
of  the  Law  of  Nations,  of  the  statutes  made 
for  the  fireedom  of  navigation  and  oom^ 
merce,  and  fsi  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  realm ;  inasmucii  as  i^ 
purports  to  expose  the  property  both  ^ 
foreign  merchants,  and  even  of  his  nia^esp- 
ty's  subjects,  in  the  ports  of  this  realm,  as 
well  as  on  the  high  seas,  to  unjust  detenr 
tion  and  fi>rfeiture  in  •  cases  where  no 
ofi&nce  vdiatever  hath  i>ecn  committed 
against  ai^r  known  princip^,  or  rule  ^ 
the  Law  of  Nations,  or  against  any  bur, 
statute,  or  usage  of  therealm.-r-7th,  Tbttb 
the  free  access  to  the  |>9it5  of  ibis  realm* 
and  the  liberty  of  tnukng  io  and  fiom  the 
same,  has  been  secured  to  merchant  atran* 
geis,  n«t  beiMB  of  a  hostiie  nitioB,  by 
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stat&tes  in  which  it  is  exptessly  provided^ 
.  '."Ckat  no  manner  of  ship>  whiclh  is  fraught 
<  towards  England  or  elsewhere,  be  cori« 
^  pelled  to  come  to  any  port-of  England, 
«  nor  thereto  abide,  against  the  will  of  the 
«  masters  and  mariners  of  tiie  same,  or  of 
'  the  merchants  whose  the  goods  be/ 
And  that  the  said  statutes  were'intended, 
not  only  to  protect  the  innocent  commerce 
of  friexidly  nations,  bat  also  to  secure  to 
the  people  of  this  realm,  the  benefits  of  a 
free  and  open  market  for  the  sale  of  the 
prbduce  and  manufactures  thereof;  and 
for  the  carrying  on  of  such  trade  as  might 
OMiduce  to  the  profit  and  advantage  of  the 
realm*-— fifth.  That  the  above-mentioned 
Orders  of  his  majesty  in  Council  are  in 
c^pen  lureach  and  isolation  of  the  said  sta- 
tttteSj  inasmuch  as  they  direct  that  ships 
fraught  to  other  places  Uian  this  kingdom, 
and  even  to  ports  belonging  to  his  majes- 
^8  allies,  may  be  compelled  to  come  to 
tae  ports  of  this  realm,  or  of  its  dependen- 
cies, and  there  to  abide  under  such  restric- 
tions or  regulations  as  lus  majesty  may  be 
advised  to  impose  upon  them;  and  also 
inasmuch  as  they  direct  that  the  goods  la- 
den in  such  vessels  shall  not  be  cleared 
out  again  from  such  ports,  without  hav* 
ing  been,  in  some  cases,  previously  en- 
tered and  landed;  nor,  in  other  cases, 
without  having  obtained  from  his  majes- 
.ty's  officers  licences  to  depart,  which  li- 
cences such  Officers  are  not,  by  any 
known  law  of  this  realm,  authorised,  to 
grant" 

The  Lord  Chancellor  maintained  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  net  only  con- 
formable to  the  precepts  of  the  law  of  this 
cbuntry,  but  to  the  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations.  The  first  part  ofihis  proposi- 
tion he  rested  upon  what  he  described  as  a 
fair  interpretation  both  of  the  common  and 
statute  law,  from  the  enactment  o.f  Magna 
Charta  down  to  the  last  statute  which  ap- 
plied to  the  subject.  .As  to  the  second 
part,  he  would  beg  the  house  to  consider 
what  was  meant  by  the  law  «f  nations.  •■  It 
Mras  formed  of  an  accumulation  of  the  di<Aa 
,  of  wise  men  in  different  ages,  and  apply- 
ing to  different'  ^cumstances,  but  none 
resembling  in  any  Vespect  such  a  state  of 
things  as  at  present  existed  in  the  wwld. 
'^deed,  none  of  the  writers  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  this  law  appeared  to  have  such  a 
state  in  their  contemplation.  But  yet  no- 
Uiing  was  to  be  found  .in,  their  writings 
which  did  not  fully  warrant  the  right  of 
self-defence  and  le^liati^B.    :  Upon  .th%t 


right  the  present  ministers  iicted  in  advis- 
ing those  Orders  in  Council,  and  upon  the 
same  right  their  predecessors  issued  the 
Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  which  rested  tor 
justification  upon  precisely  the  same 
grounds  which  he  and  his  colleagues 
pleaded  on  the  case  referred  to  in  the  mo- 
tions before  the  house.  That  both  the 
iNormer  and  the  latter  proceedings  were 
agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations,  he  would  ' 
be  always  ready  to  contend.  He  saw,  in- 
deed, quite  enoueh  to  sustain  the  Orders 
in  Council  in  the  Tetter  of  the  noble  lord 
(Howick)  to  the  Danish  minister,  lliat 
letter,  which  in  his  judgment  was  a  most 
able  expose  of  the  law  of  nations  as  appli- 
ed to  the  tcase,  clearly  .marked  out  the 
course  which  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try was  justified  and  bound  to  pursue  under 
the  circumstances  which  arose  out  of  the 
extraordinary  acts  of  the  enemy.  That 
course,  therefore,  the  present  ministers ibl- 
lowed  ;  and  if  in  prosecuting  a  just  resent- 
ment against  the  enemy  neutral  powers 
were  a&cted,  it  was  the.  inevitable  effect 
of  the  peculiar  situation  >in  which  we  were 
placed,  and  should  b^  considered  by  such 
neutrals  as  damnum- absque  injuria. — ^Ailer 
a  variety  of  observations  upon  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  the  Orders  iu  Council, 
which  he  ccmtended  throughout  to  rest 
upon  precisely  the  same  principle  which 
gave  birth  to  the  Order  of  Jan.  1807,  the 
noble  lord  concluded  with  statin^>  that  as 
the  three  first  Resolutions  of  his  noole  friend 
were  self-evident  propositions,  it-was  un- 
necessary'to  declare- them  by  any  vote  of 
that  house.  The  fourth  Resolution  he  re« 
garded  as  quite  inapplicable  to  the  ques« 
tion ;  and  the  remainder  being  wholly  ex- 
ceptimiable  in  his  opinion,  he  should  move 
the  previous  question  upon  the  whole. 

Lord  Gretwille  rose.  He  began  by  ob- 
serving, that  the  whole  of  the  speech  of 
the  learned  lord  who  had  just  sat  down, 
was  a  laboured  attack  upon  the  late  minis- 
ters under  cover  of  an  ironical  defence. 
Such  a  speech  might  do  very  well  for  a 
party  purpose  ;  but  it  contained  no  illus- 
tration of  principle,  no  deduction  of  ai-gu- 
ment  applicable  to  the  great  question  before 
the  house.  He  totally  denied  the  analogy 
asserted  by  the  noble  lord,  between  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  the  Oi*der  of  Jan. 
1 807.  For  the  latter  was  perfectly  conso- 
nant to  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  law  of 
nations,  while  the  former  was  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  both.  The  latter  indeed,'amount«- 
ed  to  nothing  less,  in  his  judgment,,  than 
an  .assumption  on  the  ^t  of  the  crow^i  to 
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legislate  without  the  consent^f  parliament. 
That  the  law  of  nations  was  recognized  and 
formed  a^  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  the 
noble  lord  shewed,   by  referring  to  the 
opinion  of  justice  Blackstone,  and  also  to 
that  of  lord  Kenyon,  which  was  declared 
upon  the  discus^on  of  a  French  court  of 
Admiralty   relative   to  a  Danish  vessel. 
According  to  the  declaratiofi  of  that  respect- 
able judge,  the  decision  of  that  court  was, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
held  to  be  binding. upon  him  sitting  in  an 
English  court  of  law.     From  that  decision 
being  regulated  by  the  understood  rules  of 
the  law  of  nations,  the  learned  judge  did 
not  think  himself  warranted  by  the  law  of 
this  land  to  depart.     Here,  then,  was  a  so- 
lemn recognition  by  an  English  judge,  that 
the  law  of  nations  tbrmed  a  part  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  as  that  law  could  not  be 
altered  without  the  cpn^nt  of  parliament, 
the  Orders  in  Council,  which  emanated 
solely  from  the  crown,  were  contrary  to 
the  Constitution.     Upon  the  various  bear- 
ings and  probable  consequences  of  these 
Orders,  particularly  with  respect  to  Ame- 
rica, the  noble  lord  dilated  with  his  xvbnt- 
ed  ability.      To  that,  part  of  them  which 
refers  ta  certificates  of  origin,  he  brought 
forward  a  variety  of  objections.     Such  pa- 
pers .were,  he   maintained,  nothing  more 
than  the  usual  instruments  which  bellige- 
retits  had  uniformly  required  from  neutrals, 
as  testimonies  that  their  cargoes  did  not 
belong  to  the  enemy,  and  to  consider  such 
papers,  as  a  just  cause  for  the  forfeiture  of 
a  nieutral,  was,  in  effect,  to  proscribe  all 
neutral  commerce  during  war.    This  he 
conceived  to  be  the  nature  of  the  principle, 
which  we,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  civilized  warfare,  had,  in  the  instance 
under  consideration,  asserted.  We,  in  fact, 
said,  to  the  Americans,  '  you  shall.be  con- 
fiscated by  us,  if  you  carry  that  document 
which  protects  you  from  confiscation  by 
the  enemy.'     It  was  quite  preposterous  to 
maintain  that  the  carrying  of  such  docu- 
ments by  a  neutral  implied  any  such  ac- 
quiescence in  the  hostile  views  of   the 
enemy,' as  warranted  a  hostile  proceeding 
on  .our  part  against  such  neutral.      The 
proposition  was  utterly  untenable,  unless  it 
was  meant  to  assert  that  we  should  be  at  li- 
berty to  introduce  a  new  principle  upon 
the  law  of  nations,  which  was  to  become 
general,  but  to  be  acted  upon  only  as  it 
answered,  our  own  convenience.     For  if 
such  a  principle  were  to  be  generally  pro- 
ceeded upon,  to  what  a  situation  should 
we  be  liable  ?  Suppose  in  a  war  between 


America  and  the  States  of  Barbary,  conld . 
we  endure  that  what  were  called  our  '  Me- 
diterranean pa<>ses,'  which  were  necessary 
to  protect  our  vessels  from  the  latter  belli- 
gerent, should  render  us  liable  to  be  con- 
fiscated by  the  former  ?  And  yet .  these 
Mediterranean  passes  were  quite  tanta- 
mount in  their  character,  to  the  certificates 
of  origin,  which  the  Orders  in  Council 
pronounced  a  just  cause  for  condemning 
the  property  of  a  neutral.  The  noble  lord 
strongly  protested  against  the  whole  ten- 
dency and  character  of  those  Orders  in 
Council,  as  well  as  against  the  other  mea- 
sures of  administration,  which  bore  no 
stamp  of  (}eliberation  or  judgment,  and 
which  could  only  spring  fmm  intemperance  x 
and  inability.  He  deprecated,  in  the  most 
impressive  terms,  the  consequences  of  per- 
severing in  a  course  of  proceeding  not  to 
be  sustained  by  any  sound  or  just  princi- 
ple,— and  concluded  with  expressing  his 
most  serious  apprehensions,  that  the  pas-  > 
sions  of  the  present  day  would  become 
the  source  of  eternal  misfortune  to  man- 
kind. 

Lord  Harvkesbury  had  often  lamented  the 
great  distance  of  America,  which  had 
been  very  inconvenient  in  bur  negocia- 
tions  with  that  country ;  but  he  was  glad, 
on  the  present  occasion,  that  the  distance 
was  such  that  America  would  decide  the 
question' upon  their  own  grounds.  One 
would  have  thought  that  we  wqre  upon  the 
ev(B  of  a  war  with  America,,  and  that  the 
noble  lord's  speech  was  a  declaration 
against  it ;  but  whatever  disputes  existed 
with  America  at  present,  arose  chiefly  out 
of  the  measures  of  the  former  government, 
and  not  from  any  thing  done  by  the  pre- 
sent ministers.  He  contended,  that  tlio 
Order  in  Council,  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  pro- 
ceeded exactly  upon  the  same  principle! 
as  the  present,  and  that  it  would  Have 
been  the  most  futile  in  the  world  if  it  had 
not  done  so.  Hie  then  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  statutes  that  had  been  referred  to ;' 
and  affirmed,  that  they*  only  provided 
against  the  king's  meddling  by  his  prera- 
gative  with  matters  of  trade,  without  con- 
fining it  with  regard  .to  other  matters. 
He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  we  had  a 
full  right  of  retaliation,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions. The  injury  which  the  neutral  Sus- 
tained consequently  was  no  violation  of 
that  law.  The  French  decree,  in  the  ob- 
vious sense  of  it,  justified  that  retaliation. 
The  noble  lords  on  the^other  side  had 
quoted  precedents  and  authority.  He 
would  make  use  of  tUat  privilege,  and  re- 
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fer  to  the  decision  of  the  present  judre  of 
the  admiralty  court  in  the  case  of  the 
American  slup  the  Sampson.    That  ship 
had  been  captured  by  a  Spanish  privateer, 
§nd  on  her  way  to  a  Spanish  port  was  re- 
lieved by  a  British  crmzer.    The  question 
ims,  whether  salvage  ihould  be  allowed,  the 
general  principle  being,  that  no  salvage 
ifhould  be  alkmed  where  the  neutral  was 
in  nio  danger,  but  must  have  been  set  at  li- 
berty when  arrived  in  port.    His  lordship 
l^ad  the  decision  where  a  view  was  taken 
of  the  probable  meaning  of  the  Decree  of 
France.     The  answer  to  general  Arm- 
iBtrong  was  adverted  to,  and  pronounced  to 
be  a  most  weak  and  flimsy  production  of 
the  minister  of  marine,  an  officer  similar 
to  ^  our  first  lord  of  the  admiralty.     The 
French  decree  made  no  exception  in  fa- 
vour of  America,  and  was  so  understood 
by  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  priva- 
teer.   And,  although  the  judge*  had  not 
seen  the  Spanish  Decree,  it  was  natural  to 
conclude  tnat  it  would  be  the  same  as  that 
of  France.     With  respect  to  ceitificates 
of  origin,  his  lordship  observed,  that  the 
noble  baron  .(Grenville)   had  compared 
them  to  things  from  which  they  were  to- 
tally different.     The  "Mediterranean  pas- 
ses were  merely  papers  stating  that  such 
and  such  vessels  were  our  property,   in 
order  to  protect  them  from  the  Barbary 
cruizers.   The  certificates  required  by  our 
navigation  laws  were  papers  to  shew  that 
the  vessels,  &c.  actually  belonged  to  the 
countries  from  whicli  they   came.     But 
these  certificates  of  origin  were  given  to 
shew  that  such  and  such  vessels  and  caf- 
goes  were  not  British  property,   grant- 
ed with  a  view  directly  host'ile  to  us,<  and 
signed  by  persons  who  could  have  no  ob- 
ject at  the  ports  at  which  they  were  sta- 
tioned, except  a  hostile  one  to  us.     It  was 
doubtful  whether  vessels  carrying   such 
certificates  would  not,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions,^ be  liable  to  confiscation  without  our 
Orders  in  Council. 

Lord  Erskine  observed,  that  the  noble 
lords  on  the  other  side  had  not  even  at- 
teiUpted  to  answer  the  at-guments  of  his 
noble  firiend,  but  had  run  away  from  the 
question ;  he  adverted  to  the  decision  in 
the  case  of  the  Sampson,  and  said  that  it 
tvas  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  was  ■ 
heard  of,  ^incd  the  judge  had  avowed  that 
he  had  never  seen  the  Spanish  Decree, 
upon  which  thai  decision  must  have  been 
founded.  He  did  not  impute  this  to  his 
learned  friend,  the  judge  of  the  admiralty 
court ;  but  to  this  Satnpson  who  had  been 


strong  enough  t&puH  down  sir  W.  Scott, 
the  kiw  of  the  land,  and  the  law  of  .nations. 
He  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  his  con- 
structibn  of  the  statutes,  and  affirmed;  that 
no  language  could  be  more  precise  in  fa- 
vour of  the  opinion  which  he  had  stated. 
He  repeated  the  arguments  respecting  the 
right  of  retaliation.  We  had  no  right  to 
retaliate  through  the  medium  of  a*  nen- 
tral,  except  that  state  was  too  weak  to 
resist,  or  shewed  a  disposition  to  acquiesce. 
But  America  had  shewn  every  disposition 
to  resist.  There  li^s  no  proof  of  her  ac- 
quiescence, and  in  fact  the  decree  had  not 
been  put  in  execution  against  her,  in  the 
sense  which  ministers  ascribed  to  it. — ^The* 
house  then  divided  on  the  'question. 
Contents  ...  SO  *f..  Proxies  31-^61 

Not  Contents  67 60—127. 

Majority  against  the  Resolutions — ^66. 


HOUSE   OF   COMI^ONS. 

Thurtda^t  Marek  8. 
<iRBKNwicH  Hospital,  and  Naval  Ast- 
LUM.l     Sir  C.  Pole,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose 
to  submit  his  motion  to  the  hrouse,  founded 
upon  the  14<th  Report  of  the  commissioners 
of  Naval  Inqu iry .    The  object  of  the  bill, 
which  he  had  to  propose,  was  to  carry  into 
efllect,  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
charter  of  Greenwich  Hospital.     Before 
he   proceeded   to  make  his  motion,   he 
•begged  that  the  report  of  the  commission- 
ers; who  had  been  appointed  on  a  former 
occasion  to  inquire  into  the  «tftte  of  that 
hospital,  should  be  read.    By  the  charter 
of  the  hospital,  which  was  granted  in  the 
16th  Geo.  iii.  it  was  required,  that  all  the 
officers  of  the  hospital  should'  be  persons 
who  had  served  his  majesty  in  the  navy, 
and  had  lost  limbs  or  been  disabled  in  the 
service.     The  provisions  of  the  charter  it 
appeared  had  not  been  complied  with; 
but  it  was  not  the  object  of  his  bill  to  in- 
terfere with  any  of  the  existing  appoint- 
nients,  or  emoluments;  its  sole  purpose 
being  to  provide  that  the  charter  should 
in  future  be  complied  with  both  in  letter 
and  in  spirit.  Another  part  of  his  bill  would 
provide  for  a  public  saving,  by  requiring 
persons  holding  such  offices  to  give  up 
their  half  pay.  '  His  bill  was  also  to  extend 
to  the  institution  of  the  Naval  Asylum, 
which  had  been  established  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  naval  service,  and  if  ever 
there  had  been'  a  time  when  they  ought 
to  do  every  thing  consistent  with  economy 
and  the  interest  of  the  service  fbrthat  ob- 
ject. It  was  the  present.    These  were  the 
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clauses  which  he  intended  to  introduce 
into  this  bill,  anid  there  was  also  another, 
to  provide  that  the  bill  should  not  extend 
to  any  persons  holding  offices  at  this  mo- 
ment either  in  the  Naval  Asylum  or 
Greenwich  Hospital,  though  it  was  to 
provide,  that  in  future  no  persons  but  such 
as  had  served  a  certain  number  of  years 
in  the  navy,  or  been  disabled  in  the  ser- 
vice^ should  hold  any  office  in  either  es- 
tablishment. It  had  also  been  his  intenr 
lion  to  introduce  a  clause  to  provide  that 
all  sums  granted  for  the  use  of  Greenwich 
Hospital,  should  be  paid  into  the  bank  of 
England ;  but  as  he  understood  that  re- 
gulations were  to  be  adopted,  which  would 
render  that  clause  unnecessary,  he  should 
not  press  it.  He  therefore  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  his  majesty's  Naval  Service,  oy 
regulating  the  appointment  to  Officers  in 
the  Naval  Assylum,  and  in  Greenwich 
Hospital. 

Mr.  Rose  stated,  that  immediately  after  his 
appointment  ttf  the  office  he  then  he}d,  he 
had  inquired  into  the  facts  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Cdmmissiopers  of  Naval  Inquiry, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  representa- 
tions made  by  him  to  the  admiralty,  pro- 
secutions were  now  carrying  on  against 
the  persons  who  had  been  guilty  of  mal- 
versation in  that  department.    But  having 
said  this,  he  did  not  think  that  the  hon. 
baronet  liad  made  out  any  case  to  induce 
the  hoQse  to  accede  to  his  motion.     About 
30  yeai*8  ago,  an  inquiry  had  been  made 
into  the  state  and  management  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  but  no  legislative  enact- 
ment was  thought  necessary.    There  were 
various  offices,  such  as  that  of  organist, 
surveyor,  and  architect,  which  persons  oi' 
naval  education  would  not  be  competent 
to  iiH.    The  auditor  was  an  officer  who 
required  a  competent  skill  in  the  law. 
The  noble  lord  who  now  held  that  office 
had  succeeded  lord  Thurlow,  who  must  be 
allowed  to  have  been  skilled  in  the  law. 
Besides,  the  revenues  of  the  hospital  ex- 
ceeded 160,000/.  per  annum,  and  the  re- 
ceiver would  require  other  qualifications 
than  a  naval  education.    As  to  the  ques- 
tion,  respecting  the  Naval  Asylum,   he 
thought  that  the  hon.  baronet  would  do 
»  well  to  wait  for  the  Report  from  the  com- 
missioners on  that  head.    He  was  as  desi- 
rous as  any  person  that  none  but  those  who 
had  served  m  the  navy,  should  be  em* 
ployed  in  the  offices  of  that  institution, 
for  which  they  would  be  qualified ;  and  if, 
when  the  regulations  of  the  commissioners 

,    VOL.X.  I 


should  be  produced,  the  hon.  baronet 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  them,  it  would 
be  perfectly  competent  to  him  to  move  for 
such  a  measure  as  the  present: 

Mr.  fFAt^^oii  was  of  opinion,  that  many 
musical  persons  where  .disabled  in  the 
navy,  who  mijght  be  competent  to  the 
office  of  organist;  and  observed,  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  another  gentleman,  a  member  of  that 
house,  were  proo&  that  a  naval  education 
did  not  Fender  persons  unfit  for  such  of- 
fices as  thos)e  he  had  mentioned.  At  any 
rate  seafaring  men  might  hold  sinecure 
offices  as  well  as  any  other  description  of 
persons,  and  it  appeared. that  the  barber  of 
the  hospital,  Mr.  Henry  Clew,  a  Swiss,  em- 
ployed six  deputies,  and  derived  an  in- 
come of  150/.  per  annum  from  his  office, 
without  having  any  duty  to  perform,  but 
the  superintendance  bf  the  shaving  of  the 
pensioners.  He  highly  praised,  the  la- 
bours of  the  naval  commissioners,  and  of 
the  hon.  baronet  in  partii^ular,  and  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  no  person  shoukl 
be  allowed  to  hold  any  office  in  either 
the  Naval  Asylum,  or  Greenwich  Hospi- 
tal, who  was  not  a  seafaring-  man.  '  * 

Mr.  Lockhart  regretted  that  the  hon. 
baronet  had  connected  the  two  establish- 
ments, which  were  so  different  in  their 
object  and  nature.  The  Naval '"Asylum 
had  been  instituted  by  public  spirijted  poi- 
sons, as  stronffly  attached  to  the  naval 
service  as  the  hon.  baronet,  who  had  sub- 
scribed a  sum  of  50,0001.  for  the  establish- 
ment. The  proposal  of  the  hon.  baronet 
went  to  shew  a  distiiist  that  men  having 
acted  under  such  motives,  would  not  make 
reflations  for  its  management  in  the  same 
spurit.  Such  distrust  might  excite  discon- 
tent in  the  navy,  and  a  lukewarmness  in 
those  who  had  originated  and  promoted  the 
institution.  The  commissioners  were  com- 
posed of  17  gentlemen  of  the  navy,  and 
1 1  who  had  not  been  of  that  profession. 
The  latter  could  not  dictate  any  thing 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  navy,  ara 
he  therefore  thought  that  those  who  had 
framed  the  institution  in  favour  af  the 
navy,  should  not  be  deprived  of  their 
influence  i^on  it  by  the  vote  of  the  hon* 
baronet. 

Mr.  Ponwnhy  observed,  that  the  argu- 
ments employed  applied  only  to  that 
part  of  the  motion  which  concerned  the 
Naval  Asylum,  and  not  against  that  which 
applied  to  the  carrying  into  effect  the 
charter  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  That 
charter  had,  it  appeared,  been  departed 
3R 
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from,  and  therefore  there  was  a  necessity 
for  the  interference  of  parliament  He 
suggested,  therefore,  to  the  hon.  bart 
whether  he-  ought  not  to  separate  the  ob- 
jects of  his  bill,  and  move,  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  for  a  bill  ta  regulate  Greenwich 
Hospital ;  and  afterwards,  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  bring  forward  a  motion  for  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  Naval  Asylum. 

Sir  C.Pole  acceded  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  right,  hon.  gent,  and  confined  his 
motion  to  the  first  object. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  as  the 
question  had  been  narrowed,  should  then 
only  say,  with  respect  to  the  Naval  Asylum, 
that  it  would  be  competent  to  the  hon. 
baronet  to  move  an  address  to  his  majesty 
for  the  Regulations  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  tojnake  them  the  subject  of  any  fur- 
ther proceeding  he  might  tlilnk  necessary. 
But  as  to  the  remaining  part  of  his  moti<»i, 
he  did  not  think  the  house  could  agree  to 
it,  without  having  the  charter  of  the 
'hospital  before  it.  It  was  as  much  the 
duty  of  the  trustees,  under  the  xharter, 
io  correct' any  abuses  that  might  exist,  as 
•it  would  if  an  act  of  parliament  were  to 
pass  for  the  purpose.  But  the  question 
was,  whether  it  would  be  desirable,  if  only 
a  single  candidate,  who  had  been  connect- 
ed with  rthe  navy,  should  offer  for  an 
office,  who  might  not  be  as  well  qualified 
as  other  candidates,  that  any  peremptory 
.  liocder  for  his  appointment  should  be  enact- 
ed. He  contended  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  an  act  of  parliament.  The 
'  hon.  bart.  himself  had  been  whilst  in,  the 
.office  of  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  in  a  situa- 
ftion  to  correct  these  abuses,  and  if  he  had 
.not  done  so,  it  was  not  matter  of  blame  to 

him,  as  he  had*  followed  the  course  pur- 
fsued  by  his  predecessors,  and  if  any  mis- 
.xhief  had  arisen,  it  must  have  been  only 

from  inadvertency  on  his  part.  The  house 
:he  was  sure  would  not  accede  to  the  motion, 

until  it  should  have  the  charter  of  the 
•Hospital  before  it. 

^vc  John  Newport  contended,  that  every 
,  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  shewed 

the  necessity  of  the  bill.  As  abuses  existed, 

'.it  was  highly  neiisssary  that. an  act  of  par- 

.    liament  should  be  made  to  correct  them. 

And  many  of  the  trustees  would  be  glad 
•to  be  protected  against  the  applications  of 
:  their  friends  by  the  provisions  of  an  act 

of  parliament.     The  hon.   baronet  ap- 

;peared  to  him  to  deserve  the. thanks  of  the 

'>  house  and  of  the  country,  for  his  accurate 

attention  to  the  interests  of  a  profession'  to 
iwhich  he  mcas  anromament;  wA  as  to  the 


unfitness  of  naval  men  for  the  offices  in 
the  Hospital,  he  never  could  forget  that 
the  late  lord  chancellor  had  been  in  that 
profession. 

Mr.  M,  Montague  stated,  from  his  local 
and  personal  knowledge  of  an  estate  be- 
longins  to  the  Hospital,  that  no  naval  man, 
unless  locally  acquainted  with  the  circunv- 
stances  and  nature  of  the  property,  could 
be  ci^ble  of  conducting  or  managii^  it 
for  the  interests  of  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Pole  Carew  contended,  that  either 
there  were  rules  in  the  charter,  requiring 
persons  holding  offices  to  be  seafaring 
men,  or  there  were  not ;  and  that  in  either 
case,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  house 
to  interfere,  to  allow  qualified  persons  to 
be  appointed,  or  to  prev^it  persons  not 
qualified  from  being  appohited. 

Sir  John  Ord  could  not  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, as  he  thought  it  could  neither  be  con- 
sistent with  justice  nor  promote  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  institution,  to 'take  it  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  trustees. 

Sir  F.  ^urdet(  was  extremely  surprised 
at  the  opposition  given  to  this  bill,  which 
was  to  remedy  gross  abuses  acknowledged 
to  be  existing.  Ail  that  had  been  said  ap- 
plied solely  to  the  bill,  the  exceptionable 
parts  of  which,  if  any,  might  be  lefl  out. 
The  principal  object  he  had  in  rising,  was 
to  tl^nk  the  hon.  baronet  for  the  course 
he  was  pursuing  in.  spite  ,of  all  obstacles. 
He  could  not  ^suppose  that  the  house  could 
object  to  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  be- 
cause no  negative  had  been  given  to  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  baronet.  He  never 
had  been  more  astonished,  than  at  the 
frivolous  objections  which  had  been  nliade 
to  the  motion.  The  object  of  .the  bill 
Viras  to  inflict  a  penalty  on  those  who 
■should  violate  the  provisions  of  the  charter, 
and  he  did  hope,  that  the  house  would 
never  come  to  any  determination  that 
Ivould  preclude  the  hon.  baronet  from 
bringing  forward  his  bill. — A  division 
then  took  .place.  For  the  motion,  52. 
Against  it,  78.    Majority,  26. 

[Mutiny  Bill.]  The  house  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Mutiny 
Bill. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  would  explain 
shortly  the  reasons  on  which  he  was  in- 
duced to  recommend  the  proposition  Jie» 
mtended  to  submit  to  the  house..  All  the 
reasonings  and  statements  connected  with 
•the  Army  were  so  familiar  to  the  house, 
that  he  would  have  held  himself  bound, 
in  regard  to  the  time  of  the  house,  to  otkar 
Itts  motion  without  any  pre&ce,.  if  the 
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right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Windham) 
had  not»  very  causelessly,  in  his  opinion, 
taken  alarm/ as  if  this  motion  contamed  in 
it  a  principle  ruinous  to  the  military 
system  introduced  by  that  right  hon.  gent. 
a  short  time  since.  To  many  parts  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,*s  systeip  he  had  no  objec- 
tion; the  inducements  held  forth  to  certain 
descriptions  of  men,  by  the  liberty  to  en- 
gage for  limited  service  and  by  the  crea- 
tion of  additional  pensions,  he  highly  ap- 
proved of.  But  what  he  complained  of 
was,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  considered 
his  measure  as  prescriptive,  to  be  preserved 
without  addition  or  alteration,  con^ary  to 
what*  had  ever  happened  with  respect  to 
any  other  measure.  He  had  no  objection 
to  limited  service,  and  hie  'had  formerly 
promoted  to  a  certain  extent,  engage- 
ments limited  In  space  as  well  as  in  time. 
But  why  should  limited  service  be  in  a 
manner  enforced,  to  the  total  exclusion  of 
unlimited,  service,  even  when  the  men 
were  perfectly  satisfied,  and  desirous  to 
eater  without  limitation.  On  former  oc- 
casions, the  men  for  limited  service  were 
kept  in  separate  battalions.  The  right 
•hon.  sent,  mixed  them.  It  was  not  m- 
tended  to  interfere  with  this  any  more 
than  with  any  other  pisirt  of  the  right  hon. 
gent's  arrangement.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
complained  much  of  the  change  about  to 
be  introduced  in  the  exclusive  form  of  his 
measure*:  but  no  measure,  no  military 
system,  could  reasonably  claim  an  exclu- 
sive and  unalterable  sanction.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  miight  hold  himself  discharged 
from  all  responsibility  for  his  measure, 
after  the  alterations  proposed  to  be  intro- 
duced. All  responsibility  in  matters  of 
this  kind,  belonged  properly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, to  those  who  were  bound  to  aiup- 
ply  every  thing  that  was  deficient,  to 
correct  every  thing  that  was  viciqus  in 
the  existing  system.  The  house  would 
form  its  judgment  without  |my  of  that 
alarm  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
felt,  in  his  opinion  without  any  ground. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  this  as  a  premature  interference 
.  with  his  measure.  Therishthon.  gent's^ 
system  was  as  prematurely  and  abruptly 
introduced  to  the  abrogation  of  the  Addi- 
tional Force  act,  then  growing  into  full  ef- 
ficiency. The  right  hon.  gent.'s  measure 
had  been  passed  two  years  ago,  and  had 
been  in  operation  twenty  months;  and 
when  the  returns  should  be  examined,  it 
would  be  found  distinct  from  every  other 
.  in  this  respect^  that  it  made  no  addition  to 


the  prior  strength  of  the  army.  From  the 
year  1803,  to  the  present  time,  the  army 
had  been,  year  after  year,  progresgiyely 
increased  from  232,000  men  to  291,000, 
exclusive  of  10,000  which  'were  wanting 
to  complete  the  militia,  and  which  would  be 
furnished  in  the  course  of  the  next  month. 
In  this  progressive  increase,  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  administi^tion  had  added  but  .6  or 
7,000  men,  which  were  derived  from  the 
Additional  Force  act,  and  therefore  not  to. 
be  attributed  to  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  mea- 
sure. The  regular  disposable  force  was,  in 
1S04,  in  number  141,000,  and  in  1808  it 
was  204/XX) ;  of  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  could  claim  credit  only  for  the  before- 
mentioned  6000,  derived  from  the  Addi- 
tional Force  act.  In  the  1 8,  months  pre- 
ceding the  commencement  of>  the  opera- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  measure^ 
30,748  men  were  raised.  In  the  18  months 
during  which  that  measure  had  been  effect- . 
ive,  the  number  raised  was  only  26,040 
being  a  diminution  of  4,000.  In  point  of 
comparative  value  it  was  to  be  considered, 
that  of  the  preceding  number  17,000  en- 
tered at  once  for  unlimited  service,and  the 
remaining  14,000,.  though  entering  at  first 
for  limited  service,  afterwards  extended 
their  engagements  without  J  imitation. 
He  repeated,  that  he  was  of  opinion  the 
principle  of  limited  service  ought  always 
to  make  part  of  our  military  code ;  and 
he  vyas  satisfied,  that  without  it,  the  num- 
bers of  our  army  could  not  be  kept  Mp. 
But  let  it  be  seriously  considered,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  of  making  it  the 
exclusive  principle.  With  no  less  than 
90,000  men  now  employed  in  foreign  and 
colonial  service,  how  would  it  be  possible 
to  maintain  an  efficient  army  in  our  dis- 
tant possessions,  if  it  would  be  necessary 
to  bring  honlb  the  men  at  the  termination 
of  a  short  period  of  service.  Every  sol- 
dier sent  to  India  cost  100/.  for  his  convey- 
ance out  and  home ;  and  if  a  regiment  was 
to  be  sent  out,  the  whole,  or  the  greater 
part  of  which  would  be  to  be  brought  back 
at  the  end  of  3  years ;  he  begged  the 
house  to  consider  how  little  service  would 
be  had  for  so  enormous  an  expence.  He 
allowed,  that  a  limited  engagement  mijght 
answer  very  well  for  European  service. 
But  all  he  wished  was,  a  fair  option  to  the 
individual  to  form  his  engagement,  so  that 
some  portion  of  our  army,  and  that  as 
large  a  portion  as  might  be,  should  consist 
of  men  engaged  for  life.  Let  it  be  con- 
sidered how  large  apportion  of  our  army 
was -already  engaged  for  limited  .  service 
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only ;  and  here  he  could  not  help  express- 
ing his  satisfaction,  that  it  was  not  now  the 
object  ofi  consideration  how  an  army  was 
to  be  raised,  but  how  a  very  flourishing 
army  alre&dy  in  existence  should  be  main- 
tained. The  present  regular  army  of  the 
line  consisted  of  204,000  men,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  that  of  these,  including  the 
men  enlisted  under  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
measure,  full  70,000  were  engaged  for  li- 
mited service.  The  number  raised  under 
the  right  hon.  gent/s  measure  was  26,000, 
and  they  were  all  for  limited  service.  All 
the  foreign  corps  were,  from  their  origin, 
engaged  for  limited  service  ;  the  gamson 
battalions  were  also  limited ;  and  the  vo- 
lunteers from  the  militia,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  6  or  7,000.  It  was  matter  of  very 
serious  consideration,  to  think  that  the 
36^000  enlisted  this  year  would  all  be  entit- 
led to  their  discharge  at  the  same  period,  se- 
ven years  hence.  It  was  also  very  material 
to  consider  how  this  principle,  if  exclusively 
acted  upon,  would  affect  our  peace  estab- 
lishment. Supposing  a  peace  establishment 
of  100,000  men,  and  30,000  of  these  to  be 
discharged  in  one  year,  and  a  war  to  follow 
in  that  year  or  the  next,  what  would  be 
the  state  of  the  country.  He  contended 
that  the  rtsht  hon,  gent's  measure  would 
not  cover  its  own  waste,  and  that  of  the 
army  in  general.  He  maintained  that  the 
enlistment  for  life  of  those  who,  on  having 
the  option  should  prefer  enga^ng  for  life, 
would  not  discourage  others  from  engag- 
ing for  years.  He  could'  not  understand 
how  good  faith  was  violated,  when  no  ex- 
tension of  an  existing  engagement  for  li- 
mited service  was  demanded  or  allowed, 
and  when  all  that  was  intended  was  to  al- 
low a  liberty  of  a  larger  en^gement  to 
those  who  were  free  and  willing  to  make 
it.  The  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  mi^ht 
say.  that  though  the  ordinary  recruiting 
under  his  measure  was  not  equally  pro- 
ductive as  the  ordinary  recruiting  before, 
combined  with  the  Additional  Force  act. 
It  was  superior  to  the  previous  ordinary  re- 
cruiting alone.  Certainly  so  it  was ;  but 
then  the  Additional  Force  act  was  becom- 
ing every  day  more  productive,  when  it 
was  repealed.  The  ordinary  r^clruiting 
was  made  more,  productive  under  the 
right  hon.  gent's  plan,  by  multiplying  the 
number  of  recruiting  parties  beyond  mea- 
sure, and  also  by  the  threat  of  reduction 
held  out  to  the  54  additional  battalions, 
unless  they  should  complete  their  estab- 
lishment to  400  men  each  before  six 
months.    One  part  only  of  the  Tight  hon. 


gent.'s  plan  was  not  speeolative,  and  that 
was  the  permanent  burthen  of  450,000/.  a 
year  which  it  imposed  on  the  country,  in 
the  shape  of  additional  pensions,  an  in- 
cumbrance which  must  increase  continu- 
ally. These  reasons,  he  conceived,  would 
be  fully  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  committee 
of  the  propriety  of  not  depriving  such  men 
as  were  inclined,  of  a  fair  option  to  enlist 
for  life.  He  therefore  moved,  that  a  clause 
be  introduced  allowing  that  option. 

Mr.  Windham  spoke  at  considerable 
length  against  the  clause,  the  substance 
of  which  he  contended,  was  not  only  mis- 
chievous in  itself,  but  also  as  it  was  in- 
tended to  do  away  the  system  established 
two  years  since  with  the  full  approbation 
of  the  house,  after  long  and  deliberate 
consideration  and  mature  discussion. — He 
objected  to  the  mode  in  which  that  sys- 
tem was  thus  covertly  undermined,  by 
those  who  did  not  dare  to  make  it  the 
object  of  open  attack.  A  dause  of  this 
kind  was  rejected  in  1806,  because  it  went 
to  counteract  the  general  efifect  of  the 
measure ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  House 
had  declared  the  same  opinion  since.  He 
did  not  complain  that  this  proceeding  wak 
brought  forward  in  the  shape  of  a  Clause 
in  the  Mutiny  Bill,  but  that  it  was  brought 
forward  in  so  late  a  stage,  without  any 
notice,  and  at  a  time  when  the  Mutiny 
Bill  must  be  passed  with  so  little  delay 
as  to  allow  no  adequate  length  of  delibe- 
ration or  discussion.  It  was  only  on  this 
day  se'nnight  that  an  indistinct  declara- 
tion of  his  intentions  on  this  head  was 
wrung  from  the  noble  lord  by  hinx ;  and 
only  fast  night  that  he  had  seen  the  noble 
lord's  motion  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
to  be  ofiered  to  the  house.  His  measure 
had  been,  like  the  present,  brought  for- 
ward in  the  shape  of  a  clause  in  the  Mu- 
tiny Bill.  But  the  nature  of  that  measore 
had  long  before  been  detailed  to  the 
house,  and  the,  clause  itself  had  been 
printed  and  circulated  among  the  mem- 
bers, and  repeatedly  discussed,  long  before 
the  house  was  called  to  decide  upon  it, 
Tlie  present  proceeding  was  like  putting  a 
parcel  into  the  hands  of  the  driver  of  a 
stage  coach,  while  he  was  yet  going  on, 
with  a  hint  that  he  should  suffer  no  one  to  - 
examine  its  contents,  but  plead,  against 
every  call  to  stop,  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  necessity  of  his  arrival  at  the  ap- 
pointed minute.  It  was  a  species  of  pro- 
ceeding which  he  supposed  he  must  not 
call  a  trick,  but  which,  in  strict  legal  de- 
finition, be  must  be  allowed  to  call  a  fraifd. 
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if  a  fraud  was  quod  aUud  €igii,  almd  smuioi. 
The  clause  now  proposed,  by  gradually 
changing  the  enlistment  from  limited  to 
unlimited  service,  would  go  to  undermine 
and  destroy,  the  system  introduced  two 
years  ago.  The  effect  of  the  clause  would' 
be  most  important,  and  the  house  ought 
to  have  the  fullest  notice  and  the'  fairest 
opportunity  of  considering  it  in  all  its 
bearings.  He  reminded  the  house^  that 
when,  on  a  memorable  occasion,  some 
propositions  were  made  with  respect  |o 
Catholic  soldiers,  to  which  no  objection 
was  foreseen  at  the  time,  upon  its  appear- 
ing afterwards  that  objections  might  be 
expected,  the  propositions  were  withdrawn 
from  the.  Mutiny  Bill,  and  put  to  the  sense 
of  the  house  in  a  separate  bill.  It  was 
disgraceful  that  the  present  measure  should 
be  brought  forward  in  the  present  form. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  noble  lord 
had  so  far  corrected  his  former  sentiments, 
as  to  allow  that  it  was  material  to  the 
army  to  allow  the  liberty  of  engaging  for 
limited  service.  The  noble  loi^  and  his 
friends  had  formerly  contended,  and  con- 
tended with  great  vehemence,  that  the 
men  who  embraced  the  profession  of  arms 
were  equally  ready  to  enlist  for  life  as  for 
a  term  of  years.  He  was  now  compelled 
to  abandon  this  opinion ;  yet  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  himself  to  relinquish  it  altogether, 
but,  by  the  most  absurd  of  all  arrange- 
ments, would  have  part  of-  the  army  on 
one  footing,  and  part  on  the  other.  Did 
the  noble  lord  intend  that  the  men  en- 
gaged for  imlimited  service  should  be  kept 
in  distinct  bodies,  and  appropriated  to  fo- 
reign service.  It  would  be  easy  to  see 
the  inconveniences  that  would  result  from 
that  course,  and  the  impossibility,  indeed, 
of  executing  it.  As  the  numbers  were  to 
be  unequal,  how  were  they  to  be  dis- 
tributed between  the  two  battalions  ?  On 
the  other  supposition,  the  discontents  that 
would  prevail  in  the  army,  and  the  injuries 
that  would  be  done  todiscipline  by  having 
men  enlisted,  in  an  inconsiderate  moment, 
for  unlimited  service,  along-side  men  who 
were  engaged  only  for  a  term  or  years, 
were  too  striking  to  require  elucidation. 
He  would  come  now  to  the  statements,  as 
set  forth  on  a  paper  printed  by  consent  at 
the.dkMe  of  the  last  session,  and  arranged 
in  opposite  columns  for  thegreater  conve- 
nience of  comparison.  The  noble  lord 
denied  him  the  credit  of  making  any  ad- 
dition to  the  army.  It  was  a  credit  that 
he  had  never  claimed.  His  measure  had 
>b'eea  infuU  operation,  not,  as  the  noble 


lord  had  said,  for  eighteen  months,  but  fi>r 
twelve;  and  during  those  twelve  months^ 
such  had  been  its  effects,  and  such,  above 
all,  the  manner  of  producing  those  efiects, 
as  might  leave  to  the  advocates  of  the  mea- 
sure, nothing  to  be  required,  however  much 
might  have  been  expected,  from  the  result 
of  any  further  trial.  In  the  fii-st  quarter, 
it  had  produced  at  the  rate  of  1 1,000  men 
a-year ;  in  the  second  quarter,  at  the  rate 
of  13,000;  in,  the  third  quarter,  at  the 
rate  of  21,000;  and  in  the  fourth  tju^rter, 
at  the  rate  of  24-,000.  It  was  certainly  no 
Utile  praise  that  it  so  soon  equalled  the 
eflect  of  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
recruiting  which  was  in  force  before  it ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  effected  its 
purpose,  was,  in  itself,  sufficient  to  give  it 
a  superiority  over  the  measures  which 
were  now  brought  into  comparison  with  it. 
The  noble  lorcr  s  boast,  that  his  measures 
had  done  as  much,  was  much  the  same 
sort  as  that  of  gentlemen  known  at  Astley's 
and  Hughes's  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Merry* 
man,  whose  office  in  the  piece  was  to  re- 
peat whatever  had  been  done  by  the  lead- 
ing performer,  but  with  the  omission  of 
the  only  circumstance  which  could  render 
the  feat  of  any  value.  Should  the  principal 
tumbler,  for  instance,  throw  what  is  called- 
a  somerset,  that  is  to  say,  turn  heels  over 
head  in  the  air,  Mr.  Merryman  instantly 
rolled  over  on  the  floor,  upon  hiffhead 
and  his  breech,  and  then  lo<^ed  cunningly 
round  to  the  spectators,  as  who  should  say, 
have  not  I  done  the  same  thing.  If  the 
rider  at  any  time  vaulted  into  the  saddle 
by  placing  his  hand  on  the  pommel,  Mr. 
Merryman  climbed  up  by  the  mane  or  the 
tail,  and  triumphed  in  the  idea  of  his  being 
equally  seated.-  It  was  the  merit  of  his 
measure  that  it  raised  the  men  by  the  or- 
dinary recruiting  alone ;  while  the  mea- 
sures with  which  it  was  compared,  pro- 
cured them  by  means  expensive  and 
violent,  and  which  exhausted  the  sources 
of  recruiting  in  future.  The  comparison 
between  the  extraordinary  measures  of 
other  administraticms,  and  his  measure, 
was  just  the  same  as  that  of  a  man  with 
100,000/.  capital,  with  a  man  having 
40,000/.  a-year.  The  former  could  ex- 
ceed the  other  for  a  period,  even  of  'a 
couple  of  years,  by  10,000/.  a-year ;  but, 
at  the  end  of  tli^t  time>  the  capitalist 
would  be  in  gaol,  while  the  other  would 
be  jogging  on  at  the  same  undiminished 
rate  of  40,000/.  a-year.  Hb  measure  had 
been  but  twelve  months  in  fbrce,  when  its 
produce  equalled  that  of  the  prior  ordinary 
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rtpmliiAft  and  the  additional  force  act  to- 
gether) during  the  six  mondis  that  they 
were  most  prodactive.  When  the  noble 
lord  talked  of  36^000inen  from  the  militia, 
it  should  nerer  be  lost  sight  of  that  many  of 
these  were  enlisted  into  the  militia  as  sub* 
stitutes,  costing,  at  times,  60  or  70  guineas, 
to  which  was  to  be  added,  the  further 
bounty  for  entering  into  the  line.  As  to 
the  reflection  on  the  number  of  boys  in- 
introduced  under  his  measure,  he  knew 
not  on  what  the  idea  was  founded^  The 
85'steml'  of  limited  service  had  apparently 
no  more  tendency  to  get  boys  instead  of 
men, 'than  other  systems  had  to  get  boys 
instead  of  girls.  If  there  was  any  such 
tendency,  it  would  be  the  highest  recom- 
mendation of  the  measure,  as  it  could 
proceed  from  nothing  but  the  greater 
readiness  with  which  parents  would  part 
with  their  children,  when  there  was  a 
hope  of  their  return,  than  when  they  con-* 
sidered  the  service  as  carrying  them  away 
for  ever.  On  this  topic  of  boys,  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  if  what  he  had  heard  was 
true,  that  in  certain  militia  regiments, 
some  of  them  not  far  from  the  place  in 
which  he  was  speaking,  there  were  not 
only,  numerous  boys  received,  but  paid 

•  also  in  a  way  different  from  what  they 
were  in  the  army,  that  is  to  say,  placed 
upon  full  pay.  As  to  the  increased  al- 
lowances from  Chelsea,  that  was  a  measure 
which  stood  on  its  own  grounds,  and  re- 
quired to"  be  adopted  on  the  bare  consi- 
derations of  justice  and  humanity.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  account  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  late  system  by  the  increased 
number  of  recruiting  parties,  and  an  in- 
sinuation conveyed  at  the  same  time  that 
they  were  encreased  for  the  purpose.  The 
multiplication  of  recruiting  parties  arose, 
not  fnm  the  government,  nor  from  any 
desire  to  promote  the  execution  of  his 
measure ;  it  proceeded  from  a  quarter  de- 
cidedly adverse  to  his  measure.  It  was 
besides  well  known,  that  the  multiplica- 
tion of  recruiting  parties  beyond  a  certain 

'  ))roportion,  diminished,  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  recruits ;  the  competi- 
tion so  excited  was  not  of  that  sort  by 
which,  as  Sometimes  happens,  production 
was  increased,  but  that  of  which  the  only 
effect  was,  .to  add  to  one  what  was  taken 
from  another.  Nothing  could  betray  more. 
a  want  of  correctness  in  thinking,  than  the 
mistake  that  prevailed  in  this  respect. 
Tlie  persons  wno  urged  this  topic  fell  to 
work  like  school  boys,  and  said,  if  so 
many  recruitmg  parties  ypll  produce  so 


many  men,  how  many  more  will  be  pro- 
duced by  a  number  so  much  greater: 
but  they  forsot  the  condition,  that  the 
parties  must  have  enough  to  work  upon, 
and  that,  without  that,  they  could  only 
pull  against  one  another.  The  fifty-four 
second  battalions,  let  it  be  remembered, 
to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  were 
created  by  the  preceding  administration. 
With  a  full  establishment  of  officers,  and 
no  men,  they  could -not  be  lef^  a  burthen 
qn  the  comitry.  It  was  hard  to  oblige  the 
officers  to  complete  the  numbers  to  a  cer- 
tain amount :  but  it  was  a  hardship  that 


was  necessary; 


and  when  the  increase 


was  called  for,  it  was  inevitable  to  allow 
the  regiments  to  send  out  their  parties. 
The  permission  given  to  the  Irish  militia 
to  volunteer,  and  the  competition  between 
the  regiments,  each  seeking  to  get  its 
share,  was  another  cause  of  the  multipli- 
cation of  recruiting  parties ;  and  in  all  - 
those  cases  the  government  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  WiiPh  respect  to  the 
desertions,  the  number  h&d  decreased  under 
his  measure.  Without  troubling  the  house 
with  figures,  he  would  generally  say,  that 
from  the  commencement  of  the  year  1 805, 
to  the  introduction  of  the  late  system  in 
the  middle  of  1806;  whether  the  trial 
were  made  by  quarterly  periods  or  half 
yearly;  whether  in  6.  Britain  alone,  in 
Ireland  alone,  or  in  6.  Britain  and  Ireland 
taken  together ;  whether  by  head  quarters 
recruiting,  or  district  recruiting,  or  by  the 
two  combined,  in  whatever  way  the  'com- 
parison was;  the  regular  recruiting  had 
gradually  declined ;  that  after  the  intro- 
duction of  that  system  it  had  gradually 
increased,  and  that  since  the  noble  lord 
came  into  office,  it  had  again  gradually 
declined.  In  the  last  half  year  of  the  last 
system,  the  ordinary  recruiting  alone  had 
beat  the  ordinary  recruiting  of  the  corres- 
ponding period  in  the  preceding  year, 
with  the  Additional  Force  Bill  into  the  • 
bargain.  The  former  exceeded  11,000 
men,  while  the  latter  only  rose  to  some- 
thing above  10,000.  This  new  proposi- 
tion would  not  get  a  man  more  for  the 
army,  but  on  the  contrary,  wcmld  goto 
keep  many  men  out  of  it.  On  this  head, 
some  deference  was  due  to  the  authority 
of  himself  and  his  friends  on.  the  subject, 
as  the  measure  which  the  clause  meant  to 
affect  originated  with  them,  and  as  they 
had  distinctly  declared,  and  shown  by 
their  conduct,  ^at  they  thought  that  such 
a  clause  would  destroy  the  effect  of  the 
measure.    The  military  plau  which  he  b'^d 
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proposed,  proceeded  on  the  principle  of 
meliorating  the  future  condition  of  the 
soldiers,  by  the  prospect  of  future  advan- 
tages, it  was  necessary  therefore  that  con- 
fidence should  be  inspired  into  the  people 
to  give  it  its  due  etiect.  But  the  clause 
now  proposed  went  to  destroy  confidence 
and  to  diiiuse  distrust.  If  it  was  expected 
from  what  had  been  said  the  other  night 
by  a  noble  lord,  it  was  intended  eventually 
to  allow  those  soldiers  who  had  enlisted 
for  a  term  of  years,  to  change  that  term 
ibr  life,  this  would  be  an  atrocious  breach 
of  faith ;  for  the  prohibition  which  now 
existed  was  the  protection  of  the  soldier, 
and  were  it  to  be. removed  he  would  be 
exposed  to  the  solicitations  and  ultimately 
to  the  vengeance  of  his  officers.  Afler 
arguing  at  considerable  length  on  these 
topics  he  concluded,  by  expressing  his 
hopes  that  the  house  would  rise  with  one 
common  feeling  of  indignation  against  the 
insidious  attempt,  which  was  made  without 
any  plausible  pretext  whatever,  to  destroy 
that  which  auer  deliberate  and  repeated 
dispussion  had  received  the  solemn  sanc- 
tion of  parliament. 

General  Tarlcton  said,  that  in  any  other 
countnr  he  should  think  the  principle  of 
limited  service  a  good  one ;  but  in  this 
country  he  thought  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  adopt  it,  on  account  of  the  extent  of  its 
colonies.  There  was  likewise  atiother 
point  of  view  in  which  he  considered  it  as 
very  objectionable,  namely,  the  necessity 
that  there  was  of  having  a  large  army  at 
all  times  in  readiness  to  oppose  those 
schemes  of  invasion  which  it  was  beyond 
a  doubt  Buonaparte  never  for  a  moment 
lost  sight  of,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  pre- 
sent war.  The  hon.  general,  however,  did 
not  confine  himself  to  the  question  imme- 
diately before  the  house,  but  availed  him- 
self of  the  latitude  of  debate  permitted  in 
a  committee,  to  take  a  general  view  of  the 
defence  of  the  country.  And  in  order  to 
establish  its  security  on  a  firm  basis,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  highly 
expedient  to  assemble  all  the  regulars, 
militia,  and  volunteers,  in  different  camps 
round  the  metropolis,  and  there  to  keep 
them  in  constant  exercise,  so  that  when 
the  hour  of  danger  came,  every  man  might 
know  his  place.  He  wished  also,  that 
a  part  of  the  artillery  should  be  thrown 
into  the  rear  of  the  army ;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  he  should  be  extremely  glad  if 
the  half  of  Woolwich  could  be  transferred 
to  Nottingham.  From  England  the  hon. 
and  gallant  general  passed  over  to  Ireland; 


and,  for  the  defetice  of  that  country,  he 
proposed,  that  four  different  corps-d'armee 
should  be  formed  and  stationed  at  Dublin, 
Athlone,  Mallow,  and  Brough.  From 
Ireland  he  passed  to  America,  and,  in  con- 
templating the  possibility  of  a  war  with 
that  country,  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
right  to  set  up  an  army  in  Canada,  From 
America  he  passed  to  the  East  Indies,  and 
recommended  the  precautions  necessary 
for  frustrating  the  projects  of  Buonaparte 
upon  our  possessions  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  Glancing  at  the  present  situation 
of  Sweden,  the  hon.  general  pronounced  it 
to  be  his  opinion,  that  no  British  troops 
should  be  sent  to  the  aid  of  our  ally ;  but 
that  he  should  be  supported  by  large  pe- 
cuniary succours,  and  by  the  German 
legion,  the  casualties  of  which  would  be 
more  easily  supplied  abroad  than  in  this 
country,  as  it  consisted  entirely  of  foreign- 
ers. The  rest  of  the  army  ought  tQ  be 
concentrated  in  En&;land  and  Ireland ;  for^ 
in  one  or  other  of  these  countries,  the 
battle  must  be  fought,  and  thither,  we 
might  depend  upon  it,  all  the  force  which 
he  had  employed  upon  the  continent 
would  be  sent.  The  heart  and  entrance 
of  the  kingdom  ought  therefore  to  be 
guarded  with  the  utmost  vigilance.  When. 
Buonaparte  invaded  our  shores  with  his 
numerous  and  formidable  legions,  would 
it  be  sufficient  to  oppose  to  him  Mag^a 
Charta,  our  constitution,  or  a  friendly  and 
conciliating  opposition*?  It  would,  per- 
haps, be  objected  to  him,  that  military  men 
were  fond  of  war ;  but  the  hon.  general 
assured  the  committee,  that  this  was  by  no 
means  the  case ;  at  least  he,  individually, 
was  not  fond  of  war,  though  tie  had  fought 
and  bled,  and  w^as  ready  to  die  in  defence 
of  his  country.  On  these  grounds  the  hon. 
and  gallant  general  save  his  decided  sup- 
port to  the  clause  of  his  noble  friend,  em- 
powering recruiting  for  life. 

The  Secretary  at  War  was  not  sorry  for 
giving  precedence  to  the  gal)ant  general*. 
The  sentiments  that  fell  from  him  were 
just  and  correct,  and  he  fiiUy  concurred  in 
then^.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  follow 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham) 
through  the  long  speech  delivered  by  him, 
which  was  as  usual  characterized  by  bril- 
liancy and  eloquence.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  dwelt  at  considerable  length  .on 
the  shortness  of  the  notice  given,  and  on 
the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted;  but 
when  it  was  considered  that  this  subject 
had  been  frequently  before  debated,  and 
had  excited  much  of  the  public  attention. 
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he  trusted  the  house  would  feel  that  the 
notice  given,  which  wafi  upwaids  of  a 
week,  would  be  deemed  reasonable.  The 
principle  of  the  amendment  was  to  remedy 
a  Yeiy  serious  inconvenience,  which  would 
arise  from  the  army  being  deprived  of  a 
great  number  of  men,  who,  had  they  the 
option  proposed,  would  continue  in  it.  He 
contended,  that  this  would  remedy  the 
evil  to  be  apprehended  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, which  would  materially  sufSer  with- 
out its  adoption. — A  division  then  took 
place,  when  there  appeared  for  the  clause 
proposed  by  lord  Castldreagh  169 ;  against 
it' 100;  majority  69. 


ibOUSB  OF  commons: 

Wednesday,  March  9* 

[Exchequer  Bills.]  The  house  went 
*  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  Chxmcellar  qfthe  Exchequer,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  notice  he  had  given  on  a 
former  day,  was  about  to  propose  to  the 
house,  to  ^nd  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Exchequer  Bi)ls  now  outstanding.  The 
object  he  had  in  view,  was  to  ^d  four 
millions  of  these  exchequer  Bills ;  and  as 
the  five  per  cent,  stock  was  that  with  re- 
spect to  which  the  contractors  for  loans 
made  most  difficulty,  being  desirous,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  exclude  it  from  their 
bargains,  and  to  make  their  biddings  as 
much  as  possible  in  the  three  per  cents,  he 
thought  a  considerable  facility  and  advan- 
tage towards  the  negotiation  of  the  ensu- 
ing loan  would  be  gained,  if  it  could  be 
so  arranged  as  that  these  4,000,000  /.  of 
exchequer  bills  should,  as  &r  as  possible, 
be  funded  in  five  per  cents.  This  would 
take  off  from  the  Igan  the  weight  of  live 
per  cent,  stock,  which  was  considered  by 
the  subscribers  as  a  dead  weight  on  the 
three  per  cents,  and  of  course  rendered 
the  biddings  less  favourable  than  they 
would  otherwise  be-  The  loan  would  not 
be  contracted  for  before  Easter,  and  of 
course  the  sinking  fund  on  this  part  would 
be  free  till  that  time.  This  arrangement 
would  afford  4,000,000  /.  towards  the  sup- 
ply, and  would  so  far  reduce  the  loan  for 
die  year.  Though  all  the  supplies  for  the 
year  were  not  yet  voted,  and  of  course  it 
was  not  possible  exactly  to  determine  the 
amount  that  would  be  wanted ;  yet  there 
was  reason  to  think,  that  the  amount  of 
loan  of  exchequer  bills,  out  of  the  market, 
would  not  be  more  than  8,000,000/.  for 
England.    This  sum  being  .considerably 


under  what  the  sinking  fund  for  the  year 
would  be  able  to  discharge,  it  was  reason- 
able to  conclude,  that  the  loan  may  be 
negociated  under  terms  of  extraordinary 
advantage,  particularly  when  the  present 
arrangement  should  be  disconnected  from 
the  loan,  and  brought  into  the  market  at 
separate  times.  Tne  facility  which  he 
hoped  would  be  given  by  taking  the  five 
per  cents,  out  of  the  loan,  would  also  be  a 
mutual  advantage.  He  proposed  to  give 
an  o)>tion  to  tne  holders  of  exchequer 
bills,  to  subscribe  them  either  wholly  in 
five  per  cents,  or  partly  in  five  and  partly 
in  four  per '  cents.  As  the  advantage  to 
the  public  from  a  subscription  in  five  per 
cents,  was  so  such  greater,  he  proposed  to 
allow  an  exchange  of  105/.  five  per  cents, 
for  every  100/.  exchequer  bills,  the  in- 
terest to  commence  from  the  5th  of  Jan. 
If  the  subscription  shbuld  be  made  jointly 
in  five  and  rour  per  .cents,  the  rate  he 
proposed  was,  50/.  of  the  latter,  and  65/. 
4*.  of  the  former:  the  interest  to  com- 
mence on  the  5th  of  April.  If  the  whole 
4,000,000/.  should  be  funded  in  fiv6  per 
cents,  the  cat)ital  to  be  provided  for  would 
be  4,200,000/.  If  the  funding  should 
take  placed  in  mixed  stock  in  the  pn^or- 
tiops  he  stated,  the  amount  of  capital  would 
be  in  five  per  cents.  152,559/.;  in  four  per 
cents.  100,000/.;  making  together  253,159/. 
He  then  made  a  statement  of  the  charges 
of  management  and  sinking  fund,  accord- 
ing to  both  arrangements.  In  a  compari- 
son of  the  relative  advantage  of  the  terms 
with  an  investment  in  the  three  per  cents, 
he  allowied  that  a  fiill  of  something  about 
one  per  cent,  had  taken  place  in  the  five 
per  cents,  in  consequence  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  intention  to  make  this  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  of  that  stock.  But  a 
proportionate  fall  would  take  place  iii  the 
three  per  cents,  if  it  were  fixed  that  that 
stock  should  be  the  medium  of  the  fund- 
ing, and  the  capital  to  be  provided  for  in 
that  stock,  according  to  a  calculation  on 
the  most  accurate  principles;  would  be 
4,253,657/.  He  then  moved,  that  for  every 
100/.  exchequer  bills,  funded  on  the  18th 
of  March,  there  be  allowed  a  capital  stock 
of  105/.  five  per  cents,  bearing  mterest. 
from  the  1st  of  Jan. ;  or  a  joint  stock  of 
63/.  45.  five  per  cents,  and  50/.  four  per 
cents,  bearing  interest  from  the  5  th  of 
April  next. 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to ;  and  also  another,  limiting 
the  amount  of  exchequer  bills  to  be  thus 
funded  to  4,000,000/. 
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[CONIHICT    i39    MaIQVIS   WfiLLSSLBT— 

OtfDE  Chakge.]  The  aider  of  the  ^y 
being  read  for  resuaung  the  adjeamed 
debate  on  tbe  Onde  Charae, 

Lard  FoUoB§tmt  rooe,  and  bem  by  ilal* 
ing  Bome  alteralion  in  Us  &eK>lirtion8. 
He  then  obsenred,  by  way  of  preliaiinary 
observations,  on  the  coo^laiiit  made  by 
marquis  Wellesley's  friends  of  the  delay 
in  fannging  forward  this  question.  For 
his  own  part,  he  had  used  as  noch  haste 
as  was  consistent  with  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  the  time  indispensably 
necessary  to  read  and  matorely  cimsider 
the  Toluminous  documents  produced,  and 
printed  on  the  subject.  He  adso  disclaimed 
any  attempts  to  prejudice  the  public  mind 
against  manpns  WeUesley  by  means  aS 
the  press;  h\A  he  doubted  extremely 
whether  the  friends  oC  the  noble  marquis 
could  say  as  much.  He  had  seen  but  three 
pamphlets  on  the  sidijeGt,  only  one  of 
which  appeared  in  any  degree  hostile  to 
the  noble  marquis;  and  the  other  two 
were  written  to  bias  the  public  mind  in 
his  favour,  and  were  disUibifted  gratis,  not 
only  to  the  members  of  that  house,  but  in 
like  manner  through  all  the  principal  ta- 
Yems  and  coffee  houses  in  London.  £ven 
some  of  the  Resolutions  which  he  himself 
had  first  cilered  to  the  house,  had  been 
published  in  the  Papers  with  Alterations 
and  Comments;  and  ^is  publication  he 
could  with  certainty  trace  to  the  friends 
of  the  noble  marquis,  from  the  circum- 
stance, that  th^  were  precisely  in  the 
form  in  which  he  had  transmitted  these 
fieaokrtimis  to  them,  but  in  which  he  had 
subsequently  made  some  verbal  altera* 
tions.  He  did  not  complain  of  this; 
he  lefi  the  himse  and  the  country  to  judge 
of  the  fidniess  and  decency  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, and  of  the-  strength  of  the  cause 
which  required  such  assistance;  but  h^ 
did  say,  dbat  those,  who  held  such  a  con- 
duct themselves^  should  have  been  the 
very  last  to  cry  oat  at  any  attempts  to 
prejudice  tiie  peibUc  mind. — All  attempts, 
however,  of  the  sort  he  utterly  disclaimed 
£»r  his  part ;  and  he  equally  denied  the 
knowledge  of  any  such  by  any  other  per- 
son, ^^mvisg  premised  tlUs  much,^  the 
aobie  lord  proceeded  to  his  Charges  agMnst 
the  aoble  marquis,  to  which  he  entreated 
the  serious  attention  of  the  house.  If  he 
diould  not  be  able  to  establish  this  case, 
no  man  would  more  sincerely  regret  than 
himseif  that  he  had  ever  trespassed  upon 
the  time  of  the  house  ;  but  shbdld  be  be 
able  to  sustain  his  case^  he  trusted  the 
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house  would  give  to  it  the  gravest  consi- 
deration, and  adopt  those  measures  which 
a  sense  of  pnblic  justice  and  national  bo- 
nooraiiould  dictate,  unbiassed  by  feelings 
of  favour  or  prejudice,  llie  noble  loid 
then  proceeded  to  recapitulate  the  cir- 
cumstances, under  which  the  interference 
of  marquis  WeUesley  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
reigning  Nabob  of  Oode  originated ;  which 
inlarference  terminaled  in  the  violation  of 
a  solemn  treaty  between  the  East  India 
Company  and  the  Nabob,  and,  by  depriv- 
ing that  prince  of  all  authorUy  whatever 
and  controul  within  his  own  dominions, 
left  him  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  East 
India  Company.  In  this  case,  the  house 
were  callea  on  to  judge  between  the  noble 
marquis  and  die  nabob ;  but  he  beeged 
the  house  to  recollect,  Uiat,  in  truth,  mre 
was  only  one  party  before  them.  The 
marquis  WelleiSey  nad  every  adrantage. 
The  case  was  to  be  tried  on  his.  own 
grounds :  the  only  docmnents,  bis  own  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  He  was  before 
Uie  house,  if  not  in  person,  at  least  repre- 
jsented  by  fHends  and  relations,  persons 
bound  to  him  by  ties  of  blood,  by  friend- 
ship, by  services,  by  obligations.  The 
nabob,  on  the  other  hand^  bad  no  rgpre- 
sentetive  but  such  as  the  justice  of  his 
caose  and  the  cruelty  of  the  oppression  he 
had  suffered  had  called  fortb.  He  had  no 
means  of  telling  his  story ;  nd  opportunity 
of  producing  his  proofs.  The  house  ought 
to  look  Willi  a  partial  and  indulgent  eye  t9 
his  case.  However,  as  the  advocate  of 
^o  nabob,  he  asked  for  nothing  but  jus- 
tice ;  sheer  naked  justice — justice  founded 
Gti  the  lacts  as  lord  Welle^y  had  himself 
related  them  f  and  he  was  sure  tfiat,  if  the 
house  would  but  ^ve  a  fair  hearing  to  the 
case,  these  fieu:ts  thus  detailed  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  the  house  to  mark,  wilh 
the  severest  reprobation,  the  conduct  of 
the  noble  marquis:  he  hoped,  too,  to 
aflford  some  relief  and  mitigation  to  the 
unfortunate  nabob.-^Lord  Folkestone  then 
proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  treatment 
which  the  nabob  bad  experienced  from 
the  hands  of  lord  Wellesley,  as  detailed  in 
tbe  papers  on  the  table  of  the  house ;  and, 
taking  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  his 
Resolutions^  to  make  good  the  grounds  on 
whicb  they  were  founded. — In  1798,  the 
nabob  ascended  the  musnud  of  tbe  pro- 
vince of  Oude,  and  on  that  occasion  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  with  tbe  East  India 
Company  ;  which,  being  the  last  compact 

I"  between  Ac  two  powers,  must  be  con- 
Mdered  as  th^  rale  of  their  future  connec* 
3  S 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


995]      PAUL.  DEBATES,  Mabcb  9«  lSOB.-^anduct  ^Matqm  Welksky^      [99^ 

country.— Jt  certamlv  was  no  leas  the  in- 
terest of  the  naheb— it  was  his  wish  to<H— 
we  hare  frequent  expressions  of  that  wish  ; 
aye,  and  actions  too  in  conformity  there- 
with* notwithstanding  all  the  accuaationa 
of  lord  Wdlesley  to  the  contrary. — ^Ac- 
cording then,  to  this  evident  interest  of  the 
two  contracting  parties,  an  article  was  in- 
serted in  the  treaty  of  1798,  that  snch  a 
reform  should  he  set  about,  and  that  the 
nabob  shimild  advise  with  the  Bengal  go- 
vernment on  the  occasion.  The  naTOb, 
on  his  part,  faithfully  acted  according  to 
this  8tipulation.^*Numeroos  are  the  pas« 
sages  in  the  papers  to  which  I  could  refer 
for  proof  of  this  assertion.— I  will,  how- 
ever, only  detain  the  bouse  with  one.  It 
is  a  passage  in  one  of  Col.  Scott's  letters ; 
**  the  assertion  made  by  his  excellency  of 
its  being  his  desire  ;to  dismiss  or  get  rid 
of  his  present  troops  by  degrees  is,  I  be- 
lieve, strictly  true;  tuid  consistent  with 
that,  intention,  he  long  ago  prohibited  the 
filling  up  of  vacancies ;  so  that  the  battal- 
lions  called  regular,  excepting  those  under 
Almas,  are  not  mdre  than  half  their  com- 
plement of  men.''  And  the  house  must 
not  suppose  that  this  exception  of  the 
troops  of  Almas  was  any  contravention  jto 
t«  Is  agreement ;  they  are  the  troops  which 
sir  J.  Craig  on  his  evidence  states  be  could 
alone  depend  upon  in  the  hour  of  danger ; 
and  the  avowed  disposition  of  their  leader 
to  appear  independent  of  the  nabob,  and 
to  look  to  the  protection  of.  the  British, 
preclude  the  possibility  of  any  fiavour  hav* 
mg  been  shewn  to  him  from  in^roper 
motives.— Equally  punctual  was  the  nabob 
in  fulfilling  the  other  stipulations  of  the 
treaty.  Ine  subsidy  was  paid  regularly 
to  the  day.  This  is  over  and  over  again 
acknowledged  by  lord  W. ;  and  we  have 
col.  Soott's  own  testimony,  that  ''  the 
nabob  was  determined  in  all  things  to  ful- 
fil, with  minute  regularity,  his  peoiliar  en- 
gagements with  the  Company.  So  much 
for  the  nabob ;  now  for  the  Bengal  govern- 
ment ;  four  months  had  scarcely  elapsed, 
from  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  1798» 
when  lord  W.  arrived  in  bidia ;  aiid  he 
forthwith  forms  a  plan  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  provisions  or  it,  '<  for  the  total  reduc- 
tion of  the  troops  of  the  nabob.''  Other 
affairs,  however,  of  importance  prevent  his 
lordship  from  proceeding  immediately  in 
the  business ;  and  it  was  above  a  twelve- 
month before  any  scheme  of  the  sort  was 
brought  to  maturity.  At  that  period, 
however,  having  overthrown  the  power  of 
Tippoo,  he  began  to  take  steps  for  the 


tion.  '  It  wtt  a  gross  disgracefol  breach  of 
that  treaty  with  which  lord  Wellesley  was 
charged— -a  breach  unaccmnpanied  by 
any  circumstances  of  excuse  or  palliation, 
inasnnich  as  the  other  party,  the  nabob, 
on  his  side  ever  showed  himself  a  scmpu- 
lous  and  attentive  observer  of  all  the  provi- 
sions of  it— The  treaty  of  1798  provided, 
that  the  entire  defence  of  the  territories  of 
OQ<le,  as  well  against  internal,  as  aeainst 
external  enemies,  was  to  rest  with  the 
Company,  in  return  for  which  the  nabob 
was  to  pay,  by  monthly  instalments,  an 
annual  subsidy  of  76  lacks  of  rupees,  or 
912,000/.  sterling;  that  for  this  purpose 
of  defence  the  Company  should  constantly 
retain  in  Oude  a  force  of  from  10  to 
19,000  men  ;  and  that  if  at  any  time  the 
defence  of  Oude  required  the  presence  of 
more  than  13,000  men,  the  nabob  should 
defray  t^e  expence  of  the  difierence. — 
By  this  treaty  it  was  further  stipulated, 
that  if  at  any  time  the  monthly  instal- 
ments of  the  subsidy  should  fall  m  arrear, 
the  Company  should  then  require  security 
for  the  future  regular  payment  of  the 
same. — ^All  political  power,  and  even  all 
communication  with  other  states,  was  taken 
from  the  nabob ;  but  full  authority  over 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  country,.  "  ever 
his  household  afi&irs,  hereditary  dominions, 
his  troops,  and  his  subjects,'  was  left  to 
him  by  the  express  words  of  the  treaty. — 
The  house  should  observe  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  nabob  mounted 
the  musnud.    By  the  interference  of  the 
Company  in  behalf  of  his  hereditary  right, 
liis  predecessor,  an  acknowledged  usurper, 
was  removed«*-But  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  this 'man,  probably  conscious  of  the 
weakness  of  his  title  and  the  instability  of 
his  tenure,  had  endeavoured  to  acquire 
the  affections  of  the  troops  by  unbounded 
largesses,-  so  that,  when  the  change  took 
.  place,  the  new  nabob  found  them  discon- 
teuted  at  the  change  and  disaffected  to 
his  person. — A^ain,  the  two  preceding 
.  reigns  had  been  signalized  by  great  profu- 
sion and  expence  ;  the  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  neglected,  its  finances  dila- 
pidated, agriculture  neglected,  the  trea- 
sury emptied,  and  the  most  burthensome 
taxes  imposed  on  tlie  people. — Under 
these  chrcumstances,  considering  the  close 
connection  subsisting  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  Sovereigns  of  Oude,  it  was 
manifestly  desirable  to  the  former  that  a 
new  and  amended  system  of  policy  should 
be  adopted;  and  a  reform  established  in 
the  civil  and  military  arrangement  of  the 
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porfikdse  of  potting  into  execution  his  pro- 
ject in  Oude.  With  this  view  he  oraers 
troops  to  march  into  the  coiintr^.»~The 
professed  object  of  their  introduction,  was 
oeience  against  the  threatened  inyasion  of 
Zemaon  ^ah ;  but  the  real  reason  being  so 
to  overburthen  the  treasury  of  the  nabob, 
as  to  compel  him  to  disband  his  own  forces; 
for  the  house  will  recollect,  that  those  ad- 
ditional troops  were  to  be  paid  by  him. 
There  was,  however,  another  convenient 
motive  with  lord  W. ';  the  relief  of  the  Com- 
pany's finances.  In  vain  did  the  nabob 
remonstrate  against  this  measure.;  in  vain 
did  he  plead  4:he  provisioft$  of  the  treaty. 
Lord  W.  argued,  that  he  was  bound  to 
defend  him ;  and  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  do  so,  unless  he  maintained,  in 
his  dominions  at  all  times,  forces  sufficient 
to  contend  against  the  most  distant  and 
improbable  contingencies.  The  house 
doubtless  will  be  astonished  at  such  an  ar- 
gument being  gravely  stated  and  seriously 
urged ;  yet  so  it  is,  and  on  no  better 
foundation  were  troops  poured  in  upon 
the  unfortunate  nabob,  till  he  was  actually 
compelled,  in  order  to  find  money  for  the 
payment  of  them,  to  disband  his  own 
troops.  This  resolution  being  once  adopt- 
ed, the  work  was  proceeded  in  with  dili- 
gence. No  proposals  of  Scott's  were  ob- 
jected to ;  the  nabob  patiently  acquiesced 
in  every  suggestion,  and  things  went  on 
under  his  sole  direction.  One  should 
therefore  have  hoped  that  the  Bengal  go- 
vernment would  now  at  length  have  been 
satisfied,  the  means  of  security,  which 
they  wished  for,  were  obtained,  the  inter- 
ference, which  they  thought  necessary, 
was  accomplished ;  their  troop  were  in 
pofisessioD^f  the  couirtry,  and  the  nabob's 
power  and  person  at  their  mercy.  Not 
so,  however,  could  lord  W.  be  satisfied.— 
The  country  was  exhausted,  and  there 
was  danger  that,  at  some  time,  the  subsidy 
would  not  be  regularly  paid.  Harrassed 
by  renewed  and  increasing  applications, 
the  nabob  at  length  expressed  apprehen- 
sions to  tUs  eroct;  he  in  truth  accom- 
panoed  It  by  assurances  of  his  best  endea- 
vours to  vemedby  the  danger,  and  an  offer 
to  lay  open  the  state  of  his  afiairs  to  col. 
Scott,  and  to  consult  with  him  how  to 


pitiviie  the  necessary  fimds.  Overlooking 
this  fiur  ofifer,  lord  W-  could  see  nothmg 
but  the  danger,  which  he  immediately 
proiioonced  to  be  imminent  and  alarmmg, 
and  such  as  to  be  romoved  by  nothing  but 
a  cession  of  territory,  the  annual  revenue 


the  subsidy.    Indeed,  another  proposition 
of  a  still  more  extensive  nature  was  pressed 
over  and  over  again :  ''  the  transfer  to  the 
Company  of  the  exclusive  management  of 
the  civil  and  military  ^vemment  of  the 
country''  was  asked  for;  bat,  notwith- 
standing all  his  efibrts  to  obtain  this  /va- 
scnable  request,  lord  W.  was  disappointed. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  detain  the  house 
by  a  narration   of  all   the   negociations 
which  arose  upon  these  demands ;  suffice  it 
to  say,  that  aner  a  very  protracted  negocia- 
tion,  in  which,  on  the  one  side,  is  displayed 
all  the  arts  of  chicanary,  accompanied 
with  threats  the  most  undisguised,  and  lan- 
guage of  reproach  and  reviling  the  most 
contemptuous  and  unmerited,  while  on  the 
other,  patient  forbearing,  and  earnest  sup- 
plication were  alone  manifosted,  the  un* 
happy  nabob  was  compelled  to  yield  to  the 
Company  a  portion  of  territory  of  the  al- 
ledged  annual  income  of  one  crore  and  S5 
lacks  of  rupees,  or  1,620,000/.  in  perpetual 
sovereignty,  and  to  deprive  himself  even  of 
all  efficient  government  over  the  remain^ 
der.     This  lorced  cession  was  finally  set- 
tled by  the  treaty,  as  it  is  called,  signed  at 
Lucknow  in  1 802.     "  I  do  not  wish,"  said 
the  noble  lord^  "  to  detain  the  house,  but  I 
must  offer  a  few  observations  on  these  pro- 
ceedings :  1.  The  house  will  observe,  that 
by  the  treaty  of  1790,  the  Company  were 
bound  to  maintain,  at  all  times,  in  C)ude,  a 
certain  number  of  troops  ;  and,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  supply  a  larger  number  for 
its  defence :  That  tne  constant  stationary 
number  was  to  be  paid  for  by  a  fixed 
subsidy,  and  the  increase  by  a  propor- 
tionate increase  of  payment.    Now  it  will 
appear  evident,  I  thinx,  that  there  could  be 
no  right  to  pour  into  Oude,  and  to  burthen 
the  nabob  with  an  increased  number,  un- 
less a  real,  bond  fide,  danger  existed.  Any 
such  danger  was  so  far  firom  existing  at 
the  time  when  lord  W.  poured  his  forces 
into  the  country,  that  an  attack  of  a  pre- 
tended Golaum  Hadier  was  made  the  pre- 
text for  the  introduction  of  troops ;  and 
was  persevered  in  even  after  his  defeat  and 
deatn  had  removed  the  possibility  (proba- 
bility there  never  was)  of  any  danger  aris- 
ing irom  his  arms.    And,  indeed,  lord  W.'s 
justification  of  this  increase  of  troops  in 
Oude  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  injustice  of 
it.    *'  It  is  impossible,  says  he, ''  to  diefend 
the  country,  (which  I  am  bound  to  do,) 
without  maintaining,  at  ail  times  in  it,  a 
force  sufficient  to  resist  remote  and  con- 
tingent danger."    A  more  preposterous 


of  which  shottld  e^pud  the  full  amount  of  I  doctrine  was  sorely  never  maintained.  And 
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let  us  see  how  he  hiinsellefterwtrdi  ecteA 
tipon  it.  By  the  lerritorial  cetmion  be  eb« 
t«bed  revenues  suficient  to  provide  pay 
ibr  troope  kept  up  to  the  number  so  re- 
quired ;  did  he  then  iieep  them^up  to  that 
'  Extent  ?  No ;  not  only  did  he  never  send 
that  number  represented  bv  hira  as  abso* 
lutely  necessary  for  the  deronce  of  Oude ; 
but  on  one  occasion,  when  the  nabob  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that,  at  leaft  in  return  for 
the  sacrifices  he  was  about  to  mate,  he 
might  have  the  security  of  such  a  defence, 
k>ra  W.  not  only  resists  this  demand  as 
an  injurious  suspicion  of  the  means  of  the 
Company,  but  enters  into  a  loi^  argunient 
tfi  prove  that  he  had  no  right  to  expect 
such  protection.  2.  The  houee  vrill  ob- 
serve that,  by  the  treaty  of  1798,  the  East 
India  Company  were  fusly  entitled  to  de- 
mand secuvity  for  the  future  regular  pay- 
ment of  the,  subsidy,  when  ah:«^y  Mka^ 
into  arrear*  The  territorial  ceiMion  was 
demanded  as  such  security,  but  no  arreava 
having  been  incurred,  tbe  demand  was, 
by  the  tertt)^  of  the  treaty,  premature  and 
unjust.  3.  }i  must  be  observed,  that  the 
demand  of  territorial  cession,  to  the  extent 
of  one  crore  and  S6  lacks,  or  l,&S0,O0Oi. 
was  calculated  on  the  concurrence  o#  va- 
rious contingencies ;  the  necessity  of  the 
presence  of  troops  to  quell  the  disturhnnces 
supposed  likely  to  arise  from  the  bad  police 
of  the  ceded  provinces ;  and  to  resist  the 
invasion  of  Zemfiun  Shah  ;  but  demands 
were  at  the  same  time  urged,  which  pre- 
cluded altogether  the  necessity  of  tiiese 
payments ;  in  the  first  placo  by  the  treaty 
of  1802,  the  company  reservied  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  superintending  the 
police  of  the  nahob'a  remaining  territo- 
ries; and  at  the*  time  of  the  si^^ureef 
the  treaty,  not  only  was.  there  no  peospect 
of  invasion  by  the  Shaih,  bol  all  fiiture 
danger  of  the  kind  was  removed  by' his 
death,  and  the  dismettibecmenA  of  his  do- 
minions. 4«  It  is  to  \mr.  observed^  that  the 
value  of  the  ceded  pcoirineea  was  lakes  at 
a  reduced  and.  low  mte;  that  they*  im«te>* 
diately  rose  ite  vahie,  sndt  heire  segulacly 
been  returned  as  preductng  mere'thaa  tfao 
revenue  at  which  Uiey  were  estimated;  so 
that  on  their  own  shewing^  the  Bengal  gON 
veiaiment  have  extorted  more  wa^  on 
their  own  principle,  they  had.  an^  sidUi  to 
demand.  5.  ItsfaouUbnotbeomitted'that, 
during  the  whole  of  liw  negotraltioiia  fe- 
corded  in  iAit  Oude  Papers^  not  onhr  the 
utmost  hauteur  was  constantly  empfoysd 
towards  the  nabob,  but,  at  various  times, 
dnnands  of  the  .most  uiii^iat^aideaBBKbitant 


nature  were  made  oa  him ;  at  one  time  the 
expeacea  of  an  embassy  to  Peiam;  at 
mother,  demands  for  payment  of  troopv ; 
the  data  on  which  such  demands  were 
made,  being  avowedly  lake ;  the  dif^^ 
forent  corps  being  cajeulated  as  compiete^ 
though  they  were  acknowledged  not  to  be 
so ;  and  the  presence  of  the  corps  them-' 
selvttbemg  extremely  doubtful*  0.  There 
is  another  proceeding  whicbmakes  a  great 
figure  in  these  papers,  but  which,  as  it 
does  not  finally  afiect  the  termiaatien  of 
the  business^  I  have  not  insisted  on.*— i 
mean  the^negotiatica  mt  on  foot  in  c<m- 
sequence  of  a  proposal  of  the  nabob  to  ib» 
dicafte ;  of  which  I  shall  only  say,  that 
the  conduct  of  lord  W.  on  that  occasion, 
seems  te  me  altooether  such  as  would  have 
justified  any  jeaunisy  of  his  interference, 
aad  suspicions  ef  his  motives,  which  the 
nabob  might  subseouently  appear  to  have 
entertain^/'  -^  After  urging  ail  these 
points  at  considerable  length,  lord  Felbe- 
Mae  concluded  by  exhorting  the  house  to 
banbh  irom  their  mimla  aU  foeMn^  of 
afiection  and  partiality,  and  do  justice  be« 
tweeift  the  parties  Whoever  they  might  be ; 
and  moved  the  First  of  the  following  12 
Beaoltttiona:  vs. 

I.  '*  That  it  appears  to  this  liouse, 
that  on  or  about  the  21st  of  Feb.  1798, 
the  nabob>  Soadut  iUi>  ascended  the  mn^ 
nud  el  the  province  of  Oude;  and  that  he 
then  entered  into  a  treaty  vrith  tiie  East 
India  Company,  whereby  it  was  agreed, 
that  die  said  Coomaay  shoold  defend  his 
t^Titory  against  ati  eaemiea  whatsoever, 
and  for  this  purpose  should  constaatty  Joeep 
up,  in  the^pmmace,  a  foeee  of  net  leaa  than 
10,600,.  Bar  more>  than  18,060 men;;  in 
return  for  whicb  ilslinaoey  the  amd  Oman 
pany  waa  to  reoeivefran  him  an.  aaaaal 
subsidy  of  7^  kiclBs  off  nqpeeii  pttl  by 
BMNBtlhlly  kistB,  («r  iaatalmenft^s  tliat  in 
case  fkm  defeaiee  off  ttocomitj  shaeldat 
aay  tiase  demand  a  gioater  nember  of  the 
Company'a  foroea  tSan  UjOOOs  aseiB^  the 
aabeb  should  defoayther  expracB-^  the 
diimaee;  that,,  in  cam  tbk  amutUijF 
kisSsfshcndd  foil  in  aiwiBv  the  nabob  should 
unieiilake  then  to:  giae.  seemrity  fos  the 
fiitaiet  paymaat  of  tlmsmne^;.  that  tbsLsaid 
nabobi  shoufldi  maintam  ceereipendeBBe 
ndth^  He  foflreigft.  stata^.  a&lam  witk  ^e 
knowkdge  andeonsent.ef  thc^Cmafmn^r 
but  tiiathe'wasittft  bet  allowed:  to  ^pesaen 
fai&  autbovitjfs  even  hia.  bBUsehaldi  ifii>iiBi 
h^sredieary  dominioM^hisitreap^  and  ins 
subjects. 

%*^i'  Thatifrappeapa  diat  thai  nsbob^s 
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forces  were  compfMed  ef  disorderfy  troeps, 
inaccctttomed  to  the  mles  of  good  ^ei* 
pline,  and  disalFeeted  to  his  person  ;->-4bat 
the  nabob  himself  was  extremely  desirous 
to  revoedy  the  defectfrof  their  constitiittoir, 
and  to  bring  them  iolo  good  order  ;--*that^ 
for  that  purpose^  he  made  freqeent  appli'- 
cations  to  the  government  of  BcoDgal, 
through  the  resident  at  Lucknowy  tor  ad- 
Tice  aad  aasistaaee  in  forwarding  this  ob«> 
ject,  and  in  de&alt  of  their  co-operatio»^ 
did  himself  adopt  sacb  roeasorfee  as  in  a  short 
time  redwG^  his  different  regular  battalions 
to  '  half  their  complement  of  men/  " 

3..^<«  That  it  appears  that  the  nabob 
was  sorupulously  punctual  and  regular  in 
the  dkcfaarge  ot  the  monthly  kists  (or  in* 
stalments)  of  the  subsidy ;  and  that « whilst 

*  he  was  determined  to  ftilfil  with  minute 
'  regukrity  the  peculiar  engagements  with 
^  the  company,  his  views  were  directed  to 
'  ^e  enjoyment  of  a  fM  authority  over 

*  his  hwnhold  afiairs,  hereditary  domi- 
'  nions,  and  subjects,  according  to  the  most 
'  strict  iitferpretation  of  die  clause  of  the 

*  17th  Article  of  the  Treaty  executed  at 
»Lucfcra>w.'" 

4«-*->'^  That  it  appears  that  notwithstand- 
ing this  good  disposition  of  the  nabob,  the 
marquis- Wellesley,  soon  after  his  arrtrai 
in  iBengal,  formed  a  plan  for  '  the  total  re* 
'  cbotien  of  the  troops  of  the  nabobs  with 

*  the  exception  of  such  part  as  might  be 
'  necessary  §m  the  purposes  of  state,  or 
'  the  coUeetion  of  reremie  ;*  and,  on  or 
about  the  5th  of  Not.  1799,  proceeded  to 
take  steps  for  putting  the  same  into  exe- 
cution ;'— tha^  for  that  express  purpose, 
he  ordered  troops  to  march  into  the  terri- 
tories erf  tise  nabob,  and  to  take  possession 
of  particufar  posts  in  the  same ;  and  that 
he  peesisted  in  this  measure,  though  it  was 
not  erea  imnnuaited  that  anv  danger  from 
foreign  iavasioikexisted  St  the  time;  and, 
thoo^  ^  the  liirte  defeat  of  the  pretend- 
'  ed  Gfaolanai^  Bbtdier  had  considerably 
'weakened  the  pretexts  which  his  as- 

*  sembled  Aumbeca  and  first  success  afford- 
'  tA^  m  opposition  to  the  remonsSrances 
and  wisfaea  vt  the  nabob,  and  in  direct 
nolatioB  of  the  spirit  and  stipaiatiens  of 
thatrtatj^'^ 

5i-«^That  it  appeal^  that  the  said 
€nMNpe  w«ve  so  mnecked  into  the  province 
of  ^dtft  mOm  the  beMef  that  the  funds 
ef  die  nabob  beii^  insufficient  to  defray 
tfairaddiiMaal:  charge,  he  would  be  there- 
by ouMifwBtd  to  disband  his  oi»«i  troops ; 
*«-4iiat  accovdinglVi  about  the  18th  of  Dec. 
1799,  l|ie  nabob  heaing  vainly  attempted 


by  intreaties  and  remonstrances  tir  pnveaR; 
the  measoffe^  did  at  length  give  a  reluctajat' 
consent  to  tkie  dismissal  of  hia  battalions ; 
and  on  the  90th  of  Feb.  1800i  issued  or- 
ders to  that  MiCt  ;-^that  from  that  time, 
so  far  from  creating  obstacles  or  thivwin^ 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  (^smissal, 
he  'readily  adopted  every  propositioaf 
made  by  the  resident  for  that  purpose;  sa 
that  by  the  month  of  Dec.  1800^  twenty*, 
three  regular  battalions  and  upwards  of 
l,20O  horsemen,  had  been  discharged/' 

6.—*''  That  it  appears^  that  on  or  about ' 
the  22nd  of  Jan.  1801,  the  marquis  Wel*- 
lesley  proposed  to  *  interfere  more  active- 
^  ly  and  decidedly  ht  the  affairs  of  the 
'  provinoe  of  Onde  ;*  and  that  he  accord- 
ingly directed  the  British  resident  at 
Lwknow,  to  offer  to  the  nabob  two  pre- 
positions, either,  first,  '  to  transfer  to  the 

*  company  the  exclusive  management  of 
'  the  civil  and  mlitarv  government  of  the 
'  country  f'—^jr,  2ndlv,  '  to  cede  to  the 
'  company  hi  perpetuaik  sovereignty,  suck 

*  a  portion  of  territory  as  should  be  M\j 
'  adequate,  in  its  impoverirti^  condition, 

*  to  defray  the  amount  of  the  subsidy 
'  to  the  nill  extent  of  tke  augmented 
'  force.' '' 

7. — *'  That  it  appears,  that  the  nabob 
positively  and  repeatedly  rejected  both 
these  proposals ;  but  that  be  was  finally 
compelled,  by  threats  and  menances,  to 
yield  a  portion  of  territory  of  the  alledged 
annual  income  of  one  ccore  and  35  lacks 
of  rupees,  in  the  terms  of  the  second  pro* 
position ;  and  furthermore,  to  bind  him- 
self to  establish  in  his  remaining  domi- 
nions>  a  system  of  police  under  the  advice 
and  cantrottlof  the  company's  officers, 
and  in  all  afi^urs  to  submit  to  the  opinion 
of  the  British  resident." 

8. — "  That  it  appears,  that  the  demand 
of  a  territorial  cession  was  made  under 
the  pretence  of  obtaining  security  for  the 
regidar  payment  of  the  subsidy;  but  that 
the  nabob  Saadut  A!i  was  always  pwictual, 
not  only  in  discharging  the  monthly  kist^ 
but  also  in  satisfying  the  further  demands 
made  upon  him  on  account  of  the  addi- 
tional troops,  ao^  incessant  in  his  applica- 
tions to  the  British  resident  for  advice  and 
assistance  in  providing  permanent  lands 
lor  the  payment  of  the  same ;  and  that 
ther^re  the  said  demand  of  territorial 
cession  Was  ai^nst,  and  in  direct,  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty." 

9.-^''  That  it  appears  that,  pending^  the 
negotiations  respecting  the  terrifohat  ces- 
sion, demands  were  ui^fed  upon  the  nabob 
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^r  arrears  df  pajrment  of  troops^  unjiuti- 
fiable  in  their  principle,  and  exorbitant  in 
their  amount,  calculated  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  '  inclnding  eyery  hxed  and  con*- 

*  tingent  expence  m  buildings,  camp  equi- 

*  page,  &c. ;'  ftnd  '  on  the  supposition 
'  that  the  corps  were  complete  y  though 
it  was  confessed  that  the^  were  not  so,  aAd 
claimed  upon  grounds  inconsistent  with 
the  true  spirit  of  the  treaty/' 

10. — **  That  it  appears,  that  the  demand 
of  territory  in  perpetual  sovereignty,  to 
the  amount  of  one  crore  and  35  lacks  of 
rupees  of  annual  rev^^nue,  was  exorbitant 
and  unjust,  inasmuch  as  it  was  perpetual 
possession  in  annual  income  to  the  full 
amount  of  a  temporary  and  occasional  de- 
mand ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  said  tempo- 
rary and  occasional  demand  was  in  part 
calculated  on  the  supposition  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  presence  of  troops— -ist,  to 
overawe  the  licentious  disposition  of  the 
nabob's  battalions,  and  to  repress  the  dis- 
orders arising^  from  the  bad  police  of  his 
reserved  doihmions ;  which  necessity  was 
howeyer  removed  by  the  very  treaty  it- 
self, whereby  the  nabob  was  bound  to 
disband  ail  his  troops  not  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  state,  and  of  collection 
of  revenue,  and  to  establish  in  his  re- 
served dominions  a  system  of  police,  un- 
der the  advice  and  controul  of  the  com- 
pany's officers ;  and,  2ndly,  to  defend  the 
province  of  Oude  against  the  dangers 
arisine  from  the  invasion  of  Zemaun  Shah, 
though  the  nabob  was  at  the  same  time 
called  upon  by  the  marquis  Wellesley,  to 
defray  a  '  proportion  of  the  expences  at- 
'  tending  the  embassy  into  Persia,'  which, 
had  been  employed  <  in  negociating  there 
an  arrangement  to  prevent  any  return  of 
'  the  same  danger.' '' 

1 1. — '^  That  it  appears  that  the  demand 
of  the  specific  temtory  of  the  alledged 
annual  revenue  of  one  crore  and  35  lacks 
of  rupees,  was  exorbitant  and  unjust ;  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  capable  of  immediate  in- 
crease, and  actually  did  yield,  in  the  3rear 
immediately  succeeding,  the  actual  re- 
venue of  one  crore  and  57  lacks  of  rupees ; 
and  the  settlement  thereof  for  the  3  next 
succeeding  years  was  at  the  average  annu- 
al amount  of  one  crore  and  80  lacks  of 
mpees,  independent  of  the  profit  derivable 
from  Uie  monopoly  of  salt,  estimated  at 
1 1  lacks ;  inasmuch  as  the  said  revenue 
was  regularly  and  progressively  increasing 
firom  year  to  year ;  and  inasmuch  as  Mr. 
Henrv  Wellesley,  the  governor  of  the 
ceded  provinces^  stated^  that  he  had  no 


donbt,  that  'the  settkmMit  of  the  land  re- 
'  venue  for  the  second  period  of  3  years 
'  would  not  be  less  than  2  crorea  of  rn- 
'  pees ;'  and  that  '  the  land  reveane  of 

*  these  provinces,  when  fully  cultivaled, 
'  would  amount  to  two  crores  and  50  lacks 

*  of  rupees/  " 

\a.—**  That  it  appears  from  the  whole 
of  Uie  transactions  related  in  the  Papers 
now  under  consideration,  and  from  the 
negotiations  carried  on  by  the  marquis 
Wellesley  with  the  nabob  Saadut  Ali,  in 
the  year  1798, 1709, 1800,  1801,  and  1802, 
that  the  said  marquis  Wellesley,  actuated 
by  unjustifiable  ambition  and  love  of  pow- 
er, had  formed  schemes  of  aggrandisement 
and  acquisition  of  territory,  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  establiiUied  policy  of  the 
East  India  company  ;^-that  he  pursued  this 
objeci  by  means  offensive,  and  with  a  qpi« 
rit  irritatine  to  the  nabob,  with  a  total 
disregard  of  the  recorded  opinions  of  lliis 
house;  and  the  provisions  of  two  several 
acts  of  pariiament ;  and  that  be  faally 
succeeded  in  wresting  from  this  unfortu- 
nate prince,  against  his  will,  a  large  portion 
of  his  territory,  and  in  depriving  him  of 
all  effective  government  over  the  remin- 
der ;  in  diroct  violation  of  every  princi^ 
pie  of  good  foith,  equity,  and  justice,  and 
in  open  breach  of  the  sacred  obligati<m 
of  a  solemn  treaty;  and  thai  he  has  Uiere- 
by  affixed  a  lasting  stigma  and  reproach 
on  the  British  name  and  character,  and 
contributed  to  destroy  all  confklence  in  the 
moderation,  justice,  and  sood  faith  of  the 
British  eovemment  in  India." 

The  nrst  Aesolution  having  been  read 
from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  WhiitM  KeeiK  rose  and  said : — 
Sir;  The  noble  lord  has  informed  the 
house,  that  the  Resolutions  he  has  moved, 
are  founded  on  the  information  he  has 
drawn  from  the  documents  which  have 
been  laid  before  it  to  illustrate  the  trans- 
actions that  took  place  in  the  province  of 
Oude»  during  the  administration  ai  lord 
Wellesley.  1  by  no  means  agree  that 
those  documents  bear  out  these  ^^lotions, 
on  the  contrary,  to  my  conviction  they 
justify  the  very  reverse.  But,  sir,  whst 
has  induced  me  at  this  moment  toobtmde 
myself  on  the  house,  is  a  persuasiim  that 
in  order  to  form  a  sound  opinion  on  this 
important  subject,  it  is  necessaiy  to  go 
much  deeper  into  it  than  the  noble  lord  ins 
thought  proper  todo.  I  apprehend  every 
gentleman  will  agree  tl»t  ascerteiniog 
what  has  been  the  real  rdation  between 
the  Britbh  natioa  through  its  represen- 
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tattve  the  India  Company  and  the  pro- 
viiikce  -of  Oude,  and  what  are  the  duties 
and  rights  respectively  belon^ng  to  it 
and  the  native  chie&,  with  whom  it  has 
been  iavolved,  since  it  was  forced  to 
emerge  into  a  territorial  from  being  a 
mercantile  concern,  ought  to  save  much 
time,  as  whatever  may  be  said  which  does 
not  apply  to  these  relations  may  be  very 
good  declamation,  but  is  not  argument. 
Appeals  to  its  humanity  and  justice  have 
always,  and  I  trust  ever  will  be  favoura- 
bly received,  but  when  those  appeals  are 
made,  it  becomes  the  sood  sense  of  this 
house  to  examine  careliilly  the  grounds, 
least  their  heads  should  be  the  cfupes  of 
their  hearts,  and  intending  humanity  and 
justice  should  produce  results  directly  op- 
posite. I  conceive  for  this  salutary  pur- 
pose it  is  necessary  to  tr^ce  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  British  connections  in 
India,  and  knowing  the  apathy  this  house, 
unfortunately  for  the  publick,  has  shewn- 
on  those  subjects,  I  shall  take  up  as  little 
of  its  time,  as  the  nature  of  that  investiga- 
tion will  admit.  As  anonymous,  and  un- 
acknowledged publications,  bold  assertions 
gratuitously  advanced  in  this  house  or  out 
of  this  housCi  can  have  noe^ctonits  good 
sense,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  opi- 
nions I  entertain  on  this  great  subject  are 
drawn  from  the  series  of  facts  recorded 
by  Mr.  Orme  in  his  history  of  the  wars 
sustained  by  the  British  company  and  na- 
tion in  Bengal  and  the  Carnatick,  and 
from  Mr.  Verelst's  account  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  British  company  in  Ben- 
gal. The  works  of  these  two  gentlemen 
having  been  before  the  public  50  yean,  and 
having  been  stamped  with  the  character 
of  truth  and  impartiality  b3r  a  ereat  majo* 
rity  of  the  principal  actors  in  those  scenes 
and  of  their  successors,  I  conceive,  will  be 
admitted  indisputable  authority;  it  is  to  be 
regretted^  that  with  their  means  and  ta- 
lents they  did  not  continue  their  labours 
to  a  later  period.  It  appears  from  their 
authorities  that  while  the  Mogul  go- 
vernment retained  its  vigour,  the  vassal 
chiefii  sty^led  nabobs,  were  appointed  only 
to  enforce  the  orders  firom  Delhi,  that 
the  places  called  fortresses  in  those  dis- 
tricts were  intrusted  to  killedars  or  go- 
vernors independent  of  the  nabob,  that 
the  collection  of  the  revenues  was  in  the 
hands  of  officers  called  dewans,  alike  in- 
dependent of  him,  that  his  emoluments 
arose  from  a  jaghire  or  assignment  in  some 
other  district  with  which  he  had  no  other 
connection,  and  that  it  had  been  the  con- 


stant policy  of  the  mogul,  to  remove  na- 
bobs so  frequently,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  acquiring  hold  in  their  districts,  that 
Mr.  Orme  telU  us,  one  of  them  going  from 
Delhi,  rode  with   his  face  towards   the 
horse's  tail,  saying  he  looked  out  for  his 
successor.     On  the  decline  of  the  Mogul 
empire  firom  the  contests  amongst  the  sue- 
.cessors  of  Aurengzebe,  and  after  its  being 
completely  broke  down  b^r  th^  invasion 
of  Nadir  Shaw,  who  carried  away  100 
millions  sterling  from  Delhi  and  massacred 
100,000  of  its  inhabitants,  the  power  of 
coercine  the  several  provinces  and  dis- 
tricts vmich  composed  the  va^t  mass  of 
the  Mogul  empire,    no  longer  existing, 
they  fell  into  the  hands  of  those  chiefs 
whom  a  modem  periodical  reviewer  has 
emphatically  and  truly  described  as  victo- 
rious assassms,  consummate  traitors,  and 
experienced  robbers  more  skilled  in  break- 
ing than  in  making   treaties,  and    less 
formidable  from  their  swords  than  their 
daggers.     And  after  a  disgusting  repe-  . 
tition  of  assassinations,  poisonings,  and  . 
putting    out  of   eyes,  the    boldest    and 
most  fortunate  having  the  power  of  the 
sword  in   their  hands,  and  no  superior 
sword  to  control  them,  assumed  all  those 
powers  which  under  the  mogul  had  been 
studiously  kept  separate  and  declared  their 
possessions  hereditary.    As  long  as  the 
Mogul  empire  continued  in  vigour,  a  Bri- 
tish factory  at  Calcutta  carried  on  a  pro- 
fitable mercantile  concern,  in  consequence 
of  valuable  privileges  conceded  in  return 
for  important  medical  relief  rendered  to 
the  mogul  and  the  nabob  of  Bengal  by 
superior  European  skill.    Afier  its  decline, 
during  the  progress  of  the  subsequent  trans- 
actions, the  British  factory,  notwithstand- 
ing frequent  exactions  of  the  chie&,  still 
carried  on  a  valuable  commerce  in  conse- 
ouence  of  the  privileges  that  were  left  to 
tnem.    But  on  the  accession  of  a  ferocious 
youth  to  the  succession  of  a  victorious 
assassin  and  consummate  traitor,  who  not 
many  years  before  became  nabob  of  Ben- 
gal, the  opinion  of  the  opulence  of  the 
British  factory  roused   his  avarice,  and 
with  a  mighty  rabble  he  invested  Calcut- 
ta.   After  a  feeble  attempt  to  defend  the 
settlement,  the  greatest  number  of  the 
Europeans  sheltered  themselves  on  board 
their  ships,  and  about  150  remained  in  the 
fort.    In  a  few  days  those  in  the  fort  sur- 
rendered on  capitulation  for  their  lives; 
but  this  ferocious  youth  disappouited  in 
what  he  found  in  the  settlement,  ordered 
them  to  be  confined,  with  the  view  of  ex* 
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tor^Bg  Ireisnre  whitsh  Im  imftgiaed  Ibejr 
liad  oeacealed,  about  147  ««re  forced  into 
m  <kiiig60B  lor  the  night  20  feet  sqoare, 
out  of  which  ikut  foilowingmoming  26 
were  branght  out  a^o.*— -When  an  ac- 
count of  thk  dJefloerate  etate  of  the  Bri- 
tidl  inieresta  in  sengal,  was  brought  to 
Madras^  which  was  tlwn  the  superior 
presidency,  they  determined  to  divert  a 
^MCOj  which  hsra  been  prepared  for  ano« 
ther  pnrposey  to  the  atteinpt  to  relieve 
Bengal.  Fortunately  for  his  conntry  a 
■Ban  who  had  distinguished  himself  by  re- 
peated military  and  political  talents,  was 
selected  for  the  command,  and  coL  CUre, 
was  sent  with  it.  With  4his  Anpco  and  the 
cordial  and  gallant  co-operation  of  admi- 
.ral.Walson  with  the  Britudi  squadron,  they 
'ibroed  the  nabob's  numberless  rabble  to 
eracuate  the  settlement,  and  following 
them  in  their  retreat,  after  a  fruitless  nego- 
tiation with  the  nabob,  but  secwring  the  co- 
operation of  Meer  Jaffier,  one  of  the  chiefs 
who  knew  he  was  destined  to  destruction 
by  the  nabob,  ooL  Clire  attacked  with  his 
trifling  ^rce  SO  times  their  number  at 
Plassy ,  and  having  effected  a  compleat  de- 
ioute  thereof,  he  advanced  to  Muxadabad 
the  capital,  and  placed  Meer  Jaffier  on  the 
nrasnud  with  the  geners^  acquiescence  of 
the  naitives,  who  accustomed  to  be  equally 
oppressed  bv  all  their  chiefs  cared  not  who 
was  placed  uiere.  This  observation  seems 
necessary  in  order  to  account  for  the 
ease  with  which  those  rapid  changes  of 
chie&  tfl^e  place  in  that  country.  After 
remaimng  some  time  longer  in  Bengal, 
and  having  settled  as  he  Siought  its  go- 
vernment, he  returned  to  Europe.  Not 
long  after  discontents  and  distrusts  arose 
between  this  nabob  Meer  JafBer  and  the 
council  at  Calcutta,  which  produced  his  re- 
moval and  placmg  his  relative  Cossem  Ally 
Shan  in  his  room.  This  change  was  at- 
tended with  large  emokmients  to  the  mem- 
bers ^the  said  council.  The  same  discon- 
tents and  jealousiesarisTng from  pretensions 
mutually  disallowed  inflamed  this  nabob, 
who  was  more  ferocious  t^ian  his  predeces- 
aor  to  the  degree  of  assassinating  seme  of 
the  company'  sservaRtsfttPatiia.  To  avenge 
which  the^ompany's  troops  advanced,  ^mA 
«lefeating  the  nabob's  army  drove  him  out 
of  the  country.  He  took  refuge  with  the 
nabob  visier  of  Oade,  who  pretending  to 
restore  him,  but  really  meamng  to  possess 
himself  ef  Bengal,  collected,  imder  the  au- 
diority  of  the  degraded  mogul,  a  large 
foffoe  which  '^as  defeated  and  dispersed  by 
the  company's  troops  at  Buxar.    Aftei* 


this  defeat  the  mogul  separatjed  his  interests 
from  those  of  the  nabob,  and  f>ut  himself 
under  the  protection  of  the  company  at 
Benares.  Meer  Jaffier  was  again  placed 
on  Ihe  masnud,  not  without  marks  of  ^%- 
titode  to  his  restorers*  Things  continued 
sometime  in  this  situation,  and  an  account 
of  the  coniEiision  which  prevailed  in  Ben- 
f^,  being  sent  to  England,  the  company 
induced  lord  GUve  to  return  there  as  best 
qualified,  fron.the  well  earned  autho- 
rity acquired  by  his  former  conduct,  to 
restore  order,  fiefere  he  arrived,  the  na^ 
bob  vizier  being  joined  by  a  Mahratta 
force  in  addition  to  what  he  could  raise 
in  Oude,  thought  himself  able  to  attain 
what  he  had  in  view,  taaA,  m  opposition  to 
the  Dumdate  of  the  mogul,  who  continued 
under  British  protection,  prepared  to  attack 
them.  On  this  the  mogol  declared  him 
deposed  from  the  viacerat,  and  by  a  treaty 
with  the  company  assi^ed  him  certain 
parts  of  the  province  of  Oude.  The  British 
army  advanced,  and  attacldng  the  nabob's 
confederate  forces  atCalpy,  defeated  and 
dispersed  them,  taking  the  nabob  Soujah 
Dowlah  prison«*,  and  the  whole  pro- 
vince was  in  their  power.  In  this  posture 
of  af&irs  lord  Olive  arrived,  and  from  the 
view  he  took  of  the  financial  and  military 
resources  of  the  company  at  that  time, 
judging  it  unsafe  and  impolitic  to  retain 
any  accession  of  territory,  he  prevailed  On 
the  mogul  to  te-establisn  the  nabob,  who 
had  been  two  months  prisoner  in  the 
British  camp,  in  the  province  of  Oude  a^d 
the  viecerat,  under  the  protection  of  the 
company,  who  consented  to  withdraw 
their  troops  on  the  payment  of  50  lacks  of 
rupees  as  reimbursement  of  Uie  expences 
of  the  wat,  and  bouud  themselves  to  de- 
fend the  province  in  case  of  attack  with 
their  whole  force  Aould  it  be  necessary, 
th^  exp«M:e  of  the  same  to  be  defrayed  by 
the  'ttabob.  From  these  facts  it  appears, 
that  the  province  by  ri^of  conquest  be- 
longed to  the  company :  that  from  pru- 
dential motives  alone  lord  CUvi^  with  that 
decision  and  sagacity  which  marked  his 
military  and  political  life,  declined  retain^ 
ing  any  part  of  the  provmce  mider  the 
juMiud  of  the  mogul,  andja  lieu  thereof 
accepted  ihe  dewanny  of  Bengsd,  Bohor, 
and  Orissa.  As  he  Iwit  hud  the  iounda- 
tion  of  the  Britidki  powar  in  that^country 
by  the  victory  at  Flassey,  h^  this  measure 
he  gave  it  sudi  stamina,  that  the  abuses 
and  misrule  w^ch  pi'evatled  there  ibr 
some  yeafrs,  a^r  he  quitted  the  coun^, 
werenotabletodcstr^y^it,  AndheEe^sir,! 
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beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  in  his  own  words 
the  reasons  he  gave  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors for  having  adopted  this  important  mea- 
sure. '*  The  perpetual  struggles  for  superi- 
ority between  the  nabobs  and  your  agents, 
together  with  the  recent  proofs  before  us 
of  notorious  and  avowed  corruption,  have 
rendered  us  unanimously  of  opinion,  after 
the  most  mature  deliberation,  that  no  other 
method  can  be  found,  of  laying  the  axe  to 
Che  root  of  all  those  evils,  than  the  obtain- 
ing the  dewanny  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and 
Orissa  for  the  company.  By  this  acquisi- 
tion of  the  dewanny  your  possessions  and 
influence  are  rendered  permanent  and  se- 
cure, since  no  future  nabob  will  either  have 
power  or  riches  sufficient  to  attempt  your 
overthrow  by  means  either  of  force  or  cor- 
ruption. Ail  revolutions  must  hencefor- 
wards  be  at  an  end,  as  there  will  be  no 
fond  for  secret  services,  donations,  or  res- 
titutions: the  nabob  cannot  answer  the 
expectations  of  the  venal  and  mercenary, 
nor  will  the  company  comply  with  demands 
injurious  to  themselves  out  of  their  own 
revenues.  The  experience  of  years  has 
convinced  us,  that  a  division  of  power  is 
impossible,  without  generating  discontent 
and  hazarding  the  whole  ;  all  must  belong 
either  to  the  company  or  the  nabob.  The 
power  is  now  lodged  where  it  can  only  be 
lodged  with  safety  to  us,  so  that  we  may 
pronounce  with  some  degree  of  confidence, 
that  the  worst  which  will  happen  in  future 
will  proceed  from  temporary  ravages  only. 
The  more  we  reflect  on  the  situation  of 
your  aflairs,  the  stronger  appear  the  reasons 
•for  accepting  the  dewanny  of  those  pro- 
vinces, by  which  alone  we  could  establish 
a  power  sufficient  to  perpetuate  the  pos- 
sessions we  hold,  and  the  influence  we  en- 
joy. While  the  nabob  acted  in  quality  of 
collector  for  the  mogul,  the  means  of  sup- 
porting our  military  establishments  de- 
pended on  his  pleasure.  In  the  most  cri- 
tical situations,  while  we  stood  balancing 
on  the  extreme  verge  of  destruction,  his 
stipulated  payments  were-slow  and  defici- 
ent, his  revenues  withheld  by  disaflected 
rajahs  and  turbulent  zemindars,  who  des- 
pised the  weakness  of  his  government ; 
or  they  were  squandered  in  profosion  and 
dissipated  in  corruption,  the  never  foiling 
symptoms  of  a  declining  constitution  and 
feeble  administration.  Hence  we  were 
irequently  disappointed  of  those  supplies, 
upon  the  punctual  receipt  of  which  de- 
pended the  very  existence  of  the  company 
m  Bengal.  Happy  would  it  have  been 
.  for  Great  Britain  and  the  Carnatic  had  the 
VoL.X. 


government  thereof,  aftel*  having  acquired 
the  right  and  the  power  by  having  con- 
Quered  the  country  from  Frajice,  avoided 
the  fatal  delusion  of  letting  the  dewanny 
slip  out  of  their  hands.  The  above  de- 
scription of  the  evils  apprehended  in  Ben- 
gal, faintly  represents  what  were  realised 
in  the  Carnatic.  Enough  of  this,  until  that 
question  comes  before  the  house.  Sir,  it 
appears  that  things  remained  for  some 
years  in  this  state,  with  an  English  brigade 
stationed  in  the  province  of  Oude,  until 
an  invasion  of  it  by  a  formidable  combin- 
ed Mahratta  force  under  Scindia  and  Hol- 
kar  in  1773,  the  whole  British  army 
advanced  and  completely  defeated  them. 
In  the  year  1774  the  Rohilla  chiefs  declin- 
ing to  folfil  their  engagements  of  paying 
40  lacks  of  rupees  towards  the  expence  of 
repelling  the  invasion  of  their  country,  and 
also  manifesting  a  hostile  disposition  to- 
wards the  vizier,  the  British  army  subdued 
them,  and  conquering  the  whole  of  Rohil- 
lund,  placed  it  all  under  the  government 
of  Oude,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  dis- 
tricts granted  in  jaghire  to  Fyzoola  Khan, 
a  chief  who  had"  submitted  to  their  arms. 
On  the  death  of  Soujah  Dowlah  in  1775, 
and  the  investiture  of  his  son  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah  in  the  province  of  Oude  and'its 
dependencies,  obtained  from  the  mogul 
through  the  direct  influence  of  the  British 
government,  a  new  treaty  for  an  increased 
English  force  and  subsidy  was  made  in  a 
few  years.  This  force,  in  consequence  of 
the  misrule  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  was 
found  insufficient  tor  the*  preservation  of 
the  internal  tranquillity  and  external  de- 
fence of  the  country,  and  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  strengthen  it  with  a  temporarj* 
brigade  and  adequate  increase  of  subsidy^ 
and  in  1781  with  a  permanent  augmenta- 
tion, as  it  had  now  become  a  most  import- 
ant barrier  to  the  British  possessions.  The 
continuation  of  the  same  misrule  producing 
a  progressive  anarchy  and  decline  in  the 
resources  of  the  districts  under  the  nabob 
vizier,  and  his  thoughtless  extravagance 
disabling  him  from  fulfilling  his  engage- 
ments with  the  company,  he  had  recourse, 
in  order  to  answer  its  demands,  to  those 
iniinous  measures  of  borrowing  money 
from  natives  and  Europeans  at  3,  4,  and  5 
per  cerit.  per  mensem,  as  detailed  in  No.  7, 
a  paper  reprinted  for  the  use  of  the  house. 
In  this  approaching  ruin  of  the  resources 
and  inhabitants  of  a  country  which  had 
belonged  to  the  company -by  right  of  con- 
quest, and  which  it  was  bound  to  protect 
afler  it  had  re-established  the  nabob  vizier, 
3  T 
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with  which  it  became  80  inyolved  by  suc- 
ceeding treaties  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw,  without  causing  the  immediate 
destruction  .of  that  country  and  thereby 
endangering  its  own ;  you  nnd  that  in  ail 
the  communications  from  the  court  of  di- 
rectors to  the  supreme  government  in  Ben- 
galy  the  most  urgent  object  to  be,  the  re- 
nirm  and  amelioration  of  the  province  of 
Oude,  by  the  interference  and  exertion  of 
that  government.  Accordingly  you  see 
that  from  the  moment  lord  Cornwallis  was 
sent  there  in  17  86^  how  a^iduously  he  ap- 
plied his  mind  to  that  most  important  sub* 
ject.  As  the  powers  with  which  his  lord- 
ship went  there,  form  a  new  aera  in  the 
system  of  Indian  government,  it  seems 
proper  to  take  notice  of  it.  The  inade- 
quacy of  the  constitution  of  the  company, 
whicn  had  been  formed  on  mercantile 
'  principles,  to  govern  an  imperial  concern, 
nad  the  fate  of  a  dwarfs  garment  forced 
upon  a  giant,  and  was  broke  through .  in 
every  part.  Prior  to  1774  many  of  the 
servants  of  the  company  abroad  setting  at 
nought  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directory, 
and  trusting  for  impunity  to  private  inte- 
rest, or  a  combination  of  interests  amongst 
the  proprietors,  yielded  to  the  temptation 
of  rapidly  acquiring  large  fortunes,  by 
availing  themselves  of  the  power  which 
situation  gave  them -to  pillage  and  oppress 
the  miserable  ryots  and  inhabitants  ;  and 
universal  anarchy  prevailed  over  the  coun- 
try. In  order  to  care  all  those  evils,  in 
1774  the  legislature  thought  fit  to  appoint 
a  governor  general,  and  four  counsellors, 
with  new  powers  to  control  and  superin- 
tend all  the  British  settlements ;  but  from 
the  reluctance  of  the  British  parliament 
to  vest  summary  powers  in  an  individual, 
and  therefore  the  governor  general  being 
controlable  by  a  majority  of  said  council, 
difference  of  o^Dinion^  although  the  con- 
tending parties  acted  from  their  views  of 
the  public  interest,  produced  irritation  and 
discord  as  to  the  measures  of  government, 
and  insubordination  and  anarchy  in  the 
country.  To  cure  this  evil  the  legislature 
at  length  saw  the  necessity,  and  vested  in 
the  governor  general  a  summary  power  to 
act  on  his  opinion  and  responsibility. 
With  this  power  that  excellent  man  whose 
head  seldom  erred,  his  heart  never,  went  to 
Bengal.  His  habits  of  life,  all  the  adventi- 
tious circumstances  attending  him,  and  the 
personal  consideration  derived  from  them, 
qualified  him  peculiarly  for  what  was  to  be 
done  at  that  time  in  Bengal.  The  reports 
from  your  cpmmittees  in  1781,r2,  and  3, 


wliich  were  formed  principally  by  the  inde- 
fatiffable  industry  and  perseverance  of  Mr. 
Burke,  who  applied  all  the  powers  of  his 
mighty  mind  to  unravel  and  enlighten  all 
the  intricacies  and  obscurities  in  which  the 
transactions  in  that  country  had  been  stu- 
diously involved,  pointed  out  a  variety  of 
abuses,  to  remedy  which,  regulations  were 
enacted  by  parliament.  These,  that  noble 
lord  carried  into  ei^ecution  and  added  a 
most  important  measure  of  his  own,  which 
a  man  of  less  weight  and  rank  in  this  coun- 
try, pr6bably,  could  not  have  carried 
through ;  it  was,  to  give  the  servants  of  the 
company  such .  salaries  as  would  enable 
them  to  live  properly,  and  in  a  reasonable 
time  make  a  provision  for  futurity  ;  but 
precluding  them  from  .  all  indirect  means 
of  making  money,  instead  of  the  mercantile 
system  of  giving  small  paries  and  conniv- 
ing at  those  means.  By  this  wise  and  li- 
beral policy,  in  addition  to  the  parliamen- 
tary enactments,  by  his  own  bright  exam- 
ple, he  established  a  purity  in  Bengal,  and 
laid  a  foundation  for  its  progressive  hap- 
piness, to  compensate  to  its  inhabitants 
for  what  they  foi'merly  sufiered  from  his 
countrymen.  And  yet,  sir,  durmg  the 
government  of  such  a  man,  and  that  of  his 
successor,  a  man  no  less  pure,  Europeans 
and  even  a  servant  of  the  company,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  paper  above  alluded  to,  were 
accelerating  the  ruiii  and  distress  of  the 
province  of  Oude  by  usuriow  loans  un- 
known to  those  governors.  It  is  necessary 
to  notice  this,  as  it  tends  to  prove  that  no- 
thing but  a  cession  of  territory  instead  of 
subsidy  could  preclude  the  recurrence  of 
the  same  mischiefs.  You  will  find,  sir,  in 
the  many  communications  between  the 
nabob  of  Oude,  his  ministers  and  lord 
Cornwallis,  personal  and  by  letters,  exhor- 
tations to  ameliorate  and  reform  the  abuses 
under  which  that  country  laboured  ;  it  is 
true  in  as  mild  terms  to  the  nabob  as  such 
strong  truths  could  be  conveyed,  but  tell- 
ing the  ministers  that  they  were  responsi- 
ble to  the  British  government  for  tkeir 
conduct,  and.  that  they  would  he  supported 
by  it  accordingly  as  they  acted  right.  You 
will  find  by  the  whole  tenor  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis^s  correspondence  with  Oude,  that 
though  he  studied  to  avoid .  hurting  the 
pride  of  the  nabob,  he  considered  the  Brit- 
ish government  vested  with  the  right,  as 
well  as  the  power  of  controlling  his  govern- 
ment ;  and  in  one  of  his  lordship's  last 
comiiiunications  when  he  was  returning  to 
Europe,  he  wams  the  n^bpb  that  the  con- 
sequence of  his  misrule  might  produce  ^- 
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treme  measures  on  the  part  of  the  company 
for  their  own  safety,  which  wasinyolved  in 
the  safety  of  Oude.  (Lord  Cornwallis's 
words  are  as  follow,  in  his  letter  to  the  na- 
bob dated  29th  Jan.  1793.  ''  I  have  offer- 
ed my  advice  as  a  friend,  and  flatter  my- 
self that  you  set  that  value  on  the  company's 
friendship  that  will  induce  you  to  listen  to 
their  counsels  in  a  manner  that  may  render 
unnecessary  any  other  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  company  for  their  own  security 
and  defence.^')  Notwithstanding  all  these 
exhortations,  the  same  wretched  system 
continued,  and  this  country,  which  was 
a  frontier  in  that  quarter  from  whence 
most  danger  was  to  be  apprehended,  and 
which  could*  be  defended  only  by  its  re- 
sources, was  reduced  to  the  most  extreme 
misery  and  distress.  Lord  Cornwall  is' s 
8UCcessoT,sir  John  Shore,  made  remonstran- 
ces; the  nabob  continued  his  misrule.  In 
1794*  a  case  happened  however  which 
proved  the  opinion  sir  J.  Shore  entertained 
of  the  relation  between  the  nabob  and  the 
compsuiy.  On  the  death  of  Fyzoola  Khan, 
the  chief  above  mentioned,  who  enjoyed  a 
jaghire  dependant  on  Oude,  the  second  son 
nrardering  his  elder  brother,  was  invested 
by  the  nabob  with  the  succession,  on  his 
engaging  to  him  an  increased  tribute.  Sir 
J.  Shore,  on  learning  the  circumstances, 
ordered  a  considerable  British  force  to 
march  against  the  murderer,  and  notwith- 
standing the  remonstrance  of  the  nabob, 
drove  hmi  out  and  vested  his  succession  in 
the  inhnt  son  of  the  murdered  elder  bro- 
ther. In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1797, 
this  nabob,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  died,  and  a 
reputed  son,  vizier  Ally,  was  placed  on  the 
musnud,  with  the  usual  forms  of  investiture 
obtained  from  the  mogul  through  the  influ- 
eace  of  the  governor  general.  This  youth, 
under  20  years  old,  soon  exhibited  great 
profligacy  and  ferocity,  with  a  determined 
hostility  to  the  British  interests.  These 
accounts  foehig  brought  to  Fort  William, 
accompanied  by  representations  from 
many  of  the  pi*inGipal  persons  in  Oude,  (td 
wlibtn  it  was  known  that  this  youth  was 
tihe  son  of  a  woman  introduced  into  the 
eenena  big  with  child,  and  of  a  father  of 
tlie  meanest  order)  the  injustice  of  per- 
mitting such  a  person  to  hold  the  musnud 
m  prelerence  to  the  next  brother  of  the 
kte  nabob,  and  the  son  of  Soujah  ul  Dow- 
Idi.  Od  these  considerations,  sir  J.  Shore 
proceeded  to  Lucknbw,  where  he  had  or- 
dered a  Istrgie  body  of  British  troops  to 
meet  him,  and  having  satisfied  himself  of 
the  jn^ice  and  necesnty  '0i  the  measure;, 


he  deposed  this  young  man,  and  establish- 
ed the  next  brother,  and  son  of  Soujah 
Dowlah.     In  these  instances  the  governor 
general  ex^cised  a  sovereignty  not  sur- 
passed by  any  act  of  Aurungzebe  over  his 
vassal  states.      A  new  treaty  was  made, 
with  this  nabob  vizier  Saadut  Ally,  for  ah 
increased  British  force,  with  an  increased 
subsidy,  and  some  important  districts  were 
ceded  to  the  company,  with  reimburse- 
ment of  the  expence  of  putting  their  army 
in  motion.    Soon  after  this,  sir  J.  Shore 
returned  to  Europe.     His  successor,  on  his 
arrival  in  Bengal,  found  that  country  agi- 
tated with  an  expected  invasion  by  ^eman 
Schah,  and  soon  after  by  the  insurrectioa 
of  the  deposed  young  nabob  vizier  at  Be- 
nares, where  having  collected  a  number 
of  fbllovfers,  he  murdered  the  residenti 
with  some  other  Endishmen,  and  fled  into 
the  province  of  Oude,  where  he  collected 
between  5  and  6000  men,  and  was  joined 
by  some  of  the  present  nabob's  troops  who 
had  been  sent  to  stop  his  progress.     Thes^ 
having  been  defeated  by  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish army,  and  the  insurrection  quelled,  and 
Zeman  Schah  being  fortunately  obliged  to 
fall  back  by  disturbances  in  his  own  coun- 
try, gave  time  to  examine  the  state  of  Oude, 
and  take  the  measures  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  that  province,  which  was  the 
first  object  of  Zeman  Schah's  invasion.    It 
appeared  that  there  was  a  rabble  of  an  army- 
amounting  to  near  40,000,  but  of  a  nature 
that  the  nabob  declared  he  considered  them 
as  his  enemies,  and  could  not  think  himself 
safe  in   Lucknow  without  a  considerable 
British  force  near  hid  person.     The  British 
generals  all  declared  that  the  existence  of 
that  army  would  be  a  powerful  diversion 
in  favour  of  Zeman  Schah,  in  case  he  re- 
sumed his  intention,  and  the  nabob,  im- 
pressed at  that   time    with  the  danger, 
earnestly  applied  to  the  governor  general 
for  his  assistance  to  reduce  it,  who  m  con- 
sequence sent  a  most  able  British  officer  to 
effect  that  great  object.    In  this  situation 
of  things  the  war  with  Tippoo  broke  out, 
and  the  governor  general  went  to  the  Car- 
natic,  where  haviiig  by  great  energy  col- 
lected and  put  in  motion  in  a  few  months 
tile  most  powerfiil  antty  ever  assembled  in 
India,  Seringapatam  was  taken,  Tippoo 
killed,  and  his  whole  dominions  possessed 
by  the  £nglish.   Having  by  a  skilful  and 
fortunate  enterprise  at  Hyderabad  destroy- 
ed the  Flreiich  influence  there,  and  having 
by  his  regulations  in  Mysore  brought  all 
the  resources  of  that  country,  from  wTience 
the  compatiy  apprehended  At  grefatest 
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danger,  to  its  aid,  he  returned  to  Bengal, 
leaving  the  Camatic  in  a  state  of  security 
it  had  never  known  before.  He  found  the 
important  reforms  in  Oude  But  little  ad- 
vanced, the  nabob,  Hhough  the  proposal 
of  reducing  his  troops  originated  from  him, 
when  the  danger  from  them  was  strong  on 
his  mind  from  ZemanSchah's  ilivasion, 
yet  as  this  decreased,  he  became  irresolute, 
and  brought  forward  proposals  and  evasions 
to  create  delay.  The  security  of  this  im- 
portant frontier,  which  the  company  was 
bound  both  by  treaty  and  its  own  safety 
to  defend,  was  an  object  of  too  vital  a  con- 
cern for  the  governor  general  to  permit 
himself  to  be  baffled  in.  As  an  article  in 
the  last  treaty  empowered  the  company 
to  increase  its  forces  in  Oude  to  the  extent 
judged  ^lecessary  tor  its  defence,  and  as  by 
the  same  treaty  the  nabob  is  bound  to  give 
satisfactory  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  the  governor  general  knowing  from 
the  uncertainty  of  payments  of  former  in- 
ferior subsidies,  in  times  of  profound  peace 
which  Oude  had  enjoyed  for  many  years 
(and  which  were  on  ly  found  by  those  usu- 
rious loans  the  exaction  of  wnich  spread 
ruin  and  desolation  amongst  millions  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants)  how  little  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  the  dischafge  of  an 
increased  subsidy  in  time  of  war,  when  a 
failure  might  be  attended  with  disastrous 
consequences,  and  knowing  the  progres- 
sive decline  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  nabob  vizier's  government, 
demanded  in  lieu  of  subsidy  a  cession  of 
territory,  the  produce  of  which,  in  its  de- 
clining state,  was  equivalent  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  increased  number  of  troops, 
which  from  the  state  of  things  was  judged 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  province 
of  Oude  and  its  dependencies.  To  this 
demand  the  nabob  vizier  opposed  many 
difficulties,  daring  near  two  years.  Al- 
though it  had  been  proved  repeatedly  that 
without  the  British  troops  the  dominions 
of  Oude,  if  not  entirely  swallowed  up, 
would  have  undergone  great  defalcations; 
although  he  felt  and  acknowledged  that 
without  them,  his  person  was  not  secure 
from,  his  own  numerous  and  disorderly 
rabble,  yet  from  irresolution  of  character, 
practiseci  upon  by  those  about  him,  who 
saw  that  by  this  measure,  their  means  of 
enriching  themselves,  by  the  pillage  and 
oppression  of  the  miserable  inhabitaiits 
would  be  exceedingly  reduced,  yet  it  was 
^ith  reluctance  on  his  part  he  assented  to 
a  treaty,  which  precluded  any  further  de- 
mand upon  him  in  any  possible  case,  by 


which  his  own  dangerous  and  disorderly 
army  was  to  be  reduced  merely  to  what 
was  necessary  for  purposes  of  state,  in  lien  * 
of  which  the  country  was  to  be  defended 
at  all  times,  by  a  considerable  increase  of 
troops  under  British  discipline.  By  this 
treaty,  those  districts  which  surrounded 
the  antient  state  of  Oude,  which  were 
held  by  turbulent  Zemindars,  who  had 
many  troops  and  strong  fastnesses,  from 
whom  he  could  not  draw  revenue  without 
annually  sending  a  superior  force  to  col- 
lect it  at  a  decreased  jumma;  which  ^vcre 
most  exposed  to  temporary  depredations, 
and  through  which  a  |>owerful  invasion 
roust  pass,  was  ceded  in  perpetuity  to  the 
company,  and  the  necessity  of  making* 
good  a  subsidy,  by  those  usurious  loans 
wbich  had  so  large  a  share  in  the  ruin  of 
the  country,  and  which  from  the  nature 
of  things  must  recur  again,  if  the  connec  • 
tion  continued  on  the  same  footing,  was 
for  ever  put  an  end  to.  The  event  has 
proted  that  the  supreme  government  con- 
sulted not  less  the  comfort  and  security 
of  the  nabob  vizier,  by  this  great  measure 
than  it  did  its  own.  This  treaty  was  con- 
cluded on  Nov.  10th  1801,  and  he  now  en- 
joys from  his  reserved  dominions  a  l^ger 
income  applicable  to  his  personal  gratifi- 
cations, tnan  he  did  when  he  possesesd 
those  ceded  districts  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  an  inferior  subsidy,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  comfort  and  security  of 
those  millions  who  were  formerly  oppressed 
and  pillaged,  by  his  numerous  armed  rab- 
ble, is  materially  improved.  In  the  ceded 
districts,  by  those  Zemindars  who,  possess- 
ed of  troops  and  strong  forts,  were  accus- 
tomed to  dictate  their  own  terms  to  the 
weakness  of  the  vizier's  government, 
nmch  opposition  was  made  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  company's  government, 
and  it  is  to  be  lamented  in  some  instances 
much  blood  has  been  spilt.  Such  feudal 
anarchy  was  incompatible  with  safety  and 
good  order ;  as  it  shewed  itself,  it  has  been 
subdued  by  the  vigour  and  discipline  of 
the  British  arms ;  and  the  lenity  and  be- 
neficence of  those  British  institutions  which 
firom  1786  have  progressively  increased 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
Bengal  provinces,  have  been  introduced. 
Much  time  had  not  elapsed,  before  an  op- 
portunity occurred  for  the  visier  to  shew 
his  feelings  as  to  the  change  in  his  situa- 
tion, and  for  the  inhabitants  of  an  impor- 
tant ceded  district  to  shew  what  they  felt. 
During  the  contest  with  the  Mahrattas,  a 
difficulty  arising  firom  a  delay  of  supply  of 
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money  and  other  requisites  for  the  advance 
t)f  the  company's  army,  the  nabob  vizier 
volantarily  came  forward  with  a  consider- 
able loan  without  interest,  and  assisted  with 
all  the  resources  of  his  country.  On  the 
incursion  of  a  formidable  Pitan  chief  into 
the  ceded  district  whereof  he  was  a  native, 
where  he  had  powerful  connections,  and 
where  formerly  he  would  haveibund  much 
co-operation,  so  "few  shewed  themselves 
inclined  to  him,  that  he  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  retreat,  doing  but  inconsiderable 
mischief.  Another  tempting  occasion  of- 
fered for  the  nabob  to  shew  dissatisfaction, 
if  he  had  not  experienced  advantage  from 
the  new  treaty,  when,  upon  the  proposal 
from  a  servant  of  the  company  (who  was 
on  his  return  to  this  country,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  powerful  connections  here,) 
to  be  appointed  his  agent  for  the  purpose 
of  representing  and  obtaining  redress  of 
those  hardships  which  he  imagined  the 
nabob  vizier  felt  from  the  act  of  the  Bri- 
tish government ;  the  nabob  declined  his 
interference,  and  testified  by  his  con- 
duct, feelings  of  a  direct  opposite  nature. 
From  all  these  circumstances,  it  can 
scaicely  be  doubted,  but  that  he  would 
think  himself  little  obliged  to  those  hon. 
gentlemen  in  this  house  who  have  advocat- 
ed his  cause,  as  they  think,  with  so  much 
zeal  and  eloquence,  if  they  succeeded  in 
putting  him  back  into  his  former  situation. 
The  external  political  effects  of  this  great 
measure  may  be  appreciated  by  the  facili- 
ties which  it  aflfprded  to  that  energy  of 
counsel,  and  exertion  of  military  talents, 
by  which,  in  a  few  months,  fortresses 
deemed  -  impregnable  were  taken  by 
storm;  arsenals  filled  with  all  military 
implements  according  to  the  European 
system  of  war,  were  seized ;  an  army  con- 
sisting of  between  SO  and  40,000  men, 
not  such  rabble  as  have  hitherto  compos- 
ed a  native  army,  but  of  troops  formed  and 
trained  during  many  years  in  European 
tactics  by  M.  de  Roigne,  but  then  un- 
der French  influence ;  supported  by  a  great 
superiority  of  compleat  well  served  artil- 
lery ;  maintained  by  large  revenues  aris- 
ing from  provinces  in  their  possession 
which  led  into  the  heart  of  your  domi- 
nions, compleatly  annihilated ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  you  are  now  in  possession 
of  those  arsenals,  and  revenues  of  those 
provinces ;  and  what  is  not  less  important 
you  have  rescued  the  person  of  the  mogul 
n-om  that  French  influence  which  knew 
well  how  to  employ  bis  name  to  your  de- 
triment. Those  who  have  had  the  means  of 


best  knowing  the  respective  circumstances 
and  localities  of  tfie  countries  in  question, 
are  convinced  that  had  not  tUs  arrange- 
ment with  the  nabob  vizier  taken  place,  the 
increased  difficulties  must  have  prevented 
the  above  brilliant  success.  Sir,  I  have 
many  apologies  to  make  for  having  taken 
up  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  house,  and 
shall  trouble  it  with  but  one  observation 
more.  Thei*e  are  many  respectable  persons 
in  this  house,  and  in  this  country,  who  do 
not  attach  the  importance  which  I  do  to  the 
annihilation  of  the  formidable  force,  and 
total  change  in  those  provinces  on  the 
north  western  frontier  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions. But,  sir,  when  the  unceasing  ac- 
tivity of  Buonaparte,  his  talents  of  address 
and  intrigue,  which  let  no  opportunity  of 
advancing  his  views  against  British  power 
in  India  escape  him,  are  considered ;  when 
it  is  known  that  the  first  cargo  from  France 
to  Poiidicherry  in  1 802  on  peace  between 
us,  consisted  of  200  French  ofl&cers,  (great- 
est part  of  whom,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  would  have  endeavoured  to  make 
their  way  to  where  they  would  have  been 
most  useful,  that  is,  to  that  formidable 
force  under  French  influence  in  the  north 
western  provinces,  had  they  not  been  pre- 
vented by  the  wisdom  and  vigour  of  the 
government  of  Madras  who  sent  them  all 
back  to  Europe)  I  say,  sir,  that  I  cannot 
doubt  but  that  if  those  vigorous  measures 
had  not  been  adopted  ;  that  if  there  had 
remained  such  a  fulcrum  for  Buonaparte 
to  set  his  lever  upon,  even  without  the  ad- 
ditions of  those  French  officers,  he  would 
have  shaken  the  British  interests  to  their 
foundation,  and  at  least  a  most  dangerous 
war  would  have  long  since  taken  place  in 
the  centre  of  your  possessions  both  in  In- 
dostan  and  the  Becan,  instead  of  his  being 
obliged  to  encounter  all  the  difficulties 
and  delays  of  coming  now  from  the  Cas- 
pian to  attack  your  frontiers,  which  there 
is  every  reason  to  think  will  be  on  the  In- 
dus. With  these  opinions  on  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  this  treaty  with  the  nabob  vi- 
zier, and  all  those  important  consequences, 
I  cannot  hesitate  in  thinking  the  supreme 
government  of  Bengal  is  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  country^  for  having,  by  its 
vigour  and  foresight,  most  importantly 
augmented  the  security  of  the  British  in- 
terests in  many  quarters,  and  guarding , 
against  dangers  which  threatened  them 
firom  no  quarter  more  eminent  than  the 
north  of  Indostan. 

Sir  Jo^  Ansiruther,  rose  to  reply  to  the 
speech  of  the  no6le  lord.    As  far  as  that 
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witnessed  tbe  joy  wliich  the  relief  that  the 
aoble  marquises  measures  a£fi>rded  had  oc- 
casioned. He  had  heard  the  opinions  in 
India  of  the  most  faithful  and  the  most  in- 
telligent of  the  company's  servants^  and 
he  had  never  heard  a  doubt  expressed  of 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  Uie  noble 
marouis's  conduct.  It  would  be  enough 
for  the  vindication  of  the  noble  marquis> 
were  he  to  state  »that  the  principles  on 
which  he  acted  had  been  approved  of  by 
the  covermnent  who  employed  him.  This 
would  be  enough  for  the  vindication  of 
every  executive  officer.  But  he  would 
go  further,  he  would  shew  that  even  had 
that  approbation  not  been  given,  the  no- 
ble marquis's  conduct  would  have  been 
not  Uie  less  justifiable  and  honourable. 
The  subject  resolved  itself  into  two  parts, 
the  transmutation  of  subsidy  for  territory, 
and  the  military  interference  with  tbe 
province  of  Oude.  With  regtrd  to  the 
first  point,  the  measures  which  the  noble 
marquis  pursued  were  imperiously  called 
for.  He  was  guided  by  the  declaration 
bf  the  East  India  company,  repeatedly 
made  ;  for  instance,  to  lord  Hobart,  who 
was  instructed  to  transmute  subsidy  into 
territory,  in  order  that  the  territory  from 
which  the  company  were  to  derive  sup- 
port in  war  should  be  in  their  hands  dur- 
ing peace,  and  be  thus  rendered  more, 
available  when  a  period  of  war.  might  oc- 
cur. When  tbe  noble  marquis  first  went 
out  to  India,  he  was  charged  by  the  court 
of  directors  with  similar  instructions,  to 
change  subsidy  for  territory;  and  when 
he  failed  in  an  undertaking  of  that  nature 
(from  circumstances  which  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  state)  they  lamented  thatfailure. 
Subsequently,  when  the  noble  marquis 
effected  a  transmutation  of  subsidy  for 
territory  with  tlK  rajah  of  Tanjore,  the 
court  of  Directors  thanked  him  for  so  do- 
ing. Afber  this,  th^y  could  not  surely 
turn  short  round  and  say  that  an  accession 
of  territory  in  India  was  against  the  law 
in  all  cases.  There  was  another  reason 
why  they  could  not  say  this :  thinking 
highly  of  tiie  services  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis m  the  war  against  Tippoo  Sults^n, 
the  couri  of  directors  had  behaved  to  him 
as  a  great  b<khr  ought  to  behave  to  a  great 
man,  and  had  rewarded  him  with  a  pen- 
sions diiring  the  contfimianGe  of  their  char- 
ter, expressly  dedai^ng  tJhait  by  the  de- 
struction of  Tippoo  '  tHe  company  had 
gained  a  great  accession  of-  ten'kory  ? 
How,  then,  could  the  noble  raarqnb  slip- 
pose,  after,  thia  expJidt  declaration,  ihat 


lord  was  personally  condemed,  ht 
liad  condncted  the  affair  then  before  the 
house,  in  a  manner  which  coiresponded 
with  his  character,  and  the  rank  that  he 
held  in  the  cbuntry.  Still,  however,  his 
noble  friend's  situation  had  been  a  hard 
on^.  A  libel  against  him  had  been  lying 
for  a  long  period  on  the  table  of  the  house, 
and  had  in  consequelice  been  generally 
circulated,  with  something  like  an  ait*  of 
authority ;  the  author  of  which,  had  it  been 
promulgated  in  smy  other  manner,  would 
ere  now  have  experienced  the  severity 
of  the  law.  Before  he  centered  on  the 
subject,  he  would  observe  that  the  charac- 
ter of  this  prosecution  against  the  marquis 
Wellesley,  differed  materially  from  that 
of  any  other  India  prosecution.  In  every 
preceding  India  prosecution,  ,not  errors 
of  policy  alone,  but  personal  corruption, 
hao  been  attributed  to  the  individual  ac- 
cused. No  man  had  dared,  in  the  present 
instance,  to  whisper  the  slightest  insinua- 
tion of  such  a  nature  against  the  noble 
marquis.  Certainly,  the  last  Resolution 
of  the  noble  lord  charged  his  noble  friend 
with  ambition,  and  a  love  of  power,  evinc- 
ed by  his  actions,  at  the  very  moment  that 
he  was  retiring  from  his  high  situation. 
This  prosecution-  contained  within  itself  an 
evident  contradiction.  A  learned  gent, 
not  just  now  in  parliament,  had  said  that 
there  were  three  parties  in  this  investiga- 
tion ;  the  noble  marquis,  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, and  the  suffering  millions  in  India. 
The  two  first  unquestionably  were  parties 
in  the  investigation ;  but  with  respect  to 
the  suffering  millions  in  India,  did  not  that 
learned  ^ent.  know,  that  the  accusation  of 
the  chieft  and  rajahs  of  India  against  the 
British  government  there,  was,  that  it 
was  a  government  for  the  protection  of 
the  lower  orders,  who,  in  the  provinces 
under  British  influence,  enjoyed  a  degree 
of  security  and  happiness,  for  which  they 
in  vain  sought  in  any  other  part  of  Asia  ? 
The  suffering  millions  of  India,  therefore, 
were  no  parties  to  this  cause.  The  noble 
lord  had  cfxpressed  his  hope  that  no  per- 
son would  decide  on  this  question  from 
motives  of  personal  attaithment.  For 
hfmself,  the  long  ftiendthip  with  which 
he  had  been  honoured  by  the  noble  mar- 
qnis,  had  naturally  created  in  his  mind 
.  AnelSngB  of  the  highest  respect  and  attach- 
ment ;  bQt  in  communicating  to  the  house 
Kis  sentii[nents  on  the  scibject,  he  was  actu- 
ated by  nobler  motives.  He  had  hiikiself 
Meniivlndiia;  he  had  witnessed  the  dan- 
ger ttt  which  it  had  t&embled  >  he  had 
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there  co^ld  be  any  disapprobation  of  fu- 
ture transmutation  ?  But,  this  was  not  all. 
The  noble  marquis  had,  in  this  particular 
instance>  informed  the  company  of  his 
intentions;  he  had  told  them  that  he 
meant  to  avail  himself  of  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances in  Oude^  to  introduce  the  Bri- 
tish power  into  that  country.  To  this  the 
company  expressed  no  objection ;  they 
never  replied,  that  it  was  against  the  law, 
or  entreated  him  to  desist  from  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plans.  It  ^as  therefore  fairly 
to  be  inferred,  that  those  plans  met  with 
their  concurrence.  With  regard  to  the 
other  part  of  the  subject,  the  introduction 
of  military  force  into  the  Dewab,  was  it 
not  evidently  the  wish  of  the  directors 
that  the  civil  and  military  power  of  the 
nabob  of  Oude  should  be  reduced  ?  When 
the  noble  marquis  acquainted  them  that 
he  was  about  to  reform  the  useless  and 
even  dangerous  battalions  of  the  nabob, 
they  in  answer  approved  of  his  intention, 
and  when  he  had  compleated  his  military, 
to  efiect  a  civil  reform ;  and  was  it  to  be 
endured  that  the  noble  marquis  should 
now  be  told  that  these  were  measures 
highly  criminal,  and  that  he  had  fixed  an 
everlasting  stigma  on  the  British  name  and 
character  in  India  ?  But,  this  was  not  all ; 
after  the  noble  marquis  had  effected  his 
objects,  he  received  the  approbation  of 
the  directors,  at  least  of  the  secret  com- 
mittee, which  was  a  sufficient  justification. 
To  prove  this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
fer to  the  letter  from  that  committee,  dated 
the  29th  of  Dec.  1802,  in  answer  *to  one  of 
the  noble  marquis,  in  which  he  acquainted 
them  with  what  had  been  done  in  Oude, 
and  intimated  his  intention  of  retiring 
from  the  high  situation  which  he  held  in 
India.  In  this  ailswer  the  committee,  in- 
stead of  censuring  the  noble  marquis  for 
the  line  of  conduct  which  he  had  adopted, 
entreated  that  he  would  remain  another 
year,  and  finish  the  work  which  he  h^d  so 
happily  begun.  Was  not  this  a  bona  fide 
•  approbation  ?  Unquestionably,  there  were 
some  among  the  directors  who  did  not 
approve  of  the  noble  marquis's  proceed- 
ings. The  deputy  chairman,  for  instance, 
(who  was  entitled  to  the  highest  respect), 
had  uniformly  expressed  nis  dislike  to 
them-:  but  still,  the  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  ofthe  directors  was  in  his  favour. 
He  would  no^,  however,  argue  the  ques- 
tion, without  reference  to  their  approba- 
tion or  disapprobation.  If  the  noble  mar- 
<)ui8  were  to  act  at  all  in  India,  his  atten- 
tion must  naturally  have  be^n  directed  to 


two  points ;  the  fii^t,  whether  he  had  any 
right  whatever  to  interfere  in  Oude  ?  the 
other,  whether  the  occasion  on  which  he 
did  interfere  was  sufficient  to  justify  him 
in  such  interference  ?  As  to  the  first  pointy 
no  man,  considering  the  relation  which 
subsisted  between  the  British  possessions 
and  the  province  of  Oude,  could  possibly 
question  the  right  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  that 
province.  By  treaty,  Oude  was  to  be  de* 
fended  by  the  British.  By  policy,  Oude 
must  be  defended  by  the  British ;  for  to 
defend  Bengal  without  defending  Oude  was 
impossible.  Undeniably,  therefore,  the  Bri- 
tish government  were  justified  in  interfer- 
ing  authoritatively,  and  compelling  the  in- 
troduction into  that  country  of  an  adequate 
military  force.  Who,  then,  was  to  be  the 
judge  of  the  quantity  of  the  force  which 
ought  te  be  so  introduced  ?  What  said 
sir  John  Shore,  by  whom  the  treaty  with 
Oude  had  been  concluded  ?  He  considered 
himself  the  proper  judge.  Had  not  lord 
Comwallis  declared,  that  if  the  reform  in 
Oude  were  not  carried  into  effect  volun* 
tarily,  he  should  be  obliged  to  compel  the 
nabob  to  provide  for  his  military  defence  I 
Moreover,  had  not  that  noble  lord  appoint- 
ed* two  ministers  of  the  nabob  to  carry  his 
orders  into  execution,  assuring  them  that 
he  would  support  them  against  their 
master  in  the  Ailfilment  of  this  task  ?  How 
idle  was  it,  then,  to  talk  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Oude.  Had  not  sir  John  Shore  re- 
voked Mr.  Cherry's  rash  and  unadvised 
assertiop,  that  no  further  interference  ob 
the  part  of  the  British  should  take  place 
in  Oude,  and  had  not  the  court  of  directors 
applauded  him,  for  this  revocation?  Oa 
what  principle  had  sir  John  Shore  him- 
self interfered  in  the  government  of  that 
province  ?  A  man  of  more  mildness,  tem- 
perance, and  moderation,  he  would  also 
say  of  more  integrity  and  ability,  never 
existed.  It  was  not  to  derogate  from  his 
administration  to  declare,  that  energy  was 
not  the  characteristic  of  it;  and  yet  sir 
John  Shore,  espousing  the  cause  of  Vizier 
Ally,  decided,  at  his  own  tribunal,  who 
should  be  the  prince  of  Oude.  Would  he 
have  done  this  had  he  not  felt  his  undoubt- 
ed right  of  interference  ?  He  had  expressly 
told  the  company  that  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  British  influence  ia 
Oude  on  a  surer  footing,  because  the  two 
states  were  so  connected,  that  without  att 
over-ruling  influence  in  Oude  it  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  Bengal.  Afler  alt  this, 
and  much  more,  which  he  would  not  detaia 
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thehouse  by  stating^  who  could  doubt  that 
the  right  .of  interference  was  unquestion- 
able, and  that  the  noble  marouis  was  the 
best  judge  as  to  the  extent  or  that  inter- 
ference?  So  much  for  that  part  of  the 
subject.  Did  the  occasion,  then,  call  for 
the  interference  which  the  noble  marquis 
exercised  ?  What  was  the  situation  of  Oude 
at  the  time  ?  Zemaun  Shaw,  at  the  head  of 
a  formidable  army,  threatening  Oucle,  the 
Mahrattas  making  no  morement  and  shew- 
ing no  disposition  to  oppose  him,  and  a 
large  French  force  in  the  heart  of  Egypt. 
Well  did  he  recollect  the  feelings  of  na- 
tives and  Europeans  in  India  at  that  period. 
Well  did  he  recollect  the  doubt  and  dis- 
may which  existed  before  the  noble  mar- 
quis arrived,  which  he  dispelled  very  soon 
after  his  arrival,  and  which  never  re-ap- 
peared durine  his  continuance  in  the  go- 
vernment, it  was,  indeed,  a  period  of 
danger,  and  one  which  called  loudly  upon 
the  noble  marquis  to  do  that  which  he  did; 
to  interpose  with  a  s^tronghand,  and  to  put 
the  military  force  of  Oude  in  a  state  better 
calculated  to  repel  the  assailants,  by  which 
it  was  threatened.  Sir  John  Craig,  that 
most  able  and  respectable  officer,  had  de- 
manded of  the  noble  marquis  a  force  of 
20,000  men  to  meet  the  dangers  that 
threatened  Oude,  not  because  he  thought 
this  force  adequate  to  the  object,  but  be- 
cause he  conceived  that  it  was  all  that 
could  be  spared ;  yet  even  this  number, 
lord  Wellesley  was  unable  to  grant  him. 
It  was  true,  that  he  had  sent  an  embassy  to 
Persia  for  assistance ;  but  the  result  of  this 
embassy  was  contingent ;  and  was  it  there- 
fore to  preclude  him  firom  endeavouring  to 
put  Oude  into  a  better  posture  of  defence  ? 
The  civil  state  of  Oude  was  this,  half  the 
army  which  ought  to  have  been  on  the  fron- 
tiers, to  rep.el  the  menaced  attack,  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  the  country  to  quell 
the  rebellion,  which  the  bad  administra- 
tion of  affairs  had  occasioned.  Even  sir 
John  Craig,  with  his  small  and  inefficient 
force,  had  been  obliged  to  leave  two  regi- 
ments at  Lucknow,  to  defend  the  prince 
again&t  his  own  subjects.  By  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Lumsdale,  it  appeared,  that  even 
some  of  the  frontier  forts  were  in  the 
hands  of  rebellious  Zemindpirs.  In  these 
circumstances,  was  not  the  noble  marquis 
completely  justified  in  interfering  to  com- 
pel a  mutinous  army  to  obey  its  leaders, 
and  a  rebelHous  people  to  submit  to  their 

Srince?     He  did  interfere — he  obtained 
is  objects.    So  completely  did  he  change 
the  character  and  dis{)osition  of  the  coun- 


try, that  sometime  afterwards,  when  a  feir 
opportunity  was  afforded  by  the  passage 
of  an  hostile  force,  from  one  extremity 
of  the  province  to  the  other,  that  force  was 
not  joined  by  a  single  individual  of  those 
'  suffering  millions,'  as  they  had  been  so 
pathetically,  but  so  unfoundedly,  termed. 
But  the  noble  lord  accused  his  noble  friend, 
not  only  of  sending  into  Oude  a  force 
larger  than  what  was  necessary,  but  of 
charging  the  vizier  for  a  force  larger  than 
was  actually  sent.  If  this  were  true, 
which  he  denied,  the  noble  marquis  had 
hothing  to  do  with  it.  He  had  desired 
the  proper  officer  to  make  out  the  account 
in  the  manner  most  favourable  to  the  na- 
bob. If  any  mistake  had  taken  place, 
which  was  not  very  likely,  and  which  he 
completely  disbelieved,  was  the  command- 
er in  chief  in  India  to  be  chargeable  with 
the  error  of  a  clerk  in  the  accountant-ge- 
neral's  office?  The  noble  lord  had  so 
mingled  in  his  Resolutions  that  which  was 
true,  with  that  which  was  not  ^uite  true, 
that  he  felt  the  impossibility  of  proposing 
any  amendment  to  them.  On  all,  there- 
fore, but* the  last,  he  should  move  the  pre- 
vious question :  to  the  last  he  must  give 
his  most  direct  negative.  It  charged  his 
noble  friend  with  ambition  and  the  love 
of  power.  True,  he  was. ambitious,  but  it 
was  that  his  country  should  be  great; 
true,  he  did  love  power,  but  it  was  the 
pow^r  of  contributing  by  every  honoura- 
ble means  to  her  prosperity  and  happiness. 
Traduced  as  his  noble  friend's  character 
had  beeii,  he  was  desirous  of  meeting  the 
personal  imputations  that  had  been  cast 
upon  him,  and  should  conclude  with  mov- 
ing the  following  Resohition : — *'  That  it 
appears  to  this  house,  that  the  marquis  Wel- 
lesley  in  carrying  into  execution  the  late 
arrangements  in  Oude,  was  actuated  by 
an  ardent  zeal  for  the  public  service,  and 
by  the  desire  of  providing  more  effec- 
tually for  the  prosperity,  the  defence, 
and  the  safety  of  the  British  territories  in 
India.** 

Col.  Alkn  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : — 
Sir;  It  is  with  great  diffidence  I  venture  to 
offer  myself  to  your  notice,  and  to  trespass 
on  the  attention  of  the  house ;  but  having 
passed  the  greater  poistion  of  my  life  in  India, 
having  been  there  during  the  early  part  of 
the  administration  of  the  noble  marquis 
whose  conduct  is  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion ;  having  held  an  official,  and  I  may  say 
confidential,  situation,  which  gave  me  op- 
portunities of  knowing  something  of  the 
motives  and   principles  which  governed 
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the  condact  of  dbe  noble  lord  during  that 
period.    And  having  attentively  perused 
the  Telnminous  papers  laid  before  parlia- 
ment, I  cannot  reconcile  to  my  feelings  to 
give  a  silent  vote  in  this  question.   A  ques- 
tion which,  knportant  as  it  is  tjo  the  cha- 
racter of  die  noble  lord,  is  of  infinitely 
greats  importance  to  the  public«*-4br,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  if  the  Sesolutions 
moVe'd  by  the  noble  lord  shall  receive  the 
(Sanction  of  this  house,  it  will  lead  to  the 
aubversion  of  every  existing  treaty  with 
the  native  princes  of  India,  and  shsUce  the  . 
^ndation  of  the  British  power  in  the  £ast.  j 
^*-bi  jdiscussing  the  justice  and  the  policy  | 
/  of  the  measures  pursued  by  marquis  Wel- 
lesley  in  Oude  ^  it  is  necessary  to  consi- 
der, what  was  the  nature-  of  our  connec- 
tion with  Jthat  state,  at  the  time  when 
these  measures  were  adopted ;  and  I  think 
there  is  abundant  proof  in  the  Papers 
before  us,  that  Oude  was  not  an  indepen- 
dent principality ;  but  that  it  was  alto- 
gether dependant  on  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  in  feet  identified  with  it.^^I  am 
supported  in  this  opinion  by  high  authori- 
ties: lord  Comwallis,  in  a  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors  dated  16th  Nov.  1780, 
observes '  the  real  interests  of  the  vizier 
'  we  .look  npbn  as  inseparable  from  our 
'  own.*  (No.  6,  p.  3.)    And  in  a  Letter  to 
the  vizier  dated  15th  April  1787  his  lord-, 
ship  says,  *  as  I  consider  the  Company's 
'  territories  and  those  of  your  excellency 
'  the  same,  the  protection  of  your  excel- 
f  lene3r*s  dominions  is  absolutely  necessa- 
'  ryJ  (No.  6.  p.  3.)  That  this  was  the  view 
the  court  of  directors  took  of  the  subject, 
14  years  before  the  arrangement  made 
by  marquis  Wellesley,  may  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  Instructions    that  were 
sent  to  Bengal  in  a  letter  to  the  governor 
general,  dated  31st  July  1787:  t^ey  say, 

*  one  thing  is  clear;  the  defence  of  Oude 

*  must  be  provided  for :  if,  therefore,  the 
^  Cawnpore  brigade  be  not  equal  to  such 

*  defence,  either  the  vizier's  own  troops 
'must  be  reformed,  so  as  to  make  them 

*  serviceable,  or  another  detachment  of 

*  company's  troops  must  be  stationed  in 
'  the  country :  the  additional  expence  of 
^  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay,  by 
'  reducing  his  own  useless  troops.  And 
<  this  we  recommend  to  your  most  serious 
'  consideration ;  always  bearing  in  your 
'  mind,  that  ft-om  the  nature  of  our  con- 
-'  nection  with  the  nabob  of  Onde  we  con- 
•'sider  the  prosperity  of  that  country  as 
'  inseparable  firom  the  prosperity  of  our ; 
/  own  provinces/i-4ie£e^  thei^  we  have 

VOL.X. 


the  official  Instructions  of  the  court  of 
d  rectors  to  the  government  of  Bengal,  au- 
thorizing them  to  do  two  of  the  acts,  for 
the  successful  accomplishment'  of  which 
the  noble  lord  is  charged  with  the  viola- 
tion of  a  treaty.  They  direct  the  British 
force  in  Oude  to  be  angmented,  and  they 
direct  the  expence  of  such  augmentation* 
to  be  charged  to  the  vizier.  And^  fivrther, 
they  recommend  the  reform  of  his  mHi* 
tary  establishment.  But  I  beg  to  oall  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  another  document, 
which  is  <^  importance,  not  only  because 
it  bears  the  authority  of  lord  Comwallis's 
name,  but  because  it  was  written  in  Indis^ 
abom  the  time  when  the  Instructions  from 
the  court  of  directors,  I  have  just  now  re- 
cited, were  preparing  in  England. — I  al- 
lude to  a  letter  from  lord  Cornwoilis  to 
die  Secret  Committee,  written  on  the  4th 
of  March  1767,  in  which  his  lordship  ex- 
plains 4;he  principles  upon  which  the  ar- 
rangement he  had  formed  with  the  vizier 
was  founded  :  his  lordship  says,  *  They  are, 
'  that,  on  «ur  part,  we  shall  totaslly  abstain 

*  from  interfer^ice  in  the  rasinagement  of, 
^  the  revenue,  commerce,  and  internal  go- 

*  vemment  of  Oude,  but  with  the  entire 
'  conduct  of  all  political  business/shall  un- 

*  dertake  its  defence  aranst  all  external 
'  enemies  whatever.  And  on  the  other 
'  hand,  that  every  civil  and  military  ex- 

*  pence  necessarily  incurred  by  the  com- 

*  pany  in  the  country  of  Oude,  shall  be 
'.defrayed  by  the  vizier.'  (No.  2.  p.  4).^ — 
The  court  of  ^directors  weighing  these  opi- 
nions of  lord  Comwallis,  gave  their  sanc- 
tion and  approbation  to  the  principles  upon 
which  his  lordship  •  acted  with  i-espect  to 
Oude ;  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
Extract  of  a  Letter  to  the  governor  generd 
dated  8th  April  1789.  '  Having  attentive- 
'  ly  perused  all  the  minutes,  proceedings, 
'  and  letters  alluded  to  in  these  para- 
'  graphs,  and  in  your  sobse<^ent  advices, 
'  on  the  subject,  of  the  late  agreement 
'  concluded  by  lord  Comwallis  with  the 

*  vizier,  we  approve  of  the  principles  upon 
'  which  it  is  founded.'  (No.  2.  p.  4). — It 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  observe,  that 
this  was  the  sanction  of  the  highest  autho- 
rity of  the  state  ;  for  the  Instructions  must 
have  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul,  and  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
president  of  that  board  was  a  cabinet  mi* 
nister.  The  opinion  of  lordCornwallis,  and 
the  Instructions  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
approved  as  they  were  by  the  Board'  of 
Contvoul,  in  my  humble  opinion,  fully  jus- 
tify the  principles  upon  which  lord  Wei* 
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lesly  acted. — ^Lord  Cornwallis  in  a  letterto 
the  vizier  dated  29th  Jan.  1793^  8ay8> 
'  Your  excellency  roust  be  aware,  that- 
'  such  is  our  close  conndction,  that  every 
'  chief  iu  India  must  consider  the  two 
'  states  as  forming  one.  potrer.'  (No.  2.  p. 
13). — Lord  Teignmoutb  in  a  Minute  dated 
13th  Jan.  17^)8,  observes, '  The  govern- 
'  ment  of  Oude  both  in  the  opinion  of  the 
'  natives  of  the  country,  as  well  as  exter- 
'  nally,  is  considered  a  dependancy  on 
'  the  English,  whatever  its  relations  under 

*  treaty  maybe.'  (No.  1.  p.  15). — ^And  his 
lordship  adds>  *  In  the  estimation  of  the 
'natives  of  India,  the  kingdom  of  Oude  is 

*  held  as  a  giil  from  the  company  to  Sujah 
'  ud  Dowlah  and  as  a  dependant iief.' — Ix^fd 
Teignmouth  in  his  Evidence  given  before 
this  house  being  asked, '  Did  you  consider 

*  the  nabob  to  be  at  all  in  the*  light  of  an 

*  independent  sovereign  in  respect  to  the 

<  company's  government?'  His  lordship's 
answer  is,  <  Certainly  not'  (p.  44). — ^IVIr. 
Cooper,  a  member  of  the  supreme  govern* 
m^nt,  having  resided  32  yeairs  in  Indian 
being  asked  *  From  the  period  of  your  first 

<  arrival  in  Bengal  to  the  present,  did  you 
'  ever  understand  there  was  any  general 

*  opinion  otherwise,  than  that  the  nabob 
'  was  totally  and  completely .  under  the 
«  subjection  of  the  British  government  r' 
Mr.  Cooper's  answer  is,  '  I  certainly  al- 
'  ways  so  considered  him,  and  in  my  scat'at 
'  the  board,  my  conduct  and  opinions  there 
'  were  given  in  consequence  of  so  consider- 
ing him.'  (p.  47). — The  few  Extracts  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the 
house,  in  my  humble  opinion  clearly  estab- 
lish these  facts ;  that  Oude  is  not  an  in- 
dependent principality,  but  a  dependency 
on  the  British  government ;  that  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  lord  Wellesley  acted, 
were  laid  down  by  lord  Cornwallis,  sanc- 
tioned and  approved  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors and  the  boai*d  of  controul ;  and  that 
the  measures  of  the  noble  lotd  were  found- 
ed in  justice.  Of  the  policy  of  those 
measures,  it  is  impossible  for  any  person 
in  the  least  acquainted  with  India,  or  who 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  pa- 
pers before  us,  to  entertain  the  -shadow  of 
doubt.  It  has  been  stated,  that  the  resour- 
ces of  the  vizier's  dominions  were  abun- 
dant and  daily  increasing  ;  if  that  had 
really  been  the  case,  I  might  have  doubt- 
ed a  little  the  necessity  of  the  measures  of 
the  noble  lord.  It  is  extraordinary,  but 
no  less  true,  that  the  very  papers  produc- 
ed to  substantiate  the  charges  against  the 
noble  lord,  afibrd  abundant  means  of  re- 


futing them.  Lord  ComwalliB  b  a  Letter 
to  the  court  of  directors  datod  .16th  Nov. 
1787,  says,  '  I  cannot  however  express 
'  how  much  I  was  concerned  daring  my 
'  short  residence  at  his  capital,  and  my 

*  progress  through  his  dominions,  to  be 
'  witness  of  the  msordered  state  of  his  fi« 

<  nances,  and  of.  the  desolate  appearance 
<of  his  ebuntry. .     The  evils  were  too 

<  alarming  to  adnHt  of  palliation.'  (No.  2. 
p.  4). — In  a  letter  to  the  vizier,  dated  24th 
Jan.  1793,  his  lordship  says,  '  On  my  re* 
'  turn  from  the  war  in  the  Decan,  1  had 
'  the  mortification  to  find  that,  afiter  a  pe- 
'.  riod  of  5  years,  the  evils  which  bad  pre* 

*  vailed  at  the  beginning  of  that  time,  had 
'  increased ;  that  your  Inances  bad  i^Uen 
'  into  a  worse  state,  by  an  enormous  accu- 
'  mulation  of  debt ;  that  the  aame  oppres- 

*  sion  continued  to  be  exercised.  Though 
'  the  Subsidy  is  at  present  paid  up  with 
^  regularity,  yet  I  cannot  risk  my  reputa- 
^  tion,  nor  neglect  my  duty,  by  remaining 

*  a  silent  spectator  oi  evils  which  will,  in 

*  the  end,  and  perhaps  that  end  is  not  very 

*  remote,  render  abortive,  even  your  ex- 

*  cellency's  earnest  desire  that  the  sub- 
'  sidy  shall  be  punctually  paid.'  (No.  2. 
p.  1 1 ). — ^In  a  letter  from  "lord  Cornwallis 
to  the  vizier,  dated  12th  Aug..  1793,  his 
lordship  says,  ^  It  is  well  known,  not  only 

*  throughout.Hindostan,  but  to  all  Europe, 
'  that  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of 
'  peace  during  so  many  years,  the  revenues 

<  of  your  excellency's  dominions  are  di- 
f  minished  beyond  all  conjecture.'  (No.  2. 
p.  16). — Lord  Teignmouth  in  his.£vidence, 
being  asked, '  Can  your  lordship  give  the 
'  committee  an  account  of  the  state  of  the 
'  administration  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  }' 
His  lordship's  answer  is,  '  I  would  rather 
'  speak  generally,  as  to  what  I  know  of  it. 
'  All  the  Papersprinted by  the  house  suf- 
'  ficiently  shew  what  the  state  of  that 
'  country  was :  that  its  administration  was 
'  exceedingly  bad  in  all  its  departments  ; 

*  the  whole  administration  was  as  bad  as 

<  it  well  could  be  in  all  its  departments,' 
'  and  it  was  the  perpetual  object  6f  gOTem*> 
'  ment  to  prevail  on  the  nabob  to  make  a 
'  change  in  his  administration. .  Lord  Com<- 

<  waliis  had  attempted  it,  and  it  wis  equally 
'  urged  by  the  government  abroad  and  the 
'  company  at  hone.'  And  his  lordship 
added, '  I  think  in  Oude  there  was  no  jiis»-' 
'  tice  at  all.'  (p.  22). — ^Mr.  Cowper  in  his 
Evidence,  says, '  It  is  impossible   t6   con*> 

<  ceive  a  state  of  greater  anarchy  or  mis- 
'  rule  than  prevailed  in  the  doininiona  of 
'  Oude :    as  &r  hack  as  I  can  recQllec|» 
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*  th^re  has  been  neither  law,  nor  justice, 
'  nor  subordination  !'  Mr.  Cowper  being 
asked, '  As  far  as  yon  had  the  knowledge, 
'  did  the  resources  of  the  country  decline 
'  during  your  knowledge  of  them  ?'  His 
answer  is, '  Tliey  continued  to  decline  from 
'  the  iirst  acquaintance  I  had  with  the  do- 
'  minions  of  Oude,  till  the  last  hour  of  my 
'  staying  in  India.'  [Mr.  Cowper  had  been 
in  India  from  May  1769  till  Feb.  1801]. 
Being  asked, '  Were  they  in  a  progressive 
'  state  of  decline  during '  the  whole  of  this 
'  time  ?*  His  answer  is,  *  Yes.*  '  To  what 
'  cause  do  you  suppose  that  decline  of  the 
'  revenues  is  to  be  attributed  ?'  /To  the 
'  total  want  of  all  government  in  that  coun- 
'  try/  (p.  46). — ^We  hare  also,  to  confirm 
this,  the  evidence  of  major  Ousely, 
the  aid-de-<amp  of  the  vizier.  He  says, 
^  As  to  the  state  of  the  Duab,  I  can  speak 
'  with  accuracy,  but  I  cannot  to  the  whole 
^  kingdom  of  Oude  :  that  part  called  the 
'  Buab  I  found  in  a  state  of  great  anarchy, 
'  a  total  want  of  law,  or  justice,  and  every 

*  thing  else :  nothing  but  violation  of  pro- 
'  perty  of  all  kinds,  and  banditti  ranging 
'  over  the  whole  of  it,  a  total  direlection 
'  from  every  thing  like  justice.'  Major 
Qusely  being  asked,  *  Have  you  any 
'  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Kevenues 

*  in  Oude,  under  the  government  of  the 

*  nabob  ?  His  answer  is,  '  I  understood 
^  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  annual  de- 
'  crease  or  decay.'  (p.  64-). — This  is  the 
account  of  the  civil  administration  in 
Oude.  The  military,  if  possible,  was 
worse.  By  a  reference  to  the  Papers  be- 
fore us,  we  find  that  the  reform  of  the 
Milttat>y  Establishment  of  the  vizier  had 
been  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
British  government,  from  our  earliest  con- 
nection with  Oude.  Lord  Cornwall  is,  lord 
Teignmouth,  and  every  succeeding  gover- 
nor general  had  directed  his  attention  to 
this  object,  and  we  are  informed  by  Mr. 
CJowper  in  his  evidence,  ^  That  the  uni- 
'  form  opinion  of  the  court  of  directors 
'  was,  that  nothing  could  be  moTe  ruinoas 
'  to  the  state  and  the  aflairs  of  Oude,  than 
'  the  existence  of  those  troops.*  (p.  46).— 
And  Mr.  Cowper  further  observes,  '  That 
'  the  most  earnest  recommendations  to 
'their  council  were,  to  prevail  on  the  na- 

*  bob  to  reduce  them  as  much  as  possible, 
^  as  much  as  was  consistent  with  the  safe- 

*  ty  of  the  coun^,  and  the  collection  of 
'  the  revenues.'  (p.  46). — For  military  pur- 
poses there  was  no  question  as  to  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  vizier's  troops  f  but  we 
are  told  by  major  Ousely  (p.  64}^  tha^  I 


they  were  unequal  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  ;  he  says,  '  1  believe  at  first  the 
'  nabob  was  very  willing  to  disband  his 
'  army,  finding  them  totally  insufficient 
'  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  reve- 
'  nues,  and  for  the  subordination  of  his 
'  countiy.' — Sir  James  Craig,  who  com- 
manded in  Oude,  being  desired  to  state 
his  opinion  as  to  the  efficiency,  and  disci- 
pline of  the  troops  of  the  vizkr  in  the 
years  1798,-9,  and  1800,  says,  'They 
'  were  totally  undisciplined  ;  mutinous, 
'  licentious,  and  many,  battalions  not  arm- 
ed.' being  asked, '  Were  they  attached 
'  to  the  person  and  the  government  of  Sa* 
'  dut  ali  Khan,  the  nabob  of  Oude  ?'  Sir 
James  Craig  answered,  *  I  never  had  much 
'  communication  with  them,  but  I  always 
'  understood    the  reverse ;    and,    I  know 

*  the  nabob  himself  considered  them  in 
'  that  light.'  (p.  97). — ^The  /Extracts  to 
which  I  have  presumed  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
incontestably  prove  that  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  the  vizier's  government 
was  radically  bad  ;  and  that  the  interests 
and  safety  of  the  vizier  and^  of  the  East 
India  company  required  that  these  grow- 
ing evils  should  be  corrected.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  state  of  internal  disorder,  Oude 
was  threatened  with  external  danger,  by 
the  approach  of  Zeman  Shah.  Under 
all  these  circumstances,-  the  measures  pur- 
sued by  the  noble  lord  in  Oude  appear  to 
have  been  founded  in.  the  wisest  policy, 
as  well  as  in  the  strictest  justice,  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  evidence 
of  major  Ousely,  that  those  measures 
have  promoted  the  real  interests  and  hap- 
piness of  tlie  vizier,  and  of  his  people. — 
The .  following  Extract  of  a  letter  to  the 
governor  general,  dated  4th  of  Dec.  1 800, 
shews  that  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord 
with  respect  to  Oude,  was  highly  approv- 
ed of  by  the  court  of  directors.  They 
say,  *  That  they  entertained  a  due  sense 
'  of  the  hiffhly  essential  services  of  the 

*  marquis   Wellealey  in  the   persevering 

*  zeal  with  which  he  effected  a  reform  in 
'  the  military  establishment  of  the  nabob 
5  vizier,  a'  measure  not  less  contributing 
'  to  the  preservation  of  his  excellency's 
'  dominions,  than  to  the  relief  of  the  com- 
^pany's  finances,  by  furnishing  a  large 
'  additional  subsidy,  to  the  annual  amount 
'  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  to  reimburse  the 
'  charges  of  the  late  augmentation  of  our 
'  taroops  in  that  quarter,  so  necessary  to  be 
'  made  in  view  to  the  ultimate  security  of 

*  our  possessions  against  tb«  iayasion  of 
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'  Zemaa  Shah,  or  of  aoy  olber  |Kiwer 
'  hostile  to  the  British  interests :  and  thfit 
'  they  had  the  firmest  reliance  upon  the 

*  continuance  of  his  lordship's  exertions 
'  for  introducing  the  necessary  improve- 

<  ments  into  the  civil  administration  of  the 
'  afiairs  of  the  nabob  vizier/ — ^And  the 
Secret  Committee  in  a  letter  dated  the 
19th  Nov.  1803>  approved  of  the  conduct 
of  marquis  Wellesley  in  the  following 
terms :  '  Having  taken  into  our  considera- 
'  tiou  tile  treaty  lately  concluded  between 
'  the  governor  gen.  and  the  nabob  visier 
«  we  have  now  to  signiiy  our  approbation; 
'.of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.     We 

<  consider  the  stipulations  therein  contain- 

*  ed«  as  calculated   to   improve  and  se- 

<  cure  the  interests  of  the  vizier  as  well 
«  as  those  of  the  company,  and  to  provide 
'  more  efFectually  hereafter  for  the  good 
'  government  and  prosperity  of  Oude, 
'  consequently  tor  the  happiness  of  its  na« 
'  tive  inhabitants.' — ^We  nnd  in  the  "Car- 
natic  Papers  laying  upon  our  table,  that 
in  the  war  with  Hyder  Ali  in  1780,-81, 
and  82,  lord  Macartney,  then  governor  of 
Madras,  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
assume  the  management  of  the  revenues 
of  the  Carnatic,  in  order  to  have  securi^ 
for  the  paytQent  of  the  nabob's  subsi- 
dy.— In  the  war  with  Tippoo  Sultan  in 
(790,  lord  Corawallis  had  recourse  to 
the  same  expedient;  and  a  treaty  was 
concluded  with  the /nabob,  by  which  the 
collection  of  the  revenues  was  to  be  as- 
signed to  the  Company  during  war, — ^not 
merely  the  necessity  of  this  temporary  as- 
signment during  war,  but  the  necessity  of 
having  permanent  territorial  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  subsidy,  was  so  evident 
to  a  noble  friend  of  mine  (lord  Bucking- 
hamshire) who  resided  over  the  govern* 
ment  of  Madras  with  so  much  honour  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  the  public,  that 
he  endeavoured  by  every  means  in  his 
power  to  modify  tlie  then  existing  treaty 
with  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic  ;  on  that 
principle,  the  Court  of  Directors  highly 
approved  of  the  coiidiict  of  mr  noble 
friend,  and  lamented  that  his  zealous  en-^ 
deavours  had  ndt  proved  succassiul ;  as, 
in  their  opinion,  nothing  short  of  the  mo- 
dification proposed,  was  likely  to  answer 
any  beneficial  purpose;  and  lord  Welles- 
ley,  OR  going  to  India,  was  instructed  to 
accompush  that  ek^eet  Territorial  pos- 
aession,j  therefore,  instead  of  subsidy,  has 
been  a  principle  acted  upon  'in  India  by 
the  predecessors  of  lord  Wellesley,  and  re- 
commended and  sanctioned  by  toe  ^^lest 


audiority  at  hOme.*^fai  considering  thi* 
important  subjeeC,  it  appears  necessary  %o 
take  a  short  view  of  the  political  state  of 
India,  at  the  time  the  nobU  loid  asanmed 
the  charge  of  that  govanunent.  Tippoa 
Sultan,  compelled  by  lord  Comwallis  to 
purchase  a  peace  under  the  walls  of  his 
capital,  by  the  surrender  of  one  half  of 
his  domimons,  by  the  payment  of  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  by  delivering  up  two 
of  his  sons  as  hostages  for  the  due  per-> 
formance  of  that  treaty, — ^from  this  me^ 
ment  had  been  seeking  the  means  of  re*' 
venge.  He  had  connected  himself  more 
closely  with  the  French,. from  whom  he 
actually  received  sueceurs  of  troops.  He 
had  stirred  up  Zemaun  Shaw  and  other  na<« 
tive  powers  against  us,  and  the  Camatie 
was  tnreatened  with  the  renewal  of  war. 
^*The  court  of  the  Niaem  was  entirely 
controuled  by  French  infiueiKe,  amd 
there  waa  at  "Hydrabad  a  large  aiid  well 
disciplined  native  force  under  Freaoh  offi-' 
cers,  ready  to  co-operate  with  TippoO 
Sultan,  menacing  the  weakest  pwt  of  our 
possessions  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel.^— 
A  formidable  native  force,  under  SOO 
French  officers,  nominally  in  .the  service 
of  Scindia ;  but  in  reality  totally  inde<* 
pendant  of  him«  was  stationed  on  the  most 
vulnerable  part  of  our  Bengal  frontier 
(Oude) ;  and  M.  Perron,  who  commanded 
that  force,  also  commanded  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  was  in  the.  receipt  of  an 
annual  revenue  of  upwards  of  one  million 
sterling.  Let  us  for  one  moment  look  at 
the  amount  of  this  for€e.«-^The  army  of 
Tippoo  Sultan  amounted  to  94^000'  men, 
50,000  of  which,  with  a  train  o£  1 30  pieces 
of  artillerv,  he  afterwards  brougkl  into  the 
field  against  us.  The  Frenoh  force  at 
Hydrabad  consisted  of  15/X)0 .  native 
troops,  and  GO  field  pieces^  The  French 
force  under  M.  Perron,  consisted  of 
40,000  well  disciplined  native  troops,  and 
280  pieces  of  Artillery,  making  altogether 
a  regular  field  force  of  105,000  men,  and 
a  train  of  470  pieces  of  AttiUery.  If  to 
this  we  add  the  armies  of  Scindia,  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  and  of  Holkar,  amomrtin^ 
to  95,000  cavalry,  30,000  infantry  aira 
400  guns,  we  shall  find  there  was  a  force 
of  no  less  than  230,000  men  and  870  sramr, 
which>  in  my  epinioh,  wonki  have  oeto 
brought  into  the  fieU  ag sunst  ds  if  that 
formidable  confoderacy  had  not  been  de* 
feated,  by  the  foresight,  the  promptitude, 
and  the  vigour  of  die  measures  pursued  by 
the  noble  lonL-^^This  force  is  iadependaht 
of  Zetaaun.Shaw's  arayi  whicli  Mdaoed 
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Oude,  and  of  the  army  of  the  l^inffii.  Be- 
sides these  dangers  with  which  w«  were 
threatened  at  the  time  the  noble  lord  took 
chari^  of  the  Indian  gotenunent,  he 
found  an  empty  trestsory  and  oor  cred^  99 
]ow>  that  the  company^s  8  per  cent  paper 
was  at  a  discount  of  more  than  20  per  cent. 
I  would  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  situation  in  which  we  should 
at  this  moment  stand,  threatened  as  India 
is  by  the  ruler  of  France,  if  the  measures  of 
the  noble  lord  not  been  carried  into  efibet  ? 
I  would  ask,  what  our  prospects  would  be 
if  a  large  French  force,  reaching  the  north- 
western frontier  of  India,  were  to  be  there 
joined  by  40,000  well  disciplined  natii^e 
troops,  under  French  officers,  and  200  pieces 
of  Artillery,  with  every  necessary  equip- 
ment for  an  army,  and  with  the  resources 
of  a  country,  yielding  an  annual  revenue 
of  above  one  million  stterling  ? — ^If  Oude, 
our  frontier,  was  in  the  disordered  and 
distracted  state  in  which  it  was  found  by 
the  noble  lord^  with  its  army  as  described 
by  Sir  James  Craig,  totally  tmdisciplined, 
5  mutinous,  licentious,  unarmed,  and  dis* 
» affected  to  their  prince  and  his  govem- 
'  ment/  I  think  we  might  tremble  for  the 
safety  of  India.  But  if,  in  addition  to  this, 
there  was  a  force  of  1 3,000  men  and(JO  gutts, 
under  Fiiench  of&cers  at  Hydrabad,  threat- 
ening the  northern  Circars  and  tocutofFall 
communication  by  land  between  Madras 
and  Bengal? — ^If  Tippoo  Sultan  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  Siifficiently  powerful  to 
meet  us  as  he  did>  single  handed  in  the  field } 
If'Scindiah,  the  rajah  of  Berar,and  Holkar, 
were  combined  against  us  ?  And  if  French 
intifuence  pervaded  every  court  in  India  ? 
I  think  there  is  no  man  that  hears  me  so 
sanguine  as  to  believe  that,  under  these 
circumstances.  We  could  tetain  our  domi- 
nion in  the  East. -^Fortunately,  these  dan- 
gers have  been  averted  by  the  noble  lord. 
He  augmented  the  British  force  in  Oude 
to  guard  against  the  attack  that  was  me- 
naced by  Zemaun  Shah,  and  directed  the 
whole  of  his  attention  to  overcome  our 
foreign  eitemies.  The  French  force  at 
Hydrabad,  and  the  FVeftch  iA^n^nce  at 
that  couH,  were  completely  annihilated. 
This  able  measure  Was  followed  up  by  the 
ConchMiioft  of  a  treaty  witft*  the  Ni2am,  by 
wtti($h  our  Subsidiary  fotrce  was  considera-> 
bly  augmented,  and  British  influence  was 
established.  In  the  short  spaee  of  two 
A^nths,  fifom  the  time  the  army  tinder  ge- 
neral tiarris  crossed  our  frontier,  Tippoo 
fiultan,  in  the  vain  attempt  to  defend  his 
c^pftai,  lotti  hiB  life;  and  bik  dominion 


surrendered  tor  tlie  British  power.-^The 
Petshiws,  driven  by  Scindiah .  and  Holkar 
fkvni  hi»  capital,  and  obliged  to  take  re- 
fi^  at  Bonbay,  was  restored  to  his  antho* 
rity,  and  a  subsidiary  treaty  was  concluded 
with  lum,  similar  to  that  with  the  Nizam. 
•— X^uttac,  the  only  maritime  territory 
of  the  Marhattas  on  the  coast  of  Core- 
mandel,  ever  considered  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, as  connecting  our  possessions  in 
Bengal  with  those  A'  Madras,  and  as 
shuttiiq^  out  the  French  firom  aH  coinmu- 
nication  with  the  Mahrattas,  on  that  side 
of  India;  was  ac^ired. —  Acquisitions, 
nearly  as  important,  were  made  on  the 
coast  of  Malabar,  excluding  the  French  in 
that  qnarter^^ — In  less  than  three  months, 
lord  Lake  (a  name  it  is  impossible  to  men- 
tion but  with  the  deepest  concern)  gained 
three  brilliant  victories-— in  which  he  de- 
stroyed 31  battalions  of  Perron's  army, 
and  took  268  guns.  A  gallant  officer,  an 
honourable  member  of  this  house,  in  two 
brilliant  actions,  at  Assaye  and  Argautn; 
whichr  for  conduct  in  the  general,  and 
determined  bravery  in  the  troops,  have 
never  been  surpassed — and  where,  if  ever 
victories  were  gained  by  the  exertions 
and  example  of  an  individual,  they  were 
gained  on  those  occasions,  by  the  exer- 
tions and  example  of  my  hon.  friend;  in 
those  two  actions,  he  completely  defeated 
the  armies  of  Scindiah  and  die  Rajah  of 
Berar,- destroyed  the  remaining  battalions 
of  Perron's  army  and  toc^  1 36  guns.— 
These  glorious  victories  were  followed  by 
advantageous  treaties  of  peace. —  These 
are  a  fow  of  the  splendid  services  of  that 
iilustrionis  character.  Marquis  Wellesley* 
I  will  not  trust  myself  to  speak  of  the  re- 
turn he  has  met  with.  During  a  period  of 
seven  years,  the  most  eventful  in  our  his- 
rory  of  India,  decision,  energy,  and  puri- 
ty marked  every  measure  of  his  adminis- 
tration, and  they  were  crowned  with  suc- 
cess.— ^Thinking  as  I  do  of  the  conduct 
of  that  noble  lords  thinking  that  he  was 
the  saviour  of  British  India,  and  con- 
vinced that  an  au'dent  zeal  to  promote 
the  honour  and  the  real  interests  of  his 
country  governed  every  part  of  \m  can-^ 
duct,  I  diall  oppose  the  Resolutions  moved 
by  the  noble  lord ;  and  shall  most  cor-  . 
dially  concur  in  the  motion  of  the  right 
hOn.*baronet. 

Mr.  Gfwit  differed  from  the  hon.  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  because  he  thought 
the  measures  of  the  noble  marquis  had 
been  extremely  ptejttdf  cial  to  the  interests 
of  tktt  company.    Ha  thotight  the  traas* 
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action  in  Oode,  both  in  its  nature  and  pro- 
greASy  extremely  unjost.  Of  all  the  Im- 
portant questions  that  could  come  under 
the  consideration  of  parliament,  this  was 
the  most  important,  because  to  that  was 
the  last  appeal  to  be  made,  in  case  of  any 
abuse  of  power  in  British  India.  After 
adverting  to  the  circumstances  by  which 
the  company  first  became  invoWed  in  the 
quarrels  of  the  native  princes,  the  hon. 
gent,  said,  that  whatever  might  have  been 
the  opinion  upon  these  subjects,  they  had 
always  considered  treaties  as  sacred.  Mar- 
quis Comwallis  felt  sensibly  for  the  dis- 
orders in  Oude,  but  so  strong  was  his  re- 
gard, for  the  faith  of  treaties^  that  he  never 
mterfered  upon  the  subject^  otherwise  than 
by  remonstrance.  It  was  in  the  breach 
01  the  treaty  that  the  essence  of  the  pre-^ 
sent  question  consisted.  A  solemn  treaty 
had  been  violated  six  months  after  it  had 
been  entered  into,  without  any  material 
change  of  circumstances  to  render  that 
violation  necessary.  The  negociation 
which  led  to  the  new  treaty  was  carried 
on  with  a  series  of  compulsory  mea- 
sures, executed  with  extreme  rigour,  by 
which  the  nabob  was  compeUed,  under 
a  menace  of  the  deprivation  of  his  whole 
territory,  to  agree  to  the  new  treaty, 
whereby  he  was  to  pay  135  lacks  instead  of 
76  lacksof  rupees,  as  a  subsidy,  and  instead 
of  ten  or  thirteen  thousand  troops,  any  un- 
limited number  was  to  be  employed  in  his 
territory.  Thus  the  nabob  had  been  de- 
prived of  the  whole  benefit  of  the  Treaty  of 
1798,  and  yet  in  1806,  the  number  of 
British  troops  employed  in  Oude  did  not 
exceed  11,400.  The  nabob  was  by  these 
means  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  Zemindar 
completely  dependent  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal.  When  Oude  first  threw 
itself  into  our  protection,  it  was  by  treaty, 
and,  except  by  treaty,  we  had  no  right  to 
alter  the  relation  of  that  country  to  our  em- 
pire in  India,  for  the  nabob  had  fully  com- 
plied with  the  treaty  of  1798.  The  time 
at  which  that  treaty  had  been  violated  had 
been  a  time  of  profound  peace.  They 
had  heard  much  of  the  alarm  of  invasion 
by  Zemaun  Shaw,  and  of  the  danger  aris- 
ing from  Buonaparte  being  in  Egypt.  But 
he  had  marquis  Wellesley's  own  authority 
for  saying,  that  the  danger  of  invasion  had 
passed  away  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  by 
the  destruction  of  Zemaun  Shaw.  Here  the 
hon.  director  proceeded  to  read  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  lord  Wellesley  to  the  se- 
cret committee  of  the  court  of  directors. 
This  document  proved  that  the  danger 


from  Zemann  Shaw  had  passed  away  at 
the  time  the  treaty  was  negociated,  and 
he  contended  that  before  the  troops  had 
been  marched  some  communication  ought 
to  have  been  made  to  the  na^b.  The 
demand  of  the  reform  of  his  troops  the 
nabob  seemed  never  to  have  understood, 
but  as  applying  to  their  improvement,  and 
not  to  the  reduction  of  them,  and  there- 
fore^  some  explanation  ought  to  hare  been 
given  to  him  of  what  was  required  of  him. 
On  the  whole,  he  could  not  see  that  the 
occasion  called  for  the  interference.  The 
assumption  of  the  territory  in  the  Camatic, 
which  had  been  done  under  an  imperious 
necessity,  did  not  apply;  and  as  to  the  de- 
position of  Vizier  Ally,  that  event  had 
originated  in  his  own  violence ;  and  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  spurious,  and  not 
of  the  blood  of  Rajah  Sujah  ai  Doulah. 
The  hon.  gent,  denied  that  the  transactions 
in  Oude  had  ever  received  the  sanction  of 
the  court  of  directors  at  the  period  stated 
by  the  hon.  baronet,  and  for  a  good  rea- 
son, because  they  had  not  been' acquainted 
with  them,  and  when  they  were  informed 
respecting  them,  they  had  taken  the  course 
that  the  occasion  called  for.  -It  was  not 
till  the  24th  of  June  1802,  that  the  treaty 
had  been  communicated  to  the  council  of 
Calcutta,  six  months  after  the  transaction 
had  taken  place,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  case  arose  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  noble  marquis  having 
taken  upon  himself  to  violate  the  treaty  of. 
1798,  and  to  take  one  half  of  the  province 
of  Oude  from  its  sovereign.  It  might  be 
asked  what  was  now  to  be  done?  He 
would  not  take  upon  him  to  say,  but  he 
thought  that  substantial  justice  ought  to  be 
done  in  soihe  manner.  The  character 
of  .this  country  was  its>deai*est  possession, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  that  character 
would  be  ciHnpromised,  if  the  house  should 
not,  with  a  view  to  national  honour  and 
national  justice,  express  its  disapprobation 
of  this  transaction. 

Sir  John  Ansiruther,  in  expianartion,  de- 
nied that  he  had  thrown  out  any  aspersion 
on  the  administration  of  lord  Teignmouth, 
although  he  thought  it  a  government  more 
of  mildness  than  of  vigour. 

Mr.  WalUux  declin^  entering  into  any 
detailed  examination  of  the  Papers  on  the 
table,  but  vindicated  lord  Wellesleyife  con- 
duct from  the  great  feature  of  his  admi- 
nistration. With  respect  to  the  Resolu- 
tions of.th^  nobl^lord,  they  kept  short  of 
moving  an  impeachment;  but  lord  W. 
was  not  much  obliged  to  him  for-th^ti 
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because,  if  the  stigma  affixed  upoii  his 
condact  was  just,  the  house  could  not,  con- 
sistently with  its  own  honour,  and  ths^t  of 
the  country,  forbear  prosecuting  him  be- 
fore a  higher  tribunal.     Our  connection 
with  Oude,  he  maintained,  originated  in 
absolute  conquest,  and  all  that  the  nabob 
or  his  family  possessed  they  owed  to  Bri- 
tish munificence.     In  the  treaty  of  1798, 
it  was  stipulated,  that  if  there  were  more- 
than  1 3,000  men  in  the  country  of  the 
nabob  of  Oude,  he  was  to  be  charged  with 
the  support  of  them  ;  and  if  there  were 
less  than  8,000,  there  was  to  be  a  propor- 
tionate deduction  in  the  subsidy,  and  there 
was  also  in  the  treaty  an  established  right 
of  general  interference  in  the  government. 
*On  lord  Wellesley's  arrival  in  India  there  j 
was  the  loudest  call  for  this  interference. 
There  was  no  protection  either  for  the 
person  or  property  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
they  were  oppressed  by  a  large,  useless, 
licentious,  and  he  luight  add,  disaffected 
army.     In  support  of  this  statement  he 
quoted  the  authority  of  sir  James  Craig ; 
and  if  this  was  true,  lord  W.  had  two  things 
to  do,  to  substitute  a  force  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and  to  get  rid  of  an  army 
which  only  served  to  burthen  the  country. 
Of  the  necessity  of  this  reform  in  his  army 
the  resident  of  the  nabob  himself  was  con- 
vinced.    But  before  a  negociation  for  this 
purpose  could  be  set  on  foot,  a  voluntary 
proposition  was  made  by  the  nabob  to  ab- 
dicate his  government.     This  proposition 
lord  W.  met  with  eagerness.    But  was  his 
acquiescence  in  a  proposition  which  was 
likely  to  be  productive  of  the  b^st  effects 
to  the  people  of  that  country,  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  overweening  ambition  of  the 
noble  lord?    If  this  was  a  crime  in  the 
noble  lord,  the  hon.  gent,  declared  that  it 
WIS  one  in  which  he  deeply  partook.    But 
so  far  from  its  being  a  criminal  act,  he 
thought  lord  W.  would  have  been  wanting 
in  his  duty,  not  to  have  embraced  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so  much  good,  by  trans- 
ferring the  inhabitantsof  an  oppressed  and 
distressed  province,  to  subjection  to  the 
mild  laws  of  a  British  government.     In 
these  circumstances,  British  troops  were 
sent  into  the  country ;  and  this  measure 
t^'as,  in  the  first  place,  perfectly  consonant 
with  the  treaty ;  and  in  the  next  place,  it 
was  in  the  then  situation  of  the  province 
of  Oude,  absolutely  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  which  was  essential 
at  the  time  to  the  protection  of  the  British 
dominions.     It  was  incumbent  on  those 
who  contended,  that  our  power  was  then 


abused,  to  shew  either  that  our  territory 
was  not  threatened,  or  that  the  troops  o§ 
the  nabob  were  adequate  to  his  defence  ; 
neither  of  which  propositions  could  be 
made  out  if  attention  was  paid  to  the  hos- 
tile demonstrations  of  the  Mahratta  powers^ 
or  to  the  state  of  the  nabob's  army.  And 
if  a  British  force  ^^'as  necessary,  the  only 
question  remaining  to  be  settled  was^  whe- 
ther the  number  of  troops  sent  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Oude  were  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  its  defence ;  for  if  they 
were  not  more  than  what  the  exigency  of 
af&irs  required,  we  were  authorised  by  one 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  to  demand 
that  the  expences  of  the  army  should  be 
deirayedby  the  nabob;  and  if  this  could  not 
be  done  by  any  other  means,  to  take  pos- 
session of  his  territory  as  a  security.  On 
these  grounds  he  gave  his  decided  nega- 
tive to  the  Resolutions  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  5.  Luskingtm  (Member  for  Yar- 
mouth) contended,  that  the  observations 
made  by  the  hon.  gent,  who  preceded  him; 
did  not,  in  great  part,  apply  to  the  ques- 
tion then  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  house.  Without  following  him  through- 
out the  extensive  circuit  he  had  taken,  the 
paramount  question  was,  whether  the  cha- 
racter of  Great-Britain,  for  good  faith,  had 
been  preserved  ?  It  was,  whether  the  mar- 
quis Wellesley,  in  those  treaties,  which 
pledged  the  honour  and  credit  of  this  coun- 
try, had  not,  without  any  pretext  on  the  part 
of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  violated  their  spirit 
and  letter,and  consequentlydeterioratedour 
character  with  the  native  powers  of  Hindos- 
tan?  The  hon.  gent,  had  asked,  what  benefit 
could  marquis  Wellesley  acquire  in  keeping 
possession  of  the  principality  of  Oud^  ?  That 
was  not  the  question ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  he  had  continued  in  possession  of  that 
principality  fix>m  1801  until  1805.  The 
noble  marquis  had  disdained  to  regulate 
his  policy  in  the  government  of  India  by 
that  system  which  the  East  India  directors 
had  recommended ;  regardless  of  the  voice 
of  the  British  legislature,  of  t\vo  acts  of  par- 
liament forbidding  the  extension  of  ter- 
ritory, he  had,  confident  in  his  ovm  talents, 
and  in  gratification  of  his  own  ambitious 
views,  abrogated  the  solemn  provisions  of 
ratified  treaties,  and  committed,  by  his 
disregard  of  the  recorded  injunctions  of 
parliament,  the  good  faith  of  the  British 
character,  and  the  security  of  our  posses- 
sions in  India.  It  had  been  said  that  such 
a  system  of  action  was  executed  for  the 
public  good,  that  itwas  not  only  calculated 
to  produce  h^efit  to  Great  Britain,  but  to 
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the  house ;  and  he  relies  on  the  wisdom 
and  liberality  of  his  £uthfiil  commons, 
that  they  will  enable  his  ms^os^y  to  make 
good  his  engagements  with  an  allv  of 
such  appro'ved  hrmness  and  fidelity. 

His  majesty's  message  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday, 
on  the  motion  of  lord  Hawkeshury,  who 
stated  that  copies  of  the  treaty  would  pro- 
|>ab]y  be  delivered  to  their  lordships  be- 
fore they  separated.  The  earl  of  louder- 
dale  asked  if  there  was  any  article  in  the 
treaty,  for  imposing  duties  similar  to  those 
in  the  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  the  or- 
ders of  council  ?  Lord  Hawkesbury  an- 
swered in  the  negative. 

[Exports.]  L^rd  AttMand  held  in  his 
kand,  and  perused  with  satisfaction,  a 
paper  lately  laid  before  their  lordships,  of 
the  amount  of  the  exports  from  this  coun- 
try; which  almost  reached  the  sum  of  40 
millions.  He  had  already  observed  to 
their  lordships  what  a  very  large  proportion 
of  those  exports  were  taken  by  America; 
and  hence  he  had  urged  how  ruinous  to 
our  commerce  the  operation  of  the  Orders 
in  CouttGil  must  prove,  especially  if  car- 
ried to  their  utmost  extent  against  the 
trade  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be 
found,  that  between  the  account  now  in 
his  hand,  and  a  similar  one  presented  last 
year,  there  was  a  difference  of  between 
three  and  four  millions,  but  of  this  falling 
off  he  wsus  not  disposed  to  complain ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  he  must  aavise  their 
lordships  to  prepare  their  minds  for  a  very 
different  statement  next  year,  ^euld  the 
measure  of  the  Orders  in  Council  be  un- 
fcrtunately  persisted  in  to  their  present  ex- 
tent. The  noble  lord  further  obsenred 
that,  in  order  more  precbely  to  ascertain 
the  difference  between  the  two  years  in 
the  different  branches  of  our  manufactures, 
he  should  now  move,  •'  That  there  be  kid 
before  the  house  an  account  of  the  iamount 
of  the  value  of  the  Exports  for  the  last 
three  months,  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1^808.** 

'  The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  would  not  ob- 
ject to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord ;  but 
he  could  not  help  remarking  the  difierence 
ef  tone  which  the  noble  lord  assumed 
ort  the  :same  subject  this  year,  from  whut 
he  had  assumed  in  the  preceding  year. 
Last  year  bis  observations  were  accom- 
panied with  a  warm  panegyric  on  the 
late  administration.  This  year  there  was 
no  panegyric  on  his  majesty's  present 
ministers. 

Lord  Auckland  said  it  was  too  mucbfor 


ihe  noble  earl  to  expect  m  panegyric  on  the 
present  occasion,  unless  he  should  praise 
ministers  for  the  diminution  in  the  exf^rts 
of  the  country  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
four  millions.  He  bad  indeed  adverted  to 
that  falling  off;  but  he  had  said,  he  did  not 
complaii!!  of  it.  To  panegyrise  ministers 
must  surely  have  savoured  of  irony. 

Lord  Sumhcpe  advised  ministers  not  to 
provoke  comparisons  between  their  own 
conduct  and  tnat  of  their  predeceisors.  In 
the  conduct  of  the  latter  there  was  every 
thing  good,  in  that  of  the  former  nothing 
but  mischief. — ^The  question  was  then  put 
and  agreed  to. 

J  Offices  in  Retsrsion  Bill.] — On  the 
er  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  house 
resolving  itself  into  a  committee  on  this 
bill. 

Lord  Ardm  rose  to  oppose  the  measure 
altogether.  Nothing  had  occurred  to  hia 
mind  since  the  question  was  hst  agitated 
to  induce  him  to  depart  from  the  opinion 
he  had  then  expressed ;  he  should,  there* 
forOi  still  persist  in  considering  the  bill  as 
an  infringement  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown ;  and,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
brought  before  their  lordships,  he  might 
also  ralrly  contend  that  it  vras  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  pAvileges  of  their  lordships' 
house.  He  could  not  but  express  1»8  ap« 
prehension  of  what  might  be  the  conse- 
ouence's  of  their  lordships'  acquiescing  in 
the  measure.  He  would,  however,  refer 
them  to  the  measures  that  were  vritnessed 
in  this  country  in  the  year  1641,  and  to 
the  conseouences  with  which  they  had 
been  attended.  They  afibrded  so  strong  a 
lesson  to  him  on  the  present  occasion,  that 
he  must  give  his  decided  negative  to  the 
bill  going  into  a  committee,  as  lie  com- 
pletely despaired  that  it  would  be  possible, 
by  any  amendment,  to  free  it  from  the  ob- 
jections to  which  he  thousht  ft  liablev  He 
should  therefore  move»  &at  the  order  be 
discharged. 

Lord  Boringdom  was  at  a  loss  how  the 
bill  could  be  viewed  in  the  Kght  in  which 
the  noble  loixi  seemed  to  consider  it  It 
was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  bill  to 
infringe  the  prerogative  of  thei  erewok  .  Ki 
object  merely  was  to  suspend  the  granting 
of  places  in  reversion  for  a  time  to  b# 
limited;  such  at  least  he  underatoodwteld 
be  one  of  ^fae  amendments  proposed  in 
the  committee  ?  and  on  the  ground  of  that 
intended  amendment  it  was  m&t  he  should 
vdte  that  the  bill  be  committed.  '  That 
suspension  of  die  exercise  of  the  preroga- 
tive he  could  not  view  a*  all  iafringeiMit 
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of  it ;  nor  could  it  be  fairly  supposed  that 
the  measare  was  unacceptable  to  the  crown. 
It  must  be  remembered  by  all  their  lord- 
ships, that  ip  the  last  session  of,  parliament 
it  was  recommended  by  his  majesty,  in 
the  speeeh  delivered  by  the  commission- 
ers, that  both  houses  of  parliament  should 
pay  an  early  attention  to  the  best  means  of 
introducing  economy  into  the  public  ex- 
penditure. The  recommendation  proceed- 
ed, no  doubt,  from  the  address  of  the  house 
of  commons  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
his  majesty  would  not  in  ^ture  grant  any 
places  in  reversion.  Here  then  it  appear- 
ed that  the  measure,  as  proposed  by  the 
other  house,  was  a  part  of  a  system  of 
economy  which  the  present  situation  of  the 
country  seemed  justly  to  call  for ;  and  that, 
as  such,  it  was  recommended  from  the 
throne.  How  then  could  noble  lords  ob- 
ject to  the  bill  in  toto,  as  an  infringement 
on  the  prerogative  ?  If  it  was  intejided  to 
make  it  a  permanent  legislative  measure, 
he  should  object  to  it  also;  and  look  upon 
it  be,  in  some  measure,  an  encroachment 
on  the  usage  of  the  prerogative.  But  the 
reason,  as  he  already  stated,  for  the  bill 
going  into  a  committee,  was,  that  in  the 
committee  he  expected  its  duration  would 
•be  limited.  He  did  not  expect  any  great 
saving  would  be  made  by  it  to  the  public ;' 
nor  would  he  allow  it  to  be  a  permanent 
legislatrve  measure  ;  but  he  was  anxious  it 
should  be  iiaiirly  entertained  out  of  respect- 
to  the  opinion  of  the  other  house,  and  to 
the  recommendation  that  opinion  had  re- 
ceived from  the  throne.  He  did  not  con- 
ceive that  any  inconsistency  would  be  im- 
pu^'to  him  on  account  of  any  diflference 
in  the  opinion  he  had  expressed  of  this 
measure,  when  it  had  in  a  former  session 
been  before  the  house..  His  opinion  was 
then,  as  it  waa  now,  guided  by  the  same 
principle  and  the  same  spirit ;  and  under 
diat  impression,  he  should  vote  for  com- 
mitting the  bill. 

Lord  Redesdak  argued,  with  great 
warmth,  against  the  bill.  It  was  not  only 
an  infringement  of  the  prerogative,  but  an 
encroachment  on  the  privileges  of  that 
house.  The  increasing  influence  of  the 
erown  was  a  topic  which,  in  all  tiines,  it 
had  been  feshionable  to  dwell  upon.  Shice 
Mr.  Burke^s  femous  bill,  he  Would,  how- 
ever, contend  that  the  influence  of  the 
orawn  had  been  diminished  rather  than 
kicreased.  Since  that  period,  the  com- 
mercial wealth  of  the  Country  had  very 
oofuMerably  augmented ;  and^  with  it, 
4tie  ptice  of  hod  had  abo  risen,    J5o  that. 


upon  due  consideration,  it  would  appear 
that  the  influence  of  the  other  orders  of 
the  community  had  increased,  while  that 
of  the  crown  remained  stationary,  or,  in 
comparison,    seemed  to  decrease.     The 
fdrm  and  hianner  in  which  the  bill  was 
brought  in,  had  also  much  in  it  to  alarm 
their  lordships  ;  it  appeared  to  him  in  the 
shape  of  a  threat,  or  as  the  commencement 
of  measures  the  consequence  of  which  we 
might  too  late  deplore.     He  agreed  with 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Arden)  in  repre- 
senting it  as  one  that  might  remind  their 
lordships  of  the  year  164-1,  and  of  the  ca- 
lamities that  ensued.     He  could  see  no- 
thing to  fear  in  the  influence  of  the  crown ; 
it  was  no  more  than  it  ought  to  be  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  dignity,  and  for 
the  security  of  the  privileges  of  that  house, 
with  which  the  security  and  authority  of 
the  throne  were  so  nearly  connected.    As 
in  other  things,  the  terrors  of  the  mfluence 
of  the  crown  continued  afler  the  cause  of 
these  terrors  had  long  ceased.    There  •ni'sls 
nothing  now  in  that  influence  justly  to 
alarm  the  country.    It  was  fiilly  counter- 
balanced by  the  growing  influence  of  the 
other  estates.    But  we  were  told  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  measure  to  go  any 
further  than  to  a  temporary  suspension  of 
the  prerogative.    Whether  the  bill  was  for 
one,  or  two  years,  or  four  years,  was  just 
the  same  to  him.    It  was  the  principle, 
not  the  duration  of  the  measure,  he  ob- 
jected to  ;  in  the  principle  was  the  mi^ 
chief  of  it,  and  he  would  oppose  it  in  the 
very  beginning.    It  was  the  beginning  of 
every  evil  that  ought  to  be  resisted,  be- 
cause resistance  misht  afterwards  be  fruit- 
less.   Let  their  lordships  look  Co  the  be- 
ginning of  the  French  revolution.    Let 
them  consider  what  irreparable  mischief 
followed  the  advice  of  M.  Neckar  to  in- 
crease the  number,  and  consequently  the  . 
weight  of  the  tiers  etat.    The  tiers  etat 
prevailed;  the  nobility  were  soon  pro- 
scribed, despoiled  of  their  possessions,  and  « 
driven  into  beggary  and  exile  ;  and  what 
was  the  pretext  and  cause  of  that  violent 
change  ?  The  reform  of  abuses ;  the  adop- 
tion of  an  economical  system.     If  their 
lordships  were  therefore  wise,  they  would 
meet  this  first  attempt  of  a  similar  nature^ 
and  not  yield  to  it.     For  his  part,  here  he 
should  make  his  stand.    The  other  bouse 
might  propose  such .  measures  of  refbrm 
and  economy,  but  he  was  determined  not 
to  submit. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  \th  the  woolsack 
merely  to  observe,  that  he  had  delivered 
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his  sentiments  fully  on  a  preceding  day  ; 
that  he  cohtinued  in  the  same  persuasion ; 
and  that  this  hill  should  not,  with  his  indivi- 
dual concurrence,  go  into  a  committee. 

Lord  Holland  urged  the  expediency  of 
agreeing  to  the  bill,  and  defended  the 
conduct  of  the  house  of  commons,  which 
he  conceived  to  be  perfectly  constitutional, 
the  amount  of  it  merely  being  an  address 
to  his  majesty  not  to  grant  any  oiFices  in 
reversion  until  six  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session  of  parliament. 
He  differed  with  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  as  to  the  causes  of  the  evils  which 
followed  the  transactions  of  1641  ;  he 
thought  they  were  rather  produced  by 
high  prerogative  lawyers  stretching  the 
prerogative  too  far.  As  to  the  fears  of 
what  bad  been  once  formidable  remaining 
-  when  the  danger  had  ceased,  it  might  be 
to  that  sentiment  that  we  might  attribute 
the  terrors  some  people  even  now  bad  of 
the  pope,  and  their  fears  for  the  return  of 
queen  Mary.  He  intreated  their  lordships 
not  to  reject  the  bill ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
by  agreeing  to  it,  to  shew  their  disposition 
to  concur  in  measures  of  public  economy. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  objected  to  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  no  necessity  for  it  bad 
been  proved ;  there  was  nothing  but  the 
mere  statement  in  the  preamble. that  it 
was  expedient,  but  why  it  was  expedient 
was  not  shewn ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion, 
was  not  a  suihcicient  ground  for  calling 
upon  the  king  to  give  up  a  long-used  pre- 
rogative. He  thought  the  bill  ought  to 
be  discussed  there  on  its  own  merits,  with- 
out mixing  with  it  any  question  about  the 
conduct  of  the  bouse  of  commons. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  also  objected  to  the 
bill,  on  a  similar  ground.  He  did  not 
think  the  bill  at  all  a  measure  of  public 
economy ;  or  that  it  had  any  greater  con- 
nection with  public  economy  than  with 
the  Greenland  whale-fishery.  ITie  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown  must  be  always 
considered  to  exist  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  ;  but  in  this  case  there  was,  in  his 
opinion,  no  object  of  public  benefit  to  be 
attained.  Under  the  circumstances,  how- 
ever, in  which  this  bill  came  to  the  house, 
he  intended,  if  the  order  was  discharged, 
to  move  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
bouse  of  commons,  requesting  a  confer- 
ence, in  order  that  they  might  state  their 
reasons  for  passing  the  bill. 

.Lord  Harr&ti'by  strongly  ur^ed  the  ex- 
pediency of  agreeing  to  the  bill,  with  the 
limitation  intended  to  be  proposed  by  his 
noble  friend,  in  order  that  it  might  be 


considered  in  the  interim,  whether  any  of 
the  offices  granted  in  reversion  ought  to 
be  regulated  or  aboUshed.  Their  lord- 
ships had^  an  important  public  duly  to 
perform ;  they  ought  not  to  be  swayed  by 
influence  on  the  one  hapd,  or  by  clamoor 
on  the  other ;  but  do  steadily  that  which 
seemed  the  best  mode  of  removing  any 
grievance,  or  carrying  into  efiect  any 
proper  plan  of  public  economy.  He  could 
not  see  any  danger  in  agreeing  to  this 
bill ;  if  any  other  measures  should  be  pro- 
posed which  were  ihexpedient  or  impro- 
per, as  his  noble  and  learned  friend  seemed 
to  apprehend,  it  would  be  competent  for 
their  lordships  to  reject  them. 

Earl  Grey. — My  lords;  the  noble  lord 
who  has  just  sat  down,  has  delivered  ob- 
servations so  marked  by  political  pru- 
dence, that  I  should  have  felt  it  unneces- 
sary to  have  troubled  your  lordships,  were 
I  not  unwilling  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a 
question  of  such  vital  importance  at  the 
present  moment  I  have  heard  fall  from 
a  noble  and  learned  lord  (Redesdale)  such 
strange  inferences,  that  1  really  feel  at  a 
loss  in  what  nUanner  to  account  for  them, 
unless  by  supposing  hun  to  be  influenced, 
on  this  occasion,  by  as  strong  a  political 
bigotry,  as  recently  he  was  by  a  religious 
bigotry,  so  violent  as  not  to  have  permitted 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  venture  bis  re- 
turn to  Ireland.  That  learned  lord  has 
declared  his  decided  hostility  to  this  mea- 
sure, principally  upon  three  ffrounds ; 
first,  that  its  advocates  have  afiorded  to 
this  house  no  proofs  of  its  expediency  ; 
next,  that  it  is  a  direct  invasion  of  tne 
royal  prerogative  ;  and  finally,  that  it  is 
objectionable,  from  the  manner  in  which, 
he  asserts,  the  other  house  of  parliament 
has  attempted  to  force  it  upon  the  consi- 
deration of  your  lordships.  My  lords,  in 
the  first  place,  its  expediency  has  appeared 
manifest  to  those  who,  by  the  vote  of  the 
other  house,  a  vote  recommended  by  the 
Speech  fi'om  the  throne,  had,  in  conse- 
quence of  very  accurate  investigation  and 
very  mature  inquiry,  found  that,  in  order 
to  effect  all  the  objects  of  a  salutary  and 
practicable  economy,  an  end  ought  to  be 
put  to  the  granting  of  offices  in  reversion. 
It  was  found,  that  whilst  such  grants  con- 
tinued to  be  made  by  the  crown,  it  was 
impossible  either  to  abolish  or  regulate 
those  offices,  which,  from  a  change  in  cir- 
cumstances, had  considerably  .varied  in 
the  nature  of  their  importance,  and .  the 
extent  of  their  duties,  from  the  neriod 
when  U^ey  were  originally  bestowed.  JM 
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the  noble  and  learned  lord  not  know,  that 
there  were  ofiices  now  enjoyed  by  persons, 
under  such  grants,  wherein,  from  a  variety 
of  causes,  such  a  considerable  advance  in 
the  salary  and  profits  had  taken  place,  as 
iiever  could  have  been  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  crown  when  it  bestowed  them, 
or  in  the  view  of  the  public  when  it  as- 
sented  to  that  prerogative,  in  virtue  of 
which  the  power  of  conferring  them  was 
exercised*    Indeed,  in  the  case  of  the  no- 
ble lord  who  has  thought  proper  to  move 
the  amendment  of  this  night,  I  find  the 
strongest  illustration  of  this  proposition. 
And  here,.my  lords,  give  me  leave  to  as- 
sure you,  that  in  adverting  to  this  fact,  I 
am  as  sincerely  impressed  as  any  man  who 
hears  me  with  the  valid  and  just  title  of 
the  noble  lord  (Arden)  to  the  benefits  of 
the  situation  which  he  holds  under  this 
species  of  grant.    Neither  can  I  be  sup- 
posed to  attribute  to  him  any  other  motive 
tor  the  line  of  conduct  he  has  adopted  on 
this  occasion,  than  the  conviction  that  he 
entertains  of  the  injustice  and  impropriety 
of  infi'inging  on  the  prerogative  ;  a  con- 
sequence which  he,  in  my  opinion,  has  so 
delusively  attached  to  this  measure.    But, 
is  there  a  man  who  hears  me  who  is  not 
fully  convinced  that  the  salary  of  the  re- 
versionary office  which  he  holds,  has,  by 
the  operation  of  unexpected   and  recent 
caused,  totally  changed  its  original  extent, 
and  advanced  in  profit  far  beyond  any  es- 
timate that  ever  was  entertained  either  by 
the  person  who  granted  or  him  who  re- 
ceived the  office  originally^     If  I  am  not 
much  misinformed,  that  place  has  advanc- 
ed in  income,  from  comparatively  a  very 
trifling  amount,  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
20,000/.  per  annum.     Can  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  still  complain  of  the  want  of 
proofs,  in  order  to  establish  the  expedi- 
ency of  this  prohibition?  or  can  the  house 
believe  that  this  is  a  solitary  case,  or  one 
not  sufficiently  strong    to   induce   your 
lordships  to  interpose  a  legislative  correc- 
tion against  the  continuance  of  such  a  dan- 
gerous system?     Evel-y  inquiry  that  is 
made  will  more  fully  prove  die  variety  of 
similar  cases  which  exist,  and  in  what  a 
powerfiil  manner  they  opei*ate  as  impedi- 
ments to  the  necessary  and  expected  re- 
form of  the  public  offices,  and  consequently 
to  the  alleviation  of  the  public  pressure. — 
We  next  proceed  to  the  objection  arising 
from  the  infringement  this  measure  is  sup- 
posed to  make  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  •  To  the  constitutional  px«rogative 
f>f  the  executive  authority  I  profess  my- 


self a  sincere  friend,  and  therefore  it  is 
that  I  anxiously  call  u]ion  the  house  to 
put  an  end  to  a  system^  above  all  others 
calculated  to  strip  the  crown  of  those 
rights  which  are  so  necessary  to  its  ho- 
nour and  security.  Let  me  ask,  in  what 
manner  this  bill  operates  against  th^  pre- 
rogative ?  Is  not  the  crown  the  ibuntaia 
'of  honour  ?  Has  it  not  the  sole  power  of 
the  appointment  to  great  offices?.  What 
else,  then,  does  this  bill  eflect,  but  to  re- 
duce those  places  and  offices  to  the  stand- 
ard by  which  at  their  original  tbrmation 
they  were  regulated  ?  What  change 
does  it  introduce,  what  inroad  does  it  make, 
but  in  lopping  ofi'  those  enormous  profits, 
which  never  were  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  grant,  even  when  serious  and  ac- 
tive services  were  to  be  performed  ?  But» 
says  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  I  cannot 
reconcile  myself  to  support  the  principle 
of  this  measure,  because  in  its  operation, 
or  in  being  made  the  precedent  for  suc- 
ceeding innovations,  it  might  possibly  or  ^ 
probably  be  attended  with  most  mischiev-* 
ous  and  dangerous  consequences.  Really^ 
my  lords,  it  i^  impossible  to  answer  this 
argument,  but  by  others  which  have  here- 
tofore oil  many  occasions  been  introduced 
into  discussion.  If,  mdeed,  such  an  ob- 
jecti«n  was  to  succeed,  if  the  spirit  of  im« 
provement  was  to  evaporate  from  the  in- 
fluence of  possible  dangers  and  probable 
apprehensions,  if  errors  were  not  to  be 
corrected  or  evils  remedied  from  an  over- 
weening dread  of  innovation,  then  this 
country  would  have  to  lament  the  want 
of  ail  those  great  and  glorious  privileges 
and  'securities  which  constitute,  so  deser- 
vedly, our  national  boast  and  our  most  es- 
sential safeguard.  For  what  was  Magna 
Charta  but  an  innovation?  What  else 
was  the  Right  of  Petition  ?  What  else  the 
Revolution,  that  glorious  epoch,  when  this 
country  obtained  a  recognition  of  its  li- 
berties ?  Indeed,  I  would  ask  the  vener- 
able bench  of  bishops,  whom,  on  this  oc- 
casion particularly,  I  see  in  such  formida- 
ble numbers  arrayed  against  me,  whether, 
if  this  dislike  to  innovation,  this  hostility 
to  improvement,  had  existed  some  centit* 
ries  past,  this  country  would  have  parti « 
cipated  in  the  enlightened  wisdom  and 
numerous  benefits  of  the  Reformation ;  or 
whether  they  themselves  would  have  ever 
had  a  seat  withia  these  walls,  with  power 
to  decide  on  this  measure  of  reform,  which, 
they  are  now  perhaps  prepared  to  oppose? 
The  noble  ana  learned  lord,  in  his  recital 
of  the  evil  efifects  which  might  probs^ly 
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ensue  from  the  adoptien  of  this  bill>  or 
from  any  curtailment  of  the  royal  |ire- 
rogative,  has  alhided  to  the  history  of 
this  country  in  the  year  1641,  and  to 
the  FVench  KeTolution.  Inreviewinf^  the 
dreadful  occnrrenoes  of  those  unhappy 
timesy  and  particularly  in  the  period  of  our 
own  history^  we  are  induced  to  overlook 
the  errors  of  that  unfortunate  monarch, 
Charles  I.  in  the  tragic  catastrophe  which 
befel  him.  But  were  the  calamities  of 
that  reign  to  be  attributed  to  ^y  conees- 
^  sions  to  the  claims  of  the  people  ?  ynhap- 
pily,  the  melancholy  fete  of  that  prince 
can  be  traced,  to  the  obstinacy  with 
which  eyery  improyement  was  opposed,  to 
the  unbending  disinclination  to  cotiibrm  to 
the  spirit- of  the  times,  and  to  the  progress 
of  mental  advancement*  And  let  it  not 
be  forgotten,  that  when  forced  into  a  mo- 
mentary acquiesoence  to  the  desire  of  the 
nation,  the  first  opportunity  was  seised  to 
add  perfidy  to  refusal.  And,  my  lords, 
with  respect  to  the  French  Revolution, 
where  can  we  find  a  vaofe  signal  and  me- 
lancholy  exemplification  of  the  danger  of 
not  yielding  to  those  plMM  of  salutary  and 
wholesome  correction  which  the  defects  of 
all  human  institutions  render  absolutely 
necessary  ?  And  here  I  call  upon  those 
who  are  so  particularly  attached  to  the 
court,  I  cdl'Upon  those  illustrious  and -royal 
personages  opposite  to  me  [the  dukes  of 
York,  Cumberland,  and  Cambridge]  who 
are  so  active  in  their  opposition  to  this 
measure,  to  reflect  upon  the  ikllen  and 
prostrate  state  of  the  legitimate  sovereigns 
of  Europe,  to  •  consider  the  lamentable 
change  which  has  befallen  some  of  the 
most  illustrious  femilies  on  that  continent- 
soo^e  expelled 'Irom  the  thrones  of  *  their 
forefatlfers,  or  degraded,  into  the  lowest, 
vassalage  to  the  great  and  inordinate 
power  of  Framje.  Be  assured,  that  much 
as  the  unrivalled  conqueror  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent  owes  to  his  owti  extensive 
talents  for  success,  much  as  he  is  indebted 
to  the  undisputed  sagacity  of  his  plans, 
and  to  the  rapidity  and  disetpline  of  his 
aimies,  for  his  gigantic  elevaitioB,  he  has 
had  great  and  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the 
selfishness,  the  sordid  view8>  the  illiberal 
jealousies,  of  the  dynasties  he  has  sub- 
verted ;  in  the  apathy  and  torpor  of  the 
oppressed  and  despised  population  over 
whom  he  has  triumphedr  Convinced  as  I 
am  of  these  truths,  I  coi^ire  this  house  to 
hesitate  before  it  cooMpiits  itself  with  the 
cennUy,  by  the  r^ectici^  of  a  measure 
wbtch  th^  p<9fb  exjMet^  and  whicib  m 


its  operation,  must  tend  to  alleviate  the 
pressure  of  the  severe,  though  unavoidable* 
burdens  under  which  they  labour.  ' 

Lord  jBrau;Ae«6«ry  anxiously  wished  that 
the  bill  should  ^a  into  a  committee..  He 
agreed  entirely  in  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  but  one, 
and  thought  that  it  was  no  improper  inter- 
ference with  the  jprerogative,  for  either 
branch  of  the  legislature  to  give  the  advice 
that  appeared  to  them  to  be  good  for  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  in  the  manner 
the  most  advantageous  to  the  people.  It 
might  perhaps  have  been  as  well  if  the 
bill  had  been  merely  for  the  suspensiwi  of 
the  exercise  of  this  branch  of  the  royal 
prerogative  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  but 
he  was  bound  to  vote  for  the  bill  going 
into  a  committee. 

I4>rd  vlticA^iafu;  said,  that  in  the  whole 
C(Durseofhis  political  life,  he  had  con- 
stantly opposed  every  innovation,  w^ich 
could  not  be  clearly  pcoved  to  be  neces- 
sary. The  preamble  of  this  btll  vtated  that 
the  measure  was  expedient ;  but  the  house 
was  not  informed  wny  it  was  expedient. 
If  the  house  of  commons  were  to  send  up 
a  bill, '  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  tithes 
be  abolished,'  without  pointing  out  why 
it  was  expedient,  he  certainiy  should 
not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  vote  for 

Lord  Hood  stronely  objected  to  the  bill, 
upon  the  grounds  of  ate  inutility.  No  case 
of  necessity,  in  his  mind,  had  been  made 
out  to  induce  the  liouse  to  adopt  wch  a 
measure,  and  the  length  of  time  which  the 
former  bill  had  been  before  the  house  was 
a  convincing  argument  against  passing  the 
present  one,  the  former  having  lain  upon 
thi»  table  until  tt  was  almost  sufiocated  by 
the  papers  which  overwhelmed  itymitil  it 
was  rescued  fi-om  obscurity  by  a  noble 
duke.;  then  not  in  his  place  (the  duke  of 
Norfolk).  '^  .         ■ 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  vindicated  the 
late  fqnrenaBeai  from  the  charge  of  apathy 
and  mdifiference  towards  the  foSe  <tf  the 
Rever8ion4H}l  of  last  year.  He  himself 
had,  upon  the  18th  of  Jnn^  moved  the 
second  reading.  He  and  his  noble  friends, 
however,  had  every  reason  to  expect  that 
tins  tteeaure  would  hove  been  patromsed 
by  the  present  govemncnt,  who  had  put 
into  the  kinff^s  Speeeh*  npcn  two  occa- 
sions, an  exhortation  to  the  parliaraiSttt  in 
fovour  of  public  eeoMuny.  The  noble 
lords,  therefore,  on  hia  side  of  die  hoase, 
migH  not  think  it  their  du^  to  anticqiate 
the  a¥Qwed  intention  of  mhiistwrj  nttleii 
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any  unreasonftble  delay  took  place  in  car- 
rying such  intention  into  efifect. 

The  hoose  then  diyided  on  lord  Arden's 
motion  : 
Contents  -  52  Non-contents  45 
Proxies  -  32 — 84  Proxies  -  -  39 — 84 
The  numbers  on  each  side  being  equal, 
the  non-contents,  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  hoiise^  carried  it. — Upon  the  re -ad- 
mission of  strangers,  lord  Redesdale  was 
on  his  legs,  proposing  to  the  committee, 
that  the  preamble  of  the  bill  should  not 
be  postponed ;  which  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

Lord  Hawkesbwy  then  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  following  words  be 
inserted  in  the  first  clause  of  the  bill, 
«  until  the  Istday  of  June,  18ia' 

Lords  Grey,  Holland,  and  Spencer;  op- 
posed this  amendment ;  but  said  that,  rathet 
than  give  up  the  bill  itself,  or  risk  the 
chance  of  losing  it  altogether,  they  should 
not  be,  if  the  sense  of  the  house  should  be 
for  the  amendment,  disposed  to  oppose 
the  bill  so  amended. 

Lord  MulgriMc  entirely  approved  of  the 
amendment ;  as,  in  the  course  of  the  time 
so  limited,  the  public  would  have  a  prac- 
tical experience  of  the  advantaged  likely 
to  result  from  the  bill,  and  parliament 
would  be  enabled  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
principle  might  be  extended,  and  to  what 
specific  abuses  it  might*  be  applied. 
.  The  liord  Chanceuor  disapproved  of  the 
amendment ;  and  said^  that  if  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  on  the  cross-bench  had 
thought  proper  to  divide  the  house  upon 
bis  amendment,  he  should  have  voted  in 
furoort  of  it. 

The  qnestioR  was  then  put  upon  the 
amendment,  and  the  house  divided : 

Contents  21  ;  Non-contents  59  :  Ma- 
jority against  the  amendtnent  38. — The 
several  clauses  were  then  read  aiid  agreied 
to. 


H6USE  OF  COMMONS. 

TTmsday^  March  10. 
[Kixg's  Mxssagb  rbspectimc  Swedkn.] 
— Mr.  Secretary  Camung  presented  a  Mes- 
aage  from  ham  ms^esty  relative  to  the  Swe- 
dini  Treaty*  btkig  the  same  with  tliet  pre- 
sented in  the  house  of  lords;  Mr.  Canning 
then  moved,  that  the  Message  be  referned 
to  the  committee  of  supply  to^morww ; 
observing,  that  in  te  course  of  the  pi«- 
8«ai  evening  he  thonid  4iiive  it  in  bk 
fKm^r  to  lay  M  the  table  of  the  bo«*  u 
copyoftheiVea^. 


'  Mr.  Whitbredd,  remarking  that  the  po^ 
licy  of  the  treaty  might  be  a,  subject  of 
important  deliberation,  recommended  that 
a  longer  time  should  be  allowed  to  elapse 
after  the  house  were  put  into  possession  of 
the  treaty,  before  they  were  called  upon 
to  consider  his  majesty's  Meteage. 

Mr.  Coaming  maintained  the  propriety 
of  referring  the  Message  to  the  committee 
of  supply  to-morrow.  If  such  a  serious , 
difference  of  opinion  should  then  appear  to 
exist,  as  woi|l^  Pead  to  a  protracted  discus- . 
sion,  that  discussion  might  be  postponed. 

Tlie  Speaker  stated,  that  it  was  essen* 
tially  necessary  that  a  Message  of  this 
nature  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  supply,  and  it  was  a  customary  mark  of 
respect  to  the  sovereign,  to  make  that 
reference  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 
*— The  Message  was  then  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  supply. 

[Convention  with  Sweden.] — Mr.  Se- 
cretary Canning  shortly  after  presented  to 
the  house  by  his  majesty's  command,  a 
Copy  of  the  Convention  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  king  of  Sweden  :  viz. 
Convention  between  his  Majesty  an© 
THE  King  of  Sweden,  signed  at  Stock- 
holm on  the  1 8th  of  February,  1808. 

'*  The  consequences  of  the  Treaty  of 
Tilsit  between  Kussia  and  France  unfolding 
themselves  more  and  mote  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  threaten  Sweden  with  a  speedy 
invasion,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  her  to 
accede  to  the  French  system ;  and  his 
Swedish  majesty  finding  hiniself  therefore 
under  the  necessity  of  bringing  forward, 
to  resist  its  effects,  a  ^eater  force  than  he 
has  at  hid  ordinary  disposal,  his  Britaimic 
majesty,  animated  with  the  constsmt  desire 
of  contributing  to  the  defence  and  security 
of  his  ally,  and  of  supporting  him  by  every 
means  in  a  war  undertaken  for  the  mutual 
tnterests  of  both  states,  has  determined  to 
give  to  his  Swedish  majesty  an  immediate 
aid  in^  money,  as  being  the  most  prompt 
wid  efficacious,  to  be  paid  from  time  to 
time  at  fixed  periods ;  and  their  majesties 
having  judged  it  expedient,  thit  a  formal 
Convention  with  regard  to  their  reciprocal 
intentions  in  this  respect,  should  be  cod- 
chided,  they  have,  for  this  purpose,  named 
and  authorised  theil-  respective  plenipoten- 
tiaries ;  that  is  to  say;-^In  the  tiame  and 
on  the  pait  of  ^  majesty  the  king  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Gi^t  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, Edward  Thottitdn,  efli).  his  env^y 
extraordiDA^and  mrfiiisterplettipoteHtiafy 
to  his«iaj«»ty  thfe  Wng  bf  Sweden  ;  and 
in  the  Ha^ane  and  onilit  pftrt  of  hisinajeMy 
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the  king  of  Sweden,  the  Baron  d'Ehren- 
heim,  president  of  his  chancery,  and  com- 
mander of  his  order  of  the  polar  star,  who, 
tSter  having  communicated  to  each  other 
then*  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles  : — ^Art.  1.  His 
majesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  engages  that 
there  shall  be  paid  to  his  majesty  the  king 
of  Sweden,  the  sum  of  1,200,000/.  in  equsd 
instalments  of  100,000/.  sterling  each  per 
month,  beginning  with  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary   of   the  present  year  inclusively, 
and    to    continue    successively    in    tne 
course  of  each  month,  the  first  of  which 
instalments  shall  be  paid  on  the  ratifidation 
of  the  present  convention  by  his  Swedish 
majesty.    II.   His   majesty  the  king  of 
Sweden,  enga^s  on  his  part'  to  employ 
the  said  sum  m  putting  into  motion  and 
keeping  on  a  respectable  establisbmeiit, 
all  ni^  land  forces,  and  such  part  as  shall 
be  necessary  of  his  fleets,  and  particularly 
his  flotilla,  in  order  to  oppose  the  most 
efifectual  resistance  to  the  common  ene- 
mies.   III.  Their  said  majesties  moreover 
engage  to  conclude  no  peace  or  truce,  or 
convention  of  neutrality  with  the  enemy, 
but  in  concert  and  by  mutual  agreement. 
IV.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  rati- 
fied by  the  two  high  contracting  parties, 
and  its  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at 
London  within  the  space  of  six  weeks  after 
the  signature  of  the  said  Convention,  or 
sooner  if  it  can  be  done.    In  faith  whereof, 
we  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  of 
their  said  majesties,  have  signed  the  pre^ 
sent  Convention,  and  have  caused  the  seal 
of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto.    Done 
at  Stockholm,  the  8th  of  Feb.  in  the  year 
of  redemption,    1808.    £dw.  Thornton. 
F.  Ehrenheim. 

Separate  Article. — ^The  two  high  con- 
tracting parties  have  agreed  to  concert,  as 
soon  as  possible,-  the  measures  to  be  taken, 
and  the  auxiliary  succours  to  bestipnlated 
for,  in  the  case  of  a  war  actually  taking 
place  between  Sweden  and  the  Powers  her 
neighbours ;  and  the  stipulations  which 
thay  thence  result  shall  be  considered  as 
separate  and  additional  Articles  to  this  Con- 
vention, and  shall  have  the  same  force  as 
if  they  were  word  fi)r  word  insetted 
therein.  In  ftiith  of  which,  we  Uie  under- 
signed Plenipotentiaries  of  their  said  ma- 
jesties^bave  signed  this  Separate  Article, 
and  hav^  caused  the  seal  of  our  arms,  to 
affixed  thereto.  Done  at  Stockl^olm,.the 
8th  of  Feb.  in  the  year '  of  redemption^ 
1808.  Effw.  Thornton.    FvEkmnbwm/' 


[Petitions  from  London  and  Liver- 
pool RESPECTING  THE  OrDRRS  IN  COUN- 
CIL.] Mr.  Alderman  Combe  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  Merchants  and  Manu- 
facturers of  London,  interested  in  the  trade 
to  America,  praying  to  be  heard  by  evi- 
dence and  council.  The  Petition  was  read 
by  the  clerk  ;  it  stated, 

"  That  the  petitioners  contemplate, 
with  the  greatest  anxiety  and  apprehen- 
sion, the  alarming  consequences  with 
which  they  are  threatened  fi'om  certain 
Orders  in  Council,  purporting  to  be  issued 
'  for  the  protection  of  the  Trade  and  Na- 
vigation of  Great  Britain,'  but  on  which 
they  are  induced,  after  mature  considera- 
tion, to  believe  that  they  must  be  (Produc- 
tive of  the  most  •  ruinous  effects ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  duly  sensible  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  every  sacrifice  of  per^ 
sonal  interests  to  promote  the  strength,  and 
resources  of  the  country  in  the  present 
extraordinary  crisis  of  public  affairs;  and, 
if  the  total  change  iirtroduced  into  the 
whole  commercial  system  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  world,  by  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, could  be  conducive  to  so  desirable  an 
object,  the  petitioners,  great  as  their  losses 
must  be,  would  submit  without  a  murmur ; 
but,  understanding  that  these  orders  are 
principally^,  if  not  wholly,  recommended 
by  an  opinion  that  they  will  prove  bene- 
ficial to  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country,  they  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
humbly  to  represent  their  conviction  that 
this  opinion  is  founded  in  error,  and  that, 
if  the  prayer  of  their  petitiea  be  granted, 
they  shall  be  able  to  prove,  that  tlt^y  must 
be  productive  of  the  most  iatal  conse- 
quences to  the  interest  not  only  of  the  pe- 
titioners, butof  Uie  commerce  and  manu- 
&ctures  of  the  empire  at  large ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  will  abstain  fi'om  enforcing, 
by  any  details,  their  apprehensions  that 
these  measures  are  likely  to  interrupt  our 
peace  with  the  United  States  of  America^ 
our  intercourse  with  which,  at  all  times 
valuable,  is  infinitely  more  so  since,  we 
are  excluded  from  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope; to  this^  only  remaining  branch 'oP 
our  foreign- iatenconne  we  must  now  look 
for-a  demand  for. our  manufetures,  fiar 
many  of  tib^jnoet.  important  materials  l»r 
their  support,  and  for  supplies  x^  provi** 
sions  and-  naval  stores  necessary  fbr  our 
subsistence  and  defence;-  and 'the  petiti- 
oners feel  assured,  that  they  will  be  able 
to  prove,  to  the  fa^isfiution  ofthehouse^ 
that  the  '!i6uit»lil^0f*  Ameriea  has7beei]t 
the  means  of  circulating»tQ,alarge.aii|oimi^ 
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articles  of  the  produce  and  manufactures 
of  this  country  in  the  dominions  of  our 
numerous  easmies,  to  which  we  have  no 
direct  access;  and  that  the  annual  value 
of  British  manufactures  exported  to  the 
United  States  exceeds  ten  millions  ster- 
ling ;  and  that,  as  our  consumption  of  the 
produce  of  that  country  falls  far  short  of 
that  amount,  the  only  means  of  paying  us 
must  arise  from  the  consumption  of  the 
produce  of  America  in  other  countries^ 
which  the  operation  of  the   Orders  in 
Council  must  interrupt,  and  in  most  in- 
stances totally  destroy  ;  and  that  the  peo- 
ple of  America,  even  if  they  remain  at 
peace  with  us,  must,  by  a  want  of  demand 
for  their  produce,  and  by  the  general  dis- 
tress our  measures  mustoccasion,  be  dis- 
abled   from  paying  their  debts  to  this 
country,  which  may  fairly  be  estimated  to 
amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of   1 2  mil- 
lions sterling ;  and  that  the  neutrality  of 
America,  so  far  from  being  injurious  to 
the  other  commercial  interests  of  Great 
Britain,  has    promoted    materially  their 
prosperity;  and  that  the  produce  of  our 
colonies  m  the  West  Indies,  of  our  empire 
in  the  East,  and  of  our  Fisheries  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  has  frequently 
found  a  foreign  market  by  this  means ;  and 
that,  by  the  destruction  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  Only  remaining  neutral  state,  all 
possibility  of  intercourse  with  the  rest  of 
the  world  being  removed,  trade  cannot 
possibly  be  benefited,  but  must  necessa- 
rily be  annihilated  ;  and  that  the  petiti-. 
oners,  feeling  as  they  do  most  sensibly 
with  their  fellow-subjects  the    pressure 
of  a  war  in  which  their  commerce  has 
principally  been  aimed  at  by  the  enemy, 
^ould  scorn  to  plead  their  distress  in  re- 
commendation of  measures  inconsistent 
with  the  honour  and  substantial  interests  of 
their  comitiy ;  but  they  humbly  f ely  upon 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  that  this 
distress  shall  not  be  increased  by  our  own 
errors;  and  they  confidently  believe,  that 
if  they  are  permitted  to  illustrate,  by  evi- 
dence, the  facts  they  have  stated,  and  to 
ex|^lain  many  others  which  they  shall  here 
retrain    from  enumerating,  they  cannot 
fail  to  establish  the  conviction  with  which 
they  are  so  strongly  impressed,  that  the  j 
Orders  in  Council  are  founded  on  the  most 
mistaken  opinions  of  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  empire,  and  must  be  parti- 
cularly fatal  to  those  of  the  petitioners  ; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  they  may  be 
heard,  by  themselves,  or  ooun^l^at  the 
bar  of  the- house,  and  b»ib«ijBii(i^d  to  prc«> 
Vol.  X.  r—  ^  r 
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duce  evidence  in  support  of  the  allega- 
tions of  their  petition,  or  that  the  house 
will  examine  into  the  nature  and  extent 
of  their  grievances  in  any  mode  which 
may  appear  advisable,  with  a  view  of  af- 
fording such  relief  as  the  house  may  think 
proper/' 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  moved  that  the 
Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  W.  Ctartis  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
motion,  but  because  he  thought  that  the 
house  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Petition 
had  been  framed.  For  some  days  an  ad- 
vertisement had  appeared  in  the  public 
prints,  signed  by  many  respectable  gfen- 
tlemen,  requesting  a  meeting  on  that 
morning  of  merchants,  manufacturers^  &c. 
interested  in  the  trade  with  America. 
Above  1000  persons  had  accordingly  as- 
sembled ;  a  fair  discussion  took  place  ; 
an  amendment  was  moved  to  the  original 
motion  for  presenting  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment; and  on  the  division,  the  chairman 
candidly  declared,  that  the  amendment 
was  carried  by  a  majority.  He  had  not 
himself  been  present,  but  he  understood, 
from  the  most  respectable  authority,  that 
at  least  three  parts  out  of  four  of  the  per- 
sons assembled  were  against  the  petition. 
Mr.  Alderman  Shanja  having  been  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting  alluded  to,  felt  it  his 
duty  to  state,  that  the  petition  just  pre- 
sented was  not  the  petition  of  the  majority 
of  the  meeting.  On  the  contrary,  a  ma- 
jority of  at  least  two  to  one,  declared 
against  presenting  any  petition,  and  in 
favour  or  the  amendment,  which  stated,* 
that  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  the 
country,  and  pending  the  important  dis-* 
cussions  with  America,  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  present  a  petition  to  either 
house  of  parliament.  On  the  subject  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  as  well  as  on  the 
merits  of  his  majesty's  present  servants 
generally,  and  particularly  on  the  merits 
of  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  he  was 
convinced,  that  in  the  population  of  Eng- 
land 99  out  of  100  were  decidedly  m 
their  favour. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ckmibe  observed,  .that 
this  last  observation  came  with  singular 
grace  from  the  worthy  alderman,  who, 
during  his  mayoralty,  had  invited  his  ma- 
jesty's late  ministers  to  his  table,  and  as 
the  first  toast  afier  dinner,  had  drank  suc- 
cess to  them. 

'Mr.  Alderman  Shaao  observed,  that  in 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
he  -was  then  pla'cedj  he  had,  on  the  occa- 
3  Y 
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he  beltevad  also  t^oLr  opiaioai  wtre  quoU 
e(i  by  otbers  ^bQ  «poke  after  tb«m. 

Sir.  C  iVice  said*  be  beid  in  his  bUnd  a 
petition  of  a  directly  opposite  descriptioq,^ 
^m  tbe  mercbants  of  Londoatsadinc  to^ 
the  (^ontioBjtit  of  Europe,  who  desired  to 
express  tbeic  coBfideiice»  that  the  Ordeni 
carried  vitforoasly  into  operatioa  would  ba. 
the  most  likely  meaas  of  indociog  the  eaa- 
my  to  abandoa  the  system  of  exclusion  to* 
British  coaimeFce,  wnich  created  the  ne« 
oesstty  of  those  orders^ — Thebon.  baroiiet*r 
howe¥er»was  reoaioded  byi  tbe  Speaker^ 
that  the  petition  be  proposed  to  ofibr  iQust 
ber  deferred  till  the  other  was  disposed  of* 

M^.  ISf^arp  should  aot  haiw  interfered  in 
the  discussion  had  it  not  been  £ot  yrhf^t 
had  Men  fcoia  Uio  worthy  aldermen* 
One  of  these  hoA.  members  declared^  that 
his  information  was,  that  the*  mskjority  was 
equal  to  three  to  otte.  The  oti^r>  who 
was  present^  that  it  was  two  to  one»  Ihift 
was  a  diminution  in  a  mcMSient  of  50  per 
cent.  ThQ  same  honv  gpnt.  howeTer«>had 
made  a  wondevful  discovery  in  coese*- 
quence  <^  thie  result  of  that  meeting ;.  far 
sdthough  tbere>  eyen  accordii^ to msown 
account  of  the  matter,,  the  mc^rity  wa» 
only  two  to  one,  it  enabled  him  to  make^ 
.this  ingenious  calculation;  that  99  out  of 
every  100  throughout  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  not  only  approved  of 
these  Orders  in- Council,  but  of  the  whole 
conduot  of  ministers^  and  panticulady  ofi 
'  the  attack  on.  Copenhagen.  This,  howu 
evpr,  only  went  to  shew  how  gfeat.reli- 
!  ance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  han.  gent.'s. 
I  ccmiputatioQ,  as  to  the.  compara'tiveinum• 
•bersat  th^  meeting,  in  question.  The^ 
'>  h/m.  gent,  who  was  the  chairman'  of  the^ 
i  meeting!  bad  estimated  thei9  at  four  to* 
three;  and,  for  his  part,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  thinking  that  he  viewed  them  mtire/ 
accurately  in  stating  them  at  six  to  five. 
Such,  however,  had  been  the:  monstrous 
calculations' made  hv*  gentlemen^  wha  dis- 
approved of  the  petiti<»i.>!  A  greet  many,, 
tooi  of' those  who  did  attend^  were,  not  in-» 
terested.  in  the  trade.  Even  the  two  prin- 
cipal suppei^ers'  of  the  amendiEneiHi  had* 
described  the  CNrdere  in^  Couneil  by  a*  very* 
harsh  but  chacaeteffistio  e:»presaMNi^  tfaial'^ 
they  wsre  eaUi'emely  foolish,  but*,  tbey 
coaeeived/the  situalAonof  ther qcMintryf to* 
bosuph  as?  reifdered  it  inexpedienl^tii^^  iilr- 
,terfe|ie  in  the-measur es»of  gO7ert}ii0#9t* 
;  ;Mr.  l^MrArsetftf vw  TtoHviiwed  tl^-.  we(kf<r 
thy  aldeRmsai  opp^ite;  (sir  Wl  6i|fti»)^ 
after  the  deycriptien.  he.had'toard  qfth^pd 
gentlesi*  who  cc^poftid-  ^me^ling^ 


to*)] 

sien  alluded  to  by  the  worthy  alderiMii« 
thought  il  his  duty  as  chief  magistrate,  to 
ipvite  all  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  also 
his  majesty's  ex-mimsters,  who  had  been 
the  ministers  of  the  crown  when  he  had 
been  admitted  into  the  mayoralty.  For 
many  of  the  members  of  the  late  admini'- 
stratien  he^felt  the  highest  resp^t»  and  in 
particular,  he  should  never  forget  the  emi- 
nent services  of  one  noble  lord,^  whose  sup- 
port of  the  interests  of  his  country  at  a 
most  critical  peviod,  would  be  ever  le- 
membered  by  him  with  gratitude. 

Mr.  A.  Baring,  having  been  chaimaa  of 
the  meeting  alhided  Uh  thought  it  but 
pi'oper  to  state  what  W8»  his  opinion  cob« 
c^ning  it.  Tlie  nun)bei*s,  he  should  con- 
ceive, were  between  4  aiKi  500,  and  the 
noajority  about  4  to  S^^  If  others- had  ob- 
served the  same  forbearance  with  the  wor- 
thy alderman  (Curtis),  and  had  abstained 
from  attending  a  meeting!  with  which  they 
had  no  conHection>  he  had  no  hesitataon  in 
declaring  that  the  result  would  have  been 
yiery  difierent  from  what  it  had- turned  out. 
The  argument  with  many  pecsotw  who  at- 
tended the  meetang  seemed  to  be, '  we 
s^-o  connected  with  the  West  Indies?;  the 
West  Indies  are  connected  with  Anerioa ; 
so  we  are  entitled  to  attend  this  meeting 
a^  persons  interested  in  tha  tvade  to  Ame- 
rica/ The  arguments  of  those  who  moved 
and  seconded  the  amendmeni^,  however, 
he  thought  wece  somewhat  curious,  though 
probably  they  might  not  be  peculiarly 
Ratifying  to  the  fraroers  of  these  Oidera 
m  Council.  They  did  not  oppoaer  the  pe- 
tition because'  they  approved' of  these  re- 
gulations»  but  because  they  weie  absurd 
and  impracticable. 

M4*.  Maiyat^  sdfxd,  he  was  at  the  meeting 
of  this  day ;  and  as.  the  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  lastseemed  to  direct  his  eye  so  par- 
ticularly towards  hinii  he  must  explain 
why  he  thought  he  had  as  good  a  right 
to  be  present  a.4^the  hon.  member  himself. 
He.said^  he  had  property  both  in  America 
and  Jamaica:  '  he  had  commercial  inter- 
ests and  family  connections  with  America; 
but  these  should  not  induce  him  to  forget 
his  great  and  paramount  duty  to  his  coun- 
•tKv;;  ^  Hba  thought  the  meeting  concerned 
all  who  had  commercial interestsvor  cohr 
nection^iwith  Americai  direct  or.  circuir 
totus.  Personst  therefore  had  axigbt  to  alt- 
tend  who  had  even.  nOt  trader  there,  }i%> 
believed  a  number  not  only  of*  suchf  per- 
sqnSjF  but  of-  Am^eMi^citiaetts,.were  pre- 
sent.;, and  they  were^hoSfrd  with:  attention. 
in.the  dfilivei^y  of.  theii:  sentimeots;  andt 
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it.  Bis  mercantile  transactions  were  cer- 
tainly equal  to  thoset>f  most  gentlemen;  ahd 
in  point  of  zeal  for  ministers  he  yielded  to 
mo  man.  Anotl)%r  worthy  aMerman  (Shaw), 
who  did  attend  the  meeting,  had  favoured 
the  house  with  a  discorery  which  he  had 
made,  that  not  imly  the  jnajority  of  that 
meeting,  hut  that  99  out  of  every  100  of  the 
population  of  the  country,  approved  of  the 
Orders  in  Council ;  not  of  them  merely, 
but  also  of  the  conduct  of  the  present  mi- 
niates in  general ;  not  of  the  general  eon*, 
^ct  of  the  present  ministry  alone,  but  of 
.  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  in  particular. 
The  worthy  alderman  was  well  known  to 
iiavc  a  particular  regard  for  ^  the  present 
ministers,'  and  to  thkik  that  9^  out  of  ]  00 
of  the  population  of  the  country  must  ap- 
prove of  whatever  they  do.  So  he  thought 
of  the  late  mintsterswhen  they  were  *  the 
twesent  ministers ;'  so  he  had  now  declared 
he  did  of  their  successors.  It  was  to  be 
hoped  for  the  salvation  of  the  country, 
that  other  mrnistei-s  would  again  succeed  i 
to  those  now  in  office ;  and  he  had  no : 
doubt,  if  the  worthy  alderman  lived  to  see  . 
that  day,  and  were  a  member  of  that 
hopse,  he  would  still  continue  to  be  eager 
in  their  iptaise,  and  ready  to  lend  his  tes- 
timony to  the  public  feeling,  in  favour  of 
-•  the  present  administration.^ 

Mr.  mbbert  said  he  had  great  interest 
•in  Jamaica,  which  was  much  connected 
with  America  ;  but  stiH  he  did  not  feel 
fiimself  entitled  on  that  accoimt  to  attend 
the  meeting. 

The  Ciioncdlor  of  tie  Exelwqwtr  thou^t 
the  house  was  obliged  to  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet for  the  information  he  had  given  it, 
as  the  petition  might  else  have  been  sup- 
posed to  have  come  from  a  numerous 
meeting,  instead  of  being,  as  it  was,  the 
petition  of  a  few  individuals^  who,  how- 
ever respectat)Ie,  were  umjuestionaWy  liie 
minority  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Gordon  had  formerly  dealings  with 
America;  and  though  he  had  wme  at  the 
present  moment,  he  still  thought  himself 
entitled  to  attend  the  meeting,  which  he 
accordingly  had  done.  He  was  mistaken, 
if,  besides  merchants  trading  to  America, 
there  were  not  at  the  meeting  of  this  day, 
a  number  of  American  citizens. 

Sir  R.  Peele  did  not  attend  the  meeting, 
because  conceiving  it  to  be  called  espe- 
cially for  the  purpose  of  petitioning,  and 
being  of  a  contrary  opinion,  he  esteemed 
himself  excluded. 
^    Mr.  MHfkh  had  transaction^  with*  Ame« 


I  «E;tee«ied  Itimseif  entitlefi  to  attend  th^ 
meeting. 

Mr.  Baring  8z\d,  tliat  persons  connected 
with  ike  Spanish  colonies  coufkl  not  be  fit 
persons  to  att<«id  such  a  meeting.  Thf 
room  was  absolutely  filled  with  persons 
not  interested  in  the  American  trade,  and 
some  gentlemen  even  brought  down  their 
clerks toincrease  tlie number. 

Sir  A,  Piggott  thought,  if  thanks  were 
due  to  the  worthy  b^roiiet  who  started  the 
present  discussion,  they  wei*e  much  mor^ 
due  to  feishon.  friend  (Mr.  A.  Baring)  who 
had  furnished  the  house  with  so  many  im* 
portantfacis  relating  to  the  meeting;  par«* 
ticularly,  that  it  consisted,  in  a  great  mea-» 
sure,  <k  pei^ns  not  interested  in  the 
trade,  and  that  the  mover  and  seconder  of 
the  amendment,  so  fai*  from  thinking  the 
OrdersinCouncil  to  have  displayed  wisdom^ 
treated  them  as  foolish  and  impracticable. 
He  pt»t  it  to  an  hon.  baronet  (sir  R.  Peele) 
to  say  if  there  were  not  thousands,  of  ma<* 
nufaoturers  at  this  moment  without  eo^* 
ployment,  or  only  with  half  employment  i 

Sir  R,  Peele  said  that  this  was  not  attri* 
butable  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  but  to 
the  measures  or  xa€hcr  no-measures  of  the 
late  ministers. 

.  Sir  Mm  NcwfHyrt  said,  what  our  manu- 
facturers oomplainped  of  was,  that  being 
4isti«e86ed  from  other  causes,  their  situatioil 
was  made  irremediable  by  these  Ordea 
of  Council.  He  should,  on  a  future  occa*> 
siod,  bring  the  state  of  Ireland,  in  conse*- 
quence  of  these  Orders  in  Council,  before 
the  house.  It  was  impossible  that  Ame*- 
rica  should  be  ignorant  of  the  great  quan- 
tity of  fla^t-seed,  the  grand  staple  of  Ire»- 
land,  which  she  got  froin  that  country. 

Tbe  petition  was  then  oa'dered  to  lie  on 
the  table* — Mr.  Alderman  Combe  moved, 
t^at  the  prayer  of  the  petition  for  hearing 
counsel  be  granted.  The  Speaker  stated, 
that  by  the  forms  of  the  house  no  tm 
steps  on  the  petition  could  be  taken  in 
one  night.  Mr.  Combe  then  moved,  that 
the  petition  be  taken,  into  further  consi- 
deration to-morrow.  Mr.  Perceval  wished 
it  to  be  postponed^  on  account  of  the 
other  inoportant  business  iwhich  stood  for 
that  day.  Mr.  Combe  said,  he  had  diB« 
charged  his  duty,  «ad  he  should  notpxesa 
it  uhnecessarily  on  the  house. 

General  Gascoyae  said,  thsftbe  had  a  pe- 
tition from  the  merchants  of  Uverpoot  to  ^ 
the  ^me- purport  as  that  of  the  hon.  alder- 
man.   It  was  against  the  Orden  in  Coim- 
cii.    He  would  take  caie  not  to  fiiU  inlo 
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the  error  of  the  hon.  alderman,  hut  move 
that  it  be  taken  into  consideration,  ivith  a 
yiew  to  propose  Monday  as  the  day. 

General  Tarkton  observed,  that  though 
he  was  as  desirous  of  popularity  as  anv 
Ynan,  yet  he  would  not  compromise  his 
duty  on  that  account.  He'  thought  him- 
self  bound  to  declare,  that  the  majority 
of  his  constituents  were  averse  to  mea- 
sures that  served  only  to  embarrass  go- 
vernment. 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  said,,  that  the  hon.  general 
had  fallen  into  a  greater  errbr  than  his  hon. 
iriend.  The  third  reading  of  the  bill  stood 
for  this  day  ;  and  according  to  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  proceeding,  the  measure 
might  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  house 
before  the  petition  was  presented.  He 
asked,  in  what  situation  would  the  house 
be  placed,  in  case  the  evidence  should 
convince  the  house  that  the  measure  was 
a  wrong  one  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  spoke  to 
order,  and  the  Speaker  concurred  with 
him^  that  the  question  then  was  merely, 
whether  counsel  should  be  heard  in  sup- 
port of  the  petition  ? 

General  GoMroyne  observed,  that  his  con- 
stituents who  were  in  town  had  only  got 
the  petition  that  morning,  and  had  had  no 
time  to  instruct  their  counsel  so  fully  as 
they  wished  to  do.  It  was  their  desire 
that  their  petition  should  go  hand  in  hand 
with  that  of  the  American  merchants; 
end  as  the  consideration  of  that  petition 
had  been  postponed,  he  thought  himself 
acting  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
his  constituents,  when  he  proposed  a  fu- 
ture day.  In  allusion  to  what  his  col- 
league had  said  about  popularity,  he  re- 
marked, that  when  a  number  of  respect- 
;able- merchants  of  Liverpool  put  a  petition 
.into  his  hands,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
present  it,  and  not  only  that,  but  to  pro- 
cure them  a  hearing  as  soon  as  possible. 
He  then  proposed  Monday,  but  being.told 
that  both  this  and  the .  two  following  da^^s 
were  pre -occupied,  he  chose  Thursday  as 
the  day  for  hearing  counsel. 

General  Tarkton  again  said  that  he,  was 
desirous  of  popularity.  Jf  it  was  a  sin  to 
covet  honour,  he  was  the  most  ofiending 
man  alive. 

'  Mr.  S^mifow,  though  sorry  to  interrupt 
the  colloquy  of  the  two  colleagues,  insisted 
upon  the  awkward  situation  in  which  the 
'-  house  w^  placed  by  the  proceeding,  and 
obferved,  that  coonsel.must  have  been  in- 
#Cnicted  when  the  first  petition  9ame|  and 
ought  now  to  be  read^, 


Mr.  Qtecey  said,  that  he  bad  wen  ooun* 

sel  waiting  in  the  lobby  not  an  hour  ago  : 
and  upon  this  information  general  Gas- 
coyne  expressed  his  hope,  though  the 
counsel  could  not  be  so  well  prepared  as^ 
the,  importance  of  the  case  required,  thait 
the  house  would  allow  him  to  expunge  th^ 
word  '  Thursday,'  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting '  now.' 

Mr.  WhUbread  adverted  to  the  course 
which  had  been  takeh  withrespegt  to  these 
petitioners,  and  contended  that  they  had  ^ 
right  to  be  heard  in  a  manner  that  might 
be  efficacious.  They  ought  therefore  to 
be  heard  nowj  unless  ministers  would  agre^ 
to  postpone  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 
These  merchants  were  the  most  compe^ 
tent  in  England  to  give  information  o^ 
this  subject.  The  right  hon.  ,the  Chanr 
eel  lor  of  the  Exchequer  might  say  that  this 
delay  was  vexatious  :  to  him  it  might  be 
80 ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who 
thought  the  measure  a  bad  one,  tojsupport 
every  thing  which  tended  to  procure  ad- 
ditional information  on  the  subject ;  an4, 
besides,  it  was  of  no  importance  that  th? 
bill  should  pass  immediately.  He  con<- 
cluded  by  moving,  that  counsel  sliould  be 
heard  now,  instead  of  Thursday. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,^  that  the  principlfe 
and  the  spirit  of  the  rule  of  the  house  for<« 
bad  any  petition  being  received  against  a 
tax  bill ;  and  the  bill  for  carrying  'into 
effect  the  Orders  in  Council  was  a  tax  bill, 
an^  o^Sj^^  ^^^  ^o  b^  delayed  for  this  peti- 
tion. The  petitioners  might  have  two  re- 
medies. There  was  a  claCise  in  the  bill 
permitting  it  to  be  altered  or  repealed  in 
this  session,  and  petitioners  might  have 
that  remedy  if  they  made  out  a  case  suill- 
ciently  strong  to  induce  the  house  to  think 
that  eligible*  The  house  might  ^lsoa.pply 
to  his  majesty  by  address  to  forbear  acting 
upon  the  bill.  The  bill  might  therefore 
proceed,  and  the  petitioners  be  heard  o|i 
the  day  most  convenient  for  the;n. 

Mr.  Ponsofttby  could  not  but  admire  the 
advice  g(ven  l)y  the  noble  lord  to  tl^e 
house,  which  was  to  proceed  to  pass  amea^- 
sure  which  might  be  proved  to  be  ?i  very 
foolish  one,  before  hearing  what  was  to  be 
said  a^aii^t  it,  and  then  address  the  king 
to  make  it  a  mere  nuUUy.  This  would 
not  add  much  to  the  respectability  of  tl\e 
character  of  the  house. 

Sir  A*  /^^ggo/  argued,  that  the  petitionees 
ought  to  be  heard  before  the  passing  of 
the  bill,  because  they  ought  bonIL  (ide  tQ 
to  have  such  a  hearing  as  would  b^  effic^-. 
cipus.    J>Iq  «i90ftyeiuc?iqe   woftld    fes^l| 
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from  the  delay  of  the  bill,  as  the  trade 
was  in  the  mean  time  carried  -on  by 
licences. 

Dr.  Laurence  adverted  to  the  awkward 
situation  in  which  the  house  would  be 
placed  by  the  mode  of  proceeding  pro- 
posed by  ministers.  Though  their  object 
professedly  was  to  starve  the  continent, 
yet  they  were  in  a  huiTy  to  give  i'reedpm 
to  the  trade  to  it.  They  ha,d  long  slept 
over  this  measure  without  assembling  par- 
liament to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  yet  now 
they  grudged  the  delay  of  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Morris  was  anxious  to  promote  any 
proceeding,  which  would  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity .  of  being  more  fully  informed  on 
this  measure,  which  seemed  Jo  be  founded 
on  French  principles, .  and  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  greatest  mischief  to  all 
civilized  nations. 

Mr.  WifuUiam  condemned  the  proposed 
mode  of  proceeding,  on  account  of  its  pal- 
pable absurdity.  It  was  exactly  this  : 
that  the  house  should  decide  first,  and  hear 
the  objections  afterwards,  It  resembled 
a  police  bill,  which  provided  that  a  party 
might  hie  whipped,  and  then  allowed  him 
the  .Tight  to  appeal  to  the  session.  The 
noble  lord  said  that  the  spirit  of  the  bill 
precluded  petitioning  against  it.  JBut  it 
had  no  spirit,  it  was  all  letter ;  two  grains 
of  wheat  in  two  bushels  of  chaff ;  t^o 
grains  of  finance,  in  two  bushels  of  trade. 
The  trade  was  the  spirit,  the  finance  was 
only  incidental ;  and  yet  the  noble  lord 
talked  of  petitioning  jbeing  contrary  to  its 
spirit,  and  objected  to  the  delay  of  a  few 
days ! 

Mr.  Stephens  said,  that  there  were  two 
parties  in  this  question.  There  were  not 
only  the  petitioners  but  the  public  who  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  bill.  The  petition 
appeared  to  him  to  be  brought  forward  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  create  delay. 
The  hon.  member  very  successfully  re- 
ified to  the  last  speaker. 

Lord  H,  Petty^  Mr.  Adam,  and  Mr. 
Pole  Car^w,  supported  the  amendment. 
The  latter,  however,  professed  himself  a 
decided  friend  to  the  W\,  byt  thought  it 
due  to  the  petitioners,  now  that  they  had 
put  themselves  in  the  proper  form,  to  hear 
what  they  had  to  say. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for,  a 
division  took  place  :  Ayes  05  :  Noes  99  : 
Majority  against  the  A<nendment  3S. — 
The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  o|i  Thursday, 

(Orders  in  Council  Bill.]  The  ques- 
tion that  tbe  biU  b^  re^d  9,  third  time. 


was  then  put,  and  an  amendment  moved, 
that  it  be  read  a  third  time,  on  Monday 
se'imight.  Sir  \V.  Scott  rose,  and  began 
to  speak  on  the  merits  of  the  measure ; 
but  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
who  said  that  this  was  only  a  question  oC 
time  ;  and  in  this  he  was  supported  by  the 
Speaker. — ^After  some  conversation,  the 
house  divided,  upon  deferring  the  third 
reading  of.  the  bill  till  Monday  se^nnight. 

Ayes .159---  Noes 122 

Majority 63 

The  question  being  then  put,  that  the  biU 
be  now  read  a  third  time. 

Sir  William  Scott  entered  into  a  learned 
discussion  upon  the  law  of  nations,  which 
being  in  its  nature  conventional,  was  no 
longer  binding  than  when  the  rules  of  this 
convention  were  adverted  to  by  all  par- 
ties concerned .  When  they  were  departed 
from  by  one  party,  the  other  was  left  to 
the  guidance  of  natural  justice;  and  by  the 
laws  of  natural  justice,  retaliation  was  au- 
thorised as  an  essential  part.of  self-defence. 
The  right  of  retaliation  the  learned  judge 
shewed  to  be  limited  only  by  the  extent  of 
the  annoyance  which  called  forth  the  ex- 
ercise oF  it.  If  an  enemy  restricted  him*- 
self  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  warfare,  then 
it  was  incumbent  upon  the  other  bellige- 
rent to  carry  on  hostility  under  the  same 
restrictions ;  but  if  be  resorted  to  unusual 
modes  of  warfare,  then  it  was  competent 
for  his  adversary  to  pursue  him  even  to 
neutral  ground.  The  right  was  unques- 
tionable ;  the  only  question  was,  the  pru- 
dence of  exercising  it.  The  learned  judge 
then  proceeded  to  apply  the  general  doc- 
trine that  he  had  kid  down,  to  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  this  country,  in  relation 
to  France  and  the  other  powers^  of  Europe. 
He  shewed  that  the  French  decree  w^ 
intended  to  cut  us  off  from  all  comm,uni- 
cation  with  the  other  European ,  states^; 
that  it  had  been  apted  upon  ;  that  the  xnr 
terpretation  of  M.  Decres  was  wholly 
unauthorized ;  that  this  exposition  stoo^ 
formally  contradicted  by  a  decree  of  the 
supreme  court  of  prvziesat  Paris  ;  ^d  that 
if  there  were  any  exceptions  made  to  its 
general  operation,  those  exceptions  would 
only  prove,  that  the  government. of  France 
now  was,  what  it  had  been  always^  even  in 
its  best  times,  fluctuating  and  capricious. 
He  further  contended,  that  even  if  it  w^s 
not  acted  upon,  vhich  rested  with  the 
other  party  to  p^ove,  it  was  nevertheless 
an  injury,  because  it  was  an  insult  to  tlve 
country ;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  an  emi- 
nent person  ftow  ^o  r^ovo  (Mr.  Foy),  wq- 
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jrited  more  «o  be  chaseised  than  any^ther 
tpeoi^  of  injury  whatever.  As  to  the 
■le^rare  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  be  as- 
lierted^hat  it  was  merely  iohcming  tip  the 
principle  which  had  been  adopted  in  the 
Onder  tnConncil^ian.  1807,  and  foonded 
mpo0,  the  doctrine  which  had  been  so  abl^y 
vnaintoined  in  tiie  note  of  lord  Howick  to 
Mr.  Rist ;  and  even  though  the  authors 
«f  these  official  papers  ohose  to  disclaim 
them,  stHl  he  would  maintain  the  tenets 
witich  ihey  «et  forth.  Upon  the  morali ty 
4>f  tlie  measure,  'therefore,  there  was  no 
doubt,  llie  question  of  its  policy  was 
inore  complex,  and  of  >ts  eftects  it  was 
jmpossible  to  speak  with  certainty.  He 
lehoold  lament  exceedingly,  if  it  should 
4iave  the  efiect  of  producing  any  irrita- 
tion in  the  American  government.  But 
he  hoped,  that  they  would  not  only  look 
4o  the  act,  but  to  the  causes  of  the  act, 
«nd  that  it  would  be  viewed  not  as  a  mea- 
sure of  hostility  against  America,  but 
«gainst  France.  The  present  bill  had  his 
most  doeided  support. 

Dr.  Laurence  entered  into  an  extensive 
-view  of  what  was  the  law  of  nations,  as 
^spressed  by  the  best  writers  on  that  sub- 
let, an^  as  \t  was  to  be  deduced  from  the 
-uniform  practice,  not  only  of  this  country, 
"but  alsoof  F«mce,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden, 
and  other  eountries,  &om  the  earliest  pe- 
riod. From  these  authorities  he  shewed, 
that  the  Orders  of  the  7th  ,of  Jan.  were 
justified  by  tte  established  usage  and 
avowed  concurrence  of  all  civilised  na- 
tions, on  the  principle  that  one  bellige- 
rent bad  an  undoubted  right  to  prevent  a 
neutral  from  lending  herself  to  another 
'belli geraiit  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
•her  coasting  trade.  But,  with  respect  to 
•the  Orders  of  the  II  th  of  Nov.  he  main- 
tained, that  thougli  they  were  professedly 
«fbunded  oti  a  principle  of  retaliation,  they 
were  not  aclually  so  founded ;  as  it  was 
not  what  was  expressed  by  ministers,  an 
acquiescence  in  the  orders  of  the  enemy 
(if  such  had  been  the  fact),  but  an  adher- 
ence to  the  cause  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  the  legittmale  ground  of  measures  of 
retaliation. 

Mr.  Stephens  asserted  the  necessity 
which  called  for  the  Orders  in  Council,  a 
•necessity/  in  his  opinion,  so  imperious,  that 
It  would,  have  justified  measures  even  of  a 
more  extensive  nature. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  argued,  that  the  Orders 
were- absurd,  and  incapable  of  being  car- 
ried into  execution. 

Sir  C.  Prkc  stated,  <feat  he  had  brought 


a  Petition  down  to  the  house,  wliich  an 
ijoformality  f^ne  iiad  prevented  him  from 
presenting.  It  was  irom  a  number  of 
persons  interested  in  the  traded  America, 
and  avowed*  their  firm  'conviction,  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  a  wise  and  salu*- 
tary  measure. 

About  three  o^clock  in  the  morning  lor4 
H.  Petty  proposed  an  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  on  the  ground  of  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  and  the  number  of  gentlemea 
who  were  anxious  to  deliver  their  senti- 
ments. Mr.  Windham  supported  the  mo- 
tion 'for  adjournment. — ^On  a  division  there 
appeared. 

For  the  adjournment-  ------    71 

Against  it--- ......  145 

Majority  -.-..--.-- i?* 

WhHe  the  Opposition  members  were 
in  the  lobby,  Mr.  Ponsonby  addressed 
them,  and  observing  that  they  had  ineflec- 
tuaJly  proposed  the  postponement  of  the 
Mutiny  bill  from  this  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  an  opportunity  for  resuming 
the  debate  on  the  Orders  in  Council  h'lU, 
recjuested  t^at  $hcy  would  not  quit  the 
house,  as  the  only  justifiabie  resource  left 
to  them,  was  to  forqe  ministers  to  cotisent 
to  an  adjournment  by  repeated  and  in- 
cessant motions  to  that  effect.— r-We  were 
not  re-admitted,  but  were  informed, 
that  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  having  reminded 
the  house  that  on  the  Bill  for  the  Suspen- 
sion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  he  had 
moved  the  question  of  adjournment  17 
times  in  one  night,  moved  that  the  house 
do  now  adjourn. — ^The  house  immediately 
divided 

For  the  adjournment  -------    67 

Against  it 140 

Majority  --- -^-—7  4" 

On  a  motion  that  the  Orders  in  Council 
be  read,  Mr.  Henry  Martin  called  for  a 
division,  which  was  as  follows: 

For  residing  the  Orders 65 

Against  it ,-...,  140 

Majority ^75 

After  some  further  discussion,  it  was  at 
length  agreed  that  the  debate  should  be 
adjourned  until  to  morrow. — Adjourned 
at  half  past  five  on  Friday  morning, 

HpusE  OF  i^oans. 
.  .  Friiqg,  March II. 
[Dbrtor  awd  Creditor  Bim*.]  The 
Earl  of  Motrat  on  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  bill,  urged  the  necessity  of  re- 
sorting to  some  measure  for  the  amen^d* 
ment  of  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor. 
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and  to  tka  prevention. aftlutt  misery,  and 
those  BumeFous  ill  efiecto,  which  resulted 
from  long  continqed  imprisonment  for 
debt;  The  noble  earl  esplained-  the  ob- 
j^Qts.  of  his  bill^  aa  relating'  to  arrest  oil 
mesne  processi  and  imfprisonmeat  ia  ex- 
eeution,,  in  both  of  which  the  intention 
was  tO'  ^itOJ^Cen  the  duratioil  of  imprison- 
ment; in  the  former,  by  compelling  the 
plaintifi^  wher«  the  writ  was  issued  in  one 
tefm  and  returnable  ia  the  next,  to  declare 
in^  the  term  of  the  return^  and  to  proceed 
to  tKial  ith  the  succeeding  term.;  and  in 
the  latter*  by  releasing  the  debtors-  at  cer- 
taui  specified  times,  at  the  quarter  sessions, 
on  assigning  over  their  property  in  pos- 
session and-  reversion,  and  also  rendeiing 
their  future  property  liable*  The  latter 
mode  was- the  principle  of  the  cessio'  bo- 
noKum  introduced' into  the  Roman  law  by 
Cssac,  and  subsequently,  after  a  long  ex- 
perience, adopted,  by  Justinian.  A  similar 
law  had  long  prevailed  in  Holland  and  in 
Denmark)  where  it  had  been  found  equally 
efficacious.  His  lopdship  stated  a  variety 
of  instances,,  in  which  persons  imprisoned 
for  small  debts  had  experienced  a  great 
^  aggl^avation  of  their  imprisonment' by  the 
costs  with  which  they  were  charged ;  and 
iRBtanced  many  cases  where  prisoners 
were  unabk  to  raise  the  money  necessary 
to  obtain  that  relief  to  which  they  were 
entitled  by  law.  Thus,  out  of  700  a^nu- 
^ly  released  by  the  Thatched* house  so- 
ciety^  there  were,  on  the  average,  about 
130  who  were  unable  to  pay  the  expences 
of  suing  for  the  allowance  under  the'  lords 
act;  and  about  50  who,  though  super- 
sedable,  were  unable  to  raise  the  money 
necessary  to  sue  for  their  supersedeas^ 
He  condemned  ^nerally  the  principle  of 
plaeing  a^debtor  at  the  mercy  of  accreditor, 
who  might  indefinitely  impiuson  him' ; 
and  trusted  their  lordships  would  agree  to 
the  proposed  alteration  in  the  law; 

I^rd  JS//ert6oroff$i^  condemned  any  at- 
tempt to  imtovate  upon  a<  long  established 
k^,  without  taking' a  clear  and  compre- 
henfttve  view- of  the  whole  of  the  beai^ings 
of  the  qaestion«  This  had  not  been,  done 
in  the  preisenl  bill,  which  had  been  drawn 
up  (not,  of eewrficby  the  nebleearl)  with 
a- great  igpornnee  of  the  law,  and  with 
provisions  whiob  could  net  be  carried,  into 
effect  vi4the«t'  great  ii^^istiecf  and-  injiuiyjb 
Hift>  lordship^  went  through,  the*  di&rent 
clauaiM-  of  the  bill,  for  the  pucpMe-  of 
shewing  that  they  were  wholly  inadequate 
t4»  their  propeaied^ob^ect.  A^plaiotifi*«wiui' 
at  present  obliged  to  declare  wit^un^  twe 


terms ;  and  as  to  arrest,  it  was,  gejaerally 
speaking,  the  best  means  of  pmducing  a 
payment  or  a  composition  of  the  debt, 
ana  did  produce  that  effect  in  five  cases 
out  of  six.  The  creditor  was  more  fre- 
quently an  object  of  compassion  than  th^ 
debtor^  from  the  frauds  practised  on  biim%  / 
He  was  decidedly  hostile  to  the  bill,  and 
thought  it  ought  not  to  go  to  a  committee. 
Lord  Ho/^ni/  combated  the  objection  of 
innovation.  To  hold  that  every  thing  which 
fell  from  judge  Hale  must  be  correct,  was 
rather  paying  too  higjh  a  respect  to  thd 
doctrines  and  opinionof  that  learned  judge% 
If  his  lordship  recollected  well,  judge  Hale 
had. been  hostile  to  the  repeal  of  the  laws 
against  witchcraft  ;  and  indeed,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  noble  and*,  learned  lord  went 
to  this,  that  no  alteration  whatever,,  in  our 
law  or  practice,  ought  to  take  place ;  ii}i 
fact,  that  their  lordships  and  the  other 
house  ought  not  to  nieet  for  the  purpose^ 
of  legislation.  He  hoped  as  opinions  of 
celebrated  men  were  to  be  quoted,  he  might 
be  allowed  to  notice  the  opinion  of  a  justly 
celebrated  man,  and  who  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  life,  at  least,  could  hardly  be 
suspected  of  favouring  innovations.  That 
able  and  enlightened  man  was  well  known 
to  have  been  peculiarly  partial  to  the 
general  principle  of  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  friend.  Another  great 
man.  Dr.  Johnson,  had  also  expressed 
himself  decidedly  on  this  subject,  and  de- 
clared that  imprisonment  for  debt  ought 
not  to  be  suffered,  unless  for  the  purpose 
of  compelling  a^rrender  of  the  debtor's 
effects^  As  to  the  evils  resulting  from  the 
present  systemj  they  were  so  numei'6us» 
and  at  the  same  time  so  apparent,  that  if 
was  hardly  necessary  for  him  even  to 
allude  to  them*  One  stFikiag  proof  of 
the  absurdity  of  the  present  law  was  to 
be  feund  in  the  frequency  of  insolvent 
acts. .  If  the  legislature  were  not  aware  ' 
that  there  wa&  something  peculiarly  ofien- 
sive  in  continued  imprisonment  for  debt, 
why  should  it  pass  these  acts  of  insoU 
vency  ?  All  suspensions  of  any  estab^shed 
law  were  to  be  reprobated^  and  it  was  in* 
finitely  preferable  that  the  law  should  be 
at  onee  repealed,  than,  diat  it  sheuld-  be 
repeatedly  viedated;  Snrely,  it  wouldoot 
be>  said  that  these  insolmit  acfa^  were 
passed-  nierely;  as-a  matter  of  convenien^^Of 
and  that  one  set  of  persons-  were  libemted 
solely  f^  the  purpose  of  makings  roofer 
another^  Theiiiimber  of^ p^Msons  atpr^ 
sent  confined  for  debt  in.  the-  metropek^ 
waftt  »tated«eB«being:  b^  ^0  ntfans  o^m^i^. 
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ratively  great.  He  begged  it  to  be  re- 
marked, however,  that  the  Thatched  House 
society  was  not  a  national  institution  ;  of 
course,  any  relief  granted  by  them  did  not 
proceed  worn  the  benignity  of  ottr  laws, 
which  had  thus  provided  a  partial  remedy 
for  a  great  evil.  It  was  calculated  that 
this  society  liberated  700  persons  annually, 
who,  but  for  this  institution,  must  have 
formed  an  addition  to  those  at  present 
confined  for  debt,  and  from  the  best  com- 
putation his  lordship  could  make,  would 
increase  that  number  to  about  10,500. 
His  lordship  did  not  pretend  to  be,  by  any 
means,  so  well  qualified  as  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  to  judge  what  would  be  the 
best  mode  of  giving  effect  tb  the  measure 
now  proposed;  he  could  not,  however, 
abstain  from  expressing  his  surprise  and 
concern  that  those  noble  and  learned  per- 
sons, whose  peculiar  province  it  was  to 
endeavour  to  render  the  law  of  the  land  as 
unexceptionable  as  possible;  should  shew 
80  great  reluctance  to  bring  forward  a  bill 
which  might  meet  their  own  ideas  on  the 
subject. 

Earl  Moira  replied  generally  to  the  ar- 
guments of  lord  Ellenborough,  when  the 
house  divided  on  the  question  for  the 
second  reading :  Contents  5 :  Non  con- 
tents 9  :  Majority  4. — The  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly thrown  out. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  11. 
[East  India  Company's  Affairs.]  Mr. 
U.  Dimdus  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Committee,  to  inquire  into  the  present  state 
of  the  Afikirs  of  the  East  India  Company. 
He  stated,  that  the  same  causes  which 
created  the  deficit  which  existied  last  J^ear, 
still  continued  to  operate,  and  that  there 
was  a  deficit  now  to  a  very  considerable 
amount.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  cause  which  liad  produced,  and 
which  tended  to  perpetuate  this  deficit, 
and  to  suggest  the  most  proper  remedy  to 
iipply  to  it-.  Advices  had  been  expected 
from  the  noble  lord  who  now  presided 
over  the  affairs  of  India,  which  might  be 
useful  in  guiding  the  inquiries  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  none  had  been  as  yet  received. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  documents 
to  which  the  committee  might  hare  access 
would  be  suflicient  to  enable  them  to  make 
a  report  on  the  subject.  He  concluded  by 
laovihg,  ''That  a  committee  be  appointed 


to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the 
Affairs  of  the  East  India  Company/^ 

Mr.  Creetey  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing,  but  of  supporting  the  motion  ; 
convinced  as  he  was  that  it  was  only  by 
a  committee,  that  the  situation  of  the  East 
India  Company  could  be  properly  inves- 
tigated ;  and  that  the  statements  of  the 
different  budgets  had  been  delusive  frcim 
beginning  to  end.  He  asked,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  the  committee  should  confine  their  in- 
quiries to  the  financial  and  commercial 
state  of  the  company,  or  that  they  should 
extend  their  investigation  to  its  territorial 
concerns?  • 

Mr.  R.  Dttndas  replied,  that  it  was  his 
•wish  that  the  inquiries  of  the  committee 
should  bef  the  most  comprehensive,  though 
he  did  not  imagine  that  they  would  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  investigate  the  whole 
system  of  Indian  policy  under  the  different 
governments  for  many  years  past. — ^The 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of 
21  members  appointed. 

[Orders  IN  Council  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  was  read,  for  resuming  the  ad- 
journed debate  on  the  Orders  in^Conncit 
bill. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  spoke  against  the  bill. 
He  thought  it  was  unjust  as  tb  neutrals, 
and  inexpedient  as  a  measure.  The  chief 
ground  taken  by  ministers  was  stated  in 
the  preamble  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  to 
be,  that  the  government  of  France  Kaid 
i.ssned  certain  decrees.  The  question  was, 
how  far  we  were  justified  in  making  neu- 
trals suffer  for  this.  No  retaliation  could, 
in  his  opinion,  be  justified  on  the  principle 
assumed  by  ministers,  that  neutrals  must 
take  the  consequences  of  the  retaliation 
Which  had  become  necessary  on  the  pai-t 
6f  this  country.  Mr.  Armstrong,  the' 
American  minister  at  Paris,  had  applied 
to  the  minister  of  marine  in  France,  on  the-  • 
subject,  and  was  informed  by  him  that  the 
Decrees  were  not  to  be  acted  upon  with 
respect  to  America.  No  better  authority 
could  be  appHed  to;  and  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  enquire  farther.  '  We  bad,' 
therefore,  rashly  cast  away  the  Ame- 
rican trade.  He  answered  the  arguments 
that' had  been  urged  on  the  subject  of 
premiums  on  insurance  ;  he  thought  that 
we  ought  to  have  waited  another  month  to 
see  how  the  Americans  would  act,  atid 
was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  doctrine  of  mi- 
niisters  was  admitted,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible that  neuti^ls  could  caiT^  on  any  tr^e- 
whatever.  •  ; 
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Mr.  Roue  denied  that  any  inflammatory 
iftnguage  had  been  a^ed  on  his  side  of  the 
Yi<mBe  with  respect  to  America  ;  and  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
trite  would  beware  of  attempting  to  per- 
suade America,  that  a  disposition  existed 
III  the  present  government  to  provoke  war 
with  that  country.  No  man  deprecated 
such  an  event  more  than  he  did,  and  yet 
he  denied  that  the  benefits  resulting  from 
American  neutrality  were  so  great  as 
they  had  been  represented.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  Americans  were  the  chief 
mstraments  in  conveying  our  manufactures 
to  the  continent.  This^  however,  was  not 
the  fact,  and  there  were  many  present  who 
knew  it  as  well  as  he  did.  The  exports^  to 
America  had  been  stated  at  ten  millions. 
They  were  cei'tainly  upwards  of  nine  mil- 
lions, but  of  these  not  much  above  ha^lf 
were  consumed -there,  and  therefore,  the 
Americans  were  our  carriers  to  a  consi- 
derable extent ;  but  in  case  o^a  war  with 
America,  theve  were  other  channels  by 
^hich  the  surphis  above  the  consumption 
of  America  could  be  carried  to  the  places 
where  it  was  wanted. 

The  Solicitor  General  deprecated  the 
t^omtfi  and  aspersions  thrown  oat  against 
tfce  gsood  iaith,  honour,  and  morality,  of 
tli«i  exsstin^  government  of  th6  country  ; 
aspersions  at  all  times  mischievous,  but  at 
th^  present  awful  crisis,  ala^-mingly  dan- 
gerous, as  calculated  to  excite  a  distrust 
m  the  people,  that  might  be  attended  with 
fetal  consequences.  The  learned  gent, 
then  contended,  that  the  question  of  mu- 
nicipal law  had  been  giv^  up  by  the 
other  side,  and  that  there  was  not  an  au- 
thority in  any  one  bOok>  from  the  earliest 
times*  of  the  history  of  this  country,  to 
justify  the  objection  of  the  law'  of  nations 
being  violated  in  the  Orders  in  Council. 
He  procoeded  at  length  to  invalidate  the 
objections  to,  and  justify  the  arguments  in 
iavoor  of,  the  j<rstice,  policy,  ami'  legality 
of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Grattan  was  of  opinion^^  that  the 
niLme  of  the  country,  and  the  character  of 
the  country,  were  the  only  strength  which 
it  retained  upon  the  continent ;  and  that 
whatever  was  fatal  to  its  character,  must 
be  fetal  to  its  interests.  Viewing  the  mea- 
sure before  the  house  as  inconsistent  with 
justice,  and  of  course,  injurious  to  the  cha- 
raisterof  England,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
oppose  it.  He  d eprecaled  the  ideu  of  acting 
upon  the  principlies  of  France,  by  pursu- 
ing the  system  which  gave  birth  to  this 
measure,  and   thus  taking  awav  ihe  best 

Vol.  X. 


of  our  friends,  by  involving  us  in  war  with 
America.  No  measure  should  be  more 
studiously  avoided  by  England,  than  that 
which  threatened  to  deprive  us  of  the  af- 
fections, of  America  or  was  likely  to  lead 
to  a  war  with  that  country.  For  the  effect 
of  a  war  with  America,  would  be  to  ren- 
der the  interests  of  France  triumphant,  and 
to  engage  our  fleets  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy.  None  of  the  arguments  of  the 
learned  gent,  who  preceded  him,  served 
to  shew  that  the  empire  would  be  behe- 
iited  in  its  financial,  commercial,  manu- 
facturing, or  poHtical  interests,  by  theS'B^ 
Orders  in  Council,  while  the  evils  they 
menaced  were  obvious.  There  were  two 
capital  faults  in  the  speech  of  the  learned 
gent,  the  one  of  law,  the  other  of  fact. 
He  was  en*oneous  in  his  definition  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  his  conception  of  the 
principles  of  the  late  ministers.  For  the 
law  of  nations  could  never  sustain  the  no- 
tion, that  because  the  decree  of  one  belli- 
gerent might  affect  the  interest  of  neutrals; 
the  other  belligerent  was  warranted  in 
controuling  the  trade  of  neutrals  altoge- 
ther. And  in  order  to  understand^  the 
principles  of  the  late  ministers,  gentlemen 
had  only  to  look  to  the  letter  of  lord  How- 
ick  to  Mr.  Erskine,  and  to  the  memorial 
of  lord  Holland  and  lord  Auckland  to  the 
American  commissioners,  from  both  of 
which  it  would  be  seen  that  the  further 
pi'oceedings  which  the  late  ministers  pro- 
posed to  take  against  neutrals,  were  only 
in  case  they  acquiesced  in  the  French  de- 
cree. They  did  not  call  upon  neutrals  to 
resist  that  decree,  as  the  learned  gent, 
'argued  ;  and  therefore  the  assertion  was 
untbunded,  that  the  present  niinisters  acted 
upon  the  principles  of  their  predecessors. 
According  to  these  principles,  America, 
not  having  acquiesced,  should  not  have 
been  proceeded  against  upon  the  grounds 
stated.  Indeed,  the  faith  of  the  British 
government  was  pledged  to  America  in 
the  dispatches  he  had  referred  to,  that  no 
sach  proceedings  should  be  taken. — ^The 
right  hon.  gent,  laughed  at  the  idea  of  re-  ^ 
ducing  thfe  tone  of  the  enemy,  or  pres?dng 
him  to  peace,  by  any  privations  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill  might  produce  upon  thf* 
continent.  We  might  refuse  our  Jesuits' 
bark  to  the  French  soldiers  ;  wc  might  in- 
flict pains  and  penalties  by  the  acrimony  of 
statutsffs  upon  those  who  were  saved  froifn, 
the  severity  of  war ;  but  the  calculation  was 
contemptible,  that  by  such  an  expedient, 
or  by  refusing  tea  and  sugar,  we  could  co- 
erce the  French  or  the  Spaniards,  or  least 
SZ 
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of  all  Buonaparte.  On  the  contrary,  we 
should  only  enable  that  potentate  to  injure 
our  reputation  and  inflame  the  prejudices 
of  his  subjects  against  us.  Therefore  this 
measure  would  not  injure  the  enemy, 
while  it  would  expose  us  to  odium. — With 
regard  to  the  commercial .  eftects  of  the 
bill  before  the  house,  the  question  was, 
whether  it  would  be  politic  in  us  to  de- 
prive France  of  her  commerce  ?  Such 
might  be  the  policy  of  Buonaparte,  but  it 
could  not  be  ours  f  for  France  deprived  of 
commerce,  would  become  more  formidable 
tousj^  she  would  become  a  nation  of  sol- 
■  diers.  But  if  the  commerce  of  the  conti- 
'nent  were  done  away,  what  was  to  become 
of  the  commerce  of  England  ?  France  and 
England  would  return  to  their  natural  re- 
lations, and  if  so,  the  advantage  must  be 
on  the  side  of  the  enemy;  therefore  it 
was  quite  absurd  for  England  to  talk  of 
destroying  commerce. — But  the  eftect  of 

,  this  measure  upon  Ireland  was  peculiarly 
alarming,  and  must  be  more  so.  Flax 
^eed,  so  essential  to  her  staple  trade,  was, 
in  the  proportion  of  four-fifths  of  her  an- 
^ual  consumption,  imported  from  Ameri- 
ca, as  appeared  from  accounts  on  the 
tabic.  It  was  said  that  the  stoppage  of 
the  continental  trade  would  give  the  Irish 
trade  an  advantage,  by  excluding  the  com- 
petition of  tl\e  linens  of  Germany  :  but 
ivhat  w'as  the  fact  ?  At  the  last  Irish  mar- 
ket the  sale  of  linen  was  not  beyond  one- 
fifth  of  its  usual  qus^ntity,  while  its  price 
was  depreciated  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent, 
for  home  corisumption,  and  twenty  per 
cent,  for  the  foreigii  marl^et.  Another, 
and  a  serious  injury  to  Ireland,  would  re-* 
suit  from  the  loss  of  its  commerce  with 
America,  in  consequenpe  of  the  supply  of 
staves  ;  one  of  those  articles  which  she  an- 
nually used  in  her  provision  trade,  and  for 
other  purposes,  ^nd  imported  frona  that 
country.  Ireland,  therefore,  must  be  pecu- 
liarly  afTpcted  by  an  American  yirar;  in- 
deed, she  suiicred  'so  much  by  tjie  Orders  in 
pouncil,  that  should  they  be  persisted  in, 
some  separate  provision  ought  tq  be  made 
for  that  country— An  American  vvar,  how- 
ever, appeared  to  the  right  hop.  gent,  to  be 
much  ippre  cjangerous  on  other  grounds 
than  any  that  could  arjse  out  of  mere  com- 
mercial cor^sidevations.  He  called  upon 
the  British  parliament  to  consider,  the 
consequences  of  separating  Great  Britain 
and  America,  arid  thus  dividing  and  weak- 
ening the  only  force  that  remained  in  the 

M'orld,  to  sustain  the  character  of  liberty, 
|p  hold  out  hopes  to  the  continent, '  The 


right  hon.  gent*  concluded  with  exhorting 
gentlemen  to  reflect,  that  any  loss  to  Ame- 
rica or  England,  would  but  add  to  the  ac- 
cumulated gains  pf  France,  ^ould  but  ad- 
vance the  strength  of  that  power  which 
was  equally  the  enemy  of  both. 

Mr.  Bankes  maintained,  that,  as  far  as 
any  other  nation  was  concerned,  we  were 
not  guilty  of  any  violation  of  the  princi- 
ple of  justice  by  our  adoption  of  the  pre- 
sent measure.  But,  when  he  looked  at  it 
in  a  commercial  view,  as  far  as  regarded 
our  own  manufactures,  he  confessed  that 
he,  for  one,  was  deficrent  in  information  as 
to  that  pohit ;  it  was  not  unlikely  that  some 
other  gentlemen  might  be  in  a  similar  pre- 
dicament.— ^After  some  further  debate  the 
house  then  divided  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill:  Aj'^es,  108;  Noes,G8j  Majo- 
rity 100. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  ^l^, 

[King's  Message  respecting  Sweden.} 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  rose  to  move  an  ad-r 
dress  of  thanks  to  (lis  majesty  for  his  lAOst 
gracious  message.  After  the  proofs  of  un-r 
shaken  iirqiness  ^d  fidelity  which  bis 
Swedish  majesty  had  displayed  to  his  enr 
gagemeiits  with  this  country,  there  could 
scarcely  be  any  other  sentiment  in  the 
minds  of  noble  lords,  but  that  the  conduct 
of  this  country  towards  Sweden  should  be 
marked  by  that  justice,  generosity,  -  and 
good  faith,  which  characterised  the  rela- 
tions of  this  cov.ntry  with  its  allien,  and 
which  nvere  ?o  signally  called  for  and  de- 
served by  the  uniform  steadiness .  and 
spirit  exhibited  by  his  Swedish  majesty. 
The  object  of  the  subsidies  and  of  the  sup- 
port which  it  was  proposed  now  to  afford 
to  Sweden,  was  not  the  forniaiion  of  any 
confederacy,  but  to  enable  his  Swedish 
majesty  to  defend  hi$  doitiinions  against 
the  formidable  confederate  attacks  with 
which  be  was  threatened.  He  should  re- 
peat it,  that  it  was  to  enable  that,  gallant 
monarch  to  make  a  stand  in  the  defence  of 
his  kingdom,  and  not  with  a  view  to  en- 
tangle him  in  any  alliance  that  $hould  pre- 
vent hint)  from  making  peace  with  theenepiy 
if  any  opportunity  occurred  of  his  obtain- 
ing terms  he  might  ponsid^r  a^  equitable 
and  honourable.  His  maj.'s  soveriVQaent 
had  never  interfered  to  prevent  his  availing 
himself  of  such  an  occasion.  The  subsidy 
of  1,200,0001.  which  was  to  be  fucnighed 
to  Sweden^  would  not  be  paid  in  one  sum*. 
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as  had  been  that  formerly  to  Prussia,  but 
in  monthly  instalments,  to  be  continued 
as  long  as  it  was  probable  its  object  could 
be  accomplished.  His  lordshtp  concluded 
with  moving  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
which  was  an  echo  of  the  message. 

Lord  Grenvillc  was  satisfied  with  the 
ground  on  which  the  noble  secretary  rested 
his  motion ;  and  so  far  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  "make  any  opposition  to  it.  He 
heard  with  pleasure  and  approbation,  that 
no  attempt  was  made  by  ministers  to  pre- 
vent Sweden  from  making  what  peace  it 
might  be  in  her  power  to  negotiate  ;  and 
that  the  subsidy  now  oflered  her  was  pro- 
moted only  by  justice,  generosity,  and 
good  faith.  So  fiar  it  was  endeavoured  to 
■uphold  the  character  of  the  country  in 
the  eyes  of  Europe.  He  was  sorry,  how- 
ever, to  see  the  treaty  encumbered  v/ith 
the  article  thiat  provided  that  the  two 
countries  should  negotiate  conjointly. 
There  vsras  no  reciprocity  between  the  in- 
terests* and  situation  of  the  two  powers ; 
and  where  there  was  no  reciprocity,  it  was 
idle  to  tie  down  either  of  them  to  a  joint 
negotiation  ;  besides,  there  was  a  sort  of 
contradiction  in  saying  that  Sweden  was 
left  free  to  negotiate  if  an  opportunity 
offered  to  enable  her  to  make  peace,  and 
liext,  to  require  that  she  should  not  make 
peace  except  in  conjunction  with  Great 
britain. — ^The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Dismissal  of  Mr.  John  Giffard.] 
Ix)rd  Ifarrfuj/cAr,  pursuant  to  notice,  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  a  transaction, 
during  the  discussion  upon  which  some 
observations  had  lately  been  made  upon 
his  conduct,  which  he  was  conscious  were 
wholly  unfounded.  The  transaction  he 
alluded  to,  was  the  removal  of  a  Mr.  Gif- 
fard  from  a  place  which  he  held  in  the 
revenue  oflSce  in  Ireland.  He  was  only 
anxious  to  offer  a  candid  statement  of  the 
matter,  as  it  really  stood,  and  that  state- 
ment, he  trusted,  would  fullv  vindicate  his 
character,  as  far  as  it  was  implicated  in 
this  matter.  The  noble  earl  then  .observ- 
ed, that  he  would  not  insist  on  reading  ex- 
tract<i  from  the  letters  of  the  noble  secre- 
tary 6f  state  on  this  subject,  as  that,  he 
understood,  would  be  objected  to;  but  he 
believed  he  was  at  liberty  to^read  extracts 
from  his  own  letters  in  answer  to  tViose  of 
the  noble  secretary.  The  noble  0arl  then 
read  a  variety  of  extracts  from  his  corres- 
pondence in  1805,  with  the  noble  secre- 
tary (lord  Hawkesbury),  respecting  the 
business  of  the  catholic  petition,  and  the 
meaJiares  tvhich  the  Irish  govenuneiit  was 


instructed  to  pursue,  in  order  t^o  prevent 
any  irritation  of  the  public  mind  upon  that 
Question.     From  these  extracts  it  appeared, 
that  the  catholics  held  private  meetings 
to  concert  the  best  mode  of  preparing  and 
presenting  their  petition,  the  result    of 
which   they   had  never  published.    The 
whole  of  their  meetings  and  proceedings 
were  preside^d  over  by  a  noble  lord  (Fin- 
gal),  to  the  candour,  moderation,  and  tem- 
per   of  whose   conduct,   throughout  the; 
whole  of  this  business,  he  should  be  ever 
happy  to  bear  the  testimony  such  conduct 
deserved.     In  order  to  give  effect  to  the 
instructions  of  government,  he  had   con- 
sulted with  all  the  leading  men  in  Dublin, 
and  had  their  approbation  of  the  measure 
he  thought  it  prudent  to  adopt.     The  un- 
der-secretary  of    government  had  even 
been  instructed  to  send  a  confidential  per- 
son to  Mr.  Giflard,  and  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  wishes  of  his  majesty's  govern-r 
ment'  respecting  the  catholic   petition; 
more  particulai-ly  specifying  those  wishes, 
by   informing    him,  that  no    discussion 
should  be  agitated  in  Dublin  on  the  ques- 
tion, until  it  had  previously  come  before, 
and  been  decided  on  by  parliament.     Mr. 
G.  had  early  and  repeated  admonitions 
on  this  point,   but  no  consideration,   he 
said,  should  deter  him  from  giving  "   a 
licking  to  the  papists.'*      He  accordingly 
made    the    most    violent    and    offensive 
speeches  in  the  common  council  of  Dub- 
lin against  the  catholics,  which  were  felt 
to  be  exceedingly  injurious  by  the  catho- 
lics, and  which,  in  hisopinion,  were  wholly 
irreconcileable  with  the  wishes  and  in- 
struction^ of  government.      In  order  to 
prove  the  sincerity  of  the  wishes  of  the  * 
noble  secretary,  and  in  compliance  with 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  own  duty,  he 
removed  Mr.  G.  from  the  situation  he  held 
under  government,  not  however  without 
repeated  admonitions  to  desist  from  every 
inflammatory  {Proceeding.     It  was  true, 
that  some  time  after,  in  May,  the  noble 
secretary  expressed  some  regret  at  that 
measure,  as  it  seemed  to  have  given  of- 
fence to  some  protestant  Irish  gentlemen 
then  in  England.     Whether  the  opinions 
of  those  gentlemen  were  right  or  wrong 
he  should  not  now  enquire  ;  but  he  ima- 
gined that  the  situation  he  then  held,  af- 
forded as  faif  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  situation  of  Ireland,  as  any  of  those 
gentlemen  could  possibly  have  had.     He 
had  interpreted  theinstrtretionsof  govi6^n- 
ment  in  the  best  manner- his;  judgment 
enabled  him  to  do  5  and  he  had  not  acl«d> 
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as  had  been  insinuated^  with  aoy  harsh 
precipitation  towards  Mr.  6.  In  order,  to 
prove  these  assertions,  he  should  now 
ihove, "  That  there  be  laid  before  the  house, 
extracts  of  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
and  himself,  respecting  jthe  manner  in 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to  act  in  Ire- 
land with  respect  to  the  measure  of  the 
catholic  petition/* 

Lord  Hawkesbury  acknowledged,  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  candid  than  the  state- 
ment of  his  noble  friend,  but  still  he  felt 
himself  not  bound  to  produce  the  corres- 
pondence moved  for,  because  some  of  it 
was  of  a  private  nature,  and  because,  if 
produced,  it  could  answer  no  piurpose.  It 
was  true,  the  conduct  of  his  noble  friend 
in  displacing  Mr.  GiGiird  was  looked  upon 
as  rather  harsh  by  some  of  tlie  protestant 
gentlemen  in  Ireland,  and  in  this  country  : 
and  indeed,  when  it  was  recollected  what 
Mr.  Giilard  had  suifered  during  the  rebel- 
lion, and  on  other  occasions,  with  respect  to 
persons  naturally  most  dear  to  him,  these 
siiilerings  would  carry  with  th(?m  some 
excuse  for  his  intemperate  behaviofur. 

Lord  Grenville  highly  approved  of  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  earl,  on  that  occasion, 
and  thought  that  the  statement  lie  hs^d 
jiist  made,  abundantly  justified  that  con- 
duct.— After  a  short  explanation  from  lord 
Hawkesbury,  lord  Hardwicke  withdrew  his 
motion. 

[Orders  in  Council  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  the  first  reading  of  this  bill, 
.  Lord  Grenville  signified  that  he  had  an 
objection  in  form  to  any  further  proceeding 
in  this  measure.  It  was  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  standing;  order  of  the  house, 
of  1702  ;  and  if  their  lordships  allowed 
that  order  to  be  infringed,  there  would  be 
an  end  of  their  best  privileges,. and  of  their 
deliberative  capacity. ,  This  the  noble  ba- 
ron proceeded  to  shew  from  a  variety  of 
cases^  and  from  the  nature  and  necessity 
of  the  standing  order  tp  which  he  had 
referred. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  confessed  that  the  ob- 
jection was  an  important  one,  and  that 
sufficient  time  should  be  allowed  to  take  it 
into  consideration.  He  thought,  however, 
the  bill  should  first  be.  printed! 

Lord  Grenvilk  would  not  object  to  the 
printing  of  the  bill>  but  was.  of  opinion 
that  the  debate  which  had  arisen  on  his 
objection  to  the  form  of  the  bill  should 
be  adjourned  to  Wednesday], — ^This  sqg- 
(ptioa  was  acquiesced,  in- 


HOUSB  OP  COHMONS. 


Monday,  March  14. 

[Mutiny  Bill.]  The  Secretary  at  Vv 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Mutiny  bill. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  pursuant  tp  the  no-' 
ticc  given  for  him  a  few  days  since  by  a. 
noble  friend  of  his  (lord  Folkestone),  had 
to  offer  a  clause,  to  prevent  officers  from 
being  dismissed  from  the  army  by  any 
other  means  than  the  sentence  of  a  court 
martial.  He  thought  such  a  provision  of 
essential  importance  to  the  army,  to  the 
interests  of  the  crown,  and  those  of  the 
country.  The  form  of  tlie  proposition  he, 
had  to  make  was  so  moderate,  that  he  die} 
not  conceive  any  objection  could  be  made 
to  it  He  was  npt  aware  of  any  oppositioa 
being  intended,  except  from  some  Igose 
ideas  that  had  been  thrown  out,  of  ita 
trenching  on  the  prerogative.  He  did  not 
think  it  did.  But  even  if  it  were  true  that 
it  did,  he  should  not  think  that  would  be  a 
reasonable  objection  with  the  Jiousd,  if  he 
could  shew  that  the  power,  so  far  as  he! 
meant  to  correct  it,  had  been  exercised  in» 
a  maoner  detrimental  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  the  interests  of  the  army  and. 
of  the  country.  The  army  itself  was  con-, 
stitutionally  looked  upon  as  a  great  in- 
fringement made  by  the  crown  on  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  people.  Hje  did  not  say  it 
was  an  unnecessary  infringement.  But  as 
the  army  was  constitutionally  an  invasioiv 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  principle 
of  limiting  in  some  respects  the  arbitrary^ 
power  of  the  crown,  with  respect  to  the; 
army,  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  trench- 
ing on  the  prerogative  of  the  crowp,  which, 
held  the  army  only  by  the  indulgence  of 
parliament.  He  contended  thjit  no  pre- 
rpgative  of  the  crown,  ought  tp  infringe^ 
on  tlie  liberties  of  the  people.  The  clause, 
he  should  propose  had  nothing  in  view* 
but  to  secure  that  justice  and  fair  dealing 
■  which  should  always  mark  the  proceeding^ 
of  the  crown  towards  the  people.  He. 
proposed  to  restrain  only  that  which  no. 
king,  if  well  advised,  would  ev^r  do.  It 
was  due  to  the  officers  of  Uje  army,  to^ 
afford  theix>  that  legal  pmte,ction.  for  theic 
fortunes  and  livj^s,  and  what  was  of  still- 
naore  in^portance.to  them,  their  cl^sp's^ters* 
which  persons  of  other  classes  enjoyed., 
The^  were  wholly  at  the  merqv  of  those, 
malicioua  whispers,  by  which  thg  eaps  of 
persons  high  in  authority  were  ejcer  liable, 
to  l^e.  abused.  Officers  of  the  army,  sbpuldf 
certainly  be  no  worse  sj^s^ed  in  tUis  res-j 
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pect  than  the  rest  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 
No. man  oyght  to  be  condemned  or  pu- 
nished without  a  hearing.  Such  was  the 
principle  of  British  justice.  The  honour, 
of  which  military  men  were  so  tenacious, 
was  exposed  to  ruin  often  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  guarding  against  it.  The  disci- 
pline of  the  army  also  suffered  materially 
by  the  practice  he  wished  to  correct.  For 
when  those  who,  when  brought  to  trial, 
would  be  found  decidedly  deserving  of 
punishment,  were  blended  m  the  operation 
ef  one  undistinguishing  stroke  of  power  with 
those  who,  if  tried,  had  the  means  of  pro- 
curing thenjLselves  an  honourable  acquittal, 
TJrtue  and*  good  conduct,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, lost  their  stimulus,  and  bad  conduct 
was.  sheltered  from  a  great  part  o£  that 
shame,  which  was  the  most  efiectual  check 
upon  it^  Ticious  progress.  As  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view  was  to  .pcevent  future 
abuseTrather  than  to  censure  the  past^  he 
forbqre  to  cast  any  reflection,  or  to  cit^ 
ajay  of  thp^e  cases  which  it  would  be  com- 
petent to  adduce.  He  might  be  told  there 
were  cases  in  which  persons  were  dis- 
missed, whom  it  would  be  hard  to  expose 
by  a  court  inartial,  though  it  would  have 
been  highly  improper  to  continue  them  in 
the  service.  Persons  of  this  kind  might 
l^  permitted  to  resign,  and  thu3  there 
WQilld  always  be  a  sufficient  security 
agWist  abuses  of  every  kind.  It  was  the 
principle  of  the  British  constitution  to  se- 
parate-every  thing  odious  from  the  crown, 
ajfid  to  adorn  it  with  the  heavenly  attri- 
butes of  mercy  and  power  of  relief.  It 
wa?  an  inconsistency  with  this  principle 
that  he  wished  to  remove,  by  giving  to  the 
officecs  of  the  army  the  same  measure  of 
justice  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity. It  wag  by  the  army  that  the  crown 
wae  supported  and  the  people  protected, 
apd  why  should  the  army  be  in  a  worse 
situation  than  any  other  part  of  the  people 
in  the.  essential  point  of  justice  ?  The  army 
hatf  now  grown  to  such  an  extent,  with  a 
disposition  still  further  to  augment  it,  that 
ey^  in  point  of  mere  nuowjcical  consider- 
ation, it  was  a  large  portion  of  the  people. 
And  in  the  present  critical  and  dangerous 
situation  of  the  country,,  when  our  safety 
depended  so  much  on  the  zeal  and  energy 
of  the  officers  of  the  army,  ought  they  to 
b^  left  in  circumstances  in  which  they 
might  be  whispered*  out  of  their  ranjc  ana 
situ^fion,  in|;o  poverty,  disgrace  ajjd  ruin, 
aadr^  thousand  calamities  worse  than  any 
law  goujd'  inflict,  by  the.artsof  a.darJk  ma- 
li^jpAo^  asfu^s^^in^  wha  wouhl  uot>  daxe  to 


meet  them  in  the  open  light  of  gienuine 
British  justice  ?  Courts  martial  aflbrded 
ample  means  to  punish  every  descriptioa 
of  offence ;  and  when  it  was  considered 
that  these  courts  were  not,  like  ^uries^ 
bound  to  be  unanimous  in  their  sentencev 
and  how  many  descriptions  of  offences 
could  be  included  under  the  very  ext^- 
sive  and  sweeping  charge  of  ungentLeman- 
like  conduct  so  often  censured  and  pu- 
nished by  them,  he  was  sure  no  latitude  of 
impunity  could  be  apprehended,  by  giving 
every  accused  person  the  opportunity  of 
stating  his  case  before  such  a  tribunal. 
The  hon.  hart,  concluded  with  moving  a 
clause  accordingly. 

The  Secretary,  ai  War  complimented 
the  hon.  baronet  on  the  modetatioa  which 
he  had  displayed  ;  but  objected  to  th& 
jlause,  because  he  bad  laid  no  ground  foi 
it.  He  urged  the  bad  consequences  of 
.  changes  in  the  military  system  without  the 
strons^est  reasons  for  it ;  and  the  necessity 
that  the  army  should  be  dependent  oa  the 
crown.  It  was  so  necessary,  that  evea  if 
it  were  not  the  case  at  present,  he  should 
have  proposed  it  now  for  the  first  time. 
He  would  wish,  if  it  were  possible,  thatf 
the  military  should  haire  the  advantage  of 
the  common  law ;  but  it  was  inxionsistent 
with  the  constitution  and  discipline  oJ 
the  aa*my.  The  histoiy  of  the  world 
proved  the  necessity  of  strict  discipline 
in  an  army,  and  for  this  it  must  look  ta 
a  headi  The  instances  in  w^hich  the 
power  alluded  to  had  been  exercised  wer^ 
of  late  extremely  rare;  but  the  best 
effects  resulted  from  the  existence  of  their 
power.  Every  part  of  the  prerogative, 
pushed  to  extremes  would  produce  abusea 
— sueh  as  in  the  making  ot  peace  or  wai\ 
But  this  was  no  reason  for  diminishing* 
that  prerogative.  An  army  independent 
of  the  sovereign  .was  contcaiy  to  comsnoa. 
sense.  Suich  an  encroachment  on  the  pre- 
rogative would  subvert  the  constitution. 
He  allowed  that  in  former  times,  officer*, 
had  been  deprived  of  their  regiments  for 
voting  against  ministers.  But  there  were- 
no  instances  of  thisabuae  in  modern  times. 
He  therefore  gave  his- decided  negative  to< 
the  proposition. 

Lord  Folkistonc  adverted  to  the?  extcaor- 
dinary  mannner  in  which  the  hon.  aecrc'- 
tary  had  answered  the  arguments  of  the. 
honourable  baa:onet  on  his  side.  He  had 
complimented  him  first  for  ndt  stating- 
past  abuser  and  then,  objected  to  the^ 
clause,  becau&e  no  grounds  had  been- laid 
for  it.    Thj&  honourable  secretary  v^y^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1083] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  March  H,  iSQS.^Mutiny  Bill. 


[1804 


"well  knew  that  there  were  instances  of  the 
most  cruel  oppression  that  might  be  sta- 
ted. But  the  honourable  baronet  below 
only  looked  to  the  future,  and  bad  laid 
irresistible  grounds  for  his  proposition.  He 
had  stated  his  object  to  be  to  protect  the 
officers  and  the  crown  itself  from  doing 
what  was  known  to  have  been  done,  and 
from  the  secret  whispers  of  slander  and 
malice.  His  lordship,  however,  expressed 
his  hope,  that  the  hon.  baronet  would 
withdraw  his  clause,  and  bring  the  subject 
forward  in  a  separate  bill,  for  so  grave 
and  important  a  matter  required  the  most 
serious  deliberation  and  the  fullest  discus- 
sion. The  hon.  baronet  he  allowed  could 
tiot,  however,  be  liable  to  the  charge  of 
precipitation  from  the  other  side.  The 
noble  lord  opposite  had  brought  forv^-ard 
his  clause  in  a  manner  equally  sudden  ^ 
and  as  the  hon.  secretary  had  expressed 
so  strongly  his  aversion  to  changes,  he,  no 
doubt,  would  give  his  vote  against  the 
change  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  near 
him.  He  earnestly  requested  the  hon. 
baronet  to  withdraw  his  clause  for  the 
present,  as  he  should  regret  extremely  to 
be  obliged  to  give  it  his  negative. 

Colonel  Duckett  said,  there  was  no  time, 
no  country,  no  army,  in  which  the  power 
here  complained  of  did  not  exist.  To 
abridge  the  power  of  the  crown  in  this 
point  would  not  add  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  but  to  the  independence  of  that 
army  which  was  so  much  the  object  of 
constitutional  jealousy. 

General  Fitzpatrick  thought  that  all  in- 
novations on  the  constitution  of  the  army 
ought  to  be  attempted  with  the  most  cau- 
tious deliberation,  and  never  without 
strong  facts  to  warrant  and  call  for  them. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  adduced  no  such 
facts,  and  he  himself  knew  of  none.  He 
should  therefore  give  the  clause  his  de- 
cided negative,  if  the  hon.  baronet  should 
bring  it  up.  The  constitution  of  the  army 
was  as  much  an  object  of  nice  attention 
as  the  constitution  of  the  state.  The  trial 
by  jury  was  preferable  to  the  trial  by 
coui-fe  martial  in  point  of  justice  ;  yet  no- 
body thought  of  introducing  it  into  the 
army.  He  hoped,  if  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet withdrew  the  clause  to  bring  it  for- 
ward in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  he  would  at 
least  make  o\it  a  case. 

Sir  jP.  Bwrdett  found  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  general  arguments  to  induce 
him  to  persevere  in  bringing  forward  his 
clause",  rather  than  to  withdraw  it.  He 
bad  maturely  weighed  the  clause  before 


he  introduced  it.  If  he  did  not  cite  cases 
of  abuse,  it  was  not  because  they  did  not 
exist,  but  because  he  was  unwilling  to 
hurt  any  one's  feelings  unless  forced  to  it. 
He  was  surprised  and  astonished  to  hear 
the  hon.  general  declare  himself  ignorant 
of  such  instances — He  declared  his  in- 
tention to  withdraw  his  motion.    * 

Mr.  Calcrqft  rose  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  reduce 
the  Mutiny  bill  to  the  state  in  which  it 
was  last  year,  and  to  take  from  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  the  power  of  enlisting 
men  for  a  term  longer  than  that  which 
the  bill  had  hitherto  prescribed.  He  re- 
plied to  the  arguments  that  had  been  used 
against  limited  service.  In  the  East  In- 
dies the  example  of  the  company  was  a 
sufiiqient  inducement  for  its  adoption.  In 
the  West  Indies,  a  regulation  of  that  sort 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  enforce  the 
regular  relief  of  regiments.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  soldier  was  improved  by  the  in- 
troduction of  limited  sers^ice  ;  the  greatest^ 
part  of  the  army  who  conquered  in  Egypt, 
were  composed  of  men  who  enlisted  from 
the  militia  for  a  term  of  years.  The  suc- 
cess of  his  right  hon.  friend's  system  was 
rendered  undeniable.  He  reprobated  the 
mode  in  which  it  was  attempted  to  sub- 
vert that  system.  Adverting  to  the  1 6,000 
men  that  had  enlisted  from  the  militia 
into  the  regular  service,  he  contended  that 
each  man  cost  the  courttifes,  upon  the 
average,  25L  which,  added  to  the  10/.  of 
bounty  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the 
regular  army,  made  an  expence  of  35/. 
per  man,  or  all  together  a  sum  of  64-0,060/. 
and  this  not  equally  raised,  but  ultimately 
falling  on  the  landed  property  of  the 
country.  He  concluded  by  moving,  to 
omit  the  words  in  that  clause  of  the  bill 
by  which  the  option  of  entering  for  li- 
mited or  unlimited  service  was  allowed  to 
the  recruit. 

The  Secretary  at  War  restated  the  opi- 
nion which  he  expressed  on  a  former  night, 
that  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
met  with  no  success  whatever,  and  that 
the  former  system  from  the  second  batta- 
lions was  infinitely  superior  to  it ;  pro- 
ducing every  advantage  of  his  system, 
while  it  was  totally  free  from  the  inconve- 
niences of  that  system. 

Mr.  Wmdha?n  entered  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  nature  of  that  system,  which, 
he  contended,  it  was  the  plan  of  the  pre- 
sent administration  secretly,  covertly,  and 
clandestinely,  to  undermine.  The  mea- 
sure which  they  proposed  was  impotent  as 
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to  good>  but  powerful  as  to  mischief. 
With  a  determined,  unrelenting,  remorse- 
less animosity,  they  endeavoured  to  de- 
stroy the  existence  of  that  which  lived  to 
their  shame.  The  question  was,  whether 
parliament  would  give  to  the  country  that 
delusive  strength  which  spirituous  liquors 
imparted  to  the  human  frame ;  or  whether 
they  would  allow  it  to  retain  the  natural 
vigour  of  an  unexcited  body  ?  The  sub- 
ject was  of  great  importance.  His  ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  no  right  to  call  for  a 
decision  upon  it  under  such  circumstances. 
Was  it  fair  to  ,the  house,  was  it  decent  to 
the  public,  to  require  the  present  parlia- 
ment to  reverse  the  measure  already  esta- 
blished, by  admitting  a  proposition ,\yhich 
had  been  twice  negatived  in  two  former 
parliaments,  and  thus  making  the  legisla- 
ture eat  its  own  words  ?  To  introduce  this 
innovating  attempt  into  a  bill  which  from 
the  nature  of  it  could  not  be  stopped  in 
its  progress,  was  a  step  prompted  by  a 
spirit-  similar  to  that  which  directed  the 
attack  against  Copenhagen.  That  his 
ipajesty's  ministers  really  wished  to  de- 
stroy his  measure,  he  doubted  not,  al- 
though they  denied  any  such  intention. 
He  dwelt  on  the  evils  which  must  result 
from  the  noble  lord's  proposition,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  heart-buniings  which 
must  be  occasioned  among  men  who  were 
enlisted  for  different  terms  of  service;  and 
remarked  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty's 
ministers;  who  formerly  had  called  out 
for  a  present  accession  of  force,  reckless  of 
fiiturity,  but  who  now,  disregarding  the 
prtisent,  directed  all  their  solicitude  to  the 
jfutute :  for  he  contended  that  not  a  single 
additional  man  would  be  gained  to  the  re- 
gular army  by  the  new  regulation. 
:  Lord  Castlereagh  spoke  at  length  against 
.the  motion.  Lord  G.  Cavendish  and  sir 
llaiph  Milbanke  spoke  shortly  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Windham's  measure,  amidst  frequent 
oalls  for  the  question.  The  house  then 
divided,  when  there  appeared  :  For  the 
clause  proposed  by  lord  Castlereagh  1 89  ; 
For  the  clause  proposed  by  Mf.  Calcraft 
116.    Majority  73. 
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Ridley,  sir  M.W. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
St.  Aubyn,  sir  J. 
Scudamore,  P. 
Shejly,  H. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Shipley,  W. 
Smith,  George 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Stanley,  lord 
Taylor,  W. 
Temple,  earl 
Templctown,  vise. 
Thompson,  T. 
Thornton,  H. 
Tierney,  G. 
Vaosiltart,  N. 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V, 
Walpole,  G. 
Ward,  J.  W. 
Warden,  G.  L. 
Wharton,  J. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wilberforce,  W. 
Wilder,  colonel 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Windham,  Wm, 
Wynn,C.  W.W, 
Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 

TeUers. 
Calcrafl,  J. 
Wairender,  sir  G, 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Tuesday,  March  15. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill]  On  th« 
order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  thir^ 
readingof  this  bill. 

Lord  Rcdcsdak  renewed  bis  former  ob- 
jections to  it.  His  lordahip  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  entered  into  a  defence  of 
himself  against  a  charge  made  against 
him  on  a  former  evening,  of  political 
bigotry,  and  argued,  that  political  bigotry 
was  rather  to  be  found  amongst  tl\€kse  wU<V 
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called  thMnselves  Friends  of  the  People. 

The  Du^e  of  Noffolk  defended  the  bill, 
which  he  thou^t  rather  tended  to  support 
than  to  attack  the  king^s  prerogative. 

Earl  (rrry  combated  the  arguments  of 
lord  Eede«dale>  and  observed,  that  politi- 
cal bigotry  consisted  in  a  blind  adherence 
to  old  notions,  and  bringing  them  forward 
in  opposition  to  reform  rendered  necessary 
by  an  alteration  of  circumstances.  From 
the  arguments  advanced  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  he  must,  on  the  same  princi- 
ple he  now  urged,  have  opposed  the  abo- 
lition of  the  star  chamber,  as  an  innova- 
tion most  dangerous  to  the  constitution. 
The  noble  earl  vindicated  himself  and  his 
friends  from  the  attack  made  upon  th<; 
Friends  of  the  People  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  and  observed,  that  he  had 
always  been  and  still  remained  the  advo- 
cate of  moderate  and  temperate  reform ; 
which  he  considered  the  best  means  of 
'maintaining  the  constitution,  and  of  avert- 
ing the  danger  which  might  ultimately 
arise  from  long  continued  abuses. 

Lord  Ha/tvhesbury  said,  that  the  proposed 
amendments  ha?>ng  been  rejected  by  the 
committee,  he  must  give  tHe,  bill  his  de- 
cided negative. 

The  house  then  divided  on  the  question, 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  ihird  time  : 
Contents  -  26         Non-contents  69 
Proxies  -  22— 48  Proxies   -    -  59—128 
^^ority  against  the  bill 80 

[Protest.]  *' Dissentient,  1st,  Because 
the  bill  does  not  in  our  opinion  invade  any 
of  the  legal  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
or  diminish  any  of  its  constitutional  influ- 
ence, but  tends  rather  to  secure  both,  by 
removing  the  temptation  to  negligence  or 
abuse  in  the  disposal  of  offices.  2d,  Be- 
cause it  appeai-s  to  us  to  be  necessary  in 
this  and  every  other  instance,  to  secure  to 
the  subjects  of  thi^  country,  suffering  under 
the  pressure  of  an  unprecedented  accu- 
mulation of  taxes,  the  means  of  economi- 
cal retrenchment,  and  reform  of  such  of- 
fices, as  can  either  be  reduced  in  their 
emolument  or  entirely  abolished,  without 
injury  to  the  dignity  and  powers  of  the 
crown,  or  to  the  interests  of  the  public. 
3d,  Because  with  respect  to  places  granted 
in  reversion,  all  means  of  retrenchment 
and  reform  are*  taken  away  so  long  as  the 
lives  for  which  they  are  granted  shall 
continue.  44.h,  Because  reform  and  re- 
trenchment in  the  public  expenditure  have 
been  recommended  to  us  from  the  throne, 
and  because  we  are  apprehensive,  that  the 
rejection,  of  the  present  bill  may  be  con- 


sidered hy  the  people  of  the  United  Kmg- 
dom,  as  indicating  a  disposition  in  this 
house,  not  to  give  efiect  to  that  wise  and  * 
salutary  recommendation.  (Signed)  £ssex> 
Jersey,  Vassall  Holland,  King,  C<^wper, 
Poasonby  of  Imokilly,  Laudei^le,  Grey^ 
Albemarle,  Ponsonby,  Stafibrd,  Carring- 
ton.'' — ^'^  Dissentient  for  the  1st,  2d,  and 
4th  reasons^  Spencer,  Cliflon  (£aTl  of 
Darnlcy).'' 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  15. 

[Irish  Expresses.]  Mr.  Pameli moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  Ac- 
count of  the  sums  expended  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  government  Expresses  between 
the  ports  of  Holyhead  and  Dublin,  from 
the  1st  of  Jan.  1801,  to  the  1st  of  Jan. 
1803.  The  hoh.  gent,  said  it  was  too 
general  for  expresses  to  pass  between  the 
two  countrieri,  lor  no  other  purpose  than 
to  give  a  favourite  government  newspaper 
a  priority  of  intelligence  over  their  less 
dependant  competitors.  '  The  paper  he 
particularly  alluded  to  was  an  evening 
paper,  which  had  been  very  active  in  its 
disapprobation  of  the  late  changes  in  his 
majesty's  ministers.  But  the  same  paper 
was  now.the  warmest  advocate  in  support 
of  the  measures  of  the  men  it  had  not  jlo&g 
since  opposed. 

Sir  A>  Welkdey,  though  he  did  not  object 
to  the  motion,  could  not  think  the  object 
of  so  much  importance  as  it  appeared 
to  the  hon.  gent.  It  appeared  to  him  to 
have  no  other  object  than  to  ascertain 
what  newspapers  in  Ireland  had  ^r  had 
not  prior  intelligence  of  the  London  news, 
and' to  prevent  papers  from  havirtg  thirty 
or  forty  hoiu-s  prior  intelligence.  The 
paper  aliuded  to  had  some  ground  of  pre- 
ference, as  it  was  the  only  daily  evening 
ps^er  in  Dublin,  and  had  an  extensive 
circulation. 

Mr.  P«r«e//  contended,  that  the  unjus- 
tifiable partiality  of  government,  in  pro- 
cunng  for  that  paper  prior  iAtclligeiice 
by  extraordinary  expresses,  was  what  had 
increased  the  circulation  of  that  paper, 
and  injured  that  of  others,  to  such  a  se-i 
rious  degree,  that  one  paper  had  already 
suffered  a  loss  in  circulation  of  no  less 
than  3000  copies  weekly. 

Sir  A,  Welleslei/  sriid,  that  the  expresses 
cost  government  20 1.  a  day,  whether  they 
went  or  not,  and  that  thferefbre  the  dis- 
patching them  could  not  be  pi'oductlve  of 
any  additional  expence. — ^I'he  motion,  waft 
then  agraod  to. 
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Conduct  of  MARauis  Wellesley — Re- 
sumed Debate  ON  the  Oude  Charge.] 
Tbe  house  resumed  the  adjourned  ^debate 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley 
relative  to  the  Afi&irs  of  Oude  (see  p.  99^). 
The  first  Resolutions  being  read. 

Sir  Thomas  Turion  spdke  as  follows: — 
Mr.  Speaker ;  considering  this  question  as 
intimately  connected  in  its  policy  with 
that  which  it  will  be  my  duty  shortly  tQ 
submit  to  the  house,  (the  Carnatic  Ques- 
tion)— ^viewing  it  as  one  great  link  of  the 
same  chain  of  Eastern  policy,  (if  policy 
it,  can  be  called)  that  distinguished  the 
administration  of  lord  Wellesley,  I  cannot 
content  myself  with  giving  a  silent  vote  on 
the  motions  of  the  nobl^e  lord.  Before, 
however,  I  enter  upon  the  question  it- 
self, I  must  submit  to  the  house  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  very  extraordinary  ob- 
jections to  the  motion,  which  were  ad- 
vanced by  an  hon.  gent,  on  the  floor,  (Mr. 
Bankes)  who  concluded  the  debate  at  its 
adjournment.  The  objection  of  the  hon. 
gent,  to  our  proceedings,  was  founded  on 
the  incompetency  of  this  tribunal  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  subject.  I  think-  the 
hon.  gent,  stated,  '  that  its  functions  were 
of  a  legislative,  not  of  a  judicial  nature.' 
Without  entering  into  a  minute  investiga- 
tion of  the  powers  and  constitution  of 
parliament,  the  history  of  which  would 
fully  demonstrate  the  extent  of  its  judicial, 
as  well  as  legislative  functions,  for  the 
purpose  of  instituting  criminal  proceed- 
ings— I  would  ask  that  hon.  gent,  if,  on 
reflection,  he  can  entertain  a  doubt  of  the 
right,  and  even  of  the  expediency  of  par- 
liament, to  receive  this  application  to  its 
justice.  Even,  I  think,  in  the  experience 
of  the  hon.  cent,  many,  very  many  in- 
stances must  have  occurred,  of  this  house 
entertaining,  nay  encouraging,  applica- 
tions of  a  similar  nature.  Let  me  ask  the 
hon.  gent,  where,  or  to  whom  in  this 
particular  instance,  could  the  appeal 
against  British  injustice  and  oppression  be 
made  ? — Not  to  our  courts  of  law  and 
equity ;  there  it  has  been  already  deter- 
minea,  that  an  independent  sovereign  (yes 
a  ^  dependent  nabob',  as  he  is  called)  can 
neither  institute  or  defend  a  suit.  To  the 
sovereign,  in  council,  can  he  appeal? — 
The  constitution  of  our  Indian  government 
permits  not  this.  Where  then  can  he  ap- 
ply, with  a  possibility  of  success,  but  to  a 
British  parliament,  and  to  parliament  only  ? 
Do  we  not  invite  this  appeal  against  the  mis- 
conduct of  our  Eastern  governors  and  ser- 
vants, by  the  act  of  placmg  on  the  table  of 

Vol.  X. 


the  house,  at  the  commencement  of  every 
sessions,  the  names  of  those  members  we 
think  most  fit  to  form  a  judicature  for  the 
trial  of  these  offences?  .But  I  think  the 
hon.  gent,  founds  his  objection  to  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  noble  lord,  because  he  (lord 
Folkestone)  does  not  mean  to  follow  it  up 
with  an  impeachment  against  the  noble 
marquis ;  but,  whilst  I  am  not  surprised  at 
the  reluctance  of  the  noble  lorcU  on 
this  head,  after  what  we  have  seen  of  im- 
peachments, yet  is  it  not  competent  to  any 
other  member  of  this  house,  to  propose 
such  a  measure  ?  Qr  cannot  the  house  ad- 
dress his  majesty  to  direct  his  attorney 
general  to  file  an  information  against  the 
accused  person,  in  conformity  with  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  East  Indian  Judi* 
cature  act?  If  these  motions  are  carried, 
is  there  a  serious  doubt^  on  the  mind  of 
any  member  in  this  house,  that  whatever 
the  precise  nature  of  its  judicial  functions 
are,  this  house  can,  not  only  entertain  the 
question  in  its  present  state,  but  pursue  all 
those  measure,  which  the  character  of  a 
great  nation  demands,  in .  order  to  bring 
to  condign  punishment  all  those  who,  at 
whatever  distance  of  the  globe,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  its  government,  violate  its 
principles  of  justice  and  good  faith  ?  But, 
sir,  I  am  allnost  as|;iamed  to  argue  this 
point-^no  one  can  seriously  doubt  it; 
and,  to  dwell  on  it  longer,  would  be  a 
waste  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
house.-^In  proceeding  to  the'raeritsof  the 
question,  I  cannot  but  lament  that  it  has  . 
been  treated,  not  so  much  as  the  revisal  of 
a  great  political  measure,  involving  a  sys- 
tem of  government,  as^thecase  of  a  dis- 
tinguished individual,  I  cannot  treat  it  in 
that  light,  for  respected  as  the  character  of 
the  noble  marquis,  and  his  individual  in- 
terest in  the  transaction  ought  to  be,  it  is 
still  only  that  of  an  individual,  and  as 
such,  least  in  importance.  For,  what  is 
the  real  state  of  this  question  in  a  great 
political  view  ?  The  government  of  India 
(over  which  it  is  true  the  noble  marquis 
presided  at  the  time)  has  violated  a  solemn 
treaty  executed  between  lord  Xeignmouth, 
the  then  governor  general,  and  the  nabob  of 
Oude,  in  Feb.  1798,  and  to  which  the  faith  of 
the  British  government  was  pledged  which 
existed  at  t^e,  time,  and  to  the  perform- 
ance of  which,  we  were  at  the  very  nio* 
ment  binding  the  nabob;  The  particulars 
of  the  violation  were — 1st,  The  reduction 
of  the  army  of  the  nabob,  against  his  will, 
an  interference  expressly  guarded  against 
in  the  17th  article  of  the  treaty  ;  and  sei- 
4  A 
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«oiidlyj  the  tsUdag  from  hnn  by  TioleiiQe, 
one  half  of  hit  territorial  and  referring  to 
ottrseWes  the  complete  oontroal  orer  the 
remainder^,  by  a  paper,  vrluch  we  choie  to 
denominate  the  treaty  of  1801.  The  pre* 
tences  aMigned  for  this  cendiict»  particu- 
larly by  a  right  hon«  baronet,  whose  con- 
nections with*  and  obliflations  to,  the  noble 
marquis,  hare  induced  him  to  stand  for- 
ward as  the  champion  of  the  government  of 
India,  on  this  occasion,  are  three-fold ;  first, 
the  right;  secondly,  die  escpediency  and, 
even  necessity  of  the  exercise  of  it;  and 
thirdly,  instructions  of  the  government  at 
homer — spirit,  sir,  as  to  the  right  of  the  g»* 
▼emment  of  India,  to  commit  these  acts  of 
Irraany  •  From  whence  is  it  derived  }  The 
sight  hon.  bart  has  not  condescended  to  tell 
us.  Is  it  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1798  } 
That  in  the  article  to  which  I  have  referred^ 
wepressly  guarantees  the  rij^htof  the  nabob 
to  a  fiiU  authority  oyer  his  household  af- 
6ir8»  his  troops,  and  his  subjects.  As  long 
M  this  treaty  existed,  therefore,  govern- 
ment ceuld  have  no  right  to  disband  a  sol- 
dier,  or  to  interfere  even  with  the  lowest 
of  his  subjects ;  but  says  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
l/fhitsbed  Keene)  the  right  is  « that  of  the 
sWord,  obtained  by  conquest,  by  that  alone 
can  your  govermnent  in  indi?.  be  support- 
ed.' What  occasion  then  for  treaties,  if 
the  will  of  the  conqueror  is  to  be  the  only 
law }  Willing  am  I  to  acknovrledge,  that 
when  Sujah-ul-Dowlah,  after  the  subjuga- 
tion of  his  ally,  Meer  Caassim  Ally,  the 
nabob  of  Bengal,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
British,  at  the  battle  of  Calpi,  in  1765,  it 
was  the  undoubted  right  of  the  India  com- 
pany, to  have  disposed  of  the  territories  of 
Oude,  in  the  manner  they  deemed  most 
tkdvantageOus  to  their  interests.  Indeed  it 
appears  they  did  so,  for  after  having 
gtanted  the  emperor  of  Delhi,  (for  whose 
cause,  and  at  whose  mandate  the  nabob  of 
Oude  first  entered  on  the  war  with  the 
British  government)  they  actually,  by  a 
firihaun  or  agreement  with  the  emperor, 
made  over  to  him  the  greater  part  of  the 
dominions  of  Sujah-ul-Dowlah,  which  they 
hod  so  conquered,  and  reserved  a  part  to 
themselves.  TIUs  was  the  right  of  con- 
quest ;  a  dreadfal,  but  legitimate  right« 
The  sovereign  was  a  prisoner  in  your  camp 
'^is  dominions  at  your  feet ;  but  what  was 
the  conduct  of  lord  Clive  when  he  heard 
of  this  agreement  }  He  refiised  to  ratify 
it ;  he  considered  that  in  every  view  of 
policy  an  extension  of  territory  waste  be 
deprecated ;  he  released  the  captiye  mo- 
narch ;  he  restored  him  to  his  dominions  ; 


he  executed  with  him  a  treaty  oflbnsive 
and  defewve,  by  whiel)  the  two  states 
agreed  mutually  to  assist  each  other,  in 
case  of  attack,*  Willi  part  or  the  whole  of 
their  respective  forces,  as  might  be  neces- 
sary. If,  therefore,  you  had  the  right  of 
sul>jugation  by  conquest,  Mid  you  not  aban<- 
don  that  richt,  when  you  concluded  this 
treaty  with  Sujah-ul-Dowtah  f  And  is 
there  a  single  word  in  all  thetreatiessince 
executed  with  the  sovereigns  of  Oude,  in 
which  this  right  of  conquest  is  referred  to 
in  the  most  distant  manner  ?  But,  says  the 
hon.  gent,  to  whom  I  last  alluded,  '  the 
nabob  of  Oude  was  never  considered  t% 
more  ^an  the  ward  of  the  company,  who 
were  his  guardians.'  Well  then,  if  the 
company  were  his  guardians,  the  disposi- 
tion of  their  vrard  and  his  property  ought, 
insomexlegree,  to  have  been,  subject  to 
their  disposal.  Their  aj;ent  ought  not  to 
have  acted  without  their  authority.  He 
ought  not  to  have  constituted  himself  the 
guardian,  and  in  violation  of  every  princi- 
ple, the  characteristic  of  that  sacred  name, 
to  have  first  robbed  him  oF  half  his  proper- 
ty, and  obteined  himself  to  be  appointed 
receiver  and  comptroller  of  the  other  half; 
but  an  honourable  and  gallant  colonel 
(Allen)  whose  attachment  to  ^bt  noble 
marquis,  and  defence  of  his  conduct  is  as 
natural  as  praiseworthy,  says  '  The  nabob 
was  not  an  independent  prince,  he  could 
not  expect  to  be  treated  as  such.^  I  have 
read  something  of  this  in  two  long  publi- 
cations gratuitously  conveyed  to  me,  on 
the  eve  of  thismotion ;  and  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  wade  through  them.  Does 
the  noble  marquis  rest  his  defence  on 
either  of  them  ?  Is  it « tali  auxilio,  defenso- 
ribus  istis,'  that  hk. cause  rests? — ^1\>  sa- 
tisfy any  man  of  the  wildness  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  doctrines  contained  in  them, 
I  need  <mly  state,  that  in  one  of  them,  the 
author,  after  deducing  from  Vattel,  Pufien- 
dorfi,  Montesauieu,  and  even  Locke,  the 
right  to  treat  tne  nabob  as  oar  slave,  re- 
presents him,  as  filling  'an  office  perfect- 
ly analogous  to  that  of  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland ;  and  by  another  author  we  are 
told  '  that  Oude  was  a  dependent  fief,  the 
company  paramount  lord,  and  the  nabob 
its  vassal,'  and  I  think  the  result  of  Ms 
argument  is,  that  not  havin?  taken  from 
our  vassal  the  whole  of  his  dominion,  we 
have  treated  him  with  'signal  indulgence.' 
I  should  be  ashamed  to  answer  arguments 
(if  so  they  can  be  called)  like  these  ;  but, 
I  would  ^sk  the  hon.  officer,  who  terms  the 
nabob  a  dependent  prince,  as  having  noi 
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ri^ts  of  sovereigiityj  except  what  wctre 
derived  from  the  company,  and  to  whom 
they  reverted  at  their  mtIII  and.  pleasure, 
how  he  could  reconcile  to  one  principle  of 
common  justice,  much  less  of  British  gene- 
rosity aqd  magnanimity,  the  cruel  and 
oppressive  treatment  of  a  dependent  prince, 
subject  to  your  power  and  will  ?  But,  sir, 
if  this  unhappy  prince  had  no  independent 
power,  if  he  possessed  no  power,  no  domi- 
nions or  subjects,  but  those  of  the  company, 
existing  only  in  a  combined  and  amalga- 
mated state  with  theirs,  what  occasion  for 
this  treat^r  of  1798,  explanatory  of  the  re- 
spective rij^hts  of  the  company,  and  of  the 
prince  ?  If  these  doctrines  have  any  foun- 
dation bnt  in  usurpation  and  tyranny,  how 
came  these  words  in  die  preamble  of  the 
treaty  of  lldB  :  **  Whereas  various  trea- 
ties havse  been  concluded  at  different  times 
betHPseen^the  late  nabob  Sujah-;il-Dow1ah 
Behader,  and  the  nabob  Asc^h-ul-Dowlah 
Behader,  and  the  hon.  the  £^t  India  com- 
pany, to  the  mutoal  advantage  of  their, re- 
spective dominions,  the  nabob,  &c.  &c. 
and  sir  John  Shore,  hart,  on  the  part  of  the 
ium.  the  East  India  company,  with  the 
Tiew  to  perpetuate  Jthe  amity  between  the 
two  states,  &c.''  Are  notthe^e  words 
coaclusiiw  of  the  opinion  of  the  govern- 
ment of  hadsa  at  the  time,  that  they  were 
two  disthnct  indep^ident  states,  or  domi- 
mans  ?  Is  «uch  a  preamble  consistent  with 
the  idea  of  a  paramount  lord  and  vassal  ? 
isiAOt  thisaiecogsitionof  sovereign  rights  ? 
Besides,  let  it  be  recollected,  if  the  nabob 
received  Jbis  investiture  firom  us,  or  from 
the  mogul,  from,  whom  did  we  receive  our 
draninion  of  Buigal,  Bahar,  and.  Orissa  >  I 
ahould  wash  to  see  any  treaty  produced, 
where  tbelangua^  is  oiore^*onsistent  with 
independent  juad  mutual  rights.  But  the 
eight  hon.  hart,  says,  >onr  right  on  this  oc- 
casioa  was  founded  on  usa^  also ;  and  he 
dnsteoces  ifehe  interference  of  lord  Comwal- 
Ik  and' lord  Teigimionth,  with  the  internal 
moveauaient  of  the  nabob.  Does  the  right 
ML  baprt.  aeriottsly  mean  to  icontend,  that 
4kB  4ucts  4if  those  noble  lords,  laind  this  we 
a»e  aoKrorevisiBg,  have  any  the  anallestve- 
Jemhlaocef — ^iW,  'lord  Comwallis,  ata 
UBMBient  when  the  aabsidy  had  been  for  a 
IsoondeoMble  time  in  .aixear,  apprehensive 
mi  dieiaikire  of  it,  and  oonsidering  the 
ifidlqre  imputable  to  the  mismanagement 
-^atiAm  than  ndhob  A9oph-iil^Dowlvh,iiiqged 
Urn  Imb  in  tbe  strong  laagUBge  of  vemon- 
.•tndKe,  ^than  the  iaffectioBate  warmth  ^f 
Anjnlship,  to  sraiedy  the  etron  taadde" 
ftcts^f  iiisjgpvierannBt  i  4ie  awD>  finm  a 


similar  motive,  interfered  with  his  remon* 
strance  and  advice,  as  to  the  members  of 
the  nabob's  government.  But  let  gentle* 
men  recollect,  that  not  even  threats  were 
resorted  to ;  strong  remonstrance  and  re- 
peated advice  were  the  only  weapons  of 
force  he  used,  or  pretended  the  right  to 
use  ;  every  other  he  specifically  and  re- 
peatedly disclaimed,  as  inconsistent  with 
the  relative  state  of  the  governments,  and 
their  respective  independence.  But  can 
any  thing  be  a  more  conclusive  proof  of 
the  continued  opinion  o£  this  noble  lord,  of 
the  injustice,  and  even  the  impolicy  of  in- 
terference with  the  government  of  India« 
contrary  to  subsisting  treaties,  thah  the 
very  last  act  of  the  life  of  this  respected 
nobleman ;  who,  when  at  the  close  of  a 
lone  life/  actively  and  usefiilly  employed 
in  tne  cause  of  his  country,  he  was  sent 
over  to  India  to  repair,  as  far  as  possible,  - 
ail  the  errors  of  former  administrations, 
and  to  retrieve  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try, would  permit  no  consideration  of  in- 
terest or  advantage  to  the  company's  i^irs, 
to  be  pleaded  against  the  faith  and  honour 
of  Britain.  In  answer  to  a  letter  written 
by  colonel  Close,  the  resident  at  Poonah, 
describing  the  sad  condition  of  the  Peish- 
wah's  government,  and  the  more  than  in- 
clination, the  almost  request  of  the  Peish^ 
wah  for  the  interference  of  the  British  in 
the  internal  regulation  of  his  dcuninions, 
and  the  compliance  with  which  request 
colonel  Close  considers  as  the  only  means 
of  rendering  the  treaty  of  Basseia  any 
other  than  a  burthen  on  the  company; 
lord  Comwallis,  after  acknowledging  the 
force  of  the  resident's  arguments  and  con- 
olusions,  writes  thus  i^'  It  is  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein  and  constitutes  one  of  its  ex- 
press provisions,  that  the  British  govern-, 
ment  is  not  to  interfere  in  the  inter- 
nal administration  of  his  highness's  do* 
•minions ;"  and  his  lordship  then  directs 
the  resident  to  decline  all  the  ofiers  of  in-- 
terference,  and  actual  propositions  of  ^ub- 
^ttttion  of  the  British  government  for 
that  of  the  Pei^iwa,  which  had  been  made 
to  the  resident  In  the  same  manner,  siEr, 
we  &id,  when  col.  KiKkpatrick,  the  resi- 
dent at  Hydrabad  (who  had  been  lord 
WeUealey's  secretary,  and  of  courae  in- 
clioed  teiurtlier  his  views  and  projects  of 
interference  and  reform},  in  no  less  than 
ax  several  dispatches  to  the  Bengal  gp- 
venuneat,  had  pressed  ^e  necessi^  of 
estaWshing  a  body  of  Sillahdar  cavalry^ 
nadfir  Hm  govamaent  of  fiydra^ad;i  to 
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be  permanently  maintained  in  a  state  of 
efficiency,  but  which  he  (the  resident)  ac- 
knowledge^ the  Nizam^to  be  uoitomUy 
averse  to,  lord  Cbmwallis  embraces  the 
first  opportunity  of  explicitly  disavowing 
the  conduct  of  the  resident,  and  instructs 
him  wholly  to  abandon  not  only  the  pro- 
'position  as  to  .the  cavalry,  but  the  whole 
system  of  Compulsion,  or  even  interfere 
ence  in  the  ciyil  or  military  government 
of  the  Nizam.     The  whole  letter  is  re- 
plete with  censure  on  the  system  establish- 
ed by  the  marquis  Wellesley's  govern- 
ment, both  as  to  its  justice  and  policy.     I 
shall  not  fatigue  the  house  by  reading  the 
whole  of  it ;  yet  there  are  two  passages 
so  immediately  applicable,  that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  quoting  them. — ''  The  prose- 
cution of  such  a  system  of  compulsion 
appears  to  the  governor- general  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  the  alli- 
knce,  and  injurious  to  the  interests  and  re- 
putation of  the  British   government,   by 
exciting  a  general  apprehension,  that  it  is 
our  object  to  establish  th^  entire  ascen- 
dancy and  controul  of  the  British  power 
in  India."     And  again,  in  the  same  letter, 
he  adds,  "  The  governor-general  observes, 
with  great  regret,  the  degree  of  interfer- 
ence exercised  by  the  British  government 
through  the  channel  of  its  representative 
in  the  internal  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Hydrabad.     It  appears  to  bis 
lordship   to  have  entirely   changed    the 
nature  of  the  relations  originally  esta- 
blished between  the  British  government 
and  the  state  of  Hydrabad.     His  lordship 
is  aware,  that  this  undesirable  .degree  of 
interference  and  ascendancy  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  state  of  Hydrabad,  is  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  gradual  decay  of  the  ener- 
gies of  government,  and  to  the  defect  of 
efficient  instruments  of  authority.     But 
the  evils,  which  appear  to  his  lordship  to 
be  the  natural  result  of  such  a  system  of 
interference  and  paramount  ascendancy  in 
the  government  of  Hydrabad,  greatly  ex- 
ceed those,  which  the  maintenance  of  that 
system  is  calculated  to  prevent ;  a  system 
tendered  more  dangerous  at  the  present 
moment,  by  the  probable  effects  of  a  be- 
lief, which,  however  unjust,  appears  to  be 
too  generally  entertained,  of  a  systematic 
design  on  the  part  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  establish  its  controul  and  authori- 
ty oveir  every  state  in  India."— So  much 
for  lord  Cornwallis's  opinion  of  our  right 
to  interfere  at  all,  much  less  to  the  extent 
.  which  would  justify  by  example,  our  con- 
« duct  to  the  nabob  of  Oude.    What  too  has 


been  the  opinion  of  lord  Teignmouth,  as  t<» 
this  extent  of  right :  look  through  all  his 
letters  whilst  he  was  governor  general ;  is 
there  one  instance  in  which  be  hints  at  the 
right  of  using  force,  .to  render  interference 
valid?  Does  he  not  uniformly  limit 
the  interference  to  remonstrance  and  ab- 
vice  ?  But  read  hb  evidence  delivered  at 
your  bar,  and  in  the  hands  of  every  mem-^ 
ber  of  this  house  ;  is  there  one  tittle  of  it 
which  justifies  the  use  of  force  to  accom- 
plish even  the  purposes  of  reform?  On 
the  contrary,  is  there  noL  an  express  and 
reiterated  dlisclaimer  of  it  ? — Did  he  not, 
in  fact,  remove  Mr.  Cherry  from  his  situ- 
ation as  resident,  because  he  had  used  im- 
proper language  (that  of  intimidation)  to 
the  nabob.  I  cannot  imagine  what  has 
induced  the  right  hon.  baronet  to  rest  the 
defence  of  his  patron  on  conduct  so  dissi- 
milar. Even  were  he  correct  in  this  state- 
ment, how  could  the  conduct  of  lord  Com- 
wallis,  and  lord  Teignmouth,  before  the 
year  1798,  when  the  treaty  of  Lucknow 
was  concluded,  justify  loid  Wellesley's 
conduct  since  ?  It  is  the  violation  of  that 
treaty  he  id  charged  with — of  that  treaty 
which  sttpiulated  for  the  non-intierference 
of  the  British  government ''  in  his  domi- 
nions or  with  -his  troops  and  subjects.'' 
All  arguments  therefore  founded  on  the 
conduct  of  our  government  previously  to 
it,  fall  to  the  ground.  By  that  article,  if 
you  ever  had  the  right,'you  had  expressly 
covenanted  to  give  it  up.  On  the  right 
therefore  I  will  not  waste  another  word. 
— ^But  for  argument  sake,  suppose  the  right, 
where  was  the  necessity  of  its  exercise  at 
the  moment  ?  It  has  been  said  that  the 
troops  of  the  nabob  were  mutinous,  disaf- 
fected, and  inefficient,  and  that  this  justi- 
fied their  reform.  Neither  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  nor  any  other  gentleman,  nave  fa- 
voured us  with  one  tittle  of  proof  of  the 
disaffection,  except  that  when  Zemaun 
Shah  threatened  to  invade  Oude,  the  na- 
bob was  apprehensive  of  his  person,  and 
requested  some  British  troops  at  Lucknow. 
But  is  the  real  feause  assigned  of  this  re- 
quest? are  we  told  (as  in  fairness  we 
ought)  that  the  nabob  had  at  the  instant 
been  raised  to  the  musnud,  as  the  lineal 
successor,  and  Vizier  Ali  displaced  (Whose 
partizans  were  then  very  numerous,  in  the 
country  between  Benares  and  Oude) ;  that 
scarcely  warm  in  his  seat,  he  was  ^prie- 
hensive.of  the  advantage  which  might  be 
taken  of  Zemaun  Shah  s  approach,  and  of 
the  flight  of  Vizier  Ali  ink)  Gorruckpore 
with  6000  men;  after  the  murdec  of  Jilr. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tOd7] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  March  15,  1808— Oacfc  Charge. 


[1008 


Cherry  at  «Benai'es  l>y  the  enemies  of  the 
company  and  himself,  to  .excite  mutiny 
amongst  his  troops  ?  But  was  there  any 
thing  like  mutiny  or  disaffection  amongst 
his  troops  at  the  time  of  your  projected  re- 
form ?  Was  there  any  rizier  Ali  to  create 
mutiny;  or  any  approach  of  Zemaun 
Shah  to  encourage  it  ?  That  different  regi^ 
ments  mutinied  at  times  when  long  arrears 
were  due  to  them,  could  not  be  brought 
as  a  rea^n ;  it  is  well  known  that  scarcely 
any  power  in  Hindoostan  is  exempt  from 
such  instances.  Their  troops  are  always 
greatly  in  arrear  (I  wish  ours  may  not  oflen 
be  so),  and  when  the  abuse  becomes  intoler- 
able, it  remedies  itself.  The  troops  mu- 
tiny, march  to  the  seat  of  government, 
fet  paid,  and  return  again  to  obedience. 
Iut.then  they  are  wholly  inefficient,  it  is 
said : — ^not  wholly'  so,  whilst  ail  are  most 
£t  for  the  enforcing  and  collection  of  re- 
.  venue  (as  will  be  seen-  hereafler).  The 
evidence  on  your  table  proved  that  some, 
particularly  the  troops  of  Almas  Ali  Khan, 
the  great  Aumil  of  the  Boab,  are  efficient 
in  our  opinion ;  but  are  they  not  all  as 
much  so  as  Mussulmen  troops  are  in  gene- 
ral throughout  the  world  ?  It  is  not  the 
question  whether  they  are  as  efficient  as 
European  troops ;  but  whether  we  had 
the  right  to  disband  them  at  our  will  and 
pleasure  }  But  it  has  been  urged  that  the 
peculiar  situation  in  which  we  were  placed 
at  the  time,  rendered  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  a  considerable  reform  should 
take  place  in  the  vizier's  troops  ;  that  our 
north-western  frontier  was  endangered  by 
the  threatened  return  of  Zemaun  Shah, 
and  by  the  influence  of  France  in  the 
western  part  of  India.  It  has  been  added 
even  that  the  French  were  in  Egypt 
when  lord  Wellesley  landed  in  India. 
Such  an  excuse  for  this  act  of  oppression 
and  tyranny  (for  I  will  presently  shew 
that  even  then  it  would  have  been  merely 
pretence)  might  have  been  advanced  ;  but 
when  the  victory  of  Aboukir,  and  the  sub- 
sequent successes  of  the  British  arms  in 
Egypt,  (long  before  the  conclusion  of  this 
scheme  of  rapine)  had  annihilated  the 
French  power  in  the  east — ^when  the  con- 
quest of  Tippoo  Saib  had  destroyed  French 
influence  in  India,  how  can  such  an  argu- 
ment be  advanced  for  the  measure  ?  Ze- 
maun Shah  too  was*  destroyed  ;  and  al- 
tiiough  his  brother,'  Mahmood  Shah,  was 
pledsed  to  pursue  the  same  career,  and  to 
attack  British  India,  yet  was  he  likely  to 
be  more  formidable  th&n  his  brother? 
Wpa  tbe  situation  of  India  more  danger- 


ous, after  the  destruction  of  Tippoo  and 
the  conquest  of  Egypt,  than  before  ?  and 
what  were  the  preparations  made  to  resist 
Zemaun  Sdah  in  1798?  Why,  15,000  men 
(exclusive  of  those  lefi  to  protect  the  na- 
bob) under  the  commana  of  sir  Jame» 
Craig.  The  treaty  of  Lucknow  compell- 
ed you  to  jiave  13,0(X)  men ';  surely  7000 
mqre,  the  Extent  of  sir  James  Craig's 
wishes,  might  have  been  sent  from  the 
British  provinces,  to  defend  its  north  west- 
em  frontiers;  for  was  the  invasion  of 
Zemaun  Shah  directed  solely  against  th^e 
nabob « of  Oude  ?  was  it  not'equally,  and 
especially  directed  against  the  British 
power  in  India  ?  and  were  we  to  contri- 
bute nothing  to  our  defence,  and  the  na- 
bob every  thing  ?  Was  this  just  or  rea- 
sonable ;  but  even  if  20,000  men  were 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  Oude  only, 
was  it  not  possible  to  have  raised  and  dis- 
ciplined 7000  men  out  of  the  armies  of 
the  nabob,  which  amounted  to  between 
30  and  40,000.  Was  not  this  the  kind  of 
reform  we  should  have  first  attempted  ? 
We  might  h^ve  made  at  least  the  experi- 
ment, and  seen  what  British  influerice  and 
discipline  might  have  effected.  It  will 
not  be  pretended  that  you  would  have 
found  any  effectual  resistance  in  the  na- 
bob to  this  measure  of  disbanding  part  of 
his  army,  and  disciplining  the  remainder. 
On  the  contrary,  we  find  him  actually  as- 
sisting in  such  a  project,  for  half  the  bat- 
talions were  purposely  left  unfilled.  Con- 
scious of  the  inutility  of  so  large  and  un- 
organized a  force,  he  would  gladly  have 
reduced  a  great  part  and  organize^  the  re- 
mainder. At  first  this  was  all  you  asked ; 
you  desired  only  a  reform  of  his  army  by 
the  reduction  of  part  of  his  useless  batta- 
lions; you  said  not  a  word  of  marching  in 
your  troops  to  replace  them.  Having  re- 
peatedly stated  his  army  to  be.worse  than 
useless,  to  be  dangerous,  and  embarrass- 
ing to  your  own,  all  that  you  could  wish 
was  the  removal,  as  far  as  was  possible, 
of  this  danger  and  embarrassment.  Any 
reduction  was  a  gaih ;  it  diminished  your 
fears,  and  concentrated  your  own  force  ;  it 
required  therefore  no  additional  number 
of  troops.  This  was  your  alleged  view  of 
it  at  first  ^  for  sir  Aiured  Clarke  in  his 
letter  to  the  vizier  of  the  21st  of  June, 
1799,  writes  thus :  *  The  defence  of  your 
excellency's  dominions  against  foreign  at- 
tack, as  well  as  their  internal  ti'anquillity, 
can  only  be  effected  by  a  reform  of  your  ex- 
cellency's military  establishments.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  measure  might 
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^  eftcted  with  a  fbgrw  of  adwMiHmffe  to 
yviiriexceUtncy't  finances  UUk  inferior 
to  tbat  wbich  it  proniises  to  your  wiHtorjr 
gBliMwhm»nti>*     So  lord  Weiledey  on 
A%  fMx  of  September^  three  months  after* 
^rardftj  wttts  thus:  '  I  cannot  conclndo 
vvtthottt  «xpreMuig  my  onxiont  hope  that 
jrow  eacoellencV  will  not  msSBst  any  cqa- 
sideration  to  delay  for  a   moment  the 
'  neceafary  alterations  in  your  military  esU- 
blishment;   on  the  eany  completion  of 
the  improvement  of  year  army»  the  safe- 
ty and  prosperity  of  your  dominions  ea- 
Bestially  depend,  and  the  present  is  the 
most  favourable  season  for  the  accom* 
sHsfament  of  this  great  and  salutary  work/ 
16  it  not  plain  from  these  letters,  that  what 
was  origmally  meant  and  proposed,  was  a 
military  reibrm  ?   Nor  did  the  nabob  view 
^  in  any  other  light:  for  on  the  20th  Oct. 
1799,  he  writes  to  lord  Wellesley  thus, 
*  your  lordship  desires  that  I  will  not  delay 
for  amomentthe  necessary  alterations  tnmy 
military  establishment.    The  fact  is,  that 
the  benefits  both  immediate  and  future  of 
such  reform  are  even  more  strongly  im- 
iMressed  upon  my  mind  than  they  are  de- 
scribed by  your  lordship :  and  accordingly 
a  year  ago,  from  a  sense  of  those  b^iefits 
and  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  failure  of 
my  resources,  and  th^  increase  of  my  ex- 
|>ences»  I,  of  my  own  accord,  planned  in 
my  own  mind  a  reform  in  the  system,  and 
was  the  first  to  propose  it.    Your  lordship's 
rfsply  that  pressii^  avocations  obliged  you 
;to  post|K>ne  ike  questipn,  rendei-ed  it  a 
case  of  necessity.'    So  that  alter  ail  the 
assertions  of  the  nabob's  unwillingness  to 
listeb  to  the  measure  of  reform,  it  actual- 
ly appears  that  he  was  the  first  to  propose 
it,  and  that  the  delay  was  alone  to  be 
jimputed   to  lord   Wellesley;    indeed,  I 
will  defy  the  right  hon.  baronet  to  pro- 
duce any  one  instance,  in  which  imy  re- 
fusal, or  even  disinclination,  on  the  part 
of  the  nabob  existed  to  reform  his  civil 
or  military  gavemment ;  he  was  always 
anxious  to  procure  fiwm  the  resident  such 
a  pfeh— nay,  he  himself  had  led  to  it  by- 
divers  reforms  and  retrenchments;  this 
you  baive  had  firom  major  Guseley,  at  the 
bar  cif  this  house,  who,  after  descnfaing 
bm  as  a  ^  sensible,  acute,  and  well  read 
man,'  as  ^  an  excellent  sche^ar,'  and  ""  a 
^(feat  ornament  of  society ;'  adod  a  man 
ii  considerable  taleirts  for  business,  tells 
3P0u,  'thai;  One  coiarected  a  great  masy 
abuses  in  aid  .parts  off  his  establiriiment; 
aoithat  weluEulit  was  nota  joere  pmfes*- 
'^^»i)uta£sed  ami  steady  <dstenniiiatton 


<  in  the  jubob^  to  iotrodaca  oiv^jpracti- 
caUe  reform  into  his  dominkms. — But  did 
,  the  noble  marquis  wish  for  a  reform  }  did 
he  propose  any  thing  resembling  it  ?  will 
j  it  be  pretended  mX  the  proposition  to 
disband  his  whole  army,  and  to  pay  for 
any  additional  and  unlimited  number  of 
troops  you  mmbt  chase  to  introduce,  was  a 
proposition  of  reform  of  his  army  t  and 
did  you  make  any  other  ?  No,  you  never 
intended  to  do  so :  it  was  no  part  of  your 
real  plan,  it  was  a  pitiful  and  contemptible 
pretence.    Your  object  from  the  first  was, 
what  you  elected  at  last,  the  dismember* 
ment  of  the  nabob's  territories,  and  the 
subjugatioii  to  your  power  of  what  you 
suffered  him  to  retain.     Can  any  man 
doubt  tiiis,  who  has  atteutivaly  t^A  the 
papers  befbre  you  ?  is  th^re  one  man  in 
th^  house  that  seriously  doubts  4his  intea* 
tion?    If  he  does,  let  him  reed  the  £rst 
letter  written  by  lord  Wellesley  to  Mr. 
Lomsden^.the  resident  at  Lucicnow,  after 
his  arival  in  1798,  and  before  he  had  bees 
six  months  in  India.    iVAer  compliment- 
ing the  talents,  integrity,  and  dil^ence  of 
Mr.  Lumsden,  (whom  however,  he  thought 
necessary   aflerwards    to   supersede}  he 
writes  thus  :  '  there  are  two  or  thnee  lead- 
ing considerations  in  the  state  of  Oude,  to 
which  I  wish  to  direct  your  .particular  no- 
tice, intending  at  an  early  period  to  enter 
fully  into  the  aiTangement  in  which  they 
must  terminate.     Whenever  the  deadi  of 
Ahnas  shall  liappen,  an  opportoni^  will 
offer  of  securing  the  benefits  of"^  lord 
Teignmouth's  treaty,  by  provisions  which 
seem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  i>ea* 
lising  the  subsidy  under  ail  contingencies. 
The  oompany  ought  to  succeed  to  the 
power  of  Almas.'    Here  we  find  an  open 
undisguised  avowal  of  an  inteation  to  vio* 
late  at  a  given  time  the  treaty  of  Luch- 
now,  to  reduce  it's  stipulations  to  ntere 
waste  paper,  by  a  seieure  of  itstaort  valu- 
able and  fertile  pro'vinoes,  to  secure  against 
all  contiagencies  the  payment  of  a  subsidy, 
for  which  there  was  an  express  atipulatioa 
and  provision  in  the  tre^  itaelf.     Ka* 
sir,  reform  was  only  a  paltry  and  dei^ica* 
ble  pretext;  your  plan  was  aettled»  and 
your  ttieans  were  adequate.  You  aEUoscited 
•in  a  large  body  of  inoops,  not  to  refonn 
the  nabfi%'s  military  estobiiahmant*  bMt  to 
make  your  power  irresistible,  and  kiB«^ 
aources  «}dkausted.«<-«You  demaadiMl  Ite 
disbanding  liis  .army ;  you  knew  tbe  CTtt* 
aequenoes  wotdd  at  tbe  least  fie  the  .diaoi^ 
mition  of  ibis  vevenaes^  tou  ocaapelkd 
iimi  to  paQT  their  arream;  jbadidA^^you 
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then  required  payment  of  the  troops  yon 
bad  inarched  in^    After  some  inefjfectual 
remonstrances,  he  complied  with  your  re- 
<{uisitions ;  but  this  would  not  satisfy  you ; 
he  had  found  the  means  of  frustrating  your 
iniquitous  project ;  till  his  coffers  were  ex- 
hausted, yon  had  not  the  means  of  execut- 
ing your  plans;  ingenuity,  therefore,  must 
be  stretched  to  find  other  pretexts  of  ex- 
tortion.    A  long  dormant  claim,  one  that 
was  never  in  the  contemplation  df  lord 
Teignmouth,  for  the  expences  incurred  by 
the   company  at  the  period  of  Zemaun 
Shah's  approach,  was  then  advanced ;  to 
this  was  added  a  demand  of  a  lack,  and 
40,000  rupees  for  the  repairs  of  the  fort  of 
Allahabad.      Nor  was  this  all;  we  had 
sent  two  embassies  to  Persia  to  counteract 
the  views  of  Zemauir  Shah  in  Hindostan ; 
half  of  the  expence  was  demanded  of  the 
nabob :  emptied  as  his  coffers  had  been 
by  our  previous  extortions,  we  were  in 
hopes  these  demands  would  wholly  ex- 
haust them ;  or,  at  least,  that  they  would 
draw  forth  from  the  nabob  some  acknow- 
ledgment of  inability  to  pay  them,  which 
might  found  the  pretence  of  seizing  his 
dominions.      And    on  his  remonstrating 
against  iJhe  injustice  and  extent  of  these 
demands,  and  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  they  were  brought  forward,  and 
expressed  his  anxiety,  lest  such  vast  and 
reiterated  den^ands  made  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, *'  should  occasion  a  fiiilure  in  pay- 
meirt,*^*  and  by  that  means  *'  bis  responsi- 
bility should  be  impeached :"  the  govern- 
or-general eagerly  seizes  on  *'  this  possi- 
ble inability  to  discharge  his  engagements 
with  the  company,*'  (as  he  is  pleased  to 
term  it)  as  the  foundation  of  a  demand, 
the  most  unjust  and  tyrannical,  but  which 
was  ahvays  the  ultimate  object  of  the 
government.    The  resident  is  directed  to 
propose  to  the   naboj),  either  1st.  The 
complete  transfer  of  his  whole  authority, 
civil  and  military,  to  the  company ;  or, 
'2dly.  Territorial  cessions  in  perpetual  so- 
vereignty, equivalent  to  subsidy  and  the 
charges  of  the  augmented  force,  and  this 
under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Luchnow,  an  article  which  could  relate  to 
nothing  ifiore  than  the  subsidy  settled  by 
that  treaty,  which  was  76  lacks  of  nipees, 
not  to  the  augmented  demand  of  upwards 
of  54  lacks  more.    For  a  long  time  the 
nabob  firmly  resisted  both  these  iniquitous 
propositions ;  and  it  was  not  till  he  vi-as  in- 
formed that  his  further  resistance  WouW 
be  inefiectual,  that  he  chose  the  least  de- 
grading of  them* — Sir,  the  noble  lord 


(Folkestone)  has  detailed  the  particulars 
of  this  transaction  ;  the  insulting  language, 
and  the  mean  artifices  by  which  it  was 
effected.     He  has  stated  justly  the  enor- 
mity of  the  security  taken  of  62  lacks  for 
every  40  of  subsidy,  on  the  principle  of 
the  treaty  with  the  rajah  of  Tanjore;  he 
has  pointed  out  to  you  the  unworthy  con- 
duct of  the  resident,  the  humiliation  of 
the  nabob ;  I  shall  not  repeat  the  disgust-^, 
ing  detail,  so  injurious  to  the  reputation 
and  honour  of  6.  Britain.  .   But  I  may 
just  be  permitted  to  ask  on  what  principle 
of  fairness  we  can  accuse  the  nabob  of  arti- 
fice and  duplicity:  we  who,  during  the 
whole  transaction,  in  our  instructions  to 
our  resident,  made  use  of  every  little  sub- 
terfuge, every  pitiful  pretext  to  cover  our 
intentions ;  who,  when  we  failed  in  per- 
suading the  nabob  to  surrender  his  domi- 
nions wholly  to  the  Company,  instead  of 
abdicating  in  favour  of  his  son.  according 
to  his  own  proposal,  ihstructed  our  resi- 
dent to  avow  the  indifference  of  the  Com- 
pany to  an  act  we  had  most  at  heart,  and 
directed  him  to  remove  every  idea  from 
the  mind  of  the  nabob,  that  we  anxiously 
wished  him  to  abdicate  ;  we,  Who  when  we 
marched  our  augmented  force  into  Oude, 
stated  the  situation  of  Rohilcund,  and  the 
success  of  Gholaum  Khader,  as  the  pre- 
texts for  their  march,  acknowledging  at 
the  time  that  they  were  but  pretexts. — 
With  what  face  then  can  we  accuse  the 
nabob  of  duplicity  ? — ^I  shall  always  think, 
sir,  that  if  the  policy  of  our  government 
in  India  was  to   strengthen    our    north 
western  frontier  by  the  possession  of  the 
Doab,  and  by  the    dismemberment    of 
Oude,  and  the  extension  of  bur  territory, 
in  India  (a  policy  I  much  doubt)  it  would 
have  .been  mt>re  manly,  more  becominff 
the  character  and  honour  of  the  British 
government,  to  have  openly  avowed  our 
determination,  rather,  than  by  these  little 
unworthy  pretexts  and  artifices,,  so  insult-   , 
ing  to  common  sfense  and  honesty,  endea- 
vouring to  justify  an  act,  which  thou^  in 
itself  atrocious  and  tyrannical,  was,  in  its 
execution,  attended  with    circumstances 
still  more  disgraceful  to  the  British  name 
and  character,  than  the  act  itself    But, 
sir,  it  is  said,  with  confidence,  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  that  the  noble  lord 
only  followed  the  instructions  he  received 
from  his  employers,  and  that  the  commu- 
tation of  territory  for  subsidy  had  been 
recommended  by  them.    When  the  right 
hon.  baronet  stated  the  instructions  lord 
Wellesley  had  received,  and  held  in  Im 
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hand  a  large  folio  volume  of  papers  and  | 
instructions,  I  thought  he  would  have 
fevoured  us  with  one  letter  or  paper  of , 
instruictions  firom  the  secret  committee,  or 
th^  court  of  directors,  justifying  lord  Wel- 
lesley  in  his  conduct  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  I 
and  which  might  have  escaped  my  obser- 
vation :  and  although  I  should  not  have 
thought  the  violation  of  a  solemn  treaty, 
even  under  the  sanction  of  such  authority, 
deserving  the  approval  of  this  house ;  yet,  • 
certainly,  the  noble  marquis  could  not , 
have  been  accused  in  such  case  of  any 
thing  more  than  submitting  to  be  the  in- 
strument of  the  Company's  mjustice.  How 
then,  sir,  must  the  house  have  been  asto-  I 
nished  to  find,  that  not  one  letter,  not  one  ' 
scrap  of  paper,  not  one  expression  in  any 
letter,  which  can  be  tortured  into  an  in- 
struction to  the  marquis  Wellesley,  even 
to  commute  the  subsidy  for  territory,  with 
the  consent  of  the  nabob,  much  less  against 
it,  has  been  produced  or  read ;  and  ailer 
this  is  broadly  stated  as  one  ground  of 
defence  of  the  conduct  of  the  governor- 
general,  we  find  it  amounts  to  no  more 
than  this,  that  in  former  times  the  govern- 
ment of  India  was  instructed  to  attempt 
to  persuade  the  nabobs  of  Arcot  to  com- 
mute subsidy  for  territory,  and  that  lord 
Wellesley  himself  actually  carried  out  in- 
structions so  to  do.  Now  let  us  shortly 
examine  thisalledged  approbation  by  the 
Company,  of  the  principle  of  this  commu- 
tation. Sir,  those  who  have  read  the  Car- 
natic  papers  now  on  the.  table  of  this 
house,  will  have  found  that  lord  Macart- 
ney in  1781,  whilst  we  were  at  war,  (I 
think  with  Hyder  Ali)  procured  for  the 
purposes  of  defence  and  security,  the 
nabob  of  Arcot  to  consent  to  make  an 
assignment  of  a  stipulated  portion  of  ter- 
ritory, in  lieu  of  the  subsidy  then  paid  by 
him  to  the  Company ;  but  he  expressly 
states,  that  this  was  done  by  consent,  and 
adds  how  highly  improper  it  would  have 
been  to  have  used  any  thing  like  force  to 
obtain  it.  On  the  representation  of  this 
circumstance  to  the  supreme  government 
at  Bengal,  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  council 
approved  of  the  exchange  ;  but  on  further 
renection,  and  on  lord  Macartney's  avowal 
of  his  iiftention  to  make  the  exchange 
more  than  temporary,  a  discussion  very 
unpleasant  took  place  between  the  two 
governments,  and  ultimately,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings directed  the  re-assignment  of  the 
territory  to  the  nabob.  The  court  of  di- 
rectors, after  stating  their  reasons,  con- 
firmed the  order  of  the  government  of 


Bengal,  and  lord  Macartney  retired  in 
consequence  from  their  service  in  disgust. 
}<^ext  comes  the  conduct  of  lord  Corn^ 
wallis,  and  this  is  mainly  relied. on!  He, 
it  is  said,  actually  made  a  treaty,  by  which 
the  nabob  agreed,  in  a  certain  case,  to 
commute  subsidy  for  territory.  He  cer- 
tainly did  so :  but  in  what  manner,  and 
under  what  circumstances  ?  By  the  treaty 
of  1787,  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  the 
nabob  of  Arcot,  was  increased  200,000/. ; 
it  was  alwajrs  in  arrear.  Lord  Comwallis, 
sensible  that  it  was  beyond  the  ability  of 
the  nabob  to  pay  with  (punctuality,  re- 
duced it,  and  the  nabob  in  consideration 
of  this  reduction,  stipulated  that  if  the  pay- 
ment of  the  instalments  should  be  in  arrear, 
certain  districts  in  the  treaty  mention- 
ed, should  be  possessed  by  the  company, 
till  tlie  arrears  were  paid  ;  in  fact  he  mort- 
gaged his  territory  to  secure  the  payment 
of  the  demand.  Now,  sir,  let  me  ask  the 
house,  if  in  either  of  these  cases,  there  is 
the  least  justification  to  be  found  of  the 
conduct  of  lord  Wellesley,  in 'Oude.  In 
one  case  a  temporary  commutation  was 
made,  and  afterwards  restored  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  supreme  government  and  the 
court  of  directors;  in  the  other  merely 
a  provision  for  such  commutation  in  a 
given  event ;  in  .both  by  consent  of  the 
nabob.  How  can  the  ingenuity  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet  find  the  slightest  resem- 
blance in  the  cases  ?  But  where  are  the  in- 
structions ?  I  had  almost  forgot  the  go- 
vernment of  lord  Hobart,  which  was  ad- 
duced as  illustrative  of  the  principle  of 
commutation. — Sir,  my  recollection  does 
not  furnish  me  with  one  single  .letter  of 
instruction  to  lord  Hobart  from  the  go- 
vernment at  home,  or  the  supreme  govern- 
ment at  Bengal,  to  use  force,  or  any  thing 
like  it,  to  obtain  this  commutation;  al- 
though it  does  furnish  me  with  repeated 
instances  of  urgent  requests  on  his/part  to 
use  it  for  the  purpose.  Tfaie  government 
uniformly  resisted  it,  and  insisted  Hat  no 
means  but  persuasion  should  be  resorted 
to ;  indeed,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
this  very  urgency,  on  the  part  of  lord 
Hobart,  was  the  occasioti  of  lus  losing  the 
supreme  government,  which  wasjntended 
for^  him. — It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the 
only  instance  where  lord  Wellesley  seems 
to  have  attended  to  the  instructions  of  his 
employers,  or  considered  them  more  than 
waste  paper,  is  on  this  very  subject,  where 
he  is  ordered  by  them  to  go  to  Madras, 
previously  to  taking  upon  himself  the  go- 
vernment of  Bengal,  with  a  view  of  per- 
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suading  the  nabob  to  consent  to  thb  arr 
rangement  of  territorial  cession,  in  lieu  of 
subsidy.  But  what  were  his  instructions? 
— ^Why,  to  use  no  other  means  than  per- 
suasioi;!  to  induce  t^e  nabQt>  to  consent  to 
the  proposed  arrangement; ,  ^nd  these 
being  his  instructions,  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  object  w^accomplbhed.  Noxv, 
BIT,  after  having  taken  all  this  pains  to 
travel  from  Bengal  to  Madrs^^  to  find  a 
justification  of  the  noble  lord's  conduct,  by 
analogy  to  instructions  given  to  the  lau 
goTernment-ohow  have  we  succeeded? 
Not  one  instance  of  inst^iuction  to  any 
governor  general  in  India,  to  obtain  ^n 
exchange  of  territory  for  subsidy,  by 
force,  is  to  bo  found-— directly  the  re- 
Veraf.  I  defy  the  right  hon.  baronet 
to  aclduce  even  one  solitary  instance.  I 
am  content  to  rest  the  whole  of  this  case 
on  such  proof,  But^  sir,  I  will  not  waste 
pother  word  in  attempting  to  .refute 
the  mass  of  fallacious  and  plausible  state- 
ments, which  the  ingenuity  of  the  hon. 
baronet  has  produced,  and  which  have* 
been  stated  with  a  solempity  that  would 
make  one  fancy  there  was  something  of 
truth  in  them.  Let  any  m^n  read  the  pa- 
pers«  and  he  cannot  for  an  instant  doubt 
on  how  weak  a  foundation  rests  the  de- 
fence of  this  disgraceful  .transaction.-^Yet 
the  injustice  of  the  transaction  may  find 
some  excuse  in  its  policy,  and  in  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  it  Well,  let  us 
e^amme  it  in  this  view.  What  hav.e  been 
our  gains  ?  Have  we  more  security  now  than 
before !  Have  we  bettered  pur  finances  r 
Is  our  government  in  India  more  secure  ? 
Have  we  even  improved  the  condition  of 
the  natives?  If  these  objects,  or  any  of 
them  have  been  gained,  we  have  some- 
thing to  put  to  the  .credit  side  of  the  ac- 
count. In  what  way  is  our  security  in- 
creased? Is  our  north-western  frontier 
defended  by  a  greater  body  of  forces  ? — 
No.  .  IJftve  we  a  largpr  army  of  British 
troops  in  Oude  titan  before? — No.  On 
the  contrary,  although  the  pretended  ob- 
ject of  our  first  attack  on  the  9abob's  in- 
dependence was  the  necessity  of  a  much 
larger  effective  militaiy  establishment  in 
Oude,  we  have  since  the  treaty  had  per- 
manently ^  less  force  than  before.  The 
fiverage  plumber  has  been  from  10,000  to 
12,500  men  from  the  year  1802  to  the 
iast  accounts  in  1806,.a]3d  the  greater  part 
of  these  scattered  up  and  down  the  ceded 
provinces,  in  the  br^liant  employ  of  the 
collectors  of  Vhe  revenue^  to  the  sreat.  an- 
noyance of  the  nat}ii:es  mA  the  riun  of  the 
Vol*.  X« 


discipline  of  the  army,  as  has  been  stated 
to  you  by  sir  James  Craig,  in  his  evidence 
at  your  bar.  I  cannot  help  asking  here— ^ 
What  can  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  fals^e* 
hood  of  our  reason  for  marching  in  oitf 
troops  than  this  statement,  which  is  strictly 
correct?  But  are  our  finances  improved 
by  this  measure  ?  Ask  the  India  Com- 
pany. It  has  been  acknowledged  that  the 
flourishing  statement  of  the  probable  fu- 
ture revenue  of  the  ceded  provinces,  bv 
Mr.  H.  Weliesley,  has  never  been  realised. 
You  have  been  told  by  an  hon.  director^ 
(Mr.  Robert  Thornton)  the  immense  in- 
crease of  debt,  during  the  administratioa 
of  lord  Weliesley :  and  much  am  I  de- 
ceived, if  the  committee  you  have  just  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  die 
company's  afiairs,  will  not  soon  furnish 
you  with  a  statement  much  less  encourag- 
ing than  the  one  yon  have  heard.  How, 
indeed,  can  it  be  otherwise  ?  Can  this 
system  of  eternal  war,  of  extended  terr 
vUory,  be  carried  on,  vvithout  a  proportion^ 
ate  e:!vpen<^^»  smd  consequently  of  increase 
of  debt  ?  Firmly  am  I  convinced,  that  all 
your  debts  and  embarrassments  are  owing 
to  the  wretched  and  disgraceful  system  of 
extortion  and  plunder  you  have  pursued. 
But  will  it  be  said,  that  our  government  is 
more  secure,  How  will  the  friends  ojf 
lord  Weliesley  prove  this  ?  Is  it  by  the 
temporary  subjugation  of  the  princes  of 
India  ?  Is  that  the  security  on  which  we 
must  rely,  should  the  present  ruler  of 
France  carry  into  ei^ecution  his  projected 
attack?  Is  there  one  of  these  princes  oiai 
whom. you  could,  in  such  case  rely  i  Vour 
treatment  has  made  them  your  bitter  ener 
nxies  in  heart— though  they  are  now  yoor 
humble  slaves.  The  appeacance  of  ai|L 
European  army  would  rekindle  the  flame 
of  resentment,  which,  if  suppressed,  caa 
never  be  extinguished.  A  govecnment  by 
force,  as  has  been  recommended  by  aa 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitshed  Keene)  canno|k 
be  durable.  It  is  physically  impossibJIi^ 
that  30,000  .^Europeans  should  be  the  ab* 
solute  masters  of  sixty  or  seventy  million^ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  India,  supdued  by 
violence  or  treachery?  For,  let  gentle* 
men  look  ^t  the  map  of  Hindostan,  and 
they  will  see  the  extent  of  the  nvschi^ 
in  which  this  wretched  system  has  inr 
volved  us.  From  :the  extremity  of  the 
Malabar  to  the  Coromandcl  coa^,  f^ll  is 
British  influence  and  oppression.  How 
have  you  t^reated  the  nabpb  of  Surat  ?  He 
had  a  divided  authority  with  the  com** 
pany ;  you  ,bave  t^jj^en  i^  from  ^ta,  and 
4B   ' 
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made  him  a  pensioner  on  the  boanty  6f 
'the  company — a  mere  cypher  of  authori- 
ty, subject  to  your  will  and  pleasure  ! 
How  have  you  treated  the  unhappy  chiefs 
of  the  southern  Polygars  ?  You  have 
razed  their  forts;  hung  them  up  at  the 
doors  of  their  own  palaces,  and  transported 
to  New  South  Wales  their  relatives  and  ad- 
herents! What  have  you  done  with  the 
'  Rajah  of  Tanjore  ?  You  have  made  what 
you  call  a  treaty  with  him ;  by  which  you 
'  nave  taken  all  his  dominions  from  him, 
and  pensioned  him  off?  What  has  been 
•your  conduct  to  the  Nizam  ?  When  you 
parcelled  out  Tippoo's  dominions^  you  in 
•your  bounty,  gave  him  a  part ;  you  have 
taken  them  from  him  by  a  similar  agree- 
ment, which  you  call  a  treaty,  under  the 
pretence  of  a  commutation  for  subsidy  :— 
'and  if  lord  Cornwallis  had  not  returned  to 
India,  yon  were  on  the  eve  of  introduc- 
ing the  same  reform  into  his  military 
establishments,  as  you  did  in  Oude ;  so 
indeed  you  would  have  done  with  the 
Peishwa,  but  for  the  interference  of  that  re- 
spected nobleman.  How  have  we  conduct- 
ed ourselves  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot  ?  We 
have  made  a  treaty  with  him  too  ! — Ah ! 
•»ir,  such  a  treaty,  attended  with  such  cir- 
eumstances,  as  it  wrll  be  my  painful  duty 
to  state  to  the  bouse  hereafter ;  suffice  it 
"now*  to  say,  he  retains  not  a  vestige  of 
power.  With  this  cursory  view  of  our 
situation  in*  India,  is  there  any  man  bold 
enough  to  view  it  without  apprehension  ? 
-But,  sir,  though  last,  not  least,  in  the  con- 
templation ot  every  benevolent  and  feel- 
ing mind,  has  the-  condition  of  the  natives 
been  improved?  Has  any  system  of  police 
"been  introduced ;  any  plan  even  proposed 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
lower  oi*ders  (those  for  whom,  as  the  right 
hon^  bart.  states,  British  laws  were  peculi- 
arly calculated)  ?  Has  the  ihdustrous  ryot 
been  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
-fruits  of  his  indnstry,  against  the  extortion 
^  the  zemindar? — No,  sir;  we  hear  of 
reform,  but  the  people  have  experienced 


iione  ;  their  condition  in  the  space  of  four 
years,  and  upwards,  has  been  not  one  whit 
mended;'  and  this  we  have  from  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Strachey,  who  was  a 
-judge  in  one  of  the  ceded  provinces.  He 
tells  you,  that  up  to  the-  year  1 805,  this 
detestable  policy '  (as  the  right  hon.  bart. 
-represents  it)  remahied  in  the  same  state  ; 
not  one  step  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
government  to  improve  the  police  in  the 
ceded  provinces.  This  gentleman  was 
judge  at  Midimpore,    the  very  spot  to. 


which  the  Mahrattas  marched,  in  their  way 
to  Bengal,  in  1780;  and  we  have  evidence 
from  him  of  the  state  of  his  province.  He 
says,  that  continued  disturbances  aat>se,  in 
consequence  of  the  substitution  of  our 
military  for  the  forces  of  the  country,  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenues  ;  and  he  was 
actually  obliged,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country,  to  dismiss  the  mili- 
tary, and  restore  the  police  to  the  zemin- 
dar ;  and  by  that  means  the  people  were 
satisfied,  and  the  province  tranquil. — ^What 
too  does  Mr.  Riley,  the  judge  of  Etawa, 
say  ?  Does  he  furnish  you  ^vith  the  glow- 
ing portrait  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
British  rule  in  India,  so  feelingly  contrast- 
ed by  the  right  hon.  bart.  with  the  anar- 
chy and  misery  of  the  native  governments? 
Where  is  the  magic  wand,  which  was,  at 
the  instant,  to  convert  licentiousness  into 
subordination,  and,  in  the  name  of  British 
justice,  to  substitute  civilization  and  good 
order,  for  barbarism  and  revolt  ?  From  him 
we  learn,  that  a  general  and  perpetual  dis- 
satisfaction existed  during  the  whole  of 
that  period  he  resided  as  judge  in  the  pro- 
vince ;  that  there  were  nothing  but  insur- 
rections and  revolts ;  that  the  zemindars 
and  nobles  were  in  a  constant  state  of  re- 
volt ;  that  when  a  French  officer  (M.  Suf- 
frien)  entered  the  province,  with  a  handful 
of  troops,  they  actually  joined  him.  In- 
deed, sir,  it  is  impossible  to  believe,  that 
the  hearts  of  the  people  caA  be  with  you ; 
torn,  by  your  power,  from  their  natural 
sovereign,  to  whom,  in  eastern  countries, 
attachment  is  part  of  their  nature ;  sub- 
jected to  the  exactions,  insults,  and  punish- 
ments of  men  whose  justice  they  have 
heard  of,  but  never  experienced  ;  whose 
religion  they  abhor,  and  whose  la^\'s  are 
dissonant  from  their  habitft  and  customs ; 
dragooned,  as  it  were,  into  submission,  by 
a  scattered,  and  consequently^  licentious 
military — what  spark  of  affection  can  be 
excited  m  their  breasts  towards  you? 
What  feeling  can  animate  them,  but  stifled, 
yet  unsubdued  revenge  ? — a  deep-rooted 
resentment,  which,  under  your  presentsys- 
tem,  JTO  time  will  allay,  and  which  wants 
only  a  fit  opportunity  to  overwhelm  you  in 
its  effects.  Depend  on  it,  India  is  the  thea- 
tre oti  which  Britain  is  vulnerable ;  neglect 
not  the  necessary  precautions  till  it  be  too 
late  ;  retrace  those  sanguinary  and  de- 
spotic steps  which  you  have  lately  trod ; 
substitute  conciliation  for  terror — ^the  influ- 
ence of  European  civilization  for  British 
fraud  and  violence ;  make  the  natite 
princes  your  frrendsf,  not  your  slaves  ^  ic- 
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store  to  them  the  unjust  spoils  of  \rhich 
you  have  plundered    them  ;    let  British 
faith  and  justice  be  henceforth  as  unsullied 
in  Hindostan,  as,  I  trust,  in  every  other 
part  of  the  world  it  has  been.    If  we  claim 
the  character  of  a  great  nation,  let  us  de- 
serve it.     Forget  not,  '  that  justice  is  the 
foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  states,  and 
that  the  prayers  of  the  oppressed  often  call 
down  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty  on 
their  oppressors/— This  was  the  pathetic 
appeal  to  the  justice  of  a  former  nabob,  by 
that  respected  nobleman,  marquis  Corn- 
wallis  ;  he  lived,  alas !  to  see  it  too  appli- 
cable to   ourselves. — ^And    now    sir,  the 
amendment  of  which  notice  has  been  given 
by  the  right  hon.  bart  on  the  last  motion, 
brings  me  to  the  personal  question  as  it 
immediately  affects  the  noble  marquis ;  I 
have  before  said  I  consider  this  the  least 
important  view  of  the  subject,  because  the 
destruction  of  the  system,  not  the  punish- 
ment of  the  man,  is*  and  ought  to  be  our 
object     The  right  hon.,  gent,  seems  to 
think  otherwise,  and  if  lord  Wellesley  can 
be  saved  harmless, '  the  suftering  millions' 
of  India  (as  in  contempt  he  is  pleased  to 
term  them)  may  remain  pillaged,  oppress- 
ed and  subjugated.     Let  us  then  consider 
if  in  truth  and  justice,  the  noble  marquis 
can  be  saved  harmless.    Sir,  I  am  well 
.  aware  how  much  the  brilliancy  of  exploits 
dazzles  and  confounds  the  judgment,  how 
much  the  recollection  of  splendid  victories 
achieved  in  a  good  cause,  shuts  our  even 
to  future  misconduct  in  a  bad  one.     It  is  a 
natural  and  irresistible  feeling.      The  a- 
chievements  of  the  noble  marquis  in  the  i 
Camatic  war    against    Tippoo,   and   the 
complete  destruction  of  Prench  interest  in 
India,  the  consequence  of  that  event,  en- 
titled him  to  the  highest  commendations 
of  his  country.      It  is  impossible  to  speak 
in  terms  appropriate  of  the  peculiar  merit 
which  attended  that  exploit,  not  only  in 
its  success,  but  in  the  vigorous  and  ener- 
getic measures  of  lord  W  ellesley,  which 
preceded,  and  ensured  it.     His  conduct  on 
that  occasion  reminds  me  of  the  splendid 
and  useful  qualities  attributed  by  Cicero 
to  Pompey,  when  he  wished  to  prevail  on 
the  Roman  senate   to  appoint  him  to  a 
command  in  its  nature  something  similar. 
'  Labor  in  negotiis,  fortitudo  in  pcriculis, 
industria  in  agendo,  celeritas  in  conficiendo, 
consilium  in  providendo.'     All  these  attri- 
butes the   noble  marquis  may  justly  lay 
claim  to,  in  the  war  against  the  Indian 
Mithridates,  and  if  he  had  immediately 
aifter  this  conquest  of  Mysore  left  India,  he 


would  have  merited  the  unqualified  appro- 
bation of  his  countrymen.     But,  sir,  after, 
reading  the  papers  on  your  table,  of  his 
subsequent  conduct,  is  there  any  impartial 
man  who   will   venture  to   say  that   his, 
laurels  remain   unfaded,  untarnished  by, 
his  subsequent    conduct?      Highly   as   I 
respect  the  talents  of  the  noble  marquis, 
I  cannot  permit  the  brilliancy  of  those 
talents  to  shut  my  eyes  agaiucit  the   acts 
of  tyranny  and  injustice  we  are  now  ex- 
amining ?  I  impute  to  him  no  corrupt  mo- 
tives ;    but  is  that  unbounded  ambition', 
which  permits  no  obstacles  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  most  unjust  ends,  no  crime  ? 
Is  such  an  ambition  less  fatal  to  the  inter- 
ests and  character  of  a  great  nation  than 
personal  avarice  ?  Insatiable  as  they  both 
are,  the  effects  of  ambition  are  more  per- 
nicious, because  more  extensive  and  dura- 
ble.    With   a  considerable   bias  on  my   • 
mind  in  favour  of  lord  Wellesley,  I  feel 
compelled  to  pronounce  a  verdict  of  guil- 
ty, and  that  against  him  alone ;  for  plain- 
ly manifest  is  it,  that  in  the  whole  of  these 
momentous   proceedin^r^,  whilst  his  dis- 
regard and  contempt  of  the  company's 
authority  has  been  avowed  and  justified  by 
the  riglit  hon.  baronet,  he  has  not  even 
condescended  to  communicate  to  his  coun- 
cil   his    intentions  towards    Oude.      Sir 
Alurcd  Clarke,  second  in  council,  informs 
you  that  though  he  left  India  only  in  Feb. 
1801,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  intentions 
of  lord  Wellesley  respecting  Oude,  though 
they  had  been  methodized,  and  arranged 
as  we  find  long  before ;  even .  Mr.  Cow- 
per,  possessing  the  confidence  and  friend- 
ship of  lord  Wellesley,  was  not  entrusted 
with  the  secret.     In  fact  this  was  his  sole 
act,  originating  in  himself,  executed  by 
himself— no  one  has  shared  the  merit,  if 
merit  it  has;  no  one  else  is  intitled  to  cen- 
sure, if  censure  it  deserves. — I  had  nearly 
forgot  the  justification  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis from  the  subsequent  approval  by  the 
court  of  directors.     How  does  the  right 
hon.  baronet  constinie  an  approval  of  the 
treaty  into  that  of  lord  Wellesley*s  con- 
duct r  An  honorable  director  (Mr.  Grant) 
has  told  vou,  that  the  naked  treaty  alone 
came  to  tnem,  without  one  explanation  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  obtained, . 
or  the  circumstances  which  preceded   it. 
I  wonder  not  they  should  approve  a  treaty 
which  (if  they  gave  credit  to  the  brilliant 
statement  of  the  future  revenues  of  the 
ceded  provinces  by  Mr.  H.  NVellesley) 
promised  so  great  a  relief  to  their  enbar- 
rassed  finances;  but  when  they  did  know 
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all  die  circumstances  attending  it,  did  they 
then  approve  lord  Wellesley's  conduct  ? 
K04  sir,  on  the  contrary,  they  stood  for- 
ward, as  manfully  and  honourably  as  they 
do  now,  to  exi^ress  their  reprobation  and 
abhorrence  of  it.  On  what  then  rests 
this  part  of  the  justification  ?  It  is  as 
specious,  but  as  fallacious  as  the  rest. — 
I  fear,  sir,  I  have  nearly  exhausted  the 
patience  of  the  hou^e ;  indeed  I  am  near- 
ly exhausted  myself;  but  I  Was  anxious 
nilly  to  state  the  reasons  of  my  vote  on  a 
question,  which  I  consider  most  important 
to  the  interests  and  character*  of  Great 
Britain,  which  has  employed  an  attentive 
Consideration  of  some  weeks,  and  to  which 
I  have  brought  only  an  anxious  desire  for 
truth.  In  the  vote  which  I  shall  most 
readily  give  in  support  of  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord,  I  will  frankly  own,  I  am 
making  no  small  sacrifice  of  my  political 
feelings,  to  my  sence  of  public  duty.  I 
have  my  political  attachments  and  friend- 
ships as  well  as  others ;  and  when  I  feel 
compelled  to  forego  them  even  for  the 
in6ment,  it  is  with*  sincere  regret.  I  am 
happy,  however,  in  thinking  that  this  is 
no  party  question.  The  present  ministers, 
i¥ith  one  exception,  have  not  the  remotest 
personal  interest  in  the  transaction ;  yet 
if  they  had,  if  they  themselves  were  impli- 
cated in  the  question,  it  would  make  no 
difference  in  me,  except  in  increasing  my 
regrets :  for  there  is,  tnere  can  be  but  one 
plain  line  of  duty  for  a  member  of  the 
british  parliament  to  pursue,  namely,  to 
consider  the  honour  and  character  of  the 
country,  (and  of  consequence  its  interests) 
a&  paramount  to  every  personal  feeling  and 
every  private  wish. — One  iVord,  sir,  before 
I  sit  down,  on  the  subject  of  reparation  to 
the  party  injured.  I  wish  this  point  had 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  noble 
'lord,  and  a  motion  had  been  directed  to 
this  object.  Reparation  to  the  injured  is 
a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  repentance 
of  the  act.  I  think  the  committee  now 
sitting,  and  to  which  I  have  alluded,  is 
the  proper  tribunal  to  which  reference  in 
this  case  might  be  made ;  but  I  dictate 
not  to  the  noble  lord.  Sir,  I  shall  detain 
you  and  the  house  no  longer ;  I  am  thank- 
ful for  its  indulgence,  and  of  which  I  am 
conscious  I  have  taken  an  unreasonable 
advantage. 

Mr.  H^ry  Wdleslty  said,  that  it  was 
with  the  greatest  reluctance  that  he  ven- 
tured to  obtrude  himself  upon  the  time  of 
the  house,  upon  a  question  of  such  im- 
pt^rtance^  a»that  now  undet  its  considera- 


tion ;  but,  having  be^n  principally  con- 
cerned in  the  execntion  of  those  measnfe*,, 
upon  which  the  nioblfe  lord's  resolutions 
were  grounded,  and  having  been  personally 
alluded  to  by  an  hon.  Rent.  (Mr.  Lixfthinc* 
ton)  who  spoke  last  but  one  pretioosto' 
the  adjournment  of  this  debate,  he  trusted 
that  he  should  be  excused  if  he  troubled 
the  house  with  a  ve^  ffew  words.   Dmring 
the  several  discussions  which  had  taken 
place  upon  this  subject,  previous  to  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  he  had  not  the 
honour  of  being  a  member  of  the  house, 
and  he  therefore  had  no  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  sentiments,  even  upon  those 
parts  of  them  which  related  personallv  to 
him.    It  was  for  that  reason;  as  ^ireu.as 
from  ^hat  fell  from  the  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site to  him,  (Mr.  Lushington)  before  mis 
debate  was  adjourned,  that  he  was  anxtons 
to  avail  himself  of  this  occasion  to  state 
that,  although,  durhig  his  employment  in 
Oude,  he  acted  for  the  most  part  under  in- 
structions from  the  suprefde  sovermhent, 
yet  that  nothing  could  be  further  from  his 
disposition  than  to  shrink  fi*cfm  any  re- 
sponsibility which  might  be  supposed  to 
attach  to  him  for  the  share  he  haid  had  hi 
these  transactions.    The  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Lushington)  expressed  his  stfrprize  that 
one  of  his  first  acts,  immediately  afler  the 
territorial  cession,  should  have  been  the 
establishment,  in  the  ceded  provinces.  Of  a 
monopoly  of  salt,  and  he  asked  him  where 
he  had  learnt  that  bratich  of  political  eco- 
nomy ?  Now,  the  hon.  gent,  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  period  when  that  monopoly  tt^as 
introduced  into  the  ceded  pVovinces,  fer  it 
was  not  introduced  till  nearly  a  year  and 
a  half  subsequent  to  the  cession,  when  the 
territorial  settlement  had  taken  place,  and 
when  the  company's  civil  and  judicial 
system'  had    been  completely  extended 
oyer  those  provhices;    and,  if  the -hon. 
gent,  would  take  the  trouble  to  enquii^,  he' 
would  find  that  a  monopoly  of  sdit  fbrm^ 
one  of  the  compatiy's  principal  sources  of 
revenue  in  the  province  of  Bengal.    He 
cculd  not  see,  therefore,  why  the  elstablish- 
ment  6f  such  a  monopoly,  tinder  proper 
regulations,    in  the  ceded  ptotinces  of 
Oude,  should  not  be  proportionaUy  pro- 
ductive as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  as 
little  oppressive  on  th^  inhabitants,  as  long 
experience  had  pfoved'it  to  be  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Bengal.  —  After  the  able  and 
comprehensive  speech  6f  his  Hght  hon. 
friend  opposite  to  him,  (sif  Johti'Anstru- 
ther,)  he  felt  that  he  should  trespa^  ml- 
necessarily  upon  the  thne  of  tite  hxmse«  if 


Digitized  by  VriOOQlC 


11131 


PAUL,  DEBATES,  UkueR  tS,  laOa,— Owfc  CkargCi 


tun 


ke  attem{>ted  to  entet*,  t6  dAy  gretiit  ex>- 
tem,  into  the  general  question  before  it 
He  certainly  thought,  (and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of 
most  of  the  gentlemen  present,  who  were 
conversant  in  the  ail^irs  of  India,  when  he 
said,)  that  our  right  of  control  over  the 
afiairs  of  Oude  was  fully  established  by 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  intimate  con- 
nection subsisting  between  the  £adt  India 
company  and  the  goternment  of  Oude ;  a 
connection  which  could  not  be  dissolved 
without  consequences  the  most  injurious 
to  both  states,  aad  probably  destructive  to 
the  government  of  Oude.  Much  had  been 
said  respecting  the  interference  of  lord 
Welleslev's  immediate  predecessors  in  the 
afiairs  ot  Oude ;  and  he  certaiitly  could 
not  conceive  a  more  direct  and  positive 
act  of  interference,  or  one  which  went  fur* 
ther  to  establish  the  dependency  of  Owle 
upon  the  £ast  India  company,  than  that 
which  was  exercised  by  lord  Teignmouth; 
when,  with  the  assistance  of  a  British 
army,  he  deposed  vizier  All,  Who^  eleva- 
tion to  the  musnud  he  had  before  ssanc- 
tioited,  and  placed  the  present  vizier  Saudat 
AH  in  his  room.  In  adverting  to  this 
transaction,  he  had  no  other  object  what- 
ever than  to  call  the  atterition  6f  the  house 
to  lord  Teignmouth's  opinion  with  respeet 
to  our  relations  in  Oude,  whose  Authority, 
so  deservedly  respectable  upOrt  all  subjects 
relating  to  India,  is  so  entirely  conclusive 
upon  this  particular  point ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  understood,  that  nothing  was 
farther  frotn  his  intention  than  to  impute 
the  slightest  blame  to^  the  tioble  lord  for 
his  conduct  upon  that  bccasidn.  On  the 
contrary,  ht  thought,  that  under  circum- 
stances of  great  dithculty,  tod,  he  believed, 
of  personal  danger,  lord  Teignmoiith  dis- 
playied  a  degree  of  judgment  and  firmness 
which  was  highly  creditable  to  his  charac- 
ter. He  also  tnOught,  that  his  decision 
was  founded  in  strict  justice ;  but,  was  it 
only  where  justicft  was  due  to  others  that 
our  interference  Was  warrantable  ?  but 
where  it  was  due  to  ourselves,  in  a  case 
where  our  security  depends  upon  our  in- 
terference, are  we  to  remain  inactive  spec- 
tators of  the  ruin  of  the  resources  upon 
which  that  security  was  to  depend ;  nor 
could  it  be  maintained,  that  the  gov. -gen. 
should  have  postponed  his  interference  till 
that  ruin  was  accomplished,  rather  than 
have  interposed  his  authority  to  prevent 
it?  That  it  was  fast  approaching,  was 
abundantly  proved  by  the  papers  upon 
the  table;  and  be  would. ask  the  house. 


what  mujirt  hAve  b^cm  the  cf6nditioii  of 
thofte  province^,  if,  iii  addition  to  thecala* 
mities  under  which  they  Were  sufifering', 
they  had  been  exposed  to  the  evil  of  be- 
coming the  seat  of  a  Mabratta  war ;  and 
yet,  had  those  provinces  continued  under 
the  direction  of  the  vizier,  at  the  breakirtgf 
out  of  the  Mabratta  war,  it  Would  have 
been  utterly  impossible  for  lord  Lake 
(whose  losjJ  the  public  and  his  friends  "have 
so  much  reason  to  deplore)  to  have  achieved 
that  briiriAntt  campaign,  for  which,  among 
other  marks  of  distinction  deservedly  con-* 
ferred  upon  him,  be  received  the  thanks 
of  the  house.  His  army  would  haVe  fount! 
sufficient  employment  in  restraining  and 
keeping  in  check  the  nmtihous  and  dis*' 
orderly  troops  of  the  vizier.  Had  he  at- 
tempted to  advance  beyond  the  frontier, 
the  country  would  have  been  in  open  re- 
bellion ;  his  supplies  (if  indeed  he  COnId 
have  procured  any  from  a  country  in  such 
a  condition)  would  have  been  cut  of! ;  he 
must  therefore  have  remained  in  Oude 
upon  the  defensive,  and  (in  addition  id 
the  evils  of  a  protracted  war)  from  the  in^' 
adequacy  of  his  force  to  c6ver  the  whole 
of  a  weak  and  extensive  frontier,  he  must 
necessarily  have  left  many  parts  of  thcf 
country  exposed  to  the  irruption  of  thcf 
Mabratta  army.— *  In  consequence,  how- 
ever, of  the  introduction  of  the  company's 
authority  into  those  provinces,  lord  Lak* 
was  riot  only  enabled  to  draw  his  supplies 
from  them,  but  to  apply  the  whole  of  his 
force  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  thus 
he  finished,  in  one  campaign,  a  war  which' 
might  otherwise  have  been  protracted  to 
a  period  of  several  years.— These  were  K 
part  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  that' 
territorial  cession,  a  demand  for  which  he 
maintained  not  only  to  have  been  justifi- 
able, not  only  conformable  to  the  spirit  of 
the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  of 
1798,  but  absolutely  necessary  to  our 
security.  The  viiier  had  repeatedly  in- 
timated to  the  resident,  his  apprehensiou' 
of  a  total  failure  in  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  in  proportion  as  it  was  essen- 
tial to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and 
of  the  vizier,  that  a  large  British  military 
force  should  be  permanently  stationed  in 
Oude,  in  the  same  proportion  wa«  it  ne- 
cessary, that  the  resourcies  by  which  that 
force  was  to  be  maintained,  sliould  be  pre- 
served from  f^lure.  And,  considering  all 
the  circumstances  detailed  in  th^  papers 
upon  the  table,  6{  the  radical  defects  of  ^ 
the  viflSier's  system  of  administration,  of 
the  mutinous  spirit,  and  total  want  of  dis-  > 
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eipline  preTailing  in  his  anny,  of  the 
annual  progressive  decline  of  the  reve- 
nues and  resources  of  every  description, 
and  of  the  existence  of  a  formidable  French 
establishment,  permanently  stationed  upon 
the  most  vulnerable  part  of  our  frontier ; 
he  repeated,  that,  under  such  circum- 
atances,  the  governor-general,  whqever  he 
might  be,  %vouId  not  only  have  been  un- 
worthy, of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  but 
would  have  been  cuilty  of  a  criminal  neg<- 
lect  of  his  duty,  if  he  had  not  taken  effec- 
tual means  for  placing  the  company^s  in- 
terests in  Oude,  as  connected  with  those 
ofthevisier,  upon  a  permanent  founda- 
tion of  security.  The  arrangement,  as  it 
now  stands,  has  proved  equally  advantage- 
ous to  both  piuties.  The  company  no 
longer  depends  for  the  regular  aischarge 
of  the  subsidy  upon  the  precarious  reali- 
zation of  the  revenues.  On  the  other 
band,  the  vizier,  with  a  diminished  terri- 
tory, had,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  derived  a 
considerable  advantage.  For«  although 
the  districts  ceded  to  the  company,  were 
rated  at  a  crore  and  35  lacks  of  rupees,  it 
appeared,  upon  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
count of  the  aumils  of  the  several  dUtricts 
ceded,  that  not  more  than  90  lacks  had 
ever  been  paid  into  the  vizier's  treasury 
from  those  districts ;  consequently,  he  was 
a  gainer  of  more  than/or(y  lacks  of  rupees 
annually  by  the  new  ai-rangement. — The 
noble  lord  (Folkestone)  had  stated,  in  his 
Resolutions,  that  in  pursuing  this  measure, 
lord  Wellesley  was  actuated  by  motives 
of  ambition  and  aggrandizement.  But 
be  positively  knew,  that  he  pursued  the 
whole  progress  of  this  arrangement  with  a 
degree  of  personal  labour,  solicitude,  and 
anxiety,  almost  unparalleled,  under  a  con- 
viction that  his  duty  required  the  steps 
which  he  took,  and  that  he  was  acting  in 
a  most  important  and  urgent  case,  not  only 
for  the  advantage,  but  for  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  interests  committed  to  his 
charge.  He  also  acted  under  a  conviction, 
that  his  proceed mgs  were  consonant  to 
the  wishes  and  intentions  of  his  employers 
at  home;  nor  did  he  receive  the  least  in- 
timation, not  even  a  hint,  that  his  mea- 
sures in  Oude  were  disapproved  by  the 
court  of  directors,  until  his  return  to  Eng- 
land in  2806,  more  than  four  years  subse- 
quent to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  As 
to  the  motives  imputed  to  him  by  the  no- 
ble lord  (Folkestone)  he  took  upon  himself 
to  assert  that  in  this  as  well  a5  in  every  < 
other  measure  connected  with  his  arduous 
administration^  lord  Wellesley  had  been 


actuated  by  no  personal  motive  whatever, 
unless  indeed  it  were  that  which  (although 
so  nearly  connected  with  him,  he  trusted 
he  might  be  permitted  to  say)  had  distin- 
guished every  act  of  his  public  life, — an 
anxious  and  unremitting  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare and  interest  of  his  country.     And  he 
would  put  it  to  the  house,  whether,  if  the 
reports  which  had  reached  this  country 
respecting  the  designs  of  Buonaparte  upon 
our  possessions  in  the  East  Indies,  and  of 
the  progress  which  he  had  made  in  the 
furtherance  of  those  desi^s,  be  entitled 
to  any  credit,  whether  this  was  a  time  to 
propose  to  the  house  to  pass  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure upon  the  measures  which   are  best 
calculated  to  defeat  his  de«gns  ^  An  hon. 
director  (Mr.  Grant)  had  said,  that  the 
system  of  policy  pursued  by  lord  Welles- 
ley, during  his"^  administration,  waa  likely 
to  prove  injurious  to  our  interests  in  India, 
at  the  present  crisis  of  affairs.    Did  the 
hon.  director  think  that  our  interests  would 
have  been  safer  if  the  power  of  Tippoo 
Sultaun  were  still   in  existence,  with  the 
means  which  he  possessed  from  the  extent 
of  sea-coast,   which   formed  one  of  the 
botmdaries  of  his  dominions,  of  facilitating 
the  landing  of  a  French  army  .in  the  pe- 
ninsula ?     Did  he  think  that  our  interests 
would  be  safer,  if  the  native  powers  of 
India  were  free  from  all  connection  with 
the  British  government,  some  of  them  with 
large  French  establishments  in  their  srr- 
vice,  one  of  tliese  permanently  stationed 
upon   the  most  vulnerable  part  of  our 
frontier,  and  upon  that  part  ot  it  which  (in 
the  course  he  was  supposed  to.  be  pursu- 
ing) would  immediately  present  itself  to 
the  enemy  ?     Was  it  not  evident,  that  if 
such  were  the  political  state  of  India,  at 
the  present  moment,  that  the  danger  which 
was  supposed  to  menace  it  from  the  pro- 
jects of  Buonaparte,  would  be  infinitely 
more  formidable  than  it  now  is?     And, 
lastly,  he  asked,  if,  at  the  present  crisis  of 
affairs,  we  derived  any  security  from  the 
destruction  of  the  French  power  in  India, 
and  from  the  establishment  of  our  influ- 
ence over  the  councils  of  the  native  princes, 
was  it  not  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  his  noble  relation  during 
his  administration  ? — He  said,  he  had  only 
further  to  state,  that  as  far  as  he  was  per- 
sonally concerned  in  the  transaction  be- 
fore the  house,  fully  impressed  as  he  was 
with  a  sense  of  the  important  advantage;* 
resulting  from  it,  if  he  thought  it  possible 
that  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord  (Folkestone)  would  be  sanctioned  by 
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a  vote  of  this  house,  he  certainly  should 
deeply  lament  it.  But  there  was  one  part 
of  tills  transaction  to  which  he  had  not 
yet  adverted,  and  to  have  been  concerned 
in  \\  hick  could  not  fail,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  aflbrd  him  the  highest  gratifi- 
cation; and  that  was,  that  he  should  have 
been  instrumental  to  the  relief  of  several 
millions  of  people  trom  the  most  dread- 
ful system  of  tyranny,  oppression,  and 
violence,  that  ever  prevailed  in  any  part 
of  the  world. 

Mr.  C  Grcmt,  in  explanation  said,  that 
the  war  with  Tippoo  was  one  of  defence. 
'Here  the  measures  were  those  of  aggres- 
sion. 

Mr.  G€orge  Johnstone,  felt  great  difficulty 
in  ofiering  his  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of 
a  person,  who,  on  some  occasions,  had 
done  great  service  to  the  country,  and  to 
'  whose  motives  he  did  the  amplest  justice. 
lie  had  at  the  outset  of  the  noble  marquis's 
government  in  India;  been  one  of  the  first 
to  offer  his  tribute  of  praise  to  his  splendid 
actions,  and  it  was  not  till  he  saw  him  en- 
ter Upon  a  line  of  policy  bad  in  itself,  and 
disapproved  of  by  the  company  at  home, 
that  he  changed  his  opinion.  It  should 
appear  from  the  papers  on  the  table  that 
our  frontier  was  in  danger,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  secure  it ;  that  would  be  a  full 
justification  of  the  noble  marquis's  con- 
duct ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  no  further  security  was  necessar}*-, 
and  that  his  system  went  only  to  destroy 
the  independence  of  every  native  power  in 
alliance  with  us,  and  to  interfere  with  their 
internal  government,  a  double  portion  of 
censure  ought  to  faU  on  him.  In  order  to 
shew  this  to  be  the  case,  he  would  consider 
the  subject  under  four  heads  ;  1.  The 
rights  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  by  treaty. 

2.  His  conduct  under  these  stipulations. 

3.  The  negociation  which  was  pursued  for 
the  purpose  of  procurmg  the  disbanding 
of  his  troops ;  and  4.  The  negociation 
which  compelled  him  to  cede  the  half  of 
bis  territory  in  commutation  of  his  kist.s. 
The  hon.  gent,  then  entered  upon  a  detail 
of  the  circumstances  that  led  Sandut  Ally 
to  the  musnud,  and  went  through  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  Treaty  concludea  between 
him  and  the  company  in  1798,  and  con- 
tended, that  the  danger  of  invasion  from 
Persia  was  as  great  at  that  time  as  it  was 
at  any  future  period.  From  this  circum- 
stance he  drew  the  conclusion,  that  as  the 
territory  of  Oude  was  not  seized  when  the 
treaty  was  concluded  by  sir  John  Shore, 
there  never  was  a  future'  iKxasion  for  re-> 


sorting  to  such  a   mea; 
was  the  reason  assigned 
because  it  would  ruin 
justice   and    forbearance 
dostan.    The  treaty  wa: 
government    pronouncec 
every  thing  beneficial 
to  be  fully  competent 
the  interests  of  both 
bob  was  sincerely  attach 
lous  in  the  service  of  tl 
whom,  on  a  pressing  oc 
money  from  his  private  t 
family  horses  for  the  purj: 
a  regiment.    We  were,  tli 
sense  bound  to  the  strict  ( 
treaty  ;  yet  what  would  tl 
fairly  and  impartially,  v, 
after,  they  found  the  gove 
termined  to  break  throug 
the  system  of  wresting  th< 
nabob,    interfering  in  hi 
ment,  and  disbanding  hi?] 
several  letters,  this  appear l 
termination,  and  it  was  post 
month  by  the  more  import 
Mysore,  which  were  no  so<^| 
Mr.  Lumsdenwas  recalled 
and    Col.  Scott  was   appl 
thcire*     It  was  then  they 
violence  to  procure  the  ci 
nabob's  troops,  for  the  pur 
inff  their  own  over  his  ( 
taking  the  collection  of  t 
well  as  the  authority  of  go 
his  hands.     He  called  upo 
consider  in  this  place  the 
made  by  the  nabob  (which 
he  was  sure,  if  they  did  n 
cruelty  and  aggression  that 
cised  towards  him,  they  woi 
of  those  feelings  which  a  Bril 
was  never  yet  found  to  wan 
representation,  so  humble  an 
of  attachment,  the  most  hai 
answer  was  returned  by  the  g 
ral.     It  made  no  alteratior 
and  he  went  on  with  them  i 
tion  of  the  treaty,  and  that 
calculated  to  degrade  the 
eyes  of  his  people.    The« 
last  threatened,  that  the 
vizier  were  reduced  to  the 
lacks,  and  a  further  pract 
proposed,  amounting  to  1 5  lai 
troops  of  that  ereat  officer  A 
countenanced  by  the  Brilis 
against  his  own  master,  at 
lacks.    This^  however,  docs 
governor,  and  the  next  stcj 
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improbable  alarm  respecting  the  failure 
,  of  the  resource^  and  to  demand  a  cession, 
SLQt  only  of  a  paxt«  but  qH  the  whole  do- 
minions of  Oude,  without  leaving  the*  so- 
vereign any  power  at  all,  but  remaining 
merely  as  a  pensioner  on  the  company. 
If  any  thing  oould  equal  this  outrageous 
lU'opQsaL  it  was  the  double  dealii^  manner 
m  which  it  was  wished  to  be  effected,  by 
asking  the  nabob  to  make  an  application 
tQ  have  it  don»  as  a  faFour  to  himself,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  his  people.  He  resisted 
it  ^ith  meekness,  but  with  firmness ;  and 
iben  jcame  the  letter  accusing  him  of  in- 
gratitude, and  threatening  to  send  troops 
to  take  forcible  possession  of  his  teoritory. 
A  demand  of  Sd  l^^ks  of  rupees  is  in- 
stantaneously required  to  be  paid.  This 
sum  had  increased  from  17,  in  eight 
months,  and  lie  doubted  that  any  part  qf 
it  was  due>  for,  irom  the  ^Mscounu  before 
the  house,  it^  appeared,  that  in  former 
years  the  e^^penditure  of  Oude  was  lesa 
than  the  payments.  Thus,  in  the  three 
preceding  years,  the  expences  had  been 
CO,  dO,  and  80  lai^ks,  while  the  payments 
were  67,  98,  and  ^  lacks.  Thus  pressed, 
however,  the  nabob  made  an  ofier  so  iair^ 
that  the  resident  at  Luc  know  wished  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  with  him  upon  that  grcmnd. 
It  was  a  cession  of  territory  to  the  amount 
of  1  crore  20  lacks,  for  the  payment  of  the 
additional  troops  marched  m  by  command 
.  of  fnarquis  AVellesley  ;  but  even  this  was 
rejected  by  him.  Harrassed  at  last  by 
all  these  means,  the  joabob  only  Mcished  to 
resign  the  territory  of  his  ancestors  to  his 
son,  and  by  the  most  respectful  means,  a  pe- 
tition of  right,  addressed  to  the  governor- 
.^rei^eral  on  this  subject ;  but  this  also  was 
xejected  in  a  most  har&h  and  cruel  manner. 
He  doubted  much  that  ever  the  noble  mar- 
quis would  have  succeeded  in  his  object, 
had  he  not  appointed  his  brother  to  be  re- 
sident at  Oude ;  which  appointm^it  by  the 
way,  was  illegal,  as  being  made  without 
the  advice  or  consent  of  the  council.  To 
do  away  the  levity  with  which  gentlemen 
were  too  apt  to  loojk  at  the  treatment  of 
this  sovereign,  he  here  read  copious  ex- 
tracts from  the  reports  of  the  negociators 
j^ent  to  Lucknow  by  marquis  Well^sley^ 
and  animadverted  with  gseat  severity  on 
the  absurd  assertion,  that  the  nabob,  de- 
ilpoiled  of  one  half  of  his  territory  and  re- 
venue, wa3  now  happier  and  richer  than  he 
was  before.  There  was  something  myste- 
rious and  concealed  tUQ  ixx  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  hon.  gent,  behind  him, 
(Mr*  H.  WelUsley)  an41us  brpth^.    Th^ 
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letters  were  marked  *  private ;'  there  were 
inclosures  that  were  never  seen,  and   it 
was  not  till  6p  days  after  the  changes 
had  taken  place,  that  91  detail  ot  t)iem  was 
made  known  to  the  government.     He  had 
also  to  remark  on  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
gent,  himself,  who  seemed  to  have  imbibed 
a  harshness  in  this  affair,  very  incongenial 
with  his  usual  meek  and  mild  temper^    It 
was  not  so  strange  that  the  noble  marquis, 
eiitied  with  his  successes,  and  governor- 
general  of  India,  should  treat  an  .indepen* 
dent  sovereign  with  haughtiness ;  but  he 
could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  hon.  gei^. 
(Mr.  H.  Weilesley)  expressing '  his  utmost 
mdignation  and  surprise' at  the  conduct 
qI  the  nabob,  for  a  circumstance  which  in 
his  view  was  calculated  to  excite  neither 
surprise  nor  indignation.     It  was  pitiable 
to  see  the  answer  retuj  nud  by  the  nabob 
to  the  letter  contaiiUng  this  expression,  sp 
huniiliatin^  not  only  to  him^iei^  but  to 
the  king  ot  G.  Britain,  the  parliament  and 
country,  whose  names  he  was  sorry  to  say. 
had  appeared  too  often  in  the  threats  pro- 
ductive of  these  submissions.    The  hon* 
member    recapitulated    shortly  his  pre- 
ceding arguments,  and  apologised  for  the 
time  he  had  ocqvy^ied  the  house^  but  it  was 
from  detail  alone  that  this  business  could 
be  understood.    The  pretence  for  march- 
ing troops  into  Oude  was  futile,  for  there 
was  not  the  slightest  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  Zemaun  Shaw,  although  hrom 
the  days  x)f  !Nadir  Shaw  it  had  been  the 
general  cry  in  Hindostan,  whenever  the 
weather,  fit  for  marching  troops,  set  in, 
'  the  Persian  conqueror  is  coming.'     In 
1796  they  had  penetrated  200  miles  into 
the  country  of  the  Seiks,  but .  even  then 
they  were  300  miles  fiom  the  frontier  of 
Oude,  and  the  Mahratta  states  lay  be- 
tween them.  All  circumstances.con tinning 
the  same,  would  it  be  argued,  that  the 
governor-generaj  was  entiSed  to  change 
a  system  which  was  approved  of  by  those 
who  appointed  him  ?     If  he  did  so,  it 
must  be  on  a  real,  and  not  an  imaginary 
necessity.    The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
bad  asked  how  we  could  have  carried  09 
the  Mahratta  wa^  ?     Would  to  God  we 
bad  never  bad  the  power  to  carry  it  on, 
Qr  any  other  so  destructive  to  our  mtevest 
An  India.    He  contended,  that  the  nabob 
was  independent,  and  as  to  the  a^'gument^ 
that  he  was  bound  in  gratitude  tp  the 
company,  it  appeared  to  him  the  same 
kind  of  gratitude  that  was  due  from  Prussia 
to  3uonap9^te,  .aft^r  J^  bad  takQii  a^  he 
ha4  my  AUfi  fyu  wi  kit  Xk^  ^vere^ 
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dependent  upon  him  for  what  he  allowed 
him  to  retain.    It  was  urged  that  the  na- 
bob was  only  independent  irom  having 
wrested  his  dominions  from  the  Mogul ; 
he  would  ask  whence  came  the  independ- 
ence of  the  East  India  company,  who  t^ere 
nothing  more  than  the  keepers  of  his  ex- 
chequer.    Bat,  it  was  needless  to  argue 
on  supposition,  since  he  had  it  from  the 
highest  legal  authority  in  this  kingdom, 
that  of  the  lord  chancellor,  who  had  de- 
cided that  the  nabob  of  Arcot  was  an  in- 
dependent sovereign,  at  a  time  when  he 
was  not  possessed  of  half  so  good  a  title 
to  it  as  the  nabob  of  Oude.     It  was  still 
a  more  whimsical  defence  to  adduce  the 
evidence  of  marquis  Cornwall  is,  who  had 
'said,that  such  a  system  destroyed  in  India 
the  opinion  of  the  justice,  moderation,  and 
good  faith  of  G.  Britain.     The  opinion  of 
lord  Teignmonth  was  also  pressed  as  un- 
warrantably into  this  defence;    for  the 
treaty  he  concluded  in  1798  was  an  exist- 
ing proof  of  the  direct  opposition  he  gave 
to  the  principle.    An  attempt  had  also 
been  made  from  the  12th  article  of  the 
treaty,  to  prove  that  the  company  had  a 
right  to  march  troops  into  Oude,  and  take 
security  tor  any  arrear  of  the  kists ;  but 
this,  he  shewed,  was  a  fallacy  in  ihe  pre- 
«ent  instance,  as  no  arrears  had  been  con- 
tracted, and  the  only  pretence  was  arrears 
due  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
— ^He  had  next  tQ  consider  a  little  the 
general  policy  of  this  system.     Why  were 
they  so  anxious  to  improve  the  disci- 
pline of  tile  troops  belonging  to  the  na- 
bob ?      These  troops  were  the  same   as 
all  the  troops  in  India,  and  such  as  enabled 
them  to  make  fheir  conquests,  and  the 
first  thing  they  would  have  done  would 
have  been  to  repel  the  treatment  they  had 
met  with.     The  hon.  gent,  here  digressed 
into  a  statement  of  the  customs  of  the  casts 
in  India,  their  importance,  and  the  gene- 
ral tendency  of  that  kind  of  association. 
He  |>ointed  out.  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  revenues,  by  appointing  lieutenants 
with  military  au&ority,  who  paid  stipulat- 
ed sums  for  their  several  provinces.    These 
found  it  most  to  their  interest  to  compro- 
mise with  the    zemindars,   because  the 
whole  time  for  'Collecting  the  revenue  was 
only  about  six  weeks  yfhea  the  crops  were 
taking  in ;  and  if  any  were  refractory,  the 
lieutenant  had  not  time  to  overpower  them 
from  their  forts,  and  enforce  obedience. 
Thus,  in  this  strange  way,  since  the  coun- 
try had'  been,  broken  into  smatter  states, 
independent  of  the  mogu)^  ^  evils  eouii- 
VoL.  X. 


teracted  and  corrected  each  other.    He 
then  turned  to  the  assertion  that  had  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  revenues  of  Oude 
in  particular,  and  shewed  from  a  long  cal- 
culation, that  this  country,  so  desolated 
and  disgraced,  produced  more  revenue  in 
proportion  than  Bengal,  which  was  reck- 
oned   the    most  productive  province  in 
the   possession   of   the  company — ^Oude 
yielding  5*7 1.   10«.  per  square  acre,  and 
Bengal  only  40/.  10».     The  new  system 
had  introduced  the  monopoly  of  salt,  but 
'from  the  difference  of  situation  between 
Oude  and  Bengal,  it  had  been  found  so 
destructive  and  ruinous,  that  it  was  obligi-' 
ed  almost  immediately  to  be  abandoned. 
The  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  so  strictly 
forbidden  by  the  Mahometan  law,   was 
also  introduced  and  legalized  in  Oude. 
He  would  ask,  if  any  advantage  had  been 
fotuid  to  arise  from  this  ? — Having  hither- 
to considered   the  question  witliout  any 
personal  application  to  th^  noble  marquis^ 
he  trusted  the  house  would  pardon  his  ^n* 
c  reaching  on  them  a  few  minutes  longer 
in  making  some  remarks  on  it  in  that 
point  of  view.     The  council  was  designed 
to  deliberate  with  the  governors-general 
on  any  plans  he  might  tbrm ;  that  by  a 
previous. discussion  in  detail,. tiie  nature  of 
the  intended  measure  might  be  ascertaia- 
ed ;  and  not  only  that,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  on  their  journals  a  suffici- 
ent account  of  transactions  to  be  trans- 
mitted for  the  information  of  the  goveni^ 
ment  at  home.     But  if,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  noble  marquis,  the  governor-general 
chose  to  pass  by  this  part  of  the  eonstitu-^ 
tion  of  India,  and  keep  his  plans  in  his 
pocket,  he  would  be  relievcKi  from  the 
most  important  check  up<to  his  conduct. 
He  got  rid  of  forms  which  were  thought 
necessary  in  the  case  of  a  cabinet  mini^ 
ster  at  home,  and  were  much  more  neces*- 
sary  at  the  distance  of  ten  thousand  miles, 
where  they  were  the  only  means  left  for 
controuling  the  exorbitant  power  of  the 
head  of  the  establishment.    The  negotia- 
tion was  not  recorded  till  long  af\er  it  was 
finished  ;  so  that  neither  the  comicil  nor 
the  company,  for  several  months,  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter.      As  for  the 
Thanks  voted  to  the  noble  mai^quis,  they 
proceeded  ft'om  ignorance,  for  it  was  ima'^ 
gined  thatthe  governor-general  was  doing 
nothing  more  than  securing  the  company^ 
revenues  in  Oude.    But,  his  measures  jdid 
not  add  eidier  to  their  security  or  their 
revenues.    The  Rohillas  were  in  the  sam« 
-state  as  ever^  ^and  in  1804«il  tbeir  xev&auB 
4  C 
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was  less  than  it  was  in  former  years,  be- 
cause their  charges,  which  always  grew 
in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  were  greater. 
The  revenue  was  I  crore,  43  lacks ;  the 
charges  48  lacks,  which,  with  20>  as  the 
expence  of  a  regiment  of  cayalry  and  two 
of  Sepoys,  and  left  76  lack,  the  same  time 
the  nabob  was  bound  to  pay  them,  bat  he 
had  ahY'ays  paid  more,  and  in  the  preced- 
ing year  paid  115  lack,  being  nearly  40 
more  than  w^  raised  by  the  new  system. 
In  detailing  the  various  measures  which 
he  thought  beneficial  to  India,  he  gave  bis 
warmest  praise  to  the  permanent  revenue 
mode,  aaopted    by  marquis  Cornwallis, 
which  would  in  time  very  much  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  natives.    The  system 
of  jurisprudence  he  considered  as  too  com- 
plicated to  have  any  good  effect.    As  ibr 
the  amelioration  of  Oude,  the  promise  of 
it  was  forgot  the  moment  they  got  posses- 
sion of  the  territory ;  not  a  single  attempt 
had  been  made  to  accomplish  it  in  the 
slightest  degree,  and  by  this  means  the 
British  name  and  troops  were  made  the 
instruments  of  oppression,  as  they  were 
employed  in  collecting  the  revenue  and 
other  unpopular  acts,  which  were  former- 
ly done  by  the  authority  of  the  vizier. 
They  had  added  to  the  evils  of  the  Indian 
government,  the   evib  of   an  European 
military  system — a    system   which    had 
been  tvied  at  Gurroclcpore,  and  had  laid 
waste  that  district.    Having  thus  taken  no- 
tice of  the  principal  objections  against  the 
noble  marquis's  government  that  occurred 
to  him,  be  had  only  to  add,  that  thinking 
*  his  motives  pure,  be  would  not  concur  in 
•pressing  this  charge  any  further  than  cen- 
sure.   An  impeachment  he  considered  as 
.improper ;  and  if  ill  his  power,  he  would 
rather  correct  the  Resolutions,  carrying 
•them  no  ^rther  than  the  opinion  of  mar- 
quis  Cornwallis, ^  that    the    system    was 
destftictiye  to  the  character  of  justice,  mo- 
deration, and  good  faith,  hitherto  main- 
tained by  the  British  in  India.     Whatever 
•difference  of  opinion  might  exist  between 
him  and  his  iriendsv  on  the  past,  he  was 
sure  they  had  only  <me  mind  as  to  the 
future.    They  had  nothing  to  say  against 
the  eulogies  bestowed  on  the  noble  mar- 
quis, for  his  conquests  and  victories,  they 
only  begged  to  have  no  more  victories  for 
the  future.    They  wished  it  to  be  sincere- 
ly said,  we  abjure  conquests  arkl  will  pur- 
sue victories  no,  k>nger.     The  hon.  mem- 
ber concluded,.  l3y  noticing  what  had  been 
said  OB  a  former  night.     Those,,  that  had 
compared  the  court  of  directors  to  twenty- 


four  printers,  ought  to  recollect  that  they 
were  the  men  who  put  a  stop  to  this  ruin- 
ous system,  and  sent  out  maiquia  Corn- 
wallis to  put  a  termination  to  it. 

Mr.  S,  jR.  Lushmgton  (Member  for  Rye) 
was  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulty  under 
which  he  rose  to  address  the  house  upon 
this  important  and  extensive  question.     If 
local  knowledge,  obtained  during  a  long 
residence  and  service  in  India,  should  lead 
him  into  much  detail,  he  should  incur  the 
hazard  of  wearying  the  patience  of  the 
house;    and  if  he  altogether  neglected 
that  detail,  he  might  sacrifice-  the  real 
merits  of  Ibe  case.     He  shovld  oideavom* 
in  deference  to  the  feelings  of  the  house, 
to  be  as  concise  as  possible,  at  the  same 
time  net  to  abandon  the  substantial  justice 
of  the  question.    Afler  all  the  declamation 
the  house  had  heard,  their  judgment  upon 
this  question  must  be  founded  upon  the 
treaty  made  with  the  nabob  of  Oude  by 
lord  Teignmouth  in  1798;  but  as  that 
treaty  confirmed  all  former  treaties,  not 
contrary  thereto,  it  was  necessary-  to  re- 
view the  principal  stipulations  of  those 
treaties,  and   the  practice  of  successive 
governors-general,  as  approved  by  lawful 
authorities  in  this  country.^ — ^The  first  trea- 
ty made  between  the  vizier  and  the  com- 
pany was  in  the  year  1765,  when,  after  an 
unjust  war  against  the  English,  his  domi^ 
nions  and  his  person  were  in  possession  of 
the  British  army.     In  such  a  situation,  it 
was  not  very  probable  that  lord  Clive 
should  treat  with  him  as  an  independent 
sovereign ;  in  fact,  he  prescribed  to  him 
such  terms  as  were,  at  that  time,  judged 
best  for  the  company's  interests;    and 
many  articles  of  that  treaty  bear  the  stamp 
of  his  subjection,  and  of  the  company's 
superior  power. — ^The  second  article  of  that 
treaty  expressed  that  the  comp^uay  should 
defend  the  province  ot  Oude,  according 
to  the  exigency  of  the  nabob'6  affairs,  and 
so  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  their 
own  security.    In  this  case,  of  the  English 
company's  forces  being  employed  in  his 
highness's  service,  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  of  the  same  was  to  be  defrayed 
by  him.    In  like  manner,  if  the  company 
should  be  attacked,  his  highness,  shall  assist 
them  with  a  part  or  the  whole  of  his 
forces ;  but  the  company  are  not  to  pay 
for  his  forces. — Here  th^  was  an  obvious 
distinction  in  the  relative  situation  of  the 
two  states : — The  company,  as  sovereigns, 
were  to  protect  the  dependent  state  of 
Oude,  anfi  they  are  to  be  paid  for  it.    The 
nabobs  as  a  protected  My,  shiould  d^^d 
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the  company's  '  territories  and  be  paid 
nothing  at  all. — Was  it  possible,  after 
«uch  a  clanse  as  this,  to  imagine  that 
the  nabob-rizier  treat^  with  the  com- ' 
pany  as  an  equal,  independent  power  ? — 
The  fourth  article  states,  '  The  king  Shah 
'  Anlnm  shall  remain  in  fiill  possession  of 
'  Corah,  and  such  part  of  the  province  of 
'  Allahabad  as  he  now  possesses,  which 
'  are  ceded  to  his  majesty  as  a  royal  de- 

*  mesne,  for  the  support  of  his  dignity  and 
^  expences.'  This  article  does  not  express 
by  whom  this  cession  is  made  ;  but  the 
treaty  with  the  nabob-vizier  in  1 773,  clears 
np  this  pcunt    It  states,  '  Whereas  in  the 

*  treaty  concluded  at  Allahabad  in  the 
'  year  1765  (Aug.  16)  between  the  com- 

*  pany  and  the  vizier,  it  is  expressed  that 

*  the  districts  of  Corah  and  Allahabad  were 

*  given  to  his  majesty  for  his  expences  ; 

*  and  whereas  his  majesty  hath  forfeited 

*  his  right  to  the  said  districts,  which  have 

*  reverted  to  the  company,  from  whom  he ; 
'  received  them/  This  was  an  express 
recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  com- 
pany by  the  vizier  himself:  and  those 
provinces,  which  the  vizier  acknowledged 
to  have  reverted  to  the  company  in  their 
capacity  of  sovereigns,  were  re-granted  out 
to  himself  under  certain  stipulated  con- 
ditions; namely,  '  He  shall  pay  to  the 
<  company  50,00,000  sicca  rupees/ — ^The 
next  treaty  was  one  upon  which  Mr.  Lush- 
ington  particularly  desired  to  fix  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house.  It  is  <iated  in  1768 ; 
and  the  object  of  it  was,  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  the  nabob's  troops,  of  every  de- 
scription, to  35,000  men.  This  was  done 
in  consequence  of  suspicions  entertained  of 
the  treachery  of  his  councils :  and  it  was 
particularly  to  be  remarked,  that  this 
number  of  troops  was  deemed  by  lord  Clive 
sofficient  for  the  defence  of  Oude  at  a  time 
when  the  company  had  no  troops  of  their 
oym  in  that  province. — ^Of  this  description 
were  the  treaties  with  the  nabob  of  Oude , 
down  to  the  year  1781  ;  and  correspondent 
with  these  treaties  was  the  practice  of  the 
British  governments-exercising  a  real 
(Dontroul  overiiis  highness,  protecting  his 
pountry  from  foreign  invasion,  receiving 
his  subsidy,  reducing  the  number  of  his 
military  when  any  suspicions  were  enter- 
tained of  his  fidehty,  and  in  defending  the 
jaghireders  of  the  empire  from  his  violence. 
Such  were  alone  the  acts  of  sovereignty 
exercised  by  the  Mogul  in  the  fulness  of 
his  power;*  to  these  the  company  suc- 
ceeded by  the  defeat  of  his  majesty,  and 
the  right  to  exercise  them  was  solemnly 


confinned  by  treaties  with  the  vizier. — 
The  letter  of  lord  Cornwallis,  dated    1 3th 
April,  1787,  was  the  next  document  for 
tfa^  consideration  of  the  house.     In  this 
letter,  which  afterwards  assumed  the  force 
of  a  settled  agreement,  lord  Cornwaltfe 
superseded  that  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1781,  which  the  vizier  had  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  British  troops 
from  Futty  Ghur,  because  those  forces 
were,  in  lord  Cornwa9ls's  judgment,  re- 
quisite for  the  defence  of  Oude.     On  this 
occasion  lord  Gomwallis  remarked,  *  Al- 
though there  is  no  prospect  of  any  attack 
on  your  excellency's  territory  at  present, 
its  security  must  ultimately  depend  upon 
the  strength  of  the  force  stationed  for  its 
protection.     I  doubt  not  your  excellency 
will  agree  to  the  additional  expence  of 
effective  troops,  where  the  object  is  the 
defence  of  the  country ;  for  this  reason  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  to  your  ex- 
cellency, to  discharge  so  much  of  your 
own  army  as  will  allow  for  the  additionai 
'  expence  attending  the  continuance  of 
'  those  effective  troops.     It  is  my  firm  in- 
'  tention,  not  to  embarrass  your  excellency 

*  with  further  expence  than  that  incurred 

*  by  the  company  from  their  connection 
'  with  your  excellency,  and  for  the  protec- 
'  lion  of  your  country ;  which,  oy  the  ac- 
<  counts,  I  find  amounts  to  50,00,000  an- 

*  nually.'  Thus,  lord  Cornwallis  super-, 
seded  an  article  of  a  former  treaty,  aug- 
menting the  British  force  in  Oude,  and 
requiring  the  vizier  to  discharge-so  much 
of  his  own  army  as  would  enable  him  to 
pay  the  expence  of  our  effective  troops. 
In  respect  to  the  details  of  his  highness's 
government,  lord  Cornwallis  remarked, 
'  As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  company,  and 
'  my  firm  resolution,  that  noninterference 
'  shall  take  place  in  the  details  of  the  af- 
'  fairs  of  your  excellency's  government, 
'  strict  orders  shall  be  sent  to  him  [the  re- 
'  sident],  that  he  shall  neither  interfere 
'  himself,  nor  suffer  interference,  by  pub- 
'  lie  or  private  claims,  or  exemptions  of 
'  duties,  or  in  any  other  mode,  from  any 

'  British  subject,  or  person  under  the  autho-  - 
'  rity  of  this  government ;  in  short,  leaving 
'  the  whole  management  of  your  country 
'  to  your  excellency  and  your  ministers 
'  I  will  put  a  stop  to  the  interference 

*  of  others :  and,  in  order  to  carry  this 
' '  effectually  into  execution,  I  propose  to 

'  your  excellency  not  to  suOer  any  Euro- 
'  pean  to  reside  in  your  dominions  with- 
'  out  my  written  permission.^ — Notwith- 
standing the  nature  of  the  interference 
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which  lord  Cornwallis  was  determintd  to 
prevent,  was  thus  specifically  expressed  to 
be  the  interference  of  Europeans  residbig 
in  Oude^  whether  with  or  without  autho- 
rityj  yet  it  had  been  contended  that  these 
expressions  were  sufficient  to  restrain  any 
future  governor-general  from  interposing 
the  power  of  the  company  for  the  security 
of  the  province,  by  augmenting  the  num* 
ber  of  the  British  troops,  and  by  insisting 
on  the  discharge  of  the  nabob  s  mutinous 
rabble.    The  conduct  of  lord  Cornwallis^ 
as  shewn  in  the  same  letter,  completely 
fttlsified  this  construction ;  for  the  house 
would  explicitly  understand  it  to  be  his 
firm  determination,  that,  '  the  cxpence 
'  incurred  by  the  company  from  their  con* 
'  nection  with  Oude,  and  for  the  protection 
'  of  the  country,'  should  be  defrayed  by 
the  nabob.    The  interference  he  depre- 
cated was,  that  of  lawless  Europeans,  who 
had,  for  their  corrupt  purposes,  been  too 
long  en^ged  in  pursuing  usurious  loans, 
in  insistmg  upon  exemptions  frpm  duties 
upon  their  merchandise,  and  in  oppressing 
the  inhabitants,  by  enforcing  the  payment 
of  balances,  on  the  equity  dl  which  such 
offenders  had  themselves  decided.^-*The 
result  of    lord  Cornwallis's  treaty    was, 
therefore,  in  practice  this : — ^That  he  aug- 
mented the  British  troops  as  he  thought 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  Oude, '  al- 

*  though  there  was  no  prospect  of  attack 
'  on  his  excellency's  territory  ;'  and  made 
the  vizier  pay  for  that  augmentation:  that 
he  called  upon  the  nabob  to  discharge  his 
useless  troops :  and,  thpugh  he  very  pro- 
perly interdicted  all  interference  in  the 
details  of  the  vizier's  government  by  Eu- 
ropeans resident  at  Oude,  he  not  only  did 
not  relinquish  any  of  the  sovereign  rights 
derived  from  his  predecessors,  and  con- 
firmed by  treaty,  but  even  extended  the 
ifiterposition  of  his  power  to  the  protection 
of  the  vizier's  minister,  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  his  master.  And  upon  Uiis 
marked  act  of  interference,  in  the  detail  of 
his  highness's  government,  the  court  of 
directors  expressed  their  decided  approba- 
hation.  As  demonstrative  of  the  nature  of 
lord  Comwallis's  interference,  and  of  the 
court's  approbation,  Mr.  Lushingtbn  here 
read  and,  referred  the  house  to-^Lord 
Cornwallis's  letter  to  the  vizier,  dated  12th 
Aug.  1793.  '  It  is  well  Jmown,  not  only 
« throughout  Hindostan,  but  to  all  Europe, 
'  that,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of 
'  peace  during  so  many  years,  the  revenues 

*  of  j^our  excellenc5r's  dominions  are  di- 
'  miuished  beyond  all  conjecture ;    thsA 


*  from  Rhohilcttiid,  which  paid  at  first  80 
'  lacks  of  rupees  a*y  ear,  and  afterwards  a 
'  crore«  forty  lacks  cannot  now  be  coUect- 
'  cd  ;  and  Uiat  four  lacks  only  are  receiv- 
'  ed  from  Goruckpore,  which  formerly 
'  yielded  twelve ;  and  that  other  metals 
'are  m  a  state  of  progressive  decline. 
« Does  not  this  consideration  alarm  your 
'  excellency  ?  Can  any  thing  but  ruin  re- 
'  suit  from  such  circumstances  ?  Are  not 
'  these  facts  a  decisive  proof  of  tyranny, 
'  extortion,  and  mismanagement,  in  the 
« aumils  ?  and  what  must  be  the  situation 
'  of  the  ryots  who  are  placed  under  such 
'  people  r  But  your  excellency  knows  that 
'  the  prayers  of  the  oppressed  are  attended 
'  to  by  the  Almighty,  and  often  call  down 
'  his  vengeance  upon  their  oppressors.  No 
'  truth  is  more  certain  than  that  justice  is 
'  the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  states ; 
'  and  when  the  rulers  are  negli^t  in 

<  punishing  those  who  oppress  their  sub- 
'jects,  they  become  partakers  of  their 
'  crimes,  and  may  be  deemed  the  subvert*' 
'  ers  of  their  own  prosperity.  History 
'  confirms  the  observation,  by  exhibiting 
'  innumerable  examples  of  monarchies 
'  overturned,  and  families  effiiced  from  the 

<  earth,  by  a  violation  of  justice  in  the  ao- 
'  vereign,  or  neglect  in  him  to  enforce  its 
'  laws.  I  have  been  informed,  and  your 
'  excellency  knows  how  far  it  is  true,  that 
'  for  many  years  past  no  aumil  in  your 

*  dominions  has  been  punished  for  mude- 
'  meanors ;  yet  the  decline  in  the  revenues 
'  could  not  have  taken  place  without  great 
'^mismanagement,  which  must  have  merit<- 
''ed  the  severest  punishment :  lenity  and 
'  good-nature  are  amiable  virtues ;  but  it 

<  IS  at  the  same  time  to  be  rememhered> 
'  that  lenity  towards  oppressots  is  injus- 
« tice  towardf.  the  oppressed — The  evils 
'  flowing  from  this  source  would  have 
'  been  less  felt,  if  in  proportion  as  the 
'  revenues  declined  a  diminution  of  edr 
'  pences  had. taken  place.  Bat  profusion, 
'  in  ftict,  was  the  cause  of  the  first  evil; 
'  and  the  continuance  of  it  increased  its 
'  magnitude,  without  ware,  without  any 
'  material  losses,  uncommi^n  accidoits,  or 
'  irregular  demands.  I  learn  fi-om  your 
'  ministers,  that  your  debts  exceed  a  crore 
'  and  a  half  Kji  rupees,  i  thank  Ood  that 
'  this  siecumulation  of  debt  cannot  be  m 
'  any  respect  attributed  tothe  interference 

<  of  the  Engli^.  hfi  the  detail  of  your  ex- 
'cellency's  afikirs,  in  which  for  these 
'  seven  years  they  have  had  no  concern, 

*  your  excellency  must,  I  am  afraid,  eaofess 
'  that  a  total  disregani  of  all  e«ow>my  oft 
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«  your  own  part  is  the  cause  of  those  in- 
'  oimbrances.    I  wish  I  could  as  certainly 

*  point  out  the  means  of  liquidating  them. 

*  But  it  requires  no  wisdom  to  foresee  the 
'  consequences  of  a  decreasing  income;  and 

*  increasing  pro&sion,  disorder,  discredit, 
'  and  distress. — I  am  obliged  to  repre- 
'  sent,  that  ali  the  oppressions  and  extor- 
'  tions,  committed  by  the  aumils  on  the 
'  peasantry,  take  their  source  in  the  con* 
'  nivance  and  irregularities  of  the  adminis- 
'  tration  at  Lucknow ;    and  though  the 

*  company's  subsidy  is  at  present  paid  up 
'  with  regularity,  I  cannot  risk  my  repu- 
'  tation  nor  neglect  my  duty  by  remain- 
'  ing  a  silent  spectator  of  evils  which  will 
«  in  the  end,  and  perhaps  that  end  is  not 

*  very  remote,  render  abortive  even  your 

*  excellency's  earnest  desire  that  the  sub- 
'  sidy  should  be  punctually  paid.  As  the 
'  company  have  expressed  their  approba- 

*  tion  of  the  choice  which  you  have  made  of 
'  Hussein  Reza  Cawn  and  Itajah  Tlket  Rai 
'  to  be  ministers,  I  shall  naturally  con- 
'  sider  the  political  measures  of  your  go- 
'  vemment  to  be  dependent  on  them,  as 
'  well  as  the  domestic.  And,  convinced  of 
'  the  necessity  that  they  should  be  sup- 
'  ported  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  I 
'  have  given  and  ever  will  give  them  that 

*  countenance  which  the  connection  be- 
'  tween  our  governments  enables  me  to  do. 
« I  feel  this  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  me, 
'  for  the  credit  of  the  company,  as  well  as 

*  your  reputation ;   since  the  connection 

*  between  us,  the  employment  of  the  com- 

*  pany's  troops  in  your  dominions,  and  the 

*  effect  reciprocally  felt  of  a  good  or  a  bad 

*  government  in  our  respective  territories, 
'  equally  afiect  both  in  the  eyes  of  all  Hin- 
'  dostan.'*— What  did  the  court  of  -direc- 
tors say  upon  this  letter  of  lord  Corn-. 
waUis? — ^'Toaiibrd  every  possible  coun- 
'  teaance  and  protection  to  the  minister, 

*  even  in  his  opposition  to  this  will  of  his 
'  master,  in  his  exertions  to  remedy  the 
'  abuses  complained  of,  is  a  line  of  mter- 
'  ference  which  the  situation  of  affairs,  and 

*  the  disinclination  of  the  vizier  to  enter 
'upon  any  efilctual  reform,  folly  war- 
'  ranted.'— The  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  house  smiled  at  this  de- 
«cripti(ni  of  the  miseries  of  a  mussulman 
government  {  Did  they  think  Uiat  this  lan- 
guage was  hot  applicable  to  the  misrule  and 
anarchy  of  the  vizier's  territories,?  or  did 
they  believe  that  lord  Cornwall  is  exagger- 
ated the  calamities  which  distracted  that 
country  I  Mr.  Lushington,  considered  this  j 
description  to  be  perfectly  true — to  be  ex-  { 


pressed  in  the  voice  of  wisdom  and  just  au* 
thority,  in  the  vigour  of  lord  Corawallis's 
understanding,  and  in  the  unbroken  firm* 
ness  of  his  mind.  It  is  upon  these  and  the 
other  records  of  that  great  and  good  man's 
former  long  and  prosperous  administrtition 
in  India,  with  many  of  which  Mr.  L.  was  in- 
timately acquainted,  that  every  true  fnend 
of  his  memory  must  desire  to  rest  the  glory 
and  humanity  of  his  name ;  not  upon  tlie 
few  and  feaihftti  dispatcbes,  written  in  the 
last  imperfect  days  of  Us  existence,  when 
his  noble  spirit  was  fast  sinking  beneath 
the  infirmities  of  nature. — The  treaty  of 
sir  John  Shore,  now  lonl  Teignmouth,  re*' 
mained  to  be  considered,  and  any  gent, 
who  had  read  his  Idp.'s  minute  upon  this 
subject,  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  that 
lord  Teignmouth  knew  the  sovereign  power 
over  Oude  was  vested  in  the  company. 
His  loi-dship  had  stated,  that  he  acted  upon 
this  conviction  when  he  deposed  vizier 
Ally  from  the  musnud  and  placed  Saadot 
Ally  in  that  situation;  'and  certainly  this 
interposition  was  one  of  those  extreme  acts 
of  sovereign  power,  which  nothing  but  the 
undoubt^  possession  of  that -power,  and 
an  irresistible  necessity  for  using  it,  could 
justify. — Under  this  correct  impression  of 
his  power,  and  of  his  duty  as  governors- 
general,  sir  John  Shore  deposed  vizier 
Ally,  and  placed  Saadut  Ally  on  the  mus- 
nud. Thetreaty  formed  on  that  occasion, 
bound  the  company  to  defend  the  domi- 
nions of  Oude  against  all  enemies ;  and  to 
enable  them  to  perform  this  engage- 
ment in  a  better  manner,  the  former  sub- 
sidy, of  56,77,638,   was    augmented  to 

76,00,000 ^The  first  part  of  this  treaty, 

which  Mr.  Lushington  would  particularly 
notice,  viras  the  last;  because  the  noble  lord 
who  had  brought  forward  these  accusa- 
tions, had  put  a  construction  on  it  which, 
in  Mr.  L.'s  judgment,  was  not  its  correct 
meaning.  The  words  to  which  he  alluded 
vtrere  these :  '  The  said  nabob  shall  possess 
'  full  authority  over  his  household  af&irs> 
'  hereditary  dominions,  his  troops,  and 
'  his  subjects.'  These  words,  considered 
apart  fr6m  the  rest  of  thetreaty,  would  re- 
lease the  nabob  from  all  connection  with 
the  company.  .  If  the  nabob  were-  really 
to  possess  full  authority  over  his  heredi- 
tary dominions,  what  became  of  the  se^ 
Gond  article  of  this  treaty,  in  which  his 
highness  commits  '  the  defence  of  his  domi* 
'nions,  against  att  his  enemies,'  to  the 
company  ?  If  it  were  to  possess  foil  authori- 
ty over  his  troops,  as  diey  then  were  in 
number,  what  force  would  then  remain  to 
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the  tirelfUi  article  of  the  treaty>  in  which 
the  nabob  engages  to  consult  with  the 
company's  govemmenty  and  in  concert 
with  them  devise  the  proper  objects  of  re* 
daction  in  his  establishments  ?  If  he  were 
to  possess  full  authority  over  his  subjects, 
he  might  employ  them  as  diploihatic 
appents  to  any  foreign  power  or  state^  in 
Tioiaticm  of  the  thirteenth  clause  of  this 
treaty,  where  the  '  nabob  engages  not  to 
<  carry  on  such  correspondence,  without 
'  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  the 
*  company/— Mr.  L.  would  not  go  more 
fully  mto  the  other  clauses  of  the  treaty, 
for  he  had  said  enough  to  convince  the  house 
that  this  treaty  must  be  construed  by  that 
rule  of  law  and  reason  which  taught  them, 
in  the  inteipretation  of  all  public  cove* 
nants,  to  consider  the  whole  of  the  stipu- 
lations connected  together ;  not  to  regard 
only  some  general  expressions,  that  mili- 
tate, under  the  construction  put  upon  them, 
against  the  specific  and  most  important 
articfes  of  the  covenant.  For  these  ob- 
vious reasons,  Mr.  L.  thought  the  house 
would  agree  with  him,  that  the  nabob  was 
to  possess  full  authority  over  his  house- 
hold afiairs,  hereditary  dominions,  troops, 
and  subjects,  as  far  as  might  be  consist- 
ent with  the  specific  clauses  of  that  treaty. 
— Of  those  clauses,  the  twelfUi  was  that 
\ipon  which  lord  Wellesley  was  first  called 
upon  to  take  any  particular  measures.  His 
lordship  knew,  from  all  the  communica* 
tions,  and  directions  received  from  the 
court  of  directors,  that  the  reduction  of  the 
large,  useless,  and  expensive  military 
establishment,  within  the  Oude  dominions, 
was  one  of  their  most  earnest  desires ;  and 
as  the  vizier  was  bound  by  treaty  to  con- 
cert with  the  company's  government  the 
proper  objects  of  these  reductions,  lord 
Wellesley  required  the  vizier  to  carry  this 
intention  into  effect.  During  a  period  of 
war  and  menaced  invasion,  when  reduction 
was  impracticable,  the  nabob  had  profes- 
sed a  desire  that  the  reform  might  be 
made ;  but  when  a  season  of  peace  pre- 
sented a  fit  occasion,  fiair  from  co-opera- 
ting in  this  reform,  he  opposed  the  deepest 
artifices  and  most  obstinate  delays,  un^il 
the  season  of  produce  and  collection  having 
arrived,  the  difficulties  of  this  reform  were 
greatly  aggravated.  To  fulfil,  this  indis- 
pensible  measure,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  protect  the  dominions  of  Oude  from 
foreign  invasion,  lord  Wellesley  introduced 
an  additional  number  of  the  company's 
troops  into  the  province ;  and  after  a  lonff 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  nabob,  and 


firequent  mutinies  amongst  his  troops,  they 
were  reduced,  firom  the  number  of  65,000 
men,  to  about  45,000  men.    Afber  a  deli- 
berate examination  of  the  treaty,  and  of 
the  papers  upon  this  subject,  the  convic- 
tion of  Mr.  Loshington's  mind  was  this,  that 
lord  Wellesley,  in  the   reduction  of  the 
troops,  did  too  little,  and  not  too  much. 
For  the  foundation  of  this  impression  he 
referred  to  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty, 
to  the  explanation  given  of  it  by  lord 
Teignmottth  and  the  nabob  himself,  from 
which  it  was  clear,  that  the  nabob's  troops 
were-to-be  reduced  to  35,000  men  at  least, 
or  still  lower  if  necessary,  to  secure  the 
payments  under  the  treaty.    Mc  Lushing- 
ton  here  read  to  the  house  the  article  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  explanations  of  lord 
Teignmoutlv  and  the  vizier,  to  which  he 
alluded.—*'  Whereas,  by  the  engagement 
'now  entered   into  between  the  nabob- 
'  vizier,  and  the  company,  the  amount  of 
'  the   subsidy  is  considerably  increased, 
'  and  many  other  permanent  charges. upon 
'  his  excellency  are  incurred ;  on  a  com- 
'  parison  of  his  disbursements  with  the 
'  assets  of  his  country,  it  becomes  ne- 
'  cessary  to  make  such  reduction  in  the 
'  supernuous   charges    of  the    establish- 
'  ments  of  the   public  servants,   &c.   as 
'  may.be  requisite,  and  are  consistent  with 
'  his  excellency's  dignity  and  convenience. 
'  To  that  end,  the  said  nabob  agrees  to 
'  consult  with  the  company's  government, 
f  and,  in  concert  with  them,  devise  the 
'  proper  objects  of  such  reductions,  and 
*  the  best  means  of  eflfecting  them.'     Lord 
Teignmouth's  evidence :    '  I  think  there 
'  was  a  proposition  made  for  the  specific 
'  purpose  of  reducing  the  nabob's  mili- 
'  taryt    The  nabob  was  afraid  that  a  spe- 
'  cific  proposition  of  that  kind  might  ex- 
'  cite  alarm  ;  and  on  some  discussion  with 
'  the  former    minister,  Tofassul    Hassan 
'  Khan,  I  think  that  article  (the  twelfth) 
'was  substituted  for  the  plain  article,  sti- 
'  pulating  a  reduction  of  the  troops,  and 
f  that  it  was  perfectly  understood  the  com* 
'  p^ny  should  interfere,  for  the  purposes 
'  expressed  in  this  articlersO  far  as  might 
'  be  necessary  for  securing  the  payment 
'  under  the  treaty.' — From  the  nabob - 
vizier,  19th  Feb.* 'l 800.     'Your  lordship 
'  is  in  every  respect  desirous,    that  the 
'  dignity,  respectability,  and  outward  state, 
'  of  this  government  should  be  maintain- 
'  ed.     For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary, 
'  that  a  suitable  body  ^f  troops  be  main- 
'  tained  after  my  own  manner.  According- 
'  ly,  in  the  first  draft  of  the  treaty,  sir  JoIjh 
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'  Shore,  bart.  proposed  thirty-five  thou- 

•  sand  men,  cavalry  and  infantry.' — Hav- 
ing thus  established  the  right  and  duty  of 
the  governor-general  to  compel  this  reduc- 
tion of  the  military,  Mr.  Lushington  would 
not  long  detain  the  house  upon  the  policy 
of  that  reduction.  The  noble  lord,  who 
had  brought  forward  these  charges,  had 
himself  affirmed,  that '  the  nabob  s  forces 
were  composed  of  disorderly  and  irregu- 

*  lar  troops,  unaccustomed  to  the  rules  of 
'  good  discipline,  and  dbaftec^ed  to  his 
'  person.'    This  admission  precludes  the 
necessity  of  referring  to  the  body  of  evi- 
dence, upon  this  subject,  before  the  house, 
attesting  that  these  troops  were  both  use- 
less and  dangerous.      It  needed,  neither 
argument  nor  language,  to  impress  upon 
the  house  the  extent  of  this  dagger ;  for 
it  was  self-evident,  that  one  of  the  most 
formidable  perils  to  which  any  state  can 
be  exposed  is,  the  disorder  and  disaffec- 
tion of  its  military  power.    And,  here, 
Mr.  L.  reminded  the  house  of  the  experi- 
ence which  the  British  government:  had 
acquired  of  the  services  of  similar  troops, 
in  their  early  wars  against  the  French,  in 
the  Camatic.     He  had  the  authority  of 
that  accurate  and  elegant  historian,  Orme, 
for  declaring,  that  they  were  an  obstruc- 
tion, rather  than  an  auxiliary,  to  that  suc- 
cess, which  after  an  arduous  struggle  of 
fifteen  years,  finally  crowned  the  British 
arms.       Without    trespassing    upon    the 
time  of  the  house,  by  referring  to  particu- 
lar instances  of  their  misconduct,  it  should 
never  be  forgotten,  that  at  a  moment  of 
the  utmost  emergeftoe  in  the  company's 
af&irs,  when  Trichinopoly  was    closely 
besieged    by  an  immense    confederated 
force,  the  troops  of  Mahomed  Ally  closed 
their  career  of  service  by  going  over  to 
the  enemy  in  mid -day,  having  previously 
stip^|ated  with  captain  Cope,  the  com- 
mandant of  Trichinopoly,  that  he  would 
not  fire  upon  them  as  they  marched  ofi'. 
To  this  he  readily  consented,  being  hearti- 
ly rejoiced  to  get  rid  of  so  dangerous  an 
incumbrance. — Such   were    the    services 
which  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  military  of  Oude,  had  Zemaun  Shah 
invaded  the  province,  or  had  the  French- 
Mahratta  forces  been  let  loose  upon  the 
country.    Their  reduction  was  demanded, 
not  less  by  policy  than  by  treaty,  and  the 
vizier  was  bound,  by  the  seventh  clause, 
to  pay  the  expence  of  the   company's 
troops  mtroduced  into  his  country.     IBut 
he  failed  to  make  good  this  payment; 
there  occurred  an  arrear  of  twenty-two 


lacks,  and  lord  Wellesley  put  into  execu- 
tion the  following  article  of  the  treaty : — 
'  If,  contrary  to  the  sincere  intentions  and 
'  exertions  of  the  said  nabob,  the  pay- 
'  ment  of  the  kists  should  fall  into  arrear, 
'  the  said  nabob  Saadut  Ally  Khan  en- 
'  gages  and  promises  that  he  will  then  give 
'  such  seciu-ity  to  the  company  for  the 
'  discharge  of  the  existing  arrears,  and 
'  the  future  regular  payment  of  the  kists, 
'  as  shall  be  deemed  satisfactory.'    The 
only  security,  which   could  be   deemed 
satisfactory  in  a  case  of  this  description, 
was  that  which  lord  Cornwallis  had  sug- 
gested, and  the  court  of  directors  had  re- 
peatedly approved,  a  territorial  cession. 
Lord  Wellesley  demanded  this  security ; 
and,  after  a  long  struggle  by  the  vizier  to 
avoid  it,  he  at  length  ceded  to  the  com- 
pany a  territory  producing  a  gross  revenue 
of  1,35,00,000,  in  payment  of  a  net  subsidy 
of  76,00,000.      To  persons  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  enormous  civil  and 
military  expenditure,  in  collecting  the  re-    ' 
venues  under  a  Mussulman  government, 
this  amount  of  cession,  in  gross  revenue, 
might  appear  exorbitant.     It  happened 
however,  that  a  statement  upon  the  table 
of  this  house  casts  considerable  light  upon 
this  question. — From  the  statement,  com- 
piled by  Mr.  G.  Johnstone,  and  entered  at . 
the  end  of  the  minutes  of  evidence  on 
the  Oude  charge,  it  appears  that  the  gross 
revenues  of  Oude  amounted  to  2,21,70,000. 
From  this  gross  revenue  the  vizier  receiv- 
ed  into  his   treasury  at  Lucknovv  only 
96,05,000.     Afler  discharging  the  com- 
pany's subsidy  of  76,00,000,  there   re- 
mained a  balance  from  the  whole  of  his 
dominions  of  20,05,000 :  out  of  which  he 
had  to  pay  great  part  of  his  Oude  civil 
establishment,  a  large  portion  of  the  Hag- 
goory  troops,  repairs  of  fof ts,  military 
stores,  public  buildings,  besides  contin- 
gent balances  arising  from  talamities  of 
season,  or  extraordinary  disorders  in  the 
country.     Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt,  that  these 
several  items  would   completely  absorb 
this  balance,  and  leave  the  nabob  without 
the  means  of  defraying  any  additional 
force',  even  from  the  revenues  of  all  his 
dominions. — ^By  the  cession  of  one  half 
of  his  territories,  in  lieu  of  every  possible 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  company,  he  re- 
tained the  other  half  free  fi-om  all  incum- 
brance, and  was  therefore,  pecuniarily  in 
a  better  situation  than  he  was  before  he 
made  this  cession.     In  confirmation  of  this 
reasoning,  Mr,  Lushington  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  evidence  of 
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the  yisier's  own  officer,  major  Ouseley, 
who  had  declared,  in  the  presence  of  par- 
liament, that  *  the  nabob  \%  now  happy 
'  and  contented,  eased  of  a  burthen  of  a 
'  part  of  the  country  continually  open  to 

*  the  Seiks  and  Mahrattas ;  his  splendor, 
'  furniture,  and  houses,  in  a  state  infinitely 

*  more  magnificent  then  they  were  before ; 
'  ibr  he  has  more  opportunity  of  knowing 
'what  fiinds    he  can   bestow  on    these 

*  things/  Such  was  the  description  given 
by  major  Ouseley  of  the  nabob's  actual 
condition:  and  toe  house  would  readily 
perceive  that  it  was  very  different  from 
that  of  a  victim  weighed  down  by  op- 
pression. Indeed,  the  conduct  of  the 
vizier,  since  that  cession,  had  manifested 
an  increased  confidence,  rather  than  any 
sense  of  injury  or  distrust  of  our  govern- 
ment.— ^Mr.  Ldshington  then  proceeded  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  the  speech  of 
an  honourable  member  below  him  (Mr. 
Johnstone)  who  dad  asserted,  that  all  the 
concurring  evidence  before  the  house, 
confirming  the  disorder  and  decay  of  the 
revenues  of  Oude,  is  not  founded  in  truth ; 
and  that  those  revenues  are  in  a  state  of 
greater  prosperity  than  the  revenues  of 
Bengal,  or  even  of  the  company's  most 
fertile  district  Benares.  In  illustration 
of  this  assertion,  the  hon.  member  had 
read  a  statement,  carefully  prepared, 
of  the  number  of  square  miles  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Oude,  of  Bengal,  and  Benares, 
and  comparing  the  revenues  of  these  se- 
veral districts  with  the  number  oC  miles, 
he  discovered  that,  for  every  square  mile 
in  Bengal,  that  there  is  a  revenue  of  32/. : 
do.  Benares,  40/.  \0s. :  do.  Oude,  51/.  10». : 
that  it  was  therefore  quite  clear  that  Oude 
is  in  a  more  flourishing  state  than  Bengal 
or  Benares.  Mr.  Lushington  was  perfect- 
ly astonished  at  this  statement.  Did  not 
the  honourable  metuber  know,  that  culti- 
vation and  population  were  the  sources  of 
revenue,  and  not  the  number  of  barren 
square  miles  ?  Great  port  of  Bengal  was 
occupied  by  forests  and  jungles.  It  might 
with  as  much  reason  be  contended,  that 
iAmetica,  having  more  square  miles  than 
Croat  Britain,  ought  to  produce  more  re- 
venue. If  this  be  the  sort  of  knowledge 
which  the  honourable  member  possessed 
ef  India,  Mr.  Lushington  was  happy  that 
fail  in£[)rmation  eff  its  revenues  was  of  a 
ffery  different  nature.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, trespass  upon,  the  patience  of  this 
iMuse,  byenlarging  moref  upon  this  calcu- 
lation.—^The  same  hon.  member  (Mr.  John- 
ttose),  who  resided  for  scmie  time  in  India, 


had  also  stated,  that  the  fear  of  invasion 
from  Zemaun  Shah  was  an  annual  alarm  ; 
and  that,  after  a  particular  season  of  the 
year,  it  passed  away,  and  was  no  more 
heard  of.  It  might  be  very  weirfor  that 
honourable  member  sitting  in  security  in 
this  house,  to  treat  this  danger  with  deri- 
sion ;  but  Mr.  L.  was  not  satisfied  to  form 
his  judgment  of  this  peril  upon  the  present 
indifference  of  the  hon.  member's  feel- 
ings. He  chose  rather  to  refer  to  the  opi- 
nion of  sir  James  Craig,  who  commanaed 
\ipon  the  filmier. on  that  occasion:  and 
who,  that  is  acquainted  with  the  fortitude 
of  that  officer's  mind,  could  believe  him 
moreiikely  to  be  influenced  by  a  ground- 
less apprehension  than  the  honourable 
member,  Mr.  Johnstcme  }  That  gallant 
officer  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  at  that  dan- 
gerous moment,  that  an  army  of  20,000 
men  was  necessary  to  repel  what  the  hon. 
member  was  pleased  to  call  an  idle  alarm : 
and,  far  from  thinking  Zemaun  Shah  was 
not  likely  to  complete  his  expedition,  he 
apprehended  his  army  might  reach  the 
mmtier  before  he  was  in  condition  to  re- 
ceive him ;  he  feared  that,  by  the  celerity 
of  his  march,  Zemaun  Shah  might  antici- 
pate our  preparations. — Mr.  Lushington 
iiere  read  sir  James  Craig's  letters  upon 
this  subject ;  and  he  begged  particular 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  first  sentence, 
because  it  was  too  descriptive  of  the  pre- 
sent disgraceful  condition  of  this  country. 
— ^Extract  of  a  letter  from  snr  James  Craig, 
K.  B.  to  the  governor-general,  marquis 
Wellesley,  dated  13th  Oct.  1798.    '  They 

*  are    quarrelling   adiong    themselves    at. 

*  Delhi,  without  seeming  mui5h  to  think  of 

*  tlw  danger  with  which  they  are  threat- 

*  ened.'  The  Attock  is  but  about  400  coss 
'  fi^om  Delhi ;  a  space  that  may,  with  the 
'utmost  ease,  be  marched  in  six  weeks, 

*  and  that  without  adverting  at  all  to  the 
»  celerity  witii  which  the  Sha3i''s  army  is 
'  reported  to  mOve.     If  (and  it  is  no  very 

*  imprdbable  supposition],  tlespising   the 

*  Seiks,  whose  belmviour,  in  1796,  -was  no- 

*  wise  such  as  to  giv»e  him  cause  to  IkiM 
'  them  m  high  estimation,  the  Shah  should 
«  adopt  a  boW  step,  imd,  leaving  a  corps 

*  of  troops  to  keep  thom  in  awe,'  Be  should 
^  move  on  with  rapidity,  in  the  view  of" 
'  -anticipating  the  Mahrattas  at  Delhi,  h^ 

*  may  be  there  in  a  time  Uiat  I  almost 

*  tremble  to  think  of.    It  is  not  utterly 

*  impossible,  my  lord,  tfhat  he  might  mnti- 
'  cipate  ^ur  preparations. — I  know  not 

*  what  to  say  with  respect  to  the  ns^ob'4 
'  troops :   I  would  be  content  that  they 
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'  should  be  oseless,  but  I  dread  their  being' 
'  dangerous.  Unless  some  step  is  taken 
«  with  regard  to  them,  I  should  be  almost 
'  as  unwilling  to  leave  them  behind  me,  as 
'  I  should  be  to  leave  a  fortress  of  the 
'  enemy.  The  nabob  is  highly  unpopular, 
'  and,  of  all  his  subjects,  I  believe  he 
'  would  least  expect  attachment  from  his 

*  army.' — 31st  Oct. —  '  With  respect  to 
'  his  troops,  he  (the  nabob)  at  once,  and 
'  i*epeatedly,  declared,  that  we  must  not 
'  think  of  deriving  the  smallest  assistance 
'  from  them; — that  his  army  could  not  be 
«  depended  on  for  any  of  their  services. 

*  I  ventured  to  ask,  why  he  did  not  dis- 

*  band  them ;  to  which  he  made  no  an- 

*  swer.  The  nabob  seemed  to  be  under 
'  considerable  apprehensions  with  respect 
'  to  the  Rohillahs,  who,  he  repeatedly 
«  said,  he  had  no  doubt  would  take  up 
«  arms  the  moment  they  could  think  them- 
'  selves  sure  of  support,  by  the  Shah's  ap- 

*  proach.  If  it  would  be  possible  to  en- 
'  sure  the  Rohillahs'  crossing  the  river, 
'  and  joining  the  Shah,  much  as  the  cir- 
'  cumstance  would  weigh  in  the  addition 
«  of  strength  that  it  would  give  him,  the 
'  mischief  would  nevertheless  be  trifling, 

*  compared  to  that  which  they  may  cause 

*  by  assembling  in  our  rear,  and  ravaging 
'  these  provinces.'  Such,  sir,  was  sir 
James  .Craig's  opinion^  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's annual  alarm:  and  who,  that  had 
ever  read  or  heard  of  the  murdering  car- 
nage which  attended  the  formed  incursions 
into  Hindostan,  but  must  turn  with  horror 
from  the  recollection.  Were  the  Afghans 
of  the  present  day^ess  ferocious,  or  less 
accustomed  to  the  work  of  blood,  than  the 
Persians  were  at  the  periods  alluded  to  ? 
or,  was  the  brother  who  succeeded  Zemaun 
Shah  likely  to  be  more  merciful  than  his 
predecessor  ?  .  The  passions  of  human 
nature  were  the  same  in  all  ages;  and 
when  the  government  over  them  w«is  pre- 
cisely of  the  same  description,  they  would 
be  demonstrated  by  similar  actions  under 
similar  temptations.  And  here,  a  passage 
from  history,  describing  the  effects  of 
such  barbarous  invasions,  occurs  to  his 
memory.  *  Wherever  the  invaders  march- 

*  ed»  tlteir  route  was  marked  with  blood. 

*  They  ravaged  or  destroyed  all  around 
^them ;  they  made  no  distinction  between 
'  what  was  sacred  and  what  was  profane ; 
'  they  respected  no  age,  or  sex,  or  rank : 
'.the  more  fertile  and  populous  provinces 

*  were  converted  into  deserts,  in  which 
<  were  scattered  the  -ruiiis  of  villages  and 
« cities,  that  afforded  shelter  to  a  few  niise- 

VoL.  X* 


'  rable  inhabitants,  whom  chance  had  pre- 
'  served,  or  the  sword  of  the  enemy, 
'  wearied  with  destroying,  had  spared.' — 
What,  sir,  were  the  temptations  which  the 
state  of  Oude  held  out  to  Zemaun  Shah  at 
this  period?  The. house  had  the  autho- 
rity of  the  nabob  himself  for  saying,  that 
'the  organisation  of  the  circar  (state), 
'which  had,  for  a  long  >  period  jof  time, 
'  been  very  loose  and  confused,  was  in  the 
'  last  degree  ineffective  and  irregular :' 
that  ''the  approaching  failure  of  the  re- 
'  sources  ^vas  to  be  ascribed  to  the  preca- 
'  rious  realisation  of  the  revenues,  and  to 
<  the  declining  assets  of  the  country:'  and 
that '  for  24  years  past,  the  administration 
'  of  afiairs  in  this  country  has  been  in  a 
'  state  of  disorder.' — ^Did  this  state  of  Oude 
ofler  no  temptation  to  the  Afghans  in  their 
threatened  expedition  ? — ^The  hon.  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Johnstone)  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion  to  this  house,  that  the  number  of 
40,000  Mahratta  troops,  commanded  by  a 
French  officer  (Perron),  and  having  nearly 
300  officers  under  his  command,  might  as 
well  have  been  called  an  English  as  a 
French  force.  Mr.  Lushington  had  never 
heard  a  more  absurd  proposition.  Had 
that  hon.  member,  then,  yet  to  learn  the 
disposition  of  a  Frenchman's  mind  }  Bid 
he  not  know  that,  in  every  clime  and 
country,  he  was  bent  upon  the  destruction 
of  our  power  and  interests ;  and  that,  such 
was  the  malignity  of  his  hatred,  he  would 
bury  even  this  happy  land  itself  beneath 
that  wave  where  he  now  flees  from  our 
cannon — It  had  been  asserted  in  a  former 
night's  debate  (by  an  hon.  director,  Mr. 
Grant),  that  the  foreign  and  internal  policy 
of  lord  Wellesley  had  been  equally  erro- 
neous; that  it  had  destroyed  the  confi- 
dence of  surrounding  states,  alienated  the 
affections  of  our  native  subjects,  and  placed 
our  power  in  greater  danger  than  at  the 
time  of  lord  Wellesley's  arrival  in  India. 
In  replying  to  these  extraordinary  asser- 
tions, Mr.  L.  wished  to  ask,  at  what  period 
we  had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  surround- 
ing states  ?  Did  we  ever  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  Tippoo,  or  his  faither  Hyder 
Ally  ?  Had  the  Mahrattas  ever  reposed 
in  security,  that  we  regarded  only  our 
commercial  pursuits  ?  Did  Nizam  ud 
Dowlah,  at  any  period,  teel  disposed  to 
trust  to  us  ?  Was  there  any  thing  in  the 
nature  of  our  possession  in  India  calculated 
to  conciliate  the  confidence  of  surrounding 
states  ?  Was  not  the  whole  derived  from 
conquest ;  and  was  it  not  clear,  that  when- 
ever our  energy  should  relax>  or  the  union 
4D 
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of  our  power  be  disturbed, '  Nature*  risins 
'  up>  will  claim  her  original  rights,  and 
*  destroy  an  unjust  usurpation  V — ^As  the 
best  reply  that  Mr.  Lushington  could 
make  to  the  unfounded  statement  of  the 
hon.  director*  he  would  here  briefly  ex- 
plain to  the  house  what  had  been  the  policy 
of  marquis  Wellesl^  ;  he  should  speak  on 
this  subject  with  a  confidence  inspired  by 
local  knowledge  of  India,  and  a  particular 
acquaintance  with  his  lordship's  principles 
and  intentions  upon  his  arrival  in  that 
country,  having  held  the  situation  of  pri- 
vate secretary  to  the  goveiiior  of  Fort  St 
George  at  that  period.  No  man  in  that 
house^  whatever  might  be  his  humanity, 
could  more  anxiously  deprecate  the  neces- 
.sity  of  calling  the  army  into  the  field,  than 
lord  Wellesley  did.  The  humane  feelings 
of  his  mind  would,  at  all  times,  lead  him 
to  resort  to  this  extremity  with  the  most 
bitter  anguish  ;  but  at  this  period  it  was 
particulai'ly  to  be  dreaded,  in  consequence 
of  the  embarrassed  state  of  our  finances. 
He  had,  however,  no  choice  : — his  lord- 
ship saw,  with  a  prophet's  eye,  the  furies 
of  war  brooding  upon  the  mountains  of  the 
Balagaut,  pregnant  with  destruction  to 
our  power,  and  with  misery  to  the  unof- 
fending people  of  the  Camatic.  To  guard 
against  this  calamity,  there  was  a  fancied 
balance  of  the  powers  of  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
of  the  Nizam,  th^  Mahrattas,  ^nd  the  Com- 
pany :  but  there  was  this  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance in  this  balanced  power,  that  we 
were  always  sure  to  have  the  most  power- 
ful memberof  it  against  us. — ^This  balance 
of  power  ¥ras  established  by  lord  Corn- 
wallis ;  but  there  was  established,  at  the 
same  tiiiie,  the  inevitable  causes  of  its 
destruction.  In  wresting  from  Tippoo, 
in  the  year  1792,  one-half  of  his  domi- 
nions, we  secured  the  implacable  hatred 
of*  that  prince,  and  every  effort  of  his 
power  and  malignity  to  combine  for  our 
destruction.  In  favouring  the  establish- 
ment of  French  officers  ya  the  soubah  of 
the  Dqkhan,  we  cherished  a  hbstile  force, 
which  usurped  the  government  of  the 
Nizam,  and  held  the  power  of  that  state 
ready  ta  combine  with  Tippoo  in  subvert- 
ing every  object  of  the  triple  alliance. 
— Such  was  the  state  of  India  at  the 
time  of  lord  Wcllesley's  arrival.  Tippoo 
viZA  then  meditating  at  what  moment  he 
should  carry  the  calamities  of  war  into 
the  peaceful  vales  of  the  Camatic ;  his 
hereditary  malignity  inflamed  almost  be- 

Snd  his  owa  bearing,  by  the  loss  of 
If  his  domiaiom  c^m^u^d  fvom '  him 


by  lord  ComwalHs.  There  was  a  French 
force  coutrouling  the  councils  of  the  dek- 
han;  a  corps  officered  by  Frenchmen 
in  the  service  of  Scindiah  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  person  of  the  Mogul,-  the 
imperial  city  of  Delhi,  and  the  fortress  of ' 
Agra ;  whilst  Buonaparte,  with  a  French  ' 
army  in  possession  of  £^pt>  had  declared 
that  India  was  his  ultimate  object.  At 
this  urgent  moment  the  wise  policy  of 
lord  Wellesley  embraced  the  interests  of 
his  country  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  Asia ; 
and  the  vital  principle  which  animated  it  ^ 
was  this, — X\\Ai  Britiiih  India  should  assist  * 
us  in  resisting  thp  overwhelming  domina- 
tion of  France.  Pursuing  this  principle 
with  undaunted  firmness,  he  subverted' 
that  French  influence  at  Hydrabad,  which 
we  before  had  cherished;  and  he  de- 
stroyed the  powerof  Tippoo,  whose  hatred  * 
had  been  inflamed  beyond  the  hope  of* 
change.  He  rescued  the  person  and  the 
city  of  the  legitimate  sovereign  of  Hmdos- 
tan  from  the  possession  of  France^  and  he 
drove  back  the  Mahrattas  to  their  proper 
boundaries,  expelling  all  French  influ- 
ence from  their  councils  and  armies. 
Such  have  been  the  most;  promhient  mea- 
sures of  the  noble  lord's  external  policy. ' 
In  contemplating  his  internal  policy,  it 
would  be  found  that  his  sa^unty  had  not 
been  less  conspicuous,  or  his  success  less 
beneficial  to  his  country.  Lord  Welles- 
ley found  the  company  under  engagements 
to  protect  the  native  princes  against  all 
their  enemies,  with  no  security  that  the  ex- 
pences  necessary  to  defray  this  protection 
would,  in  case  of  emergence,  be  available 
to  the  company.  The  past  history  of  our 
transactions  in  India  demonstrated  to  him, 
that  it  was  vain  to  rely  on  the  mutinous 
rabble,  the  uncertain  and  unwilling  re- 
sources of  those  princes  in  a  period  of 
war.  Hence  he  availed  himself  of  every 
occasion  to  commute  the  subsidy,  paya- 
ble by  those  princes,  for  territorial  posses- 
sion, m  every  practicable  instance ;  and 
assuredly  there  was  no  other  basis  of 
strength,  confidence,  and  peace,  to  Great 
Britain  in  india.-^ThuS  having  explained 
to  the  house  his  sentiments  upon  some  of 
those  points  of  the  foreign  and  internal 
policy  of  Iwd  Wellesley  in  India  which' 
had  been  unjustly  censured :  Mr.  Lmh-' 
ington  wotild  detain  them  but  a  few  mo-' 
ments  longer,,  in  staling  the  effi^ct»of  that 
I  adfflitiistvation  upon  our  own  countrymen 
there,  and  upon  our  native  subjects^  At' 
the  period  of  his  setrice  in  India,  Which 
W9S  duyiBg  the  nAmiotttrfttioft  ^rf'  the  noble* 
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lord,  his  power  and  vigilance  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  government  in  all  our 
possessioiis.    Every  servant  of  the  compa- 
ny, however  isolated  or  difficult  his  situa- 
tion, however  remote  from  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, felt  that  its  care  and  influence 
watched  over  his  person  and  proceedings. 
The  harmony  and  vigour  which  animated 
every  department  of  the  state,  prevented 
any  serious  consequences  from  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  domestic  rebel,  or  the  intrigues 
of  foreign  enemies — evils  to  which  every 
government  was  liable.     In  these  the  mass 
of  the  people,  and  our  seapoys  iifparticu- 
iar,  took  no  part ;  but  beheld  with  satis- 
•  faction  an  united  government  calling  forth 
its  energies  to  repress  these  evils,  and 
subsequently  acknowledged  its  justice  in 
repairing  the  injuries  arising  from  these 
accidental  causes. — But  wh^t  a  change 
had  succeeded!    a  system  of  accusation 
and  unfounded  suspicion   at  home    had 
relaxed  the  vigilance  and  undermined  the 
power  of  the  governments  abroad,  and  had 
infused  doubt  and  distraction  where  the 
noble  marquis  had  established  confidence 
and  strength.    In  addition  to  this,  an  ab- 
surd fanaticism  seeking  to  change  that 
religion  which  an  almighty  Power  had 
sufiered    to   subsist   for  s6  many   ages, 
unhurt  by  the  sanguinary  power  of  the 
mussulman,  or  the  disgusting  bigotry  of 
»mian-catholic  zealots,  had  been  used  as 
jBL  pretext  to  loosen  the.  allegiance  of  our 
native  subjects,  and  to  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  our  native  seapoys.    Every  set- 
tlement, and  every  battalion,  in  India,  saw 
with  indignatioii  hhm  whom,  they  had  re- 
garded, smd  proclfamed  to  his  ungrateful 
cotmtry,  as  an  example  of  public  honour 
and  exalted  service,  the  selected  object  of 
slander  and  accusation  in  this  Qountry : 
and  Mr.  L.  affirmed,  from  communications 
with  India,  that,  the  most  meritorious  ser- 
vants of  the  company  knew  not  by  what 
.rules  or  motives  to  regulate  their  conduct; 
— 4;heir  spirit  and  emulation,  founded  upon 
the  consciousness  of  their  virtues  and  ta* 
lents,  had  been  nearly  extinguished  by 
this  national  disgrace. — He  trusted  how- 
ever, that  there  was  yet  time  to  correct 
thi&evil'    He  had  the  greatest  reliance 
on  the  elevated  sentiments  of  the  public 
•ervaots  in  India :  he  knew  with  what  joy 
they  will  hail  that  iolerposition  of  wisdom 
in  this  house,  which  by  the  act  of  justice 
abovt  to  be  performed  to  the  noble  lord 
tills  nigbt,    should  reassiwe  their  confi- 
dence and  re-establish  our  strength  in 
fadtoi    Thfi.ttnaltail  fxOm:tion  upon  the 


nature  of  that  strength,  ought  to  check 
that  desperate  folly  which  seemed  to  de» 
light  in  distracting  the  functions,  and  in 
dilapidating  the  authority,  of  our  govern- 
ment ;  and  which,  if  sui^red  to  proceed 
in  its  present  career,  would  precipitate  the 
calamitous  period  of  British  India.  Be- 
fore Mr.  L.  concluded,  he  intreated  the 
house  to  consider  what  had  been  the  con* 
dition  of  British  India  at  this  exigent  mo« 
ment,when  the  union  of  France,  Russia,  and 
Persia  threatened  our  empire  with  invasion, 
if  the  implacable  hatred  of  Tippoo  had 
still  animated  the  power  of  Mysore — if  the 
soubah  of  the  Dekhan  had  still  b^.en  under 
the  controul  of  a  French  force — if  French- 
Mahratta  troops  had  still  hung  in  defiance 
upon  our  unprotected  frontier — ^if  the  do- 
minions of  Oude  had  still  been  filled 
with  65,000  disorderly  disaffected  soldiers 
— and  if  we  had  still  relied,  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  own  army,  upon  the  resources 
of  a  state  in  the  last  stage  of  weakness 
and  decay. — Mr.  Lushington  could  not 
reflect  upon  the  events  which  had  remov- 
ed these  mighty  dangers,  without  a  mind 
filled  with  gratitude  jto  the  noble  marquis : 
a  gratitude  founded  on  public  afiectioii 
alone ;  for  the  only  favour  he  had  ever 
sought  from  the  noble  lord  W2&  perempto- 
rily refused:  it  was  refused,  however,  from 
such  public  motives,  that  he  could  not  but 
respect  the  principle  of  the  denial.  The 
house  might,  therefore,  be  assured,  that 
the  opinions  which  Mr.  Lushington  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  stating  to  them,  were 
the  unfeigned  feelings  of  his  mind,  and  that 
he  should  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  avow 
and  to  verify  them.  He  trusted  however, 
that  the  cloud  which  had  too  long  obscured 
the  great  and  splendid  services  of  the 
noble  lord,  would  now  be  dispelled ;  and 
that  a  day  of  justice  and  retribution  would 
succeed  a  long  night  of  darkness  and  ig- 
norance. 

Sir  James  Hall  observed,  that  the 
charge  before  the  house  was  defective  in 
one  very  important  circumstance  which 
seemed  to  have  escaped  observation.  Lord 
Wellesley  is  charged  with  having  greatly 
injured  an  individual ;  but  .this  individual 
has  never  complained.  Sa^dut  Ali,  the 
nabob  of  Oude,  ha$  sent  no  remonstrance 
to  the  British  government,  though  that 
measure  was  suggested  to  him  by  a  per- 
son who  undertook  to  become  his  agent, 
and  he  rejected  the  proposal  in  toto.  It 
may,  indeed,  be  ailed  ged,  that  this  con- 
duct was  the  result  of  fear,  lord  Welles^ 
ley  being  thej(i  in  power  ^  bin  soon  after- 
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wards  the  inarcjuis  came  home,  and  the 
politics  of  India  assuming  a  new  face, 
the  nabob  could  have  been  at  no  loss  for 
friends  to  urge  his  suit  and  bring  forward 
his  remonstrance,  had  he  really  thought 
himself  injured.  But  the  truth*  is,  if  we 
may  trust  the  evidence  delivered  at  the 
bar  of  this  house,  that  Salkiut  Ali  had  no 
inclination  to  complain,  nor  any  cause  of 
complaint.  It  is  true,  that  the  territory 
over  which  he  seemed  to  reign  was  great- 
ly curtailed  \  its  extent  being  reduced,  in 
fact,  to  one  half,  and  that  much  against 
his  inclination  at  the  moment ;  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  transaction  were 
such  as  to  add  greatly  to  his  comfort ;  for 
being  relieved  from  the  burden  of  a  heavy 
tribute,  and  from  the  expence  of  main- 
taining a  great  army,  his  net  annual  in- 
come was  lef^  as  great,  at  least  as  before, 
being  to  the  amount  of  1,200,000/.  ster- 
ling yearly,  free  from  all  charges,  and 
perfectly  at  his  own  disposal. — His  politi- 
cal consequence  may  seem  to  have  been 
impaired  ;  but  he  had,  in  reality,  nothing 
political  to  lose.  The  documents  before 
the  house  sufficiently  prove  that  the  na- 
bob of  Oude,  as  well  as  ali  these  pro- 
tected princes  of  India,  possess  only  an 
apparent  sovereignty;  that  they  have 
been  raised  to  this  elevated  station  by  us, 
merely  to  serve  our  own  purpose,  to.  over- 
awe the  natives,  and  to  facilitate  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenues ;  that  without  the 
assistance  of  our  military  force  these 
princes  could  not  maintain  their  station 
for  a  single  month ;  that  though  treaties 
have  been  entered  into  with  them  worded 
in  the  language  usually  employed  between 
equal  and  independent  states,  these  seem, 
by  mutual  understanding,  to  have  been 
considered  as  nugatory,  and  have  been 
disregarded  by  every  successive  governor- 
general,  whenever  they  stood  in  the  way 
of  the  public  service. — Some  very  strik- 
ing anecdotes,  stated  in  evidence  by  ma- ' 
jor  Ouseley,  shew  clearly  that  Sa4dut  Ali 
himself,  after  the  first  shock  was  over, 
which  his  pride  underwent  during  the  ar- 
rangement at  Lucknow,  saw  the  (patter  in 
the  same  light  These  anecdotes  prove, 
not  only  that  he  acquiesced,  but  that  he 
acquiesced  cheerfully  in  all  that  had  been 
settled.  Sir  James  H.  stated  that  with  no 
bias  in  favour  of  the  noble  marquis,  he 
had  felt  himself  called  upon  to  look,  for 
the  first  time,  into  the  aflairs  of  India,  in 
order  to  form  an  impartial  judgnHsnt  on 
the  question  before  the  house.  In  exam- 
ining the  secret  correspondence  carried  on 


between  Lucknow  and  Calcutta  during 
the  negotiation  which  ended  in  the  ar* 
rangement  of  1801,  he  had  met  with 
very  ample  confirmations  of  the  favoura- 
ble opinion,  entertained  by  the  public,  of 
lord  Wellesley's  talents ;  and  he  found  at 
the  same  time,  what  the  public  voice  had 
not  led  him  to  expect,  that  in  carrying 
through  these  measures  with  firmness  and 
sometimes  with  severity,  the  marquia 
never  lost  sight  of  what  could  tend  to 
conciliation ;  that  when  the  points,  essen- 
tial to  the  public  service,  were  gained,  he 
exerted  himself  strenuously  and  effectual- 
ly in  rendering  the  changes  palatable  to 
the  nabob  himself,  to  his  family,  his  nob- 
bles, and  his  disbanded  army.  So  for 
therefore  from  having  incurred  blame  by 
his  conduct  in  Oude,  lord  Wellesley  ap* 
peared  to  have  a  double  claim  to  the 
thanks  of  his  country,  by  achieving  the 
most  arduous  public  services,  and  by,  at 
the  same  time,  healing  those  wounds 
which  great  political  changes  and  revolu- 
tions, however  beneficial  to  the  public, 
seldom  fail  to  inflict  on  individuals. 

Lord  Ceutlereagh  thought  the  question 
now  before  the  house  of  such  importance, 
as  to  interest  the  feelings  of  every  member. 
The  chief  object  of  the  resolutions  moved 
by  a  noble  lord  was  to  impeach  a  distin- 
guished character  not  in  that  house.  Th« 
noble  marquis  who  was  the  object  of  these 
resolutions,  had  received  great  honours, 
both  from  his  msjesty,  from  his  country, 
and  from  the  court  of  directors,  for  the  very 
same  conduct  which  it  was-  now  wished  to 
make  the  ground  of  parliamentary  censure. 
The  noble  marquis  was  charged  with 
crimes  of  no  common  magnitude,  he  Was 
charged  with  tyranny,  breach  of  treaty, 
and  contributing  to  throw  a  stigma  of  re- 
proach upon  the  British  character.  These 
were  charges  which  he  believed  were  en- 
tirely unfounded  in  truth,  and  incapable 
of  proof.  He  considered  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  a  right  now  to  expect  the  deci- 
sion of  the  house.  The  bu»ness  had  al- 
ready been  3  years  under  discussion.  He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  say  that  any 
unnecessary  delay  had  taken  place.  The 
papers  connected  with  the  business  were 
so  volumnious,  they  required  a  consider- 
able length  of  time  to  be  got  in  readiness; 
and  the  house  could  not  be  called  upon  to 
the  evidence,  till  they  had  had  time  to 
canvass  and  examine  it.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  house  seemed  to  mitf* 
take  the  real  situation  of  the  prince  of 
Oude.    They  eoDBidered  him  as   com* 
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pletely  independent  of  this  country.    But, 
this  was  not  the  fact.     He  was  a  protect- 
ed prince,  living  under  the.  protection  of 
G.  Britain.     By  the  treaty  concluded  by 
sir  John  Shore)  G.  Britain  had  a  right  to 
interfeire   with  the   internal   concerns  of 
Oude ;  and  in  all  the  proceedings  of  mar- 
quis Wellesley,  there  was  nothing  contrary 
to  existing  stipulations,  which  had  been 
said  respecting    encreasing    the  subsidy 
paid  to  this  country  :  but  he  found  nothing 
in  this  particularly  applicable  to  the  noble 
marquis.     Since   the   year  1773,   to  the 
year  1798,   alterations    had   been    made 
seven  times  in  the  amount  of  subsidy  paid 
by  the  nal^ob  of  Oude.     In  the  yeair  1773, 
he  paid  yearly  the  sum  of  300,000/.  and 
in  the  year  1798,  he  paid  the  increased 
yearly  sum  of  900,000/.     But  gentlemen 
would  observe,  that  the  expence  incurred 
by  the  company  in  defence  of  the  province, 
had  also  of  late  years  greatly  increased. 
He  considered  the  defence  ol  Oude,  and 
of  our  East  India  possessions,  as  one  and  the 
same  thing.     When  marquis  Wellesley  ar- 
rived in  India,he  wrote  the  court  of  directors 
the  plan  of  the  conduct  he  meant  to  fol- 
low.    This   letter  lay  upon  their  table ; 
and  if  the  court  had  disapproved  of  his 
intentions,  would  it  not  have  been   but 
justice  both  to  themselves  and  to  the  noble 
marquis,  immediately  to  have  sent  him 
notice.     The  miseries  which  have  existed 
in  our  East  India  settlements,  he  considered 
to  have  sprung  in  a  great  measure  from 
pecuniary  subsidies,   of  which  he  com- 
pletely disapproved.     Territorial  subsidies 
be  considered  much  less  oppressive  in  their 
effect.     The  company  had  at  the  present 
time,  69,000  men  for  the  defence  of  Ben- 
gal, and  40,000  in  the  Doab,  or  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  for  the  defence  of 
Oude.     Objections  had  been  stated  to  our 
introducing  troops  into  Oude,  as  if  contrary 
to  treaty;  however,  the  papei-s  before  the 
house  shewed  that  it  was  not  so.    He  main- 
tained that  the  nabob  of  Oude  was  in  a 
better  situation  now  than  before  the  late 
arrangements.    His  dominion  was  fixed, 
and  the  subsidy  payable  to  the  company 
was  not  liable  to  be  increased  by  contin- 
gencies.    He  concluded,   by  saying,  he 
thought  some  of  the  resolutions  moved  for 
by  the  noble  lord  so  much  like  to  truth, 
and  some  of  so  frivolous  a  nature,  he  should 
wish  to  get  rid  of  them,  not  by  a  negative, 
but  by  moving  the  previous  question.   The 
last  resolution,  however,  he  considered  ex- 
tremely objectionable,  and  would  give  it 
his  ne|;ative. 


Mr.  Robert  Tkomtcn  said,  he  could  not 
in  all  points  in  this  question,  join  speakers 
on  either  side.     He  would  endeavour  to 
express  his  private  sentiments  upon  the 
question,   in   as  few  words  as  possible. 
When  the  noble  marquis  went  to  India,  as 
governor- general,    the     yearly    revenue 
amounted  to  7,000,000/.  when  he  left  it, 
the   revenue    amounted    to    15,000,000/. 
This  was  doubling  the  revenue  certainly, 
but  it  was  necessary  also  to  look  to  the 
increase  of  debt  during  the  time  of  his 
governorship.     When  he  went  to  India, 
the  debt  owing  by  the  company  amounted 
to  10,000,000/.  when  he  left  it  -the  debt 
amounted  to  30,000,000/:    This  was,  he 
must  say,  a  vast  encrease  of  debt  in  a  few 
years.     As  to  cession  of  territory  in  the 
form  of  subsidy,  this  he  thought  justifiable, 
or  otherwise,  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  cession  was  made.      But  he 
thought  cession  of  territory  most  unjustifi- 
able, if  contrary  to  the  sacredness  of  treaty. 
The  noble  marquis  could  not,  he  was  sor- 
ry to  say,  be  complimented  on  his  having 
followed  the  example  of  our  most  gracious 
sovereign,  in  imitating  him  in  noble  gene^^ 
rosity  and    moderation  towards  weaker 
powers ;  and,  however  he  might  approve 
of  the  war  with  Tippoo,  he  could  not  but 
condemn  the  conduct  of  the  noble  marquis 
in  violating  the  treaty  of  Oude.     It  had 
been  asserted,  that  the  vizier  was  frequent-  . 
ly  drunk,  and  was  incapable   of  taking 
any  proper  management ;  but  he  would 
assert  that  the  noble  marquis  also  had 
been  drunk  with  ambition,  and  ought  to 
be  checked,  however  much  he  might  ad- 
mire the  extraordinaiy  talents  of  the  mar- 
quis on  many  occasions,  in  which  he  de- 
served commendation. 

On  a  cry  of  question,  Mr.  Biddulph 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  till 
Friday.  Several  observations  were  then 
made  by  different  membew,  and  Mr. 
Whitbread  remarked,  that  he  was  sorry 
to  see  the  temper  of  the  house  so  inimical 
to  listening  to  his  hon.  friend  who  had  just 
sat  down,  as  he  would  have  thrown  great 
light  on  the  transactions  of  India ;  but  he 
was  determined  to  oppose  the  adjourn- 
ment. The  Speaker  then  put  the  motion ; 
on  the  division,  there  were  37  for  and  1 95 
against  the  motion.  On  entering  the 
house  we  found  Mr.  Sheridan  on  his  legs, 
stating,  that  he  understood,  that  instead  of 
the  original  debate,  a  very  extraordinary 
motion  of  thanks  was  to  be  proposed  by 
an  hon.  iriend  to  the  marquis  Wellesley. 
Tha  whole  he  had  heard  in  defence  of  the 
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noble  marquis,  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
justify  such  a  measure ;  and  more  parti* 
cularly  so  at  this  period  of  the  night,  as  it 
would  occasi<m  the  whole  grouiM^  of  the 
debate  to  be  again  gone  over. 

Lord  Miiion  said  the  house  ought  to  be 
cautious  how  it  gave  Its  censure  or  thanks ; 
it  was  to  be  remarked,  that  it  was  consi- 
dered to  be  the  policy  of  our  government, 
aad  also  that  of  the  East  India  Company 
to  look  to  commerce,  and  not  to  the  ac*' 
quisition  of  territory ;  on  this  ground  he 
would  give  his  vote. 

Mr.  Whithread  said,  he  was  astonished 
at  the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  lord  Wel- 
lesley,  who  had  rested  their  defence  upon 
the  policy  of  the  noble  marquis,  and  not 
upon  the  treaty.  The  injustice  was  too 
9trong  to  forego  examination.  For  what 
was  the  case  ?  Lord  Comwallis  had  lei^ 
our  possessions  in  India  in  a  flourishing 
state.  The  noble  marquis  had,  by  his 
conduct,  destroyed  what  lord  Comwallis 
bad  effected,  and  had  left  the  country  in 
the  greatest  distress.  So  much  so,  that 
had  some  bullion  not  arrived  at  the  same 
time  with  his  lordship,  when  he  went  again 
to  resume  the  command,  there  would  have 
been  no  funds  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
state,  nor  money  to  pay  the  troops.  He 
contended  that  we  had  violated  the  treaty 
of  Oude,  as  by  that  treaty  we  had  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  that 
country,  and  could  not,  without  injustice, 
seiae  upon  the  territory.  He  would  go 
the  full  length  of  the  Resoluti<»,  and  the 
motion  upon  it 

Earl  Temple  defended  marquis  Wellesley 
from  the  unfounded  calumnies  circulated 
against  him.  He  compared  his  adminis- 
tration with  that  of  marquis  Comwallis 
and  lord  Teignmouth,  in  order  to  show 
that  they  all  interfered  alike,  and  consi- 
dered Onde  as  dependent  upon  the  com- 
pany. He  would  not  only  voto  against 
the  Resolution,  but  for  the  motion  of  sir  J. 
Anstnither. 

Mr.  Morris  acknowledged  that  the 
treaty  was  vicdated,  but  asserted  it  was 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  nabob  to  pay 
his  kists ;  he  wonld  therefore  vote  against 
the  Resolutions. 

Lord  Folkestone  denied  that  ever  the 
nabob  failed  in  his  payment,  and  replied 
to  the  arguments  on  that  side  at  conside- 
able  length. 

The  house  then  divided. 

For  the  Resolution     -     -     -     31 
Against  It      -    -     -     -    -  182 

Majority    -    -     ^,^..^1^1 


List  rfihc  MvwrUsf. 
Antoaie,  W.  Lee        LushingM>e»  Stephen 


Astetl,  W. 
Babiogton,  Thomas 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bjrng,  George 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  G.H.C. 
Combe,  Harvey  C. 
Fitzgerald,'  M. 
Grant,  Charles 
Huworth,  H. 
Hughes,  Wm.  L. 
Johnstone,  George 
Lambton,  R.  J. 
Lloyd,  sir  Edward 


Lvttleton,  hon.  W. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Milton,  lord 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Smith,  George 
Smithy  Wm. 
Smith,  Hugh 
Tbellusfon,  Geoa|^e 
Thoraton,  Robert 
Tracey,  Uaobury 
Turton,  sir  T. 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbread,  Sumael 

Tellers. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Creevey,  Thomas 


Sir  John  Anstruther  then  moved,  **  That 
it  appears  to  this  house,  that  the  marquis 
Wellesley,  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
late  arrangements  in  Oude,  was  actuated 
by  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  public  service, 
and  by  the  desire  of  providing  more  ef- 
fectually for  the  prosperity,  the  defence, 
and  the  safety  of  the  British  territories  in 
India.'* 

On  this  motion  the  house  divided. 

For  the  Resolution 180 

Against  it 29 

M^ority -^ — 151 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Weditesdcof,  March  16. 

Orders  in  Council  Bill.]  The  order  of 
the  dav  was  read  for  resuming  the  ad- 
journed  debate  on  the  motion  of  lord 
Grenville,  for  rejecting  the  Orders  m  Coun- 
cil bill. 

Lord  GrtnviUe,  having  on  a  former  even- 
ing stated  his  reasons  for  moving  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  declined  again  urging 
them,  but  trusted  to  the  indulgencet  of 
their  lordships  to  allow  him  to  reply  to 
any  arguments  that  might  be  urged  in  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

Lord  Haavhednvry  objected  to  the  strict- 
ness of  construction  given  to  the  Standing 
Order  by  the  noble-  lord,  on  a  former 
evening,  and  contended,  that  the  practice 
of  the  house  was  in  direct  opposstiea  to 
the  principles  urged  by  the  noble  lord  i« 
support  of  his  motion.  His  kudship  ^uo* 
ted  several  precedents  iti  sijqpport  of  this 
proposition,  some  of  them  in  the  reign  of 
9»een  Anne,  soon  srfier  the  passing  <xf  the 
Order;  some  in  the  beginning  of  tbe.cnga 
of  his  present  Majesty,  and  others  ef  te- 
cent  date,  consisting  of  Bilki  of  Aid  and 
Supply,  which  eonftaiiieil  clauses  e^er 
not  necesdary  to  the  object  (rf  the  bill,  or 
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foreign  to  and  differing  from  the  purpose 
of  the  bill,  and  which  were,  notwithstand- 
ing, agreed  to  in  that  house.  One  instance 
he  quoted  was,  the  Act  for  candying  into 
effect  the  commercial  treaty  with  France, 
on  which  a  question  of  rejection  on  the 
Standing  Order  was  moved  in  that  house, 
and  negatived.  In  the  Annual  Malt  Bill, 
and  in  the  Irish  Stamp  act  passed  in  180S, 
clauses  were  contained  foreign  to  their 
purpose.  His  lordship  entered  into  a  de- 
tail of  these  precedents,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  the  practice  of  the  house  to  be 
in  opposition  to  the  noble  lord's  construc- 
tion of  the  Order;  and  then  went  through 
those  clauses  of  the  Bill  to  which  objec- 
tions had  been  taken,  contending,  that  in 
no  instance  could  they  be  considered  as 
bringing  the  bill  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Order.  Most  of  the  clauses  objected 
to  were,  in  his  opinion,  evidently  growing 
out  of  the  bill,  as  a  bill  of  Aid  and  Supply ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  limitation  of  ac- 
tion, on  which  most  stress  had  been  laid, 
he  denied,  that  it  at  all  contained  an  in- 
demnity for  issuing  the  Orders  in  Council; 
and  that  the  question  of  legality  might 
still  be  tried,  although  this  clause  was 
agreed  to.  He  urged,  that  it  would  be 
unjust  to  apply  the  Order  to  this  bill,  af- 
ter a  continued  practice  of  a  contrary  ten- 
dency so  clearly  proved,  that  the  mten- 
tion  of  the  Order  was  to  apply  it  in  cases 
where  there  was  an  evident  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  commons  to  better  the  dis- 
cretion of  that  house,  by  annexing  clauses 
to  Money  Bills  foreign  to  their  purpose ; 
that  a  general  application  of  the  Order 
would  defeat  the  object  of  it;  and  that  it 
could  not,  in  any  feir  or  just  view  of  the 
case,  be  applied  to  the  present  bill. 

Lord  Erskim  contended,  that  whatever 
the  practice  of  the  house  might  have  been, 
it  could  not  set  aside  the  written  Orders 
of  the  house ;  practice  might  decide  with 
respect  to  unwritten  law^  because,  in  that 
case,  the  decisions  upon  the  subject  de- 
clared the  law,  but  where  there  was  a 
written  statute,  no  practice  could  set  it 
aside;  the  written  law  remained  to  be  re* 
ferrM  to,  and  to  shew  the  course  to  be 
pursued.  Thus  it  was  with  the  Standing 
Order ;  and  he  could  not  conceive  what 
the  noble  lord  meant  in  arguing  that  the 
general  application  of  the  order  would  de- 
feat its  object.  Was  it  to  be  argued,  that 
an  order  general  in  its  nature,  and  clearly 
stating  its  object,  was  only  to  be  applied 
to  particular  instances,  or  was  it  to  shew 
whkt  instances  it  ought  to  .be  applied  to  ? 


Either  it  ought  to  be  applied  according  to 
the  terms  of  it,  as  distinctly  stated,  or 
else  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  The  prece- 
dents quoted  by  the  noble  lord  were  either 
not  in  point,  as  proving  only  that  clauses 
inserted  in  bills  contrary  to  this  order,  had 
been  unnoticed  by  the  house,  or  elseihey 
proved  too  much  ;  for  if  they  were  to  be 
taken  as  declaring  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  this  subject,  then  there  was  an  «nd 
of  this  Standing  Order.  There  were  how- 
ever two  instances  of  recent  date  in  which 
the  house  had  acted  npon  this  Order,  the 
one  in  1789,  when  lord  Thurlow  was  chan- 
cellor, when  a  bill  of  Aid  and  Supply  was 
rejected  as  containing  clauses  foreign  to 
its  object ;  and  the  other  in  Jan.  1807, 
when  he  had  the  honour  of  sitting  on  the 
woolsack,  and  of  pointing  out  to  the  house 
the  necessity  of  enforcing  their  Standing 
Order.  As  to  there  j)eing  no  indenmity 
contained  in  the  bill,  he  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  if  it  passed,  and  supposing 
the  case  of  ministers  being  impeached  for 
issuing  the  Orders  in  Council,  that  that 
house  could  not,  after  passing  this  act  as 
it  now  stood,  find  them  guilty.  His  lord- 
ship went  through  those  clauses  of  the 
bill  which  were  adverted  to  on  Monday 
evening  by  lord  Grenville,  and -contended 
that  they  were  foreign  to  and  di^rent  from 
the  object  of  the  bill,  as  a  bill  of  Aid  and 
Supply,  and  therefore  that  the  bill,  in  con- 
formity with  the  express  words  and  mean- 
ing of  the  Order,  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Lord  Mulgrave  insisted  that  a  rule  of 
the  house,  like  a  law,  in  courts  of  justice, 
might  be  explained  by  long  practice.  He 
pei-fectly  concurred  with  the  argumenta-* 
tive  speech  of  his  noble  friend,  the  sccre* 
tary  of  state ;  and  trusted  that  their  lord- 
ships, always  regardful  of  their  own  privi* 
leges,  would  not,  from  any  mistaken  no«« 
tions  in  point  of  form,  delay  a  bill  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  thc^ 
British  empire. 

Lord  Holland  animadverted  on  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last, 
who,  he  said,  had  repeated  more  feebly 
the  arguments  of  the  noble  secretary  o€ 
state.  He  said  the  instances  adduced  in 
explanation  of  the  order  were  not  con- 
temporaneous with  it,  that  they  were  eight 
or  ten  years  posterior,  and  that  the  exam- 
ple of  the  9th  of  queen  Anne,  on  whtck 
so  much  stress  had  been  laid,  was  aft«r 
lords  Somers  and  Cowper  had  left  the 
woolsack,  and  the  seals  were  in  commis* 
sion ;  so  that  it  could  not  be  suf^poaed  the: 
house  could  receive  the  airte  480i8tuice*  IV 
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which  it  had  been  accustomed^  for  the 
preserration  of  the  respect  due  to  the 
Standing  Orders. 

Lord  Harrowby  contended  for  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Order  as  evinced  in  the 
practice  of  the  house,  immediately  subse- 
quent to  passing  it^  as  well  as  in  bills  of 
more  recent  date. 

Lord  Sidtnouth  said,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  origin  of 
^  the  Standing  Order  which  had  been  read. 
During  the  reigns  of  Charles  IL  and  Wil- 
liam IIL  in  the  progress  of  half  a  century, 
numerous  attempts  had  been  made  by  the 
house  of  commons  to  introduce  into  the 
house  of  lords  objectionable  measures,  by 
connecting  them  with  Money  Bills;  so 
that  unless  their  lordships  condescended 
to  such  measures,  the  aids  for  the  service 
of  the  state  were  refused.  Ursed  by  this 
endeavour,  the  house  of  lords,  &>r  the  pre- 
servation of  its  own  independence,  entered 
on  the  Journals  this  Standing  Order,  and 
when  so  adopted  it  must  either  be  obeyed 
or  repealed.  The  order  itself  might  re- 
quire some  explanation.  The  Money  Bills 
therein  referred  to  were  easily  distinguish- 
ed :  they  always  originated  in  a  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  as  did  the  Bill  now 
under  consideration :  they  had  the  pream- 
ble, in  which  the  name  of  the  lords'  house 
was  excluded,  as  in  this  Bill ;  and  when 
the  royal  assent  was  given,  it  was  not '  le 
roi  le  veut,'  but  '  le  roi  remercie  ses  bons 
sujets,  accepte  leur  benevolence,  et  ainsi  le 
veut  ;*  and  so  it  would  be  given  to  this  Bill, 
if  it  proceeded  to  that  state  of  maturity. 
The  instances  adduced  ought  to  be  Money 
Bills  of  this  description ;  and  if  the  J  were 
not,  the  Standing  Order  had  no  reference 
to  them  whatever.  Trying,  then,  the  ex-, 
amples  or  precedents  stated  by  this  test, 
he  found  tnat  out  of  eight  submitted  to 
the  attention  of  the  house,  only  two  or 
three  in  the  course  of  a  century  were  ap- 
plicable to  the  purpose  to  which  they  were 
referred.  If  their  lordshipa regarded  their 
own  consistency,  independence,  and  dig- 
nity, he  thought  they  could  not  dispense 
with  the  Standing  Order  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  that  the  Bill  must  be  rejected. 

Lord  Mehilk  contended,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  house  ought  to  be  taken  as  the 
interpretation  of  the  Order,  and  that 
therefore,  even  upon  this  ground,  the  bill 
ought  not  to  be  rejected.  He  had,  how- 
ever, examined  the  bill,  and  had  put  the 
Question  to  himself,  whether  there  were 
any  'clauses  in  it  which  were  foreign  to, 
4)r  4ifi^ent  from  its  object  as  a  Bill  vf  Aid 


and  Supply,  and  in  his  conscience  he  be- 
lieved there  were  no  such  clauses.    * 

The  Earl  of  Laudardede  contended,  that 
no  argument  had  been  adranced  by  the 
noble  lord,  to  shew  that  the  last  clause  in 
the  bill,  that  of  indemnity,  was  a  natural 
part  of  the  bill  of  Aid  and  Supply.  The 
noble  lord  had  advanced  uo  reason  that 
could  convince  any  man ;  he  had  made  it 
a  -matter  between  himself  and  his  con* 
science— and  his  conscience  was  satisfied  ; 
but  he  had  not  satisfied  the  understanding 
of  noble  lords  who  heard  him. — ^The  noble 
earl  went  over  the  other  regulations  of  the 
Bill,  to  shew  that  they  were  now  totally 
unconnected  with  the  Supply;  and  ap«* 
pealed  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on 
the  woolsack,  whose  peculiar  duty  it  was 
to  watch- over  the  Orders  of  the  house,  to 
say  whether  this  important  Order  of  1702 
would  not  be  totally  violated  if  they  en- 
tertained this  Bill  ? 

Lord  Gfenville  began  by  expressing  his 
surprise,  that  upon  a  question  of  this  na- 
ture, the  house  had  not  yet  heard  the  opi- 
nion of  the  person  whose  duty  it  more 
peculiarly  was  to  study,  to  explain,  and  to 
enforce  those  Standing  Orders  which  were 
enacted  for  the  regulation  of  its  proceed- 
ings, and  which  were  as  binding  iipon  it  as 
the  laws  of  the  land  were  upon  the  courts 
below.  That  a  Standing  Order  of  the  ut- 
most importance  was,  in  the  instance  under 
consideration,  attempted  to  be  violated, 
the  noble  lord  endeavoured  to  ptove,  by 
shewing,  that  several  of  the  clauses  were 
foreign  to,  and  difierent  from  the  matter 
of  a  bill  for  Aids  and  Supplies.  For  this 
purpose,  he  referred  particularly  to  those 
clauses  which  prescribed  commercial  re- 
gulations. Upon  the  merits  of  the  bill  it- 
self the  noble  lord  animadverted  with  his 
usual  ingenuity  and  force.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  clause  which  related^  to  the 
East  India  Company,  he  contended  that 
they  could  not  dispose  of  any  goods  what- 
ever for  home  consumption.  But  the 
most  objectionable  feature  in  the  mea- 
sure was  that  provision  by  which  minis- 
ters were  enabled  to  exempt  any  mer- 
chant firom  all  its  operations  upon  such 
conditions  as  they  might  think  proper  to 
settle.  The  idea  of  investing  any  minis- 
ters with  such  an  extraordinary  discre- 
tion, appeared  to  his  mind  utterly,  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  fireedom  of  commerce. 
It  would  indeed  go  to  arm  them  with  such 
a  degree  of  power  over  the  mercantile 
body,  as  never  was  assumed  or  possessed 
by  the  most  despotic  gOTemment  upon  th« 
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subject  of  commerce.  He  could  not,  in 
fact,  conceive  how  the  character  of  com- 
merce cfMild  consist  with  such  an  arrange- 
ment. From  this  point,  the  noble  lord 
proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  clause, 
Hmitiog  prosecutions  agamst  those  who 
acted  under  the  Orders  in  Council.  This 
limitation  was  so  contrived  both  as  to 
time  and  place,  th^fc  any  person  who 
might  have  cause  to  complain,  or  spirit 
to  appeal  against  any  illegality  in  these 
orders,  or  any  injustice  in  their  execution, 
wss  intirely  precluded  from  the  possibi- 
lity of  obtaining  redress.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  by  declaring  his  opinion,  that 
the  adoption  of  the  bill  before  the  house 
must  lead  to  inevitable  ruin. 

The  Lord  Cfmncellor  asserted,  that  ^ 
part  of  the  bill  before  their  lordships  was 
'  mconsistent  with  the  Standing  Order  al- 
luded to  by  the  noble  lord  who  had  just 
sat  down.  On  the  contrary,  he  maintained, 
that  the  whole  stream  of  their  lordships' 
proceeding,  for  a  series  of  years,  was  in 
direct  conformity  to  the  practice  objected 
to  by  the  advocates  for  the  motion.  This 
was  his  opinion  at  the  time  the  noble  lord 
first  stated  his  objection,  but  yet  he  tiiought 
it  becoming  in.  him  to  postpone  the  decla- 
ration of  that  opinion,  until  he  should  have 
heard  all  those  noble  lords  who  were  dis- 
posed to  speak  upon  the  question.  That 
course,  he  perceived,  had  exposed  him  to 
some  animadversions,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  had  been  observed,  that  where  a 
man  who  held  a  judicial  situation  doubted, 
he  was  unfit  for  that  situation.  Now,  his 
opinion  was  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
observation ;  for  he  thought  the  man  who 
entertained  doubts  in  a  judicial  situation 
was  the  most  fit  for  such  a  situation. — : 
The  noble  lord  entered  into  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  several  precedents  referred  to 
by  the  advocates  of  the  motion,  and  con- 
tended, none  of  them  in  any  degree  bore 
on  the  conclusion  which  those  noble  lords 
would  deduce  firom  them.  There  was  not, 
he  maintained,  a  single  provision  in  the 
bill  upon  the  table  which  was  not  in  strict 
alliance  to  and  in  pursuance  of  its  main 
object.  Therefore  it  could  not  be  held, 
that  it  contained  any  thine  foreign  to  and 
diBerent  from  a  bill  of  Aids  and  Supplies. 
So  thinking  he  could  not  of  course  agree 
in  the  notion,  that  their  Icxdsbips  would  in 
passing  such  a  bill  infringe  the  leUer  or 
spirit  of  the  Standing  Ozaer  alluded  to. 
Indeed  clauses  directly  similar  to  these, 
objected  to  as  inconsistent  with  a  bill 
of  Supply,  were  to  be  found  in  |dmoA 


every  bill  of  that  nature  upon  the  Statute 
Book. 

Earl  Grev  said,  that  the  cases  cited  by 
the  noble  lord  ou  the  woolsack  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  warrant  the  opinion  his 
lordship  had  delivered,  and  he  believed 
that  many  cases  might  be  found  in  the 
Journals  of  the  house  that  even  justified  a 
contrary  qpinion,  He  would  therefore 
propose  that  a  committee  of  precedents 
should  be  appointed  to  select  such  cases 
as  might  be  found  applicable  to  the  mat- 
ter then  under  their  lordships  considera* 
tion,  and  then  the  house  coiild  more  easily 
judge  from  those  cases  than  from  the  par* 
tial  ones  produced  during  the  debate. 

Their  lordships  then  divided  on  lord     ' 
Grenville's  motion,  for  rejecting  the  bilU 
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[Protest  aqainst  the  Obosbs  in  Couh* 
ciL  Bill.}  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read,'resuuiing  the  adjourned  debate  on  the 
motion  to  reject  the  Bill  entituled  "  An 
Act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament.  Du- 
ties of  Customs  on  the  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Merchandize  herein  enumerated,  in  fur>- 
therance  of  the  provisions  of  certain  Or- 
ders in  Council.*'  The  Standing  Order 
No.  25.  was  read  after  long  debate. — ^The 
question  was  put,  whether  the  said  Bill 
shall  be  rejected ;  it  was  resolved  in  the 
negative. 

''  Dissentient  :  Because  the  annexing 
any  clause  or  clauses  to  a  Bill  of  Aid  or  Sup« 
ply>  the  matter  of  which  is  foreign  to,  and 
diiierent  from  the  matter  of  the  said  Bill  of 
Aid  or  Supply,  is  unparliamentary,  and 
tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  constitution  ' 
of  this  government. — Grenville,  Vassal 
Holland,  Cawdor,  Lauderdale,  Auckland, 
Ponsonby,  Grey,  Carysfort,  Erskine,  Jer- 
sey, Spencer,  Nuffent,  (Buckinghamshire,) 
Cholmondeley,  Crewe,  Clifton,  StafiSmi> 
Ponsonby,  (Imohilly,)  Albemarie,  Cow- 
per,  Essex." 

"  Dissentient  :  1st,  Because,  such  has  ^ 
been  the  anxiety  to  maintain  inviolate  the 
true  spirit  of  the  Standing  Order  of  this 
house.  No.  25,  declaring  '  The  annexing 
any  clause  or  clauses  to  a  Bill  of  Aid  or 
Supply,  the  matter  of  which  is  foreign  to 
or  different  from  the  matter  of  the  said 
Bill  of  Aid  or  Supply,  is  unparliamentary, 
and  t0nds  to  the  destruction  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  government:'  that  Bills 
not  of  Aid  or  Supply,  if  they  contained  a 
clause  imposing  a  duty  upon  his  ifisyesty's- 
4  £ 
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subjects,  have  been  recently  rejected,  on 
the  ground,  that  regulation,  though  Hot 
altogether  unconnected  with  t^e  purpose 
for  which  such  doty  was  imposed,  might 
be  considered  as  foreign  to  and  different 
ffbm  the  aid  given  to  the  use  of  his  ma- 
jesty by  such  clause. — ^For  we  observe  in 
the  entry  on  the  Journals  of  this  house,  on 
the  Sd  of  Aug.  1807,  that  a  bill  entituled 
*  An  Act  for  abolishing  fees  received  by 
officers  in  the  service  of  the  customs  in 
the  several  ports  of  Ireland,  and  for  making 
compensation  to  the  said  officers^  and  for 
regulating  the  hour&  of  attendanqe,  and 
the  number  gf  holidays  to  be  observed  by 
them,^  wacs,  after  reading  the  said  Standing 
Order,  rejected ;  the  following  lords  being 
that  day  marked  as  present. — ^The  duke  of 
Cumberland,  lord  chancellor  Eldon,  the 
duke  of  Portland,  viscount  Melville,  lord 
Bedesdaley  lord  Erskine,  viscount  Sid- 
mouth,  Longueville,  bishop  of  Oxford, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  earl  of  Chol- 
mondeley,  Selkirk,  Balcarras,  Glasgow, 
Grahacra,  Buckinghamshire,  Grosvenor, 
Kingston,  Limerick,  Normanton,  viscount 
Carleton,.  lord  Napier,  Holland,  Walsing- 
ham.  Hood  of  Cath,  Arden,  Rawdon,  Lau- 
derdale, Boringdon,  Douglas  of  Lochleven, 
Stewart  of  Garlies. — 2d,  Because  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  that  the  Bill  entituled  '  An 
act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  until  the 
end  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  Du- 
ties of  Customs  on  the  Goods,  Wares  and 
Merchandize  herein  enumerated,  in  fur- 
therance of  the  provisions  of  -  certain  Or- 
ders in  Council ;'  the  motion  for  the  re- 
jection of  which  has  been  negatived  by 
this  house,  is  a  Bill  of  Aid  or  Supply,  and 
that  it  contains,  1.  A  clause,  which  as  it 
at^  present  stands,  clearly  prohibits  the 
merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Indies,  from  selling  any  of  the  goods  or 
merchandize  they  may  import,  and  com- 
pels them  on  bringing  any  of  the  said 
goods  or  merchandize  into*  this  country,  to 
warehouse^  them  under  the  king's  lock  for 
re-exportation.  2.  A  clause,  for  taking 
off,  in  certain  cases,  a  duty  of  two  shillings 
a  ton,  imposed  on  ships  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  the  act  of  the  37th  of  his 
majesty's  reign.  3,  A  clause,  enacting  that 
nonaction  or  suit  shall  be  brought  or  com- 
menced against  any  persons  for  any  thjng 
done  in  pursuance  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, of  the  9th  and  25th  of  November,  1807, 
except  such  -  action  be  commenced  within 
thi^e  calendar  months  after  the  ikct  com- 
mitted ;  and  many  other  clauses  which 
are  stroi%er  and  more  direct  violations  of 


the  said  Standing  Order,  than  any  thing 
contained  in  the  bill  rejected  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1807.  4.  Because,  when  we  re- 
flect, that  the  bill  rejected  on  the  3d  of 
Aug.  1807,  purports  to  be  a  bill  for  esta- 
blishing Rearulations  tending  greatly  to  the 
benefit  of  the  fair  trader  and  the  security 
of  the  Revenue ;  and  that  the  bill  now 
under  the  discussion  of  this  house,  is  a  bill 
which  appears  from  the  votes  of  the  house 
of  commons,  to  have  been  complained  of 
by  numbers  of  petitioners,  as  destructive 
ot  trade  and  revenue,  we  cannot  conceive 
any  reasonable  ground  why  this  bouse 
should  now  disregard  a  Staiiding  Order, 
which  is  of  such  iimdamenul  importance 
to  the  preservation  of  the  constitution,  and 
which  it  has  on  all  occasions>  particularly 
in  the  instance  above  referred  to,  shewn  sa 
much  anxiety  to  enforce,  whenever  any 
attempt  to  contravene  it  has  attracted  atten  - 
tion. — We  are  therefore  apprehensive,  that 
this  departure  from  the  established  princi- 
ple and  recent  practice  of  the  house,  may 
be  suspected  to  have  proceeded  from  a  de- 
sire to  hurry  through  parliament  this  cohl- 
plicated  and  dangerous  measure,  which 
threatens  the  destruction  of  our  commerce, 
and  to  prevent  the  people  of  this  country 
from  being  heard  against  the  provisions  of 
a  bill,  which  may  prove  ruinous  to  their 
most  valuable  interests.  Lauderdale,  Spen- 
cer, Grenville,  Auckland,  Essex,  Grey, 
Vassal  Holland,  Cowoer,  King,  Jersey, 
Stafford,  Erskine,  Cawdor,  Cholmondeley, 
Crewe,  Clifton."^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  March  16. 
.  [Sussex  Election  Petition.]  SSr  A, 
Piggott ,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  move, 
that  the  petitioners,  wha  prayed  by  peti- 
tion, yesterday,  to  be  admitted  as  parties 
to  defend  the  seat  of  Mr.  Fuller  against 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Sergison,  the  defence 
of  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
sitting  member,  do,  on  or  before  the  21st 
of  March,  exchange  lists  witli  the  original 
petitioner,  of  the  persons  whose  votes  were 
to  be  objected  to,  together  with  the  sev^aJ* 
heads  of  the  objeetion  against  the  names 
•of  each  person  inteiided  ta  be  objected 
against,  to  be  delivered  >to  the  agent  or 
agents  of  the  respective  parties.  The 
petitio»  of  Mr.  Sergison,  he  observed,  was 
ordered  tob^  taken  into  consideration  on 
the  24th,  and  the  Election  Judicature  bill 
enacted,  that  petitioners  claiming  to  be 
heard  as  parties  in  defence  of  an  aban- 
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doned  seat,  were  to  be  considered,  to  ail 
intents  anid  purposes,  in  the  place  of  the 
sitting  Biember.  As  the  resolutions  of  the 
kottse,  therefore,  required  that  lists  of  ob- 
jectionable rotes  should  be  exchanged  be- 
tween the  sitting  member  and  the  peti- 
tioner against  his  return,  within  a  reason- 
able time,  he  trusted  that  the  house  would, 
in  this  instance,  see  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing some  day  for  the  exchange  of 
such  list  between  the  original  petitioner 
and  the  parties  who  had  succeeded  to  the 
place  of  the  sitting  member  in  the  defence 
of  the  seat.  He  should  therefore  move, 
that  the  said  lists  be  exchanged  on  the  21st 
instant 

Mr.  Hiiskisson  thought  that  the  house 
had  to  consider  two  points  upon  the  pre- 
sent question  ;  1st,  Whether  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  house  to  fix  any  day  for  the 
exchange  of  the  lists  demanded ;  and 
2dly,  whether  there,  was  sufficient  time  for 
so  doing.  The  petition  against  th«  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Fuller,  had  been  within  the 
proper  period  presented  in  last  session,  and 
bad  been  regularly  renewed  in  the  pre- 
sent. It  was  not .  the  duty  of  the  sitting 
member  to  call  for  any  exchange  of  lists, 
and  the  petitioner  had  neglected  to  do  so 
until  the  sitting  member  had  declared  his 
intention  to  abandon  the  defence  of  the  seat, 
wl^ich  ><^as  on  the  eve  of  the  day  on  which 
the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
coosideration.  If  the  sitting  member  had 
persevered  in  the  defence  of  his  seat,  no 
lists  could  be  exchanged,  because  a  mo- 
tion to  that  eHect  could  not  be  made  with- 
out notice ;  and  the  house  was  aware  that, 
as  no  such  notice  had  been  given  before 
the  eve  of  the  day  for  taking  the  petition 
into  consideration,  it  could  not  be  availa- 
ble if  given  on  that  day,  because  tlie  ballot 
for  the  committee  must  precede  all  other 
business  on  the  subsequent  day.  As  the 
petitioners,  therefore,  were  by  the  act 
placed,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the 
place  of  the  sittinff  member,  and  no. lists 
could  be  demanded  under  these  circum- 
stances from  the  sitting  member,  he  con- 
tended that  no  lists  could,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  or  the  usage  of  the 
bouse,  be  demanded  from  the  petitioners. 
They  were  required  to  defend  the  Sjeat  only 
against  the  other  allegations  of  the  original 
petition,  and  were  not  obliged  to  enter  into 
any  scrutiny  of  objected  votes.  The  house, 
too,  would  do  well  therefore  to  reflect,  as 
to  the  second  question,  respecting  the  time 
now  remaining  for  exchanging,  whzX,  a 
situation  they  would  place  the  petitioners 


in,  if  they  should  caU  upon  them  within 
three  days  from  this  day  to  exchange  lists 
of  a  poll  that  lasted  15  days,  in  a  county 
80  miles  long,  and  in  which  8000  electors 
had  polled.  The  petitioners  too  had  had. 
the  opinion  of  very  eminent,  professional 
characters  to  direct  them  in  the  course 
they  had  taken,  and  the  impression  they 
entertained,  that  they  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  give  or  exchange  lists. 

Mr.  Tiemey  did  not  pretend  to  be  lawyer 
enough  to  determine  how  far  the  opinion 
of  tlie  counsel  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent., 
was  correct ;  but  of  this  he  was  certain, 
that  if  the  house  consulted  its  o^n  honpi^r, 
it  would  not  give  effect  to  the  present  atr 
tempt.  It  was  well  known  a  month  befoi*e. 
Mr.  Fuller  gave  in  his  declaration  in  writ- 
ing, thjSit  he  did  not  intend  to  de&nd  his 
return.  It  was  natural  therefore  for  col. 
Sergison  to  say,  '  Why  should  I  put  my- 
self  to  expence,  or  the  house  to  trouble, 
till  I  see  if  any  other  person  will  under- 
take ,to  defend  the  return  ?  If  the  free- 
holders do  so,  I  know  I  have  30  days 
within  which  to  demand  an  exchange  of 
lists.'  The  effect  of  precluding  col.  S. 
from  this  right,  would  just  amount  to  this; 
that  a  sitting  member,  against  whoni  a 
petition  was  presented^  hact  only  to  allege 
his  resolution  not  to  defend  his  seat;  give 
in  a  declaration  to  that  efiect,  immediately 
before  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  ballot; 
and  prevail  on  a  freeholder  to  step  for- 
ward and  ask  leave  to  defend  the  return ; 
thus  the  petitioner  complaining  of  his  re- 
turn would  no  longer  be  at  liberty  to  attack 
him,  and  the  house  itself  would  be  made 
a  party  to  the  imposture.    ^ 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  thought  the  present  a 
question  of  considerable  importance.  It 
had  occurred  rather  unexpectedly,  and 
therefore,  he  wished  the  debate  on  it  post-^ 
poned  till  to-morrow,  that  gentlemen 
misrht  be  better  prepared  on  the  subject. 

The  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  had  no 
objection  to  indulging  the  hon.  gent,  with 
the  delay  proposed.  As  to  the  point  it- 
self, however,  he  had  no  doubt.  The 
question  was  simply  this ;  shouldxol.Ser- 
gison  stand  in  a  better  situation  now,  than 
if  Mr.  Fuller  were  himself  defending  the 
return  ?  If  Mr.  F.  had  not  declined,  col. 
S.  not  hayinff  in  due  time  applied  ibr  an 
exchange  of  lists,  could  not  afterwards  have 
insisted  on  it. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  and  sir  A.  Piggott  resisted 
the  position  that  the  petitioner  against  a 
sitting  member  was  not,  at  any  time  be- 
fpre  balloting  for  the  committee,  entitled  to 
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aui  exchange  of  lists:  such  exchange  was 
made  partly  for  convenience^  and  partly 
for  the  dispatch  of  business ;  and  even  if 
emitted  to  be  applied  for  in  that  house, 
or  there  revised,  the  committee  had 
a  right  to  inquire  int6  the  legality  of 
Totes>  and  even  to  order  the  exchange  of 
lists ;  they  being  by  their  oaths  re(^uired 
to  declare  the  person  havhig  a  majority  of 
legal  votes  duly  elected,  not  to  exclude 
all  evidence  on  the  subject. — ^Afler  some 
farther  discussion,  the  debate  was  adjourned 
till  to-morrow. 

[Orders  in  Council  in  Ireland.]  Lord 
H.  Petty  begged  to  know  when  it  was  the 
intention  of  ministers  to  bring  in  the  Bill 
for  carrying  iiito  eiiect  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  Fosier  declared,  that  as  the  bill  for 
Ireland  was  to  be  the  same  in  every  re- 
spect with  the  bill  for  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  same  Orders  in  Council  in  this 
country,  he  only  waited  to  know  finally 
what  the  regulations  of  the  bill  for  this 
country  would  be,  in  order  to  bring  for- 
ward the  bill  for  Ireland. 
.  Mr.  THemey  observed,  that  as  the  bill 
was  to  be  founded  on  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  which  had 
passed  some  time  since,  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  delay  in  bringing  1%  forward. 
Whatever  alteration  might  be  made  in  the 
bill  for  this  country,  the  resolution  upon 
which  the  bill  for  Ireland  was  to  be 
brought  in  was  clear,  and  there  was  no 
reason  whatever  for  waiting  for  any 
changes  or  regulations  which  might  be 
made -in  another  measure  in  another  place. 

Mr.  Foster  replied,  that  he  should  un- 
doubtedly bring  forward  the  bill  founded 
oh  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  with  such  provisions 
ana  regulations  as  should  appear  to  him 
most  likely  to  be  effectual  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  to  be  imposed  by  the 
bill. 

The  Chancellor  :(^  the  Exchequer  said  that 
gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  house  were 
anxious  to  bring  in  the  bill  in  question  as 
early  as  possible.  If  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  were  surprised  at  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  doing  so,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  be  equally  surprised 
that  they  should  now  regret  any  delay 
which  took  place — delay  having  hitherto 
been  so  much  their  object. 

Several  gentlemen  rose,  at  once,  and, 
limongst' others^  Mr.  Tierney,  who  proceed- 
ed to  address  the  house,  but  was  called  to 
order  by  the  Speaker,  who  submitted  that 


there  had  been  no  question  for  some  tme 
before  the  house. 

Mr.  Fo&ter  rose,  now  that  this  ooaversa* 
tion  was  finished,  to  move  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee 
on  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Commissioner^ 
of  Enquiry  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Tierney  wished  stiU  to  be  heard  on 
the  former  subject. 

The  l^^eaker  informed  the  hon.  maraber, 
there  was  now  a  question  before  the 
house  on  which  he  might  be  heard. 

Mr.  Tierney  then  observed,  that  he 
should  take  the  opportunity  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  prevented  from  reply- 
ing to  a  personal  observation  made  upon 
him. 

[King's  Message  respecting  Sweden.] 
The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  supply,  and  his  majesty's 
Message  being  reterred  to  the  said  com- 
mittee; 

.  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  as  he 
did  not  expect  that  any  opposition  would 
be  made  to  the  proposition  which  he 
should  have,  the  honour  to  make,  he  did  - 
not  think  it  -  necessary  to  preface  it  with 
many  observations,  tie  should,  therefore,. 
simply  mention  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  subsidy  stipulated  to  be 
granted  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  together 
with  the  grounds  on  which  the  engage* 
ment  had  been  entered  into,  trusting  that 
the  liberality  and  wisdom  of  the  house 
would  enable  his  majesty  to  make  ^ood 
these  engagements.  Tne  fidelity  and 
steadiness  of  the  king  of  Sweden  in  ad- 
hering in  every  circumstance,  and  under 
every  change  of  fortune,  to  his  connection 
with  this  country,  was  matter  of  onivinrsal 
admiration.  It  was  true,  that  the  circnm- 
stance  of  this  fidelity,  exciting  admiration, 
was  not  of  itself  a  sufficient  ground  on 
which  to  grant  pecuniary  assistance.  But 
the  fact  was,  that  the  former  treaty  of 
Subsidy  which  had  for  its  object  the 
defence  of  Pomerania  alone,  expired  as 
soon  as  the  king  of  Sweden  withdrew  his 
force  from  Germany.  The  engagements 
which  it  contained  were  formed  with  a 
view  to  his  co-operation  with  this  coun- 
try and  the  other  powers  of  the  north  of 
Europe  in  that  particular  spot,  and  this 
force  having  been  withdrawn  in  the  month 
of  Oct,  last,  the  arrears  of  subsidy  were 
paid  up,  and  from  that  time  down  to  the 
signing  of  the  late  treaty,  his  Swedish  ma- 
jesty had  neither  asked  nor  received  any 
pecuniary  succours  from  C.Aitam.    In 
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the  kitenral,  a  case  had  arisen  in  which 
his  Swedish  'majesty  had  heen  called  on« 
not  merely  to    conclude  a  peace  with 
Prance,  but  to  join  the  conledpracy  against 
this  country ;  which  proposition  he  had 
not  hesitated  to  reject,  and^  inconsequence 
of  the  rejection  of  this  proposition,  he  was 
now  placed  in  the  situation  of  being  ob- 
liged to  defend  his  own  dominions.    In 
these    circumstances,   this    country^    he 
thought,  was  bound  by  every  considera-' 
tion,  whether  moral  or  political,  to  come 
forward  to  his  aid,  and  trusting  that  upon 
this  general  proposition  there  would  be  no 
d^erence  of  opinion,  he    should  simply 
mate  the  engagements  that  had  been  con- 
tracted.    In  the  greater  number  of  trea- 
ties of  subsidy  which  had  been  contracted 
with  foreign  powers,  the  subsidies  had  be%n 
granted  to  procure  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  such  powers  in  carrying  on  offen- 
sive hostilities  against  the  common  enemy. 
But  in  the  present  case,  certain  pecuniary 
succours  were  stipulated  to  be  granted  to 
a  power  not  for  the  purpose  of  achieving 
conquest,  but  to  enable  that  power  to  de- 
fend its  own  dominions,  which  were  attack- 
ed in  consequence  of  its  steady  attachment 
to  British  interests.     Such  a  treaty  of  sub- 
sidy was  not,  however,  unprecedented  in 
its  nature.    A  similar  subsidy  had  been 
granted  to  the  king  of  Prussia  in  the  7 
years  war.     In  other  treaties  of  subsidy  it 
nad  been  usual  to  stipulate  the  amount  of 
the  foroe  to  be  employed  by  the  power 
subsidisied,  and  the  particular  periods  at 
which  that  force  was  to  be  brought  into 
the  field.    Bdt  in  the  present  case,  as 
well  as  in  the  treaty  of  subsidy  with  the 
king  of  Prussia,  to  which  he  had  just  re- 
ferred, it  had  been  thought  unnecessary  to 
clog  the  treaty  with  any  such  stipulation. 
The'only  difference  there  was  between  the 
present  treaty  and  the  model  on  which  it 
was  formed  was,  that  in  the  present  in- 
stance government  had  reserved  to  itself  a 
power  of  controul,  by  making  it  payable 
in  monthly  instalments,  which  was  not 
reserved  in  the  other,  the  whole  sum  hav- 
ing been  advanced  to  the  king  of  Prussia 
at  once,  leaving  him  to  dispose  of  it  as  he 
judged  proper.  'The  whole  sum  stipulated 
to  l^  advanced  was  1,200,000/. ;  100,000/. 
of  which  had  been  already  advanced  out 
of  the  vote  of  credit  of  la«  year,  he  there- 
fore concluded  with  moving  a  Resolution, 
that  1,100,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majes- 
ty, to  enable  his  majesty  to  fulfil  the  en- 
-  gagements  contracted  with  the  king  of 
Sweden. 


Mr.  Whkktad  rose  for  the  purpose,  not 
of  (^jeclxng  to  a  subsidy  to  the  king  of 
Sweden,  but  of  declaring  his'  sentiments 
respecting    the  actual  situation  of  that 
monarch.    Much  as  headmired  the  fidelity 
of  his  Swedish  aiajeity>  he  did  not  think 
it  superior  to  that  which  had  been  display- 
ed by  Austria ;  and  if  the  kin^  of  Sweden 
was  reduced  to  the  same  situation  in  which 
both  Austria  and  Russia  had  been  reduced, 
by  the  pressure  of  the  war,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  any  in^peachibeat  of  the 
honour  and  character  4if  that  prince,  if  he 
were  to  conclude  a  peace  as  they  had  done. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  wisest  policy 
which  the  king  of  Sweden  could  pufsue  in 
the  present  circumstances,  would  be  t<^ 
conclude  a  peace  with  France.    And  it 
was  highly  important  for  (he  government^ 
of  this  countr^  to  consider,  that  by  of- 
fering him  an  mducement  to  persevere  in 
the  war,  it  might  be  contributing  to  bring 
him  into  a  situation  in  which  he  might  be 
obliged  to  accept  of  terms  of  peace  much 
more  disadvantageous  than  those  he  might 
now  obtain.      He  reprobated  in  strong 
terms  that  article  6f  the  treaty  which  sti« 
pulated  that  the  king  of  Sweden  should 
not  conclude  a  peace,  or  even  a  truce; 
with  his  enemies,  without  the  concurrence 
of  this  country.    Either  this  article  wa^ 
meant  to  be  observed,  in  which  case  it 
might  be  attended  with  ruinous  conse^ 
quences  to  that  monarch ;  or  it  meant 
nothing  at  all;  and  in  l^is  view  he  thought 
it  highly  blanieable  to  bring  such  engage- 
ments into  disrepute,  by  makmg  them 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  being  broken. 
If  it  was  binding  upon  one  party,  it  was 
binding  also  upon  the  other ;  and  would 
the  right  hon,  secretary  contend,  that  if  a 
favourable  opportunity  occurred  for  this 
country's  negotiating  a  peace  with  France, 
and  the  advisers  of  the  king  of  Sweden 
should  object  to  our  availing  ourselves  of 
it,  the  British  government  ought  to  consi- 
der such  an    interference  as    an  insur- 
noountable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  nego- 
tiation ?  A  similar  engagement  was  con- 
tracted in  the  course  of  the  last  war  with' 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  by  which  we  had 
bound  ourselves  not  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  France,  but  upon  the  express  condi- 
tion, that  he  was  to  be  reinstated  in   the 
whole  of  his  dominions.     This  engage- 
ment was  violated  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  thus  had  brought  disgrace  upon  the 
country.     He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
We  had  dieted  wrong  in  concluding  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  but  he  insisted  that  we 
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had  acted  extremely  wrong  in  contracting 
lA    engagement   which    we   were   then 
obliged  to  violate.     Upon  that  article  of 
the  treaty,  which  stipulated,  that  an  aux- 
iliary force  shall  be  sent  to  the  king  of 
Sweden,  he  obseryed,  that  a  rumour  had 
gone  abroad,  that  a  large  force  was  to  be 
sent  by  government  to  the  Baltic,  and  now 
it  was  reported  that  this  expedition  was 
countennanded.     He  did  not  pretend  to 
know  the  intention  of  the  king's  ministers 
upon  this  subject ;  but  the  particular  men- 
tion made  in  the  treaty,  of  the  king  of 
3weden  keeping  his  flotilla  in  readiness  to 
act,  shewed  that  there  had  been  some  idea 
of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  this  country ; 
a  measm*e  from  which  no  good  could  pos- 
sibly result  either  to  him  or  to  U9.     The 
hon.  gent,  next  adverted  to  what  he  con- 
sidered as  a  great  omission  in  the  treaty, 
namely,  that  it  contained  no  stipulation  on 
the  part  of  the  king  of  .Sweden  to  co-ope- 
rate in   giving  ellect  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.    This  omission  he  thought  the 
more  remarkable,  as  the  treaty  concluded 
in  1804  at  Stockholm,  between  this  coun- 
try and  Sweden,  did  contain  certain  .com- 
mercial articles ;  and  he  could  not  con- 
ceivCi  if  hisSwedi^  majesty's  dispositions 
were  such  as  they  had  been  represented, 
why  some  stipulation  of  the  nature  of  that 
to  whicb  he  alluded,  had  not  been  intro- 
duced into  the  present  treaty.     He  was  of 
opinion  also^  that  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter, that  ministers  should  have  applied  to 
the  house  of  commons  from  time  to  time, 
to  enable  them  to  grant  such  pecuniary 
aid  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  circumstances 
might  require>than  to  ask  the  house  to 
TOte  a  large  sum  at  once.    If  an  .Address 
h^  been  moved  to  his  majesty*  he  meant 
to  liave  moved  an  amendment  to  that  Ad- 
dressy  in  the  spirit  of  the  sentiments  which 
he  had  now  expressed ;  but  as  he  under- 
stood, that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
right  hon.  secretary  to  adopt  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  he  had  himself  drawn  up  an 
Address  conformably  to  these  sentiments, 
which  he  should  move  when  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cording his  opinion.    In  this  Address  he 
expressed  his  dbapprobation  of  that  arti- 
cle in  the  treaty  in  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that  the  king  of  Sweden  should  not  con- 
clude a  separate  treaty^  with  France ;  and 
his  surprize  at  the  omission  in  some  stipu- 
lations in  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Sweden> 
to  co-operate  in  giving  eflect  to  the  Orders 
of  Coimcil ;  it  sdso  contained  an  opinion* 
that  it  would  bo  better  to  vote  pecuniary 


succours  from  time  to  time  to  the  kins  of 
Sweden  as  circumstances  might  arise,  tnan 
to  vote  a  large  subsidy  at  once. 

Mr.  Secretary  Camung  put  it  to  the 
house,  whether  it  would  be  liberal  and 
wise  to  dole  out  its  bounty  in  small  and 
illiberal  pittances  as  had  been  proposed 
by  the  hon.  gent,  and  whether  it  was  not 
going  far  enough  to  make  our  assistance 
gradual*  though  it  was  not  also  arbitrarily 
bestowed.  All  that  was  meant  .by  the 
article  in  the,  treaty  by  which  it  was  stipu* 
lated  that  Sweden  should  not  conclude  a 
separate  peace  was,  that  this  should  not  be 
done  without  the  consent  of  the  British, 
government.  And  as  to  the  omission  of  an 
express  stipulation  respecting  carrying  in- 
to efiect  the  Orders  in  Council,  he  said 
that  government  had  not  only  received 
the  most  satiafisM:tDry  asswances  on  this 
head,  but  that  the  Swedish  minister  in  this 
country .  was  to  be  empowered  by  his 
government  to  arrange  the  details  con- 
nected with  this  business,  which  could  be 
more  conveniently  done,  here  than  in 
Sweden, 

Mr.  PoMoniby  was  of  opinipnw  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  given  a 
smn  at  once  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  pro- 
portioned to  bis  claims  upon  this  country, 
than  to  give  him  a  monthly  subsidy,  ;whicn* 
by  inducing  him  to  persevere  in  the  con- 
test, might  lead  eventually  .to  his  ruin^ 
He  had  never  had  but  one  opinion  respect- 
ing the  subsidies  which  this  country  had 
granted  to  the  powers  of  the  continent* 
viz.  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  us 
to  make  a  voluntaiy  sacrifice  of  jK>me  ad- 
vantages* than  to  .have  bestowed  money 
in  inducing  them  to  enter  into,  or  to  per- 
severe in,  a  contest*  the  invariable  resist 
of  which  had  been  to  promote  the  {Aggran- 
dizement of  France.  The  wisest  thing 
which  ministers  could  do  in  the  present 
circumstances*  was  to^vise  the  king  of 
Sweden  to  make  peace  with  France  assopn 
as. possible:  tor  even  supposing*  that  in 
consequence  of  this  event*  that  power 
should  be  compelled  to  join  the  confede- 
racy against  us,  her  co-operation  would 
be  feeble  and  reluctant,  and  therefore, 
much  less  formidable  to  this  country*  than 
after  France  and  Russia  shall  have  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  possession  pf  all  her 
means*  and  be  thus  enabled  to  employ 
them  as  they  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  the  present 
treaty  was  intended  to  enable  Sweden  to 
defejid  herself*  not  by  any  instigation  df 
ours*  but*  from  a  sense  of  the  fidelity  and 
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attachment  which  she  had  uniformly  shewn 
to  this  country  throughout  the  war,  to 
assist  her  to  make  the  best  struggle  in  her 
power  to  extricate  herself  from^  the  state 
into  which  she  had  fallen^  from  the  cir- 
cumstances and  events  of  the  war,  without 
any  responsibility  of  ours. 

Mr.  Ponsonbj/  said,  he  was  glad  to  hear 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  allowed  Sweden 
was  brought  into  her  present  situation  not 
by  any  persuasion  of  ours,  but  by  the 
events  of  the  war :  she  had,  therefore,  no 
call  on  us.  He  was  happy  to  find  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  in  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  any  wish  to  induce  Swe- 
den to  make  an  obstinate  resistance. 

The  Secretary  at  War  cited  the  case  of 
Portugal,  to  prove  that  no  purchased  peace 
could  afibrd  security  against  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  France.  Portugal  had  re- 
peatedly purchased  her  neutrality,  yet 
after  all  that  country  was  seized  and  sub- 
dued by  Buonaparte.  As  long  as  Sweden 
could  aefend  herself,  it  was  an  advantage 
to  G.  Britain  as  well  as  to  herself  to  enable 
her  to  hold  out. 

Lord  H,  Petty  wished  the  money  to  be 
given  to^his  majesty's  ministers  m  the 
shape  of  a  vote  of  credit,  to  be  by  them 
applied  according  as  they  should  find  it 
necessary  and  proper  to  make  the  advances. 
The  right  of  either  party  to  make  peace, 
ought  to  have  been  kept  perfectly  free. 
If  the  Orders  in  Council  were  to  be  the 
law,  it  viras  essential  to  take  the  best  mea- 
sures for  their  complete  execution.  He 
had  great  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  this 
money  was  advanced  to  Sweden  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  herself  and 
procuring  peace,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  useless  and  destructive  wars. 
.  The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  said,  it 
seemed  to  faim  that  which  way  soever 
ministers  had  made  the  treaty,  they  would 
have  been  equally  unlikely  to  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  the  hon.  gentlemen 
oppaske ;  for  they  all  diilered  in  opinion 
with  each  other.  The  first  hon.  gent, 
thought  it  better  to  keep  the  money  under 
the  controul  of  parliameii;t.  The  second 
was  for  granting  it  all  at  once  to  buy  a 
peace  ;  and  the  noble  lord  came  in  be- 
tween these  two  extremes,  and  wished  to 
hav«  it  as  a  vote  of  credit.  In  one  part 
of  the  argument,  they  had  contended,  that 
Sweden  could  not  make  any  effectual 
struggle,  but  must  be  compelled  to  make 
peace ;  and  in  another  they  insisted,  that 
if  we  wished  to  make  peace,  Sweden  might 
refuse  to  do  so,  and  reproach  us  for  at- 


tempting such  a  measure  without  her  con- 
sent. He  thought  the  very  able  and  ample 
manner  in  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
explained  the  subject,  was  a  sufficient  elu- 
cidation of  it,  and  was  convinced  ministers 
were  not  likely  to  have  obtained  the  entire 
acquiescence  of  the  hon.  e^entlemen  oppo* 
site,  let  them  have  acted  how  they  would. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  that  as  this  wa^ 
a  bare  treaty  of  subsidy,  there  ought  not 
to  be  tacked  to  it  any  stipulations  about 
binding  this  country  not  to  cbnclude  peace 
but  in  concert  with  Sweden.  He  thought^ 
at  all  events,  that  at  the  same  time  that 
those  political  negociations  were  going 
foi-ward,  there  ought  to  have  been  a  con- 
vention for  arranging  commercial  objects. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  receivcid  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  in<>ved  the  follow-* 
fng  Address,  which  was  negatived  without 
a  division :  viz. ''  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  humbly  to 
represent  to  his  majesty,  that  hh  faithful 
commons,  always  desirous  of  supporting 
the  dignity  of  his  majesty^s  crovm,  and 
the  faith  of  engagements  contracted  by 
his  majesty  with  foreign  powers,  will  make 
good  the  Subsidy  granted  by  his  majesty 
to  the  king  of  Sweden.  Nevertheless,  his 
majesty's  faithful  commons  feel  it  to*be 
their  duty,  to  represent  to  his  majesty, 
that  in  the  present  state  of  the  contest  with 
his  majesty's  enemies,  his  faithful  commons 
would  have  been  better  satisfied  to  have 
answered  such  calls  for  pecuniary  aid  as 
his  majesty  might  have  thought  expedient 
to  make  upon  this  house,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  king  of  Sweden,  under 
such  exigences  as  his  fidelity  to  G.  Britain 
may  bring  upon  him,  rather  than  to  make 
any^  grant  Resulting  from  tl^e  terms  of  a. 
specific  convention.  Humbly«to  represent 
to  his  majesty,  that  his  faithful  commons 
have  seen,  with  great  concern,  by  the  3d 
Article  of  the  Convention  with  the  king  of 
Sweden,  which  his  majesty  has  been  most 
graciously  pleased  to  direct  should  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  this  house,  that  hisina-^ 
jesty  has  bound  himself  '  not  to  conclude- 
any  peace  or  truce,  or  convention  of  neu- 
trality with  the  enemy,  except  in  concert 
and  by  mutual  agreement  with  the  king  of 
Sweden.'  A  species  of  engagement, 
which,  as  it  appears  to.  his  majesty's  faith •* 
ful  commons,  ought  never  to  be  oBtered' 
into  excepting  upon  the  most  mature  de- 
liberation, and  when  the  relative  situation 
of  the  contracting  parties  is  far.  diflerent 
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from  Ifaat  in  which  6.  Britain  and  Sweden 
DOW  stand.  That  the  experience  of  such 
contracts,  made  in  the  course  of  the  late 
war  with  France,  tend  to  prove  that  they 
cannot  be  binding  on  the  .weaker  of  the 
two  contracting  parlies,  because  no  man- 
ner of  obligation  can  bind  a  state  40  its 
utter  ruin ;  and  in  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  Sweden  now  stands,  it  appears  to 
this  house,  but  too  probable,  that  all  the 
efibrts  of  his  majesty  may  not  be  sufficient 
to  preserve  her  from  submission  to  her 

.  enemies,  whilst^  on  the  other  hand,  the 
perseverance  of  Sweden  in  the  contest,  can 
in  no  way  be  beneficial  to  G.  Britain,  and 
the  articte  in  question  may  throw  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  negociation  for  the  re- 
storation of  the  blessings  of  peace. — ^To  re- 
present to  his  majesty  the  surprize  of  this 

.  house,  at  not  finding  in  the  Treaty  sub- 
mitted to  its  consideration,  any  Article  of 
Commercial  Regulation  between  the  twc^ 
countries.  His  majesty's  ministers  having 
represented  to  this  house,  that  the  best 
ho^e  of  success,  in  the  present  contest, 
depended  up(m  certain  measures  afiecting 
the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  which 
are  manifestly  and  avowedly  impractica- 
ble without  the  co-operation  of  Sweden. 
It  was-  natural  to  expect,  that  at  a  time 
when  Sweden  is  to  be  defended  with  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  G.  Britain,  some  sti- 
pulation should  have  been  required  from 
ner,  that  she  would  not  render  totally  in- 
eifectual  the  measure  which  his  majesty's 
ministers  have  repeatedly  declared  to  be 
most  efficacious,  now  remaining  to  be  used 
against  France. — That  his  majesty's  faith- 
ful commons  are  the  more  disappointed  at 
this  omission  in  the  present  Treaty,  be- 
cause by -the  5th  Article  of  the  Secret 
Convention  entered  into  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  signed 
at  Stockholm  on  the  3d  of  Dec.  1804,  it 
appears  that  commercial  arrangements  had 
become  matter  of  discussion  between  the 
two  powers,  and  that '  New  points,  where- 
by the  commercial  interests  of  the  tw« 
countries  might  be  more  closely  connected, 
were  reserved  for  a  particular  act.'-r~In 
these  circumstances  his  majesty's  faithful 
commons  do  freely  grant  to  his  majesty 
the  supply  necessary  to  make  good  the 
promise  of  his  majesty's  royal  word,  but 
at  the  same  time  they  deeply  lament,  that 
such  engagements  should  have  been  en- 
tered into  as  maV  tend  to  embarrass  this 
country  in  negociation :  and,  that  stipula- 
tions are  altogether  left  out,  the  omission 
of  which  may  defeat  ^e  means  now  relied 


upon  by  his  majesty's  mmisters  for  the 
successnil  prosecution  of  the  war." 

[Jesuits'  Baek  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  £xchequer  having  moved  that  the 
house  should  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee on  this  bill, 

Mr.  IVhitbread  repeated  his  objections  to 
the  bill,  which  he  characterised  as  a  most 
abominable  measure,  calculated  only  to 
hold  the  country  up  to  universal  execra- 
tion. It  was  the  nrst  attempt  to  put  on 
the  statute  book  any  of  those  ideas  which 
evidently  shewed  that  the  moral  character 
of  England  had  been  gradually  deteriorat- 
ing. Qne  of  those  ideas  was  that  infam- 
ous one,  some  time  ago  so  prevalent,  that 
in  ca^e  of  invasion  no  quarter  should  be 
given  to  the  French  troops,  but  that  they 
should  be  all  massacred,  or  confined  for 
life  to  work  in  mines  and  coal  pits.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was,  like  the  old  one  of 
'  hedging  in  the  cuckoo,'  impossible. 
Great  quantities  of  bark  were  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  he  read  a  Parisian  price  cur- 
rent, to  shew  that  bark  was  much  lower 
in  price  there  than  what  had  been  stated. 
There  were,  in  this  country,  above  a  mil- 
lion of  pounds  of  bark,  which,  in  another 
sense  of  the  word,  had  become  a  mere 
'  drug,'  and  it  was  impossible  to  sell  it  on 
any  terms  whatever.  This  bark  had  been 
imported  under  licenses  from  government. 
Several  persons  had  invested  their  whole 
property  in  this  article,  and  had,  in  his 
opinion,  a  right  to  call  on  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  require  that  the  public  should 
take  it  all  into  their  hands.  Were  they 
to  be  consumed  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  vengeance  of  the 
country  ?  Were  they  to  be  treated  as  * 
shells,  the  explosion  of  which  involved 
their  own  destruction  ?  The  bill  united  in 
itself  detestable  cruelty  with  absurd  folly. 
He  therefore  opposed  the  Speaker's  leav- 
ing the  chair. 

Sir  C.  Price  defaided  the  policy  of  the 
measure,  and  contended  that  it  was  per- 
fectly justifiable  as  a  mode  of  warfare. 
To  his  certain  knowledge,  yellow  bark 
had  been  purchased  in  London  at  10s. 
per  lb.  and  after  having  paid  SO  per  cent, 
insurance  had  sold  for  a  considerable  pro- 
fit in  France.  The  withholding  of  this 
article  must  give  a  facility  to  the  intro- 
duction of  our  manufiictures,  and  in  this 
point  of  view  the  measure  was  most  hu^ 
mane,  as  it  tended  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  our  manufacturers. ,  The  opposition  to 
this  measure  was  part  of  that  systematic 
plan  of  thwarting  the  measures  of  govern* 
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ment,  so  undeviatingly  pursued  by  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  who,  in  addition 
to  their  proceedings  in  the  house,  had,  by 
letters  and  otherwise,  instigated  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions  for  peace. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  asked  by  what  right 
the  hon.  aldermen  accused  any  member 
t)f  a  disposition  to  thwart  the  measures  of 
government.  Such  an  insinuation  should 
never  deter  him  ^rom  expressing  his  senti- 
ments on  any  bill  that  might  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  house.  This 
bill  contained  a  proposition  most  degrad- 
ing to  the  country,  namely,  to  carry  'our 
hostility  into  the  chambers  of  the  sick. 
He  denied  that  any  attempt  had  been 
made  on  his  side  of  the  house  to  promote 
petitions  for  peace ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
had  discouraged  such  petitions. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  entered 
into  a  general  defence  of  the  bill,  which 
.he  contended  was  not  mpre  devoid  of 
humanity,  than  the  bill  for  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  cotton  wool,  or  any 
other  measure  which  must  operate  in  the 
iii*st  instance  most  heavily  upon  the  poor 
of  the  enemies  country,  and  only  circuit- 
ously  on  the  government  whom  it  was 
most  desirable  to  affect.  He  repeated, 
that  the  evils  would  not  be  attributable 
to  this  country,  for  that  the  French  govern- 
ment would  always  have  it  in  their  power 
to  remove  them  by  pursuing  a  reasonable 
line  of  conduct. 

Mr.  W,  Smiih  argued  against  the  bill, 
which  he  contended  would  extend  those 
evils  by  which  war  was  rendered  so  hor- 
rible, and  would  tend  to  re -plunge  the 
world  into  a  state  of  barbarism. 

Sir  W.  Elford  defended  the  bill.  The 
principle  on  which  it  had  been  opposed 
went  to  this  length,  that  we  ought  to  turn 
bur  aitillery  from  the  enemy,  for  a  bullet 
w^s  at  least  as  fetal  as  a  dysentery.  We 
had  a  right  to  use  every  means  by  which 
the  government  of  a  hostile  country  might 
be  induced  to  conclude  a  reasonable  peace. 

Mr.  S.  Lushmgton  said,  that  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill  met  with  his  most  severe  re- 
probation. It  would  have  been  better  to 
have  withheld  from  the  French  the  cloath- 
ing  which  it  was  well  known  they  had  ob- 
tained from  this  country.' 

Mr.  Gordon  defended  the  bill.  -  There 
was  at  present  a  depot  of  bark  in  this 
country  equal  to  the  consumption  of  3 
years ;  and  he  was  convinced  that  France* 
and  the  other  nations  of  the  continent, 
must  eventaally  resort  to  us  for  a  supply 
of  that  article. 

VOL.X. 


After  some  further  discussion  the  house 
then  divided.  For  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  chair  92 ;  Against  it  29 ;  Majority  63. 
The  bill  then  passed  through  a  committee. 

[Resolution  approving  the  Conduct 
OF  THE  Speaker.]  Mr.  Secretary  Canning 
wished,  before  the  house  rose,  to  put  a 
question  to  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Tier- 
ney)  on  the  opposite  bench.  Feeling,  as 
he  was  persuaded  the  house  also  did,  a 
very  great  interest  in  every  thing  which 
related  to  the  conduct  of  the  person  who 
filled  the  Chair,  and  discharged  its  very 
ardqous  duties  so  highly  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, he  could  not  reconcile  it, to  those 
feelings  to  halve  that  conduct  arraigned, 
without — 

Mr.  Tiem^  said,  he  rose  to  order,  and 
observed  that  there  ,wa8  no  question  be- 
fore the  house. 

Mr.  Canning  contended,  that  by  the 
pi*actice  of  the  house  he  was  entitled  to 
put  the  question  he  intended.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  right  hon. 
gent,  in  consequence  of  what  had  occurred 
in  an  early  stage  of  the  sitting  proposed 
to  give  notice  of  any  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject? 

Mr.  Tiemey  avowed  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention in  future  to  prevent  that  species  of 
debate  which  was  called  conversation,  un- 
less there  was  some  specific  motion  be- 
fore the  house,  or  some  understanding 
established  as  to  the  latitude  which  should 
be  allowed  in  it.  He  had  felt  the  incon- 
venience of  being  interrupted,  at  d  mo- 
ment when  he  was  extremely  anxious  to 
rescue  himself  from  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency. The  attacks  made  upon  him 
in  that  house  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  in 
perfect  good  humour,  no  doubt,  he  could 
have  well  passed  by ;  but  he  felt  some 
solicitude  to  obviate  the  impression  which 
they  might  make  out  of  doors,  if  they 
were  allowed  to  go  unrefuted.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  make  any  motion  on 
the  subject,  but  to  avail  himself  of  his 
privilege,  as  a  member  of  that  house,  and 
take  the  remedy  into  his  own  hands. 

The  Chancellor  (tfthe  Exchequer  detailed 
the  circumstances  attending  the  conver- 
sation, and  inferred  that  the  irregularity 
commenced  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  s 
observations  oh  what  he"  termed  the  in- 
consistency of  his  majesty's  ministers.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  retaliate  the  charge, 
and  here  the  conversation  was  stopped,  and 
he  conceived  properly  stoppecf,  by  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Secretary  Omnmg  obser^d,  that  a 
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conversation  of  that  kind  became  irregu- 
lar as  soon  as  it  was  forinally  taken  notice 
of.  By  the  observation  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Foster),  who  had  said^  that 
'  the  conversation  being  at  ap  end,  he 
would  move,  &c.'  that  notice  had  been 
taken)  and  the  Speaker,  in  the  impartial 
prosecution  of  his  duty,  was  compelled  to 
prevent  the  right  hon,  gent,  from^proceed- 

Lord  if.  Petty  maintained  that  his  right 
hon.  friend,  by  a  rigorous  exercise  of  the 
orders  of  the  house,  had  been  deprived  of 
an  opportunity  of  refuting  a  charge  pre^ 
ferred  against  him. 

The  Speaker  addressed  the  house  nearly 
in  the  following  terms : — My  conduct 
having  been  brought  beibre  the  judgment 
of  the  hoiise^  accompanied  with  no  indis- 
tinct charge  of  partiality,  I  trust  I  shall 
be  excused  for  offering  a  few  words  to  the 
house  on  the  subject.  It  has  ever  been 
the  usage  of  the  house,  and  it  has  been 
found  a  most  convenient  usage,  to  permit 
questions  to  be  asked,  tending  to  facilitate 
tne  arrangement  of  business.  An  occur- 
rence of  this  nature  took  place  this  day. 
The  noble  lord  jaut  a  question  to  a  right 
hon.  gent,  to  which  question  an  answer 
was  given.  A  right  hon.  gent,  then  rose> 
whose  knowledge  of  the  forms  and  cus- 
toms of  the  house  induced  me  to  presume, 
that  he  would  not  pass  beyond  the  limits 
which  the  occasion  pres(;ribed.  I  find  no 
ditficulty  in  saying,  more  especially  as 
that  right  hon.  gent,  has  himself  made  the 
acknowledgment,  that  before  the  termi- 
nation of  his  address,  he  did  pass  those 
limits.  The  language  which  that  right 
honourable  gent,  used  called  up  a  right 
hon.  gent,  on  the  opposite  side,  who  re- 
plied to  him.  At  that  moment  several 
hon.  members  rose.  Had  that  which  then 
took  place  not  occurred,  I  firankly  state  I 
should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  put  an 
end  to  the  conversation  ;  but  when  one  of 
the  hon.  gentlemen  who  rose  distinctly 
spoke  of  the  conversation,  no  choice  was 
lefl  me  on  the  subject.  I  therefore  inter- 
rupted the  conversatioi),  and  on  proceed- 
ing to  read  the  orders  of  the  day,  a  ques- 
tion being  open,  the  right  hon.  gent,  rose 
in  his  place,  and  declared  that  which  he 
had  just  stated.  This  was  t;he  proceeding 
as  accurately  as  I  can  relate  it  to  the 
house.  I  appeal  to  their  judgment  whe- 
ther my  conduct  is  liable  to  the  charge  of 
partiality.  It  may  be  so,  but. if  it  is  I 
own  I  am  not  conscious  of  it.  Having 
been  fom-  times  raised  by  the  free  choice 


of  the  house  to  the  Chair  which  I  now  oc« 
cupy ,  and  in  which  I  have  sat  for  7  yeai*s,  I 
have  the  consolation  to  reflect,  that  this  is 
the  first  time  that  any  imputation  of  ^ach 
a  nature  has  been  ascribed  to  me.  I  hope 
that  as  long  as  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
house  that  I  should  occupy  the  honourably 
situation  which  I  now  hold,  I  may  remain 
free  from  such  an  imputation.  .  It  i&  for 
the  house  to  judge  whether  I  am  so  free 
or  not ;  and  it  is  tor  the^  house  to  declare 
whether  they  will  in  future  allow  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  usage  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  present  occurrence.  When  I 
am  instructed  what  is  their  pleasure,  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  conform  to  those  in.- 
structions,  and  to  enforce  obedience  tQ 
them,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other  orders  of 
the  house.  The  house  will,  I  am  sur^ 
pardon  me  for  detaining  their  attention  so 
long  on  a  subject  which  I  own  has  deeply 
pained  m,e,  although  I  am  not  conscious 
in  the  course  which  I  have  pursued,  of 
having  deservedly  incurred  the  censure 
bestowed  on  me. — [Loud  and  reiterated 
cries  from  all  parts  of  the  house  of  hear  ! 
hear!] 

Mr.  Secretary  Coming  thought  the  disr 
cussion  would  not  be  satisfactorily  teimi- 
nated,  unless  the  house  came  to  some  de<- 
claration  of  their  opinion.  He  rose,  there*- 
fore,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  re- 
solution expressive  of  the  high  sense  which 
the  house  entertained  of  the  services  of 
the  right  hon.  gent  who  filled  the  Chair. 
They  were  all  witnesses  to  the  ability  and 
impartiality  with  which  he  discharged  the 
arduous  duties  appertaining  to  it,  in  times 
of  as  violent  contentions  of  parties  anjl 
turbulent  debate  as  had  ever  occurred  in 
that  house.  The  right  hoUf  gent,  con- 
cluded with  moving  "  That  this  house  does 
highly  approve  of  the  upright,  able,  and 
impartial  conduct  of  the  right  hpn,  C. 
Abbot  in  the  Chair  of  this  house.'' 

The  Speaker  having  put  tl^e  affirmatiyp 
of  the  question  in  a  very  low  tone  of 
voice,  and  obviously  much  agitated,  was 
answered  by  a  vehement,  burst  of  Aye 
from  all  sides  of  the  house.  When  he  was 
about  to  put  the  negative  brancl^.of  the 
proposition, 

Mr.  Tiemey  rose  and  said,  t^^t  as  an 
independent  member  of  parliainent,  and 
anxious  to  preserve  the  privileges  of  the 
British  parlian^ent,  he  felt  himself  bpupd 
in  honour  to  say  '  No/ 

The  Eesolt^tioii  was  t^en  carri^4  a^  if 
by  acclamation  5  Mr-  Tiera^y  being,  tbp 
only  dissenting  voice. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thunday,  March  17. 

[Cold  Bath  Fields  Prison.]  Mr. 
tSiinner  wished  to  know,  whether  it  was 
the  intentfon  of  thfe  right  hon.  geht.'  to 
fotiQc)  any  proceeding  upon  the  petition 
^hich  he  had  presented  to  the  house; 
because  if  such  was  his  intention,  he  would 
not  take  the  business  out  of  his  hands. 

Mr.  Shendan  said,  that  he  had  stated, 
Wheti  the  petition  was  presented,  that  it 
t^as  his  wish  that  some  enquiry  should  be 
instituted  into  the  grievances  complained 
df  in  the  petition,  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
mient,  and  that  if  some  remedy  was  not 
Speedily  applied  to  these  grievances  by 
fhem,  he  should  submit  some  proposition 
bn  the  subject  to  the  house.  For  this 
purpose  he  wished  to  give  a  reasonable 
time  to  ministers  to  soggest  some  remedial 
fiieasure.  But,  after  what  had  happened 
im  a  former  occasion,  he  had  no  great 
hopes  from  that  quarter,  and  if  nothing 
Mf9S  proposed  by  them  in  the  interval,  he 
^hbdld  bring  forward  some  specific  pro- 
position upon  the  subject  in  the  course  of 
next  week. 

Mr.  Sumner  had  the  fullest  confidence 
hi  the  government,  and  was  sure  the  mem- 
bers for  Middlesex  would  not  lose  sight 
Af  a  matter  that  called  so  particularly  for 
their  attention.  But  the  character  of  the 
magistrates  of  that  cotlnty  was  involved, 
and  his  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  these  re- 
ipectable  men,  could  not  give  way  to  his 
deference  for  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever. He  questioned  whether  any  steps 
that  would  be  privately  taken  by  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  would  satisfy  the  op- 
poisitlon.  He  thought  it  extraordinary 
that  the  petitioners,  passing  by  the  regular 
and  proper  modes  of  addressing  their  re- 
presentations to  the  magistrates  at  the 
quarter  sessions,  to  the  magistrates  who 
lormed  the  jail  committee,  and  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state  for  the  home  department, 
had  come  in  the  first  instance  to  parlia- 
ment. He  could  attribute  such  a  pro- 
ceeding to  no  other  motive  than  a  desire 
to  obtain*  a  bad  popularity,  by  exciting 
public  clamdur  to  the  injury  of  the  cha- 
racifeTs  of  otiiers.  Though  the  result  of 
Whatever  investigation  should  take  phuee 
WcncAd,  hie  Was  well  satisfied,  be  very  far 
frbm  substantiating  the  charges  made,  the 
petitton  wouM  yet  remain  on  the  journals 
in  eternal  libel  on  the  magistrates  of  Mid- 
dl(^x.    He  advertedto  th^  fbnmr  hiqiury 


ihto  alledged  abuses  in  the  Cold  BathTields 
Prison,  by  commissioners  appointed  under 
tihe  sign  manual.  Though,  irom  the  cha- 
racter of  those  commissioners,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  they  executed  their  trust 
faithfully,  yet,  by  their  being  appointed 
by  the  crown,  a  sort  of  prejudice  and  dis- 
satisfaction had  always  existed  with  re- 
spect to  their  report,  among  the  common 
people,  whom  it  was  most  essential  to  sa- 
tisfy on  this  head.  To  guard  against  that 
evil  consequence  in  the  present  iii^ance^ 
he  intended  to  move  to  re^er  the  petition, 
and  the  matters  connected  with  it,  to  a 
parliamentary  conimittee,  to  sit  up  flilairs. 
Looking  t6  the  investigation  which  this 
committee  would  make,  he  would  tnak« 
no  observation  now  on  the  matters  charged 
in  the  petition ;  but  with  a  view  to  th^ 
further  information  of  gentlemen,  he 
would  move,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  visiting 
magistrates  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Sheriff 
Phillips  arid  Alexander  Stephens,  with  re- 
spect to  the  use  of  false  weights  and  the 
distribution  of  light  bread,  and  other 
abuses  in  the  Cold  Bath  Fields  Prison." 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
wish  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
a  thorough  investigation  of  the  grounds  of 
complaint  stated  in  the  petition,  though 
he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  acquiesce  in 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had 
just  sat  down.  The  right  hon.  gent,  who 
presented  the  petition,  had  intimated  his 
intention  to  wait  till  he  saw  what  steps 
were  adopted  by  the  executive  govern- 
ment; and  he  had  now  to  state  that  a 
commission  was  preparing,  in  which  all 
the  persons,  now  alive,  who  had  been  on 
the  former  commission,  would  be  re -ap- 
pointed, and  such  names  added,  as  he  was 
sure,  from  their  respectability,  would  give 
satisfaction  both  to  the  house  and  the 
public. 

Sir  JP.  Burdktt  confessed,  that  he  stood 
in  the  predicament  of  difibring  in  senti- 
Aient  wifh  all  tho£e  who  had  spoken  upon 
the  subject.  In  the  first  place,  he  pro- 
tested against  the  doctrine  of  leaving  the 
grievances  of  the  people  to  be  redressed 
by  what  one  hon.  gent,  had  pompously 
denominated  '  his  majestv^s  government^* 
or  in  other  words,  by  the  administration 
of  the  day.  -  The  hon.  gent,  who  had 
brought  forward  the  present  motion,  seem- 
ed te  entertain  the  most  perverse  notions 
of  .the  nelture  of  the  petitipn,  which  it  wag 
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possible  to  enter  into  the  head  of  man.  A 
petition  presented  to  that  house  praying 
for  a  redress  of  grievances  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  he  had  construed  into  a  charge 
against  the  magistrates  of  the  county; 
and  the  only  reason  he  adduced  for  inquir- 
ing into  the  matter  of  the  petition,  was  the 
vindication  of  the  characters  of  the  ma- 
gistrates. He  contended,  on  the  contrary, 
uiat  the  petition  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  characters  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
county,  and  if  any  of  the  magistrates  were 
implicated,  it  was  the  committee  at  the 
bead  of  which  was  Mr.  Mainwaring,  and 
whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend  the  due 
execution  of  the  regulations  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  prison.  He  was  con- 
vinced, that  if  the  house  of  commons  did 
not  appoint  a  committee  of  their  own 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  com- 
plaints •  of  the  petition,  neither  the  petti- 
tioners  nor  the  country  would  be  satis- 
fied. The  hon.  gent,  had  thought  fit  to 
attribute  improper  motives  to.  the  petition- 
ers, because  they,  bad  not  addressed  them- 
selves to  the  secretary  of  state  before  ap- 
^  plying  to  that  bo^se,  but  he  thought  that 
the  business  had  been  quite  long  enough  in 
the  hands  of  government.  It  was  first 
brought  fbi-ward  in  1799,  since  which  no- 
thing had  been  done  to  redress  the  griev- 
ances complained  of,  and  he  did  not  won- 
der that  those  who  were  subjected  to  them 
despaired  of  obtaining  any  relief  from 
that  quarter.  Neither  was  he  astonished  at 
the  objections  which  had  been  started  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  the 
bouse  of  commons  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  aware  as  he  must  be,  of 
what  would  be '  the  result  of  a  public  in- 
vestigation. Restricted  as  were  the  powers 
of  the  former  commission,  because  it  had 
no  authority  to  make  retrospective  inquiry, 
and  notwithstanding  the  long  warning  and 
time  which  had  been  given  to  the  gaoler  to 
prepare  for  their  inquiry,  it  appeared  from 
the  report  then  made,  that  he  had  set  at 
nought  the  regulations  of  the  magistrates, 
and  the  authority  of  the  laws.  And  by 
the  late  report  of  the  members  of  the  grand 
jury,  it  appeared,  that  the  prison  weights 
were  short  of  the  legal  standard ;  that  in- 
,  nocent  men  were  confined  in  irons ;  that 
the  gaoler  was  in  the  habit  of  whipping  and 
beating  the  prisoners  by  his  own  autho- 
rity ;  that  he  was  hi  the  nabit  of  borrowing 
money,  and  accepting  bribes  firom  the  pri- 
soners; or,  as  the  report  expressed  it,  that 
the  pnsoners  had  found  out  the  secret  of 
guitiiig  their  proposals  to  the  wants  of  the 


governor.  He  had  reason  to  think,  that  the 
governor's  daughters  also  were  sometime* 
tempted  beyond  their  power  to  resist. 
These  were  the  least  enormous  of  the  facts 
that  would  come  out  on  the  investiga- 
tion. He  hoped  that  the  conduct  of  the 
inquiry  would  not  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
brought  forward  the  business ;  but  above 
all,  he  hoped  that  the  importance  of  mak- 
ing a  most  complete  and  satisfietctory  in-, 
vestigation  would  be  felt. 

Mr.  Sfieridanihonghi  the  proceedings  of 
the  hon.  gent,  who  brought  forward  the 
motion,  the  most  extraordinary  he  had 
ever  witnessed.'  The  hon.  gent,  on  rising 
asked  him  whether  he  meant  to  bring  for- 
ward any  motion  upon  the  subject  of  the 
petitiop  which  he  had  presented  some 
time  ago  ?  .He  had  replied,  that  it  was  hia 
intention  to  make  a  proposition  on  the 
subject  in  the  course  of  next  week ;  but 
instead,  on  that  account,  of  waving  his. 
motion  on  this  evening,  as  he  expected,  he 
had  now  made  precisely  that  motion  which 
he  intended  then  to  submit  to  the  house. 
Mr.  Sheridan  avowed  that  he  was  by  no 
means  fond  of  an  inquiry  into  public 
grievances  being  conducted  by  a  commis- 
sion acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
king's  sign  manual.  He  had  no  objections 
to  the  characters  of  those  who  had  acted 
uuder  the  former  commission;  but  they 
had  not  sufficient  .powers,  and  what  was 
worse,  the  result  of  that  inquiry  shewed 
that  the  same  attention  was  not  paid  to 
such  a  commission  as  was  usually  paid  to 
the  report  of  a  parliamentary  committee ;. 
for  certainly,  upon  the  face  even  of  that 
report,  there  were  sufficient  grounds  for 
the  removal  of  governor  Aris  from  this 
office.  He  was  by  no  means  sure,  there- 
fore, that  the  petitioners  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  appointment  of  another  commis- 
sion under  the  king's  sisn  manual,  from 
which  so  little  advantageliad  accrued  in  a 
former  instance.  He  should,  however, 
make  it  his  business  to  inquire,  whether 
they  would  be  satisfied  with  such  a  pro** 
ceeding,  or  not }  aiid  if  they  were  not,  he 
should  still  follow  up  his  original  intention 
of  submitting  a  motion  to  the  house  in  the 
course  of  next  week.  He  had  no  objection 
in  the  mean  time,  that  the  paper  moved  foe 
by  the  hon.  sent  should  be  produced  ^  but 
he  mentioned  a  circumstance,  to  show  how 
little  weight  any  representation  from  the 
magistrates  ought  to  have  in  circumstances 
like  the  present..  A  poor  girl  had  brought 
a  charge  against  a  lawyer  for  a  rape ;  &u 
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person  contrived  by  giving  money,  or  by 
some  other  means  of  influence  with  the  go- 
yernorj  to  get  his  accuser  immured  in  a 
cold;  damp  cell,  in  which  she  was  so  scan- 
tily fed  on  bread  and  water,  that  when  she 
came  forward  to.  give  her  evidence  in 
court,  she  could  neither  speak  nor  stand. 
And  the  magistrates,  after  inquiring  into 
the  circumstances^  had  drawn  up  a  repre- 
sentation, to  which  16  signed  their  names, 
that  the  lather  of  the  girl  was  a, poor 
button- maker,  and  that  it  was  impossible 
that  she  could  have  been  worse  fed  in 
prison  than  she  would  have  been  at 
home  ! 

Mr.  Mellish  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  the  report  moved  for  was  said  to  cor- 
rdboratethe  allegations  of  the  petition. 
It,  on  the  contrary,  contradicted  them, 
both  as  to  the  getting  the  woman  with 
child  in  the  prison,  and  as  to  -  the  weight 
of  the  bread.  He  preferred  a  committee 
of  the  house  to  a  commission  by  govern- 
ment, because,  he  frankly  owned,  that  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Sunmcr  repeated  his  desire  to  have 
a  parliamentary  committee  in  the  hrst  in- 
stance, and  proposed  to  read  a  list,  which 
his  hon.  friend  would  find  to  be  candidly 
formed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  to  propose  a  list  of 
his  own.  In  addition  to  the  other  cases 
of  abuse,  he  would  mention  that  of  a  fo- 
reigner, who  was  insane,  and  who  had 
been  beaten  and  confined  to  a  cell. 

Mr.  Mellish  said,  this  foreigner,  who  was 
committed  to  prison  for  being  a  spy,  was 
not  confined  to  a  cell,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  suspect  that  his  derangement  was 
counterfeited. 

.Mr.  C.  Wynne  could  say  nothing  as  to 
the  treatment  of  that  foreigner,  bu£  his 
commitment  was  perfectly  just  and  pro- 
per ;  and  it  was  necessary  he  should  not 
leave  this  country,  as  he  had  information 
that  would  affect  the  lives  of  others. 

Sir  F.  Bwrdett  said,  that  he  could  not 
go  the  length  of  owning,  that  he  should 
'  be  perfectly  satisfied  though  the  report 
of  the  present  state  of  the  prison  should 
be  favourable,  for  he  could  not  forget  that 
Aris  himself  had  confessed,  that  he  had 
borrowed  money  of  his  prisoners,  beat 
them,  whipped  them,  and  taken  bribes 
from  them.  There  was  something  mys- 
terious in  the  support  which  this  gaoler 
had  received.  He  was  notoriously  a  bad 
character.  A  dramatist,  he  recdUected, 
had  exhibited  a  lawyer  who  had  been  en- 
trapped into  a  good  actiojiy  as  desperately 


afraid  lest  he  should  be  ruined,  as  he  lived 
by  the  badness  of  his  character.  Aris, 
however,  had  no  occasion  to  be  alarmed 
on  this  head.  He  had  first  embezzled  the 
parish  money,  and  then  the  parish  put  hitil 
in  this  situation  in  hopes  of  recovering  it. 
This  system  of  solitary  confinement  was 
one  of  the  experiments  established  in  con- 
sequence of  the  representations  of  the  ce- 
lebrated Howard.  But  it  had  completely  ^ 
failed  in  this  instance,  for  the  plan  had 
never  been  earned  on  under  the  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  which  Howard  had 
proposed.  It  would  be  better  to  revert 
again  to  the  old  constitutional  system. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excftequer  agreed, 
that  there  had  been  neglect  somewhere, 
as  nothing  had  been  done  upon  the  report 
of  the  former  commissioners;  but  the  ad- 
ministration had  no  connection  with  the 
gaoler.  He  thought  that  a  commission 
by  government  was  the  best  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  first  instance. 

Lord  Folkestone  thought  that,  under  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  a  parliamen- 
tary commission  would  be  preferable. 

Mr.  Wilheiforce  said,  that  many  happy 
effects  had  resulted  from  this  system, 
though  it  might  be  liable  to  abuse.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  take  this 
matter  out  of  the  reach  of  party  feelings, 
and  submit  it  to  such  magistrates  and  others 
as  had  bestowed  considerable  attention 
upon  the  subject.  He  therefore  prefer- 
red a  government  commission. 

Mr.  Holford  said,  he  had  visited  the  pri- 
son, and  found  every  thing  in  the  best  order. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  there  was  some- 
thing mysterious  in  the  circumstance,  that 
nothing  had  been  done  upon  the  report  of 
the  former  commission.  He  suspected 
that  party  feeling  had  had  a  great  deal 
more  weight  than  it  ought  to  have  had  in 
that  affair.  He  expressed  his  preference 
of  the  mode  of  a  committee  of  the  house. 
— Mr.  Brand  and  sir  John  Newport  also 
aruged  in  favour  oif  a  committee.  The 
motion  for  copies  of  any  presentment,  &c 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved  for  a  select 
committee  to  examine  the  allegations  of 
the  petition,  and  report  to  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  preferred 
a  commission  in  the  first  instance,  and  would 
therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declared  his  preference 
of  the  parliamentary  mode. 

The  house  then  divided  on  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's motion:  Ayes  50,  Noes  74 ;  Majo- 
rity 2i. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Fridi^,  March  18. 

[DANtsii  Sn  IPS. ]  Lord  Sidmouth  brought 
fbrward  the  moiiofts  of  which  he  had  given 
notice^  res|)ecting  the  Danish  ships  cap- 
twed,  or  detained  by  our  cruizere,  previoas 
to  any  declaration  of  war.  He  did  not 
foresee  there  would  be  any  objection  to 
the  production  of  the  accounts  he  should 
rhove  for  ;  he  only  looked  tor  them  as  the 
grounds  oh  which  to  build  a  future  and 
getieral  motion  respecting  these  proceed- 
ings. The  noble  viscount  concluded  with 
making  four  distinct  motions,  the  object 
of  which  was,  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
ships  and  vessels  belongitig  to  Denmark, 
which  were  found  and  detained  in  the 
Britifiih  ports,  previous  to  the  issue  of  any 
Order  in  Council  for  their  capture  or  de- 
tention ;  aUo  of  the  ships  captured  and 
brought  in. pursuant  to  that  order,  and 
that  declaration  of  war  ;  also,  of  the  num- 
ber of  Danish  ships  that  had  been  con- 
demned and  confiscated,  in  consequence 
of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
and  of  appeal ;  and  of  the  nutnber  of  ships 
i^ose  case  wals  now  pending  before  those 
courts. — After  a  ffew  words  from  the  earl 
of  Siiffblk  and  lord  Hawkesbury  the  mo- 
tions were  agreed  to. 

[Mutiny  B^ll.]  The  house  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Mutiny  bill. 
On  the  clause  being  read  for  allowing  men 
to  enlist  for  life. 

The  Duke  of  Gloutester  restated  the  opi- 
nion he  had  delivered  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, on  the  merits  Of  the  system  of  limited 
service.  -  It  was  a  system  almost  univer- 
sally approved,  not  only  by  the  ablest 
generals  of  foreign  tiations,  but  by  the 
most  experienced  military  men  of  this* 
Country.  It  was  a  system  that  was  gra- 
dtially  improving,  and  that  promised  tUt 
fairest  i-esults.  He  was  sorry  that  such  a 
ifiomettt  as  the  present  should  be  seized  to 
interrupt  its  progtess ;  and  SO  convinced 
wa«  he  of  the  iflischtefe  that  must  arise 
from  that  interruption;  that  he  must  beg 
leave  to  propose  as  ah  amendment,  That 
the  Words  granting  the  power  of  enlisting 
for  life,  be  left  Out  of  the  clause. 

Lord  Borhgdmi  was  a  friend  te  the  sys- 
tem of  limited  service  ;  but  vartbus  rea- 
sons concurred  to  Induce  hitn  to  agree  to 
the  clatise,  becai^e  it  must  be  obvious  that 
a  yery  different  systetn  was  necessary  with 
respect  to  our  colonial  atod  our  home  de- 
fence. If  the  house  but  duly  cowsideted 
the  extent  and  distance  of  our  settletnieikts^ 


afid  th6  ItnAeiM  @k^tode  ih^^ir^d  by 
sending  out  men  to  indi^,  fbr  t»tam]ple, 
tliey  must  be  convinced  eh^t  ^  enlistment 
for  sfevWi  years  would  by  no  means  an- 
swer the  object  wirti  regard  to  the  Co- 
lobif^ii. 

Lo^ds  King  itnd  Darttlfey  supported  thte 
plan  f)r  limited  service,  and  complairfed 
that  the  present  clause  was  inserted  ih  tbfe 
bill  only  with  an  insidious  intention  to 
undermine  it. 

The  Earl  of  Butkm^uinuhire  was  con- 
vinced from  experience  that  a  mixture  Of 
the  two  systems,  of  limited  and  nnlimited 
service,  was  best  calculated  for  the  va- 
rious circumstances  of  the  defence  of  the 
empire. 

£arl  Grosvenor  Was  loud  ?n  the  prai'des  of 
the  limited  S3rstem.  It  al^e  could  ^ih 
us  the  hearts  as  well  as  the  arms  of  soldiers, 
and  without  theitr  hearts,  their  arms  would 
be  of  little  avail,  in  the  moment  of  diflS- 
cultv  and  danger  tb  which  the ,  coantry 
might  perhaps  be  soon  exposed. 

Lord  Melville  took  a  retrospective  victor 
of  the  state  of  the  army,  and  of  the  vari- 
ous plans  that  had  at  different  times  been 
devised  for  rtecruhing  it.  Hie  disliked  the 
frequent  interference  of  the  legislature  in 
what  regarded  our  military  establishment. 
In  his  opinion,  it  was  best  entrusted  to  the  . 
care  arid  mariagement  of  the  chief  exe- 
cutive magistrate  ;  and  it  Was  found  of  late 
to  improve  and  flourish  under  the  auspices 
of  the  illustrious  personage  to  Whose  hands 
the  sovereign  had  cortfided  it.  The  coun- 
try never  had  an  arttiy  so  numerous  and 
well  appointed  as  that  it  had  t6  boast  of  at 
the  preseiit  moment :  and  how  Was  that  army 
acquired  .?  Not  by  any  one  plan  or  exer- 
tion; not  by  metaphysical  recruitihg,  and 
a  philosophicflll  investigation  of  the  moral 
propieiisities  and  habits  bf  men  ;  biit  by  a 
combination  of  various  phlns  and  Various 
exertions,  adapted  to  the  riatute  and  em- 
ployments of  men  as  they  were  to  be  found, 
and  to  the  vatying  situ^ition  and  ex^gen- 
cies  of  the  country.  Of  aH  the  plai^  to 
which  the  present  flotirishihg  ^tate  of  the 
^Tttiy  might  be  ascribed,  the  Additional 
Fotce  bill,  ^M  thei  etiliaiting  fVoAi  the  sup- 
pleitaetttary  hiilitia  into  th6  line,  he  con- 
ceived to  have  been  the  trtOdt  efficacious. 
But  sEs  ho  one  ^ystttn  of  exeition  had 
raised  our  niflitai^  foi^ee  lo  its  present 
amount  aVid  peWettton,  s6  no  one  plan  or 
ekertiob  Wonld  be  stafficifeiit  to  maitttdift  it 
in  that  deiiif able  state.  A  variety  of  Sys- 
teta^  and  ekeitions  mttsi  eottspke  to  ac- 
coDiiplMi  this"  Wiiftedwfoi'attie^^  H<$  Was^ 
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therefore^  for  bl^ncling  and  usiting  tbe  two 
system^  respecting  the  merits  of  which 
noble  lords  seemed  to  be  so  much  divided. 

Lord  Sidmouth  agreed  with  the  noble 
viscount,  as  to  the  advantages  derived  to 
the  army  from  volunteering  from  the 
inilitia,  but  diflered  with  hiin  in  his  opi- 
nion as  to  the  present  system  of  enlistment. 
His.  lordship  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
measures  adopted  for  recruiting  the  army 
during  the  last  and  present  wars ;  and 
contended  that  the  system  of  recruiting 
now  in  operation  was  the  only  nt^asure  to 
which  the  late  administration  qould  look 
with  confidence,  for  keeping  up  the  army^ 
without  resorting  to  compulsory  service, 
whichj  on  every  ground,  th^t  could  be 
state(i|,  it  was  so  desirable  to. avoid.  His 
lordship  said  he  had  entertained  dpfibts;  as 
to  the  systeii;^  introduced  two  ye^rs  ago, 
though  he  had,  given  it  hi;s  sngport  as  aii 
experiment  thenn^essary,  m  coQs^quence 
of  the  failure  of.  the  Additional  Forc^  act. 
That  system,  ha,d  succeeded  in  tl^e,  mosJ^ 
ample  manner^  and  had  inore  than,  quai- 
led the  ordinary  mode,  of  recruiting  and 
the  additip]^  force  bill  put  together.  He 
was  satisfied  that  the  old  mode  of  recruit- 
ing would  npver  be  su^cient  of  itself> 
without  some  subsidiary  system;,  such  as 
the  army  of  reserve.  By  the  new  sy;5tem 
we  had  procured  a  force  better  in  quality* 
in  stature^  apd  in  morals.  He  wa^,  there- 
fore, of  opinion  .that  any  thing  which 
might  go  to  deprive  the  country  of  any 
part  of  the  benefit  arising  from  the  system 
6f  limited  service  must  be  prejvdiciaU  and 
ought  to  be  avoided. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  shewed,  in  a  con- 
Ixasted  point  of  view,  the.  advantages,  of 
engaging  men  for  a,  limited  period  of  serr 
vice,  rather  than  for  life,  as  aflecting  the. 
soldier;  himself  and  his  faniily  ;  and,  from- 
a.  vie>v  of  the  picture,  gave  a  <fecjded  opi- 
nion in,  favour  of  Mr.  Windham'a  system » 

The  £ar^  of  Wes/tmonrelfffid  denied,  that 
th^^re  was  any  intention  to  put  an  end  to 
the  new  system^  All  thjat  was  sought  by. 
the.pjcesent  clause  was,  to  give  the  old  a,nd 
established  military  praptiqe  a  fair  and 
equal  chaiice  with,  th^  systefn  lately  intror 
duced. 

Lprd  HoUa^d  said  the  hous/Q  and  the 
country  h^d  heard  a  good  deal  of  a  ship, 
projected  by  a.noble  friend  of  his,  (earl 
Stanhope)  which  possessed  th^  prpperty. 
of  sailing  against  wind  and  tid^.  Aftef 
all  that  the  system  of  a.  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Windham)  had  dooe>  Us  lordship 
was  convince  i|0.a4fM|IU^iidea  of  its 


merits  could  yet  be  formed ;  it  had  nevei:- 
yet  got  fair  play;  but  had  been  obliged/ 
at  least  during  the  greater  part  of  iter 
course,  like  the  vessel  of  his  noble  friend, 
to  sail  against  wind  and-  tide. 
.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  replied  to  the. 
difierent  argAiments  which  had  been  ad- 
duced in  support  of  the  clause  ;  which,  on 
being  put,  was  carried,  and  the  an^endr 
ment  negatived  without  a  division. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Fiidm/,  March  18. 

[Petitipk  from  Manchester  Ri;sPEGT-> 
iNG  Peace.]  Colonel  Stanley  pres€^:il;ed  ai 
petition  signed  by  50,000  personsj  ii?hf^ 
bitants  of  Manchester  and  its  vicinity^ 
praying  the  h<]^use  to  address  the  king,,  to 
neglect.no  opportun^y  of  entering  in^o  a 
negociation  for  peace  ;  2^  to  afibrd  such 
relief  as  in  their  wisdom  might  appear 
suited  to  the  emergency  of  the  case.  The 
petition  contained  a  vivid  description  of 
the  distressed  situation  of  the  persons  whose 
names  were  subscribed  ;  and  stated  their 
conviction  that  their  distress  arose  from 
the  continuance  of  the  w^ar. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said  that  this  petition* 
signed  by  50,000  persons,  in  addition  to 
the  thousands  who  had  petitioned  before* 
laid 'a  great  weight  of  responsibility  on 
ministers*  An  insinuation  had  been  thrown 
out,  that  some  gentlemen  on  his  side. had 
had  recourse  tq  artifice,  in  order  to  en* 
courage  these  petitions^  He  knew  nothing 
of  any  such  artifice ;  and  firmly  believed* 
that  this  petition  was  wrung  from  the  per- 
sons subscribing  it  by  their  distresses.^ 
The  language  of  the  petition  was  unex- 
ceptionable, and  even  highly  respectful. 
Unless  ministersi  therefore,  shewed  a  se- 
rious disposition  to  enter  into  a  negocia-. 
tion,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  house  to 
interfere,  and  address  the  throne  on  thei 
subject — ^The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lid 
on  the  table. 

[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in. 
Council.]  Mr.  Alderman  Combe  moved 
the  consideration  of  the  London,  Liver- 
ppol,  Manchester,  &c.  petition,  against  the 
Orders  in  Council.  This  was  agi-eed  to^^ 
and  counsel  ifi^as  ordered  to  be  called  in^ 
Mr.  Brougham  was  heard  at  the  bar,  a» 
counsel  in  behalf  of  the  merdiasts,  trad^v^ 
and  others,  concerned  in  the  trade  be-^ 
tween  America  and  thiscountry^  and  Te-» 
sideut  in(the  city  oi  Lonfton,  and  .towns  dE 
Liyc^ool  and  Manchester*  The  learned 
counsel,  haxring.  stated  the  case,  of  the  p«li?« 
tiAi»Qrii.^^iid)  ptrspi^iii^ir  and  cca«isfii^fs^ 
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proceeded  to  call  his  witnesses.  Tlie 
first  was  G.  W.  Wood,  a  partner  in  an  ex- 
tensive cotton  manufactory  in  Manchester. 
The  object  of  his  deposition  was  to  prove, 
that  the  trade  of  that  firm  had  consider- 
ably decreased  in  consequence  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council.  The  next  witness  was  a 
Mr.  S.  Phillips,  whose  testimony  was  to 
much  the  same  purport.  The  next  witness 
w^  a  Mr.  Palmer,  a  clerk  or  agent  to  the 
house  of  Guest  and  Co.  in  America. — 
The  learned  counsel  then  stated,  that  he 
should  next  call  Mr.  Alex.  Glennie,  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  the  interruption 
given  to  the  course  of  the  remittances  be- 
tween this  country  and  America,  by  the 
operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Mr. 
Glennie  was  called  accordingly,  and  un- 
derwent a  long  examination. — ^On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Petitions 
was  postponed  to  Tuesday. 

BOUSE  OF   tORDS. 

Siavrday,Masrch  19. 
[Protest  on  the  Mutiny  Bill.]  The 
Mutiny  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passecL  When  the  question  for  the  third 
reading  was  pu%  earl  Grey  rose  and  said, 
that  he  should  move  that  the  words  *'  al- 
lowing individuals  to  enlist  for  unlimited 
service'*  be  left  out  of  the  bill.  His  lord- 
ship  said  he  did  not  mean  to  discuss  the 
point,  and  only  made  the  motion  that  his 
opinion  of  the  clause  might  be  inserted  in 
the  journals  of  the  house.  The  motion 
was  then  put,  and  it  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

'  The  following  Protest  was  entered  upon 
the  journals. — "  Dissentient :  Ist.  Because 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted,  by  es- 
tablishing an  option  between  limited  and 
unlimited  service,  eftect  an  alteration  in  a 
system,  the  success  of  which  has  always 
appeared  to  us  to  depend  on  a  long,  scru- 
pulous, and  uninterrupted  adherence  to 
the  principles  on  which  it  was  originally 
formed.  The  inducement  held  out  to  en- 
list, by  limiting  the  term  of  service,  is 
founded  on  no  immediate  bounty  or  reward, 
but  on  the  hope  of  future  and  distant  ad- 
vantages. A  confidence  in  its  stability  is, 
thererore,  absolutely  necessary  to  its  suc- 
cess, and  any  alteration  must  tend  to  shake 
that  confidence,  and  to  create  an  appre- 
hension in  the  minds  of  the  people,  that 
changes  firom  time  to  time  will  be  intro- 
duced, that  faith  to  individuals  will  not  be 
fcnipvloiisly  maintained,  and  that  the  ad- 


vantages held  out  to  them  will  become 
precarious  and  micertain,  as  well  as  remote. 
Nor  are  such  suspicions  likely  to  be  allay- 
ed by  the  reflection,  that  the  alteration  in 
question  was  chiefly  supported  by  persons 
avowedly  hostile  to  the  principle  of  limit- 
ed service,  and  that  the  arguments  urged 
in  favour  of  it  in  debate,  were  more  calcu- 
lated to  recommend  a  total  subversion, 
than  a  modification  or  improvement,  of  thit 
system  so  recently  established. — ^2d.  Be- 
cause the  particular  alteration,  now  adopt- 
ed, tends  to  counteract  the  beneficial 
operation  of  the  original  measure,  by  ren- 
dering complicated  a  system  which  it  Was 
peculiarly  aesirable  should  be  distinctly- 
understood  by  that  class  of  the  community 
ftom  which  our  army  is  chiefly  recruited. 
— 3d.  Because  no  necessity,  arising  from 
any  failure  of  the  system  established  in 
1806,  has  been,  or  can  be,  urged  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  change  now  introduced.  On 
the  cbntrary,  the  marked  preference  given 
to  limited  service,  by  those  who  enlisted 
from  the  militia,  under  the  act  of  last  year, 
the  general  success,  and  above  all,  the  re- 
gular and  progressive  improvement,  which 
has  hitherto  attended  the  recruiting  for  a 
limited  term  of  years,  have  exceeded  the 
hopes,  and  confirmed  the  expectations,  of 
the  most  sanguine  of  its  supporters. — ♦th. 
Because  the  change  is  not  recommended 
by  any  immediate  advantage,  nor  adapted 
to  any  extraordinary  exigency  of  the 
time  ;  but  calculated  solely,  in  the  view  of 
its  supporters  themselves,  to  surmount  dif- 
ficulties at  once  speculative  and  remote. 
— 5th.  Because  the  admission  of  soldiers  for 
life  tends  to  perpetuate  the  existence,  and 
to  aggravate  the  inconveniences,  of  that 
mixture  in  the  conditions  of  service,  which, 
when  temporary  and  unavoidable,  formed 
the  most  plausible  objection  to  the  original 
measure. — ^For  these  reasons  we  thought 
it  hazardous  to  adopt  a  regulation,  recom- 
mended by  no  motive  of  convenience,  and 
liable  to  many  serious  objections ;  we 
wei-e  unwilling,  hastily  and  wantonly,  to 
interfere  with  what  was  apparently  well ; 
and  we  were  anxious  to  record  our  disap-. 
probation  of  an  experiment,  which  mus^ 
disturb,  and  may,  eventually,  if  not  inten- 
tionally, subvert  a  system,  calculated  to 
produce  a  constant,  ample,  unoppressive, 
and  cheap  supply  of  recruits  to  the  army. 
(Signed)  Vassajl  Holland,  Grey,  Jersey, 
Essex,  Cawdor." 

HOUSB  OF   GOlfMONSt 
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[Expedition  to  Copenhagbn.]  Mf. 
Sharp  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows : — ^I  am  now,  sir,  to  intreat  your 
attention^  and  the  attention  of  the  house, 
to  a  motion  of  which  1  sfome  time  since, 
gave  notice ;  but,  sir,  in  giving  that  notice 
then,  and  now  in  rising  to  perform  the 

Eromise  implied  in  it,  1  am  afraid  that  I 
ave  sufiered  myself  to  be  tOo  much 
influenced  by  irresistible  feelings  of  dis- 
approbation respecting  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen,  and  by  those  of  deep  re- 
gret for  its  consequences,  and  too  little  by 
a  proper  regard  to  my  own  want  of  pre- 
tensions to  that  indulgence  from  the  house, 
which  I  have  risen  to  solicit.  .  I  will  not, 
however,  sir,  diminish  that  small  claim  to 
the  accustomed  generosity  of  the  house, 
which,  every  member  may  hope  that  he 
has  not  forfeited,  by  occupying  one  mo- 
'  ment'  of  its  time  with  a  topic  that  must  be 
to  little  interesting  to  it,  as  the  feelings 
and  difficulties  ok'  an  individual — And 
yet^  sir,  the.  difficulties  are  neither  few, 
nor  inconsiderable,  which  must  be  sur- 
mounted by  aiiy  man  who  has  to  request 
that  the  thoughts  of  parliament  may  again 
be  directed  to  a  subject  already  so  fre- 
quently discussed  in  many  of  its  parts,  and 
on  which  most  of  the  distinguished  persons 
in  this  country  have  communicated  the 
information  which  they  had  to  give,  de- 
clared the  sentiments  that  they  had  form- 
ed, and  detailed,  too,  at  so  much  length 
and  with  so  much  ability,  the  arguments 
by  which  they  supported  such  sentiments. 
Yet  perhaps,  sir,  it  may  not  be  wholly 
useless,  perhaps  it  tnay  be  very  advanta^ 
geous  that,  parliament  should  be  remind- 
ed, (though  by  me  very  briefly)  of  some 
of  those  facts,  opinions  and  reasonings,  in 
a  stage  of  this  important  business,  which 
it  was  impossible  to  omit,  without  leaving 
the  discussion  imperfect,  and  the  senti- 
ments of  parliament  undeclared. — But, 
sir,  in  truth  thes^  several  debates,  to  which 
I  allude,  have  rather  been  of  a  prelimi- 
nary and  preparatory  nature,  clearing  the 
way  for  a  final  and  solemn  examination  of 
the  conduct  of  ministers,  by  which  they 
'have  had  the  coifrage.  to  say  (courage 
is  not  the  word,,  sir)  that  they  have  saved 
thoir  country,  hut  by  which,  in  a  trans- 
action of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
national  character  and  interests,  the  for-r 
mer  may  have  obviously  been  disgraced, 
and  the  latter  destroyed. — ^There  are  how- 
ever, sir,  other  reasons  rendering  it  high- 
ly proper  to  bring  this  subject  again 
before  the  eyes,  of  paflii^Unent^  for  mi- 
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nisters  have  thought  fit  in  every  debaCb 
to  tell  us  in  a  triumphant  and  taunting 
tone,  that  what  they  have  been  doing 
has  been  sanctioned  by  universal  approba« 
tion.  This  assertion,  so  loudly  and  so 
often  repeated^,  renders  it  incumbent  on 
every  man  who  thinks  himself  ind  the 
public  calumniated  by  this  imputation,  to 
take  every  proper  opportunity  of  deny^^ 
ing  his  concurrence,  and  of  disclaiming 
any  participation  in  the  sanction  so  skil^ 
fully,  but  so  unjustly  taken  for.  granted. 
The  public  opinion,  sir,  to  this  effect,  may 
conditionally  perhaps  have  been  expressed 
very  early  in  this  proceeding  {though  I 
am  far  from  thinking  that  it  has),  but  that 
opinion,  if  it  even,  existed,  has  certainly 
changed  most  rapidly,  and  the  conduct  of 
ministers  in  acting  without  the  necessary 
evidence,  or  in  suppressing  that  evidence^ 
seems  now  to  have  occasioned  an  univecsal 
surprize  and  censure^-^uch .  an  approba*- 
tion  may  have  been  obtained  by  falsfe 
pretences,  the  conscience  of  the  people 
may  have  been  surpri2»d ;  they  may  have 
thought  it  but  justice  tOr ministers  to  pr&- 
sume  that  they  would  justify,  their  canh 
duct,  but,  sir,  we  ought  not  to  do  the  pub^ 
lie  the  injustice  to  believe^  that  they  deli- 
berately approve  this  remarkable  meaSur^ 
unless  it  be  defended  by  ^cts^.that  are 
incontestible,  and  by  reasonings  that  ave 
unanswerable,  both  proving  its  overruling, 

evident,  irresistible  necessity It  is,  sir, 

very  easy  to  conceive  that  the  capture  of 
many  ships  of  the  line,  and, an  arsenal  of 
stores  would,  at  first  sight,  be  very  strik- 
ing to  the  imaginations  of,  the  people  of 
this  country,  who  feel  at  all  times  with 
such  extreme  sensibility  whatever  is  con*- 
nected  with  the  navy ;  with  the  navy,  sir, 
at  once  the  source,  of  their  security  and 
of  their  glory.  But  it  would  be  libel- 
ing both  their  hearts  and  their  under^ 
standings,  not  to  believe  that  they  took  it 
for  granted,  that  information,  indubita^ 
ble  information,  would-  be  afforded  to 
them,  proving  the  urgent  necessity  of  ob* 
taining.  these  ships,  and  these  stores^  by 
besieging  the  capital,  and  destroying  the 
inhabitants  of  a  nation  with  whom,  two 
very  short  interruptions  excepted,  their 
fathers  and  themselves  had  been  at. peace 
for  centuries,  and  with  whom  our  connec- 
tions had»  recently  increased  in  a  most  re^ 
;narkable  ^degree,  producing  incalculable 
benefits  both  to  them  and  to  ourselve8.--t. 
Sir,  I  could  not  congratulate  his  majesty 
on  this  success  against  hian^ighbour,  anid 
his  kiQ8m9n;  I  could-  not  participate  in 
4G 
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•M^  wretched  triumph,  nor  coald  the  peo- 
'ple  of  Englaud,  unless  they  looked  for 
inch  a  yindication ;  for  if  they  had,  their 
joy  would  haTe  been  as  absurd  and  as 
.  •dreadiul  as  that  of  an  infant  delighted 
with  the  blaze  of  its  own  garments  on 
fire.  Sir,  the  burthen  of  proof  lies  heayi- 
ly  en  those  who  advised  his  majesty  so  to 
-employ  his  navy  and  his  army. — ^Everv* 
man  must  hold  such  an  unprovoked  breach 
•0f.  neutrality  m  abhomnoe,  unless  it  be 
.onanswerably  justified,  and  those  who 
ha^ie  bestowed  upon  it  an  approbation  be- 
fore enquiry,  are  now  entitled,  are  now 
called  upon  to  retract  that  approbation, 
unlois  they  have  proof  that  the  necessity 
was  not  to  be  resisted,  and  the  violence 
'  not  to  be  avoided.  What,  sir,  has  been 
the  -conduct  of  ministers?  they  seem  to 
have  formed  themselves  into  a  Society  for 
the  Suppression  of  Papers.  They  nave 
•denied  all  the  material  documents,  and 
•have  only  grantied  others  to  answer  pri- 
'Vate  purposes.  They  have  denied  to  par- 
rltament  what  ought  to  have  been  the  ma- 
•teriels  of  their  defence,  and  have  com- 
pelled us  to  bring  them  to  trial  without 
ike  evidence  to  which  we  had  a  right. 
-They  stand  at  the  bar,  sir,  by  their  own 
feuk,  under  the  strong,  the  natural  preju- 
:dice,  that  either  their  allegations  are 
•vrhoUy  unfoundedy  or  that  if.  they  do  pos*- 
. less,  any  knowledge  from  which  parlia- 
ment is  excluded,  that  the  efiect  of  that 
.knowledge  would  have  been  to  condemn 
'  and  not  to  acquit  them^^ic  they  must 
•be  either  condemned  or  acquitted.  Pai*- 
liament,  as  it  values  its  own  character  both 
•abroad  and  at  home,  must  pronounce  a 
-sentence  on  this  transaction,  and  as  scru- 
pulously, as  if  sworn  to  detennine  accord- 
ing to  that  evidence.  This  country,  sir, 
Europe,  the  worlds  expect  that  we  shall  do 
our  duty  strictly-  And  the  world  will  es- 
teem or  despise  parliament  as  it  conducts 
itself  on  this  great,  this  seriou^  occasion. 
—Sir,  I  own  that  there  is  one  discourage- 
ment that  I  feel,  for  it  is  not  possible  to 
conjecture  what  may  be  the  result  even  if 
their  violence  be  condemned,  since,  im- 
happily,  sir,  we  have  too  recent  an  experi- 
ence,'that  a  verdict  of  guilty  pronounced 
by  an  awful  tribunal  may  lead  to  reward ; 
■a  sentence  of  condemnation,  may  be  a 
-title  to  promotion.  But,  sir,  I  own  that  I 
am  not  discouraged  by  a  recollectieti  of 
the  majorities  that  have  hitherto,  si^ported 
ministers,  (although,  sir,  such  is  my 
reverence  for  a  majority,  and  so-  par^ 
liamentary  is  its  nature,  that  a  majority 


of  one  is  entitled  to  as  much  respect  as  of 
an  hundred,)  because,  sir,  fortunately  W« 
have  lately  learnt  that  a  resoloti<m  sanc- 
tioned by  the  whole  chorus  of  the  ma- 
jority may  be  rescinded  by  the  same  ma- 
jority, and  that  papers  domed  when  vrant- 
ed  to  elucidate  the  proceedings  by  which 
the  safety  and  honour  of  England  were 
endangered,  will  be  granted,  when  anv 
one  oi  his  majesty's  servants  thinks  such 
papers  are  necessary  to  his  own  vindica- 
tion. Since  majorities  can  so  easily 
change  their  opinions  for'such  purposes, 
it  is  but  treatinj^  them  handsomely  to  sup- 
pose, that  a  similar  change  may  take  place 
when  such  a  change  is  demanded  by  their 
duty  and  their  consciences. — ^The  nicts  of 
this  astonishing  event  are  fow  and  striking. 
In  a  season  of  profound  peace  with  Den- 
mark, and  in  truth  at  a  time  of  increased 
commmiication  and  connection  with,  that 
neighbouring  kingdom,  a  large  British 
army  and  fieet  sail  to  the  attack  of  its  ca- 
pital, invest  it,  besiege  it,  fire  it,  bring 
destruction  on  its  peaceable  inhabitants^ 
and  finally  obtaining  possession  of  it,  bring 
home  all  the  ships  in  its  harbour,  and  all 
the  stores  in  its  arsenal. — ^This  is  the  trans- 
action which  the  ministers  are  bound  to 
justify  not  only  to  the  consciences  of  a 
majority  of  this  house,  but  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  every  honest  man  in  the 
nation,  and  every  reflecting  man  in  £u- 
rope>  since  his  majesty  confesses  in  his 
declaration  of  the  25th  of  Sept.  '  That 
'  he  owes  to  himself  and  to  Europe  afirank 
'  exposition  of  the  motives  which  dictat- 
'  ed  his  late  measures  in  the  Baltic' — And 
since  he  adds,  feeling  it  to  be  a  cruel  ne- 
cessity, '  He  did  forbear  as  long  as  there 
'  couui  be  a  doubt  of  the  urgency  of  the 
'  danger,  or  a  hope  of  counteracting  the 
*  means  and  dispositions  pf.Denmark.' — 
Whether  such  a  frank  exposition  of  the 
motives  of  the  measure  has  been  given : 
Whether  every  doubt  of  the  urgency  of 
the  danger  has  been  removed  :  Whether 
not  a  hope  did  remain  of  counteraction 
by  any  but  the  violent  means  employed  } 
— These  are  the  questions,  this  is  the 
issue  which  the  house  is  now  to  try,  and 
in  trying  it,  the  house  itself  is  on  its 
trial,  ancf  every  man  in  it  too  on  his  own 
trial,  before  the  face  of  this  country, 
of  Europe,  and  of  the  world. — ^The  Justi- 
fications are,  1.  '  That  France  designed 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  Fleet,  by 
seizing  Jutland  and  Holstein.  2.  That 
Russia  had  combined  wkh  France  i^  this 
purpose.    5.  That  J)ttmiafk  had  intrigued 
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with  the  enemy,  and  was  hostile.  4.  That 
Denmark  though  friendly,  was  nnahle  to 
resist.  5.  That  the  danger  arising  from 
these  lacts,  was  certain,  urgent,  and  so 
extreme,  as  to  create  a  case  of  urgent, 
paramount  necessity,  leaving  his  majety's 
ministers  no  choice ;  but,  while  it  was  yet 
time,  to  seize  the  ships,  and  that  they 
might  obtain  them,  to  besiege  and  fire 
the  city  and  destroy  its  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants/— 1,  Of  the  first  there  is  no  dispute 
— ^It  is  saying  nothing  to  say  that  France 
is  hostile,  ambitious,  active,  unprincipled, 
ready  to  break  all  laws  divine  and  human, 
to  obtain  her  purposes.  This  we  know, 
and  knowing,  have  not  hitherto  dreaded  her 
power,  or  so  dreaded  it,  as  to  take,  till 
lately,  cruel  and  impolitic  counsel  of  our 
fears. — ^Violent  and  intemperate  as  the 
ruler  of  the  French  is,  it  may  be  said  of 
him  as  it  was  of  Philip  of  old,  that  in  one 
respect,  you  may  never  doubt  his  veraci- 
ty :  you  may  always  believe  him  when 
he  threatens.  Yet  even  in  using  this  plea, 
his  majesty's  ministers  have  contrived  to 
put  themselves  in  the  wrong,  or  at  least  to 
render  themselves  subject  to  contradic- 
tion, by  stating  in  the  declaration  that 
they  had  positive  information  of  the 
enemy's  determination,  which  assertion 
the  Crown  Prince  mentions  with  indig- 
nation, as  founding  the  attempt  on  mere 
▼ague  rumour,  and  pretended  informa- 
tion.— The  whole  amount,  too,  of  the  al- 
ledged  information,  extends  only  to  their 
making  preparations  for  collecting  a  force. 
— ^2nd.  '  That  Russia  had  combined  with 
France,  for  the  purp<^e  of  putting  the 
fleet  into  the  possession  of  France.' — See 
declaration  against  Russia,  p.  4.  and  Mr. 
Canning's  dispatch  28th  Sept.  p.  9.  0£ 
this  combination  the  only  proofs  offered 
are,  an  assertion  that  such  a  confederacy 
formed  part  of  the  secret  arrangements 
at  Tilsit ;  and  another  assertion,  that  in- 
formation to  this  effect  had  arrived  from 
Portugal. —  This  intelligence  could  not 
have  arrived  in  time  to  occasion  the  ex- 
pedition; nor  is  it  to  be  depended  on, 
since  it  came  from  that  Portuguese  minis- 
ter who  had  misled  us  in  his  communica- 
tions to  a  former  ministry,  respecting  the 
arrival  of  the  French  at  Bayonne.  This, 
sir,  is  distinctly  and  directly  contradicted 
both  by  Russia  and  by  France ;  and  such 
a  confederacy  is  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  conversation  that  took  place  between 
the  emperor  of  Russia  and  lord  Hutchin- 
son. Lord  G.  L.  Gower  vindicates  our 
condMCt  toyvards  Copenhagen^  by  alledg- 


ihg  the  intention  of  France,  and  the  posi- 
tive data  he  had  of  such  intentions,  but 
be  says  nothing  of  the  confederacy ;  and 
speaking  of  this  vindication  in  a  subse- 
quent dispatch,  he  says, '  that  so  far  from 
concealing  the  reasons  which  produced 
that  expedition^  he  had  declared  them 
with  the  utmost  franldiess.'  In  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Canning's  reply  to  the  dispatch  df 
2nd  Sept.  he  says  that  his '  majesty  entire- 
ly approved  of  the  answer  returned  by  lord  ^ 
6.  L.  Gower  to  general  Budberg's  note, 
on  the  subject  of  the  operations  at  Copeit- 
hagen.'  Lord  G.  L.  Gower  also  in  ano- 
ther di^atch,  states  expressly  '  that  it  was 
sometime  after  this  that  the  French  missiotv. 
considered  itself  as  having  triumphed*' 
— ^But,  sir,  the  dates  alone  are  sjifhcient 
to  destroy  the  credibility  of  the  pretext* 
and  with  its  credibility  to  destroy  too  bX\ 
our  pretensions  to  veracity  and  justice. 
The  treaty  was  signed  on  the  Niemen,  on 
the  8th  July,  and  the  order  for  the  sailing 
of  the  expedition  was  on  the  1 9th.  It  is 
remarkable,  too,  that  the-  object  of  this 
expedition  had  been  announced  several 
days  before  in  more  than  one  newspaper. 
The  collection,  too,  of  so  ext^isrve  an  ar-  , 
mament  required  much  previeas  exertion, 
and  much  previous  time^  nGtr  will  ^my  fa- 
cilities arising  from  fonner  preparations, 
account  for  the  early  embarkation.  This  ^ 
plea,  however,  has  not  been  suppoiiled  by 
refosing  papers,  &c.  and  has  been  atban- 
doned.  Russia  was  at  issue  with  the  de- 
claration on  a  question  of  fact,  -  and  his 
majesty's  ministei's  have  run  out  of  court 
afi-aid  to'  stand  trial. — On  the  whole  «t 
it  seems  to  be  'believed  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  might  have  received  some  intel- 
ligence to  Ste  supposed  effect,  :but  that 
they  found  themselves  deceived,  afler  hav- 
ing largely  rewarded  the  informant,  and 
that  having  used  the  allegation  as  a  pre- 
text, it  was  not  possible  to  own  that  they 
had  been  duped. — 3rd.  But,  Denmark  has 
been  charged  with  having  been  caught 
intriguing  with  Russia  and  France,  and 
with  having  been  guilty  of  col  lesion.  Sir, 
the  ministers  in  advancing  this  charge,' 
which  was  so  soon  abandoned,  seem  to 
have  acted  on  the  base  principle  of  giving 
others  a  bad  name,  that  we  may  save 
ourselves  the  trouble  of  doing  them  justice; 
and  the  same  unjustifiable  motive  seems 
to  have  actuated  them  in  charging  her 
also,  more  generally,  with  hearing  an  hos- 
tile mind  to  this  country.  The  hon.  se- 
cretary endeavours  to  prove  it  from  the 
conduct  of  the  Danes  'm  1801,  (ascribed 
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in  (he  declaratioa  only  to  an  inability  to 
resist  the  dictation  of  Russia  aod  France,) 
and  from  tbetr  joining  the  armed  neatra- 
iity  in  the  American  war. — ^Nowj  sir^  it  is 
not. denied  that  Russia  was  concerned,  or 
rather  was  the  principal  in  both  these 
.hostile  acts,  and  yet  we  properly  enough 
confided  in  her  subsequent  treaty  with  us, 
and  hostility  in  .Bohemia  and  Poland, 
against  France.  Were  we  to  reject  her 
•aid;  or  at  least  to  place  no  reliance  on  i^., 
because  she  had  thought  fit  to  be  jealous 
'  of  our  maritime  superiority,  to  shew  dis- 
gust at  some  of  the  exercises  of  it,  and  to 
combine  for  its  diminution  ?  But,  while 
the  hon.  secretary  was  consulting  history 
for  past  proofs  ot  present  hostilities,  why 
did  he  stop  so  short }  If  he  had  but  gone 
.back  to  the  Heptarchy,  he  might  have 
found  irresistible  evidence  of  the  hostility 
of  Denmark,  and  of  the  propriety  of  re- 
.  venging  on  the  Danes,  our  contemporaries, 
the  injustice  we  had  sustained  from  their 
.  foreifathers.  Sir,  there  is  undoubtedly 
lK»n&  levity  in  such  a  remark,  but  the 
right  hon.  gent,  must  be  the  last  to  com- 
plain of  the  introduction  of  levity  into 
.important  affairs,  and  indeed  it  is  very  dif- 
,ficult  to  treat  such  arguments  in  a  grave 
.manner,  or  to  honour  such  frivolous  roa- 
8ons  with  the  ceremony  of  serious  confiita- 
tion. — Not  satisfied  entirely  to  rest  the  proof 
of  this  hostility  on  such  feeble  grounds  as 
these,  the  respectable  authorities  of  lord 
Grey  and  Mr.  Garlike  have  been  intro- 
duced to  support  this  accusation  against 
the  Danes :  to  b(^h  of  whom  have  been 
imputed  declarations  of  their  belief  in 
this  fiiupposed  hostiiity.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  nie,  sir,  to  comment  nn  the  peculiar 
mischief  that  may  arise  fi*om  encouraging 
any  minister  to  be  at  once  so  communica- 
tive a  member  ^f  parliament  of  extracts 
from  documents  to  answer  a  purpose  in 
debate,  and  so  reserved  a  minister  when 
the  whole. of  the  documents  are  wanted 
by  parliament  to. enable  it  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  a  new  war ;  because,  sir, 
.the  futility  and  un&imess  of  such  an  im- 
putation have  been  abundantly  shewn  by 
the  subsequent  defj^nces  of  the  noble  lord, 
and  by  subsequent  proceedingsin  thishouse. 
It  is  enough  now  for  me  to  state,  that 
neither  the  hoble  lord,  nor  our  minister  at 
the  Danish  court,  did,  in  their  dispatches, 
express  any  opinion  of  the  sort  that  has 
been  imputed  to  them.  I  am  well  aware 
that  here,  sir,  there  are  topics  of  censure 
against  the  riglit  hon.  gent,  which  are 
fruitful  enough  and  would  be  tempting. 


were  it  not  that  these  circumstances  have 
undergone  a  separate  and  serious  discus- 
sion here,  have  mcurred  a  solemn  reproof 
elsewhere,  and  were  it  not  also  that  1  have 
no  pleasure  in  dwelling  upon  the  miscon- 
duct of  that  right  hon.  gent,  of  such  ex- 
traordinary talents. — ^But,  sir,  in  reference 
to  the  letter  of  lord  Uowick  to  Mr.  Rist» 
I  must  say,  that  a  most  unstatesmanlike 
and  illogicad  use  is  made  of  dispatches,  if 
controversies  of  a  commercial  kind,  how- 
ever warm  and  eager,  are  to  be  considered 
as  indications  of  a  disposition  to  fixed 
political  hostility,  of  a  determination  to 
aid  the  French  in  their  endeavours,  not 
merely  to  hdmble  but  to  annihilate  this 
country,  to  extinguish  the  light  of  the 
world,  to  beat  down  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
testantism of  Europe,  and,  as  I  might  have 
called  it,  before  the  fatal  expedition  which 
is  the  subject  of  our  consideration,  the 
bulwark  of  civilized  society,  and  the  last 
assertor  of  the  humane  and  beneficial  laws 
of  nature,  and  of  nations. — Sir,  there  is  a 
peculiar,  an  allowed  irritability  to  such 
commercial  discussions — something  of  the 
spirit  and  of  the  haggling,  and  chafiering, 
even  of  the  pettiest  traders  whose  inte- 
rests, are  at  stake,  enter  into  the  discussion 
between  the  powers  themselves,  and  have 
never  before  been  considered  as  evidences 
of  an  alienation  in  our  political  relations. 
— ^If  such  disputes  are  to  be  taken  as  evi- 
dence of  an  intention  to  go  to  war,  we 
never  can  hope  to  be  at  peace;  and  here, 
sir,  I  caimot  but  observe  that  many  of  the 
commercial  regulations  in  France  and  in 
other  countries  of  which  we  complain, 
they  haviB  an  undoubted  right  to  make 
even  in  peace.— But,  sir,  here  too  I  need 
not  eontent  myself  with  observing  that 
ministers  have  not  offered  even  the  sem^ 
b lance  of  proof ;  for  here,  too,  there,  are 
not  wanting  presumptions,  and  proo&  of  a 
positive  kind,  tending  to  discredit  wholly 
this  unfounded  charge  against  the  Danes.— 
In  the  first  place,  no  such  charge  is  made 
in  the  Proclamation  issued  by  lord  Gam- 
bier  and  lord  Cathcart,  nor  is  any  such  made 
in  the  Declaration,  which  only  slightly 
intimates  that  Denmark  might  be  hostile, 
because  she  was  (mce  before  engaged  in  a 
hostile  confederacy — ^The  encampment, 
too,  of  their  forces  in.  Holstein,  where 
they  might  be  of  u^  against  France,  and 
in  Zealand,  where  we  might  be  expected, 
is  another  presumption,  and  not  to  be  re- 
conciled to  the  supposition  of  her  having 
engaged  in  any  confederacy  against:  us. 
3^e  had,  ngt  giade  .any  demonstrationi 
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with  her  navy,  which  continued  just  in  the 
same  state  of  preparation  in  which  it  had 
.  been  for  nearly  half  a  century^  nor  could  it 
.  have  been  ready  for  sea,  in  less  than  six 
or  eight  weeks.  Her  merchant  ships  were, 
too,  chiefly  in  our  ports,  or  in  the  seas 
which  we  command,  and  her  sailors  were 
distributed  over  the  world,  but  mostly 
'  in  our  employ  and  in  our  power.  Even 
our  West  India  ships  have  been  chiefly 
manned  by  Danish  sailors,  our  native  sea- 
men having  been  constantly  impressed 
.into  his  majesty's  service,  so  that  mer- 
chants can  scarcely  retain  even  the  ship's 
apprentices,  and  too  frequently  even  the 
masters  themselves  are  carried  off.  Theie 
are,  indeed,  a  few  invalided  men  irom  our 
ships  of  war,  and  here  and  there  a  single 
landman  who  wishes  to  go  to  sea;  but  all 
the  remainder  of  the  mercantile  crews  are 
Portuguese,  or  Swedes,  or  Danes;  of  the 
former  a  few,  of  the  Swedes  more,  but  in- 
comparably the  most  have  been  Danes. 
And  this,  sir,  has  been  the  fact  for  many 
years.  I  leave  the  house  to  judge  the  im- 
portance of  this  fact,  both  as  it  aflects  our 
power  of  retaining  them  in  case  of  hosti- 
lity, and  as  it  leaves  little  doubt  of  the  tern  - 
Sers  of  the  seamen  themselves.  They 
ave,  indeed,  for  more  than  ten  years 
been  half  Englishmen,  and  the  Zealander, 
Hokteiner,  and  Norwegian  sailors  have 
become  almost  as  much  attached  to  this 
country  as  to  their  own. — It  so  happened, 
sir,  that  at  the  time  of  the  expedition  sail- 
ing, most  of  those  Danish  ships  were  here 
which  bring  the  summer  importation,  and 
carry  away  those- articles  of  our  manufac- 
tures and  colonial  produce,  which  they 
want  for  their  autumn  trade  and  their 
winter  consumption.  It  is  usual  for  the 
Danish  merchant  or  captain  who  order 
these  goods,  to  give  to  the  manufacturer 
or  dealer  a  credit  on  the  merchant  here, 
to  whom  the  sale  of  the  imports  has  been 
consigned.  —  Of  the  merchants  one  of, 
the  most  extensive  and  respectable  is  the 
Danish  consul,  and  to  him  freqent  appli- 
cations were  made  by  the  manufacturer: 
or  dealer  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  proba- 
bility of  war,  and  prudence  of  preparing  , 
the  goods. — So  slow,  sir,  was  this  gent. 
-to  believe  that  hostility  would  ensae,  that 
I  know  that  he  steadily  persisted  in  ad- 
vising the  captains  to  be  tranquil,  and  the 
tradesmen  to  go  on,  although  his  own 
interests  and  that  of  his  correspondents 
^inust  have  been  deeply  injured  by  such 
advice,  if  founded  on  error. — ^And  now, 
Bir,  I  ai9  c«me  to  the  consideration  of  that 


case  of '  urgent,  imminent,  paramo]ant,  ir- 
resistible necessity,'  but  it  h  gone,  vanish* 
ed,  and  has  lefl  no  traces.  I  can  find  no 
suhstance  left,  not  enough  to  set  up  even 
as  a  man  of  straw,  that  I  might  combat  it. 
For,  sir,  every  failure  of  the  reasons  as- 
signed for  each  separate  cause  of  dread, 
the  abandonment  of  tiie  plea  derived  from 
the  alledged  articles,  or  engagements,  or 
arrangements  at  Tilsit,  from  the  charged, 
but  abandoned  colhiston  and  hostility  of 
the  Danes;  as  well  as  the  deficiency  of 
proof  even  as  to  their  inability  when  aid- 
ed by  us  and  by  the  Swedes,  all  these  are 
so  many  props  taken  away  from  the  sup- 
port of  that  crazy  building,  the  fortress 
of  the  arguments  of  ministers,  namely, 
that  the  danger  to  this  country  was  cer- 
tain, extreme,  and  imminent,  and  the  pos« 
session  of  the  Danish  ships  the  only  means 
of  averting  it,  creating  together  a  case 
of  urgent  necessity,  leaving  his  majesty's 
ministers  no  choice,  but,  to  use  their  own 
words,  while  it  was  yet  time,  to  seize  the 
fleet  and  stores,  and  in  order  to  .obtain 
them,  to  bombard  the  capital  and  destroy 
its  inhabitants. — Sir,  but  as  to  the  case  of 
necessity,  it  is  my  sincere  opinion,  that 
had  the  danger  been  made  out,  the  neces- 
sity could  not^have  been  inferred,  and  this, 
I  know  not  how,  seems  to  have  been  too 
much  taken  for  granted  even  by  those  whb 
deny,  aiid  justly,  the  existence  of  such  ne- 
cessity. .We  look  too  much  at  our  own 
fears,  and  too  little  at  the  other  link  of  the 
chain,  the  means  of  delivering  us  from 
danger  by  the  possession  of  the  Danish 
ships  and  stores.  This  latter  part  of  the 
necessity  we  have  never  been  suffered  to 
dwell  upon,  but  it  has  been  hurried  away 
fi'om  our  contemplation  almost  as  soon  as 
it  has  been  offered  to  it.  Ministers  have 
the  courage  to  say,  as  I  have  already  ob*- 
served,  that  they  have  saved  their  country, 
because  they  have  seized  the  ships  in  a 
way  much  more  likely  to  endanger  than  to 
secure  us.— They  say  they  have  worked  a 
miracle,  but,  alas,  there  are  no  believers. 
— Saviours  of  their  country ! — ^They  have 
at  least  the  reward  of  virtue,  although 
without  its  merit,  for  it  seems  that  they 
are  happy  in  their  own  approbation. — But 
these  are  vain  boastings  to  conceal  their 
fears,  and  vainer  self  praise  to  conceal  theit 
humiliation. — Sir,  we  have  not  got  posses- 
sion of  the  fleet  of  Denmark — ^the  fleet — 
the  fleet  of  Denmark,  this  is  the  constant 
boast.^ — ^We  have  only  the  ships,  the  car- 
casses, while  the  living,  animating,  princi- 
ple has  escaped  from  our  grasp-.-«nd  is  gone 
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•to  aamme  some  new  and  terrible  Ibmi  in 
aid  of  our  bitterest  and  most  powerful  ene- 
mies. We  have  left  behind  ii8»  the  real 
dangerous  enemies^  the  sailors,  the  har- 
bours, the  docks,  the  resources  of  Den- 
maik;  and  we  have  obtained  the  hulls  of 
ehips,  valued  at  less  than  one  quarter  of 
the  sum  which  is  the  usual  estimate  of  our 
efficient  Tesseb,  and  we  haye  lost  what 
mieht  have  been,  must  have  been  ours, 
bad  notour  a&irs  been  mismanaged.  We 
have  lost  in  Zealand  the  outpost  which 
must  have  been  the  impregnable  defence 
^f  this  country. — Sir,  tne  words  and  the 
images  are  notpleasaiit,but  I  know-not  how 
else  to  illustrate  the  exploit  of  ministers, 
than  by  saying  that  they  have  taken  the 
empty  purse  and  a  few  copper  coins,  but 
have  left  the  silver  and  gold  for  a  more 
dextrous  and  sagacious  robber.— ^ir,  in 
the  Declaration,  and  in.  the  Speech,  and 
in  the  Proclamation,  and  in  the  arguments 
of  ministers,  after  the  most,  earnest  and 
patient  examination,  I  can  find  nothing 
but  what  is  frivolous  and  unproved,  but  a 
constant  reference  to  the  power  and  inve- 
teracy of  France.  Still  some  flourishing 
declamation  against  the  inveterate.enemy, 
though  less  ihkn  heretofore  pressing  against 
him  the  charges  of  being  a  violator  of  the 
.laws  of  nature  and  nations*  This  one  ar- 
gument is  to  serve  the  same  purpose,  that 
of  supplying  the  deficiency  of  all  others. 
Is  the  argument  from  the  secret  articles  a 
little  the  worse  for  being  exposed  to  ex- 
amination ?-^A  tirade  against  France  and 
her  misdeeds  is  the  resource;  — is  tiie 
proof  of  the  '  hostility,'  &c.  of  the  <  ina- 
bility,' &c.  Still  the  same  dish  in  every 
course. — ^Beef  at  top,  at  bottom,  and  on 
each  side,  hot,  com,  and  r^chaufife;  and 
declared,  like  brother  Peter's  crust,  to  be 
,at  once  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  though  nothing 
more  than  the  old  half-eaten  mouldy  morsel 
on  which  this  house  has  been  fed,  or  rather 
ftarved,  for  so  many  years  past  This  fear  is 
at  war  with  our  honour,  trade,  constitution, 
and  with  our  security. — I  own,  sir,  that 
herein  I  have  discovered  some  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  ministers,  in  their  belief 
s^  ie^x  of  that  extreme  danger  which 
thev  assert : — ^for  fear,  sir,  confounds  the 
understanding,  disturbs  the  imagination, 
and  suggests  counsels  the  most  absurd  or 
the  most  mischievous.  It  magnifies  what 
is  little,  and  almost  creates  what  does  not 
exist.  It  sees  giants  in  windmills  and  en- 
.chaoters  in  flocks  of  sheep.  It  has  so 
subdued  the  minds  of .  his  majesty's  coun- 
•ellor^,  that,  like  the  painter  who .  bad 


painted  an  infernal  spirit,  they  have  been 
driven  out  of  their  senses,  by  the  imi^  of 
their  own  formation.— <Sir,  had  we  lost 
our  confidence  in  the  navy  of  6.  Britain, 
since  its  great  and  glorious  victories  at 
Trafidgar,  and  under  sir  Rd.  Strachan,  and 
at  St.  Domingo  ?  Was  England  in  such 
danger  in  1805  as  that  we  then  had 
thoughts  of  seixingon  all  the  means  of 
defence  ?  Is  it  a  correct  account  of  the 
state  of  the  public  mind  then,  and  of  ibn 
apprehensions  of  the  ministers  at  that  time, 
that  we  w^re  trembling  for  our  safety, 
because  the  combined  fleet  was  at  Cadix. 
No,  sir,  ail  that  was  then  wished  for,  and 
prayed  for,  was  that  which  then  did^  hap- 
pen, the  coming  out  of  the  hostile  navy, 
and  all  that,  was  then  expected,  was  what 
did  then  take  place;  a  great,  decisive, 
and  honourable  victory. — iSir,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  is  a  clear,  intelligible,  decisive 
answer  to  the  plea  of  necessity  ;  but  it  is 
clearer  than  the  light  of  a  summer's  day, 
if  we  attend  to  the  great,  the  inestimable, 
the  necessary  addition  to  our  force,  or  di- 
minution of  our  fears,  which  is  said  to  arise 
from  the  possession  of  the  spoils  of.  Den- 
mark.— Saviours  of  their  Country ! — ^Are, 
then,  the  valour  and  the  discipline  of  the 
navy,  the  valour  and  the  discipline  of  the 
army,  the  valour  and  discipline  of  the 
militia,  the  patriotism,  and  the  numbers 
of  the  Volunteers  of  so  little  value  ?  Are 
the  virtues  that  animate  these  our  real 
defenders,  these  our  real  saviours,  of  so 
little  value,  that  they  stand  in  nqed  of 
a  little  fraud  in  the  administraftim  to  eke 
them  out,  and  render  them  equal  to  the 
defence  of  England  ?  They  sfl^^  they 
have  saved  their  country,  by  depriving 
Buonaparte  of  these.. ships; — They  have 
stunned  the  lion,  and  not  killed  him.^ — No, 
sir,  this  is  not  the  way  to  lay  the  gigantic 
enemy  in  the  dust. — Were,  however,  sir, 
this  supposed  case  of '  necessity,'  support- 
ed by  reasons  less  entitled  to  our  contempt . 
than  those  which  have  been  urged,  I  must 
own  that  I  think  that  there  is  one  conside- 
ration which,  in  a  sound  and  well  reason- 
ing mind,  it  would  have  ^been  difficult  to 
surmount— J  trust,  and  I  believe,  that  in 
declaring  my  trust  in*  this,  that  I  shall  not 
be  confessing  a  vain,  romantic,  and  un- 
substantial faith,  but  a  solid,  serious,  and 
well-founded  conviction^ — I  own,  sir,  that 
I  cazuiot  believe  that  such  a  change,  such 
an  awful  change,  has  taken  place  in  the 
world,  as  to  render  a  breach  of  the  law 
of  naitions,  and  a  violati<m^f  neutrality, 
the  wiwemey  mmm  of  u^mt^,  %  * 
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great  and  noble  nation.  It  has  never  yet 
happened,  and  I  am  as  confident,  as  I  can 
be  of  the  existence  of  any  being  superior 
to  man,  that  England  would  not  have 
been  annihilated,  if  she  had  preserved  the 
maxims  of  good  faith.  No,  sir,  no  future 
historian'  of  this  country  will  ever  write 
as  its  epitaph  that  she  might  have  pre- 
-served  her  independence,  or  her  rank,  if 
«he  had  been  unprincipled,  and  unjust. — 
•But  the  ministers  say  that  they  have  pre- 
cedents in  the  conduct  of  their  prede- 
cessors, and  they  alledge  the  examples  of 
Lisbon,  Alexandria,  and  the  Dardanelles: 
and  here,  flir,  it  is  remarkable  that  they 
seem  to  have  other  views  for  searching 
into  the  events  of  that  administration,  than 
the  flippant  reason  assigned  on  a  former 
occasion.  It  was  said  with  great  and  repre- 
hensible levity,  that  the  task  of  the  present 
ministers  was  in  one  respect  easy,  that  they 
had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  look  into  the 
-measures  of  their  predecessors  in  order 
that  they  might  adopt  measures  directly 
contradictory.  Here,  sir,  they  seem  to 
have  had  other  purposes  in  research :  they 
seem  to  have  wanted  to  steal  a  little  sense 
for  their  exercise,  to  have  sought  for 
examples  to  follow,  and  not  to  avoid, 
but  unawares  to  have  £&Uen  into  the  course 
which  they  pretend  to  pursue,  for  surely, 
sir,  contrariety,  direct  opposition,  are  the 
only  relations  that  exist  between  the  attack 
on  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  precautionary 
measures  taken  in  the  T^gus.  In  the 
former  they  sent  out  positive  directions  to 
the  admiral  not  to  take  any  measures  till 
the  minister  infonned  them  that  war  had 
taken  place ;  and  then  what  was  the  fleet 
to  do  ?  to  enforce  the  performance  of  the 
treaties  and  engagements  of  the  Turks 
with  our  ally.  And  at  Lisbon!  they  did 
not  bombard  the  city,  destroy  itn  inhabit- 
ants, and* convert  an  ally  into  an  enemy; 
did  not  take  possession  of  it,  and  then 
abandon  it;  in  their  Instructions  they  only 
gave  orders  to  secure  the  fleet  in  the 
event  of  a  possible  case,  of  the  actual  in- 
vasion of  Portugal  by  the  French,  and  the 
actual  refusal  of  Portugal  to  receive  aid 
firom  us,  and  to  contend  with  the  enemy. 
— ^But,  siri  all  this  is  merely  a  fresh  in- 
stance of  that  mode  of  defence  to  which 
they  have  resort  on  all  occasions. — A  smart 
recriminati<m  on  the  last  administratioa. 
This  practice  has  been  resorted  to  by  the 
present  ministers  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree. W  henever  a  distinct  accusation  is 
brought  against  them,  they  immediately 
reproach   tfam  predecessors  .  with  some 


nmilar  error  or  job. — What,  sir,  is  this 
to  the  house  of  commons?  what  is  it  to 
the  country.  It  is  indeed  a  most  conveni- 
ent mode  of  defence  for  those  who  hav« 
no  other  to  plead.  It  is  a  good  scheme  to 
divert  from  their  own  misconduct  the  at- 
tention of  the  public,  who  are  too  apt  as 
unskilful  sportsmen  to  hunt  the  drag  with 
as  much  eagerness  as  the  game.  It  is  an 
evident  advantage  to  those  who  have 
many  errors  and  many  jobs  to  defend,  to 
find,  or  to  invent  some  inadvertence^ 
which,  however  inconsiderable,  may  be 
used  as  a  justification  against  any  enormi- 
ty.— Few  criminals  but  must  escape,  if 
they  had  a  right  to  their  acquittal  by  giv- 
ing evidence  of  the  infirmities  of  the  jury, 
and  of  the  judge.  Some  people  never 
think  tl^mselves  right,  but  when  they 
think  others  in  the  wrcmg.  If,  sir,  the  last 
ministry  havebeen  guilty  of  misconduct,  or 
of  meanness,  bring  forward  the  charge,  \tt 
the  trial  commence.  This  is  what  they  ask, 
and  the  ^denial  of  this  justice  is  a  pretty 
clear  proof  of  the  futility  of  the  accusation. 
Sir,  this  would-  be  to  defend  forgery  by 
saying,  sir,  you  write  your  hunible  servant 
to  a  letter.  I  scarcely  talk  with  a  mem- 
ber of  either  house  who  does  not  com- 
plain of  this.  -  But,  sir,  this  mode  of  de- 
fence has  another  effect,  and  I  fear  one  of 
equsd  value  in  the  estimation  of  those  who 
employ  it,  and  has  become  habitual  like  au 
instinct. '  It  keeps  up  the  profligate  cry, 
that  all  public  men  are  alike ;  all  are  in- 
terested rogues.  It  tends  to  degrade  the 
house  of  commons,  and  the  men  distin- 
guished in  the  country  by  their  fortunes; 
education  and  public  spirit.  Here,  sir, 
daily  appears  that  favourite  object  of  all 
administrations,  but  of  two  very  short 
ones.  In  this  policy  the  ministers  for 
more  than  40  years  have  been  always  stea- 
dy, always  persevering,  however  fluctuat- 
ing and  trusting  for  public  measures  to  the 
expedients  of  the  day.  In  this  policy, 
for  more  than  30  years,  always,  I  fear,  too 
successful,  unfortunate  as  they  have  been 
in  losing  the  objects  of  all  their  wars,  and 
all  their  negociations.  Sir,  I  have  follow- 
ed the  ministers  through  their  defences, 
and  though  I  cannot  praise  their  discre- 
tion, or  compliment  them  on  their  success, 
I  see  something  to  approve  in  their  tast» 
and  dexterity.  One  likes  to  see  gentle- 
men profit  b^  their  reading.  It  is  an  esta* 
blished  rule  in  criticism,  that  the  stile  of 
a  composition  should  be  suited  to  the  sub- 
ject, that  whan  the  latter  .is  mat,  and  of 
)ugh  import,  the&fmer  should  be  elevated 
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and  dignified,  but  when  the  matter  in 
mean  and  poor,  the  manner  of  treating  it 
should  be  humble  and  low.  Sir,  they 
have  well  suited  their  justification  to  their 
for  the  case  is  not  more  atrocious 


case. 


than  the  justification  is  shabby,  prevaricat* 
ing,  and  inconsistent.  It  varies  like  a  hill 
of  'sand  in  the  wind ;  but,  sir,  it  is  need- 
less, to  stay  to  enauire  whether  these  in- 
consistent, contradictory,  belligerent  pleas 
are  five,  or  six,  or  more  or  less ;  enough  is 
clear,  that  they  rely  on  none  who  venture 
on  so  many ;  that  thinking  many  defences 
better  than  one,  they  set  up  such  as  are 
contradictory.  Like  the  well  known  story, 
they  attempt  to  prove  two  alibis  lest  one 
should  fail.  They  seem  to  think  that 
many  sophisms  are  equal  to  one  good 
argument,  or  that  arguments  should  be 
fluted  like  patterns  of  dress  to  different 
tastes  ^md  different  purposes.  One  reason 
to  critical,  inquiring,  uninfluenced  Europe, 
another  to  a  credulous,  confiding,  docile 
majority.— Indeed,  their  justifications  (like 
Quixote's  balsam,  that  would  only  cure 
the  wounds  of  him  that  had  been  dtlbbed 
a  knight,)  are  of  no  value  but  in  the  esti* 
mation  of  their  own  right  and  lawful  ad- 
herents, and  will  not  go  down  unless 
takeh  in  a  mixture  sweetened  by  a  little 
gratitude  for  past  favours,  or  a  little  ex- 
pectation of  future  ones.  It  has  been  said 
by  an  ancient  writer  that  the  augurs  in 
'  name  could  not  meet  to  inspect  the  en- 
trails, or  feed  the  sacred  chickens,  without 
•mi ling  at  each  other,  and  I  am  much 
sufpriscd  that  his  majesty's  ministers, 
with  such  a  defence  as  theirs,  can  turn 
round  and  look  their  msyority  in  the  face 
without  laughing.  Indeed  they  should 
use  their  friends  with  more  respect,  and 
should  at  least  appear  to  believe  their  own 
justification  before  they  ask  of  others  to  do 
so.  'Si  vis  me  flere  dolendum  est  primum 
ipsi  tibi'  is  a  rule  as  good  for  eloquence  in 
parliament  as  for  poetry  in  the  theatre. 
In  thiis.  examining  the  trivial,  discordant, 
contradictory,  and  unsatisiactdry  pleas 
of  ministers,  I  can  see  but  little,  except 
their  variety,  to  recommend  them.  They 
are  so  unsound  thai  being  ^posed  to  the 
air  they  crumble  into  dust.^This,  sir,  is 
the  wretched  figure  which  their  case 
makes  when  stript  to  the  naked  trdth;  and 
now  I  may  ask  the  three  questions 
which  I  stated  early.  But  if,  sir,  there 
are  doubts,  and  many  doubts  of  the 
affirmative  of  these  questions,  what  then 
is  tb«  situation  to  which  ministers  have 
reduced    this   great  and  g<;n«roas   na- 


tion ?  What  then  are  the  characteristics 
of  this  measure  ?  Sir,  it  is  most  painful, 
however  necessary,  to  be  compelled  to 
find  that  there  is  so  unanswerabUTa  case 
against  ministers,  because  they  have  had 
the  power  to  sully,  with  their  own«  the 
character  of  their  country.  It  would  be 
useless  however,  to  hope  that  Europe 
would  be  deceived,  if  we  would  not  en- 
quire, that  we  could  escape  from  the  con- 
sequences, because  we  desired  not  to  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  the  proceedings. 
Since  our  conduct  at  Copenhagen  will  be 
understood  by  Europe  for  our  humilia- 
tion and  injury,  let  us  be  acquainted  with 
its  nature  for  our  reproof  and  reforma- 
tion : — ^let  us  endeavour  to  understand  its 
injustice  and  its  impolicy,  that  we  may 
repair  the  former,  and  avoid  the  latter.— 
I  know,  sir,  that  topics  of  this  kind  are 
not  popular  in  this  house  ;  that  a  sort  of 
contempt  is  entertained  for  all  discussions 
of  right  and  wrong ;  that  we  like  to  hear 
of  our  power,  and  not  of  our  duties ;  and 
that  many,  even  the  youngest  men  among 
us,  treat  these  considerations  with  ridi- 
cule :  but,  sir,  this  is  not  only  far  from 
honourable,  it  is  also  far  from  safe.  Con- 
vinced as  I  am,  that  injustice  is  only  ano- 
ther name  for  impolicy.  Viewing  any 
transactioa  rather  in  its  general  conse- 
quences, than  in  its  immediate  mischiefs 
to  the  perpetrators,  I  cannot  but  hear  with 
great  apprehension,  such  invitations,  as  we 
have  heard  of  late,  to  despise  the  rules 
and  maxims  of  good  faith,  sanctioned  as 
they  have  been  hitherto  by  our  own  pro- 
fessions, and  by  our  own  practices^  lest 
such  a  scepticism  should  lead,  not  only  to 
ignominy,  but  to  ruin. — ^There  seems  to 
have  grown  up  of  late  a  disposition  to 
consider  all  political  morality  as  an  in- 
cumbranee  in  real  aii^irs,  and  we  have  re- 
cently heard  them  ridiculed  in  this  house, 
as  fit  only  for  the  schools,  but  unfit  for  the 
guidancie  of  parliaments,  and  of  minis- 
ters.— ^And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  but  regret 
that  in  this  new  school,  the  sages  and  doc- 
tors are  our  youngest  men. — ^Young  men, 
in  whom  we  expect,  and  rather  wish  to 
find  some  generous  mistake,  some  grace- 
ful enthusiasm^  some  attachment  to  the 
principles,  which,  if  well  taught,  they 
must  have  learnt  both  from  their  fi*iend^, 
and  their  tutors.— I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
led^,  and  to  praise  the  prematurity  of 
their  talents,  and  to  own  that  their  under- 
standings have  none  of  the  imperfections 
of  their  years,  but,  sir,  ih  their  feelings, 
and  in  thait  prtncipiesi  th^a  seems  to.be 
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an  equ^l  prematurity. — Sir,  they  hdve 
Kved  lohg  in  a  little  time,  there  is  no 
youth  in  their  minds :  no  spring  in  thieir 
years. — ^They  have  had  the  ill  fortuhe, 
6ven  if  their  present  opinions  were  cor- 
I'ect,  to  have  lost  too  soon  the  cheering 
illusions  of  life,  and  I  should  wish  them 
tfo  believe  that  if  such  opinions  as  they 
have  rejected,  were  only  prejudices,  that 
removing  such  prejudices  is  like  tearing  off 
one's  skin  that  we  may  feel  the  better. — 
But,  sir,  these  ancient  rules  are  riot  absurd 
prejudices,  nor  is  our  practice  of  late  right 
1x)  try'  how  nearly  we  can  go  to  the  edge  of 
right  and  wrong  %vithout  passing  over  the 
awfiil  boundary.  It  is  better,  sir,  to  keep 
at  a  safe  distance:  for  ray  part,  I  own, 
sir,  that  I  cannot  consent  to  go  so  nearly 
to  the  verge  of  the  precipice.  My  head 
h  not  strong  enough  to  stand  there,  and  to 
suiTey,  without  giddiness  and  terror  the 
abyss  of  disgrace  and  destruction  below. 
One  cannot  help  feeling  an  unwilling- 
ness to  discuss  truths  so  self-evident,  and 
so  important,  to  which  our  obedience 
should  be  habitual,  and  implicit:  There 
is  a  want. of  respect  for  them,  even  in  de- 
fending them :  the  controversy  neces- 
sarily throws  ah  air  of  doubtfulness  over 
truths  however  certain  and  venerable. 
It  is  saying  nothing,  to  say  that  there  are 
exceptions  to  such  generalities,  for  there 
are  very  few,  and  when  they  occur  they 
bring  the  evidence  of  their  necessity  along 
with  them.  Necessity,  if  it  comes  at  all. 
Comes  like  an  armed  man,  and  resistance 
is  foolish  and  impracticable. — ^There  may 
be  doubts,  as  to  nice  and  difficult  cases, 
but  we  know,  we  certainly  know,  where 
the  truth  lies,  as  we  know  where  about 
the  sun  is  in  the  heavens,  although  clouds 
prievent  his  appearance.  It  is  not  true 
that  there  exists  the  supposed  war  be- 
tween theory  and  practice,  between  rea- 
soning and  life.  Theory  may  be  foolish, 
may  be  inapplicable,  and  theorists  may  be 
silly  or  wicked,  but  philosophy  is  no  more 
to  be  accountable  for  the  errors  of  philo- 
sophers, than  religion  is  answerable  for 
the  errors  of  priests.  In  the  latter  case, 
luckily,  we  have  learnt  to  make  the  dis- 
tinction, but  we  have  still  to  learn  to  make 
it  in  the  former. — But,  sir,  the  authority 
of  this  new  sect,  of  this  prevalent  heresy, 
heeds  not  shake  us  in  our  convictions.  It  is 
an  old  and  worn-out  sophistry,  patched  up 
and  vamped,  and  glossed  over  for  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  The  laws  of  nation:^  afe 
as  true  as  if.  they  had  never- been  dis- 
piited,  and  ali  we*  can  say  is,  tha|  we  iii\i^t 
Vol.  X. 


'  pity  those  who  dispute  them.  The  at- 
tempt cahhot  injure  even  'the  surface  pt 
such  solid  truths,  and  the  impression  will 
pass  away  like  the  effect  of  breathing  on 
polished  silver. — A  slight  mist  that  va-^ 
nisheiS  in  a  moment. — Ignorance  alone  can 
call  such  opinions  in  question,  and  igno- 
rance, we  know,  is  given  to  despise  what-  - 
ever  she  does  not  understand.  An  un- 
taught man  can  see  in  a  book  only  ink^ 
unmeaning  scrawlS;^  where  an  instructed 
mind  reads  the  sublimest  ^truths,  or  th^ 
most  affecting  eloquence. — I  should,  sir^ 
however  have  rejoiced  to  say,  that  no  au- 
thority greater  than  that  of  violent  party, 
or  ministerial  speeches,  had  lent  it's  coun- 
tenance to  these  dreadful  doctrines.  No 
man  of  humanity,  nor  of  honour,  can  read, 
I  should  think,  without  shuddering,  two 
passages  put  by  ministers  into  the  Decla- 
ration against  Denmark.  ■  '  That  his  ma- 
jesty has  long  carried  on  a  most  unequal 
contest  of  scrupulous  forbearance,  against 
unrelenting  violence  and  oppression.  That] 
it  was  time  that  the  effects  of  that  dread* 
which  France  has  inspired  into  the  na- 
tions of  the  world,  should  be  counteracted^ 
by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  Great 
Britain/  Combining,  sir,  these  passaged 
in  the  Declaration  with  the  principles' 
avowed  by  ministers,  and  their  advocates, 
it  seems  that,  serious  as  the  facts  are  which 
we  are  now  considering,  that  the  principles 
of  British  policy  are  to  be  lowered  down  to^ 
our  pt'actice,  or  rather  degraded  below  it** 
level. — Men  in  general  are  said  to  become^ 
attached  to  their  principles'  as  they  do  to 
their  children,  by  the  sacrifices  they  make' 
to  them,  but  we,  sir,  seemi  to  look  back  on 
our  past  scrupulosity  with  regret,  and  to 
consider  all  the  years  of  our  adherence  to 
good  feith,  as  so  much  time  thrown  away^ 
and  lost— ^We  are  more  unwilling  that' 
others  should  he  knaves,  than  that  we' 
should  be  such  ourselves. — So,  then,  it' 
seems,  that  after  contending  with  vio- 
lence and  injustice,  for  fifteen  anxious 
years,  we  are  grown  weary  of  the  hcnour- 
ablfe  conflict,  the  noble  task,  with  which' 
all  Europe  rings  from  side  to  side. — We 
ate  fatigued  by  an  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  our  ancestors,  and 
have  begun  a  race  of  iniquity  with  our' 
antagonist,  now  that  he  has  so  long  got 
the  start  of  us.  As  we  are  making  such 
good  speed,  it  is  fit  that  we  iriqtiire  whe-' 
ther  we  are  in  the  right  road,,  or  whether^ 
we  have  forsaken  the  beaten  path  and  are 
wandering,  God  knows  whither!  intotrack- 
.less  deserts,  and  dangerous  qnagmiveB/ 
4  H 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1203]    PARL.  DEBATES^  Mabcb  21,  1808 — Mr.  Sharp' m  Moiimrdttipeio    [1204 


It  is  fitting  that  we  should  pause  before 
we  learn  this  new  alphabet  of  meanness 
and  mistake,  for  if  we  say  A,  we  must  say 
B  also,  and  must  go  through  to  the  last 
letter.  An  admission  of  such  principles 
as  are  now  avowed,  is  unbounded  in  its 
consequences.  It  is  not  a  sudden  gust, 
but  the  steady  trade  wind,  that  will  carry 
us  out  of  our  course  into  unknown  seas 
and  unforeseen  perils.  Bad  precedents  are 
the  most  dreadtul  legacy  we  can  leave  to 
those  that  follow  us.  They  are  '  hatred itas 
damnosa,'  like  the  bequest  of  Mirabeau 
to  his  friend  when  he  left  to  him  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts;  we  cannot  get  rid  of  the 
liabilities,  we  cannot  cut  oil'  the  entail — 
for  nations,  sir,  in  this  world  have  that 
future  existence,  the  belief  of  which  is  so 
necessary  to  prevent  individuals  from  pre- 
ferring the  present  tempting  violence  to 
the  future  and  permanent  reward.  The 
nation  of  next  year  and  next  century 
must  reap  the  harvest  sown  by  the  nation 
of  this  year  and  this  century.  The  crimi- 
nality of  the  fact  is  limited  in  its  extent 
and  duration,  and  perhaps  in  it's  conse- 
*quences. — But,  sir,  to  preach  violence  and 
rapine,  tp  affirm  that  there  is  no  rule  for 
human  action  but  the  interested  judgment 
of  those  who  happen  to  have  power,  this, 
sir,  this  is  striking  a  blow  at  the  heart  of 
society.  Such  a  doctrine  must  be  felt  in 
every  age,  and  in  every  country.  It  is  ab- 
solving and  proclaiming  a  general  pardon 
^o  all  the  tyrants  of  the  world ;  for  which 
will  not  plead  state  necessity?  It  is  un- 
speakably important  to  be  correct  in  our 
^pinion  on  such  subjects,  for  the  happiness 
and  tranquillity  of  millions  are  concerned. 
•—To  make  a  mistake,  here,  in  the  law 
tjiat  keep^  the  earth  from  being  a  desert, 
and  man  from  being  a  wild  beast,  is  most 
momentous.  The  law  of  nations  is  an  ex- 
traordinary code,  and  has  most  peculiar 
properties.  It  is  extremely  penal,—  it  in- 
forces  it*s  sentence  by  fire  and  sword, 
in  letters  of  bl^ood,  and  generally  in  the 
ilqod  of  the  innocent.  —  In  this  happy 
country  we  require  of  a  penal  law  that 
the  delinquency  should  be  incontestible, 
and  that  the  interpretation  should  be 
favourable.  But  in  national  law  there  is 
no  public  that  we  now  seem  to  fear,  and 
it  is  left  w'ithout  tribunal  or  sancticm.  We 
seem  to  have. forgotten  not  only  our  sense 
of  honour,  but  our  reasonable  fear  of  re- 
taliation and  revenge:,  our  insular  situa- 
tion renders  us  peculiarly,  liable  to  the 
temptation  of  departing  from  this  law,  for 
we  can  scarcely  4ieed  the  protectiQn  that 


it^afibrds.  If  loss  accniea,  the  only  ef- 
fects are  pecuniary.  How  far  this  secu- 
rity has  operated,  it  is  dreadHil  to  think, 
and  how  long  we  may  be  permitted  to 
be  secure,  it  is  as  dreadful  to  doubt. — 
Indeed,  sir,  some  symptoms  of  compunc- 
tion or  uneasiness  have  been  expressed, 
by  one  right  hon.  gent,  of  whom  I  am 
glad  to  entertain  the  same  opinion,  that 
is  entertained  by  his  friends;  however 
frequently  the  tides  and  currents  of  public 
affairs  may  accidentally  carry  him  away 
from  the  straight  course :  and  he  described^ 
sir,  this  business  with  a  very  appropriate 
epithet,  in  calling  it  a  heart-breaking  one. 
Supposing  the  feeling  that  dictated  this 
expression  to  be  serious,  he  must  be  aware 
that  so  small  a  grain  of  perfume  cannot 
sweeten  such  a  mass  of  cnence.  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  his  colleagues,  too,  will 
claim  their  share  in  these  tender  feelings 
for  the  sufferings  of  the  Danes,  and  tor 
the  wounds  given  to  British  honour,  and  it 
must  have  been  a  most  amusing,  as  well 
as  a  most  edifying;  sight,  to  have  seen  the 
cabinet  assembled  on  the  final  decision 
of  this  business.  What  a  mixture  of  po- 
licy and  morals,  of  fortitude  and  tender- 
ness !  what  a  display  of  white  handker- 
chiefs when  they  signed  the  fatal  counsel. 
Yet  alas,  sir,  all  this  reluctance  proves  but 
little  for  their  characters,  and  only  classes 
them  with  that  destructive,  inexorable  ani- 
mal, which  devours  his  prey  with  his 
eyes  full  of  tears.  Different  as  their  cha- 
racters are,  they  yltimately  concurred  in 
the  shameful  advice ;  and  the  pharisee 
and  the  publican  surrendered  their  doubts 
to  the  same  temptatibns. — Now,  sir,  as  to 
the  impolicy  of  the  measure.  In  the 
first  place,  we  who  were  at  the  head  of 
the  hopes  of  Europe,  and  perhaps  of 
its  affections,  as  France  unfortunately 
was  at  the  head  of  its  power.;  we  have 
squandered  all  the  accumulated  character 
or  centuries,  in  one  act  of  prodigal  and 
mistaking  violence,  and  if  we  are  incapa<^ 
ble  of  lamenting  the  injury  done  to  our  owA 
feelinss,  and  to  the  principles  of  justice, 
we  still  must  retipret  our  loss  of  character* 
as  the  loss  o^  power  and  influence. 
Even  Chartres  agreed  that  he  would  rea- 
dily give  a  fortune  for  a  good  charac* 
ter,  because  he  could  get  a  much,  larger . 
fortune  by  means  of  it.-r— But,  sir,  there 
are  better  reasons;  for  in  politics  as  in  ma- 
thematics, the  straightest  line  is  the  short- 
est, and  in  politicalquestions  you  may  in 
truth  judge. of  the  character  of  a  transac- 
tion by  its  consequences.      Our  ii^ustice 
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and  violence  are  a  fresh  proof  of  an  old 
remark;  that  the  vices  defeat  their  own 
purpose :  a  man  addicted  to  sensual  plea- 
sure, fills  his  body  with  pains ;  and  a 
vain  man  1)ecoroes  ridiculous:  so  does 
our  violence  tend  to  weaken  our  influence 
and  power,  and  not  to  increase  them.  In 
this  case,  sir,  we  may  infer  the  real  cha- 
racteristics, the  atrocity  of  the  measure 
by  its  innumerable  evils,  as  you  judge  of 
the  fury  of  k  storm,  by  the  wrecks  it  has 
thrown  on  shore. — I  shall  not  mention  the 
irade  of  the  Baltic  and  of  Denmark,  great 
as  it  was,  both  in  imports  and  exports,  but, 
I  shall  just  advert  to  the  three  purposes  of 
the  imputed  confederacy,  enumerated  in  his 
majesty'sDeclaration:  l .  To  shut  the  Sound 
against  us.  2.  To  exclude  us  from  our 
commercial,  and  indeed  all  other  connec- 
tion, with  the  continent.  3.  To  seize  the 
I>anish  navy — ^The  last,  so  far  as  regards 
the  ships,  and  some,  of  the  stores,  alone 
we  have  prevented,  but  we  have  effectual- 
ly surrendered  the  former  two:  for  the 
carcasses  of  the  ships,  and  a  few  stores, 
most  dearly  bought,  even  in  a  pecuniary 
view,  by  the  expences  of  the  expedition, 
of  which  the  wretched,  the  scandalous 
inventory  is  on  your  table,  we  have  sur- 
renderee! both  the  first  objects,  in  shutting 
ourselves  out  of  the  Sound,  and  from  the 
continent.  We  have  given  up  the  sailors, 
docks,  and  harbours;  we  have  lost  an  an- 
cient, useful,  and  neighbouring  ally,  of 
the  same  religion,  and  governed  by  the 
near  relation  of  the  illustrious  family  on 
our  throne.  We  have  laid  the  ceitain 
foundations  of  a  deep,  incurable,  imperish- 
able hatred  in  the  Danes,  to  be  taught 
them  in  the  nursery,  to  be  confirmed  and 
revived  every  time  they  paiss  through  the 
marks  of  our  violence  on  their  capital, 
on.  their  palaces,  and  their  altars. — ^We 
have  exposed  Sweden,  for  how  can  we 
hope  to  defend  her,  exposed  -as  she  is  on 
the  east  in  Finland,  and  on  the  south  in 
Sweden  itself.  We  have  alienated  Russia, 
for  after  lord  Hutchinson's  statements, 
and  even  afler  lord  G.  L.  Gower,  we  can 
have  no  doubt  that  the  emperor's  hosti- 
lity previous  to  our  bombardment  of  Co- 
penhagen, was  reluctant,  and  would  have 
been  fanguid,  but  since  that  unfortunate 
and  unprincipled  affair  it  has  become 
hearty,  and  will  be  vigorous.  In  the  Brst 
cases  we  might  have  expected  tardy  and 
ineffectual  force  in  the  field,  and  on  the  sea, 
and  ill -executed  prohibitions  of  our  trade. 
.  — ^They  have  alienated  Russia,  for  if  there 
was  tt  probability  that  the  English  party 


in  Russia  was  strong  and  discontented,' 
and  that  the  force  of  public  suffering  from 
the  rending  asunder  of  our  ancient  ties  of 
connection  might  have  spoken  out  so  forci- 
bly, as  to  influence  even  the  emperor 
himself^  powerful  as  he  is.  How  easy 
have  we  now  rendered  it,  for  his  ministers 
to  excite  popular  indication  against  us  ? 
how  easy  now  for  the  French  party  to 
suppress*  and  sil^jnce  the  friends  of  the 
English  ? — ^But,  say  the  dispatches  of  th^ 
ministers  at  the  Russian  court,  and  say  the 
ministers  here,  the  symptoms  of  returning 
confidence  appeared  afler  the  intelligence 
had  arrived  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh! 
If  this  be  so;  if  the  court  of  St  Peters- 
burgh  is  of  so  peculiar  a  character  as  to 
be  pleased  when  its  influence  is  braved,  its 
allies  conquered,  and  its  purposes  defeated, 
what  a*  pity  that  the  connection  between 
that  court,  and  our  ministers,  was  broken, 
since  the  latter,  judging  from  the  remarka- 
ble passage  in  the  Declaration,  are  so  will- 
ing, so  determined  in  fnture,  to  conciliate  alf 
our  allies,  by  acts  of  violence,  fraud,  aiid 
rapine. — Why,  sir,  did  we  not  further 
conciliate  her  by  seizing  the  squad »om 
that  passed  us  ?  Butj  sir,  to  be  serious;, 
since  such  is  the  determination  of  the 
present  administration,  instead  of  regret- 
ting, we  should  rejoice  that  we  are  at 
last  leflb  without  an  ally  to  betray,  and  ' 
without  a  neutral  nation  on  the  earth  to 
pillage  and  destroy.  The  value  of  our 
connection  with  Russia  is  inestimable,  and 
here  we  have  an  unexceptionable  proof,  for 
in  one  dispatch  of  the  secretary  of  state  it  is 
urged  that  the  '  only  chance  of  safety  for 
'  what  remains  of  Europe,  depends  on  the 
'  renewal  of  a  good  understanding  between 
'  England  and  Russia.' — And,  sir,  from 
the  interesting  conversation  lately  pub- 
lished, between  a  noble  lord,  then  on  an 
important  mission,  and  the  emperor,  it  is 
easy  to  perceive  the  profound  and  mis-i 
chievous  impression,  produced  on  the  em- 
peror's mind,  by  this  unexpected  and 
outrageous  transaction.  As  I  have  already 
intimated,  the  emperor's  reproaches  ex- 
press at  least  as  much  sorrow  and  regret, 
as  they  do  indignation,  and  a  determination 
to  obtain  satisfaction. — What,  indeed,  caii 
be  more  just  than  his  imperial  majesty's  - 
observation,  that  now  we  have  gone  be- 
yond the  outrages  of  the  government  of 
the  French,  that  w^e  had  now  justified 
all  their  proceedings,  and  that  if  such 
proceedings  were  admissible,  there  is 
an  end  to  all  relations  between  state 
and    state^    that    anarchy  had    begiinr 
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aod  that  all  were  at  liberty  to  do  as 
ihey  ples^sed.^ — Sir,  the  ruler  of  the  french 
is  an  able  player  at  the  terrible  game  of 
hostility,  he  not  only  plays  his  own  game 
ekiltully,  but  he  plays  well  to  the  blun- 
ders and  £»ults  of  his  antagonists.  In  one 
fatal  transaction  we  have  furnisKed  him 
with  an  answer  to  all  our  manifestoes,  de- 
clarations, and  invocations  of  the  Supreme 
^eing  to  aid  our  cause. — If  we  speak  of 
the  capture  of  our  ministers,  the  violation 
of  neutral  territory  at  Anspach,  of  the 
murder  of  the  last  hope  of  the  Conde  fa- 
^ily ; — his  reply  will  be, '  but  you  besieg- 
ed Copenhagen/  If  we  call  for  vengeance 
on  his  head,  and  reproach  hiin  for  the  blood 
jthat  he  spilt  in  Switzerland,  for  the  subver- 
sion of  their  peaceful  governments,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  freedom,  the  inde- 
pendence and  the  lives  of  its  virtuous  in- 
habitants, he  again  can  answer,  '  look  at 
home,  you  justified  me  at  Copenhagen.' 
— If  we  call  for  indignation  to  descend  on 
bis  head,  because  of  his  revolutionary 
frauds  and  violences  in  Italy  and  Egypt, 
be  will  again  reply,  *  and  you,  you  be- 
sieged and  fired  Copenhagen,  and  stole  its 
navy.'  *  Alas,  sir,  what  with  the  Conduct 
of  France  and  England,  the  ancient  tran- 
quillity of  Europe  is  disturbed^  never  to  be 
restored,  and  all  nations  must  hereafter, 
whatever  be  the  distressing  expence,  what- 
ever be  the  horrible  inconveniences,  stand 
as  it  were  in  arms,  and  perhaps  in  Europe, 
as  dn  the  turbulent  and  disorderly  go- 
vernments of  Asia,  the  husbandman  must 
sow  and  reap  with  arms  in  his  hands. 
Now,  sir,  though  this  answer  is  not  effec- 
tual for  his  vindication ;  it  is  effectual  to  si- 
lence, disgrace,  and  humiliate  us.  He 
will  do  more :  he.  will  feel  relieved 
irom  those  embarrassments,  which  some 
regard  to  the  opinion  of  Europe  threw  in 
his  way,  when  he  permitted  Austria  to 
iretain  possessions  which  he  wants,  Prussia 
to  keep,  and  Italy  to  be  divided  into  some- 
thing like  kingdoms.  Why  not  add  Spain 
and  Portugal  to  his  kingdom  ?  The  great- 
est mischief  that  the  vain  and  unprin- 
cipled* Louis  xiv.th  brought  upon  Europe 
ivas  the  necessity  of  preserving  peace  by 
|;he  ^umberous  and  burthensom^  aid  of 
immense  standing  armies.  This  necessity 
is  now  most  grievously  increased  by  prance 
•and  by  us,  and  no  place  accessible  by 
Jand  deems  itself  secure  from  her :  so  in 
iiiture  can  none  accessible  by  sea,  repose 
as  hj^retofbre  in  unarmed  security.  But, 
sir,  its  effect  in  discouraging  this  nation,  is 
^erhaps^  more  prejudicial  wan  its  encou- 


ragexnent  of  France,  Russia,  and  Denmark, 
in  their  hostile  attempts.  Many  eloquent 
exhortations  have  been  published  in  every 
form,  inciting  the  people  to  bear  all  bur- 
tl^ens  and  brave  all  dangers  cheerfully,  in 
defence  of  their  wives,  their  children, 
their  sovereign,  and  their  religion.  Will 
the  people  of  this  country  hereait.er  for^ 
get  that  the  Danes,  too,  at  Coponhagen^ 
had  wives  and  children,  their  sovereijoi 
and  their  altars,  to  defend  agaii^st  us^  the 
invaders?  Will  no  recollection'  of  our 
violences  in  Denmark  lie  heavy  oji  our 
spirits,  when  called  upon  to  resist  the 
violences  of  the  enemy,  retaliating  upon 
us.  Is  there  no  change  now  in  the  spirit 
that  animates  both  the  parties  in  this  ter- 
rible contest  ?  Will  not  the  ho^til^ 
myriads  on  the  opposite  shores  feel  an  in- 
crease of  ardour  and  confidence,  now  that 
they  are  called  upon  to  revisit  on  us  the 
aggressions  of  our  own  fleets  and  armies } 
Will  not  this  gallant  people  feel  some  lit- 
tle abatement  of  that  confidence  in  their 
own  just  cause,  and  in  the  protection  of 
Heaven,  which  in  all  our  papers,  our  pul^ 
pits,  our  tribunals,  and  our  parliaments, 
have  been  held  forth  as  tl^e  most  rational 
and  steady  principles  of -reliance  and  se- 
curity ?  Alas,  sir !  the  scene  is  now 
changed,  and  if  any  man  now  hearing  m^ 
thinks  that  this  is  a  light  matter,  or  thai 
these  inoral  causes  are  mere  pretexts,  and 
have  no  influence  on  mankind,  I  pity 
from  my  soul  his  ignorance  of  human  na^ 
ture,.and  his  mean  mistaken  conception! 
of  the  motives  that  actuate  it.  It  was, 
therefore,  no  rash,  romantic,  inconside- 
rate declaration  that  was  made  by  a  right 
hon.  gent,  whose  talents  and  wisdon^ 
are  far  above  my  praise,  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) on  a  former  occasion,  tha,t  b^  would 
rather  that  Buonaparte  should  have  th^ 
ships  manned  as  they  would  be  by.  disaf- 
fected crews,  and  equipped  by  a  reluctant 
government,  and  that  we  should  hay^ 
preserved  our  character,  and  our  influence 
over  the  mind  of  Europe.  When  I  thinlf 
of  the  little  we  get^  and  of  the  much  w^ 
lose,  I  cannot  help  despising  the  folly  a^ 
much  as  detesting  the  injustice  of  our  cal- 
culations. To  rob  a  little,  as  we  have 
done,  is  to  be  weak,  as  well  as  unprin- 
cipled ;  take  all  or  take  nothing,  and  leave 
not  the  injured  man  a  weapon  to  revenge 
himself.  We  have  taken  up  the  trade  of 
fraud  and  violence,  too  late,  tor  the  robber 
in  possession  has  the  advantage  of  us :  our's>' 
are  the  miserable  gleanings,  but  his  .th^' 
full  ha];v!^8t  of  spoil  and  iniquity.— S^',  ya^ 
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have  beard  praises  bestowed  on  what  is 
caiied  the  vigour  of  muiisters:  with  such  a 
want  of  regard  for  the  int^ests  of  human 
nature^  and  with  such  a  short  sighted  policy^ 
inactivity  would  almost  be  a  virtue.  But^ 
sir,  a  vain  desire  to^be  doing  something, 
a  restless  passion  for  celebrityj  a  desire  to 
eke  out  their  want  of  reputation  by  son^e 
shewy  noisy  act,  has  misled  them ;  and^sir^ 
it  is  untbrtunately  as  hard  to  obtain  a  fair 
fame  and  an  honest  popularity,  by  wisdoni 
and  by  talents,  as  it  is  easy  to  gain  notoriety 
by  extravagance,  and  excessive  atrocity, 
'^'hey  seemed  determined  to  engraft  their 
names  on  some  striking  action,  and  they 
have  had  recourse  to  injustice,  that  they 
might  attract  observation.  —  And,  sir, 
though  it  requires  great  patience,  perse- 
verance, and  wisdom,  to  raise  the  fabric  of 
a  fair  character  and  of  great  influence  in 
Europe,  yet  the  madness  or  incapacity 
of  a  few  vain  m^n  in  power  can  lay  it  in 
the  dust  in  a  few  moments.  Though  one 
begins  this  subject  with  indignation,  one 
ends  it  in  grief.  This,  then,  sir,  is  the  si- 
tuation in  which  we  now  stand,  after  this 
convulsive  efibrt  of  insane  exertion :  Den- 
mark hgs  been  invaded,  despoiled,  insulted, 
degraded,  and  exasperated  beyond  the  re- 
medy of  restitution  ai>d  repentance  :  Rus- 
sia has  been  wounded  in  her  pride,  alie- 
nated in  her  policy,  and  driven  into  deter- 
mined hostility  :  Sweden  is  exposed  to 
imminent  ruin,  which  even  now  is  burst- 
ing on  her  head  :  France  is  justified,  ^n- 
pouraged  and  strengthened  in  her  course : 
and  the.  rest  of  the  world  is  turning  away 
from  us  in  disgust,  regret,  contempt,  and 
indignation.  And  all  these  calamities, 
this  nakedness  of  condition,  we  owe  to  our- 
selves, to  our  own  violences,  and  not  to 
the  enemy.  Hereafter,  all  our  misfor- 
tunes must  be  embittered  by  the  consci- 
ousness of  having  deserved  them.  In  this 
portrait  I  do  not  recognize  tlie  ancient 
features  of  my  country,  the  accustomed 
characteristics  of  England.  They  are  de- 
iaced  and  destroyed  by  the  misconduct  of 
those  who  guide  her  affairs,  and  we  are 
hesitating,  or  doing  worse,  we  are  me- 
ditating to  involve  parliament  in  their 
disgrace.  Let-  us  stop,  to  use  the  language 
of  the  Declaration,  while  it  is  yet  time,  and 
withhold  our  sanction,,  if  we  have  not  the 
fortit(;de  to  censure  their  misdeeds. — Sir,  it 
is  difficult,  (I  have  found  it  impossible)  to 
^eak  of  these  events  without  using,  how- 
ever unwillingly,  the  expressions  of  warmth 
and  of  resentment:  but,  sir,  this  is  the 
l|iult  of  the  casej  an4  i^ot  t^e  fault  of  the 


speaker,  of  those  who  have,  been  guilty  of 
the  transaction,  and  not  of  those  who  de-* 
scribe  it. — I  know  not  what  the  feeling  of 
indignation  was  given  us  for,  if  it  is  not  to 
be  excited  and  justified  by  such  a  proceed t 
ing.  -  It  is  not  our  fault,  if  the  circum«> 
stances  are  such  as  to  give  to  the  plainest 
narration  the  colours  of  the  severest  in* 
vective,  and  if  the  unexaggerated  facts 
cannot  be  stated  without  the  use  of  words 
suggested  by  the  feelings  necessarily  as^ 
sociated  with  such  events.  I  am  aware« 
sir,  that  to  suit  the  temper  of  a  majority 
of  gentlemen  here,  it  would  liave  beeH 
prudent  to  subdue  one's  best  emiotions» 
and  to  dilute  their  natural  expressions. 
— It  was  once  said  by  a  man  of  rank  and 
influence,  which  he  had  employed  to  the 
unspeakable  mischief  of  his  country,  that 
he  had  derived  considerable  advantage 
from  i\\e  nature  of  his  actions  being  such, 
as  to  render  an  honest  adversary  averse 
even  to  the  mention  of  them.  There  is 
some  such  sad  and  profligate  advantage, 
arising  to  the  perpetiators  of  the  violence^ 
at  Copenhagen,  that  their  conduct  cannot 
be  spoken  of  properly  but  in  a  tone  and 
manner  not  approved  in  parlianaent,  which 
has  such  an  aversion  to  what  is  called  de-i 
clamation  and  vehemence,  that  it  will 
scarcely  endure  them,  even  when  the  Ian<« 
guage  they  use,  is  the  only  language  suiter 
ed  to  the  occasion.  Sir,  I  allow  that  gen- 
tleness, civility,  and  self- restraint  are  no 
small  virtues,  but  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this,  there  is  one.  thing  fairly  worth  them 
all,  and  th&t  is — truth.  In  the  little  tran^ 
sitory  controversies  of  wrangling  parties^ 
let  the  former  appear  and  please,  but 
here,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  let  no  man  be 
blamed  for  the  only  terms  that  correspond 
with  the  subject.  If  the  attack  we  speali 
of  was  not  unavoidable,  it  is  impossi* 
ble  to  exaggerate  either  the  guilt  or  tho 
folly.  What  is  meant  by  candour,  and 
mildness,  and  moderation,  is  indeed  some^^ 
times  of  great  use  in  public  affairs,  and 
never  of  more,  than  when  they  shelter  thet 
errors  of  ministers  from  ridicule,  9sA  their 
criminality  from  detection. —  They  arev 
sir,  however,  not  the  excellencies  of  all 
times  and  of  all  seasons;  in  some  they 
are  a  want  of  courage,  in  others  they  aro 
want  of  integrity.  The  recent  violation  ot 
publio  law  at  Copenhagen,  the  suddeiD 
overthrow  of  all  our  commercial  policy, 
the  breach  of  some  of  our  most  important 
and  most  constitutional  statutes,  by  the 
rash  and  ignorant  Orders  in  Council,  are  all' 
the  ill-favoured  Qfinsequence  of  aaalarm* 
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ing  change  in  our  principles  of  public  faith, 
and  of  public  maxims. — ^We  have  heard 
enough,  and  perhaps  raore  than  was  ho- 
nestly meant  of  the  dangers  of  innovation, 
but  no  innovation  can*  equal  the  late  inno- 
vations of  the  men  who  are  in  power. — It 
is.  perhaps  the  greatest  evil  of  the  French 
revolution,  that  it  has  let  loose  a  mischie- 
vous spirit  of  scepticism,  tempting  us  to 
distrust  all  the  maxims  of  right  and  wrong 
that  have  hitherto  kept  the  world  from 
having  more  resemblance  to  a  place  of 
torment,  than  a  state  of  probation. — Eng- 
land, not  England — ^\Ve  arc  invaded — con- 
quered— French  principles  have  invaded 
lis — we  are  conquered  in  our  hearts. — 
From  the  choice  of  those  whose  principles 
imd  conduct  ministers  have  lately  told  us 
that  they  study  in  order  to  avoid  thrm ; 
from  the  selection  of  him  whom  they  pur- 
pose to  imitate  ;  it  is  easy  to  infer  what 
will  be  the  future  characteristics  of  their 
administration. — ^They  have  learned,  sir, 
not  only  to  admire  the  enemy,  but  to 
pay  him  (he  sincerest  homage,  the  ho- 
mage of  imitation. — Would  to  heaven,  sir, 
such  being  their  choice,  that  they  knew 
better  what  in  him  to  select  for  their  ex- 
ample ;  but  imitators  in  general  are  blun- 
dering plagiarists,  and  copy  rather  the 
defects  than  the  excellencies  of  *  their  ori- 
ginal.— ^With  such  a  sensibility  to  the  beau-* 
ties  of  his  crimes,  I  wish  that  they  joined 
some  respect  for  his  prudence  and  sagaci-. 

S. — Sir,  this  is  a  most  frightful  effect  of 
e  successes  of  the  French,  that  they 
have  subdued  the  minds  as  well  as  the 
bodies  of  their  adversaries. — Is  there  some- 
thing in  his  faults  more  congenial  to  their 
taste  or  more  level  to  their  talents  ?  But, 
the  translation  they  publish  of  Buona- 
parte's works,  is  a  brown  paper  edition. 
•—Sir,  there  are  not  wanting  those,  and 
they  arc  no  inconsiderable  persons  in  tJiis 
country,  who  see  with  pleasure  both 'in 
India  and  in  Europe,  the  recent  appear- 
ances of  Englishmen  having  adopted  the 
principles  anJ  assimilated  to  the  character 
of  France. — To  such,  sir,  who  think  that 
security  for  England  is  to  be  sought  in  de- 
stroying the  peace  of  other  countries,  that 
the  nation  ought  to  distrust  its  past  ex- 
perience, ought  to  be  weary  of  its  ancient 
character,  an^  in  short,  sir,  who  think  with 
the  Declaration,  'That  his  majesty  has 
'  too  long  carried  on  a  most  unequal  con- 
*test  with  unrelenting  violence- and  op- 
*  pressiori ;  that  it  is  right,  that  the  effects 
'of  such  a  system  should  be  anticipated. 
^  That  it  is  time  that  the-  effects  of  that 


'  dread,  which  France  has  inspired,  should 
*  be  counteracted  by  a  similar  exertion 
.  '  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.* — ^I'o  such 
men,  how  fortunate,  how  providential  it 
'  must  appear,  that  the  changes  of  last  year 
!  in  his  majesty's  councils  have  taken  place. 
— !-For,  sir,  if  it  be  necessary  that  the  laws 
I  of  civil  society  should  be  broken,  if  it 
'  be  necessary,  *  that  the  commerce  oi'  the 
country  should  be  aimihilated,  if  it  be  ne- 
'  cessary  that  the   ancient,   the  enviable 
cofistitution  of  England  should  be  sus- 
pended or  foregone,  how  much  are  we  to  be 
•  congratulated,  that  ministers  have  so  little 
understanding  of  the  one,  and  so  little  re- 
■  spect  for  the  other.    Too  much  regard  for 
'  the  value  of  public  character — too  much 
.  knowledge  of  the  value  of  our  trade  and 
I  manufactures — too  much  affection  to  our 
j  inestimable    constitution — might    disable 
I  them  from  carrying  these  needful  viola- 
I  tions  into  full  and  sufficient  effect. — And 
indeed,  sir,  if^  as  I  believe,  the  noble  and 
honourable   persons  who  were   recently 
dismissed  from  their  stations,  understand 
their  own  interests  as  well  as  they  do  those 
of  their  country,  and   if  they  feel   for 
their  own  honour  as  acutely  as  I  think 
they  do,  they  will  be  contented,  they 
will    rejoice,  that  they  are  not    called 
upon    to  save    the    state    by    shedding 
innocent    blood,    and    by  violating  the 
laws  of  nations  and    the    laws    of   the 
land.     They  will  be  satisfied  with  the  bar- 
ren unprofitable  duty  of  defending  the 
great  maxims  of  both,  and  leave  to  others 
the  disreputable  and  mischievous  task  of 
establishing  the  exceptions. — Sir,  I  hope 
these  honourable    persons  will   continue 
their  meritorious  exertions,  however  small 
the  numbers  may  be  "that  support  them  in 
this  house. —  With  such  a  case  ^s  theirs, 
they  cannot  fail  of  success,  if  they  do  but 
persist.     Perseverance  in  a  doubtM  pur- 
pose makes  a  doubtful  purpose  respecta- 
ble, perseverance  in  a  good  purpose  makes 
a  good  cause  irresistible.     For  ray  part, 
sir,  nllhough  for  the  sake  of  the  house  and 
of  the  country,  I  c6uld  ardently  wish  that 
many  Aiay  be  found  to  reprobate  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen,  yet  I  shall  be  lit- 
tle dejected,  and  not  at  all  disappointed; 
however  small  the  number  that  is  found 
to.  concur  with  me.     Besides  the   duty 
which  a  public  man  owes  to  his  countryjj 
he  owes  something  to  himself;  and  I  own, 
sir,  that  if  some  attempt  had  not  been 
made  to  restore  the  national  character,  and* 
if,  while  I  had  the  honour  to  sit  ht  this 
house,  eHber  in<)olence  >or  timidity  bad' 
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deterred  rne  from  exerting^  to  the  utmost, 
my  feeble  powers  in  the  support  of  such 
an  attempt,  the  recollection  of  having  had 
a  seat  here,  would  be  a  never-failing  source 
of  regret  and  self-reproach — Liberavimi' 
mam  mearn.  —  I  have  discharged  what  I 
feel  to  be  my  duty,  and  I  am  sure  of  my 
reward  in  the  satisfaction  of  having  over- 
come my  reluctance  to  present  myself  to 
the  house  on  so  important  an  occasion.  I 
shall  have  entered  my  protest  (and  shall 
have  given  other  gentlemen  more  able 
an  opportunity  to  do  the  same)  against  a 
measure,  which  in  my  conscience,  I  think 
to  be  eaually  injurious  to  the  character 
Mid  to  tne  interests  of  my  country,  and, 
in  defence  of  whigh,  I  have  heard  no  facts 
alledged  but  such  as  are  untrue  or  un- 
proved, and  no  arguments  employed  but 
such  as  are  inapplicable  or  frivolous. — ■ 
I  shall  conclude,  sir,  with  moving,  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty^  submitting  to  his  majesty,  that  we 
have  attentively  considered  all  the  infor 
mation  before  us,  respecting  the  late  at- 
tack on  Copenhagen,  and  the  war  in  which 
"we  have  consequently  been  involved ;  arid 
that  we  deeply  lament  to  have  found  it 
impeifect,  contradictory,  and  unsatisfac- 
tory in  all  its  parts. — ^That  respecting  a 
transaction  in  which  both  the  honour  and 
the  interests  of  our  country  are  so  deeply 
concerned,  we  had  hoped  for  the  fullest 
explanation. — ^That  the  principles  of  our 
constitution,  and  the  uniform  practice  of 
his  majesty  and  the  sovereigns  of  his  illus- 
trious house,  require  that  parliament  should 
be  distinctly  apprized  of  the  true  grounds 
of  entering  into  new  wars,  and  e.«pecially 
in  a  situation  of  the  country  so  extraordi- 
nary and  unprecedented  as  the  present. — 
That  had  Denmark  been  a  party  to  any 
hostile  confederacy,  either  for  menacing 
his  majesty's  territories  or  invading  his 
maritime  rights,  our  resistance  would  have 
been  necessary,  and  our  warfare  legiti- 
mate ;  and  that  under  such  circumstances, 
this  house  would  only  have  had  to  regret 
that  bis  majesty  should  have  been  advised 
so  lightly  to  abandon  the  ports  and  arae- 
nals  of  that  countiy ;  for,  that  had  the  al- 
leged danger  been  leal,  the  possession  of 
those  ports  during  the  war  would  have 
afforded  the  best  security  against  that 
danger ;  whereas  the  abandonment  of 
them  has  npvv  left  U5  more  than  ever  ex- 
posed to  it. — ^But  that  we  can  entertain  no 
doubt,  tjasit^  iii^tead,  of  .engaging  in  hostile 
leagues, Denmark  wishedonly  to  maintain 
Kern^utrality  j;  t^at  this  fact  is  pfoyed 


even  by  the  imperfect  documents  which' 
have  been  laid  before  us  ;  and  is  distinctly 
acknowledged  in  the  proclamation  issued, 
by  his  majesty's  commanders  immediately 
before  the  attack. — ^That  not  only  was. 
Denmark  no  party  to  such  a  league,  but 
we  see  "no   ground  to  believe  that  she  was 
privy  to  it ;  and  the  very  fact  of  its  exist-, 
ence  is,  to  say  the   least,   in   the  highest 
degree.questionable.-7-That  the  conclusion 
of  any  secret  articles  at  Tilsit,   affecting 
the  rights  or  interests  of  this  country,  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  uniformly  denied,  both 
by  Russia  and  France  ;  and  that  the  cor-, 
respondence  of  his  majesty's  secretary  cf 
state,  and  the  dates  of  the  transactions,, 
prove,  that  if  any  such  articles  did  exist,, 
his  majesty's  ministers  were  not  in  pos- 
session of  them,  when  the-  attack  was  or- 
dered against  Copenhagen. — ^That  his  ma- 
jesty's ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh,  in. 
an  official  note,  rested  the  defence  of  that 
measure,  not  on  the  hostile  purposes  either, 
of  Denmark  or  of  Russia,  but  solely  on 
designs  which  it  was  said  the  French  go- 
vernment had  long  been  known  to  enter- 
tain.— ^And,  that   his  majesty's   ministers 
not  only  advised  his  majesty  to   abstain 
from  those  measures  of  hostility  against 
Russia,  which   it  was  their  duty  to  have 
recommended,  had  they  really  believed 
in  the  existence  of  such  engagements  ; 
but  they  actually  solicited  her  mediation 
to  extinguish  that  war,  and  her  guarantee 
to  defeat  those  projects,  in  which  it  is  now 
pretended  she  was  known  to  have  been  a 
principal   and   contracting    party. — ^That 
allegations,  thus  inconsistent  with  them- 
selves, and  contrary  to  admitted  facts, 
rather  weaken  than  support  the  case  to  • 
which  they  are  applied. — That,  with  res- 
pect to  the   pretended  necessity  of  the 
case,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  a'^sure 
his    majesty,    that  we   cannot   think  so 
meanly  of  the   power  and  resources  of  his 
empire,  of  the  spirit  of  his  people,  or  of  • 
the  valour  and  discipline  of  his  fleets  and 
armies,  as  to  admit  that  isuch  an  act  would . 
have  been  required  for  any  purpose  of  self- 
preservation. — ^And  that,  whatever  tern-  . 
porary  advantages  the  possession  of  the 
ships  and  stores  taken  at  Copenhagen  may  , 
aflbi*d,    have   been    more  than  counter- . 
balanced  by  the  increased  dangers  arising 
from  the  manner  by  which  they  have  been 
obtained. — ^That  this  measure,  so  highly 
objectionable. both  in  policy  and  in  prin- 
ciple, has  augmented  the  number  of  our 
enemies  ;    has  animated   against  us  the 
passioas  of  whole  nation;;;,  who    before . 
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w«re  araieably  disrposed  towards  us,  and 
ha»,  above  all,  shaken  oar  own  reliance  on 
the  justice  of  our  cause  ;  the  only  senti- 
liient  which  has  hitherto  upheld  us  in  all 
6ur  di$culties  ;  commanding  the  respect 
(jf  other  nations,  and  inspiring  our  own , 
people  with  a  confident  expectation,  under 
the  bl'essing  of  providence,  of  a  successful- 
Jlsrmination  of  a  long  and  arduous  contest. 
•^That  we  are  ever  unwilling  to  pronounce 
definitely  on  a  measure,  th^  whole  grounds 
of  which  are  not  before  us  :  but  that,  in  a 
dase  which  above  all  others  required  the 
clearest  proof,  we  have  the  dteep  morti- 
fication of  being  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  every  presumption  is  against 
us  ;  and  that  no  evidence  has  yet  been 
-adduced  on  which  we  can  safely  rest  the 
defence  of  our  Country,  from  accusations 
the  most  injurious  to  our  national  cha- 
iticter/' 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said,  the  whole  of  the 
criminality  imputed  by  the  hon.  member 
who  had  just  sat  down,  rested  upon  an  er- 
roneous supposition,  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  charged  Denmark  with  being  in 
collusion  with  France.  The  Copenhagen 
Expedition  was  undertaken,  and  justified, 
on  the  grounds  of  the  unquestionable  and 
declared  intentions  of  the  Frendi  gotem- 
ment  to  turn  the  whole  power  of  the  con- 
tinent against  England  ;  and  the  inability 
of  Denmark  to  resist  the  coercion  of 
France,  and  her  unwillingness  to  irritate, 
by  any  appearance  of  a  disposition  to  re- 
sist. The  hon.  gent,  went  through  all  the 
arguments  pidvanced  in  the  former  discus- 
sions relative  to  this  subject,  to  shew  that 
France  was  determined  and  prepared  to 
fftrce  Denmark  into  her  system  ;  and  that 
Denmark  was  unprepared  and  undetermin- 
ed to  make  any  opposition.  He  stated, 
from  high  authority,  that  if  the  Expedi- 
tion to  Copenhagen  had  not  takeit  place, 
France  would  have  had  under  her  con- 
troul,  and  at  her  disposal,  a  fleet  of  70 
saiLof  the  line,  from  Antwerp,  North,  in- 
cluding Dutch,  'Danes,  Russians,  and 
Swedes ;  for  when  menaced  by  Russia  on 
one  side,  and  France  and  Denmark,  with 
the  whole  of  the  Danish  fleet  on  the  other, 
Sweden  could  not  long  hold  out.  He 
ccmcluded,  from  a  view  of  all  the  argu- 
n^ents,  that  the  capture  of  the  Danish  fleet 
was  not  only  necessary  and  justifiable,  but 
highly  commendable.  Li  that  view  he 
thought  the  house  bound  to  set  a  fixed 
nkark  of  its  approbation  on  a  measure 
whichit  bad  repeatedly  sanctioned  with  its 
full  assent  in  a  vlinety  of  forms.   He  there- 


fijre  designed,  after  thi5  present  que^ioii' 
was  disposed  of,  in  the  manner  in  which  he* 
was  sure  the  house  must,  from  every  prin- 
ciple of  reason  and  consistency,  deal  with- 
it,  to  propose  a  resolution,  stating  ''That' 
this  house,  considering  the  Declarations' 
laid  before  them  by  his  majesty's  com- 
mand ;  the  state  to  which  the  continent 
was  reduced  in  consequence  •of  the  nego-* 
tiations  and  peace  of  Tilsit ;  the  avowed- 
declaration  of  the  French  government  to" 
exclude  the  British  flag  from  every  port^ 
in  Europe,  ahd-  to  combine  all  the  powers' 
of  the  continent  in  a  general  confederacy 
against  the  maritime  tights  and  political- 
existence  of  Great  Britain ;  most  highly 
approve  the  prompt  and  vigorous  measures' 
which  were  adopted  by  his  majesty's  mi-* 
nisters,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  majesty's  enemies  the 
fleet  arid  naval  resources  of  Denmark.'* 

Mr.  Porcher  highly  approved  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  Copenhagen.  He  expected  to 
have  found  some  novelty  in  the  arguments 
advanced  to  bring  the  house  to  decide 
against  the  nysrits  of  the  measure,  after  it' 
had  so  often  sanctioned  it  with  its  unli- 
mited approbation.  But  when  he  review- 
ed the  whole  speech  of  the  hon.  gent,  on 
the  other  side,  he  found  nothing  in  it  but* 
old  friends  with  new  faces. 

Mr.  Ot^de  thought  that  ministers  had  no 
ground  of  justification  for  their  attack  on 
Copenhagen.  If  they  really  meant  to' 
counteract  .the  projects  of  Buonaparte, 
they  should  have  co-operated  with  Den- 
mark in  resisting  his  forces,  instead  of 
having  committed  a  most  violent  act  of 
aggression.  Our  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion, he  considered  to  be  the  greatest  tri- 
umph gained  by  the  enemy  during  the 
present  contest,  because  it  was  a  proceed-, 
ing  which  justified  all  his  oppressions' and' 
other  measures  of  rigour,  violence,  and" 
pluhd  er.  How  degraded  must  .Great  Bri- 
tain have  appeared  after  the  perpetration 
of  such  atrocity !  We  who  had  shed  our 
blood,  and  ex'pended  our  treasure,  in  sup- ' 
port  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  justice, 
had,  after  a  struggle  of  many  years,  de-*^ 
based  ourselves  by  a  violation  of  every 
principle  which  had  raised  t)ur  character- 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  held  us  yp 
as  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  nations. 
It  was  fortunate,  hoi^eter,  that  die  people 
could  still  maintain  their  weight,  am  that 
we  might  be  able  to  rescue  thecountrv 
from  the  dishonburable' condition  in' which 
it  had  been  placed  by  rainistelrs.  In  the 
hope  of  accoinpliidhing^t!u»  desirable  Db- 


,     Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  '' 


1217]      PARL.  DEBATES,  March  21,  l%0$^the  ExpedHion  to Cbpaihagen.      [1218' 


ject,  he  felt  Himself  ^called  on  to  support 
the  original  motion. 

Lord  G.  L,  Gavoer  hoped  the  house 
would  indulge  him  while  he  stated  a  few 
facts,  on  the  ground  of  which  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  dissent  from  the  Resolution, 
^ndto  support  the  Amendment  which  it, 
n^as /proposed  to  introduce  upon  it.  He 
had  listened  to  all  the  arguments  advan- 
ced to  support  the  resolution,  and  there 
was-  not  one  among  them  which  pave  him 
reason  to  doubt,  that  if  the  expedition  to 
Copenhagen  had  never  taken  place,  we 
should  now  have  been  equally  at  war  with 
I>enmark  as  we  are.  It  was  the  known 
and  avowed  determination  of  the  French 
government  to  force  all  the  continental 
powers  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  and  Den- 
mark, it  was  notoriously  known,  wanted 
itrength  and  resolution  to  resist  the  appeal. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  penmark  would 
have  preferred  neutrality,  if  left  to  her 
option :  but  when  the  alternative  of 
chusing  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
would  have  been  put  to  her,  he  had  as  lit- 
tle doubt  that  her  inclination  and  her  fears 
would  have  led  her  to  prefer  France.  The 
house  would  recollect,  from  the  corres- 
pondence of  lord  Howick  with  Mr.  Rist 
and  Mr.  Garlike,  that  when  the  court  of 
Denmark  was  most  loud  in  complaint  of 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th '.of  Janua- 
ry, which  was  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  law  of  nations,  it  was,  at  the  same 
time,  taking  all  possible  pains  to  palliate 
the  French  Decrees,  which  went  to  violate 
the  neutrality  of  every  nation.  He  would 
allso  bring  to  the  recollection  of  the  house, 
that  all  English  letters  had  been  prevented 
from  passing  to  and  from  the  continent 
by  meane  of  the  Danish  post ;  and  that 
Mr.  Thornton  had  been,  in  consequence, 
obliged  to  make  use  of  special  messen- 
gers, when  he  wanted  to  send  any  dis- 
patch of  ever  so  little  moment.  It  was 
also  material  to  consider,  that  the  new 
system  of  maritime  law  announced  by 
Buoi^aparte  was  in  perfect  conformity 
with  the  known  policy  of  the  court  of 
Denmark,  with  the  ptinciples  which  had 
employed  the  pens  of  the  ablest  Danish 
writers,  and  with  the  feelings  and  interests- 
of  the  whole  Danish  people.  From  all 
these  considerations,  there  was  no  doubt 
on  his  mind,  that  if  Denmark  was  put  to 
the  •  alternative^  as  she  certainly  would 
have  been,  slie  would  have  preferred  the 
alliance  of  France  to  that  of  Britain.  It 
was  said,  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  was, 
in  ttie  Jee^ftVji^sof  his  mind,  favourable  to 
Vol.  X. 


th^  cause  of  this  country:   this  was  a 
statement  to  which  he  could  give  no  cre- 
dit.     He   thought  it  very  natural,  that 
when  a  maQ  conceived  that  he  had  been 
deserted  by  his  friend  on  an  arduous  occa* 
sion,  his  feeling?  should  recoil  against  that ' 
man  who  had  before  been  his  friend.     He 
was,  however,  persuaded  that  the  emperor  - 
of  Russia  had  too  great  a  regard  for  his 
subjects  to  involve  them  in  a  war  with  this ' 
country,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  gratify- 
ing his  own  private  feelings  or  resentments, . 
but  that  he  was  bound  by  sacred  engagfe-  ■ 
ments  to  adopt  the  line  he  had  taken. 
When  he  himself  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  ask 
information  from  Russia  as  to  the  secret ' 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  the  Russian 
ministers  did  not  deny  them,  but  simply 
advised  him  to  use  all  the  influence  he  haH 
with  his  court  to  make  peace  with  France.  * 
It  was  by  making  a  peace  with  France 
that  we  could  alone  hope  to  escape  the » 
ill   effects  of  those  secret  arrangements. 
Those  arrangement^  were  perhaps  not  al- 
together dictated  by  France,  but  might 
be  agreeable  to  the  policy  and  the  views 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia.     It  m^t  be  re- ; 
collected  that  in  the  year  1 805,  before  the  • 
emperor  of  Russia  was  disgusted  with  the 
unfortunate  issue  o^  the  battles  of  Auster- ' 
litz,  Jena,  and  Friedland,  he  would  not. 
allow  his  ministers  to  sign  the  treaty  of 
alliance  with  this  country,  without  ex-? 
pressly  declaiming,  that  if  it  turned  out,  ■ 
upon  examination,  that  there  *  was   any 
thing  in  the   maritime  code  of,  England 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice,  the 
emperor  of  Russia   would  use  his « good* 
offices  to  have  it  remedied.    As  soon  as  the 
Russian  army  returned  from  Tilsit,  the  em- 
peror ordered  the  fortifications  of  Cron— 
stadt  and  his  other  ports*  to  be  repaired 
and  enlarged ;  and  he  himself  had  heard, 
from  a  very  high    authority   (whom-  it 
was '  not  necessary  to  name)  -  that  it  was ' 
proper  to  act  cautiously  with  respect  to 
England,  or,  to  use  the  French  term, '  il  fau^; 
menager  I'Angleterre/    He  was  convinced 
in  his  own  mind,  that  there  was  no  possible 
way  of  avoidinjj  a  Northern  confederacy^ : 
-except  by  makmg  a  peace  with  France.  • 
The  Danish  fleet  waS,  however,  the  prin- 
cipal means  which  the; Northern  nations; 
possessed,  and  the  capture  of  it  weakened . 
most  materially  the  Northern  confederacy.; 
He  could  not,  however,  conceive,  that  the . 
merit  of  the  present  ministers,  in  sending ' 
out  the  expedition,  was  any  thing  more*^ 
than  a  negative  merit.    He  thought  no. 
set  of  ministers  that  the  .country  cou^^ 
4  I 
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b»ve»  »fter  the  infonBation  whick  he  wm 
sure  had  been  receivedj  could  hajre  a?oided 
flf&ding  the  expedition.  At  the  same  time« 
therefore,  that  he  approved  of  the  ineasurei 
he  thoiight  it  sa  obvious  and  anavoidable» 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  voting  aj»y 
particular  resolution  of  approbation  w  m- 
ntsteffs* 

.  fdrl  Ahercrmbif  8«pf»orted  the  Addrees* 
Thr.  escpedition  agauMt  Copenhagen  was 
adi^itted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  depATtore 
fynQX  the  acknowledged  rule  abd  practice 
ol^natians ;  and  in  oider  to  justify  this  de- 
▼iai^on,  ministers  ought  to  have  proved 
that  they  neglected  no  means  which  might 
be  calculate^  to  stimulate  Denmark  to  ac* 
tive  exertions  in  her  own  defence;  that 
BeniBark  was  tncap^eof  dfe&nding  her- 
self with  the  assistance  of  this  countrv, 
which  could  only  he  done  satisfactorily 
by  the  report  of  military  oificears :  that  in 
coritequence  of  the  cs^ition  they  had 
procured  for  tibe  coanbrya  substaatial  and 
permanent  security.  Iiiey  omght  abo  to 
have  proved  that  the  expedition  was  de- 
feasible^ as  well  on  the  ground  of  policy 
as  of  justice.  But  as  there  was  no  evi- 
4lence  in  the  papers  whidi  had  been  laid 
before  the  house  to  ^ove  any  one  of  these 
positions^  he  should  certainly  vote  km  the 
Address.  ^ 

Mr.  R,  Thornton  vindicated  the  cendoct 
of  government,  and  thought  it  not  right  to 
4o  so  hy  a  silent  vote,  but  to  state  hif  rea- 
sons, tlmt  he  might  not  seem  to  centradtet 
Jus  vote  on  a  former  ni^t,  relative  to  the 
subject  of  a  treaty  made  in  our  India  pos- 
sessions. He  said  that  France  had  issued 
ber  decree  <yver  the  continent;  **  the 
bouse  of  Brunswick  has  ceased  to  reign.'' 
He  defended  the  conduct  of  mkiislen  in 
the  attack  apon  Copenhagen  icom  the  ho^ 
tile  sentiments  which  Denmark  was  known 
to  entertam  against  this  country  on  the 
late  occasion,  and  which  she  had  hkewiae 
manifested  in  1780  and  in  I80i.  A  g^reat 
deal  had  been  said  upon  the  melpalafey  of 
the  measure,  but  he  reminded  the  hoaae 
that  ministers  bad  a  moral  diatey  to  per- 
form to  thdr  awn,  as  well  as  to  other 
countries ;  which  was,  to  vindicate  its 
rights,  and  to  watch  over  its  seyQurity  and 
independen<$e.  Gentlemen  also  had  talk- 
ed Sttoc^  of  the  law  of  nationsi  foa^etting 
the  important  circumstance,  ^at  now 
there  were  no  nations  on  the  continent  of 
Bnvope^bot  one.  They  had  all  been 
awallowed  up  in  the  Tortex  of  France. 
Russia  was  France,  Germany  was  France, 
Prussia  was  i^ra&ec*  Dtmnark  wsHi,Fraace ; 


the  law  of  France  was  the  la*.v  of  nalioni^ 
and  what  that  law  was,  how  equals  how 
moderatfit  bow  forbearing,  geiitlem^ 
might  judge.  I^et  us  not  obey  a  Bama 
and  a  shadow,  or  call  that  a  nputrality 
which,  in  feet,  depended  upon  the  dictate* 
of  France.  Denmark  had  pursued  a  8ys«* 
tern  of  hostility  against  this  lotion  u».tba 
year  178Q,  had  renewed  it  in  1801^  and 
had  shewn  a  hostile  mind  in  the  lasi 
year.  At  each  of  these  periods  her  crjc 
was  the  same,  *'  the  liberty  of  the  sea^ 
and  the  paci^ation  of  EuFope.'^  He  ad* 
verted  to  her  wanton  i^gression  agai^. 
Hamburgh*  when  th^  princ^  of  Hess^, 
mai'ched  a  body  of  tix>Qps  intp  that  placf^ 
and  ordered  it  to  surrender.  He  stated^ 
that  his  conodct^ns  at  S^.  Petersbufgh 
gave  him  an  opportunity  to  ku^w  that  the 
public  mind  was  S0t  against  us,  from  the 
date  «f  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  and  before 
the  Danish  exp^ition.  That  expedition 
was  called  at  St.  Pet^rsburgh  a  spirited 
undertaking,  but  afterwards  there  was, 
some  vibration  la  the  public  sentiments, 
and  the  influence  of  Fran(Ce  prevailed  ta 
keep  up  hostility  against  this  country. 

The  Secretory  at  War  considered  the 
proceedings  at  Copenhagen  as  no  breach 
of  the  law  of  natioins.  There  was  an  en- 
gine of  war  which  the  enemy  meant  to 
tMto.  against  us,  and  we  anticipated  him 
by  gettmg  possession  of  it  first.  He  shew- 
ed that  the  Danes  were  totally  incapable 
of  making  any  resistance  in  Holstein,  and 
their  having  taken  no  step  to  remove  their 
army  to  Zealand,  or.  to  put  that  ^nd  other 
islands  faito  a  state  oi  defence,  even  when 
a  laigo  Frcaioh  ampiy  had  entered  Hai^- 
burghf  was  a  prioof  that  no  resistance  wa# 
inlended*  No  other  object  cpuld  be  as- 
signed for  this  assemblage  of  Fr^iich  troops 
at  Hamburgh,  but  to  compel  Denmark  to 
coincide  in  the  views  of  France.*  Even 
the  naval  force  of  Denmark*  which  waa 
essential  to  the  defence  of  Zealand^  wa9 
in  such  a  oanditioE^  that  it  required  six 
weeks  preparation  to  fk  it  to  oncouBter  the 
isea.  From  tiiese  cireumatanqes,  it  was. 
^evident,  that  there  was,  in  the  court  of 
Denmark,  a  want  of  power  and  exertion 
to  defend  itself,  and  a  disposition  to  yield> 
which  it  became  our  duty  to  anticipate, 
so  far  as  the  effects  of  it^  might  be  detri- 
mental to  us. 

Dr.  Laurence  observed,  in  answer  to  what 
had  been  said  by  the  iMm.  member,  that 
there  were  still  «ome  nations^xisting,  such 
as  Sweden*  9iciiy,  Sardinia^  and  America. 
Aud  thouglikall  Aation*  luul  beejn  ingqlph- 
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«d  in  France,  yet  the  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations  would  still  remain  in  their  full 
fbrce.  Necessity  had  been  urged  for.  this 
expedition.  Certainly,  if  that  necessity 
was  fully  proved,  that  would  bring  the 
case  within  the  law  of  nations ;  for  self- 
preserratTon  was  the  first  law  of  nature, 
fitmong  nations  as  well  as  indiytduals.  But 
this  must  be  a  real,  clear,  and  incontesti- 
bI6  neteessity,  and  not.  what  the  caprice  of 
ii  minister  might  call  necessity.  1  hat  real 
necessity  had  not  been  proved.  The  pre- 
vious ho^stile  mind  of  Denmark  Was  totally 
otit  of  the  que^ion ;  and  he  Was  sorry 
that  any  one  had  adverted  to  the  particu- 
lars of  the  conduct  of  Denmark  in  1780 
lirtd  1901.  Upon  this  principle,  Sweden, 
loo,  ought  to  have  been  attaclred  in  the 
«ame  manner,  for  she  had  proclaimed  the 
doctrine  that  free  bottoms  made  free  goods, 
is  well  as  Denmark.  If  former  conduct 
Wis  to  be  taken  into  account,  there  was  no 
violation  of  law  and  justice  that  might  not 
be  defended. — ^Th*  next  point  was,  the  en- 
gagements which  Russia  had  entered  into 
With  France.  But,  it  was  impossible  that 
ministers  themselves  could  have  believed 
th&t  Russia  had  engaged  to  compel  Den- 
mark and  Sweden  to  join  with  her  in  hos- 
tilities against  this  country.  The  impossi- 
bility of  any  such  belief  was  evident  from 
the  conduct  which  thev  themselves  had 
^opted  with  regard  to  Uussia.  He  allow- 
ed that  Russia  mieht  possibly  have  been 
at  war  with  us,  whether  the  Danish  ships 
had  been  seized  or  not.  But  there  might 
be  a  war  into  which  a  nation  might  be 
driven  by  an  external  force,  in  which, 
however,  she  would  not  put  forth  half  her 
strength.  This  would  have  been  the  hos- 
tility of  Russia ;  but  now  that  was  turned 
into  an  inveterate  enmity.  Could  France 
have  seized  the  Danish  fleet  against  the 
will  of  the  Danish  government  ?  Sicily 
had  as  yet  been  defended — Sardinia  was 
still  safe — and  there  was  a  little  comforta- 
ble ditch  between  us  and  Fraiice,  and  that 
ditch  the  French  had  not  been  able  to 
p^.  Why,  then,  could  hot  Zealand  be 
defended  ?  That  the  Danes  ^ould  haVe 
adhered  to  England  when  the  niothent  of 
extremity  came,  he  argued,  frorf^  th6  evi- 
dent interest  of  Denmark.  It  w6uld  have 
been  insanity  in  Detunark,  a^  some  of  the 
Danes  themselves  affirmed,  t6  have  chosen 
to  join  France  against  England.  The  dis- 
p^osltion  of  the  prince-  evidently  was  not  to 
give  way  to  France,  tis  clearly  appeared 
from  thd  papers  e^the  table;  and  his 
thartetef  was  Stated  by  Mr.  Gbritk^  as  a 
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safegmrd  against  all  the  eflKirts  of  the 
French  party.  Mr.  Garlike  said,  that  the* 
Danes  wouki  not  enter  into  a  dishonourable 
compromise.  His  apprehensions  arose  • 
limn  the  consequences  of  inadequate  pre^ 
paration.  But  we  might  have  supplied' 
the  defect.  We  might  have  protected: 
them ;  but  this  we  never  oftered — [Cough« 
ilig^]  'He  Wished,  indeed,  that  the  history 
of  the  conduct  of  ministers  could  be  drown- 
ed forever,  and  blotted  out  of  the  m&ayorf 
of  mankind,  by  such  noise  as  this.  As^ 
sistaifce,  indeed,  we  offtred  them — ^but  wcl 
first  insisted  upon  plundering  them,  and 
leaving  them  in  a  state  perfectly  de^ 
fenceless.  Ministers  had  talked  of  em^ 
ployine  the  system  pursued  by  France^ 
and  of  inspiring  dread*  But  *  if  justioi 
and  generosity  were  at  an  end — [Cough* 
ing.l  He  begged  pardon .  fot  using  un^ 
parliamentary  language,  for  justice  and 
generosity  did  not  seem  to  be  well  under^ 
stood  by  the  majority — but  if  justice  and 
generoshy  were  at  an  end,  we  began  o&r 
system  of  injustice  and  dread  too  late,  as 
very  iititle  could  then  be  made  of  it.  He 
mentioned  several  minute  *  circumstaaces 
to  prove  the  sincerity  of  Denmark  towards 
this  country,  but  what  put  it  beyond  dis^ 
pnte,  was  the  nuti!iber  oi  Danish  vessels  in 
our  ports>  the  greater  part  of  which  might 
have  got  away  if  the  Danish  consul  had 
not  assured  the  masters  that  there  was  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  hostility  with 
this  country.  The  Danes  had,  then,  every 
disposition  to  defend  themselves ;  we 
could  have  assisted  them  if  their  means 
had  been  deficient,  and  there  was  noC^ 
therefore,  even  a  pretence  of  necessity  for , 
this  expedition. 

Mr.  Fiitgerald  (knight  of  Kerry,)  said 
that  he  hsid  been  anxious  to  obtain  the  at- 
tention 6^  the  Speaker  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  debate,  because  he  was  conscious 
that,  having  no  claim  on  the  attention  of 
the  house  mm  ability  to  do  justice  to  tbe 
question,  he  Was  little  able  to  encounter 
that  iiApatience  which  naturally  prevailed 
at  so  la^  an  hour. — He  was,  however,  glad 
that  thfe  hdn.  and  learned  ^titleman,  (Dr. 
Lanrenc^)  had  preceded  him,  fbr,  by  lay- 
hig  doWA  €h«  laws  of  n&liods  with  his  su- 
perior atithority  and  talent,  he  had  spared 
the  hottse  froin  hearing  thofte  principles 
more  feebly  ureed  by  him,  and  left  hioi 
06ly  tde  duty  of  dedilcing,  fifom  what  had 
been  §o  ably  statted,  sbm^  principles  whidi 
should  gurae  tbe  hottse  in  their  oecision  o)i 
that  ni^t. — H<»>  eonid  now  venture  with 
moi^  fim»y  to  frrguei  (hat  other  aatioM 
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had  some  distinct  rights,  interests^  and  in-  > 
dependence — ^That  if  we  were  swayed  by  a 
preference  of  British  interests,  so  misht 
Spain,  Russia,  or  Denmark  assert  a  pre&r- 
ence  for  Spanish,  Russian,  or  Danish  in- 
terests, without  offence  or  injustice  to  us ; 
and  on  such  a  fair  and  liberal  view  of  the 
ease  alone  could  the  house  form  a  just 
decision.  In  the  opinion  he  had  formed, 
he  trusted  no  party  sentiment  mixed  itself; 
ibr  base,  indeed,  must  that  mind  be  which, 
when  ministers  Jiad  involved  the  country 
in  war  with  the  last  nation  which  could  be 
added  to  the  formidable  combination  armed 
against  us,  and  we  fou^t  for  our  existence, 
could  suffer  party  motives  to  influence  it 
pn  such  a  question. — ^Anxious,  as  he  origi- 
*  naliy  was,  to  express  his  opinion,  that  had 
been  increased  by  the  attempt  made,  on 
that  night,  to  identify  the  house  with  the 
executive  power,  and  to  silence  their  right 
of  examination  and  controul,  because  a 
Hiajority  had,  on  some  former  occasion, 
given  some  indirect  sanction  to  the  con- 
jduct  of  ministers  : — ^first,  such  a  doctrine 
was  wholly  unconstitutional ;  and  secondly, 
additional  information  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  house  since  such  expression  of 
■opinion.  But  it  was  not  merely  by  a  de- 
cision of.  the  majority  in  that  house,  nor 
by  any  partial  view  of  Eoglish  passions  or 
^English  interests,  that  we  should  be  ena- 
bled to  act  with  dignity  or  justice  in  a 
.case  between  this  country  and  a  foreign 
nation,  but  by  taking  such  a  line  as  shomd 
satisfy  the  judgments  of  the  majority  of 
»the  country,  and  command  the  respect  of 
.the  states  of  Europe;  we  should  other- 
wise justify  the  imputations  but  too 
successfully  propagated  against  England 
^by  the  French,  Chit,  in  her  conduct  to 
foreign  states,  she  was  alone  actuated  by 
a  narrow  and  selfish  policy.  The  conclu- 
sions he  should  endeavour  to  establish 
'were  drawn  from  a  diligent  and  repeated 
-  examination  of  the  papers  before  the  house, 
and  after  which  he  was  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  express  his  solemn  conviction  that,  in 
the  attack  on  Denmark,  ministers  had 
.  corhmited  an  unprovoked  and  unjustifiable 
.outrage.  Denmark  hid  adopted  a  line  of 
.  poUcy  which,  whether  most  agreeable  to 
our  wishes  or  interests,  it  most  be  admitted 
.  she  had  a  right  to  adopt,  namely,  one  of 
strict  neutrality.  It  might  not,  however, 
.  be  immaterial  to  consider  that  that  sys- 
tem, suggested  by  wisdom,  had  also  been 
i  justified  by  experience,  and  that  the  gieat 
.  minister  of  that  nation  had  conducted  his 
^country  during,  tlje  perils  andsbocl^s  of 


the  revolutionafry  war,  not  only  with  safe-* 
ty,  not  only  to  the  preservation  of  the  hap- 
piness of  his  fellow-subjects,  but  greatly  to 
the  extension  of  national  prosperity  and 
power. — No  slight  inducement  to  a  pesse- 
verance  in  the  same  salutary  system. 
Having  adopted  that  system,  it  appeared, 
from  a  fair  and  strict  analysis  of  the  papers, 
that  Denmark  adhered  to  it  with  undeviat* 
ing  strictness,  and  with  equal  fidelity  to- 
wards the    belligerent  parties When 

France  approached  her  frontiers,  she  re- 
quired and  received  explanations  which 
satisfied  her,  and  which,  in  reason,  ought, 
for  the  positions  taken  up  by  the  French 
troops,  were  naturally  such  as  were  suitable 
to  the  war  in  which  France  was  engaged 
against  G.  Britain  and  Sweden.  As  to  the 
particular  act  of  trifling  violation  of  ground, 
ample  reparation  seems  to  have  been  made, 
and  there  certainly  does  not  appear  any 
intended  infraction  of  the  Danish  neutra- 
lity ;  that  such  a  case  was  possible,  if  not 
probable,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  is  not 
doubted,  and  the  Danes  themselves  fore- 
saw it;  but  how' could  that  be  brought  to 
justify  our  attack  on  Denmark;  should 
Denmark  be  ultimately  forced  from  her 
neutrality,  it  was  evident  not  only  that  it 
was  best  the  outrage  should  come  from 
France — it  was  not  only  compatible  with 
Danish  interest,  but  hud  been  actually 
pointed  out  by  the  Danish  ministers,  *  to 
Mr.  Garkke,  as  more  compatible  with 
the  eventual  interests  of  Great  -Brir 
tain,  Russia,  and  Sweden;  the  latter  a 
strong  concession,  by  which  count,  Bem- 
storfl,  not  only  evinced  the  policy,  but  the 
s$eal  with  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
he  would  be  enabled  to  support  the  com- 
mon cause,  wlieh  he  could  promise  from 
it  an  extinction  of  those  nearly  insurmount- 
able antipathies  which  separated  Sweden 
and  Denmark. — ^In  the  view  of  such  a  case, 
arrangements  had  actually  been  made  in 
Denmark ;  the  troops  were  gradually  with- 
drawn from  the  frontiers  to  the  centre  of 
Holstein,  and  to  the  islands ;  and  it  was 
emphatically  annouhqed,  by  count  Bern- 
storf}^  that  such  eventual  invasion  of  Hot* 
stein,  by  the  French,  would  establish,  de, 
facto,  an  alliance,  'offensive  and  defensive, 
between  Denmark,  Russia,  Sweden,,  and 
England.  But  not  only  was  that  .proved 
by  the  papers,  but  by  a  fair  consideration 
of  Danish  interest,  we  could  not  doubt  that 
such  would  be  the  policy  of  the  Danish 
court ;  on  the  one  band,  to  retain  a  no- 
minal authority  hi  HcJstein  ioid  Jutland, 
^d^pendent   oa  Fieoch  modei^tioi^.  9^0 
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would  hazard  her  navy,  her  islands,  and 
her  trade.  On  the  other/ by  the  sacrifice 
pf  the  continental  duchies,  valuable  cer- 
tainly, but  not  the  most  valuable  of  her 
possessions,  she  would  retain  her  colonies, 
her  trade,  by  which  she  had  grown  rich, 
and  powerful,  her  fleets,  and  her  national 
independence.  It  was  impossible  that,  if 
forced  to  such  an  "alternative,  she  could 
hesitate  in  the  choice ;  with  Sweden  and 
Great  Britain  she  might  eflectualiy  defend 
Zealand ;  but  by  taking  a  part  with  France, 
phe  would  lose  all.— Conformably  to  such 
principles,  a  plan  of  military jdefence  was 
iactually  arranged,  and  notwithstanding  tht 
extreme  and  wise  caution  of  their  court, 
made  known  to  our  ministers,  that  such 
plan  was  preferable  to  that  urged  by  us ; 
no  man,  with  a  military  idea,  could  hesi- 
tate, for  a  moment,  with  all  the  aid  we 
could  afford,  they  were  incompetent  to  the 
defen'ce  of  Holstein,  and  as  to  the  co-ope- 
•  ration  of  25,000  Swedes,  if  they  could  be 
-produced,  it  seems,  after  their  conduct  in 
Pomerania,  that  the  Banish  minister  was 
not  very  unwise  in  doubting  their  effici- 
ency. But,  in  discussing  the  question,  a 
strong  illustration  of  the  inconsistency, 
charged  in  the  resolutions  moved,  had 
'been,  given  by  the  right  hon.  the  secretary 
at  war,  when  it  suited  him  to  consider  the 
'Danes  incompetent  to  the  defence  of  Hol- 
stein. His  argument  was,  the  extreme 
difficulties  of  their  retiring  from  thence 
to  the  islands,  where  the  French  were  sup- 
posed to  find  eyery  possible  facility  for 
their  transport  across  the  same  channel ; 
.that  is,  that  to  those  who  actually  possessed 
the  vessels,  who  manned  them,  to  whose 
.cause  the  crews  were  devoted,  who  com- 
manded the  land  on  each  side,  every  thing 
was  difficult,  which,  the  next  moment,  to 
an  enemy,  whose  approach  must  be  noto- 
rious, who  had  na  craft,  no  seamen,  the 
passage  of  a  disputed  sea  was  easy,  safe, 
and. certain!  The  Danes  seemed  to  have 
understood  that  point  full  as  well  as  the 
.  secretary  at  war.  But  it  had  been  argued 
that,  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit,  Denmark 
could  not  have  resisted  the  co-operation 
'  of  France  and  Russia.  This  assumed  that 
.Russia  would  have  taken  a  hostile  line  to- 
.  wards  this  country,  even  if  we  had  not 
attacked  Copenhagen,  and  would  have 
]  forced  Denmark  into  a  similar  subserviency 
.  to  French  interests.  Where  the  grounds 
.for  such  .an  assumption  were  found  he 
could  noi  conceive ;  certainly  not  in  the 

gapers  before  parliament,  from  these  and 
QOi  4U  that, had  transpired  of  our  inter- 


course with  Russia  the  very  reverse  was, 
to  him,  palpable.  No  man  could  doubt 
that  ministers  had  produced  every  paper 
tending  to  their  justification,  and  to  those^ 
they  withheld  tlrer^  was  more  than  suspi- 
cion for  attributing  ground  of  condenma* 
tion.  But  if  any  one  were  capable  of  giv- 
ing evidence  to  such  a  pointy  it  must  be  the 
noble  lord  (G.  L.  Gower,)  who,  from  his 
personal  character,  was  entitled  to  atten- 
tion. What  had  the  noble  lord,  with 
all  his  means  of  local  information,  been 
able  to  produce  in  'defence  of  ministers  ? 
Some  declaration  of  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander, accompanying  his  treaty  of  1 805, 
which,  as  the  noble  lord  insinuates,  proved 
b  disposition  hostile  to  our  interests. — ^But 
to  admit  that,  we  are  called  upon  to  over- 
look the  treaty  itself,  the  strong  and  pow- 
erful exertions  of  two  campaigns,  made  by 
Russia  against  France,  her  strenuous  and 
almost  desperate  perseverance,  to  the  last, 
until  the  battle  was  fought  almost  on  her 
frontiers,  and  for  the  security  of  her  ter- 
ritpiy.  These  are  not  admitted  to  be  any 
proofs  of  sincerity  in  a  cause,  but  we  are 
all  on  a  sudden  to  attribute  to  the  emperor 
Alexander  an  insincerity,  as  inconsistent 
with  his  uniform  character,  as  the  subser- 
viency to  France  imputed  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  fundamental  policy  of  Russia, 
which  is  known  to  consist  in  resistance  to, 
the  aggrandizement  of  France  ;  the  only 
state  that  can  afifect  the  security  of  Russia. 
But,  if  contrary  to  reason  and  evidence, 
we  believed  Russia  capable  of  acting  such 
a  part,  there  remained  still  the  important 
question  of  her  power,  even  in  conjunction 
with  France,  of  effecting  the  supposed  ob- 
ject, the  forcing  Denmark  into  a  war  with 
this  country.  He  was  sincerely  convinced 
that,  if  Denmark  wished  it,  (and  of  her 
wishing  it,  from  all  the  evidence,  he  could 
not  doubt,)  she  was  perfectly  competent, 
with  the  aid  of  Great  Britain  and  Sweden, 
to  defend  her  islands,  on  which  her'na* 
tional  independence  and  trade  depended. 
To  aid  her  in  such  a  case  the  military  re* 
sources  of  this  country  wfere  peculiarly 
applicable,  and  would  have  been  most 
honourably  and  wisely  employed;  in  such 
a  defence  of  her  rights  and  independence^ 
we  should  have  commanded  the  heart  of 
every  Dane.  By  such  a  line  of  conduct 
we  should  have  called  out  the  whole  phy- 
sical strength  of  those  northern  nations 
against  France,  we  might  fortunately  have 
added  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Swedish 
kinor,  the  enthusiasm  of  his  people  ;  and 
perhaps  broken  that  ancieat  link  wlucli 
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^connects  the  affections  of  that  tiMion  witli 
the  French. — ^Amongst  these  brare  and 
/  kardy  nations  alone,  in  conjunction  with 
the  true  policy  of  Russia,  which  we  Were 
bound  to  encourage  and  cherish,  could  we 
look  for  any  solid  barrier  to  French  en- 
troachment  and  usutpation.  But  alf  that, 
together  with  our  national  character,  we 
had  sacHficed  for  16  ships  of  the  line. — 
Although  ministers  bad  totally  failed  to 
|)rove  the  necessity  which  alone  could 
|)alHate  their  conduct,  yet  the  amount  of 
that  necessity  had  been  stated  by  our  mi- 
nister to  Russia  (a  statement  formally  re- 
cognised and  authenticated  by  our  minis- 
ter for  foreigti  affairs)  in  sucn  a  manner, 
that  be  could  not  atoid  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  vet-y  words. — Our 
ininist^r,  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign, 
Inakes  these  solemn  declarations,  Tbnt  the 
Danish  fleet  was  "  essential  for  the  accom- 

f)Iishment  of  the  views  of  France  :"  Thai 
ts  seizure  was  "  indi^ensable  for  the  se- 
curity of  his  empire ;"  and  that  it  Warded 
611  a  *'  danger  Which  Ihjreatened,  ndt  only 
fh^  welfare  of  his  people,  but  the  ekistence 
tf  his  crown,"  If  that  were  trtie,  which 
Ood  forbid !  lA  what  state  had  ministers 
how  bivoRed  Us  ?  i6  balance  the  16  sail 
bf  the  line,  France  hdd  acquired  the  zea- 
lous aid  6f  Russia  as  a  principal  ih  the 
^ar,  the  probable  ^ubjugaijlon  of  Swedfeii, 
imd  the  direction  of  her  physical  strength 
&nd  maritime  means  against  this  country, 
the  great  resources  (br  all  naval  purpO^e'iS, 
Vrhicn  the  coast  of  the  Baltic  peculiafly 
ptorssesfted,  the  enthusiastic:  animosity  6f 
the  whole  l>ahish  nation  against  us,  the 
probable  shutting  of  the  Sound  against  us, 
thelcss  of  our  influence  and  character  in 
th^  north  of  Europe,  wtere  our  friendship 
/  td  Sweden  would  prove  more  destruttive 
than  our  hostility  to  l>ehmark ;  tve  had 
plaeed,  at  the  disposal  of  France,  the  po- 
pulation of  the  horth,  to  which  she  wbuld 
Well  kh6w  how  to  inspire  activity  aftd 
IStiergy,  abd  which  ^he  would  wield  against 
bur  empire.  It  could  be  no  pleasaiit  iri- 
irestigation  to  calculate  how  Fat  the  *t^se- 
ifcurity  of  his  majesty's  crown  and  emjvre," 
Vas  established  by  the  policy  which  led 
fo  that  state  of  things.  He  was  sorry,  on 
the  firsit  important  occasion  on  which  he 
addressed  the  house,  that  he  must  con- 
demti  the  conduct  of  his  country.  But  he 
fS^lt  it  his  duty  to  State  that,  as  in  tlie  first 
instance,  he  was  shocked  at  what  appeared 
a' treacherous  and  cruel  ©qtrage,  so  mini?- 
,  tfers  had  totally  failed  in  the  papers  they 
prpduccdi    or  the  arguijients  Ihey  emw 


ployed,  in  any  degree  to  palliate  its  enor- 
mity. 

Mr.  CMttr  supposed  it  was  to  enable 
himself  to  make  the  singular  boast  of  per- 
fect impartiality  in  so  vital  and  national  a 
question,  that  the  right  hbn.  gent,  who 
had  just  sat  down  bad  neither  attended  to 
the  former  debates  on  this  subject,  ot  i^ad 
the  panera  which  lay  upon  the  table ;  he 
had  (Mr.  Croker  supposed)  taken  gfeat 
precaution  that  his  first  impressions  should 
not  be  effaced,  for  surelv  no  man  who  had 
heard  the  everlasting  debates,  or  perused 
^e  voluminous  papers  which  this  businest 
nad  produced,  could  now  have  ventured  to 
repeat  the  obsolete  and  defeated  sophism^ 
of  former  nights,  and  persuade  himself 
that  he  was  saying  any  thing  that  at  all  re« 
lated  to  the  question — but  Mr.  Cruker 
couM  not  attribute  this  to  the  mere  wish 
to  preserve  the  right  hon.  geht.'s  miod  un- 
disturbed by  party  conviction,  the  fact 
rather  seemed  to  be,  that,  driven  as  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  had  been  from  eveiy 
inch  of  Arm  argument,  they  had  fled  to 
find  what  footing  they  might  in  thos6 
shifting  sands  of  declamation  into  which 
no  body  would  think  it  Worth  while  to  f6i« 
low  them.  There,  at  least,  he,  for  one, 
would  leave  them.  It  was  absufd,  in  de- 
bating this  matter,  in  this  particular  vrew, 
td  talk  of  Danish-good  will,  and  the  Da- 
nish desire  to  preserve  neutrality.  He  did 
iidt  doubt  thdt  selfish  desire;  but  he  Was  con- 
vinced, if  it  at  all  bore  on  tbe  question, 
that  there  had  been  long  since  a  tendency 
iADentiiarkto  faVour  France  at  the  ex- 
pence  df  this  country — ^bul  on  that  he 
would  not  rest ;  but  oil  the  undeniable  as^ 
sertion,that  there  bad  Idngbeen  in  Francb 
a  resolution  to  unite  Denmark  with  the 
rest  of  Europe  again*  Englaiid,  and  that 
her  fleet  wa§  looked  to  as  the  chief  weapoti 
of  the  confederacy.  No  actfe  of  ours  in- 
creased tiie  desires  of  France  or  accelerat- 
ed the  submission  of  the  North.  Whe- 
ther we  had  been  vigorot!is  as  we  had 
been,  or  listless  aS  gentlemen  would  hare 
had  us  be,  it  was  evident  that  Denmark 
must  have  yielded  to  the  requisitions  df 
France.  A  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  It 
was  not  enougn  to  pertUad^  the  htaJoHtv 
Of  ttie  house  of  this,  viTe  shoUKl  pevs^Me 
the  majority  of  the  nation  and  of  fiufopi^. 
The  majority  of  Europe  he  fehbuid  tiaTGly 
hope  to  be  able  to  do  that— ^t6  Satisfy  this 
majority  of  Europe,  over  which  France  has 
spread  herself,  that  we  hdve  don^  i*ight  ih 
striking  a  blow,  one  of  the  ih'dst  decraive 
and  iffecoyefablc^  diftt  that^^Wtt  ttof 
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sustained  ki  her  career  of  usurpation.  Hq^ 
he  did  not  hope  or  wish  to  persustde  £a- 
rppe>  that  is  to  say  France,  But  he  trusted 
that  it  waswt  more  unconstitutional  tbai^ 
^Gpumkd  to  seek  to  make  ^  distinction 
between  the  majority  of  the  hoyse  ^nd  9f 
^he  coiustry.  He  was  well  satisfied  Ij^^^t 
the  triumphant  nia^rity  pf  the  aa^tion  wa^ 
^ith  him  $md  his  hc^i.  triends>  and  that  the 
^ouse  in  its  various  approvals  of  this  ex- 
pedition had  spoken  not  only  legally, 
^f^  constitutionally^  but  really  and  effec- 
tually the  sentiments  of  t^ie  country^  Tbi 
9)inis(i*y  could  ^ot  have  acted  but  as  they 
did ; — their  pre<^ecessors  had  marked  out 
tbeir  coHTse  for  them.  They  had  not  pn^y 
planned  as  it  w^e  the  aptive  measures  fpr 
them,  but  they  had  even  taught  them  in 
what  language  to  dpfend  them.  He 
ih^pght  the  late  ministry  would  have  done 
tke  same^not  so  well  perhaps^but  they  would 
^ve  done  it.  He  had  so  much  respect 
fer  human  nature  as  to  believe  that  ev-f^ry 
party  w^ile  in  olTice  act  (lonesUy^  and  to 
tl^  best  of  thpir  judgment,  (a  lai^h  fr^m 
^e  opposition.)  He  might  havf  expected 
a  laugh,  but  not  frqm  thosa  <hp|iourable 
gentlemen;  those  wl>p  had^oQg  known 
^eir  political  life,  fnight  hai;^^  liapghed  at 
bis  credulity,  he  did  ^ot  yei^itiire  -to  hopfi 
that  they  themsciJves  would ;  le^  it  hpw- 
^ver  be  so  ta]k<en,  %nd  told  to  the  countr}', 
^at  in  tlie  confidence  and  enthusi^ksip  of 
youthfu)  feeling  he  h^d  trusted  that  the 
bpnojur^^b^  gentlemen  could^  wh^n  in 
power,  have  been  holiest,  and  that  they 
themselves  had  said  that  he  w#s  deceived ; 
•^let  it  be  s^id  of  hi|n,  that  b^  w^  willi^^ 
to  believe  it  ppsslble  that  they  vyere  n.pt 
base ;  and  let  it  bjB  ;^ed,  that  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  theiy  owi  hearts,  they  laugh- 
ed at  his  simplicity.  He  was  at  a  lp$p  to 
|lad  on  wlx^t  grounds  th^  opposition  of  this 
^ight  rented;  t^e  victorious  speeches  of 
$18  right  b<ui-  friend  (Mr.  Ca^ning}  c^i 
ibrn^er  occ^isions,  tjite  abl^  ^nd  decisive 
i^.eech  of  th^  noble  lord  (lord  <jJower)  on 
this,  the  ei^idence  of  the  papero  on  the 
t^bl^,  the  testimony  of  Fr^ce  and  Ben- 
mark  themselitfes,  all  peemed  to  over- 
whelm the  opposite  side  with  9,>  weight 
pf  argmnent  which  hp  kpew  not  how  t^y 
GQ^ld  ev^de.  Againatthe  J^pfi.  gei^tlemen 
was  a  tr#in  of  facts  ai^  re^sening  suph  as 
human  i^iir^  seldom  admitted  pf>  ibr  them^ 
there  were,  whftt  ?-^their  ownassertions  and 
tbe  Moniteur.  Tboy  disbelieved  our  am- 
bassa^dors,  they  disb^ieved  our  ministers, 
they  disbelieved  the  speech  of  their  so- 
▼«reigu,^bttt  th^y,  fcriippth, .  put   their 


^U8|t  }fi  the  Moniteur;  and  why  are  they 
sp  cred^iloys  ahro^  and  so  incredulous  at 
ho^e ;  to  tlu'ow  ai  scandal  on  their  coua** 
try,  to  s^in  its  honour,  ruin  it#  character^ 
^  debase  ^ancient  glory  and  integrity. 
0^  9rit^in ;  an4  this  is  their  political  mor^t 
Uty. — ^They  themse-lves  had  pursued  simji-» 
lj|r  ^e^sures,  t^ey  themselves  had  in  som# 
deg/re^  deserved  well  of  their  cpuntry,  bu| 
now  d^py  despise  their  own  fame^'  t^py 
tl^pw  away  their  own  reputation,  thpy 
a^jm^e  their  owa  mprit,  for  the  petty  9^^t 
vantageofaayi^to^heirsucpessoirs,  *'Yq\^ 
imita^  us^  and  deserve  to  be  cashie^:ed 
for  sp  doinz."  He  ^ould  retort  on  hispt* 
self  a  right  hon.  gen(;.'s  (Mr.  G,.  Ponso^by) 
^^V9^  F^^^i  ^^d  say>  '*  For  sha<ne !  ibr 
l^(^me !  why  are  y^u  po  shabby  vi  ye^p 
i^i^Wty  V  Ai)d  this  reminded  him  9f  thu 
chi^^gp  tb^t  had  been  ni,a4e  ag^nst  bit 
sidp  ^the  house,  pf  having  first  brpaclip^ 
tl^  4etpst«(ble  doctiui^es  of  thp  new  jf^- 
raJity.  He  denied  it!  he  abbprred  the«^  1 
He  apf^alpd  to  the  house  whether  it  w^ 
not  the  right  hon*  gent.  (Mr.  Ponsonby) 
who  wp^ld  bftve  had  us  hrealc  iisuth  to  keep 
]^e^laiid,'7T-aud  who  first  used  the  expressiori 
alivd^  to^  Who  wa^  it  that  represei^itei 
ill  faitb  W^  treachery  as  less  odious  if  at- 
tended with  benefit?  whofir^  asserted  tb^ 
9ltK¥¥lii<|able  doctrine  that  vice,  by  becqi^-* 
ing  bold^  mighl;  become  bc^purablp  ?  whp 
were  lh$i  ^Hs^prajte  n\  iniquity,  that  SMP* 
posed  it  bfica^p  piirdo^able  as  spon  ^s  i| 
^as  splendid  ?  Sorely  n^it^ier  he  nor  bi$ 
fr:iends  bad  ever  receivied  these  positions 
frop^  thp  other  side  of  the  hopsp  withqiii 
tbp  ;^l]^prrence  they  deserved. — ^For  1^^ 
p^ft  bis  f)pilitical  ^npioralitv  was  pf  a  diite^ 
v^^  s^hPPWhe  loved  tjiis  country — i:pr 
si^i^Ptpd'  this  house,  ^nd  revered  bis  kii^g 
abpive  Fr*np,e,  its  tribun^s^  or  emperpFa^ 
Hfe  bieUeved  t,be  ^denqe  of  English  mi^is- 
\^X9,  apd  the  English  sctvereign,  in  nre- 
fer^enpe  to  the  Mopi|ei]ir.  {Jp  dei^isea  the 
pr^0tipe  of  railing  at  the  epiiperor  of 
Frstfvpe  ;  btt*  be  Jwus*  ftay  the^t  his  morality 
taught  him  to  receive  with  suspicion  the 
evidence  of  that  person,  and  of  .those 
here  who-  repeated  his  testi^pny ;  and 
particularly  in  a  case  in  which  the  honour 
of  his  country  wa^  assailed.  The  honour- 
able  member  concluded  by  recapitulating; 
the  fullest  evidence,  he  said,  had  been  adr 
duced  in  support  of  the  necessity  of  our 
proceedings  at  Copenhagen ;  the  oply  evi- 
dence which  had  been  adduced  against  it 
^\*as  that  of  tbe  Moniteur,  whence  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  bad  derived  not  only 
,  tli^ir  evidence^  but  the  very  argw^aputs  by 
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iwhlch  they  endearoored  to  contradict  their 
sovereign,  to  vilify  his  ministers,  and  to  in- 
sult their  country.  The  papers  on  the 
table  proved  that  France  had  been  endea- 
vouring with  all  her  art  to  cajole  the 
Danes,, and  that  the  Danes  were  very  wil- 
ling to  be  cajoled. — ^But  the  chief  question 
was,  whether  France  had  it  in  view  to 
seize  the  Danish  nj^vy,  and  whether  France 
had  the  power  t<^  do  so.  It  was  conceded 
on  all  hands  that  France  had  t^at  desire, 
and  it  was  allowed  by  lord  Howick  in  all 
his  dispatches.  It  was  avowed  by  France 
herselt — it  was  manifest  to  all  Europe  that 
she  had  the  power. — What  proof  could 
be  superadded  ? 

Mr.  WInthread  took  a  comprehensive 
view  of  the  subject,^and  answered  all  the 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  at  difie- 
rent  times  in  favour  of  the  expedition. 
The  term  *  shabby  iniquity,*  he  main- 
tained, was  completely  suited  to  the  con- 
duct of  ministers  on  that .  occasion  ;  its 
application  was  supported  by  the  manner 
in  which  such^  an  expression  would  be 
likely  to  be  used  in  common  life.  If  a 
person  was  *  to  be  guilty  of  a  petty  theft 
against  a  poor  weak  person,  when  at  the 
same  time  it  was  seen  that  the  thief  had 
refrained  from  the  commission  of  a  rob- 
be^ry  where  more 'booty  was  to  be  gained, 
but  with  a  greater  risk,  it  might  fairly  be 
said,  that  such  a  man  was  a  shabby  thief ; 
that  he  was  detestable  for  his  iniquity,  and 
contemptible  for  his  cowardice. — After 
slightly  noticing  some  observations  that 
fell  from  other  members,  he  dwelt  with 
much  force  upon  what  had  been  stated  by 
a  noble  lord  hear  him  (lord  G.  L.  Gower) : 
that  noble  lord,  with  that  degree  of  autho- 
rity which  attached  to  the  situation  which 
he  lately  held,  came  forward  in  that  house, 
if  he  conceived  his  meaning  rightly,  to 
throw  an  imputation  on  the  sovereign  with* 
whom  he  but  a  short  time  back  held  inti- 
mate communications,  and  to  contradict 
those  friends  with  whom  he  lately  act^; 
without  using  a  single  argumelit  in  support 
of  the  position  he  assumed — th)R  presump- 
jfion  that  we  should  certainly  I:ave  had  a 
war  with  Russia,  if  the  expedition  to  Co- 
penhagen had  not  taken  place ;  this  con- 
jecture he  supported  by  the  confederacies 
of.  1780  and  1801,  in  both  of  which  cases 
Sweden,  took  the  lead  of  Denmark;  and 
wh£n  it  was  universally  acknowledged, 
-that  no  great  measure  was  adopted  by  the 
powers  of  the  north  of  Europo,  without  the 
concuricnce,  the  hearty  and  sincere  appro- 
bation,, or^a  positively  stipulated   agree- 


ment, to  which  Russia  was  a  party.  Bnt 
then  it  was  said,  that  Denmark  was  in. a 
state  of  greater  preparation.  A  noble  lord, 
however,  had  stated,  that  he  had  seen  them 
in  as  good  a  state  forty  years  ago  ;  and 
he  (Mr.  W.),  at  least,  could  vouch  that  he 
had  seen  them  equally  numerous  and 
equally  equipped  twenty-four  years  ago. 
W,as  the  housi:  to  be  in£)rmed  by  the  first 
diplomatic  character,  perhaps^  in  that 
house,  or  was  the  weight  of  his  authority 
to  be  lent  to  such  an  assertion,  as  that  we 
were  now  possessed  of  all  the  naval  power 
of  Denmark  ?  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that 
the  hulks  of  1 6  skips«  with  a  certain  num- 
ber of  bolts  of  canvas,  was  the  whole  of 
the  naval  strength  of  Denmark  ?  Had  we 
got  a  single  man  of  its  naval  population 
into  our  hands  ?  and  was  it  not  more  than 
probable,  that  Sweden  would  be  shortly 
compelled  to  fit  out  her  shipping  against 
us,  and  that  any  deficiency  as  to  seamen 
would  be  supplied  from  Denmark  ?  We 
should  then  have  the  whole  of  their  naval 
forces;  in  fact,  against  us^  that  is,  we 
should  have  their  men  fighting  against 
us,  and  that,  too,  when  they  must  evidently 
be  animated  with  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm, 
which  nothing  but  our  aggression  could 
have  given  birth  to.  But  then,  said  the  noble 
lord,  there  is  ho  set  of  ministers  that  would 
not  have  done  the  same.  Had  we  not  the 
authority  of  the  noble  lord  by  his  side 
(lord  H.  Petty),  that  he  would  cio  no  such 
thing  ?  Had  the  house  not  had  the  decla- 
ration of  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
VA^indham),  who  was  absent,  of  his  detes-^ 
tation  of  the  measure  under  all  its  circum-- 
stances  ?  Had  they  not  heard  that  the 
most  complete  disavowal  of  the  principles 
that  were  here  acted  upon,  was  pronounced 
by  a  noble  relation  of  his  who  viras  now  id 
the  other  house  of  parliament  ?  Did  not 
every  man  who  heard  him  know  that  such 
conduct  was  disclaimed  by  lord  Grenville/ 
lord  Holland,  and  every  other  member  of 
the  late  administration  ?  And  yet  the 
noble  lord  could  gravely  state  to  this  as- 
sembly, that  he  believed  such  would  have 
been  the  conduct  of  any  administration  ! 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  vindicated  the 
conduct  and  consistency  of  his  noble  fitiend, 
and  asserted,  that  though,  from  the  com- 
munications received  from  him;iie  had  not 
any  sanguine  expectation  that  hostility 
with  Russia  could  be  avoided,  it  had  been 
his  and  his  colleagues  Vish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  every  opportunity  that  might 
offer  of  restoring  a-  perfect  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  countries.  ^  Th€ 
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eventaal  hotitility  with  Edstfia  was'to  ha^e' 
been  apprehended ;  they  yet  had  a  hope^ 
that>  in  the  interval;'  some  circumstance 
might  ocenr^  which,  if  improved,  might 
preserve  the  relations  betweep  the  two  na- 
tions undistarbed.    .Hits    was   precisely 
consonaiit  to  the  views  held  out,  and  the 
communications  made  by  his  noble  friend. 
But,  whilst  they  felt  a  hope  that  war  might 
'be  avoided,  it  was  their  duty  not  to  have 
negliKcted  any  measure  of  security  against 
the  C(Mnbination  of  Russia,  which  was  the 
most  probable  alternative.  The  hon.  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  had  a^ain  insisted 
•on  an  argument,  which  all  wno  had  pre- 
«ceded  him  appeared  to  have  abandoned, 
viz.  that  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen  had 
produced  the  war  with  Russia.     If  the 
papers  on  the  table  did  not  prov^  that  not 
to  have  been  the  case,  if  the  Russian  De- 
claration since  published,  if  the  conduct 
of  Russia  towards  Sweden,  did  not  disprove 
it,,  he  could  refer  to  the  authority  of  a 
person  of  the  first  rank  in  Russia,  to  prove 
the  contrary  to  have  bpen  the  case.  Count 
Romanzow,  in  his  interview  with  the  Eng- 
lish merchants  at  St.  Petersburgh,  stated 
-as  one  of  the   instances  of  oui*  barbarous 
conduct  to  Russia,  that  we  had  detained  a 
frigate  laden  with  specie,  to  which  they 
replied,  that  it  had  happened  af^er  a  decla- 
miion  of  war  ;  Aye,  said  count  Roman- 
20W,  but  did  we  not  suffer  the  Astraea  fri- 
gate laden  with  specie  to  depart  after  we 
.'had  determined  to  go  to  vr2r  with  G.  Bri- 
.tain  ?  The  Astraea  had  sailed  from  Memel 
onthe  2tth  of  July,  months  before   anj^ 
declaration  of  war,  and  weeks  before  any 
.intelligence  could  have  been  received  of 
the  expedition  to  Copenhagen.     This  cir- 
cumstance   shewed  that  that  expedition 
was  not  the  cause  of  the  war.     As  to  the 
indignation  expressed  by  the  hon.  gent. 
because  his  noble  friend  had  stated,  that 
any  administration  would  have  acted  in 
the  same  manner  under  the  same  circum- 
'  stances,  he  had  but  to  obsei-ve,  that  as  his 
-noble  friend  thought  differently  of  the  mea- 
sure from  the  hon.  gent,  it  was  not  sur- 
prising that  he  should  have  said  that  those 
ministers,  who  had  undertaken  the  expe- 
dition to  Lisbon,  would  have  acted  in  the 
.same  -mamier   at    Copenhagen.     But  he 
would  have  reason  to  be  oSended,  if  his 
.  noble  friend  had  asserted  the  converse  of 
this'  proposition  ;  that  those  who  had  acted 
at  Copenhagen  would  have  conducted  the 
Lisbon  expedition,  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  conducted..    Here  he  quoted 
several  passages  from  the  instructions  to 
Vol.  X. 


lords  St.  Vincent  and  Rosslyn,  to  shew 
that  these  instructions  were  a  mass  ^of  ac- 
cumulatted  frauds  and  delusion  ;  and  after 
guarding  hitnseif  against  misconstruction, 
by  stating  that  the  name  of  the  venerable 
character  that  -appeared  affixed  to  it,  was 
only  there  in  form,  as  from  the  state  of 
his  health  at  the  time,  it  was  impossibfo 
that  it  could  have  been  his  production,  he 
declared,  in  the  face  of  thd  house,  that 
these  instructions  he  would  not  himself 
have  signed.  When  he  had  found  them 
in  the  office,  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
were  the.  production  of  that  great  man^ 
aiid  on  inquiry  had  disbovered  that  the 
instructions  had  been  drawn  up  by  a  right 
hon.  colleague  of  that  venerated  person, 
who  acted  for  htm  during  the  latter  part'^of 
his  illness.  If  this  was  the  old  system  of 
morality,  if  these  were  the  frauds  and  de- 
lusions practised  by  the  priests  of  the  old 
school,  he  thanked  God  they  had  been  de- 
parted from.  Such  delusions  might  often 
have  been  pvactia^d,  but  he  hail  never  ' 
seen  them  so  set  down  before.  He  knew 
not  how  these  instructions  could  be  de- 
fended. It  might  be  upon  the  difference 
of  the  imminence  of  the  peril.  At  the 
time  of  the  Lisbon  expedition,  Buonapirtfe 
was  dislractedN  with  a  rising  contUlental  • 
war  ;  at  the  period  of  the  Copenhagen  e3t- 
peditioii,  he  was  combining  conquered 
Europe  against  this  country  :  in  the  former 
case,  the  fleet  of  Portugal  could  not  easily 
be  brought  to  act  in  conjunction  with  any- 
other  naval  force  ;  the  13anish  fleet,  on  the 
contrary,  was  the  point  where  the  junction 
most  formidable  to  Britain,  of  the  northern 
fleets,  might  have  been  effected  :  the  peril 
was  not  more  imminent  for  an  army  placed 
at  a  six  weeks  march  distance  at  Bayonne, 
than  to  Holsteinfrom  an  army  at  Ham- 
burgh. Thi  force  sent  out  to  Copenhageb 
was  such  as  to  ensiire  the  success  of  the 
expedition  with  the  least  possible  loss ; 
and  the  naked  opinion  of  Mr.  Garlike  was 
not  to  be  taken  without  the  circumstances, 
under  which  he  stated,  that  the  Danish  fleet 
should  make  no  effort  to  defend  Holsteirt, 
that  she  should  have  a  timely  concert  with 
Sweden,  and  that  a  good  understanding 
should  continue  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia.  Notice  of  these  contingencies  had 
taken  place.  The  measure  was  to  be  de- 
fended without  proceeding  one  step  from 
the  law  of  nature  or  nations,  and  whatever 
might  be  the  vote  of  that  night,  he  and  his 
colleagues  would  have  the  satisfaction  to  re- 
flect, that  their  measures  had  been  success-  . 
ful,  and  promoted  the  security  of  the  empire. 
4  K 
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*.  Lord  H.  Petty  replied  to  the  obsenrations 
•of  the  secretary  for  foreign  afibtrs.  The 
nohle  lord  shewed,  bv  referring  to  the  dis- 
.  patches  of  Mr.  Garlike,  that  Denmark  was 
taking  no  measules  that  could  warrant  the 
slightest  saspicion  of  any  design  on  her 
part  to  act  against  this  country.  As  to 
4the  Russian  %far,  the  noble  lord  was- will* 
ing  to  concede,  that  even  if  the  Danish 
expedition  had  not  taken  place,  that  war 
woald  haye  arisen^;  but  yet  it  would  have 
.been  a  war  of  a  difierent  character.  We 
should  not  have  had  the  opinion  and  peo- 
ple of  Russia  and  of  the  civilized  world 
against  us,  which  the  Danish  expedition 
.had  produced.  Up<»ift  the  nature  of  the 
arguments  addaced  by  the  right  hon.  se- 
cretary and  his  advocates,  the  noble  lord 
animadverted  at  some  length.  He  con- 
ceived those  gentlemen,  as  it  were,  to  con- 
fess the  inefficacy  of  a  war  of  justice 
against  injustice,  and  to  proclaim  this 
dangerous  and  degrading  aoctrine  to  the 
world,  that  England  was  warranted  and 
i*esolved  to  eaoploy  the  worst  weapons 
used  by  France,  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
coming what  it  called  French  iniquity. 

After  a  short  repW'  from  Mr.  Sharp, 
the  house  divided :  For  the  motion '  64 ; 
AgahistilM4;  Majority  160.— Strangers 
^were  not  re-admttted,  but  we  understood, 
tthat  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  moved  a  reso- 

flution  of  thanks  to  ministers  for  their  con- 
duct, &c.  on  the  Danish  expedition,  and 
upon  this  a  division  took  place :  Ayes  916; 
Noes  61  ;  Majority  1 55.— Adjourned  at 
,6  o'clock  on  Tuesday  mommg. 

HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  March  22. 
[CoMMBRciAL  Policy  of  the  Ordbrs 
SN  Council.]  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  in 
calling  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to 
this  subject,  observed,  that  the  important 
.  q,uestion  now  for  their  consideration  was, 
whether  that  system  of  mercantile  policy 
under  which  the  commerce  and  prosperity 
of  this  comitry  had  so  greatly  increased 
until  the  issuing  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
should  9X  once  be  done  away,  and  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  country  put  to 
hazard,  for  the  sake  of  the  novel  and 
dangerous  principles  contained  in  the  Or- 
ders in  Council.  Upon  this  measure  he 
was  compelled  to  argue  without  the  spe- 
cies of  information  which  ought  to  have 
been  before  the  house,  namely,  that  which 
could  be  given  by  the  merchants  add 
manufacturers  whose  interests  .  would  be 


aflected  by  it,  bnt  which  their  lordships 
had  refuted  to  hear.  Attoogst  this  class 
of  persons  the  measure  vras  generally  con- 
demned. It  had  been  said,  however,  that 
several  merchants  highly  approved  of 
these  Orders.  This,  he  thaiaght,  required 
explanation^  The  manufacturers  who 
contributed  so  essentially  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  immediately  felt  their  ef- 
fects, in  the  sospensipn  of  orders,  and  the 
stagnation  of  their  trade ;  but  there  were 
merchants  who  engaged  in  foreign  com^ 
merce,  and  having  a  large  stock  of  foreign 
commodities  on  theiv  hands,  would  feel 
that  the  suspension  of  foreign  commerce 
would  greatly  enhance  the  price  of  the 
articles  on  hand,  and  thus  largely  increase 
their  profits;  they  might,  therefore, ap- 
prove of  these  Orders,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  beneficial  to  their  particular  inter- 
ests ;  but  to  the  commerce  of  the  country 
S morally,  the  measure  must  be  ruinous, 
e  was  wholly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
benefit  could  arise  from  it  It  had  been 
said  on  a  former  evening,  by  a  noble  and 
learned  lord,  that  the  object  of  it  was,  so 
to  distress  France,  as  to  force  her  to  come 
to  terms ;  but  how  was  that  object  to  be 
effected  ?  We  might  firee  neutrals  to  come 
into  our  ports  ;  we  might  prevent  all 
direct  trade  with  the  enemy,  by  means  of 
the  superiority  of  our  navy ;  but  then 
France,  by  her  military  superidrity  upon 
the  continent,  might  interdict  all  com- 
merce with  the  ports  of  the  continent  that 
was  carried  on  through  this  country. 
Neutral  trade  would  then  be  d^troyed, 
and  the  commerce. of .  this  coimtry  deeply 
and  totally  injured.  It  had  been  said, 
however,  that  trade  might  still  be  carried 
on  in  a  manner  more  easily  understood 
than  could  with  propriety  bb  expressed ; 
was  it  then  to  be  ui^ed,  that  the  trade  of 
this  country  was  to  be  carried  on  by  means 
of  smuggling,  and  was  it  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive that  precautions  might  be  adopted 
in  France  to  preventthat  species  of  trade  ? 
Had  ministers  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  this  measure  to  our  West  India 
colonies  ?  Instead  of  giving  them  relief^ 
it  would  still  further  oppress  them. 
Already  more  sugar  came  from  thence 
than  could  be  consumed  in  this  country, 
and  to  this  jras  now  to  be  added  the  su^r 
of  the  Bras^s  and  of  the  enemy's  colonies. 
Where  was.  a  continental  market  to  be 
found  for  all  this  produce  ?  .And  suppos- 
ing there  to  be  a  market,  still  the  produce 
of  the  enemies  colonies  and  of  the  Bra- 
zils would  have  the  preference,  because  it 
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Dvonld  be  known  by  those  who  imported 
it  h^e  that  none  of  it  could  be  consumed 
in  this  country^  and  thus  our  own  planters 
would  remain  without  relief,    llad  they 
reflected  upon  the  consequences  to  the 
American  trade,  and  through  that  to  the 
trade  of  this  country  ?  '  Taking  the  ex- 
ports of  America  at  \bfiOOfiOOL  he  be- 
lieved  about  two-thirds  of  that  amount 
were  sent  to  the  continent  of  Europe  ;  if 
this  trade  was  destroyed,  would  it  not  by 
the  decrease  of  price  greatly  reduce  the 
Taloe  of  the  remaininjg  third  exported  to 
tiiis  country  ?  He  believed,  that  upon  cal- 
culation, the  remaining  third  could  not 
then  be  estimated  at  more  than  2,000,000/. 
in  value  ;  and  how  in  this  case  were  the 
American  traders  to  pay  the  debts  due  to 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  this 
country?    If  it  was  conceived,  however, 
that  France  would  relax  her  decrees,  and 
a  tfade  be  carried  on  to  her  ports  under 
these  restrictions,  still  the  government  of 
that  country,  by  means  of  countervailing 
duties,  might  throw  back  as  great  a  bur- 
den upon  us  as  our  duties  would  be  to 
them.    Suppose  we  imposed  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cetit.^n  articles  carried  circuitous- 
ly  through  this  country  to  France  ;  that 
country  might  impose  a  duty  on  the  com- 
modities sent  in  return,  and  might  give 
the  produce  of  that  duty  as  a  compensa- 
tion to  those  who  paid  the  additional  duty 
imposed  by  us,  ^d  thus  the  object  of  the 
Prders,  that  of  distressing  France,  would 
be  defeated.     Could  it,  however,  seriously 
be  believed,  that  enhancing  the  price  of 
sugar,  ginger,  pepper,  and  other  articles, 
would  have  that  important  eilect  which  was 
imputed  to  this  measure  ?  What,  besides, 
was  the  comparative  disadvantage  with 
which  we  entered  into  this  new  and  un- 
precedented species  of  warfare  ;  France 
could  support  her  population  by  her  own 
produce ;  it  was  calculated  by  Mr.  Hume, 
that  in  his  time,  sixteen  persons  out  of 
twenty  in  France,  drew  their  support  from 
agriculture  and  commerce  ;  whilst  in  this 
country,  fifteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  popu- 
lation drew  their  support  from  commerce 
and  manufisLctures,  and  the  produce  of  the 
country  was  not  sufRcient  to  support  the 
population ;  this  was  proved  by  the  state- 
ment, that  during  the  years  1 804,  5,  6,  we 
imported  517,000  quarters  of  wheat,  oats 
at  the  ratiB  of  180,000  quarters,  and  barley 
50,000.     How  seriously  then,  would  such 
a  mode  of  warfare  injure  this  country, 
whibt  it  would  comparatively  do  little  in- 
jury to  France !  In  every  point  of  view. 


he  could  not  but  consider  thiji  measure  as 
ruinous  and  destructive,  and  tending  more 
immediately  to  increase  a  clamour  for 
peace,  and  thereby  to  embarrass  the  coun**' 
try,  by  means  of  the  great  injury  which  it 
inflicted  upon    our  msmufactures.      His 
lordship  concluded  by  moving  thefollow* 
ing  Resolutions: — "  That  the  unprece- 
dented commercial  warfare  in  which  his 
majesty  had  been  advised  to  involve  this 
country,  by  his  late  Orders  in  Council, 
must  be  peculiarly  injurious  to  a  nation 
whose  extended  concerns  give  her  an  in- ' 
terest,  more  or  less  direct,  in  all  the  mer- 
cantile transactions  of  the  world. — ^That  ft 
\appears  to  this  house,  that  the  system 
adopted  by  the  said  Orders,  threatens  the 
immediate  extinction  of  maritime  com- 
merce; for  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
navy  of  G.  Britain  will,  in  a  great  mea-  • 
sure,  prevent  all  communication  with  the 
continent  of  Europe,  except  through  this 
country  and   her  allies;     it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  armies  of  France,  and  of 
the  nations  under  her  subjection,  may,  on 
the  other  hand,  easily  put  an  end  to  any 
such  direct  intercourse  between'this  coun- 
try and  the  continent. — ^That  such  anni-' 
hiiation  of  all  maritime  commerce,  whilst 
it  must  totally  exclude  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  this  island  from  a  foreign 
market,  ti'ill  leave  fo  our  enemies  those 
means  of  trading  in  the  produce  and  manu- 
factures of  the  continent,  which  the  land- 
carnage  and  internal  navigation  of  such 
extensive  countries  must  afford;   means 
which  their  industry,  urged  \j  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  must  rapidly  improve  and 
extend. — That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  there  is  just  ground  to  apprehend  that 
thie  exclusion  of  colonial  produce  from  the 
continent  of  £urope,  if  it  could  be  effected, 
would  close  many  of  those  channels  of  in- 
dustry, by  the  means  of  which  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  this  country 
have  attained  an  unparalleled  degree  of 
prosperity :  that  it  would  divert  the  labour 
of  the  continent  from  the  production  of 
those  articles  for  which  maritime  com- 
merce has  hitherto  afforded  a  vent,  to  the 
culture  of  those  productions  for  the  supply 
of  which  the  extinction  of  such  commerce 
must  create  an  imperious  demand. — That 
i:  appears  to  this  house,  that  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country  must  sustain  irrepara- 
ble injury,  from  forcibly  diverting  the  la- 
bour of  America,  by  t;be  annihilation  of 
maritime  commerce,  to  the  manufacture 
of  those  articles  which  habit  has  made 
necessary  to  that  country',  and  the  furnish-* 
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ing  of  which  ha&  l<Hig  given  mttUnaEncft  to 
thousands  of  our  industrious  countrymeA.— 
That  this  system*  which  his  majesty's  Or- 
ders in  Council  are  intended  to  enforce, 
whether  regarded  as  a  source  of  revenue 
or  as  a  measure  of  hostili^,  appears  to 
this  house  eouaUy  nugatory  ana  absurd : 
83  a  source  ot  revenue,  its  success  must  de« 
pend  on  the  co-operation  of  the  neutral 
whose  property  is  to  be  taxed,  on  the  in- 
clination oi  our  allies  to  sacrifice  their  in- 
terest to  our  views,  and  on  the  consent  of 
our  enemies  to  contribute  to  the  increase 
of  those  resources  which  it  i^  their  known 
object  to  annihilate:  as  a  measure  of  war- 
fare, it  is  destructive  of  our  resources,  in-, 
jurious  to  the  interests  of  our  friends,  but 
wholly  inciiectual  against  our  enemies, 
whom  it  enables,  by  payment  of  the  pro- 
jected duties,  to  purchase  a  complete  ex- 
emption from  the  distress  whicn  it  pro- 
fesses to  bring  upon  them. — ^I'bat  it  ap- 
pears to  th^s  house,  that  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, by  advising  his  majesty  to  adopt 
such  a  mode  of  warfare,  are  co-operating 
with  ,the  government  of  France  to  deprive 
the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  countries 
of  the  comforts  to  which  they  are  habi- 
tuated, and  even  of  the  means  by  which 
they  have  existed  :  and  that  in  so  doing, 
they  are  concurring  in  an  experiment 
which  puts  the  great  contest  now  at  issue 
betwixt  the  two  nations,  on  a  ground 
highly  disadvantageous  to  the  British  em- 

5 ire ;  for  it  is  obvious,  that  this  system  of 
eprivation  must  bear  much  harder  on  the 
people  of  this  country,  where  property  has 
beenv  uniformly  re£|>ected,  and  the  profits 
of  industry  held  sacred,  than  on  the  people 
of  France,  who  have  been  habituated  to 
the  extremes  of  distress,  durmg  the  con- 
vulsions which  the  revolution  has  created." 
,£ari  Baihurst  denied  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  had,  previous  to  the  issuing 
of  the  Qrders  in  Council,  c^own  that  in- 
creasing prosperity  stated  by  the  noble 
lord  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  exports,  which 
in  1806  amounted  to  Q7,000,000/.  decreas- 
ed in  lfi07  to  25,000,000/.  The  exports 
of  West  India  and  East  India  produce  had 
also  declined  in  proportion.  The  Orders 
ki  Council  had  become,  therefore,  neces- 
sary for  the  maintenance  of  our  own  com- 
merce, and  their  ))enefictal  effects  werjs 
proved  by  jthe  increase  in  our  exports  from 
the  d.th  of  Dec.  up  to  the  last  .week :  an 
increase  had  taken  place  in  the  export  of 
sugar,  of  woollen,  cottoo,  and  linen.  Our 
West  India  colonies,  instead  of  being .  in- 
JVW^cJi.^OUlcL  b.e  bepefitiid.    Their  produce 
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had  preTiDusly  been  und«DK>ldin  the  fo- 
reign markets  by  the  foreign  colonial  pro- 
duce, conve]^ed  by  neutr^yUnd  the  certi*, 
ficates  of  origin  were  devised  to  prereute 
British  colpmal  produce  from  finding  ^. 
market.  Now,  however,  under  the  opera- 
tion  of  these  Orders^  the  wholeof  tl^e  colo- 
nial produce  being  brought  to  this  ci^untry, 
would  be  so  mixed  that  it  would  h^  im-' 
possible  for  the  enemy  to  distingui#h  tbe^ 
one  from  the  other,  ai^d  our  own  colonial, 
produce  would  no  longer  be  .undejrsold.. 
The  same  argument  applied  to  tl^  com- 
modities from  the  East  Indies.  It  bad 
been  said  by  a  noble  friend  of  his  oi»  the. 
preceding  evening,  that  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  the  want  of  coffee  could  have^ 
any  eflect  in  France.  His  noble  friend^ 
he  believed,  did  not  like  coflee,  and  there- 
fore he  might  not  care  for  the  lots  of  it ;. 
but  was  it  to  be  imagined  that  the  popula- 
tion of  a  whole  continent  would  sudoenly 
change  the  habits  of  their  Uves  at  the  bid- 
ding of  the  ruler  of  France  ?  Would  Buo- 
naparte himself,  would  his  tributary  kingg, 
would  his  tributary  princes,  would  Jiia 
generals,  would  his  aimy,  consent  all  at 
once  to  ffive  up  their  conee  and  their  sn- 
gar  ?  Would  they  agree  jU>  give  up  the 
constant  habits  of  their  lives  ?  It  ijiraa  not 
in  human  nature.  With  respe.ct  to  the 
American  trade,  he  believed  it  would  b« 
found  that  half  their  exports  came  to  liiia 
country,  and  about  a  fourth  or  third  to  thQ 
enemy's  colonies  ;  the  effect,  therefore^ 
.stated  by  tlie  noble  lord,  cQold oot  be  pro^ 
duced  upon  that  trade  ;  as,  supposing  the 
decree  of  the  enemy  to  be  mostrigorously 
enforced,  thje  Americans  could  not  be  pre- 
vented by  their  enforcement  from  trading 
with  this  country,  or  the  enemy's  cdoniesi 
The  Qoble  earl  went  through  the  Resoln^ 
tions,  and  contended  that  they  did  not  ap- 
ply to  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  ii^ead 
of  injuring  the  trade  of  the  country,  tended 
materially  to  benefit  it,  by  removing  those 
ii\jurious  effects  which  had  been  prcwlaced 
by  the  enforcement  of  the  enemy  V  de** 
crees. 

Lord  King  commented  on  the  apparent 
inconsistency  of  ehdeaTooring  to  make  the 
Orders  in  Council  at  pnce  a  meaewe  of 
a  belligerent  nature  and  of  coDimercia} 
policy. 

Lord  Holland  entirely  oonourtad  with 
the  noble  lord  as  to  the  ineonsiitency  he 
had  stated ;  but  it  was  not  the  only  ojie  : 
when  the  measure  was  cemiuired  as  uj^iro* 
ductive,  they  were  told  that  it  was  nUm 
me^^uie  of  revenue ;,  and .  y»l  rfhvtt  th^ 
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sufiering  *  manufactiuner,  uhen  the  injared 
trader,  petitioned  for  relief  against  its  rvift'- 
CMW  operation,  they  were  driven  from  the 
bar,  and  told  that  it  was  a  matter  of  reve» 
Que.  With  respect  to  its  producing  any 
sensation  in  France,  he  coald  hardly  be- 
lieve that  ministers  themselves  were  seri- 
ous, in  that  expectation. 

Lord  Gravcille  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
prolong  the  debate.  Upon  a  former  occa- 
sion he  had  taken  an  opportunity  of  stating 
fully  and  distinctly  his  sentiments  open 
the  commercial  policy  of  these  Orders. 
His  object  in  rising,  was,  to  resist  altogether 
the  idea  of  any  similarity-  between  these 
Orders  and  that  of  the  7ih  of  Jan.  He 
contended  that  they  were  not  only  not 
alike,  but  essentially  difterent.  Sardinia, 
it  was  trae,  had  been  excepted  ;  but  Sar- 
dinia was  not  the  only  exception.  At  that 
time  Denmark  (would  to  God  she  were  so 
now ! )  was  neutral,  and  engrossed  by  much 
the  greater  portion  of  the  neutral  trade  of 
Europe.  'Fhe  able  and  statesman-like  note 
of  his  noble  friend  (earl  Gi-ey)  to  the  Dan- 
ish minister,  was  a  sufficient  conunentary 
upon  the  nature  and  .object  of  that  Order  : 
but  this  mode  of  justifying  by  recriminat- 
ing, involved  the  noble  secretary  in  a  strange 
dilemma.  That  Order  was  either  right  or 
wrong;  if  wrong,  why  attempt  to  justify 
the  present  Orders  by  proving  their  simi- 
litude to  that  ?  and  if  right,  why  make  it 
the  object  of  such  extraordinary  censure, 
that  even  his  majesty  in  council  was  made, 
in  the  preamble  to  those  Orders^  to  censure 
that  act  as  injudicious  and  incflectual,  to 
which  he  had  been  advised  to  give  his 
royal  sanction  ?  With  respect  to  their  ef- 
fect on  America,  he  should  not  now  say 
any  thing :  the  event  would  be  shortly 
known,  and  he  trusted  that  when  it  should 
be  known,  the  result  would  not* verify  his 
apprehensions.  As  far  as  he  oould  judge 
Irom  such- private  advices*  as  persons  were 
pleased  to  communicate  to  him,  he  was,  he 
confessed^  inclined  to  «believe  that  the  in- 
telligence of  his  majesty's  ministers'  in- 
tentions^with  respect  to  the  measure  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  was  known  in  America 
'  several  days  before  the  measure  of  the  em- 
bargo had  been  resolved  on  :  and  if  so,  it 
was  not  unreasonable  to  conclude,  that  that 
intelligence  must  have  had  no  inconsidera- 
ble influence  in  producing  the  adoption  of 
that  measure. 

Lord  Hawhesbury  said,  that  ministers  had 
received  no  intelligence,  from  any  authen- 
tic source^  that  could  lead  them  to  believe, 
that  the  Aaieric^4:i9  knevr  any  diing  of  the 


Orders  in  Council  previous  to  tlie  embar^ 
go  ;  bat,  as  he  had  stated  on  a  former  oc- 
casion^ it  was  by  no  means  improbable; 
that  the  embargo  might  have  beeti  resort^ 
ed  to  in  America,  from  a  conviction  that 
such  measures  of  retaliation  as  the  present 
would  naturally  be  adopted  by  this  coun- 
try, in  consequence  of  the  French  decrees. 
The  noble  baron,  however,  might  have  se* 
cret  advices,  that  the  Americans  had  been 
previously  informed  of  the  intention  to 
issue  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  had  acted 
aocordingiy ;  but  until  that  was  distinctly- 
asserted,  he  must  still  believe,  that  the  fact 
was  as  he  himself  had  stated  it.  He  al- 
lowed, that  it  v!ras  unwise  to  enter  upon  a 
commercial  war;  but  the  question  here 
was,  whether  you  were  to  submit  to  the 
embarrassments  thrown  by  the  enemy  in 
the  vmy  of  your  commerce,  without  adopt- 
ing some  measure  of  retaliation  ?  If  we 
were  not  to  engage  in  a  commercial  war  of 
this  kind  at  all,  then  the  Order  of  the  7th 
of  Jan:  was  a  most  unwise  one.  His  lord- 
ship also  stated,  with  regard  to  the  Ameri- 
can embargo,  that  the  preamble  of  the 
Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  announced  further 
retaliation,  in  case  that  should  take  place 
which  had  actually  happened  ;  and  this 
might  have  corroborated  the  idea,  that 
such  a  measure  as  the  late  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil would  be  adopted  by  this  country,  and 
by  that  means  have  contributed  to  the  lay-' 
ing  on  of  the  embargo. 

Lord  GrenzfHle  said,  that  he  had  no  se- 
cret advices,  nor  did  he  know  what  the 
noble  secretary  meant  by  the  words  '  se- 
cret advices.'  His  information  was  aar 
public  as  the  public  papers  of  the  country 
could  make  it.  A  commercial  house  here 
had  sent  information  to  America  of  the  in- 
tention to  issue  these  Orders,*  and  of  their 
nature  and  tendency,  and  that  information' 
was  perfectly  accurate.  Their  correspon-' 
dents  in  America  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  intelligence  on  the  imh  of  Dec. 
being  six  days  before  the  embargo  was 
laid  on.  He  desired  the  noble  secretary 
not  to  take  this  statement  upon  his  autho- 
rity, but  to  call  the  merchant  to  the  bar/ 
who  w<ould  confirm  it  on  oath. 

The  house  then  divided' on  the  question" 
of  agreeing  to  the  first  Resolution  :  Con-' 
tents,  21  ;  Non  Contents^  56  ;  Maj6-^ 
rity,  $5. 

HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

TlmrBday,  March  22. 
[W$stMiNSTER    Election    Petition.] 
The  time  appointed  for  taking  into  cousi- 
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deration  the  Petitioii  of  the  right  hon.  Ri- 
chard Brinsley  Sheridan^  compiaining  of  an 
undue  Election  and  retam  for  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Westminster^  being  come;  and 
no  coansely  agent,  or  party,  appearing  on 
the  part  of  the  said  petitioner,  the  house 
was  moyed.  That  an  Act,  made  in  the  28th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  the  further 
regulation  of  the  trials  of  Controyerted 
Elections  or  returns  of  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament,  might  be  read  :«-4Ad  the 
same  beinf^  read ;  the  Order  for  taking  the 
jHud  Petition  into  consideration  was  diy* 
charged. 

[Greenwich  Hospital.]  Sir  C.  Pole, 
pursuant  to  notice,  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  some  appointments  on  the 
establishment  of  this  hospital,  in  which 
due  regard  was  not  had  to  the  preference 
which  ought  tp  be  shewn  to  persons  who 
had  senred  in  the  navy.  He  cited  all  the 
commissions  relative  to  Greenwich  Hospi- 
tal, from  the  first  under  William  and 
Mary,  to  shew,  that  such  a  preference 
ought  always  to  be  given;  and  concluded 
wiUi  moving  an  Address  to  his  majesty, 
praying,  that  he  woul^  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  all  the  ap- 
pointmeuts  belonging  to  the  said  hospital 
should  henceforth  be  filled  with  persons 
who  had  served  in  the  navy. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  it 
must  be  the  object  of  every  one  to  pro- 
mote as  much  as  possible  what  the  non. 
baronet  was  desirous  to  accomplish.  But 
there  were  offices  for  which  persons  proper- 
ly Qualified  could  not  be  found  in  the  navy, 
sucn  as  clerk  of  the  works,  who  should 
be  an  architect;  auditor,  who  should  be  a 
lawyer;  organist,  brewer,  clerk  of  the 
cheque,  surveyor,  and  others.  With  these 
exceptions,  he  thought  no  other  office  should 
be  filled  otherwise  than  firom  the  navy, 
except  when,  after  a  month's  notice  in  the 
newn)apers,  no.  naval  person  should  pre- 
sent himself  with  proper  qualifications  to 
fill  the  office  vacant.  He  should  propose 
an  amendment,  adopting  the  hon.  baronet's 
idea,  with  this  limitation,  and  he  should,  in 
Uie  event  of  the  amendment  being  adopted, 
propose  an  Address  to  his  majesty,  praying 
ti^at  he  would  cause  a  corresponding  al- 
teration to  be  made  in  the  Charter  of 
Greenwich  Hospital. 

After  some  observations  firom  Mr.  Wliit- 
bread,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  N.  Calvert,  and  Mr. 
R.  Ward,  sir  C.  Pole  agreed  to  the  excep- 
tions proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  motions  were  passed 
accordingly. 


PBTrrioHs  AGAINST  TBS  Oedhs  in  Coun* 
C1L.1  On  the  motion  of  the  GhisiiceUor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  house  wentinte  a  com* 
mittee,  in  which  the  a4Joumed  considera- 
tion of  the  Petitions  aoainst  the  Orden  in 
Council  was  resumed.  The  foUowing 
witnesses  were  then  called  in  and  ex- 
amined, Mr.  Wm.  Bell,  Mr.  Thomas  Mar- 
tin, Mr.  Alex*  Forrester,  and  Mr.  Abraham 
Mann.  On  account  of  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  and  there  being  then  five  other  wit- 
nesses to  examine,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  question  was  pos^wned  till  to- 
morrow. 


HOUSE  OP  Loans. 


Wednesday,  March  23. 

[Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  .^uckUmd 
rose  to  ofifer  a  motion^  the  house,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  might  afiiMrd  an  opportuni- 
ty of  bringing  the  house  to  a  decision  on 
the  long  contested  point,  whether  the  Pe- 
titions against  the  operation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  which  had  been  presented  to 
the  house,  were  to  be  attended  to  or  not. 
After  insisting  on  the  right  which  the  sub- 
ject undoubtedly  had  of  being  heard 
against  measures  which  aggrieved  him, 
and  afier  enumerating  a  number  of  pre- 
cedents, to  shew  that  the  object  of  his 
motion  was  strictly  conformable  to  the 
standing  orders  of  the  house,  imd  the  best 
practice  of  parliament  in  the  best  times, 
his  lordship  concluded  with  moving,  ''That 
the  Orders  in  Council  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  that 
the  petitioners'  against  them  be  heard  by 
themselves  and  counsel,  as  to  such  points 
in  which  the  petitioners  could  shew  they 
had  a  distinct  and  direct  interest.'' 

A  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which  the 
lordchs[kicellor,lordsHawkesburyandMul- 
grave  acceded  to  the  motion,  on  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  not  proposed  to  hear 
counsel  against  the  Orders  in  Council  bill, 
and  that  no  dela;|^  should  take  place  in  the 
progress  of  that  bill.  Lord  6renville,theearl 
of  I^uderdale,  and  earl  Spencer  disclaim- 
ed any  understanding  upon  the  subject, 
which  should  fetter  their  judgmentain  the 
application  of  the  information  which  might 
be  communicated  at  the  bar.  Lord  Sid- 
jiMMitfa  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  form  of 
proceedingrbut  was  friendly  to  the  object 
of  the  motion.  The  question  was  at  leiq^ 
put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

Lord  A$ickland,^fttr  complio^entiog  their 
lordships  on  at  length  adopting  some 
mode  of  heariiig  the    petitionees,    then 
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moved,  that  the  Petitions  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  to- 
morrow. 

Another  conversation  arose  upon  this 
motion,  and  lord  Hawkesbury  moved  as  an 
amendment,  Monday  next,  instead  of  to- 
morrow. This  amendment  was  strenuous- 
ly supported  by  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
Mulgrave,and  lord  Redesdale;  and  opposed 
by  lords  Grenville,  Holland,-  Darnley, 
Grey,  and  Spencer;  aiier  which  a  divi- 
sion took  place  on  the  amendment.  Con- 
tents, 43  :  Non-contents  18. — Msgori- 
ty25.^ 

The  order  of  the  day  was  next  read  fdr 
the  house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee on  the  bill,  wheii  earl  Spencer  moved, 
that  the  house  do  hear  the  Petitioners  on 
Tuesday  next ;  on  this  question,  the  house 
divided.  Contents,  18;  Non-contents,  47. 
— ^Lord  Grenville  then  moved,  that  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  divide 
the  bill  into  two  parts,  that  part  which 
regarded  the  bill  as  of  Aid  and  iSupply, 
and  that  which  regarded  the  commercial 
regulations,  on  which  latter  part  he  wished 
Counsel  to  be  heard.  On  this  question, 
nearly  the  same  noble  lords  again  were 
heard,  when  the  house  again  divided. 
Contents,  48;  Non-contents,  109. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  bill.  A  long  and  desul- 
tory conversation  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
which. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  attacked  the'  late 
administration  for  their  Order  in  Council 
of  the  7th  of  Jan.  and  asserted  that  it  was 
the  foundation  of  the  late  Orders. 

Lord  Erskme  said,  that  this  charge  re- 
peatedly 'made  reminded  him  of  Swifl's 
Tale  of  a  Tub.  We  produce,  said  lord 
Erskine,  a  piece  of  bread,  we  eat  it  in 
their  presence,  we  bring  the  baker  who 
baked  it ;  every  body  round  agree  it  to 
be  bread,  but  the  noble  lords  answer  that 
it  is  not  bread,  but  the  fattest  mutton  that 
ever  came  out  of  Leadenhall  Market,  and 
the  only  proof  they  give  of  the  proposi- 
tion is,  that  if  any  man  ventured  to  assert 
the  contrary,  they  hoped  that  God  might 
eternally  damn  him.  Lord  Erskine  said, 
that  these  were  the  words  of  the  rev.  Dean 
Swiil,  and  not  his,  and  therefore  the  bi- 
shops must  pardon  the  profaneness.  He 
said,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  it  were  con- 
venient to  establish  that  his  lordship's 
black  coat  was  any  green  colour,  it  might 
easily  be  accomplished,  '  As  many  as  are 
of  that  opinion,  say  Aye' — ^would  give  it 
in  a  moment  any  colour  in  the  rainbow* 


— ^His  lordship  here  adverted  to  the  Bark 
bill.  He  said,  that  Mr.  Burke  in  one  of 
his  hnmortal  orations,' had  also  given  im- 
mortality to  the  benevolent  Howard  ;^-^ 
speaking  of  that  great  man  in  his  career 
of  humanity ,*he  had  said,  *'  He  has  visited 
all  Europe ;  not  to  collate  manuscripts  or 
to  collect  mtdals,  but  to  dive  into  the 
depth  of  dungeons ;  to  plunge  into  the 
infection  of  hospitals ;  to  survey  the  man- 
sions of  grief,  misery  and  despair;  to  pity 
the  forsaken,  to  remember  the  forgotten, 
and  to  collect  and  collate  the  distresses  of 
all  men  in  all  countries.  It  was  a  cir- 
cumnavigation of  charity.'*  It  was  fit, 
said  lord  Erskine  that  this  circumnavi- 
gator of  charity  should*  have  received  his 
being  in  that  coimtry  which  had  been 
the  mstrument  of  providence  in  her  cir- 
cumnavigation of  the  earth ;  not  like  the 
first  <liscoverer,  carrying  cruelty  and 
death  in  her  train ;  but  collecting  mankind 
together  under  the  dominion  of  laws  and 
liberty.  But  what  was  the  proposed  cir- 
cumnavigation of  ministers  ?  They  at  this 
moment,  like  Howard,  were  to  visit  all 
Europe;  like  him  they  were  to  plunge 
into  the  infection  of  hospitals ;  but  not 
like  him,  to  remember  the  forsaken  and 
forgotten,  but  to  plCick  the  balm  of  health, 
or  rather  of  life,  out  of  the  mouths  of  the 
miserable.  They  were  to  rob  them — not 
of  one  medicine,  which,  as  he  had  said 
formerly,  might  be  substituted  for  ano- 
ther ;  but  which  he  would  repeat  again, 
even  as  often  as  they  repeated  the  Order 
of  the  7lh  of  Jan.  that  would  subject  Great 
Britain  to  the  final  everlasting  curse — '*  I 
^'as  sick  and  ye  visited  me  not." 

Lord  Grenville  moved  that  the  chair- 
man should  report  progress,  but  this  was 
resisted.  The  preamble  afler  a  good  deal 
of  controversy  was  agreed  to.  It  was  or- 
dered that  the  house  should  resume,  and 
the  chairman  ask  leave  to  ait  again.  The 
house  accordingly  resumed,  s^d  after  re- 
ceiving the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the' 
committee,  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  on 
Thursday  morning. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  March  23. 
[Petitions  ♦  against  the  Orders  in 
Council.]  After  the  other  orders  of  the 
day  were  disposed  of,  the  house  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  Petitions  against  the 
Orders  in  Council.  Mr.  Brougham,  the 
counsel  for  the  Petitioners,  was  called  in, 
and  the  examination  of  Mr.  Mann,  which 
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bad  b«0ii  intermpt^  at  the  rnlii^  of  the 
tioQse  last  night,  was  fcsomed.  Mr.  A. 
Glennie  was  alsd  re-examined.  The  fol* 
lowiiij^  witnesses  were  then  called  in  and 
examined.  Viz.  Mr,  H.  Hinckley,  Mr. 
James  Cropper  ;  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Rath- 
bone,  Mr.  James  Oxley  ;  James  Palmer 
and  James  Kinder ;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Mullet. — ^The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
suggested^  after  the  examination  of  the  last 
witness,  that  the  business  should  be  de* 
ferred  until  to-morrow.;  and  that,  after 
the  hearing  of  evidence  in  support  of  the 
present  petitions,  counsel  .should  be  called 
in  and  witnesses  heard  in  suppoitofthe 
London  Petition  in  fiiTour  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  He  knew  that  there  were  some 
gentlemen  who  had  a  dii^rent  feeling  on 
the  subject  from  that  which  the  hon.  gent, 
on  the  other  side  had.  He  therefore  thought 
it  would  be  right  that  their  witnesses  should 
be  called,  betore  the  learned  counsel  then 
at  the  bar  proceeded  to  make  his  obser- 
vations on  the  ease, — Mr.  Ticrney  and  Mr. 
Whitbread  observed,  that  it  would  be 
rather  a  novel  course  of  proceeding,  to 
call  in  counsel  to  be  hei^din  support  of  a 
Petition,  where  the  petitioners  themselves 
had  not  thought  proper  to  make  it  part  of 
their  prayer  that  they  might  be  so  heard. 
Besides  that,  the  committee  was  ndt  em- 
powered to  hear  them^  as  the  instructions 
from  the  house  to  them  only  went  so  far 
as  that  they  should  consider  the  Petitions 
against  the  Orders  in  Counci  I .  The  other 
petition,  wad  only  ordered  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table.  Ai^er  a  few  words  from  the 
(Chancellor  of  the  ExcheqtBer^  Mr.  Rose, 
and  Mr.  Huj^kisson^  in  support  of  the  ori- 
ginal suggestion,  jthe  business  dropped.  The 
house  then  resumed^  and  Mr.  Brougham, 
and  his  remaining  witnesses,  were  ordered 
to  attend  .to-morrow.  . 


HOUSE  op  LOftDS. 

Thursday,  March  24. 

»   .  [E?a»Bt)JTI0N    TO    CoPENltAGBN.]       The 

Earl  of  Sitffblk  rose  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  the  Cprrespondence  which  had 
passed  between  his  majesty's  ininisters  and 
Mr.  Garlike,  respecting  the  hostile  de- 
signs of  the  court  of  Dentftark  against  this 
ioountry,  which  it  had  been  asserted,  ^ere 
tnlade  evident  by'  that  correspondence.  It 
was  desirable  indeed  that  satisfactory  cvi- 
tdenee  should  be  laid  before  the  house,  in 
•l^roof  of  the  expediency' or  necessity  which 
, induced  ministers  to  embark  in\such  a  vio- 
Jent  and  miwaltalktabk  measnre  ail  the 


attaok  upon  Copenhagen.  He  bad  as  yet 
heard  no  argument  or  esplanatioa  to 
satisfy  his  mind  on  these  points.  He  was 
therefore  anxious,  that  some  proof  might 
be  adduced  that  would  demonstrate  that 
necessity,  and  rescue  the  name  and .  cha- 
raeter  of  the  country  from  the  shame  and 
degradation  which  that  ill-starred  expe- 
dition must  otherwise  fix  upon  them.  It 
was»  moreover,  necessary  to  vindicale  the 
individual  character  of  IVlr.  Oarlike,  with 
whoae  dispatches  ministers  had  ti^^a  a 
liberty  unanthoriaed  by  any  practice  of 
parliament  with  which  he  was  acquainted. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving  an 
Address  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  di» 
rectioBs  be  given  to  lay  bemre  the  house 
such  Correspondence  as  had  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Garlike  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  from  Nov,  i80a  to  July  1807,  res- 
pecting the  designs  which,  in  conjunction 
with  Russia,  Denmark  was  supposed  to  be 
entertaining  against  this  country. 

Lord  Haxofislnijy  observed,  that  if  the 
noble  earl  had  ^tended  former  debates, 
he  must  have  known  that  the  Papers  he 
now  moved  for*  bad  already  been  refused, 
and  that  the  motion,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  have  them  produced,  had  been 
negatived,  after  a  mature  and  long  dis- 
cussion: such  Piaipers  having  been. pro- 
duced in  another  plaCo,  was  no  reason 
why  they  shonld  be.  laid  before  their  lord- 
ships, the  more  so,  as  no  special  grounds 
had  been  stated  for  producing  ^em,  and 
as  the  subject  to  which,  they  related  had 
long  since  been  thoroughly  inteattgated 
and  solemnly  decided  on.  As  no  neces^- 
sity  whatever  was  shewn  for  the  prod ncti on 
6f  such  papers  at  the  present  moment,  he 
thought  himself  perfectly  jdstified  in  oppo- 
sing the  itiotion  which  had  been  proposed 
by.  the  noble  earl. 

Earl  Grey  argued  in  Support  of  the  mo- 
tipn.  When  these  very  docnfnents  were 
moved  for  in  another  place,  they  had  been 
refused  on  the  plea  that  the  production  of 
them  might  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
interests  ;  yet,  when  the  same  papers  were 
afterwards  moved  for  in  order  to  vmdicate 
the  character  of  an  inditidual,  alt  appre- 
hensions of  piiblie  danger  vanished*  and  in 
Older  to  clear  the  chavabter  of  that  indivi- 
dual, the  correspondence  was  prodnced. 
The  noble  lord  cojndluded  with  a  warm 
panegyric  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gforlike, 
which  in  all  the  situations  that  ttentteman 
had  bee^  placed  in,  was  uniformly  mal'ked 
by  ability,  intej^ity,  and  zeaL 

Lord  Havkeebury  moit  cheerfnlly  coin- 
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i^ided  in  every  praise  that  could  be  bestow-' 
ed  on  Mr.  Garlike,  of  whose  merits  he.had 
long  been  so.  conyineed,  that  he  had 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  recommending 
him  for  promotion  to  his  majesty.  As  to 
the  Copenhagen  Expedition,  every  thins 
that  had  since  happened,  only  confirmed 
him  in  the  opinion  of  the  expediency^ind  eed 
the  absolute  necessity  of  that' expedition. 

Lord  GrerwHU  supported  the  motion, 
contending  that  the  house  were  still  very 
imperfectly  informed  upon  this  subject. 
He  did  not  approve  of  making  public  a 
whole  series  of  diplomatic  correspondence, 
of  that  they  had  in  one  instance  experien- 
*ced  the  ill  efiects,  but  in  this  case  be 
tfaottffht  it  important  that  the  information 
asked  for  should  be  granted,  in  order  that 
the  house  might  be  better  enabled  to  dis- 
cuss these  points  immediately  connected 
with  it. 

Lord  Mulgrave,  conceiving  that  the  no- 
ble lord  had  alluded  to  the  correspondence 
laid  before  parliament  when  he  (lord  Mul- 
grave)  quitted  the  foreign  office,  entered 
.into  a  justification  of  his  conduct  upon 
that  occasion,  and  said,  that  if  there  was 
any  thing  to  blame  in  that  transaction, 
noble  loi^s  ought  to  have  made  it  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry.  In  the  course  of  his  speech^ 
fie  alluded  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Adair  to  Vienna,  and  to  the  rumours  re- 
specting the  supposed  secret  mission  of 
that  gentleman  upon  a  former  occasion  to 
St.  Petersburgh,  which  probably  a  noble 
lord  on  the  other  side  (the  relation  of  the 
person  who  sent  him)  could  explain. 

Lord  HoUand  rose  considerably  agitated 
by  the  allusion  reflecting  on  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  transaction  which  hap- 
pened nearly  20  years  ago,  and  of  which 
be  was  certainly  too  young  at  the  time  to 
know  the  circumstances.  The  insinuations 
upon  it,  however,  had  been  so  repeatedly 
proved  to  be  absurd,  that  nothing  but  the 
perverse  spirit  which  had  been  manifested 
that  night,  could  have  again  brought  it  up. 
The  neole  lord  had  said,  that  if  the  conduct 
of  the  ministers  who  had  made  the  coali- 
tion that  ended  so  fatally  for  Austria  was 
criminal,  it  ought  to  have  been  questioned. 
To  this  lord  Holland  replied,  that  proba- 
bly his  friends  ought  to  have  instituted  an 
inquirv  into  it.  Their  motives  of  forbear- 
ance, he  thought,  would  have  been  obvious 
to  every  noble  lord,  viz.  that  as  the  admi- 
nistration who  had  made  that  coalition, 
had  lost  the  person  who  was  most  distin- 
guished for  talents,  they  thought  it  illiberal 
to  pursue  the  rest  of  the  body. 

VOL.X. 


Lord  Mulgrape  disclaiined  the  slightest 
intention  of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the 
noble  lord. — The  question  was  ^en  put, 
and  negatived. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

TItursdat/,  March  24. 

[Westminster  Election  .  Petition.] 
The  Speaker  informed  the  house,  that  the 
Petition,  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
and  return  for  the  city  and  liberty  of  West- 
minster, having  been  appointed  to  betaken 
into  consideration  upon  Tuesday  last,  z,t 
half  an  hour  after  three  in  the  s^ternoon, 
the  right  hon.  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan, 
the  petitioner,  did  not  appear  before  the 
house,  by  himself,  his  counsel/ or  agents, 
within  one  hour  after  the  time  so  appoint- 
ed ;  and  tha^t,  in  pursuance  of  an .  act, 
made  in  the  2Sth  yiear  of  his  present  mar 
jesty,  he  had  certified  into  the  court  of 
exchequer  the  Recognizance  entered  into 
in  respect  of  the  said  petition,  and  had 
also  certified  the  default  which  had  been 
made  in  the  performance  of  the  condition 
of  the  said  recognizance. 

[Irish  Grand  Jury  Presentments,] 
Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  rose,  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  for  certain  papers  relative  to  the 
mode  of  raising  money  by  the  Grand  Jury 
Presentments  in  Ireland.  He  wished  to 
avoid. any  discussion  on  the  subject  till  the 
papers  ^ere  laid  on  the  table ;  but  he 
would  state  the  course  he  meant  to  pursue,' 
and  the  object  he  had  in  view,  in  order  to 
prevent  misconception.  He  moved  for 
these  papers  on  two  grounds :  first,  with 
reference  to  the  amount  of  the  sums  raised, 
and  secondly,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of 
raising  them.  He  did  not  mean  to  question 
the  powers  of  the  Grand  Juries,  or  to  trans- 
fer these  powers  to  any  other  quarter.  But 
be  wished  tp  have  some  more  equal  mode 
of  collecting  the  tax,  and  a  better  mode  of 
accounting  for  the  money.  He  intended 
once  to  include  all  this  in  a  bill  relative  to 
the  Irish  roads  ;  but  the  subject  was  so  ex- 
tensive and  important  that  it  would  be 
better  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of  the 
house,  by  which  means  it  might  come 
more  particularly  under  the  review  of  such 
as  were  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  rais- 
ing, applymg  and  accounting  for  county 
money  in  England.  An  account  of  the 
amount  had  been  already  laid  on  the  table. 
What  he  wanted  now  was  an  account  of 
the  mode  of  application,  of  the  way  in 
which  the  money  was  accounted  for,  and 
of  the  time  the  gi*slnd  juries  had  for  the 
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performance  of  this  duty.  Hft  ther^re 
mored  firsts  for  an  account  of  the  preasmt- 
Bsents  for  raising  nMHiey  durmg  the  spring 
and  summer  assizes  in  1 807,  specifying  the 
mode  of  application.  2d.  For  copies  of 
the  Quere  Books  in  the  hands  of  the  Irish 
treasurer,  as  far  as  related  to  the  above 
period,  with  a  view  to  shew  the  method  of 
'  accounting.  And  3dly,  For  the  number  of 
informations  and  bill^of  indictment  before 
the  grand  juries,  during  the  same  period, 
and  the  time  the  assizes  continued. — After 
some  observations  from  Mr.  Finter  md  sir 
i^  Newport,  the  motions  were  agreed  to. 

[pEirriONS     A6ATNST     THE   Ord£RS     IN 

tCouNciL.}  The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Sxche- 
'^ficr^  after  moving  the  order  of  the  day  for 
l^ing  into  a  committee  on  the  Petitions 
against  the  Orders  in  Council,  thought  it 
iright,  before  he  should  move  that  the 
Shaker  do  leave  the  chair,  to  state  the 
course  which  he  proposed  to  recommend 
to  the  house  to  adopt,  on  the  subject  of 
the  examination  of  other  witnesses,  and 
which,  tpon  inquiry,  he  found  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  precedents  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  house  on  similar  occasions.  It 
was  therefore  not  his  intention  to  move 
this  .day  for  the  production  of  other  evi- 
dence, but  according  to  the  practice  of 
the  honse  to  allow  the  present  petitioners 
to  cloise  their  case,  and  afcerWards  to  healr 
the  ofb^ervatfciiits  of  their  counsel,  npon 
tile  fevidencd  prt>dticed  by  them*  It 
Would  theit  be  contpetent  to  tbe'house^  if 
'the  evidence  should  not  aippear  suificiem, 
to  catt  upon  the  otirm-  petitioneits,  or  npdb 
other  witnds^ei^,  and  to  examitie  the^, 
ioucbing  the  ^iibject.  But  sts  it  tnight  not 
be  fair,  to'eall  Upoh  the  learned  coa/Md, 
suddenly^  to  subm?t  hb  observations  to 
^e  hmi^e,  Upon  i\k  evidence,  he  proposed, 
'thkt>  however  shdrt  th^  time  might  be, 
Vvhieh  tiremM  be  occtrpred  this  night  in  the 
'examtftaiti6h  of  'the  remaining  ^itneas^, 
the  bnstne^  should Sftfnd  bVer  till  'Fuesday, 
)Vhen  the  learned  (^otih^el  should  be  heard 
«pon  the  c?7ideii!ce. 

Mr.  Tittne^  thought,  that  eveii  the 
^course  proposed  on  the  precedirig  even- 
ing, by  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  of  hear- 
ing the  contrary  evidbttce,  and  df  being 
present  by  their  counsel  to  cross- exatliine 
the  wittiesses  that  should  be  brought  for- 
ward, before  he  was  fVtially  to  sdlh  tfp, 
would  have  been  much  morfe  desirable 
for  the  petitioners  than  that  now  ^irggest- 
cd.  It  would  be  peculiarly  hdi-d  lipOn 
the  petitioners,^  if  evidences  sbotetd  be 
brought  fbrsiard,  tb 'dii5>rorve  the  allfegn-; 


tions  of  liiflw  p^^kMi>  md  eostrofuit  die 
evidenes  tiiay  pvoflvoed  is  sajpipeit  of 
them,  that  thi^y  ahovid  not  be  pi^niitted 
to  eron-ezamifte  tlie  witnessea  by  their 
ooansel,.or  ceJi  ofdicr  witnesM»  in  top- 
port  of  their  case.  The.  hooBe  was  j^heed 
m  a  novel  sitnatito  fay  the  oonrse  pwirsued 
by  the  right  kon.  gent.  (Inag^  alltissse 
difficulties  might  be  aveidod,  if  this  [iro- 
ceeding  had  originated  in  a  coAinkittee  of 
trade. 

'The  C^anceUortf  the  ESKkeqan  lasiMed 
that  the  proceeding  was  perfectly  regu- 
lar, and  adverted  to  the  precedent  of  the 
course  adopted  upon  a  Pc^oii  agidint 
the  Tobacco  bill  mthe  year  ItdO^ili  fc% 
in  point ;  on  which  oiccasion  the  p^iikioD- 
ers  evidence  and  conmel  had  been  heard 
at  the  bar;  and  the  hause  had  afterwar(h 
thought  fit  to  call  for  other  witnesses,  and 
to  examine  with  respect  to  the  matter  of 
the  petition  and  the  evidence  brou§^  for- 
ward in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Tieiiiey  acquiesced  for  the  present, 
but  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to  op- 
pose the  coarse  proposed  l>y  the  right  hon. 
gent  if  it  shonld  appear  to  him  not  to  be 
regular. 

The  Speaker  then  laid  down  the  prac- 
tice of  the  house  in  a  clear  and  sati^ac- 
tory  manner.  Whatever  ccui^se  it  should 
ultimately  please  tfa6  honse  to  aflbpt,  the 
proceeding,  he  obsfenred,  had  been  hither- 
to pm-fectly  regihlan.  In  the  opposition 
which  bad  been  ^Ivdn  to  the  Bostohp^^ 
bill,  and  th^  bill  to  i^estr^^n  the  Trade  of 
New  Ettglaod,  tt«titfmiers  had  been  heard 
by  Ihe^r  cduniei  at  the  bat*  of  this  house, 
and  evidence  exadfifn^ft  in  -sopport  of  their 
•pethi6tis,  bat  that  had  not  preclude  the 
hbtise  from  taking  stfch  \)th«r  steps  as 
^ere  dec^m^  eocpediant  to'im^estigatethe 
allegations  of  the  petit^onetB.  There  were 
many  instances  or  t^exaHfiixaU6n  of  wit- 
n^ss^s  upoh  petitibns,  a»'the  bar  of  the 
h6n^  bnt  the  Ihteft-  practice 'had  been  to 
exsttoii?!^  w  jtiiewes  at  Ifhh  Iwr  ^h  « <JoA- 
inittee  <jf  th^  whwle  hmise..  M  to Ae  pr^- 
ceetHitg  in  a  Cbn^itiee  «f  Tmde,  i^hen 

Setittbners  presented  tlieMetves  t6  thiit 
tm^i  and  pra»yed  fo  be  lipaid  by  their 
e<jdn«el>  ihe,J>raethie^wali,if  Aairf  ^tition 
wsfe  f e^^tvedi  to  tfddede  w'the  prayer  ef 
iPtj^fld'  bythi  habit  df  ttte  hbii»,  aft«r 
hearhtff  evidence,  iop^Bteitthtceiittel'to 
6uih  up  the  ^ble  at  the  toi!Mitoi»tt<^f  ^ 
£SM9e.  Thh  boase^lRid^tiflin  inranyc»tti«*, 
tftty;biitelrf  whfch*ttoilghtad<jpt,tttttitwi8, 
^ilite  >i«ipfiteibi<fe'^[at  tftmunhlt^ii  i»ftte 
whole  houa«  ihoiM  he^  lied  hj»  by  dfe 
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•  #fltid«Dce  produoed  in  «op4pK»ft  of  jfte  niter 
^tions  of  Uie  petiiio«9>  iriiich  nigt^  be 
»ivQiie«ii9,  pw$iil,  »b«urd>  or  eT««  lUsis^ 
as  inight  be  proyed  -b^r  pther  ^ii&0iC9. 
There  vwise  f  Uo  sMny  cMfiS  nriiema  the 
jiouse;,  withoul  aoy  jciaim.  »»cbe  on  the 
paiTt  «f  «ii  Adseive  party  to  be  beards  bed 
ihougM^  fioff  ks  own  saCiifiiptioQ  to  call 
for  further  jendence,  after  the  Beitttionecs 
case  had  closed.  The  Tobacco  caae^ 
«^hieh  had  b«enrafei;i)Ml  to  by  the  rt.  hon. 
ihe  chancellor  of  the  oKcheaaer^  was  one 
«d*  that  descraptioa.  I^or«  after  the  peti> 
iipner  an4  his  cqun^el  had  closed  th»  case 
Bnd  wkhchrawRythe  house  ordered  other 
writneases  to  attend>  and  the  committee 
sat  again 4o  hear  the  evidence  of  these  wit- 
iiesses,  and  the  hottse.took  other  proceed- 
Higs  thereon.  If  any  gentleman  had  any 
doubts  on  the  subject,  he  would  do.  well  to 
.ccmsider  that  case.  The  case  of  the  8hop 
Tax  bill  was  similar.  The  proceedings^ 
ihere^re,  had  been  hitherto  all  regular, 
and  the  next  -step  would  be  to  hear  out 
the  casejof  the  petitioners,  and  the  ob- 
servations of  their  counsel  in  summing, 
after  w^ich  the  house  would  decide  whe- 
ther it  should  order  other  witnesses  to  at- 
tend, or  whether  other  evidence  should  be 
Jiecessary. 

The  house  Uien  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee,  and  proceeded  with  the  exa- 
mination of  the  remaining  witnesses  in 
support  of  the  Petitions.  Mr.  Garland, 
Mr.  Pollock,  Mr.  Mann,  and  Mr.  Rath- 
'bone  were  tbe  witnesses  examined.  After 
the  examination  was  closed  it  was  a^eed 
by  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  it  on 
both  aides,  that  progress  should  be  report- 
ed, and  that  the  committee  should  sit  again 
iot  Tuesday. 


fiouss  OF  Loans. 
.  FrULagf,  Mflrch  25. 
[Patents.]  '  The  £arl  of  Lauderdale 
.presented  three  motions  with  respect  to 
^applications  for  continuing  tbe  terms  of 
Patents,  directing  that  notice  of  every 
•im>tk  application  should  be  given  in  the 
Loixlon  Gazette,  ^  weeks  previous  to  the 
•meeting  of  parliament ;  that  no  applica- 
tion should  be  received,  unless  the  term  of 
•the -patent  should  be  within  two  years  of 
jexpiring;  and  that  the  person'  applying 
«^ould  bring  .proof  that  he  was  either  the 
inventor  or  the  repcesentative  of  :the  .in- 
jventor  of  the  invention  specified  in  the 
4iatent.  His  ilonb^ip  -moved,  that  these 
motions  should  be  taheninlo  <ceiisideFation 


op  Toesil^f  wi^  t^  vmy  of  rtheir  b^i^g 
wade  standing  oi^diec^.— rQrdoW. 

{ JpvaNALs  OF  T»«  Ho^se;.]  l^i  Gr»r 
n^h  took  up  the  ide^t  Wthi^  of  lat?  i^ 
be^n  freap^ntly  .adveuted  to  by  n^apy 
noble  lords,  yi;s.  4^at  ol'  taking  $QtPe  m§»r 
s^re  &r  procuring  a  more  regular  priiit^ng 
of  the  journals  of  that  house,  togptbf^r  with 
0t  Indexes  to  d»e  same  ;  and  cqncludgd 
with  moving  an  instruction  to  Uiat  .eHect 
to  the  standing  .committee  of  the  jquinal^. 

Idvrd  Huxifkmlm^  mo^  qheerfuUy  con- 
curved  in  the  motion  of  the  nqble  bacon,  ^ 
and  promised  ovary  support. on  J^ts  p^it, 
and  on  that  of  his  colleagues,  towards  tb^ 
accomplishment  of  so  desirably  an  objecl. 

[0]iD£Rs  IN  Council  Bill.]  The  Qrr 
d^  in  Council  hill  xfB»  read  a  third  time. 

Iiord  Grenpille  re-urged  several  of  his 
former  arguments  upon  this  sulyect,  and 
contended  that  the  evidence  adduced  iii 
another. place  hafi  proved  the  iojurioup 
efiects  of  the  Ordets  in  Council,  in  the 
prevention  of  the  export  of  our  manufaiCr 
twos  to  America  for  the  purpose  of  th«ir 
being  exported  to  Europe,  and  in  the  de- 
tention of  American  vessek  bound  to  Mar 
rope,  by  which  the  remittances  weroito  be 
procured,  which  ^wjere  to  .pay  for  our 
manufactures  exported  to  America. 

Lord  liawkesbwy  contended  that  the 
Orders. in  Council  were  calculated  .to  be«> 
n^t  the  trade  of  .the  countiy,  and  that 
they  tendod  to  that  object  was  the  opinion 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  merchants  of 
London,  and  of  tlie  merchants. of  Liver- 
pool, even  those  of  the  latter  who  wetp 
engaged  in  the  American  trade;  and  if 
the  manu&oturers  in  Yorkshine,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  country,  had.  sustain^ 
losses,  those  losses  were  not  to  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  Orders  in  Council,  but  to  othar 
•causes. 

Earl  Gr^  argued  that  the  assertions 
with  respect  to  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  the  Orders  in  Council  were  not  .prov- 
ed.— ^The  amendment  was  negatived. 

A  number  of  other  ameuoments  wa^e 
subsequently  moved  hy  lords  Auckland 
and  Grenville,  chiefiy  those  .which  wove 
moved  and  negatived  in  tbe  committee, 
A  long  conyejrsf^iipt;!  ^ook  place  upon  them, 
which  turned  .on  the  samp  points  that 
formed  the  topics  of  discussion  in  the  com- 
mittee. The  amei^dments  were  all  nega- 
tived.— Upon  the  Clause  for  limiting  the 
period  for  bringing  actions  against  those 
who  may  have  acted  under  the  Orders  in 
Council,  Lord  Grenville-moved  an  exten- 
sion of  the  time  mentioned  in  the  clause. 
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as  from  the  period  specified  it  was  impos- 
sible that  any  American  who  had  reason  to 
complain  could  seek  redress^  Upon  this 
a  division  took  place.  For  the  Amendment 
19 ;  against  it  52.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.' 

[Protest  against  tbe  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil Bill.]  The  following  Protest  against 
this  Bill  was  entered  upon  the  Journals : 

''  Dissentient ;  1  st.  Because  the  Bill  ap- 
pears to  us  to  have  been  passed  in  manl- 
iest violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  house.  No.  25.  A.  D. 
1702,  me  maintenance  of  which  Order 
is  essential  not  only  to  the  privileges  of 
this.J|ouse,  bat  also  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  government.  2dly,  Be- 
cause, the  unprecedented  manner  in  which 
Commercial  Regulations  of  the  highest 
importance  are  in  this  bill  coupled  with 
matter  of  Aid  and  Supply,  and  the  preci- 
pitation with  which  the  Bill  has  been 
hurried,  through  the  house,  when  evidence 
is  about  to  be  heard  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
late  Orders  in  Council,  in  furtherance  of 
which  the  bill  is  passed,  give  to  this  mea- 
mre  in  our  judgments  a  character  which 
we  are  always  unwilling  to  attach  to  any 
act  of  parliament.  3dly,  Because,  various 
Amendments  proposed  to  be  made  to  this 
Bill  have  been  rejected,  although  the  same 
were  obviously  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
tiiose  very  provisions  which  the  bilf  was 
intended  to  establish,  and  to  remove 
doubts  admitted  to  exist  as  to  the  legal 
.  construction  of  some  of  its  most  important 
provisions.  4thly,  Because,  the  object  is 
to  give  effect  to  the  laie  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, which  it  declares  to  have  been  expe- 
dient and  necessary.  Whereas,  we  con- 
ceive them  to  have  been  wholly  unjust 
and  unnecessary,  and  in  the  highest  de- 
gree injurious  to  the  most  important  in- 
terests of  the  country.  (Signed)  Gren- 
Tille,  Ponsonby,  (earl  of  Besborough),  Nu- 
gent, (Buckingham)  St.  John,  Spencer, 
Kawdon,  (earl  of  Moira,)  Erskine,  Essex, 
Grey,  Lauderdale,  Ponsonby,  (of  Immo- 
hilly)  Vassall  Holland,  Jersey,  Clifitxm, 
(earl  of  DaVnley,)  Auddand.'' 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Fridoof,  March  25, 
[Indictment  Bill.]  The  Attorney  Ge- 
neral moved,  "  That  leave  be  (riven  to 
bring  in.  a  Bill  for  amending  tbe  Taw  with 
regard  to  the  course  of  proceeding  on  In- 
dictments- and  Informations  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  in  certain  cases ;  for  autho- 


rising the  execution  in  Scotland  of  certain 
warrants  issued  for  oflfences  committed  in 
'  England ;  and  for  rehiring  officers  taking 
bail  in  the  king's  suit  to  assign  the  bau 
bonds  to  the  king/' — ^Leave  gnmled. 

[SuGA«  Distillery  Committbb.]  Sir 
John  Sdfright  gave  notice,  that  he  would, 
on  Monday,  move,  that  the  names  of  some 
additional  persons  be  annexed  to  llie  Su- 
gar Distillery  committee. 

Lord  Binnir^  thought  it  proper  on  this 
occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  certain  statements  which  appeared  in  the 
public  newspapers,  purporting  that  the 
Sugar  Committee  had  come  to  a  resolution 
to  recommend  the  prohibition  of  the  use 
of  grain  in  distillation,  and  that  the  re- 
port would  be  made  in  a  week.  The 
committee  had  come  to  no  resolution,  nor 
could  it  be  presumed  what  resolution  they 
would  come  to.  All  he  coukl  say  was,  that 
the  committee  was  pursuing  the  investi- 
gation of  the  subject  with  the  diligence 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quired, and  the  fidelity  that  the  trust  re- 
posed by  the  house  demanded.  He  could 
not  say  at  what  time  the  Report  would  be 
made,  though  the  committee,  for  its  own 
sake,  would  be  anxious  to  terminate  its 
sittings  as  soon  as  possible.  He  thought 
it  right  to  say  thus  much,  in  order  to  cor- 
rect any  false  or  premature  statements 
that  might  have  gone  abroad. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  noble  lord^ 
that  it  would  be  his  duty  to  apply  to  that 
house  for  summary  reoress  against  any 
persons  that  should  again  so  viohite  their 
privileges. 

Lord  Binning  pledged  himself  to  the 
house,  that  if  such  a  circumstance  should 
again  occur,  he  would  bring  it  forthwith 
before  the  house. 


HOUSE   OF   commons. 

Monday,  March  28. 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Biddulph,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Petition  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  return  for  the  borough  of 
Penrhyn,  reported,  that  tibe  sitting  mem- 
ber, Charles  Lemon,  esq.  was  duly  elected, 
and  that  the  said  petition  was  frivolous  and 
vexatious. — ^Mr.  M.  Pitt,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  Petition  complaining  of  an 
undue  return  for  the  brother  of  Stirling, 
reported  that  A.  Campbell,  esq.  the  sitting 
member,  was  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
said  petition  did  not  appeai^  to  them  to  be 
frivolous  or  vexatious. 


Digitized  by  VjOQQIC 


1257] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mabgh  28,  180&---^^luiA»m  ilf€rfMtfi(W. 


[ijas* 


[Irish  Escprbssbs.]  Mr.  Pamett  made 
his  motion  on^  this  subject.  During  the 
last  four  years  above  25,000/.  had  been 
paid  by  the  Post  Masters  General  of  Great 
Britain,  towards  the  establishment  of  Go- 
vernment Expresses  from  London  to  Dub- 
lin>  without  parliamentary  authority.  He 
wished  to  know,  therefore,  under  what  au- 
thority that  sum  had  been  paid.  He  .wished 
also  to  obtain  information  respecting  the 
steps  intended  to  be  taken  ibr  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  regular  communication  by 
mails  and  packets  between  London  and 
Dublin.  He  repeated  the  statements 
which  he  made  on  a  former  night,  respect- 
ing the  exclusive  communications  which 
had  been  m^jde  by  the  Irish  govern- 
ment to  the  editor  of  a  Dublin  newspaper, 
by  which  he  was  enabled  to  anticipate  his 
contemporaries ;  and  contended  that  such  a 
practice  must  in  evitably  ruin  the  other  Irish 
papers,  and  materially  injure  the  libeity  of 
the  press.  He  trusted,  therefore,  to  the 
candour  and  liberality  of  the  hon.  hart,  that 
he  would  abandon  this  obnoxious  practice. 
He  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
house,  a  return,  showing  by  what  authori- 
ty the  Post-Master  General  of  Great  Bri- 
tain had  paid  the  sum  of  25,097/.  for  Go- 
vernment Expresses  between  London  and 
Dublin,  from  the  1st  of  Jan.  1804,  to  the 
1st  of  Jan.  1808. 

Sir  A,  WeU^sley  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  motion.  As  to  the  communi- 
cations which  had  been  made  by  the  Irish 
government  to  the  editor  of  a  Dublin  news- 
paper, they  had  been  made,  because  when 
an  express  did  arrive,  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient not  to  withhold  from  the  Irish  pub- 
lic the  intelligence  brought  by  it :  they 
had  been  made  to  the  editor  of  that  paper, 
because  it  was  the  only  daily  evening  pa- 
per published  in  Dublin ;  and  they^  had 
been  made  to  him  alone,  because  it  was 
not  practicable  to  send  one  set  of  papers  to 
more,  than  one  place.  He  repeated  that 
the  paper  in  question  was  by  no  means  in 
the  interest  of  government,  but  was  totally 
unconnected  with  it.  With  regard  to  the 
information  respecting  the  improvement  of 
the  ordinary  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries,  tiie  subject  had  engaged  the  se- 
rious attention  of  Government,  who  had 
for  some  time  been  concerting  measures 
with  the  Post-master  General  for  the  at- 
tainment of  so  desirable  an  object.  He 
trusted  therefore,  thdt  the  hon.  gent,  would 
not  press  his  motion  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Pwmell  acquiesced  in  the  wish  just 
expressed  by  the  hoa.  bart.  .  On  the  other 


part  of  the  subject  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  although  one  set  of  papers  eoald  only 
be  sent  to  one  place,  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  let  the  difierent  editors  hav^' 
access  to  them.  He  again  insisted  strong* 
ly  on  the  injurious  effects  which  the  pre- 
sent system  of  partiality  must  necessarily 
produce,  both  on  the  individuals  immedi** 
ately  affected,  and  on  the  Irish  public  at 
large. — ^The  motion  was  then  ^eed  to, 
as  were  also  two  subsequent  motions  by 
the  same  hon.  cent  for  an  Account  of  any 
sums  which  haa  been  repaid  to  the  Post 
Master  General,  and  by  what  authority  ; 
and  for  an  Account  of  th^  Expence  of 
King's  Messengers  from  1801  to  1808. 

[Austrian  Mjediation.]  Mr.  Whii- 
bread  rose  to  ask  a  question  he  had  once 
before  put  to  the  right  hon.  secretary,  and 
to  which,  if  he  understood  it  well,  he  had 
then  received  an  answer  in  the  negative. 
The  question  was  if  no  communication 
had  passed  between  the  court  of  Vienna 
and  this  country,  from  April  to  Oct.  last  ^ 
Since  he  had  received  the  answer  to  which 
he  alluded,  the  Declaration  had  appeared, 
and  it  afforded  information,  that  in  July 
certain  propositions  had  been  submitted  to 
t;his  country  from  the  court  of  Vienna  ;= 
and  that  an  answer  to  them  had  been 
returned  from  this  country,  which  he 
(Mr.  W.)  should  suppose  must  have  gone 
through  the  hands  of  the  right  hon.  secre- 
tary. He  now  wished  to  ask  that. right 
hon.  gent,  if  he  had  any  recollection  of 
such  intermediate  communication;  or,'if  he 
was  to  understand  that  the  assertion  in  the 
Austrian  Declaration  was  false  ?  He  had 
two  other  questions  to  put  to  a  noble  lord, 
whom  he  now  saw  in  the  house  (lord  G.  L. 
Gower) ;  tirst,  if  the  expression  stated  en 
a  former  night,  to  have  been  used  to  him, 
'  il  faut  pour  le  moment  menager  FAngle- 
terre,^  had  been  communicated  to  minis- 
ters at  home,  in  any  of  his  dispatches  at 
the  time  ?  The  other,  if  he  believed  that 
such  letter  or  other  communication  was  in 
existence,  that  he  would  favour  him  with 
the  date  of  it,  as  it  was  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  in* 
tention  to  move  for  it,  that  it  might  be 
seen  who  the  person  was  who  used  that 
expression  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Cumixng  said  he  could  only 
repeat,  that  as  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion, no  communication  on  the  point  al'^ 
luded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  had  taken  place. 
He  did  not  say,  that  no  communication 
bad  passed  within  the  period  alluded  to  ; 
but  certainly  nothing  like  that  stated  by 
the  hon.  member.    As.  to  the  questions 
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pot  to  hb  nobte  ftieod,  he  €«iiU  cxdy 
flay«  tiM  if  in  h\s  piac<^  be  sboold  not  feel 
it  hU  4uty  to  gire  any  farther  eaqplana- 
tion  then  that  given  on  a  foiToer  nighty  u 
to  the  person  by  whom  the  expression 
wa3  useq. 

I^rd  Cr.  X<.  Goioer  mdj  the  exprostion 
had  be&i  communicated  by  him  to  aovia 
person  in  this  countr^r^  he  believed,  in  a 
private  letter. 

Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notice  that  he 
ahoutd  move  for  this  communicationj  with 
the  date  of  which  he  hoped  the  npbie  lord 
would  favour  him,  on  the  first  open  day. 

.[Offices  in  Revsr^ion  Bill.]  Mr. 
Bankes  rose  to  move  lor  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  prevent,  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
the  granting  of  Offices  in  Reversion,  lor 
for  joint  lives,  with  the  benefit  of  snnrtvor- 
shin.  Two  principal  reasons  had  origi- 
nally  actuated  ^e  committee  of  which  lie 
bad  the  honour  to  be  chainnan,  in  i»coin«- 
mending  a  bill  of  this  l^ind  to  the  cofm^ 
deration  of  the  houee.  The  first  was  an 
opinion  that  there  was  no  utility  in  gtast- 
ing  Offices  in  Reversion,  but  that  it  wonid 
be  of  infinitely  greater  advantage*  Jbothto 
the  persons  ptodbrming  services  to  the 
state  and  also  to  the  government  itself, 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  afibided,  at 
the  time  a  vacancy  happened,  of  consider- 
ing who  was  best  qualified  to  supply  it; 
than  that  it  should  be. disposed  of  lonj;  be- 
fore there  was  any  prospect  of  a  vacancy, 
thereby  aifiurding  an  opportuniiy  to  those 
in  power  at  the  time,  of  bestowing  suc^ 
offiboes  on  petsonsjnot  meriting.by  their  ser- 
vices any  mark  of  psblic  iavoitr.  The 
other  was  a  eonsiderationinerely  financial ; 
it  appearmg  to  the  oommittee  <to  be  ad«> 
Vtsable  that  the  power  of  granting  Offices 
in  Rev^usion  should  be  suspended,  :tiil  they 
should  have  concluded  their  inquiries  as 
to  what  offices  were  fit  to  be  abolished, 
and  n^iat  to  be  refonned.  In  what  he 
should  state  to-day,  Jie  begged  it  to  *be 
understood,  that  m  slid  not  depart  from 
any  thin^  be  had  said  wheniie  mat  intro- 
duced this  .meaauce ;  iie  tinsted  the  house 
would  be  actuated  by  simihtr  sentiments, 
and  would  .not  so  suddenly  {and  lightly  ide- 
par|^  from  what,  in  a  former  parliament, 
they  had  s^oh^d  unanimously,  and  .in  the 
last  and  present  parliament  had  passed, 
thoi^^  jiot  unanimously,  yet  jnearly  so. 
Ue^was  one  of  .those  peraons  who  wiaiied 
to  do  ^all  the  .f^eod  ;he  could,  <whereiie  was 
|io(r  ailowisd  to  do  air  the  .good  dbbe  wished. 
Therefore,  jie  should  aiot»to-day  give  any 
opinion  on  ;the  £xst  of  ^.two  points  to 


whinb  be  had  fdluded*  enoefH;  mmiy  to 
lay  in  bis  own  cl»im  to  eoosistenc]^  in 
feeling  bis  convictifm  of  the  propriety  of 
the  measure  in  no  respect  shaken.  What 
he  meant  now  to  do,  was  to  ctmfi^e  him? 
self  to  the  financial  view  of  the  subject;, 
and  to  the  giving  time  to  Ae  eaianHt.u» 
to  rqmrt  wb?t  offices  ehoM  hfi  abolishsd, 
end  what  refonned*  before  any  additioaai 
gcants  in  reversion  were  niade*  .Aaotber 
inducement  which  be  bad  to  proceed  iji 
this  shape  was,  that  it  appeared  to  j^ys 
been  the  opinion  of  persons  in  the'pthfir 
house,  that  such  an  iteration  would  have 
been  advisable.  He  was  at  aU  timef 
averse  from  agitating  Bny  question  wbieh 
might  create  diilerencesof  oniuion  betweea 
the  two  branches  of  th^  fegislitUDe ;  lie 
would  be  wilUuRg  even  to  et^iifice  semsf 
thing,  on  such  an  occayiion,  to  pc^adieei 
where  it  wes  not  p|Hinect«d  with  anar  get 
nerai  qu^tion.  JH^rmony  was  peculi^y 
desirable  at  the  present  nunaient ;  ^d  ^t 
hoped,  that  limiting  the  lieralion  ef  ths 
bill  to  such  a  period  as  wonid  anaMe  ths 
eomnittee  to  make  their  repoct,  woiil4 
have  the  eCect  of  removing  every  ok^sc* 
tion  which  had  been  urged  %o  it  iniaaother 
place^  As  to  the  question  ^F  prensgatire, 
he  begged  to  expir ess  eviery  respect  and 
regard  for  tfc»  feelings  .of  the  .executive 
government ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
could  not  carry  his  deference  for  it  so  kr, 
as  to  believe  that  any  office  in  a  fires 
constitution  could  be  established,  hat  on 
account  of  the  public  aervice ;  and  if; 
from  accident,  or  change  of  circumstaaces^ 
offices  of  duty  became  offices  of  dinecuiief 
so  that  tl^  establishment  .of  other  offices 
of  duty  became  necessary,  he  couid-  not 
agree  that  these  useless  siaeoune  offices 
ought,  on  that  account,  to  be  jretained. 
It  was  but  fair  that  the  public  should  h^ 
assured  that  the  money,  .drawn  &oin  then 
was  not  lavishly  expended  in  sinecutei' 
places,  and  it  would  be  a  aatis&otioa  to 
them  to  m^dierstand  that  those  plapesAf 
duty  whidi  were  retained^  visere  £iir  from 
being  ^nsrerpaid.  It  »ras  chieAy  jiuecttiie 
offices  which  MEece  ^prantedin  jrewesioD. 
It  <was  therefiue  theanoee  necessary  t^t 
the  geanting  of  tthemshould  be>s|]speaded, 
at  leafit<for  such  a  period  as  would  .enable 
.the  committee  to  inake  their  report.  'He 
cmicluded  bymojv^ing  forleaise^  bring 
in '.the  bill  for  a  time  to  ihe  limised; 

The  iChcncdhr  .<f  .the  Eechequfn^,  though 
he  had  no  objection  whateser<to  the  mo* 
tioji  of  liisiion.  friend,  thought  it  hni.c&J^' 
did  'lo  atate/to  him>  that^  innU^i 
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he  «Mlld  M\i%  tu  be  Mtfdiu^  mpeifom 
Sbn¥^  isA%M9o[»nu  to  tlM  Wi  in  ilfii pt»- 
gi»0ti»  tlMBr<mgh  the  holism.  He  j^greed  ruHy 
trii^  tli^  hdl^  Ig^AH.  as  «» the  citpedkfticy 
of  pf6ikmtk^  A  go^d-  ttikligfdfandiAg^  Idi^ 
tw«eh  ^e  11^  hottsAs  bf  )Mir!kiift«M ;  and 
t^tift^it,  ahhiida^  he  allowed  tluat  thes^ 
t*«v«  o^j«cl»  of  ^«ch  ift)f>*attaDiei0,  that  vf  eii 
the  HM«i)e  ^  a  bi^^e^adii  6«ght  lo  h«  ificirt^ 
f ed  rather  thafi  they  shoakt  bo  abaiidened, 
^t  aa  h;^  had  a^t^ays  c6ii9MI«ir6d  lilMf  ptt- 
•seoi  MMi^Mit^  as  «f  »<»  v«»y  gl-eat  tiftpoirt- 
a«(^  aYVd  hdd  aUvays  ;bo  e»epr<f$sed  h^iii^ 
-self  Uf)on  it,  4^  W(mld  nfth^p  dppotie  to 
produ6«k)iA  thM  aditiit  it>  were  he  ^aippte^ 
he&^ve  that  such  ^i^  litipl^aaift  ttftmt- 
ifSLmct  i^^M  eti^^.  But  iit  w^i  pna^a- 
ble  t^e  biU  tfifigbt  b^  «6  ^anred  aa  to  laft- 
a<<%r  aH  thfe  chief  dbjeW  of  the  pei^^OHs 
liMt  attadlied  to  th«  «i«aBtt)re>  aad'  a%  the 
-aMne,  ^m^  be  eKedo^ted  fi^MH  oppd6i«i;i»i 
^Ifffe'^^i'^.  It  Wii9  iia  thftt  tietf  he  m««lit ; 
%o  ^eciOimtM  his  a^^eihdik^ts.  H^  t/oh. 
H^ieftd  bad  stated,  idftd  be  wi^^d^t^duM 
'hav«1)e«i!i  ^ated  i«io¥e  i^egaltltl^s  tk«t  ^(fi 
amendment  to  the  last  bill  had  been  pt^ 
-pO^I^  'iti  '^  comilllttee  ^  Ihe  house  of 
lords,  %  "^rhtth  mead^et^  he  tueant  to 
fbe  'regulated  in  th^  consfructfon  <tf  the  | 
-txfoa^flett  bin.  N^^,  to  that  aiMtfidtnetf t  i 
nad  beon  negatifed",  to  proceed  ilpon  h  I 
in  the  formation  of  the  present  bill,  ap- 
pea^^A  to  him  to  be  the  feure  way  ttf  in^ 
XAippi%  4he  evil  which  it  was  *o  desire- 
able  to  avoid.  One  of  the  great  objec- 
<liolft  'ttlto  Hhat  had  been  made  to  the  bill  i 
'in  t^ieth^i^  plae^,  was  that  it  d^tyo^ed  aj 
pft^rogtflit^e  c^  thfc  crowta,  Ivithoat  Sfcrtfh  -a' 
pVe^ons  enquiry  itato  a  'demon^ti'alroh  df ' 
tibus^y  aS  wbold  Ivarrant  parliamerit'  ih 
their  ifttc^ftfrenoe.  That  objection,  Ih  its 
'd(»^e,  must  apply  to  the  bill  asit'trasi 
flfop<ned  to  be  introduced  by  his  hon. 
'ffpfi&d.  There,  were  tWo  great  Objects 
'^hi^h  #ie  houae  had  in  view  in  this  miea- 
-^Urfe;  the  fit^fr  was  to  obviate  improViderit 
grah^is,  by  dttfeichlng  iftimediate  instead  <kf 
ri^tidibte  responsibility  to  the  advid^rs  bf 
those  grants.  Tb  retnedy  this,  he  shotild 
pi^ypose  a  clause,  by  which  no  grtint 
•ahould  be  considered  valid  utitil  it  had 
been  publicly  annouhced  in  the  London 
G^i^tte.  TRie  other  great  object  whieh 
-the  hOiise  had  in  view  was,  that  their  ex- 
p^tffctibns  of  any  reform  or  retrcnchtirtttt 
resulting  from  the  report  of  the  Cpmtnit- 
'tefe  of  Finance  should  not  be  disappoint- 
ed. For  this  purpose,  it  i^as  hi*  intention 
to  propofie'that  for  a  Hipitcd  period,  e^^ry 
reveri»iMar)r  g^rat  shouM  be  sobjetC  to 


abolition,  or  any  vitevation  dnt  his  ma^ 
jie$ty»  with  the  advice  of  parliEament,  might 
thiok  preper  to  make  io  it.  Theac  pro- 
positiona  would,  ia  his  opinion,  meet  the 
riciws  of  hia  hon.  friend,  and^ni^  at  the 
aame  time  relieve  the  bill  &em  the  dan^ 
ger  whicii  had  hitherto  been  so  fetal  to  it. 
With  t^pect  to  the  pensions  mentioned 
bf  hk  hon.  ifticnd,  it-  woold  be  fooad  on 
^xcamim^itfiiR,  that  they  were  chiefly  In 
tlie  iteveniie  departments,  granted  to  per- 
Mns  ^rown  old  in  tiie  eserdae  of  their 
•offidsd  ^tiesw  He  was  ccRsvinced  that 
tbey  w^re  of  a  description  which  the 
htase  would  never  wish  to  dbohah ;  but  this 
sut^nc^twouM-mere  proiperly  oome  before 
iit^  when  time  report  of  die  Financial 
Committee  had  been  presearted. 

The  Hon,  J.  W.  fT^Ttl, -after  having  «t»- 
ted  t)ie  benefits  whidi  the  adopl»oii  of 
this  m^Oftare  v^^ould  afibr d>  obseri^ed,  that 
^va  pri»dpal  cause  of  his  refgn^t  at  its 
ha/Ving  been  lost  in  the  other  house  was« 
th«t  ift  Showed  that  that  brauach  of  the  le^ 
•gidlatore  waa  not  disposed  to  assist  the 
fionse  of^cKiimons  in  redeeming  the  pkdge 
which tlvey  had  a  few  years  ago  given  the 
people  to  ottquire  into  and  to  reform  pub- 
lic abuses.  That  ^heir  lordships  had  been  • 
adtuated  by  the  ^cerest  wishes  for  the 
public  advantage,  he  tv'ould  not  deny ;  but 
he  cet^ainly  did  not  think  th^t  l^e  tv^isdom 
of  their  decision,  corresponded  with  the 
pttrity  of  their  motives.  He  was  ready 
i^rly  to  own,  that  he  did  iiot  look  upon 
iic'onomy  as  a  means  of  considerably  aU 
le^iating  the  piiblic  'burthens.  But  al- 
though it  would  not  do  so  much  as  some 
*el«pected,  and  as  ell  wished,  it  would  be 
Consoling  for  the  hcfufte  to  re^ct.  Chat 
tinder  the  pr^sr^rit  circumstances  of  tho 
ooiimry,  when  the  people  were  called  upoto 
fot  'ijueh  €«tra»rdinary  aaerifices,  every 
thing  had  been  dtme  by  the  legislature  to 
'prevtftttt  an  unne<;essary  aggravation  of 
their  hardships.  There  existed  m  the 
country  ad^cfription  of  persons  encrea»- 
'ing  with  the  weakne^  of  the  country — 
persons  uflconnected  with  any  party  in 
parliamttit,  but  whose  great  object  was  to 
detl^  parliament  altogether.  The  lead- 
ei^  taught,  and  "the  followers  believed, 
that  parlianftint  disregiard^  the  interests 
of  their  conitltuertts.  This  was  a  dangeir 
daily  augmenting;  the  only  way  of  meels 
ing  It  was,  by  a  conduct  that  should  nOt 
omy  be  free  rrom  guilt,  but  also  free  from 
suspicion;  by  adopting  tneasureS  th^t 
should  show  unequivocally  the  dispositioU 
of  parliamfent  to  correct -public vabtt3e»a. 
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and  to  reduce  the  public  ezpenditore. 
For  ^this  purpose  it  was  most  desirable, 
that  the  principle  of  this  bill  should  be 
recognized  by  parliament.  It  would  in- 
deed be  most  unfortunate,  if  the  great 
aristocracy — if  the  hereditary  counsellors 
of  the  king  were  so  much  misled,  as' to  re- 
fuse to  make  this  recognition.  That  mis- 
fortune would  be  much  encreased,  if  cer^ 
tain  illustrious  personages,  to  whoise  splen- 
dour the  house  of  commons  had  lately 
contributed  so  largely,  should  be  so 
misguided  as  to  take  part  against  a  mea- 
sure not  directed  against  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown,  but  simply  having 
in  view  the  methodising — the  regulating, 
and,  if  possible,  the  diminution  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure.  It  had  been  supposed, 
that  because  the  bill  had  not-much  intrin- 
sic importance  attached  to  it,  die  public 
was  but  little  interesteci  m  its  fate.  The 
contrary  was  the  case.  This  circumstiAce 
rendered  the  rejection  of  it  more  odious, 
.as  it  shewed  that  it  was  the  principle  which 
•was  rejected.  We  had  witnessed  prodi- 
gious revolutions  in  the  state  of  empires ; 
•some  monarchies  had  been  totally  uproot- 
ed ;  others  had  been  shaken  to  their  cen- 
tres. He  wished  that  those  persons  who 
were  most  deeply  interested,  would  exa- 
mine the  history  of  these  awful  changes. 
They  would  find  that  they  had  been  uni- 
formly preceded  by  a  strong  desire  in  the 
people  tor  reformation  and  retrenchment, 
and  by  a  stubborn,  proud,  obstinate  reso- 
lution, in  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the 
land,  to  resist  that  desire'.  He  anxiously 
hoped  and  sincerely  prayed,  that  this 
country  was  far  from  being  placed  in  such 
circumstances  ;  but  he  must  say,  that  if 
any  one  line  of  conduct  was  more  favour- 
able than  another  to  the  views  of  those  who 
were  the  advocates  of  revolution,  it  was 
precisely  that  line  of  conduct  which  had 
*  lately  been  adopted  by  the  upper  house  of 
.parliament.  Adverting  to  the  objections 
to  the  bill^  which  had  so  suddenly  flashed 
upon  the  mind  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
,posite,  he  observed  that  this  eircumstance 
suggested  to  his  mind  very  serious  reflec- 
tions on  the  nature  of  the  influence  under 
which  that  right  hon.  gent  and  his  coad- 
jutors acted — an  influence  as  destructive 
to  their  own  dignity,  as  it  was  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  people.  They  were  ministers, 
and  no  ministers  ;*  they  were  subject  to  be 
thwarted  by  a  secret  but  irresponsible 
power.  They  had  the  title  -without  hav- 
ing the  privileges  of  office.  He  professed 
a  respegt  for  me  abilitiei  of  some  of  the  | 


miniiten,  and  wair  surprised  how  those  to 
whom  he  alluded  Hooking  at  Mr;  Canning) 
could  possibly  so  tar  demeaA  themsehes  as 
to  submit  so  completely  to  this  iafiuence; 
for  it  appeared  from  the  paper  in  his  hand 
[the  extfact  from  the  Lords  Journals],  that 
the  ministers  were  not  the  confidential  ad- 
visers of  the  crown.  Among  the  many 
strong  objections  to  the  present  ministers  as 
a  body,  there  was  this  serious  one,  that  they 
had  contributed  in  almost  an  unprecedent- 
ed degree,  to  the  increase  of  the  power  of 
the  secret  faction ;  and  they  now  reaped 
the  fruits  of  their  conduct  in  the  degrada- 
tion of  office.  He  was  no  friend  to  the 
present  adniinistration ;  but  such  as  it  was, 
while  it  did  last,  he  wished  it  to  be  invested 
with  the  power  which  belonged  to  it,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  degraded  by  a  sub- 
jection to  court  influence.  He  cordially 
supported  the  moticm ;  if  he  had  any  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition  of  his  hon.  friend, 
it  was,  that  he  did  not  submit  the  bill  in  a 
shape  as  nearly  resembling  the  former  one 
as  was  compatible  with  the  rules  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  CkamceUor  qfthe  Exchequer  in  expla- 
nation repeated,  that  in  his  opinion— an 
opinion  which  he  had  before  expressed  in 
the  house,  the  measure  was  not  of  conside- 
rable importance.  The  amendments  which 
he  had  a  escribed  he  should  propose  to  the 
house  for  the  express  purpose  of  endea^ 
vouring  to  carry  into  etiect  more  securely 
the  objects  in  view. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  professed  to  entertain 
the  highest  respect  tor  the  Coqunittee  of 
Finance^  but  he  could  not  help  thinking, 
that  the  rights  of  the ,  crown  ought  to  be 
held  equally  sacred  with  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  that  by  sanctioning  a  bill  of 
the  nature  of  that  now  moved  for,  these 
rights  would  be  essentially  invaded,  for 
the  circumstance  of  its  operation  being 
restricted  to  limited  time,  did  not  at  all 
change  the  obnoxious  nature  of  its  princi- 
ple. Whether  it  was  to  be  of  perpetaal 
or  onhr  temporary  duration,  it  w^  equally 
an  iniringement  of  the  legitimate  rights  of 
the  crown.  The  hon.  gent,  who  had  sup- 
ported the  measure,  talked  as  if  he  \m 
been  arraigning  the  other  house  of  parlia- 
ment in  rejecting  the  former  bill  for  sanc- 
tioning some  enormous  abuse,  or  for  usurp- 
ing some  prerogative  which  did  not  belong 
to  it ;  whereas  no  abuse  had  ever  been 
proved  to  .exist,  and  the  house  of  lords  had 
merely  exercised  a  right  which  was  vested 
in  it  b^  the  constitutipn.  He  gave  it  as 
his  opmion^  that  the  \nH,  either  in  its  for- 
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mer  shape,  or  that  in  which  it 'wa*  now 
.  proposied  to  fmiAe  it,  would  not  telad  to 
relieve  the  burthens  of  the  people  in  the 
slightest  degree.  No  person  had  a  right 
to  call  ill  question  the  motives  by  which 
any  member  itt  that  house  was  influenced 
in  his  parliamentanr  Conduct ;  but  he  de- 
clared, upon  his  honour,  that  he  acted 
most  conscientiously  in  opposing  a  measure, 
the  tendency  of  which  was  to  take  from 
the  power  of  the  crown>  when  it  was  not 
shewn  that  in  any  one  mstance  that  power 
h^  been  abused. 

Mr.  #%miKir%  made  an  dpology  for  troub- 
Kng  the  house,  after  the  most  admirable 
speech  which  had  b^ei>  made  by  his  hen. 
'  friend  (Mr.  Ward),  but  afterwhat  hadfelleh 
from  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  making  a  very 
few  observations.  The  hon.  eent.  had  talked 
as  if  the  pi^erogative  of  tne  crown  was 
something  independent  in  its  owil  natm*e, 
and  granted  entirely  for  the  sake  of  the 
reigning  prince,  without  any  reference 
whatever  to  the  community  over  which 
he  reigns.  The  hon.  gent,  also  contended, 
that  no  abuse  of  this  p^rt  of  the  pi^mga- 
tive  had  been  proved.  Mr.  Pollsonby  ad- 
mitted that  the  Committee  of  Finance  had 
not  entered  intd  any  details  of  abui^es  flow- 
ing frbm  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative, 
4>ut  he  appealed  to  the  underst^ding  and 
information  of  every  persoti  who  heard 
him>  whether  any  part  of  the  royal  prero- 
gative had  been  more  abused  than  that  of 
granting  offices  in  reversion.  The  hon. 
g^nt*  had  reprobated  the  doctrine,  that  the 
house  of  commons  was  entitled  to  interfere 
'vHth  the  prerogative  of  the  crownj  as  a  doc- 
trine which,  if  once  admitted,  would  re- 
duce the  constitution  of  the  country  to  a 
mere  shadow  and  pretence.  Parliament 
had  often  interfered,  and  he  hoped  that 
parliament  would  continue  to  interfere 
•with  this  prerogative,  as  often  as  the  occa- 
sion called  for  it,  and  that  it  would  al- 
ways take  care  that  the  royal  prerogative 
Was  exercised  for  the  good  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Ponsonby  admitted  that  there  was 
considerable  weight  in  what  the  chancel- 
'lor  of  the  exchequer  had  said,  of  the  pro- 
priety of  guarding  against  any  thing  which 
might  tend  to  create  a  serious  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  branches  of  the 
-legislature.  But  he  reminded  the  house, 
.  that  they  were  the  constitutional  guardians 
of  the  public  purse,  and  thsit  in  this  capa- 
city it  was  peenliariy  their  duty  to  watch 
over  every  thing  connected  with  the  public 
expenditure.  *  The  power  of  granting  of 
Vol.  X, 


offices  in  reversion,  certainly,  themfwe^ 
ought  to  be  subject  to  their  controuL 
Nor  did  he  really  think  that  the  danger 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  ap-. 
prehend  was  seriously  to  be  dreaded ;  for 
he  was  convinced,  that  if  that  house  acted 
with  spirit  and  vigour,  the  house  of  lords . 
would  see  the  propriety  of  concurring 
with  them  in  any  measure  which  might 
conduce  to  public  economy.  He  was 
willing  to  give  the  right  hon.  gent,  credit^ 
for  his  assertion,  when  he  said,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  thwart  the  object  of  the  bill  ; 
at  the  same  time,  he  could  not  help  ex- 
pressing his  opinion,  that  the  suggestions 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.  ?f  acted  upon,  were 
calculated  to  produce  veiy  bad  effects'. 
That  clause  i^'hich  the  right  hon.  gent, 
meant  to  propose,  providing  that  no  office 
should  be  granted  in  reversion  without 
notice  thereof  being  given  in  the  Gazette^ 
could  serve  no  good  purpose  whatever. 
For,  if  it  was  meant  to  give  parliament  an 
opportunity  of  interfering,  any  ministry 
for  the  time  being  could  easily  prevent 
this  interferetice  by  giving  this  notice  at 
the  conclusion  of  a  session  of  parliament, 
or  in  the  interval  of  a  prorogration.  As  to 
the  motion  immediately  before  the  house, 
be-  certainly  did  not  object  to  it,  though 
he  did  not  think  that  it  went  far  enough. 
If,  however,  the  house  did  not  do  all  the 
good  that  it  ought  to  do,  it  would  to  him 
be  some  consolation  if  it  did  ^U  the  good 
which  it  could  do  ;  and  he  hoped  th*t 
there  wonld  be  the  sathe  unanimity  noW 
in  agreeing  to  H  bill  for  a  limited  time, 
as  had  b^en  formerly  manifested  in 
passing  a  bill  for  an  unlimited  period. 
He  was  happy,  also,  that  the  ch^icellor 
of  the  exchecjuer  had  announced  his  iiiten^ 
tion  of  proposing  certain  clauses  to  be  in>- 
troduced  into  the  bill,  were  it  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  these  clauses  would  ena- 
ble the  house  and  the  country  to  form  some 
notion  of  what  really  were  the  sentiments 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  upon  the  subject, 
of  which  they  were  now  completely  igno- 
rant. From  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  the  progress  of  the 
former  bill,  it  might  have  been  inferred 
that  ministers  were  favourable  to  it ;  but 
from  the  minutes  of  what  had  passed  ip 
the  house  of  lords,  a  difterent  conclusion 
might  fairly  be  drawn.  ^' 

Mr.  Bic^tt^/t  thought  that  the  proceed - 
itigs  of  the  house  of  lords  upon  the  former 
bill,  went  upon  a  principle  which  was  uti- 
favourable  to  all  reform  ;  and  the  clauses 
Which  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
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this  evening  announced  his  intention  of 
proposing,  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  tend 
in  the  saiallest  degree  to  remove  the  ob- 
jections of  those  who  had  disapproved  of 
the  former  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  in- 
fringing the  royal  prerogative.  The 
quantum  of  good  to  be  obtained  from  the 
bill  had  also  been  much  too  lightly  spoken 
of.  When  it  appeared  that  certain  per- 
lK>as  possessed  Offices  in  Reversion  to  the 
value  of  20,000/.  a  year,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  convince  the  people,  burthened  as 
they  were  with  taxation,  that  every  thing 
had  been  done  which  ought  to  be  done  in 
the  way  of  economy.  From  the  habits  of 
some  gentlemen,  it  was  difficult  for  them 
to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  suOeriiigs 
of  the  people  from  the  necessary  taxes 
that  they  were  6bliged  to  pay.  But  if 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  witness  the 
.distress  of  poor  people,  whom  he  had  had 
occasion  to  see  appealing  against  the  pro- 
perty tax,  be  did  not  believe  that  they 
could  have  manifested  so  much  aversion  to 
a  measure,  the  economical  results  of  which, 
.though  they  might  not  be  very  considera- 
ble in  their  amount,  would  tend  at  least  to 
.alleviate  the  pressure  of  these  burthens  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  subjected  to 
them.  Not  the  least  recommendation  of 
the  presen);  measure  to  him  was,  that  it 
was  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  re- 
form, which  might  be  pursued  to  a  much 
greater  e'ktent  than  many  gentlemen  seeip- 
cd  to  be  properly  aware  of ;  and  as  a  proof 
of  what  might  be  expected  from  it,  he 
quoted  the  advantage  which  the  public 
had  already  derived  from  the  inquiry  of 
the  finance  committee  into  the  bffairs  of 
the  Bank,  by  which  taxes  were  spared  to 
.the  amount  of  200,0001.  a  year ;  though 
.he  conceived  that  that  was  hot  more  than 
one  half  of  the  benefit  which,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  might  have  been  fairly 
expected. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  considered  the 
present  Bill  to  be  valuable  as  constituting 
a  part  of  a  general  plan  of  reform,  which 
,  he  hoped  would  be  pursued  with  zeal  and 
constancy.  He  had  seen  what  the  people 
suffered  from  the  burthens  of  necessary 
taxation,  and  while  he  lamented  and  sym- 
pathised with  these  sufferings,  he  had  had 
great  pleasure  in  witnessing  the  patience 
with  which  they  were  supported.  It  was 
most  desirable,  however,  that  both  houses 
of  parliament  should  concur,  for  without  an 
.  agreement  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature, no  plan,  however  beneficial,  could 
be  carried  into  elfect.     He  did  not  mean 


now  4p  exprete  any  opinion  respecting 
the  clauses,  which  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  propose. 
If  they  were  c<msistent  with  the  object  of 
the  bill,  they  should  have  his  support,  and 
if  they  were  inconsistent  with  this  object, 
he  should  vote  against  them. 

Sir  R,  Saluidmy  said  that  the  bill  should 
have  his  warm  support. 

Lord  Parchester  contended,  that  the 
clauses  which  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer had  intimated  his  intention  of  pro- 
posing would  go  completely  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  bill;  but  as  they  were  not 
before  the  house,  he  declined  entering  into 
a  particular  discussion  of  their  merits.  He 
deprecated  the  idea  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons being  deterred  from  doing  its  duty, 
from  an  apprehension  of  displeasing  'the 
other  house  of  parliament.  Neither  could 
he.  agree  with  those,  who  thought  that 
the  object  of  the  bill  was  so  unimpor- 
tant as  had  been  represented,  when  it  was 
recollected,  that  the  late  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  for  Ireland  had  stated  that  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  some  measures  of 
reform  in  that  country  mto  effect,  from  ths 
circumstance  of  some  improvident  grants 
having  been  made  of  Offices  in  Reversion. 
He  thought  also,  that  it  would  be  much 
better  for  the  house  directly  to  negative 
the  present  measure,  than  to  render  its 
operations  ineffectual  by  indirect  means. 

Mr,  Bmtkes,  in  reply,  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would 
give  sufficient  notice  of  the  precise  aia- 
ture  of  the  clauses  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose, and  also  of  the  time  when  he  m^ant 
to  propose  them.  As  far  as  he  now  under- 
stood them,  he  was  of  opinion  that  their 
tendency  went  completely  to  disappoint 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view  in  moving 
for  the  bill. — Leave  was  then  giveii  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

[Lotteries.]  Mr.  Scroop  Barnard,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  moved,  "That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  how  far  the  evils 
attending  Lotteries  have  beefa  remedied  by 
the  laws  passed  respecting  the  same,  and 
to  report  their  obsei^ations  thereon  to  the 
house,  together  with  such  further  mea- 
sures as  may  be  necessary  for  remedying 
the  same."  The  hon.  gent,  prefaced  his 
motion  by  several  observations,  which, 
from  the  low  tone  in  which  th0y  were  de- 
livered, we  feel  it  impossible  to  detail. 
The  general  purport  of  them  was,  to  show 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  public  from  the 
present  mode  of  contracting  for  Lotteries, 
and  the  artifices  used  to  seduce  the  lower 
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classes  of  the  people  to  adventure  in  the 
same,  to  the  great  injury  and  impoyerish- 
ment  of  their  families.  He  quoted  a  pas- 
sage from  a  statute,  which  stated  Lotteries 
to  be  public  nuisances,  and  agreed  that 
the  evil  had  of  late  risen  to  such  a  height, 
as  to  call  for  the  interference  of  the  legisla- 
ture. The  contractors,  however,  were  not 
so  niuch  to  blame ;  as,  by  purchasing  the 
Lotteries,  at  a  rate  so  much  higher  than 
the  real  value  of  the  tickets,  they  were 
constrained  to  use  the  means  they  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  themselves 
home  again  without  injury ;  and  if,  from 
the  report  of  the  committee  which  he  pro- 
posed should  be  appointed,  it  should  be 
thought  desirable  that  the  present  mode  of 
carrying  on  Lotteries  should  be  discoii- 
tinued,  he  was  of  opinion 'that  such  persons 
as  had  embarked  property,  in  such  specula- 
tions sfiould  be  saved  harmless. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  motion,  though^  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  if  it  was  the  object  of  the  hon.  gent. 
to  abolish  the  present  system  of  Lotteries, 
by  which  the  public  gained  to  the  amount 
of  5  or  000,000/.  annually,  he  should  con- 
sent to  any  such  proposition.  There  had 
been  many  remedies  provided  by  statute 
for  evils  arising  from  Lotteries,  and  as 
he  could  not  say  that  others  might  not  also 
be  devised,  he  should  agree  to  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  gent,  for  a  committee  to  en- 
quire. As  to  the  statute  which  had  been 
quoted  by  the  hon.  gent.,  he  had  only  to 
observe,  that  it  had  been  passed  for  abolish- 
ing unlicensed  Lotteries,  and  did  not  at  all 
apply  to  those  Lotteries  which  were  every 
year  sanctioned  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  the  evils  of  which  even  had  been 
aggravated,  of  late  yea^,  by  the  practice  * 
of  granting  private  lotteries  by  act  of  par- 
'  liament^  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  pub- 
lic lotteries.  If  the  object  of  the  hon.  gent, 
-was  to  reduce  the  price  of  tickets  to  the 
actual  value,  as  that  would  interfere  with 
the  source  of  public  profit  upon  Lotteries, 
he  could  not  agree  to  his  proposal,  though 
he  should  be  disposed  to  assent  to  any  pro- 
position, which  would  be  calculated  to  di- 
minish the  evils  arising  from  insurance, 
which  had  always  been  the  source  of  the 
greatest  mischief. — ^The  Committee  was 
men  appointed. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  March  29. 
[Orders  in  Council,  as  connected  with 
America.]      Lord  Holland.     My  lords; 


in  pursuance  of  the  notice  I  have  previ- 
ously given,  I  now  rise  to  submit  to  thi^. 
house  certain  Resolutions  upon  the  general 
policy  of  those  measures  which  his  ma- 
jesty s  ministers  have  thought  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  against  the  rights  of 
neutral  and  independent  states.  In  dis- 
cussing this  momentous  subject,  both  as  to 
the  application  and  effect  of  the  measures 
adapted,  I  can  safely  assume,  that  under 
the  designation  of  neutral  countries,  Ame*' 
rica  stands  the  most  prominent,  if  not  the 
only  nation  against  which  the  immediate 
operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  is  di- 
rected. In  the  many  debates  to  which 
these  Orders  have  given  birth,  it. has  been 
arjzued  with  considerable  force  by  my 
noble  friends  near  me,  that  the  system 
pursued  by  the  king's  ministers,  since  the 
1 1th  of  Nov.  last,  was  not  only  incompa- 
tible with  that  public  law  which  hitherto 
regulated  the  conduct  of  civilised  nations 
in  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  but 
was  also  repugnant  to  the  municipal  enact- 
ments of  this  country.  Upon  this  part  of 
the  subject  it  is  not  now  my  intention  to 
enlarge,  for,  allowing  that  to  be  true  which 
I  do  not  feel,  namely,  that  the  Orders  ia 
Council  were  justified  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions; allowing  that  in  place  of  being  hos- 
tile to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  munici- 
pal code,  they  were  to  be  defended  by  the 
provisions  of  positive  statutes ;  still  I  con- 
tend, that  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  \^«orid,  and  with  a  view  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  relations  existing  between 
this  country  and  the  U.  States  of  America, 
and,  above  all,  as  I  reflect  upon  the  ^dan- 
gerous  consequences  to  which  they  will 
probably  lead,  still  I  cdn|^end,  that  upon 
their  policy  alone  his  majl^ty  has  been 
advised  to  adopt  a  course  of  proceeding: 
vitally  injurious  to  the  best  and  most  es- 
sential interests  of  G.  Britain.  It  is  wi4«h 
such  an  impression  that  I  have  felt  it  a 
most  pressing  duty  to  call  upon  this  house 
to  inteipose.  I  call  upon  it  to  record  its 
deliberate  opinion  upon  the  nlinous  impo- 
licy of  the  conduct  pursued  by  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers.  Past  experience  has 
proved,  that  such  an  interference  on  the 
part  oi'  the  parliament  of  this  country 
has  heretofore  stopped  the  career  of  inju- 
dicious violence,  and  preserved  the  coun- 
try from  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which 
the  continuance  in  a  course  of  policy  si- 
milar to  this  must  have  inevitably  intailed^ 
We  have  not  yet,  fortunately,  so  far  pro- 
ceeded in  this  path  of  impropriety,  as  to 
be  deprived  of  the  power  of  retracting 
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our  steps.  We  liav^  not  pVmgcd  spdeep 
ipto  this  sea  of  troubles^  tbat  we  may  not 
vet  be  able  to  regain  our  course.  We 
liav^  not  yet  gone  so  far  in  this  work  of 
calamity,  that  the  warning  Yoice  of  this 
l^ouse  might  not  still  save  us  firom  impeqd- 
iog  ruin  and  absolute  destruction.  That 
ruin  and  that  destruction  there  was  no 
more  certain  method  of  efl^cting,  than  by 
driving  the  people  of  America  into  hos- 
tility with  G.  Britain.  And  what  other 
efiect  than  this  can  the  noble  lords  oppo- 
site expect?  Do  they  conceive  tlmt  a 
great  and  independent  nation;  with  rights 
^d  interests  which  it  is  her  duty  to  pro- 
tect, will  quietly  succumb  to  a  course  of 
proceeding  which  goes  to  interrupt  the 
whole  of  her  extensive  commerce  with  the 
^<mtinent  of  Europe,  and  subject  to  im- 
posts, to  prohibitions,  and,  in  some  cases, 
to  confiscation,  her  shipping  and  cargoes. 
It  is  impossible  that  any  such  hope  could 
be  entertained,  even  by  the  niost  credu- 
lous. But,  was  this  all  ?  Were  ministers 
[|atisfied  with  the  aggression  committed  by 
tjiie  execution  of  the  Orders  in  Council  on 
America?  No;  in$ultwas  added  to  in- 
^ry,  and  the  evil  was  considerably  aggra- 
vated  by  the  contumelious  manner  in 
which  it  was  carried  into  efiect.  This  sys- 
tqm,  so  destructive  to  the  prosperity  of 
America,  is  first  adopted  without  any  al- 
leged provocation;  and  of  the  intention  of 
acting  upon  it  the  minister  of  this  countiy 
would,  not  deign  to  communicate  to  the 
American  gpyernpient  any  previous  inti- 
jpnation.  Jaideed>  we  have  it  from  their 
own  mouths,  th^t  even  the  v^ry  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose]  whom  it  was  deemed  advisable 
|o  send  so.  rec^tly  to  that  country,  on  a 
special  missioo^  was^at  the  time  of  his  de- 
parture, totally  ignoi*ant,  not  only  of  the 
nature  pf  th^se  Orders  in  Council,  but  of 
the.intentdonof  the  king's  government  to 
xpsort  to  such  a  course  of  policy.  And, 
my  lords,  let  us  consider  the  period  \ybick 
W51SI  selected  for  tfhe  adoption  of  _this 
system  i  It  was  at  a  time  when,  from  cer- 
tain occurrences,  our  relations  with  Ame- 
xica  were  disturbed,  and  when  actually  a 
special  mission  was  sent  forward,  by  G. 
Britain,  to  ^nter  into,  such  explanations  as 
were,  most  conducive  to  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement upon  that  point.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  was  that  ministers  ven- 
tured to  carry  into  operation  measures 
which  go  to  deprive  a  great  and  growing 
nation,  such  undoubtedly  as  America  is, 
of.  its-  great  staple  trade,  namely,  the  ex- 
portation. ,oi  cotton  to  thq  continent  of 


Europe ;  and  suji)j^  to  tha  tazal|on  of  a 
fo^reign  state,  possessed  of  no  right  of 
c<Hitroul  over  her^  the  whole  of  b^r  com- 
mercial an^  shipping  ipterests*  Oiie  would 
have  thought  that  there  copld  not  be  found 
in  this  country,  tfp  ]recently  a&er  w^at  has 
happened  in  onr  coiEimBctipn  with  America, 
persons  determined  to  revive  thatpfinciple 
of  American  revenue  w)iich  lo||;  tb^t 
country  for  eyer  to  G.  Britain. — ^It  was 
not  only  to  impositions  or  restrictions  upo^ 
her  trade  that  these  Orders  were  limited. 
They  took  a  more  extensive  range,  apd 
were  attended  with  more  violent  .coiise- 
quences.  They  devoted  to  confiscatioii 
any  American  vessel  on  board  of  which  a 
French  certifiq^te  of  the  growth  ai^d  origin 
of  the  cargoes  was  found  by  any  of  our 
cruizers.  It  is  necessary  on  this  point  to 
observe,  that  any  belligerent  has  a  right 
to  demand  such  a  certificate  from  any 
neiftral  trading  to  the  ports  of  that  belli- 
gerent. Such  a  right  was  recognized  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  had  been  ei^ercised 
heretofore  by  F^rance,  and  8^lso  acted  uptu 
in  this  country.  To  the  Americ^si  trad- 
ing to  the  ports  of  France,  it  W2^  f^C^es- 
sar}',  in  order  to  legalize  the  sale  of  their 
cargo  in  that  country.  But,  the  Orders  in 
Council  have  reduced  them  to  this  .di- 
lemma, that  without  this  certificate  of 
origin,  they  are  liable  to  confiscation  in  smy 
port  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  France ;  and,  on  the  high 
seas,  the  very  discovery  of  this  document, 
by  a  British  cruiser,  is  sure  to  expose  them 
to  unconditional  confiscation,  in  all  places 
under  the.  dominion  of  the  sovereign  of 
this  united  kingdom. — But,  without  ar-. 
guing  i\pon  the  abstract  m^its  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  the  fact  v^as  this.  That 
the  certificate  signed  by  the  French  consul, 
in  the  ports  of  Aiuerica  was  but  a  sorry; se- 
curity to  France  ags^inst  the  importation  of 
British  produce  and  m^anufa^tures  into  the 
continent  of  Europe^  whili^t  its  possession 
by  the  American  trader  gave  h>m  the 
ability  of  conveying  into  the  very  ports  of 
the  ei^iemy,  without  risk  or  disturb.syape, 
those  very  articles,  aga^inst  the  intro^uotiou. 
of  which  this  very  document  was  substi- 
tuted as  an  expedient.  But,  it  w^^  i^ot 
merely  in  the  measure  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  tha^  this  disregard  for  the  frie^- 
ship  and  amity  of  America  was  evij^qed. 
The  same  Fee)  ing* uniformly  chai-apCerised 
every  proceeding  of  the  king's  ministers 
with  regard  to.  that  country.  It  was  ma- 
nifosted  in  the  tone  aj:^  temper  .of  the 
comi^uoicatious.  wJMl  i^.  r^ceqtl j[  laj^i 
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pl^e  between  the  two  goYornraeiits,  and 
jqost  pgn^pipMOUsly  so  ia  t^e  maoner  in 
wjbich  thp  i)i^gociatioi]>  which^  in  cencen 
with  loy  npVJe  fciead  near  nw,  I  had  the 
hpnour  tp  cpnduct>  was  so  improvidentiy 
apd  jipt^mpsrately  broken  off  by  his  ma- 
jesty'^ legrfttary  for  foreign  a&irs  (Mr. 
Canning.)    And»   with  respect   Xo    that 
tf ^ai;y>  I  mvist  be  aUoWed  to  <^r  a  few 
obseryation^^  in  ord^r  to  rebut  the  misre*- 
p^yienlatioiui  which  have  been  so  initus- 
tri<i^i»ly  f:ir^ulated  out  of  doors  on  this 
suhi^^t,    it  has  been  averted,  that  the 
e^fieutive  authority  of  America  had  ac- 
tvaJly  »eiit  back  the  treaty  itself,  with  a 
r^fvvn   tQ   ratify  it;    and    that    certain 
aii)Q«^@nts  were  affixed,  without  which* 
it  woi^ld  never  be  sanotioned  in  that  coun- 
try.   It  is  not  true  that  such  a  proceeding 
tQQk  place.    It  W99  true  that  a  copy  of 
the  treaty  had   b^en  transmitted   from 
Ameirica,  wi4b  certain  explaaations,  v^ich 
the  president  of  the  U.  &alta  had  tempo- 
raltely  recommended  as  prQ|>er  to  be  ma- 
turely deternwedj  partjcnlarly  upon  the 
pfpi^t  a£fectija^  the  ri^ht  Gi  ovar  armed 
sbipis  ^  impresa  Amencan  seamen.    No 
such  peremptiPry  admisaion  was  a&ced, 
andji  thev^re^  it  is  with  no  small  i^are  of 
asit^oiiiAinent  Aat  in  the  iorm  ia  which 
the  copy  of  that  treaty  is  printed  for  the 
u^  of  thi9  hQuse>  and  with,  the  pn^osed 
amendmenta  affixed  to  the  margin^  I  fmd 
the  jSQurce  irom  whence  this  i«mpi?ession  on 
the  pvblic  mind  originated.     I  do  not 
charge  my  person  wiui  such  an  intention, 
but  am  certain  that  it  was  calculated,  and 
actually  did  produce  this  delusive  effect ; 
apd,  moreover,  I  do  assert,  that  these  pro- 
posed amendments  were  not  meant  as  the 
sine  qu^  noQ>  wilt)iout  which  the  president 
of  th«.  U.  $%te9  would  not  sanction  the 
ti^eaty.    In  ^1  former  discussions  on  the 
siil^enct  of  the  Orders  in  Comicil,  the  great 
ground  upon  which  ministera  have  ventured 
tO'defjend  them,  the  only  point  of  justiiica- 
tvNBLon  whiiQh.they  rely,  iathe  Order  of  the 
7th  Qf  Jan.  1 8Q7,  whicfcthe  Isate  administra- 
tion had  CQQceived  it  its  duty  to  enforce.  If, 
therefoi^e,  this  ground  be  proved  to  be  not 
only  nniten9Wie>  but  that  ministera  tbem- 
s^v^s  were  aware  of  its  not  being  at  all 
applicable  to  the  system  which  they  have 
pursaed,  there  is  a  duty  left  ftar  this  house 
tQ  interpose  by  its  solemn  and  recorded 
resolution..    The  Order  oC  the  7th  of  Jan. 
did  not  excite  in  America  any  strong  ob^ 
jections  against  the  principle  of  the  po- 
licy.   The  uneasiness  that  was  there  ex* 
cit^,  and.  the  aippreheiiKQBs  which  weie 


entertained  on  that  subject,  arose  from  a 
total  misconception  of  the  Amencan  go-  ^ 
vernment  as  to  the  legal  construction  of 
that  Order.     It  was  supposed  by  them, 
that  the  operation  of  that  Order  was  di- 
rected, not  only  against  the  coasting  trade 
of  the  enemy,  but  to  interrupt  neutrals  in 
a  commerce  of  discharge  from  port  to 
port  of  the  eiiemies  territories.    That  is^ 
an  American  ship,  trading  direct  to  Bor- 
deaux, and  there  having  disposed  of  a  part 
of  her  cargo,  vras  restricted  from  continu- 
ing her  voyage  to  any  other  port,  ^r 
instance,  Amsterdam,  in  order  to  sell  the  • 
remaining  part  of  her  cargo.    Accord- 
ingly we  nnd,  that  Mr.  Madison,  in  a 
note  to  the  Qritish  envoy,  did  express 
such  an  apprehension,  and  his  majesty's 
present  ministers  were  advised  of  such  a 
communication  being  made,  in  April  last* 
What  was  the  conduct  pursued  by  them, 
on  receiving  such  an  intimation  ?     XHd 
they  proceed  to  dissipate  the  appreheR«> 
sions  so  ideally  entertained  by  the  Ame- 
rican government?     They  did  no  such 
thing :  they,  the  king^s  ministers,  in  full 
possession  of  the  means  of  knowing  that 
the  uneasiness  was  unfounded,  positively 
abstained  from  any  step  calculated  to  ex-' 
plain  to  America  the  fellacy  of  its  fears, 
or  to  uphold,  jrom  the  censure  of  imputed 
violence  and  aggression,  the  character  of' 
their  sovereign's  government.    What  the 
motives  were  which  coukimduce  them  to 
this  desertion  of  their  public  duty,  it  were 
difficult  to  determine,  had  not  subsequent 
occurrences  served  to  solve  the  difficulty: 
it  only  could  be  attributed  to  the  anxioua 
wish  of  convertmg  the  effects  of  this  mis- 
apprehension into  a  weapon  against  th^r 
political  opponents  in  parliament,  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  throwing  Mr.  M^tdi-^ 
son's  opinion  on  that  Order,  in  the  teeth 
of  those  who  felt  it  thek  duty  to  expose 
the  injustice,  improvidence,  and. insanity 
of  that  system  which  commenced  its  ope- 
ration on  the  11th, of  Nov.     Honourable 
and  conscientious  atonement  for  a  breach 
of  public  duty !     I  assure  the  noble  lords 
that  I  envy  them  not  the  gratification  of- 
a  triumph  so  obtained;  neither  could  I 
appreciate  that  as  an  advantage,  which 
compromised  the  character  and  consist- 
ency of  the  country. — The  noble  lord  next ' 
adverted  to  the  clamour  which  had  been 
raised  upon  the  pretence  thatin  the  late 
negociation    conducted    with   the  Ame^ 
rican    commissioners,    an  intention    was 
manifested  of  yielding  any  of  the  ma-  ^ 
ritirae  rights  of  thiscountiy.    He  ad- 
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mitted,  there  were  considerable  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  an  arrangement  with 
respect  to  the  impressing  t>f  seamen;  but 
still  he  did  not  think  them  insufknount- 
able :  of  our  right  to  take  British  seamen 
out  of  American  merchant  vessels,  there 
copld  be  no  doubt ;  but  how  did  this  right 
arise  ?  The  American  merchant  vessel, 
met  on  the  high  sea  by  a  British  ship  of 
war,  was  extra-territorial,  and  the  latter 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  take  out  of  her 
a  British  seaman  for  his  majesty's  service; 
but  it  was  also  a  right  on  the  part,  of  the 
American,  that  no  American  subject 
should  be  taken,  and  that  the  British 
right  should  be  exercised  as  moderately  as 
possible.  Between  these  conflicting  ri  ghts 
it  might  be  difficult  to  make  an  arrange** 
ment ;  but,  surely,  it  was  unwise  to  shut  the 
door  against  any  arrangement.  His  lord- 
ship took  a  view  of  the  effects  likely  to 
result  from  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
contended  that  it  was  clear  they  would 
produce  injury  to  our  manufactures ;  and, 
as  to  the  West  India  interest,  which  it  was 
boasted  would  be  benefited,  how  was  this 
to  arise  if  a  war  took  place  with  the  U. 
States,  which,  he  contended,  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  calculated  to  produce, 
when  it  was  clearly  ascertained,  that  the 
West  India  islands  depended  upon  the  U. 
States  for  a  large  proportion  of  their  pro- 
visions ?  In  whatever  point  of  view  these 
Orders  were  considered,  they  must,  he 
contended,  be  found  highly  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  country.  If  it  was  the 
object  of  Buonaparte  to  force  America 
into  a  war  with  this  country,  this  measure 
tended  to  facilitate  that  object ;  the  policy 
should  rather  have  been  to  have  remained 
quiet,  and  if  Buonapai'te  had  urged  the 
American  government  to  a  war  with  this 
country,  then  all  the  odium  would  have 
remained  with  him,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion pf  ,the  population  of  the  U.  States 
would  have  been  with  us.  When  we  saw 
all  Europe  under  the  dominion  of  one 
man,  pressing  and  urging  forward  ^plans 
inimical  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of 
mankind,  we  might  have  looked  to  Ame- 
rica for  diat  order  of  things  congenial  with 
our  own  feelings  and  our  own  views,  and 
as  forming  a  counterpoise  to  the  power 
of  the  ruler  of  the  continent ;  whilst  6. 
Britain  held  the  balance  between  the  new 
and  the  old  world,  and  enjoyed  all  those 
'immense  advantages  which  must  result 
from  such  a  commanding  situation.  The 
measures  of  ministers,  however,  forbad  this 
pleasing  prospect,  and  threatened  us  with 


a  war  with  those,  from  whose  increasing 
prosperity  we  might  otherwise  derive  the 
most  solid  advantages.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded, by  reading  the  fellowing  Resolu- 
tions, the  first  of  which  he  moved  : — l. 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  hou^,  that  his 
majesty  hath  been  advised,  without  any 
alleged  provocation  from  the  U.  States  of 
America,  to  issue  Orders  in  Council,  on 
and  subsequent  to  Uie  1 1th  of  Nov.  1807, 
for  interrupting  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
commerce  of  the  said  states  with  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe ;  for  limiting  such  trade 
to  be  carried  on  in  future  through  British  * 
ports  only,  (with  the  exception  of  neutral 
and  allied  ports  in  certain  cases) ;  thereby 
exposing  it  to  such  restrictions  and  duties, 
aiid  even  prohibitions,  as  the  gov^nment 
of  6.  Britain  may  think  fit  to  impose  upon ' 
it ;  and  for  confiscating  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  said  states,  in  all  cases 
where  the  same  shall  be  accompanied  by^^- 
particular  documents,  certifying  the  place 
of  its  growth,  or  manufiicture. — 2.  That  it 
appears  to  this  house,  that  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  the  said  Orders  in  Council,  a 
negotiation  had  been  caonied  on  between 
this  country -and  theU.  States  of  America, 
for  tne  maintenance  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship between  them,  and  that  a  treaty  had 
been  actually  signed  respecting  some  of 
the  most  material  points  in  discussion ; 
that  a  desire  had^  been  expressed  by  the 
government  of  the  said  U.  States  for  the 
addition  of  certain  other  provisions  to  the 
said  treaty,  and  that  a  proposal  was  made 
for  renewing  the  negociaticm  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  that  this  ofl'er  was  abruptly  and 
intemperately  rejected  by  his  majesty's 
ministers. — 3.  That  at  the  time  when  the 
said  Orders  were  issued,  his  fnajesty's  mi- 
nisters had  recently  receivM  from  the^ 
ministers  of  the  U.  States  in  this  kingdom,^ 
assurances  that  the  injurious  decrees  of  his 
majesty's  enemies  had  not,  in  any  one  in- 
stance, been  executed  against  the  com- 
merce or  navigation  of  the  U.  States  :  and 
thatfirom  all  that  had  passed  subsequent 
to  the  issuing  of  the  said  decrees,  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  erery  reason  to  con- 
clude, that  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  so 
to  execute  the  same,  would  be  decidedly 
resisted  by  the  government  of  the  U. 
States ;  whereby  it  must  have  happened, 
either  that  the  said  decrees  would  have 
continued  to  be  wholly  mfgatory  and  in- 
effectual, or  that  the  enemy,  by  endea- 
vouring to  enforce  the  same,  would  have 
driven  the  U.  States  into  a  closer  connec- 
tion withthis.  country .-r4>-    That'  it ,ap-  • 
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pears  to  this  house^  that  the  Order  issued 
by  his  majesty  in  council,  on  the  7th  of 
Jan.  1807,  was  not  intended  to  interrupt 
neuti'als  in  a  comfx^erce  of  discharge  from 
port  to  port  of  the  enemies  territories ; 
that  such  was  understood  to  be  its  legal 
construction  by  those  who  were  in  his 
majesty's  service  at  the  time  the  said  or- 
der was  issued  ;  and  that  an  explanation 
to  that  effect  was  given  by  them  to  the 
Danish  minister,  in  an  official  Note  dated 
jon  the  17th  of  March,  1807. — ^That  in  a 
.note  from  the  American  secretary  of  state 
to  Mr.  Erskiue,  dated  on  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  considerable  uneasiness  was 
expressed,  under  an  apprehension  of  a 
contrary  interpretation  of  the  said  Order  ; 
and  that  the  above  mentioned  Note  was 
actually  received  by  his  majesty's  pre- 
sent ministers  in  the  month  of  April  last. 
Yet  no  steps  have  been  taken  thereon,  up 
to  the  present  hour,  for.  removing  the  un- 
founded apprehensions  of  the  American 
government  on  a  point  to  which  they  ap- 
pear to  have  attached  so  much  importance. 
And  that  by  this  omission,  much  unne- 
cessary irritation  has  been  suflered  to  pre- 
vail  in  America,  lone  after  it  was  in  the 
power  of  his  majesty  s  ministers  to  have 
effectually  remove^l  the  same  ;  and  fresh 
obstacles  to  conciliation  and  friendship 
have  thus  wantonly  been  interposed. — 5. 
That  it  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  this 
house,  that  the  said  Orders  are  in  them- 
selves unjust  and  impolitic  ;  that  the  issu- 
ing of  them  at  the  time,  and  under  the 
circumstances,  above  mentioned,  was  an 
act  of  the  utmost  improvidence  and  rash- 
.ness :  and  that  "by  abrupUy  breaking  off 
at  friendly  negotiation,  and  withholding  a 
satisfactory  explanation  on  a  point,  on 
which  it  might  have  been  given  with  so 
.much  ease  and  advantage,  his  majesty's 
ministers  have  acted  in  diregard  of  our 
true  policy,  which  is  to  cultivate  the  friend- 
sf^ip  of  a  nation,  whose  interests  and  pros- 
perity are  so  intimately  interwoven  with 
our  own ;  and  have  conducted  themselves 
.in  a  manner  the  least  adapted  to  epable 
his  majesty  to  .maintain  that  maritime 
superiority,  on  which  the  greatness,  and 
even  the  existence,  of  his  empire  so  much 
depend." 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  contended, 
.that  the  Order  of  blockade,  issued  by  the 
late  administration  in  May,  1806,  pro- 
duced the  Berlin  decree  in  Nov.  1806, 
which  gave  birth  to  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil of  the  7th  of  Jan.  1807,  which  produ- 
i^ed  th^  further  ai^d  more  severe  decree  of 


the  French  government  against  com- 
merce, and  which  rendered  necessary  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  November,  1807.  Th^ 
noble  lord  also  contended,  that  the  con-, 
duct  of  the  late  administration,  in  throwt 
ing  Russia  into  the  arms  of  France,  occa- 
sioned the  loss  of  Portugal,  which  ren- 
dered necessary  the  expedition  to  Copen- 
hagen. With  respect  to  the  Order  of  the 
7th  of  Jan.  he  maintained,  that  its  legal 
construction  went  far  beyond  the  interpre- 
tation put  upon  it  by  noble  lords  on  the 
other  side,  and  it  was  thought  by  mini- 
sters a  preferable  mode  of  conduct  to 
leave  the  Note  of  Mr.  Madison  unanswer-. 
ed,  and  to  wait  the  result  of  the  treaty. 
The  Orders  in  Council,  his  toixlship  con- 
tended, were  necessary,  in  order  to  main- 
tain our  own  commerce,  and  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  enjoying  all  the  advant- 
ages of  peace,  through  the  medium  of  aa 
extensive  neutral  commerce,  whilst  our 
own  trade  was  suffering  .under  depression. 

Lord  Aucklmd  maintained,  that  the  true 
interpretation  of  the  Order  of  the  7th  of 
Jan.  was  to  be  found  in  the. Note  of  lord 
Howick  to  Mr.  Rist,  and  contended,  that 
ministers  ought  to  have  made  that  inter- 
pretation the  basis  of  a  communication 
on  the  subject  to  the  American  govern- 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  Dandey  followed  on  the 
same  side,  and  contended,  that  the  Order 
of  the  1th  of  Jan.  was  strictly  within  the 
law  of  nations,  whilst  the  Orders  of  Nov. 
last  were  wholly  contrary  to  that  law. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderaak  said,  he  had 
not  intended  to  have  troubled  their  lord- 
ships any  more  on  this  subject,  as  it  had 
been  most  ably  discussed  by  his  noble 
friend ;  but,  what  fell  from  the  noble  earl 
opposite  by  way  of  invective,  and  to  raise 
a  laugh  against  the  late  ministers,  induced 
him  to  break  silence.  The  noble  lord  had 
stated,  that  the  cruel  attack  on  Copenha- 
gen was  caused  by  his  majesty's  late  mi- 
nisters :  the  argument  that  had  been  ad- 
duced to  prove  it,  was  too  weak  to  require 
an  answer,  and  he  would  pass  the  asser- 
tion With  what  it  deserved  — contempt.  But 
the  great  question  for  noble  lords  to  con- 
sider was,  whether  the  measure  of  the 
late  Orders  in  Couticil  was  a  good  one  or 
not? 

Lord  MvJgrcoje  denied  that  the  interpre-  * 
tation  given  by  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side,  to  the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  was 
consistent  with  its  fair  and  legal  construc- 
tion. With  respect  to  Russia,  the  noble 
lord  contended^  that  the  conduct  of  the^ 
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late  minifttershad  tended  to  indispose  that 
power  towards  this  country  ;  and,  with  re- 
•pect  to  the  Orders  hi  Council  of  Nov. 
last,  he  maintained  their  necessity,  policy, 
and  expediency^  and  saw  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  any  mtelligence  of  them  couki 
arrive  in  Atneripa,  so  as  to  operate  at  the 
seat  of  government,  in  contributing  to 
produce  the  embargo. 

Lord  Grcnoille  observed,  that  were  it  not 
that  ministers  were  eager  to  catch  at  any 
thing  which  could  enable  them  to  avoii 
the  particular  subject  under  consideration, 
and  to  distract  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships, they  would  never  have  wandered  so 
much  from  the  point  as  to  enter  upon  the 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  conduct  of 
the  late  government  towards  Rtissia. 
They  having  adveited  to  that,  however, 
he  might  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words 
lly  way  of  reply.  Assurances  of  aid,  it 
was  said,  had  been  given  to  R^issia,  which 
were  not  followed  up  by  corresponding 
eflR)rt8«  Where  did  that  appear  ?  Russia 
might  naturally  be  anxious  to  obtain,  but 
it  was  for  the  government  of  this  country 
to  consider  whether  it  ought  to  promise  or 
to  grant.  The  whole  correspondence 'Was 
a  >serics  of  refusals— refusals  justified  in 
every  view  of  sound  policy  by  the  then 
situation  of  affairs.  With  respect  to  the 
refusal  of  the  loan,  his  lordship  stated,  that 
the  late  government  had  seen  no  hopes  of 
such  advantages  resulting  from  a  compli- 
ance as  would  counterbalance  the  acSdi- 
tional  pressure  on  the  people  which  it 
would  occasion,  if  granted  in  the  manner 
solicited.  It  was  required  that  it  should 
be  raised  at  5  per  cent,  and  that  it  should 
be  guaranteed  by  parliament.  Was  there 
any  man  who  could  say  that  this  was  a 
requisite  which  ought  to  have  been  com- 
plied with  ?  With  regard  to  the  point  of 
co-operation,  he  said,  that  whoever  con- 
sidered the  state  of  the  contending  parties 
at  the  time,  cobllv  and  dispassionately, 
must  be  convinced,  that  it  would  have 
been  madness  to  have  sent  an  army  to  the 
continent.  It  was  not  money  that  Russia 
wanted,  nor  the  comparatively  feeble  aid 
which  we  could  have  sent  her.  The  re- 
sources of  that  great  empire  had  not  be- 
fore been  well  organized :  France  had 
from  the  other  corner  of  Europe  met 
Russia  with  equal  or  superior  numbers  on 
her  own  frontiers  ;  France  •  had'  fbr  17 
years  been  engaged  in  war,  and  there  was 
a  difference,  therefore,  in-  the  experience 
of  the  officers  and  the  toldiers.  These 
vrere  the  causes  of  failure  on  the  part  of 


the  Russians,  who  had  most  unjustly  been 
charged,  by  the  present  ministers,  with 
having  unnecessarily  put  an  end  to  a  con- 
test which,  if  continued,  could  only  have 
been  attended  with  additional  disasters. 
The  facts  of  the  case  had  been  rendered 
more  notorious  than  he  could  have  ex- 
pected them  to  have  been.    At  one  time 
the  contest    assumed  something   like    a 
doubtful  appearance ;  but  when  examined 
into,  these  appearances  were  found  to  be 
completely  fallacious.    The  illustrious  of- 
ficer (lord  Hutchinson)  on  whose  opinion, 
in  this  case,  the  late  government  had  been 
disposed  to  place  a  great  deal  of  reliance, 
had  at  first  ruggested  that  some  co-opera- 
tion might  be  of  use.     But  when  he  had 
visited  the  scene  of  action,  he  then  in^me- 
diately  saw  that  the  idea  of  military  aid 
from  us  would'  be  of  no  advantage,  and 
had  accordingly  said,  "  for  God's  sake, 
don't  send  a  man :  they  can  be  of  no  use   * 
here,  and  most  probably  not  one  of  them 
can  ever  get  back  again."— In  answer  to 
his  noble  friend,  the  ministers  had  entered 
upon  a  discussion  of  the  effects  of  the  Or- 
der in  Council  of  the  7th  of  J%m.  in  pursu- 
ance of  their  plan  of  aToiding  the  subject 
more  particularly  before  them.     But  the 
proposition  of  his  noblr.  friend  had  nothing 
to  do  with  that,  nor  with  the  latS  Orders 
in  Council  generally.     It  only  related  to 
them  so  far  as  they  affected  imr  relations 
with  America^  and  to  this  point  his  noble 
friend  had  confined  himself,  in  arguing, 
that  they  would  be  attended  With  the  most 
pernicious  consequences  to  this  country. 
The  evidence  which  had  been  given  at  the 
bar,  had  been  called  by  ministers  ingeni- 
ous speculation^:    Whether  ;the  assertions 
of  ministers,  who  said  that  these  Orders 
would  be  beneficial  tb  our  commerce,  or 
the  evidence  of  those  practically  concern- 
ed) who  affirmed,  that  they  would-  be  de- 
structive to  it,  were  most  to  be  relied  on, 
he  would  leave  their  Jortlships  to  decide. 
But  his  noble  friend  had  only  adverted  to 
that  ovidfence  for  the  sake  of  a  fadti  which 
had  been  proved  beyond  the  pocrsibility  of 
cOntmdictioh';  that  the  intelllgenceof  the 
Ordert  in  Council  had  reacherd  America 
previous  tb  t^e  embargo.    Snce  the  fact 
had  been  known  to  one  individual,  it  must 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  tho  com- 
mercial interest  in  general,  andhave  reach- 
ed America  .thfrougii  a  variety  of  channels, 
and  this  he  understood'  actfeSiUy  to  have 
been  the  case.    The  embargo  must  have 
been  the  consequence;  fot  it  was  impos- 
sible, tbiait  the  decreefe  of  Fmiee  could  ap- 
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pear  of  such  consequence  to  America,  as 
to  induce  her  to  undergo  the  hardships 
which  she  must  feel  from  this  measure. 
It  was  a  matter  of  substantive  charge,  too, 
ag'ainst  ministers,  that  they  had  not  ex- 
plained the  Order  of  the  7th  of  Jan.  to  the 
Americans,  so  iar  as  related  to  the  dis- 
charge of  cargoes  at  one  port,  and  taking 
in  others  at  other  ports.  They  knew  the 
meaning  of  the  Order  in  this  respect,  and 
if  they  had  beeii  desirous  oi  conciliating 
America,  they  would  have  explained  it. 
With  regard  to  the  treaty  lately  negotiat- 
ed, that  was  now  before  the  bouse,  and 
the  members  of  the  late  government  would 
be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  discussiQn  of 
its  merits,  when  the  Subject  should  be 
specifically  brought  under  consideration. 
The  manner  in  which  the  negotiation  on 
that  treaty  had  been  put  an  end  to  was 
most  intemperate  and  absurd.  Nothing 
had  been  more  common  than  to  suspend 
ratification,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  nave 
something  added,  omitted,  or  altered. 
The  instances  of  this  were  innumerable  ; 
and  he  affirmed,  that  no  men  of  sound 
judgment,  being  at  the  same  time  desirous 
of  conciliation,  could  have  put  an  end  to 
the  negotiation  in  the  manner  ministers 
had  done.  He  was  glad  that  now,  how- 
ever, the  conviction  began  to  prevail 
among  the  people,  and  even  with  the  go- 
vernment, that  the  neutrally  of  America 
was  advantageous  to  this  country.  Every 
one  knew  with  whajlj  industry  ridiculous 
opinions  had  been  circulated,  that  we 
should  lose  less  by  a  war  with  America 
than  we  did  by  her  neutrality,  because 
our  commerce  was  carried  on  in  her  ship- 
ping instead  of  our  own.  The  veiy  ad- 
vantage to  us  was,  that  our  commerce  was 
by  means  of  American  shipping  carried 
on  with  the  enemies  colonies  and  ports, 
into  which  British  ships  would  not  be  ad- 
mitted. He  would  not  enter  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  calamities  which  might  re- 
sult from  a  war  with  America  in  our  pre- 
sent situation^  the  loss  of  our  trade  with 
the  continent;  the  loss  of  the  supplies  to 
the  West  Indies ;  the  loss  to  our  own  home 
manufactures,  &c. ;  but  it  was  obvious, 
that  it  would  be  a  most  serious  calamity. 
Still,  he  advised  no  concession  inconsistent 
with  the  honour  of  the  country,  in  the 
proper  sense  of  the  term.  But  honour  and 
dignity  consisted  not  in  holding  haughty 
language  with  a  friendly  power.  He 
agreed  with  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  that  nothing  said  in  that  house  could 
have  the  eflsct  of  driving  America  into 
Vot.  X.  . 


measures  of  hostility  which  she  would  not 
otherwise  have  recourse  to.  If  both  go* 
vernments  understood  the  interests  of  theic 
respective  countries,  war  might  still  be 
avoided.  America  would  consult  her 
dignity  by  acting  directly  contrary  to  the 
spu'it  manifested  by  our  government,  by 
oiiering  explanation,  by  seizing  every 
opportunity  of  negotiation,,  and  by  em- 
ploying the  most  conciliating  language, 
while  there  was  a  chance  that  war  could 
be  avoided.  It  was  a  most  inconvenient 
circumstance,  that  negotiation  proceeded 
while  the  embargo  continued  ;  but  still  he 
was  glad  that  negotiation  was  going  pxu 
If  ministers,  convinced  of  their  error, 
should  renew  the  relations  of  amity  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  ibey  would  not 
be  reproached  from  that  side  of  the  house 
with  inconsistency.  He  concluded  by 
expressing  his  perfect  concurrence  in  the 
resolutions. 

Lord  Hmvkesbury  expressed  his  belief, 
that  there  was  some  ground  for  expecta- 
tion in  Russia  that  she  would  receive  some 
assistance  from  this  country.  As  to  the 
exact  nature  or  amount  of  that  assistance, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  determine  what  it 
might  have  been ;  whether  an  expedition 
ought  to  have  been  sent  to  this  point  or 
the  other,  or  at  what^  precise  period,  of  the 
year  it  ought  to  have  been  equipped.  A 
noble  lord  had  dwelt  with  peculiar  force 
upon  t|ie  circumstance  of  a  loan  having 
been  refused  by  this  country  to  be  granted 
to  Russia.  He  lamented  as  sincerely  a$ 
that  noble  lord,  the  burthens  to  which  the 
people  of  this  country  were  necessarily 
subjected ;  but,  though  it  might  not  syit 
the  convenience  of  the  country  to  advance 
six  millions  as  a  loan  or  subsidy  to  Russia^ 
was  the  government  of  this  country  to 
consider  itself  so  far  restricted  by  the  pro- 
position of  an  advance  to  that  amount 
being  made  to  us,  that  it  was  not  at 
liberty  to  say  what  sum  it  could  afibrd^ 
or  what  amount^  of  money  the  nation 
would  advance  towards  the  support  of  the 
common  cause  of  Europe  ?  This,  he  con- 
tended, ought  to  have  been  done  ;  for,  oa 
Russia,  and  on  the  assistance  that  it  receiv-* 
ed,  ill  order  to  enable  it  the  more  eifec-r 
tually  to  resist  that  overwhelming  power 
which  had  now  almost  deluged  the  ccmti- 
nent,  depended  the  welfare  of  almost  every 
other  state.  If  Russia  had  received  suffi- 
cient assistance,  the  emigration  of  the 
court  of  Lisbon  might  have  been  pre- 
vented ;  and  if  Russia  had  been  properly 
supported,  it  mighty  not  have  been  neces? 

4N 
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aary  to  have  made  tbe  late  attack  ofKNi 
'Capenha^n,  wi^ich  had  been  so  much'the 
Bubjeet  or  complaint. — There  was  another 
point  to  which  their  loixkhips'  attention 
was  particularly  called ;  namel^^,  the  pro- 
bable eiiect  which  our  Orders  in  Council 
would  have  on  the  government  of  America, 
the  degree  of  irritation  which  they  woold 
be  likely  to  occasion  in  the  minds  of  that 
people,  or,  in  short,  how  far  they  would  be 
likely  to  a£fect  the  relations,  political  or 
coo^mercial,  of  the  two  countries  recipro- 
cally.  At  present,  he  would  not  tell  all  that 
came  within  his  knowledge  on  that  subject, 
neither  would  their  lordships  think  it  be- 
coming in  him,  if,  pendinff  anegociation,  he 
wt^te,  in  his  place  m  that  house,  nublicly  to 
announce  the  whole  amount  or  whaterer 
information  he  mi^ht  obtain  elsewhere,  by 
means  of  his  official  situation.  But,  this 
much  he  could  assure  their  lordships,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  apprehension  which 
some  noble  lords  mieht  have  upon  that 
pointy  and  notwithstanding  the  alarm  which 
appeared  to  be  entertained  elsewhere,  he 
could  assure  their  lordships,  that  no  such 
disagreable  sensation  was  occasioned  in 
America  by  the  promulgation  of  these 
Orders  in  CSouncil.  A  noble  lord,  how- 
ever, had  stated,  that  it  was  proved  at  the 
bar  that  such  was  their  effect ;  but  this  he 
begged  leave  to  contradict,  and  in  so  doing 
he  believed  the  house  would  eventually  see 
that  he  was  warranted  by  the  facts  as  they 
would  be  hereafter  disclosed.  They  had 
not  a  statement  to  that  effect,  but  a  specu- 
lative opinion  of  an  interested  merchant  at 
their  lordships'  bar.  With  respect  to  the 
treaty  that  had  been  referred  to;  he  had  to 
inform  their  lordships,  that  the  reason  it 
had  not  been  so  speedHy  ratified  as  might 
have  been  expected,  was,  that  an  alteration 
had  been  made  in  it;  nbt  a  trivial  alteration 
kst  addition,  but  a  most  substantive  and 
eompkte  deviation  fi^otn  the  principles 
upon  which  that  treaty  was  ori^nally 
agreed  to  :  to  the  final  execution  of  a  do- 
cument so  altered,  some  resistance  was  na- 
turally given  y  but  there  was  good  reason 
to  believe,  as  indeed  he  wished,  and  no 
doubt  every  noble  lord  who  heard  him 
wished,  that  America  must  shortly  have  a 
|>roper  sense  of  its  own  interest ;  and  noble 
lords  must  see,  that  this  was  not  to  be  ob- 
tained by  a  tame  acquiescence  in  every 
fear  or  alarm  with  which  weak  or  interest- 
ed individuals  might  endeavour  to  impress 
their  lord^ips. 

Lord  Holtmd  replied  to  the  arguments 
and  assertions  of  noble  lords  on  the  other 


side.  He  particalarlv  insisted,  that  it 
would  ^appear,  from  nie  evidence  which 
either  now  was,  or  would  soon  be,  in  the 
possession  of  each  individual  of  that  house, 
that  the  substance  of  our  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil was  known  in  America,  before  the  lay- 
ing on  of  the  embargo  in  that  country ;  a 
foct  which  was  also  apparent  from  this 
circumstance,  that  a  description  of  the 
enactments  of  these  Ordeis  in  Council  was 
given  in  an  American  paper  some  con- 
siderable time  previous  to  the  laying  on  of 
the  embai^o^ 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  first 
Resolution,  when  the  house  divided  v  Con- 
tenU,  25  :  Non-contents,  63.  Majority, 
28. — ^The  other  Resolutions  were  put,  aad 
negatived  without  any  division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesdojf,  March  29. 
[Danish  Fleet.]  Lord  Folkestone  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  to  the  house 
a  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  Danish 
Fleet.  He  professed  himself  to  be.  one  of 
those  who  had  approved  of.  the  expedition 
against  Copenhagen;  but,  the  frivolous 
manner  in  which  that  ex|)edition  had  been 
since  defended  by  his  majesty's  mini- 
sters, had  contributed  considerably  to 
shake  his  original  opinion  uppfji  the  ques- 
tion. When  the  expedition  was  under- 
taken, he  thougl^t  it  warranted  as  a  mea- 
sure of  self-defence  on  our  part,  consider- 
mg  the  situation  of  the  continental  pow- 
ers at  that  time,  and  the  piobability  there 
was  of  the  Danish  Fleet  being  added  to 
the  other  acquisitions  of  France.  He 
confessed,  that  so  str<Nig  an  act  a&  this 
was,  could  only  be  jusmed  by  a  most 
pressing  emergency ;  and,  therefore,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  we  were  called  upon 
by  every  principJe  of  equity  as.  well  as  of 
policy,  not  to  appropriate  the  Fleet  to  our- 
selves in  perpetuity  ;  but  to  restore  it,  as 
soon  as  that  could  be  done  oonaistently 
with  the  maintenance  of  our  own  security. 
He  was  aware,  that  a  pi^osition  had  been 
made  to  Denmark  to  restore  it,  provided 
the  Danish  government  wpuld  consent 
voluntarily  to  surrender  it  into  cuar  custo- 
dy ;  but  this  proposition  v^asso degrading 
in  its  natui-e,  tliat  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  Danish  government  wonld  iKJcept 
of  it,  and  he  was. of  opinion,  that!  that 
people,  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a  worse 
situalioii^  than  if  such*  apro^sition  liad 
never  been  either  made  by.  us  or  reject^ 
by  them.    If  we  weDe  io  retain  the  po&r 
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desdion  of  the  Fleet  in  perpetuity,  he  Was 
afraid  that  it  might  be  alleged,  that  the 
proposition  was  made  merely  fb  obtain  a 
pretext  for  following  up  a  hard  bat  neces- 
sary measure,  by  an  act  of  injustice.     His 
lordship  concluded  with  moving,  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  his 
faithful    commons,  anxious   that  justice 
should  at  all  times  be  done  to  the  up- 
right views  which  direct  his  majesty's 
conduct  towards  other  powers,  are  desir- 
ous of  warding  off  a  suspicion,  however 
groundless,  that  the  late  attack  of  Copen- 
hagen was  made  less  with  a  view  of  avert- 
ing sui  immediate  and  pressing  danger> 
than  for  the  purpose  of  permanently  ^p- 
prapriating  to  the  use  of  this  country  a 
great  increase  of  naval  means :   that  his 
faithiul  commons  observe  that  his  majes- 
ty, not  imputing  hostile  designs  to  the 
king  of  Denmark,  but  apprehensive  lest 
he  should  not  be  able  to  resist  the  attack 
about  to  be  made  on  him  by  France  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  possession  of  his 
fleet  and  arsenal,  was  willing  i^n  the  first 
instance  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
htm,  and  to  agree  to  take  his  fleet  in  de- 
posit until  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
that  it  was  only  afler  all  proposals  to  that 
cflfect  had  been  rejected  that  operations 
were  commenced  for  the  purpose  of  secu- 
ring it  by  force  of  arms :  that  his  faithful 
commons  humbly  submit  to  his  majesty, 
that  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  th^t  an 
independent  sovereign  should  consent  to 
acknowledge  by  a  public  instrument  his 
inability  to  defend  his  territory  and  capi- 
tal ;  and  that  therefore  it  is  by  no  means  a 
matter  of  wonder  that  he  should  reject  the 
proposal  so  offered  to  him :  that  he  should 
Endeavour  to  repel  the  attack  made  on  him 
to  enforce  it,  and  by  a  declaration  of  war 
resent  and  attempt  to  revenge  it,  when 
the  attack  proved  successful:   that  his 
majesty's  faithful  commons  therefore  trust 
that  ms  majesty,  making  due  allowance 
ftjT  the  feelings  which  may  fairly  be  sup- 
]^osed  t6  have  actuated  the  court  of  Den- 
mark on  this  occasion,  will  not  be  indu- 
ced, by  any  acts  of  hostility  thus  pro- 
voked, to  forget  the  terms  which  his  ma- 
jesty first  offered,  and  which  seem  to  be 
all  that  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the 
safety  of  his  dominions,  required ;  and  that 
he  will  still  be  ready  to  fulfil  them  on  his 
part,  whenever  the  restoration  of  peace, 
and  the  state  of  die  continental  powers 
of  Europe,  hold  out  a  &ir  and  legitimate 
ho{>e  that  by  so  doii^  he  Will  not  be  in 


fiaict  adding'  to'  the  means  and  naval  re^ 
sources  of  France :  that  his  majesty's  faith- 
ful commons  believe  and  hope  that  such 
a  conduct,  as  it  will  be  perfectly  in  unison 
with  the  moderate  and  disinterested  views 
which  his  majesty  entertains,  so  it  #ill> 
make  manifest  to  Europe,  that  while  the 
enemy  is  actuated  by  views  of  ambition, 
aggrandizement,  aind  conquest,  his  ma- 
jesty will  never  be  irritated  by  his  exam-' 
pie,  nor  induced  by  the*  possession  of 
power,  wantonly  to  attack  the  independ- 
ence of  other  nations  ;  that  his  sole  wish 
is  to  obtain  for  himself  and  his  people  se- 
curity and  repose  ;  and  that  if  in  the  pur- 
suit of  these  objects  he  is  ever  unfortu- 
nately compelled  to  adopt  measures  con- 
trary to  the  interest  of  those  states  with 
which  be  is  desirous  of  maintaining  there-* 
lations  of  peace,  he  will  yet  seize  the  eai^ 
liest  opportunity,  consistetit  with  the  ho- 
nour of  his  crown  and  the  safety  of  his 
dominions,  to  heal  the  wounds  which  he 
may  have  involuntarily  ^iven,  and  t<} 
make  reparation  for  the  injury  which,  in 
defending  his. rights  against  the  unjust  at« 
tacks  of  the  enemy,  he  may  have  beea 
necessitated  to  inflict.'' 

Mr.  Brand  expressed  much  regret  al 
seeing  so  thin  an  attendance  upon  a  dis« 
cnssion  of  so  much  importance.  Upon 
the  question  of  the  Copenhagen  expeditibn; 
he  had  all  along  differed  with  those  with 
whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  agreeing 
upon  most  political  questions.  He  thought 
that  expedition  justifiable  upon  everjr 
principle  of  national  and  public  law ;  but 
the  grounds  of  defence  which  had  beea 
adopted  by  his  majesty's  ministers,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  to  be  wholly 
untenable.  A  nation  was  certainly  en<^ 
titled  to  seize  upon  any  instrument  of 
hostile  attack  which  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
weak  neutral,  and  which  was  likely  te 
fall  into  the  hands  of  a  powerful  enemy, 
and  to  be  used  by  him  for  the  purposed  of 
further  aggression.  And,  thfs  being^  in-» 
controvertioly  a  general  principle/ |»er^ 
fbctly  consonant  to  the  law  of  nations,  he 
contended,  that  there  never  were  circum- 
stances which  more  loudly  called  ^  Its 
application,  than  those  in  wiiich  this  coun- 
try stood  in  relation  to  Fns^ce  and  Dea- 
mark,  when  we  took  posslession  of  tfa^ 
Danish  fleet.  But,  having  gone  thus.£ur 
in  justifying  the  naeasure,  he  al'gued  that 
the  same  i-easons  which  rendered  itaei 
cessary  and  proper  that  we  should  take 
possession  of  the  fleet  for  a  time,  did  net 
make  it  either  necestoiy  or  proper  that 
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we  should  retain  possession  of  it  in  per- 
petuity. Were  the  temper  and  views  of 
Buonaparte  to  change,  were  his  ambition 
to  subside  into  a  policy  more  consonant 
with  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind, 
and  were  a  treaty  of  peace  to  be  conclud- 
ed similar  to  that  of  Westphalia*  he 
thought,  that  it  would  be  incumbent  on 
this  country  to*shew  to  Europe  and  the 
world,  that  its  councils  were  not  influ- 
enced by  a  selfish  policy ;  but  that  having 
provided  for  its  own  security  when  that 
security  was  in  danger,  it  was  equally 
ready  to  respect  the  rights  of  other  nations, 
and  to  make  every  reparation  for  a  strong 
measure  which  was  forced  upon  it  by  an 
imperious  and  overruling  necessity.  On 
these  grounds,  he  should  vote  for  the  Ad- 
dress which  had  been  moved  by  his  noble 
firiend. 

.  Mr.  S,  J%omkm  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet  could 
only  be  justified  by  an  urgent  necessity, 
and  that,  bad  no  other  measures  of  hostility 
taken  place  between  this  country  and 
Denmark,  that  act  on  our  part  ought  to 
have  been  limited  by  the  necessity  that 
gave  rise  to  it.  It  ought  to  be  remember- 
ed, however,  that  it  was  in  the  power,  of 
Denmark,  at  one  time,  to  have  secured  the 
restitution  of  the  fleet,  but  that  she  did 
not  chuse  to  accept  the  proposition  that 
had  been  made  to  her  with  this  view.  As 
inatters  .now  stood,  the  fleet  had  come 
into  our  possession  by  conquest,  and  it 
appeared  to  him,  that  publishinff  a  decla- 
ration avowing  our .  intention  of  giving  it 
up,  without  any  knowledge  whatever  of 
the  future  state  of  Europe,  would  be  a 
step  dictated  neither  by  policy  nor  jus- 
tice. The  address  was  also,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  the  more  unnecessary,  as  it  was 
not  known  what  intentions  his  majesty's 
ministers  might  have  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  house  of  commons. 
'.  Sir  7.  Turion  said,  that  if  the  weakness 
of  i  Denmark  had  been  the  only  reason 
why  we  should  have  had  recourse  to  the 
leisure  of  the  Danish  fleet,  in  order  to 
*  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  France, 
a  declaration  of  this  kind  would  be  very 
proper.  But  that  was  by  no  means  the 
case,  for  there  was  proof  of  a  hostile  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  Denmark  ever 
since  the  French  revolution.  He  denied 
that  any  new  principles  of  morality  had 
been  maint^ned  on  that  side.  It  liad 
only  been  said,  that  circumstances  m'rght 
^  alter  ihe  mode  of  acting  upon  the  old  and 
real  principles*    Government  might,  per- 


haps, be  disposed,  in  the  event  of  a  change 
taking  place,  which  would  fully  restore 
the  neutrality  of  Denmark,  to  give  up 
these  ships;  but  they  ought  not  to  be 
bound  by  a  resolution  of  the  house  ;  such 
a  resolution  would  only  be  giving,  an  ad- 
vantage to  Buonaparte  in  any  negotiation 
that  might  take  place. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  supported  the  Ad- 
dress, not  that  he  looked  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  ships  to  Denmark  as  a  mat- 
ter of  right ;  but  thiat  he  thought  it  an  act 
of  generosity  becoining  the  character  of 
the  British  nation. 

Mr.  WiUbeifijTce  professed  himself  one  of 
those  who  thought  that  ministers  had  con- 
scientiously and  ably  discharged  their 
duty  towards  the  country,  in  taking  pos- 
session of  the  Danish  fleet.  He  was  sa- 
tisfied they  were  aware  of  all  the  objec- 
tions in  point  of  morality ;  but  that  a  pa- 
ramount duty  had  compelled  them  to 
over-rule  these  objections.  He  would 
not  allow  that  any  consideration  of  time 
or  circumstances  warranted  a  deviation 
from  the  great  principles  of  morality.  In 
the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  there  was 
ho  such  deviation.  A  superior  duty  had 
outweighed  a  lesser ;  and  that  was  itself  one 
of  the  first  principles  of  moral  duty  and 
moral  reasoning.  The  trapsactions  with 
respect  to  Portugal  involved  the  same 
principles,  and  the  result  made  no  difier- 
ence.  It  might  have  been  said  that  Por- 
tugal should  be  controuled  by  force,  and 
that  Denmark  might  have  accepted  the 
proffered  alternative  of  amity  and  pro- 
tection. Denmark  was  unwilling  to  take 
any  measure  whatever  of  defence  against 
France ;  and  if  she  had  been  willing,  all 
she  could  have  done  would  have  been 
inadequate.  It  was,  therefore,  perfectly 
allowable  in  us,  to  secure  the  arms,  which, 
if  directed  against  us,  might  be  danger- 
ous. But,  he  was  unwilling  to  carry  vio- 
lence beyond  what  the  necessity,  of  the 
case  required.  He  would  not  have  the 
high  character  of  the  nation  sunk,  by 
shewing  a  disposition  to  retain  a  valuable 
possession,  when  the  exigency  that  taused 
us  to  seize  that  possession  should  have  pass- 
ed away.  He  wished,  therefore«  to  take  no 
step,  with  respect  to  the  application  pf  the 
ships,which  iQight  make  it  matter  of  difficul- 
ty tor  his  majesty  to  restore  them,  when  cir- 
cumstances should  render  that  proceeding 
perfectly  consistent  with  thepuWic  safety. 
The  naval  and  military  oflScers  might  be 
compensated  as  they  usUally  weref-hy  a 
compensation  from  ihe  public  .purse«     n^ 
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wished  to  prove  to  Denmark,  and  to  the 
world,  that  we  were  actuated  by  no  feel- 
ing of  interest  in  taking  the  Danish  fleet; 
and  that  the  fleet  would  be  given  back,  if 
the  independence  of  Denmark  should  be 
again  established. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Bromte  entered  fully  into 
the  generous  feelings  of  his  hon.  friend, 
and  agreed  that  all  he  had  said  would 
have  been  applicable,  if  the  Danes  had 
no  hostile  feelings  to  this  country,  and 
if  their  weakness  alone  had  been  the 
ground  of  danger  to  this  country.  But 
Denmark  had  acted  like  an  enemy,  and 
was  treated  as  such,  and  her  fleet  was  as 
lawful  prize  as  any  of  the  enemy's  ships 
captured  at  sea.  The  motion  was,  be- 
sides, imprudent,  even  if  there  had  been 
a  ground  for  it ;  for  who  was  to  judge 
when  Denmark  might  be  completely  neu- 
tral or  not  ? 

Mr.  Hanbwy  Tracey  concurred  in  the 
motion.  But,  as  to  the  ministers  restoring 
the  ships  at  the  end  of  the  war,  he  hoped 
that  would  not  be  exactly  applicable;  for 
he  expected  that  before  that  time  they 
would  be  out  of  power. 

Mr.  Babingion,  though,  he  thought  the 
expedition  justified^  concurred  in  the  ad- 
dressf  on  the  same  grounds  as  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce). 

Mr.  Simeon  argued  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  such  an  address,  either  in  point 
'  of  justice,  policy,  or  generosity.  We 
were  justified  in  seizing  the  fleet,  on  the 
ground  of  necessity,  whether 'Denmark 
should  be  considered  as  weak  or  as  hos- 
tile;  and  therefore  could  not  be  bound  in 
justice  to  restore  the  ships  after  the  course 
which  Denmark  had  taken  at  the  time, 
and  subsequent  to  the  event.  The  policy 
also  would  be  absurd,  flagrante  hello ;  for 
it  would  prove  an  obstacle  to  future  nego- 
tiation, and  to  our  obtaining  peace  on  such 
good  terms  as  we  might  otherwise  do.  It 
would  be  regarded,  in  fact,  as  a  censure 
on  the  expedition,  and,  therefore,  he  could 
see  no  ground*  for  the  motion,  but  a  ro- 
mantic generosity,  which  was  of  no  use. 

Mr.  nathurst  could  not  agree  with  an 
hon.  gent  on  the  other  side,  that  the  ships 
in  question,  whether  our  lawful  prize  or 
not  (for  into  that  question  he  should  not 
Jiow  go),  were  to  be  considered  as  the 
same  sort  of  capture  as  if  they  had  been 
taken  on  the  high  seas,  durante  bello.  He 
denied,^that  any  conviction  wa?  entertained 
of  any  previous  hostility  on  ^he  part  of 
Denmark  towards  this  country.  Gentle- 
xncn,  in  saying  so,  said  .more  thai\  was 


even  insinuated  by  ministers  themselves, 
for  they  had  never-  contended  that  there 
had  been  any  previous  hostility ;  for,  if 
there  had  been  such,  why  were  there  any 
amicable  proffers  made  to  them  on  tlie 
part  of  this  country  ?  He  thought,  upon 
the  whole,  that  complying  with  the  pre- 
sent motion  would  be  worthy  of  the  cha- 
racteristic magnanimity  of  England. 

Mr.  Stephens  thought  the  present  motion 
went  to  bind  the  future  discretion  of  the 
country,  by  promises  and  stipulations 
which  might  ultimately  prove  more  inju- 
rious and  restrictive  than  it  could  now  be 
possit)le  to  foresee.  .  If  the  ships  were  to 
be  restored,  merely  on  the  plea  of  gene« 
rosity,  he  did  think  that  the  object  of  the 
present  motion  would  be  to  rob  that  ge- 
nerosity of  its  grace. 

Sir  James  Hall  had  never  spoken  with 
any  gentleman  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Baltic  expedition,,  who  did  not,  however 
strongly  its  advocate,  seem  to  think  that 
some  degree  of  shame  attached  to  it. 
That  was  a  feeling  rather  foreign  to  the 
success  that  crowned  the  British  arms  in 
general ;  and,  as  he  thought  that  the  con- 
ditional restoration  of  the  ships  in  <]uestion 
might  serve,  in  some  measure,  to  do  away 
that  imputation,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. — >■' 
The  house  then  divided":  Ayes  4-4,  Noes 
105  ;  Majority  against  the  motion  61. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday y  March  31. 
[Nabob  of  Oude.]  Lord  Archibald  Ha^i  - 
nditon  made  his  promised  motion,  for  com- 
pensation to  be  made  to  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  for  the  losses  he  had  sustained  by 
the  seizure  of  one-half  of  his  territories^ 
and  the  very  embarrassed  state  of  his 
finances,  occasioned  by  the  measures  of 
marquis  Wellesley's  government  in  India. 
The  noble  lord  spoke  i  at  considerable 
length,  but  in  so  low  a  voice  that  it  could 
not  be  heard  distinctly  from  the  gallery  ; 
but,  as  far  as  we  could  collect,  it  was  to 
the  following  effect :  He  observed,  that 
the  Papers  laid  before  the  house,  and  the 
recent  debates  upon  the  Oude  question, 
relieved  him  from  the  necessity  of  tres- 
passing again  upon  their  patience  by 
fisorlher  details ;  the  house  had,  indeed, 
come  to  a  resolution  upon  this  subject-^ 
final,  he  would  admit,  as  far  as  concerned 
the  conduct  of  the  marquis  Wellesley. 
To  this  resolution,  as  it. was  the  sense  of  a 
majority  of  that  house,  h&  .was.  bound .  to 
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dfifer>  tbougk  he  could  not  gtte  his  pri- 
'  irale  asaant  to  it.  That  resolution  went  to 
^lindieate  the  conduct  of  the  nohle  mar- 
quis, upon  the  ground  that  he  was  actuated 
hjr  an  ardenc  zeal  for  the  public  service, 
and  for  the  interests  of  his  country.  But 
no  man  had  ventured  or  could  attempt 
to  denv,  that  the  Nabob  of  Oude  had  been 
treated  with. a  degree  of  tyranny,  oppres- 
siph,  cruelty,  and  injustice,  almost  without 
parallel,  and  which  no  conduct  on  his  part 
deserved  ;  and  that  he  had  been  forcibly 
deprived  of  one  half  of  his  territory,  with- 
out eveii  the  semblsunce  of  justice.  In 
violation  of  all  principle,  he  was  forced 
to  sign  a  treaty  m  1801,  totally  different 
from  that  in  1798,  and  was  plundered 
of  his  property,  in  defiance  of  every 
principle  of  national  jastice.  It  was, 
therefore,  but  an  act  of  common  equity, 
that  the  British  parlia<nent  should  make 
some  recompence  to  that  prince.  The 
Directors  of  the  East  India  Company 
themselves,  having  perused  the  documents 
respecting  this  a&ir,  were  so  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  suiferings  and  oppres- 
sions heaped  upon  this  unfortunate  prince, 
that  they  had  come  to  a  resolution,  that 
compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  him  ; 
hut  the  proposition  was  defeated  by  the 
Board  of  Controul,  under  the  influence 
of  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Castle- 
reagh),  who  acted  on  that  occasion  in  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  of  justice,  and  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. When  two  authorities  in  the 
same  branch  of  government,  like  the 
Court  of  IMrectors  and  the  Board  ci  Con- 
troul, were  at  variance  upon  a  point  so 
highly  interesting  to  the  character  of  the 
Brnish  government,  he  thought  that  house 
was  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  the 
question. — The  noble  lord  considered  this 
transaction  as  parsdleled  only  by  the  late 
outrage  on  Copenhagen.  He  read  a  ra- 
»ety  of  extracts  from  the  Oude  Papers, 
comprehending  the  several  treaties  from 
1793  to  1801 ;  and  also  letters  from  lord 
Wellesley  to  the  resident  at  Lucknow  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  answers  of  such 
Sesideiit ;  from  these  he  argued  at  length, 
on  the  impolicy,  injustice,  cruelty,  and 
of^ression  practised  against  the  nabob, 
eontrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties  which  had 
been  approved  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany>  and  £or  which  he  thought  the  Nabob 
entitled  to  compensation.  The  noble  lord 
conehaded  by  moving  tihe  following  Reso- 
lutiona:  "  U  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  by  the  Treaty  concluded  in  1798  by 
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lord  Teigtamoiith  (then  sir  John  Shore] 
between  Saadut  Ali,  Nabob  of  Oude,  and 
th^  Bnfflish  East  India  Company,  the  an* 
Bual  subsidy  of  50  lacks  77,638  rupees; 
then  payable  by  the  said  nabob  to  the 
said  East  India  Company,  was  increased 
to  the  annual  sum  of  79  lacks,  to  be  paid 
by  monthly  kists  of  instalments :  that  the 
nabob,  by  the  said  Treaty  of  1798^  agrees 
to  exert  his  utmost  endeayours  to  dis-* 
charge  the  stipulated  kists  with  punctuality, 
but  if,  contrary  to*  the  sincere  intentions 
of  the  said  nabob,  the  payment  of  the  kists 
should  fall  into  arrears,  the  said  nabob 
Saadut  Ali  engages  and  promises  that  he 
will  then  give  such,  security  to  the  Com- 
pany for  the  discharge  of  tne  existing  ar- 
rears, and  the  future  regular  payment  of 
the  kists,  as  shall  be  deemed  satisfactory  ; 
that  by  the  said  Treaty  it  was  also  agreed, 
that  all  transactions  betweeti  the  two 
States, '  shall  be  carried  on  with  the  great- 
est cordiali^  and  harmony  on  both  sides/ 
and  the  said  nabob  '  shall  possess  full  au- 
thority over  his  household  affaiirs,  heredi- 
tary dominions,  his  troops,  and  his  sub- 
jectsi'  2.  That  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 
said  feast  India  Company  dW  approve 
of  the  said  Treaty  of  1798,  and  in  May 
1799  declared  it  lobe  'an  arrangement 
redounding  highly  to  the  honour  of  lord 
Teignmouth,  who  negotiiBited  it,  likely 
to  opei*ate  to  the  reciprocal  advantage  of 
the  Company  and  the  nabob  vizier  ;*  and 
that  '  the  affairs  of  Oude  were  thus  settled 
in  a  manner  which  bids  fair  to  be  per- 
manent/ 3.  That  by  a  Treaty  concluded 
in  1801  by  the  marquis  Wellesley,  then 
governor  general  of  India,  the  slid  Saadat 
Ali  cedes  to  the  East  India ,  Company  in 
perpetual  sovereignty  a  portion  of  his 
territory,  amounting  in  the  gross  yearly 
revenue  (as  is  stated  in  the  said  Treaty)  to 
one  crore  and  35  lacks  of  iiipees,  in  lieu 
of  the  stipulated  subsidy,  and  agrees  to  ad* 
mit  th^  troops'of  the  said  Company  to  b^ 
stationed  in  such  parts  of.  his  remaining 
territory  as  shall  appear  to  their  go- 
vernment Aiost  expedient,  and  always  to 
advise  with,  and  act  in  conformity  to, 
the  counsel  of  the  officers  of  the  said 
Company.  4.  That  the  animal  Reve- 
nues of  the  said  Ceded  Provinces  were 
estimated  by  Mr.  Ifenry  Wellesley  (the 
Reut.  governor)  in  the  year  immediately 
succeeding  the  said  Treaty  of  1801,  at  up- 
wards of  1  croi*e  and  56  lacks  of  jrupees: 
that  a  settlement  thereof  was  made  for  th^ 
3  years  next  ensuiikg,  at  the  annual  reve- 
nue of  o«e  crore  and  73  lacks*  &r  the  first. 
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one  crore  aild'80  lacks  for  the  second,  and 
one  crore  and  88  lacks  for  the  third  (inde- 
pendent of  the  profit  derivable  irom  a  mo- 
nopoly of  salt  estimated  at  eleven  lacks) ; 
and  that  the  said  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley, 
lieut.  governor,  stated,  that  '  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  settlement  of  the  Land  Re- 
venue for  the  second  period  of  3  years, 
would  not  be  less  than  two  crores  of  ru- 
pees, and  that  the  Land  Revenue  of  the 
Provinces  when  fully  cultivated  would 
amount  to  two  crores  and  fifty  lacks  of  ru- 
pees,' which  is  nearly  double  the  amount 
ef  subsidy  payable  by  the  nabob  under 
the  former  Treaty  of  1798.'  5,  That  the 
said  nabob  SaadutAlidid  positively  and 
repeatedly  reject  and  resist  the  said  Cession 
Treaty  ot  1801,  during  a  negociation  pro- 
tracted for  many  months ;  and  that  it  was 
not  till  a  declaration  was  made,  to  him,  in 
the  most  explicit  terms,  that  in  case  of  his 
refusal  it  was  the  resolution  of  the  British 
government  to  assume  the  entire  civil  and 
military  government  of  the  province  of 
Oude,  that  his  assent  was  obtained.  6. 
That  the  British  government  in  India  are 
bound  in  honour,  in  justice,  smd  policy,  to 
reconsider  and  revise  the  above-mentioned 
Treaty  of  1801,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther it  will  not  admit  of  isuch  modification 
as  may  ultimately  prove  more  satisfactory 
to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  at  the  -same 
time  be  piwUictive  of  reciprocal  advan- 
tage to  his  highness  and  the  Company/' 

Mr.  R.  Dwidas  said,  that  he  was  sur- 
prised that  <ti0  house  should  now  be  called 
upon  to  discuss  the  same  question  which 
had  be€9i  already  decided  on,  by  a  i«solu- 
tion,  in  which  the  last  resolution  of  the 
noble  lord  was  not  only  negatived,  but 
on  which  the  house  pronounced  an  opi- 
nion, approving  of  lord  Wellesley's  ad- 
ministration. He  should,  therefore,  do  little 
more  than  refer  the  noble  lord  to  that  de- 
cisicH),  convinced,  that  were  he  now  to 
go  oyer  again  the  arguments  formerly 
adduced,  he  should  be  trespassing  un- 
necessarily upon  the  time  and  patience  of 
the  bouse.  Were  the  house  of  commons 
now  to  agree  to  the  noble  lord's  resolutions, 
they  would  contradict  their  own  decision, 
ThejAoble  lords  did  not  shew,  in  any  part  of 
his  speech,  how  this  inconsistency  could  be 
avoided.  The  noble  lord  had  not  stated 
to  the  house  how  he  intended  that  the  nabob 
should  be  indemnified*  If  he  meant  that  the 
territory  which  had  been  taken  from  him 
»bould'be  restored;  he  would  find  it  very 
difficult  to  transfer  the  people  of  India  from 
the  governor  of  the  £aitt  India  Conip^ny 


to  thai  of  their  old  mabters.  This  could 
not  be  done,  he  was  sure,  without  excttia|^ 
much  discontent,  and,  perhsips,  not  with- 
out considerable  resistance  on  their  part. 
If  the  noble  lord  meantthat  the  compensa- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  form  of  sub- 
sidy, he  ought  to  have  stated  the  mode 
of  doing  it,  and  to  have  shewn  himself -pre- 
pared to  solve  all  the  difficulties  which 
must  present  themselves  to  every  one  as 
to  the  manner  of  giving  effect  to  his  Reso- 
sultion.  The  noble  lord  had  not  gone  into 
gny  detail  to  ppove  that  the. nabob  had 
been  called  upon  to  oontribute  more  than 
he  was  bound  to  do  by  the  trealy  of  1798  ; 
but,  he  was  reiidy  to.cootend,  tnatthe  na- 
bob had  not  been  oWged  to  contribute 
more  than  under  that  treaity  he  would  have 
been  hound  to  do,  when  the  immber  of 
troops  employed  upon  his  .frontier.'  was 
taken  into  consideration.  Upon  these 
^unds,  therefore,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  move  the  previous  question  upon 
all  the  Resolutions  but  the  last>  which 
called  for  a  revision  of  a  treaty  that  had 
the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  for.  the 
AfHiirs  of  India,  and  this  he  was  prepared 
to  meet  with  a  direct  negative. 

Mr.  H,  Martin  took  a  view  of  the  state 
of  the  parties  in.  ISOl,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  treaty.  He  con- 
tended, that  there  was  not  the  flmalleet 
ground  at  that  time  for  the  interference  of 
die  governor-general  in  the  idSairs  of  the 
nabob,  who  htul  reliKiously  observed .  all 
the  aitipulations  of  the  treaty  concluded 
in  1798,  by  sir  John  Shore,  tie  expected, 
at  least,  that  some  necessity  for  the-  viola- 
tion of  this  treaty  would  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  established ;  but  no  such 
attemp|t  had  been  made,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  infringed  merdly  to  give-^ftect  t»  a 
system  of  aggrahdisement  which  :lord 
WellesleV'  had  adoptied,  and  was  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  pursue.  The  kists 
were  not  even  in  arrear,  and  the  company 
had  derived  all  the  advantage  from  the 
treaty  of  1798  that  ever  was  expected 
from  it.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  by  this 
treaty  the  nabob  would  have  contr&uted 
as  much  as  he  did  at  present.  But,  in 
answer  to  this  he  stated,  t^at  the  company 
were  obliged  to  keep  up  a  force  m  not 
less  than  11,  and  not  more  than  13,000 
troops  for  Id  lacs  of  mpeies,  to  be  paid  by 
the  nabob ;  and  till  the  subsidy  was  re-- 
fused to  be  paid,  which  it  never  was,  we 
certainly  had  no  right  whatever  to  seize 
upon  his  territory.  We  were  called  upon 
to  consult  the  mlv^g^  of  the.  Ktivea  of 
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India,  but  we  ought  also  to  consider  what 
must  have  been  their  feelings  on  seeing  a 
solemn  treaty  so  unnecessarily  aiM  wan- 
tonly violated.  And  when  it  w^  stated, 
that  th^  ccmntry  was  in  such  a  state  of 
disonler,  that  all  sorts  of  crimes  were  com- 
mitted with  impunity,  it  ought  also  to  be 
«liewn,  that  ihe  security  of  the  British  go- 
vt, r.nent  in  India  was  endangered  by 
tii^se  disorders.  He  concluded  by' declar- 
ing his  intention  to  support  the  Resolu- 
tions of  his  noble  friend. 

Mr.  JR.  Thornton  lamented  to  see  so  thin 
an  attendance  upon  a  discussion  so  injter- 
esting  to  the  national  character.  He 
thought  the  house  on  a  former  night  had 
behaved  w'orse  even  than  lord  Wellesley 
himself,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
got  lid  of  the  charges  brought  against  him. 
•He  was  not  fond  of  renewed  debates  upon 
the  -same  question,  but  he  thought  there 
was  better  grounds  for  renewing  the  de- 
bate on  the  present  question,  than  on 
many  others,  though  he  did  not  flatter 
himself  that  the  result  would  be  different 
from  what  it  had  been.  The  treaty  which 
.was  now  under  discussion,  he  declared, 
did  not  deserve  that  name,  for  to  a  treaty 
the  assent  of -two  parties  was  requisite,  and 
the  nabob  certainly  never  had  voluntarily 
given  his  assent  to  that  of  1801.  It  yri& 
alledged,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  re- 
scind the  treaty,  but  nothing  should  ever 
be  considered  as  difficult  which  was  right, 
and  if  we  had  any  regard  to  justice  or  na- 
:tional  character,  certainly  some  6ompen- 
.sation  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  nabob 
•for  the  wrong  he  had  sustained,  however 
difficult  it  might  be  to  find  out  the  proper 
'mode  of  compensation.  The  treaty  was 
.said  to  have  originated  in  friendship,  but 
if  it  began  in  friendship  it  ended  in  cruel- 
ty^ and  injustice.  The  noble  marquis 
-seemed  to  have  carried  a  sample  of  French 
fraternization  to  India«  The  treaty  was 
Teally  a  sort  of  Galilean  hug,  in  which  the 
noble  marquis  had  squeezed  the  nabob  to 
death.  One  might  as  well  call  a  robbery 
■committed  by  a  footpad  on  a  traveller  on 
-Hounslow-Heath,  a  treaty  1  If  the  tyrant 
>wbo  had  desolated  Europe  should  ever 
reach  our  East  India  possessions,  and  find 
.the  hearts  of  the  people  alienated  from 
us,  and  our  name  connected  with  injustice 
and  oppression,  he  called  upon  the  house 
to  reflect  what  an  advantage  he  would 
liave  over  us.*  When  Trajan  put  a  sword 
into  the  hands  of  the  prefect  of  the  Preto- 
rian  Bands,  he  made  use  of  these  words, 
.'  As  long  as  I  govern  welly^  use  it  in-  my 


support,  if  I  govern  ill,  use  it  aninst  me.' 
So  it  was  with  the  people  of  India ;  if  we 
governed  them  with  justice  and  modera-  • 
tion  we  may  expect  their  support,  but  if 
we  oppress  and  tyrannize  over  them  we 
must  expect  revolt  and  resistance.  The 
hon.  gent,  denied  that  the  treaty  had  ever 
been  approved  of  by  the  court  Of  directors, 
fop  it  was  one  of  their  grounds  of  com- 
plaint that  the  treaty  had  never  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  court.  All  that  he  indivi- 
dually ever  did  was  to  put  his  name  to  a 
letter,  in  which  pleasure  was  expressed 
that  the  treaty  had  given  satisfaction ;  but 
at  that  time  he  was  quite  ignorant  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  Con- 
cluded. 

Mr.  Hawartk — Sir,  I  am  not  accustomed 
to  address  this  house,  or  to  speak  in  pub- 
lic, and'  therefore  I  should  do  it  with 
great  embarrassment  at  any  time,  but  par- 
ticularly now,  when  many  gentlemen  are 
calling  for  the  question,  and  seem  to  wish 
to  put  an  end  to  the  debate.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, contract  the  little  I  intended  to  say 
on  this  occasion, 'and  yield  as  soon  and 
as  much  as  I  can,  to  the  impatience  of 
the  house.  Even  that  little  is  exposed 
to  so  many  discouragements,  that  I  should 
probably  have  confined  myself  to  vot- 
ing on  the  question,  if  my  long  resi- 
dence in  India  had  not  fi]irnished  me 
with  information,  which  I  hope  will  be 
thought  to  deserve  some  attention. — I  am 
not  surprised  that  the  hon.  President  of 
the  Board  of  Controul  should  have  shewn 
a  vigorous  disinclination  to  any  fur- 
ther aiscussion  of  the  subject.  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  if  the  whole  of  the  transactions 
in  Oude  were  to  be  buried  in  oblivion,  it 
would  afibrd  peculiar  satisfaction  to 'the 
friends  of  the  noble  marquis.  Sir,  we 
must  look  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
treasury  in  Calcutta  for  the  secret  spring 
and  first  movement  of  his  lordship  in 
Oude.  Beggary  begot  necessity,  and 
necessity  created  the  measure  of  quarter- 
ing a  great  part  of  the  Bengal  army  on 
the  country,  or  providing  for  it  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  nabob.  Want  of  money^  and 
no  other, '  was  the  true  cause  of  this  and 
every  other  injustice  done  to  the  nabob. 
All  manner  of  pretences  have  been  set  up 
in  defence  of  these  measures,  except  the 
true  one.  IMstress  drove  you  into  these 
courses,  and  who  was  the  author  of  the 
^distress?  who,  but  the  nobfe  marquis  him- 
self ?  Extravagance  produces  violence, 
and  then  you  defend  the  violence  by  the 
e.xtraTagance.    When  political  necgs^ity 
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was  pleaded,  I  did  expect  that  reasons  of 
an  over-ruling  nature/some  imminent  dan- 
ger, some  instant  cause  of  apprehension^ 
admitting  of  no  debate,  would  have  been 
stated  to  palliate  at  least,  If  not  to  justify. 
the  atrocious  cruelty,  the   injustice,  and 
the  indignities  more  galling  than  injustice,' 
with  which  the  nabob  of  Oude,  as  well  as 
many  other  Indian    princes,  have    been 
treated.     Instead  of  such  a  case  made  out 
or  even  alfedged,  what  has  the  President 
of  the  Bpard  of  Controul  advanced  ?  Why, 
first  he  glanced  at  the  supposition  of  an 
invasion  of  Oude  by  Zemaui)  Shah,  and, 
in  glancing  at  it  only,  I  confess  he  has 
shewn  his  discretion.     Why,  sir,  at  the 
very  period  allotted  to  this-  pretehdcd  in- 
vasion, Zemaun  Shah  was  in  his  grave. 
Lord  .Wellesley  in  his   letter  of  Jan.  1, 
J  802^  says  to  the  Directors,  "  The  danger 
of  invasion  from  Candajiar  is  entirely  re- 
moved by  the  destruction  of  the  power  of 
Zemaun  Shah,  and   by  the  actual  state  of 
his  dominions ;    while  our  north-western 
frontier  has  been  considerably  strengthen- 
ed by  the  recent  arrangements  effected  in 
Oude/'      The   arrangements    alluded  to 
consisted  of  nothing  but  the  exaction  of 
money  and  territory  from  the  nabob,  con- 
trary to  the  mqst  solemn  treaties,  and  in 
violation  not  only  of  every  principle  of 
good  faith  but  of  common  humanity ;  and 
ibr  what  purpose  ?   To  provide  against  a 
danger,  which  was  entirely  removed,  if 
ever  it  existed.     But  the   hon.  President 
says,  *  The  French  were  in  Alexandria  ;' 
and  this  was  another  necessity  for  taxing 
the  nabob  of  Oude.     My  conviction  is, 
that,  if  they  had  remained  in  undisturbed 
possession  of  Alexandria  to  the  present  day, 
they  could  not  have- invaded  India  from 
that  quarter,  nor  did  they  ever  intend  it. 
They  had  no  fleet  or  transports  in  the  Red 
•Sea,  nor  had  they  the  means  or  materials 
for  building  ships  there,  or  to  find  provi- 
sionS'Or  even  fresh  water  at  Suez,  equal  to 
so  great  an  embarkation,  and  so  long  a 
"Voyage,  of  which  the  navigation  for  a  fleet 
~  from  Suez  to  the  Indian  sea  is  perhaps  the 
•most  difficult  and  dangerous  in  the  world, 
^nd  even  then,  unless  the  French   could 
4>btain  a-  naval  superiority  in  the  Indian 
^seas,  how  could  they  possibly  get  to  India 
frtim  Egypt }    The   hon.  President  seems 
averse  to  further  discussion  on  the  profest 
principle  of    lord    Wellesley's   conduct. 
Perhaps  he  will  have  no  objection  to  ain- 
•  Bwer  a  few  questions  upon  the  effect  of  it. 
What  has  been  gained  by  these  acts  of  in- 
justice and  Dppressiion }  Look  at  the  result 
Vol.  X. 


of  all  these  frauds  and  cruelties,  which  are 
called  policy ;    see   into  what  a  situation 
they  have  brought  you  at  last.     Have  you 
extended  your  dominions  ?  Yes,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  resolutions  of  this  house,  con- 
firmed and  made  law  by  two  acts  of  par- 
liament.    You  have  a  frontier,  which  you 
canndt  tie  fend,  and  you  have  alienated  tho. 
aftections  of  the  native  powers,  who  wait 
only  for  an  opportunity  to  make  you  feel 
their   hatred,   and  I  am  afraid  that  issue 
will  be  tried  at  no  very  distant  period.    In 
the  mean  time,  what  profit  have  you  de- 
rived from  .this  boasted  increase  of  your 
dominions  ?     Yo\ir  establishments   have 
grown  much  faster  than  even  your  terri- 
tory ;  with  all  your  immense  acquisitions, 
with  all  your  subsidiary  treaties,  with  the 
Mysore,  the   Decan,    the    Carnatic   and 
Oode,  with  four  kingdoms  added  to  your 
possessions,  your  annual  ^xpences  exceed 
your  revenues  by  two  millions  and  a  half. 
Not  a  rupee  in  your  treasury  at  Calcutta, 
at.Fort  St.  George,  or  Bombay ;  in  gene- 
ral circulation,  nothing  but   paper,  and 
thus,  sir,  have. all  those  extortions,   which 
are  termed   policy,  ended  in  your  own 
beggary.     I  state  the  general  effect  of  the 
policy  I  allude 'to,  as  embracing  all  India* 
The  treatment  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  is  a 
sample  of  that  |iolicy,  and  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  its  •  effect. — But  perhaps  it  may 
be  said,  that  this  commercial  sovereign, 
the  India  Company,  though  not.vei'y  wise 
or  fortunate  in  the  exercise  of  their  sove- 
reignty, have  been  prudent  and  successful 
in  their  character  of  merchants  ?    In  an 
evil  hour  for  themselves,  they  departed 
from  the  only  occupation  it  was  possible 
for  them  to  understand.     Look  at  their  si- 
tuation in  Leaden-Hall  Street.    There  you 
see  them  overwhelmed  with  debts,  and  in 
arrear  to  government'cven  for  the  duties 
on  their  teas,  the  only  article  they  cati 
sell ;  loaded  with  enormous  establishments, 
which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  defray 
otherwise  than  by  running  more  and  more 
into  debt,  and  with  a  multitude  of  other 
demands  upon  them,  active  and  growing 
every  day,  and  against  which  they  have 
nothmg  to  set  up  but  an  accumulation  of 
dead  or  dormant  property,  locked  up  and 
rotting  in  their  warehouses  for  want  of  a 
sale;    which  does  not  however  prevent 
their  constantly  taking  up  more  and  more 
ships  at  an  intolerable  expence  of  freight 
and  charges,  to  bring  home  more  cargoes 
of  the  same  quality,  and  to  take  away  all 
chance  or  even  the  possibility  of  selling 
what  they  hive  already  in  England.    Add 
40         • 
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to  ^IL  this,  that  every  shilling  of  their  capi- 
tal is  gone.     And  wi  11  this  house  ne/er  ask^ 
b^  whose  fraud  or  misconduct,  by  whose 
treachery  or  whose   folly>  a41  this -mass  ^f 
mischief  has  accumulated  ?  Have  we  been 
taken  by  surprise  ?    Have  the  India  Com-o. 
pany.till  very  lately  beei^  quite  unaware 
of  their  situation  ?    Has  jao  warning  voice 
been  heard  in  this  house  ?    Qave  no  pow- 
ek:ful 'appeals  been  made  to  thepyblicin' 
writing  oq  this  subject  ?    Yes,  sir,.soil«et>f 
^e  wjortby  directors  have  now  and  then 
g^ly  hinted  at  the  ipismanagemen£  of 
&ieir  governments,  and  at  the.  misconduct 
of  their  servants  in  India,  over  whom  tjh^y 
had  no  controul.     But  these  intimations 
yrere  rare  and  feeble,  in  comparison  v|(itji 
the  infoimation  given  us  by  an  hon.  friend 
of  mine  (Sir  Philip  Francis)  who  is  nO'long- 
er  a  member  of<  this   house.     From-.  y«aF 
to  yes^r  as  -the   mischiefs  jnc^ea^d   Hk 
speeches  kept  pace  with   them.      From 
year  to  year,  I  might  almost  say  from  day 
to  day,  his  talents  and  his  industry  were 
employed  in  exposing  the  fatal  folly  of 
^at  destructive  system,  which  has  been 
^opted  by   your  government  in  India, 
^nd  encouraged  and  protected  in  England, 
find'  the  ruinous  consequences  which  would 
result  from   it.     HiS  performance  of  this 
invidious  duty  was  not '  confined   to  his 
speeches  here.     His  writings  addressed  to 
the- public  predicted  every  thing  that  has 
happened  ;  writings,  sir,  as  remarkable  for 
idi^  clearness,  th^  purity,  and  precision  of 
their  style,,  as  they  are  for  the  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  they  contain  of  the  sub- 
jects -^n  which  they  treated ;  and  I  believe, 
sir,  it  >v(>uld  be  as  difficult  to  iind  a  person, 
whcr  JUaff  displayed  in  your  Indian  afFairs 
more  ability,  more  perseverance,  and  more 
integrity,  as  it  would  be  to  find  another 
, instance  of  a  man,  who  has  desei;ved  more 
of  his  country,  and  whose  merits  have  been 
so  ill  rewarded,  as  those  of  the  hon.  genJ.. 
I  allude  to. —  Now,  si<,  on  a  full  conside- 
ration of  the  injustice  which  has-  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  in  Oude,  the 
harshness  with  which  the  nabob  has  been 
*  treated,  and  the  cruel .  circumstances  of 
galling   aggravation    with  which  '  it  has 
^  been  accompanied,  and  above  all,  sir,  on 
the  effect   which  it  has  produced  in  the 
minds  of  the  native  powers  in  India,  I  feel 
entirely  disposed  to  agree  with  the  noble 
lord  who  has  brought  fonvard  this  motion, 
for  every  reparation  or  rjistitution  which 
.  the  circumstances  of  the  case  will  admit 
of. — The  security  of  the  British  dominion 
in  India  depends  greatly  ou  opinion,  and 


therefore  I  shall  be  ready  to  support  this 
and  every  other  measure,  that  may  tend 
to  r(»trieve  the  national  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  natives. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called 
for,  and  a  division  took  place.  For  the 
first  Resolution  20;  For  the  previous 
quesUon  8Q ;  Majority  60.  — ^  Strangers 
were  n'(^  re'adraitted  before  the  adjoum- 
tnent.*  -^^^  previous  question  was  car- 
rijed.  I'pon  all  the  other  Eesolatiops  but 
the  fast,  which  was  negatived  without  a 
division^ 

ROUSE   OF  LORDS. 

.  •  *  Friday,  April  U 
The  Ddke  of  Norfolk,  after  referring  to 
the  fate  of  the  Offices  in  1Eteveisil>n  bill> 
I  pfesenbed'  C  Petition  irotn  the  iord  mayor, 
alderitien,  and  common  council  of  the 
city  of  London,  expressive  of  theiif  regret, 
thatthe  bill  which  had  this  salutsay  ob- 
ject m  view;  should  have  been  defeated, 
and  praying  that  steps  might  be  taken  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  Bill  so  necessary 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
coimtry.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE   OF   COMR^NS. 

[MmufEs.]  Mr.  Bankes  reported, 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  tlie  merits  of  the  Petitions  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  Election  and  return 
for  the  county  of  Sus*^e3i>  that  John  Fuller, 
e3q.  had  been*  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
petitiotis  were;  not  frivolous  nOr  .vexa- 
tious.— ^The  Mtt  for  preventing  the  grant 
of  Places  in  Reversion,  for  a  time .  to  be 
limited^  was  read  a  second  time. 

Petition  from  London,  R£s>£cting  the 
Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  The  Sheri& 
of  London  presented  to  the  house,  a  Petition 
of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common  council 
assembled,  setting  forth,  ^*  That  the  peti- 
tioners have,  during  a  long  course  of  pub- 
lic events,  productive  of  so  many  calami- 
ties, patiently  submitted  to  unexampled 
burthens,  and  are  still  re^dy  to  make  such 
furthei*  sacrifices  as  may  be  necessary  for 
maintaining* the  honour  and  independence 
of  the  realm  ;  and  that  these  hurthens 
have  been  considerably  augmented  by 
gfoss  abuses  ia  the  management  and  ex* 
penditure  of  the  public  ^moiney,  and  by  a 
profrision  of  suiecure  places  and  pensions, 
which  have  not  pnly  greatly  a^ded  tp  the 
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sufferings  of  the  people^  but  created  ^  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  infliieacei  corrupt- 
ing ^nd  undermining  the  pure  and  free 
principles  of  the  British  constitution  ;  and 
that  after  the  enormous  abuses  brought  to 
light  by  the  various  €onmiis»oiis  of  'En- 
quiry, it  is  a  matter  of  deep  concern  to 
the  petitioners  that  the  offenders  thereby 
discovered  have  not  been  -brought  to  jus- 
tice, and  those  who  so  grossly  misappKed 
the  public  money  hav^  hitherto  escaped 
with  impunity,   and   the  petitioners  did 
therefore  rely  upon  parliament  that  speedy 
and  e^ctual  measures  would  have  been 
adopted  to  reform  such  abuses;  and  detect* 
and  punish  the  offenders  in  .future ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  viewed-  with  fUuch  sa- 
tisfaction the  formation  of  a  CommUtee  of 
Finance,  and  hailed  the  introduction  into 
the  house  of  a  Bifl  to  preVent  the  granting 
of  places  in  f eversion  as  the  first  step  to- 
wards these  salutary  reformations  ;  they 
beheld   with    increased   'satisfaction .  the 
measures  taken  by  the  house,  both  during 
the  late  and  present  sessions  of  parliament, 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect ;  and  that  it 
was  with  grief  and  disappointment  they 
observed  the  views  and  intentions  of  the 
house  unhappily  frustrated';     and    they 
have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that 
the  defeat  of  this  measure  has  arisen  from 
that  baneful  and  predominating  influence 
which  such  abuses  must-necess-arily  create, 
and  which  this  Bill  was  intended  to  cor- 
rect;  and  that  it  "appears  to- the  petiti-. 
oners  at  all  times  essential  th;kt-  a  rigid  ^ 
economy  should  be  observed  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  and  that 
no  places  or  pensions  should  be  bestowed 
but  for  real  public  services,  more  parti<^u- 
larly  so  at  the  present  moment,  when  it  is 
declared,  '  that  this  country  is  at  the  very 
crisis  of  its  fate,"  and  the  people  are  called 
upon  for  such  unexampled  sacrifices  and 
exertions ;  they  beg  further  to  suggest  to 
the  house,  the  serious  consequences  likely 
to  result  should  a  disposition  be  evinced 
by  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  at  a 
period  so  awful  and  momentous,  not  to 
participate  with  the  people  ih  their  dan- 
gers, sacrifices,  and  privations;. and  there- 
fore praying  the  house  not -to.  relax  in 
their  en((eavours  in  carrying  so  liecessary 
and   beneficial  a- pleasure  into'  efiect,  and 
causing  enquiries  to-be  made  into  the  re- 
ceipt>   management^  and  expenditure  of 
the    public    money,   adopting    measures 
which  may  effectually  guar^l  against  such 
abuses  in  future^  and  for  abolishing  all 
uoneccfinary  places  and  peasion^j  a«  well 


in  reversion  as  otherwise,  as  the  best  meanM  ' 
of  confolidatiqg'the  strength  of 'the  em^ 
pi  re,  and  calling  forth  the  united  energies 
and  exertfons  of  the  people  at  a  time  86 
necessary  for  the  safety  and  security  of 
his  majesty's  dominions.'' — ^Ordered  to  life 
upon  the  table. 

[Assessed  Taxes  ^nd  Game  Duties.] 
The  ChanCeUoc  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  a  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  rose,  to  submit 
the'propositipns,  of.  which  he  had  given 
notice,  respecting  the  transfer  of  the  duty 
for  licences  to  shoot  game,  from  the  Stamp 
Duty  to  the  Assessed  Taxes,  and  for  con- 
sotiqating-the  additional  10  pet  cent,  with 
the  Assessed  Taxes,  to  the  consideratioji 
of  thd  committee.  As  to  the  first  ptiinf, 
^  be  should  only  observe,  that  it  was  note- 
rious  that  the  duty  was  evaded  in  a  Va- 
riety' of  cases,  a  circumstance  which 
could  not  take  place  when  the  duty  was 
transferred  to  the  Assessed  Taxes,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mokle  in  which  the  As- 
sessed Tajies  were  cdledted.  Upon  this 
head,  therefore,  he  should  propose  a  Re- 
solution to  the  committee,  that  the  pre- 
sent duties  on  Game  licences  do  cease,  in 
order  that  others  should  be  grant«l-in  the 
Assessed  Taxes  in  lieu  of  them.  When 
the  Bill  that  was  to  be  founded  upon  this 
resolution,  should  be  brought  in,  gentle- 
men would  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering how  far  the  provisions  it  was  to 
cpntain  would  be  efEeient  to  its  object'. 
•Under  the  present  system;  ^uch  i*icon- 
-venijBitce'was  felt  by  those  gentleman  who 
'hi^peped  to  reside  at  a  distance  from  th^ 
county  town,  in  obtaining  their  certifi- 
cates from  the  clerk-car'tlie' peace.  This 
inconvenience  would  be  wholly  removed 
by  the  arrangement  which  he  proposed, 
for  the  certificates  would  be  forwarded  to 
the  collector  of  the  district,  to  be  issued 
on  the  production,  by  the  person  requiring 
it,  of  the  receipt  for  the  payment  of  the 
duty.  Since  the  subject  had  been  under 
his  consideration,  several  communications 
had  been  received,  which  represented 
that  the  evasions  were  -chiefly  practised 
by  pers(»fis  pretending  that  they  were 
shooting  woodcocks  and  snipes,  whilst,  in 
reality,  they  were  engaged  in  pursuit  or 
game.  In  order  to  remove  this  source  of 
evasion,  therefore,  it  was  deemed  desir- 
able to  include  woodcocks  and  snipes  in 
the  enumeration  of  game,  llie  other  pro- 
position that  he  had  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee, was  a  resolution  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  the^  10  per  cent,  additional  to 
the  Assessed  Taxes  granted  the  year  be* 
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fere  the  last»  Mrilh  the  Aflses^ed  Tazcf.  It 
would  b^  remembered,  that  »t  the  time 
this  addition  had  been  brovdht  forward  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  the*  ways  and 
means  of  the  year,  which  had  arisen  from 
the  abandonment  of  the  iron  tax.  The 
afcage  of  the  session  did  not  admit  of  that 
mature  craisideration  which  was  desira\»le. 
Thef  consequence  was,  thecefore,  that  in 
almost  every  instance  there  were  fraction- 
al payments,  which  the  committee  would 
feel  it  right  to  do  away.  For  this  purpose, 
he  proposed  to  add  2  per  cent,  upon  the 
i¥hole,  and  in  all  the  lower  classes  to  re- 
duce the  payment,  in  case  of  a  firactiop,  to 
the  next  integer ;  and  in  the  higher  classes 
to  raise  it  to  the  integer  immediately 
above,  so  that  the  whole  addition  being  at 
the  rate  of  one  in  fifty,  would  give,  an  ad- 
dition of  110,000/.  upon  5,500,000/.  the 
present  amount  of  the  Assessed  Taxes. 
JBut^  the  eifeci  of  lowering  the  fractional 
payments  to  the  next  integer  below  them 
in  the  inferior  classes,  would  be  to  reduce 
that  sum  to  about  107,600/.  in  the  year. 
'  For  instance,  the  amount  of  Assessed  Taxes 
for  a  house  having  more  than  six  win- 
dows, and  not  worth  more  than  5/.  rent, 
ivas  at  present  6^.  id,  and  would,  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  of  addition  proposed  by 
him,  be  raised  to  6s,  ^^d  ;  but,  according 
to  the  scale  of  reduction  he  had  in  con- 
templation, it  would  be  lowered  to  6s,  6d, 
the  sixpence  being  the  immediate  integer 
below  the  fractional  sum.  In  the  higher 
classes,  on  the  contrary,  the  payment 
would  be  carried  to  the  integer  above  the 
fraction.  There  would  be  a  consequent 
decrease  upon  the  lower  classes,  but  the 
slight  addition  on  the  higher  clasps  would 
compensate  for  that,  and  make  the  aug- 
mentation upon  the  whole  107,600/.  He 
therefore  moved,  *'  ITiat  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  that  the  present  duties 
on  Game  Licences  and  the  Assessed 
Taxes  do  cease  and  determine,  in  order 
that  other  duties  be  granted  in  lieu  there- 
of.*' 

Mr.  N,  Cahert  thought  the  regula- 
tions proposed  by  the  right  bon.  gent, 
for  transferring  the  duties  on  Licences 
for  shooting  game,  from  the  Stamps  to  the 
Assessed  Taxes  very  good,  but  suggested, 
that  there  should  be  duplicates  of  the  re- 
ceipts given  for  the  amount  of  the  duty,  in 
order  that  the  person  who  paid  the  duty 
JBiight  have  something  to  shew  in  proof  of 
his  having  paid  it. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhepe  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  there  was  no  clause  in  any  of 


the  AsaeiBsed  Taates  bill  whidi  Bubje^ted 
aasessors  guilty  of  making  surchar^ 
wantonly,  to  the  payment  of  costs,  if  the 
surcharges  should  not  be  con&'med.  He 
was  convinced  that  power  ought  to  be 
given  for  subjecting  persons  of  that  d^ 
scription  to  the  payment  of  <x>sts. 

Mr.  T.  Jones  also  complained  of  the 
wanton  manner  in  which  surcharges  were 
often  made,  and  wished  that  some  mode 
of  prevention  might  be  found  consistent 
with  the  bona  fide  collection  of  the  reve« 
nue. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  said,  there  were  other  ob- 
jects worth  the  right  hon.  gpnt/s  attention^ 
before  imposing  new  taxes;  he  meant 
measures  of  reform.  He  would  go  along 
with  him  certainly  in  preventing  frauds 
and  evasions.  But  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  if  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  come 
down  with  a  paper  in  his  hand  of  the  de- 
faulters of  former  years. 

Mr.  Hutkksm  could  not  conceiire  ia 
what  possible  shape  an  accoiHit  ^f  thia 
kind  could  be  brought  before  the  house, 
or  of  what  use  it  would  be^to  the  revenue. 
If  it  could  be  made  out,  it  would  of  course 
be  granted  like  other  accounts,  Ir^lating  to 
the  public  money,  .on  a  motion  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  was  n6t  then  prepared  to 
specify  the  heads,  but  would  inquire  into 
the  subject  with  a  view  to  a  specific  ino*- 
.tioh. — ^The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed 
to. 

[Petitions  against  the  Ordebs  m 
Council.]  The  house  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Petitions 
against  the  Orders  in  Council.  Mr. 
Brougham  was  then  called  to  the  bar,  Stnd 
addressed  the  house  in  a  very  able  and 
eloquent  speech  of  three  hours  length  in 
support  of  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners,—*- 
Afler  the  learned  counsel  had  finished,  he 
withdrew,  and  a  conversation  arose  on  the 
expediency  of  hearing  further  evidence.— >- 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,. Mr. 
Marriott,  Mr.  Stephens,  and  air  C,  Price, 
.  contended,  that  if  the  house,  were  th^n  to 
take  any  step  on  the  evidence  that  had 
already  been  adduced,  it  would  be  in  com- 
plete ignorance  of  the  sulyecU  It  was 
therefore  proposed  by  them  t6  -exlutene 
witnesses,  who  might  fill  up  the  -diasm. 
left  by  those  who  hs^d  been  «9iamifiied* 
Mr.  Tierney,  Mr-  Whitbread,  Br,  Lau- 
rence, Mr.  Ponsonby,  and  Mr.^A*  Baring, 
expressed  their  satisfaction  to  find,  that  it 
waaWl  length  iotended  tyth^hon.  fmt 
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opposite  to  enter  into  a  full  inTestigittioii' 
of  this  most  important  subject.  Mr;  Tieiv 
ney  declared  his  intention  of  moving  for 
the  attendance  at  the  bar  of  the  34  gen- 
tlemen who  had  signed  the  Petition  in 
jBavouT  of  the  Orders  in  Council  presented 
by  an  hon.  bart.^  that  they  might  com- 
municate to  the  house  the  in&rmation 
which  they  described  themselves  to  pos-' 
sess. — It  was  ultimately  agreed  that  the 
ehairman  should  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again  ;  and  the  house  having 
been  resumed,  the  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  sit  again  on  Monday,  for  which 
day,  tfn  the  motion  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  several  witnesses  were 
ordered  to  be  summoned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS* 

Monday f  April  4. 

[Conduct  of  Maruuis  Wellesley.] 
Mr.  H.  WeUesky  said  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  trespassing  for  a  few  mo- 
ments upon  the  time  of  the  house,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  gross  misrepresentation  (in- 
serted in  a  morning  paper  called  the  Times) 
of  several  passages  in  the  speech  delivered 
by^an  hon.  director  on  Thursday  last. 
Mr.  Wellesley  observed>  that  the  state- 
ment contained  in  the  paper  which  he 
beid  in  his  hand,  was  directly  and  abso- 
lutely contradictory  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  hon.  gent.'s  speech,  at  least  as  far  as  it 
related  personally  to  lord  Wellesley  and 
himself ;  as  whatever  opinions  that  hon. 
gent,  might  have  expressed  with  respect 
to  the  general  arrangements  in  Oude,  he 
Mitirely  disclaimed  any  imputations  of  a 
personal  kind.  He  was  persuaded  that 
the  bouse  would  feel  with  him,  that  to 
sufier  misrepresentations  of  such  a  tendency 
to  go  forth  uncontradicted  in  a  paper  of  a 
general  and  extensive  circulation,  could 
not  fail  to  be  highly  injurious  to  the  cha"^ 
racter  of  the  individuals  alluded  to ;  and 
therefore  that  he  need  to  make  no  apology 
for  having  brought  the  subject  before  the 
house.  As,  however,  he  was  willing  to 
believe  that  the  misrepresentations  of 
which  be  complained  were  not  intentional 
on  the  part  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  paper  to  which  he  alhided,  he  should, 
with  the  leave  of  the  house,  rest  satisfied 
with  bavins  4>Teoght  the  subject  under  its 
notice,  in  ihe  hope  that  this  would  be  a 
sufficient  warning  to  '  tiiose  persons  to 
be  more  cautious  and  more  accurate  in  fu- 
ture. 

Mr.  R.  ThoffUan  said,  he  understood  his 
apeech  on  a  former  eiveiiing  to«be  the  one 


alluded  to,  and  remarked  that  aevefaL 
fi*iendB  had  stated  to  him  how  much  itwa» 
misrepresented,  which  afterwards  was  con- 
firmed by  his  owa  perusal  of  what  was  at- 
tributed to  him.  Though  he  had  ani'- 
madverted  strongly  on  the  general  system 
of  policy  in  &dia,  and  the  particul^ 
transactions  in  Oude,  he  had  pointedljr 
signified,  that  he  meant  to  impute  nothing 
disrespectful  to  the  personal  character  oj 
the  noble  marquis,  or  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself.  Had  he  been  only 
silent  a3  to  every  thing  of  a  personal  ten- 
dency, the  allusions  in  the  newspapet 
would  have  beenhighly  unjustifiabie  ;  bat 
when  he  had,  iiT-^wo  separate  debates, 
adopted  the  language  thrown  out  as  a 
challenge  by  an  hon.  bsuronet  (sir  John 
Anstnither),  and  admitted,  with  him,  thai; 
there  was  no  where  an  attempt  to  wound 
the  noble  marquis  by  personal  insinua^ 
tions,  Mr.  Thornton  thought  it  very  unfer- 
tunate  that  the  erroneous  and  ckimsy  re<* 
porter  of  a  newspaper  should  mislead  the 
public  mind.  He  believed  the  misrepre** 
sentation  arose  from  accident^  not  froiQ 
design,  and  therefore  hoped  no  further 
steps  would  be  taken  against  the  prepri€^ 
tors  6f  the  paper  in  question. 

The  Speaker  hoped  the  house  would  edc-i 
ouse  him  for  remwking,  that  however  tho 
practice  might  have  been  tolerated,  tfaA 
house  was  always  at  liberty  to  limit,  mA 
if  necessary,  to  punish,  any  abuse  of  tt9 
privileges,  in  the  publication  of  what  pur-* 
ported^o  be  reports  of  its  proceedings.  At 
present,  he  did  not  understand  that  a«iy 
complaint  was  about  to  be  made  with  % 
view  to  the  animadversion  of  the  house. 

{Sussex  Election  Petition.]  Mr.  d 
Wynne  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
that  the  minutes  of  the  committee  ap« 
pointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  Petition 
against  the  election  and  return  for  the 
county  of  Sussex,  should  be  laid  before 
the  house.  As  the  motion  was  one  rather 
unusual  in  its  nature,  he  thought  himself 
called  on  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  it 
was  made.  A  motion  was  made,  before 
the  committee  was  appointed,  for  an  ex« 
change  of  the  lists  of  objectionable  votes 
on  both  sides,  which  motion  was  nega-* 
tived.  The  consequence  was,  that  when 
the  committee  met,  and  proceeded  to  in- 
vestigate the  merits  of  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Sergison,  they  were  obliged  to  decline  en- 
tering at  ail  into  an  examination  of  its 
merits,  because  they  considered  themselves 
as  precluded,  by  the  resolution  of  the 
house/firom  examining  the  vadidity  of  those 
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vt>tes  which  Would  have  been  questioned 
by  the  petitioner.  Nothing  was  more  dis* 
tant  from  his  mind  than  to  call  in  qoes- 
tion,  either  the  decision  of  the  committee, 
or  any  part  of  their  proceedings  ;  but  he 
thought  it  extremely  important,  that  the 
standing  order  of  the  house,  upon  which 
the  decision  was  founded,  should  be  al- 
tered^ not  merely  by  a  resolution  of  the 
housd,  but  by  act  of  parliament.  And, 
lb  a  specific  ground  on  which  he  should 
afterwards  move  for  •  le'ave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  this  purposr,  he  now  moved.  That 
the  fninutes  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
committee  should  be  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  wAs  of 
opinion,  that  before  tUe  house  acquie^ed 
in  the  motion  which  had  been  now  sub- 
mitted to  them,  thcyshfHfld  be  put  in  pos- 
iession  of  facts  diflerent  from  those  with 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  prefaced  his  mo- 
tion.    It  was  not  usual  for  the  hciuse  to 
agree  to  such  a  motion,  except  upon  some 
resolution  of  the  election  committee,  or 
upon  some  report  made  by  this  committee 
to  shew  its  propriety  or  necessity.     With 
respect  to  the  decision  of  that  committee, 
he  was  certainly  as  averse  from  question- 
ing its  propriety  as  the  hon.  gent; ;  and  if 
he  were  to  deliver  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  he  would  ^ay  that,  they  had  acted 
right  in  paying  attention  to  the  resolution 
of  the  house.     Whether  the  standing  order 
ought  to  be  altered  was  another  question, 
and  one  which  might  be  discussed,  whe- 
ther the  minutes  of  the  committee  were  or 
were  not  before  the  house ;  because,  if  a 
doubt  existed,  either  r-especting  its  proprie- 
ty or  interpretation,  the  proposed  alteration 
might  take  place,  as  well  upon  the  exist- 
ing doubt  as  upon  the  proceedings  of  a 
committee,  in  their  application  to  the  in- 
dii^idual  case.   He  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
proceedings  now  moved  for  were  not  only 
unnecessary,    but    that   th^ir   productidn 
would  be  attended  with  considerable  in- 
convenience :  because  the  debate  which 
might  aftenii'ards  take  place  upon  them, 
would  then  involve  the  propriety  of  the 
decision  of  the  committee,  which,  agree- 
ably to  the   spirit  of  the  Grenville  act, 
ought  in  no  case  to  be  called  in  question. 

Ml*.  Tiemey  said,  that  as  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  the  Sussex 
election,  he  should  shcMrtly  state  to  the 
house  the  circumstances  under  which  that 
committee  decided  upon  the- merits  of  the 
petition ;  and  this  statement  he  prekced 
with  a  declaration,  that  nothing  was  fur-. 


ther  from  his  intention  than   to  find  faait 
with  the  decision  of  that  committee.    Hr 
might    take   upon    himself,  however,  to 
state,  that  in  consequence  of  the  standing 
order  of  the  house,   the  majority  of  tliai 
committee  had  found  themselves  placed 
in  a  very  unpleasant  situation.     The  pro- 
gress of  the  business  was  this  ;  a  resolution 
was  passed  by  tht  house  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  scsjiion,  that  Tyhen  a  petition 
was  lodged  against  "a  sitting  member,  tlie 
petitioner    should   call  upon  the    sitting 
member  to  exchange  lists  of  the  votes 
against  which  he  meant  to  object,  21  days 
before  the  trial  of  the. election ;  and,  vice 
versa,  that- t4ie.  same  rule  should  be  ob- 
served by  the  sitting  member  towards  the 
petitioner.     Mr.  Fuller,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, gave  a  written  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion not  to  defend  his  seat,  so  the  petitioner 
had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  comply 
with  this  rule.     Some  of  the  electors,  how- 
ever, who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Fuller,  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  defending  it  for 
him.     In  consequence  of  this  notice,  a 
motion  had  been  made  in  the  house  for  an 
exchange  of  lists,  which  was  negatived ; 
and  on  the  debate  which  look  place  on 
this  motion,  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  the  committee  would 
■  not  be   bound    by  fhat  decision  of  -the 
house,  but  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  cal4 
whatever  evidence  they  might  think  proper, 
though  on  this  evening  he  had  given  it  as 
his  opinioA^  that  they  did  right  in  attend- 
ing to  the  te^olution  of  the  house.     After 
the  committee  met  to  decide  upon  oath  on 
the^hierits  of  the  election,  and  when  Mr. 
Sergison's  counsel  tendered  a  list  of  500 
votes  to  which  he  meant  to  object,   the 
'counsel  for  the  other  party  objecljed   that 
the  committee,  by  the  standing  order  of 
the  houSe>  could  not  admit  any  evidence 
upon  the   inadmissibility  of  these  votes, 
because  the  lists  h^d  not  been  previously 
exchanged ;  and  the  committee,  he  be- 
lieved  from  the    most    honourable   mo- 
tives,'.had  sustained  the  objection.     Under 
these  circumstances,^  the  committee  had 
only  to  choose  between  one  of  three  de- 
cisions*:   to  declare*  the  election    void, 
which   they  could   not  do .  because  this 
was  not  a  prayer  *of  the  petition ;  or  that 
Mr.  Sergison  ouffhtto; have  been  returi)ed« 
which  theycpuld  not  do  because  his  oppo- 
nent, Mr.. Fuller,  had  a  majority  upon  the 
poll ;  or  to  do  what  he  believed  they  did 
most  conscientiously  and  sincerely,  to  de- 
cide that  they  felt  themttelves  obliged  tm 
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declare  Mr.  Fuller  duly  elected  because 
they  did  not  consider  themselves  at  liberty, 
consistently  with  the  order  of  the  house,  to 
enter  into  an  examination  of  the  votes, 
against  which  Mr.  Sergison  meant  to  ob- 
ject, and  byoverthrowing  which  he  was 
firmly  convinced  that  he  should-  be.  abje 
to  esta^blish  his  own  election.  Such  were 
the  circuoLstances  in  which  the  committee, 
was  placed*:  a  situation  whixjh^.he  was 
convinced,  a  majority  .of:  that  committee  . 
had  felt  to  be  a  very  unpleasant  one :  and 
in  these  circumstances  his  hon.  friend  had 
moved  for  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee,  with  a  view  to  ground 
upon  those  proceedings .  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  remedying  a 
hardship  which  seemed  to  be  felt  on  all 
sides,  by  enacting,  that  in  future  the  Ikts 
of  objectionable  votes  between  the  peti- 
tioner and  the  sitting  member  shall  be 
peremptorily  exchanged. 

The  Chancellor  qftht  Exchequer  explain- 
ed, that  when  he  said  that  the  committee 
had  done  right  in  attending  to  the   reso- 

•  lution  of  the  house,  he  did  not  mean  the 
decision  of  the  •  house  with  regard  to  an 
exchange  of  lists  in  the  present  case,  but 
the  standing  order  of  the  house  regulating 
their  exchange  to  21  days  before  the  trial 
of  the  election. 

Sir  r.  Turton  allowed  that  there  was  a 
.great  hardship  in  the  present  case,  vhich 
ought  to  be  prevented  from  recurring  in 
future,  by  an  alteration  in  the  law :  but  he 
objected  to  the  present  motion,  as  tending 
to  call  in  question  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee, arid  thus  to  destroy  the  purity  of 
the  Grenville.  act. 

After  some  observations  from  earl  Tem- 
ple, Mr.  Graham,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby,  the 
bouse  divided  upon  Mr.  Wynne's  motion: 
Ayfes,  29 ;  Noes,  56  ;  Majority,  27.    - 

[Finance  Committee.]  Mr^  Biddulph 
rose,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  move  that  Rd. 
Wharton,  esq.*  having  been  elected  chair- 
man of  the  committees  6f  ways  and.  means 
arid  supply,  be-  excused  from  giving  his 
attendance  on  -the  Committee  of  Fiij'ance, 
of  which,  previous  to  his  appointment  to 
the  chair  of  the  public  committees  of  this 

•  house,  he  had  beeu  a  member,  and  bhat  the 
name  of  John  William  Ward  be  inserted 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Finance 

.  itt  his  place,  Thei  kon.  gent,  in  allud- 
i  kig  to  the  appointment  of  Mr;.Wharto£n  tp 
-tlie;  chair  of  the  public  committfees,  exprcs- 
,  qifed-JfcU)  confidence  that  there  was  no  ma- 
nagement in  that'  nomination ;  and  also 
.expressed  a  hope  thiat  the  iion«  member 


who  was  the  subject  of  the  motion^  would 
acquit  him  of  any  personal  disrespect  to- 
wards himy  and  would  believe  the  motion 
to  be  directed,  as  it  really  was,  and  not 
against  him,  but  against  the  office  of  chair- 
man pf  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
VVih^n  he  had  originally  the  honour  to  sug- 
gest such  a  committee  to  the  house,  he 
pointed  out  the  propriety  of  excluding  all 
persons  holding  places  under  government 
irbm  any  share  in  its  deliberations ;  and 
accordingly,  when  it  was  nominated,  and 
it  happened  that;,  a  riobk  viscount,  not  now 
in  bis  place,  was  named  as  one,  his  appoint- 
ment was  afterwards  done.away^  on  this 
specific  ground,  that  he  held  a  sinecure  in 
Ireland.  The  bon.  motef :  was  aware  it 
might  bp  argued,  that  the  hon,, gent,  to 
whom  he  objected,  w^^^^ot  appointed  to  the 
situation  he  held,  by  the  government,  but 
by  the  house.  The  motion  which  he  had  to 
make,  was  so  framed,  as  to  acknowledge 
this  fact.  But,  surely,  it  must  be  allowed, 
that  the  treasury  bench  designated  and 
marked  out  the  person  to  fill  that  situation^ 
who  might  be  said  to  be  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  chancellor  of  the  excheijuer* 
The  hon.  member  confessed  that  the  chair- 
man of  ways  and  means  was  elected  by  a 
vote  of  the  house,  but  still  it  could  not.be 
denied,  that  he  was  proposed  and  supported 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  suad" 
he  .wished,  and  the  public  had  aright  to 
expect,  that  the  membe'r^of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Finance  should  be^  Uke  Caesar's  wife, . . 
not  pure  merely,  but  unsuspected.  If 
persons  once  appciiitecl  members  of  a  Com-  . 
mitte  of  Finance-,  wore  not  to  be  removed 
on  account'  of  any  change  in  situation 
which  they  'might  undergo,  we  might  s^e' 
before  the  termination  of  a  parliament,  24» 
Or  25  mei\,  who  had  been  appointed  mem- 
bers of  that  committee  because  they  held 
no  office  not  place  under  government,  all 
enjoying  places  or  pensions  before  they 
came  tp  ma,ke  their  report.  If  thfese  men 
were  to  continue  ;nembers  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  vvK>uld  be  equally  proper  that  place- 
men should  originally  have  been  eligible.; 
or,  indeed,  that  no  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed.  '  As  to  the  office  of  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  meansj  he. 
conceived  it  to  be  equally  objectionable  £^  • 
any  other.  He  regarded  it  as  being  aa ' 
office  so  completely  at  the  disposal  of  the 
treasury  bench,  that  the  duties  of  it  might 
well  Be  discharged  by  any  one  of  the 
members  of  that  bench  vvho  hadHcflfist  io 
do ;  ahd  if  he  found  that  the  repotfi*  1>f  the  . 
Finafice  Cpnjmittee,  from  its^  jt^ne*  and 
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naiiaer,  warranted  bim  m  expecting  any 
•opport  10  the  oiotion,  he  should  once^ 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  that  sub- 
ject. He  could  not  suppose  a  man^  hold- 
ing such  a  place  as  this,  could  be  a  jealous 
guardian  of  the  public  expenditure.  On 
Sie  score  of  the  duties  he  had  to  perform 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  house, 
the  hon.  member  was  satisfied,  Mr.  W)iar- 
ton  might  well  be  excused  from  giving  his 
Jiiltendaace  up  stairs  at  the  Committee  of 
Finance.  He  had  never  seen  him  there 
but  once ;  but  he  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that*  in  consequence  of  his  attendance  that 
day,  a  report  would  be  submitted  to  the 
bouse  from  that  committee,  different  from 
what  It  would  otherwise  have  been.  The 
hon.  gent,  concluded  by  moving,  *'  That 
Richard  Wharton,  esq.  having  been  called 
to  the  chair  of  the  committee  of  waya  and 
means,  be  excused  from  giving  turther 
attendance  on  the  Committe6  of  Finance.'' 
The  Chancdkr  qfth  Exchequer  had  sup- 
posed that  the  hon.  gent,  would  have  ad- 
duced some  precedent,  or  would  have 
made  out  some  strong  case,  ere  he  had 
•submitted  to  the  house  a  motion  which 
semed  to  cast  no  idight  imputation  on 
the  hon.  gent,  against  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, niore  especially  when  it  was  con- 
nected with  one  of  his  last  observations. 
By  that  observation  it  appeared,  that  a 
majority  in  the  Committee  of  Finance. had 
been  recently  occasioned  by  the  presence 
of  the  chairman  of  the  commiUee  of  ways 
-and  means,  and  that  had  not  that  circum- 
stance occurred,  the  hon.  mover's  atten- 
tion would  not  have  -been  directed  to  thei 
subject.  To  him  it  appeared  impossible, 
without  the  establishment  of  .some  grave 
charge,  to  remove  a  member  Irom  a  situa- 
tion to  which  he  had  been  ehgsen  by  the 
house..  The  hon.  gent,  said  >he  thought  it 
necessary  to  do  thi8,.l>ecause: he  imagined 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  ..of  ^ays 
and  means  was: an  offi^r  appointed  'oy 
government.  It  was  not  so.  -He  ^was  ap- 
pointed by  the  house,  who  » voted  him 
into  that  situation.  As  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  hisimajestyVtninisters,  the 
'hon.  gent,  might  as  well  apply  his  rea- 
soning on  that  wbject  to  any  other  act 
of  the  house.  The  hon.  gent.  £in<n«d  it 
'  possible,  that  in  a  committee  composed, 
.at  the  commencement  of  a  session;  of 
Q5  '  members  holding  no  official  situa* 
tions,  the  whole,  at.  the  close  'of  .-the 
same  session,  might  become  possessed 
of  offices  But,  was  not  the  honourable 
^ntleman  aware  that  b^  an  appoint; 


mftnt  to  office,  a  member  vacated  his  seat 
in  the  house,  and  consequently  in  a  com- 
mittee? and  that  on.  his  re-election  (should 
he  be  re-elected),  the  house  had  it  in  their 
power  to  reinstate  him  in  the  committee 
or  not,    as    they  thought   proper?    In* 
deed,    there    had    been  instances    ^ince 
the  establishment  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, of   individuals  who,  having  ac- 
cepted offices,  had   been  sent  back   to 
their    constituents,    and  who   had    been 
re-elected,  but  who  had    not  been   re- 
appointed  members   of   the   committee. 
He  was  far  firom  being  ready  to  admit, 
that  because  his  majesty  thought  proper 
to  confer  an  office,  on  any  member  of  the 
house,  he  ought  therefore  to  be  considered 
as  disqualified  for  any  duty  to  which  any 
other  member  of  the  house  was  competent. 
He  denied  that  because  a  person  was  in 
office,  he  must  necessarily  be  distrusted. 
He  did  not  know,  what  were  the  hoa*  gent's 
views  of  public  life  ;  but  if  he  were  desir- 
ous of  having  the  opportunity  of  discharge 
^g  ^^y  great  public  duty  with  fidelity, 
he  did  not  think  that  he  ought  to  fall  in 
the  estimation  of  the  world  were  he  to  em- 
brace such  an  opportunity  if  it  were  af- 
forded him.     Of  this  he  was  sure,  that  the 
hon.  erentlemen  who  surrounded  him  were 
not  oi  that  opinion,  and  that  they  thought 
a  man  pursued  the  noblest  road  to  fame  by 
seelgng  it  in  public  .utility.     He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  house  would  not  feel. 
Chat  the  duties  of  any  committee  would  be 
worse    performed,    because    it   included 
within  it  persons  holding  official  situations. 
Still  less  could  an  objection  apply  to  a 
gentleman  chosen  by  the  house,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  distinguished  character  and 
talents,  to  fill  the  hon.  situation  of  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
Was  he  on  that  account  to  be  distrusted .? 
As  weU  might  the  speaker  of  the  house  be 
distrusted.-   Neither  situation  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  government. '  Both  wei:e  in 
the' election  m  the  house;  and  to  no^gen- 
tleman  who  filled  either,  could  any  dis- 
hon<^urable   imputation  on  that  account 
with  any  thing  like  justice  or  pkusibility 
b^  attached. 

Mr/  Whitbread  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  gent,  in  depvecatiog^  the  idea  that 
every  placeman  tnust  be  a  man  of  bad 
character.  An  Office  of  trust,  well  and 
iaithfully  exectited,  was  unquestionably  a 
post  of  hohour. .  It.was  only  because  of- 
'fices  were  not  always  faithfully  executed 
>that  placemen  grew  into  disrepute.  As 
to  .the  allusion  to  hisnoUe  frtendnot  now 
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in  the  house  (lord  H,  Petty)  it  was  not  by 
his  own  request  he  had  been  nominated  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Finance ; 
but  that  appointment  had  taken  place 
specifically  under  the  direction  ot  the 
chair.  He  never  did  attend^  however,  and 
expressed  his  determination  not  to  attend, 
conscious  as  he  was,  that  he  was  disquali- 
fied by  the  office  be  held  from  being  a 
member  of  such  a  committee.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
had  been  a  member  of  that  committee ; 
and  he  recollected  a  reason  assigned  for 
not  naming  him  on  the  renewed  list  was, 
that  he  was  at  the  time  particularly  occu- 
pied with  other  matters,  on  the  fate  of 
which  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  congra- 
tulate himself.  He  agreed,  however,  in 
the  justice  of  that  observation,  and  thought 
that  independent  of  every  other  considera- 
tion, it  was  of  itself  a  suihcicnt  reason  why 
the  chairman  of  ways  and  means  should 
also  cease  to  be  a  ihember  of  it. 

Mr.  H.  Brtwrie  opposed  the  motion. 
There  was  a  narrow  and  vulgar  prejudice 
against  persons  in  place,  which  he  did  not 
wish  to  See  encouraged.  It  was  disparag- 
ing to  office,  it  was  disparaging  to  the 
country.  If  the  hon.  gent,  who  was  the 
object  of  this  motion,  were  to  be  removed 
from  the  committee  of  finance,  that  com- 
mittee would  lote  one  of  its  most  valuable 
members.  He  was  surprized  that  the 
hon;  gent,  should  have  mentioned  what 
had  occurred  in  the  committee.  With 
respect  to  the  transaction  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  it  was  a  questioii  of  small  import- 
ance, on  which  the  committee  happened 
to  be  equally  divided,  and  on  which  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  happened  to  be  on  one  side  rather 
than  on  the  other. 

The  Hon.  J,  W.  Ward  was  anxious  that 
it  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
this  proposition  was  the  spontaneous  act  of 
his  hon.  fi^end.  He  stated  this  merely, 
lest  he  should  be  suspected  of  having 
stimulated  him  to  make  a  motion,  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  tvhich  was,  to  appoint  him 
to  a  situation,  to  the  duiies  of  which  he 
felt  himself  incompetent.  With  respect 
to  the  subject  immediately  before  the 
house,  he  could  not  be  expected  to  oflfer 
any  opinion.  He  would  only  add,  that  if 
he  had  any  influence  with  his  hon.  iriend, 
he  would  recbmmend  to  him  to  withdraw 
hlstnotion,  or  at  least  not  to  press  it  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  PimsCnhf  could  not  help  expressing 
his  surprise  that  no  motion  could  come 
from  his  side  of  the  bouse  without  giving 
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ofience  to  individuals.  The  motion  of  Ms 
hon.  friend  appeared  to  him  to  have  been 
framed  with  all  possible  delicacy.  It  was 
not  to  expunge  the  name  of  Mr,  Wharton 
from  the  committee  of  finance,  but  that  he 
should  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  name 
from  it.  The  right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to 
place  great  reliance  upon  the '  argument 
drawn  from  the  elective  power  of  the 
house ;  but  was  there,  he  would  ask,  an 
instance  of  any  person  who  was  proposed 
to  fill  the  office  of  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  having  been 
rejectied  by  the  house  >  He  agreed  that  it 
was  proper  a  portion  of  certain  committees 
should  be  filled  by  persons  in  office  ;  bpit 
this  committee  was  of  a  very  peculiar  na- 
ture, of  a  constitution  entirely  difiering 
from  others.  Its  object  was  to  promote 
public  economy,  and  to  eflect  reform.  It 
Was  natural  that  a  person  in  the,  right  hon. 
gent.'s  situation  should  Feel  interested  in 
the  reports  of  this  committee  J  In  one  6f 
these  he  believed  he  was  v^ry  much  s6, 
for  it  was  a  report  of  that  committee  Which 
had  given  rise  to  what' was  called  in  that 
house  the  Reversion  bjll.  He  would  ad- 
mit that  a  person  in  the  chan*  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  might  fill  it  as 
uprightly  and  as  ably  as  possible,  ^nd  yet 
be  a  veiy  improper  pel^on  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  we  committee  of  finance.  Every 
membei*  of  that  committee  should  be  so 
situated  as  to  have  no  bias  upon  his  toind*; 
no  wish,  no  inclination  which  could  war|> 
his  judgment,  or  prevent  him  from  an  im- 
partial and  eonsciehtious  discharge  of  his 
duty.  The  right  hon.  gent,  knew  that  a 
person  coming  forward  to  'give  evidence  iii^ 
a  court  of  law,  if  interested  in  tbe  ^veht  to 
the  amount  of  half  ti  crown,  was  precfuded 
from  giving  testimony  fn  the  cause: 

Mr,  Biddulpft  rose  to  correct  a  tniscoii- 
ception  which  seemfed  to  prevail  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house.  He  did  not,  as  it 
was  said,  bring  forward  this  motion,  be- 
cause the  hon.  member  \vho  was  the  sub- 
ject of  it  had  outvoted  him  in  the  commit- 
tee of  finance,  but  it  was  because  that  hoh, 
member  had  scarcely  eVer  attended  th^t 
commiltee.  When  he  entered  it,  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to,  he  was  so  touch  a 
stranger,  that  the  clerk  applied  to  him  to 
know  whether  the  hon.  member  belonge'd 
to  the  eotnmittee.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  this  that  he  then  took  the  resolution  (o 
make  the  motion  he  now  proposed. — He 
denied  that  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
move  at  the  end  of  the  session,  that  no  re- 
muneiaticm  should  be  given  to  the  cha^« 
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man  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
It  was  po^ible,  however,  if  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  finance  should  turn  out 
as  he  expected^  that  in  another  session  he 
might  bring  forward  a  motion  to  that  ef- 
fect. He  had  been  catechized  as  to  his 
object  In  making  this  motion.  He  would 
leave  It  to  the  house  to  say  what  his  mo- 
tives were,  by  stating  what  they  were  not. 
His  object  was  not  to  march  round  the  vul- 
gar circle  by  which  men  rose  to  power ;  <o 
creep  from  popularity  to  place,  and  from 
.  place  to  apostac  V.  If  the  small  talents  he 
possessed  should  ever  be  thought  worthy 
of  being  employed,  they  should  be  at  the 
public  disposal ;  but  it  was  upon  this  con- 
dition alonej  that  he  did  not  participate 
in  the  public  emolument  in  any  shape 
.  whatever. — ^I'he  house  then  divided :  For 
the  motion  21 ;  Against  It  70 ;  Majority  49. 
[Petitions  against  the  Orders  in 
Council.]  The  house  went  into  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  further  of  the  Petitions 
against  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Stephens  proposed  to  adduce  evidence 
on  two  points  :  1st,  To  shew  that  the' ex- 
port trade  from  this  country,  to  the  conti- 
nent was  at  a  stand  anterior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Orders  in  Council:  2d,  That. the 
trade  of  this  country  was  greatly  ailected 
in  the  arlicje  of  insorance,  by  the  Berlin 
decree.     On  the  first  of  these  points,  he 
^proposed  to  examine  Mr.  John  Hall,  a 
ship-broker.     This  gentleman    was    ac- 
.  cordingly  called  In. .  In  the  course  of  Mr. 
Hairs   examination,    a   discussion    took 
place  on  the  propriety  of  a  question  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Whitbread  as  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the   witnesses  information,  re- 
.specting  certain  ships,  alleged  to  be  neu- 
trals, and  sequestered  by  virtue  of  the 
Berlin  decree. — ^After  some  further  obser- 
tiations  from  Messrs.  Rose,  Tierney,  Mar- 
riott^ the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Mr.  A.  Baring,  the  witness  was  called  in, 
*  and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Whitbread's  ques- 
.tiqu,  could  only  speak  to  his  belief.    The 
purport  of  his  remaining  evidence  went  to 
shew  the  reality  and  extent  of  the  injuries 
sustained  in  the  export  trade  to  the  conti- 
^nent,  in  consequence  of  the  Berlin  and 
^  other  decrees,  prior  to  issuing  the  Orders 
of  Council.— Other  wimesses  were  then 
examined,  and    the   house  resumed,  the 
.  chairman  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  on  X^ursday. 


HdUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

*  Wednesday,  April  6. 

[vFFicEs  iM  Reversion  Biu.] 


Mr, 


Bonibfiff,  if  no  objection  existed  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, was  anxious  that  the  order  for 
committing,  the  Reversion  bill,  which  was 
dropped  yesterday  in  consequence  of  there 
having  been  no  liouse,  should  be  taken  up. 
to  day,  and  that  the  bill  should  be  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  said,  he  should  be  the  last 
man  to  occasion  any  unnecessary  delay  in 
the  discussion  of  a  subject  that  had  excited 
so  much  of  the  attention  of  the  public, 
but  he  did  think,  that  in  proportion  to  its 
importance  it  should  be  entitled  to  a  fair 
and  adequate  consideration.  There  were 
several  gentlemen  no\^  absent  who  had 
taken  a  particular  interest  in  that  measure, 
and  who,  had  they  known  that  the  discus- 
sion would  have  come  on  to-day,  would 
have  attended  in  their  places  y  they  did 
not,  however,  think  that  it  would  have 
come  on,  nor  had  they  any  right  to  ex-/  < 
pect  it  would,  as  it  was  the  established 
usage  of  that  house,  whenever  an  order 
had  dropped,  not  to  revive  it  without  a 
specific  notice.  If  this  was  a  general  rule, 
it  should  hold  particularly  in  a  case  of 
such  importance  as  the  present.  The  bill 
in  question  had  deservedly  excited  a  great 
portion  of  the  public  interest ;  and  that 
interest  had  not  been  lessened  by  the  ru- 
mours that  had  been  so  very  prevalent, 
perhaps  unfounded,  but  not  altogether  dis- 
credited, that  the  great  principle  of  the 
bill  would  be  compromised.  He  was 
anxious,  therefore,  that  the  public  should 
be  satisfied  that  every  advantage  of  a  full, 
fair,  and  adequate  discussion,  had  been  af- 
forded to  the  measure.  He  hoped  that  on 
these  grounds  the  hon.  gent,  would  have 
the  goodness  to  let  the  order  for  going  in- 
to a  committee  stand  for  to-morrow,  and 
he  was  sure  that  his  hon.  friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  would  have  no  objection 
to  give  way,  by  postponing  his  motion 
that  stood  for  to-morrow,  to  a  future  day. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  was  rerv  far  from  being  disposed  to 
give  aiiy  obstruction  to  the  motion  of  his 
Hon.  firiend  ;  and  could  not  conceive  why 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down 
should  think  that  there  could  not  be  as 
full  and  as  ample  a  discussion  of  the  mea- 
sure, in  so  very  full  an  attend ancoj  as  at  a 
future  day.  However,  he  did  not  wish  to 
press  the  motion  at  present,  since  the  right 
hon.  gent,  seemed  to  think  it  would  be 
attended  with  so  much  inconvenience  to 
his  friends.  He  did  entirely  agree  with 
him^  that  the  bill  had  excited  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  public  atteiition ;  for  that  rea- 


Digitized  by  V:iOOQIC 


1517]  PARL.  DEBATES,  April  6, 

ton  he  was  most  anxious  that  the  least  de- 
lay possible  might  occur,  before  the  senti- 
ments of  that  house  upon  the 'subject,  in 
its  present  cii-cumstances,  should  go  forth 
to  the  country;  and  he  was  the  more 
anxious  on  this  ground,  because  a  very 
general  misunderstanding  had  arisen  with- 
t>ut  doors,  both  upon  the  measure  itself, 
and  the  late  proceeding  thereupon.  That 
OHsunderstanding  had  been  most  industri- 
t)usly  excited;  he  would  not  say  with 
what  view,  nor  from  what  motives,  but 
certainly  it  had  been  most  actively  disse- 
minated. For  himself,  he  was  free  to  de- 
clare what,  in  his  humble  opinion,  should 
be  the  main  object  of  that  house  in  its  fur- 
ther proceedings  on  this  measure ;  so  to 
arrange  and  model  the  bill,  that  they 
might  not  send  up  to  the  other  house  the 
same  bill  which  that  other  house  had  al- 
ready rejected ;  and  if  they  could  so  qua- 
lify the  bill  as  to  ensure  tne  concurrence 
of  the  other  house,  without  vitally  aiiect- 
ing  its  principle,  he  did  think  that  the 
house  in  that  case  would  have  accomplish- 
ed its  object  But  if  any  bill  which  had 
been  rejected  by  the  other  house  should 
be  again  sent  up  to  them,  gentlemen  must 
feel,  that  the  lords  would,  in*  that  case, 
jealously  assert  their  own  privileges,  and 
consult  their  honour  and  dignity  as  one  of 
the  houses  of  parliament,  in  rejecting  at 
once  any  attempt  to  force  upon  them  a 
measure  they  had  already  negatived.  He, 
for  his  part,  should  chearfully  accede  to 
the  proposition  of  his  hon.  friend  ;  but  at 
the  same  time,  if  it  would  be  so  inconve- 
nient to  the  right  hon.  gent,  now  to  go 
into  a  committee,  he  should  not  resist  any 
arrangement  for  mutual  accommodation. 

The  ^petubor*.  thought  it  necessary  to  ap- 
prize the'"hot^e,  that  no  order  being 
dropped  was  revived  of  course,  unless  a 
general  understanding  in  any  particular 
case  dispensed  with  the  general  usage  :  it 
was  otherwise  competent  for  any  hon. 
member  to  object  to  any  motion  grounded 
on  such  order.  ^ 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  he  should  be  go- 
verned by  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  and 
therefore  should  now  merely  move,  that 
the  house  do  to-morrow  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Tiemey,  before  the  question  was 
putj  wished  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite,  if  it  was  his  intention  to 
propose  m  the  committee  any  amendments, 
of  a  nature  so  important  as  to  affect  mate- 
rially the  principle  and  constitution  of  the 
bill  ?    H«  wiihedi  in  short  to  know  the 
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object  of  the  right  hoq.  gent.'s  amend « 
ments. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  in  any  amendments  he  might  feel  it 
his  duty  to  offer,  his  sole  object  would  be, 
to  prevail  upon  that  house  to  let  the  bill 
so  go  out  of  it  as  to  ensure,  as  far  as  could 
be  done,  the  concurrence  of  the  lords  ;  to 
make  the  bill  now  before  the  house  sub« 
stantively  dififerent  from  that  which  had 
been  already  rejected  by  the  upper  house. 
He  knew  not  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  suggest  any  amendment  to  the 
committee  ;  nor  was  he  at  all  anxious  to 
engraft  any  amendment  on  the  bill,  but  in 
the  way  and  for  the  purpose  he  had  al- 
ready stated. 

Mr.  Cakrdifi  really  felt  for  the  embar- 
rassment under  which  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  laboured. 
Having  given  notice  of  two  precise 
amendments,  be  thought  that  in  courtesy 
to  the  house,  and  in  justice  to  his  own  con- 
sistency, the  ri^ht  hon.  gent,  ought  to  ex« 
plain  his  intentions  more  specifically. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  could 
only  repeat  what  he  had  already  distinctly 
stated  on  the  subject,  with  respect  to  the 
principle  by  which  his  conduct  would  be 
regulated.  The  manner  in  which  it  would 
be  proposed  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the 
committee,  must  unquestionably  influence 
his  determination.  He  thanked  the  hon. 
gent,  for  his  kind  sympathy,  in  what  he 
was  pleased  to  term  his  embarrassment. 
He  was,  however,  conscious  of  no  embar- 
rassment ;  but  on  the  contrary,  believed, 
that  the  embarrassment  was  on  the  pa^rt  of 
the  hon.  gent,  and  his  friends,  who  were 
apprehensive  that  the  measure,  about 
which  they  professed  td  be  so  anxioils, 
should  go  to  the  house  of  lords  with  less 
obstruction  than  they  anticipated. 

Mn  Calcrqft  declared  it  was  his  most 
anxious  wish  that  the  bill  should  go  to  the 
lords  in  such  a  shape,  as  to  give  it  a  chance 
of  being  passed  by  their  lordships.  It 
was  on  that  account  that  he  was  glad  to 
find  the  hon.  mover  intended  to  limit  the 
operation  of  it  to  two  years.  He  could 
not  at  all  comprehend  the  right  hon.  gent. 

Mr.  Bmkes  trasted  that  his  conduct  in 
the  whole  of  this  transaction  would  be  fVee 
from  any  suspicion  that  he  would  admit  of  a 
dishonourable  compromise  on  the  subject. 
He  repeated  his  former  statements,  that  be 
had  never  in  the  most  remote  degree  aban^ 
doned  the  original  principles  in  which  he 
submitted  this  bill  to  the  home ;  he  hoped 
that  thft  house  would  netter  abandon  them ; 
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but  be  had  considered  himself  obliged  to 
give  up  for  a  time  a  part  of  those  princi- 
ples, in  order  to  do  as  much  as  he  could, 
since  he  could  not  do  all  that  he  wished. 

Mr.  Tierney  disclaimed  all  intention  of 
imputing  to  the  hon.  gent,  any  improper 
motives. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  thought  the  house  had 
not  been  fairly  treated  by  the  right  hon. 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  He  had 
.  formerly  stated  two  specific  amendments 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  nropose ; 
amendments  which  would  certainly  render 
the  bill  nugatory,  but  which  had  nothing 
on  earth  to  do  with  the  limitation  of  time 
in  the  operation  of  the  bill ;  and  now  the 
right  hon.  gent,  said,  that  he  should  be 
regulated  by  the  fiUinpf  up  of  the  blanks  in 
the  committee,  when  m  fact  there  was  but 
one  blank  in  the  bill,  and  that  blank  re- 
lated solely  to  the  limitation  of  time.  This 
bill  had  attracted  great  attention  through - 
cut  the  country.  It  was  a  bill  of  consi- 
derable public  moment,  and  that  had  been 
much  increased  by  the  manner  in  which  it 
iiad  been  opposed  in  the  other  house.  As 
the  house  of  commons  could  have  no  se- 
curity that  the  bill,  however  modified, 
would  be  agreed  to  by  the  house  of  lords, 
Jhe  thought  it  most  important  that  they 
should  at  least  preserve  tlieir  consistency, 
,even  at  the  hazard  of  giving  offence  to 
their  lordships ;  it  had  always  been  his 
intention,  therefore,  and  he  now  ibrraally 
notified  it,  when  the  bill  had  passed 
through  the  committee,  to  move  that  the 
limitation  of  time  should  be  led  out  alto- 
gether. For  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
bill  to  be  committed  to-morrow,  he  would 
cheerfully  postpone  his  motion  for  papers 
respecting  Russia  to  Friday. — ^The  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 
[Pauper  Lunatics.]  Mr.  C,  Wytme 
moved  for  l^ave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  care  and  maintenance  of  Pauper 
and  Criminal  Lunatics.  The  hon.  gent 
expatiated  with  much  feeling  on  the  mi- 
.sery  to  which  these  unfortunate  beings 
>  were  at  present  exposed.  It  s^peared  by 
the  returns  on  the  table,  that  there  were 
at  the  present  moment,  above  1800  pauper 
jand  criminal  lunatics,  confined  in  places 
where  they  were  precluded  from  all  pos- 
sible chance  of  recovery.  When  it  was 
known,  that  of  the  lunatics  in  Bedlam,  Sl 
Zjuke's,  &c.  about  half  were  annually  re- 
stored to  a  sane  state  of  mind,  the  consi- 
deration that  so  many  unhappy  wretches 
as  the  crin\inal  and  pauper  lunatics  should 
^6  doofoed  to. irremediable  misery  w^  a 


most  melanchol  V  one*  He  meant  to  pro- 
pose in  the  bill,  that  they  should  be  pro- 
perly taken  care  of  by  the  respective  pa- 
rishes to  which  they  belonged.  The  cn»- 
priety  of  extending  the  bill  to  IreWid 
and  Scotland  had  been  suggested  to  hus; 
but  as  in  those  parts  of  the  empire  paro- 
chial relief  was  not  afforded  to  the  lover 
classes,  some  measure  of  a  di^rent  de- 
scription must  be  devised  to  meliorate  tW 
condition  of  these  unhappy  wretches  is 
those  countries. 

Sir  J.  Nctvp(n:t  perfectly  agreed  with  bb 
hon.  friend  that  some  measure  was  lobdi'y 
called  for  in  Ireland,  to  relieve  the  distie^ 
of  the  pauper  and  criminal  lunatics,  tk 
imprisonment  and  treatment  of  whom/is 
that  country,  afibrded  a  most  disgractfoi 
spectacle.  He  could  never  be  reconciy 
to  the  grounds  on  which  the  bill  that  ke 
had,  himself,  submitted  to  the  house  oo  tks 
subject,  had  been  rejected. — ^L^ave  vh 
granted  to  bring  in  the  bill* 

HOUSE  OF  louds. 
Thursdc^,  April  7. 
[Jbsuits  Bark  Bill.]  On  the  Vetuka 
of  Mr.  de  Testat  against  the  Jesiuts  Bark 
bill,  Mr.  Campbell  appeared  as  counsel  iff 
the  petitioner,  and  stated  the  circumstancd 
under  which  Mr.  de  Testat  would  he  ^ 
great  sufferer  if  this  bill  was  carried  im^ 
effect;  and  several  witnesses  were  exa- 
mined in  support  of  the  petitioo.  Mr- 
Campbell  then  requested  till  to-morror> 
or  such  other  day  as  their  lordships  shoal<i 
please  to  appoint,  to  sum  up.  The  id 
chancellor  called  upon  him  to  sum  <;p 
now. — Lord  Grenville  suggested,  that  ^ 
fairness  and  justice  to  the  petitioBeritiioe 
should  be  given  till  to-morrow,  to  enabk 
the  learned  counsel  the  better  to  tw^^ 
the  evidence.-^Lord  Hawkesbury  saw  i» 
reason  for  delay ;  the  case  was  not  of  a 
complicated  nature,  and  did  not  in  ^ 
opinion,  require  any  further  pQst|raoeiDe^ 
— ^A  conversation  of  some  leneth  ensu^ 
in  which  lord  Holland  moved,  that  the 
counsel  shoukl  sum  vp  to*monow.  hsi 
Auckland  moved  as  an  amendment  ^^ 
the  counsel  should  be  called  upon  ^^ 
what  delay  he  asked,  and  the  reasoo^ 
askii^  it.  Tiiis  amendn^ent  was  opP^ 
by  lord  Hawkesbnry,  and  •W^^  7 
lords  Grenville  and  Ei^kine.  Theametfl; 
ment  was  negatived* — l!h&  house  theo  ^- 
vided  on  the  mainquedstion  for  hearing  »^ 
counsel  to-n)orrow :  CpfitentSi  13  •*  ^^' 
cont^nU,  32.    Miyority,  W.-JJr.  CaiDp- 
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bell  then  proceeded  briefly  to  $um  i^p  and 
comment  upon  the  evidence. — On  the 
question  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Earl  Bcuhurst  stated  the  object  of  thp 
bill,  which,  he  said,  had  been  miscalled  $t 
bill  of  privation,  as  it  went  to  allow  the 
exportation  of  bark  upon  certain  condi- 
tions. Information  had  been  received, 
that  the  French  government,  wishing  to  ob- 
tain a  supply  of  this  article,  had  given 
directions  that  this  article  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  French  ports,  although 
cominff  from  this  country,  provided  it 
formed  the  sole  cwgo  of  the  vessel.  It 
was  thought  a  little  too  much,  that  the 
enemy  should  not  only  obtain  this  article 
of  which  be  stood  in  need,  but  should  also 
obtain  it  upon  his  own  terms ;  and  there- 
fore this  measure  was  resorted  to,  in  order 
that  the  enemy  might  be  prevented  from 
obtaining  a  supply  of  this  article,  unless  be 
took  with  it  British  colonial  produpe,  or  Brir 
tish  manufactures.  He  could  not  conceive, 
therefore,  that  this  bill  was  liable  to  any 
of  those  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  it.  A  noble  and  learned  lord  h^, 
on  a  former  ni^bt,  urged  an  objection  to 
it  on  the  ground  of  religion ;  but  surely 
there  could  be  nothing  inconsistent  with 
the  dispensations  of  Providence  in  assist- 
ing and  promoting  human  industry. 

Lord  Erskine,  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ments of  the  npble  earl,  still  maintained 
the  opinion  which  he  before  urged,  that 
ibis  measure  was  contrary  to  the  dic- 
tates of  religion  and  the  principles  of 
humanity;  and  so  stronffly  did  be  feel 
upon  this  subject,  that  he  intended,  in 
case  the  house  agreed  to  the  bill,  to 
embody  the  reasons  which  operated  in  his 
mind  against  it  in  the  form  of  a  protest, 
that  they  might .  remain  upon  the  jour- 
nals of  the  house,  and  go  down  to  posterity. 
It  could  not  be  said  to  be  analogous  to  the 
case  of  a  siege^  because  there  the  ob- 
ject was,  in  forcing  the  besieged  to  endure 
priv?itions,  to  compel  them  to  surrender, 
by  which  they  might  put  aa  end  to  those 
privations;  but  by  this  measure,  sickness 
and  disease  were  to  be  bereft  of  a  medicine, 
which  was  an  effectual  remedy,  and  this 
without  aay  object  to  be  attained,  but  that 
of  distressmg  the  innocent  inhabitants  of 
the  continent.  Such  a  mode  of  warfare 
was  inconsistent  with  the  dictates  of  tjie 
christian  religion;  and  he  rejoiced,  that 
on  this  occasion,  the  reverend  prelates 
who  usually  attended  that  house,  did  not 
attend  to  vote  in  favour  of  this  iiieasure. 
As  tq  t^  in&i^ati^a  stated  by  tke  noble 
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earl  to  have  been  reipeived^ithat  haa$e  knew 
nothing  of  it,  ^nd  therefore  it  could  not 
form  a  ground  for  i^upparting  this  measure. 
Lord  Baringdon,  contended,  that  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  supplies  were  cut  off  from 
a  besieged  town  equally  applied  to  this 
measure,  and  to  the  measures  of  which  it 
formed  a  part :  and  be  thought  it  highly 
probable,  that  they  would  have  a  similar 
effect  with  the  cutting  off  supplies  from  a 
besieged  town,  within  a  period  not  longer 
even  than  some  of  the  sieges  during  the 
last  war,  by  forcing  the  enemy  to  repeal 
his  decrees  against  the  commerce  of  this 
country.  The  principle  of  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  bark,  was  not  here  in  qqesr 
tion ;  as,  under  the  operation  of  this  mea« 
sure,  France  misht  have  bark  if  sbe  phos^, 
that  is  to  say,  n  she  chose  to  take  aloi^ 
with  it  articles  of  British  manu&cture  of 
commerce. 

The  Earl  of  Albenrn^UythoWy  reprobated 
this  mea^ure^  which  he  considered  as  utter- 
ly indefensible,  it  being  contrary  to  th^ 
dictates  of  religion  and  the  principles  g^ 
humanity,  highly  impolitic,  and  at  tbp 
same  time  inefficacious,  even  in  the  view  qf 
Uiose  who  proposed  it.  WJiat  effect  could  it 
have  on  the  armies  of  France  ?  It  wa^  mere^ 
ly  to  operate  on  the  sick  and  disabled ;  it 
was  earring  on  war  with  hospitals,  and  not 
so  much  with  the  sick  and  disabled  soldiers^, 
as  the  innocent  peasant.  It  had  been  said  in 
a  former  debate  by  a  noble  lord,  that  if  we 
had  the  hands  of  Europe  against  us,  we 
had  with  us  the  hearts  of  many  of  its  in- 
habitants ;  but  if  this  measure  was  to  be 
carried  into  effect,  we  should  have  both  the 
hands  and  hearts  of  all  Europe  against  us* 
It  would  be  besides  of  no  avail :  there  was 
already  a  suf&cient  quantity  of  bark  on  the 
continent.  Tlie  noble  earl  quoted  the 
prices  of  Jesuits'  bark  in  Feb.  at  Paris,  to 
prove  that  it  was  not  higher  at  that  period, 
than  the  price  in  this  country.  This  bill 
therefore  could  not  haye  the  efiect  attribute4 
to  it  by  a  noble  lord,  of  operating  with  any 
compulsory  efiect  upon  the  enemy,  he 
having  already  a  sufficient  supply  of  this 
article ;  it  could  only  have  the  efiect  of 
displaying  a  principle  of  warfare  wholly 
inconsistent  with  those  feelings  .of  justice 
and  honour^  which  had  hitherto  formed 
distinguishing  features  in  the  British  cha/* 
racter. 

The  ^ailof  ^£$/mare/an(;{  contended,  that 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  when  in  ad- 
ministration, had  by  their  blockade  exi- 
cluded  bark,  as  well  ^s  other  things  {bark 
no:t  being  ej^cepted}^  fi:oja  the  continent^ 
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and  that  therefore  that  measure  must 
stand  upon  the  same  principle  as  the  pre- 
sent. When  the  noble  ionis  talked  of  the 
distress  inflicted  upon  the  enemy,  it  should 
be  recollected  that  the  enemy  had  by  his 
decrees  endeavoured  to  ruin  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  this  country,  and 
thereby  to  inflict  the  greatest  misery  upon 
thousands  of  persons  employed  in  them. 
Was  it,  then,  to  be  regarded  as  an  act  of 
inhumanity  to  prevent  him  from  obtaining 
an  articleof  which  he  stood  in  need,  unless 
he  took  with  it  a  portion  of  those  manufac- 
tures which  he  endeavoured  to  ruin  ?  Was 
it  not  rather  an  act  of  policy,  consistent 
with  and  required  by  the  interestvS  of  the 
country  ?  He  concluded  with  observing, 
that  the  arguments  of  the  noble  lords  on 
the  opposite  side,  tended,  as  they  had  done 
during  the  whole  sessions,  to  fiaivour  the 
views  of  the  enemy. 

Lord  Holland  combated  the  general 
principle  of  the  measure,  which  was  not 
calculated  so  much  to  affect  the  armies  of 
our  enemies,  as  to  distress  the  women, 
children,  and  peasantry,  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, in  which  countries  it  was  well  known 
with  what  care  and  humanity  the  land- 
holders made  it  their  business  to  provide 
their  tenantry  with  this  necessary  article. 
The  French  armies,  it  must  be  known  to 
every  one,  would  not  want,  so  long  as  a 
supply  was  to  be  had ;  it  must,  therefore, 
be  by  the  helpless  and  oppressed  inhabi- 
tants that  this  privation  would  be  chiefly 

Lord  Mul^aoe  vindicated  the  present 
bill  as  one  of  those  measures  which  were 
called  for  by  the  aggressions  of  our  enemy. 
If  he  would  resort  to  an  unusual  and  unau- 
thorised mode  of  warfere,  nothing  remain- 
ed for  us  but  to  follow  his  example,  and, 
by  retaliation,  to  compel  him  to  return 
into  the  common  and  established  track. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  could  not  for- 
bear noticing  the  highly  unparliament- 
ary conduct  of  the  noble  lord  who  bore 
his  majesty's  privy  seal,  in  charging 
noble  lords  on  that  side  of  the  house,  with 
having  made  it  their  business,  for  the  Ikst 
month,  to  do  nothing  else  but  repeat  the 
language  of  the  enemies  of  the  country. 
Such  language  viras  highly  indecorous  at 
any  time ;  but  it  was  still  more  so,  at  a 
moment  when  the  manufacturers  and 
merchants  of  the  country  were  «een  at 
their  lordships  bar,  professmg,  and  adduc- 
ing evidence  in  support  of  similar  argu- 
ments to  those  which  he  and  other  noble 
k>rds  had  maintained.    His  lordship  could 


not  believe  that  any  British  peer,  or,  in- 
deed, that  any  British  subject,  could  be 
found,  at  the  present  moment,  vile  enough 
even  in  idea  to  countenance  the  enemies 
of  the  country.  If  however  such  a  senti- 
ment could  be  imputed  to  any  one,  it  must 
be  to  those  who  could  support  an  adminis- 
tration capable  of  introducing  measures 
like  the  present. 

Lord  Rtdesdak  supported  the  bill,  as 
consistent  with  sotmd  policy,  and  the  law 
of  nature. 

Lord  Grenmlle  took  a  comprehensive 
'view  of  the  subject.  He  particularly  cau- 
tioned the  house  to  look  well  at  the  consi- 
deration they  were  to  receive  as  the  price 
of  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  the 
country.  The  assertion  of  the  noble  lord 
(Mulgrave)  that  we  were  entitled  to  resort 
to  whatever  species  of  warfare  might  be 
adopted  against  us,  he  confessed  surprized 
him  not  a  Tittle.  vWere  we,  if  at  war  with 
a  nation  of  Indians,  because  they  might 
scalp  our  men  who  fell  into  their  hands,  to 
retaliate  on  them  by  scalping  their  people 
in  return  ?  If  at  war  with  the  Persians,  and 
they  poured  poisoned  weapons  into  our 
tents,  were  we  too  to  poison  the  weapons 
with  which  we  fought  ?  If  they  poisoned 
our  streams  of  water,  were  we  to  retaliate 
by  poisoning  their  fountains  ?  If  they  em- 
ployed assassination  against  us,  were  we 
to  turn  our  swords  from  fair  and  honourable 
warfare,  to  match  them  in  deeds  of  trea- 
chery and  disgrace?  Sxxclx,  he  thanked 
God,  had  never  been  our  system  of  waging 
war ;  nor,  till  the  present  measures  were 
introduced,  had  we  ever  sacrificed  a  parti- 
cle of  our  national  character.  It  had  been 
remarked,  that  one  of  the  greatest  orna- 
ments of  the  city  of  Lyons  was  an  hospital 
for  the  sick  and  infirm ;  when  that  city 
was  attacked  by  Robespierre,  he  ordered 
his  cannon  to  be  directed  principally 
against  this  structure,  as  being  an  object 
the  destruction  of  which  gave  peculiar 
delight  to  his  sanguinary  and  inhuman 
disposition.  In  adopting  the  present  mea- 
sure, we  endeavoured  to  assimilate  our- 
selves to  that  monster  of  inhumanity ;  for 
what  else  was  the  present  bilh  but  a  can- 
non directed  against  the  hospitals  on  the 
continent?  The  bill,  however,  had  this 
additional  disadvantage,  that  it  was  com- 
pletely futile  and  inadequate.  So  that  all 
we  should  gain  by  the  measure  would  be, 
to  evince  the  inclination,  without  possess- 
ing the  power,  to  do  evil.  k 

The  JLard  Chancellor,  iii  answer  to  the 
noble  lord  who  spdse  last«  referred  to  an 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 325]     PARL.  DEBATES,  Aphil  7, 1 808.— 


act  of  the  administration  iof  which  that  no- 
ble lord  was  a  member^  by  which  the  im- 
portation of  provisions  into  France  was 
prohibited^  and  asked^  if  it  was  possible 
for  any  person  to  have  acquiesced  in  that 
measure,  and  yet  to  argue  as  the  noble 
.  lord  had  done  against  that  now  under  con- 
sideration ? 

Lord  Hawkesbwy  defended  the  bill  with 
great  force  and  animation.  He  contended, 
that  in  noTespect  was  it  inconsistent  with 
justice  and  humanity,  or  sound  policy,  but 
conformable  to  the  practice  of  this  country 
at  all  times.  The  present  meiasure  was  but 
.  aiink  in  the  series  of  measures  which  had 
.  been  imperiously  called  for,  by  the  urgent 
necessity  of  retaliation,  and  of  the  agency 
of  every  means  that  could  bring  the  enemy 
to  a  sense  of  his  own  blind  violence  and 
.  injustice ;  in  short,  it  was  one  which  pro- 
mised to  operate  the  salvation  of  the  coun- 
try— an  eiiect  which  experience  already 
began  to  prove  had  taken  place  to  no  small 
extent.  As  to  the  charges  of  inhumanity 
.and  cruelty  which  were  affixed  to  the 
measure  by  the  noble  lords  opposite,  he 
could  not  but  be  surprised  to  hear  them 
from  the  lips  of  the  noble  baron  (Grenville), 
who  was  himself  the  author  of  a  measure 
.in  1794,  which  evidently  tended  to  starve 
the  population  of  France  without  any  dis- 
tinction. 

Lord  Rossfyn  could  not  help  making  this 
observation  ;  that  the  price  at  which  bark 
bad  been  procured  for  the  British  army  in 
1 805,  was  only  one  shilling  lower  than  that 
at  which  it  was  known  to  be  now  selling 
at  Paris.  What,  then,  could  be  expected 
from  the  pressure  which  it  was  likely  to 
produce  on  the  enemy  ? 

The  question  was  now  eagerly  called 
for,  and  the  house  divided  on  the  third 
readingof  the  bill.  Contents,  54;  Proxies, 
50 — 110:  Non-contents,  22;  Proxies, 
22 — 44  :  Majority,  66. 

Lord  Grenville  presented  a  clause  by 
way  of  rider,  with  a  view  to  indenmify  iur 
dividuals,  who  should  be  injured  by  the 
bill.  Lord  Hawkesbury  opposed  the  clause, 
as  laying  down  a  bad  precedent.  It 
was  rejected  without  a  division. — ^The  bill 
was  then  passed. 

[Protest  against  the  Jesuits  Bark 
Bill.]  ''Dissentient;  1.  Because  the  je- 
.suits'  bart  the  exportation  of  which  is 

f  prohibited  by  this  bill,  has  been  found  by 
ong  experience  to  be  a  specific  for  many 
dangerous  diseases  which  war  has  a  ten- 
dency to  spread  and  to  exasperate  ;  and 
because  to  employ  as  an  engiae  of  war  the 
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privation  of  the  only  remedy  for  some  of 
the  greatest  sufferings  which  war  is  capa- 
ble of  inflicting>  is  manifestly  repusnant 
to  the  principles  of  the  christian  religion, 
contrary  to  humanity,  and  not  justified  by 
any  practice  of  civilized  nations. — 2.  Be- 
cause the  means  to  which  recourse  has 
been  hitherto  had  in  war,  have  no  analogy 
to  the  barbarous  enactment  of  this  bill ; 
inasmuch  as  it  is  not  even  contended  that 
the  privation  to  be  created  by  it  has  any 
tendency  whatever  to  self-defence,  or  to 
compel  the  enejny  to  the  restoration  of 
peace;  the  only  legitimate  object  by 
which  the  infliction  of  the  calamities  of 
war  can  in  any  case  be  justified.— S.  Be* 
cause  the  only  possible  answer  to  these 
objections  is,  that  the  bill  will  not  produce 
the  privation  which  is  held  forth  as  its 
ostensible  object,  inasmuch  as  the  Jesuits 
bark  may  be  exported  under  licences  from 
the  crown ;  but  such  an  answer  would 
only  prov«  the  bill  to  be  wholly  useless  to 
its  purposes,  whilst  it  would  still  leave  in 
its  full  operation  the  odious  precedent  of 
having  resorted,  in  cold  blood,  for  the 
mere  speculative  sale  of  our  manufactures,  ' 
even  to  the  possible  infliction  of  miseries 
not  to  be  vindicated  but  by  the  view  of 
self-preservation,  or,  in  the  extremities  of 
war,  directed  to  that  justifiable  object — 
4.  Because,  as  no  scarcity  of  the  Jesuits^ 
bark  appears  to  exist  in  France,  and  as, 
in  the  contrary  case,  no  possible  exertion 
on  the  part  of  this  country  could  efiectu- 
ally  prevent  its  impoitation  into  the  numer- 
ous ports  under  the  dominion  or  controul 
of  the  French  government,  the  bill  appears 
to  us  to  be  grossly  vicious  in  principle, 
whilst  it  is  absolutely  nugatory  in  prac-* 
tice,  and  therefore  in  every  point  of  view, 
disgraceful  and  absurd. — 5.  Because  if  it 
were  even  just,  expedient,  w  practicable, 
to  force  the  importation  of  our  manufac-^ 
tures  upon  our  enemies,  by  withholding 
the  Jesuits'  bark  but  upon  condition  of  their 
permitting  such  importation,  that  princi-* 
pie  should  have  been  distinctly  expressed 
in  the  bill,  and  the  conditions  specifically 
declared  in  it,  instead  of  vesting  in  tlis 
crown  an  arbitrary  discretion  to  dispense 
with  the  prohibition  by  licences,  a  power 
destructive  of  the  equality  of  British  com- 
merce, and  dangerous  to  the  freedom  of 
the  British  constitution.  (Signed,)  Erskinct 
Chohnondeley,  Upper  Ossory,  Bedford, 
Ponsonby,  (earl  of  Besboroush),  Albe^ 
marie,  Ponsonby,  (of  Immokilly),  Essex, 
Carrington,  Grenville,  Rosslyn,  Lauder^ 
dale,  Clifton,  (earl  of  Damley.)" 
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0OU$E  OP  COMMONS. 

Thtandegy  Aprii  7. 

[Assessed  Taxks  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
ti^lior  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  for  the  second  residing  of  the 
Assessed  Ta^res  bill. 

Mr.  Biddulph  begged  to  can  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hoose  to  this  bill,  which  was 
about  to  pass  without  that  degree  of  notice 
^ich  its  importance  tiequired.  This  bill 
went  tb  repeal  all  the  existing  Assessed 
Tat^,  and  to  grant  others  in  lieu  thereof, 
^d  Us  the  constitutional  mode  of  proceed- 
ing had  tiot  been  taken  with  respect  to  it, 
and  no  parliamentary  ground  had  beeki 
laid  for  the  imposition  of  new  taxes,  how- 
ever uhnusual  it  was  to  take  such  a  course, 
he  should  oppose  the  further  progress  of 
the  bill,  unless  Some  satisfactory  ground 
should  be  shewn  in  support  of  the  measurie. 
The  forms  of  the  house  were  the  bonsti- 
tutiohal  barriers  against  innovations,  such 
as  this  itieasure ;  and  he  should  therefore 
oppose  the  measure,  unless  a  constitutional 
ground  should  be  laid  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Huskissm,  not  understanding  what 
the  faon.  gent,  meant  by  constitutional 
ground,  begged  to  state  to  the  house  the 
jgtounds  upon  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
Sad  brought  forward  this  measure.  The 
.  house  would  be  aware  that  it  was  due  to 
the  pobliti  creditor,  when  an  addition  was 
fUade  to  the  public  debt,  to  make  a  pro*- 
Vision  for  the  interest  and  fcharges  accru- 
ing frdm  such  an  addition.  It  Would  bfe 
recolletted  that  a  sum  of  four  millions  of 
l^checjUer  bills  had  been  funded  in  the 
t»>urse  of  the  present  Session,  the  charge 
for  interest  and  si'tiking  fund  tipdti  which 
amounted  to  252,OGOf.  The  sum  to  be 
raisfed  by  the  bill  before  the  house  vr^ 
something  more  than  100,000/.  as  part  of 
the  ways  and  means  for  dofriijriAg  thfe 
ch|trg6  alluded  tb  ;  as  the  Assessed  Ta^^es 
were  to  be  collected  frdm  the  5th  of  April 
it  Was  desirable,  however,  small  as  the 
addition  might  be>  to  bring  forward  the 
proposition  in  time,  so  that  the  house 
might  be  aware  of  the  exteht  of  it.  As 
be  was  on  hi^  legs  he  took  bccasion  to 
state,  that  th<fere  \^as  a  dause  in  the  bill 
fdr  reducing  the  allowance  of  poundage 
to  the  colffectbrs  one  fourth,  by  Vi^hich 
there  Would  be  a  saving  tb  thte  public  of 
fifteen  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Biddufph  was  not  satisfied  witb  the 
e^bnation  df  th^  hon.  gent,  who  had 
not  communicated  any  thing  but  what  the 
house  knew  1)^f6re.  Parliament  was  A 
great  counicil  of  finance  to  the  goveiiim^t. 


[1328 

and  ought  to  be  constitutionabYy  consulted 
upon  all  subjects  of  ne#  laXes.  It  was 
from  a  conviction,  that  so  far  as  related  to 
the  252,000/.  the  annual  charge  upon  the 
fVindted  exchequer  bills,  no  new  taxes  were, 
necessary,  as  he  could  shfew,  and  on  that 
account  he  should  oppose  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the  bill. 

The  Ch&nctHor  cf  the  Exchequer  was  not 
sensible  pf  any  unconstitutional  circum- 
stance connected  with  this  measure.  If 
the  hon.  gent  believed  that  he  could  point 
out  a  mode  of  providing  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  of  the  addition  to  the  public 
debt,  without  new  taxes,  that  was  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  his  taking  the  course  he 
adopted,  or  preferring  his  own  suggestion. 
But  the  house  must  expect  that  the  hoil. 
gent,  should  state  his' proposition  before 
it  would  interfere  with  the  p^gress  of  the 
measure.  It  was  desirable,  if  &e  bill  was 
to  pass  in  the  present  session^  thdt  it  ishould 
be  passed  with  all  convenient  expedition. 
When  the  bill  should  go  into  the  com- 
mittee, the  hon^  gent,  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  any  suggestion  that 
occurred  to  him  upon  it.  I^t  the  housb 
would  not  interrupt  the  progress  of  the 
bill  upon  the  bare  assertion  of  any  hon. 
toeraber,  that  there  was  a  Something  pre- 
ferable to  the  bill,  which,  upon  another 
occasion,  he  would  state  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Tlemey  observed,  that  the  house 
had  not  been  called  upon,  on  this  occasiori, 
to  vote  new  taxe^.  The  notice  referred 
merely  to  regijlation.  As  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  had  before  voted  regulations  under 
the  pretence  of  duty,  he  now  voted  duties 
under  the  pretence  of  regulation.  He 
would  not  say  that  this  was  absolutely 
smugglmg  the  measure,  but  certainly  the 
proper  course  had  not  been  taken.  His 
majesty's  speech  had  congratulated  the 
housfe  diat  a  mode  had  been  discovered  by 
which  the  public  service  could  be  carried 
on  without  any  atdditibnal  taxes  ;  and  yet 
the  right  hoti.  gent,  had  proposed  a  new 
and  heavy  tax,  withoilt  notice  of  his  in- 
tl^ntion  in  that  particular;  withbut  laying 
^y  grbutid  for  it,  And  vHthout  having 
brou^tfoi^rd  the  budget  in  the  usual 
way.  He  merely  disputed  the  re^larity 
at  preslent,  but,  whatever  niode  might  ul- 
timately tiim  otit  to  be  the  proper  doe,  he 
thought  there  Were  good  reasons  for  de- 
laying the  progress  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  iff  the  Exche^M^,  that 
the  design  of  the  bill  was  to  regulate  thfe 
collection  of  these  taxes,  to  lower  the  rajtes 
In-  some  tases,  ahd  rdise  thtffti  in  o&ers. 
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and  he  saw  no  objection  to  the  mode  that 
had  been  adopted.  Sufficient  time  would 
be  given  to  examine  it  when  it  came  into 
the  cpmpiittee.. 

Dr.  Laurence  observed,  that  the  objec- 
tion was  to  the  principle,  and  not  to  the 
specific  bill.  Money  Was  to  be  raised  to 
answer  a  new  charge  on  the  consolidated 
fund,  without  any  statement  in  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  that  it  was  for 
that  object.  The  whole  that  was  wanted 
for  the  year  ought  to  be  brought  under  the 
review  of  the  house  at  once,  in  order  that 
it  might  judge  whether  any,  and  what 
taxes  were  necessary. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  great  principle 
was,  not  to  allow  the  ways  and  means  to 
exceed  the  supply,  and  this  principle  was 
not  violated  in  the  present  instance.  The 
consolidation  act  went  a  great  deal  further 
than  this  bill/  and  yet  no  objection  had 
been  made  to  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  phseryed,  that  the  notice 
which  had  been  given  of  the  design  to  lay 
this  duty  was  not  at  all  sufficient,  even  in 
point  of  fairness  to  those  who  were  to  be 
subject  to  it.  There  was  certainly  no  oc- 
casion for  any  particular  haste,  in  providing 
for  the  interest  of  the  four  millions,  consider- 
ing the  flourishing  state  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  as  stated  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side.  As  to  the  consolidation  act, 
he  recollected  that  there  had  been  a  great 
outcry  among  the  public  that  taxation  was 
carried  on  under  cover  of  consolidation. 
This  bill  was  less  extensive  in  its  ppera- 
tiop,  but  both  were  liable  to  strong  objec- 
jections.  No  injury  would  result  from 
delaying  this  bill.-^The  Bill  was  then  read 
a  second  time. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  Mr. 
Bankes  moved  the  commitment  of  the  Offi- 
ces in  Reversion  bill. 

Lord  Ossuiskm  rose,  and  spoke  for  some 
time  ;  but  so  inaudibly,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  collect  even  the  general  pur- 
port of  what  he  said.  He  seemed  to  ar- 
gue against  the  amendments  of  which  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  given 
notice. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  H.  Thornton  having  taken  the  chair 
of  the  committee, 

Mr.  Bankea  rose,  and.  requested  leave 
to  remind  the  committee  of  thq  situation 
in  which  they  now  stood,  from  the  former 
bill  having  been  rejected  by  the  lords* 
They  were  thereby  precluded,  in  point  of 
form;  from  bringing  forward  exactly  the 
same  measure  this  session.  It  was  on 
Vol.  X. 


this  account,  that  he  had  brought  in  a  bill' 
with  a  limitation  in  point  of  time.     If  this 
was  carried,  it  would  at  least  secure  one 
object,   namely,  the   prevention  of  any 
new   grant   during    the    limited    period, 
which  might  adect  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee.      With  respect  to  the  great 
measure  of  absolutely  restricting  the  crown 
from  granting  Offices  in   Reversion,  his 
object  was  now  to  proceed  in'  the  most 
conciliating  manner  possible,  witliout  sa- 
crificing the  principle  of  the  measure.    In 
opening  his  views  as  to  the  limitation  of 
time,  he  thought  it  in  vain  to  propose  a 
longer  peribd  than  that  which   had  been 
proposed  in  the  house   of  lords.      This, 
period  (two  years)  was  too  short  in  his 
opinion;  but  if  he  ^vere  to  introduce  a 
longer  period,  he  rather  feared  it  would 
(Sit  off  all  chance  of  the  passing  of  the 
bill,  and  disturb  the   harmony  of  the  two 
houses.     But  it  had  been  suggested   to 
him,  that  this  period  of  two  years  would 
be  the  most  oiiensive  that  could  be  intro- 
duced, for  it  was  exactly  that  which  the 
lords  themselves  had  rejected.     This  con- 
sideration had  determined   him  to   relin- 
quish  this  period,  and   to   propose  one 
which  he  hoped  would  be  equally  useful, 
without  subjecting  the  bill  to  so   much 
risk.  He  intended,  therefore,  that  the  blank 
should  be  filled  up,   with  a  provision  that 
the  bill  should  be  in  force  for  one  year 
from  the  passing  of  the  act,  and  from  the 
close  of  that  period  to  the  end  of  six  weeks 
from  the  commencement  of  the  subsequent 
session  of  parliament.    This  would  secure 
the  remaining  part  of  the  present  session, 
the  whole  of  the  next  session,  and  six, 
weeks  of  the  session  following.     He  hoped 
the  house  would  be  satisfied  with  this  at 
present,  with  the  understanding,  that  they 
gave  up  no  part  of  the  principle  ;  but 
still   looked  forward  to  the  further  ob- 
ject of  having  the  measure  rendered  per- 
manent.    The  term  would  be  sufficient  for 
some  of  the  purposes  which  the  committee 
had  in  view,  and  therefore  was  applicable 
to  the  situation  in  which  the  house  had 
been  placed.     He  had   heard   that  some 
objection  had  been  taken,  on  the  ground 
that  the  reaso&S'for  the  bill  had  not  been 
stated  in  the  preamble.     In  the  spirit  of 
conciiiatio{|^t'^hich  he  wished  to  preserve, 
he  would  GBOve  that  it  should  be  stated  in 
the  preamble,  that  the  measure  was  con- 
nected with  something  at  present  pending 
in  the   house  of  commons,  and  that  the 
words;  '  suspended   for  a  limited  time,' 
should  be  substituted  for  the  absolute  pro- 
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hibition.  He  hoped  the  right  hoti«  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would  see 
that  he  was  disposed  to  eo  every  possible 
length  far  the  sake  of  harmony*  His 
rig(it  hon.  friend  had  before  stated^  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  measure, 
though  he  did  not  think  it  of  much  con- 
sequence. The  object  of  the  amendments 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  must  there- 
fore have  been  to  render  the  measure  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  was  before,  so  that  it 
ihight  meet  with  no  opposition  in  point  of 
form.  As  the  alteration  which  he  pro- 
]6osed  would  answer  the  intended  purpose, 
he  hoped  his  right  hon.  friend  would  not 
.persist  in  his  amendments,  which  he  could 
not  Agree  to. 

The  Chancdlw  qf  the  Exchequer  was  un- 
willing that  the  house,  in  pursuit  of  the 
measure  which  it  thought  necessary  to  be 
Adopted  on  this    occasion,  should  send 
back  to  the  loi*ds  a  bill  so  entirely  similar 
to  that  they  had  before  rejected,  that  their 
concurrence  could  not  possibly,  with  any 
regard  to  their  forms  or  consistency,  be 
expected.     On  this  ground,  he  had,  on  a 
former  niefht,  when  his  hon,  friend  pro- 
posed a  bill  similar,  if  not  altogether  the 
same  as  that  so  recently  rejected   in  the 
upper  house,  intimated  in  what  respects 
he  considered  the  mode  adopted  by  his 
hon.  friend  improper.    He  admitted  then, 
as  well  as  now,  that  the  limitation  in  point 
6f  time,  proposed  by  a  noble  friend  of  his 
(lord  Hawkesbury)  in  the  other  house, 
had  his  entire  concurrence.     He  there- 
fore could  have  no  objection  to  that  fea- 
ture of  the  bill  now  before  the  house, 
otherwise  than  as  beins  conveyed  in  a 
manner  in  which  it  could  not  be  expected 
to  pass  the  other  house.  .  He  had  at  that 
time  mtimated  his  intention  of  proposing 
a  clause,  the  object  of  which  was  entirely 
mistaken.     Understanding  that  one  great 
ground  of  complaint  against  grants  in  re- 
version was,  that  the  want  of  notoriety 
attending  them  was  likely  often  to  give 
occasion  to  their  being  given  to  improper 
persons,  he  suggested  as  a  remedy,  that 
every  future  grant  of  the  kind  should  be 
published  in  the  gazette.     This  propo- 
sition for  regulating  the  mode  of  granting, 
was  supposed  to  imply  a  determination 
that  grants  in  reversion  shotild  be  made, 
Whereas  the  object  of  the  committee  of 
finance  was  to  keep  every  office  as  free 
and  open  as  posnble  to  any  reform  they 
might  think  proper  to  intiodiice.     Hts 
proposition  was  by  no  means  intended  to 
unpede  this  object;  but  having  been  so 


misunderstood,   and   misrepres^ntedi   he 
should  abandon  it.    He  was  glad  to  find 
that,  so  far,  at  least,  he  proceeded  v^ith 
the  general    approbation  of   the  house. 
With  the  alteration  in  the  preamble  also> 
he  ffladly  coincided,  as  it  tell  in  with  the 
wish  of  presenting  a  new  measure  to  the 
other  house.    TIm5  former  bills  proposed 
to  abolish  grants  in  reversion  altogether. 
The  present  proposed  only  to  suspend  the 
exercise  of  that  part  of  the  prerogative 
for  a  time  to  be  limited.  Thus  the  present 
bill  was  different  from  the  otheris  in  sub- 
stance and  form.    Whether,  after  all,  the 
measure  was  likely  to  be  supported  in  the 
lords  so  as  to  pass  that  house,  it  was  not 
for  him  to  say  \  but  he  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  the  friends  of  the  taeasure,  and 
on  the  fi-iends  of  the  cordiality  of  both 
houses,  to  avoid  framing  it  so  that  there 
would  be  obvious  ground  of  objection  on 
the  face  of  it,  and,  conseauently,  very 
little  probability  that  it  would  pass.     On 
these  grounds,  de  approved  of  the  measure 
as  it  was  now  proposed  by  his  hon.  friend, 
and  forbore  to  press  the  amendments  he 
had  on  a  former  night  suggested.     He  had 
had  some  other  amendments  also  in  view, 
all  tending  to  the  same  effect,  of  making 
the  measure  more  acceptable  to  the  lords^ 
by  coming  in  a  new  shape ;  but  he  con- 
fessed, that  the  course  pursued  by  his  hon; 
friend,  on  mature  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances  and  all  the  reasons  con- 
nected with  the  general  principle,  ren- 
dered   these    amendments    unnecessary^ 
His  opinion  of  the  bill    itself  was  not 
changed.      He  neither  saiw  those  great 
benefits  which  some  supposed  likely  to 
result  from  it,  in  point  of  public  econo- 
my ;  nor  did  he  see  that  aan^  to  the 
prerogative  which  existed  in  the  appre- 
hensions of  some  of  the  lords.    So  fiir  as 
it  was  represented  to  the  public,  that  any 
great  diminution  of  its  burdens  could  be 
effected  by  the  retrenchment  of  these 
offices,  the   promise  was    delusive,   a'ud 
would  be  attended  with  great  disappoint- 
ment; to  that  representation,  therefore, 
he  wished  to  be  no  party.     On  the  other 
hand,  with  respect  t6  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  though  some  alteration  mighl 
be  made  by  the  bill  for  the  present,  by 
tdcing  away  the  liberty  of  makifig[  i^rats 
in  reversion,  yet,   when  the  offices   Mi 
grftnted  should  fall  in,  th«  pow^of  th^ 
crown,  tft  that  respect,  W6u1d  be  increased 
rficther  than  dtminished*    He  was  of  opi* 
aion,  that  grants  in  reversion  w^ve  <ofi;eti  a 
cheap  mode  of  rewarding  public  -service. 
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which  wou]d -otherwise  be. to  be  r^Bwarded 

by  actual  and  immediate  remiineration^ 

at  thp  public  expense.    Yet,  with  this 

opinion,  be  thought  it  desirable  that  the 

bil)  should  pass  both  houses  of  parliament, 

because  public  notice  had  been  attracted 

to  it;  and  many  members  of  that  house,  as 

.\veU  as  a  great  portion  of  the  public  out 

.of  doors,  looked  upon  it  as  essential,  in  a 

high  degree ;  ^d  though  he  did  not  look 

upon  it  in  that  view,  he  thought  so  general 

.a  feeling  ought  to  be  gratified,  when  no  mis- 

^chief  could  result  therefrom.  In  this  yie\y, 

he  fell  in  with  the  propositiops  of  his  hon. 

.friend  ;  and  his  reason  for  not  declaring 

.himself  last  night  was,  that  he  panted  to 

be  ii^fprpfied  of  the  precise  coi^rse  his  hon. 

friend  wpuld  tal^e. 

Mr*  Whithread  could  ^lot  help  making  a 
fei?f  observations  upon  what  had  fallen 
. from  th^  light  hop.  the  c^^cellor  of  the 
.exc}icjq\ier.  He  beg^n  with  dping  him 
.the  justice  to  say,  that  he  had  atted  with 
perfect;  consistenpy  throughput  the  whole 
course  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  pre- 
sent measure,  because  he  b^d  professed  it 
.to  be  his  opinion,  froip  the  beginning,  ths^t 
littl<e  advantage  was  likely  to  be  derived 
from  it. .  lie.  had  ^11  alopg  contended,  s^s 
he  had  dpne  this  eveping,  that  little  bt^pefit 
was  to  bO'^pected  frpm  it  in  the  way  qf 
economical  reform,  and  th^t  thos^  who 
held  it  up  as  a  desirable  measure  ip  this 
point  of  view,  either  completely  misunder- 
stood or  misrepresented  it.  Jle  (Mr.  W.) 
did  not  think  that  it  would  be  productive 
of  much  present  good,  but  he  did  think 
that  it  might  be  productive  of  gveat  ulti- 
mate good.  The  burdens  which  the  peo- 
ple had  to  support  were  various  in  their  |ia- 
Xwxe,  there  w^re  burdens  of  feeling  as  well 
^  burdens  of  taxation^  ^d  to  their  feel- 
ings it  would  certainly  prove  no  small 
alleviation. — ^Tlie  hon.  gent,  expressed  bis 
satisfaction  that  the  rt.  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  abandoned  his  apiend- 
ments ;  from  whatever  motiye  be  had  been 
induced  to  do  it,  whether  from  a',  proper 
.deference  to  the  sense  of  the  people,  or 
from  the  recommendation  of  the  higher 
classes  of  the  people,  or  from  the  advice 
of  soipe  of  his  colleague?  iq  office.  .  From 
whatever  motive  he  had  dgpe  it,  he  re- 
joiced at  it,  becaM9e  the  amendinent^  had 
they  beeiji  introduped  iiito  the  bill,  would 
jiave  rendered  it  wotse  than  np^atpry. 
They  h^d  no  more  cpnnef^tion  with  the 
limitation  of  time,  than  with  any.  other 
^ulyect  to  which  rt^y  weight  h?iYe  be^ii  ap- 

jpjif4\   Th€  6r§t,  which  related  iQ  giyipg 


notice  of  th^  intention  of  granting  an 
office  in  the  gazette,  it  would  have  been 
easy  to  evade  by  giving  that  notice  in  the 
interval  of  the  prorogs^tion  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  the  other,  that  they  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  reform,  it  would  be 
impossible  fairly  to  carry  intoeilect,  with- 
out either  doing  injustice  to  individuals,  or 
giantingthem  a  compensation  for  the  injury 
they  luigbt  sustain,  out  of  the  public  mq- 
ney.  These  amendments,  however,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  was  ready  to  drop,  and  he 
now  seemed  anxious  only  to  pass  the  bijl 
in  such  a  shape  as  might  not  give  ollence 
to  the  other  house  of  parliament,  stand- 
ing there  as  the  advocate  and  guardian  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  lords; 
though,  considering  his  situation,  he  (Mr. 
.  W.)  thought  that  it  would  have  been  fully 
as  becoming  in  him  to  have  as-serted  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  commons.  He 
certainly  deprecated^  as  much  as  any  per- 
son, a  misunderstanding  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature ;  but^  if  such  a 
misunderstj^nding  could  only  be  avoidefi 
by  a  surrender  of  the  privileges  of  th^t 
house,  he  confessed  that  he  would  choose 
rather  the  former  than  the  latter  part  of  t^e 
alternative.  The  right  hon.  gent,  tpo,  as- 
sumed in  argument  what  he  certainly  did 
not  shew,  and  what  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  far 
from  being  convinced  of,  that  if  the  biJl 
passed  the  bouse  of  commons  in  its  present 
shape,  it  would  have  the  concurrence  qf 
the  lords.  So  far  was  he  from  being  con>- 
vinced  of  this,  that  fron^  the  record  whicli 
he  now  held  in  his  hand  of  what  bad 
passed  in  the  other  house  of  parliament 
upon  the  former  bill,  he  was  inclined  to 
draw  a  conclusion  directly  the  reverse. 
From  these  minutes,  he  saw  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  had  been  objected  tq  by 
a  majority  of  their  lordships,  and  that  a 
protest  had  been  drawn  up  and  signe4  by 
certain  lords  eifpressly  against  this  prin^ 
ciple.  The  right  hon.  gent,  said  that  an 
an>endment  had  been  moved  by  a  noble 
friend  of  his  (lord  Ilawkesbury)  with  his 
concurrence.  But,  after  having  assented 
to  the  bill  tp  its  full  extent  in  the  house  pf 
commons,  it  \ypuld  have  been  but  respect- 
ful in  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  have  con- 
sulted the.  hpu^^  before  giving  his  assent 
to  such  an  a|nendment,  or  certainly  he 
OQght  at  least  to  have  consulted  his  col* 
]eagpes  befpfe  he  gave  his  support  to  the 
bill  with^fit  limit^j^ion  of  time.  Su};,  it 
iya§  n^aterial  that  th^  house,  of  commons 
should  be  aiyare^  that  th^  same  lords  y^m 
fctac)  vojte^  agaipst  the  ppjacijUe  of  the  hUl 
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'  likewise  voted  against  the  amendment ; 

'  and  that  bis  majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vant was  left  in  a  minority  in  the  upper 
house,  ranged  with  the  opposition  against 
the   princes  of  the  blood,  and  those  who 

*  supported  them.  Upon  what  ground  now, 
tlierefore,  he  should  oc  glad  to  hear,  would 
the  present  bill  not  meet  the  same  fate 
with  the  other  ?    He  knew  that  in  the 

*  other  house  there  were  a  variety  of  little 
implements  (alluding  to  the  proxies), 
which  might  be  shifted  backward  and  for- 

'  ward,  so  as  to  bring  the  king's  ministers  a 
second  time  into  a  minority,  and  to  aiibrd 
a  new  triumph  to  a  party  more  powerful 
than  the  administriation. — Mr.  Whitbread 
here  recapitulated  the  fortunes  of  the  mea- 
sure from  the  firgt  time  that  it  was  propos- 
ed down  to  the  present  day.  In^'tne  late 
parliament  the  house  of  coropdons  passed  a 
resolution,  founded  upon  a  report  of  the 
committee  of  finance,  for  an  address  to 
the  king,  praying  no  offices  might  in  fu- 
ture be  granted  in  reversfion,  and  a  bill  was 
•"brought  m  to  affix  the  legislative  sanction 
to  this  resolution.  A  dissolution  of  that 
parliament  took  place  before  the  bill  was 
passed ;  but,  when  the  present  parliament 
"met  the  bill  was  renewed,  and  passed  the 
house  cf  commoris  wjth  only  one  dissenting 
voice.  It  was  afterwards  thrown  out  in 
the  house  of  lords,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
shew  that  his  majesty's  ministers  did  not 
take  a  very  lively  interest  in  the  measure. 
The  house  of  commons  were  obliged  a  se- 
cond time,  o.n  finding  their  intentions 
frustrated,  to  address  the  king,  praying 
him  not  to  grant  office?  in  reveraion.  ^This 
session  another  bill  was  brought  in,  which, 
after  some  debate  in  the  lords,  had  like- 
wise been  thrown  out.  Now,  a  bill  was 
brought  before  the  house  for  preventing 
the  grai>t  of  offices  in  revei*sion  for  a  limit- 
ed time,  which  he  thought  likely  to  meet 
the  same  fate  with  the  two  former  bills, 
the  consequence  of  which  would  be  to 
compel  the  house  to  recur  to  the  old  mea- 
sure pf  an  address  to  the  king.     The  right 

.  hon.  gent,  seamed  to  thmk,  th^t  the  pre-- 
?ent  bill  was  iiot  likely  to  give  offence  to 
their  lorjlships ;  upon  what  ground,  it  was 
difficult  to  conceive ;  because,  if  their 
lordships  ^cre  hostile  to  the  principle, 
there  >vas  no  change  in  the  principle  of 
the  present  bill,  and  the  clause  limiting 
its  duration  had  been  proposed  and  nega- 
tived. He,  for  oije,  therefpire,  had  no  hope 
that  it  >vould  pass  into  a  law  even  in  its 
present  form.  IJe  did  not  wish  to  exag- 
gerfitis  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 


bill ;  but  he  was  extremely  desirous  that 
it  should  be  carried  into  effect,  as  the  first 
fruits  of  the  inquiries  of  the  committee  of 
finance.  He  thought  that  the  wisest  and 
most  dignified  course  for  that  house  to 
take  was,  to  persevere  in  sending^  the  bill 
back  to  the  lords,  in  its  old  shape ;  and 
therefore,  when  it  came  out  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  was'  his  intention  to  move,  upon 
bringing  up  the  report,  that  the  clause  of 
limitation  should  be  \eh  out  altogether. 
If  he  should  hear,  however,  in  the  course 
of  debate,  any  reason  to  induce  a  persua- 
sion on  his  mind  that  the  bill,  even  in  its 
present  shape,  would  meet  the  concurrence 
of  the  lords,  he  should  desist  from  his  pur<< 
pose,  hoping  that  when  it  expired  it  would 
be  again  renewed,  and  that,  perhaps,  at  a 
time  when  it  would  have  fewer  prejudices 
to  encounter.  At  all  events,  he  thought  it 
better  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  way  that 
had  been  proposed,  than  to  limit  its  dura- 
tion to  two  years ;  because  it  gave  am  as- 
surance that  it  would  expire  during  the 
sitting  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Daoks  Giddy  threw  out  some  ideas 
respecting  a  plan  for  remunerating  pttblic 
services,  by  which,  without  diminishing 
the  sources  of  national  liberality,  an  im- 
mense saving  might  be  effected.  A  sum, 
not  exceeding  166,000/.  granted  in  Hfi^. 
aimuities  to  public  servants,  above  45 
years  of  age,  vtH)uld  be  amply  sufficient 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Fuller  considered  the  measure  as  a 
tub  thrown  to  the  whale,  and  left  by  his 
majesty's  ministers  to  float  its  own  way. 
The  late  ministers  managed  their  tubs 
better  ;  the  bill  for  abolishing  the  Slave 
trade,  for  instance  :  their  chancellor  hav- 
ing remained  in  to  give  it  the  final  sanc- 
tion, after  all  his  colleagues  had  resigned. 
Though  he  thought  the  bill  of  no  use,  he 
was  willing  to  gratify  the  public  by  pass- 
ing it.  He  respected  the  people,  and  felt 
for  them,  and  thought  that  they  ought  to 
be  gratified  as  much  as  possible,  even  in 
their  follies;  particularly  in  a  case  like 
the  present^  when  this  could  be  done  with- 
out much  injury  to  their  interests.  For 
bis  own  pait,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
power  of  granting  reversions  was  of  great 
service  to  the  public,  as  a  mean  of  reward- 
ing public  services ;  and  infinitely  prefera<- 
ble  to  granting  pensions,  which^  when  they 
fell  vacant,  a  minister  might  either  put 
into  his  own  pocket,  or  give  to  a  child  at 
scheol.  ' 

Sir  /oAn  NeufaH  expressed  his  surprise 
to  fiud  the  present  m^rosure  considered  bv 
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any  one  as  of  little  importance.  He  held 
in  his  hand  a  list  of  offices  held  in  rever- 
sion in  Ireland^  which  would  completely 
demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion. 
He  merely  mentioned  a  few  of  them  by 
way  of  specimen.  In  the  custom-house 
department,  there  were  no  fewer  than  nine 
offices  held  in  reversion,  to  each  of  which 
a  salary  of  300/.  a  year  was  annexed. 
And  here  it  was  material  to  observe,  that 
it  was  not  the  amount  of  the  salaries  which 
formed  the  most  objectionable  part  of  the 
arrangement;  but  the  serious  part  of  the 
evil  was^  that  they  presented  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle  to  reform  in  that  de- 
partment. The  office  of  storekeeper  of 
the  port  of  Dublin  had  been  originally 
granted  for  three  lives,  and  was  now  held 
for  two  lives  (the  two  Beresfords),  to  which 
was  annexed  a  salary  of  2135/.  which 
might  be  spared  to  the  public,  after  pay- 
ing a  deputy  for  performing  all  the  duties 
of  the  office.  And  here  also,  the  loss  was 
not  confined  to  the  salary  paid ;  but  the 
existence  of  the  office  itself  rendered  it 
impossible  to  reform  the  present  system  of 
storages,  from  which  the  public  was  a  ma- 
terial sufferer.  Accordingly,  he  had  pro- 
posed to  grant  a  compensation  to  the  hold- 
er and  expectant  of  the  office,  provided 
that  they  would  eive  up  their  titles  to  it, 
to  relieve  the  public  from  a  loss  to  which 
it  was  at  present  subjected,  of  more  taan 
six  times  the  amount  of  the  salary.  It 
would,  he  said,  be  quite  endless  to  go 
•through  the  list,  and  therefore  he  should 
merely  mention  a  tigw  more  by  way  of 
specimen.  The  office  of  craner  and  whar- 
finger of  the  port  of  Dublin,  all  the  duties 
of  which  were  performed  by  a  deputy  for 
SOO/.  was  held  by  two  brothers  of  a  noble 
marquis,  with  the  reversion  to  lord  H.  S. 
Conway,  with  a  salary  of  nearly  1000/.  a 
year.  The  office  bf  comptroller  of  the 
port  of  Cork  was  held  by  sir  J.  Lees,  with 
the  reversion  to  his  two  sons,  with  a  salary 
of  800/.  a  year,  after  paying  a  deputy  for 
discharging  the  duty.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  asserted,  that  if  the  house  of  lords 
wished  to  know  upon  what  grounds  the 
bill  was  recommended  by  the  house,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  send  up  the  list 
which  he  now  held  in  his  hand.  The  of- 
fice of  taster  of  wines,  which  had  been 
dropped  for  two  centuries,  was  renewed 
in  favour  of  the  right  hon.  J.  Beresford, 
with  a  salary  of  1000/.  a  year.  If  he  were 
to  go  into  the  law  department,  there  he 
could  find  places,  not  merely  of  8  or  900/, 
frut  of  9,  10  or  12,000/.  a  year.     He 


should  merely  mention  one  circumstance 
connected  with  thi^^^  department,  to  .shew 
to  what  extent  abuses  had  been  carried. 
About  four  years  ago,  when  an  act  of  par- 
liament was  passed  to  transfer  in  future 
such  causes  as  it  had  been  usual  to  try  in 
the  court  of  exchequer  in  Ireland,  to  the 
court  of  king^s  bench  or  common  pleas,  a 
commission  was  at  the  same  time  appoint-* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  fees  which 
had  been  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  exche* 
quer  court,  and  a  compensation  was  grant- 
ed to  them  upon  the  average  amount  of 
these  fees  for  three  years,  out  of  the  con* 
solidated  fund.;  and  this  commission  had 
been  actually  employed  for  three  weeks 
in  considering  whether  a  compensatioa 
ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  rat-catcher  to 
the  board  of  ordnance  !  In'  short,  he  would 
take  upon  himself  to  prove,  that  compen* 
sation  had  been  given  in  many  instances 
by  a  noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  whom  he 
did  not  now  see  in  his  place,  and  who 
never  failed  to  make  his  escape  when  any 
part  of  his  conduct  in  Ireland  was  likely 
to  be  touched  upon,  merely  to  procure  the 
assent' of  the  individuals  who  received  it 
to  the  union  between  the  two  countries. 
He  should  now  mention,  one  instance  out 
of  many  which  he  could  adduce.  Abojpt 
a  year  before  the  union  took  place,  he  ap- 
plied  to  a  noble  lord  to  accept  the  offii^e 
of  chairman  of  the  Irish  house  of  peers ; 
and  upon  that  noble  lord's  pleading  his  ill 
state  of  health  as  an  excuse,  he  prevailed 
upon  him  to  comply,  by  assuring  him  that 
he  would  only  have  the  duty  to  perform 
for  one  year,  and  that  he  should  have  the 
salary  for  life.  All  promises  and  engage- 
ments of  this  nature  which  the  noble  lord 
had  entered  into,  bad  been  most  scrupu* 
lously  observed  ;  but,  unfortunately,  every 
promise  which  he  had  made  to  the.  people 
seemed  to  be  utterly  forgotten. 

Mr.  Biddulph  made  a  few  observations 
in  reply  to  some  suggestions  thro\«7i  out 
by  Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  for  the  ^establish- 
ment of  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  remu^ 
nerating  distinguished  public  services. 

Mr.  Tierney  asked  whether  he  was  to 
understand  that  the  bill,  in  its  present 
form,  would  have  the  full  and  cordial  sup* 
port  of  his  majesty's  ministers  }  [No  an- 
swer was  given.] 

Lord  Pot  Chester  contended,  that  afler  the 
abuses  which  had  been  enumerated  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport),  whose 
accuriicy  t;ould  not  be  questioned,  and 
which  he  had  given  as  but  a  small  speci- 
men of  tho^e  which  he  knew  to  exists  it 
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nmat  be  olivioiif  that  there  v^  x»  p^urt  of 
the  pierogttliTe  which  wa3  more  abu9e<i 
than  the  power  of  gnmting  office  in  re- 
TeraioB.    The  ^ouse  of  commons  bad  been 
freqaently  called  upon  in  the  conrse  <^ 
ih^  present  and  the  late  war»  to  grant  re- 
wards to  those  who,  by  eminent  and  splen- 
did services,  had  recommended  themselves 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  he 
trusted  that  they  would  have  many  more 
calls  of  a  similar  kind  to  answer ;  but,  he 
appealed  to  the  recollection  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  whether  he  remem- 
bered to  have  heard  of  such  services  being 
{rewarded  with  oliioes  which  it,  had  been 
customary  to  grant  in  reversion ;  though 
the  crown  was  certainly  iyi  possession  of 
the  means  of  amply  rewarding,  from  this 
fund  alone,  services  the  most  conspicuous 
«nil  brilliant.    The  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
leltequer  had  said,  that  this  was  the  cheap- 
est mode  of  remunerating  public  services, 
land  his  lordship  was  very  much  afraid  that 
j>roitfise8  and  expectations  were  too  often 
Hhe'only  way  in  which  the  meritorious  ser- 
vants of  the  public  were  rewarded.    With 
respect  to  the '  present,  bill,  he  thought 
^kht  the  honour  and  character  of  the  house 
Were  ^aked  upon  the  measure ;  and  that 
llioosh  it  was  important  in  itself,  it  had 
aoquired  an  additional  importiance  from 
^is  circumstance,  independant  of  its  own 
tnti^^ic  merits.     The  right  hdn.   ffent. 
Ilad  told  the  committee  (and  his  lordship 
confessed  that  he  had  heard  him  with  not 
tt  little  astonishment),  that  it  was  possible 
for  the  hdiise  of  commons  to  send  up  the 
hill  to  the  house  of  lords,  in  such  a  shape 
^as  not  to  merit  even  common  attention 
iv&m  their  lordships.    Such  was  the  lan- 
guage held  by  that  right  hon.  gent,  who 
\mited  in  himself  the  two  offices  of  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  and  of  a  zealous 
and  strenuous  advocate  for  the  dignity 
Jiand  honour  of  the  house  of  lords !     His 
•lordship,  however,  reminded   the    com- 
mittee, that  the  house  of  commons  pos- 
sessed the  means  of  enforcing  attention  to 
their  measures ;  or,  at  least,  if  they  did 
tiot,  their  ancestors  had  them.     He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  they  would  shew  the  people 
that  they  were  not  wholly  wanting  in  that 
spirit  which  had  animated  their  forefii- 
thers ;  and  that  they  would  persevere  till 
they  had  attained  then*  object,  with  a  firm 
itietermination  to  do  their  duty,  discou- 
raged by  no  difficulties,  and  imdaun^ed  by 
'the  frown  of  princes.     He  begged  pardon 
for  the  warmth  with  which'  he  expressed 
him>elf,  but  it  was  excited  by  the  expr«s^  I 


sion  which  liad  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
g«Qt.  which  he  had  heard  with  a  inixture 
of  9arpri«e  ai^d  in4ignatiQn.  He.  should 
accede  to  the  bill«  in  its  present  shape, 
hoping  that,  at  a  future  period,  it  would 
be  carried  ii|to  eflfept  without  any  limita* 
tion  of  time. 

Mif.  WiUKKforce  complimented  hijB  hoa. 
friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  for  having,  in  the 
conduQt  of  the  present  measure,  shewn 
himself  to  be  animated  with  the  truest 
spirit  of  patriotism.  Those  who  wished 
tp'  prevent  a  breach  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  and  who  were 
anxious  at  the  s^vae  time  tq  carry  into 
effect  an  important  measure  of  public  re- 
forin>  would,  he  was  firmly  convinced^ 
agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  for  the 
alterations  which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  bill,  his  hon.  friend  was  entitled  to  the 
Jthanks  of  that  house^  and  of  the  country. 
He  asked  those  who  seemed  to  object  to 
any  modification  of  the  bill  which  might 
tend  tq  reniove  the  objections  which  were 
felt  to  the  former  bill  in  the  hpvtse  qf  lordi^ 
to  bear  in  mind  that  th^rq  were  two 
hranphes  of  the  legislature,  and  that  it 
wafi  impossible  to  carry  any  measure  into 
£f(Fect  without  th^  concurrence  of  both. 
This  being  tlie  case,  if  they  really  bad  it 
at  heart  to  do  some  effectual  and  substan- 
tial good  for  Uie  (;qu|itry»  they  most  be 
desiroijis  to  pursue  the  ol^ect  which -they 
had  in.  view  in  the  way  which  was  least 
objectionable,  and  which  yras  least  likely 
tosbpck'the  prejudices  of  the  other  house., 
How,  th^n,  did  the  matter  «tand  ?  A  bil t 
prohibiting  the  grant  of  offices  in  rever- 
sion, had  heen  repeatedly  sent  up  to  the 
other  house,  and  repeatedly  rejected ;  and 
all  th<it  no^  ref)gaii|ed  fpr  them  to  do^ 
with  a  view  to  a  m<»e  fortunate  practical 
resfult,  was  to  ftame  the  present  measure 
in  sqch  a  way  as  to  obviate  those  objec- 
tions which  bad  produced  the  Allure  of 
the  two  former  bills.  He  was  far  frqm 
thinking  the  present  a  measure  of  small 
im])6rtance  ;  because  it  vyas  impossible  to 
say  to  what  length  the  vicious  principle 
wbi^h  it  went  ta  qradica^  ll&igbt  grow, 
{^ensions  Q^ight  co^e  to  be  granted  in  re- 
version as  well  '^^  placesi  .There  wa» 
another  view  in  which  it  struck  him  as 
imppi:tant.  Thegifaf^ting  of  reversions 
was  peeuUavly  liable  to  9i)U8e,  and  on  that 
account  singularly  calculated  to.  excite 
pu^liq  odium.  )|^hen  .pt  place  wa^  bf$* 
slfow^pd  only  for  on^  life,  there  wa3  a  bar- 
riej!  in  pphlic  opinipi|  agains^tts  being  i|n« 
pEoperly  <^i}ferr^di  because  the  cb^pac^/r 
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of.  the  person  to  whom  it  Was  given  was 
known ;  bat  it  was  otherwise  wkh  places 
in  reversion,  which  might  devolve  lapon 
persons  totally  disqualified  from  holding 
them,  either  by  their  characters  or  ta* 
lents.  Under  a  popular  go\*ennent,  such 
as  that  under  which  we  livedo  it  wa6  more 
material  than  under  any  other  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  oi  such  abuses ;  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  house,  not  to  leave 
any  blots  to  which  the  finger  of  public 
scorn  might  be  pointed,  because  they 
produced  an  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  beyond  their  real  worth.  In  diffi- 
cult times,  too,  like  the  present,  every 
thing  ought  to  be  done  to  lighten  the 
vessel  of  the  state;  that  it  might  ride  more 
securely  in  the  midst  of  the  storm.  The 
present  measure  he  contended  to  be  one 
branch  of  a  species  of  reform  which  it 
was  completely  in  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment to  accomplish.  If  there  were  no 
other  reascHis  for  acquiescing  in  the  bill  in 
its  present  modified  shape,  he  was  of  dpi* 
nion,  that  this  consideration  ought  to  have 
weight  with  the  house,  viz.  the  impc^licy' 
of  holding  out  one  branch  of  the  legisla* 
t«re  to  public  odium.  It  ought  also  to  be 
recollected,  that  in  a  constitution  such  as 
that  under  which  we  had  the  happiness  to 
live,  and  which  was  composed  of  different 
ord^s,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  house  of 
commons  to  meet  the  other  house  half- 
way :  and  such  a  line  of  conduct,  he  in- 
sisted, would,  be  much  more  creditable, 
than  pursuing  the  barren  and  ui^roduc- 
tive  honour  of  merely  preserving  its  own 
consistency. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  it  ah  erroneous 
ground  of  argument  to  suppose,  that  the 
alterations  now  made  would  conciliate  the 
lords.  There  was  no  good  reason  to  think 
that  wonld  be  the  case. .  He  gave  full  cre- 
dit to  the  motives  which  had  induced  the 
hon.  gent,  to  make  the  alterations  now 
before  the  house ;  but  he  could  hot  help 
thinking  these  alterations  an  abandonment 
of  thepriricfple  the  house  had  so  frequently 
asserted,  without  any  one  thinking  of 
limiliiig  it  in  point  of  duration.  If  he 
could  be  sure  the  bill,  as  amended,  would 
pass,  he  would  not  press  his  sentiments. 
But  be  looked  in  vain  foir  any  thing  like 
wch  an  assurance.  He  had  arespeet  for 
the  lords,  but  he  was  bound  more  to  r^* 
ipect  the  feelings  of  the  people ;  and  the 
lords  weve  as  much  bound  to  do«o  as  he. 
BoA  houses  had  the  same  means  of  jndg- 
ing  of  the  feelings  and  senthnents  of  vthe 
people    He  had  asked  hni  majesty's  mif 


nisters,  who  might  be  8u}>posed  capable  of 
judging,  whether  the  measure  would  have 
the  support  of  all  his  majesty's  ministers} 
But  he  could  get  no  satis&ctory  answer* 
as  the  bill,  though  above  a  year  under 
discussion,  had  never  been  a  subject  fX 
cabinet  consideration.  A  greater  number 
of  lords  had,  on  a  former  occasion*  steongly 
opposed  the  limitation  in  time,  than  opf 
posed  the  pi'inciple  of  ^Ihe  bill.  How* 
then,  could  it  be  expected,  that  what  4^y 
so  lately  rejected  with  increased  asperity* 
^vould  now  be  acceptable  to  them.  Somft 
of  their  lordships  had  declared  they  would 
not  sanction  such  a  meagre  for  a  dayv 
The  house  ,of  commons  had  the  rights  of 
the  pe(^le  to  maintain,  and  it  was  their 
duty  to  adhere  to;  those  rigte.  It  was 
certainly  an  evil,  if  any  branch  of  the  le» 
gislature  was  brought  into  disrepute.  Bu^ 
what  if  this  unworthy  conduct  was  pur^ 
sued  with  respect  to  the  very  highest 
branch,  by  a  dark  junto  hid  behind  the 
throne.  Such  practices  had  been  known 
in  the  worst  times  of  our  history ;  but  the 
junto  had  never  till  now,  come  forth  and 
arrayed  itself  against  his  majesty's  minis«» 
ters.  He  had  been  told  this  laii^age  had 
been  used  to  his  majesty's  ministers  t 
''  They  know  who  made  them  minister^ 
and  the  same  power  might  unmake  them.'' 
Indeed,  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  mi^ 
nisters  towards  their  sovereign  had  been 
highly  criminal.  It  was  not  hk  charge  td 
defend  the  executive  power.  But,  he  waft 
sorry  to  say,  his  majesty's  name  was  now 
in.  circumstances  in  which  no  good  man 
would  wish  to  see  it  placed.  The  right 
hon«  gentlemen  opposite  had,  indeed,  com^* 
menced  their  wiministratton  on  the  sam« 
princble.  The  constitutional  principle 
was,  that  the  king  should  have  the  credit  of 
every  thin^  good  and  gracious,  and  the 
ministers  iail  the  blame  of  what  might  be 
of  a  diifferent  character.  But  the  right 
hon.  sentlemen  opposite  acted  very  dif* 
ferently,  and  introduced  and  allowed  dfe 
use  of  the  sovereign's  name,  coupled  with 
conduct  the  most  ungracious.  He  adverted 
to  the  address  presented  by  the  sherifis  of 
the  city  of  London,  which  was  compH^- 
mented  by  his  majesty  as  an  example  worv 
thy  of  general  imitation.  But,'inext  day, 
the  same  sheriff  presented  yietitions  to 
both  houses  in  ^vour  of  this  bill,  which 
was^  thought  so  dangerous  and  disloyal  as 
wholly  to  undermine  the  prerogative. 
Ho^  was  this  inconsistency  fo  be  accounted 
for  ?  Probably  a  whisper  had  been  grveli 
to  one  of  the  leading  aldermen.     This 
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mode  of  proceediBg  wad  not  honourable. 
Bat,  upon  what  occasion  had  tho  right 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  expressed  one 
£ur  or  manly  sentiment  in  the  whole  coiine 
of  the  proceedings  on  this  question  ?  He 
knew  welly  that  the  only  principle  that 
actuated  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  was  how 
they  could  retain  their  t>ffices.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure  was,  that  no  offices 
ahouid  be  gmnted  in  reversion,  and  the 
economic  representation  contained  in  his 
majesty's  Speech  could  allude  to  nothing 
but  this  measure.  He  preferred  a  i^esolu- 
tion  of  the  house  to  be  carried  to  the  foot 
or  the  throne  to  a  deformed  bill,  which 
taiiffht  ultimately  be  unsuccessful.  No 
darii  jtmto  could  impede  such  a  resolution. 
His  majesty  would,  no  doubt,  give  his 
faithiul  commons  the  assurance  that  would 
«atisfy  them  on  that  head.  This  would  be 
«  security  for  a  year,  and  might  be  con* 
atantly  renewed,  and  the  bill  might  be 
continually  pressed  in  the  mean  tihie,  with 
^  the  chance  of  those  advantages  that  ma- 
ture reflection  and  the  operation  of  exter- 
nal circumstances  might  give.  But  when 
this  temporary  bill  should  expire,  suppos- 
ing it  in  the  first  instance  to  pass,  what 
security  was  there  that  a  more  violent  op- 
position than  ever  might  not  be  made  to 
the  renewal  ?  Unless  the  bill  was  made  a 
government  measure,  there  was  no  chance 
that  it  would  pass,  and  it  might  be  cast 
back  at  the  close  of  the. session,  without 
any  other  effect  from  the  concession  made 
by  the  commons,  than  the  loss  of  that  pub- 
lic esteem  and  approbation  acquired  by 
the  perseverance  with  which  the  whole 
measttre  had  been  so  repeatedly  pressed 
on  the  upper  house.  The  people  were 
attached  to  this  measure,  because  it  was 
the  comer-stone  of  a  system  of  reforma- 
tion, founded  upon  plain  and  practicable 
principles,  sucn  as  were  acted  upon  by 
the  late  administration,  in  their  abstaining 
to  dispose  of  the  reversion  of  a  Tellership 
which  had  fallen  in,  a  short  time  befoi^ 
their  resignation.  The  proceedings  now 
adopted  would  leave  nothing  on  the  jour- 
nals to  mark  the  stand  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  make.  Why  was 
not  a  conference  demanded,  according  to 
the  ancient  constitutional  practice?  If 
the  lords  were  called  upon  to  assign  rea- 
flons,  why  might  not  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment be  entered  into  by  both  parties?  But, 
there  was  a  third  party  which  was  unfor-  , 
tunately  too  powerful.  If  the  bill  did  not 
pass,  fee  hoped  a  resolution  wQuld  be  car- 
.ried  to  .the  foot  of  the  thronfit  mid  rtogef/ved 


as  often  as  it  expired,  till  the  measure 
could  be  carried.  He  asain  adverted  to 
the  importance  of  the  bill  to  the  peoplei 
and  the  duty  of  the  house  to  maintain  it^ 
He  was  most  anxious  for  the  rights  of  the 
people,  but  he  was  equally  so  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  sovereign,  whicn  was  materially 
implicated  and  compromised  by  the  con- 
duct his  majesty's  ministers  had  pursued. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  Mr. 
H.  Martin,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Bankes, 
and  Mr.  Whitbread,  an  amendment  was 
inserted  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  stat- 
ing that  the  measure  was  adopted  with  a 
view  to  promote,  or  encourage,  an  impor- 
tant inquiry  which  was  now  making  by 
the  house  of  commons ;  another  amend- 
ment substituted  the  term  '  suspending' 
instead  of  '  prohibiting'  the  granting  of 
places  in  reversion. — ^The  proviso  for 
granting  to  the  judges,  &c.  reservations 
similar  to  those  of  the  crown,  Mr.  Bankes 
proposed  to  extend  to  bishops  and  arch- 
bishops, which,  after  a  short  conversation, 
in  which  Mr.  H.  Martin  arid  Mr.  W* 
Smith  participated,  was  agreed  to. — Va- 
rious verbal  amendments  were  made  in 
the  bill,  and  the  house  having  been  re- 
sumed, the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notice,  that  as  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  persisted  in  their 
silence  on  the  subject,  he  should  persevere 
in  his  original  intention,  and  move  to- 
morrow such  alterations  in  the  bill,  as 
would  restore  it  precisely  to  the  state  in 
which  the  last  bill  quitted  the  house  for 
the  house  of  lords.  , 

The  leaker  apprised  the  hon.  gent,  that 
such  a  prdposition  would  be  contrary  to 
the  course  of  parliamentary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Whiibread  then  intimated,  that  he 
should  propose  to  make  the  bill  literally 
different  from  the  last,  though  substantially 
the  same. 

The  Speaker  still  declaring,  that  it  was 
irregular  to  make  such  a  proposition, 

Mr.  Whitbread  stated,  that  he  sbould 
probably  move  to  extend  the  limitation  to 
a  term  of  99  years.  He  expressed  his  de- 
sire, that  the  hon^  ,gent.  would  postpone 
the  bringing  up  of  the  report  until  Monday, 
to  give  time  for  a  due  consideration  of 
the  most  effectual  steps  .&p  the  attaianieBt 
of  his  object. 

Mr.  Bankes  replied,  that  r«s.  the  subject 
.was  one  of  great  pubtic  interest^  imd  one 
which  had  excited  considersd!>le  pablic 
attention,  he  wasanxions  that  t&SebiU  should 
pzoceedwith  as.  littk.  delay .a$  p^iaaable. 
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Th«  bon.  gent,  might  aabmit  any  amend* 
ments  thai  he  thought  proper  on  the  thir4 
r^ing. 

Mr.  WkUbftad  «aid,  that  he  weald  pre- 
pale  himself  with  some  suitable  amend- 
llieiit9  for  to-morrow,  as  he  was  determined 
not  to  allow  the  bill  to  pass  through  ano* 
ther  Sta^^e  without  submitting  to  the  house 
bi«  opimon  on  the  subject. 


BOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Frida^M  April  8. 

[Scotch  JvPiCATvaa  Bill.]  On  the 
questiw  for  the  second  reading  of  this  bill, 
toucbinff  the  administration  of  justice  in 
Sk;otIand> 

Tb9  hori  ChmetUor  explained  at  some 
length  his  view9  upon  this  subject,  and 
the  objects  of  the  bill ;  which  were  to 
divide  the  conrt  of  session  into  two  cham- 
bers of  seven  and  eight  judses,  to  give 
those  courts  certain  powers  of  making  re- 
gulatio|i9  with  respect  to  proceedings,  and 
with  respect  to  interim  executions,  whilst 
appesds  were  pending ;  and  also  to  issue  a 
commission  to  ascertain  in  what  case  it 
inight  be  proper  to  establish  a  trial  bj 
jury,  With  respect  to  this  mode  of  trial, 
bis  lordship  observed,  that  he  had  been 
iipbraided  out  of  doors  with  using  lan- 
guage upon  this  subject  which  he  had 
never  applied  to  it ;  he  joined  in  all  those 
eulogiijups  which  had  been  passed  upon 
the  trial  by  jury,  and  to  which,  in  this 
country^  be  felt  thstwe  owed  our  happiness 
and  our  liberty;  but  it  did  not  follow 
that  it  wa9  equally  applicable  to  Scot- 
land ;  Ror  was  it  a  politic  or  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  to  force  that  mode 
of  trial  9pon  a  country  where,  in  civil 
cases,  its  benefits  were  not  und^rstAod 
or  ^appreciated.  He  bought  it  would 
require  considerable  deliberation  and  cau- 
tiw  to  ascertain  to  what  cases  the  trial  b  v 
jury  might  be  properly  applied.  With 
refpeet  to  the  bill,  he  wishea  it  to  be  com- 
mitted before  the  recess ;  but  that  the 
home  ^bovld  not  stand  committed  by  the 
amepdment^  then  made,  and  therefore 
tbat  the  biU  ^^ould  be  recommitted  after 

the  recess. 

Lord  Qffimik  Mill  thoqght  that  it  would 
be  better  to  divide  the  court  of  session  into 
three  eheieberi*  than  two.  Upon  a  subject 
of  Ibis  natet e«  he  dw^ughl  it  was  the  pre- 
ferable mode  to  consult  the  interests  of 
tbeie  tp  whoin  jui^e  waa  to  be  adminis- 
fertd,  mtber  tbail  the  opinion  of  those  by 
wfaom  ttwae  tdminiatared,  however  re- 

VOL-X. 


specftable ;  as  the  latter  were  liable  to  be 
actuated  on  such  a  select,  by  prcgudices 
which  he  would  denominate  laudable  pre- 
judices, but  whkh  would,  nevertheless* 
stand  in  the  way  of  that  complete  measure 
which  was  wanted.  With  respect  to  trial 
by  jury,  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  a 
stronger  recommendation  of  it  in  the  bill 
than  there  was  at  present,  a  stronger  indi.» 
cation  of  the  opinion  of  the  legislature 
in  its  favour. 

Lord  MehiUe  referred  to  an  opinion  of 
lord  Mansfield,  respecting  a  proposition, 
to  introduce  gradually  the  trial  by  jury  ia 
civil  cases  into  Scotland,  and  observed,  that 
af^r  the  doubts  expressed  upoa  this  sub- 
ject by  that  eminent  lawyer,  he  might 
well  hesitate  with  respect  to  the  policy  of 
introducing  j^hat  mode  of  trial  into  Scot* 
land.  He  thought  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  that  mode  of  trial  in  the  bill  waa 
already  rather  too  strong. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  unwilling  to 
enter  into^  toy  discussion  ef  the  general 
merits  of  the  bill,  after  the  understand*- 
ing  of  their  lordships  as  to  the  proper 
time.  Still,  he  could  not  assent  to  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  from  that  submitted  to  the  house 
on  a  former  occasion.  It  was  intended* 
that  the  two  chambers  of  the  court  of  sesi 
sion  should  not  sit  at  the  same  time.  Thia 
he  considered  unnecessary,  or  rather  im«  . 
proper,  because,  it  was  to  be  rsmembered, 
that  the  great  proportion  of  business  tu 
actions  in  that  court,  was  chiefly  done  m 
writing ;  and,  therefore,  the  time  of  thft 
judges,  whose  presence  daily  waa  not  want-i 
ing,  would  be  much  better  ^asployed  ia 
reading  the  pleadings  on  the  various  causes 
upon  which  they  would  be  subsequently 
called  upon  to  pronounce  judgment*  Tb^ 
noble  lord  thought  there  was  not  that  kie** 
cessity  for  caution  ancl  circumspection  so 
much  recommended.  This  measure  had 
obtained  the  fullest  investigation  of  almost 
every  description  of  people  in  Scotland^ 
It  was  debated  ably  and  fully  in  that 
house  ;  and,  therefore,  a3  the  evil  of  th^ 
present  system  was  acknowjedged,  the  re- 
formation and  remedy  ought  to  be  prompt 
and  efficient.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  se* 
cond  time. 

[Cotton  Bill.]  On  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
Cotton, 

Earl  Baikunt  observed,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  embargo  in  America,  there 
had  been  some  ground  for  apprehending 
that  a  sufficient  supply  of  cotton  would 

4  R 
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not  be  obtained  for  tbe  comumption  of 
this  coimtiy :  there  was,  however,  he  was 
happy  to  state,  no  ground  fat  alarm  upon 
this  subject;  there  was  a  considerable 
stock  on  hand,  and  there  was  now  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  a  sufficient  sopply 
would  be  obtained,  even  supposing  the 
embargo  to  be  continued.  The  continent 
of  Europe  had  been  cut  off,  by  recent 
events,  from  its  supply  of  cotton ;  and 
orders  had  actually  been  sent  from  Ger- 
many to  procure  cotton  from  Turkey,  by 
land-carriage ;  a  species  of  cotton  of  an 
inierior  quality,  which  the  manufacturers 
here  would  not  use.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  there  could  be  no 
donbt  as  to  the  pmicy  of  securing  to  our- 
selves a  sufficient  supply  of  this  article, 
by  prohibiting  the  export.  .If,  however, 
there  should  be  a  surplus,  licences  would 
be  granted  to  export  it.  With  respect  to 
the  objection  to  the  principle  of  licences, 
made  by  his  noble  fnend  (lord  Grenville) 
on  a  former  night,  he  thought  it  inappli- 
cable ;  inasmuch  as  the  trading  under  li- 
cence was  sanctioned  by  various  prece- 
dents and  by  several  acts  of  parliament 
in  the  last  war  as  well  as  in  the  present. 
Three'  successive  administrations,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war, 
had  exercised  this  power ;  and  he  saw  no 
reason  virhy  the  same  credit  should  not  be 
given  to  the  present  administnitiott  as  to 
the  former  ones,  for  its  due  exercise.  The 
trading  to  tbe  ports  of  the  enemy  was  at 
all  times  illegal,  except  under  licence 
from  tbe  king  in  cooncil.  The  whole 
continent  was  at  present  our  enemies,  with 
the  exception  of  Sweden  and  Sicily-;  and 
as  in  these  countries  there  were  no  cotton- 
manufactoi-ies,  the  export  of  cotton  to 
them  must  be  intended  ultimately  for  the 
enemy.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
extension  of  the  prohibition  to  neiatrals  ap- 
peared to  him  perfectly  justifiable,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  great  export  to  the  continent 
of  an  article  of  which  they  stood  so  much 
in  need,  and  thereby  leave  us  without  a 
sufficient  supply. 

Lord  St.  Mm  contended  that  the  real 
grouiid  upon  which  this  bill  had  been  sent 
to  that  house  was,  that  it  was  the  intention 
to  injure  the  manufactures  of  the  enemy, 
upon  the  supposition  that  our  own  would 
thereby  bo  beneited  by  ensuring  to  them 
a  monopoly.  It  was,  in  this  point  of  view, 
one  of  those  visionary  measures,  some  of 
which  had  been  already  before  the  house, 
and  which  could  only  tend  to  the  injury 
instead  of  the  benefit  of  our  manufactures. 


[13^ 

If  the  cotton-manufactures  of  the  enemy 
were  destroyed,  what  would  then  be  the 
consequence?  All  cottan  goods  in  the 
territories  of  the  enemy  must  then  im- 
mediately be  known  to  be  British,  and 
instead.of  finding  a  sale,  would  meet  with 
a  prohibition.  The  variableness  of  taste 
was  well  known ;  and  if  the  cotton-manu- 
factories of  the  enemy  were  destroyed, 
was  there  not  reason  to  fear  that  taste 
might  again  vary,  and  some  other  articles 
be  substituted  for  cotton  ?  It  was  a  most 
mistaken  policy  to  suppose,  that  by  de- 
stroying competition  we  should  destroy 
our  own  manufactures.  The  contrary  viras 
the  truth  ;  manufactures  thrived  best  by 
competition;  this  was  proved  in  the  case 
of  our  exports  to  the  United  States,  which, 
in  the  article  of  cotton  goods,  had  become 
nearly  double  since  America  became  a 
manufacturing  country,  of  what  they  were 
before.  He  objected  decidedly  to  the 
power  vested  in  the  crown  of  granting 
iicences,^  as  it  went  to  make  every  mer- 
chant in  the  kmgdom  dependant  upon  the 
executive  government :  added  to  this  vras 
the  inconvenience  ei^perienced  by  mer- 
chants at  the  out-ports  in  procuring  li- 
cences. The  noble  earl  had  spoken  of 
this  power  being  properly  exercised  by 
three  successive  administrations,  and  had 
called  for  the  same  confidence.  He  did 
not  distrust  the  noble  earl,  but  he  objected 
to  the  principle ;  and  if  the  argument  of 
the  noble  earl  went  to  any  thing,  it  went 
to  this,  that  every  honest  man  ought  to  be 
entrusted  with  arbitrary  power.  So  fkr 
from  seeing  this  bill  in  the  point  of  view 
in  which  it  had  been  placed  by  the  noble 
earl,  he  thought  it  tended  deeply  to  injure 
a  most  valuable  and  important  branch  of 
our  manufiicture. 

/  Lord  Auddahd  thought  the  ground  ursed 
by  the  noble  earl  in  support  of  this  bill 
fiftllacious,  inasmuch  as  the  market  here 
would  by  the  operation  of  the  bill  be- 
come glutted,  the  price  of  cotton  would 
consequently  fall,  and  thus  the  growers  of 
it,  particularly  in  our  own  colonies,  would 
be  seriously  injured ;  nor  was  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  af^er  that  had  taken  place,  any 
more  cotton  would  hfi  brought  here,  where 
the  market  was  already  over-stocked. 

Lord  Rbdudaie  supported  the  bill  as  a 
measure  conducive  to  the  interests  of  our 
manufactures,  and  as  a  check  on  tbe  grow- 
in^cottoni-trade  of  the  enemy. 

TheEari  of  iiowibYiafe  remarked,  that 
the  noble  earl,  aft  the  head  of  the  board 
of  trade,  had  gfv«B  up  the  iN:eBent  biH 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1340] 


PARL.  DEBATES,.  April  8,  IB(».— Cotton  BiU. 


[1350 


as  a  measure  of  warfare,  and  had  con- 
sidered it  .solely  in  relation  to  its  ef- 
fects on  our  .  commerce.  In  this  view 
of  the  case,  he  considered  it  as  an  ex- 
tremely dangerous  principle,  to  allow 
to  the  government  for  the  time  being, 
the  privilege  of  saying,  what  individual 
should  be  indulged  m  carrying  on  a  trade 
and  manufacture,  and  who  should  not.  To 
compel  ships  laden  with  cotton  to  come 
into  our  ports,  while  the  export  of  that 
article  was  prohibited,  and  while  our  ma- 
nufactures could  not  procure  a  market, 
was  improperly  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
raw  material.  Our  manufacturers  might 
wish  to  procure  cotton  at  a  cheaper  rate ; 
but  they  were  at  the  same  time  aware  of 
the  impolicy  of  reducing  the  value  of  the 
raw  commodity  so  much  as  to  render  it  a 
matter  of  indifterence  to  the  grower  of  the 
article,  whether  he  did  or  did  not  bring  it 
to  our  niarket. 

JU>rd  HtRvkesbftry,  in  alluding  to  the 
power  conferred  on  the  government  of 
granting  licences  to  certain  persons^  stated, 
that  this  had  been  the  practice  for  the  last 
H  or  15  years.  He  had  never  heard  that 
it  had  been  abused,  and  he  trusted  the 
^present  government  might  receive  equal 
credit  with  their  predecessors,  for  not  enter- 
taining any  intention  to  act  with  favour  or 
partiality,  in  granting  this  privilege  where 
it  might  seem  to  be  required.  His  lord- 
ship did  not  intend  at  present  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  though 
he  must  protest  against  the  interpretation 
put  by  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  on 
what  had  fallen  from  his  noble,  friends,  as 
if  they  had  given  up  the  present  bill  as  a 
measure  of  warfare.  They  had  not  done 
so.  It  was  well  known,  that  there  was  a 
deficienc3r  of  cotton  in  France,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  that  one  of  the  most  increas- 
ing trades  in  that  country  was  the  cotton 
manufacture.  An  opportunity,  however, 
of  canvassing  this  subject  would  occur, 
when  the  noble  lord  opposite  (Grenville) 
broneht  forward  his  promised  motion ;  at 
which  time  he  should  be  at  no  difficulty 
to  shew,  that  there  were  more  mercantile 
men  in  this  country  who  approved  than 
there  were  who  disapproved  of  the  Orders 
of  Council. 

The  Earl  of  Damky  concurred  in  the  ar- 
guments against  the  bill. 

Lord  GremnUe  begged  to  be  understood, 
as  objecting  in  the  most  pointed  manner 
to  the  noble  lord's  (Hawjcesbury)  bringing 
forward  any  secret  information  of  which 
Ae  mighi  suppose  himself  to  te  possessed. 


as  indicative  of  the  opinion  of  l^e  m'er* 
cantile  interests  of  this  <coantry,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  If  he 
wished  to  meet  the  evidence  which  had 
been  adduced  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  and 
to  refute  the  gentlemen  there  examined, 
who  regarded  the  Orders  in  Council  as  .de- 
structive of  our  commerce  and  m%nufac*- 
tures,  why  did  he  not .  bring  forward  his 
witnesses  to  contradict  them  ?  Why  did 
he  not  bring  forward  merchants  of  Lon^ 
don  and  Liverpool  to  say  that  their  trade 
was  equally  or  more  flourishing  than  it 
was  previous  to  the  passing  of  these  orders^ 
or  manufacturers  of  Manchester  to  say,  that 
their  orders  were  equally  numerous  and 
great  as  they  had  formerly  been;  and 
persons  in  the  shipping  interest  to  declare 
that  their  carrying  trade  was  undimihishf 
ed  ?  So  far  from  having  done  this,  was 
it  not  a  fact,  that  the  evidence  before 
the  house  went  to  shew  a  complete  failure 
in  all  these  branches  of  trade,  in  conser 
quence  of  these  Orders  in  Council-?  .His 
lordship  therefore  hoped,  that  in  arguing 
this  subject,  the  noble  lord  on  the  other 
side  would  not  allude  to  any  private  testi- 
mony in  favour  of  these  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, which  he  himself  might  possess }  but 
which,  unlike  gentleman  in  the  other  house 
of  parliament,  he  had  declined  laying  be- 
fore the  house.  As  to  the  idea  that  the  jnea^ 
sure  would  have  the  effect  of  inccMnmod- 
ing  France  by  preventing  the  requisite  sup- 
ply of  cotton,  this  his  lordship  considered  as 
altogether  absurd.  There  were  various 
tracts  of  country  in  which  cotton  could  be 
grown,  and  did  actually  grow  at  this  mo- 
ment, of  which  it  was  impossible  for  this 
country,  by  any  act  it  might  pass,  to  de- 
prive Buonaparte.  In  the  Levant,  consi- 
dei-able  quantities  jof  cotton  were  grown, 
particularly  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  over 
which  the  ruler  of  France  now  had,  or  in 
all  probability  would  soon  have,,  the  com- 
plete dominion.  In  fact,  it  was  quite  in 
ihe  power  of  France,  from  the  territory  k 
now  coBunanded,  to  procure  cotfion  iu 
whatever  quantity  it  chose.  If  this  coun- 
try wished  to  preserve  its  cotton  manufa€>- 
ture,  and  to  command  a  constant  and  suf- 
ficient supply  of  the  raw  material,  the 
plan  was,  to  giv«  a  free  and  unlimited 
power  of  import  and  export.  The  advan- 
tages our  harbours  held  out  to  the  Ameri- 
can grower,  would  thus  ensure  us  a  con- 
stant supply,  convinced  as  they  would  in 
that  event  be,  that  a  ready  maiket  fur 
their  commodity  would  be  found,  if  not 
with  us,  yet  in  some  other  quarter.     The 
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aoUe  lord  condnded  with  expfaningr  hit 
coQTiotioii  that  the  ^ovenanent  would  act 
the.  wiser  pan  by  torbearing  to  interftre 
in  matten  of  trade,  aad  leaving  it  to  be 
regulated  by  the  nataral  influence  of  itt 
.•wa  operation. 

The  question  on  the  third  reading  beitig 
<dled  for,  the  house  divided :  Contents  44; 
Not-Contents  13  ;  Majority  31. 

[PaOTEST   AGAINST   THE  UOTTON   BiLL.] 

*'  Dissentient ;  I.  Becanse,  as  this  bill  pro- 
hibits the  exportation  of  all  cotton  wool, 
and  the  Orders  of  Council  of  the  llth  and 
25th  of  Nov.  1807,  force  into  British  ports 
the  whole  of  that  tommodity  sent  by 
America  for  the  supply  of  foreign  stotes, 
the  quantity  brought  by  these  and  other 
means  into  the  British  market  roust  be  so 
great,  in  proportion  to  the  demand,  as  to 
seduce  the  value  of  that  commodity  to  a 
trifle.  When  we  consider,  therefore,  that 
the  usual  exportatioft  of^  cotton  wool  from 
America,  is  S50,000  bags,  amountiuff,  at 
12/.  per  bag,  to  the  value  of  3  millions 
eterling,  we  conceive  that  this  is  not  only 
«  gross  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  but 
the  most  substantial  injury  ever  inflicted 
on  a  friendly  and  independent  state.  2. 
Because  this,  reduction  of  the  value  of  cot*- 
Ion  wool,  will  discourage  the  growth  of  it 
to  a  degree  that,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
when  the  demuid  for  our  cotton  Goods 
revives,  must  deeply  injure  this  extensive 
•branch  of  our  mannfoctues,  by  producing 
«  deficieacy  inthesupply>  and  consequent 
deamess^  of  the  raw  material.  3.  Be- 
cause, much  as  We  regret  the  unwarrsoita- 
hkt  provocalaon  given  to  the  U.  States  of 
America,  and  the  injury  thus  inflicted  on 
«ilr  manufactures,  we  ml  with  still  deejper 
affliotion  the  evil  With  which  this  bill 
threatens  the  constitution  of  our  country.-^ 
Whilst  it  prohibits  the  exportation  of  cot- 
ton^wooU  it  permits  his  majesty,  by  licence 
«nd«r  his  sign  manual,  to  authorise  any 
person  to  export  from  Great  Britain  any 
quantity"  of  cotton-wool,  under  such  regu- 
lations, restrictions,  and  securities,  as  may 
be  specified  inihe  licence  ;  and  thus  con- 
fers on  the  ttcmtk  a  legal  right  to  arrange 
end  share  out  the  trade  in  a  most  valuable 
commodity ;  a  principle  which,  if  extend- 
M  to  other  articles,  must  create  a  new  and 
slarmingsource  of  infhieitce,  almost  bound- 
less in  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  car- 
Tied.^**-£ven  when  confined  to  the  present 
.instance  of  cotton«'weoi,  it  appears  to  us  a 
mostdangereus  extensieii  of  the  patronage 
of  die  crown.  We  believe  there  is  Ho 
iiUelligent  merchant  who  must  mn  think. 


chat  by  the  mohibilion  to  export  eoHoib* 
wool,  the  vidoe  of  that  artiele  will  iufler  a 
diminution  to  the  amount  at  least  of  one 
million  starling.  It  ia  plain,  therefore,  that 
if  his  majesty  can,  by  granting  Utences, 
supply  the  markets  to  which  cotton-wool 
went  before  thu  anwarrtntable  interrup- 
tion of  the  trade^-'^Mtha  commodity,  with 
the  restoratioa  of  demand,  must  resume  its 
value,  this  immense  sum  may  be  corruptly 
distributed  by  the  executive  government, 
by  giving  liceilees  to  persons  whose  poli* 
tical  conduct  it  may  wish  to  influence. —  ^ 
4.  Because  we  think  there  is  just  reteon  to 
believe,  that  Uiis  measure  is  adopted  with 
a  view  to  create  the  undue  influence  with 
which  it  arms^  the  executive  ffovertimeut ; 
for  the  following  clause,  which  tends  to  do 
away  the  in^uence  the  bill  confers,  with- 
out deranging  the  system  it  means  to  es- 
tablish, was  rejectad  by  the  house ! 
*  Provided  always,  that  when  his  majesty 
shall  detsntaiAe,  by  licence,  to  authorize 
the  exportation  of*^  any  tfiven  quantity  of 
cotton-wool,  the  board  of  trade  i^ell  an- 
nounce such  determination  in  the  Gaaette, 
together  with  the  reeuUtions,  restrictions, 
aikl  securities,  intended  to  be  specified  in 
the  licence ;  and  the  uume  of  every  person 
who,  within  a  week,  shall  state  in  writing 
to  the  secretary  of  the  said  board,  his  de* 
sire  to  export  the  quantity  of  eotton  meant 
to  be  exported  under  the  conditions  sti« 
pulated,  shtill  be  put  into  a  glass  jar ;  and 
at  12  o'clock  on  the  ninth  day  after  the 
advertisement  shall  have  been  inserted  in 
the  Gazette,  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
trade  shall,  in  the  presence  of  such  of  the 
persons  desirous  of^  exporting  cotton-wool 
as  may  choose  to  attend,  after  mixing  the 
names  in  a  manner  to  preclude  all  suspi-  . 
cion  of  preference,  draw  out  of  the  said 
jar  one  of  the  names  therein  contained, 
and  his  majesty's  licence  shall  forthwith 
be  granted  to  the  person  whose  name  is 
so  drawn.'' — 5.  Because,  recollecting  that 
within  these  few  days  the  two  houses  of 
parliament  have  received  an  unanimous 
petition  of  the  common  council  of  the  city 
of  London,  declaring  '  that  the  burdens 
borne  by  the  people  of  this  country  have 
been  considerably  augmented^  by  gross 
abuses  in  the  management  and  expendi«> 
ture  of  the  public  money,  and  by  a  pro- 
fiision  of  sinecitre  places  and  pensmna, 
which  have  notonly  greatly  added  to  their 
sufferings,  but  created  a  p^mkions  <ind 
dangerous  influence,  corrupting  mid  un- 
dermining the  pure  and  fk«e  pMnOiptesef 
the  BiMsli  coutiMton/  W     ^      ' 
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the  pas«in^6f  this  bill  niudfc  give  rm  t6 
serious  and  alftrming  discontent,  wh<m  it 
18  known  that  it  may  eyentusilly  arm  the 
croivtt  with  the  poiver  of  distributing  a 
sum  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  allowed 
for  defraying  the  expenditure  of  his  ma- 
jost3r's  citil  list,  uiia<icompanied  by  any 
<;heck  to  prevent  its  being  used  for  the 
purposes  of  augmenting  to  an  unparalleled 
degree  that  **  pernicious  and  dangerous 
influence^'  which  has  so  solemnly  been 
stated  to  parliament  by  his  majesty's 
faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  corporlition 
of  London,  as '  corrupting  and  undermin- 
ing the  pure  and  free  principled  of  the 
British  constitution/  (Signed,)  Lauder^ 
dale.  King,  Albemarle/* 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday^  April  8. 
[Papsrs  ftELAtiN^  iro  Russia.]  Mr. 
Whiihread  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  certain  piipers  which  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  (G.  L.  Gower), 
in  a  debate  which  took  place  on  the  29th 
of  March,  upon  a  motion  of  an  hon.  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Sharp).  The  house  had  heard 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  respecting  the 
propriety  of  quoting  from  any  documents 
not  before  the  houise.  He  should  not  now 
go  into  a  question  which  had  been  so  often 
and  so  fully  discussed;  but  he  appre* 
hended,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
agree  with  him  in-  thinking,  that  commu- 
nications, in  whatever  form  they  w;ere 
made,  should  b^  made  by  his  majesty's 
confidential  ministers,  and  by  no  one  else, 
under  any  pretence  whatever.  The  noble 
lord,  therefore,  afler  communicating  the 
information  to  which  he  alluded  in  debate, 
whether  in  a  more  official  or  less  official 
shi^,  to  his  government  at  home,  had  put 
it  beyond  his  own  controul,  and  ought  not 
publicly  to  have  disclosed  it.  The  mo- 
tion which  he  meant  now  to  propose, 
pointed  to  two  objects;  the  first  of  which 
was,  the  production  of  a  paper  which  ac- 
companied the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
this  country  and  Russia,  in  1805;  the 
ether  was  connected  with  a  communica- 
tion made  by  the  noble  lord  to  his  majesty^s 
secretary  of  state,  in  the  course  of  his  last 
mission  in  1807.  After  the  overthrow  of 
the  confederacy  of  1805,  and  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  peace  of  Presburgh,  a  large  mass 
ef  papers  relative  to  that  confederacy  had 
been  thcbwn  upon  the  table,  by  lord  Mul- 

£ve,  then  foreign  secretary  of  fttate,  per- 
fy  mnolidted,  but  quite  as  vdimtary 


As  without  solectton,  ^d  certainly  withoa* 
discretion ;  for,  not  only  were  soino  difl« 
patches  published  Which  never  ought  td 
have  been  published,  but  it  would  hava 
been  difficult  to  have  found  any  tbmg  in 
ihQ  course  of  the  correspondence  mof« 
unfit  for  publication  (^an  some  of  tUa 
papers  which  had  been  submitted  to  par- 
liament, imcalled  for  and  unexpected* 
These  papers  certainly  ihmished  abundant 
matter  of  inculpation  against  the  minister 
of  the  day ;  but  the  man  who  was  at  thtf 
head  of  that  admini9tration,  of  art  splendid 
talents  as  this  or  perhaps  any  other  coutt" 
try  h^d  ever  produced,  died.  Af^er  his 
death,  his  colleagues  in  office  resigned  the 
reins  of  goventment,  in  consequence  of  hit 
decease,  and  no  discussion  ever  took  plaoi 
upon  the  subject  of  that  treaty.  He  did 
think  that  the  noble  lord  ouehtto  havtf 
been  one  of  the  last  persons  to  nave  catted 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  events  of 
that  time,  considering  that  he  was  the  sole 
manage  in  the  formation  of  that  confede- 
racy,  and  considering  how  fatally  it  ter- 
minated for  the  interests  of  all  the  partiee 
connected  with  it.  The  noble  lord  had  ai 
that  time  conducted  the  negociations  with 
so  much  secrecy,  that  they  were  wholly 
unknown  at  Vienna  till  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded, so  that  he  was  deprived  of  the  ad- 
vice of  sir  A.  Paget,  and  of  the  informa- 
tion whi^h  he  might  have  derived  from 
him  respecting  the  state  of  the  Austrian 
army,  and  of  the  heart-burnings  and  party 
spirit  which  'were  at  that  time  felt  in  tM 
court  of  Vienna.  But,  though  the  nobto 
lord  had  kept  secret  not  only  finom  our 
ally,  but  from  a  minister  of  his  own  court, 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  which  he  wai 
then  concluding  at  St.  Petersburg,  he  ha<t 
on  his  late  mission  held  out  the  refusal  on 
the  part  of  Russia,  to  communicate  th^ 
secret  articles  of  the  treaty  which  tha^l 
power  had  concluded  with  France,  ts  a 
sufficient  ground  for  refusing  its  mediation 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  even 
though  the  emperor  had  assured  lord  Hut«' 
chinson,  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  wi9 
oughtto  enter  into  negociation  with  Franee^ 
not,  As  that  noble  lord  had  repres«nhfted> 
because  it  was  proper  that  we  should  make 
peace  with  France  on  any  terms,  but  be« 
cause  he  (the  emperor  of  Russia)  knen^ 
that  the  terms  of  peace  which  the  eauperm 
of  the  French  was  ready  to  oflfer  were  SQch 
as  he  believed  lord  Hutchinson  would  b« 
of  opinion  that  this  country  ought  to  aG« 
cept.  At  the  time  of  ne^iating  th# 
treaty  of  1805,  the  noble  lord  had  ako 
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^consented;  by  hii  own  confession^  to  an 
article  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  th^ 
powers  of  Europe  should  go  into  a  con- 
gress, in  which  the  law  of  nations  should 
be  formally  discussed,  and  in  which  the 
maritime  pretensions  of  this  country  would, 
of  coarse,  as  forming  a  part  of  tnat  law, 
have  come  under  discussion.  [Lord  G. 
L.  Gower,  from  the  pther  side  of  the  house, 
said  be  had  never  done  any  such  thins.] 
The  noble  lord,  Mr.  Whitbread  said,  de- 
nied the  a;llegation ;  but  as  the  maritime 
law  of  this  country  was  not  positively  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  this  provi- 
sional article  of  the  treaty,  he  contended, 
that  it  was  virtually  included  in  it.  But 
if  .such  was  not  the  interpretation  which 
the  noble  lord  put  upon  this  article  of 
the  treaty,  how,  he  asked,  did  Russia 
understand  it  ?  Had  not  the  noble  lord 
himself  stated,  in  a  former  debate,  that 
m  notification  was  made  to  him,  before 
the  Russian  ministers  were  permitted 
to  sign  the  treaty,  that  his  majesty, 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  would  instruct  his 
minister  to  use  his  endeavours  at  the  gene- 
ral congress,  which  it  was  then  in  con- 
templation to  assemble,  to  endeavour  to 
procure  a  modification  of  such  regulations 
of  our  maritime  code,  as  might  be  found  to 
be  inconsistent  with  justice  ?  The  question 
of  maritime  rights  was  supposed  to  have 
been  settled  in  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  northern  powers 
in  1^01 ;  but  was  it  not  evident  from  this 
Declaration,  that  there  was  still  subsist- 
ing a  rankling  in  the  mind  of  the  Russian 
fovernment  upon  the  very  question  ?  Mr. 
.  Whitbread  contended,  that  this  was  the 
fair  interpretation  to  be  put  upon  the  de- 
claration; and  that,  at  present,  when  the 
contest  with  these  powers  might  be  said  to 
be  but  beginning,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
British  house  of  commons  should  be  put 
ifi  possession  of  any  document  which 
tended  to  throw  light  upon  the  pretensions 
which  they  set  forth.  Of  the  substance, 
of  the  communication  the  house  was  al- 
ready in  possession ;  but  he  insisted  upon 

'  the  propriety  of  their  being  put  in  pos- 
session of  the  ^communication,  not  merely 
incidentally,  but  formally,  and  officially. — 
The  other  paper  for  which  he  meant  to 
move,  was  the  communication  made  by 
the  ambassador  of  this  country  to  his 
inajesty's  secretary  of  state*  which  had 
been  also  alluded  to  in  debate,  and  in 
which  it  had  been  stated  by  the  noble 
lord,  that  a  person. high  in  authority  had 
madejise  of  the  .expression, '  ii  faut  mena- 


gar  r Anffleterre  pour  le  moment.'  The 
noble  lord  had  alluded  to  thb  communica- 
tion in  debate,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 
that  Russia  was  determined  to  go  to  war 
with  this  country  before  the  expedition 
was  undertaken  against  Copenhagen ;  but 
before  the  house  could  judge  whether  the 
fact  was  relevant  to  the  argument  which 
he  grounded  upon  it,  it  was  important  to 
know  who  was  the  person  who  made  use 
of  this  expression,  and  whether  it  was  t 
used  in  conversation  with  .the  noble  lord, 
or  with  a  third  person ;  because,  if  it  was 
dropped  in  conversation  with  a  third  per- 
son, it  must  be  evident  to  every  one,  that 
it  might  have  no  effect  whatever  in  sap- 
porting  the  proposition  or  opinion  which 
the  noble  lord  nieaht  to  establish.  It  was 
alleged,  that  this  communication  was  made 
in  a  private  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  very  probably  it  was  so ;  nor  did  be 
mean  to  question  the  propriety  of  a  secre- 
tary of  state  keeping  up  a  correspondence 
with  ministers  employed  abroad ;  but  the 
noble  lord  ought  not  to  have  made  use  of 
the  communication  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  decision  of  the  house,  if  it 
was  of  such  a  nature*  or  if  it  was 
made  in  such  a  way,  that  it  could  not  be 
laid  before  the  house. — He  did  not  wish 
that  the  whole  of  the  letter  or  dispatch 
which  contained  the  communication  should 
be  made  public;  all  that  he  desired  was, 
that  the  house  should  be  put  in  possession 
of  that  part  of  the  dispatch  which  related 
to  this  particular  communication.  He 
concluded  with  moving.  That  an  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  order  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of  the  De- 
claration delivered  to  his  majesty's  am- 
bassador at  the  court  of  Petersburg,  noti- 
fying that  his  imperial  majesty  would  in- 
struct his  plenipotentiary  at  a  general  con- 
gress, to  endeavour  to  procure  a  modifica- 
tion of  such  regulations  in  our  mafitime 
code  as  might  be  found  to  be  inconsistent 
with  justice ;  and  likewise  of  a  copy  or 
abstract  of  a  letter  or  dispatch,  transmitted 
by  his  majesty's  ambassador  to  his  ma- 
jesty's foreign  secretary  of  state,  between 
the  months  of  June  and  Nov.  1807,, as  far 
as  such  letter  or  dispatch  may  refer  to  an 
expression, '  il  faut  menager  I'Angleterre 
pour  le  moment'  - 

Lord  (?.  L.  Gower  said,  that  the  house 
could  not  be  surprised  at  the  anxiety  which 
he  felt  to  express  his  serM^iments  upon  the 
present  motion,  after  the  representations 
which  had  been  given  of  wh^i^^  fallen 
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from  him  in  a  debate  of  a  former  evening,  1 
both  by  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  and  in  the  public  prints.  He  was 
most  anxious  to  conTince  the  house  that 
he  never  had,  in  his  official  situation,  done 
any  thing  to  countenance  the  imputation 
of  his  having  assented  tojany  proposition, 
which  had  for  its  object  to  attack,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  those  principles  of 
maritime  law  upon  which  this  country  had 
always  acted,  and  upon  which,  he  trusted, 
that  It  would  ever  continue  to  act.  With 
this  impression,  he  felt  himself  extremely 
obliged  to  the  hon,  gent,  for  having  brought 
forward  the  motion  which  he  had  on  this 
evening  submitted  to  the  house  ;  and  in 
that  motion  he  should  most  heartily  con- 
cur, as  far  as  it  related  to  the  production 
of  the  Declaration  which  accompanied  the 
treaty  of  1805.  He  hop^d  also,  that 
his  right  honourable  friend  the  secre- 
tary of  state  would  agree  to  this  part 
of  the  motion,  not  only  in  justice  to 
him,  but  in  justice  also  to  the  character  of 
an  illustrious  slatcfsman,  now  no  more 
(Mr,  Pitt).  It  would  be  but  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  memory  of  that  great  man, 
who  had  spent  his  life  in  upholding  the 
character  and  maintaining  the  rights  of 
the  country,  to  shew  that  in  his  latter  days 
he  did  not  desert  that  cause  which  it  had 
been  the  great  object  of  his  life  to  support. 
With  this  view,  he  trusted  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  consent,  not  only  to  the 
production  of  the  Declaration,  but  that  the 
whole  correspondence  rdative  to  this  De- 
claration would  be  produced ;  from  which 
it  would  appear,  how  little  foundation 
there  was  for  the  accusation  which  had 
been  brought  against  him,  of  having  left 
any  question  relative  to  the  maritime 
rights  of  the  country  open  either  to  cavil 
or  to"  discussion.  His  lordship  did  not 
wish  now  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  all 
the  questions  connected  with  the  treaty 
of  1805,  and  if  this  was  the  wish  of  the 
hon.  gent,  he  thought  that  he  had  not  dealt 
fairly  with  the  house  in  not  giving  a  no- 
tice to  that  efiect.  With  the  other  part 
of  the  hon:  gent's  motion,  he  could  not 
concur,  because  the  communication  to 
which  he  referred  was  contained  in  a 
private  letter;  and  even  supposing  that 
the  house  were  to  agree  to  an  address 
for  the  production  of  this  paper,  he 
really  did  not  know  what  answer  the 
crown'  conld  make  to  it;  because  the 
crown  had  as  little  power  to  compel  the 
production  of  a  private  letter  which  was 
m  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  state; 


as  it  had  over  any  private  letter  which   ' 
might  be  in  the  hands  of  any  other  in- 
dividual in  the  country.     If  the  hon.  gent, 
was  of  opinion  that  he  had  been  deficient"^ 
in  his  duty  in  transmitting  such  a  com- 
munication in  the  shape  of  a  private  let- 
ter, it  would  be  better  at  once  to  mc^ve  a 
vote  of  censure  upon  him  for  having  done 
so.     He  begged  the  house,  however,  to  re*- 
collect,  that  hebad  mentioned  neither  let- 
ter nor  dispatch  in  the  former  debate. 
He  had  simply  mentioned  the  circumstance 
of  a  certain  expression  bavins  been  used  by 
a  person  high  in  authority  in  Russia,  leaving  • 
the  house  to  give,  what  credit  they  might 
think  fit  to  this  assertion,  and  to  deduce 
whatever  inference  from  it  they  might  be 
of  opinion  that  it  warrianted.    Neither  did 
it  follow,  that,  because  he  had  communi- 
cated this  expression  to  his  government  at 
home,  he  had  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
person  who  used  it.    It  so  happened  in 
the  present  instance,  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  in  possession  of    the   name 
of  the  person  who  had  made  use  of  the 
expression,  but  it  was  for  his  right  hon. 
fri-:)nd  to  judge  of  the  prudence  and  ex- 
pediency of  disclosing  who  that  per^n 
was.     He  must  observe,  however,  that  if 
every  communication  made  by  a  foreign 
minister  to   his   government  were  to  be 
made  public,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
inevitable  efiect  of  such  a  system  would 
be,  to  destroy  all  confidence  betwendiplo-^ 
matic  agents  and  the  courts  to.  which  they 
were  accredited.  *    He  should   therefore 
give  his  decided  negative  to  the  last  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  gent. ;  and  the  first  part 
of  the  address  he  should  propose  to  amende 
by  moving  for  the  production,  not  only  of 
the  Declaration  accompany ins^  the  treaty 
of  1805,  but  of  the  correspondence  w.hich 
passed  relative  to  that  Declaration. 

Mr.  Whkhread  most  willingly  concurred 
.  in  the  amendment  propdsed  by  the  noble 
lord  in  the  first  part  of  the  motion,  for  it 
was  his  wish,  that  all  the  correspondence 
relative  to  the  Russian  Declaration  in  ques- 
tion, should  be  made  public.  But,  he 
could  not  assent  to  the  amendment  so  far 
as  it  went  to  negative  the  production  of 
the  private  letter,  or  an  extract  from  it. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  refus- 
ing to  communicate  such  letters,  when  pre-' 
viously  made  public  in  order  to  influence 
the  vote  of  the  house,  and  serve  the  pur-, 
pose  of  ministers  ?  Because  the  noble  lord- 
was  the  ambassador,  and  the  right  hon*. 
gent.  secretar3r  of  state,  the  correspondence 
was  to  be  carried  on  by  private  lettm,  jio' 
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h«  should  ibarefor^  persitk  ia  that  part  of 
hit  origiTial  motion. 

Sir  r.  Turfm  deprecatod  Mrerely  ibis 
piarpetual  rocurropce  to.  sobjects  under-* 
taken  for  the  piirposes  of  party  spirit  and 
personal  enmity* 

Mr.  Whitbrtai  here  called  the  hon.  bart. 
to  orckr ;  disclaiming  at  the  samo  timo 
the  unworthy  motives  which  were  so  un- 
generously imputed  to  him. 

The  Speoker  having  intimated  to  tho 
hon*  baronet  the  impropriety  of  such  Ian- 
guajio. 

Sir  71  Turtm  felt  extremely  sorry  that 
any  thing  which  fell  from  him  should  have 
eiven  the  hon.  gent,  oflfeoce,  for  whom  ho 
felt  the  sincerest  and  most  cordial  esteem: 
when  he  said  personal  enmity,  he  meant 
only  political  enmity ;  and  was  uhfortu* 
nate  in  his  mode  of  expressing  himself. 
He  supported  the  am/endment  on  the 
ground  of  the  confidential  nature  of  diplo- 
macy., He  would  ask»  if  the  state  of  £u< 
ropo  was  again  restored^  what  credit  am- 
bassadors would  gain  at  foreign  courts* 
who  made  it  their  practice  tp  divulge  se- 
cret communications.  Ha  thought  the 
hon.  gent  was  condemned  by  his  own  argu- 
ment^ for  if  the  papitrs  laid  before  parUa- 
ment  by  loro  Mulgrave  excited  through* 
out  Europe  such  lively  indignation^  why 
endoavour«  by  the  «amo  cau90>  to  excite 
the  same  sensation  now } 

Mr.  Jbrbcri  thojight  it  most  important 
that  the  motion  should  be-agroed  to.  He 
was  one  of  thos^  on  whom  the  speech  of 
tho  noble  lord>  and  the  expression  alluded 
tOj  *  il  faut  menager  t'Angleterre  poar  lo 
moment/  had  made  a  strong  impression* 
and  if  be  had  thought  tho  authority  on 
which  they  rested  incontrov^rtiblOi  he 
should  not  have  voted  as  be  bad  done  upon 
the  question  of  the  J)anish  expedition.  .He 
once  thought,  that  mlnistoyp  w^e  ready 
to  prove  their  allegations- in  the  doclara- 
tion,  in  answer  to  Iftussia ;  but  the  right 
hon.  secretary,  whose  speeches  yff^  vaore 
remarkable  ror  their  briiliauey  thian  tb^ir 
solidity*  had  waved  these*  (emiu  rosofted  to 
Other  matters  of  a  more  uui^torminiit^  sort; 
however*  the  subject  was  brought  back 
a^o  to  its  former  state*  by  the  iuforma* 
tion  communicated  by  the'  noble  lord.  It 
was  therefore  of  the  greatest  moment  to 
have  it  clearly  known*  upon  what  autbo* 
riiy  it  rested ;  what  was  its  precise  import. 
uA  what  credit  ought  to  be  attached  to  it. 
Mr.  Windham  observed*  tha^  th^  ^ut^t 
of  discussion  lay  within  a. very  narrow 
99mpass«  being  lunited  to  th^  ppiAt»  whe« 


,   as  lo  avoid  the  cognisance  of  parliament ! 
Tbe  noble  lord  had  said*  that  he  had  never 
staled  that  he  communicated  this  informa* 
tioa  lo  ministers.    Perhaps*  he  had  not  i 
but  Uie  right  hon.  secretary  had  publicly 
stated  the  fret*  and  yti  the  house  was  to 
be  precluded  from  information  about  a 
eomniunication  under  the  impression  of 
which  they  had  been  called  upon  to  vote. 
Ho  did  not  know  upon  wlutt  authority  the 
expressions  adverted  to  by  the  noble  lord 
vested ;  whether  they  v^ere  directly  men- 
tioned to  him  by  any  person  upon  whom 
madi  reliance  could  be  placed*  or  whether 
he  had  the  information  from  a  third  peri- 
son*    For  his  part*  he  rather  thought  that 
the  expressions  did  not  come  from  any 
quarter    upon  irhich  much   dependancc 
'  eeutd  be  placed.    But  this  was  the  point 
respecting  which  it  was  most  important 
for  the  house  to  be  well  informed.    He 
could  not  understand  the  doctrine*  that 
private  letters  between  ambassadors  and 
secretaries  of  state*  were*  under  all  circum^ 
stances*  to  be  suppressed.    The  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  letter  had  been  vo- 
luntarily ofiered  on  the  part  of  ministers* 
with  a  view  to  influence  the  vote  of  the 
bouse.    This  naturally  laid  a  ground  for 
calling  for  the  information  in  an  explicit 
and  tangible  shape*  that  it  might  be  seen 
whether  it  was  of  a  kind  to  bear  out  the 
arguments  which  have  been  founded  upon 
it.    But  immediately*  when  it  was  called 
ipr,  he  answeved*  *  No*  it  is  a  private  letter* 
and  eannot  be  produced.'  Ifthey  meant  to 
stand  upon  this  objection*  why  dkl  they 
eoimnonicateltietnfomiietionatall?  They 
themselves  had  urged  thai  lord  Hutchin- 
son's information  was  private*  when  they 
bad  not  only  connived  at  hie  conferences 
with  the  emperor  of  Russia*  but  had  de- 
sired him  to  communicate  his  sentiments* 
and  asserted^  that  he  had  been  bamboozled, 
for  that  had  ^been  th^  expression ;   and 
that  the  information  which*  had  been  ob- 
tained* was  not  such  as  to  deserve  much 
eonsiderataon.    Vet  these  very  men  stoted 
fcpressions*  of  npbody  knew  whom*  to  in- 
fluence the  vote  of  the  house*  and  nefused 
all  explicit  information  on  the  subject*  on 
the  ground  of  the  inteOigence  having  been 
eeneeyed  in  a  private  letter!    The  majo* 
ff ly  of  the  bouse  might  perhaps  be  against 
him  en  this  occasion*  but  he  trilsted  that 
be  ehoaldbe  supported  by  a  minority  of 
no  little  weight  and  importance.     The 
cooununication  in  question*  though  origi- 
aaliy  private*  had  been  made  public  from 
Ute  manner  iawbicii  it  had  been  used«  and 
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ther  the  letter  ought  to  be  produced  ?  If 
the  letter  had  been  kept  altogether  private, 
then  there  could  be  no  call  tot  its  produc- 
tion, for  there  could  have  been  no  know- 
ledge of  its  existence.  But  the  case  was 
not,  whether  a  letter,  said  to  be  private, 
sliould  be  permitted  to  remain  so  ;  but 
whether  one  publicli^  brought  forward, 
and  made  use  of  to  influence  the  vote  of 
the  house,  by  one  of  the  parties,  should 
be  produced  in  a  tangible  and  authenti- 
cated state. .  A  letter,  though  private, 
might  relate  to  public  affairs,  and  a  minis- 
ter might,  to  a  certain  degree,  act  upon  it 
without  thinking  proper  to  produce  it,  but 
resting  upon  his  general  responsibility. 
But,  when  a  letter  of  this  kind  was  quoted 
by  the  writer,  with  a  view  to  make  an  im- 
pression on  parliament,  the  question  was, 
whether  that  did  not, become  evidence 
which  before  was  not  so }  and  whether  it 
ought  not. therefore  to  be  produced,  sub- 
ject, of  course,  to  that  sort  of  discretion 
which  ministers  must  exercise,  even  with 
respect  to  public  di^atches.  As  this  was, 
in  some  measure,  a  new  case,  attetition 
must  be  ^ven  to  its  nature,  not  only  witli 
a  view  ,to  the  present  question,  but  in  or- 
-  der  to  settle  a  rule  for  the  foture.  Con- 
sidering- the  matter  in  this  light,  the  first 
thing  that  occurred  was,  that  the  public 
bosinefis  might  be  managed  by  a  private 
correspondence  of  this  sort,  in  a  way 
which  would  place  the  whole  out  of  the 
reach  of  parliament.  Some  might  remem- 
ber how.  this  principle  wa3  made  use  of 
in  the  trial  t)f  Mr.  Hastings,  where  it  ap- 
peared tbat»  under  the  pretence  of  private 
correspondence,  the  salutary  order  of  the 
Company,  that  all  ccurrespondence  sbonkl 
be  in  writing,  was  evaded.  The  public 
trust  was  liable  to  be  abused  in  the  same 
manner ;  and  the  wholesome  rule  was, 
that  when  letters  had  forfeited  their 
character  of  privacy,  by  being  brou^t 
forward  to  infiaence  the.  vote  of  the  house, 
they  should  then  only  be  protected  by  the 
same  discretion  to  which  even  public  dis- 
patcher were  subject.  What  had  we  to 
justify  the  expedition  to  Denmark  ?  Seciet 
articles  and  private  letters ;  the  most  con- 
venient things  for  a  bad  minister  that 
could  possibly  be  imagined.  This  might 
mark  the  evil  that  would  result  from  a 
principle  of  this  kind,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
there  was  tio  comparison  between  the  ba- 
lance of  danger  from  concealment  and  pub- 
lidty.  The  ministers  having  then  quoted 
the  letter  in  question  for  their  own  purposes, 
the  hotfse  had  a  eight  loriit&.production.. 


Mr.  Spurges  Bourne  denied  that  his'  noble 
friend  had  used  this  letter  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  the  decision  of  the  house. 
He  had  been  present  when  his  noble 
friend  made  the  •  speech  which  caused  sa 
considerable  an  impression,  and  he  wel^ 
recollected,  that  his  noble  friend  stated  the 
general  fact  of  which  he  was  in  possession  ;' 
and  that  it.  was  not  until  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion put  to  him  by  the  hon.  gent,  opposite, 
that  he  added  that  he  had  communicated 
that  fact  in  a  private  letter  to  the  right 
hon.  secretary  of  state.  If  he  abstained 
from  going  any  further  into  this  subject, 
at  present,  he  begged  to  be  understood> 
that  he  was  not  deterred  from  doing  so  by 
the.  high  and  dictatorial  tone  which  the' 
hon.  mover,  on  this  as  well  as  on  many*' 
other  occasions,  chose  to  assume.  The 
house  and  tlie  public,  would  judge  of  the 
consistency  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, who,  when  they  were  in  oiHce,  had 
refused  to  produce,  on  the  only  two  occa- 
sions on  which  they  were  required  to  pror 
duce  them,  papers  moved  for  by  his  hon. 
friends,  but  who  now,  after  having  ex- 
hausted their  motionsfor  public  documents, 
were  driven  to  the  necessity  of.  moving- 
for  the  uRV^'arrantable  production  of  pri-  * 
vat^  correspondence. 

Br.  Loto^cr  observed,  that  the  dicta- 
torial tone  and  manner  of  the  last  ^eaker 
did  not  suit  well  with  his  cdmplaint  against 
a  dictatorial  tone  and  manner  in  anoth^ 
person.  It  would  have  come  better  from 
the  right  hon.  secretary  opposite,  who  wzs 
so  remarkable  for  levity  and  jesting,  that 
no  one  could  pretend  to  equal  him,  unless  ' 
he  had  a  jest-book  in  his  hand.  As  the 
expressions  alluded  to  hfd  been  put  iii 
writing,  every  one  must  desire  to  see  the 
whole  of  the  paper,  or  at  least  as  much  as  ' 
could  be  produced  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service  ;  for  though  they  might  ' 
have  been  very  fairly  stated  by  the  noble 
lord,  as  far  as  he  went,  yet  in  the  letter 
they  mi^t  be  so  qualified  as  to  make  a 
difierent.  impression.  He  allowed  that 
stronger  ground  ought  to  be  laid  for  the 
production  of  a  private  letter,  than  for  the  * 
production  of  a  public  dispatch  ;  but,  if  it 
was  said  that  a  private  letter  ought  not  to< 
be  produced  at  all,  the  doctrine  was  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  Biitish  con- 
stitution; which  held  publicity,  though 
attended  with  some  disadvantages,  to  be, 
on  the  whole,  preferable  to  secrecy.  In- 
formation of  the  most  secret  nature  had 
often,  upon  this  ground,  been  produCedj, 
with  only  a  concealment  of  names.  The 
VS 
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ininiMttrs^  if  th«Ir  principle  of  §mncy  was 
adopted*  mighl  recline  oil  ibeir  bed  of 
rosee,  oc  remeia  conceaUid»  like  moJefia 
their  apprtmento  ueder  gird^ind.  tUl  they. 
bappcoed  oocasiooally  ta  blenier   into 

Mr.  HmdmBrwrnt  denied:  tbe(  the. 
noble  lord  hpd  i»  a  former  debate  niede 
any  quoieiion  from  a  private  letter.  He 
had  used  the  fa<;t  in  the  way  of  argeoient* 
kariiiff  it  to  the  houee  to  give  What  de» 
gree  of  credit  they  pleaaed  to  his  eaMrkioib 
de  thought  the  production  of  the  letter 
Mutboot  the  name  would  not  be  a  euffident 
guarantee  for  the  safety  of  the  perpon 
Iron)  whom  the  communication  waa  re* 
ceivedf  and  would  therefore  ii4>port  the 
amendment* 

Mr.  Secretary   Cammg.  woal4  fairly 
state,  that  he  had  hitherto  abistained  from 
speaking  on  the  siil^ectf  because  ttrhatever 
laight  liave  been  the  course  of  the  debate^ 
if  it  hiul  been  possible  that  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  gent,  should  haf  e  inllttenced 
the  house,  or  that  the  arguments  of  his 
npble  frieivd  should  not  have  influenced 
the  house  on  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
clear  qAiestion  before  them ;  if  the  ineli* 
,  nation  <^f;  the  hou^  hed  shewn  i«seU<td  he 
unfavourable  to  his  view^of  the  subject; 
hp  sboyld  t^en  ha.te  M^mmI  upi  noi  meieiy 
to  argue  agaenstthe  m^ioni  b«^  to  entreat 
the.  housei  that  if  they  4'ui  net  plaice*  in 
hUn  that  confidence^  withentwhi^k  was. 
iipposslble  for  him  ade<|uatel^  to  fulttthe^ 
duties  of.  his  situaiien«  they  wenU.peffmit 
.  him.  to  retire^  rets^nin^  his  hetaiMk    Not 
one  ^park  of  Uiat  hooaur  shi^Uidhe  eonr 
ceire  he  retained^  if  hn^  werc^  lio  di«iige. 
that  which  at  the  time  i^en.ii  vse*  cmn- 
nuinicatedy  and  siucei.  aiewl-iviiw*  hefeit, 
w^  comipuJs^iGated  in  confidence.    Under 
tl^  impjTfs^ion,  however  great  Aerdeftr^ 
ence  whichi  Ive  eniertaefiedi  few  Ibei  house^ 
a4d  houever  sMEuiiou»  he  ^^i/m,  Unborn  ta 
their  decision,,  were  thatcteeisientte:  caU 
for  the  production;  of.  the  pafiee  in  quesf* 
tion,  he  woseid  ratbeji   incnr.  tiheir  die* 
pleasurei  than  thue  compromise^  his  own 
noaour    and*  character.      tiaviag    saidi 
thtis  muchr   he,  should  pi^coed  lo    re» 
mark  on  some  of  the  a^gunieote  thtt  hui 
bei^n  urged  b¥,the  oppe^te  side  el  fehe 
house*    A  right  hon«  gent.  (Afau. Wind- 
bam)  had.  imagintid  a.  peesiMe  eeee  in 
which  the  private  correspendeace^between 
the  secretary  of  state  at  home  and  the 
roinisier  abiieadf  might  be  pushed  lo  such 
an  extjKnfe,  that  ml  oiScisyi  inlerceurse 
mig}^ be. camei.on  ii^^ thulmaaiiei^  and . 
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(liehi^niiaAbe  lelb  tot  aearefa  in  vanfin 
pdblic  decnmenta  on  which  ta  sprouod  hii 
,  relations.    The  iopoaaibilitgr  waa  an  evi- 
dent (aince.  the  chasm  most  so  sooq  be 
disoovert d  by  the  collengnea  of  the  dm* 
I  nieter*  end  by  the  soveveig^^  wbo  coold 
inot  fail  to  be.  snrpnsadf  at  the  depsrtsn 
and  arrival  of  messengsere  wiAoot  dii- 
patches)',  thai  he.  was  astoaiahed  how  tbe 
right  bott.  gent.  (whD»  toi  peat  scotoiea 
of  undeietanding,  joined  that  knowlttise 
oC«  battBess»  which  eertainly  mnsi  shew 
him.  tiliat   acutenesa   oi    nAdemtandio^ 
though  theoretically  advantageous  m^i 
be  practically  injurtouato^  bnatneas)  coolii 
adeaaceeoch  a  mon8treii»supp0aitioa.  i» 
his  aable  friend,  had  joatly*  stated,  masr 
caseamnst  occnr,  iowtfhich  a  minakrati 
foreign  court  might,  in  hta  pnUicofficui 
dispatches,  relate  iiicta  and  oocarrencest* 
his  own  goivecnment,  and,  ai  the  sine 
•  time,  cott^de  to  then^.  in^secm  cfunmom* 
cationa,  what  he    conceire^  to  be  ibe 
springs,  and  motives  of  tivae  ooeurrencc^ 
An  a«nbassador  might  be  pot  iitf  esMfsioa 
through  confidential  i  hannela,  o€  sach  » 
fermattonw    Be  wigbt  recaeive  il  ea  the 
scere of  hkowot  neweand  chancter, or b 
miffhft  be  tmsteo^  under  the  undentoW 
obligation  of  his«oace,  hfi  a  friend^  aQui> 
tresis  •r  a  constief  of  the  aaveieign.  ii 
whoee  capital  he  resided*    The  whebaa^ 
tnre  of  the  informackm  wosld  then  coa- 
siat  int  thei  antheeityv  whack  eukhority  ee 
preciaely  the^eirvunastaneetfaBt  ofe»oe 
bedivolgiBd.     €khenwiaev  idieai  a  Bviiii^ 
jnioister  went  to.  a  Hanaign  eoiKt,  hecociK 
loudly,  and  geBH«ily>  t»  dvclaae  to  alt 
about  him«   'dn  not:  Iselk  nw.  any^  thinf 
whack  you.  da  not wiak  ahonid  be  had  be> 
fona.  the  Btirish  kenaff  ef «0Bii»ana.'    Uo* 
foriniiately.  too  mock  aieeady.  had  btis 
divulged,  and  aaiar  firon^  dipeiviog  ^ 
fulme  histenanoff  his  flaalteeiala,  we  » 
tidjpated  him.    It.wouid  be  easv  to  pf»^ 
out  boelfis.  that  had  ban  tianaiated  iat9 
other  lanitoai^  which*  had  cacHed  da 
disgrace  and  deBth^oE  individaiais,  impli* 
cated  ky  them.    But,  then»  eatd  the  boa 
puL  it  this  letier  waa  unfit  Ibr.paodoctioa 
it-eoght  not  to  have  beenr  qnpted  by  tha 
nobln  load.    The  answer  to  thia  was,  that 
it  had  not  been  quoaad  by  him.    Hif 
noble  ftiend  atated  a  faet ;  We  was  vkt^ 
by  the  hen.  gaaik.  whether  he  had  slatel 
that  fact  befiire,  and  he  eaMwercd  yes,  bat 
in> a prtvoie letter;  andtkastkslaai^^ 
chose  XO'  call  a^ouetatieii^    Oi  course,  da 
hon.  gent,  asked  bia  noble  fneawi  te  rrpjf 
to  thiaqaeetioAw^iJCOVteBy;  t$r  mvj 
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he?  t^ouTd  not  ^[yretend  to  'iirtbffLfe  to  liim- 
afeW  the  ¥ight  of  ^ematttling  from  efisry 
ytkembt*r  m  that  Mu^e  tfn  wisWter  to  iiOy 
qnestion  th«  ho  tniglit  think  proper  to 
]»ropose  to  fcim.  If  thfe  hoh.  e«nt.  6\i  -so 
arrogate,  he  would  «ay,  that  to  nim  exclo- 
jriviBly  he  ivould  deny  tfhat  cour  «jy .  The 
hon.  and  teamed  doctor  (Laurence)  had 
taken  very  angry  notkre  of  the  mahner  in 
which  the  dictatorial  tone  erf  the  hon. 
Ihovor  had  been  repreheiided.  For  him- 
9C:\f,  he  cotild  not  say  that  the  tone  of  die 
hem.  moVd*  had  b^aen  much  higher  to- 
night th?in  he  usually  chose  to  pitch  it; 
and  he  Itopted  it  'would  not  make  greater 
impression  on  the  house  than  rt  usual  iy 
had  made.  With  respect  to  the  arguments 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  doctor  on  the 
question  before  tHe  house,  he  had  himself 
antici)>ated  the  answer  to  them^  by  ad- 
mitting that,  prima  fkcre>  strong  ground 
mu9t  foe  laid  for  the  ptodoetkm  of^  a  pri- 
Tiite  fetter,  and  tf  ftny  names  which  it 
contained  ought  ih  dfscretion  to  be  sup- 
pressed, Ihey  should  be  so  suppressed, 
liow  dM  this  trpply  to  the  present  case, 
in  tvhfch  the  nam^  wa^  identically  the 
matter  of  et>nsequ^nce  ?  If  the  learned 
doctor  dfftcreditied  the  statetents  of  bi^ 
noble  fHend,  let  him  say  so.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding, though  not  Tcry  ciTit  tvouid  :it 
least  be  itrteUigiWe  ;  but  it  was  most  ex- 
traordinary, by  way  of  patting  his  noble 
friend'^  truth  to  the  test,  to  more  for  the 
production  of  a  letter,  the  only  part  of 
which  by  which  his  veracity  could  l?e  as- 
eertained,must  be  suppressed ! — ^The  riiht 
hon.  secretary  proce^dfed  to  state  on  what 
l^oundd  he  sup()orted  the  other  bart  of  tht 
simendmeOt  proposed  by  his  noole  friend. 
Since  the  speech  of  his  noble  friend  on  a 
form^  hight,  an  attempt  had  been  rtvired 
to  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  public  that 
administration  in  the  year  1805^  which 
had  endeavoured  to  establish  a  contineiital 
coalition  against  France.  He  wooM  not 
now  enter  fatly  on  tht^  subject,  not  con- 
eeiring  that  it  was  comprised  in  the  hon. 

fent.'s  notice,  llhhocrgh  ht  shotild  ttlwavs 
^  prepared  to  meet  toy  ittack  on  the 
merits  of  the  grfeat  indifidufti,  noW  no 
mort,  who  had  so  principal  ft  share  inthit 
transaction,  h  h^  been  thought  by  th« 
hon,  gentlemen  opposite,  that  in  thfe 
speech  of  his^poble  friend  they  had  found 
lomethiftg  dth^atin^  fiDm  thl?  policy  of 
that  confed«rity ;  oh  the  grotihd  thit  tbfe 
•dminwtration  of  that  day  tvtt^  cdntent  tb 
sacriftce  to  its  accomplishment  a  question 
hi  which  the  country  had  %^^v  f^l  deeply 
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interested,  and  in  which  it  inast  now  feel 
more  tSeeply  interested  than  ever— the  ina- 
ritrtee  right*  Of  fingland,  "The  reverse  of 
this  was  the  fact.  If  the  hon.  st^nt.  had 
attended  accurately  to  his  nobl^  mend,  he 
must  have  been  convinced,  that  the  form 
of  the  declaration  was  of  itself  a  proof, 
that  it\!ras  not  a  matter  of  concession. 
Had  it  been  so,  it  would  have  made  part 
of  the  price  of  that  concession :  it  would 
have  made  part  of  the  treaty.  What  wsis 
it,  that  at  that  time,  under  the  appellation 
of 'the  law  of  nations,'  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  Europe  ?  So  far  was  this  term 
from  appi3ring  to  our  maritime  right,  that 
ft  never  happened  that  in  any  public  docu- 
ment the  maritime  code  was  meant  or  men- 
tioned. What  were  the  cases  to  which 
that  expression  referred  ?  The  recent 
seizore  of  the  duke  D'Engfaien  on  neutral 
territory,  and  dragging  him  toshiughter^ 
the  recent  seizure  of  a  British  minister 
(sir-T.  Rumbold),  on  neutral  lerritorjr, 
and  carrying  him  prisoner  to  France.  Drd 
the  hon.  gent,  see  nothing  in  this  seizure 
of  a  British  minister,  and  this  murder  of  a 
French  prince,  but  that  which  must  attract 
the  attention  of  the  continent  to  the  mari^ 
time  code  of  Great  Britain  ?  On  that  ma^ 
ritime  code,  a  separate  provision  had  been 
proposed,  in  an  article  to  which  his  iloble 
friend  on  the  part  of  G.  Britain  had  re^ 
fused  to  be  a  partv.  By  the  iirst  of  th^ 
papers  which  would  be  produced,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  motion  before  the  house, 
behig  a  dispatch  dated  the  7th  of  April,  it 
irotild  be  found,  that  hts  noble  friend  had 
declared,  that  no  consideration  whatever; 
not  eVen  the  certainty  of  a  total  rupture 
with  d^  confederating  powers,  would  in- 
duce him  to  consent  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  Russian  minister,  to  submit 
the  i^aritime  code  of  G.  Britain  to  a  con^ 
gress  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe ;  and 
that  he  was  folly  authorifted  to  declare,  that 
the  British  government  would  never  consent 
to  such  a  reference  or  interference.  Was  thii 
the  language,  i^ere  these  the  symptoms,  of 
boncession  f  Unquestionably,  after  the  re* 
jection  of  the  article  proposed,  after  the  sig- 
nature of  the  treaty,  his  ftoble  friend  had 
received  atid  tnunbittod  hom^  the  De^ 
claratioh  allude  to;  but  he  hftd  it  not  in 
hi^  dhcretion  to  re^se  to  do  this ;  and  ho 
ftccompanlM  the  reception  of  the  I)ecla<* 
ration  with  ft  Kinon^  expression  of  his  t^^ 
^et,  thftt  hh  imperial  majesty  had  thought 
It  necessary  to  make  it,  and  with  si  firm 
r^titton  ^f  ttrhftt  h^  kne#  to  ht  the  sen* 
time&ts  of  Us  pourt  on  the  sutsjiei^.    IM 
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kis  noble  friend  forfeit  tbe  farour  oi  his 
sovereign  by  this  conduct?  Were  his  ma* 
jesty's  ministers  lukewarm  on  tbe  occa- 
sien  ?    On  the'  contrary,  as  would  appear 
by  the  papers  when  produced,  on  the  re- 
ception of  the  treaty,  lord  Mulgrave  wrote 
to  hi&  noble  friend,  expressing  his  maje^y's 
approbation  of  his  proceecSngs,  and  de- 
clared his  majesty's  determination  not  to 
submit  his  rights  of  maritime  war  to  any^ 
mediation  wluktevcr.    This  was  dming  Mr. 
t^itt's  administration.    Nor  was  this  de- 
termination concealed  from  the  foreisn 
ministers ;  for  |he  copy  of  a  letter  of  ue 
same  date  from  lord  Mulgrave  to  the 
Russian  ambassador  would  £e  produced, 
in  which  his  lordship  expressed  similar 
sentiments;   declared  that  no  statesman 
would  ever  be  found  in  this  country,  who 
would  venture  to  unsettle  that  on  which 
the  power  and  prosperity  of  the  country 
rested ;  and  stated,  that  his  noble  friend 
had  discharged  a  decided  duty  in  the  re- 
jection of  the  proposition  that  had  been 
made  to  him.    Where  was  here  the  sacri- 
fice of  honour  and  of  rights  ?    Whatever 
the  hon..  gent,  might  thimc  of  other  parts 
of  his  noble  friend's  character,  they  must 
Icnow  his  candour  too  well  to  suppose  that 
his  observations  on  a  former  evening  were 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  prpaucing, 
not  an  exculpation,  but  a  panegyric  on 
the  conduct  by  which  be  evinced,  that  he 
was  determined  not  to  compromise  that 
which  was  the  solid  foundation  of  the  power 
of  Jhis  country.    He   congratulated  the 
house  and  the  public,  that  such  a  deter- 
mination had  been  evinced.     He  trusted 
that  similar  principles  to    those    which 
pervaded  this  negotiation,  would  pervade 
any  other  negotiation  in  any  other  hands. 
He  trusted  that  the  great  example  which 
the  administration  of  that  day  had  set, — 
by  refusing  to  purchase  an  object,  how- 
ever desirable  and  important,  by  the  sa- 
crifice of  that  which  was  not  the  peculiar 
strength  of  Britain  alone,  but  which  was 
'  ih&  .source  and  support  of  the  general 
strength,  by  which  that  object  appeared 
to  be  attainable, — he  trusted  that  that  ex- 
ample would  be  followed  to  the  end  of 
time.    He  trusted  that  what  we  had  not 
given  to  acquire  a  great  good,  we  should 
never  give  even  to  avert  a  creat  evil.     He 
trusted  that  what  we  had  refused  to  grant  to 
.the  request  of  friendship,  would  never  be 
extorted  from  us  by  the  menaces  of  hos- 
tility. 

Mr.  Whithread,  adverting  to  the  personal 
Jnaputati<»is  that  h^d  .<been  cast  upon  him 


in  the.  coarse  of  the  debate,  observed,  that 
if  there  was  any  thing  dictatorial  in  his 
manner,  he  was  sure  that  such  manner 
could  less  become  any.  man  in  that  house 
than  himself,  who  ha!a  so  few  pretensions 
to  assume  it.    As  a  member  of  parliament 
however,  he  did  not  arrogate  great  privi- 
leges, and  he  never  would  allow  those  privi- 
leges to  be  derogated  from  by  those,  who 
in. the  most  dictatorial  manner  charged 
him  with  being  dictatorial ;  and  who  in  . 
the  most  anwant  manner  accused  him  of 
arrogance.    To  the  ri^ht  hon.  secretary 
who  had  treated  him  with  so  much  free- 
dom, he  would  say,  that  the  vices  of  his 
manner  were  levity  and  misrepresentation. 
The  first  was  manifested  in  the  mode  in 
which  that  right  hon.  gent,  jeered  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  near  him   (Dr.  Lau- 
rence), one  ounce  of  whose  sterling  worth 
he  would  not  exchange  for  all  the  gilt 
gingerbread. on  the  other  side  of  the  house. 
Of  the  second  vice  of  his  manner,  misre- 
presentation, he  had  given  a  striking  in- 
stance, by  introducing  a  debate  on  papers, 
before  the  papers  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  by  pronouncing  a  panegyric  on  the 
noble  lord,  before  the  house  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  means  of  ascertaining  whe- 
ther that  panegyric  was  well  or  ill-found- 
ed.     As  to  the  inutility  of  presenting 
the  letter  with  the  names  suppressed,  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  have  it  even  in 
that  shape.    The  mere  declaration  of  the 
noble  lord  was  fugitive,  and  could  not  be 
made  the  ground  of  any  subsequent  par- 
liamentary proceeding.    He  could  not.see 
the  necessity  under  which  the  tight  hon. 
secretary  would  labour  of  resigning,  were 
his  motion  agreed  to.      That  dreadful 
calamity  to  the  country  surely. need  not 
take  place ;  but,  dreadful  as  it  would  be,  he 
owned  he  would  rather  see  the,  right  hon. 
gent,  quit  office  in  that  manner,  than  that 
he  should  be  turned  out  by  the  dark  junto 
which  lurked  about  the  throne.     He  re- 
peated his  former  assertions  ^s  to  the  unfair 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Warlike  and  lord 
Hutchinson  had  been  treated,  and  after 
some  other  observations^  concluded  by 
calling  upon  the  house  to  take  this  gppor- 
tunity  of  asserting  their  rights  to  have 
formally  before  them,  that  which  was  nsed 
in  debate  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
their  judgment. 

A  division  then  took  place,  when  the 
numbers  were :  For  the  amendment,  1 14 ; 
For  the  original  motion^  >0.  Alajorf- 
ty,64. 
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